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12  Feb.  Page    351,  line    5,  should  read  "  Half  a  year  is  not  nothing. 

23  Feb.  Page  1100,  line  20,  should  read  "Mr.  T.  E.  Ellis." 

26  Feb.  Page  1330,  line    4,  should  read  "  No,  it  is  not  the  same  Bill." 

29  Feb.  Page  1495,  line  22,  should  read  "Lancashire,  Southport." 
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THE    MINISTRY 

Of  the  Most  Noble  the  Marquess  op  SALISBURY,  K.G., 
At  the  Opening  op  the   Session  on  the  9th  February,   1892. 

THE  CABINET. 
^eS1  aSS*  8eCr8t!iry  °f  8tate  t0V. }  M<»fc  H°n'  Ma«lue88  of  Salisbury,  K.G. . 


First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  . 
Ijord  Chancellor  of  England 
Lord  Chancellor  of  Ireland    . 
Lord  President  of  the  Council 
Lord  Privy  Seal 
Secretary  of  State,  Home  Department 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
Secretary  of  State  for  War 
Secretary  of  State  for  India  . 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer    . 
First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 


Right  Hon.  Arthur  Jambs  Balfour. 

Right  Hon.  Lord  Halsbury. 

Right  Hon.  Lord  Ashbourne. 

Right  Hon.  Viscount  Cranbrook,  G.C.S.I. 

Right  Hon.  Earl  Cadogan. 

Right  Hon.  Henry  Matthews. 

Right  Hon.  Lord  Knutspord,  G.C.M.G. 

Right  Hon.  Edward  Stanhope. 

Right  Hon.  Viscount  Cross,  G.C.B. 

Right  Hon.  George  Joachim  Goschen. 

Right  Hon.  Lord  George  Francis  Hamilton. 


President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  .  Right  Hon.  Sir  M.  E.  Hicks  Beach,  Bart 

Chancellor  of  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster    .  His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Rutland,  G.C.B. 

Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  .  Right  Hon.  William  Lawies  Jackson. 

President  of  the  Local  Government  Board  Right  Hen.  Charles  Thomson  Ritchie. 

President  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture    .  Right  Hon.  Henry  Chaplin. 

NOT  IN  THE  CABINET. 
Field  Marshal  Commanding  in  Chief        .    H.R.H.  the  Duke  of  Cambridge,  K.G. 

VionPEduc»aonf  *heCOm,mttoeOfC0U,,Ci1}  ™Bht  Hon-  8ir  William  Hakt  Dvkb,  B«t. 

^r^h^ui^^?!)  *-  Hon.  M^ue*  of  Loxhxak,  K.T. 

FiBild°n^,i88i0ner  °f  W°rk8  ftnd  ^bU!  )  W«ht  Hon- DAVIft  *°™*T  *""««• 

t  Hon.  Sidney  Herbert. 

Lords  of  the  Treasury  \  .Colonel  Sir  William  Hood  Walrond,  Bart 

I  Sir  Herbert  Eustace  Maxwell,  Bart 
( Admiral  Sir  R.  V.  Hamilton,  K.C.B.,  Vice  Admiral 
I      Sir  A.  H.  Hoskins,  K.C.B.,  Vice  Admiral    H. 

Lords  of  the  Admiralty    .        .        .        .«{      Fairfax,  C.B.,  Rear  Admiral  John  A.  Fisher, 

I      C.B.,  Rear  Admiral  F.  G.  D.  Bedford,  C.B., 

.1     Ellis  Ashmead-Bartlett,  Esq. 

,  .  .  c        . .     .    ..     m f  Right  Hon.  Aretas  Akers-Douglas. 

Jo.nt  Secretaries  to  the  Treasury    .        .  j  ^  H(m  8ir  JoHN  Eldon  ^^  Q  c 

Secretary  to  the  Admiralty    .        .  Right  Hon.  Arthur  Bower  Forwood. 

Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Trade      .        .  Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh. 

Secretary  to  the  Local  Government  Board  Walter  H.  Long,  Esq. 

Under  Secretary,  Home  Department    .  Charles  Beilby  Stuart  Wortley,  Esq. 

Under  Secretary,  Foreign  Department    .  James  William  Lowther,  Esq. 

Under  Secretary  for  Colonies        .        .  Right  Hon.  Baron  Henry  de  Worms. 

Under  Secretary  for  War         .        .        .  Right  Hon.  Earl  Brownlow. 

Under  Secretary  for  India    .        .  Hon.  George  N.  Curzon. 

Paymaster  General  ....  Right  Hon.  Lord  Windsor, 

Postmaster  General     ....  Right  Hon.  Sir  James  Fergusson,  Bart.,  G.C.S.I. 

Financial  Secretary  to  the  War  Department  Hon.  W.  St.  John  Brodrick. 

Judge  Advocate  General      .       .        .  Right  Hon.  Sir  William  Thackeray  Marriott. 

Attorney  General Sir  Richard  Everard  Webster,  Q.C. 

Solicitor  General Sir  Edward  George  Clarke,  Q.C. 

SCOTLAND. 

Ix>rd  Advocate Right  Hon.  Sir  C.  J.  Pearson. 

Solicitor  General Andrew  Graham  Murray,  Esq. 

IRELAND. 

Lord  Lieutenant Right  Hon.  Earl  of  Zetland. 

Lord  Chancellor Right  Hon.  Lord  Ashbourne. 

Attorney  General Right  Hon.  Dodgson  Hamilton  Madden. 

Solicitor  General J.  Atkinson,  Esq. 

QUEEN'S    HOUSEHOLD. 

Lord  Steward Right  Hon.  Earl  of  Mount-Edgcumbe. 

Lord  Chamberlain         .        .        .        .  Right  Hon.  Earl  of  Lathom. 

Master  of  the  Horse         ....  His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Portland. 

Treasurer  of  the  Household  .        .       .  Right  Hon.  Lord  Walter  Gordon-Lennox. 

Comptroller  of  the  Household  .        .        .  Right  Hon.  Lord  Arthur  Hill. 

Vice  Chamberlain  of  the  Household    .  Right  Hon.  Lord  Burghley. 

Captain  of  the  Corps  of  Gentlemen  at  Arms  Right  Hon.  Earl  of  Yarborough. 

Captain  of  the  Yeomen  of  the  Guard  .  Right  Hon.  Earl  of  Limerick. 

Master  of  the  Buckhounds  .       .  Right  Hon.  Earl  of  Coventry. 

Chief  Equerry  and  Clerk  Marshal         .  Colonel  Sir  G.  A.  Maude,  V.C.,  K.C.B. 

Mistress  of  the  Robes      ....    Her  Grace  the  Duchess  of  Buccleuch. 
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ROLL  OF  THE 

LORDS  SPIRITUAL  AND  TEMPORAL 

IN 

The  Seventh  Session  of  the  Twenty-Foubth  Parliament 

of 

THE    UNITED    KINGDOM    OF    GEEAT    BRITAIN    AND 

IRELAND. 


55°  VICTORLE,   1892. 


Mem. — According  to  the  Usage  of  Parliament,  when  the  House  appoints  a  Select 
Committee,  the  Lords  appointed  to  serve  upon  it  are  named  in  t)ie  Order  of  tlieir 
Hanky  beginning  with  the  Highest ;  ami  so,  when  the  House  sends  a  Committee 
to  a  Conference  toith  the  Commons  the  Lord  higliest  in  Rank  is  called  first,  and 
Die  rest  go  forth  in  like  Order :  But  xolien  the  Wlwle  House  is  called  over  for  any 
Purpose  within  the  House,  or  for  the  Purpose  of  proceeding  forth  to  Westminster 
Hall,  or  upon  any  public  Solemnity,  the  Gall  begins  invariably  with  the  Junior 
Baron, 


His  Royal  Highness  The  Prince  of 
Wales. 

His  Royal  Highness  Alfred  Ernest 
Albert  Duke  of  Edinburgh. 

His  Royal  Highness  Arthur  William 
Patrick  Albert  Duke  of  Connaught 
and  Strathearn. 

His  Royal  Highness  Leopold  Charles 
Edward  George  Albert  Duke  of 
Albany. 

His  Royal  High  it*s  George  William 
Frederick  Charles  Duke  of  Cam- 
bridge. 


Edward  White  Archbishop  of   Canter- 
bury. 

Hardinge     Stanley      Lord      Halsbury, 
Lord  High  Cfiancellor. 

William  Dalryinple  Archbishop  of  York. 
Gathorne    Viscount     C ran  brook,     Lord 
President  of  the  Council. 

George  Henry  Earl  Cadogan,  Lord  Privy 
fad. 

Henry  Duke  of  Norfolk,  Earl  Marshal 
of  England. 

Algernon  Percy  Banks  Duke  of  Somerset. 
[    b2    ] 


Charles  Henry  Duke  of  Richmond. 
Augustus     Charles     Lennox     Duke    of 

Grafton. 
Henry  Charles  Fitzroy  Duke  of  Beau- 
*    fort. 
William  Amelius  Aubrey  de  Vere  Duke 

of  Saint  Albans. 

George  Godolphin  Duke  of  Leeds. 
George  William  Francis  Sackville  Duke 

of  Bedford. 
Spencer  Compton  Duke  of  Devonshire. 
George  Charles  Duke  of  Marlborough. 
John  James  Robert  Duke  of  Rutland. 

William  Alexander  Louis  Stephen  Duke 
of  Brandon.  (Duke  of  Hamilton.) 

William  John  Arthur  Charles  James 
Duke  of  Portland. 

George  Victor  Drogo  Duke  of  Man- 
chester. 

Henry  Pelham  Archibald  Douglas  Duke 
of  Newcastle. 

Algernon  George  Duke  of  Northumber- 
land. 

His  Royal  Highness  Ernest  Augustus 
William  Adolphus  George  Frederick 
Duke  of  Cumberland  and  Teviotdale. 

Henry  Duke  of  Wellington. 

George  Granville  William  Duke  of 
Sutherland. 

Hugh  Lupus  Duke  of  Westminster. 

Alexander  William  George  Duke  of 
Fife. 

Augustus  John  Henry  Beaumont  Mar- 
quess of  Winchester. 

Henry  Charles  Keith  Marquess  of  Lans- 
downe. 

John  Villiers  Stuart  Marquess  Towns- 
hend. 

Robert  Arthur  Talbot  Marquess  of  Salis- 
bury. 

John  Alexander  Marquess  of  Bath. 

James  Marquess  of  Abercorn.  (Duke  of 
Abercorn.) 

Hugh  de  Grey  Marquess  of  Hertford. 

John  Patrick  Marquess  of  Bute. 

William  Alleyne  Marquess  of  Exeter. 

William  Marquess  of  Northampton. 

John  Charles  Marquess  Camden. 

Henry  Marquess  of  Anglesey. 


ROLL  OF  THE  LORDS 

George      Henry    Hugh     Marquess     of 

Cholmondeley. 
George   William    Thomas   Marquess   of 

Ailesbury. 
Frederick   William   John    Marquess    of 

Bristol. 
Archibald  Marquess  of  Ailsa. 
Constantino  Charles  Henry  Marquess  of 

Normanby. 
George  Frederick   Samuel   Marquess  of 

Ripon. 

William  Marquess  of  Abergavenny. 

Gavin  Marquess  of  Breadalbane. 

Frederick  Temple  Marquess  of  Dufferin 
and  Ava. 


William  Henry  Earl  of  Mount  Edg- 
cumbe,  Lord  Steward  of  the  Household. 

Edward  Earl  of  Lathom,  Lord  Chamber- 
lain of  the  Household. 

Charles   Henry  John   Earl   of  Shrews- 
bury. 
Edward  Henry  Earl  of  Derby. 

Warner  Francis  John  Plantagenet  Earl 
of  Huntingdon. 

George  Robert  Charles  Earl  of  Pem- 
broke and  Montgomery. 

Henry  Hugh  Earl  of  Devon. 

Henry  Charles  Earl  of  Suffolk  and 
Berkshire. 

Rudolph  William  Basil  Earl  of  Denbigh. 

Anthony  Mildmay  Julian  Earl  of  West- 
morland. 

Montague  Earl  of  Lindsey. 

Earl  of  Stamford. 

Murray  Edward  Gordon  Earl  of   Win 
chilsea  and  Nottingham. 

Edwyn  Francis  Earl  of  Chesterfield. 

Edward  George  Henry  Earl  of  Sand- 
wich. 

Arthur  Algernon  Earl  of  Essex. 

George  James  Earl  of  Carlisle. 

William  Henry  Walter  Earl  of  Don- 
caster.  (Duke  of  Bucckuch  and 
Queensberry.) 

Anthony  Earl  of  Shaftesbury. 

Randal  Mowbray  Thomas  Earl  of 
Berkeley. 

Montagu  Arthur  Earl  of  Abingdon. 


SPIRITUAL  AND  TEMPORAL. 


Aldred  Frederick  George  Beresford  Earl 
of  Scarbrough. 

William  Coutts  Earl  of  Albemarle* 

George  William  Earl  of  Coventry. 

Victor  Albert  George  Earl  of  Jersey. 

William  Henry  Earl  Poulett. 

John  Francis  Erskine  Earl  of  Mar. 
(Elected  for  Scotland.) 

Sholto  George  Watson  Earl  of  Morton. 
(Elected  for  Scotland.) 

Claude  Earl  of  Strathmore  and  Ring- 
horn.     (Elected  for  Scotland.) 

George  Earl  of  Haddington.  (Elected 
for  Scotland.) 

Frederick  Henry  Earl  of  Lauderdale. 
(Elected  for  Scotland.) 

John  Trotter  Earl  of  Lindsay.  (Elected 
for  Scotland.) 

David  Stanley  William  Earl  of  Airlie. 
(Elected  for  Scotland.) 

Ronald  Ruthven  Earl  of  Leven  and 
Melville.     (Elected  for  Scotland.) 

Douglas  Mackinnon  Baillie  Hamilton 
Earl  of  Dundonald.  (Elected  for 
Scotland.) 

Sewallis  Edward  Earl  Ferrers. 

William  Heneage  Earl  of  Dartmouth. 

Charles  Earl  of  Tankerville. 

Charles  Wightwick  Earl  of  Aylesford. 

Francis  Thomas  De  Grey  Earl  Cowper. 

Arthur  Philip  Earl  Stanhope. 

Thomas  Augustus  Wolstenholme  Earl  of 
Macclesfield. 

Douglas  Beresford  Malise  Ronald  Earl 
Graham.     (Duke  of  Montrose.) 

William  Frederick  Earl  Waldegrave. 

Bertram  Earl  of  Ashburnham. 

Charles  Augustus  Earl  of  Harrington. 

Newton  Earl  of  Portsmouth. 

George  Guy  Earl  Brooke  and  Earl  of 
Warwick. 

Sidney  Carr  Earl  of  Buckinghamshire. 
William    Thomas    Spencer    Earl     Fitz- 

william. 
Frederick  George  Earl  of  Guilford. 
Charles  Philip  Earl  of  Hardwicke. 
Henry  Edward  Earl  of  Ilchester. 
Reginald  Windsor  Earl  De  La  Warr. 
William  Earl  of  Radnor. 


John  Poyntz  Earl  Spencer. 
Allen  Alexander  Earl  Bathurst. 
Arthur  Wills  John  Wellington  Blundell 

Trumbull     Earl      of     Hillsborough. 

(Marquess  of  Downshire*) 
Edward  Hyde  Earl  of  Clarendon. 
William  David  Earl  of  Mansfield. 
John  James  Hugh  Henry  Earl  Strange. 

(Duke  of  Athole.) 

William  Henry  Earl  of  Mount  Edg- 
cumbe.  (In  another  Place  as  Lord 
Steward  of  the  Household.) 

Hugh  Earl  Fortescue. 

George  Edward  Stanhope  Molyneux 
Earl  of  Carnarvon. 

George  Henry  Earl  Cadogan.  (In  anoilwr 
Place  as  Lord  Privy  Seal.) 

Edward  James  Earl  of  Malmesbury. 

John  Vansittart  Dan  vers  Earl  of  Lanes* 
borough.     (Elected  for  Ireland.) 

Henry  Ernest  Newcomen  Earl  of  Kings* 
ton.     (Elected  for  Ireland.) 

Dermot  Robert  Wyndham  Earl  of  Mayo. 
(Elected  for  Ireland.) 

Hugh  Earl  Annesley.  (Elected  for  Ire- 
land.) 

George  Earl  of  Lucan.  (Elected  for 
Ireland.) 

Somerset    Richard    Earl  of     Belmore. 

(Elected  for  Ireland*) 

James  Francis  Earl  of  Bandon.    (Elected 

for  Ireland.) 
James  Earl  of    Caledon.     (Elected  for 

Ireland.) 

James  Francis  Harry  Earl  of  Rosslyn. 
William  George  Robert  Earl  of  Craven. 
William  Hillier  Earl  of  Onslow. 
Charles  Earl  of  Romney. 
Walter  John  Earl  of  Chichester. 
Seymour  John  Grey  Earl  of  Wilton. 
George  Charles  Earl  of  Powis. 
Horatio  Earl  Nelson. 
Lawrence  Earl  of  Rosse.     (Elected  for 

Ireland.) 
Sydney  William  Herbert  Earl  Manvers. 
Horatio  Earl  of  Orford. 
Henry  Earl  Grey.  . 
Hugh  Cecil  Earl  of  Lonsdale. 
Dudley  Francis  Stuart  Earl  of  Harro wby. 


ROLL  of  the  lords 


Henry  Thynne  Earl  of  Harewood. 
Gilbert  John  Earl  of  Minto. 
Alan  Frederick  Earl  Cathcart. 
James  Walter  Earl  of  Verulam. 
Adelbert    Wellington     Brownlow    Earl 
Brownlow. 

Henry  Cornwallis  Earl  of  St.  Germans. 
Albert  Edmund  Earl  of  Morley. 
Orlando  George  Charles  Earl  of  Brad- 
ford. 
William  Earl  Beauchamp. 
John  Earl  of  Eldon. 
Richard  William  Penn  Earl  Howe. 

George  Edward  John  Mowbray  Earl  of 
Stradbroke. 

William  Stephen  Earl  Temple  of  Stowe. 
Francis    Charles     Earl     of     Kilmorey. 
(Elected  for  Ireland.) 

Charles  Stewart  Earl  Vane.     (Marquess 
of  Londorulerry,) 

William  Archer  Earl  Amherst. 

John  Frederick  Vaughan  Earl  Cawdor. 

William  George  Earl  of  Munster. 

Robert  Adam  Philips  Haldane  Earl  of 
Camperdown. 

Thomas  Francis  Earl  of  Lichfield. 

John  George  Earl  of  Durham. 

Granville  George  Earl  Granville. 

Henry  Earl  of  Effingham. 

Henry  John  Earl  of  Ducie. 

Charles  Alfred  Worsley  Earl  of  Yar- 
borough. 

James  Henry  Robert  Earl  Innes.  (Duke 
of  Roxburghe.) 

Thomas  William  Earl  of  Leicester. 

William  Earl  of  Lovelace. 

Lawrence  Earl  of  Zetland. 

Charles  William  Francis  Earl  of  Gains- 
borough. 

Francis  Charles  Granville  Earl  of  Elles- 
mere. 

George  Henry  Charles  Earl  of  Strafford. 

Kenelm  Charles  Edward   Earl  of  Cot- 
tenham. 

William  Henry  Earl  Cowley. 

Archibald    William    Earl    of    Winton. 

(Earl  of  Eglintvun.) 

William  Humble  Earl  of  Dudley. 


John  Francis  Stanley  Earl  Russell. 

Francis  Earl  of  Cromartie. 

John  Earl  of  Kimberley. 

Richard  Earl  of  Dartrey. 

William  Ernest  Earl  of  Feversham. 

Henry  George  Earl  of  Ravens  worth. 

Edward  Montagu  Stuart  Granville  Earl 

of  Wharncliffe. 
Thomas  George  Earl  of  North  brook. 
Herbert  John  Earl  Cairns. 
Victor  Alexander  George  Robert  Earl  of 

Lytton. 

Edward  Earl  of  Lathom.  (In  another 
Place  as  Lord  Chamberlain  of  the 
Household.) 

George  Watson  Earl  Sondes. 

Roundell  Earl  of  Selborne. 

Walter  Stafford  Earl  of  Iddesleigh. 

Cornwallis  Earl  de  Montalt. 

William  Henry  Forester  Earl  of  Londes- 
borough. 

Robert  Viscount  Hereford. 

James  David  Viscount  Strathallan. 
(Elected  for  Scotland.) 

Henry  Viscount  Bolingbroke  and  St" 
John. 

Evelyn  Edward  Thomas  Viscount  Fal- 
mouth. 

George  Master  Viscount  Torrington. 

Gerald    Viscount    Leinster.      (Duke   of 
Leinster.) 

Francis  Wheler  Viscount  Hood. 

Mervyn  Edward  Viscount  Powerscourt. 
(Elected  for  Ireland.) 

\  Henry  William  Crosbie  Viscount  Bangor. 
(Elected  for  Ireland.) 

Cornwallis  Viscount  Hawarden.   (Elected 
for   Ireland.)      (In    another   Place    as 
Earl  de  Montalt.) 

Carnegie  Parker  Viscount  St.  Vincent. 
!  Henry  Viscount  Melville. 
William  Wells  Viscount  Sidmouth. 
John  Campbell  Viscount  Gordon.    (Earl 
of  Aberdeen  ) 

Edward  Fleetwood  John  Viscount  Ex- 
mouth. 

John  Luke  George  Viscount  Hutchinson 
(Earl  of  Donouyhviore.) 
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William  Frederick  Viscount  Clancarty. 
(Earl  of  Clancarty.) 

Robert    Wellington   Viscount    Comber- 
mere. 
Heniy  Charles  Viscount  Canterbury. 
Rowland  Clegg  Viscount  Hill. 
Charles  Stewart  Viscount  Hardinge. 
George  Stephens  Viscount  Cough. 
Charles  Lindley  Viscount  Halifax. 
Alexander  Nelson  Viscount  Bridport. 

William  Henry  Berkeley  Viscount 
Port  man. 

Gathorne  Viscount  Cranbrook.  (In 
another  Place  as  Lord  President  of  tfie 
Council.) 

Robert  Viscount  Sherbrooke. 

Henry  Bouverie  William  Viscount 
Hampden. 

Garnet  Joseph  Viscount  Wolseley. 

William  John  Viscount  Oxenbridge. 

Richard  Assheton  Viscount  Cross. 

Frederick  Bishop  of  London. 
Brooke  Foss  Bishop  of  Durham.  • 
Anthony  Wilson  Bishop  of  Winchester. 
John  Thomas  Bishop  of  Norwich. 
Charles  John  Bishop  of  Gloucester  and 

Bristol. 
James  Bishop  of  Hereford. 

Arthur  Charles  Bishop  of  Bath  and 
Wells. 

Richard  Bishop  of  Chichester. 

William  Basil  Bishop  of  St.  David's. 

John  Charles  Bishop  of  Liverpool. 

Ernest  Roland  Bishop  of  Newcastle. 

Richard  Bishop  of  LlandafF. 

William  Bishop  of  Oxford. 

George  Bishop  of  Southwell. 

William  Boyd  Bishop  of  Ripon. 

Edward  Bishop  of  Lincoln. 

Edward  Henry  Bishop  of  Exeter. 

John  Bishop  of  Salisbury. 

Alwyne  Bishop  of  Ely. 

James  Bishop  of  Manchester. 

William  Walsham  Bishop  of  Wakefield. 

Francis  John  Bishop  of  Chester. 

Alfred  George  Bishop  of  St.  Asaph. 


Daniel  Lewis  Bishop  of  Bangor. 

Henry  Thurstan  Lord  Knutsford,  One 
of  Her  Majesty's  Principal  Secretaries? 
of  State. 

Dudley  Charles  Lord  de  Ros. 

Alfred  Joseph  Lord  Mowbray. 

George  Manners  Lord  Hastings. 

Edward  Southwell  Lord  de  Clifford. 

Gilbert  Henry  Lord  Willoughby  de 
Eresby. 

Charles  Henry  Rolle  Lord  Clinton. 

Robert  Nathaniel  Cecil  George  Lord 
Zouche  of  Haryngworth. 

Rawdon  George  Grey  Lord  Grey  de 
Ruthyn. 

Charles  Edward  Hastings  Lord  Bot- 
reaux.     (Earl  of  Loudoun.) 

Francis  Robert  Lord  Camoys. 

Lord  Beaumont. 

Henry  Lord  Willoughby  de  Broke. 

Hubert  George  Charles  Lord  Vaux  of 
Harrowden. 

Ralph  Gordon  Lord  Wentworth. 

Alfred  Thomas  Townshend  Lord  Braye. 

Robert  George  Lord  Windsor. 

William  Henry  John  Lord  North. 

Beauchamp  Mowbray  Lord  St.  John  of 
Bletso. 

Frederick  George  Lord  Howard  de 
Walden. 

William  Joseph  Lord  Petre. 

John  Fiennes  Lord  Saye  and  Sele. 

John  Francis  Lord  Arundell  of  War- 
dour. 

John  Stuart  Lord  Clifton.  (Earl  of 
Damley.) 

John  Baptist  Joseph  Lord  Dormer. 

Henry  George  Lord  Teynham. 

Augustus  Frederick  Fitz-herbert  Lord 
Stafford. 

George  Frederick  William  Lord  Byron. 

Lewis    Henry   Hugh    Lord   Clifford  of* 
Chudleigh. 

Horace  Courtenay  Gammell  Lord 
Forbes.    (Elected  for  Scotland.) 

Alexander  William  Frederick  Lord 
Saltoun.     (Elected  for  Scotland.) 

Charles  William  Lord  Sinclair.  (Elected 
for  Scotland.) 
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Charles    Lord    Blantyre.      (Elected  for 
Scotland.) 

Alexander     Hugh     Lord     Balfour     of 
Burley.     (Elected  for  Scotland.) 

Walter  Hugh  Lord  Polwarth.     (Elected 
for  Scotland.) 

Richard  Edmund  Saint  Lawrence  Lord 
Boyle.     (Earl  of  Cork  and  Orrery.) 

George  Lord  Hay.     (Earl  of  Kinnovl.) 

Digby  Wentworth   Bayard   Lord   Mid- 
dleton. 

Frederick  George  Brabazon  Lord   Pon- 
sonby.     (Earl  of  Bessborouyh. ) 

Alfred  Nathaniel    Holden  Lord   Scars- 
dale. 

George  Florance  Lord  Boston. 

Charles  George  Lord  Lovell  and  Holland. 
(Earl  of  Egniont.) 

George  William  Henry  Lord  Vernon. 

Edward  Henry  Trafalgar  Lord  Digby. 

George  Douglas  Lord  Sundridge.  (Duke 
of  Argyll.) 

Martin  Bladen  Lord  Hawke. 

Henry  Thomas  Lord  Foley. 

Arthur  de  Cardonnel  Lord*  Dinevor. 

Thomas  Lord  Walsingham. 

William  Lord  Bagot. 

Charles  Henry  Lord  Southampton. 

John  Richard  Brinsley  Lord  Grantley. 

George  Bridges   Harley   Dennett   Lord 
Rodney. 

Henry  George  Lord  Lovaine. 

Philip  Reginald  Lord  Somers. 

Richard  Henry  Lord  Berwick. 

Edward  Lennox  Lord  Sherborne. 

Job   Henry  De  La  Poer  Lord  Tyrone. 
(Marquess  of  Waterford.) 

Richard  Henry  Lord  Carleton.     (Earl 
of  Shannon.) 

Charles  Lord  Suffield. 

Dudley  Wilmot  Lord  Dorchester. 

(  Lloyd  Lord  Kenyon. 

Charles  Cornwallis  Lord  Braybrooke. 

George  Augustus  Hamilton  Lord  Fisher- 
wick.    (Marquess  of  DonegaU.) 

Henry  Charles  Lord    Gage.     (Viscount 
Gage.) 

Thomas  John  Lord  Thurlow. 
William  Morton  Lord  Auckland. 


Charles  George  Lord  Lyttelton. 

Henry  George  Lord  Mendip.     (  Viscount 
Cltfdeiu) 

George  Lord  Stuart  of  Castle  Stuart. 
(Earl  of  Moray.) 

Alan  Plantagenet  Lord  Stewart  of  Garlies. 
(Earl  of  Galloway.) 

James  George  Henry  Lord  Saltersf ord. 
(Earl  of  Courtown. ) 

William     Lord     Brodrick.      (Viscount 
Midleton.) 

Frederick    Henry    William    Lord    Cal- 
thorpe. 

Peter  Robert  Lord  Gwydir. 

Charles  Robert  Lord  Carrington. 

William  Henry  Lord  Bolton. 

Thomas  Lyttleton  Lord  Lilford. 

Thomas  Lord  Ribblesdale. 

Edward      Donough     Lord    JInchiquin. 
(Elected  for  Ireland.) 

William  Charles  Lord  Carbery.     (Elected 
for  Ireland.) 

John    Thomas    William     Lord    Massy. 
(Elected  for  Ireland.) 

Francis      William       Lord       Kilmaine. 
(Elected  for  Ireland.) 

Robert   Lord  Clonbrock.      (Elected  for 
Ireland.) 

Charles  Mark   Lord  Headley.     (Elected 
for  Ireland.) 

Edward  Henry  Churchill  Lord  Crofton.  - 
(Elected  for  Ireland.) 

Hercules      Edward      Lord      Langford. 
(Elected  for  Ireland.) 

Dayrolles      Blakeney      Lord      Ventry. 
(Elected  for  Ireland.) 

Henry     O'Callaghan     Lord     Dunalley. 
(Elected  for  Ireland.) 

Eyre  Challoner   Henry  Lord    Clarina. 
(Elected  for  Ireland.) 

Henry   Francis   Seymour  Lord   Moore. 
(Marquess  of  Drogheda.) 

John   Henry   Lord  Loftus.     (Marquess 
of  Ely.) 

William      Lord     Carysfort.     (Earl    of 
Carysfoit.) 

George  Ralph  Lord  Abercromby. 

Charles  To  wry  Hamilton    Lord  Ellen- 
borough. 

Augustus      Frederick      Arthur      Lord 
Sandys. 
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John  Byrne  Leicester  Lord  De  Tabley. 

Charles  Stuart  Henry  Lord  Tenterden. 

William  Conyngham  Lord  Plunket. 

William  Frederick  Lord  Heytesbury. 

Archibald  Philip  Lord  Rosebery.  {Earl 
of  Rosebery.) 

Richard  James  Lord  Clanwilliam.  (Earl 
of  Clanioilliam.) 

William  Draper  Mortimer  Lord  Wyn- 
ford. 

Charles  Gore  Lord  Kilmarnock. 
(Earl  of  Err ol) 

Arthur  James  Francis  Lord  Fingall. 
(Earl  of  FingaU.) 

William  Philip  Lord  Sefton.  (Earl  of 
Sefion.) 

Robert  Bermingham  Lord  Clements* 
(Earl  of  LeUrim.) 

Thomas  Lord  Kenlis.  (Marquess  of 
Headfort.) 

Reginald  Lord  Chaworth.  (Earl  of 
Meatii.) 

Charles  Adolphus  Lord  Dunmore.  (Earl 
of Duninore.) 

Augustus  Frederick  George  Warwick 
Lord  Poltimore. 

Llewelyn  Nevill  Yaughan  Lord  Mostyn. 
Henry  Spencer  Lord  Templemore. 
Valentine  Frederick  Lord  Cloncurry. 
John  St.  Vincent  Lord  De  Saumarez. 
Thomas  Lord  Denman. 
James  Yorke  MacGregor  Lord  Abinger. 
Philip  Lord  De  L'Isle  and  Dudley. 
Francis  Denzil  Edward  Lord  Ashburton. 
Edward  George  Percy  Lord  Hatherton. 
Archibald     Brabazon     Sparrow     Lord 
Worlingham.     (Earl  ofGosford.) 

William  Frederick  Lord  Stratheden. 

Geoffrey  Dominick  Augustus  Frederick 
Lord  Oranmore  and  Browne.  (Elected 
for  Ireland.) 

Simon  Joseph  Lord  Lovat. 

William  Bateman  Lord  Bateman. 

Algernon  Hawkins  Thomond  Lord 
Kintore.     (Earl  of  Kintore.) 

George  Ponsonby  Lord  Lismore.  (Vis- 
count Lismore.) 

Derrick  Warner  William  Lord  Ross- 
more. 


North  Lord  Sheffield.     (Earl  of 
Keld.) 

n  Macnaghten  Lord  Erskine. 

i  John  Lord   Monteagle.     (Mar- 

8  ofSligo.) 

•d  Arthur  William  Patrick 
bings  Lord  Granard.  (Earl  of 
uird.) 

>rford  Lord  Crewe. 

Lord  Gardner. 

Thomas  Lord  Manners. 

Adrian  Louis  Lord  Hopetoun. 
d  of  Hopetoun.) 

d  Lord  Castlemaine.  (Elected  for 
ind.) 

s  Lord  Meldrum.  (Marquess  of 
Uy.) 

Egerton       Lord      Grinstead. 
'I  of  Enniskillen.) 

n  Hale  John  Charles  Lord  Fox- 
.     (Earl  of  Li/nerick.) 

Albert    Francis    Charles    Lord 
rchill. 

s  Robert  Canning  Lord  Harris. 

Jd  Charles  Edward  Lord  Col- 
ter. 

berg   Henry  Lord   Ker.      (Mar- 

9  of  Lothian.) 

Francis  Lord   Minster.      (Mar- 
9  Cont/ngfiam.) 

Edward  William  Theobald  Lord 
onde.     (MarqiiASS  of  Ormonde.) 

s  Richard  Lord  Wemyss.  (Earl 
remyss.) 

itrange  Lord  Clanbrassill.  (Earl 
*odea.) 

s  Lord  Silchester.    (Earl  of  Long- 

•) 

rthy    John     Eyre     Lord     Oriel. 

yount  Massereene.) 

Lord  Delamere. 

o  Watkin  Weld  Lord  Forester. 

Villiam  Lord  Rayleigh. 

Frederic  Lord  Gifford. 

b  George  Lord  Somerhill.  (Mar- 
?  of  Clanricarde.) 

Ludovic  Lord  Wigan.  (Earl  of 
vford  and  Balcarres.) 

•  John  Mark  Lord  Ranfurly. 
*l  of  Ranjurly.) 


Robert    Shapland   George   Julian  Lord 
Carew. 


Charles  Frederick  Ashley  Cooper  Lord 
De  Mauley. 

Arthur  Lord  Wrottesley. 

Charles  Douglas  Richard  Lord  Sudeley. 

Paul  Sanford  Lord  Methuen. 

Henry  Edward  John   Lord   Stanley  of 

Alderley. 
William  Henry  Lord  Leigh. 

Beilby  Lord  Wenlock. 

William  Lord  Lurgan. 

Thomas    Spring     Lord     Monteagle     of 
Brandon. 

John  Reginald  Upton  Lord  Seaton. 

John  Manley  Arbuthnot  Lord  Keane. 

John  Lord  Oxenfoord.     ( Earl  of  Stair.) 

Hussey  Crespigny  Lord  Vivian. 

Henry  William  Lord  Congleton. 

Denis  St.  George  Lord  Dunsandle  and 
Clanconal.     (Elected  for  Ireland.) 

Victor   Alexander   Lord     Elgin.     {Earl 
of  Elgin  and  Kincardine.) 

Thomas  Montague  Morrison  Lord  Truro. 

Arthur  Lord  De  Freyne. 

Edward      Burtenshaw       Lord       Saint 
Leonards. 

George  Fitz-Roy  Henry  Lord  Raglan. 

Valentine    Augustus     Lord     Kenmare. 
(Earl  of  Kenmare.) 

Henry  Lord  Belper. 

Richard   Wogan   Lord  Talbot  de  Mala- 
hide. 

Robert  Lord  Ebury. 

Charles  Compton   William   Lord   Ches- 
ham. 

Frederic  Augustus  Lord  Chelmsford. 

John  Lord  Churston. 

Henry  Lord  Leconfield. 

Wilbraham  Lord  Egerton. 

Godfrey  Charles  Lord  Tredegar. 

Fitz  Patrick  Henry  Lord  Lyveden. 
Henry    Charles    Lord    Brougham    and 
Vaux. 

Arthur  Fitz-Gerald  Lord  Kinnaird. 
Richard  Luttrell  Pilkington  Lord  West- 
bury. 

Francis     William      Fitzhardinge    Lord 
Fitzhardinge. 
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Luke  Lord  Annaly. 

Robert  Offley  Ashburtou  Lord   Hougb 


ton. 

John  Gaspard  Le  Marchant  Lord  Romillj; 

James  Herbert  Gustavus  Meredyth  Lord 
Meredyth.     (Lord  Athlumney.) 

Windham  Thomas  Lord  Kenry.     (Earl 
of  Dunraven  and  Mount-Earl.) 

Charles  Stanley  Lord  Monck.     (  Viscount 
Monck.) 

John   Major    Lord   Hartismere.     (Lord 
Henniker.) 

Hedworth  Hylton  Lord  Hylton. 

George  Sholto  Gordon  Lord  Penrhyn. 

Gustavus     Russell     Lord     Brancepeth. 
(Viscount  Boi/ne.) 

John  Henry  Lord  Kesteven. 

Arthur  Lord  Ormathwaite. 

Edward  Lord  O'Neill. 

Robert  William  Lord  Napier. 

Jenico    William   Joseph  Lord  Gorman- 
ston.     (Viscount  Gomnanston.) 

Thomas      Kane      Lord       Rathdonnell. 
(Elected  for  Ireland.) 

John  Hamilton  Lord  Lawrence. 

James  Plaisted  Lord  Penzance. 

John  Lord  Dunning.     (Lord  KoUo.) 
James     Lord     Balinhard.        (Earl     of 
Smthesk.) 

William  Lord  Hare.     (Earl  of  Liskneel) 
Francis     Edward     Lord     Howard     of 
Glossop. 

Bernard       Edward       Barnaby       Lord 
Castletown. 

John  Emerich  Edward  Lord  Acton. 

Thomas  Charles  Lord  Robartes. 

Frederick  Lord  Wolverton. 

Algernon  William  Fulke  Lord  Greville. 

Thomas  Towneley  Lord  O'Hagan. 

William  Lord  Sandhurst. 

Francis  Lord  Ettrick.      (Lord  Kapler.) 

James    Charles  Herbert  Welbore  Ellis 
Lord  Somerton.  (Earl  of  Xormanton.) 

Henry  Austin  Lord  Aberdare. 

James  Lord  Moncreiff. 

John  Duke  Lord  Coleridge. 

William  Lord  Emly. 

Chichester    Samuel    Lord    Carlingford. 
(Lord  Clemnont.) 
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Francis  Lord  Cottesloe. 

aney  Lord  Hampton. 

ird  Winmarleigh. 

Alexander  Lord  Douglas.    (Earl 

me.) 

George   Maule    Lord    Ramsay. 

of  Dalhousie.) 
enry  Lord    Fermanagh.     (Earl 

) 

i  Richard  Lord  Harlech. 

Gterard  Lord  Alington. 

lam  Frederic  Lord  Tollemache. 

i  Cansfield  Lord  Gerard. 

Sackville  Lord  Sackville. 

3rd  Blackburn. 

Bowyer  Lord  Norton. 

iord  Shute.      ( Viscount  Barring- 

i    Lord    Watson.         (A  Lord  of 

%l  in  Ordinary.) 

ce  Hesketh  Lord  Haldon. 

rtie  Lord  Wimborne. 

Edward  Lord  Ardilaun. 

Wallace  Alexander  Napier  Lord 
ngton. 

Frederick  Lord  Donington. 
Edwin  Lord  Trevor, 
•u  William  Lord  Rowton. 
[  Hugessen  Lord  Brabourne. 

Oliver  Villiers  Lord  Ampthill. 
i      Montagu     Lord     Tweeddale. 
que88  of  Tweeddale.) 
i   Ulick  Tristram   Lord   Howth. 
I  of  Howth.) 

James  Lord  Reay. 
rt  Lord  Derwent. 
James  Lord  Hoth field. 

Coutts  Lord  Tweedmouth. 

William  Wilshere  Lord   Bram- 

ck   Beauchamp   Paget  Lord  Al- 
t'. 

Lord  Tennyson. 

Lord  Strathspey.     (Earl  of  Sea- 

) 

eorge  Lord  Monk  Bretton. 
Charles  Lord  Northbourne. 


Arthur  Saunders  William  Charles  Fox 
Lord  Sudley.     (  En rl  of  A  rran. ) 

John  Robert   William   Lord   de  VescL 
(Viscourd  de   Yesci.) 

Marmaduke  Francis  Lord  Herries. 

Hardinge  Stanley  Lord  Halsbury.     (/.•• 
anotlier  Place  as  Lord  High  Chancellor. } 

Mervyn  Edward  Lord  Powerscourt.     (In 
another  Place  as  Viscount  Pcnverscourt.) 

Anthony     Henley     Lord    Northington- 
(Lord  Henley.) 

Nathaniel  Mayer  Lord  Rothschild. 

Edward  Charles  Lord  Revelstoke. 

Robert  Lord  Monkswell. 

Arthur  Lord  Hobhouse. 

Ralph  Robert  Wheeler  Lord  Lingen. 

Edward  Lord  Ashbourne. 

Rowland  Lord  Saint  Oswald. 

Robert  James  Lord  Wantage. 

William  Baliol  Lord  Eshei . 

George  William  Lord  Deramore. 

Henry  John   Lord   Montagu  of   Beau- 
lieu. 

William  Buller  Fullerton  Lord  Elphin- 
stone. 

Charles  John  Lord  Colville  of  Culross. 

Farrer  Lord  Herschell. 

Charles  Henry  Lord  Hillingdon. 

Samuel  Charles  Lord  Hindlip. 

Edmund  Lord  Grimthorpe. 

Richard  de  Aquila  Lord  Stalbridge. 

William  Lord  Kensington. 

Michael  Arthur  Lord  Burton. 

John  Glencairn  Carter  Lord  Hamilton 
of  Dalzell. 

Thomas  Lord  Brassey. 

Henry  Lord  Thring. 

Frederick     Arthur     Lord     Stanley     of 
Preston. 

Edward  Lord  Macnaghten.       (A  Lor* 

of  Appeal  in  Ordinary.) 
Robert  Lord  Connemara. 
Claude  Lord  Bowes.  (In  anotlier  Place  a* 

Earl  of  Strathnwre  and  Kinghorn.) 

George  Edmund  Milnes  Lord  Monckton. 
(Viscount  Galway.) 

John  Lord  Saint  Levan. 

James  Douglas  Lord  Magheramorne. 
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William  George  Lord  Armstrong. 

George  Lord  Basing. 

William  Henry  Lord  De  Ramsey. 

William  Meriton  Lord  Cheylesmore. 

Egerton  Lord  Addington. 

Henry  Thurstan  Lord  Knutsford.  (In 
another  Place  as  one  of  Her  Majesty's 
Principal  Secretaries  of  State.) 

John  Lord  Savile. 


Michael    Lord    Morris.       (A     Lord 
Appeal  in  Ordinary.) 

William  Ventris  Lord  Field. 

Francis  Richard  Lord  Sandford. 

Edward  Cecil  Lord  Iveagh. 

James  Lord  Hannen.    (A  Lord  of  App 
in  Ordinary.) 

George  Lord  Mount  Stephen. 

Samuel  Lord  Masham. 
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THE    NAMES    OF    MEMBERS 


ibturned  to  serve  in  the  twenty-fourth  parliament  of  the  united 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  summoned  to  meet  at 
Westminster  the  Fifth  Day  of  August,  One  Thousand  Eight 
Hundred  and  Eighty  Six,  as  ry  the  several  Returns  filed  in  the 
Office  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown  in  Chancery  appears.  Corrected 
to  the  Meeting  of  the  Parliament  on  the  9th  Ferruary,  1892. 


BEDFORD. 

Northern,  or  Biggleswade  Division, 
iscount  Baring. 

Southern,  or  Luton  Division, 
yril  Flower. 

BEDFORD    BOROUGH, 
imuel  Whitbread. 

BERKS. 

Northern,  or  Abingdon  Division, 
hilip  Wroughton. 

Southern,  or  Newbury  Division, 
Tilliam  George  Mount. 
Eastern,  or  Wokingham  Division, 
r  George  Russell,  bt. 

READING    BOROUGH, 
tiarles  Townshend  Murdoch. 

WINDSOR  (NEW)  BOROUGH, 
rancis  Tress  Barry. 

BUCKS. 

Northern,  or  Buckingham  Division, 
erbert  Samuel  Leon. 

Mid,  or  Aylesbury  Division, 
aron  Ferdinand  James  de  Rothschild. 

Southern,  or  Wycombe  Division, 
iscount  Curzon. 


CAMBRIDGE. 

Northern,  or  Wisbech  Division, 
Hon.  Arthur  George  Brand. 

Western,  or  Chesterton  Division, 
Sir  Charles  Hall,  K.C.M.G. 

Eastern,  or  Newmarket  Division, 
George  Newnes.     . 

CAMBRIDGE    UNIVERSITY. 
Richard  Claverhouse  Jebb. 
Sir  George  Gabriel  Stokes,  bt. 

CAMBRIDGE    BOROUGH. 
Robert  Uniacke  Penrose  FitzGerald. 

CHESTER. 

WlRRAL   DIVI8ION. 

Colonel    Edward      Thomas     Davenant 
Cotton-Jodrell. 

Eddisbury  Division, 
Henry  James  Tollemache. 

Macclesfield  Division, 
William  Bromley  Davenport. 

Crewe  Division, 
Walter  Stowe  Bright  McLaren. 

Northwich  Division, 
John  Tomlinson  Brunner. 

Altrincham  Division, 
Sir  William  Cunlifife  Brooks,  bt. 
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Members. 


Chester— conL 

Hyde  Division. 
Joseph  Watson  Sidebotham. 

Knutsford  Division, 
Hon.  Alan  de  Tatton  Egerton. 

BIRKENHEAD  BOROUGH. 

Ceneral    Sir    Edward    Bruce    Hamley, 
K.G.B. 

CHESTER  BOROUGH. 
Robert  Armstrong  Yerburgh. 

STOCKPORT  BOROUGH. 
Louis  John  Jennings, 
-Sydney  Gedge. 

CORNWALL. 

Western,  or  St.  Ives  Division, 
Thomas  Bedford  Bolitho. 

North  -  Western,  or  Camborne   Divi- 
sion, 

Charles  Augustus  Vansittart  Conybeare. 

Truro  Division, 

William  Bickf ord-Smith . 

Mid,  or  St.  Austell  Division, 
William  Alexander  M'Arthur. 

South-Eastern,  or  Bodmin  Division, 
Rt.  Hon.  Leonard  Henry  Courtney. 

North-Eastern,  or  Launceston 
Division, 

Charles  Thomas  Dyke  Acland. 

PENRYN  AND   FALMOUTH  BOROUGH. 
William  George  Cavendish  Bentinck. 

CUMBERLAND. 

Northern,  or  Eskdale  Division, 
Robert  Andrew  Allison. 

Mid,  or  Penrith  Division, 
James  William  Lowther. 

Cockermouth  Division, 
Sir  Wilfrid  Lawson,  bt. 

Western,  or  Egremont  Division, 
Lord  Muncaster. 

CARLISLE  BOROUGH. 
William  Court  Gully. 

WHITEHAVEN  BOROUGH. 
James  Bain,  kt. 


DERBY. 
High  Peak  Division, 
William  Sidebottom. 

North-Eastern  Division, 
Thomas  Dolling  Bolton. 

Chesterfield  Division, 
Alfred  Barnes. 

Western  Division, 
Victor  Christian  William  Cavendish. 

Mid  Division, 
James  Alfred  Jacoby. 

Ilkeston  Division, 
Sir  Balthazar  Walter  Foster. 

Southern  Division, 

Henry  Wardle. 

DERBY    BOROUGH. 
Thomas  Roe, 

Rt.  Hon.  Sir  William  George  Grair 
Venables  Vernon  Harcourt,  kt. 

DEVON. 
Eastern,  or  Honiton  Division, 
Sir  John  Henry  Kennaway,  bt. 

North-Eastern,  or  Tiverton  Divisu 
Col.  Sir  William  Hood  Walrond,  bt. 

Northern,  or  South  Molton  Divis 
George  Lambert. 

North-Western,  or  Barnstapli 
Division, 

George  Pitt-Lewis. 

Western,  or  Tavistock  Division 
Viscount  Ebrington. 

Southern,  or  Totnes  Division, 

Francis  Bingham  Mildmay. 

Torquay  Division, 
Richard  Mai  lock. 

Mid,  or  Ashburton  Division, 
Charles  Seale-Hayne. 

DEVONPORT    BOROUGH. 
Sir  John  Henry  Puleston,  kt. 
Captain  George  Edward  Price. 

EXETER    BOROUGH. 
Hon.  Sir  H.  Stafford  Northcote,  bt., 

PLYMOUTH    BOROUGH. 
Sir  Edward  Bates,  bt. 
Sir  Edward  George  Clarke,  kt. 
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DORSET. 
Northern  Division, 
i.  Edwin  Berkeley  PortmaD. 

Eastern  Division, 
i.  Humphry  Naipier  Sturt. 
Southern  Division, 
liam  Ernest  Brymer. 

Western  Division, 
iry  Richard  Farquharson. 

DURHAM. 

Jarrow  Division, 
Charles  Mark  Palmer,  bt. 

Houghton-le-Spring  Division, 
holas  Wood. 

Chester-le-Street  Division, 
les  Joicey. 

North-Western  Division, 
wellyn  Archer  Atherley- Jones. 

Mid  Division, 
in  Wilson. 

South-Eastern  Division, 
ut.-General     Sir   Henry   Marshman 
lavelock-Allan,  bt.,  V.C.,  K.C.B. 

Bishop  Auckland  Division, 
les  Mellor  Paulton. 

Barnard  Castle  Division, 
Joseph  Whitwell  Pease,  bt. 

DARLINGTON  BOROUGH, 
jodore  Fry. 

DURHAM  BOROUGH. 
>mas  Mil  vain. 

GATESHEAD  BOROUGH, 
n.  Walter  Henry  James. 

IARTLEPOOLS  (THE)  BOROUGH, 
ristopher  Furness. 

SOUTH  SHIELDS  BOROUGH. 
nes  Cochran  Stevenson. 

STOCKTON  BOROUGH. 
Horace  Davey,  kt. 

SUNDERLAND  BOROUGH, 
auel  Storey, 
ward  Temperley  Gourley. 


ESSEX. 

South-Western,  or  Walthamstow 
Division, 

Colonel  William  Thomas  Makins. 

Southern,  or  Romford  Division, 
James  Theobald. 

Western,  or  Epping  Division, 
Right   Hon.    Sir    Henry  John   Selwin- 
Ibbetson,  bt. 

Northern,  or  Saffron   Walden 
Division, 

Herbert  Colstoun  Gardner. 

North-Eastern,  or  Harwich  Division, 
James  Round. 

Eastern,  or  Maldon  Division, 
Charles  Wing  Gray. 

Mm,  or  Chelmsford  Division, 
William  James  Beadel. 

South-Eastern  Division, 
Major  Frederic  Carne  Rasch. 

COLCHESTER  BOROUGH. 
Lord  Brooke. 

WEST  HAM  BOROUGH. 

North  Division, 
James  Forrest  Fulton. 

South  Division, 
Major  George  Edward  Banes. 

GLOUCESTER. 

Mid,  or  Stroud  Division, 
George  Holloway. 

Northern,  or  Tewkesbury  Division, 
Sir  John  Edward  Dorington,  bt. 

Eastern,  or  Cirencester  Division, 
Arthur  Brend  Winterbotham. 

Forest  of  Dean  Division, 
Godfrey  Blundell  Samuelson. 

Southern,  or  Thornbury  Division, 
Lord  Dunsany. 

BRISTOL  BOROUGH. 

West  Division, 
Rt.   hon.   Sir  Michael    Edward    Hicks 
Beach,  bt. 
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Gloucester — cant. 

Xorth  Division, 
Lewis  Fry. 

East  Division, 
Sir  Joseph  Dodge  Weston. 

South  Division, 
Col.  Edward  Stock  Hill,  C.B. 

CHELTENHAM  BOROUGH. 
James  Tynte  Agg-Gardner. 

GLOUCESTER  BOROUGH. 
Thomas  Robinson. 

HANTS. 

Northern,  or  Basingstoke  Division, 
Arthur  Frederick  Jeffreys. 

Western,  or  Andover  Division, 
William  Wither  Bramston  Beach. 

Eastern,  or  Petersfield  Division, 
Viscount  Wolmer. 

Southern,  or  Fareham  Division, 
General  Sir  Frederick  Wellington  John 
Fitz  Wygram,  bt. 

New  Forest  Division, 
Francis  Compton. 

CHRISTCHURCH    BOROUGH. 
Charles  Edward  Baring  Young. 

PORTSMOUTH    BOROUGH. 
Major. -Gen.     Sir     William      Crossman, 

K.C.M.G. 
Sir  Samuel  Wilson. 

SOUTHAMPTON  BOROUGH. 
Alfred  Giles, 
Francis  H.  Evans. 

WINCHESTER  BOROUGH. 
Richard  Moss. 

HEREFORD. 
Northern,  or  Leominster  Division, 
James  Rankin. 

Southern,  or  Ross  Division, 
Michael  Biddulph. 

HEREFORD    BOROUGH. 
Sir  Joseph  Russell  Bailey,  bt. 


HERTFORD. 

Northern,  or  Hitchin  Division 

Robert  Dimsdale  (Baron  of  the  Ru 
Empire). 

Eastern,  or  Hertford  Divisio> 
Abel  Smith. 

Mid,  or  St.  Alban's  Division, 
Viscount  Grimston. 

Western,  or  Watford  Division 
Thomas  Frederick  Halsey. 


HUNTINGDON. 

Southern,  or  Huntingdon  Divisk 
Arthur  Hugh  Smith-Barry. 

Northern,  or  Ramsay  Division. 
Hon.  Ailwyn  Edward  Fellowes. 


ISLE  OF  WIGHT. 
Sir  Richard  Everard  Webster,  kt. 


KENT. 

Western,  or  Sevenoaks  Divisioi 
Hon.  Charles  William  Mills. 

North- Western,  or  Dartford 
Division, 

Rt.  Hon.  Sir  William  Hart  Dyke,  bt. 

South- Western,  or  Tunbridoe 
Division, 
Robert  Norton. 

Mid,  or  Medway  Division, 
Hon.  John  Stewart  Gathorne- Hardy. 

North-Eastern,  or  Faversham 
Division, 
Hon.     Herbert     Thomas     Knatchb 
Hugessen. 

Southern,  or  Ashford  Division, 
William  Fomfret  Pomfret. 

Eastern,  or  St.  -Augustine's  Divisi 
Rt.  Hon.  Aretas  Akers-Douglas. 

Isle  of  Thanet  Division, 
Rt  Hon.  James  Lowther. 

CANTERBURY  BOROUGH. 
John  Henniker  Heaton. 


List  of 
ht — cont. 

CHATHAM  B&ROUGH. 
Hon.  Sir  John  Eldon  Gorst,  kt. 

DEPTFORD  BOROUGH, 
tries  John  Darling. 

DOVER  BOROUGH, 
rge  Wyndham. 

GRAVESEND  BOROUGH, 
n  Bazley-White. 

GREENWICH  BOROUGH. 
>mas  William  Boord. 

HYTHE  BOROUGH. 
Edward  William  Watkin,  bt. 

LEWISHAM  BOROUGH, 
n  Penn. 

MAIDSTONE  BOROUGH. 
J.  Wykeham  Cornwallis. 

ROCHESTER  BOROUGH, 
i.  Edward  Knatchbull-Hugessen. 

WOOLWICH   BOROUGH. 
Dnel  Edwin  Hughes. 

LANCASTER. 

North  Lancashire. 
North  Lonsdale  Division, 
liam  George  Ainslie. 

Lancaster  Division, 
les  Williamson. 

Blackpool  Division, 
Matthew  White  Ridley,  bt. 

Chorley  Division, 
it.-Gen.     Handle    Joseph    Feilden, 
.M.G. 

North-East  Lancashire. 
Darwen  Division, 
aunt  Cranborne. 

Clitheroe  Division, 
Hon.   Sir    Ughtred    James 
mttleworth,  bt. 

Accrington  Division, 
ert  Trotter  Herajon-Hodge. 

ROSSEND  VT.E  DIVISION, 

1  H.  Maden. 
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Sonth-East  Lancashire* 
Westhoughton  Division, 
Frank  Hardcastle. 

Heywood  Division, 
Isaac  Hoyle. 

Middleton  Division, 
Thomas  Fielden. 

Radcliffe-cum-Farnworth  Division, 
Robert  Leake. 

Eccles  Division, 
Henry  John  Roby. 

Stretford  Division, 
John  William  Maclure. 

Gorton  Division, 
William  Mather. 

Prestwich  Division, 
Robert  Gray  Cornish  Mowbray. 

South-West  Lancashire. 
Southport  Division, 
Hon.  George  Nathaniel  Curzon. 

Ormskire  Division, 
Arthur  Bower  Forwood. 

Bootle  Division. 
Lt.-Colonel  Thomas  Myles  Sandys. 

Widnes  Division, 
Tom  Gottingham  Edwards- Moss. 

Newton  Division, 
Thomas  Wodehouse  Legh. 

Ince  Division, 

Colonel    Henry    Blundell    Hollinshead 
Blundell,  C.B. 

Leigh  Division, 
Caleb  Wright. 

ASHTON-UNDER-LYNE   BOROUGH. 
John  Edmund  Wentworth  Addison. 

BARROW-IN-FURNESS  BOROUGH. 
James  Archibald  Duncan. 

BLACKBURN  BOROUGH. 
William  Coddington. 
William  Henry  Hornby. 

t     c     ] 
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BOLTON  BOROUGH. 
Herbert  Shepherd  Cross. 
Colonel  Hon.  Francis  Charles 
Bridgeman. 

BURNLEY  BOROUGH. 
J.  Spencer  Balfour. 

BURY  BOROUGH. 
Bight  Hon.  Sir  Henry  James,  kt. 

LIVERPOOL   BOROUGH. 
Kirkdale  Division, 
Sir  George  Smyth  Baden-Powell, 
K.C.M.G. 

Walton  Division, 
Miles  Walker  Mattinson. 

Everton  Division, 
(Vacant) 

West  Derby  Division, 
Hon.  William  Henry  Cross. 

Scotland  Division, 
Thomas  Power  O'Connor. 

Exchange  Division, 
Ralph  Neville. 

A  bercromby  Division, 
William  Frederick  Lawrence. 

East  Toxteth  Division, 
Rt.  Hon.  Baron  Henry  de  Worms. 

West  Toxteth  Division, 
Thomas  Bland  Royden. 

MANCHESTER  BOROUGH. 

North-West  Division, 
Sir  William  Henry  Houldsworth,  bt. 

North  Division, 
Charles  Ernest  Schwann. 

North-East  Division, 
Right  Hon.  Sir  James  Fergusson,  bt., 
G.C.S.I. 

East  Division, 
Right  Hon.  Arthur  James  Balfour. 

South  Division, 
Sir  Henry  Enfield  Roscoe,  kt. 

South- West  Division, 
Jacob  Bright. 


Lancaster — cont. 

OLDHAM-  BOROUGH. 
James  Mackenzie  Maclean. 
Elliott  Lees. 

PRESTON  BOROUGH. 
William  Edward  Murray  Tomlinson. 
Robert  William  Hanbury. 

ROCHDALE  BOROUGH. 
Thomas  Bayley  Potter. 

SALFORD  BOROUGH. 

North  Division, 
Edward  Hardcastle. 

West  Division, 
Lees  Knowles. 

South  Division, 
Henry  Hoyle  Howorth. 

ST.  HELENS  BOROUGH. 
Henry  Seton-Karr. 

STALYBRltiGE  BOROUGH. 
Tom  Harrop  Sidebottom. 

WARRINGTON  BOROUGH. 
Sir  Gilbert  Greenall,  bt. 

WIGAN  BOROUGH. 
Francis  Sharp  Powell. 

LEICESTER. 

Eastern,  or  Melton  Division, 
Marquess  of  Granby. 

Mid,  or  Loughborough  Division, 
Edwin  Joseph  Lisle  March  Phillipps 
Lisle. 

Western,  or  Bosworth  Division, 
James  Ellis. 

Southern,  or  Harborough  Dmsio] 
John  William  Logan. 

LEICESTER  BOROUGH. 
James  Allanson  Picton. 
Alexander  M'Arthor. 
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LINCOLN. 

West    Lindsey,    or    Gainsboro' 
Division, 
Col.  Henry  Eyre. 

North  Lindsey,  or    Brigg  Division, 
Samuel  Danks  Waddy. 

East  Lindsey,  or  Louth  Division, 
Arthur  Raymond  Heath. 

South   Lindsey,    or   Hobnoastle 

Division, 
Right  Hon.  Edward  Stanhope. 

North   Eesteven,  or    Sleaford 
Division, 
Right  Hon.  Henry  Chaplin. 

South   Kesteven,  or  Stamford   Divi- 
sion, 
Henry  John  Cokayne  Cust. 

Holland,  or  Spalding  Division, 

Halley  Stewart. 

BOSTON    BOROUGH. 
Henry  John  Farmer- Atkinson. 

GRANTHAM    BOROUGH. 
Malcolm  Low. 

GREAT    GRIMSBY    BOROUGH. 
Right  Hon.  Edward  Heneage. 

LINCOLN    BOROUGH. 
Frederick  Harold  Kerans. 

MIDDLESEX. 

Enfield  Division, 
Captain  Henry  Ferryman  Bowles. 

Tottenham  Division. 
Joseph  Howard. 

Hornset  Division, 
Henry  Charles  Stephens. 

Harrow  Division, 
William  Ambrose. 

Ealing  Division, 
Rt.  Hon.  Lord  George  Hamilton. 

•    Brentford  Division, 
James  Bigwood. 

'  TJxbrldge  Division, 
Frederick  Dixon  Dixon-Hartland. 


Middlesex — cont. 

BETHNAL  GREEN  BOROUGH. 

North-East  Division, 
George  Howell. 

Soitih-West  Division, 
Edward  Hare  Pickersgill. 

CHELSEA    BOROUGH. 
Charles  Algernon  Whitmore. 

FINSBURY    BOROUGH. 
Holborn  Division, 
Gainsford  Bruce. 

Central  Division, 
Captain  Frederick  Thomas  Penton. 

East  Division, 
James  Rowlands. 

FULHAM    BOROUGH. 
William  Hayes  Fisher. 

HACKNEY  BORCfUGH. 

North  Division 
Major-Gen.    Sir    Lewis   Pelly,  K.C.B.,. 
KC.S.I. 

Central  Division, 
Surgeon-General     Sir    William    Guyer 
Hunter,  K.C.M.G. 

South  Division, 
Sir  Charles  Russell,  kt. 

HAMMERSMITH    BOROUGH. 
Major-Gen.     Walter    Tuckfield    Golds- 

* 

worthy. 

HAMPSTEAD  BOROUGH. 
Edward  Brodie  Hoare. 

ISLINGTON  BOROUGH. 

North  Division, 
George  Christopher  Trout  Bartley. 

West  Division, 
Richard  Chamberlain. 

East  Division, 
Cowley  Lambert. 

South  Division, 
Sir  Albert  Kaye  Rollit,  kt. 

KENSINGTON  BOROUGH. 

North  Division, 
Sir  Roper  Lethbridge,  kt.,  K.C.LE 
[    c2    ] 
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Middlesex — Kensington  Boro' — cont. 

South  Division, 
Sir  Algernon  Borthwick,  bt. 

LONDON  UNIVERSITY. 
Bt.  Hon.  Sir  John  Lubbock,  bt. 

MARYLEBONE  BOROUGH. 
East  Division, 
Edmund  Boulnois. 

West  Division, 
Frederick  Seager  Hunt. 

PADDINGTON  BOROUGH. 
North  Division, 
John  Aird. 

South  Division, 
Bt.  Hon.  Lord  Randolph  Henry  Spencer 
Churchill. 

ST.  GEORGE'S,  HANOVER  SQUARE. 
Bt.  Hon.  George  Joachim  Goschen. 

ST.  PANCRAS  BOROUGH. 
North  Division, 
Thomas  Henry  Bolton. 

East  Division, 
Robert  Grant  Webster. 

West  Division, 
Harry  Lawson  Webster  Lawson. 

South  Division, 
Sir  Julian  Goldsmid,  bt. 

SHOREDITCH  BOROUGH. 
Hoxton  Division* 
James  Stuart. 

Haggerston  Division, 
William  Randal  Cremer. 

STRXND  BOROUGH. 

Hon.  William  Frederick  Danvers  Smith. 

TOWER  HAMLETS  BOROUGH. 

WhUechapd  Division, 

Samuel  Montagu. 

St.  George's  Division, 
Right  Hon.  Charles  Thomson  Ritchie. 

Limekouse  Division, 
Edward  Samuel  Norris. 

Mite  End  Division, 
Spenser  Charringtoii. 


Middlesex — Tower  Hamlets  Boro'- 

Stepney  Division, 
Frederick  Wootton  Isaacson. 

Bow  and  Bromley  Division, 
Sir    John     Charles     Ready      Colon 
K.C.M.G. 

Poplar  Division, 
Sydney  Charles  Buxton. 

WESTMINSTER  BOROUGH. 
William     Lehmann     Ashmead-Bartl 
Burdett-Coutts. 


LONDON  CITY. 
Henry  Hucks  Gibbs, 
Sir  Reginald  Hanson,  bt. 

MONMOUTH. 

Northern  Division, 
Thomas  Phillips  Price. 

Western  Division, 
Cornelius  Marshall  Warmington. 

Southern  Division, 
Col.  Hon.  Frederick  Courtenay  Morgi 

MONMOUTH  BOROUGH. 
Sir  George  Elliot,  bt. 

NORFOLK. 

North-Western  Division, 
Lord  Henry  C.  Bentinck. 

South- Western  Division, 
William  Amhurst  Tyssen  Amherst. 

Northern  Division, 
Herbert  Hardy  Cozens-Hardy. 

Eastern  Division, 
Sir  Edward  Birkbeck,  bt. 

Mid  Division, 
Robert  Thornhagh  Gurdon. 

Southern  Division, 
Francis  Taylor. 

GREAT  YARMOUTH  BOROUGH. 
Sir  Henry  Whatley  Tyler,  kt. 

KING'S  LYNN  BOROUGH. 
Alexander  Weston  Jarvis. 

NORWICH  BOROUGH. 
Jeremiah  James  Colman. 
Samuel  Hoare. 
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NORTHAMPTON. 

Northern  Division, 
Lord  Burghley. 

Eastern  Division, 
Francis  Allston  Channing. 

Mid  Division, 
Hon.  Charles  Robert  Spencer. 

Southern  Division, 
Sir  Rainald  Knightley,  bt. 

NORTHAMPTON  BOROUGH. 
Henry  Labouchere, 
Moses  Philip  Manfield. 

PETERBOROUGH  BOROUGH, 
Alpheus  Cleophas  Morton. 

NORTHUMBERLAND. 

Wansbeck  Division, 
Charles  Fenwick. 

Tyneside  Division, 
Wentworth  Blackett  Beaumont. 

Hexham  Division, 
Miles  Maclnnes. 

Berwick-upon-Tweed  Division, 
Sir  Edward  Grey,  bt. 

MORPETH  BOROUGH. 
Thomas  Burt. 

NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE  BOROUGH. 
Right  Hon.  John  Morley. 
James  Craig. 

TYNEMOUTH  BOROUGH. 
Richard  Sim  Donkin. 


NOTTINGHAM. 

Bassetlaw  Division, 
Sir  Frederick  George  Milner,  bt. 

Newark  Division, 
Viscount  Newark. 

Rusholiffe  Division, 
John  Edward  Ellis. 

Mansfield  Division, 
Cecil  George  Savile  Foljambe. 

NOTTINGHAM  BOROUGH. 
West  Division, 
Henry  Broadhurst. 

East  Division, 
Arnold  Morley. 

South  Division, 
Henry  Smith  Wright. 


OXFORD. 

Northern,  or  Banbury  Division,. 
Sir  Bernhard  Samuelson,  bt. 

Mm,  or  Woodstock  Division, 
George  Herbert  Morrell. 

Southern,  or  Henley  Division, 
Hon.  Francis  Parker. 

OXFORD  UNIVERSITY. 
Rt.   Hon.  Sir  John  Robert  Mowbray, 
bt.,  D.C.L. 

John  Gilbert  Talbot,  D.C.L 

OXFORD  BOROUGH.     . 
Alexander  William  Hall. 

—  -  -  ■  -  - j 

RUTLAND. 
George  Henry  Finch. 

SALOP. 
Western,  or  Oswestry  Division, 
Stanley  Leigh  ton. 

Northern,  or  Newport  Division, 
Col.  William  Slaney  Kenyon-Slaney. 
Mid,  or  Wellington  Division. 
Alexander  Hargreaves  Brown. 

Southern,  or  Ludlow  Division, 
Robert  Jasper  More. 

SHREWSBURY  BOROUGH. 
James  Watson. 

SOMERSET. 

Northern  Division, 
Evan  Henry  Llewellyn. 

Wells  Division, 
Colonel  Sir  Richard  Horner  Paget,  bt. 

Frome  Division. 
Viscount  Weymouth. 

Eastern  Division, 
Henry  Hobhouse. 

Southern  Division, 
Earl  of  Cavan. 

Bridgwater  Division, 
Edward  James  Stanley. 

Western,  or  Wellington  Division, 
Charles  Isaac  Elton. 


List  of 

SOMBKSET — COnt. 

BATH  BOROUGH. 
Edmond  Robert  Wodehouse. 
CoJ.  Robert  Peter  Laurie,  C.B. 

TAUNTON  BOROUGH. 
Hon.  Alfred  Percy  Allsopp. 

STAFFORD. 

Leek  Division, 
Harry  Tichborne  Hinckes. 

B.urton  Division, 
Sydney  Evershed. 

Western  Division, 
Hamar  Alfred  Bass. 

North- Western  Division, 
Captain  Justinian  Heathcote  Edwards- 
Heathoote. 

Lichfield  Division, 
Sir  John  Swinburne,  bt. 

KlNGSWINFORD   DIVISION, 

Alexander  Staveley  Hill. 

Handsworth  Division, 
Henry  Wiggin. 

HANLEY  BOROUGH. 
William  Woodall. 

NEWCA8TLE-UNDER-LYME  BOROUGH. 
Douglas  Henry  Coghill. 

STAFFORD  BOROUGH. 
Thomas  Salt. 

STOKE-UPON-TRENT  BOROUGH. 
George  Granville  Leveson-Gower. 

WALSALL  BOROUGH, 
Edward  Thomas  Holden. 

WEDNESBURY  BOROUGH. 
Hon.  Philip  James  Stanhope. 

WEST  BROMWICH  BOROUGH. 
James  Ernest  Spencer. 

WOLVERHAMPTON  BOROUGH. 

West  Division, 
Sir  William  Chichele  Plowden,  K.C.S.I. 

East  Division, 
Bt.  Hon.  Henry  Hartley  Fowler. 

South  Division, 
Bt.  Hon.  Charles  Pelham  Villiers. 
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SUFFOLK. 

Northern,  or  Lowestoft  Divisn 
Sir  Savile  Brinton  Crossley,  bt. 

North-Eastern,  or  Eye  Division 
Francis  Seymour  Stevenson. 

North-Western,  or  Stowmarke 

Division, 
Sydney  James  Stern. 

South,  or  Sudbury  Division, 
William  Cuthbert  Quilter. 

South-Eastern,  or  Woodbridgi 
Division, 

CoL  Robert  Hamilton  Lloyd  Anstrut 

BURY  ST.  EDMUNDS  BOROUGB 
Lord  Francis  Hervey. 

IPSWICH  BOROUGH. 
Sir  Charles  Dalrymple,  bt., 
Lord  Elcho. 


SUBBEY. 

North- Western,  or  Chertsei 
Division, 

Frederick  Alers  Hankey. 

South-Western,  or  Guildfori 
Division, 

Hon.    William     St.     John     Fremi 

Brodrick. 

South-Eastern,  or  Beiqate  Divh 
Sir  James  John  Trevor  Lawrence,  bl 

Mid,  or  Epsom  Division, 
Bt.  Hon.  George  Cubitt. 

Kingston  Division, 
Sir  John  Whittaker  Ellis,  bt. 

North-Eastern,  or  Wimbledo: 
Division, 

Henry  Cosmo  Orme  Bonsor. 
BATTERSEA  and  CLAPHAM  BOROI 

Battersea  Division, 
Octavius  Vaughan  Morgan. 

Clapham  Division, 
John  Saunders  Gilliat. 
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CAMBERWELL  BOROUGH. 

North  Division, 
John  Richards  Kelly. 

Peckham  Division, 
Arthur  Antony  Baumann. 

Didwich  Division, 
John  Blundell  Maple. 

CROYDON  BOROUGH. 
Hon.  Sidney  Herbert. 

LAMBETH  BOROUGH. 

North  Division, 
Lieut.-Gen.    Charles    Craufurd    Fraser, 
V.C.,  C.B. 

Kennington  Division, 
Mark  Hanbury  Beauf  oy. 

Brixton  Division, 
Marquess  of  Carmarthen. 

Norwood  Division, 
Thomas  Lynn  Bristowe. 

NEWINGTON  BOROUGH. 
West  Division, 
Charles  Wallwyn  Radcliffe  Cooke. 

Walworth  Division, 
Lewis  Henry  Isaacs. 

SOUTHWARK  BOROUGH. 
West  Division, 
Bichard  Knight  Causton. 

Rotherhithe  Division, 
Colonel  Charles  Edward  Hamilton. 

Bermondsey  Division, 
Alfred  Lafone. 

WANDSWORTH  BOROUGH. 
Henry  Kimber. 

SUSSEX. 

North-Western,  or  Horsham  Division, 

Colonel  Sir  Walter  Barttelot  Barttelot, 
bt.,  C.B. 

South- Western,  or  Chichester 

Division, 

Bt.  Hon.  Lord  Walter  C.  Gordon  Lennox. 

Northern,  or  East  Grinstead  Division, 

Hon.  Alfred  Erskine  Gathorne-Hardy. 


Sussex — cont. 

Mm,  or  Lewes  Division, 
Sir  Henry  Fletcher,  bt. 

Southern,  or  Eastbourne  Division, 
Admiral  Edward  Field. 

Eastern,  or  Rye  Division, 
Arthur  Montagu  Brookfield. 

BRIGHTON  BOROUGH. 
Rt.  Hon.  Sir  William  Thackeray  Mar- 
riott, kt., 
Gerald  Walter  Erskine  Loder. 

HASTINGS  BOROUGH. 
Wilson  Noble. 

WARWICK. 

Northern,  or  Tamworth  Division, 
Philip  Albert  Muntz. 
North-Eastern,  or  Nuneaton  Division, 
John  Stratford  Dugdale. 

South- Western,  or  Stratford-on- 
«  Avon  Division, 

Frederick  Townsend. 

South-Eastern,  or  Rugby  Division, 
Henry  Peyton  Cobb. 

ASTON  MANOR  BOROUGH. 
Captain  George  William  Grice-Hutchin- 
son. 

BIRMINGHAM  BOROUGH. 
Edgbaston  Division, 
George  Dixon. 

West  Division, 
Rt.  Hon.  Joseph  Chamberlain. 

Central  Division, 
John  Albert  Bright. 

North  Division, 
William  Kenrick. 

East  Division, 
Right  Hon.  Henry  Matthews. 

Bordesley  Division 
Jesse  Collings. 

South  Division, 
Joseph  Powell- Williams. 


List  of 
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COVENTRY  BOROUGH. 
William  Henry  Walter  Ballantine. 

WARWICK  &  LEAMINGTON  BOROUGH. 
Rt.  Hon.  Arthur  Wellesley  Peel. 

WESTMORELAND. 

Northern,  or  Appleby  Division, 
Hon.  William  Lowther. 

Southern,  or  Kendal  Division, 
Earl  of  Bective. 

WILTS. 

Northern,  or  Cricklade  Division, 
Mervyn  Herbert  Nevil  Story-Maskelyne. 

North-Western,  or  Chippenham 
Division, 
Lord  Henry  Bruce. 

Western,  or  Westbury  Division, 
George  Pargiter  Fuller. 

Eastern,  or  Devizes  Division, 
Walter  Hume  Long. 

Southern,  or  Wilton  Division, 
Sir  Thomas  Fraser  Grove,  bt. 

SALISBURY    BOROUGH. 
Edward  Henry  Hulse. 

WORCESTER. 

Western,  or  Bewdley  Division, 

Sir    Edmund    Anthony   Harley    Lech- 
mere,  bt. 

Southern,  or  Evesham  Division, 
Sir  Richard  Temple,  bt.,  G.C.S.I. 

Mn>;  or  Droitwich  Division, 
John  Corbett. 

Northern  Division, 
Benjamin  Hingley. 

Eastern  Division, 
George  Woodyatt  Hastings. 

DUDLEY  BOROUGH. 
Brooke  Robinson. 

KIDDERMINSTER  BOROUGH. 
Augustus  Frederick  Godson. 

WORCESTER  BOROUGH. 
Hon.  George  Higginson  Allsopp. 
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North  Riding, 
Thirsk  and  Malton  Division, 
Colonel  Hon.  Lewis  Payn  Dawnay. 

Richmond  Division, 
George  William  Elliot. 

Cleveland  Division, 
Henry  Fell  Pease. 

Whitby  Division, 
Ernest  William  Beckett. 

East  Riding, 
Holderness  Division, 
Commander  George  RichardiBethell,R 

Buckrose  Division, 
Christopher  Sykes. 

HOWDENSHIRE   DIVISION, 

Arthur  Dunoombe. 

West  Riding,  Northern  Part, 
Skipton  Division, 
Walter  Morrison. 

Keighley  Division, 
Isaac  Holden. 

Shipley  Division, 
Joseph  Craven. 

Sowerby  Division, 
Edward  Crossley. 

Elland  Division, 
Thomas  Wayman. 

West  Riding,  Southern  Part, 
Morley  Division, 
Charles  George  Milnes-Gaskell. 

Normanton  Division, 
Benjamin  Pickard. 

Colne  Valley  Division, 
Henry  Frederick  Beaumont. 

Holmpirth  Division, 
Henry  Joseph  Wilson. 

Barnsley  Division, 
Earl  Compton. 

Hallamshire  Division, 
Sir  Frederiok  Thorpe  Mappin,  bt. 


.  List  of 
Yobk — cant. 

BOTHEBHAM  DIVISION, 

Arthur  Herbert  Dyke  Acland. 

Doncasteb  Division, 
Hon.  W.  Henry  W.  Fitzwilliam. 

West  Biding,  Eastern  Fart, 
Ripon  Division, 
John  Lloyd  Wharton. 

Otley  Division, 
John  Barran. 

Barkston  Ash  Division, 
Colonel  Robert  Gunter. 

OSGOLDCBOSS    DIVISION, 

John  Austin. 

Pudsey  Division, 
Briggs  Priestley. 

Spen  Valley  Division, 
Joseph  Woodhead. 

BRADFORD  BOROUGH. 

West  Division, 
Alfred  Illingworth. 

Central  Division, 
Right  Hon.  John  George  Shaw  Lefevre. 

East  Division, 
Henry  Byron  Reed. 

DEW8BURY   BOROUGH. 
Mark  Oldroyd. 

HALIFAX  BOROUGH. 
Thomas  Shaw, 
Rt.  Hon.  James  Stansfeld. 

HUDDER8FIELD  BOROUGH, 
William  Summers. 

KINGSTON-UPON-HULL  BOROUGH. 
East  Division, 
Frederick  Brent  Grotrian. 

Central  Division, 
Henry  Seymour  King. 

West  Division, 
Charles  Henry  Wilson. 

LEEDS  BOROUGH. 
North  Division, 
Right  Hon.  William  Lawies  Jackson. 
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Central  Division, 
Gerald  William  Balfour. 

East  Division, 
John  Lawrence  Gane, 

West  Division, 
Herbert  John  Gladstone. 

South  Division, 
Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Lyon  Playfair,  K.C.B. 

MIDDLESBROUGH  BOROUGH. 
Isaac  Wilson. 

PONTEFRACT  BOROUGH. 
Hon.  Rowland  Winn. 

SCARBOROUGH  BOROUGH. 
Joshua  Bowntree. 

SHEFFIELD  BOROUGH. 

Attercliffe  Division, 
Hon.  Bernard  John  Seymour- Coleridge. 

Brightside  Dwision, 
Rt.  Hon.  Anthony  John  Mundella. 

Central  Division, 
Colonel  Charles  Edward   Howard  Vin- 
cent, C.B. 

Hallam  Division, 
Charles  Beilby  Stuart- Wortley. 

Ecclesall  Division, 
Ellis  Ashmead-Bartlett. 

WAKEFIELD  BOROUGH. 
Sir  Edward  Green,  bt. 

YORK  BOROUGH. 
Alfred  Edward  Pease. 
Frank  Lockwood. 

WALES. 

ANGLESEA. 
Thomas  P.  Lewis. 

BRECKNOCK. 
William  Fuller  Maitland. 

CARDIGAN. 
William  Bowen  Rowlands. 
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CARMARTHEN. 

Eastern  Division, 
Abel  Thomas. 

Western  Division, 
John  Lloyd  Morgan. 

CARMARTHEN  BOROUGH. 
Sir    Emile    Algernon    Arthur    Keppel 
Stepney-Cowell,  bt. 

CARNARVON.     . 
Southern  or  Eifion  Division, 
John  Bryn  Roberts. 

Northern  or  Arfon  Division, 
William  Rathbone. 

CARNARVON  BOROUGH. 
David  Lloyd-George. 

DENBIGH. 

Eastern  Division, 
Rt.  Hon.  George  Osborne  Morgan. 

Western  Division, 
Colonel  William  Cornwallis  West. 

DENBIGH    BOROUGH. 
Hon.  George  Thomas  Kenyon. 

FLINT. 
Samuel  Smith. 

FLINT    BOROUGH. 
John  Roberts. 

GLAMORGAN. 
Eastern  Division, 
Alfred  Thomas. 

Rhondda  Division, 
William  Abraham. 

Western  or  Gower  Division, 
David  Randell. 

Mid  Division, 
Samuel  Thomas  Evans. 

Southern  Division, 
Arthur  John  Williams. 

CARDIFF    BOROUGH. 
Sir  Edward  James  Reed,  K.C.B. 

MERTHYR    TYDVIL    BOROUGH. 
David  Alfred  Thomas. 
W.  Pritchard  Morgan. 


Members. 

SWANSEA    BOROUGH, 
Swansea,  Town, 
Lewis  Llewelyn  Dillwyn. 

Swansea,  District, 
Sir  Henry  Hussey  Vivian,  bt. 

MERIONETH. 
Thomas  Edward  Ellis. 

MONTGOMERY. 
Stuart  Rendel. 

MONTGOMERY   BOROUGH. 
Hon.  Frederick  Stephen  Archibald  Han 
bury-Tracy. 

PEMBROKE. 
William  Davies. 

PEMBROKE    AND    HAVERFORDWEST 

BOROUGH. 

Adm.  Richard  Charles  Mayne,  C.B. 

RADNOR. 
Hon.  Arthur  Henry  John  Walsh. 


SCOTLAND. 


ABERDEEN. 

Eastern  Division, 
Peter  Esslemont. 

Western  Division, 
Robert  Farquharson,  M.D. 

ABERDEEN  BURGH. 
North  Division, 
William  Alexander  Hunter. 

South  Division, 
James  Bryce. 

ARGYLL. 
Colonel  John  Wingneld  Malcolm. 

AYR. 
Northern  Division, 
Hon.  Hugh  Frederick  Hislop  Elliot. 

Southern  Division, 
Hon.  Greville  Richard  Ternon. 

AYR  DISTRICT  OF  BURGHS. 
James  Somervell. 

KILMARNOCK  DISTRICT  OF  BURGHE 
Stephen  Williamson. 
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BANFF. 
Robert  William  Duff. 

BERWICK. 
Right  Hon.  Edward  Marjoribanks. 

BUTE. 
Andrew  Graham  Murray. 

CAITHNESS. 
Gavin  Brown  Clark. 

WICK  DISTRICT  OF  BURGHS. 
John  Macdonald  Cameron. 

CLACKMANNAN  AND   KINROSS. 
Rt.  Hon.  John  Blair  Balfour. 

DUMBARTON. 
Sir  Archibald  Orr  Ewing,  bt. 

DUMFRIES. 
Sir  Robert  Jardine,  bt. 

DUMFRIES  DISTRICT  OF  BURGHS. 
Robert  Threshie  Reid. 

EDINBURGH  (Mid  Lothian). 
Rt.  Hon.  William  Ewart  Gladstone. 

EDINBURGH  BURGH. 
East  Division, 
Robert  Wallace. 

West  Division, 
Thomas  Ryburn  Buchanan. 

Central  Division, 
William  McEwan. 

South  Division, 
Rt.  Hon.  Hugh  Culling  Eardley  Childers. 

EDINBURGH  and  ST.  ANDREW'S  UNI- 

VERSITIES. 

Sir  Charles  John  Pearson,  kt. 

LEITH  DISTRICT  OF  BURGHS. 
Ronal  Crawfurd  Munro  Ferguson. 

ELGIN  and  NAIRN. 
John  Seymour  Keay. 

ELGIN  DISTRICT   OF  BURGHS. 
Alexander  Asher. 


FIFE. 
Easteen  Division, 
Herbert  Henry  Asquith. 

Western  Division, 
Augustine  Birrell. 

KIRKCALDY  DISTRICT  OF  BURGHS. 
Sir  George  Campbell,  kt.,  K.G.S.I. 

ST.  ANDREWS  DISTRICT  OF  BURGHS. 
Henry  Torrens  Anstruther. 

FORFAR. 
James  William  Barclay. 

DUNDEE    BURGH. 
Edmund  Robertson. 
John  Leng. 

MONTROSE  DISTRICT  OF  BURGHS, 
John  Shiress  Will. 

HADDINGTON, 
Richard  Burdon  Haldane. 

INVERNESS. 
Charles  Fraser-Mackintosh. 

INVERNESS  DISTRICT  OF  BURGHS, 
Robert  Bannatyne  Finlay. 

KINCARDINE. 
General  Sir  George  Balfour,  K.C.B. 

KIRKCUDBRIGHT" 
Mark  John  Stewart. 

LANARK. 
Govan  Division, 
John  Wilson. 

Partick  Division, 
James  Parker  Smith. 

North- Western  Division, 
Robert  Bontine  Cunninghame  Graham. 

North-Eastern  Division, 
Donald  Crawford. 

Mid-Division, 
John  Wynf  ord  Philipps. 

Southern  Division, 
James  Henry  Cecil  Hozier. 
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GLASGOW  BURGH. 

Bridyeton  Division, 

Rt.  Hon.  Sir  George  Otto  Trevelyan,  bt. 

Camlachie  Division, 

Hugh  Watt. 

St.  Rollox  Division. 

•      •      •  t 

James  Caldwell. 

Central  Division, 
John  George  Alexander  Baird. 

College  Division. 
Charles  Cameron,  M.D.,  LL.D. 

Tradeston  Division, 
Archibald  Cameron  Corbett. 

Blackfriars  and  HvJtehesontown  Division, 

Andrew  Dryburgh  Provand. 

GLASGOW  and  ABERDEEN 
UNIVERSITIES. 
James  Alexander  Campbell,  LL.D. 

LINLITHGOW. 
Peter  McLagan. 

ORKNEY  and  SHETLAND. 
Leonard  Lyell. 

PEEBLES  and  SELKIRK. 
Walter  Thorburn. 

PERTH. 

Eastern  Division, 
Sir  John  George  Smyth  Kinloch,  bt. 

Western  Division, 
Sir  Donald  Currie,  K.C.M.G. 

PERTH  BURGH. 
Charles  Stuart  Parker. 

RENFREW. 

Eastern  Division, 
Michael  Hugh  Shaw-Stewart. 

Western  Division, 
Sir  Archibald  Campbell  Campbell,  bt. 

GKEENOCK  BURGH. 
Sir  Thomas  Sutherland. 

PAISLEY  BURGH. 
William  Dunn. 


ROSS  and  CROMARTY. 
Dr.  Roderick  M'Donald. 

ROXBURGH. 
Hon.  Arthur  Ralph  Douglas  Elliot. 

HAWICK  DISTRICT  OP  BURGHS. 
Alexander  Laing  Brown. 

STIRLING. 
Joseph  Cheney  Bolton. 

FALKIRK  DISTRICT  OP  BURGHS. 
William  Pirrie  Sinclair. 

STIRLING  DISTRICT  OP  BURGHS. 
Right    Hon.    Henry  Campbell-Bann< 
man. 

SUTHERLAND. 
Angus  Sutherland. 

WIGTON. 
Sir  Herbert  Eustace  Maxwell,  bt. 

IRELAND. 


ANTRIM. 

North  Antrim  Division, 
Sir  Charles  Edward  Lewis,  bt. 

Mm  Antrim  Division, 
Hon.  Robert  Torrens  O'Neill. 

East  Antrim  Division, 
Captain  James  Martin  M'Calmont. 

South  Antrim  Division, 

William  Grey  Ellison  Macartney. 

BELFAST  BOROUGH. 
North  Belfast  Division, 
Sir  Edward  James  Harland,  bt. 

Jbast  Belfast  Division 
Edward  Samuel  Wesley  De  Cobain. 

South  Belfast  Division, 
William  Johnston. 

West  Belfast  Division 
Thomas  Sexton. 
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ARMAGH. 

North  Armagh  Division, 
si  Edward  Jame$  Saunderson. 

Mid  Armagh  Division, 

it  Plunket  Barton. 

South  Armagh  Division, 
tider  Blane. 

CARLOW. 
Hammond. 

CAVAN. 

West  Cavan  Division, 
nd  Francis  Vesey  Knox. 

East  Cavan  Division, 
is  O'Hanlon. 

CLARE. 

East  Clare  Division, 
i  Richard  Cox. 

West  Clare  Division, 
iah  Jordan. 

CORK. 

North  Cork  Division, 
Christopher  Flynn. 

Sorth-East  Core  Division, 
m  O'Brien. 

Mid  Cork  Division, 
larles  Kearns  Deane  Tanner. 

East  Cork  Division, 
m  John  Lane. 

West  Cork  Division, 
Gilhooly. 

South  Cork  Division, 
i  Edward  Kenny. 

South-East  Cork  Division, 
ftorrogh. 

CORK  CITY. 

1  Flavin. 
ce  Healy. 


DONEGAL. 

North  Donegal  Division, 
James  Rochfort  Maguire. 

West  Donegal  Division, 
James  Joseph  Dalton. 

East  Donegal  Division, 
Arthur  O'Connor. 

South  Donegal  Division, 
John  Gordon  Swift  Mac  Neill. 

DOWN. 

North  Down  Division, 
Colonel  Thomas  Waring. 

East  Down  Division, 
James  Alexander  Rentoul,  LL.D. 
Patrick  M'Dermott. 

West  Down  Division, 
Right  Hon.  Lord  Arthur  Hill. 

South  Down  Division, 

Michael  McCartan. 

NEWRY  BOROUGH. 
Justin  Huntly  McCarthy. 

DUBLIN. 

North  Dublin  Division, 
John  Joseph  Clancy,  M.A. 

South  Dublin  Division, 

Sir  Thomas  Henry  Grattan  Esmonde,  bt. 

DUBLIN  CITY. 

College  Green  Division, 
Timothy  Daniel  Sullivan. 

Dublin  Harbour  Division, 
Timothy  Charles  Harrington. 

St  Stephen's  Green  Division, 
Thomas  Alexander  Dickson. 

St.  Patrick's  Division, 
William  Martin  Murphy. 

DUBLIN  UNIVERSITY. 

Rt.  Hon.  David  Robert  Plunkot,  LL.D. 

Rt.  Hon.  Dodgson  Hamilton  Madden. 

FERMANAGH. 

North  Fermanagh  Division, 

William  Hoey  Kearney  Redmond. 

South  Fermanagh  Division, 
Henry  Campbell 
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GALWAY. 

CONNEMARA  DIVISION, 

Patrick  James  Foley. 

North  Galway  Division, 
Colonel  John  Philip  Nolan. 

East  Galway  Division, 
John  Roche. 

South  Galway  Division, 
David  Sheehy. 

GALWAY  TOWN. 
John  Pinkerton. 

KERRY. 

North  Kerry  Division, 
John  Stack. 

West  Kerry  Division, 
Edward  Harrington. 

South  Kerry  Division, 
Denis  Kilbride. 

East  Kerry  Division 
Jeremiah  Daniel  Sheehan. 

KILDARE. 
North  Kildare  Division 
James  Laurence  Carew. 

South  Kildare  Division, 
James  Leahy. 

KILKENNY. 

North  Kilkenny  Division, 
Patrick  M'Dermott. 

South  Kilkenny  Division, 
Patrick  Alexander  Chance. 

KILKENNY  CITY. 
Thomas  Quinn. 

KING'S  COUNTY. 
Birr  Division, 
Bernard  Charles  Molloy. 

TULLAMORE  DIVISION, 

Dr.  Joseph  Francis  Fox. 

LEITRIM. 

North  Leitrim  Division, 
Michael  Conway. 

South  Leitrim  Division, 
Luke  Patrick  Hayden. 


LIMERICK. 
West  Limerick  Division, 
William  Abraham. 

East  Limerick  Division, 
John  Finucane. 

LIMERICK  CITY. 
Francis  A.  O'Keeffe. 

LONDONDERRY. 
North  Derry  Division, 
Henry  Lyle  Mulholland. 

South  Derry  Division, 
Thomas  Lea. 

LONDONDERRY  CITY. 
Justin  McCarthy. 

LONGFORD. 
North  Longford  Division, 
Timothy  Michael  Healy. 

South  Longford  Division, 
James  G.  Fitzgerald. 

LOUTH. 

North  Louth  Division, 
Joseph  Nolan. 

South  Louth  Division, 
Thomas  Patrick  Gill. 

MAYO. 

North  Mayo  Division, 
Daniel  Crilly. 

West  Mayo  Division, 
John  Deasy. 

East  Mayo  Division, 
John  Dillon. 

South  Mayo  Division, 
James  Frederick  Xavier  O'Brien. 

MEATH. 

North  Meath  Division, 
Pierce  Mahony. 

South  Meath  Division, 
Edward  Shefl. 
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MONAGHAN. 
North  Monaghan  Division, 
Patrick  O'Brien. 

South  Monaghan  Division, 
Sir  Joseph  Neal  M'Kenna,  kt. 

QUEEN'S  COUNTY. 

Ossory    Division, 
William  Archibald  Macdonald. 

Leix    Division, 
Richard  Lalor. 

ROSCOMMON. 
North  Roscommon  Division, 
James  J.  O'Kelly. 

South  Roscommon  Division, 
Andrew  Commins,  LL.D. 

SLIGO. 

North  Sligo  Division, 
Bernard  Collery. 

South  Sligo  Division, 
Edmund  Leamy. 

TIPPERARY. 

North  Tipperary  Division, 
Patrick  Joseph  O'Brien. 

Mm  Tipperary  Division, 
Henry  Harrison. 

South  Tipperary  Division, 
John  O'Connor. 

East  Tipperary  Division, 
Thomas  Joseph  Condon. 

TYRONE. 
North  Tyrone  Division, 
Lord  Ernest  W.  Hamilton. 


Tyrone — conU 

Mid  Tyrone  Division, 
Matthew  Joseph  Kenny. 

East  Tyrone  Division, 
William  James  Reynolds. 

South  Tyrone  Division, 
Thomas  Wallace  Russell. 

WATERFORD. 
West  Waterpord  Division, 
Alfred  Webb. 

East  Waterford  Division, 
Patrick  Joseph  Power. 

WATERPORD    CITY. 
John  Edward  Redmond. 

WESTMEATH. 

North  Westmeath  Division, 
James  Tuite. 

South  Westmeath  Division, 
Donald  Sullivan. 

WEXFORD. 

North  Wexford  Division, 
(Vacant.) 

South  Wexford  Division, 
John  Barry. 

WICKLOW. 

West  Wicklow  Division, 
Garrett  Michael  Byrne. 

East  Wicklow  Division, 
William  Joseph  Corbet. 


REUTERS 

PARLIAMENTARY    DEBATES, 

IN  THE 

SEVENTH  SESSION  of  the  TWENTY-FOURTH  PARLIAMENT  of 
the  United  Kingdom  of  GREAT  BRITAIN  and  IRELAND 
appointed  to  meet  .5  august,  1886,  in  the  fiftieth  year 
op  the   Reign  op 

HER     MAJESTY    QUEEN    VICTORIA. 

FIRST    VOLUME    OF    SESSION     1892. 


HOUSE     OF    LORDS, 
Tuesday,  9th  February,  1892. 


THE  PARLIAMENT,  which  had 
been  prorogued  successively  from 
"Wednesday  the  5th  day  of  August,  1891, 
to  Tuesday  the  20th  day  of  October,  1891 , 
thence  to  Thursday,  the  10th  day  of 
December,  1891,  and  thence  to  Tuesday 
the  9th  day  of  February,  1892,  met  this 
day  for  the  despatch  of  business. 

The  Session  was  opened  by  Com- 
mission. 

The  House  of  Peers  being  met, 

The  LORD  CHANCELLOR  ac- 
quainted the  House, 

"  That  Her  Majesty,  not  thinking  it  fit  to  be 
present  here  this  day,  has  been  pleased  to 
•cause  a  Commission  to  be  issued  under  the 
Great  Seal,  in  order  to  the  opening  and  hold- 
ing of  this  Parliament." 

Then  Five  of  the  LORDS  COMMIS- 
SIONERS—namely , the  Lord  Chancel- 
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lor,  the  Duke  of  Portland,  the  Earl 
of  Coventry,  the  Earl  of  Mount- 
Edgcumbe,  and  the  Viscount  Cross — 
being  in  their  robes  and  seated  on  a 
form  placed  between  the  Throne  and  the 
Woolsack — commanded  the  Gentleman 
Usher  of  the  Black  Rod  to  let  the 
Commons  know, 

"The  Lords  Commissioners  desire  their 
immediate  attendance  in  this  House  to  hear 
the  Commission  read." 

Who  being  at  the  Bar,  with  their 
Speaker: — The  Commission  was  read 
by  the  Clerk :— Then 

THE  QUEEN'S  SPEECH. 
The    LORD    CHANCELLOR    de- 
livered Her  Majesty's  Most  Gracious 
Speech  to  both  Houses  of  Parliament 
as  follows : — 

My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen, 
"  I  am  persuaded  that  you  have 
deeply  participated  in  the  terrible 
sorrow  which  has  afflicted  me  and  my 
family  in  the  loss,  at  the  moment  when 
the  prospects  of  his  life  appeared  the 
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happiest,  of  my  dearly  beloved  Grand- 
son, Prince  Albert  Victor,  Duke  of 
Clarence  and  Avondale.  It  has  been  a 
solace  to  us  in  our  grief  to  have  received 
from  all  classes  and  conditions  of  my 
subjects,  from  all  parts  of  my  Empire, 
as  well  as  from  all  foreign  countries,  the 
most  touching  assurances  of  their  deep 
sympathy  under  this  grievous  affliction, 
and  the  expression  of  their  affectionate 
regard  and  appreciation  for  the  dear 
young  Prince  whom  they  have  lost  by 
this  great  calamity. 

My  relations  with  other  Powers  con- 
tinue to  be  friendly.  I  have  lost  in  the 
Viceroy  of  Egypt  a  loyal  ally,  whose 
wise  government  had,  in  the  space  of  a 
few  years,  largely  contributed  to  restore 
prosperity  and  peace  to  his  country. 

I  have  an  entire  confidence  that  the 
same  sagacious  policy  will  be  followed 
by  his  son,  who  has  been  named  as  his 
successor,  in  accordance  with  previous 
Firmans,  by  His  Imperial  Majesty  the 
Sultan. 

An  Agreement  has  been  concluded 
with  the  United  States,  defining  the 
mode  in  which  the  disputes  as  to  seal 
fisheries  in  Behring's  Sea  shall  be  re- 
ferred to  arbitration. 

Zanzibar  has  been  established  as  a 
free  port  by  his  Highness  the  Sultan, 
with  my  concurrence.  I  trust  that  this 
measure  will  conduce  both  to  the 
development  of  the  Sultan's  dominions 
and  to  the  promotion  of  British  com- 
merce on  the  East  African  Coast. 


Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Commons, 

The  Estimates  for  the  Public  Service 
of  the  ensuing  year  will  be  laid  before 
you.  They  have  been  prepared  with  a 
due  regard  to  financial  economy. 

My  Lords t  and  Gentlemen, 

Proposals  will  be  laid  before  you  for 
applying  to  Ireland  the  general  princi- 
ples affecting  Local  Government,  which 
have  already  been  adopted  in  Great 
Britain ;  and  I  trust  that  it  may  be 
possible  to  consider  the  provisions  as 


\  LORDS}  the  Lords.  4 

to  English  Local  Government  which, 
for  want  of  time,  it  was  necessary  to 
omit  from  the  former  Bill. 

A  measure  for  increasing  the  number 
of  small  holdings  of  land  in  agri- 
cultural districts  in  Great  Britain  will 
be  submitted  for  your  approval. 

You  will  be  asked  to  consider  a  Bill 
for  extending  the  advantages  of  Assisted 
Education  to  Ireland,  and  for  other 
purposes  connected  with  Elementary 
Education  in  that  country. 

A  scheme  for  modifying  the  existing 
system  of  procedure  on  Private  Bills,, 
so  far  as  it  affects  Scotland  and  Ireland,. 
will  be  brought  before  you. 

A  measure  will  be  introduced  for  the 
improvement  of  the  Legislative  Councils 
in  India. 

A  Bill  will  be  laid  before  you  for 
relieving  Public  Elementary  Schools  in 
England  from  the  present  pressure  of 
local  rates. 

Proposals  for  improving  the  disci* 
pline  of  the  Established  Church  in 
regard  to  moral  offences  ;  for  enabling 
accused  persons  to  be  examined  on 
their  trial;  for  revising  the  existing 
Agreements  between  the  Government 
and  the  Bank  of  England;  and  for 
amending  the  Law  with  respect  to  the 
liability  of  employers  for  injuries  in- 
curred in  their  employment,  will 
also  be  commended  to  your  attention. 

I  pray  that  Almighty  God  may  guide 
you  in  the  performance  of  your  weighty 
functions. 

Then  the  Commons  withdrew. 


House  adjourned  during  pleasure.. 

House  resumed. 
Pbayhrs. 

ROLL  OF  THE  LORDS, 
Garter  King  of  Arms  attending,  de- 
livered at  the  Table  (in  the  usual 
manner)  a  List  of  the  Lords  Temporal 
in  the  Seventh  Session  of  the  Twenty- 
fourth  Parliament  of  the  United 
Kingdom :  The  same  was  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  Table. 
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REPRESENTATIVE  PEER  FOR 
IRELAND, 

Writs  and  Returns  electing  the  Lord 
Dunalley  a  Representative  Peer  for 
Ireland  in  the  room  of  the  late  Earl  of 
Wicklow,  deceased,  with  the  Certificate 
of  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown  in  Ireland 
annexed  thereto:  delivered  (on  oath), 
and  Certificate  read. 

REPRESENTATIVE  PEERS  FOR 
SCOTLAND, 

The  Clerk  of  the  Parliaments  de- 
livered a  certificate  of  the  Clerk  of  the 
Crown  that  the  Earl  of  Leven  and 
Melville  had  been  elected  a  Representa- 
tive Peer  for  Scotland  in  the  room  of 
the  Earl  of  Northesk  :  Certificate  read. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  acquainted  the 
House  that  the  Clerk  of  the  Parlia- 
ments had  received  (by  post)  from  the 
Lord  Clerk  Register  of  Scotland, 

Minutes  of  the  election  of  the  Earl 
of  Leven  and  Melville  as  one  of  the  six- 
teen Peers  of  Scotland,  10th  December 
last,  in  room  of  George  John  Earl  of 
Northesk,  deceased ;  and 

Separate  Return  by  the  Lord  Clerk 
Register  of  certain  Titles  of  Peerage 
called  at  the  said  election,  in  right  of 
which  respectively  no  vote  had  been 
received  and  counted  at  any  election 
for  fifty  years  then  last  past  (pursuant 
to  Act  14th  and  15th  Vict.,  chap.  87.): 

Ordered  that  the  said  Minutes  of 
Election,  &c.  be  printed.    (No.  1.) 

SAT  FIRST  IN  PARLIAMENT, 

The  Earl  of  Dartmouth — After  the 
death  of  his  father. 

The  Duke  of  Devonshire,  after  the 
death  of  his  father. 

The  Lord  Cheylesmore,  after  the 
death  of  his  father. 

Several  Lords  took  the  oath. 

William  Dalrymple,  Lord  Archbishop 
of  York,  was  (in  the  usual  manner) 
introduced. 

Francis  John,  Lord  Bishop  of  Chester 
was  (in  the  usual  manner)  introduced. 

Alfred  George,  Lord  Bishop  of 
St.  Asaph,  was  (in  the  usual  manner) 
introduced. 


THE    QUEEN'S    SPEECH. 

ADDRESS    IN    ANSWER    TO    HER 

MAJESTY'S  MOST  GRACIOUS  SPEECH. 

The  Queen's  Speech  reported  by  the 
Lord  Chancellor. 

The  Earl  op  DUDLEY  (who  wore 
the  uniform  of  the  Worcestershire 
Yeomanry)  in  moving  an  Address  of 
Thanks  in  reply  to  Her  Majesty's 
Gracious  Speech,  said :  My  Lords,  in 
rising  to  move  the  Address  in  answer  to 
Her  Majesty's  Most  Gracious  Speech 
from  the  Throne,  I  would  plead  with 
your  Lordships  for  a  full  measure  of 
that  indulgence  which  is  usually  ac- 
corded to  those  who  address  this  House 
for  the  first  time.  I  will  not  detain 
you  for  a  longer  time  than  I  can  help, 
but  will  endeavour  to  carry  out  as 
quickly  and  as  concisely  as  possible  the 
duty  that  I  now  have  the  honour  to 
perform.  My  Lords,  before  dealing 
directly  with  the  political  subjects 
touched  upon  in  Her  Majesty's  Most 
Gracious  Speech,  I  feel  that  I  must 
give  expression  to  the  sentiment  that  I 
am  sure  is  uppermost  in  the  mind  of 
every  member  of  this  august  Assembly ; 
a  sentiment  which  appeals  to  me 
the  more  strongly  from  the  fact 
that  it  was  my  father  who  had  the 
honour  of  moving  the  Address  in  this 
House  the  year  that  their  Royal 
Highnesses  the  Prince  and  Princess  of 
Wales  were  married.  For  we  meet  to- 
day, my  Lords,  under  circumstances  of 
very  exceptional  sorrow  and  solemnity. 
An  event,  which  for  tragic  pathos  stands 
unrivalled  in  the  recorded  annals  of 
this  country,  has  taken  place  during 
the  last  month ;  no  adjunct  is  wanting 
to  complete  the  mournfulness  of  the 
picture.  One  whom  we  looked  on  as 
the  future  Ruler  of  this  Empire  has 
been  cut  off  in  the  opening  of  a  life 
full  of  the  brightest  promise:  on  the 
very  eve  of  his  marriage — a  marriage 
which  seemed  destined  to  crown  his 
happiness,  and  to  complete  his  oppor- 
tunities for  public  influence  and  use- 
fulness. It  is  not  too  much  to  say  that 
the  struggle  between  life  and  death 
has  been  watched  with  the  most  in- 
tense interest  by  every  subject  of  Her 
Majesty — indeed,by  the  whole  civifizetf 
world.  Nor  is  it  any  exaggeration  to 
add  that  the  sad  history  of  that  struggle 
has  cast  a  gloom  over  public  and  private 
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life  in  this  country  ;  that  it  has  brought 
home  to  us  in  a  most  strongly  marked 
form  the  grave  possibilities  by  which 
every  human  undertaking  has  to  be  quali- 
fied ;  and  that,  under  the  shadow  of  this 
national  calamity,  the  energy  of  political 
movement,  and  the  acrimony  of  Party 
difference  has  been  mitigated  for  the 
time ;  while  all  alike  have  joined  in  no 
mere  formal  expression  of  sympathy 
and  commiseration    with    those    who 
have    to    mourn    not    only    a   public 
catastrophe,  but  a   domestic  bereave- 
ment of  a  most  heartrending  character. 
And  though,  my  Lords,  such  sympathy 
can,  unfortunately,   but     to    a    small 
extent  alleviate    the  grief  which  has 
fallen    so    heavily    upon     our   Royal 
House,    yet      it     has    furnished,     in 
a  way  which  perhaps  less  tragic  cir- 
cumstances could  not  have  done,   an 
additional  and  unmistakeable  token  of 
the  loyalty  and  devotion  that  unites  our 
Bulers  to  the  hearts  and  affections  of 
their  people.      This  spontaneous  out- 
burst of  condolence  and  commiseration 
is  but  an  illustration  of  the  general  re- 
cognition that  our  monarchical  institu- 
tions are  interwoven  in  the  very  tex- 
ture of  our    national    life :    that  the 
interests  of  Sovereign  and  subject  are 
identical :    and    that    what    seriously 
affects  the  one  cannot  but  be  of  vital 
importance  to  the  other.   Turning  now, 
my    Lords,   to  the  political    subjects 
dealt  with  in  Her  Majesty's  Speech,  we 
are  pleased  to  note  that  the  relations 
of  this  country  with  Foreign  Powers 
continue  to  be  of  a  friendly  character. 
The  foreign  policy  of  this  country  is  one 
that  can  never  lack  interest  or  signifi- 
cance.    We  have  dependencies  in  most 
parts  of  the  world,  and  our  connection 
with  them,  as  well  as  our  wide-spread 
trade,  bring  us  into  relation  with  a  far 
more    extensive    range  of   rights  and 
responsibilities  than   is  the  case  with 
any  other  nation ;  and  it  is  a  matter  of 
sincere  congratulation  that  the  many 
difficulties  and    complications    which 
must  necessarily  arise  in  the  mainten- 
ance of  those  rights,  and  in  the  dis- 
charge of  those  responsibilities,  continue 
to  be  arranged  by  peaceful  and  diplo- 
matic methods.     The  firm  and  consist- 
ent policy  of  the  present  Government 
with  regard  to  Egypt,  notwithstanding 
the  many  difficulties  it  has  had  to  over- 
come, and  notwithstanding  the  many 
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criticisms  that  it  has  aroused  in  some 
quarters,  continues  to  bear  nothing  but 
good    results.     The    internal    disturb- 
ances of  that  country  have  gradually 
subsided ;    tranquiliety    is  still  main- 
tained ;     a    settled    order    of    things 
has      been     established ;      and      any 
feeling     of     hostility     towards      our 
troops     quartered     there      has      now 
entirely  disappeared.     Our  continued 
occupation  of  the  country  has  been  made 
the  more  necessary  through  the  death 
of  the  Khedive  and  the  succession  of 
his    son    to  the    Throne.       The    late 
Khedive   was  undoubtedly  a  man   of 
great  power  and  ability,  and  his  hearty 
and  intelligent  co-operation  in  all  our 
efforts  for  the  establishment  of  peace 
and  order  have  had  no  doubt  much  to 
do  with  the  success  of  those  efforts. 
But,  my  Lords,  not  only  in  Egypt  but 
elsewhere  the  extension  of  our  trade 
and  colonisation  must  necessarily  cause 
many  small  frictions  in  places  where 
our  interests  seem  to  come  into  col- 
lision with  those  of  other  States ;  and  I 
hope  that  it  will  not  be   considered 
presumptuous  on  my  part  if  I  say  that 
it  is  owing,  to  a  great  extent,  to  the 
abilities    of    one,    who,     as    Foreign 
Minister,  has  been  rarely  equalled  and 
never   surpassed,   that  those  frictions 
have  been  removed  and  a  good  under- 
standing re-established.    The  peaceful 
condition  of  our  external  affairs  has 
given  the  time  and  opportunity  neces- 
sary   for    carrying    out    many    useful 
measures  of  home  legislation — an  op- 
portunity which  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment has  made  full  use  of  during  the 
last     year ;     and    it    is    satisfactory 
for  us  now  to  hear  that  their  efforts 
in    this    respect    will     be     continued 
during     the    coming    Session.       The 
affairs   of    Ireland    have    occupied    a 
considerable     proportion    of    the    at- 
tention of   our  legislators  during  the 
last  few  years,  and  Her  Majesty  now  in- 
forms us  that  it  is  proposed  to  complete 
the  edifice  of  social  and  political  ameli- 
oration by  two  very  important  addi- 
tions.   The  first  of  these  is  a  measure 
for  the  advancement  of  education.  The 
fact  that  the  standard  of  education  in 
Ireland  is  much  below  what  it  is  in 
this  country  proves  that  such  a  measure 
is  not  unnecessary — proves  the  justice 
both  of  the  demand  that  the  people  of 
Ireland  should  be  given  equal  oppor- 
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tunities  of  gaining  useful  knowledge, 
and  of  preparing  themselves  for  their 
vocations  in  life ;  and  it  is  also  a  matter 
of  importance  that  they  should  not,  in 
educating  their  children,  be  called  upon 
to  make  any  larger  sacrifices  in  such 
respects  than  the  inhabitants  of  Eng- 
land or  Scotland.    Her  Majesty's  Irish 
subjects  are  by  no  means  wanting  in 
intelligence ;  they  are  certainly  on  an 
intellectual  equality  with  the  people  of 
any  other  part  of  the  British  Isles ;  but 
the  fact  that  so  large  a  proportion  of 
the  electorate  now  vote  as  illiterate, 
points  most  strongly  to  the  conclusion 
that  it  is  their  present  deficiency  in 
knowledge     and     information     which 
renders    them,    hot-headed    and    ex- 
citable as  they  are  by  nature,  easily 
liable  to    be    imposed    upon    and   in- 
cited to  crime  by  the  numerous  mis- 
chievous agitators  who  have  of    late 
exercised  so  evil  an  influence.     The 
second  matter  with  which  Her  Majesty's 
Government  proposes  to  deal  is  that  of 
local  government.     The  desirability  of 
extending  the  principles  of  the  Local 
Government  Act  of  1888  to  Ireland  is 
a  subject  which  has  caused  much  dis- 
cussion,  and    one  on  which    opinion 
is    by    no    means    even    yet    unani- 
mous ;    it    must    be    borne    in   mind, 
however,  that,    until   some   such   ex- 
tension   has    been    effected,  the  pro- 
gramme which  the  present  Government 
laid    before  the    country  at  the  last 
general  election  will  be  incomplete,  and 
a  promise  very  definitely  made  at  the 
time  will  be  unredeemed.     Up  to  a 
very  short  time  ago,  however,  law  and 
order  in  Ireland  were  not  in  a  state 
such  as  to  justify  a  prudent  Government 
in  making  any  extension  of  power  to  the 
people  of  that  country  for  the  manage- 
ment of  their  home  affairs;  and  it  is 
now  a  matter  of  great  satisfaction  to 
us  to  learn  that,  in  the  opinion  of  those 
who  are  responsible  for  the  granting  or 
withholding  of  such  a  measure,  the  time 
has  now  arrived  when  they  deem  it  fit 
to  give  the  Irish  people  local  powers 
similar  to,  if  not  identical  with,  those  at 
present    possessed     by    the    English 
counties.     That    the    subject    is    one 
which  is  surrounded  by  considerable 
difficulty  will  be  generally  admitted, 
and  no  measure  of  this  kind  is  likely  to 
be  approved  which  does  not  safeguard 
the  rights  of  the  minority,  or  which 


does  not  provide  adequate  guarantees 
against  the  abuse  of  such  powers  for 
the    purpose    of     political    agitation. 
How  such  objects  can  best  be  attained 
will  probably  form  one  of  the  chief  ele- 
ments of  the  discussion  on  the  measure ; 
but  that  they  can  be  attained  admits  of 
no    reasonable    doubt.      And,    at    all 
events,  it  would  be  quite  possible  to  re- 
tain the  right  of  dissolving  any  par- 
ticular Council  that  went  beyond  the 
discharge  of  its  legitimate  functions. 
And,  my  Lords,  the  very  fact  that  such 
a    measure    would    more    completely 
assimilate    the     institutions     of    two 
closely  connected  parts  of  the  same 
nation,  gives  ground  for  hope  that  it 
would  do  much  to  remove  any  sense  of 
grievance  that  might  now  be  felt  by  our 
Irish  fellow-countrymen.   Her  Majesty 
also  informs  us  that  a  Bill  for  facili- 
tating the  process  of  private  Bill  legis- 
lation for    Scotland  and  Ireland  will 
occupy  the  attention  of    Parliament. 
As  the  noble  Lord  who   seconds  this 
Address  hails  from  the  former  country, 
he  will  be  far  more  capable  of  laying 
the  points  connected    with    the    Bill 
before  your  Lordships  than  I  am ;  and 
I  would  merely  say  that  the  aim  of 
such  a  measure  must  be  to  fulfil  this 
primary  object,  of  making  it  more  easy 
to  legislate  upon  matters  of  local  im- 
portance by  relieving  to  some  extent 
the  stress  of  business  in  Parliament — 
not  depriving  that  body  of  any  of  the 
rights  which  it  at  present  possesses. 
Another  subject  of  very  great  import- 
ance that  Her  Majesty  informs  us  will 
be    dealt    with     during    the     coming 
Session    is   that    of     small    holdings. 
Much  is  being  said,  my  Lords,  about 
the  present  state  of  the  rural  districts, 
and  statements  are  being  made  from 
time  to  time  with    regard    to    them 
which  would  seem  to  imply  that  those 
districts  are   surely  and  steadily  be- 
coming depopulated  :  that  their  inhab- 
itants are  gradually    betaking    them- 
selves from  them  and  migrating  to  the 
towns.      Such     statements,    however, 
contain  large  elements  of  exaggeration. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  our  rural  districts 
are    not  becoming  depopulated.     The 
population  there  indeed  is  not  increasing, 
but  neither  is  it    diminishing;    it  is 
rather  in  a  stationary  state  ;  and  it  is 
only  the  natural  surplus  that  is  seeking 
for  employment  elsewhere.    The  pre- 
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Jiminary  Report  of  the  Census  in  April 
last  conclusively  proves  this ;  for  it 
shews  that,  so  far  from  the  population 
of  the  rural  districts  decreasing,  it  has 
increased  by  over  3  per  cent,  during 
the  last  decade ;  and,  although  this  is 
much  below  the  rate  of  increase  in  the 
town  districts  during  the  same  period, 
it  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  it  is  con- 
siderably higher  than  what  it  was  in 
fche  ten  years  between  1871  and  1881. 
Still,  though  such  statements  are 
exaggerated,  they  are  relative  to  a  real 
evil,  and  one  which  cannot  but  cause 
great  anxiety.  There  is  no  doubt  that 
farmers  find  it  increasingly  difficult  to 
get  labour,  and  that  this  difficulty  is 
mainly  due  to  the  fact  that  among 
those  who  migrate  from  the  country  to 
the  towns  a  large  proportion  is  com- 
posed of  the  stronger  and  more  energetic 
young  men,  who  naturally  would  expect 
to  find  employment  in  the  districts  in 
which  they  have  been  brought  up. 
Such  a  state  of  things  in  the  present 
depressed  state  of  agriculture  is  very 
serious ;  for,  owing  to  foreign  com- 
petition and  other  causes,  agricultural 
products  are  already  so  heavily  handi- 
capped that,  if  additional  obstacles  are 
thrown  in  their  way,  there  is  a  danger 
of  the  less  fertile  parts  of  the  country 
going  out  of  cultivation  altogether.  Nor 
is  this  a  subject  which  concerns  agricul- 
ture alone ;  but  it  is  one  of  great  national 
importance  as  well ;  for  the  concentration 
of  large  masses  of  our  population  in 
the  principal  towns  cannot  but  have  an 
injurious  effect  upon  its  general  phy- 
sique, owing  to  the  less  healthy  condi- 
tions of  life  there.  It  is  then  as  a 
contribution  to  the  solution  of  this  very 
difficult  problem  that  the  proposed 
measure  is  especially  to  be  welcomed ; 
for,  although  many  causes  contribute  to 
the  restlessness  which  leads  so  many 
of  our  agricultural  labourers  to  seek 
for  employment  elsewhere — for  in- 
stance, the  greater  facilities  for  travel- 
ling afforded  by  the  extension  of  our 
railway  communication,  and  the  craving 
for  increased  interests  and  excitements 
engendered  by  the  advance  of  education 
— one  cause  undoubtedly  is  the  fact 
that  the  conditions  of  their  life  in  the 
country  do  not  provide  sufficient  ob- 
jects or  prospects  of  ambition.  How- 
ever industrious  or  capable  an  agricul- 
tural labourer  may  be,  he  is  not  likely, 
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under  ordinary  circumstances,  to  rise 
above  the  social  grade  in  which  he  was 
born;  and,  as  his  wages  are  hardly 
more  than  sufficient  for  bare  subsist* 
ence,  he  has  nothing  to  look  forward  to 
in  his  old  age  but  dependence  on  his 
friends,  or  on  parochial  relief.  Such  a 
state  of  things  is  naturally  galling; 
and  if  by  a  measure  of  this  kind  a 
prospect  is  opened  up  to  the  better 
class  of  agricultural  labourer  of  securing 
an  independent  and  improved  liveli- 
hood, an  important  step  will  have  been 
taken  towards  keeping  him  attached  to 
the  soil.  It  may  be  objected,  indeed, 
that  if  our  large  farmers,  with  all  the 
advantages  of  capital  and  labour-saving 
machinery,  find  it  difficult,  even 
in  the  present  state  of  things, 
to  make  ends  meet,  it  will  be  doubly 
difficult  for  those  who  are  without  such 
advantages.  But  the  fact  must  be 
taken  into  consideration  that  a  man 
will  bestow  double  the  energy  and 
patience  on  work  that  is  done  for  his 
own  immediate  benefit  that  he  will 
on  that  which  he  is  paid  to  do  for 
another ;  and  it  is  possible  that  the 
wish  to  obtain  that  comfort  and 
independence  will  supply  a  stimulus  to 
extra  exertion,  such  as  will  overcome 
the  difficulties  which  he  has  to 
encounter.  At  any  rate,  there  seems 
to  be  a  wide-spread  feeling  amongst 
the  agricultural  classes  themselves 
that  such  success  is  possible;  and  the 
good  results  that  would  ensue,  if  this 
prove  to  be  the  case,  are  sufficient 
justification  for  making  an  attempt  in 
this  direction — an  attempt  made  the 
more  easy  because  the  large  amount 
of  land,  easily  available  for  purposes  of 
such  a  kind,  does  away  with  the 
difficult  subject  of  forced  sale  within 
the  scope  of  its  operation.  In  con- 
nection with  this  subject  of  labour,  my 
Lords,  there  is  a  suggestion  which,  with 
all  diffidence,  I  should  like  to  make. 
Would  it  not  be  possible  to  utilize 
Irish  labour  for  agricultural  purposes 
more  largely  than  is  at  present  the 
case  ?  In  some  parts  of  England, 
easily  accessible  from  Ireland,  a  great 
proportion  of  farm  work,  during  a  part 
of  the  year,  is  done,  and  excellently 
well  done,  by  Irish  labourers,  who  cross 
the  Channel  for  that  purpose,  and  then 
return  home  again.  Would  it  not  be 
possible  to  extend  this  system    more 
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widely,  and,  by  means  of  agents  in 
Holyhead  or  Dublin,  to  engage  labour 
for  those  parts  of  the  country  where 
the  need  of  it  is  most  keenly  felt? 
There  is,  I  believe,  a  considerable 
«mount  of  Irish  labour  available  for 
such  a  purpose,  much  more  than  is  at 
present  made  use  of ;  and  it  might  be 
worth  while  considering  whether  there 
.are  any  insuperable  obstacles  in 
the  way  of  supplying,  in  suoh  a 
manner,  at  any  rate  some  small  por- 
tion of  our  present  deficiency.  My 
Lords,  nothing  remains  for  me  now 
but  to  express  to  you  my  most  sincere 
gratitude  for  the  kind  and  patient 
way  in  which  you  have  listened  to  me 
this  afternoon.  If  I  have  not  entered 
at  greater  length  into  some  of  the 
subjects  dealt  with  in  Her  Majesty's 
Speech,  my  excuse  must  be  that  I  have 
•endeavoured  to  avoid  wearying  this 
Bouse  by  a  reiteration  of  matter 
-already  well  known  to  your  Lordships — 
indeed,  some  of  tbe  subjects  need  no 
comment  to  emphasize  their  import- 
ance. I  now,  my  Lords,  beg  to  move 
the  Motion  which  stands  in  my  name. 

Moved,  "That  an  humble  Address 
be  presented  to  Her  Majesty,  as  fol- 
lOweth  :— 

Mott  Gracious  Sovereign, — 

We,  your  Majesty's  moat  dutiful  and  loyal 
subject*,  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal  in 
Parliament  assembled,  beg  leave  to  offer  our 
bumble  thanks  to  Your  Majesty  for  the 
gracious  speech  which  Your  Majesty  has 
addressed  to  both  Houses  of  Parliament, 

We  take  this  first  opportunity  of  offering  to 
Your  Majesty  our  sincere  condolence  in  the 
afflicting  dispensation  of  Providence  with 
which  Your  Majesty  and  this  Nation  has  been 
visited  in  the  death  of  His  Royal  Highness 
Prince  Albert  Victor  Duke  of  Clarence  and 
Avondale. 

We  assure  your  Majesty  of  our  most  heart- 
felt participation  in  the  universal  feeling  of 
sympathy  with  Your  Majesty  and  Your  Ma- 
jesty's family  under  this  grievous  affliction,  and 
in  the  deepjsense  entertained  by  all  classes  of 
Your  Majesty's  subjects  of  the  calamity  which 
this  Country  has  sustained  by  the  loss  of  a 
ftinee  who  bad  wen  for  himself  tbe  general 
affection  and  regard  of  Your  Majesty's  sub- 
ject*."—<7'A*  Earl  «/  Dudley.) 

•Lord  LAMINGTON  (who  wore  the 
uniform  of  the  Lanarkshire  Yeomanry) 
said ;  My  Lords,  on  rising  to  second 


the  Address  to  the  Throne,  proposed 
by  the  noble  Earl,  I  have  to  ask  you  to 
extend  to  me  your  utmost  forbearance. 
I  would  first  of  all  pray  to  be  allowed 
to  join  the  noble  Lord  in  the  tribute  of 
homage  which  he  has  paid  to  the 
memory  of  a  Prince  who,  by  the  blame- 
lessness  of  hie  life  and  the  pathos  of  his 
death,  has  established  for  himself  a 
personality  in  the  pages  of  English 
history,  and  a  throne  in  every  English 
heart.  Born,  as  he  was,  in  a  position 
which  gave  him  all  the  world  for  his 
critic,  all  posterity  for  his  audience,  it 
was  a  subject  of  deep  thankfulness  to 
the  Nation  that  he  should  have  so  aptly 
learnt  the  lessons  of  life  taught  him  by 
his  illustrious  parents,  and,  above  all, 
that  he  should  nave  responded  so  fully 
to  those  hopes  and  affections  which 
Her  Majesty  has  lately  told  us  she  had 
centred  in  him.  Many  may  have 
thought  that  at  such  a  moment  any 
outward  expression  of  their  sympathy 
was  almost  an  impertinence ;  but  Her 
Majesty,  in  that  gracious  letter  so  full 
of  womanly  tenderness,  has  allayed  all 
such  fears  by  telling  her  faithful  people 
bow  deeply  she  felt  the  throb  of  grief 
which  stirred  to  its  depths  the  heart  of 
her  Empire.  My  Lords,  there  is  one 
figure  supremely  present  in  our  national 
sorrow  :  that  of  the  young  Princess 
whom  this  month  the  Duke  of  Clarence 
would  have  made  his  wife.  Upon 
sorrow  such  as  hers  we  dare  not  intrude, 
except  to  assure  her  that  the  joy  with 
which  we  regarded  her  betrothal  is 
only  equalled  by  the  sympathy  which 
we  would  offer  her.  My  Lords,  Her 
Majesty  has  given  us  in  the  Speech  the 
satisfactory  assurance  that  ner  rela- 
tions with  foreign  Powers  continue  on 
the  same  friendly  footing  on  which  they 
have  been  established  by  Her  Majesty's 
Government.  As  the  noble  Earl  has 
well  said,  it  is  indeed  a  matter  for  con- 
gratulation that  our  policy  abroad  is 
directed  by  so  masterly  a  hand,  that 
not  only  have  many  difficulties  been 
overcome,  but  no  fresh  complications 
have  been  permitted  to  arise.  The 
death  of  Tewfik  Pasha,  Khedive  of 
Egypt,  a  loyal  ally  of  England  and  a 
faithful  ruler  of  his  people,  is  an  event 
that  we  all  deplore.  Since  his  acces- 
sion to',  power  he  had  rendered  to  his 
country  the  inestimable  benefits  of 
the  reduction  of  taxation,  the  protec- 
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tion  of  the  fellaheen,  and  the  develop- 
ment of  its  splendid  natural  resources. 
For  these  objects  he  had  worked  in  the 
most  perfect  harmony  with  England, 
and  there  was,  therefore,  reasonable 
ground  for  anxiety  lest  his  death 
should  check  the  remarkable  increase 
of  prosperity  which  no  observer  has 
failed  to  recognize  and  appreciate. 
Happily,  however,  his  son  and  suc- 
cessor Abbas  has  inaugurated  his  reign 
by  declaring  at  the  first  meeting  of  the 
Legislative  Council  that  his  highest  wish 
is  to  further  the  good  work  begun  by 
his  father.  Not  very  long  ago  our 
neighbours  across  the  Channel  were 
encouraged  to  believe  that  our  friendly 
interest  in  Egypt  was  about  to  cease  ; 
but  the  proposers  of  this  course  of 
action  speedily  ascertained  that  their 
suggestions  were  not  acceptable,  even 
to  their  own  partizans,  and  now  it  is 
eminently  satisfactory  to  note  that  at 
this  moment  the  general  consensus  of 
opinion  is  practically  unanimous  in 
approving  the  views  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government.  When  the  French  re- 
fused to  co-operate  in  crushing  the 
rebellion  of  Arabi  they  lost  all  claim  to 
object  to  our  remaining  to  assist  in  the 
regeneration  of  the  country,  as  has 
been  frankly  owned  to  by  French 
statesmen,  and  by  M.  Jules  Ferry 
in  particular.  The  interests  of  the 
Sultan  of  Turkey  are  alone  materially 
concerned,  and  we  have  every  reason 
to  believe  that  His  Imperial  Highness 
not  merely  acquiesces  in,  but  welcomes 
the  continuance  of  our  influence  in 
Egypt,  as  both  productive  of  unex- 
ampled benefit  to  the  country  and  also  as 
a  safeguard  to  his  own  suzerainty.  We 
have  received  with  pleasure  the  intelli- 
gence that  Zanzibar  has  taken  its  place 
amongst  the  free  ports  of  the  world. 
In  all  probability  it  will  now  attract  to 
itself  the  bulk  of  the  East  African 
trade,  and  may  rival  in  time  to  come 
even  Singapore  or  Hong  Kong  as  one 
of  the  great  distributors  of  the  world's 
commerce.  My  Lords,  last  Session  I 
ventured  to  draw  your  attention  to  a 
more  remote  part  of  the  world,  the 
kingdom  of  Siam.  My  apprehensions 
then  stated,  if  they  have  not  been  fully 
borne  out  by  subsequent  events  (for  I 
have  not  certain  information  on  the 
point),  have  at  least  been  recently  justi- 
fied by  the  declaration  of  M.  Ribot,  in 

Lord  Lamington 


the  French  Chamber,  that  the  Frencfi 
claimed  all  territory  east  of  the  Me* 
kong  River.  It  would  take  too  long 
for  me  to  discuss  now  these  pretensions, 
so  far  as  they  affect  the  Siamese  pos* 
sessions  on  the  lower  portion  of  the 
Mekong;  but  I  am  anxious  to  point 
out,  in  all  brevity,  their  importance 
with  regard  to  the  upper  waters  of  thai 
river.  And  please  believe,  my  Lords, 
that  I  venture  to  do  this,  not  in  the 
slightest  because  I  have  personally 
visited  this  region,  but  because  I  know 
that  the  future  of  Indo-China  is  a 
matter  of  paramount  interest  to  all 
Europeans  there  settled,  and  to  many 
in  our  commercial  circles  at  home.  At 
present  the  eastern  frontier  of  Bunnab 
rests  on  the  Mekong ;  but  there  is  a 
small  State  adjacent,  the  greater  part 
of  which  lies  on  the  eastern  or  left  bank 
of  that  river.  That  State,  by  our  cOn~ 
quest  in  the  last  Burmese  War, 
became  by  rights  tributary  to  us, 
and  the  chief  and  his  people  are 
most  desirous  of  coming  under  British 
suzerainty.  But  the  Indian  Govern* 
ment,  with  commendable  caution,  hesi- 
tated to  extend  their  responsibility 
over  a  country  distant  by  a  journey  of 
several  weeks  from  their  nearest  post, 
and  which,  till  just  about  this  day  last 
year,  had  never  been  visited  by  an 
European.  But  if  we  were  to  give  this 
State  the  benefit  of  our  protection 
(which  in  no  way  could  be  construed 
into  an  act  of  aggression)  two  material 
advantages  would  result.  First  of  all, 
in  place  of  having  a  river  boundary, 
which  is  always  liable  to  be  a  fruitful 
source  of  dissension,  a  chain  of 
mountains,  passable  only  at  perhaps 
two  points,  would  form  the  line  of 
demarcation,  excluding  for  the  future 
any  likely  risk  of  trouble  or  friction. 
Secondly,  our  presence  on  the  east 
bank  of  the  Mekong  would  afford  a 
moral  support  to  the  northern  States 
of  Siam.  My  Lords,  I  have  put  the 
case  with  extreme  brevity,  and,  I  fear,, 
not  very  graphically ;  nor  have  I  argued 
it  in  all  its  bearings ;  but  I  trust  that  by 
inviting  your  Lordships'  attention  to 
the  matter,  the  Government  may  con- 
sider favourably  the  suggestion  I  have 
had  the  honour  to  submit.  I  would 
now  remind  your  Lordships  of  the 
Indian  Councils  Bill,  to  which  you  will 
again  be  asked  to  give  your  approval* 
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As  vour  Lordships  will  remember,  this 
Bill  proposes    to  give    power  to  the 
Viceroy    of    India    to    increase    the 
numbers  of  the  Legislative  and  Provin- 
cial   Councils,   and   also   to    regulate 
the  conditions  for  the  nomination  of 
members  to  the  Council ;  it  proposes 
to  give  to  the  Legislative  Council  the 
right  to  discuss  questions  of  finance 
which,  at  present,  they  only  possess 
under  special  circumstances ;    and  it 
further  gives  to  the  Council  the  privilege 
of  interpellation  to  the  Government  of 
India,     subject     to     the     restraining 
authority  of  the  Viceroy.     It  is  to  be 
earnestly  hoped  that  this  Session  those 
who  have  the  conduct  of  business  in 
another  place  will  take  care  that  this 
measure  becomes  law,  as  it  has  been 
long  and  carefully  considered  by  the 
Indian    Government,    who    are    most 
desirous  that    Her    Majesty's  Indian 
subjects  should  possess    this  gradual 
and  judicious  extension  of  responsibility. 
My  Lords,  may  I  say  a  few  words 
with  regard  to  our  Colonial  Empire  ? 
There  has  been  a  movement  on  foot 
to   devise  a  representative  system  to 
connect  the  Colonies  more  closely  with 
the  Mother  Country,  and  it  is  expected 
that  a  scheme  for  the  common  defence 
of  the  Empire  may  be  evolved.    Be 
that    as    it    may,   this    movement  in 
itself    has    proved    that    citizens    at 
home,  and  citizens   beyond   the  seas, 
are  united  by  the  strongest    ties    of 
sympathy,  and,  as  Anglo-Saxons,   are 
proud  of  belonging  to  the  nation  that 
has  carried  civilization  to  the  utter- 
most ends  of  the  earth.     Without  such 
a  patriotic  feeling  any  mere  artificial 
enactment  would    be    worthless,   and 
for  this  reason  we   hail  with  peculiar 
pleasure     the      emphatic      testimony 
recently  borne  by  our  Australian  kins- 
men to  the  policy  of  Her  Majesty's 
present  Ministry,'  as  having  been  most 
conciliatory  and  eminently  calculated 
to  develop    our    common    hopes    and 
interests.  Turning  our  attention  home- 
wards, I  would  act  on  the  friendly  sug- 
gestion of  the  noble  Earl,  and  invite 
your  attention  to  a  measure  dealing 
with   Scotch   Private    Bill  procedure. 
It  is  generally  agreed  now-a-days  that 
it  is  desirable  to  decentralize,  so  far  as 
is  consistent  with  efficiency  ;  and  this 
not  only  for  the  convenience  of  those 
immediately  concerned,    but    because 


the  devolution  of  business  tends  to* 
strengthen  local  ties  and  national  as- 
sociations, and  thus  checks  the  gravita- 
tion of  all  interests  to  the  Metropolis. 
We  may  assume  that  special  difficul- 
ties connected  with  this  measure  have- 
been  overcome.  One  difficulty  lay  in- 
the  composition  of  the  body  who  were* 
to  be  selected  to  adjudicate;  and,, 
secondly,  although  in  the  promotion  of 
minor  Bills,  such  as  those  connected 
with  water  and  gas,  there  would  have 
been  a  great  reduction  of  cost,  yet  it 
was  thought  that  the  promotion  of 
Railway  Bills  would  have  led  to  a 
heavier  expenditure  than  is  even  now 
the  case.  As  the  Scottish  people  are 
eagerly  awaiting  the  passing  of  this 
measure,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  there 
will  be  no  further  delay  in  its 
becoming  the  law  of  the  land* 
This  Bill  will  apply  equally  to  Ireland, 
and  with  the  two  proposed  measures  for 
Local  Government  and  Education,  on 
which  the  noble  Earl  has  dwelt  so  ably 
and  exhaustively,  is  an  earnest  that  Her 
Majesty's  Government  hope  to  give  to 
Ireland  the  promised  legislative  privi- 
leges identical,  so  far  as  circumstances 
will  permit,  with  those  which  England' 
and  Scotland  already  enjoy.  But  it  isr 
to  be  remarked  that  it  is  the  peaceable 
state  of  Ireland  that  entitles  her  to  this 
extension  of  control  in  the  management? 
of  her  own  local  affairs.  We  cannot 
credit  the  present  tranquil  aspect  of  the 
country  (so  vast  a  change  from  the 
chaos  of  a  few  years  ago)  to  the  un- 
realised hopes  of  the  divided  Irish 
Party,  who  were  wont  to  attribute  any 
improvement  in  the  condition  of  Ireland 
to  the  near  prospect  of  the  separation- 
of  her  Parliament  from  that  of  Great 
Britain.  Surely,  my  Lords,  the  reaF 
cause  of  the  bright  aspect  which  Ireland* 
now  bears  is  that  whilst  every  effort 
has  been  made  to  ameliorate  and  raise 
the  condition  of  her  peasantry,  the  dig- 
nity and  impartiality  of  the  law  has^ 
been  unhesitatingly  upheld  by  the 
statesman  to  wnose  tenure  of 
office  Ireland  wil  ever  look  back 
with  gratitude  and  pride.  I  am 
certain  that  there  are  no  people  more- 
capable  of  developing  a  spirit  of 
loyalty  when  their  ignorance  is  not 
traded  on  by  unscrupulous  agitation,1 
and  when  they  are  freed  from  the 
terrorism  which  one  of  our  greatest 
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living  politicians  has  said  can  only  exist 
by  the  sanction  of  murder.  My  Lords, 
we  are  told  that  the  phantom  of  Home 
Rule  will  again  assume  a  corporeal 
•existence,  and  will  one  day  knock  at 
the  doors  of  this  House.  Woe  unutter- 
able is  predicted  should  your  Lord- 
ships  then  bar  its  progress  to  the 
«teps  of  the  Throne.  I  am  confident 
that  your  Lordships  will  never  refuse 
to  listen  to  the  wish  of  the  people 
when  calmly  determined  and  clearly 
-delivered.  But,  unless  you  were  con- 
vinced that  this  wish  were  universal 
And  genuine,  you  would  only  be  fulfilling 
the  trust  reposed  in  you  by  refusing  to 
make  law  a  measure  that  you  deemed 
destructive.  Should  it  then  please  those 
in  another  place  to  pass  Resolutions 
threatening  the  existence  of  this  House, 
no  objection  I  imagine  would  be  raised 
here  to  them  thus  harmlessly  disposing 
of  their  time.  My  Lords,  the  proposals 
mentioned  in  Her  Majesty's  Speech 
having  particular  reference  to  England, 
—such  as  the  completion  of  the  Local 
Government  Act,  the  relieving  of  the 
Elementary  Public  Schools  from  the 
pressure  of  local  rates,  and  the  proposal 
to  give  powers  for  strengthening 
Authority  in  the  Church  of  England — 
Are  all  of  them  proposals  likely  to  meet 
with  your  Lordships'  approval.  But 
in  this,  the  last  decade  of  the  century, 
many  questions  are  raised  which 
involve,  or  would  involve,  great 
changes  in  the  social  economy  of  Great 
Britain.  We  are  expressly  bidden  by 
Her  Majesty  to  consider  a  measure  for 
increasing  the  number  of  small  holdings. 
The  main  principle  of  the  Bill  will  be  to 
empower  the  Local  Authorities  to 
Advance  money  to  the  would-be  pur- 
chasers of  these  holdings.  It  is  thought 
that  thus  the  labourer  who  has  put  by 
rsome  money  would  be  enabled  to 
indulge  in  the  very  natural  desire  of 
Acquiring  some  of  the  land — and  the 
foundations  of  a  peasant  proprietary 
would  be  established.  This  marks 
Another  instance  of  the  sympathy  of 
Her  Majesty's  Government  with  the 
Agricultural  population.  It  must  not 
be  assumed  that  the  proposed  measure 
will  solve  the  problem  of  the  crowding  of 
people  from  the  rural  districts  into  towns; 
nor  would  it  be  wise  to  interfere  sharply 
with  the  working  of  the  natural  laws  of 
supply  and  demand.     At  the  present 
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time  the  high  scale  of  wages  in  our 
towns,  mining  districts,  and  colonies 
attracts  the  country  population ;  but 
H  this  movement  were  to  be  entirely 
arrested,  it  would  necessarily  follow 
that  the  increased  facilities  of  com- 
manding agricultural  labour  would 
mean  the  reduction  of  agricultural 
wages,  which  we  are  told  are  already 
too  low ;  whilst  the  proportionate  rise 
in  the  scale  of  wages  in  the  towns 
would  increase  the  difficulties  of  com- 
peting with  the  foreign  manufacturers. 
Even  in  my  own  recollection,  near 
to  where  I  live,  I  have  known  whole 
villages  abandoned,  with  the  result,  of 
course,  of  largely  increased  wages  to 
those  who  remain.  But  it  has  often 
seemed  to  me  that  a  complex  yet 
natural  process  is  at  work,  by  which  a 
proportion  of  the  rural  population 
drifts  into  the  towns,  where  they  profit 
by  the  blessing  of  our  great  principle 
of  Free  Trade,  and  thus,  in  due  course 
of  time,  reappear. in  the  country  in  the 
character  of  feu  or  villa  holders.  This 
Bill,  therefore,  without  revolutionizing 
the  existing  order  of  things,  will 
multiply  the  number  of  those  who  have 
a  personal  and  permanent  stake  in  the 
country.  It  is  satisfactory  that  com- 
pulsory purchase  is  not  contemplated, 
for,  as  the  noble  Earl  has  said,  there  is 
plenty  of  land  in  the  market  of  every 
quality  and  quantity ;  and  it  is  to  be 
hoped  also  that  purchasers  under  this 
Bill  will  be  restricted  to  those  who  are 
bona  fide  workers  of  the  soil.  My 
Lords,  the  Government  are  right  to 
approach  this  and  kindred  subjects, 
such  as  the  general  question  of  labour, 
in  a  tentative  and  inquiring  spirit. 
The  best  manner  for  arriving  at  sound 
conclusions  is  for  an  Administration, 
by  keeping  its  finger  on  the  pulse  of  the 
people,  to  ascertain  their  aims  and 
impulses,  and  then  to  -  try  and  formu- 
late the  ideas  that  have  been  broached. 
The  most  fruitful  seed  will  be  that 
which  the  Government  plants  in  a  soil 
that  has  been  turned  and  re-turned  by 
its  people.  My  Lords,  Her  Majesty's 
Ministers  have  now  for  nearly  six 
years  laboured  to  fulfil  the  responsi- 
bilities of  their  offices,  and  they  have 
their  full  reward  in  the  humble  belief 
that  Her  Majesty  appreciates  their 
efforts  to  maintain  the  dignity  of  her 
Empire,  and  to  foster  the  welfare  of  all 
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er  subjects.  Therefore,  in  seconding 
be  Motion  for  the  Address,.  I  am  con- 
dent  that  your  Lordships  will  respond 
illy  and  loyally  to  the  Royal  Message, 
rhioh  Her  Majesty  has  to-day  con- 
eyed  to  her  faithful  Parliament. 
*The  Babl  op  KIMBERLEY:  My 
jords,  before  touching  upon  some  of 
he  points  raised  by  Her  Majesty's 
rracious  Speech,  I  have  a  very  agreeable 
uty  to  perform,  namely,  to  express, 
rhat  I  am  sure  is  the  general  sense  of 
lie  House,  the  pleasure  and  satisfaction 
t  the  way  in  which  the  Mover  and 
Seconder  of  the  Address  have  discharged 
heir  duties,  and  especially  I  must  say 
tiat,  in  common  I  know  with  many  on 
ins  side  of  the  House,  we  heard  with 
ae  greatest  pleasure  the  speech  of  the 
oble  Barl  the  proposer — a  speech 
haraoterised,  I  may  venture  to  say, 
rith  unusual  ability,  when  speeches  are 
lade  on  an  occasion  of  this  kind.  And 
ersonally,  the  noble  Barl  will  allow 
le  to  say  that,  having  been  an  old 
•iend  of  .his  father,  I  welcome  his  taking 
art  in  the  debates  of  this  House,  and 
rust  that  he  will  become  a  very 
seful  and  constant  attendant  on  our 
usiness.  With  regard  to  the  noble 
iOrd  who  seconded  the  Address,  we 
ave  all  had  the  pleasure  before  of 
earing  him  speak  in  this  House,  and 
re  know  that  he  is  perfectly  able  to 
old  his  own,  and  promises  to  be  a  very 
seful  Member  of  it.  My  Lords,  I  have 
ow  to  turn  to  a  very  different  topic ; 
ne  which  was  admirably  dealt  with  by 
le  proposer  of  the  Address — I  mean 
le  melancholy  and  calamitous  event 
'hich  is  the  subject  of  the  first  para- 
raph  of  Her  Majesty's  Speech.  My 
rords,  the  feeling  towards  the  Queen, 
ae  of  unabated  loyalty,  and  perhaps  I 
lay  be  allowed  to  say  of  affec- 
onate  regard  on  the  part  of 
U  her  people,  is  such  that  it  would 
Iways  secure  that,  in  any  calamitous 
rent  occurring  to  the  Royal  Family, 
le  deepest  sympathy  would  be  felt 
ith  Her  Majesty  and  with  Her  Ma- 
usty's  family.  But  as  the  noble  Barl 
l  moving  the  Address  observed,  no 
rcumstance  was  wanting  in  this  sad 
rent  to  give  it  the  most  tragic  colour. 
[y  Lords,  the  young  Prince,  whose  loss 
e  deplore,  was  the  eldest  son  of  the 
[eir  Apparent  to  the  Throne,  with  the 
tightest  prospects  before  him  in  life, 


and  upon  the  very  eve  of  contracting 
what  doubtless  would  have  proved  a 
most  happy  marriage.  Such  an  event, 
even  in  private  life,  must  have  evoked 
the  widest  sympathy  ;  but  happening, 
as  it  does,  to  one  placed  in  so  conspi- 
cuous a  situation,  and  connected  with 
the  family  towards  whom  we  feel  so 
strongly  in  affection  and  respect,  it  has 
evoked  the  universal  sympathy  of  the 
whole  British  Bmpire.  My  Lords, 
those  who  have  had  the  honour  of  an 
acquaintance,  however  slight,  with  the 
late  Duke  of  Clarence  and  Avondale, 
must  have  observed  what  a  gentle  and 
kindly  disposition  he  possessed ;  and 
those  who  have  heard  him,  upon  the 
few  occasions  when  he  appeared  before 
the  public,  must  have  seen  that  he 
showed  distinct  promise  of  qualities 
which  would  certainly  have  enabled 
him  to  discharge  afterwards  the 
duties  of  his  high  position  with 
efficiency,  with  satisfaction  to  him- 
self, and  with  benefit  to  the  country 
over  which,  perhaps,  he  would 
have  eventually  been  the  Sovereign. 
My  Lords,  in  such  circumstances  as 
these  no  consolation  which  we  can  offer 
can,  I  fear,  have  much  effect ;  but  I  am 
certain  that,  as  throughout  the  Bmpire, 
so  in  this  House,  there  is  the  deepest 
feeling  of  sympathy  towards  Her 
Majesty  the  Queen,  sympathy  with  the 
afflicted  parents  of  the  Duke  of  Clarence 
and  Avondale,  and  with  the  Princess 
whose  hopes  were  so  cruelly  blighted  by 
this  terrible  calamity.  My  Lords,  I 
turn  now  to  the  matters  of  business 
dealt  with  in  this  Speech.  I  entirely 
concur  with  the  noble  Lords  in  the 
satisfaction  which  we  all  must  feel  in 
hearing  that  our  relations  are  of 
friendly  nature  with  all  Foreign  Powers. 
My  Lords,  there  is  an  allusion  which 
is  most  fitly  made  in  the  Speech  to  the 
loss  which  has  been  sustained,  and 
which  we  especially  have  sustained  by 
the  death  of  the  Khedive  of  Egypt. 
The  Khedive  was  a  ruler  who,  by  his 
simple  and  blameless  life,  by  his  great 
regard  for  the  interests  of  the  people 
over  whom  he  ruled,  and  by  his  singular 
freedom  from  intrigue,  and  his  straight- 
forwardness in  his  dealings  with  all 
Powers  with  whom  he  had  to  do,  com- 
manded general  respect ;  and  his  loss 
is  one  which  will  be  very  widely 
lamented.    With  regard  to  the  future, 
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the  noble  Lord  who  seconded  the 
Address  entered  somewhat  largely  into 
the  Egyptian  question.  I  do  '  not 
think  this  would  be  a  wise  oppor- 
tunity to  raise  a  controversy  on 
this  subject.  Just  at  this  moment, 
when  there  is  a  change  in  the  ruler  of 
that  country,  the  moment  clearly  would 
not  be  well  chosen  for  expressing  the 
opinions,  whatever  they  may  be,  which 
we  hold  upon  this  subject.  At  the 
same  time,  I  must  not  be  held  to 
acquiesce  in  all,  or  indeed  in  much, 
that  the  noble  Lord  the  Seconder  of 
the  Address  said  on  this  subject.  My 
feeling  is  this :  I  agree  with  the  para- 
graph of  the  Speech  in  the  hope  that 
the  new  Khedive  will  follow  in  the 
steps  of  his  predecessor,  and  I  trust 
that  he  will,  by  a  sagacious  conduct  of 
the  administration  of  Egypt,  secure — 
what  I  believe  is  wished,  not  only  by 
ourselves,  but  by  all  the  Powers  in- 
terested in  Egypt — that  that  country 
should  be  placed  in  such  a  position 
that  its  Government  should  have  a  firm 
basis,  and  that  it  should  be  able  to 
sustain  itself  alone,  without  foreign 
assistance.  And,  for  my  part,  I  do 
not  believe  that  there  are  any  in  this 
country  who  do  not  look  forward  to 
the  time  when  we  shall  be  able,  in 
accordance  with  our  obligations,  which 
have  been  acknowledged  by  all  parties, 
to  terminate  the  occupation  of  Egypt, 
which  has  been  productive  of  much 
benefit  I  am  sure,  and  of  great  bless- 
ings to  that  country,  but  the  long 
continuance  of  which,  I  believe,  is 
fraught  with  great  disadvantages  to 
our  own  country.  My  Lords,  I  notice 
an  omission  in  the  Speech,  which  I 
regret,  namely,  that  there  is  no 
mention  of  Newfoundland.  I  had 
hoped  that  possibly  the  exertions  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government  might  have  been 
crowned  with  success,  and  that  we 
might  have  heard  that  large  progress 
had  been  made  in  settling  that  con- 
tinued difficulty ;  but  1  am  afraid  that 
the  fates  are  against  us  as  usual  in  this 
matter,  and  that  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment will  bequeath  what  I  may  term 
a  sort  of  Chancer}-  suit  of  diplomacy 
to  their  successors,  whoever  they  may 
be.  As  to  the  Behring  Straits  matter, 
all  of  us  must  have  seen  with  great 
satisfaction  that  an  agreement  had  been 
come  to  with  the  United  States,  and 
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that  the  matter  is  to  be  dealt  with  by 
arbitration.  Now,  my  Lords,  I  tun 
to  matters  of  domestic  interest,  and  I 
am  not  surprised  to  find  that  in  thft 
forefront  is  placed  the  promise  of  s 
measure  of  Local  Government  for 
Ireland.  I  am  not  surprised,  because, 
no  doubt,  Her  Majesty's  Government 
have  always  announced  that  they 
would  extend  to  Ireland  the  same,  or 
some  similar  measure  of  local  govern- 
ment as  that  which  has  been  given  in 
England.  But  whether  that  satisfaction 
with  which  we  view  the  introduction 
of  such  a  measure  will  be  equally 
shared  by  those  who  support  the  noble 
Marquess,  I  cannot  help  feeling  some 
doubt.  If  the  measure  is  one  which  is 
a  real  measure  of  local  government, 
and  which  is  not  fenced  with  those 
guarantees  and  securities,  to  which  one 
of  the  noble  Lords  alluded,  in  so 
elaborate  a  manner  as  to  render  it 
practically  a  sham ;  if,  I  say,  it  is  a  real 
measure  of  local  government,  it  will  be 
welcomed  with  pleasure  on  this  side  of 
the  House,  not  only  on  account  of  the 
advantages  which  we  believe  there 
would  be  in  the  improvement  of  the 
local  government  of  Ireland,  which  all 
know  to  be  exceedingly  defective,  but 
also  we  take  a  view  (which  I  do  not 
think  is  so  generally  shared,  or  if  it  is 
felt  on  the  other  side  cannot  be  felt 
with  very  great  pleasure)  that  nothing 
is  more  likely  to  further  that  Home 
Eule  which  is  a  portion  of  our  policy 
than  the  constitution  of  this  local 
government  in  Ireland.  Therefore,  in 
any  event,  we  view  it  with  satisfaction. 
We  hope  the  measure  will  pass.  We 
believe  that  one  of  two  things  will 
happen  :  either  that  it  will  be  a  satis* 
factory  measure  and  will,  so  far  as  it 
goes,  strengthen  our  policy  in  Ireland, 
or,  if  it  should  turn  out  to  be  a  measure 
which  has  very  little  real  substance  in 
it,  it  will  be  likely  to  increase  dis- 
satisfaction in  Ireland,  and,  in  that 
way  also,  to  further  the  policy  which 
we  have  at  heart.  Now,  there  is 
another  matter  which  the  noble  Lords 
justly  alluded  to  as  one  of  great  im- 
portance, and  one  which  does  not  bear 
quite  so  much  a  Party  character  as  the 
one  which  I  have  been  referring  to :  I 
mean  the  measure  dealing  with  Irish 
education.  Irish  education,  all  who 
know  that  country  know,  is  not  now  in 
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a  satisfactory  position.  There  was  a 
time  when  the  system  of  education  in 
Ireland  was  somewhat  in  advance  of 
the  system  in  England  ;  bat  since  that 
time  we  have  made  great  progress. 
No  one  can  doubt  that  some  reform  is 
required  in  the  educational  system  in 
Ireland.  Her  Majesty's  Government 
have,  no  doubt,  been  compelled  to 
address  themselves  to  the  subject  be- 
cause there  is  a  sum  of  money  which 
has  to  be  distributed  in  Ireland,  which 
I  believe  at  present  remains  in  the 
hands  of  the  Treasury,  if  I  am  rightly 
informed.  But  I  observe  there  is  this 
difference  between  Ireland  and  England 
in  this  matter  :  we  were  always  of 
opinion,  I  believe  on  both  sides  of 
the  House,  that  one  of  the  chief 
reasons  why  it  was  desirable  to  give 
what  is  called  free  or  assisted  educa- 
tion (I  do  not  quarrel  about  the 
word)  in  England  and  Scotland  was 
that  we  had  compulsory  education 
in  England  and  Scotland,  and  that, 
therefore,  it  was  reasonable  that 
those  who  were  compelled  to  send  their 
children  to  school  should  not  have  to 
pay  a  fee  for  sending  them  there — but 
hitherto  education  has  never  been  com- 
pulsory in  Ireland,  and  I  shall  be  ex- 
tremely anxious  to  see  whether  Her 
Majesty's  Government  intend  to  intro- 
duce the  compulsory  system  into  that 
country.  But  I  cannot  congratulate 
the  Government,  in  one  sense,  for 
having  that  measure  in  hand;  for  I 
think  they  will  find  it  is  about  one  of 
the  most  thorny  subjects  they  can  have 
to  deal  with  in  that  country ;  and  I 
shall  be  exceedingly  curious  to  see 
whether  the  loyalty  of  some  of  the  hot 
Orangemen  in  Ireland  will  stand  the 
test  of  accepting  a  measure  which 
would  compel  them  to  send  their  child- 
ren to  schools  very  largely  attended  by 
children  of  their  Boman  Catholic 
countrymen.  But,  while  I  say  this,  I 
wish  well  to  the  measure  because  of  its 
educational  advantages,  and  because  I 
think  anything  that  brings  together  the 
different  sections  of  the  population  of 
Ireland  must  be  a  benefit  to  the  whole 
Empire.  So  much  with  regard  to 
Irish  measures,  which  I  should  think 
are  likely  to  occupy  a  very  con- 
siderable part  of  this  Session. 
But  we  are  also  promised  a  very 
important  English   measure,  I   mean 


that  for  small  holdings.  I  will  not 
trouble  your  Lordships  with  a  discus- 
sion on  the  depopulation  of  the  rural 
districts.  The  only  remark  I  would 
make  is  this :  that  this  movement  of 
the  rural  population  to  the  towns  is  in 
no  way  peculiar  to  this  country.  It  is 
in  the  most  remarkable  manner  a 
movement  going  on  all  over  the  world. 
It  is  found  in  France ;  it  is  found  in 
Canada,  where  the  towns  have  in- 
creased much  faster  than  the  rural 
districts ;  it  is  found  in  the  United 
States,  where  the  increase  in  the  towns 
is  infinitely  greater  than  it  is  in  the 
rural  districts  ;  it  is  found  in  Australia, 
where  the  circumstances  are  wholly 
different ;  therefore,  I  think  we  must 
dismiss  from  our  minds  the  idea  that 
any  particular  system  of  land  tenure, 
or  any  particular  system  of  society, 
such  as  we  have  here,  is  the  main  and 
principal  cause  of  this  movement.  I 
say  that,  because  I  think  otherwise  we 
may  be  led  astray  in  considering  these 
questions.  But  when  I  make  this 
general  observation,  I  by  no  means 
wish  to  depreciate  any  attempts  which 
may  be  made  to  diminish  the  strength 
of  this  movement.  On  the  contrary,  I 
think  the  universality  of  the  movement 
and .  the  strength  of  it  render  it  the 
more  necessary  that  we  should  take 
any  measure  that  may  be  in  our  power 
to  counteract  it.  It  is  the  interest  of 
the  country,. it  is  the  interest  of  the 
whole  population,  that  the  rural  popu- 
lation should  not  be  unduly  diminished; 
and  although  one  of  the  noble  Lords 
said  that  the  Census  showed  that  there 
was  not  a  diminution  in  our  rural 
districts,  I  cannot  help  feeling  some 
doubt  as  to  whether  that  conclusion  is 
well  founded.  It  may  be  that,  taking  all 
so-called  rural  districts  together,  there 
may  not  be  generally  a  diminution ; 
but  if  you  look  at  the  strictly  rural 
agricultural  districts,  I  think  you  will 
find  that  there  is  a  diminution  going 
on,  although  not  in  so  great  a  propor- 
tion as  in  the  previous  decade.  How- 
ever that  may  be,  this  is  a  measure 
that  must  be  judged,  not  merely  with 
reference  to  the  question  of  depopula- 
tion, but  with  reference  to  many  other 
aspects  which  it  bears.  What  I  am 
rather  curious  to  know  is,  what  is  the 
precise  object  which  Her  Majesty's 
Government  will  have  in  view  with 
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regard  to  this  measure?  My  reason 
for  saying  so  is  this :  the  noble  Mar- 
quess will  forgive  me  for  referring  to 
a  very  interesting  speech  which  he 
recently  made,  and  in  which  he  dis- 
cussed very  largely  this  question  of 
small  holdings.  I  was  rather  puzzled 
to  know  what  were  the  precise  objects 
which  the  Government  had  in  view  in 
proposing  such  a  measure.  The  ques- 
tion of  the  improvement  of  the  condi- 
tion of  the  labourers  by  any  such 
measure  was  set  aside  by  the  noble 
Marquess.  He  laid  great  stress  upon 
what  I  am  by  no  means  disposed  to 
underrate — the  political  effects  of  in- 
creasing the  number  of  proprietors  in 
this  country  ;  but  the  chief,  the  main, 
object,  apparently,  which  he  had  in 
view  in  the  creation  of  these  small  hold- 
ings was  one  that  I  confess  surprised  me, 
namely,  the  diminution  of  the  pressure 
of  the  poor  rates  on  real  property ; 
and  if  that  is  the  chief  object  of  the 
measure  I  doubt  very  much  whether 
it  will  be  received  with  quite  as  much 
satisfaction  in  the  rural  districts 
as  the  noble  Marquess  may  desire. 
But  there  is  one  observation  I  wish 
to  make  upon  this  Small  Holdings 
Bill :  that  I  think  it  is  a  very  striking 
refutation  of  the  attacks  which  have 
been  made  upon  those  who  sit 
upon  this  side  of  the  Table,  or 
in  the  other  House  of  Parliament, 
for  our  supposed,  as  it  is  called,  bidding 
for  the  agricultural  vote.  We  are 
constantly  told  that  we  are  exceedingly 
factious  people — that  our  only  object 
is  to  catch  a  vote  here  and  there,  and 
that  we  have  been  bidding  for  the 
agricultural  vote.  Well,  I  apprehend 
that  all  parties  are  very  desirous  to 
obtain  the  agricultural  vote  if  they  can, 
and  I  think  that  this  Bill  that  has 
been  brought  forward  by  the  Govern- 
ment is  a  very  strong  example  that 
bidding  for  the  agricultural  vote  is  not 
confined  to  this  side  of  the  House. 
And  I  must  also  make  this  remark — 
that  we  have  lately  seen  what  is  ex- 
ceedingly gratifying  to  us,  because  it  is 
a  very  old  saying  that  nothing  is  so 
flattering  as  imitation.  Now  we  had  a 
conference  in  London  of  agricultural 
labourers,  and,  I  believe,  in  some 
quarters  among  those  who  are  opposed 
to  us  there  was  a  disposition  rather  to 
underrate  and  sneer  at  the  conference. 

The  Earl  of  Kimberley 


But,  what  took  place  soon  after?  The 
Minister  for  Agriculture  paid  as  the 
great  compliment  of  instantly  imitating 
what  we  had  done,  and  setting  up 
another  and  rival  conference  of  agri- 
cultural labourers  in  a  district  not  very 
far  from  me.  I  am  sufficiently  vain  to 
think  that  the  copy  was  not  as  good  as 
the  original;  but,  at  all  events,  it 
shows  that  we  have  no  monopoly  of 
this  attempt  to  catch  the  agricultural 
vote ;  and  all  that  we  can  hope  for  is 
that  we  may  have  a  majority  of  their 
votes.  And  I  am  not  quite  certain 
that  this  small  holdings  measure  may 
not  really  be  ascribed  a  good  deal 
to  the  pressure  which  has  been 
brought  forward  on  the  part  of  the  Oppo- 
sition for  something  to  be  done  for  the 
agricultural  labourer,  and  that  we  may 
not  get  possibly  a  certain  amount  of  the 
credit  that  may  be  derived  from  this 
measure.  But,  be  that  as  it  may,  I 
think  the  matter  must  really  be  judgedr 
not  from  a  Party  point  of  view  of  who 
is  going  to  get  votes  at  the  next  election. 
The  measure  is  one  of  very  considerable 
importance  and,  when  it  comes  (as  I 
trust  it  will)  before  the  House,  it  will 
meet  on  both  sides  of  it  with  a  fair 
disposition  to  favourable  consideration  „ 
if  it  is  a  reasonable  measure.  Now 
there  is  a  measure  which  interests  me 
personally  and  many  noble  Lords  in 
this  House,  which  I  am  very  glad  to 
see  mentioned  in  the  Speech — I  mean 
the  measure  which  is  described  as  for 
the  improvement  of  the  Legislative 
Councils  of  India.  I  echo  most  sin- 
cerely a  hope  which  was  expressed  by 
one  of  the  noble  Lords  who  moved  and 
seconded  the  Address,  that  this  measure 
will  not  merely  pass  through  this  House, 
but  will  be  pressed  by  Her  Majesty's 
Government  through  the  other  House 
and  will  pass  into  law.  It  is  really  a 
misfortune  that  a  measure  of  this  kind 
should  be  hung  up  Session  after  Session. 
However  important  to  us  may  be  our 
domestic  legislation,  let  us  not  forget 
that  we  have  an  immense  responsibility 
in  the  government  of  that  great  Empire 
in  India,  and  that  it  is  not  well  for  us 
to  palter  long  with  questions  of  this- 
kind.  And  I  am  the  more  desirous  that 
this  measure  should  be  dealt  with,, 
because  I  have  observed,  as  I 
have  no  doubt  the  noble  Viscount 
the    Secretary    of     State    for    India- 
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ias  observed,  with  great  pleasure 
ihat  in-  India  the  tone  has  much 
noderated  in  dealing  with  this  subject, 
ind  that  very  sensible  views  have  been 
expressed  at  meetings  held  in  India; 
ind  there  is  now  a  reasonable  promise 
ihat  there  will  be  an  agreement  as  to  a 
tentative  and  commencing  measure 
lpon  this  subject.  We  must  not  look  for 
t  all  at  once ;  but  if  we  can  make  a 
>eginning,  I  believe  we  shall  lay  the 
oundation  for  what  may  be  a  real 
benefit  and  a  real  security  to  our  Indian 
Empire.  My  Lords,  there  are  a  num- 
>er  of  other  small  matters  that  are 
iealt  with  in  the  Speech,  and  upon 
vhich,  if  I  were  disposed  to  occupy 
rour  time,  I  might  make  some  observa- 
ions.  But  you  know  that  every 
Session  we  have  what  may  be  called 
the  ghosts  of  the  previous  Session  re- 
suscitated and  brought  before  us  ;  and 
lere  they  are  as  usual.  My  own  feei- 
ng is  that,  whilst  they  are  very  in- 
vesting figures,  at  this  time  of  day, 
•vhen  this  Parliament  is  necessarily  not 
*ar  from  its  termination,  it  will  not  be 
ound  that  there  will  be  any  very  ex- 
traordinary anxiety  to  deal  with  those 
subjects  which  are  not  of  great  and 
Dressing  interest,  and  that,  in  all 
probability,  some  at  least,  perhaps  all 
>f  them,  will  survive  to  appear  in 
mother  Parliament,  and  receive  then  I 
lope  more  attention  than  they  would 
probably  get  in  the  present  Parliament. 
Vfy  Lords,  I  will  not  detain  your 
jordships  any  longer.  The  Speech  has 
;he  great  merit  of  brevity;  the  subjects 
>f  it  are  plainly  and  sufficiently  stated ; 
ind  I  daresay  your  Lordships  will  be 
rery  glad  if  I  say  that  I  have  exhausted 
ill  the  observations  that  I  wish  to  make 
>n  this  occasion. 

Ths  PBIME  MINISTER  and  SEC- 
RETARY op  STATE  for  FOREIGN 
VPPAIRS  (The  Marquess  of  Salis- 
suby)  :  In  the  course  of  his,  I  am 
>ound  to  say  very  temperate,  remarks, 
>r  rather  at  the  beginning  of  them,  the 
loble  Lord  commenced  with  that 
ribute  to  the  talent  of  those  who  have 
noved  and  seconded  the  Address,  which 
vas  never  more  fitly  delivered  than  on 
he  present  occasion.  At  all  events,  to- 
light  we  can  say  that,  in  reiterating  that 
ulogy,  we  are  using  no  hollow  and 
nreal  phraseology.  The  speeches  of 
he  two  noble  Lords,  and  especially  of 


the  noble  Earl  who  moved  the  Address, 
will  take  a  very  high  rank  among 
similar  addresses  which  we  have  lis- 
tened to  in  this  House.  They  indicate 
great  powers  of  mind  and  of 
speech  ;  and  if  the  two  noble  Lords  will 
giye  us  the  benefit  in  future  debates  of 
the  powers  that  they  have  displayed,, 
there  will  be  a  very  considerable  addi- 
tion, both  of  solid  thought  and  of  grace* 
ful  language,  to  illustrate  the  discussion?, 
of  this  House.  My  Lords,  we  meet  on 
a  very  sad  and  tragic  occasion,  which 
must  necessarily  colour  our  remarks,, 
and  I  think  probably  diminish  the- 
keenness  of  our  application  to  other 
subjects.  I  do  not  feel  that,  after  the- 
very  pathetic  and  eloquent  observations- 
which  have  fallen  from  all  who  hav& 
noticed  this  sad  subject,  I  ought  to- 
detain  your  Lordships  long  by  dwelling 
upon  it ;  it  is  one  which  must  waken 
our  deepest  feelings  of  sympathy  as- 
individuals,  and  loyalty  as  good  sub- 
jects. We,  most  of  us,  had  soma 
acquaintance — my  own  was  very  slight, 
but  I  had  some  acquaintance — with  the 
lamented  Prince  whose  loss  we  are 
deploring.  It  always  struck  me  that  I 
had  seldom  seen  in  any  rank,  and 
hardly  ever  in  so  exalted  a  rank,  such  a 
perfect  absence  of  selfishness  or  pride- 
of  any  kind,  such  a  complete  amiability 
of  character,  such  a  desire  to  make 
himself  loved  by  all  with  whom  h& 
might  come  in  contact;  and  I  think 
that,  outside  the  circle  of  those  who 
knew  him,  the  recognition  of  his  fine? 
qualities  was  widely  spread,  and  it  was 
believed  that  in  a  future,  though  all 
hoped  a  distant,  day  we  had  the 
hope  of  a  ruler  who  would  cany 
on  at  their  highest  level  the 
traditions  of  the  English  Monarchy. 
And  then  the  depth  of  the  calamity  is- 
measured  by  the  contrast  of  the  feelings 
against  which  it  is  thrown.  Before^ 
this  event  took  place  a  marriage  had 
been  announced  which  had  been  singu- 
larly grateful  to  the  feelings  of  the 
people  of  this  country.  It  was  a 
marriage  with  a  Princess  well  known 
and  universally  beloved,  and  universally 
honoured  wherever  she  was  known,  and 
men  looked  forward  with  an  enthusiasm 
to  that  event  which  they  could  not  feel 
in  the  case  of  a  Princess  coming  from 
another  land  with  whom  they  had  not 
yet    been  able    to    make    themselves. 
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acquainted.  The  tragic  character  of 
-the.  reality  is  thrown  out  by  its  contrast 
with  the  hopefulness  of  those  dreams 
in  which  men  indulged.  The  considera- 
tions of  consolation,  on  which  the  noble 
Earl  behind  me  has  dwelt,  have  no 
♦doubt  weighed  strongly  with  your 
Lordships,  as  they  have  weighed  with 
the  August  Sovereign  whose  words  this 
Speech  embodies.  It  is  no  small  thing 
to  feel  that  the  position,  the  action,  the 
common  reputation  of  the  Royal  Family, 
And  especially  of  the  Sovereign  who  is 
at  the  head  of  it,  are  such  as  to  have 
-called  forth,  even  from  those  who  knew 
little  or  nothing  of  the  Prince  we  have 
lost,  that  universal  unbidden  outburst 
of  sympathy  and  sorrow  which  echoed 
from  every  corner  of  the  world.  It 
shows  to  us  that,  above  all  theories, 
our  institutions  are  knit  together  by 
human  and  personal  feelings,  and  that 
their  popularity  is  largely  a  tribute  to, 
and  a  proof  of,  the  excellence  of  those 
who  bear  the  honours  they  confer.  My 
Lords,  as  I  have  said,  the  observations 
of  the  noble  Lord  opposite  were  very 
temperate,  and  I  do  not  know,  if  equity 
did  not  demand  it,  that  I  should  think 
it  necessary  to  answer  him  in  the 
matters  to  which  he  referred.  He  told 
us  that  he  disagreed  about  Egypt ;  but, 
by  way  of  showing  that  he  disagreed, 
he  proceeded  to  utter  what,  so  far  as  I 
could  catch  it,  was  a  very  sound  and 
orthodox  statement  of  the  view  which 
has  always  been  held  on  both  sides  of 
the  House. 

The  Earl  of  KIMBERLEY :  I  only 
said  that  I  disagreed  with  some  things 
that  the  Seconder  had  said. 

The  Marquess  of  SALISBURY  : 
We  have  always  held  language  which, 
as  I  say,  speaking  merely  from  what  I 
gathered,  is  very  similar  to  that  which 
has  been  held  this  evening  by  the 
noble  Lord. 

The  Earl  of  KIMBERLEY  :  That  I 
can  quite  understand. 

The  Marquess  of  SALISBURY  : 
We  have  great  confidence  that  the 
experiment — the  somewhat  strange  and 
anomalous  experiment — in  which  this 
country  has  taken  so  large  a  part,  will 
not  be  allowed  to  fail.  Our  object  is, 
undoubtedly,  that  Egypt  should  stand 
by  her  own  strength — too  strong  either 
for  internal  intrigue  or  rebellion  or  for 
■external  encroachment  to  overthrow. 

The  Marquess  of  Salisbury 


That  is  the  object  we  have  in  view. 
We  may  think  that  our  critics  imagine 
that  that  object  can  be  reached  more 
rapidly,  and  by  more  royal  roads,  than 
we  believe  to  be  the  case.  That  is  a 
matter  which,  I  agree  with  the  noble 
Lord,  we  had  better  defer  to  some 
other  opportunity  of  debate.  But  the 
difference  between  us  is  a  difference  in 
means,  and  not  in  ends ;  and  I  earnestly 
hope  that  no  foreign  country  will  be- 
lieve that  this  people,  after  all  they 
have  sacrificed,  and  all  they  have  done, 
will  ever  abandon  Egypt,  either  to  the 
supremacy  of  any  other  Power,  or  to 
the  destruction  of  disorder  and  anarchy 
within.  The  noble  Lord  asked  us 
about  Newfoundland.  He  very  fitly 
compared  it  to  a  Chancery  suit— even 
under  the  reformed  orders  of  the  Court 
of  Chancery  ;  but  he  proceeded  to  say 
that  he  hoped  the  efforts  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government  had  procured  & 
settlement  of  it.  Well,  if  Her  Majesty's 
Government  Jiad  been  left  alone,  we 
should  have  procured  a  settlement  of 
it.  The  efforts  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government  bore  the  very  fairest  pro- 
mise of  success.  Unfortunately,  a 
Bill  was  necessary,  and  that  Bill  had 
to  pass  through  both  Houses  of  Parlia- 
ment. In  this  House  it  met  with  a 
certain  amount  of  criticism ;  but  the 
noble  Lords  opposite  did  their 
roaring  very  gently,  and  I  do 
not  think  any  very  great  harm 
was  done.  But  when  it  got  into  the 
other  House  of  Parliament  the  matter 
took  a  very  different  turn,  and  I  am 
revealing  no  diplomatic  secret,  for  when- 
ever the  Papers  come  to  be  published 
it  must  appear  that  the  observations 
which  were  made  by  gentlemen,  who 
believed  themselves  to  be,  and  an- 
nounced themselves  to  be,  on  the  point 
of  coming  into  Office  at  an  early  period, 
were  of  such  a  character  as  entirely 
to  destroy  in  the  French  Government 
any  hope  that  they  would  obtain  the 
execution  of  the  decrees  of  the  arbitra- 
tor, whenever  the  arbitrator  might  be; 
appointed  ;  and  the  result  is  that  since, 
those  speeches  have  been  delivered  vre 
have  not  moved  a  single  inch,  and  the] 
French  Government  have  not,  up  to 
this  time,  ventured  to  submit,  or  thought; 
it  right  to  submit,  to  their  Chainbtfrj 
the  ratification  of  the  engagement  ORi 
the  strength  of  which  we  proposed  that] 
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Bill  to  Parliament.  I  am  justified, 
therefore,  in  saying  that  if  the  New- 
foundland business  has  not  got  further 
than  it  has  at  present,  it  is  not  because 
we  have  made  no  efforts,  but  because 
our  efforts  have  been  interfered  with  by 
the  somewhat  rash  criticisms  that  others 
have  devoted  to  them.  But  it  is  fair  to 
say  that  the  French  Government  are,  I 
believe,  awaiting  the  result  of  legisla- 
tion which  has  been  promised  in  the 
Newfoundland  Assembly.  I  do  not 
venture  to  prophesy  what  its  fate  will 
be ;  but,  until  that  fate  is  decided,  I 
am  wholly  unable  to  tell  the  noble 
Lord  how  soon  the  Chancery  suit  will 
come  to  a  conclusion.  The  noble  Lord 
derived  great  consolation  from  the  con- 
sideration of  Irish  affairs.  He  thought 
he  saw  the  material  for  failure  and 
consequent  discontent  in  all  the 
measures  of  Her  Majesty's  Government, 
and  he  exulted  in  the  notion  that  we 
should  produce  so  much  dissatisfaction 
in  Ireland  that  the  success  of  his  Party 
would  consequently  be  the  result.  Well, 
that  is,  perhaps,  not  a  novel  way  of 
looking  at  the  legislative  proposals  of 
your  opponent.  What  is  novel  is  the 
extreme  candour  with  which,  on  this 
occasion,  it  has  been  announced.  I 
can  only  say  that  I  hope  the  noble 
Lord  will  be  disappointed.  I  quite 
admit  with  him  that  education  is  a 
very  thorny  subject,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  we  shall  find  that  we  have 
stirred  up  a  considerable  hornet's  nest 
in  some  direction  or  other  by  any  propo- 
sals that  we  may  make ;  but  if  we  are  to 
be  deterred  from  doing  anything  for 
education  in  Ireland  by  that  reflection, 
when  we  consider  how  deeply  education 
goes  to  the  root  of  all  the  differences  by 
which  that  country  is  distracted,  I  im- 
agine our  legislative  career  would  be  of 
a  very  anodyne  and  unimportant 
character.  The  noble  Lord  expressed 
his  curiosity  as  to  what  several  Bills 
would  contain.  I  think,  on  the  whole, 
I  had  better  leave  him  to  the  sufferings 
which  that  unsatisfied  passion  may 
cause  him  a  few  days  longer.  If  I 
were  to  attempt  to  give  him  an  account 
from  memory  of  the  various  clauses  he 
has  referred  to,  I  might  possibly  make 
some  mistake  for  which  he  would  be 
very  angry  with  me  afterwards.  I  can 
only  hope  that  his  rest  will  not  be 
seriously  compromised  by  the  length  of 

VOL.  I.  [new  series.] 


time  he  will  have  to  wait.  The  matter 
which,  I  think,  excited  the  noble  Lord 
to  the  greatest  extent  was  our  proposal 
for  a  Small  Holdings  Bill.  He  was  in- 
dignant that  we  had  tried  to  catch  the 
agricultural  vote. 

The  Earl  of  KIMBERLEY :  No ;  I 
made  no  objection.  I  objected  that 
we  were  accused  of  doing  it  when  you 
were  doing  the  same  thing. 

The  Marquess  of  SALISBURY  :  I 
imagine  we  used  to  be  called  the  Agri- 
cultural Party,  and  it  sounds  rather  as 
if  I  were  trying  to  catch  my  own  vote 
— an  effort  I  should  find  no  difficulty  in 
performing.  But  I  do  not  think  there 
is  much  reality  in  an  accusation,  under 
our  Constitutional  Government,  of  what 
is  called  trying  to  catch  votes,  unless 
you  do  it  in  a  dishonourable  manner, 
and  in  a  manner  inconsistent  with  your 
own  convictions ;  because  I  understand 
these  two  Houses  sit  rather  for  the 
purpose  of  listening  to  the  grievances 
and  views  of  the  inhabitants  of  this 
country,  and  that,  if  they  do  not  try  to 
catch  votes — that  is  to  say,  if  they  do 
not  try  to  meet  the  wishes  of  the 
people  by  whom  this  country  is  in- 
habited— they  very  largely  fail  in  the 
duties  which  they  have  to  perform. 
But  the  noble  Lord  seemed  to  suggest 
that  we  had  borrowed  our  policy  from 
him.  That  is  a  claim  of  copyright 
which  I  hear  constantly  coming  from 
the  benches  opposite.  It  appears  to  me 
that  at  some  time  or  other  some  versa- 
tile Member  or  other  of  their  Party  has 
made  every  possible  suggestion  on  poli- 
tical matters  which  human  ingenuity 
can  contrive  ;  and,  therefore,  it  conse- 
quently follows  that  if  anybody  takes 
up  any  idea  in  earnest  he  must  find 
that  some  Member  of  the  Liberal  Party 
at  some  time  or  other  had  expressed  a 
similar  idea.  I  venture  to  say  for  my- 
self that  I  am  not  guilty  of  borrowing 
from  the  noble  Lord  in  this  matter 
of  small  holdings.  The  noble  Lord 
must  remember  perfectly  well — it  is 
some  time  ago  now — that  when  he  was 
pushing  the  first  Irish  Bill  through 
Parliament  I  ventured  to  support 
him,  very  much  to  the  indignation  of 
my  then  leader,  the  noble  Duke  behind 
me  (the  Duke  of  Richmond),  in  the  policy 
of  those  small  holdings.  I  was  a  be- 
liever in  the  policy  that  the  Bright 
Clauses  suggested.    They  were  not  very 
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successful;  they  failed  to  please  the 
Treasury — a  failure  which  has  happened 
toother  clauses  besides  those — and  con- 
sequently they  did  not  succeed.  But 
they  represented  a  principle  which  I 
ventured  to  support  then,  and  which  I 
support  now,  as  most  essentially  Con- 
servative in  its  nature.  There  is  no 
guarantee  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
institutions  of  a  country  like  a  large 
number  of  possessors  of  land  in  that 
country.  I  do  not  say  that  these  small 
holdings  will  be  able  to  effect  that  ob- 
ject ;  the  economical  causes  may  be  too 
strong  for  us  ;  it  may  not  be  possible  to 
cultivate  land  in  these  small  parcels 
with  success,  or  to  own  it  with  success; 
the  temptation  to  invest  the  capital  in 
something  more  remunerative  may  tend 
to  cause  the  constant  sale  of  the  hold- 
ings as  fast  as  they  are  created.  I  am 
putting  the  matter  in  its  worst  light.  I 
do  not  in  the  least  pledge  my  own  belief 
that  this  must  necessarily  succeed  over 
a  very  large  portion  of  the  country.  I 
believe  in  some  portions  of  the  country, 
where  the  soil  is  fertile,  it  may  succeed. 
I  am  quite  certain  that  wherever  it 
does  succeed  it  will  be  a  very  large 
additional  guarantee  to  the  institutions 
of  this  country.  And  I  must  correct  a 
misunderstanding  of  the  noble  Lord's 
with  respect  to  the  object  that  I  have 
in  view.  That  guarantee  to  the  in- 
stitutions of  the  country  is  what 
induced  me  20  years  ago,  and  what 
induces  me  now,  and  I  believe  always 
will  induce  me,  to  support  a  policy  for 
multiplying  the  owners  of  land.  When 
I  said  that  it  would  end  in  diminishing 
the  burden  of  the  poor  rates,  what  I 
thought  I  explained  at  Exeter  (but  I 
am  afraid  I  did  not  carry  it  to  the 
mind  of  the  noble  Lord),  was  that  it 
-  seemed  to  me  that  rates  generally, 
education  rates  certainly,  were  levied 
upon  the  land,  and  not  levied  upon 
other  sources  of  income,  and  that,  by 
that  undue  preference  given  to  personal 
property,  a  very  considerable  injustice 
was  being  committed.  My  belief  was 
that  if  we  had  a  large  number  of 
small  holders  through  the  country  we 
should  be  electorally  too  strong  to 
allow  that  injustice  to  continue  ;  but  it 
is  only  in  that  sense  that  I  thought  the 
multiplication  of  small  holders  would 
diminish  the  burden  of  the  poor  rates. 
My  Lords,  I  do  not  care  to  awell  upon 

The  Marquess  of  Salisbury 


this  subject,  for  I  think  we  had  mud 
better  do  so  when  the  measure  is  before 
us.  I  feel  a  difficulty  in  dealing  with 
this  measure,  and,  indeed,  with  many 
other  measures  which  we  recommend, 
either  in  the  Queen's  Speech  or  at 
other  times,  in  that  I  am  no  believer  in 
nostrums  or  panaceas.  I  think  great 
evil  is  done  by  exaggerating  the  benefit 
that  any  one  measure  can  confer  upon 
the  people  of  this  country.  The  action 
of  every  measure  must  be  very  limited 
and  partial,  and  the  good  that  it  can 
produce  can  only  be  produced  gradually; 
and  I  am  afraid  we  shall  generate  & 
disbelief  in  the  efficiency  of  Parlia- 
ment, and  a  disbelief  in  the  sincerity 
of  politicians,  if  we  prophecy  too  large 
a  result  from  any  measure  of  this 
kind.  But,  subject  always  to  that  con- 
sideration, I  do  not  think  there  is  any 
object  to  which  we  can  direct  our 
efforts  which  would  produce  more 
certain  hope  of  benefit  than  that  of 
multiplying  the  owners  of  the  land.  I 
do  not  say  this  as  believing  that  it  win 
have  a  very  great  effect,  or  a  very 
extensive  effect,  in  retaining  in  the 
country  those  who  are  not  owners  of 
the  land.  The  noble  Lord  very  justly 
says  that  the  gravitation  towards  the 
towns  is  a  thing  confined  to  no  country. 
It  is  a  mark  of  our  time.  I  believe  it 
is  largely  the  result  of  education  ;  it  is 
largely  the  result  of  that  widening  of 
ideas  which  makes  men  more  anxious 
for  the  converse  of  each  other ;  and 
men  therefore  shrink  from  the  isola- 
tion and  dulness  of  the  country, 
and  love  the  excitement  of  the  towns. 
And  against  that  strong  human  instinct 
you  will  struggle  in  vain.  I  believe  we 
must  confine  ourselves  to  efforts  in 
which  we  can  hope  to  succeed.  If  we 
are  able  to  give  the  widest  scope  to  the 
abilities  of  the  dwellers  in  the  country 
as  well  as  the  dwellers  in  the  town  ;  if 
we  are  able  to  elevate  their  morality 
and  to  instruct  their  minds,  so  as  to 
stimulate  their  exertions  to  the  highest 
extent ;  if  we  can  hold  out  to  them  an 
object  of  ambition,  which  leads  to  the 
strongest  efforts  on  the  part  of  the 
cleverest  men,  we  may  be  sure  that, 
whether  we  catch  the  agricultural  vote 
or  not,  whatever  the  immediate  and 
temporary  effect  of  our  legislation 
should  be,  we  are  contributing  power- 
fully to  the  maintenance  of  our  institu- 
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tnd  the  permanent  welfare  of  our 

e  Duke  of  DEVONSHIEB : 
jords,  I  do  not  think  it  is 
ary  that  I  should  venture  to 
ss  upon  your  Lordships'  atten- 
y  any  remarks  upon  any  of  the 
ts  referred  to  in  Her  Majesty's 
>us  Speech  from  the  Throne,  save 
But  I  do  desire,  at  the  request 
noble  Friend  who  sits  beside  me 
larl  of  Derby),  who  has  hitherto 
ably  represented  the  opinions, 
sen  the  exponent  of  the  opinions, 
u-ge  number  of  Members  of  your 
hips'   House,  to  say  one  or  two 

to  express  how  entirely  we  con- 
l    all    that    has  fallen  from  the 

Lords  who  have  moved  and 
led  the  Address  to  the  Throne, 
,he  Prime  Minister,  and  the  noble 
vho  sits  near  me,  upon  the  great 
ity  which  has  recently  befallen  the 
Family.  It  is  impossible  for  me  to 
nuch  or  anything  to  what  has  al- 
been  said.  When  a  life  of  great 
se,  a  life  which  appeared  to  offer 
irest  prospect  that  could  be  open 
noblest  ambition,  is  suddenly  and 
tturely  cut  short,  it  must,  under 
rcumstances,  become  the  subject 
versal  interest  and  universal  sym- 
.  But  the  young  Prince  whose 
ve  deplore  did  not  stand  alone, 
t  is  rather  with  his  illustrious 
bs  and  relatives  than  with  himself 
ur  thoughts  are  chiefly  concerned 
r.  It  is  well-known  that  the  nu- 
is  heavy  cares  of  duty  which 
y  the  attention  of  Her  Majesty 
in  no  degree  distracted  her  atten- 
rom  her  domestic  duties  or  chilled 
>me8tic  affections.  We  know  still 
>r  that  the  comparative  isolation 
b  Throne  has  perhaps  rendered 
feelings  of  affection  more  acute 
ore  intense  than  is  the  case  with 
iry  individuals.  The  Prince  and 
3ss  of  Wales  have  so  identified 
lelves  with  the  life  of  the  people, 

midst  of  whom  they  occupy  the 
exalted  position:  they  have  so 
1    our    joys    and    our     sorrows, 

entered  into  our  labours  and 
scupations :  that  we  everyone  of 
>el  an  interest  in  everything 
i  concerns  and  touches  them  ; 
nothing  which  can  affect  their 
less  and  their    interest   can   be 


indifferent  to  us.  My  Lords,  if  conso- 
lation could  be  found  for  such  a  crush- 
ing and  heavy  blow  as  has  befallen  the 
Prince  and  Princess  of  Wales,  it  would, 
as  has  already  been  said)  be  found  in 
the  spontaneous  and  sincere  effusion  of 
respectful  sympathy  which  has  pro- 
ceeded from  every  part  of  the  Empire. 
We  cannot  hope  that  as  yet  even  here 
much  consolation  can  be  found.  As 
has  been  well  expressed  by  a  dis- 
tinguished Member  of  your  Lordships' 
House  :  "  That  a  world-wide  Empire 
mourns  with  them  were  slender 
solace  ;  "  but  it  is  all  that  we  can  offer, 
and  we  do  offer  it,  as  the  tribute  of 
sincere  and  loyal  hearts. 

Address  agreed  to,  nemine  dissentiente, 
and  ordered  to  be  presented  to  Her 
Majesty  by  the  Lords  with  White 
Staves. 

CHAIRMAN  OF  COMMITTEB8. 

The  Earl  of  Morley  appointed, 
nemine  dissentiente,  to  take  the  Chair 
in  all  Committees  of  this  House  for 
this  Session. 

Committee  for  Privileges  —  Ap- 
pointed. 

Sub-Committee  for  the  Journals 
— Appointed. 

Stoppages  in  the  Streets — Orders 
to  prevent,  renewed. 

Appeal  Committee — Appointed. 

SELECT  VESTRIE8. 
Bill,  pro  forma,  read  1\ 

INDIAN  COUNCILS  ACT  (1861)  AMENDMENT 

BILL  [H.L.1 

A  Bill  to  amend  the  Indian  Councils  Act, 
1861,  was  presented  by  the  Viscount  Cross ; 
read  la ;  to  be  printed ;  and  to  be  read  2*  on 
Monday  next.    (No.  3.) 

EVIDENCE  IN  CRIMINAL  CASES  BILL  [H.L.] 

A  Bill  to  amend  the  Law  of  Evidence—Was 
presented  by  the  Lord  Chancellor ;  read  1* ; 
and  to  be  printed.    (No.  4.) 

ARCHDEACONRY  OP  CORNWALL  BILL  [H.L.] 

A  BUI  to  amend  the  Law  as  to  the  endow* 
ment  of  the  Archdeaconry  of  Cornwall—Was 
presented  by  the  Lord  Steward  (E.  Mount- 
Edgcumbe);  read  ltt:  and  to  be  printed. 
(No.  5.) 

House  adjourned  at  a  quarter  past 

Bix  o'clock,  to  Thursday  next  at  a 

quarter  past  Ten  o'clock. 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 
Tuesday,  9th  February,  1892. 


The  House  met  at  half  after  one  of 
the  clock. 

Message  to  attend  the  Lords  Com- 
missioners ; — 

The  House  met ; — and  being  re- 
turned ; — 

NEW  WRIT8  DURING  THE  RECESS. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  acquainted  the 
House  that  he  had  issued  during  the 
Recess  Warrants  for  New  Writs : — 
For  Lewisham,  v.  the  Right  Hon.  Vis- 
count Lewisham,  called  to  the  House 
of  Peers  as  Earl  of  Dartmouth ;  for 
Cambridge  University,  v.  the  Right 
Hon.  Henry  Cecil  Raikes,  deceased; 
for  Manchester  (N.E.  Division),  v.  the 
•  Right  Hon.  Sir  James  Fergusson,  Bart., 
Postmaster  General ;  for  Bute,  v.  the 
Right  Hon.  J.  P.  B.  Robertson,  now 
Lord  Justice  General  of  Scotland ;  for 
the  Borough  of  Strand,  v.  the  Right 
Hon.  W.  H.  Smith,  deceased ;  for  the 
County  of  Kilkenny  (Northern  Divi- 
sion), v.  Sir  John  Pope  Hennessy, 
deceased;  for  the  County  of  Devon 
(South  Molton  Division),  v.  Viscount 
Lymington,  called  to  the  House  of 
Peers  as  Earl  of  Portsmouth  ;  for  Cork 
City,  v.  Mr.  C.  S.  Parnell,  deceased ;  for 
Leeds  (Northern  Division),  v.  the  Right 
Hon.  W.  L.  Jackson,  Chief  Secretary 
for  Ireland  ;  for  Dorset  (Eastern  Divi- 
sion), v.  Mr.  G.  H.  Bond,  deceased  ;  for 
Sussex  (South- Western  or  Chichester 
Division),  v.  Lord  Walter  Gordon 
Lennox,  Treasurer  of  Her  Majesty's 
Household  ;  for  the  County  of  Armagh 
{Mid  Division),  v.  Sir  James  Porter 
Cony,  Bart.,  deceased  ;  for  the  City 
of  Waterford,  v.  Mr.  Richard  Power, 
deceased  ;  for  the  County  of  Lancaster 
(Rossendale  Division),  v.  the  Right  Hon. 
the  Marquess  of  Hartington,  called  to 
the  House  of  Peers  as  the  Duke  of 
Devonshire. 

ELECTIONS. 

Ordered,  That  all  Members  who  are  re- 
turned for  two  or  more  places  in  any  part  of 
the  United  Kingdom  do  make  their  election 
for  which  of  the  places  they  will  serve,  within 


one  week  after  it  shall  appear  that  there  it  a 
question  upon  the  return  for  that  place ; 
if  anything  shall  come  in  question  touching 
the  return  or  election  of  any  Member,  he  is  to 
withdraw  during  the  time  the  matter  is  is 
debate ;  and  that  all  Members  returned  itpoa 
double  returns  do  withdraw  until  their  retoraf 
are  determined. 

Resolved,  That  no  Peer  of  the  Realm,  ei- 
cept  such  Peers  of  Ireland  as  shall  for  tat 
time  being  be  actually  elected,  and  shall  act 
have  declined  to  serve,  for  any  county,  city,  or 
borough  of  Great  Britain,  hath  any  right  to 
give  his  vote  in  the  election  of  any  Member 
to  serve  in  Parliament 

Resolved,  That  it  is  a  high  infringement  of 
the  liberties  and  privileges  of  the  Commons 
of  the  United  Kingdom  for  any  Lord  of 
Parliament  or  other  Peer  or  Prelate,  not 
being  a  Peer  of  Ireland  at  the  time  elected, 
and  not  having  declined  to  serve  for  say 
county,  city,  or  borough  of  Great  Britain,  to 
concern  himself  in  the  election  of  Members  to 
serve  for  the  Commons  in  Parliament,  except 
only  any  Peer  of  Ireland,  at  such  elections  u 
Great  Britain  respectively  where  such  Peer 
shall  appear  as  a  Candidate,  or  by  himself,  or 
any  other,  be  proposed  to  be  elected ;  or  for 
any  Lord  Lieutenant  or  Governor  of  say 
county  to  avail  himself  of  any  authority 
derived  from  his  Commission,  to  inflneae* 
the  election  of  any  Member  to  serve  for  the 
Commons  in  Parliament. 

Resolved,  That  if  it  shall  appear  that  aay 
person  hath  been  elected  or  returned  a  Mem- 
ber of  this  House,  or  endeavoured  so  to  be, 
by  bribery  or  any  other  corrupt  practices,  this 
House  will  proceed  with  the  utmost  severity 
against  all  such  persons  as  shall  have  base 
wilfully  concerned  in  such  bribery  or  other 
corrupt  practices. 

WITNESSES. 

Resolved,  That  if  it  shall  appear  that  say 
person  hath  been  tampering  with  any  Witness 
m  respect  of  his  evidence  to  be  given  to  this 
House,  or  any  Committee  thereof,  or  directly 
or  indirectly  hath  endeavoured  to  defer  or 
hinder  any  person  from  appearing  or  giving  i 
evidence,  the  same  is  declared  to  be  a  higa 
crime  and  misdemeanour;  and  this  fionst 
will  proceed  with  the  utmost  severity  against  i 
such  offender. 

Resolved,  That  if  it  shall  appear  that  antl 
person  hath  given  false  evidence  in  any  east  I 
before  this  House,  or  any  Committee,  thereof 
this  House  will  proceed    with    the    utmost] 
severity  against  such  offender. 

METROPOLITAN    POLICE. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioners  of  tbf  | 
Police  of  the  Metropolis  do  take  care 
during  the  Session  of  Parliament,  the 

through  the  streets  leading  to  this  E 

kept  free  and  open,  and  that  no  obstrtu 
be  permitted  to  hinder  the  passage  of  Meo-I 
bers  to  and  from  this  House,  and  that  no  ds>| 
order  be  allowed  in  Westminster  Hall,  or 
the  passages  leading  to  this  House,  during  I 
sitting  of  Parliament,  and  that  there  be 
annoyance  therein  or  thereabouts ;  and 
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the  Sergeant-at-Arms  attending  this  House  do 
•communicate  this  Order  to  the  Commissioners 
aforesaid. 

VOTES   AND   PROCEEDINGS. 

Ordered,  That  the  Votes  and  Proceedings 
of  this  House  be  printed,  being  first  perused 
by  Mr.  Speaker ;  and  that  he  do  appoint  the 
printing  thereof ;  and  that  no  person  but  such 
as  he  shall  appoint  do  presume  to  print  the 
*ame. 

PRIVILEGES. 

Ordered,  That  a  Committee  of  Privi- 
leges be  appointed. 

OUTLAWRIES  BILL. 

Bill  "for the  more  effectual  preventing 
clandestine  outlawries,"  read  the  first 
iime  ;  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

JOURNAL. 

Ordered,  That  the  Journal  of  this  House 
?rom  the  end  of  the  last  Session  to  the  end  of 
the  present  Session,  with  an  Index  to  the 
1.47th  Volume,  be  printed. 

Ordered,  That  750  copies  of  the  said  Journal 
<be  printed  by  the  appointment  and  under  the 
direction  of  Reginald  Francis  Douce  Palgrave 
Esq.,  C.B.,  the  Clerk  of  this  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Journal  and  Index 
Toe  printed  by  such  Person  as  shall  be  licensed 
by  Mr.  Speaker,  and  that  no  other  person  do 
presume  to  print  the  same. 

"MAIL  CONTRACT,   PORTSMOUTH  AND 

RYDE. 

Copy  ordered — 

Of  the  contracts  with  the  London  and 
South-Western  Railway  Company  and  the 
London,  Brighton,  and  South  Coast  Railway 
Company,  dated  10th  November,  1891,  for  the 
conveyance  of  mails  between  Portsmouth  and 
Ryde,  together  with  the  Treasury  Minute  re- 
lating thereto.— (Sir  John  Gorst.) 

Copy  presented  accordingly;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
XNo.  1.) 

4CIVIL  CONTINGENCIES  FUND,  1890-91. 
Copy  ordered — 

Of  accounts  showing — 

1.  The  Receipts  and  Payments  in  con- 
nection with  the  Fund  in  the  year  ended 
31st  March,  1891. 

2.  The  distribution  of  the  capital  of  the 
Fund  at  the  commencement  and  close  of 
iheyear. 

Together  with  the  correspondence  with 
ttibe  Controller  and  Auditor-General 
thereon.— (Sir  John  Gorst,) 

X3opy  presented  accordingly ;  to  lie 
xipon  the  Table,   and  to    be    printed. 


SUPREME    COURT     OF    JUDICATURE 

(IRELAND). 

Copy  ordered — 

Of  Account  of  the  Receipts  and  Payments 
of  the  Accountant-General  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  Judicature  in  Ireland,  in  respect  of 
the  Funds  of  Suitors  in  the  said  Court,  in 
the  year  to  the  30th  day  of  September,  1891 ; 
together  with  a  statement  of  liabilities  and 
assets,  and  particulars  of  securities  in  Court 
on  30th  day  of  September,  1891.  —  (Sir 
John  Gorst.) 

Copy  presented  accordingly;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
(No.  3.) 

NEW  MEMBERS  SWORN. 

Eight  Hon.  W.  L.  Jackson,  for 
Leeds,  N. ;  Eight  Hon.  Sir  James  Fer- 
gusson,  bart.,  for  Manchester,  N.E. ; 
Mr.  Graham  Murray,  for  Bute ;  Eight 
Hon.  Lord  W.  G.  Lennox,  for  Sussex, 
Chichester  Division;  Mr.  John  Penn, 
for  Lewisham ;  the  Hon.  Humphrey 
N.  Sturt,  for  Dorset,  Bast ;  Mr.  John 
E.  Eedmond,  for  Waterford ;  Mr.  E. 
T.  Holden,  for  Walsall;  Mr.  E.  C. 
Jebb,  for  Cambridge  University ;  Mr. 
Martin  Flavin,  for  Cork;  Mr.  P. 
Macdermott,  for  Kilkenny,  N. ;  the 
Hon.  W.  F.  D.  Smith,  for  Strand, 
Westminster ;  Mr.  Dunbar  P.  Barton, 
for  Armagh,  Mid. ;  Mr.  G.  Lambert, 
for  Devon,  S.  Molton  Division ;  Mr.  J. 
H.  Maden,  for  Lancaster,  Eossendale 
Division. 

MINISTERIAL  NOTICES  OF 
M02I0N 


The  FIEST  LOED  op  the  TEEA- 
SUEY  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Man- 
Chester,  E.) :  I  beg  to  give  notice  that 
on  Thursday  I  shall  ask  leave  to  bring 
in  a  Bill  to  amend  the  law  relating  to 
Local  Government  in  Ireland  and  for 
other  purposes  connected  therewith ; 
and  also  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  amend  the 
procedure  with  respect  to  Private  Bills 
in  Ireland  and  Scotland. 

The  PEESIDENT  op  the  BOAED 
op  AGEICULTUEE  (Mr.  H.  Chaplin, 
Lincolnshire,  Sleaford) :  I  beg  to  give 
notice  that  on  Thursday  I  shall  ask 
leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  facilitate 
the  acquisition  of  small  agricultural 
holdings. 
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The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  W.  L.  Jackson, 
Leeds,  N.) :  I  beg  to  give  notice  that 
on  Thursday  next  I  shall  ask  leave  to 
bring  in  a  Bill  to  improve  National 
Education  in  Ireland. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR  :  I  beg  to  give 
notice  that  on  Thursday  I  shall  move 
that  Mr.  De  Cobain  be  required  to 
attend  in  his  place  on  this  day  fort- 
night. 

BU8INE88    OF    THE    HOUSE. 

Mr.  LABOUCHERE:  I  see  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  in  his  place, 
and  would  ask  him  to  be  kind  enough 
to  state  at  what  time  he  proposes  to 
adjourn  the  debate  to-morrow  in  order 
that  the  new  Bills  may  be  brought  in. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  think  it  would 
be  particularly  convenient,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  usual  practice,  to  adjourn 
the  debate  soon  after  3  o'clock  to- 
morrow, and  that  will  give  ample  time 
t6  hon.  Gentlemen  to  bring  in  their 
Bills. 

•  Mr.  SEXTON  :  I  wish  to  ask  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  whether, 
before  making  the  Motion  of  which  he 
has  given  notice  with  reference  to  Mr. 
De  Cobain,  he  proposes  to  lay  any 
Papers  on  the  Table  ? 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  shall  consult 
with  my  right  hon.  and  learned  Friend 
the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland,  who 
knows  rather  more  about  the  case  than  I 
do;  but  I  should  think  there  are  no  Papers 
which  it  would  be  necessary  to  lay  on 
the  Table.  Of  course,  if  there  are,  they 
will  be  laid  on  the  Table. 


THE    QUEEN'S    SPEECH. 

•Mr.  SPEAKER  reported  Her 
Majesty's  Speech,  made  that  day  by 
Her  Chancellor,  and  read  it  to  the 
House. 

ADDRESS  IN  ANSWER  TO  HER 
MAJE8TY'S  MOST  GRACIOUS  8PEECH. 

(5.60.)  Mr.  HERMON  HODGE 
(Lancashire,  N.E.)  (who  wore  the 
uniform  of  the  Oxford  Volunteer 
Hussars)  said  :  Mr.  Speaker,  in 
accordance  with  a  custom  long  esta- 
blished, I  rise  to  ask  this  House  to 
adopt  an  Address  of  Thanks  to  Her 
Gracious  Majesty  for  the  Speech  which 
has  just  been  delivered  from  the  Chair. 


It  has  ever  been  a  custom  for  those 
who  preceded  me  in  this  honourable 
and  difficult  duty  to  ask  for,  and  to 
invariably  receive,  the  kind  and 
considerate  indulgence  of  hon. 
Members  of  this  House,  and  I  can 
assure  the  House  that  never  was  that 
appeal  made  with  less  affectation  or 
greater  sincerity  than  I  make  it  to  the 
House  to-night.  I  think  it  will  be  felt 
that  my  task  is  an  exceptionally  difficult 
and  even  painful  one  on  this  occasion, 
for  my  first  duty  is  to  refer  to  the 
distressing  announcement  which  stand* 
in  the  forefront  of  Her  Majesty's  Speech 
with  reference  to  the  death  of  His  Royal 
Highness  the  Duke  of  Clarence  and 
Avondale.  It  is  very  difficult  and  hard 
for  me,  just  at  a  time  when  the  nation 
is  beginning  to  recover  somewhat,  we 
hope,  at  all  events,  from  the  shock  which 
it  sustained  by  that  painful  event — it 
is  difficult  and  hard  for  me  infandum 
renovare  dolorem.  The  feeling  of 
intense  grief  which  fills  the  heart. 
of  every  Member  of  this  House- 
upon  this  subject  must  find  aa 
utterance  here,  and  I  will  venture  to 
make  myself  the  humble  means  of 
offering  to  our  beloved  Queen  our  deep* 
sympathy  in  her  great  sorrow,  for  aa 
she  is  the  highest  in  the  land,  go  i* 
she  ever  the  foremost  to  offer  to  the 
humblest  of  her  subjects  her  kindly 
sympathy  whenever  trouble  or  afflic- 
tions overtake  them.  Upon  the 
grief  of  their  Royal  Highnesses  the 
Prince  and  Princess  of  Wales  I 
will  not  venture  to  intrude,  and 
I  know  not  how  to  find  words  in 
which  to  give  utterance  to  the  feeling 
which  must  arise  in  the  hearts  of  all  of 
us  with  regard  to  the  young  Princess, 
who  yesterday  was  about  to  wed  with 
one  she  loved  so  well,  and  whose 
approaching  nuptials  made  the  heart 
of  England  so  glad  that  you  could 
almost  hear  her  marriage  bells.  I  must 
now,  Sir,  leave  this  painful  subject 
with  a  reflection  suggested  by  the 
Speech  itself:  that  in  all  this  gloom 
there  is  this  bright  thing,  in  all  thi* 
bitterness  there  is  this  sweet,  in  all 
this  sorrow  there  is  this  comfort* 
and  it  is  the  wonderful  demonstration 
of  love  and  loyalty  which  has  reached' 
Her  Gracious  Majesty  from  every 
portion  of  her  vast  dominions.  This 
is    the    golden    light    shining    Vehini 
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the  cloud.  An  Empire  such  as  ours 
is  bound  together  by  many  a  tie, 
but  no  bond  is  of  more  importance  in 
the  maintenance  of  that  Empire  than 
the  sentiment  of  loyalty.  Patriotism 
may  turn  the  thoughts  of  the  subjects 
of  the  Queen  to  their  homes  in  any  part 
of  her  vast  dependencies ;  but  loyalty 
turns  the  thoughts,  the  eyes,  the 
hearts  of  every  citizen  of  this  Empire 
to  England  and  to  England's  Queen, 
and  fosters  the  wish  that  the  Queen 
may  be  long  preserved  in  her  station  as 
Ruler  of  this  Empire.  We  are  met  to- 
day under  a  new  leader  for  the  first 
time,  and  I  am  sure  that  the  thoughts 
of  hon.  Members  still  revert  with 
kindness  to  the  amiable  gentleman  who 
so  lately  occupied  that  high  position. 
When  Mr.  Smith  was  taken  from  us 
the  people  of  England  lost  a  good  friend, 
and  the  Queen  a  faithful  servant.  Of 
the  qualities  and  abilities  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  who  has  succeeded 
him  good  taste  forbids  me  to  speak. 
They  are  well  known  to  this  House, 
and  they  deserve,  and  I  am  sure  they 
will  command,  the  support  and  confi- 
dence and  respect  of  the  House  of 
Commons.  The  most  important  com- 
munication, perhaps,  contained  in  the 
Royal  Speech  is  that  peace  still  pre- 
vails, and  it  becomes  almost  a  wonder 
passing  our  understanding  that  it  has 
been  maintained  at  all.  Great,  indeed, 
is  the  debt  which  this  country  owes 
to  Lord  Salisbury,  and  it  has  been 
gratefully  and  graciously  expressed  by 
many  of  his  strongest  and  most  dis- 
tinguished political  opponents.  Great 
is  the  debt  this  nation  owes  to  Lord 
Salisbury,  who  has  for  so  long  a  time, 
and  with  such  success,  borne  upon  his 
shoulders  the  immense  responsibility 
of  the  management  of  our  foreign  affairs. 
If  that  policy,  friendly  but  firm,  be 
continued,  if  it  be  supported,  as  it  is 
now,  and  as  it  ought  to  be,  by  an 
adequate  development  of  our  system  of 
national  defence,  including  the  Reserve 
forces — such  as  that  force  of  Volunteer 
Cavalry  whose  uniform  I  have  the 
honour  to  wear — supported  by  an 
Army  increasing  and  improving  as  our 
Army  is  in  equipment,  efficiency  and 
organisation,  and  above  all  by  a  Navy 
adequate  to  protect  our  coasts,  our 
commerce,  and  the  food  supply  of  our 
people ;  then,  indeed,  we  may  look  for- 


ward with  confidence  to  a  long  con- 
tinuance of  our  present  peace,  and  of 
the  prosperity  which  follows  in  its  train. 
These  subjects  are  mentioned  for  our 
special  attention.  The  country  learned 
with  the  deepest  regret  the  intelligence 
of  the  death  of  the  Viceroy  of  Egypt, 
in  whom  Her  Majesty  has  lost  a  loyal 
ally,  and  the  people  of  Egypt  a  true 
friend.  Our  co-operation  with,  our 
support  of,  the  Government  of  the  late 
Viceroy,  has  been  creditable  to  this 
country,  most  creditable  to  those  who 
have  represented  this  country  in  Egypt, 
and  most  advantageous  to  the  people  of 
Egypt  themselves.  Its  results  are  the 
improvement  in  the  administration  of 
justice,  lessened  taxation,  increased 
trade,  greater  liberty  to  the  people 
themselves,  and  a  financial  position 
which  surprises  even  those  who  have 
most  at  heart  the  interest  of  that 
country.  It  has  not  escaped  popular 
attention  in  this  country  that  the  young 
Prince  Abbas,  the  Khedive  who  has 
succeeded  in  his  father's  place  (having 
been  named  by  a  Firman  of  his  Imperial 
Majesty  the  Sultan),  on  his  accession 
received  every  demonstration  of  loyalty 
and  satisfaction  on  the  part  of  both 
pashas  and  people.  This  is  a  case  in 
which,  if  there  had  been  dissatisfaction 
or  discontent,  it  would  have  been  impos- 
sible to  imagine  that  it  would  not  have 
made  itself  apparent.  Surely  it  would 
be  unwise  of  us,  unworthy  of  us,  most 
unfair  to  the  new  Khedive,  to  withdraw 
that  support  which  we  gave  to  his  pre- 
decessor, were  we  to  leave  Egypt  until 
the  work  we  have  begun  is  placed  on  a 
solid  and  enduring  basis.  Then,  and 
not  till  then,  can  we  leave  Egypt  with 
the  goodwill  of  every  friend  of  Egypt, 
from  His  Imperial  Majesty  the  Sultan, 
to  the  humblest  tiller  of  the  soil.  The 
question  of  seal  fishing  in  Behring  Sea 
is  in  a  fair  way  to  be  settled  by  arbitra- 
tion. Any  development  of  the  prin- 
ciple of  settlement  of  disputes  by  arbi- 
tration, whether  it  be  the  humblest 
trade  dispute  in  this  country,  or  a  dis- 
pute endangering  the  friendly  relations 
between  two  great  nations  like  Canada 
and  the  United  States,  would  be  most 
welcome  to  this  House.  Zanzibar,  by 
arrangement  with  the  Sultan,  has  been 
declared  a  free  port.  This  will  be  wel- 
come news,  indeed,  both  to  the  mer- 
chants   and     manufacturers    of     this 
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country,  and  especially  welcome  to  those 
whom  I  have  the  honour  to  represent 
in  this  House,  the  working  people  of 
Lancashire.     New  markets  are  hard  to 
find.     The  Trade  Returns  to  hand,   I 
believe,  for  Zanzibar,  show  the  mar- 
vellous rapidity  with  which  our  manu- 
facturers    avail     themselves    of     any 
opportunity  of  that  sort.       It  is  not 
expecting  too  much  when  I  say  I  have 
little  doubt  that  the  dominions  of  the 
Sultan  will  be  largely  benefitted  by  the 
action  he  has  thought  well  to  take  in 
this  matter.     I  do  not  know  if  I  should 
be  going  too  far  outside  of  the  special 
business  before  us  if  I  were  to  make  an 
appeal  to  the    House    for    the    most 
favourable      consideration     to     those 
pioneers  of  ours  in  Africa  who  are  now 
raising  our  flag  there.     I  do  not  make 
the  appeal  for  generous  consideration 
for  them  simply  because  they  are  enter- 
prising and  energetic,  but  because  of 
the  working  classes,  who  will  in  the 
future  benefit  by  the  action  they  are 
now  taking.     I  should  like  to  allude 
very   briefly  to  two  of  the  legislative 
proposals    mentioned  in    the  Speech. 
The  chief  place  amongst  them  has,  of 
course,    been    given  to   the    proposal 
for  applying   to    Ireland  the    general 
principles   affecting  local  government, 
which  have  been  already  applied  to  Great 
Britain.     And  why  not?    Great  suc- 
cess has  attended  the  establishment  of 
it  in  England  and  Scotland ;  the  mar- 
vellously improved  condition  of  Ireland, 
the  prosperity  of  that  country,  is  ad- 
mitted on  all  hands.     The  very  fact 
that  it  has  not  been  necessary  for  Her 
Majesty  to  make  any  allusion  in  Her 
Speech    to    the     condition     of     that 
country  makes  it  evident  that  those  who 
are  responsible  to  her  feel  no  anxiety 
on  the  subject.     It  is  incontestible,  and 
under  these  circumstances  it  seems  to 
me  that  the  Government  are  not  only 
justified,  but  are  bound  to  submit  to 
this  House,  and  to  pass  through  the 
House,  a  Bill  having  for  its  object  the 
placing  of  the  Irish  people  on  a  footing, 
speaking    broadly    and    generally,    of 
equality  with  Englishmen  and  Scotch- 
men in  this  matter.     Whether  there  be 
real  grievances  in  Ireland  against  this 
country  or  not  is  a  matter  on  which  I 
hold  strong  opinions;  but  I  will  not 
express  them  now,  as  I  do  not  want  to 
throw  down  the  apple  of  discord.    But 
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under  these  circumstances  it  would,  m 
my  opinion,  establish,  and  justly  estab- 
lish, a  genuine  grievance  in  the  mindi 
of  the  Irish  people  against  this  country 
if  we  failed  to  do  them  this  act  d 
justice.       I    have    confidence    in    the 
Measures,  and  I  have  confidence  in  the 
Ministers,  that  they  will  be  able  to  give 
to  the  House  a  Bill  which  will  satisfy 
every  legitimate  requirement  of  every 
reasonable    Irishman    for    local     sell- 
govern  men  t,  and  will  absolutely  safe- 
guard the  interests  of  every  class  in 
Ireland.     I  will  pass  to  a  Bill  which  I 
will  call  something  in  the  nature  of  an 
interesting  experiment :  it  is  for  estab- 
lishing what  are  commonly  called  small 
holdings.     I  will  point  out,  not   only 
for  the  information  of  the  House,  but 
to  remove  an  apprehension  which  exists 
largely  outside,  that  it  is  not  intended 
to,  in  any  way  whatever,  do  away  with 
the  system  of  large  farms,  but  to  supple- 
ment that  system  by  the  creation  of 
smaller  holdings.     It  is  another  proof 
of  the  Government's  anxiety  to  increase 
the  number  of  cultivating  owners.  They 
have  already  given  proof  of  this  by  their 
Allotments    Act,   and  their  action   in 
Ireland.      The    Bill,  I   presume,  will 
embody  the  Report  of  the  Committee 
which  sat  on    this   subject  not  long 
ago.       It     will      give     a     popularly 
elected  local  authority  power  to  pur- 
chase land  for  the  purpose  of  re-selling  it 
in  small  holdings.    I  hope  it  will  not  stop 
there,  but  that  it  will  give  power  to  the 
local  authority  to  lease  land  for  the 
purposes  of  sub-letting  in  still  smaller 
portions.     I  attach  much  importance  to 
this,  because  while  there  are  many  men 
who  would  hesitate  to  put  themselves 
at  once  into  the  responsible  position  of 
small  owners,  there  are  large  numbers 
who  would  gladly  avail  themselves  of 
the  opportunity  of  becoming  tenants  of 
the  local  authority  ;  and  who,  by  that 
means,  and  by  the  exercise  of  a  little 
thrift,  might  convert  their  occupancy 
eventually  into   ownership.    I  do  not 
think  there  will  be  any  necessity  for 
compulsion  in  this  matter.     There  is 
plenty  of  land  to  be  got.   Anybody  who 
goes  through  an   agricultural  district 
will  see  on  almost   every    barn    end 
notices  of  sale,  showing  a  sale  of  stock 
and  effects  has  just  taken  place,  or  is 
about    to    take    place.      The    whole 
question  of  agricultural  depression  is 
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raised  by  this  Bill.  Its  causes  have 
been  long  predicted,  and  they  are  the 
result  of  the  free  importation  of  large 
quantities  of  food,  which  has  conferred 
great  benefit,  especially  on  places  like 
London  and  Lancashire,  where  great 
masses  of  population  are  gathered 
together,  but  at  a  heavy  cost  to  the 
home  producer.  The  attitude  of  land- 
lords and  tenants  throughout  all  this 
long-continued  depression  has  been 
well  worthy  of  our  admiration,  and  the 
right  hon.  Member  for  Midlothian — 
whom  I  regret  not  to  see  in  his  place, 
which  I  hope  is  not  due  to  ill-health — 
speaking  on  a  Motion  similar  to 
this  in  1890,  used  the  language  of 
compliment  towards  landlords  and 
tenants,  and  their  attitude  throughout 
this  depression.  But  he  said,  I 
think — "  I  wish  them  well  through 
with  it ;  indeed,  I  believe  they  are  well 
through  with  it,"  or  words  to  that 
effect.  I  thank  him  for  the  wish,  but 
regret  that  his  idea  should  not  have 
been  verified  by  the  facts.  We  have 
no  hope,  we  have  no  help,  we  see  no 
likelihood  of  getting  through.  How 
can  it  be  through  ?  If  you  go  on  to  the 
land  and  look  into  the  wallets  of  the 
agricultural  labourers  what  will  you 
find  ?  American  bacon,  American 
cheese,  and  bread  made  from  foreign 
flour,  or  from  flour  made  from  wheat 
grown  in  this  country  at  a  loss  to  the 
producer.  In  such  a  matter  as  this  I 
would  not  like  to  use  the  language  of 
exaggeration,  and  I  will  not  rely  on  any 
language  of  my  own  ;  facts  and  figures 
are  more  eloquent.  Last  year  the 
average  price  of  wheat  was  a  little  over 
30s.  Last  week  in  Reading  Market 
that  was  the  average  price  at  which  it 
was  quoted,  and  I  believe  last  week  at 
Swindon  and  Bristol  the  papers  quote 
as  low  as  26s.  and  24s.  These  are 
figures  eloquent  to  anyone  Interested  in 
the  matter.  The  results  of  this  depres- 
sion are  manifest  and  manifold,  and 
affect  the  whole  community.  This  Bill 
does  not  profess  to  touch  the  causes  of 
agricultural  depression,  but  to  prevent 
one  of  the  most  remarkable  results  of 
the  depression.  It  does  hope  to  check, 
in  some  degree  at  all  events,  the  migra- 
tion of  labourers  from  the  country  dis- 
tricts to  the  large  towns  which  has 
lately    attracted   attention,    and    will 


attract  more  before  we  have  done 
with  it.  This  is  not  a  migration  of 
agricultural  labourers  from  purely 
country  districts  to  small  towns,  but 
the  migration  from  agricultural  dis- 
tricts and  small  towns  of  numbers  of 
young  lads  and  able-bodied  young  men 
intothe  large  industrial  towns,to  shoulder 
each  other  in  the  already  overcrowded 
labour  market.  You  have  seen  in 
London  something  of  this  agricultural 
depression.  A  great  stream  of  these  men 
came  into  the  city  and  met  another 
stream  of  those  indigent  foreigners  who 
come  to  this  port  until  the  floods 
surged  up  into  the  streets  of  London 
under  the  name  of  the  "  Unemployed  " 
— you  see  it,  and  know  how  grave  the 
question  is,  and  I  apologise  for  detain- 
ing the  House  so  long  on  this  matter ; 
but  I  am  sure  it  will  join  in  giving  a 
welcome  to  this  measure,  which  is  des- 
tined to  check  somewhat  this  migration, 
not  by  placing  artificial  barriers  in  the 
wayof  those  who  want  to  go  to  our  towns, 
but  by  offering  greater  inducements  to 
them  to  stay  on  the  land,  where,  by 
their  knowledge  and  education,  they 
can  use  their  abilities  with  the  best 
advantage  to  themselves  and  to  their 
country.  I  believe  the  House  would 
welcome  any  experiment,  if  it  were  only 
to  raise  the  fringe  of  the  pall  which  is 
lying  over  industry  in  far  too  many 
part 8  of  our  country.  I  can  only  thank 
the  House  for  the  kind  and  considerate 
manner  in  which  it  has  listened  to  me. 
There  is  a  lengthy  list  of  measures  to 
come  before  the  House,  and  if  I  do  not 
deal  with  them  it  will  be  out  of  con- 
sideration for  the  time  of  the  House, 
and  out  of  consideration  for  my  hon. 
and  learned  Friend  who  will  follow 
me,  to  whose  legal  mind  it  will 
be  seen  at  once  many  of  the  sub- 
jects especially  lend  themselves.  I 
may  only  hope  that  there  are  those 
to  follow  whose  rising  in  this  House  is 
anticipated  with  eagerness,  and  whose 
words  are  listened  to  with  the  respect 
they  deserve.  I  hope  I  have  avoided 
referring  to  anything  which  may  raise 
unnecessary  controversy,  and  also  that 
nothing  I  have  said  will  tend,  in  the 
slightest  degree,  to  prevent  the  House 
passing,  at  an  early  moment,  the 
Address  which  I  now  have  the  honour 
of  moving. 
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Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  an  humble  Address  be  presented 
to  Her  Majesty,  as  followeth : — 

Most  Gracious  Sovereign, 

We,  Your  Majesty'*  moat  dutiful  and  loyal 
subject*,  the  Commons  of  the  United  King- 
dom of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  in  Parlia- 
ment alternated,  bog  leave  to  offer  our  humble 
thanks  to  Tour  Majesty  for  the  gracious 
■peech  which  Your  Majesty  has  addressed  to 
both  Homes  of  Parliament : 

We  take  this  first  opportunity  of  offering 
to  Your  Majesty  our  sincere  condolence  in  the 
afflicting  dispensation  of  Providence  with 
which  Your.  Majesty  and  this  Nation  have 
jMsnfisited,  in  the  death  of  His  Royal  High- 
ness Prince  Albert  Victor,  Duke  of  Clarence 
and  Arondale ; 


Answer  to  Her 


We  assure  Your  Majesty  of  our  heartfelt 
participation  in  the  universal  feeling  of  sym- 
pathy with  Your  Majesty  and  Your  Majesty's 
family  under  this  grievous  affliction,  and  in 
the  deep  sense  entertained  by  all  classes  of 
Your  Majesty's  subjects  of  the  calamity  which 
the  country  has  sustained  by  the  loss  of  a 
Prince  who  had  won  for  himself  the  general 
affection  and  regard  of  Your  Majesty's  sub- 

•(6.23.)  Mb.  MILVAIN  (Durham), 
who  wore  Court  dress :  I  cordially 
endorse  the  eloquent  terms  in  which 
my  hon.  and  gallant  Friend  has  spoken 
in  reference  to  the  painful  announce- 
ment of  the  death  of  His  Royal  High- 
ness the  Duke  of  Clarence  and  Avon  dale. 
We,  indeed,  deeply  participate  in 
the  terrible  sorrow  which  Her  Majesty 
the  Queen  andher  family  have  sustained 
in  the  loss  of  the  young  Prince,  whose 
life  at  a  moment  so  singularly  unfortu- 
nate has  been  taken  away.  That  a 
Prince,  the  future  heir  to  the  Throne  of 
this  country,  full  of  life,  hope,  and 
vigour,  conscious  of,  and  anxious  to  per- 
form the  responsible  duties  which 
would  fall  upon  him,  on  the  eve  of  the 
consummation  of  what  he  regarded  as 
his  earthly  happiness,  should  be 
snatohed  away  by  the  hand  of  death  ia 
a  tragedy  more  painful  and  more  cruel 
than  has  ever  been  recorded  in  the 
pages  of  fiction.  It  is  not  only  in  that 
respect  we  would  as  loyal  and  faithful 
subjects  extend  our  sympathy  to  Her 
Majesty  and  to  her  family,  but  as  those 
possessing  human  instincts  sorrowing 
with  loving  and  devoted  parents  who, 
after  patient  and   anxious    watching. 


mourn  over  the  death  of  i 
firstborn.  The  hand  of  death,  Mr. 
Speaker,  has  played  much  havoc  m 
the  rank  and  file  of  public  men 
this  country  daring  the  last  few 
months ;  and  I  cannot  pass  away  £ 
this  mournful  subject  withoat  some 
reference  to  the  loss  this  House 
and  the  country  has  sustained 
by  the  death  of  our  lata  leader, 
Mr.  Smith.  His  kind  and  courteous 
ner,  his  ever  faithful  obedience  to 
the  calls  of  his  country,  will  make  his 
place  a  difficult  one  to  fill.  But  when 
we  turn  away  from  those  whose  deaths 
the  country  deplores  —  has  not  the 
country  reason  to  congratulate  itself 
that  there  are  men  of  courage  and 
ability  capable  of  taking  their  places, 
whether  it  be  as  Royal  Prinoe  to  per- 
form the  duties  of  the  future  heir  to 
the  Throne  of  England,  or  statesman  to 
dertake  those  still  more  arduous 
and  responsible  ones  of  leading  one 
the  great  Parties  of  the  State. 
May  I  now  pass  to  other  subjects  men- 
tioned in  the  Speech  from  the  Throne. 
That  the  relations  of  this  country  con- 
tinue to  be  friendly  with  other  Powersis 
always  a  satisfactory  announcement  to 
Her  Majesty's  subjects,  and  particu- 
larly to  the  trading  population  of  this 
Empire.  That  the  dispute  between 
Canada  and  the  United  States  of 
America  in  reference  to  the  seal  fishing 
in  Behring  Sea  is  to  be  referred,  I 
believe,  to  the  arbitration  of  five 
lawyers  of  neutral  Powers,  is  in- 
formation which  cannot  fail  to  be  ac- 
ceptable to  the  country.  It  is  a  policy, 
Sir,  which  ought  always  to  be  followed 
by  Great  Britain,  Canada,  and  the 
United  States,  connected  as  they 
are  by  the  ties  of  relationship,  to 
settle  such  disputes  as  are  calculated 
to  create  friction,  in  a  manner  at  once 
impartial  and  friendly.  The  country  is 
to  be  congratulated  on  the  acquisition 
of  a  free  port  at  Zanzibar.  Before 
quitting  this  part  of  Her  Majesty's 
Speech,  may  I  express  my  satisfaction 
at  the  policy  which  has  enabled 
Her  Majesty  to  give  suoh  assur- 
ances, so  acceptable  to  her  subjects, 
for,  in  my  opinion,  it  is  one  of  the 
functions  of  Government,  if  not  the 
chief,  to  maintain  an  honourable  peace; 
to  seek  for  and  provide  additional 
free  markets  for  our  industry,  and  to 
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encourage  her  subjects  to  embark  in 
commercial  enterprise  under  the  assur- 
ance that  the  flag  under  which  they 
trade  shall  be  honoured,  and  that  they 
may  enjoy  in  security  the  fruit  of  their 
labours.  As  is  usual,  the  Estimates  for 
the  Public  Services  are  to  be  prepared  on 
sound  and  economical  financial  lines, 
so  far,  I  should  hope,  as  is  consistent 
with  efficiency.  But  Her  Majesty's 
faithful  Commons  are  not  generally 
economisers  of  the  public  time  in 
their  laudable  ambition  to  be  defenders 
of  the  public  purse.  1  turn  to  that 
part  of  the  Speech  which  deals  with 
the  legislative  proposals  for  the  Ses- 
sion ;  and  I  am  pleased  to  see  it  is 
the  intention  of  the  Government  to 
apply  to  Ireland  the  principle  of  local 
government  on  the  same  lines  as  have 
been  followed  in  England  and  Scotland, 
where  they  have  operated  so  satisfac- 
torily. Many  of  us,  and  I  among  them, 
have  advocated  on  the  platform  and 
elsewhere  the  equality  of  the  treatment 
of  Ireland  whenever  she  may  be  pre- 
pared to  receive  it,  and  I  am  glad,  Sir, 
that  it  is  apparent  from  Her  Majesty's 
Speech  that  thatjtime  has  now  arrived ; 
and  I  feel  sure  that  the  details  of  this 
measure  will  be  awaited  with  the 
greatest  interest,  not  only  by  those 
whose  avowed  policy  it  is  to  capture 
every  representative  institution  as  a 
stepping  stone  to  ulterior  political 
objects,  but  by  those  also  who  for  these 
reasons  think  there  ought  to  be  certain 
safeguards  against  extravagance,  malad- 
ministration and  oppression.  We  are 
asked  to  consider  a  Bill  in  reference 
to  Irish  education.  If  my  memory 
serves  me  aright,  some  £200,000  was 
voted  last  year,  and  allocated  to  this 
purpose.  Here,  again,  is  another  in- 
stance of  that  equality  of  treatment  to 
which  I  have  referred.  Largely  assisted 
education  has  been  extended  to  Scot- 
land and  England,  and  has  worked 
exceptionally  well.  I  know  it  will 
be  a  satisfaction  to  those  who  feared 
for  the  existence  of  the  voluntary 
system  of  education  to  know  that 
tne  system  is  in  no  danger,  but 
can  be  shown  to  stand  on  a  firmer 
foundation  than  ever  it  did  before.  Com- 
pulsory education,  I  think,  at  the 
{•resent  time,  does  not  extend  to 
reland ;  but  for  the  same  reason, 
equality  of   treatment  with    England 


and  Scotland,  I  hope  there  may  be- 
some  modified  system  of  compulsory 
education  introduced  into  Ireland,   to* 
apply  to  those  districts  which  are  ready 
for  it.     To   Scotland  and  to  Ireland 
it  is  proposed  to  introduce  a  modifica- 
tion of  the  existing    system    of    pro* 
cedure    on    Private    Bills.      A    Joint 
Committee  of  both  Houses  of  Parlia- 
ment   was  appointed  some  years  ago, 
and  reported  in  favour  of  a  devolution 
of  the  duties  of  Committees  of  both 
Houses  to  a  local  Commission.  Scotch- 
men and  Irishmen  complain  of  the  ex- 
pense and  delay  of  bringing  the  parties- 
up    to    Westminster,    and  they  com- 
plain of  the  waste  of  time  on  the  part- 
of  their  public  and  business  men  from 
the  same  cause,  and  they  maintain  that 
a  Commission  on  the  spot  would  be 
better  informed    regarding   the    desi- 
rability of  proposed  public  works.    The 
grievance  is  a  genuine  one,  and  I  hope  it. 
may  prove  an  additional  reason  for  facili- 
tating this  legislation,  in  that  thereby 
Members     of     this     House    will     be 
relieved  from    some    of    the    burdens^ 
that    fall     upon    them    as     servants^ 
of    the   public.     To  India   it   is   pro- 
posed to  extend  some  of  the  principles^ 
of    representative    institutions,    which 
may  be  productive  of  freer  discussion 
and  expression  of  opinion,  and  thus 
bring  their  Councils  into  closer  touch 
with    the    Home  Government.      Pro»- 
posals  are  to  be  made  for  improving 
the  discipline    of    the    clergy  of    the 
Church    of    England.     It    being    the 
especial  duty  of  the  clergy    to    look 
after    the    moral    and   religious    wel- 
fare of  their  people,  a  measure  calcu- 
lated to  promptly  remove  a  clergyman 
found  guilty  of  an  offence  against  the 
criminal  law  of  the  State  or  against 
public  morality  while  discharging  his- 
sacred    functions    must    undoubtedly 
commend  itself  not  only  to  members  of 
the    Church  of  England,    but  also   to 
all  persons  professing  Christianity,  and 
to    those     who     profess     to    interest 
themselves    in   improving    the    moral 
tone    of    the    people.      I    hope    that 
circumstances  may  permit  us  to  amend 
the  law  relating  to  evidence  by  enabling 
accused  persons  to  be  examined    o» 
their  trial.     To   my    mind    such    an> 
amendment  of  the  law  is  imperative- 
Recent  circumstances  have  impressed 
this  strongly  on  my  mind.     A  man  waft 
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recently  tried  for  one  of  those  offences 
on  which  it  is  admissible  for  the 
-accused  to  give  evidence.  He  gave 
that  evidence,  and  the  jury  acquitted  him 
of  the  charge  brought  against  him. 
But  immediately  afterwards  he  was 
charged  with  perjury  committed  in 
.giving  that  evidence.  He  was  tried 
for  perjury,  and  upon  that  trial  it  was 
not  admissible  for  him  to  give  his  own 
statement  on  oath  in  relation  to  the 
.charge.  It  is  imperative,  I  say,  that 
the  law  as  to  evidence  should  be  made 
general,  otherwise  the  law  which  is 
meant  to  protect  the  freedom  of  the 
individual  may  be,  as  it  was  in  this 
instance,  made  an  instrument  of  per- 
secution. I  hope,  too,  that  time  may 
permit  us  to  put  the  law  relating  to 
the  liability  of  employers  for  personal 
injuries  suffered  by  the  employed 
on  a  permanent  and  more  satisfactory 
basis.  To  extend  the  liberties  of  our 
people  both  at  home  and  abroad,  to 
remedy  legitimate  grievances,  to  in- 
crease the  material  well-being  of  our 
people,  and  to  raise  their  moral  and 
religious  tone,  is  a  programme  of  legis- 
lation on  the  principles  of  which  we 
ought  to  be,  and  I  believe  we  are,  all 
agreed.  Will  it  be  too  much  to  hope 
then  that,  for  the  time  being,  Party 
acrimony  may  be  laid  aside  in  this — 
possibly  the  last — Session  of  the  pre- 
sent Parliament,  and  that  we  may 
unite  in  passing  into  law  measures  so 
well  calculated  to  benefit  the  whole  of 
the  community.  I  have  great  pleasure 
in  seconding  the  Address  in  reply  to 
the  Gracious  Speech  which  has  been 
moved  by  my  hon.  and  gallant  Friend. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"«  That,"  kc.     [See  page  51.] 

(6.40.)  Sir  WILLIAM  HAECOURT 
•(Derby) :  The  first  duty  that  devolves 
upon  me  to-night,  in  the  regretted 
absence  of  my  right  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Midlothian  (Mr.  Glad- 
stone), is  to  express  the  deep  sympathy 
of  gentlemen  sitting  on  this  side  of  the 
House  in  the  mournful  subject  which 
occupies  the  first  portion  of  the  Speech 
from  the  Throne,  as  I  am  sure  it  occu- 
pies the  first  place  in  the  heart  of  the 
nation.  That  painful  subject  has  been 
referred  to  with  much  eloquence  and 
propriety  by  the  Mover  and  Seconder 
of  the  Address,  and  I  am  sure  I  am 

Mr.  Milvain 


speaking  the  sentiments  of  gentlemen 
who  sit  on  both  sides  of  the  House 
when  I  say  that  the  duty  delegated  to 
them  has  never  been  performed  with 
more  grace  and  greater  propriety  than 
on  the  present  occasion.  Of  the 
Mover  of  the  Address  I  will  say  that 
the  ability  and  eloquence  he  has  dis- 
played makes  us  regret  that,  we  have 
not  more  often  heard  him  in  our 
debates  before.  The  hon.  Gentleman 
who  seconded  will  allow  me  to  congra- 
tulate him  upon  the  ability  which  he 
has  exhibited  in  his  speech  to-night, 
an  ability  with  which  we  are  more 
acquainted.  As  regards  the  first  para- 
graph in  the  Speech,  I  cannot  but  fed 
that  in  its  wording  we  hear  something 
more  than  the  ordinary  and  formal 
expression  of  grief.  I  think  we  seem 
to  recognise  in  it  the  personal  accents 
of  the  sorrow  of  the  Queen.  Her 
Majesty  may  be  assured  that  in  the 
language  of  the  Speech  the  House  of 
Commons  deeply  participates  in  her 
distress.  It  would  ill  represent  the 
nation  of  which  it  claims  to  be  the 
principal  representative  if  the  House  of 
Commons  did  not  express  to-night  to 
the  Sovereign  the  deep  sympathy  of 
her  people.  The  people  have  not  for- 
gotten, they  constantly  and  gratefully 
remember,  how  under  the  burden  of 
many  years  and  many  sorrows  Her 
Majesty  has  faithfully  discharged 
her  duty  to  the  nation  over  which 
she  rules.  Few  people  are  aware 
of  the  wearisome  daily  toil,  the 
various  and  constant  anxiety  which 
occupies  the  life  of  the  head  of  such  an 
Empire  as  this,  and^few  but  those  who 
have  to  endure  it  can  know  how  great 
a  weight  is  added  to  these  labours  bv 
the  pressure  of  domestic  grief.  In  ail 
the  changes  and  chances  which  have 
befallen  this  great  realm  during  Her 
Majesty's  long  reign,  the  Queen  has 
ever  been  the  first  to  sympathise  in  the 
perils  and  sorrows  of  her  subjects. 
Ever  since  that  great  calamity  which 
descended  on  her  30  years  ago,  a  sor- 
row which,  while  it  made  her  a  widow, 
still  left  her  Queen,  she  has  had  to  dis- 
charge those  great  duties  alone.  The 
strong  arm  and  wise  counsel  upon 
which  she  rested  so  fondly  have  been 
long  withdrawn.  She  has  had  to  bear 
alone  the  great  burden  of  Empire ;  and 
how  faithfully,   how  unselfishly,  how 
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devotedly  she  has  constantly  discharged 
those  duties  is  in  the  mind  of  this 
House,  and  dwells  in  the  hearts  of  the 
people.  In  a  touching  and  melancholy 
message  she  lately  addressed  to  her 
people,  the  Queen  has  spoken  patheti- 
cally of  other  sorrows  that  have  be- 
fallen her  family.  She  has  told  us  there 
is  none  equal  to  this.  The  hand  of  death 
has  fallen  on  the  direct  line  of  her 
succession,  under  circumstances  most 
sudden  and  most  heartrending,  in  the 
midst  of  bright  hopes  now  quenched, 
amid  happy  expectations  for  the  future, 
happy  anticipations,  now  buried  in  the 
grave.  The  Duke  of  Clarence  had  but 
a  short  time  in  which  to  make  himself 
known  to  the  people  at  large,  but  of 
him  it  may  be  truly  said  that  those  who 
knew  him  best  loved  him  most .  There  was 
a  gentle  straightforward  simplicity  in 
his  character,  and  a  sympathetic  kind- 
liness of  disposition  which  made  him 
the  friend  and  favourite  of  all  his  com- 
panions, and  which  one  day  would 
have  endeared  him  to  the  nation  over 
which  he  was  destined  to  rule.  Of  the 
sorrow  of  his  parents,  the  Prince  and 
Princess  of  Wales,  it  is  difficult  to  speak; 
it  is  far  easier  to  feel  than  to  utter  the 
sentiments  which  belong  to  that  bitter 
anguish  of  those  who  have  lost  their 
first-born — probably  the  greatest  sorrow 
that  can  enter  the  palace  or  the  hut. 
In  this,  at  least,  we  may  truly  say  that 
the  nation  grieves  with  their  grief.  The 
Prince  and  Princess  of  Wales  have 
made  themselves  beloved  by  the  English 
people,  the  one  by  his  dignified  courtesy 
and  kindliness  to  all,  the  other  by  her 
tender  heart  and  her  matchless  grace, 
and  they  deeply  enlist  the  sympathy  of 
the  people  with  a  sentiment  of  almost 
personal  attachment.  There  is  one 
other  figure  which  the  Mover  of  this 
Address  referred  to  in  very  appropriate 
terms :  I  mean  the  young  Princess  who 
was  a  mourner  before  she  became  a 
bride,  whose  affections  and  hopes  were 
welcomed  and  shared  by  the  sympathy 
of  the  nation,  which  read  in  them  bright 
auguries  of  future  happiness  and  love. 
All  these  have  been  blighted  in  the  bud, 
and  to  her  out  of  the  warmth  of  its 
sympathy  and  commiseration  I  am  sure 
this  House  will  send  a  message  of 
condolence.  All  I  have  more  to  say  is 
that  in  every  part  of  the  House  I  am 
sure  the  paragraph  of  condolence  to 


the  Queen  will  receive  hearty  and 
cordial  acquiescence.  There  is  one 
other  topic  of  sad  reflection  which 
I  cannot  pass  over  in  silence.  W» 
miss  from  the  front  bench  opposite  the 
late  Leader  of  the  House,  whom  we 
remember  with  personal  regard  and 
with  high  esteem,  and  whom  we  have 
lost  with  great  regret.  His  invariable 
courtesy,  his  native  good  humour,  his. 
singular  tact,  and  his  habitual  good 
sense  made  him  loved  and  followed  by 
his  friends,  liked,  and  respected  by  his. 
political  opponents.  There  have  been, 
no  doubt,  men  of  greater  oratorical 
powers  and  higher  intellectual  gifts  in 
that  position  ;  there  have  been  none,  I 
think,  who  more  faithfully  and  honour- 
ably discharged  the  duties  of  that  high 
and  difficult  position  he  was  called 
upon  to  fill,  and  which  he  well  fulfilled. 
I  may,  perhaps,  be  allowed  to  say  in  one 
sentence  that  we  recognize  the  claims 
of  his  successor  to  the  place  which  he 
holds.  The  Leadership  of  the  House 
of  Commons  is,  in  my  opinion,  the 
highest  position  which  a  subject  can 
hold,  and  is  one  which  requires  high 
qualifications.  No  doubt  in  the  course 
of  our  debates  in  the  honourable  con- 
test of  Parliamentary  warfare  we  shall 
often  cross  swords  with  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman ;  but  we  shall  always  be 
ready  to  render  to  him,  as  we  shall 
expect  from  him,  every  assistance  in 
maintaining  the  dignity  and  privileges 
of  this  House,  and  in  conducting  the 
affairs  of  the  House  of  Commons  to  its. 
own  honour  and  to  the  advantage  of 
the  country.  Now,  turning  to  other 
parts  of  the  Speech,  I  do  not  think 
that  upon  foreign  affairs  it  is 
necessary  that  I  should  make  any 
special  remark.  We  look  upon  it  as- 
highly  satisfactory  that  the  complexion 
of  peace  should  preside  over  the  report 
from  the  Sovereign  of  our  relations 
with  foreign  countries.  I  shall  not  be 
tempted,  even  by  some  remarks  which 
fell  from  the  Mover  of  the  Address,  to 
enter  upon  the  disputed  question  of 
Egypt  to-night ;  but  before  I  go  to 
what  may  be  considered  probably  the 
principal  topics  suggested  in  the 
Speech  let  me  refer  to  one  topic  upon 
which,  carefully  as  the  hon.  Gentleman 
who  seconded  the  Motion  went  through 
the  list,  neither  he  or  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Mover  said  a  single  word. 
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This  topic  lies  apparently  in  a  dark 
•corner  at  the  end  of  the  Speech,  but 
it  is  a  matter  of  enormous  consequence, 
if    it    mean    anything    at    all.     That 
neither  the  Mover  or  Seconder  had  any- 
thing to  say  upon  the  Bill  for  revising 
the  existing  arrangements  between  the 
Government  and  the  Bank  of  England 
is  certainly  most  remarkable.  Revising 
the  existing  arrangements  between  the 
Government  and  the  Bank  of    Eng- 
land !     Why,  this  means — if  it  mean 
anything    at    all — the    repeal    of    the 
Bank   Charter  of   Sir  Robert  Peel  of 
1844,  and  the  substitution  of   a  new 
system   of  currency  for  this  country. 
Now,   that   may  be  a  good  or  a  bad 
thing  to  do,  but  it  is  no  small  thing  to 
be  put   into  an  obscure  corner   of  a 
Speech    from    the  Throne,  no   notice 
being    taken    of     it.     I     have    heard 
members  of  the  Government  to-night 
.give  notice  of  the  Bills  they  propose  to 
introduce  ;  but    I   did    not    hear  the 
Chancellor  of   the  Exchequer  express 
any  intention  of  bringing  forward  this 
question  of  currency.    The  remarkable 
point  is  that  this  is  the  one  novelty  in 
the  Speech.     The  other  subjects  make 
but   a  catalogue  of  remanets.     They 
are    old    familiar    friends,  who    have 
appeared  on   the  scene  from  time  to 
time,  they  are  ancient  promises  which 
have  never  been  fulfilled,  and  are  per- 
haps predestined  for  the  fate  which  has 
in  previous  years  overtaken  them.     I 
do  not  know  what  the    Government 
regard  as  the  principal  measures  of  the 
Session.     I   hope  we  shall  hear  what 
are  the  Bills  it  is  intended  first  to  pro- 
ceed with,  how  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man means  to  proceed  with  them,  and 
in  what  way  their  progress  is  intended 
to  be  conducted.     I  observe  a  remark- 
able contrast  between  the  view  of  the 
Government    this    Session    and    that 
which    was    put     forward    last    year. 
When  there  were  two  important  Bills 
laid  before  us — the  Land  Bill  and  the 
Tithes  Bill — we  were  told  it  was  neces- 
sary to  read  these  a  second  time  before 
Christmas ;    we   should    now    like    to 
know   what   are  the   more    important 
among  the  Bills  indicated  which  we 
shall  be  asked  to  read  a  second  time 
before  Easter.     But  going  back  again 
to    this  agreement  with  the  Bank  of 
England  I  have  this  to  say,  that  I 
think  it  is  no  light  matter  to  be  hung 
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up,  to  be  dangled  in  the   air.     Then 
projects  for  revolutionising  the  currency 
of  the  country  deeply  affect  all  com- 
mercial undertakings,  and  they  keep  the 
monied  classes  in   a  state  of  feverish 
anxiety.     What  I  am  disposed  to  ask 
the  Chancellor  of  the    Exchequer  is 
whether      he      means      business     or 
not?     Now,   the    position     in     which 
he    has    placed    himself    is     a     sin- 
gular   and    I    think    an     unfortunate 
one.     For  three  years — I  think  I  am 
right — in  succession,  bearing  in    mind 
the  restoration  of  the  gold  coinage  to  a 
proper    condition,   he    has    postponed 
that  measure,  because  it  was  necessary 
to  connect   it   with   a  reform   of  the 
system  of  currency  in  this  country.  On 
that  ground  it  has  year  after  year  been 
postponed.     Last    year    I   reluctantly 
consented  to  a  temporary  measure  of 
reform  of  the  gold  coinage,  which  has 
not,  I   believe,  up  to  this  time  been 
carried  out.     Then    came    the    great 
Baring  panic  and  scare,  and  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  does  not  go  to 
the  House  of  Commons,  but  makes  an 
after-dinner  speech  at  Leeds,  in  which 
he  propounds  a  scheme  for  the  reform 
of  the  currency  of  the  country.    Well, 
that  infant  had  but  a  short  unhealthy 
life.     It  never  came  before  the  HouBe 
of  Commons  after  being  exhibited  to 
the  merchants  in  Leeds  ;  it  was  made 
away  with  by  its  own  parent.    Then 
the  right  hon.   Gentleman  has  come 
forward  with   another  scheme,  which 
again,  I   hope,  he  is  going  to  tell  us 
will  be  brought  before  the  House  of 
Commons.     It  has,  at  all  events,  been 
produced    as    an    essay    before    some 
commercial    circles    in    the    City     of 
London  ;  but  I  am  not  sure  that  it  was 
well  understood  or  warmly  accepted. 
Now,   what  is  the  foundation  of  all 
these  dealings,  or,  rather,  nibblings,  at 
the  currency  of  the  country  ?      The 
right  hon.   Gentleman   stated — and  a 
graver  statement  by  a  Finance  Minister 
of  this  country  could  not  be  made— 
that  he  considered  the  banking  system 
of    this    country    unsatisfactory    and 
unsafe.     He  said    the  bank    reserves 
were  insufficient,  and  that  great  peril 
might  naturally  result  from  this  con- 
dition of  things.     Well,  if  that  be  so, 
then    the    Finance    Minister    of    this 
country  is  bound  to  take  the  earliest 
opportunity  to  bring  forward  a  measure 


CI  Majesty's  Most 


{9  February,  1892} 


Gracious  Speech.         63 


^to  deal  with   this    danger.      That    is 
a    proposition    not    to    be    disputed. 
No  such  measure  has  been  laid  before 
the  House.     It  is  true  he  has  said  in 
his  speeches  that  he  has  induced  the 
bankers    to    keep     larger     reserves ; 
he    has    said    that    the    reserves   are 
insufficient.     I    should   like    to  know 
when  he  is  prepared   to  say  that  he 
would  consider  the  reserves  of  the  banks 
-to  be  sufficient  ?  I  must  take  this  oppor- 
tunity of  protesting  against  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  throwing  out  a 
.succession  of  speculative  schemes  for 
•dealing  with  what  he  calls  "  the  great 
financial  dangers  of  this  country  " — 
schemes  which  are  calculated  to  dis- 
turb the  mind  of  everybody ;  and  the 
remarkable  part  of  the  matter  is,  that 
in  not  one  of  them  does  he  propose  to 
deal  with  the  danger.      He  has  ad- 
mitted that  the  powers  must  be  of  a 
very  interdictory  character ;  and  they 
go  only  to  increasing  the  gold  in  the 
Issue    Department    of    the    Bank    of 
England.      The    Leeds    scheme    has 
gone ;  the  scheme  of  the  Second  Reserve 
is  admitted  to  be  imperfect ;  what  has 
become  of  the  last  scheme  ?    The  last 
scheme    was     propounded      by     the 
Chancellor  of  the    Exchequer  in  the 
City  ;    there  was    a    formal    meeting 
there  of  merchants  and  bankers,  and 
I  should  say  that  to  take  the  opinion 
of    merchants    and    bankers    upon    a 
matter  in  which  they  have  different 
interests  to   those  of    the  community 
is  not  the  manner  in  which  a  question 
of  this  kind  should    be    dealt    with. 
But  what  happened  when  this  discus- 
sion took  place?      An   hon.  Member 
opposite  could  tell  the  House  something 
about  it ;    but  the  upshot  of  it  was, 
that  when  this  measure  was  mentioned 
a     gentleman,     as     far     as     I     can 
understand,      moved      the     Previous 
Question  upon    the    scheme    of    the 
Exchequer,  and  it   was  ordered  to  be 
read  a  second  time  that  day  six  months. 
My  object  in  making  these  observa- 
tions   is    to    induce    the    Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  to  tell  the  House  of 
Commons  and  the  country  what  he  is 
going  to  do  about    the    currency    of 
England.     If  he  will  allow  me  to  say 
so  without  offence,  he  has  gone   on 
fumbling  with  the  currency  question. 
That  is  not  the  way  in  which  the  great 
questions  of  the  finance  of  this  country 


have  been  dealt  with  by  financiers  of 
former  times.     When  the  great  measure 
for  regulating  the  specie  bullion  of  this 
country  took  place  there  was  a  Bullion 
Committee  appointed,  and  the  Bullion 
Committee  and  the  Government  acted 
upon  their  own  responsibility  in  1826, 
when    the    one  -  pound    notes    were 
abolished.     That  was  upon  the  responsi- 
bility of  the  Government  of  the  day. 
When  the  Bank  Charter  came,  which 
has  preserved  the  commercial  system 
of  this  country  for  half  a  century,   Sir 
Robert  Peel  took    upon    himself    the 
responsibility  of  the  measure ;  he  did 
not  go  hawking  this  measure  about  at 
City  meetings  or  in  after-dinner  speeches, 
seeking   if   he   could  get  anybody  to 
take  it ;  there   was   a  Motion  made, 
and  he  gave  to  the  House  of  Commons 
a  measure  which,  on  the  responsibility 
of  the  Government,  they  were  ready  to 
present  for  the  acceptance  of  Parlia- 
ment and  of  the  nation.      And  I  do 
think  that  we  should  have  done  with 
this  tentative  system  of  dealing  with 
this  question,  and  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  should  tell  us,  as  Financial 
Ministers  have  told  us  in  former  days, 
what  he  is  going  to  do  ?      The  present 
system  is  intolerable.       Here   is  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  telling  the 
country  that  their  financial  system  is 
unsound  ;  that  their  banking  system  is 
insufficient ;     and     yet    we    have    no 
responsible  measure  brought  forward 
by  the  Government  for  dealing  with  a 
matter  which  is  of  the  most   serious 
kind.     Therefore,     especially    because 
nothing  has  been  said  by  the  Mover 
and  Seconder  upon  this  question,  I  ven- 
ture to  say  that  we  should  be  told  by 
the  Government  what  they  are  really 
going  to    do    in    the    matter.     There 
is    another    very     important     matter 
dealt  with  in  this  Speech,  and  that  is 
English    Local   Government.     I   have 
seen  a  good  many  Queen's  Speeches  in 
my  time,  I  am  sorry  to  say ;  but  I  do 
not  think  I  ever  saw  a  subject  intro- 
duced in   a  less   encouraging  manner 
than  this  has  been  on  the  present  occa- 
sion, showing  that  the  Government  had 
no  real  intentions  of  giving  effect  to  it, 
or  indeed  any  desire  that  it  should  pass 
into  law  ;  because  the  Speech  says  that 
"it  may  be  possible  to  consider  the 
provisions  of  an  English  Local  Govern- 
ment Bill."    If  this  is  all  the  Gov**™- 
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ment  can  say  on  the  first  night  of  the 
Session  I  think  the  augury  is  unfavour- 
able.    I  am  not  very  much  surprised 
at  that.     The  Mover  spoke  with  much 
warmth  and  enthusiasm  in  favour  of 
some  measure  of  that  kind.     He  has 
the  advantage  of  being  younger  than 
the  First  Minister  of  the  Crown ;  but 
I  cannot  say  that  the  language  em- 
ployed by  the  Prime  Minister  the  other 
day  at  Exeter  showed  any  great  desire 
for  the  promotion  of  such  a  measure. 
He  spoke  in  a  manner  which  may  be 
described  as  modest.    He  holds  himself 
responsible  for  qualified  assistance  in 
the  creation  of  County  Councils,  and 
probably  if  he  had  the  opportunity  he 
would     be     responsible     for    creating 
District  Councils  ;  but  he  is  quite  sure 
in  both  cases  he  would  be  responsible 
for  considerable  addition  to  the  rates. 
When  language  of  this  kind  is  used,  I 
should  be  greatly  disappointed  if  the 
measure  were  passed  into  law.  He  says 
District  Councils  will  add  to  the  rates, 
without  any  more  effective  remedy  than 
that  which  for  centuries  has  worked 
perfectly    well,    so     that    the     Local 
Government    is    to   be    an    expensive 
substitute    for     what    has    for     cen- 
turies worked    fairly   well.      Further, 
he  says,    "I   do   not   see    that    inde- 
pendent   Councils    will    do    any   par- 
ticular harm  beyond  raising  the  rates." 
so  that  I  cannot  see  how  he  could  have 
more    effectually    tlirown   cold    water 
upon  the  measure  than  he  has  done  by 
this  language.    I  do  not  know  whether 
he  regards  those  District  Councils  as 
places    of  amusement  ;     but    1    have 
always  regarded   them,   and    I    have 
always  heard   them   spoken  of,  as  a 
means  of  safeguarding  and  fostering  in 
the  rural  districts  an  interest   in  the 
management  of  local  affairs  among  a 
class  that    have    little    to    vary    the 
monotony  of  their  daily  toil  ;  we  hoped 
that  Councils  of  that  description  would 
be  a  source  of  independence  and  self- 
reliance;  that   they  would   acquire   a 
habit  of  dealing  with  matters  concern- 
ing their  own  interests;  and  1  confess 
I  think   it   a   little    unfortunate   that 
these  things  should  be  sneered  at  in 
this  lordly   way.     I   will  remind  the 
Prime  Minister  of  the  lines  of  a  poem 
with  which  we  are  all  acquainted. 

"  Nor  grandeur  hear  with  a  disdainful  smile 
The  short  and  simple  annals  of  the  poor." 
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And  I  think  if  he  had  recollected  the* 
lines  he  would  have  abstained  from 
indulging  in  the  sneer  with  which  he 
has  referred  to  this  question.     I  am 
delighted  to  see  on  the  opposite  bench 
an  eminent  comrade  of  my  right  hon. 
Friend,   the   Minister  of    Agriculture. 
We  all  remember  the  eloquent  and  able 
part  he  took  in  the  memorable  debate 
on  the  Address  in  1886.     Well,  I  hope 
that  this  Bill  is  conceived,  and  I  fed 
sure  it  is  conceived,  in  a  very  different 
spirit  from  that  in  which  the  Prime 
Minister  treated  it ;  because  he  said  of 
these  small  holdings,  "  They  will  not 
operate  to  any  great  degree  in  relieving 
the  particular  sufferings  of  the  poorer 
classes."     That  is  just  what  we  wish 
they  should  do ;    but  Lord   Salisbury 
apparently  has  other  objects ;  he  thinks 
if  he  could  only  get  a  sufficient  number 
of  small  holdings  they  might  combine 
together  and  put  permanent  rates  upon 
taxpayers  of  this  country,  rates  which 
have   always  been  charged   upon  the 
land,     like     the     tithe,     subject     to 
which  it   has   been  bought  and  sold 
for   centuries.     They  propose    to  put . 
it  upon  the  taxpayers,  and  then  there 
is  talk  by  these  gentlemen  of  "  spolia- 
tion  of    the  rights    of    property."     I 
hope  when   the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
opposite  comes  to  introduce  his    Bill 
we  shall  rind  that  this  Bill  has  been 
conceived  in  a  very  different  spirit  from 
that.     Lastly,   1   wish  to  touch  upon 
the  subject  of  Irish  Local  Government. 
We  should  like  to  know  from  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  course  he  intends 
to  take  in  regard  to  that  Bill.     Does 
he    mean    to    read    it  a  second  time 
before  Easter,  or  does  he  not  ?     What 
is  to  be  the  conduct  of   business  in 
respect  to  this  matter  ?    It  is  hardly 
necessary    to   say    in    regard    to    the 
general    policy  of  Local  Government 
for  Ireland  that  it   is  one   which  we 
favour    and    have    always    wished  to 
see    carried    out ;    and    if  a   genuine 
and    honest    measure    for    extending 
Local  Government  to  Ireland  is  brought 
forward,   certainly   we  shall   have  no 
indisposition    to  give  our  support   to 
this  measure.    But,  at  the  same  time, 
we  should  desire  to  say  that  we,  of 
course,  upon  this  side  do  not  regard  the 
question  of  Local  Government  as  settling 
the  question    of    self-government    for 
Ireland.      We  have  always  regarded 
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this  as  a  separate  thing ;  both  neces- 
sary, and  not  as  one  excluding  the 
other.  In  fact,  ever  since  the  question 
of  Home  Rule  has  been  raised  it  has 
been  perfectly  well  recognised,  and 
Local  Government  will  not  meet  the 
demands,  at  all  events  of  those 
who  advocate  the  principles  of  Home 
Eule.  I  can  quote  no  higher  authority 
upon  that  subject  than  my  right  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  West  Birming- 
ham (Mr.  J.  Chamberlain).  On  the 
14th  March,  1887,  speaking  at  Bir- 
mingham, he  said  —  and  he  was 
speaking  in  condemnation  of  Home 
Bule — "  We  believe  " — and  I  would 
ask  the  attention  of  the  House  to  these 
-words — 

"We  believe,  and  no  one  stated  it  more 
clearly  thanLord  Hartington,  that  the  situation 
depends  upon  the  actions  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Midlothian,  and 
that  in  the  future  it  would  be  useless  to  talk 
of  measures  which  would  have  been  sufficient 
before,  and  that  we  are  bound  to  consider  now 
from  a  higher  and  wider  standpoint  the  require- 
ments for  making  more  extensive  concessions, 
and  accordingly  our  position  was  that  while 
we  were  willing  to  agree  in  the  future  to  the 
creation  of  some  legislative  authority  in 
Dublin,  in  accordance  with  Mr.  Gladstone's 
proposals,  we  would  not  consent  to  a  scheme 
so  long  as  the  safeguards  provided  by  Mr. 
Gladstone  were  in  our  opinion  totally  illusory." 

That  was  what  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man said.  Since  the  introduction  of 
the  Home  Eule  Bill  in  1886  there  was 
no  use  of  talking  of  limited  measures. 
My  right  hon.  Friend  is  now  in  a  posi- 
tion to  aid  largely  in  the  elucidation 
of  this  question,  and  I  should  like  to 
see  his  Bill  for  a  legislative  authority 
in  Dublin  upon  Mr.  Gladstone's  prin- 
ciple, with  the  safeguards  which  he 
would  think  it  necessary  to  introduce 
in  it.  But  whether  it  is  a  question 
of  Local  Government  or  of  Home 
Rule,  what  I  think  we  have  to 
consider  is  the  spirit  in  which  this 
House  and  the  Government  are  about  to 
approach  the  question  of  dealing  with 
the  people  of  Ireland.  After  all,  that 
is  quite  as  important  as  any  detail,  or 
as  any  clause  of  the  Bill ;  and  as 
upon  the  Address,  not  only  the  mea- 
sures indicated  in  the  Speech  but  also 
the  conduct  of  the  Executive  Govern- 
ment is  subject  for  criticism  and 
comment,  I  cannot  conclude  what  I 
have  to  say  without  asking  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House  and  the  country  to 

VOL.   I.  [new  sebies.] 


the  spirit  and  the  language  in  which 
the  Prime  Minister  recently  referred 
to  this  question.  It  was  in  a  speech 
made  a  few  days  ago,  in  which  the 
principal  question  treated  of  was  the 
equal  treatment  of  England  and  Ire- 
land in  the  matter  of  Local  Govern- 
ment. Now,  the  Mover  of  the  Address 
in  his  language  left  nothing  to  he 
desired ;  but  what  a  contrast  is  there 
to  the  spirit  and  tone  in  which  the 
Prime  Minister  of  this  country  went  so 
far  as  to  heap  insult  upon  the  majority 
of  the  people  of  Ireland.  In  dealing 
with  the  question  of  how  the  people 
of  Ireland  are  to  be  treated,  Lord 
Salisbury  said  of  the  majority  of  the 
people  of  Ireland  that  they  contain 
"all  that  is  backward  and  all  that  is 
retrogressive ;  all  that  is  contrary 
to    civilisation     and    enlightenment." 

t Cheers.]  I  hear  the  cheers  of  Mem- 
>ers  lor  Ulster  upon  that  speech  ;  and 
I  hear  the  Solicitor  General  cheer.  The 
Solicitor  General  will  have  to  retract 
that  cheer,  as  he  has  had  to  retract 
many  things  both  of  law  and  fact. 
[Laughter  and  counter  cheers.]  I  am 
glad,  at  least,  that  the  Prime  Minister 
has  one  faithful  supporter  and  cheerer 
in  his  Solicitor  General.  Having  thus 
degraded  the  majority  of  the  people  of 
Ireland — the  people  to  whom  we  are 
going  to  give  Local  Government  and 
equal  rights  to  the  people  of  England — 
I  should  like  to  see  the  Prime  Minister 
address  the  same  language  to  the 
English  people.  Then  he  proceeds  with 
a  violent  invective  against  the  Catholics 
and  their  Bishops ;  the  Archbishops 
he  stigmatises  by  name — somewhat 
unusual  language,  I  believe,  to  be  used 
by  a  person  in  the  position  of  the  Prime 
Minister.  The  Catholic  people  of  Ire- 
land he  says  have  fought  against  us 
when  we  quarrelled  with  Spain,  when 
we  quarrelled  with  France,  and  when 
we  quarrelled  with  America.  Will  the 
Solicitor  General  consider  that  lan- 
guage displays  political  wisdom  on  the 
part  of  a  statesman  ?  I  will  say  some- 
thing of  that  presently ;  but  this  I  will 
say  now,  that  those  statements  are 
absolutely  unfounded  in  history,  as 
they  are  unstatesmanlike  in  character. 
I  have  here  somewhere  a  passage  in 
which  I  could  convince  the  House 
absolutely  of  that.  You  have  only  to  go 
to    a   writer    whom  we   all  respect — 
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Mr.  Lecky — and   you    will  find    that 
he    states    that    in    the    troubles    of 
1715,  the  troubles  of  1745,  and  in  the 
great  war  against  France,  which  ended 
in  the  peace  of  1763,  the  Catholics  of 
Ireland  took  no  part  against  England. 
You  will  find  it  stated  by  Mr.  Lecky 
that    throughout    the    whole    of    the 
eighteenth  century,  far  from  its  being 
true  that  the  Catholics  of  Ireland  were 
the  cause  of  the  disturbance,  that  it 
was  the  Presbyterians  and  Protestants 
who  were  at  the  bottom  of  the  revo- 
lution.    If  you  mention  the  names  of 
the  great  revolutionists  of    Ireland — 
such  as  Wolfe  Tone,  and  others — you 
will  find  they  are  not  the  names  of 
Catholics,  but  of  Protestants.     In   the 
great  struggle  of  the  American    War 
everybody   knows  it  was   the  Presby- 
terians, who  largely  colonised  America, 
that    got    sympathy   for    America    in 
Ireland,  and  that  with  the  Protestants 
of  the  North  and  not  with  the  Catholics 
of  the  South  ;  while  we  all  know  what 
took  place  between  Mr.  Pitt   and  the 
Catholic  Bishops  of  Ireland.    Therefore 
this  statement,  that  the  Catholics  as 
distinguished  from  the  Protestants  of 
Ireland  were  the  enemies  of  this  coun- 
try is  historically  false,    is  one  which 
ought  never  to  have  been   advanced ; 
and,  in  my  opinion,  a  more  unjustifiable, 
or  a  more  detestable  attempt  for  Party 
purposes  to  create  ill-feeling  and  ran- 
cour between  different  parts  and  por- 
tions of  people  of  the  United  Kingdom 
has  never  been  recorded.    I  should  like 
to  ask  the  House  what  it  should  have 
thought  if    the    Governor  General    of 
Canada  had  made  such  a  speech  reflect- 
ing upon  the  Canadian  people  ?    There 
you  have  two  races  and  two  religions ; 
you   have  them  enjoying  that  Home 
Rule    for   which    Ireland   is  declared 
to     be    unfitted.      If    the     Governor 
General    of    Canada     had     made     a 
speech  in  which  he  said  the  Catholic 
population  contained  all  that  was  back- 
ward, and  all  that  was  contrary  to  civi- 
lisation and  enlightenment — supposing 
he  had  tried  to  revive  memories  of  the 
Canadian  rebellion ;  and  supposing  he 
had  denounced  the  Canadian  people, 
their  religion    and    their    priesthood, 
what  would  have  been  done?     You 
would  not    only  have  been  asked  to 
dismiss    him.    He  would  have    been 
packed  off,  and  you  would  not  have 
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been  asked  to  send  another  in  his  place. 
If  this  had  been  an  Indian  questki 
would    the    Viceroy    have    held    thif 
language  ?    And  for  what   purpose  » 
this  language  employed  ?   It  is  to  show 
that    though  the  majority  may   ride, 
and  does  rule,  in  England,  though  the 
majority  does  rule  in  Canada  and  in 
Australia,  it  should  not  rule  in  Ireland- 
first,  on  account  of  the  inferiority  of  the 
race;  and,  secondly,   because    of   the 
influence  and  character  of  the  priests. 
Therefore,  it  is  not  the  majority  that 
is    to     rule     in     Ireland,     but    the 
minority.     The    minority    is    to    rule 
in     virtue     of     the      superiority    of 
their  race  and  the  preferable  character 
of  their  religion  ;  and  the  influence  of 
the  Catholic  priesthood  is  to  be  destroyed 
by  a  Protestant  nation  and  by  a  Govern- 
ment    which      sent     the    Duke     of 
Norfolk  on  a  Mission  to  the  Vatican. 
It  is  the  pure  unmitigated  doctrine  of 
a  race  domination   and  a   Protestant 
ascendancy.      The   language  of   Lord 
Salisbury  shows  that  the  Government 
of  this  country  is  the  Government  of  an 
Orange  Lodge.     The  oath  of  supremacy 
and  allegiance  that  ought  to  be  tendered 
at  this  Table  is  the  "glorious, pious  and 
immortal  memory,"     and    the    Chief 
Secretary    ought    to    appear    in    this 
House   sitting  astride   the   great  gun 
of  Athlone.    That  is  really  the  natural 
consequence  of  such  language.      It  is 
because  the  Union  is  regarded  by  the 
Unionists  from  this  point  of  view  that 
it  is  detested,  and  justly  detested,  by  the 
people  of  Ireland.     There  is  no  country 
and  no  people  in  this  world  that  would 
not  resent  and  resist  to  the  utmost  of 
their  power  treatment  such  as  is  repre- 
sented by  this  language.    If  the  Irish 
people    are    not    your   enemies  it    is 
certainly      not      because     men     like 
Lord    Salisbury  have   not   done  their 
best   to    make    them    so.       There    is 
another      view     of      this      question. 
What     do     you    suppose    is     likely 
to  be  the  effect  of  this  brutal  and  tyran- 
nical language  on  the  population  of  our 
Empire  abroad?    I  have  pointed  out 
what  would  be  the  effect  if  language  of 
this  kind  were  applied  to  Hindostan. 
Why,  even  the  Hottentots  of  the  Cape 
receive  more  considerate  treatment  than 
the  Hottentots  of  Ireland.    But  what 
will   the  Irish  people  and  the  Irish 
Catholics  in  Canada  think  of  this  Ian- 
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guage  ?    What  will  the  Irish  Catholics  the  Whigs  by  tradition  and  principle  * 

in  Australia  think  of  it  ?    And,  to  my  were    bound,    it    is  this  question   of 

mind,  there  is  a  matter  more  important  religious    equality.      Where    are    the 

than  all.     There  is  a  country  whose  men   who  profess — shall    I    say  who 

friendship    and    goodwill  are  of  more  pretend — to  be  the  representatives  of 

momentous  importance  to  this  country  the  principles  of  Burke  ?    What  was  it 

than  all  the  European   alliances — the  that  Burke  taught  with  reference  to  the 

friendship  and  goodwill  of  the  United  Catholics  of  Ireland  ?   The  principles  of 

States  of  America.     It  is  of  the  highest  Fox,    Grey,    Grenville,    and    Russell, 

importance  to  us  that  we  should  culti-  Where  are  the  Fitzwilliams,theCarlisles, 

vate  the  friendly  feeling  and  goodwill  of  and  the  Cavendishes  ?    Are  the  Whigs 

•every  part  of  the  population   of  that  prepared  to  sacrifice  these  principles, 

great  nation.   The  Irish  Catholics  are  a  as  they  have  thrown  overboard  all  the 

very  important  element  in  the  feeling  and  rest?    I  hope  not.     But  if  they  are, 

power  of  the  United  States  of  America,  we  need    not  wonder  why  they  are 

The  sentiments  expressed  by  the  Chief  perishing  out  of   the  land,  why  they 

of  the  Government  of  England  and  Ire-  have   ceased  to  influence  the  people 

land  for  the  present  moment  will  very  amongst  whom  they  were  once  a  power, 

sensibly  tend  to  affect  those  popula-  and    why,    like    the    Greeks    of    the 

tions.     What  do  you  suppose  is  likely  Lower    Empire,     they  will    carry    a 

to  be  the  effect  on  American  sentiment  memorable  name   to    an  unhonoured 

and  feeling  of  language  such  as  this  ?  grave.     Before  I  sit  down  I  should  like 

If  you  desired  deliberately  to  breed  ill  to  read  one  passage.     It  is  not  from  a 

will  in  America  towards  Great  Britain  Whig  authority,  but  you  will  respect  it 

you  could  not  take  a  measure   that  none    the     less.     It  has  been     often 

could  be  more  effectual  for  that  pur-  quoted,  but  I  will  quote  it  once  more, 

pose.     Suppose  the  Buler  of  Germany  It  gives  a  different  view  and  a  different 

were  to  address  any  of  his  populations  reading  of  the  causes  of  the  evils  of 

in  this  fashion  ;  suppose  he  said  to  the  Ireland.     It  does  not  trace  those  evils 

•Catholic    people    of    Bavaria — which  to  inferiority  of  race,  or  to  the  evils  of , 

•enjoys    Home    Bule    to    a  far  larger  its    religious    belief.     These   are    the 

extent  than  will  even  be  demanded  for  words — 

Ireland — suppose  he  were  to  tell   them       «  what  is  the  reason  that  a  people  with  so 

that   they   were   very   inferior   to    the  bounteous  a  soil,  and  such  enormous  resources 

Protestants    of   North   Germany,  and  as  the  Irian,  lag  so  far  behind  the  English 

were  not  entitled  to  be  treated  on  the  SkEl'lfi'c&S  **  ft*  £*• 

same   footing   as   other   parts    Of    the  p^ce,  and  I  see  a  Celtic  race  going  forward 

population.     For  us,  at  least,  one  duty  there  with  the  most  rapid  strides.      Some 


generation  after  generation,  and  at  the  except  English,  for  industry,  singularly  pros- 
cost  of  political  power  for  year  after  perous,  considering  the  small  piece  of  country 
year,  has  maintained  the  doctrine  not  they  occupy,  having  improved  to  the  utmost 
only  of  civil  freedom,  but  of  religious  ^e  natural  resources  of  the  country,  and 
"vx  virj  xu  -v  u.  distinguished  among  all  the  people  of  Europe 
equality.     We  denounce  the  spirit  by  for  tge  earnestness  and  intensity   of  their 

which  language  of  this  sort  is  dictated.  Roman  Catholic  belief.    Therefore,  I  cannot 

The  Liberal  Party  first  demanded  and  say  that  the  cause  of  Irish  distress  is  to  be 

obtained  religious  equality  for  the  Non-  S?ndin  ^  Romftn  Ca«lolic  religion.  An  hon. 

-         •  i.    °       rx  jj  t  ±i~~  Friend  near  me  says  it  arises  from  listening 

conformists,       afterwards       for       the  to  demagogues.     1  have  as  much  dislike  to 

Catholics,  then  for  the  Jews,  and  lastly  demagogues  as  he  has ;  butwhen  I  look  to  the 

in  the  struggle  in  which  you  engaged  Northern  States  of  America   I  see  there  a 

-against  the  late  Mr.  Bradlaugh,  when  Pe°Ple  who  }*****  *p  demagogues,  and  who 

^     u    n  , «•    ^  „~,,~  ~™.   «^>  *w*w>  show  no  want  of  material  prosperity.    There- 

you  had  to  efface  your  own  vote  from  fore  we  ^^  attribute  ^  FemigpgaeB,  to 

your  Journals.     I    speak   of  the  pnn-  Romanism,  or  tothe  Celtic  race.    What,  then, 

<ciples     to     which     we     have     always  is  it?    I  am  afraid  the  one  thing  that  has  been 

adhered,  and  which  we  have  perpetually  peculiar  to  Mand  has  been  the  Government 

maintained      I    should    like    to  ask,  of  England. 

"where  are  the  Whigs  on  this  subject  ?  These  are  the  words  of  Lord  Robert 

If  there  ever  was  a  subject  to  which  Cecil,  and  I  commend  them  tothe  con- 
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science  of  Lord  Salisbury.  Unless  the 
proposed  legislation  which  you  tell  us 
you  are  going  to  bring  forward  in  the 
interests  of  Ireland — this  Local  Govern- 
ment for  Ireland — this  treatment  of 
Ireland  on  an  equal  footing  with  Eng- 
land— unless  your  legislation  is  to  be 
conceived  in  a  spirit  and  with  objects 
exactly  opposite  and  the  reverse  of  the 
spirit  proclaimed  by  the  Prime  Minister 
of  England,  then  I  venture  to  say  your 
legislation,  whatever  it  may  be,  will 
be  doomed  to  failure  and  disappoint- 
ment. 

The  FIRST  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Man- 
chester, E.) :  Mr.  Speaker,  whatever 
the  House  may  think  of  the  last  three- 
quarters  of  the  speech  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down — 
and  on  that  I  shall  have  to  say  a  few 
words  presently  —  at  all  events  they 
listened,  I  feel  certain,  with  perfect 
agreement  to  the  eloquent  passage 
with  which  he  began  his  observations. 
He  dwelt,  as  my  two  hon.  Friends  who 
moved  and  seconded  the  Address  dwelt 
before  him,  and  in  language  not  less 
touching  and  not  less  eloquent  ■  than 
they,  upon  that  paragraph  in 
the  Speech  from  the  Throne  in 
which  Her  Majesty  speaks  of  the 
sorrow  which  has  lately  fallen  upon 
the  Royal  Family.  Surely,  through  all 
the  many  generations  in  which  the 
people  of  this  country  have  desired  to 
make  the  joys  of  the  ruling  family  their 
joys,  and  the  sorrows  of  the  ruling 
family  their  sorrows,  there  never  has 
been  a  case  in  which  public  and  official 
mourning  has  gone  more  nearly  to  the 
hearts  and  sentiments  of  the  people  of 
this  country.  To  a  nation  who,  like  us, 
regard  the  Royal  Family  with  feelings 
of  personal  loyalty  and  affection,  and 
who  not  only  do  so,  but  regard  them 
also  as  in  some  sort  the  repre- 
sentatives and  embodiment  of  the 
great  history  and  traditions  of  a  free 
country,  the  death  of  any  Prince  in  the 
direct  succession  to  the  Throne  must 
surely  be  an  occasion  of  bitter  grief ,  and 
yet  this  has  been  aggravated  in  the 
present  case  by  almost  every  circum- 
stance which  could  add  tragic  signifi- 
cance to  the  event.  An  untimely  fate 
has  cut  off  the  future  heir  to  the  Throne 
in  the  flower  of  youth,  and  at  a  time 
when  national  preparations  were  being 
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made  for  an  event  which  we  all  looked 
forward  to  with  most  happy  anticip* 
tions.  Such  circumstances  must  apped 
to  all.  Some  there  may  be  to  whom 
political  struggles,  the  rise  and  fall  of 
Empires,  and  the  fate  of  dynasties 
may  seem  things  remote  from  the 
ordinary  joys  and  the  ordinary  suffer- 
ings of  common  life  ;  but  even  to 
them,  and  perhaps  more  to  them  than 
to  others,  the  fate  which  has  over- 
taken the  Duke  of  Clarence  must  have 
appealed  with  overwhelming  pathos. 
Thus  it  is,  Sir,  that  we,  the  Commons. 
of  England,  have  taken  this  first 
opportunity  of  expressfng  our  sympathy 
with  the  Queen,  not  merely  because  we 
had  looked  forward  with  perfect  assur- 
ance to  the  manner  in  whieh  the  Duke 
of  Clarence  would  have  fulfilled  the 
great  functions  which  seemed  at  one 
time  in  all  probability  likely  to  be  en- 
trusted to  him,  but  also  because  we 
mourn  with  the  Royal  Family  the  death 
of  the  son,  the  grandson,  the  brother, 
and  with  one  who  was  about  to  be  united 
in  even  closer  and  tenderer  relations  toft 
member  of  the  august  family.  We 
know  that  the  loss  has  left  the  hearts 
and  lives  of  many  desolate  in  whose 
welfare  we,  the  representatives  of  the 
people  of  Great  Britain,  take  the 
deepest  interest ;  and  therefore  it  is,  Sir, 
that  we  have  with  unanimity  ventured 
to  lay  before  the  Throne  our  expression 
of  heartfelt  sympathy,  knowing,  though 
we  do,  that  in  these  matters  sympathy 
can  do  little,  although  it  is  the  sym- 
pathy of  the  nation.  One  other  subject 
I  cannot  forbear  to  touch  upon,  and  I 
am  emboldened  to  do  so  by  the 
example  which  has  been  set  both 
by  my  hon.  Friends  behind  me  and 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite. 
When  last  this  House  separated  we 
had  every  ground  for  believing  and' 
hoping  that  the  place  of  Leader  of  the 
House  would  on  our  re-assembling  be 
filled  by  the  well-known  figure  of  Mr. 
Smith,  by  whom  we  had  been  so  long 
and  so  ably  led,  and  by  whom  our 
debates  had  been  guided  with  such 
admirable  tact,  discretion  and  wisdom. 
It  has  happened  otherwise,  and  the 
duties  which  he  so  well  fulfilled  haw 
fallen  upon  one  who,  at  all  events, 
whatever  his  other  shortcomings  may 
be,  desires  nothing  more  earnestly  than 
to  walk  in  the  footsteps  of  his  prede- 
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lessors.  But  though  I  do  not  desire, 
•and  think  it  would  be  inappropriate,  to 
4say  one  word  on  this  occasion  as  to 
1  what  Mr.  Smith's  loss  has  been  to  the 
1  Party,  and  especially  to  those  who  sit 
1  on  this  Bench  ;  though  I  feel  that  it  is 
1  not  desirable  to  bring  in  the  question 
?'  of  personal  friendship  and  to  dwell  in 

*  public  upon  the  loss  we  have  personally 
■    sustained  in  the  removal  of  one  who 

*  was    always    ready    with    sympathy, 

*  advice  and  counsel,  I  still  may  be  per- 
f  mitted  to  speak  what  I  think  will  be 
i    the    sentiments    of    hon.    Gentlemen 

on  all  sides  of  the  House  as  to 
1  his  claims  upon  the  admiration  not 
of  the  Party  merely  to  which  he 
belonged,  but  upon  the  House  at 
large.  Those  who  think  with  me  that 
-to  have  any  share  in  the  conduct  of  the 
business  of  this  Assembly  is  to  have  an 
opportunity,  not  merely  of  serving  your 
Party,  not  merely  of  serving  your 
-country,  but  of  doing  something  to  raise 
the  dignity  or  to  maintain  the  position 
of  Parliamentaryinstitutions  throughout 
iihe  world,  will  agree  with  me  in  think- 
ing that  Mr.  Smith,  who  died  after  all 
in  the  service  of  this  House,  has  even 
more  than  the  majority  of  the  great 
line  of  his  predecessors  done  his  duty 
in  maintaining  the  dignity  and  in  pro- 
moting the  usefulness  of  the  greatest 
[Representative  Assembly  in  the  world. 
I  pass  from  these  topics  to  the  larger 
portion  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
speech,  which  was  concerned,  I  will 
not  say  with  the  Speech  from  the 
Throne,  for  he  made  few  and  scanty 
references  to  that,  but  in  attacking  the 
speeches  made  outside  this  House  by 
my  right  hon.  Friend  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  and  the  Prime 
Minister.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man was  pleased  to  express  sur- 
prise at  some  of  the  omissions  which 
were  made  in  the  Queen's  Speech. 
I  feel  some  surprise  at  the  omissions 
made  in  the  speech  in  which  he  dealt 
with  them.  I  had  anticipated  from 
what  had  fallen  from  distinguished 
.colleagues  of  his  own  during  the 
recess,  though  not  from  himself,  that 
.-some  comment  would  be  made  upon 
the  paragraph  about  Egypt.  1  am 
iglad  to  find  that  is  not  so,  and  1 
.presume  1  may  broadly  take  it  that  as 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  made  no 
unfavourable  comment    on  the    para- 


graph, he  feels  himself  in  general 
agreement  with  the  attitude  taken  up 
by  Her  Majesty's  Government  upon 
this  difficult  and  important  question. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman,  however, 
did  not  even  pay  a  passing  reference  to 
any  question  of  foreign  affairs.  He 
skipped  lightly  over  the  various  im- 
portant items  dealt  with  in  the  earlier 
part  of  the  speech,  and  he  fastened  at 
once  on  the  sentence  which  refers  to  a 
measure  to  be  introduced  by  my  right 
hon.  Friend  in  relation  to  the  re- 
arrangement come  to  between  the 
Government  and  the  Bank  of  England. 
That  sentence  correctly  describes  the 
character  of  the  measure  which  my 
right  hon.  Friend  hopes  to  introduce. 
No  doubt  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  and 
his  friends  will  be  able  to  raise  upon  that 
all  questions  they  think  fit  connected 
with  currency  questions  ;  and  my  right 
hon.  Friend  himself  will  take  the  oppor- 
tunity of  giving  to  the  House,  and 
through  the  House  to  the  country,  a 
free  exposition  of  his  views  upon  the 
subject.  *  But  I  fail  to  understand  why 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  chosen 
to  fall  foul  of  my  right  hon.  Friend  on 
this  occasion.  The  Bill  is  not  before 
us  in  any  shape. 

Sir    W.    HARCOURT:    It    ought 
to  be. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  We  cannot 
introduce  a  Bill  before  the  Queen's 
Speech  is  disposed  of.  All  that  we 
have  any  cognisance  of  are  the  views 
which  my  right  hon.  Friend  has 
put  forward  in  one  or  two  speeches 
upon  the  subject  of  the  banking 
reserve  and  the  currency.  Why 
is  my  right  hon.  Friend  to  be 
attacked  for  making  those  speeches?  It 
is  perfectly  true  that  Sir  Robert  Peel, 
as  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  told 
the  House,  did  not  make  his  scheme 
known  to  the  public  before  he  intro- 
duced it  to  the  House  of  Commons, 
and  what  was  the  result.  The  result 
was  that  the  banking  world  promptly 
attacked  him  for  not  having  taken  them 
into  his  confidence  or  consulted  them  and 
asked  their  opinions  upon  a  subject  which 
affected  their  interests,  and  on  which 
they  thought  they  were  entitled  to 
speak.  On  a  subject  permanently 
difficult,  on  which  there  are  necessarily 
some  divergence  of  interests,  some 
divergence  of    views,    my  right  hon. 
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Friend  did  well  to  explain  his  general 
attitude,  and  lay  certain  suggestions 
before  the  mercantile  and  banking 
community  for  their  consideration,  and 
there  can  be  no  more  fittting  preparation 
for  discussions  in  this  House  of 
measures  of  that  kind  than  the  sort  of 
preliminary  debate  that  has  gone  on  out 
of  doors  on  the  initiative  of  my  right 
hon.  Friend.  Then  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  went  on  to  attack  us  for 
showing  no  zeal  for  a  District  Councils 
Bill  to  complete  the  policy  of  English 
Local  Government  so  successfully 
initiated  three  years  ago  by  the  head  of 
the  Local  Government  Board.  Well, 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  is  as  good  a 
judge  of  the  capacity  of  this  House  to 
pass  rapidly  through  its  legislative 
work,  and  he  can  form  as  good 
a  forecast  as  anyone  else  of  the 
time  it  may  take  to  pass  the  various 
measures  mentioned  in  the  Queen's 
Speech.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  is 
in  specially  favourable  circumstances 
for  prophecying,  seeing  that  his  own 
conduct  will  probably  have  a  good 
deal  to  do  with  the  way  the  prophecy 
turns  out.  Can  it  be  maintained  that 
the  Government  would  have  been  jus- 
tified in  speaking  in  a  tone  of  assured 
confidence  of  the  passage  of  a  District 
Councils  Bill  when  they  had  before 
that  Bill  the  Irish  Local  Government 
Bill,  the  Irish  Education  Bill,  a  Small 
Holdings  Bill,  an  Indian  Councils  Bill, 
Private  Bill  Procedure,  and  other 
matters  of  equal  importance.  The 
Indian  Councils  Bill,  I  trust,  will  take 
no  time,  and  I  may  omit  that  from  the 
catalogue.  Not  one  of  the  measures  I 
have  named  ought  to  give  way 
to  a  District  Councils  Bill,  important 
though  it  undoubtedly  is.  If  we 
are  justified  in  putting  before  the 
District  Councils  Bill  the  long  list 
of  measures  which  I  have  enumerated, 
it  would  be  the  height  of  folly  to  pre- 
tend confidence  that  the  Bill  was  sure 
to  pass  before  the  House  separates  in 
August.  I  suppose,  by  long  prescription 
and  tradition,  Governments  are  justified 
in  taking  a  very  rosy  view  of  the  progress 
of  legislation.  Their  anticipations,  as 
far  as  my  experience  goes,  have  never 
erred  on  the  pessimistic  side.  They 
have  always  taken  an  optimistic  view  ; 
but  even  the  optimism  of  the  most 
optimistic  Government  never  went  the 
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length  that  the  right  hon.  GentleniMi 
desires  in  supposing  that  they  were  son  I 
to  pass  into  law  so  long,  so  compli- 
cated, or  so  controversial  a  measure  k 
that  which  my  right  hon.  Friend  will  be 
prepared  to  introduce  should  am 
opportunity  present  itself.  Having  dis- 
posed as  he  thought  of  the  out-of-door! 
speeches  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  pro- 
ceeded to  attack  those  made  by  the 
Prime  Minister.  I  do  not  believe  that 
there  is  a  single  sentence  in  the  last 
twenty  minutes  which  had  even  the 
thinnest  reference  to  any  measures 
mentioned  in  the  Queen's  Speech. 
It  was  an  attack  upon  the  Prime 
Minister  and  the  Liberal  Unionists,  a 
familiar  subject  with  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  but  an  unusual  one  to 
introduce  into  the  first  speech  from  the 
Front  Opposition  Bench  in  discussingthe 
Speech  from  the  Throne.  What  were 
his  accusations?  He  said  the  Prime 
Minister  sneered  at  the  poor  because, 
forsooth,  he  did  not  anticipate  that  the 
result  of  the  establishment  of  District 
Councils  would  be  to  prevent  the 
emigration  of  the  agricultural  labourers 
from  the  rural  districts  to  the  urban. 
Off  the  platform,  and  uninspired  by  the 
rhetorical  influence  of  a  public  meeting, 
would  any  man  in  his  senses  ever 
suppose  that  the  establishment  of  a 
District  Council  or  a  Parish  Council 
either — whatever  merits  it  might  have 
— would  have  the  particular  merit  of 
inducing  a  man  to  stay  in  such  a  dis- 
trict when  he  could  get  better  employ- 
ment and  improve  his  condition  by 
leaving  it  ?  Surely  such  an  idea  never 
entered  into  the  heart  of  man,  though 
it  has  sometimes  appeared  in  the  peror- 
ations of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
opposite.  If  that  be  the  opinion  of  the 
House,  and  if  that  be  the  opinion  of 
the  Prime  Minister,  is  he  not  to  be  al- 
lowed to  express  that  fact  without 
being  accused  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man of  sneering  at  the  poor  ?  Let  me 
tell  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that  to 
sneer  at  the  poor  is  one  thing,  and 
to  sneer  at  the  nostrums  put  forward 
under  certain  circumstances  by  certain 
quack  politicians  is  quite  another,  and 
the  distinction  is  one  which  should  not 
be  lost  sight  of .  Then,  Sir,  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  went  on  to  deal  with  Local 
Government.  Here  again,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  Local  Government  in  Ireland, 
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the  right  hon.  Gentleman  in  his  speech 
devoted  his  attention  to  what  the 
Prime  Minister  said — not  on  the  sub- 
ject of  Local  Government  in  Ireland — in 
the  speech  which  he  recently  delivered 
at  Exeter.  I  did  not  know  that  that 
speech  of  the  Prime  Minister  was  to  be 
the  subject  of  our  debate  to-night,  and  I 
did  not  furnish  myself  with  a  copy  of 
it,  and  I  can  only  judge  of  the  accuracy 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  attack 
by  the  version  which  he  himself  has 
given  of  it.  It  seems  to  me  that,  on 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  own  show- 
ing, he  did  the  Prime  Minister  the 
greatest  injustice,  and  subjected  him  to 
the  gravest  misrepresentation.  He  read 
out,  in  the  last  part  of  his  speech,  per- 
fectly fairly,  an  extract  from  the  Prime 
Minister's  speech,  in  which  the  Prime 
Minister  is  reported  to  have  said  that 
the  majority  in  Ireland  contains  all 
that  is  most  backward  in  the  popula- 
tion. The  right  hon.  Gentleman  takes 
that  phrase,  and  he  twists  it  round  until 
it  comes,  in  his  hands,  to  mean  that 
the  majority  in  Ireland  is  identical 
with  all  that  is  backward  in  Ireland. 
It  is  not  a  matter  of  attack  upon  any 
section  of  the  Irish  people ;  it  is  a 
question  of  fact.  Is  it  or  is  it  not 
true  that  in  the  majority  —  in  the 
political  majority  of  Ireland  —  are 
to  be  found  the  greater  part  of 
the  population,  of  whom,  by  any 
test  which  ordinarily  is  applied  to  such 
matters  would  be  described  as  the 
backward  part  of  it  ?  Now,  Sir,  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  himself  read  out 
an  extract  from  an  earlier  speech  of  Lord 
Salisbury,  in  which  he  expressed 
agreement,  in  which  he  distinctly 
implied  the  same  thing ;  because  in 
that  extract  from  his  earlier  speech 
Lord  Salisbury  pointed  out  that  though 
a  large  portion  of  the  people  of  Ireland 
are  undoubtedly  backward  it  is  not  to 
be  attributed  to  this  cause;  so  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  himself  does 
admit  that  a  large  portion  of  the 
majority  of  the  population  of  Ireland 
are  backward ;  and  I  think  that  he 
would  hardly  deny  that  amongst  the 
population  which  is  backward  the 
greater  number  would  be  found  to 
vote  for  the  principles  represented  by 
the  majority  of  the  Irish  Members  in 
this  House.  Now,  this  is  a  plain 
matter  of  fact,  and  it  is  a  matter  of 


fact  which  cannot  be  got  rid  of,  the  in> 

Eortance  of  which  cannot  be  over-rated, 
ecause  if  the  result  of  Home  Rule — 
God  forbid  that  I  should  follow  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  and  discuss  Home 
Rule  on  this  occasion — if  the  result  of 
Home  Rule  were  to  put  the  more 
prosperous  and  less  backward  part  of 
the  population  under  the  control  of  the 
less  prosperous  and  more  backward 
part  of  the  population,  and  if  the 
political  divisions  of  Ireland  happened 
to  coincide — as  they  do  not  coincide,  so 
far  as  I  know,  in  any  other  country  in 
the  world — with  the  divisions  of  which 
I  have  been  speaking,  the  result  would 
be,  or  might  be — we  think  it  would  be 
— that  the  prosperous,  advancing,  and 
progressive  minority  might  have  their 
interests  seriously  imperilled  by  the 
action  of  those  who,  as  a  matter  of 
fact,  are  less  prosperous  and  more 
backward.  Now,  Sir,  I  do  not  mention 
this  mere  matter  of  statistical  fact  in 
order  to  excite  or  embitter  feeling.  I 
mention  it  simply  to  correct  the  right 
hon.  Gentlemen's  rhetoric,  and  show 
that  in  alluding  to  it  the  Prime  Minister 
did  not  intend  to  embitter  controversy, 
or  to  insult  any  section  of  the  Irish 
people.  He  intended  to  bring  to  the 
notice  of  the  electors  of  this  country  a 
fact  which  they  are  too  often  apt  to 
forget,  and  it  is  that  there  is  such  a 
place  in  Ireland  as  Ulster,  and  that 
Ulster  is  not  a  place  whose  claims, 
whose  rights,  and  whose  future, 
ought  to  be  lightly  imperilled 
by  the  action  of  this  House.  With 
regard  to  what  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man has  said  about  embittering  reli- 
gious differences,  I  confess  that  my 
own  opinion  was  that  the  only  speech 
which  has  been  delivered  on  this 
subject  which  was  likely  to  embitter 
religious  differences  was  the  speech  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  himself.  He 
evidently  took  into  review  every  sen- 
tence of  Lord  Salisbury  which  could 
be  twisted,  perverted,  or  contorted  into 
an  attack  upon  those  who  profess  the 
Roman  Catholic  religion,  and  in  order 
that  he  might  himself  embitter  for 
Party  purposes  the  feelings  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  population  of  Ireland. 
For  my  own  part  I  can,  I  think,  safely 
say  that  never  in  all  the  controversies 
in  which  I  have  against  my  will  been 
compelled  to  take  part  on  the  Irish 
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question,  never  have  I  suggested  any- 
thing which  it  has  been  alleged  against 
me  could  be  turned    into    an   attack 
upon  the  Roman  Catholic  population 
of  Ireland,  as  such.     Nor  do  I  believe 
that  anything  that  ever  has  fallen  from 
the  Prime  Minister  is  capable  of    a 
similar  interpretation.      But    I  recol- 
lect   that    the     right    hon.     Gentle- 
man   the    Member    for    Midlothian, 
some  15  or  20  years  ago,  did  engage  in 
a  controversy  upon  the  Roman  Catholic 
question,  in  which  he  made  statements 
of  Roman  Catholics  as  such,  and  the 
impossibility  of  their  being  good  citi- 
zens, which  might  well  cause  offence, 
and  deep  offence,  in  the  mind  of  every 
Roman  Catholic.     But  I  do  not  believe 
that  a  single  word  can  be  attributed  to 
Lord  Salisbury  which  would  indicate 
that,   in   his  opinion,  because  a   man 
happened  to  be  a  Roman  Catholic  he 
either  |was,  or  was  likely  to  be,  a  less 
loyal  subject  or  a  less  good  subject  of 
these  realms.     Sir,  I  have  to  ask  whe- 
ther the  right  hon.   Gentleman  took 
any  precaution  that  a  speech  like  the 
one  he  has  just  made  would  be  delivered 
in  the  House  of  Lords,  where  it  could 
be  answered  by  the  person  whom  it 
chiefly  concerns.    I  presume  that  the 
leading  members    of    the    right   hon. 
Gentleman's  Party  met,  as  it  is  cus- 
tomary upon  these  occasions,  in  order 
to  discuss  what  line  was  to  be  taken  in 
the  Debate  on  the  Address.    I  presume, 
then,   that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
told    his    colleagues    that     he     pro- 
posed     devoting     three  -  fourths     of 
his  oration  to  an  attack  on  a  speech 
made  at  a  public  meeting  outside  the 
walls  of  Parliament  by  a  Peer  ;  and  I 
presume  that  the  Leader  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman's  Party  in  the  House 
of  Lords  immediately  said  to  him — 
"  You  have  a  perfect  right  to  do  what 
you  like  in  the  House  of  Commons ;  but 
clearly  the  most  appropriate  place  for 
this  attack  is  the  House   of    Lords. 
There  the  Prime  Minister  will  be  able 
to  explain  and  defend  his  action.     I 
will  repeat  to  the  best  of  my  ability 
your  point  if  you  will  allow  me,  and 
then  we  shall  know  exactly  what  it  is 
the  Prime  Minister  did  mean,  and  what 
is  the  policy  he  presented."     I  have  no 
information  from  the  other  House  as 
to  when  that  step  was  taken.     I  can 
only  regret  that  the  duty,  and  I  may 
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add  the  pleasure,  of  replying  to  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  has  fallen  into 
my  unworthy  hands,  and  that  he  could 
not    be    immediately  promoted  to  ft 
sphere  which    I    am  sure    he   would 
adorn,  in  order  that  he  might  have  at 
first  hand  a  reply  which    I  am   sure 
would  have  a  very  convincing  effect 
upon  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  and  ha 
friends.     As  to  the  concluding  obser- 
vations which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
made  about  the  causes  of  prosperity 
in  Ireland  and  the  mode  by  which  we 
think  the  Imperial    Parliament    may 
best  reach  the  goal  which  we  all  desire 
to  attain,  I  have  only  to  say  that  if  I 
believed,  as  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
here  believes,  that  in  the  policy  which 
he  has  advocated  lie  the  best  hopes  of 
public  security  and  personal  liberty,  I 
would  join  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
Party.     It  is  because  I    believe  just 
the  contrary ;  it  is  because  I   believe 
that  the  Whigs,  whose  memory  he  has 
revived  to-day,  would  have  thought  as 
we  think,  that  the  liberty  and  security 
of  the  individual  is  incomparably  safer 
under  the  aegis  of  the  Imperial  Parlia- 
ment than  they  could  be   under  the 
guardianship — if    guardianship   is  the 
word — of  a  Parliament  in  Dublin,  be 
the  safeguards  by  which  you  are  going  to 
secure  them  what  you  like.     It  is  be- 
cause I  believe  that  all  the  best  men  of 
all  parties  in  England  would  have  held 
that  view  that  I  myself  am  determined 
now,  and  always,   to  do   my  best  to 
resist  that  policy  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman   has   thought  fit,  without, 
so  far  as  I  see,  any  rhyme  or  reason, 
to  discuss  upon  the  present  occasioi. 
I  will  not  travel  further  upon  the  road 
which  he  has  pursued.    It  is  enough 
that  I  feel  myself  justified  in  concluding, 
from  the  silence  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  maintained,  both  upon  that 
part  of  the  Speech   which    refers    to 
foreign  affairs  and  upon  that  part  of  it 
which  refers  to  domestic  legislation, 
that,   so  far,  at  all  events,  on   these 
points,    he  sees    little    to  criticise  or 
blame  in  our  action.     I  think  that  is 
a  conclusion  which  I  am  warranted  in 
drawing  from  the  right  hon.   Gentle- 
man's   speech ;     and    that    being    so, 
it  is  not  necessary  for  me,  I   think, 
to     follow     him    further      into      the 
verv    controversial    matter    which   he 
could  not  restrain  himself  from  making 
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allusion  to  towards  the  latter  part  of 
his  address.     I  hope  I  may  take  the 
right  hon.    Gentleman's    observations 
upon  the  topics  really  raised  in  the 
Queen's  Speech  as  some  indication  that 
i    the  debate  on  the  Address  will  not  be 
of   a  very  prolonged  or    acrimonious 
>.    character,  and  that  it  is  not  on  this 
i    occasion  that  we  need  anticipate  any 
i    of  those  formal  debates  to  which  the 
i    Speech  from  the  Throne  has  occasion- 
i    ally  given  rise.     There  is  one  question 
I    "which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  put  to 
t     me ,  and  to  which  I  will  endeavour  to  give 
i    some  reply.     He  asked  me  whether  the 
r     Irish  Local  Government  Bill  would  be 
;     read  a  second  time  before  Easter.     It 
is  impossible  for  me  to  give  any  abso- 
lute pledge    upon    that  subject.     My 
hope  is  to  introduce  that  Bill  and  the 
other  leading  Bills  of  the  Government 
at  the  very  earliest  date,  so  as  to  give 
the    very  fullest    opportunity  to    the 
House  and  the  country  of  seeing  their 
provisions.      Then    I    hope    we    shall 
make  rapid  progress  with  the  Bill  of 
my  right  hon.  Friend  dealing  with  small 
holdings,  and  as  soon  as  that  Bill  is 
in  an  advanced  condition,  not  neces- 
sarily completed,  I  propose  to  read  the 
Irish  Local  Government  Bill  a  second 
time,   and  to  proceed  with  that  and 
other  measures.    The  Bill  will  be  intro- 
duced at  once,  immediately  this  debate 
is  over.     I  hope  that  assurance,  which 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  feel  is  as 
much  as  it  is  possible  for  me  to  give  on 
the  present  occasion,  will  satisfy  him 
and  satisfy  all  the   Members  of   the 
House. 

-(8.52.)  Mr.  SAMUEL  SMITH 
(Flintshire) :  I  rise  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  House  to  a  single  paragraph  in 
the  Speech  from  the  Throne,  namely, 
that  which  deals  with  the  re-introduc- 
tion of  the  Bill  for  improving  the  Legis- 
lative Councils  of  India.  I  congratulate 
the  Government  in  determining  to 
deal  with  this  important  question, 
which  is  very  well  understood  in  India 
but  very  little  understood  in  this  House 
or  in  this  country.  This  Indian 
Councils  Bill,  if  adequately  handled, 
will  mark  the  most  important  stage  in 
the  government  of  India  which  has  taken 
place  since  the  beginning  of  the  direct 
rule  of  the  Crown.  It  is  high  time  this 
Bill  should  be  seriously  dealt  with. 
Great  dissatisfaction  exists  in  India  at 


the  delay  which  has  taken  place,  and  I 
hope  the  Government  will  place  this 
Bill  in  the  front  rank  of  the  measures 
which  they  mean  to  pass  this  Session, 
and  will  give  us  an  opportunity  of 
considering  it  before  Easter.  But 
if  this  Bill  is  to  effect  the  pur- 
pose of  conciliation,  it  should  mark  a 
very  considerable  advance  on  the  pre- 
vious Bills  brought  in  by  the  Govern- 
ment. If  it  goes  no  further  than 
these,  I  venture  to  think  it  will 
altogether  fail  to  pacify  the  educated 
opinion  of  India,  or  to  have  that 
healthy  influence  which  we  all  hope  it 
will  ultimately  exert.  The  previous 
Bills  were  limited  to  the  extension  of 
the  Indian  Legislative  Council  by  in- 
creasing the  number  of  nominated 
members.  A  larger  number  of  native 
members  were  to  be  nominated  by  the 
respective  Governments.  Sir,  as  one 
in  close  contact  with  the  educated 
opinion  of  India,  and  fairly  acquainted 
with  the  progress  of  events  there,  I  am 
bound  to  say  that  unless  the  elective 
principle  is  in  some  way,  some  sub- 
stantial way,  introduced  into  this  Bill, 
it  will  altogether  fail  to  satisfy  the 
people,  or  fulfil  those  purposes  of 
better  government  which  we  all  hope  to 
bring  about.  What  India  needs  is 
some  authentic  means  of  expressing  its 
wishes  to  its  rulers,  and  to  get  an 
authentic  means  it  is  absolutely  ne- 
cessary that  we  should  concede  in 
some  form  the  principle  of  representa- 
tion. What  we  want  in  India  is 
independent  criticism  of  the  action  of 
the  Government  in  India.  All  Go- 
vernments are  better  for  being  criti- 
cised, and  most  of  all  despotic  and 
autocratic  Governments,  as  our  Go- 
vernment in  India  virtually  is.  It  is  im- 
possible to  get  this  criticism  merely  by 
means  of  nominated  members,  who  can- 
not adequately  represent  the  wishes  and 
demands  of  the  people.  No  measure 
would  tend  more  to  give  stability  to 
our  rule  in  India,  or  give  solidity  to 
our  Empire,  than  the  establishment  in 
India  of  a  measure  of  representative 
government.  There  are  in  India  nearly 
as  many  University  graduates  as  there 
are  in  England.  For  several  years 
great  representative  assemblies  have 
been  held  in  India,  under  the  name  of 
the  Indian  National  Congress.  Every 
one    who    has    read    the    proceedings 
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of  that  body  will  allow  that  for 
wisdom,  moderation,  and  loyalty, 
they  would  do  credit  to  this  Par- 
liament itself,  or  to  any  Legisla- 
tive Assembly  in  the  world.  Now, 
Sir,  this  National  Indian  Congress  is  a 
very  great  political  factor,  a  factor  of 
the  first  magnitude ;  it  cannot  be 
ignored.  It  has  raised  in  the  most 
moderate  and  constitutional  manner 
serious  demands,  and  the  principal  of 
these — it  may  be  said  to  lie  at  the  basis 
of  all  the  others — is  one  for  elective  re- 
presentation on  the  great  Councils  of 
India.  That  is  a  loyal  and  con- 
stitutional demand  which  we  must 
deal  with  sympathetically,  if  we  wish 
to  retain  the  goodwill  of  the  large 
body  of  the  people  of  India.  Unless 
we  do  so  we  are  preparing  for  ourselves 
a  time  of  trouble  in  India,  when 
seditious  agitation  may  take  the 
place  of  constitutional  action.  It 
would  be  immensely  better  to  meet 
the  natives  of  India  half  way. 
There  is  no  use  in  disguising  the  fact 
that  our  Government  of  India  is  a 
species  of  despotism,  as  was  plainly 
stated  last  Session  by  the  former  Under 
Secretary  (Sir  John  Gorst).  It  is  quite 
impossible  that  this  system  of  govern- 
ment can  continue  in  the  nineteenth 
century,  for  it  is  absolutely  out  of  har- 
mony with  those  principles  of  which  we 
are  so  proud  in  this  country,  and  which 
we  have  applied  to  all  our  colonial  de- 
pendencies, with  the  effect  of  making 
them  thoroughly  loyal.  I  admit  that  no 
one  would  think  of  placing  the  popula- 
tion of  India  on  the  same  footing  as  the 
people  of  Canada  or  Australia ;  but 
there  are  in  India  a  large  number  of 
educated  persons  who,  by  means  of 
electoral  machinery,  might  give  great 
help  in  the  government  of  the  country. 
I  am  not  proposing  anything  wild  or 
revolutionary,  but  only  what  Lord 
Dufferin  was  in  favour  of  before  he  left 
India.    He  declared  that — 

"  The  time  had  come  to  give  a  still  wider 
share  in  the  administration  of  Indian  public 
affairs  to  such  Indian  gentlemen  as  by  their 
influence  and  acquirements,  and  the  confidence 
they  had  inspired  in  their  fellow-countrymen, 
were  fitted  to  assist  in  the  government  of  the 
country.  Our  scheme  is  a  plan  for  the  en- 
largement of  Provincial  Councils,  and  the 
multiplication  of  their  functions  by  a  partial 
introduction  of  the  elective  principle ; " 

and  if  the  Bill  which  we  hope  to  see  in- 
Mr.  Samuel  Smith 


troduced  before  long  carries  out  this 
recommendation  of  one  of  the  able* 
Governor  Generals  we  have  ever  had  in 
India,  it  will  go  a  long  way  toward* 
satisfying  the  aspirations  of  the  Indian 
people.  The  burden  of  the  responsi- 
bility we  have  assumed  in  India  is 
almost  too  heavy  for  any  country  to 
bear.  We  have  constituted  ourselves 
as  a  kind  of  national  providence  over 
280,000,000  of  people,  and  it  is  to  oar 
real  interest  to  associate  with  ourselm 
a  body  of  competent  and  able  Indian 
gentlemen  who  will  share  with  us  this 
immense  responsibility.  I  wish  now 
to  allude  to  the  decisive  condemnation 
of  the  opium  trade  passed  by  this  House 
on  the  10th  of  April  last.  That  vote, 
I  believe,  truly  expresses  the  feelings  of 
the  British  people  with  regard  to  the 
whole  subject ;  for  none  can  doubt  that 
there  has  been  a  growing  feeling  of 
uneasiness  and  discomfort  in  the  con- 
science of  the  country  in  respect  of  the 
opium  trade.  The  agitation  is  bound 
to  go  on  until  a  totally  different  policy 
has  been  adopted.  My  hon.  Friend 
(Mr.  Curzon),  who  has  assumed  the  re- 
sponsibility of  representing  India  in  this 
House,  and  for  whom  I  have  nothing 
but  the  kindest  and  best  wishes,  will 
agree  with  me,  I  am  sure,  when  I  say 
that  there  is  no  chance  that  the  people 
of  this  country  will  change  the  view 
which  has  been  expressed  in  this  House 
upon  the  character  of  the  opium  traffic 
I  rejoice  to  hear  within  the  last  few 
days  that  the  Indian  Government  has 
promulgated,  or  is  about  to  promulgate, 
a  prohibition  of  all  opium  smoking 
dens,  and  we  shall  look  upon  that  as  a 
great  victory  in  the  cause  of  righteous* 
ness.  It  is  a  great  gain,  but  it  falls  far 
short  of  all  that  is  expected  from  the 
Government  of  India,  and  only  touches 
the  fringe  of  the  subject.  It  will  help 
some  of  the  people  of  India ;  but  what 
will  it  do  to  protect  the  multitudes  of 
Chinese?  There  is  only  one  way  of 
dealing  with  the  opium  traffic  that  will 
satisfy  the  people  of  this  country,  and 
that  is  its  abolition,  so  far  as  the  power 
of  the  law  will  allow.  I  admit  that  this 
seems  hardly  possible  to  do  at  once,  and 
I  do  not  wish  to  press  the  Government 
for  any  hasty  decision  on  the  subject. 
I  am  aware  that  India  is  a  miserably 
poor  country,  and  is  heavily  taxed  upon 
that  necessary  of  life — salt — by  a  duty 
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equal  to  1,600  per  cent,  upon  its  prime 
cost ;  and  I  am  also  aware  that  India 
is  not  able  to  bear  the  loss  of  the 
revenue  it  at  present  draws  from  the 
opium  trade,  nor  would  I  advocate 
that  we  should  throw  upon  India  so 
huge  a  financial  deficit.  If  we  are  to 
tackle  this  opium  question  in  a  broad 
and  statesmanlike  way,  looking  to  its 
ultimate  abolition,  this  country  must  be 
prepared  to  give  temporary  aid  to  India, 
and  to  make  some  sacrifice  itself.  lam 
opposed  to  saddling  the  cost  of  the 
abolition  of  this  traffic  upon  the  poor, 
half-starved  millions  of  India,  and  I 
trust  the  Government  will  before  long 
be  able  to  make  some  comprehensive 
statement  dealing  with  the  whole  ques- 
tion of  the  opium  trade.  Before  sitting 
down  I  wish  to  say  that  I  hope  this  ex- 
piring Session  of  a  long  Parliament  may 
not  be  wasted  in  Party  strife,  but  will  be 
devoted  to  measures  of  lasting  benefit 
to  the  people  of  this  country. 

(9.10.)  Colonel  EYRE  (Lincoln- 
shire, Gainsborough  Division) :  We 
have  been  engaged  this  evening  in  ex- 
pressing our  sympathy  with  Her  Majesty 
and  the  Royal  Family  in  their  recent 
bereavement,  and  I  should  like  to  ex- 
tend that  expression  of  sympathy  to  all 
those  sorts  and  conditions  of  men  who 
form  the  poorer  classes  in  this  country, 
and  suffer  as  much  as  other  classes,  but 
have  no  means  of  participating  in  an 
expression  of  national  sympathy,  except 
through  the  House  of  Commons.  I 
refer  to  those  whose  advent  to,  and 
exit  from,  this  world  is  perhaps 
known  only  to  the  Registrar  of  the 
district;  but  I  feel  that  I  am  ex- 
pressing the  feeling  of  the  whole  House 
in  making  this  allusion.  In  regard  to 
the  most  Gracious  Speech  from  the 
Throne,  I  find  the  stereotyped  expres- 
sion that  we  are  at  peace  with  all  the 
world.  It  has  become  so  common 
within  the  last  few  years  that  we  look 
for  it  as  a  matter  of  annual  certainty ; 
but  perhaps  we  do  not  realize  how 
difficult  has  been  the  position  of  the 
Foreign  Office  during  the  last  few  years. 
We  see  Europe  one  armed  camp. 
From  the  north  of  Russia  to  the  south 
of  Italy  every  man  either  is,  or  has 
been,  a  soldier.  All  the  laboratories  in 
Europe  are  devoting  their  time  to  the 
elaboration  of  methods  of  destruction 
of  human  life ;  yet,  by  some  powerful 


hand,  these  nations  have  been  pre- 
vented from  flying  at  each  other's- 
throats.  We  may  congratulate  our- 
selves that  the  gates  of  the  Temple  of 
Janus  are  still  closed,  and  that  the  dogs- 
of  war  are  not  yet  let  loose  upon  the 
Continent.  In  olden  times,  Sovereigns- 
used  to  consult  their  augurs  as  to  the 
probabilities  of  the  future.  In  these 
more  prosaic  days  we  consult  the 
Money  Market ;  and,  looking  to  that* 
I  think  we  may  anticipate  a  time  of 
prolonged  peace.  But  I  attribute  a 
great  deal  of  this  peace  to  the  position 
our  country  has  taken  up  during  the 
last  few  years.  Being  a  great  com- 
mercial nation,  representing  three- 
fifths  of  the  carrying  power  of  the 
whole  world,  the  Government  have 
recognised  the  necessity  for  protecting. 
its  waterways  through  which  the  trade 
and  commerce  of  this  country  comes ;. 
and  I  believe  that  in  increasing  the 
strength  of  our  Navy  we  have  in- 
creased the  security  of  our  national 
trade,  and  tended  enormously  to  secure 
the  peace  of  the  world.  I  am  glad  to> 
find  that  the  Government  are  going  to 
introduce  a  Local  Government  Bill  for 
Ireland,  and  I  can  only  trust  that  it 
will  be  framed  in  the  same  generous, 
spirit  as  the  English  Local  Govern- 
ment Bill.  But  I  feel  that  it  is  the 
exceptionally  prosperous  and  peace- 
able condition  of  Ireland  at  the  present 
time  which  enables  the  Government  to 
bring  forward  this  Bill,  and  I  hope  the 
result  of  its  introduction  will  be  to« 
secure  still  more  the  prosperity  of  that 
country.  From  the  gracious  Speech  of 
Her  Majesty  I  find  that  the  Govern- 
ment intend  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to 
increase  the  discipline  of  the  Estab- 
lished Church  in  dealing  with  moral 
offences ;  but  I  wish  the  discipline  to 
be  extended  still  further,  for  my  ex- 
perience teaches  me  that  in  the  Church 
of  England  there  is  not  that  order  that, 
should  be  maintained.  In  the  Army 
and  Navy,  discipline  is  very  strict,  ana 
disobedience  to  orders  is  visited  as  it- 
should  be ;  and  I  think  some  method 
should  be  adopted  by  means  of  which,, 
in  cases  where  the  ministers  in  charge 
of  parishes  neglect  to  perform  their 
duties  in  a  proper  and  satisfactory 
manner,  the  Bishop  should  be  able  U> 
interfere  and  bring  them  to  a  sense  of 
duty  without  incurring  the  enormous 
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expense  which  at  present  such  pro- 
ceedings involve.  I  trust  that  all  the 
Bills  mentioned  in  this  gracious  Speech 
from  the  Throne  will  receive  the  assent 
of  the  House,  for  I  find  they  are  all  in 
the  interest  and  for  the  benefit  of  the 
nation. 

*Mr.  SCHWANN  (Manchester,  North 
Division) :    I   should  not  have  taken 
part  in  this  debate  had  not  the  hon. 
Member  below  me  referred  to  the  sub- 
ject of  India ;  but  I  should  like  to  say 
a  few  words  on  that  subject.     I  was 
glad  to  notice  in  the  Queen's  Speech  a 
reference  to  bringing  in    the    Indian 
Councils  Bill :    that   I   am    sure  will 
be  considered  as  a  sign  of  interest  in 
their  affairs  by  the  280,000,000  of  our 
fellow-subjects  in  India.     Of  course,  it 
will  depend  upon  what  that  Bill  con- 
tains whether  it  meets  the  wishes  of 
those  on  this  side  of  the  House,  who 
have  interested  themselves  in  the  wel- 
fare of  the  Indian  people.     The  Bill  of 
last  Session  was  produced  only  to  be 
withdrawn,  and  we  trust  the  Govern- 
ment have  not  the  same  intention  of 
strangling  their  bantling  this  year,  and 
that  it  will  contain,  in   some   decided 
shape,    the    elective    principle.      The 
members  of  the  Indian  National  Con- 
gress   do  not  wish  to  dogmatise  by 
proposing  the  exact  method  in  which 
representation  should  be  provided  for, 
and  leave  that  to  the  Viceroy  and  the 
Viceregal  Council;  but  if  the  Bill  is 
to  be  at  all  commensurate  to  the  aspi- 
rations of  the  Indian   people  it  must 
contain    the    representative  principle. 
In  the  Queen's  Speech  no  mention  is 
made  of  the  intended  abolition  of  the 
paddy  or  rice  tax  in  Ceylon,  yet  from 
the  attitude  taken  by  the  Government 
last  year  it  was  clear  they  were  con- 
vinced that  the  paddy  tax  ought  to  be 
abolished.     It  was  then   shown   that 
the  Governor  of  Ceylon  favoured  the 
abolition  of  this  tax,  which  is  imposed 
on  the  rice  fields   in  which  rice,  the 
first  necessity,  as  far  as  food  is  con- 
teemed,  of     the    Cingalese    people,  is 
.grown,   and  I  believe  Her  Majesty's 
Government  intended  to  remove  it ;  but 
I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  what  are  their 
intentions,  as  whilst  the  fields  which 
produce  rice  are  taxed   the  lands   on 
which  tea,  coffee,  cocoa-nuts  and  other 
valuable    crops    are    raised,    are   free 
from  taxation.    I  am  glad  to  see  the 
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principle  of  arbitration  laid  dom 
for  approval  with  reference  to  the 
Fisheries  Question;  yet  although  to 
all  approve  of  the  action  ox  th* 
Government  in  letting  that  knotty 
question  be  laid  before  arbitrators,  nt 
shall  be  glad  to  see  the  whole  question 
of  arbitration  taken  up  by  H« 
Majesty's  Ministers.  The  Government 
of  the  United  States  has  expressed  its 
approval  of  that  principle,  and  then 
is  no  doubt  that  any  advances  made 
by  Her  Majesty's  Government  to  the 
United  States  Government  would  meet 
with  cordial  consideration,  and  that  % 
noble  example  might  be  set  which 
would  be  followed  by  other  nations. 
The  working  men  of  England  are 
becoming  convinced  that  arbitration 
is  one  of  the  means  by  which  oar 
commerce  may  be  stimulated. 

(9.25.)  The  UNDEE  SECRETABT 
op  STATE  for  INDIA  (Mr.  Cubzon, 
Lancashire,  Southport) :  I  can  assure  the 
hon.  Member  that  there  is  every  desire 
to  push  forward  the  Bill  to  which  he 
has  referred  at  an  early  date,  and  to 
carry  it  into  law,  and  that  intention  is 
indicated  by  the  position  that  it  now  for 
the  first  time  assumes.  It  will  be  intro- 
duced by  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India 
in  the  House  of  Lords  on  the  earliest 
possible  opportunity,  and  there  is  no 
reason  why  it  should  not  come  down 
to  this  House  at  a  comparatively  early 
date.  I  share  the  hon.  Member's  de- 
sire that  we  may  secure  an  early 
second  reading  of  the  Bill.  I  think  I 
should  be  unwise — and  I  am  not  cer- 
tain that  I  should  be  in  order — if  I 
were  on  this  occasion  to  follow  the 
hon.  Member  into  a  discussion  on  the 
provisions  of  the  Bill,  which  it  will  fall 
to  my  lot  to  introduce;  and  I  will 
merely  say  that  if  it  does  not  satisfy 
the  expectations  of  the  hon.  Member  in 
all  respects,  it,  at  any  rate,  is,  from  our 
point  of  view,  an  attempt  to  deal 
seriously  with  the  question,  and  I  hope 
we  may  receive  his  assistance  with  re- 
gard to  it.  The  other  matter  to  which  the 
hon.  Member  alluded  was  the  opium 
question ;  but  here,  again,  I  must  not 
follow  him  in  his  observations  upon  the 
general  policy  of  the  Government  of 
India,  for  they  were  hardly  germane  to 
a  discussion  of  the  Queen's  Speech.  I 
will  only  say,  therefore,  that  I  have 
laid  this  afternoon  upon  the  Table,  and 
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it  will  be  shortly  in  the  hands  of  hon. 
Members,  a  despatch  from  the  Govern- 
ment of  India  dealing  with  this  ques- 
tion, and  relating  to  the  representations 
of  the  Secretary  of  State  on  the  subject. 
That  despatch  will  in  one  particular, 
the  importance  of  which  I  am  glad  to 
find  admitted  by  the  hon.  Member, 
fulfil  the  expectations  indulged  in  by 
him ;  and  even  if  it  does  not  meet  with 
the  entire  approval  of  those  who  take 
more  extreme  views  than  the  Govern- 
ment of  India  can  espouse,  it  will  still 
mark  the  development  on  the  part  of 
the  Government  of  India  of  that  policy 
of  curtailment  and  restriction  of  the 
opium  traffic,  to  which,  from  this  bench, 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  gave  expression  last  year.  With 
regard  to  the  question  of  the  paddy  tax, 
I  would  suggest  that  the  hon.  Member 
should  put  the  question  he  desires  to 
be  answered  upon  the  Paper. 

*(9.30.)  Sir  CHARLES  RUSSELL 
(Hackney,  S.) :  I  would  ask  permission 
of  the  House  for  a  brief  period  to 
make  some  answer  to  the  speech  de- 
livered by  the  Leader  of  the  House. 
He  has  complained  of  the  admirable 
speech  delivered  by  my  right  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Derby,  that 
that  right  hon.  Gentleman  discussed  an 
ex-Parliamentary  speech  of  the  Prime 
Minister.  He  seemed  to  suggest  that 
that  was  not  proper  Parliamentary 
usage  in  a  discussion  on  the  Queen's 
Speech.  I  submit  that  the  course  he 
took  is  amply  justified  by  precedent, 
and  that  nothing — in  view  of  the  legis- 
lative programme  of  the  Government, 
one  of  whose  principal  measures  is  the 
question  of  Local  Government  for  Ire- 
land— can  be  more  fair  than  the  dis- 
cussion of  the  pronouncements  of  the 
Government  out  of  Parliament  on  topics 
germane  to  that  programme.  It  is  of 
consequence  to  know  whether  the  Local 
Government  is  to  proceed  on  broad 
and  generous  lines  in  reference  to 
the  Irish  people,  even  if  it  fall  short 
of  the  point  of  the  creation  of  a 
legislative  body,  which  the  right 
hon.  Member  for  West  Birmingham 
approves;  whether  it  is  to  be  a  dis- 
torted, confined,  contracted  measure 
as  defined  in  the  ex  -  Parliamentary 
speeches  of  such  Members  as  the  hon. 
Member  for  South  Tyrone  and  other 
Members  for  Ulster  sitting  on  that 
side  of  the  House.     The  right  hon. 


Gentleman  the  Leader  of  the  House 
says  he  has  not  in  his  mind  very 
clearly,  and  he  has  not  read  very 
earnestly  and  closely,  the  speech  of  the 
Prime  Minister.  That  was  convenient,, 
for  it  enabled  him  to  give  a  gloss,  to 
suggest  a  gloss,  on  that  speech  which 
makes  it  entirely  different  from  what  it 
really  was.  What  does  he  suggest 
would  be  the  effect  of  that  speech? 
That  Lord  Salisbury  at  Exeter  hardly 
did  more  than  point  out  to  the 
people  of  Exeter  that  there  was  a  place 
in  Ireland  called  Ulster.  It  speaks, 
rather  strongly  of  the  view  Lord 
Salisbury  took  of  the  intelligence  of  his- 
Exeter  audience,  if  it  was  necessary  to 
point  out  that  fact.  What  are  the 
consequences  that  follow  from  this 
statement  of  the  Leader  of  the  House  ? 
When  Lord  Salisbury  talked  of  the 
minority  in  Ireland  as  being  that  por- 
tion of  the  country  which  contained 
all  that  was  progressive  and  enlightened, 
he  meant  that  that  was  Ulster.  Let 
us  follow  this  to  a  conclusion. 
According  to  Lord  Salisbury  Ulster  con- 
tains all  the  light,  all  that  is  progres- 
sive, all  that  is  not  priest-ridden  in 
Ireland,  f"  No,  no  !"]  I  am  glad  the 
hon.  Gentleman  does  not  agree  with 
that ;  but  I  am  quoting  the  Leader  of 
the  House.  Yet  Ulster  returns  to  this 
House — that  which  contains  all  the. 
progression  and  enlightenment  —  a 
majority  of  Nationalist  Members.  This, 
is  in  the  speech  of  Lord  Salisbury,  as 
I  read  it : — He  divides  Ireland  into  two 
parts,  and  the  division  is  not  geographi- 
cal ;  it  is  religious.  They  are  divisions 
into  Catholic  Ireland  and  Protestant 
Ireland,  and  to  the  first  of  these 
divisions  he  attributes  want  of  enlighten- 
ment, and  the  absence  of  all  the 
elements  of  progress  and  civilisation  ; 
to  the  second  he  attributes  all  the 
civic  virtues.  The  first  of  these  divi- 
sions he  denounces  as  the  tradi- 
tional enemies  of  England ;  for  the 
second  he  claims  the  exclusive  posses- 
sion of  that  much  desired  and  much 
misunderstood  quality  of  loyalty.  That 
was  the  division  which  Lord  Salisbury 
emphatically  made.  I  repeat,  it  is  con- 
venient that  the  Leader  of  the  House 
has  not  had  an  opportunity  of  reading 
that  speech  at  length,  or  oi  having  any 
very  clear  recollection  of  what  its  con- 
tents were.  We,  on  this  side  of  the 
House,  rejoice  when  the  Prime  Minister 
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does  speak  in  public.  Lord  Salisbury, 
with  all  his  great  ability  and  the 
charms  of  his  eloquence,  is  never  any- 
thing in  public  if  not  contemptuous.  If 
he  has  to  deal  with  a  question  affecting 
India  there  is  a  suggestion  of  the 
black  man ;  if  with  the  question  of 
Parish  Councils  there  is  the  suggestion 
that  a  circus  would  be  much  more  on 
their  lines.  If  he  refers  to  Irishmen, 
the  "Hottentot "  comparison  rises  to  his 
lips.  On  this  occasion  he  has  denounced 
that  division  of  the  Irish  people  which  he 
calls  the  unprogressive  and  unenlight- 
ened one,  as  the  Catholic  section.  Does 
it  occur  to  the  supporters  of  the  noble 
Lord,  if  it  be  true  that  the  majority  of 
the  Irish  people  are  not  enlightened, 
are  not  civilized,  have  not  the  prin- 
ciples or  elements  of  progress  amongst 
them,  does  it  occur  to  the  supporters 
of  the  noble  Lord  what  a  sad,  what  a 
severe  commentary  it  is  on  the  Govern- 
ment of  Ireland  by  the  English  people  ? 
There  have  been  verv  nearly  a  hundred 
years  of  English  rule,  and  yet  at  the 
end  of  it  the  Prime  Minister  is  able  to 
say  no  more  than  this  of  its  results ! 
One  is  almost  inclined  to  believe,  as 
has  been  suggested,  that  after  all  Lord 
Salisbury  is  an  earnest  Home  Ruler  in 
disguise,  and  that  he  takes  this  cynical 
way  of  pointing  out  the  results  of  past 
English  misgovernment  in  Ireland  in 
order  to  bring  home  to  the  comprehen- 
sion of  the  English  people  the  vice  and 
failure  of  their  system.  Yet  it  is  to 
the  majority  of  these  people  so  de- 
nounced on  whom  he  proposes  to 
confer  the  boon  of  Local  Government, 
on  the  same  lines,  according  to  the 
Mover  and  Seconder  of  the  Address,  on 
the  same  principles  on  which  that 
Local  Government  is  extended  to 
England  and  Scotland.  I  ask,  at  the 
outset,  Is  it  wise,  is  it  statesmanlike, 
that  such  utterances  should  proceed 
from  the  mouth  of  the  head  of  the 
Government,  practically,  of  this  great 
Empire ;  an  Empire  in  which  in  many 
parts  the  Catholic  population  forms  a 
very  important  portion  ?  Is  it  wise,  is 
it  just  to  the  Catholics  of  the  Empire, 
to  the  Catholic  Members  of  your  Civil 
Service  at  home  and  abroad,  to  the 
Catholics  who  are  amongst  your  diplo- 
matists, amongst  your  representatives 
as  Consuls,  who  have  served  in  large 
numbers  as  your  sailors  and  soldiers — 
is  it  wise  and  jjist  to  them  that  suoh  a 
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division  should  be  made  ?  Is  it  just  to 
that  large  body  of  Catholic  servants  of 
the  Crown  and  Empire,  faithful  servants 
who  in  the  days  of  danger  and  battle 
have  not  proved  cowards  or  unfaithful? 
As  a  Catholic  and  as  an  Irishman  I 
take  as  an  insult  the  attack  which 
the  Prime  Minister  made,  and  that  for 
the  poor  purpose  of  attracting  the 
cheers  of  the  groundlings,  or  for  the 
wider  purpose  of  influencing  a  Party 
vote.  The  Prime  Minister  further 
said  that  the  majority  were  always 
the  enemies  of  England,  and  he  goes 
back  to  the  story  of  the  assistance  that 
was  given  to  Spain,  to  France,  and  to 
America.  Was  that  statesmanlike, 
was  it  just  ?  What  says  an  historian, 
whose  authority  will  be  received  by 
hon.  and  right  hon.  Gentlemen  oppo- 
site? Speaking  of  that  very  Spanish 
epoch,  Mr.  Froude  says — 

"  It  cannot  be  said  that  England  deserved  to 
keep  a  country  (that  is  Ireland)  which  it  mis- 
managed so  disastrously.  The  Irish  were  not 
to  be  blamed  if  they  looked  to  the  Pope,  to 
Spain,  to  France,  or  to  any  other  power  in 
Heaven  or  in  earth  to  deliver  them  from  the 
Government  which  discharged  no  single  duty 
that  rulers  owe  to  subjects. 

That  was  in  reference  to  1570,  the 
epoch  referred  to  by  Lord  Salisbury. 
He  then  refers  to  the  assistance  given 
to  France,  to  the  fact  that  Irish 
soldiers  had  fought  in  the  French 
ranks.  The  fact  is  true,  but  so  is  the 
fact  that  these  soldiers,  gallant  men,  at 
the  time  they  were  fighting  under  the 
banner  of  France  had  been  expelled 
from  Ireland  under  the  oppression  of 
penal  laws,  which  drove  them  from  a 
country  in  which  they  were  denied 
the  rights  of  citizenship.  Lastly,  he 
refers  to  America,  but  surely  this 
was  the  gravest  mistake  of  all?  In 
the  discussion,  by  Lord  Salisbury,  of 
Home  Rule,  to  introduce  the  case  of 
America,  of  the  fight  of  the  American 
Colonies  for  independence,  and  to 
blame  the  Irish  for  taking  part  in  the 
assertion  of  American  rights,  could 
any  blunder  be  greater  in  any  discussion 
of  Home  Rule?  What  was  the  story 
of  the  policy  of  the  Home  Government  of 
that  day,  the  stupid  policy,  which 
wrested  from  the  English  Crown  and 
Empire  those  Colonies  which  might 
have  long  remained  under  her  sway 
if  there  had  been  conceded  to  them  by 
the  Home  Government,  what  they  had 
a  right    to,  self-government   in    their 
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own  land  in  matters  relating  to  their 
'/•own  affairs.     Yes,  the  Irish  did  lend 
%  Assistance,  and  they  are  not  ashamed 
'of  it.     They  are  proud  of  it,  and  my 
'only  regret  is  that  I  cannot  claim  for 
8  the    Catholic  people    of  Ireland   any 
1  important  share  in  that  effort.     It  was 
1  not  the  Catholic  people  of  Ireland  who 
i  rendered  important  assistance  in  the 
^assertion  of  national  right  on  the  part 
of  the  American  people  to  deal,  in  their 
own  land,  by  the  voice  of  their  own 
people,   in   matters  of  their  own  con- 
oern.     It  was  the  tenants — the  evicted 
tenants — of  Ulster,  the  sturdy  Presby- 
terians and  Protestants  of  Ulster,  who 
-were    the    men    who    fought    in    the 
American  ranks.      Lord    Salisbury  is 
not    content  with    this ;     he   charges 
.generally  against  the  Catholic  people 
•of  Ireland,  because  these  are  the  two 
^divisions  he  makes;   not  the  division 
of  Lord  Robert  Cecil,  who,  speaking  in 
1865,   drew  no   religious  distinctions, 
but   drew   a   distinction   between    the 
-class  of    those    who  were    distressed 
and  those  not  distressed ;   he  charges 
the  Catholic  people  generally  with  dis- 
loyalty ;  he  is  historically  incorrect.     I 
am  not  going  away  from  facts,  as  Lord 
Salisbury  did,  to  the  sixteenth  century, 
but  to  take  the  fight  between  James 
.and   William.      The   Irish  fought  for 
James,  and  he  was  de  facto  the  lawful 
Sovereign.     They  fought  for  him,  not 
because  he  was  James,  but  because  he 
was  the  representative  as  they  believed 
of  their  own  civil  and  religious  rights.    I 
see  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  in 
his  place,  and  have  no   doubt    he   is 
acquainted'  with  his  own  genealogical 
tree ;  and  I  believe  I  am  right  when  I 
say    that    one    of    the   men  who  led 
the   attacking  forces  at    the  siege  of 
Deny  was  one  of  the  ancestors  of  that 
important    ducal     house.     Now,    Sir, 
what  is  the  fact  ?    From  the  time  of 
the  violated  Treaty  of  Limerick  of  1691, 
when  that  solemn  promise  was  made  of 
the  concession  of  civil  and  religious  rights 
to  the  Irish  people,  till  1782  there  was 
no  political   rising  in  Ireland   at  all. 
There  were  in  England  and  in  Scotland, 
and  I  do  not  think  the  Scotch  people 
of  1715  or  1745,  or  any  hon.  Members 
who   are  descended    from    them,    are 
-ashamed  of  the  part  their  ancestors  took 
on  these  occasions;  and  when  in  1782 
there  was  something  like  a    military 
rising  in  Ireland,  who  were  the  leaders 


of  it?  A  Protestant — Lord  Charlemont. 
In  1798 — for  I  am  passing  over  these 
rapidly — who  were  the  leaders  ?  Pro- 
testants— Lord  Edward  Fitzgerald, 
McCrackan,  Joy,  and  the  Shearses, 
names  familiar  to  the  hon.  Member  for 
Belfast,  and  still  held  in  honour  in  Ulster. 
In  1803  another  Protestant,  Robert 
Emmet.  And  when,  in  1848,  the  agita- 
tion for  repeal  left  the  strictly  constitu- 
tional platform,  who  were  the  men  to 
the  front  in  the  attempt  to  redress  by 
arms  the  grievances  of  their  country  ? 
They  were  the  Protestant  Smith 
O'Brien,  and  the  Ulster  Presbyterian 
John  Mitchell.  There  is  no  doubt  many 
Catholics  joined  them — amongst  others 
the  Sir  Charles  Gavan  Duffy  of  to-day. 
Why  do  I  mention  these  things  ?  Is  it 
to  suggest  that  there  is  any  shame  or  dis- 
honour in  these  men  for  the  part  they 
took  ?  Far  from  it !  All  credit  to  them  ! 
What  I  regret  is  that  there  were  so  few 
Catholics  to  the  front.  The  truth  wa$ 
that  the  steel  of  persecution  had  entered 
their  souls,  for  if  ever  rebellious  move- 
ments were  justified,  they  were  justified 
by  the  state  of  things  in  those  days. 
The  speech  of  Lord  Robert  Cecil  in  1865 
has  been  referred  to  by  my  right  hon. 
Friend.  That  speech,  dispassionate  in 
tone,  pointed  out  no  racial  or  religious 
division,  but  a  division  into  two  classes, 
one  fairly  prosperous,  and  the  other, 
the  larger,  in  great  distress,  and  he 
points  out  that  that  condition  of  things 
is  not  to  be  attributed  to  race,  or 
religion,  or  the  teaching  of  demagogues, 
but  was  to  be  traced  to  the  government 
by  England.  Since  those  days  much 
has  been  done,  and  what  has  been  done, 
speaking  of  its  broad  outlines,  has  been 
done  in  spite  of  the  policy  supported  by 
hon.  and  right  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite. 
Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  spoken  with  some 
warmth,  because  I  confess  I  felt  some 
indignation.  Protestants  have  most 
usually  condemned  Catholic  teaching, 
not  because  it  promoted  rebellion,  but 
because  it  enjoined  in  the  interests 
of  peace  and  order  a  submis- 
sive obedience,  which  was  sometimes 
called  a  too  servile  loyalty.  But 
Catholic  loyalty  in  its  true  sense  is  not 
a  mere  political  sentiment ;  it  is  a 
moral  duty.  When  all  is  said  and 
done,  who  is  there  that  will  deny  that 
the  best  and  surest  foundation  of  all 
loyalty  is  a  sense  of  confidence  in  the 
people  that  Government    is  to    them 
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not  a  source  of  worry  but  of  protec- 
tion, that  they  are  living,  as  they 
believe  and  feel,  under  the  protection  of 
just  laws  justly  administered.  It  is  a 
truth,  which  the  history  of  the  world 
proclaims,  that  wherever  disloyalty 
exists  it  exists  because  the  Govern- 
ment against  which  the  feeling  exists 
is  not  a  just,  is  not  a  protective  one, 
and  does  not  give  to  the  people  the 
sense  of  security.  If  the  position  of 
these  two  islands  were  changed,  and 
instead  of  Ireland  being  mainly 
Catholic  it  were  mainly  Protestant, 
and  instead  of  England  being  mainly 
Protestant  it  were  mainly  Catholic, 
and  if  from  Catholic  England  you  sent 
Catholics  to  administer  the  Govern- 
ment of  Protestant  Ireland,  thus 
placing  the  majority  of  the  country  in 
a  position  of  inferiority  to  the  minority, 
and  reversing  the  universal  rule  by 
treating  the  majority  and  their  views 
as  not  worthy  of  acceptance  in  the 
government  of  their  country,  I  wonder 
how  long  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite 
would  have  been  content  with  these 
ineffectual  efforts  to  obtain  their  rights. 
The  spirits  of  such  men  as  my  amiable 
Friend  opposite  (Mr.  Johnston) 
would  have  risen  against  such  a  state 
of  things.  And  who  is  there  in  the 
class  to  which  he  belongs  who  would 
not  have  struggled  constitutionally  and 
unconstitutionallv  till  thev  had  secured 
the  rational  right  of  self-government  in 
their  own  affairs?  Mr.  Speaker,  the 
language  which  Lord  Salisbury  has 
uttered  would  have  been  a  mistake  in  any 
man,  a  mistake  in  any  politician,  and  it 
is  not  too  strong  to  say  it  is  a  shame 
and  disgrace  in  a  Prime  Minister. 

*(10.0.)  Mr.  JAMES  LOWTHER 
(Thanet  Division  of  Kent)  :  The  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  who  has  just 
sat  down  has  opened  up  a  phase  of  the 

discussion  which  is  very  tempting ;  but 
I  feel  bound  to  refrain  from  it  on  the 
present  occasion,  because  I  think  it  is 
generally  understood  that  we  shall  have 
more  than  one  opportunity  of  discussing 
Irish  affairs  before  the  debate  is  ended. 
My  object  in  asking  the  indulgence  of 
the  House  for  a  few  minutes  is  with  a 
view  of  bringing  before  it  and  before 
Her  Majesty's  Government  another 
and  very  important  subject.  I  desire 
to  move  as  an  Amendment  the  fol- 
lowing addition  to  the  Address  : — 
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"  But,  while  glad  to  learn  that  your  kV 
jesty's  relations  with  Foreign  Powera  er 
tinue  friendly,  this  House  deplores  the  let 
tion  in  certain  Treaties  with  Foreign  State 
of  provisions  which  operate  in  restraint  si 
the  establishment  of  preferential  tnffiej 
relations  amongst  the  several  portions  of  He* 
Majesty's  Empire,  and  humbly  urges  the  em) 
termination  of  such  provisions  in  accordaatt 
with  the  prayer  contained  in  the  Address  to 
your  Majesty  from  the  Senate  and  House  a! 
Commons  of  the  Dominion  of  Canada,  sss- 
ported  by  the  representatives  in  this  coo'~ 
of  other  self-governing  Colonies." 

I  think  I  should  be  unnecessarily  de- 
taining the  House  if  I  were  to  enter 
upon  any  lengthened  explanation  as  to 
the  reasons  which  induced  me  to  bring 
forward  this  question.  The  remark 
contained  in  the  Amendment,  to  the 
effect  that  the  two  Houses  of  the 
Canadian  Legislature  have  addressed  i 
prayer  to  the  Crown  for  the  abrogation 
of  the  Treaties  in  question,  is,  I  think, 
ample  reason  why  not  one  moment 
should  be  lost  in  bringing  this  matter 
under  the  notice  of  the  Imperial  Pari 
ment.  In  fact,  if  I  have  any  expression 
of  regret  to  make  on  the  subject,  it 
would  be  of  regret  and  surprise  that  fc 
matter  is  left  to  a  private  Member  to 
bring  forward  which  should  rather  have 
been  introduced  to  the  notice  of  the 
House  by  Her  Majesty's  Ministers 
themselves.  The  Treaties  to  which  I 
refer  are  the  Treaties  entered  into  be- 
tween this  country  and  Belgium  in 
1862  and  that  entered  into  with  Ger- 
many in  1865,  and  which,  when  com- 
bined with  what  are  known  as  "  fa- 
voured nation  clauses  "  in  other  Treaties 
in  operation  with  other  countries,  ex- 
tend the  provisions  of  the  Belgian  and 
German  Treaties  to  all  other  countries 
with  which  we  have  commercial  en- 
gagements. These  Treaties  especially 
prevented  any  arrangement  for  prfr 
ferential  treatment  being  entered  into 
for  commercial  purposes  between  the 
mother  country  and  her  colonies.  By 
the  action  of  the  Government  some 
30  years  ago  in  entering  into  these 
Treaties  with  Foreign  Powers  the  free- 
dom of  the  mother  country  to  enter 
into  such  commercial  relations  with 
her  colonies  as  might  be  for  their 
mutual  benefit  has  been  fettered. 
If  these  Treaties  are  to  be  maintained, 
I  do  not  think  that  the  connection 
between  England  and  her  Colonies 
would  be  worth  many  years'  purchase, 
for  this  is  the  only  Empire  that  has 
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given  foreigners  the  right  to  interfere 
in  its  own  private  and  domestic  con- 
perns.  The  fact  that  the  Address  to 
the  Grown,  which  I  have  already 
alluded  to,  praying  for  the  abrogation 
of  the  Treaties,  was  passed  by  both 
Houses  of  the  Canadian  Legislature, 
would,  under  any  circumstances,  possess 
great  weight  with  this  House ;  but 
when  I  Mention  the  fact  that  in  each 
Chamber  this  Address  was  moved  by  a 
responsible  Member  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  seconded  and  supported  by 
leading  Members  of  the  Opposition, 
and  that  the  Motion  passed  unani- 
mously, I  think  it  will  at  once  be  re- 
cognised that  the  matter  especially 
demands    our    consideration.      Party 

Salitics  have  run  somewhat  high  in 
anada,  and  fiscal  questions  have 
entered  very  largely  into  those 
politics ;  but  notwithstanding  that 
fact,  they  have  unanimously  agreed  to 
urge  this  question  upon  Her  Majesty's 
Ministers,  the  Address  having  been 
voted  unanimously.  It  contained  the 
following  :— 

"  That  your  Memorialists  consider  that 
these  Treaties  with  Foreign  Powers  are  in- 
compatible with  the  powers  and  privileges 
that  have  been  conferred  upon  the  Canadian 
Legislature,  and  that  their  continuance  in 
force  is  calculated  to  produce  complications 
and  embarrassment  in  the  fiscal  relations 
between  England  and  her  Colonies," 

and  so  on ;  and  then  they  go  on  to 

say — 

"That  your  Memorialists  further  believe 
that  none  of  Her  Majesty's  self-governing 
Colonies  should  be  restricted  in  adopting 
modifications," 

and  so  on.  But  we  must  recollect  that 
Canada  does  not  stand  alone  in  these 
views ;  because  she  is  supported  in  her 
prayer  for  abrogation  of  those  treaties 
by  the  accredited  representatives  of  all 
our  self-governing  colonies.  These  have 
added  their  voice  to  the  voice  of 
Canada,  and  they  one  and  all  pro- 
test against  the  continuance  of  treaties 
which  hamper  the  action  of  the  Co- 
lonial Legislatures;  those  Colonial 
Legislatures  having  been  in  no  way 
consulted  or  made  acquainted  with  the 
treaties  to  which  I  have  referred.  The 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  who  has 
just  sat  down  has  spoken  of  the  action 
of  Lord  North  in  connection  with  the 
fiscal  arrangements  of  the  United  States 
of  America.  Are  we  again  going  to  play 
the  rdle  of  Lord  North  ;   are  we  going 

VOL.  I.  [new  sbbies.] 


to  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  the  united  voice 
of  the  Dominion  of  Canada  in  this  mat- 
ter ?  I  hope  we  shall  hear  from  Her 
Majesty's  Ministers  that  Her  Majesty's 
Government  are  about  to  take  prompt 
steps  for  the  purpose  of  putting  an  end 
to  this  very  substantial  grievance.  I 
cannot  but  hope  that  we  shall  hear 
that  Her  Majesty's  Government  have 
resolved  upon  that  course,  because  last 
year  it  fell  to  my  lot  amongst  others  to 
be  received  on  a  deputation  by  the 
Prime  Minister  upon  this  subject,  and 
the  Prime  Minister  then  spoke  of 
"  these  unlucky  treaties."     He  said — 

"With  respect  to  those  two  unlucky  treaties 
made  by  Lord  Palmerston's  'Government  30 
years  ago,  I  am  sure  the  matter  could  not 
have  been  fully  considered.  We  have  tried  to 
find  out  what  species  of  reason  it  was  that  in- 
duced Her  Majesty's  Government  to  sign  such 
unfortunate  treaties." 

And  again  he  says — 

"  Although  there  are  difficulties  in  the  way 
of  these  unfortunate  engagements  the  Govern- 
ment will  not  omit  any  opportunity  which  may 
present  itself  for  obtaining  a  mollification  of 
the  provisions." 

But  since  then  the  question  has  pressed 
on  with  rapid  strides,  because  the 
Canadian  Government  did  not  think 
that  it  was  justified  in  waiting  for  the 
convenient  moment  which  has  been 
spoken  of  by  the  Prime  Minister,  and 
which  he  was  watching  for,  to  obtain  a 
removal  of  those  commercial  restric- 
tions, and  they  come  before  this  House 
and  ask  that  they  should  be  freed 
from  such  complicated  engagements. 
I  must  say  also  that  all  the  self- 
governing  colonies  have  united  with 
Canada  in  protesting  against  the  con- 
tinuance of  these  Treaties.  It  need  not 
be  supposed  that  the  abrogation  of  these 
Treaties  is  urged  merely  upon  senti- 
mental grounds;  it  is  urged  because 
they  prevent  a  comprehensive  com- 
mercial policy  between  the  Mother 
Country  and  her  colonies  from  being 
carried  into  effect.  All  the  leading 
statesmen  of  all  the  colonies  have 
placed  their  opinion  in  reference  to  this 
question  upon  record,  and  from  these 
opinions  it  may  be  gathered  how  deep 
is  the  feeling  of  the  colonies  upon 
the  question.  The  late  Sir  John  Mac- 
donald,  speaking  in  1885,  said — 

"British  federation  might  be  achieved  on 
the  basis  of  give  and  take  :  if  you  give  Colonial 
products  such  advantages  as  you  {jive  no  other 
nation,  I  am  quite  sure  the  colonies  will  give 
British  goods,  and  only  British  goods,,  pre- 
ferential treatment." 
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I  quote  these  words,  because  it  is  said 
by  some  on  the  other  side  that,  though 
the  colonies  wish  to  get  these  advan- 
tages, they  will  give  nothing  in  return. 
A  well  known  colonial  statesman  has 
said  that — 

"Nothing  could  be  of  greater  advantage  to 
the  unity  of  the  Empire  than  the  establishment 
of  greater  sympathy  between  the  Mother 
Country  and  her  colonies  " 

in  these  matters,  and  in  fact  all  the  dis- 
tinguished Colonial  statesmen,  including 
Sir  Gordon  Sprigg,  Mr.  Cecil  Ehodes, 
Mr.  Service,    Sir  Samuel  Griffith  and 
others,  pointed  most  strongly  to  the  fact 
that  a  means  of  cementing  the  Empire 
could  be  found  in  these  engagements  of  a 
commercial  character.     If  we  drive  our 
colonies    into  commercial,  and  especi- 
ally into  reciprocal  preferential  arrange- 
ments with  other  States,  I  do  not  think 
anybody    would    give    a     very    great 
number  of  years'  purchase  for  the  con- 
tinuance of  our  Colonial  Empire.     One 
matter  which  I  should  like  to  bring 
before  the  House  is  this.     I  am  not 
asking  the  House  to  embark  upon  any 
line  of  policy  which   would  be  detri- 
mental to   the    inhabitants    of    these 
islands.     This  country  requires  a  large, 
I  was  going  to  say,  an  inexhaustible 
supply  of  food  and  raw  material  for  the 
consumption   of    the    inhabitants  and 
for  the  trade  of    this  country.      The 
British  Empire  extends  over  an  area, 
roughly  computed,   of  something  like 
one-fifth  of  the  discovered  globe,  and 
Her  Majesty's  subjects  number  about 
300,000,000    souls,    and     the    various 
climates  and  soils  which  are  included 
in   Her  Majesty's  dominions  entirely 
preclude    any    notion    whatever    that 
under  any  circumstances  there   could 
be  a  simultaneous  occurrence  of  scarcity 
throughout  the  limits  of  our  Empire ; 
and  in  asking  the  House  to  press  upon 
Her  Majesty's  Government  the  advisa- 
bility of  removing  those  obstacles  to 
the  introduction  of  preferential  trading 
relations   between    this    country    and 
Canada,  I  have  regard  to  the  interests 
of  the  people  and  the  necessity  of  an 
inexhaustible  supply  both  of  food  and 
raw  materials.     We  mav  be  told  that 
this  is  contrary  to  the  principles  of  Free 
Trade ;  but  in  that  connection  I  wish 


to  say  that  amongst  those  who  have 
taken  the  most  active  part  in  urging 
the  establishment  of  trading  rela- 
titv>r  y;ithin.the  limits  of  the  Empire  I  opposite  that  the  States  in  which  the 

*        «  -    •   •      *      • 


are     some     of     the      most     staunch 
free  traders.     Many  free  traders  have 
come    to  recognise  the  fact  that  our 
first  duty  is  to  decide  what  is  best  far 
the  country  at  the  present  time,  and 
ask  themselves  whether  they  are  not 
justified  in  looking  to  what  would  be  of 
immediate  benefit  to  the  country.   I 
have  said  that  some  of  the  most  staunch 
free  traders  are  in  favour  of  a  full  con- 
sideration of  this  subject;  and,  though 
I    am     not     myself    a     free    trader, 
I  can  point  to  others  who  have  realised 
that  they  must  decline  to  follow  upon 
this  path.     We  were  assured  that  all 
the  world  would  follow  in  our  wake  as 
free    traders.      What   has   the    worM 
done  ?  No  doubt,  up  to  a  certain  point, 
there     were    steps   taken    in    certain 
countries  in  the  direction  of  free  trade. 
We  found  steps  taken  in  that  direction 
by  France,  and,  in  some  respects,  by 
the  United  States  and  other  countries; 
but  we  find  now  that,  with  one  solitary 
exception  —  I    ought    to    except  His 
Highness    the    Sultan    of    Zanzibar— 
scarcely  a  single  State  recognises  what 
is  known  as  free  trade — I    beg  pardon, 
there  was  one   State   alluded    to    bv 
the     right      hon.      Gentleman       the 
Member  for   Midlothian   upon  a  cele- 
brated occasion   as    "  The    one    anti- 
human  specimen  of   humanity,"    and 
designated   by    another    authority   a* 
"The    Unspeakable   Turk,/'  though  I 
prefer  to  refer  to  that  Power  as  our 
ancient  ally  the  Ottoman  Empire.  Bat 
that  is  the  only  Power  which  can  be 
quoted  now  as  having  in  its    system 
the  slightest  suggestion   of  these  doc- 
trines.     But    I   would  point    out   to 
hon.    Gentlemen  sitting  opposite  that 
the   States  of    the    world,    united    as 
they    are   against  every   principle    of 
free  trade,  one  by  one,  have  all   tried 
something  in  that  direction,  and  one 
by  one  have  abandoned  it.      I  am  not 
now  arguing  protection,  although  I  am 
quite  ready  to  do  so,  as  I  have  never 
concealed  my  own  predilections  for  a 
protectionist  policy .  Iain  now  approach- 
ing  the    matter   from    the    standpoint 
of  an  impartial  trader,  who  desires  to 
leave   the    Mother    Country   and   the 
Colonies  afree  hand  in  their  commercial 
concerns,  with  full  liberty  to  advance 
what  they  conceive  to  be  the  interests 
of  the  Empire  at  the  present  time.    I 
would  point  out  to    hon.    Gentlemen 
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-doctrines     of     free    trade    are     more 
thoroughly    at    a     discount    than    in 
-any  other    are  the   States  in    which 
popular    government    is    in    its    most 
•advanced  state.       I   have  never  been 
an    advocate    of    democracy ;    but    I 
would    point     out    that      the      most 
rigid  protectionist  tariffs  are  those   of 
the  great  Republic  of  France,  which  is 
pointed  to  as  a  model  to  be  copied ;  and 
in  the  new  world  I  would  point  to  the 
jgreat  Republic  of  the   United  States, 
-which  has  shown  a  thorough  disincli- 
nation   to     be     hoodwinked    by   the 
-arguments  of  the  Cdbden  Club ;  and  the 
whole  world  over  I  could  show  that 
^wherever  government    has    been    es- 
tablished upon  a  wide  basis,  there  you 
find  free  trade,  more  at  a  discount  even 
than  in  Monarchical  States.    And  in  no 
place   do    we    find    free    trade    more 
thoroughly  discountenanced  and  repu- 
diated than  amongst  our  own  kith  and 
kin  in  our  own  self-governing  colonies. 
In  all  these  colonies  the  tendency  is  to 
decline  to  follow  our  path  and  to  strike 
out  a  policy  for  themselves.    Therefore 
we  are   brought  to  this,  that  we  are 
asked  to  reject  the   advances  of  our 
own  colonies  and  to  stand  absolutely 
alone.     When  I  speak  of  the  United 
Kingdom     I     speak    of    the    United 
Kingdom    as    standing     against    the 
whole   world     and    against    our   own 
•colonies.       The    population     of      the 
United   Kingdom   is   about    one-tenth 
of  the  population   of    Her    Majesty's 
dominions,   and  the  United  Kingdom 
by   no  means  forms   so  important    a 
factor,  relatively  speaking,  as  it  did  in 
former     days.       There     is     another 
point    which    I   would    bring  to    the 
notice  of  the  House,   and    especially 
to  that  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man   opposite,  who   has    just  quoted 
from   a  recent    speech  of  the    Prime 
Minister.      I    daresay  the    hon.    and 
learned  Gentleman  noticed  that  part  of 
the  Prime  Minister's  speech  in  which 
he  Spoke  of  an  attempt  of  the  political 
representatives  of  Ireland  which   in- 
volved the  setting  up  of  a  protectionist 
;State  upon  the  snores  of  this  country. 
I   am  not  going  into  the  question  of 
Home  Rule  or  Separation — it  is  foreign 
to  the  subject — but  this  I  do  say,  and 
the  Prime  Minister  was  perfectly  cor- 
rect in    saying,    that    the   people    of 
Ireland,  like  the  French  nation  when  it 
recovered  its  freedom  of  political  action, 


would  promptly  repudiate  Cobdenism, 
and  embark  upon  a  protectionist  policy. 
In  like  manner,  the  people  of  Ireland 
will  demand  from  their  representatives! 
whether  they  sit  in  this  House,  or 
whether  they  should  sit  elsewhere, 
they  will  demand  that  they  should 
redress  the  gross  injustice  which  was 
committed  on  Ireland  by  England  many 
years  ago,  namely,  the  extinction  of 
their  manufacturing  industries  in  the 
selfish  interests  of  Great  Britain. 

Mr.  JOHN  MORLEY:    That  was 
done  by  English  protectionists. 

Mr.  JAMES  LOWTHER:  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  New- 
castle says  that  was  done  by  English  pro- 
tectionists. What  I  say  is  that  the 
people  of  England,  in  their  own  selfish 
interests,  forced  it  down  the  throats  of 
the  people  of  Ireland  ;  and  if  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  understood  what  Lord 
Salisbury  gave  expression  to,  he  would 
see  that  it  was  that  the  great  mass  of 
the  people  of  Ireland  would  demand 
some  form  of  what  is  popularly  known 
as  Protection,  and  would  eschew  the 
doctrines  of  Free  Trade.  I  see  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Derby  is  in  his  place.  My  right  hon. 
Friend  I  know  has  never  endorsed 
protection,  and  I  think  is  supposed  to 
be  more  or  less  in  favour  of  free  trade, 
or  rather  that  he  is  disposed  to  be  in 
favour  of  it ;  but  what  I  have  just  been 
mentioning  leads  me  to  entertain  hopes 
of  the  eventual  co-operation  of  my  right 
hon.  Friend,  for  I  would  remind  the 
House  of  a  certain  highly  nutritive 
Irish  product,  which  possesses  highly 
digestive  properties,  and  if  his  digestion 
were  aided  by  a  good  draught  of  Par- 
nellite  or  anti-Parnellite  juice,  even 
red-hot  protection  would  find  its  way 
down  the  throat  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man with  the  rapidity  of  greased  light- 
ning. I  would  point  out  to  the  House  that 
what  I  ask  it  to  endorse  is  a  Resolution 
which  would  afford  an  opportunity  for 
freeing  this  country  from  foreign  dicta- 
tion in  connection  with  our  commercial 
system.  I  ask  the  House  to  support 
our  self-governing  colonies  in  this 
matter.  Experience  has  shown  us 
that  our  commercial  system  as  it  has 
existed  for  the  last  fifty  years  has 
failed  to  obtain  favour  among  Foreign 
Powers.  ("  No,  no ! ")  I  say  as  it  has 
existed  in  this  country  it  has  failed 
to    obtain     favour     elsewhere.       At 
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any    rate,    we    stand    alone     in    our 
advocacy  of  the  principle,  and  I   ask 
whether  we  are  to  remain  alone  in  our 
isolation  ?  [An  hon.  Member  :  We  are.] 
Some  one  says  we  are ;  but  I   would 
remind  him  that  if  we  do,  our  Colonies 
will   make  their  own  commercial  ar- 
rangements with   Foreign   Powers  ac- 
cording to   what    they   tind    best  for 
themselves,   and  the  Mother  Country 
will  be  left  out  in  the  cold.      That  is 
not  what  I  should  like  to  see  brought 
about ;  I  should  be  sorry  to  see  such  a 
state  of  affairs,  and  therefore  I  desire 
to  relieve  myself   from  complicity  in 
any  such  policy.     The  people  of  this 
country  now  realise   that  the  circum- 
stances under  which  our  trade  is  carried 
on  are  widely  different  now  from  what 
they  were  half  a  century  ago.     Meet- 
ings   on   the  subject    have  been    held 
in  various  parts  of  the  world.   My  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Sheffield  (Colonel 
Howard  Vincent)  will  be  able  to  tell 
the  House  of  his  own  personal  experi- 
ence how  this  subject  was  taken  up  on 
the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic.     Meet- 
ings have  also  been  held  in  this  country, 
at  some  of  which  I  have  been  present, 
where  resolutions  have  been  adopted  in 
favour  of   a  re-consideration    of    this 
question.      Popular  opinion,  my  belief 
is,  will  always  support  Parliament  and 
the  Government  in  obtaining  fair  ad- 
vantages for  British  trade.     I  do  .not 
ask  the  House  to  adopt  any  course 
which  would  render  dear  the  neces- 
saries of  life  to  this  country.  [CJiecrs 
and  a  cry  of  "  Oh  !"]    An  hon.  Gentle- 
man says  "  Oh!"  but  he  appears  not  to 
have  followed  me  when  I  pointed  out 
that  the  vast  area  of  the  British  Em- 
pire, and  the  variety  of  its  soil  and 
climates,  would  enable   to  be    grown 
every  article  required  for  the  popula- 
tion  of  this  country,   either  for    the 
purposes    of    food    or    the    supply  of 
raw  material  for    our    manufactures. 
The  principle  which  has  been  recom- 
mended   is    not    to    put    prohibitive 
duties  on  food  from   Foreign    States. 
What  is  suggested  is  that  we  should 
allow  each  component  element  of  the 
British  Empire  to  retain  absolutely  its 
own  fiscal  freedom,   that  every  self- 
governing  Colony  should  be  entitled  to 
place  whatever  duties  it  thinks  fit  upon 
all  goods  coming    into  its  territorial 
limits,  subject  only  to  the  condition 
that  a  preference  should  be  given,  it 
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may  be  slight,  in  favour  of  goods  fros 
other    parts    of   the  British   Empinl 
That,  I  think,  is  a  policy  which  cannot 
be  open  to  the  charge  of  ultra  or  exee* 
sive  protection.     The  United  Empbt 
Trade  League,  which  has  been  forme! 
to  carry  out  these  principles,  and  which 
has  among  its  members  some  of  the 
most  eminent  statesmen    among  Her 
Majesty's  colonial   subjects,   has  tint 
object  in  view.    We  do  not  desire  in 
any  shape  or  form  to  interpose  barriers 
upon  our  foreign  trade,  because  it  v 
perfectly  open  to  us,  if  we  think  fit,  to 
admit  all  imports  from  our  Colonies  free, 
provided  always  that  we  give  a  slight 
preference  to  them  over  goods  which 
come  from  abroad.     Sir,  I  think  tfaift 
is  a  very  moderate  proposal  to  bring 
under  the  notice  of  the  Government 
I,  of  course,  am  perfectly   aware,  is 
Lord   Salisbury   pointed    out    to   the 
deputation  that  waited  upon   him  at 
the  Foreign  Office,  that  treaties  enteral 
into  cannot  be  abrogated  at  a  moment's 
notice  ;  but  the  whole  of  Europe  at  the 
present  moment  affords  the  spectacle 
of  every  nation  readjusting  its  tariffs, 
and  as  the  Member  for  Bradford  has 
just  now  very  properly  pointed  out,  the 
change  is  certainly  in  the  direction  of 
largely     increasing     their      protective 
tariffs,  and  thereby  injuriously  affect- 
ing the  trade  of  this  country.    That, 
therefore,   affords  an  occasion  for  us 
to  point  out  that  the  British  Empire, 
alone  amongst  the  States,  has  been  un- 
wise enough  to  barter  away   its  own 
fiscal  freedom,  within  the  limits  of  its 
own  Empire.     I  might  be  told — but  I 
do  not  think  I  shall  be  told   by  any 
Member  in  this  House,  because  the 
argument  would  be  too  foolish — For 
goodness  sake  do  not   irritate    these 
Foreign  Powers  who  are  so  anxious  to 
afford  every  facility  for  British  trade. 
Why,  they  have  put  up  every  obstacle 
in  order  to  shut  out  British  trade  from 
their  markets.     But  supposing  there 
were    any  country  which    could   say 
that  it  had  in  no  way  injured  British 
trade    by    its    tariffs,    I   would    say, 
we  only  ask  for  the  British  Empire 
that    same    liberty    to    regulate    its 
own  internal  affairs   in  this    respect 
which  every  other  country  possesses. 
Does  Germany,  France,  or  any  other 
country  ask  Foreign  Powers  what  ar- 
rangements they  may  make  with  respeot 
to  their  own  internal  affairs?    It  is  a 
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moved  the  Address  to  the  Crown.  He 
said  that  within  the  last  three  or  four 
years  they  fixed  a  duty  on  goods  im- 
ported from  England  at  their  value  in 
England,  while  goods  imported  from 
Germany  had  to  bear  the  increased  cost 
of  freight ;  that  Germany  remonstrated, 
and  the  Colony  had  to  alter  their  law 
and  put  England  and  Germany  in  re- 
spect of  such  goods  on  the  same  footing. 
There  is  a  case  in  which  the  Canadian 
Government,  anxious  to  give  British 
goods  an  advantage  in  Canada,  were 
prohibited  from  doing  so  by  these 
Treaties,  which  declare  that  foreign 
countries  are  to  get  equal  advantages 
withBritish  goods,whether  the  Colonies 
wish  them  to  get  those  advantages  or 
not.  We  can  hardly  wonder  that  the 
Prime  Minister  spoke  of  these  Treaties 
as  unlucky  and  unfortunate  Treaties, 
and  that  he  said  we  should  take  every 
opportunity  that  offered  to  deliver 
ourselves  from  such  engagements.  That 
was  on  the  19th  June  last;  and  we 
were  hoping,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  we 
should  hear  some  declaration  either 
from  the  Leader  of  the  House 
or  from  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Trade,  to  the  effect  that  some 
means  had  been  found  in  these  seven 
or  eight  months  to  get  rid  of  these  very 
unfortunate  engagements.  My  right 
hon.  Friend  has  made  reference  to  a 
representation  made  in  this  direction 
by  the  Agents-General  of  self-governing 
Colonies.  The  Member  for  the  Bright- 
side  Division  (Mr.  Mundella)  is  in  his 
place ;  and  in  his  connection  with  the 
Trade  and  Treaties  Committee  he  will 
recollect  a  deputation  which  came  to 
him  from  the  Agents-General  of  the 
self-governing  Colonies  urging  the 
same  thing— that  the  Empire  should 
be  freed  from  those  Treaties.  He  will 
also  recollect  the  deputation  that  waited 
upon  him  in  which  many  hon.  Gentle- 
men opposite  as  well  as  on  this  side 
took  part,  to  urge  that  the  Trade  and 
Treaties  Committee  should  recommend 
to  Her  Majesty's  Government  some 
means  of  freeing  the  United  Kingdom, 
the  Empire  and  Colonies  from  the 
engagements  which  tied  our  hands  and 
prevented  the  development  of  inter- 
British  trade.  I  do  not  know  the 
feeling  of  the  Member  for  the  Bright- 
side  Division  himself  upon  the  subject. 
It  may  be  that  he  is  in  favour  of  these 
restricting  provisions,  but  we  are  en- 


niversal  principle  that  within  the  limits 
j&L  its  own  dominions  every  Sovereign 
State  is  supreme.    I  do  not  wish  to  put 
the  House  to  the  trouble  of  a  division, 
because  this  is  a  matter  affecting  our 
foreign    relations,  regarding  which    I 
think  that   everyone   would   be  most 
desirous  that  it  should  not  be  a  subject 
of  controversy  among  us.    But  I  am 
sure  that  Her  Majesty's  Government  will 
i  share  the  aspirations  of  the  Dominion 
i  of  Canada ;  that  they  will  be  in  har- 
i  mony  with  the  sentiments  expressed  by 
r  every  self-governing  community  of  the 
i  British  Empire;    that  they  have  not 
receded   from,    but    will  rather   have 
.  advanced  upon, the  expression  of  opinion 
upon  this  subject  which  I  have  quoted 
from  the  Prime  Minister,  and  that  they 
will  give  us  an  assurance  that  those 
'"unlucky    pledges,"     those     "unfor- 
tunate     treaties  "      as     the      Prime 
Minister     termed      them,      will     not 
continue  to  cause  an  embarrassment 
to  the  public    service.     I  beg  to  move 
the  Amendment  of  which  I  have  given 
notice. 

♦Colonel  HOWABD  VINCENT 
(Sheffield,  Central} :  In  seconding  the 
Motion  of  my  rignt  hon.  Friend  (Mr. 
I«owther),  I  wish  to  trespass  on  the 
indulgence  of  the  House  only  for  a  few 
minutes.  My  right  hon.  Friend  has 
gone  so  fully  into  the  subject  that  very 
few  words  from  me  are  necessary.  But 
.as  the  matter  has,  hitherto,  been  very 
little  understood,  I  may  be  allowed  to 
quote  the  clause  of  the  Treaty  referred 
to-1— I  mean  the  7th  clause  of  the  Treaty 
with  Belgium,  repeated  in  the  Treaty 
with  Germany  in  1885,  which  hampers 
the  free  development  of  trade  within 
the  British  Empire.     It  runs  thus — 

"  Articles,  the  produce  or  manufacture  of 
Belgium,  shall  not  be  subject  to  other  or  higher 
duties  than  those  which  are  or  may  be  imposed 
upon  similar  articles  of  British  origin." 

A  Beturn  was  presented  to  Parlia- 
ment in  1888  on  my  Motion,  which 
contained  this  note  by  the  Foreign 
Office:— 

"  While  these  two  Treaties  remain  in  force 
the  express  stipulations  above  quoted  are  ex- 
tended to  all  countries  whose  Commercial 
Treaties  with  Great  Britain  contain  a  most 
favoured  nation  clause,  and  apply  to  British 
Colonies." 

The  effect  of  these  Treaties  was 
illustrated  to  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Commons  of  Canada  the  other  day, 
when  Mr.  Abbott,  the  Prime  Minister, 
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titled  to  know  the  view  of  the  Com- 
mittee as  a  whole.  Several  Reports  of 
the  Trade  and  Treaties  Committee 
have  been  published,  but  not  that  No.  2 
Report  referring  to  this  matter ;  and 
therefore  we  have  no  knowledge  of 
what  the  recommendations  of  the 
Committee  are  upon  this  subject.  I 
do  submit  to  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  that  we  are  entitled, 
on  a  matter  in  which  great  interest 
is  taken  by  a  large  proportion  of  the 
industrial  community  here  and  in  the 
Colonies,  to  know  what  is  the  definite 
opinion  of  that  Committee  as  a  whole  ? 
My  right  hon.  Friend  has  referred  to 
the  expression  of  feeling  in  Canada, 
and  he  has  mentioned  the  fact  that  I 
had  had  an  opportunity  of  addressing 
public  meetings  there  on  this  ques- 
tion. That  is  so,  Mr.  Speaker;  and 
I  can  only  say  this :  that  address- 
ing large  gatherings  called  by  the 
Chambers  of  Commerce  or  Boards  of 
Trade  as  they  are  called  in  Canada  and 
Newfoundland,  I  found  only  one  feel- 
ing, and  that  was  that  the  Empire 
should  be  free  to  make  such  com- 
mercial arrangements  between  the 
different  portions  of  the  Empire  as 
seem  fit  to  the  United  Kingdom  and 
the  self-governing  colonies.  Only  this 
evening  I  received  by  post  a  resolution 
from  the  Liberal  Conservatives  at  North 
Grey,  on  Lake  Superior,  declaring  that 
their  Association  expressed  the  earnest 
expectation  that  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment would  see  their  way  clear  to 
make  some  declaration  of  their 
intention  to  make  favourable  Cus- 
toms arrangements  between  the 
United  Kingdom  and  the  colonies.  It 
will  be  in  the  recollection  of  the 
House  that  this  time  last  Session  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  entered 
his  protest  against  the  extreme  appli- 
cation of  the  view  that  under  no  cir- 
cumstances could  we  make  fiscal 
arrangements  with  the  colonies  without 
injury  to  other  portions  of  our  trade. 
But  he  asked — 

"What  chance  or  hope  have  the  colonies 
field  out  to  us  that  they  are  prepared  to  move 
in  this  direction  ?" 

I  went  to  Canada  to  obtain  an  answer 
to  the  question  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  and  I  have  had  the  honour 
of  transmitting  to  him  these  resolu- 
tions from  public  meetings  in  Canada. 
But,  in  addition,  he  has  had  a  copy  of 
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the  Address  from  the  Senate  and  the 
House  of  Commons  of  the  Dominkfi 
and  the  representations  of  the  Agent* 
General.  Only  a  fortnight  ago  a  meetiv 
was  held  in   Toronto  which  dedans 
that  Canada  would  be  found  ready  to 
take  her  share  in  Imperial  responsi- 
bilities if  mutual  trade  were  established. 
These,  I  submit,  are  satisfactory  answers 
to  the  question  raised  last  Session  br 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer;  and 
it    only    remains   for    us,    I    believe, 
to  free  the  Empire  from  those  Treatifli 
which  tie  our  hands  at  the   preaei 
time,  in  order  to  be  able  to  enter  into 
commercial    arrangements     with    our 
Colonies,  or  some  of  them,  analogou 
to  those  between  Germany  and  France 
and  their  Colonies,  and  now  between 
Germany,  Austria,  and  Italy.      WW 
do  the  Government  propose  to  do  in 
face  of  the  statistics  of  trade  lately 
issued  by  the  Board  of  Trade?    Tba 
Returns  for  the  last  year  show  a  &D 
in  the   exports   of  British   and  Irak 
products   by   sixteen   and    a    quarts 
millions  sterling ;   and  the  Beturn  for 
last  month  shows  that  the  decline  is 
continuing.     The    adverse    result    ii 
felt  not  only  in  the  constituency  whioh 
I  represent,  but  in  Bradford,  in  the 
West  Biding,  and  in  many   parts  of 
Lancashire.      I  ask  the  Government 
what  they  propose  to  do  in  view  of  the 
injurious    effect     of    the    Reciprocity 
Treaties  which   have  been   concluded 
under  Clause  3  of  the  McKinley  Tarif 
Act  in  favour  of  American  goods  over 
British    in    Brazil,    in   Spain,  and  in 
other    countries    and    markets  when 
formerly    the  conditions  were  advan- 
tageous   to  British  trade?     I  submit 
that  Her  Majesty's  Government  couM 
not  do  better  than  show  that  they  an 
determined  to  use  the  illimitable  re- 
sources, the  unequalled  resources,  of 
that  vast  Empire  of  which  this  is  the 
centre  and  the  headstone,  and  at  any 
rate  free  themselves  and  the  Colonial 
from  Treaties  which  tie  their  hands. 
The  Member  for  the  Brightside  Divi- 
sion will  probably  say,   "  Oh,  but  yoa 
cannot  get  rid  of  these  Treaties,  beoaoft 
some  of  their  clauses  are  advantageoof 
to  British  trade."  But  is  there  any  reason* 
Mr.  Speaker,  why,  if  there  be  useful 
provisions    in    these     two    Treating 
we  cannot  give  notice  to  terminate  the 
Treaties     in     a     year's     time,     and 
simultaneously  enter  into  negotiationf 
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to  re-conclude  them   without  the  ob- 
1  jectionable  elauses  ?    It  is  not  Protec- 

■  tion.  All  that  we  ask  the  Government 
•i  or  this  House  to  do  is,  at  any  rate,  to 
u  free  our  hands  and  enable  us  to  have 
t  free  and  full  development  of  trade 
i  within  our  Empire.  I  apologise  for 
5  having  trespassed  so    Ions  upon  the 

■  time  of  the  House,  and  I  beg  now  to 
7  second  the  Motion. 

*  Amendment  proposed, 

.  At   the  end  of  the  Question,  to  add  the 

'  words,  w  But  while  glad  to  learn  that  Your 

i  Majesty's  relations  with  Foreign  Powers  con- 

I  tinue  to  be  friendly,  this  House  deplores  the 

'  retention  in  certain   Treaties  with  Foreign 

*  States  of  provisions  which  operate  in  restraint 

*  of  the  establishment  of  preferential  trading 
I  relations  amongst  the  several  portions  of  Your 
f  Majesty's  Empire,  and  humbly  urges  the  early 

*  termination  of  such  provisions  in  accordance 
with  the  prayer  contained  in  the  Addresses  to 
Your  Majesty  from  the  Senate  and  House 
of  Commons  of  the  Dominion  of  Canada, 
supported  by  the  Representatives  in  this 
Country  of  the  other  self-governing  Colonies." 
— ( Mr.  James  Lowther.) 

Question    proposed,     "  That    those 
words  be  there  added." 

♦The  PRESIDENT  of  the  BOARD 
of  TRADE  (Sir  Michael  Hicks  Beach, 
Bristol,  W.) :  I  hope  my  right  hon. 
Friend  will  pardon  me  for  not  dealing 
with  that  part  of  his  speech  which 
related  to  the  general  subject  of  Pro- 
tection and  Free  Trade.  I  do  not 
agree  with  the  views  he  expressed.  I 
do  not  believe  the  people  of  this 
country  agree  with  him,  but  I  do 
not  think  this  is  the  time  to  discuss 
the  question,  which  after  all  is  not 
directly  raised  by  the  Motion  which  is 
before  the  House.  Sir,  my  right  hon. 
Friend  asks  us,  in  the  terms  of  that 
Motion,  to  terminate  certain  provisions 
in  our  Treaties  with  Belgium  and  the 
Zollverein  in  accordance  with  an 
Address  passed  by  the  two  Houses  of 
the  Dominion  Parliament.  I  think  that 
we  should  view  with  the  greatest  pos- 
sible respect  any  Resolutions  passed 
by  the  Dominion  Parliament.  We 
should  give  them  our  very  best  atten- 
tion ;  but  we  should  do  so  with  the 
recollection  and  the  belief  that  we 
are  better  able  to  judge  of  the 
commercial  relations  of  this  country 
than  even  the  Dominion  Parliament. 
Sir,  the  Treaty  of  1862  with  Belgium, 
and  the  Treaty  of  1865  with  the 
Zollverein,  do  not  prevent,  as  I  think 
my  right  hon.   Friend  is  aware,  the 


establishment  of  any  kind  of  trade- 
relations  between  our  different  colonies. 
All  they  do  prevent  is  the  establish- 
ment of,  so  to  speak,  preferential  re- 
lations between  the  United  Kingdom 
and  one  of  her  Colonies,  and  between 
one  of  the  Colonies  and  the  United 
Kingdom.  -  Now,  Sir,  I  am  quite  willing; 
to  admit  that  these  provisions  are 
a  relic  of  a  past  generation.  We 
should  not  dream  of  entering  again 
into  Commercial  Treaties  affecting  our 
self-governing  Colonies  without  the?- 
consent  of  those  Colonies,  and  the 
Colonies  are  well  aware  of  that  fact. 
And  I  go  further,  and  say  that  I  do  not 
think  it  advisable  that  we  should  be- 
bound  by  any  Treaty  which  would  pre- 
vent us  establishing  any  trade  relations 
we  might  desire  between  the  Colonies- 
and  ourselves.  But  when  we  are  asked 
promptly  and  at  the  present  moment 
to  free  ourselves  from  these  engage- 
ments, we  are  met  with  considera- 
tions which  I  think  can  hardly  have 
presented  themselves  sufficiently  to  my 
right  hon.  Friend.  In  the  first  place, 
this  question  was  considered  ten  years 
ago,  when  both  the  Belgian  and  the 
German  Governments  were  sounded  as 
to  their  willingness  to  omit  from  those 
Treaties  these  particular  provisions,, 
while  retaining  the  rest  of  the  Treaties. 
Well,  Sir,  both  of  them  absolutely 
declined  to  consider  the  question  from 
that  point  of  view.  They  said, 
naturally  enough,  that  if  you  want  to 
revise  these  Treaties  you  must  revise 
them  as  a  whole ;  and  the  House  must 
look  upon  this  question  from  the  point 
of  view  of  the  whole  of  the  Treaties — 
whether  they  are  to  be  maintained 
or  to  be  denounced.  Now,  what 
are  we  offered  by  my  right 
hon.  '  Friend  in  return  for 
renouncing  those  Treaties?  We  are 
offered  what  he  calls  a  comprehensive 
commercial  policy — but  what  I  should 
call  a  preferential  arrangement  of  a 
very  remarkable  character  between  the 
Colonies  and  the  United  Kingdom.  I 
confess  that,  speaking  for  myself, 
I  would  go  a  long  way  if  I  could  secure 
a  Zollverein  between  the  colonies  and 
the  United  Kingdom — a  common  tariff 
applicable  to  them  all.  But  this  pro- 
posal would  injure  us  on  the  one  side, 
without  doing  us  any  good  on  the 
other.  Why  would  it  injure  us? 
The    colonies,   according  to  my  rights 
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hon.  Friend,  desire  a  preference  in  our 
markets  for  the  produce  which  they 
principally  send  here.  What  is  that 
produce  ?  As  the  Prime  Minister  told 
us,  it  is  corn,  meat,  wool — raw  material 
and  food,  the  cheapness  of  which  is 
essential  to  the  manufacturing  and 
commercial  interests  of  this  country. 
Well  then,  supposing  a  duty  imposed, 
as  my  right  hon.  Friend  proposes,  upon 
these  things  coming  from  foreign 
countries,  leaving  those  coming  from 
the  colonies  untaxed,  what  is  the  effect? 
Why  the  price  would  be  raised  by  the 
amount  of  the  duty,  and  perhaps  more. 
If  not  raised,  what  good  would  it  be  to 
the  colonies  ?  We  should,  in  fact,  be 
adopting  a  policy  of  protection  upon 
imported  food  for  the  benefit,  not  of  our 
own  agricultural  interests,  for  whom 
we  might  all  be  anxious  to  do  some- 
thing, but  for  the  benefit  of  the  agri- 
cultural interests  of  our  colonies.  We 
should  lose  in  that  way.  How  should 
we  gain  ?  Would  the  colonies  reduce 
their  tariffs  on  our  manufactured  goods? 
Mr.  J.  LOWTHER:  They  would 
give  us  a  preference. 

-Sir  M.  HICKS  BEACH  :  But  what 
good  would  that  do  ?  You  would  leave 
them  perfect  freedom  to  impose  as  high 
duties  as  they  choose  upon  manu- 
factured goods  from  this  country  in 
competition  with  their  own  manu- 
factures, giving  a  small,  perhaps  a  10 
per  cent.,  preference  on  our  manu- 
factures over  manufactures  coming  from 
foreign  countries.  But  what  would  be 
the  good  of  that  ?  The  Colonies  would 
take  very  good  care  to  protect  their 
own  manufactures  ;  and  as  regards  the 
competition  in  the  Colonial  markets 
between  ourselves  and  foreign  countries, 
we  have  got  these  markets  already  on 
equal  terms,  and  so  on  that  side  my 
right  hon.  Friend's  scheme  would  do 
us  no  good  at  all.  That  is  what — and 
I  hope  I  have  not  unfairly  described 
it — my  right  hon.  Friend  offers  us  in 
return  for  denouncing  the  Commercial 
Treaties  of  1862  and  1865.  But  on 
what  authority  does  my  right  hon. 
Friend  make  this  offer?  On  no 
authority  whatever.  The  House  will 
not  find  in  those  resolutions  of  the 
Dominion  Parliament  any  definite 
scheme  proposed  for  the  acceptance  of 
Her  Majesty's  Government.  The 
speeches  of  my  right  hon.  Friend  and 
of   my   hon.   Friend  the   Member  for 
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Sheffield  were  only  based  upon  vagoi| 
resolutions  of  public  meetings,  on- 
flowing  with  sentiments  in  whiil 
we  cordially  share,  of  affection  betwen 
the  United  Kingdom  and  the  Colonis;  I 
but  not  adopting  any  definite  pofiq 
at  all.  But  now,  what  should  we  Ion 
by  denouncing  those  Treaties?  Li  I 
me  just  state  to  the  House  what  then 
Treaties  give  us.  The  Treaty  with 
Belgium  secures  to  British  subjects  the  I 
same  treatment  as  natives  with  respect 
to  all  rights  and  privileges  in  matters 
of  commerce  and  navigation,  of  pay- 
ment of  duties  on  tonnage,  light- 
houses, quarantine,  loading  ui 
unloading  of  vessels;  permisaoc 
to  import  and  export  goods  in 
British  vessels  as  in  Belgian  vessels; 
participation  in  coasting  trade ;  pro- 
tection of  trade  marks ;  payment  of 
salvage  dues  on  wrecked  property ;  the 
right  to  enjoy  most  favoured  nation 
treatment  in  all  that  relates  to  com- 
merce and  navigation ;  warehousing 
and  transit  of  goods ;  and  so  on.  The 
Treaty  with  the  Zollverein  confers  on 
our  subjects  most  favoured  nation 
treatment  in  our  commerce  and  trade, 
and  contains  stipulations  respecting 
payment  of  taxes,  import  and  export 
duties,  reduction  of  carriage  ;  prohibi- 
tions of  import  and  export  duties ;  and 
provisions  for  the  free  transport  of 
goods  and  coal.  These  are  very  im- 
portant provisions,  as  every  one  who 
knows  the  trade  relations  between  the 
United  Kingdom  and  those  countries 
must  be  aware.  Is  this  the  time  ta 
risk  the  loss  of  them?  My  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Sheffield  has 
told  us  that  a  wave  of  protection  is 
passing  over  Europe  and  other  countries, 
and  he  suggested  that  we  should  join 
in  the  foolish  policy.  Well,  I  should 
not  be  surprised  if  before  very  long 
a  neighbouring  country  felt  very  sorry 
for  the  length  to  which  it  has  gone  in 
this  direction.  But  what  has  actually 
happened  ?  These  very  treaties  which 
my  hon.  Friends  desire  to  denounce  are 
at  the  present  moment  of  the  greatest 
service  to  us  in  contending  with  this 
policy.  The  House  is  aware  that 
certain  Commercial  Treaties  have 
recently  been  concluded  between 
Germany,  Italy,  Austria-Hungary, 
Belgium  and  Switzerland.  I  do  not 
say  they  are  free  trade  treaties,  but 
in  some  important  particulars  they  are- 
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f  a  step  in  that  direction  :  and  we  have 
.  obtained  the  advantage  of  them  for  this 
country  through   those  most  favoured 
.nation  clauses   in    our    treaties    with 
'  Germany  and  Belgium.       I  have  not 
yet  got  particulars  of  the  new  German 
tariff;  but  with  regard  to  Belgium,  in 
addition  to  transit  facilities  and  other 
advantages  we  have  obtained  free  entry 
into  Belgium  for  no  less  than  13  differ- 
ent classes  of  goods,  and  a  reduction 
in    existing  duties  on  20  other  kinds 
of  articles.      Now,  I  think  I  have  said 
enough  to  show  the  House  that  the 
proposal  of  my  right  hon.  Friend  wrould 
be  injurious  to  this  country.     I  do  not 
think  that  such  engagements  would  be 
'  entered  into  at  the  present  time  ;  and 
1  I  agree  that  when  a  favourable  oppor- 
*  tunity  occurs  it  would  be  well  to  attempt 
1  to  obtain  a  revision  of  the  provisions 
1  to  which  he  objects,  but  this  is  not  the 
time    to    move,    and    Her    Majesty's 
Government  cannot  undertake  to  move 
in  the  direction  in  which  they  are  asked 
to  go  by  my  right  hon.  Friend. 

Mr.  C.  W.  GRAY  (Essex,  Maldon) : 
I  must  apologise  for  venturing  to  inter- 
pose during  the  course  of  this  discus- 
sion, but  I  should  just  like  to  say  that 
I  think  that  there  would  be  a  benefit 
accruing  to  the  British  farmer  if  a  plan 
of  this  sort  were  adopted.  We  want 
industrial  activity  in  all  parts  of  the 
country  and  among  all  our  trades,  be- 
cause we  know  that  when  the  manufac- 
turing districts  are  doing  well,  when 
the  wheels  and  the  machinery  in  the 
cotton  spinning  districts  are  going 
round,  the  operatives  in  these  trades 
under  these  circumstances  are  the  very 
best  customers  of  our  agricultural  dis- 
tricts. We  want  to  see  the  industries 
of  England  going  on  at  high  pressure. 
My  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  West 
Newington  (Mr.  C.W.Radcliffe- Cooke), 
who  is  a  most  ardent  Free  Trader, 
will  scarcely  dispute  the  statement 
that  if  our  trade  amongst  ourselves 
were  maintained  it  would  be  better  for 
this  great  Empire  than  if  that  trade 
were  going  on  in  Germany,  or  in 
France.  We  know  that  almost  all 
our  English  operatives,  with  perhaps 
the  exception  of  a  few  that  came  up  to 
London  and  posed  as  agricultural 
labourers,  although  probably  they  have 
never  in  their  lives  taken  an  agricul- 
tural labourers'  wages  on  a  Saturday 
night,   believe   in    as    much   work   as 
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possible  baing  done  here  at  home,  and 
as  many  sovereigns  and  shillings  as 
possible  being  paid  on  Saturday  night 
to  the  operatives  here  at  home.  As  to 
the  agricultural  part  of  the  question,  I 
believe  if  you  canvassed  all  the  British 
farmers  between  the  Lands  End  and 
John  O'Groats,  you  would  find  that  if 
our  throats  are  to  be  cut  they  would 
prefer  that  the  operation  should  be  per- 
formed by  our  own  kith  and  kin.  .  We 
know  from  the  position  of  our  labourers 
that  they  are  not  in  a  position  to  pay 
high  prices  for  the  necessities  of  life, 
nor  do  we  desire  that  they  should  do 
so.  We  want  fair  play  between  the 
Mother  Country  and  the  Colonies,  and 
when  all  the  industries  of  the  old 
country  are  active,  we  learn  that  we 
shall  profit  by  that  activity,  because 
there  w7ill  be  an  increased  demand  for  a 
great  deal  of  the  agricultural  produce 
which  can  be,  and  which  ought  to  be, 
raised  on  our  home  fields. 

(11.12.)  Mr.  ILLINGWORTH 
(Bradford)  :  Sir,  I  desire,  on  behalf  of 
myself  and  on  behalf  of  those  sitting  on 
this  side  of  the  House,  to  express  our 
thanks  to  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  for  the  way  he  has  answered 
the  speech  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
who  introduced  this  Amendment.  Any- 
thing more  sound,  more  candid,  or  more 
complete  as  an  answer  it  would  be  im- 
possible to  look  for.  There  is  no  doubt 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  who  in- 
troduced this  Amendment  looks  to  Pro- 
tection, and  there  is  no  prospect  of  any 
scheme  of  the  kind  he  mentioned  being 
successful,  even  from  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  own  standpoint,  without 
Protection.  Reference  has  been  made 
to  a  meeting  in  Bradford,  and  I  must 
say  that  I  do  not  think  there  is  any 
man  in  Lancashire  or  Yorkshire  who 
has  thoroughly  ascertained  the  condi- 
tions of  those  so-called  protected  indus- 
tries who  wTould  wish  really  to  trans- 
plant his  industry  or  his  prospects  from 
one  country  to  another.  1  could  have 
wished  that  the  Motion  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  run  upon  lines  such  as 
these — that  seeing  the  evils  produced 
by  the  war  system  in  Europe,  the 
social  and  industrial  condition  of  every 
nation  affected  by  it,  it  would  have  been 
well  if  this  Government  could  have  been 
induced  to  bring  about  a  reduction  of 
the  armaments  of  Europe,  and  thus  to 
institute  a  much  better  condition  of 

F 


115 


Address  in 


{COMMONS}       Answer  to  ths  Spe&ch. 


things.  What  can  be  ascertained  be- 
yond doubt  is  this :  that  the  increased 
tariffs  of  every  country  in  Europe  and 
of  the  United  States  are  directly 
traceable  to  the  wars  of  1863,  1864, 
and  the  war  of  1870.  What  confidence 
can  hon.  Gentlemen  and  right  hon. 
Gentlemen  have  in  what  they  call 
Moderate  Protection.  Where  is  the 
country  that  is  practising  it  ?  Every- 
where it  is  being  abandoned.  Does 
not  that  clearly  show  that,  like  moder- 
ate drinking,  there  must  be  a  continual 
increase  of  the  dose  ?  If  that  is  not  the 
case,  how  is  it  that  no  country  in 
Europe  and  that  neither  Canada  nor 
the  United  States  has  been  content 
with  moderate  protection  ?  Hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  talk  of  a  moderate 
increase  of  five  shillings  per  quarter  on 
wheat,  but  that  five  shillings  would  be 
swallowed  up  by  the  landlord  to  begin 
with,  and  then  they  would  want  another 
five  shillings  for  the  farmer,  and  after 
that  another  ten  shillings  for  the 
labourer.  There  is  no  limit.  I  do  not 
hesitate  to  say  that  the  hostile  tariffs  of 
every  country  in  the  world  have 
operated  to  some  extent  injuriously 
to  the  trade  of  this  country. 
But  if  hon.  Gentlemen  had  been 
candid  they  would  have  said  that 
the  exports  of  every  other  country  have 
been  declining  as  well  as  our  own — in 
some  instances  more  so.  There  is 
nothing  in  the  condition  of  Europe  or 
America  that  should  lead  us  to 
abandon  our  present  position.  We 
are  on  solid  ground.  If  it  is 
one-sided  Free  Trade,  it  is  all  in  favour 
of  this  country,  and  the  burden  falls  on 
others.  They  have  to  pay  an  increased, 
even  an  extravagant,  price  for  their 
commodities.  If  we  can  induce  this 
Government,  or  any  Government  or 
country,  to  take  up  the  question  of 
these  excessive  and  crushing  armaments, 
which  are  the  curse  of  the  world,  we 
should  do  something  to  improve  our 
own  industries  and  to  better  industrial 
relationships  with  and  in  every  country 
in  Europe. 

(11.19.)  Mr.  BYRON  REED  (Brad- 
ford, E.) :  Sir,  I  should  not  be  loyal 
to  the  constituency  which  I  repre- 
sent if  I  allowed  the  opinions  of  my 
hon.  Colleague  opposite  to  go  forth 
as  the  opinions  of  the  people  of  Brad- 
ford. The  conclusion  that  I  have  deli- 
berately arrived  at,  which  is  shared  by 

Mr.  Illingworth 


the  great  mass  of  the  emplo 
labour,  is  that  unless  something 
very  speedily  for  the  relief  of  oui 
trial  classes  we  shall  be  in  a  co 
of  partial  depopulation.  I  can 
the  House  that  I  could  wish 
better  electoral  cry  in  my  constit  u 
in  that  of  my  hon.  Colleague  o 
than  the  cry  of  Fair  Trade.  1 1 
with  some  surprise  to  the  statei 
my  hon.  Colleague,  that  the  cond 
the  Bradford  trade  is  better  th 
of  the  United  States.  I  knov 
manufacturers  who,  owing  to  1 
fair  competition  of  American 
have  taken  their  capital  and  ma 
to  the  United  States,  being  un 
make  a  profit  or  to  find  employn 
their  own  people  at  home.  I  ] 
fear  of  the  cry  of  Protectioi 
raised  against  us.  The  great  m 
the  working  classes  are  in  theor 
all  are  in  theory,  Free  Tradi 
advocates  of  a  system  of  free  ii 
tion  of  raw  material,  but  also  in 
of  such  pressure  being  put  on  \ 
Governments  as  will  enable  the  p 
of  the  British  artisan  to  have  it 
in  the  markets  of  the  world. 

Mr.  J.  LOWTHER :  After  t 
couragement  I  have  met  with 
no  desire  to  embarrass  the  Gove 
by  taking  a  division,  it  being 
opinion  undesirable  to  do  so  i 
question  affecting  treaties  with  ] 
Powers.  I  therefore  beg  leave  t 
draw  my  Amendment. 

Question,  "  That  the  Amends 
withdrawn,"  put,  and  negatived 

Question,  "  That  the  proposed 
be  there  added,"  put,  and  negat: 

Original  Question  again  propc 

Motion  made,  and  Question  prt 
"  That  the  Debate  be  now  adjoi 
— (Mr.  Broadhurst.) 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  It 
unusual  time  to  move  the  adjoin 
of  the  Debate  on  any  day  but  tl 
day  of  the  Session;  but  I  belie\ 
customary  on  the  first  day  that  we 
adjourn  at  a  somewhat  earlier 
than  usual,  and,  therefore,  I  1 
assent  to  the  Motion. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

House  adjourned  at   twej 
minutes  past  Eleven 
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HOUSE    OF    COMMONS, 
Wednesday,    10th    February,    1892. 


The  House  met  at  12  o'clock. 
NOTICE  OF  MOTION. 


Mr.  SEXTON  (Belfast,  W.) :  I  beg 

to  give  notice  that   I  shall  move  an 

Amendment    to  the   Address    in    the 

following  words : — We    deem    it    our 

duty  to  acquaint  your  Majesty  that  a 

t  decisive  majority  of  the  Irish  people 
x  and  of  their  representatives  in  this 
'-  House  are  convinced  of  the  inability  of 
this  Imperial  Parliament  to  legislate 
for  Ireland  as  the  distinctive  interests 
of  that  country  require,  and  this  con- 
viction has  been  intensified  by  the 
manifest  failure  of  the  Land  Purchase 
Act,  1891,  to  afford  an  acceptable  basis 
for  the  extension  of  the  class  of  occupy- 
ing proprietors  in  Ireland. 

PETITION. 


PROVISIONAL  ORDER  BILLS. 


THE  REPRESENTATION  OP  EAST 
BELFAST. 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  (Tyrone,  S.)  : 
I  have  to  present  a  Petition  'from  the 
inhabitants  of  East  Belfast,  calling 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  the 
practical  disfranchisement  of  that  con- 
stituency, and  in  view  of  legislation 
affecting  Ireland  during  the  present 
Session,  asking  this  House  to  declare 
the  seat  vacant.  As  the  Petition 
affects  a  Member  of  this  House  I  beg 
to  request  that  the  Prayer  of  the 
Petitioner  be  read  by  the  Clerk  at  the 
Table. 

Petition  presented,  and  read  by  the 
Clerk. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON  (Belfast,  S.) :  I 
have  to  present  a  Petition  from  the 
Orange  Lodges  of  Belfast  with  a  prayer 
to  the  same  effect. 


NEW  WRIT. 

For  the  Borough  of  Liverpool, 
Everton  Division,  v.  Edward  Whitley, 
Esq.,  deceased. — (Mr.  Akers  Douglas.) 

VOL.  I.         [new  sbbies.] 


On  the  Motion  of  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  (Sir  Michael  Hicks 
BeachUeave  was  given  to  introduce  the 
following  Bills : — 

RAILWAY  RATE8  AND  CHARGES  ORDER 
CONFIRMATION  (NO.  1)  BILL. 
Bill  to  confirm  a  Provisional  Order  made  by 
the  Board  of  Trade  under  "  The  Railway  and 
Canal  Traffic  Act,  1888,"  containing  the  Classi- 
fication of  Merchandise  Traffic,  and  the  Sche- 
dule of  Maximum  Rates  and  Charges  applic- 
able thereto,  of  the  North  Eastern  Railway 
Company  and  certain  other  Railway  Com- 
panies. 

RAILWAY  RATES  AND  CHARGES  ORDER 
CONFIRMATION  (NO.  2)  BILL. 
Bill  to  confirm  a  Provisional  Order  made  by 
the  Board  of  Trade  under  u  The  Railway  and 
Canal  Traffic  Act,  1888,"  containing  the  Classi- 
fication of  Merchandise  Traffic,  and  the 
Schedule  of  Maximum  Rates  and  Charges 
applicable  thereto,  of  the  Lancashire  and 
Yorkshire  Company  and  certain  other  Com- 
panies. 

RAILWAY    RATES    AND     CHARGES     ORDER 

CONFIRMATION  (NO.  3)  BILL. 
Bill  to  confirm  a  Provisional  Order  made  by 
the  Board  of  Trade  under  "  The  Railway  and 
Canal  Traffic  Act,  1888,"  containing  the  Classi- 
fication of  Merchandise  Traffic,  and  the 
Schedule  of  Maximum  Rates  and  Charges 
applicable  thereto,  of  the  Manchester,  Sheffield, 
and  Lincolnshire  Railway  Company  and 
certain  other  Railway  Companies. 

RAILWAY  RATES  AND  CHARGES  ORDER 
CONFIRMATION  (NO.  4)  BILL. 
Bill  to  confirm  a  Provisional  Order  made  by 
the  Board  of  Trade  under  "  The  Railway  and 
Canal  Traffic  Act,  1888/'  containing  the  Classi- 
fication of  Merchandise  Traffic,  and  the 
Schedule  of  Maximum  Rates  and  Charges 
applicable  thereto,  of  the  Abbotsbury  Railway 
Company  and  certain  other  Railway  Com- 
panies. 

RAILWAY  RATES  AND  CHARGES  ORDER 
CONFIRMATION  (NO.  5)  BILL. 
Bill  to  confirm  a  Provisional  Order  made  by 
the  Board  of  Trade  under  "  The  Railway  and 
Canal  Traffic  Act,  1888,"  containing  the 
Classification  of  Merchandise  Traffic,  and  the 
Schedule  of  Maximum  Rates  and  Charges 
applicable  thereto,  of  the  North  Staffordshire 
Railway  Company  and  certain  other  Railway 
Companies. 

RAILWAY  RATES  AND  CHARGES  ORDER 
CONFIRMATION  (NO.  6)  BILL, 
Bill  to  confirm  a  Provisional  Order  made  by 
the  Board  of  Trade  under  "  The  Railway  and 
Canal  Traffic  Act,  1888,"  containing  the 
Classification  of  Merchandise  Traffic,  and  the 
Schedule  of  Maximum  Rates  and  Charges 
applicable  thereto,  of  tfce  London,  Tilbury, 
and  Southend  Railway  Company  and  certain 
other  Companies. 
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RAILWAY    RATES    AND     CHARGES     ORDER 
CONFIRMATION  (NO.  7)  BILL. 

Bill  to  confirm  a  Provisional  Order  made 
by  the  Board  of  Trade  under  "  The  Railway 
and  Canal  Traffic  Act,  1888,"  containing  the 
Classification  of  Merchandise  Traffic,  and  the 
Schedule  of  Maximum  Rates  and  Charges  ap- 
plicable thereto,  of  the  Midland  and  South 
Western  Junction  Railway  Company  and 
certain  other  Railway  Companies. 

RAILWAY    RATES    AND     CHARGES     ORDER 

CONFIRMATION  (NO.  8)  BILL. 

Bill  to  confirm  a  Provisional  Order  made  by 
the  Board  of  Trade  under  "  The  Railway  and 
Canal  Traffic  Act,  1888,"  containing  the  Classi- 
fication of  Merchandise  Traffic,  and  the 
Schedule  of  Maximum  Rates  and  Charges  ap- 
plicable thereto,  of  the  Taff  Vale  Railway 
Company  and  certain  other  Railway  Com- 
panies. 

ORDER  OF  THE  DAY. 


ADDRESS     IN      ANSWER      TO      HER 
MAJESTY'S  MOST  GRACIOUS  SPEECH. 

ADJOURNED     DEBATE. 

Order  read,  for  resuming  Adjourned 
Debate  on  Main  Question  [9th  Febru- 
ary]— "  That  an  humble  Address  be 
presented  to  Her  Majesty,  as  fol- 
loweth : — 

Most  Gracious  Sovereign, 

We,  Your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal 
subjects,  the  Commons  of  the  United  King- 
dom of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  in  Parlia- 
ment assembled,  beg  leave  to  offer  our  humble 
thanks  to  Your  Majesty  for  the  gracious 
speech  which  Your  Majesty  has  addressed  to 
both  Houses  of  Parliament : 

We  take  this  first  opportunity  of  offering  to 
Your  Majesty  our  sincere  condolence  in  the 
Afflicting  dispensation  of  Providence  with 
which  Your  Majesty  and  this  Nation  have 
been  visited,  in  the  death  of  His  Royal  High- 
ness Prince  Albert  Victor,  Duke  of  Clarence 
and  Avondale : 

We  assure  Your  Majesty  of  our  heartfelt 
participation  in  the  universal  feeling  of  sym- 
pathy with  Yoar  Majesty  and  Your  Majesty's 
family  under  this  grievous  affliction,  and  in 
the  deep  sense  entertained  by  all  classes  of 
Your  Majesty's  subjects  of  the  calamity 
which  the  Country  has  sustained  by  the  loss 
of  a  Prince  who  had  won  for  himself  the 
general  affection  and  regard  of  Your  Majesty's 
subjects."— (Mr,  Hermon  Hodge.) 

Question  again  proposed. 
Debate  resumed. 


-(12.25.)  Mr.  BROADHUBST  (Not- 
tingham, W.) :  I  think  it  is  to  be  re- 
gretted that  no  Member  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government — that  is  to  say,  no  member 
of  the  Cabinet — is  present  at  the  com- 
mencement of  business  to  hear  what 
hon.  Members  have  to  say  in  regard 
to  the  affairs  of  the  country,  and 
prepared  to  give  explanations  that 
may  be  asked  for.  The  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  is  entering  as  I  speak, 
but  still  I  maintain  it  should  be  the 
duty  of  the  Leader  of  the  House  to 
be  present  on  an  occasion  of  this 
kind.  My  object,  in  the  first  place, 
is  to  draw  attention  to  the  remote 
position  occupied  by  the  Employers' 
Liability  Bill  in  the  programme  of  the 
business  of  the  Session.  This,  I  think, 
is  a  just  cause  of  complaint,  and  we 
are  amply  justified  in  calling  attention 
to  it.  For  five  or  six  years  past  the 
Government  have  dangled  this  subject 
before  the  eyes  of  our  workpeople 
without  making  any  adequate  effort 
to  deal  with  it.  I  am  perfectly 
aware  that  the  Government  did,  in 
the  Session  of  1888,  introduce  a  Bill 
and,  by  a  sort  of  sledge-hammer  pro- 
cess, and  against  the  protests  of  all 
those  concerned  on  behalf  of  workmen, 
brought  that  measure  to  a  certain 
stage  of  procedure  in  this  House. 
They  succeeded  in  carrying  that  stage 
by  a  considerable  majority,  but  they 
proceeded  no  further  with  it,  and  since 
then  the  only  indication  shown  by  the 
Government  that  they  really  have  any 
interest  in  the  question  has  been  by 
continually  finding  some  corner  in  the 
Queen's  Speech  in  which  to  mention 
it,  but  making  no  further  attempt  to 
proceed  with  legislation  upon  this  im- 
portant matter.  Now  the  Government 
have  had  ample  time,  plenty  of  op- 
portunity, with  a  willing — I  might 
almost  say  a  clannish — majority  at  their 
back ;  and  there  is  no  excuse  for  thus 
neglecting  the  interests  of  the  workmen. 
Had  the  Government  been  in  earnest 
with  regard  to  this  question,  they  would 
have  found  the  House — on  this  side,  at 
any  rate — quite  prepared  to  co-operate 
with  them  in  passing  a  good,  sub- 
stantial Bill.  But  they  have  not 
made  any  such  attempt ;  they  have 
shown  no  indication  of  being  earnest 
in  this  matter.  Here  we  are  at  what 
is  presumably  the  last  Session  of  this 
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Parliament — almost  at  the  death-bed 
of  the  Government  of  the  day — I  mean 
the  political  death-bed  of  the  Govern- 
ment. The  President  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  does  not  seem  to  believe 
it,  but  I  imagine  he  is  about 
the  only  man  in  the  country  who 
does  not.  I  say  we  have  indications 
from  all  parts  of  the  country,  the 
evidence  we  had  here  yesterday  seems 
to  indicate  that  the  country,  at  any 
rate,  is  of  that  opinion,  whether  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  is  or  not.  In  my 
opinion  we  are  undoubtedly  near  the 
last  hours  of  the  present  Government, 
and  they  have  on  this  occasion  again 
mentioned  this  subject  almost  at  the 
end  of  Her  Majesty's  most  gracious 
Speech,  without  any  evidence  that  they 
are  in  earnest  in  regard  to  it.  Indeed, 
the  Leader  of  the  House,  in  his  reply  last 
night,  made  no  mention  of  the  subject 
at  all,  treating  the  whole  affair  with 
the  utmost  contempt  and  disdain, 
passing  by  the  Home  Secretary's  Bill 
without  any  reference.  Indeed,  as 
Leader  of  the  House,  he  dealt  with 
some  other  measures  in  an  original 
manner.  He  practically  abandoned  the 
idea  of  introducing  the  District  Coun- 
cils Bill,  and  yet  that  Bill  occupies  on 
the  programme  a  superior  position  to 
the  Employers'  Liability  Bill.  Well, 
if  the  Government  have  made  up  their 
minds  not  to  make  any  attempt  to  deal 
with  District  Councils,  then  it  is 
apparently  certain,  so  far  as  one  can 
draw  a  conclusion,  that  to  mention  the 
question  of  Employers'  Liability  is  a 
mere  farce,  and  that  the  Government 
have  no  intention  to  make  any  attempt, 
d  rect  or  otherwise,  to  deal  with  the  sub- 
ject. Now,  Her  Majesty's  Government 
know  perfectly  well  that  when  in  1888 
they  occupied  a  considerable  portion  of 
the  time  of  the  House,  both  here  and  in 
<3rand  Committee  upstairs,  with  their 
Bill,  that  we  were  all  anxious — as 
anxious  as  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
was — to  dispose  of  this  question  once 
for  all;  and  if  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment had  on  that  occasion  shown 
the  least  inclination  to  meet  the 
reasonable  demands  of  the  people,  by 
pushing  the  Bill  on  the  lines  of 
justice,  the  Bill  would  have  been 
passed.  But  the  light  hon.  Gentle- 
man introduced  a  measure  which 
was  not  acceptable  to  the  people,  which 


was  objected  to  by  all  workmens' 
organizations,  and  which  was  con- 
demned by  a  very  large  minority  of 
Members  of  this  House.  He,  standing 
to  his  guns,  so  to  speak,  refused  to 
make  the  least  concession,  and  by 
his  dogged  resistance  the  Bill  was 
destroyed.  Now,  if  the  Home  Secretary 
should  be  permitted  by  the  Leader 
of  the  House  to  proceed  with  the 
Bill  this  Session,  and  if  it  is  a  Bill 
conceived  in  the  same  narrow,  sus- 
picious spirit  as  was  the  Bill  of  1888, 
then  the  same  tactics  will  be  adopted  by 
those  opposed  to  it  in  1892  as  were 
pursued  in  1888.  But  meantime  the 
Government  have  learned  from  ex- 
perience, if  they  have  progressed  in  the 
path  of  Tory  democratic  policy  on  this 
as  they-  have  on  other  subjects  that 
they  propose  dealing  with  this  Session, 
and  I  should  think  the  Home  Secretary 
will  have  kept  pace  with  his  col- 
leagues, and  will  be  prepared,  after 
four  years'  study,  to  introduce  a  Bill 
having  for  its  main  principles  sim- 
plicity, straightforwardness,  and  ample 
justice  to  the  working  people,  for  whom 
this  measure  is  chiefly  needed.  I 
make  a  very  frank  offer  of  assistance, 
and  equally  frank  is  the  confession  of  a 
determination  to  oppose  the  measure, 
unless  it  be  a  reasonably  good  and 
fair  one.  I  hope  the  Government 
will  on  their  part  be  frank  in  any 
reply  they  may  make  to-day,  and  will 
tell  us  whether  they  really  intend  to 
make  any  attempt  with  the  Bill  or  not. 
If  they  have  no  such  intention,  if  the 
Bill  is  only  mentioned  in  the  Speech  to 
extend  the  programme  and  make  a 
demonstration  at  the  commencement 
of  the  Session,  then  let  us  be  told  that 
at  once,  just  as  the  Leader  of  the  House 
told  us  in  regard  to  the  District  Coun- 
cils Bill,  that  there  is  no  hope  of  passing 
it;  that  it  is  only  put  into  the  pro- 
gramme for  filling  up  purposes;  that 
they  are  not  the  least  in  earnest  about 
this  or  any  other  of  the  Badical .  mea- 
sures they  profess  their  desire  to  pass 
into  law.  I  am  not  going  to  dwell  at 
greater  length  on  the  subject  than  to 
say  that'  our  demands  with  regard  to 
employers'  liability  are  simply  based 
on  common  justice,  having  regard  to 
the  existing  law.  All  we  ask  is  this : 
that  the  workpeople  of  the  country 
shall  have  the  same  law  applied  to 
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them  as  is  applied  to  other  subjects 
of  Her  Majesty ;  that  we  shall  be 
under  no  disqualification  arising  out 
of  legally  spun  theories  of  common 
employment,  upon  which  the  Home 
Secretary  loves  to  dwell,  but  which 
most  other  legal  authorities  have  long 
abandoned  as  untenable.  If  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  will  abandon  his  old- 
fashioned  notions  and  place  himself  in 
line  with  the  march  of  the  opinions  of 
the  day,  then  we  say  we  will  welcome 
him,  we  will  help  him  to  pass  his  Bill, 
and  he  may  go  back  to  his  constituents 
and  appeal  to  them  for  a  renewal  of 
their  confidence  with  at  least  one  mea- 
sure of  importance  down  to  his  credit, 
and  having  during  long  years  of  office 
made  an  effort  to  pass  legislation  in  the 
interest  of  workmen,  their  wives  and 
children.  There  is  one  other  subject 
I  must  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
attention  to  before  I  sit  down.  Last 
Session  he  passed  an  Act  amending  the 
Factory  and  Workshops  Consolidation 
Act  of  1878,  and  by  that  Act,  if  I 
remember  rightly,  he  abolished  certi- 
fying surgeons — ["No,  no!"] — well 
they  were  not  abolished,  but  the 
attempt  was  made  to  abolish 
certifying  surgeons.  At  any  rate, 
the  effect  of  the  Act  of  last  Session, 
if  it  has  been  effective  at  all,  if 
it  will  have  any  effect  beyond  that  part 
of  it  which  the  Opposition  secured, 
namely,  the  raising  of  the  age  of  half- 
timers — and  that,  of  course,  will  be 
effective — but  if  the  other  portions  of 
the  Act,  which  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man is  responsible  for,  have  any  effect, 
there  will  necessarily  be  a  large  in- 
crease in  the  duties  of  the  Factory 
and  Workshops  Inspectors.  Well  but, 
previously  to  the  passing  of  the  Act 
causing  these  additional  duties,  every- 
body admitted  that  the  staff  of  In- 
spectors was  totally  inadequate  to  cope 
with  the  work  imposed  upon  them. 
The  Home  Secretary,  either  at 
the  commencement  of  last  Session  or 
the  previous  Session,  undertook  in  this 
House,  in  answer  to  questions,  to  con- 
sider the  question  of  an  increase  of  the 
<staff,  and  on  one  occasion,  if  I  re- 
member rightly,  he  almost  promised 
.that  there  should  be  an  increase  in  the 
number  of  Inspectors.  If  the  Act  of 
last  Session  is  to  be  enforced,  new 
duties  will  be  added  to  the  work  of  the 
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overburdened  Inspectors.  I  do  not 
know  what  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
has  done  during  the  recess  ;  but,  at  any 
rate,  there  has  been  no  public  intima- 
tion, so  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  gather 
from  the  ordinary  channels  of  informa- 
tion, that  the  Government  have  made 
up  their  mind,  or  made  any  effort* 
to  increase  the  staff  of  Inspectors, 
I  know  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will 
get  up  and  say,  as  he  has  said  before* 
that  he  cannot  fill  the  country  with 
Inspectors,  and  that  too  many  Inspec- 
tors will  interfere  with  trade,  and  that 
people  must  assist  the  administration 
of  the  law  themselves  by  making 
communications  to  the  Inspectors  when 
the  law  is  evaded.  All  that  we  have 
heard  before  many,  many  times,  and  it 
has  been  replied  to  again  and  again , 
that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Government, 
if  they  declare  these  laws  are  necessary* 
to  see  that  the  laws  are  enforced.  It  is 
not  the  duty  of  workmen  and  work- 
women, whose  bread  might  be  taken 
from  their  mouths,  and  their  children 
starved,  and  their  prospects  ruined,  to 
become  the  unpaid  and  unauthorised 
Inspectors  of  the  Home  Office.  What 
we  want  is  a  reasonable  increase. 
We  are  not  asking  that  the  Govern- 
ment should  double  the  number  or 
flood  the  country  with  Government 
Inspectors.  All  we  ask  is  a  reasonable 
increase  to  such  a  number  as  will 
make  it  reasonably  probable  that  the 
law  declared  by  both  Houses  of  Par- 
liament to  be  necessary  shall  not  be- 
come a  dead  letter.  Is  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  and  are  his  colleagues,, 
prepared  to  meet  the  demands  of  the? 
friends  of  the  workpeople  and  all  who 
are  concerned  in  this  matter,  or  not  ? 
Let  us  have  an  answer,  "  yes  "  or  "  no,"' 
once  for  all,  and  then  we  shall  know 
how  to  act,  and  what  proceedings  to  take 
to  bring  our  views  of  the  necessity  of 
the  case  before  the  Government.  I  have 
no  intention  of  occupying  the  time  of 
the  House  on  this  subject ;  but  there  is 
one  other  matter  to  which  I  ask  per- 
mission to  refer  while  I  am  upon  these 
labour  subjects,  but  this  does  not  relate 
to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  Depart- 
ment, but  to  the  Board  of  Works. 
During  last  Session  of  Parliament  a 
Resolution  was  agreed  to  in  this  House, 
at  the  request,  I  believe,  of  the  First 
Commissioner  of  Works,  that  in  future 
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fair  wages  should  be  paid  to  the  men 
engaged  upon   Government  contracts. 
While  in  some  cases  that  pledge  has 
been  redeemed,  in   others  it  has  not. 
I  should  have  liked — but  I  only  had  a 
communication   to   day  from   a  trade 
concerned,      namely,       the      London 
painters  and  decorators — to  have  given 
the  First  Commissioner  notice  of  my 
intention  to  mention  this.     I  wish  he 
were  present  to  tell  the  House  why  it 
is  that  the  Resolution  we  agreed  to,  a 
modified     Resolution,     a    compromise 
made    at    his    own    suggestion    and 
adopted  Jby  the  House    without  oppo- 
sition,  why  that   Resolution    has  not 
been   faithfully   interpreted,   not   been 
put  in   practice   with   all    the    trades 
concerned   in   Government  contracts? 
I     understand    the    complaint    arises 
chiefly  from  the  London  painters  and 
decorators.     According    to  a   circular 
I  have  received,  the  painters  in  meeting 
assembled — I  have  not  a  copy  of  the 
circular     with     me — have    passed     a 
resolution  requesting  Members  of  this 
House  to  call  the    attention    of    the 
-Government  to  this  subject — that  the 
Department  still  refuses  to  pay  the  same 
rate  of  wages  as  has  been  paid  by  Messrs. 
Holland  and  Hannen  for  years  back  to 
their    painters    and   decorators.     If  I 
remember  aright,  the  circular  intimates 
that  the  Government  pay  a  halfpenny 
an  hour  less  than  the  recognised  rate 
of  wages  in  the  trade  as  paid  by  the 
best  reputed  firms  in  the  Metropolis. 
I  have  no  doubt  the  First  Commissioner 
will  take  an  early  opportunity  of  inquir- 
ing into  this  matter.  I  am  glad  to  see  he 
has  just  entered  the  House.      I  was 
complaining  of  the  want  of  good  faith, 
*80  far  as  information  has  reached  me  a 
few  hours  ago,  on  the  part  of  the  Go- 
vernment in  not  giving  effect   to  the 
Resolution  of  last    Session,    that    all 
trades  employed  in  the  Department  of 
Public  Works  should  be  paid  at  the 
current  rate  of  wages  paid  by  firms  in 
-the  trade.     In  one  case,   that  of  the 
painters,  the  Government  still  refuse  to 
pay   the   wages    as    paid    by    Messrs. 
Holland  and  Hannen,  one  of  the  oldest 
and  most  respected  firms  in  the  country ; 
the  Government  are  still  paying  some- 
thing like  a  halfpenny  an  hour  less  than 
the    prevailing  rate   of    wages.      The 
trade  concerned  through  its  members 
in    meeting    have    asked   Members  of 


the    House    to    inquire    why  the  Go- 
vernment have  not  carried  out  in  good 
faith  the  Resolution  which  was,  if  I 
remember  rightly,  heartily  accepted  by 
the  First   Commissioner,  and,  indeed, 
was  a  Resolution  originally  moved  on 
this  side  of  the  House  and  amended  by 
the  right  hon.    Gentleman,   he,   as  I 
understand,  giving  his  word  that  the 
terms  of  the  Resolution  should  be  faith- 
fully observed.     We  want  to  know  if 
the  statement  I  make  on  the  authority 
of  a  printed  circular  is  true,  and  why, 
if  it  is  true,  the  Resolution  has  not  been 
observed  in  the  case  of  the  painters, 
while    it    has    been    observed    fairly, 
honourably,  and  straightforwardly  by 
the    right    hon.  Gentleman    with   re- 
gard  to    other    trades?     I    am  very 
pleased    to    see     that     the     Leader 
of    the      House      is      now     present, 
though  I  regret  he  was  not  present  at 
the  commencement  of  my  remarks,  for 
I  should  like  to  have  from  him  some 
assurance  on  the  subject  as  to  which  I 
complained.  Will  he  tell  us,  in  the  most 
straightforward  way  he  can,  whether  the 
Government  intend  to  proceed  with  the 
Employers'  Liability  Bill?    I  do  not 
wish  in  any  way  to  complain  that  the 
Government  have  placed  a  scheme  for 
Local  Government  for  Ireland  at  the 
head  of  their  programme  ;  on  the  con- 
trary I  am   glad  they  have  done  so ; 
because,  if  the  measure  passes,  it  will  be 
an  initial  stage  to  complete  Home  Rule 
established  by  the  House  of  Commons, 
and  it  will  save  considerable  labour  to 
this  side  of  the  House  in  time  to  come 
when  we  are  engaged  upon  a  measure 
for  completing  the  liberties  of  the  Irish 
people.     Neither  do  I  complain  of  the 
measure  in  the  charge  of  the  Minister 
for  Agriculture ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  I 
am  pleased  to  see  the  progress  made  by 
a  member  of  Her  Majesty's  Government 
on  the  subject  to  which,  at  no  very 
distant  date,  he  was  bitterly  opposed. 
It  will  be  an  additional  interest  to  see 
this  measure  for  the  creation  of  small 
holdings  passed  through  the  House  of 
Commons  by  the  Minister  for  Agricul- 
ture,  who  used  to  be  the  champion 
in     heaping    ridicule    and    contempt 
upon     those     who     suggested      such 
legislation  eight  or    ten   years    back. 
Of    these  two   measures  I   make    no 
complaint ;     but,    at     any    rate,    the 
question      of       employers'       liability 
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should  have  been  considered  next  in 
importance,  if  not  of  equal  importance, 
with  these  two,  if  the  Government 
really  wish  to  do  justice  to  the  work- 
people by  doing  their  utmost  to  protect 
the  lives  and  limbs  of  the  heads  of 
families  among  the  labouring  com- 
munity. I  thank  the  House  for  allow- 
ing me  to  make  this  appeal,  and  not 
only  an  appeal,  for  again  I  offer  support 
and  hearty  co-operation.  I  will  stay 
here  as  late  and  as  long  as  any  member 
of  the  Government  is  prepared  to  stay 
if  the  Home  Secretary  will  only  intro- 
duce such  a  Bill  as  commends  itself 
to  the  reasonable  judgment  of  my 
fellow-workmen  through  the  United 
Kingdom. 
*(12.63.)  The  FIRST  COMMIS- 
SIONER of  WORKS  (Mr.  D.  R. 
Plunket,  Dublin  University) :  As  the 
hon.  Member  has  informed  the  House, 
he  has  given  me  no  notice  of  his  inten- 
tion to  raise  the  subject  with  which  my 
Department  is  concerned. 

Mr.  BROADHURST :  I  did  not  get 
the  communication  in  time  to  do  so, 
and  this  was  my  only  chance. 

Mr.  D.  R.  PLUNKET:  I  had  no 
idea  that  the  hon.  Member  intended 
to  go  into  the  subject  to  which  he 
has  referred,  so  far  as  it  affects  the 
Department  over  which  I  have  the 
honour  to  preside,  else,  of  course, 
I  would  have  been  in  my  place 
to  listen  more  fully  to  his  remarks 
than  I  have  been  able  to  do.  How- 
ever, he  has  been  good  enough  to  repeat 
his  earlier  observations,  so  that  I 
assume  I  now  know  the  whole  of  what 
he  had  to  say  touching  my  Office. 
I  have  not  the  papers  with  me, 
but  I  think  that  without  reference 
to  the  papers  I  shall  be  able  to 
give;  an  answer  which  will  be 
satisfactory  to  the  House.  In  the  first 
place,  I  am  very  glad  that  the  hon. 
Member,  speaking,  as  he  is  well  en- 
titled to  speak,  on  behalf  of  the  in- 
terests of  the  working  men  concerned 
in  this  question,  has  nothing  to  complain 
of  as  to  the  carrying  out  by  the 
Government  of  the  Resolution  of  the 
House  of  Commons  passed  last  year, 
except  on  the  special  point  to  which  he 
has  referred.  I  have  also  to  thank 
him  for  his  kind  acknowledgment  of 
the  endeavour,  at  all  events,  which  has 
been  made,  so  far  as  we  could  make  it 
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to  give  general  effect  to  that  Reso- 
lution, and  to  carry  it  out  in 
good  faith.  I  am  glad  to  have  his 
assent  so  far.  But  what  I  must  take 
objection  to  is  this.  He  says  that  in 
the  particular  matter  of  the  painters  we 
employ  under  contracts  which  are 
given  out  by  the  Board  of  Works  we 
have  not  given  effect  to  that  Resolution. 
I  do  not  think  he  fully  intended  to  make 
the  accusation  of  bad  faith  ;  at  all 
events,  it  is  not  likely  that,  having 
fully  endeavoured  to  carry  out  in 
every  other  respect  the  Resolution  of 
last  year,  we  should  deliberately  have 
been  guilty  of  bad  faith,  even  if  we  had 
made  a  mistake  in  this  matter  of  the 
painters.  But  I  will  explain  how  the 
case  stands.  In  the  original  agree- 
ment entered  into  with  Messrs.  Holland 
and  Hannen,  a  contract  with  which 
the  House  is  well  acquainted,  for  main- 
tenance and  repairs,  there  was  at  first 
a  slight  mistake  in  the  figures  they 
gave  us  as  regards  painters,  and  subse- 
quently there  was  some  correspondence 
between  the  representatives  of  the 
painters,  or  some  of  them,  in  the 
Metropolis  and  my  office.  The 
demand  of  the  painters  was  that  they 
should  be  paid  at  the  minimum  rate  of 
8d.  or  8£d.  an  hour,  some  giving  the  one- 
figure,  some  the  other.  The  House  will 
remember  it  was  not  proposed  in  the 
Resolution,  and  it  certainly  was  dis- 
claimed by  those  who  supported  it  on 
behalf  of  the  workmen  last  year,  that 
the  intention  of  the  Resolution  was  to 
stereotype  in  every  case  as  the  rate  of 
wages  current  in  the  market  the  rates- 
which  Trades  Unions  might  desire. 
All  we  undertook  to  do  was  to  ascer- 
tain what  was  actually  agreed  upon 
between  the  employers  and  the 
workmen  in  each  trade,  and,  so 
far  as  we  could,  to  see  that  that  rate  of 
payment  was  adopted.  I  am  very  glad 
to  know  that  in  ail  other  trades,  many 
of  them  much  larger  than  the  painters, 
with  whom  we  have  to  deal,  we 
have  been  able  to  give  effect  to  the 
Resolution  of  the  House  of  Commons 
by  finding  out  and  adopting  these  rates 
which  are  agreed  upon  in  the  trades. 
But  as  regards  the  painters,  it  was  much 
more  difficult  to  ascertain  exactly  what 
their  rate  of  wages  was.  We  at  first 
were  under  the  impression  that  it  was 
a    lower    rate    than    was    afterward* 
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adopted.  After  a  very  full  and  com- 
plete investigation,  we  came  to  the  con- 
clusion as  to  what  was  a  fair  estimate 
of  what  was  generally  paid.  Of  course, 
as  the  hon.  Gentleman  knows,  in  many 
instances  much  less  is  paid ;  but  what 
may  be  taken  as  a  fair  estimate  of  the 
usual  minimum  rate  is  8d.,  and  that  is 
the  scale  we  have  adopted.  Now,  I 
hope  the  House  will  agree  that  when 
the  demand  made  by  the  men  them- 
selves varied  as  between  8d.  and  8$d., 
and  we  gave  8d.,  we  have  not,  at  all 
events,  failed  in  good  faith,  or  in 
recognising  the  Resolution  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  and  will  think  that 
this  complaint  is  not  well  founded. 

(12.59.)  Mr.  BUXTON  (Tower 
Hamlets,  Poplar) :  I  may  be  allowed 
a  few  words  on  this  subject,  as  I  had 
the  honour  of  introducing  the  Resolu- 
tion which  has  been  referred  to.  J 
could  wish  there  had  been  the  oppor- 
tunity for  giving  notice  of  the  intention 
to  mention  this  matter,  for  I  have  had 
some  correspondence  in  regard  to  it, 
and  it  would  be  well  if  we  were  in  a 
position  to  deal  with  documents  as 
well  as  recollection.  I  feel  sure  that 
no  one  in  the  House,  and  certainly  not 
my  hon.  Friend  below  me,  would  wish 
to  bring  an  accusation  of  bad  faith 
against  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
First  Commissioner,  or  his  Department, 
in  reference  to  the  question  of  Govern- 
ment contracts ;  but  I  am  bound  to 
say  that,  so  far  as  I  can  judge,  the 
Resolution,  adopted  by  the  House  of 
Commons  unanimously  last  Session  in 
reference  to  Government  contracts,  has 
not  been  satisfactorily  carried  out,  so 
far,  by  any  of  the  Departments.  I 
personally  have  had  a  great  deal  of 
correspondence  on  these  matters,  and 
I  believe  that  a  great  deal  of  good  has 
been  done  by  those  whom  my  hon.  Friend 
calls  unpaid  Inspectors — members  of 
Trades  Unions,  and  others — in  calling 
attention  to  matters  which  have  been 
placed  before  the  Departments.  I  may 
say  that  in  every  correspondence  I 
have  had  with  different  Departments — 
the  Admiralty,  the  War  Office,  the 
Board  of  Works — complaints  have 
been  received  with  the  utmost 
consideration  and  courtesy.  I  do 
not  propose  to  touch  on  any  of  the 
questions  with  which  the  Admiralty  or 
War  Office  are  concerned.     I  think, 


probably  on  some  future  occasion,  in 
Committee  of  Supply  or  otherwise,  we 
may  have  to  raise  this  question  in  con- 
nection with  other  trades  and  other 
Departments ;  but,  meantime,  I  confine 
myself  to  a  few  words  in  reference  to 
this  particular  case.  As  my  hon. 
Friend  has  said,  there  is  no  ground  of 
complaint  against  the  Department  so 
ably  presided  over  by  my  right  hon. 
Friend  in  the  matter  of  carrying  out  the 
Resolution  passed  last  year,  except  in 
regard  to  this  matter  of  the  painters. 
In  regard  to  other  trades  in  which  my 
hon.  Friend  is  interested,  I  believe  the 
First  Commissioner  has  fairly  carried 
out  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  Resolu- 
tion ;  but  unquestionably  there  has  been 
considerable  complaint  as  to  the  rate 
the  Board  of  Works  are  paying,  and 
propose  to  pay,  to  painters  engaged  in 
work  for  the  Department.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  will  remember  that 
when  the  contract  was  originally  made 
Messrs.  Holland  and  Hannen  put  down 
the  rate  of  pay  for  painters  at  8$d. 
Well,  Messrs.  Holland  and  Hannen 
having  paid  that  without  complaint 
for  a  limited  time,  then  came  to  the 
Board  of  Works  and  stated,  that  they  had 
made  an  error  in  regard  to  the  figure, 
and  desired  to  amend  it,  substituting 
7£d.  Upon  that  the  Board  of  Works 
made  the  alteration  to  7£d.  an  hour, 
and  so  the  matter  rested  for  a  few 
weeks.  The  men,  of  course,  very  soon 
came  to  find  out  this  reduction  had 
been  made,  and  made  representations 
through  myself  and  others  to  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman.  Then  after  consider- 
able correspondence  and  several  per- 
sonal interviews,  and  a  good  deal  of 
time  occupied,  and  trouble  taken,  the 
Board  of  Works  agreed  to  raise  the 
rate  from  7£d.  to  8d.,  but  declined 
altogether  to  raise  it  to  8£d.  Now 
I  am  bound  to  say,  that  in  the  consider- 
ation of  this  demand  of  the  painters 
there  was  a  great  difficulty..  In  other 
building  trades  there  have  been  agree- 
ments drawn  up  between  representatives 
of  the  masters  and  of  the  men,  by  which 
certain  specific  wages  have  been  stated 
to  be  those  recognised  in  the  trade ;  and 
I  think  it  is  because  there  has  been  this 
agreement  between  masters  and  men  in 
other  trades  that  the  Department  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  has  found  no 
trouble  in  coming  to  a    proper  con- 
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elusion.    But  in  regard  to  the  painters, 
an  agreement  was  made  in   1873  to 
which   Messrs.  Holland  and  Hannen 
were  parties  and  signatories,  and  under 
that  it  was  arranged  that  the  rate  of 
wages  should  be  raised  Jd.  an  hour,  which 
the  next  year    was  increased  to  Id. 
But  in  that    agreement    it    was    not 
specifically  stated  that  8£d.  was  the 
minimum  rate  for  wages,  but  it  was 
generally  understood  in  the  trade.     It 
was  so,  and  on  the  part  of  the  men  it  is 
contended  that  for  private  work,  Messrs. 
Holland  and  Hannen,  and  other  con- 
tractors, do  pay  at  the  rate  of  8£d.     It 
was  only  in  regard  to  Government  work 
that  they  reduced  the  rate  from  8Jd., 
and    paid    originally    7£d.,  and  now 
pay  8d.     I  am  not  going  to  say  what 
ought  to  be  the  real  rate  of  painters' 
wages;    but  the    accusation    brought 
against  the  right  hon.   Gentleman   in 
regard  to  this  matter  is  this  :  that  when 
the  matter  was  decided'  he  declined,  in 
the  exercise  of  his  discretion,  no  doubt 
quite  wisely,  to  meet  the  representatives 
of  the  men  to  discuss  the  matter,  while 
he  did  so  meet  representatives  of  the 
employers  interested,  Messrs.  Holland 
and  Hannen  ;  and  it  was  after  an  inter- 
view with  them,  and  I  am  not  quite 
sure  as  to  other  employers,  that  the 
rate  was  fixed.     What  we  ask  in  regard 
to  the  matter  is,  that  before  the  rate  is 
irrevocably  fixed  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man's Department  should  see  represen- 
tatives of  the  men,  as  well  as  represen- 
tatives of  the  masters.     I  quite  agree  it 
is  not  the  business  of  the  Government 
to  fix  the  particular  rate  of  wages  in  a  par- 
ticular trade ;  but  the  form  of  the  Resolu- 
tion to  which  we  unanimously  agreed 
— and  I  am  bound  to  say  that  I  think  the 
form  of  my  original  Resolution  was  better 
than  that  submitted  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman — but   even  the  Resolution 
substituted  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
was,  that  after  making  provisions  as 
to  subletting,  the  Government  should 
make  every  effort  to  secure  the  pay- 
ment of  such  wages  as  are  generally 
accepted  in  the  trade  as  the  current 
rate  paid  to  competent  workmen.     We 
ask  that,  in  the  endeavour  to  arrive  at  a 
conclusion,   the  Department  shall  not 
proceed  upon  information  derived  from 
only  one  side,  but  should  take  the  repre- 
sentations   of   parties  on   both    sides. 
Unfortunately  the  question  of  painters' 
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wages  is  very  much  more  difficult  to 
decide  than  the  question  of  wages  in 
other  trades ;  but  if  it  can  be  proved 
that  Messrs.  Holland  and  Hannen  and 
others  are  paying  to  painters 
on  private  work  8}d.,  will  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  be  prepared 
to  raise  the  minimum  to  8Jd.  for 
Government  work  ?  That  is  the  ques- 
tion we  ask.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
has  met  us  with  the  utmost  fairness 
and  courtesy,  and  we  desire  only  that 
the  contracts  from  his  Department  and 
from  other  Departments  shall  be  pro- 
perly carried  out,  as  was  intended  by 
the  Resolution.  The  essence  of  that 
Resolution  is,  that  the  Government 
shall  not  in  the  amount  they  pay  tend 
to  depress  the  average  rate  of  wages  in 
a  trade,  that  while  not  paying  more 
neither  shall  they  pay  less  than  the 
current  market  rate.  What  the  pain- 
ters are  afraid  of  is,  that  if  this  contract 
is  allowed  to  continue  without  protest, 
the  firms  now  paying  8:{d.  for  private 
work  will  contend  that,  inasmuch  as 
8d.  is  paid  for  Government  work,  the 
latter  figure  is  established  as  a  fair  rate, 
and  private  work  must  be  reduced  to 
8d.  I  hope  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
will  say  he  is  prepared  to  re-consider 
this  point,  and  that,  in  order  to  arrive 
at  a  fair  conclusion  in  accordance  with 
the  Resolution  of  last  Session,  he  will 
agree  to  consider  the  views  of  the  men 
as  well  as  of  the  employers. 

*(1.10.)  Mr.  CUNINGHAME 
GRAHAM  (Lanark,  N.W.) :  I 
think  the  question  now  before  us 
is  a  very  proper  one  to  engage  our 
attention  in  a  debate  upon  the  Ad- 
dress. I  congratulate  the  House  upon 
having,  for  the  first  time,  a  labour 
question  introduced  upon  such  an  occa- 
sion. It  is  a  new  departure  the  House 
is  taking  in  now  discussing  the  subject 
of  painters'  wages.  We  generally,  in 
these  debates,  deal  with  subjects  of 
far  less  interest — matters  of  foreign 
policy,  the  balance  of  power,  and  such 
matters — which,  of  course,  are  of  far 
less  interest  to  the  people  we  represent 
than  the  question  of  a  halfpenny  more 
or  less  in  the  rate  of  wages.  The 
only  remark  I  shall  add  to  what 
the  hon.  Gentleman  said,  is  merely 
also  to  urge  upon  the  Home  Secretary 
that  he  will  see  that  this  matter  of 
wages  is  put  right.     It  was  not  at  all 
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with  the  object  of  speaking  about  the 
claims  of  wages,  however  interesting 
the  subject  is,  that  I  rose  this  after- 
noon. I  want  to  make  a  few  criticisms 
upon  certain  phrases  used  in  the 
speech  of  the  Mover  of  the  Address. 
The  mere  employment  of  the  word 
4<  Unemployed,"  in  a  speech  made  in 
moving  the  Address,  is  one  of  the  most 
remarkable  things  I  have  heard  in 
this  House  during  the  five  years  I 
liave  sat  in  it.  I  think  I  have,  in  every 
debate  on  the  Address,  introduced  this 
question  of  the  unemployed ;  and  as  at 
last  I  have  got  some  response  from  the 
Government  on  this  question,  I  shall 
not  despair  some  day  of  having  some- 
thing done.  What  I  wish  to  say 
merely  is  to  criticise  the  proposed 
remedy  brought  forward  by  the  Mover 
of  the  Address.  Speaking  upon  this 
question  of  the  unemployed — those 
men  by  whom  our  commercial  supre- 
macy has  been  founded — it  was  pro- 
posed to  help  them  by  granting  better 
facilities  for  agricultural  labourers  to 
acquire  land  in  the  country.  That,  I 
think,  is  the  most  inconclusive  way  of 
dealing  with  the  unemployed  that  I 
have  ever  heard,  even  from  a  man  who 
seems  to  speak  in  the  name  of  the 
Government.  I  cannot  see  myself,  how 
granting  extra  facilities  to  acquire  land 
to  agricultural  labourers  is  going  to 
touch  the  question  of  the  unemployed 
in  the  very  smallest  degree.  It  always 
seemed  to  me  to  be  one  of  the  most 
quack  remedies  that  could  be  advanced. 
I  venture  to ,  say  to  any  Government 
that  is  going  to  deal  with  the  question 
that  the  question  is  not  to  be  dealt  with 
in  that  way.  It  would  be  a  very  easy 
thing  indeed  to  deal  with  it,  if  it  could 
be  dealt  with  in  that  manner.  But  I 
maintain  that  it  is  not  to  be  practically 
dealt  with  in  that  way  at  all.  There  is 
a  tendency,  I  think,  in  this  nineteenth 
century  for  people  to  congregate  together 
in  large  towns.  The  superior  induce- 
ments of  town  life,  and  the  superior 
rate  of  wages,  and  the  amusements 
held  out  to  them  tend,  in  the  long 
run,  to  bring  them  together ;  and 
being  there,  it  would  be  better  for 
the  Government  to  endeavour  to  deal 
with  the  unemployed  in  the  towns 
themselves,  rather  than  in  the  country 
in  the  very  inconclusive  way  which 
was  sketched  out  yesterday.     I  main- 


tain that  it  would  be  far  better  for  the 
Government  to  do  something  towards 
the  limitation  of  the  hours  of  labour 
than  merely  to  refer  to  the  question  in 
this  perfunctory  manner,  as  was  done 
yesterday.  If  you  grant  the  land  te 
the  agricultural  labourers  it  does  not 
seem  to  me  that  anything  that  you 
could  do  at  such  a  distance,  to  work 
upon  a  problem  which  is  so  very  acute 
as  this  undoubtedly  is,  would  be  likely 
to  have  the  least  degree  of  success ; 
and  therefore,  although  I  have  heard 
with  great  pleasure  this  reference  to 
the  unemployed,  I  do  not  think  that 
anything  will  practically  come  out  of 
the  means  of  dealing  with  the  question 
proposed  by  the  Government.  If  you 
really  want  to  do  anything  in  the 
country  itself,  in  my  opinion,  it  can 
only  be  done  by  the  acquisition  of 
the  land  by  the  State  as  a  whole. 
The  proposal  to  deal  with  the  question, 
by  giving  further  facilities  for  raising  up 
a  peasant  proprietary,  is,  in  my  opinion, 
the  very  greatest  system  of  quackery 
that  was  ever  heard  of.  We  have  seen 
a  peasant  proprietary  established  in  al- 
most every  part  of  the  world — in  Ger- 
many, in  Flanders,  in  France — and 
wherever  they  have  been  raised  they 
have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  money- 
lenders and  the  gombeen  men,  and 
they  have  a  much  harder  lot  than  our 
agricultural  labourers.  Passing  from 
this  subject,  of  course  it  is  almost  a 
duty  for  me,  holding  the  opinions  I  do, 
to  perform  the  task  to  which  I  now  ad- 
dress myself.  I  have  listened  with 
every  attention  and  great  sympathy  to 
the  very  eloquent  speeches  which  have 
been  delivered  in  this  House  with  refer- 
ence to  the  unfortunate  death  of  the 
late  Duke  of  Clarence  and  Avondale, 
and  the  death  of  Mr.  Smith,  the  late 
leader  of  this  House.  In  reference  to 
the  late  Duke  of  Clarence,  I  deplore  to 
see  any  young  man  so  very  suddenly 
snatched  away  in  the  prime  of 
life,  and  with  such  prospects  as 
that  unfortunate  young  man  had  before 
him.  I  also  deplore  that  such  a  tried 
statesman  as  Mr.  Smith,  who  gave 
satisfaction  to  both  sides  of  the  House, 
and  also  enjoyed  the  unbounded  respect 
of  all  of  us,  should  be  taken  from  us. 
But  there  was  one  man  who  used  to 
sit  upon  these  benches,  whose  death  I 
personally  deplore  more  than  that   of 
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either  of  the  men  I  have  mentioned — 
I  refer  to  the  late  Mr.  Charles  Stewart 
Parnell.  He  was  human,  like  the  rest 
of  us.  He  had  his  faults,  as  we  all 
have ;  but  when  time  has  blotted  out 
his  faults,  and  when  his  qualities, 
which  I  consider  great  undoubtedly, 
have  been  more  clearly  discerned,  when 
the  present  unhappy  dissensions  among 
the  Irish  Party  have  been  removed, 
as  they  will  be  removed  some  day,  the 
present  generation  will  undoubtedly 
say  that  a  most  remarkable  man,  whom 
those  in  this  House,  if  they  did  not  all 
respect,  very  largely  feared,  has  been 
taken  from  us;  a  man  with  whom  I 
myself  was  acquainted  on  terms  of 
friendship,  and  whose  death,  under  the 
unfortunate  circumstances  which  oc- 
curred, I  shall  always  deplore,  as 
having  deprived  this  House  of  the 
most  remarkable  man  who  sat  in  it  in 
this  century. 

*Q.20.)  Sir  ALBERT  KAYB  ROL- 
LlT  (Islington,  South)  :  I  agree  with 
the  hon.  Member  for  Lanark  that  the 
present  condition  of  the  working  classes 
is  one  of  the  most  important  questions 
that  could  be  discussed  in  this  House, 
and  I  regard  it  as  a  good  augury  that 
such  matters  should  have  been  raised 
and  discussed  at  this  early  period  of 
the  Session.  These  labour  questions 
will  demand  consideration  and  solution, 
and,  if  the  House  is  not  familiarised 
with  them,  it  may  be  called  upon  to 
legislate  upon  them  in  haste  and 
without  mature  reflection,  which  would 
be  a  source  of  great  injury,  perhaps, 
to  the  country  and  to  all  classes. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Nottingham  spoke  of  his  proposal  as  a 
Radical  measure  ;  but  I  think  it  should 
not  be  forgotten,  when  dealing  with 
this  question,  that  the  foundation  of 
the  discussion  is  the  reference  to  it  in 
the  Speech  from  the  Throne;  and, 
secondly,  that  the  minor  grievances 
brought  before  the  House,  in  regard 
to  the  painters,  is  based  upon  a  Resolu- 
tion which  was  passed  by  Her  Majesty's 
Government  last  Session,  in  which  very 
proper  consideration  is  given  to  the 
rate  of  wages  in  all  trades,  and  to  the 
rate  that  ought  to  exist  in  relation  to 
the  Government  contracts.  But  before 
I  come  to  this  point,  I  should  like  to 
say  a  word  or  two  upon  the  Em- 
ployers' Liability  Act,  a  subject  which 
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raises  a  good  deal  of  debateable  matter. 
A  great  deal  has  been  said  in  favour  of 
the  retention  of  the  Judge-made  law 
as  to  the  doctrine  of  Common  Employ- 
ment. It  was  first  applied  in  the 
early  part  of  this  century,  and  I  think 
it  is  now  somewhat  out  of  harmony 
with  the  general  ideas  which  prevail 
at  this  time.  And  I  venture,  with 
some  familiarity  with  the  law,  to 
say  that  it  undoubtedly,  in  many 
instances,  works  considerable  injustice. 
I  do  not  suppose  that,  on  a  debate  upon 
the  Address,  we  are  likely  to  come  to 
any  common  conclusion  on  that  subject. 
But  what  I  venture  to  suggest  to  the 
Home  Secretary  is  that,  when  he  is 
preparing  his  measure  on  this  question* 
and  when  he  submits  it  to  the  House* 
he  shall,  at  any  rate  take  care, 
whatever  he  may  do  with  reference 
to  the  abstract  question  of  common 
employment,  to  deal  with  some  of 
the  real  and  practical  grievances  which 
at  present  affect  the  working  classes 
in  relation  to  their  employment.  Take 
first  the  question  of  notice  required 
under  the  Employers'  Liability  Aufc. 
The  Act  requires  that  in  order  to  sustain 
a  claim  there  must  have  been  served 
previous  notice  in  writing,  of  six  weeks, 
which  must  give  certain  particulars. 
After  considerable  experience  in  dealing 
with  this  question  I  am  satisfied  that 
this  matter  of  notice  urgently  requires 
amendment.  I  do  not  speak  generally 
of  employers — far  otherwise — but  I  do 
know  employers  who  are  eminently 
charitable  during  the  six  weeks  after  an 
accident,  and  when  the  six  weeks  have 
expired  the  charity  disappears.  The 
result  is  that  a  man  finding  himself 
being  kindly  dealt  with  allows  the  six 
weeks  to  expire,  and  the  six  weeks 
having  expired  he  is  without  remedy  at 
law,  and  benevolence  is  put  an  end 
to.  Under  the  section,  if  the  Judge  is 
of  opinion  that  no  injustice  would  be 
worked  by  an  amendment  as  regards  the 
notice,  then  an  amendment  may  be  al- 
lowed to  be  made  ;  but  if  the  notice  is 
not  given,  or  if  it  is  faulty  in  comply- 
ing with  certain  requirements  of  the 
Act,  then,  no  matter  whether  it  be  unjust 
or  not,  the  notice  is  bad,  or  the  want  of  it 
fatal,  and  the  Court  is  not  empowered 
to  make  an  amendment.  Now,  I  take 
one  instance  with  which  I  have  some 
personal  acquaintance.    Here  an  acci- 
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dent  happened.      The  person  injured 

fave  full  particulars  of  it  to  the 
nspector.  The  Inspector  reported  it 
to  the  superintendent  of  the  works,  and 
it  ultimately  came  to  the  knowledge  of 
the  employer.  And  afterwards,  and 
within  the  six  weeks,  a  letter  was 
written  by  the  workman  to  the 
employer  again  stating  that  the 
accident  had  occurred,  and  referring 
him  to  the  full  particulars  which  had 
so  been  previously  given.  It  is  held 
in  that  case  that  there  had  been  no 
adequate  notice,  and  no  amendment 
was  allowed  to  be  made ;  and  notwith- 
standing the  knowledge  which  the  em- 
ployer possessed,  that  man,  in  my 
opinion,  was  denied  justice.  It  has 
been  said  that  law  and  equity  are  two 
things  which  God  has  joined  together, 
and  which  man  has  put  asunder ;  and  I 
think  this  is  a  notable  instance  of  that 
description.  If  an  amendment  can  be 
allowed  to  be  made  in  point  of  form, 
and  if  the  Court  is  satisfied,  though  no 
notice  was  technically  given,  yet  that 
all  the  facts  came  under  the  notice  of 
the  employer,  and  that  no  injustice 
would  be  worked  by  it,  I  think  that 
the  principle  applies,  and  that  an 
amendment  ought  to  be  made.  Speak- 
ing from  memory,  I  believe  that  in 
case  of  the  death,  of  a  person  no  no- 
tice need  be  given,  even  by  his  rela- 
tives or  personal  representatives.  In 
other  words,  an  action  can  be  sus- 
tained without  any  notice.  Well,  if 
in  the  case  of  death,  which  prevents 
notice  being  given  by  an  indi- 
vidual himself,  notice  can  be  dis- 
pensed with,  and  no  injustice  is  likely 
to  be  done,  it  can  equally  be  dispensed 
with  in  the  case  of  mere  omission 
through  want  of  memory,  or  the  exer- 
cise of  charity  under  such  circum- 
stances as  I  have  stated,  if,  again,  the 
Judge  finds  it  will  not  cause  in- 
justice or  surprise  or  fraud.  That  is 
a  practical  point  on  which  some  reform 
is  necessary,  and  I  hope  that  the 
Home  Secretary  will  bear  it 
in  mind.  There  is  another  point  which 
I  think  equally  capable  of  amendment. 
The  Act  limits  compensation  to  the 
recovery  of  not  exceeding  three  years' 
wages.  Well,  I  hardly  know  why  that 
limitation  should  have  been  made.  It 
is  quite  true  that  the  action  has  to  be 
commenced   in   a  County  Court,   the 


jurisdiction  of  which  is,  generally,  of 
limited  extent.  But  there  is  a  right  of 
removal  of  such  action  to  a  superior 
Court,  and  of  course  the  question  of 
the  amount  involved  might  properly  be* 
taken  into  account  by  the  Judge, 
though,  as  a  rule,  such  removal  in- 
most undesirable  on  the  ground  of  the 
greater  expense.  There  are,  however, . 
some  instances  in  which  the  compen- 
sation which  has  been  awarded  is 
notably  inadequate;  and  in  order  to 
secure  a  full  and  equitable  compensa- 
tion I  do  not  see  why  such  a  limitation 
should  not  be  removed,  subject  to  the 
check  of  the  trial  being  had  in  excep- 
tional cases,  but  in  those  only,  in  a 
superior  Court  to  which  I  have  referred. 
I  have  only  a  word  to  add,  and  that  is. 
with  regard  to  the  question  raised  about 
the  painters.  It  seems,  from  all  I  have 
heard,  that  this  is  a  matter  of  fact 
which  can  readily  and  easily  be  cleared 
up;  but  that  matter  of  fact  can- 
not be  cleared  up  by  hearing  only  one 
side.  As  a  member  of  the  London 
Conciliation  Board,  which  has  been 
fairly  successful,  I  can  state  that  the 
very  foundation  of  success  is  that  the 
working  classes  should  be  fairly  con- 
vinced that  both  sides  shall  equally  gain  a 
hearing  ;  and  there  can  be  no  concilia- 
tion unless  that  principle  be  rigorously 
carried  out.  I  am  glad  to  know  that 
it  has  evidently  been  carried  out  as  a 
general  practice,  though  apparently 
not  in  this  instance,  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  on  the  Front 
Bench  (Right  Hon.  D.  R.  Plunket). 
There  is  no  one  who  is  not  aware  of 
the  difficulties  he  must  have  in  dealing; 
with  these  questions  of  wages.  I  am 
glad  to  see  that  even  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  Nottingham 
fully  recognises  the  great  care  and 
discrimination  exercised  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  generally.  May  I  sug- 
gest that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will 
at  any  rate  — even  if  it  be  superfluous 
it  will  give  satisfaction  —  reinvestigate 
the  matter,  and  afford  an  opportunity 
to  all  interested  to  be  heard,  a  practice 
which  is  not  only  requisite  for  full  know* 
ledge  and  justice,  but  which  is  the  very 
basis  of  all  conciliation,  and  so  of  the 
resulting  benefit  of  good  relations  be» 
tween  employers  and  employed. 

(1.30.)    Sir  JOSEPH  W.  PEASE 
(Durham) :  I  do  not  propose  to  follow 
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the  arguments  on  the  Employers'  Lia- 
bility Act.  I  think  that  this  debate 
ought  to  have  taken  place  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  House  on  the  Bill  itself. 
I  had  the  honour  of  sitting  on  the 
Committee  on  that  Bill,  and  these 
points,  which  my  hon.  Friend  opposite 
has  made,  were  discussed  from  time  to 
time  in  their  proper  place  on  that  Com- 
mittee. All  I  shall  do  is  to  ask  Her 
Majesty's  Government,  as  speedily  as 
possible,  to  deal  with  that  Act,  many 
portions  of  which  are  capable  of  being 
modified  and  amended.  I  wish  to  say 
a  few  words  on  a  subject  which  I  had 
intended  to  bring  before  the  House  last 
evening,  but  unfortunately  I  was  not 
in  my  place  when  it  came  on. 
Many  friends  of  mine  in  the  country 
who  have  taken  a  large  interest  in 
the  question  of  the  Indian  opium  trade 
were  disappointed  on  finding  that  there 
was  nothing  in  Her  Majesty's  Gracious 
Speech  with  regard  to  the  question 
which  came  before  the  House,  and 
which  was  decided  by  the  House  in 
terms  which  were  quite  unmistakeable. 
And  these  terms  were  to  urge  upon  the 
Indian  Government  to  cease  to  grant 
licences  for  the  cultivation  of  the 
poppy,  as  the  revenue  raised  by  them 
was  immoral  and  indefensible.  Some 
of  us  are  anxious  to  know  whether 
Her  Majesty's  Government  have  had 
any  communication  with  the  Indian 
Government  on  the  subject.  The 
question  I  introduced  to  the  House  on 
the  10th  of  April  last  was  the  cultiva- 
tion of  the  poppy  and  the  trade 
.generally  in  opium.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Leader  of  the  House, 
whose  loss  all  of  us  very  sincerely  de- 
plore, took  credit  for  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment that  they  had  during  the  last 
five  years  decreased  the  area  which  was 
under  the  cultivation  of  the  poppy.  So 
far  that  was  very  satisfactory  to  those 
of  us  who  are  warring  against  the  culti- 
vation of  the  poppy  in  India.  But  what 
we  want  to  know  from  Her  Majesty's 
<5overnment,  though  this  perhaps  is  not 
a  very  suitable  occasion  to  ask  for  the 
'information,  is  whether  this  Resolution 
has  been  communicated  to  the  Govern- 
ment in  India,  and  what  steps  they 
^propose  to  take  with  regard  to  the 
question?  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
late  leader  of  the  House  admitted 
practically  that  the  cultivation  of  the 
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poppy  was  immoral  in  its  action  on  the 
whole  population  of  India  and  Chin*, 
to  which  the  trade  more  particularly 
applied.  I  am  anxious  to  know  what 
the  Indian  Government  have  to  say  to 
the  question.  I  have  in  my  pocket 
a  BUI  in  which  the  Government  d 
Victoria  in  Australia  propose  abso- 
lutely to  put  an  end  by  very  heavy 
penalties  to  the  opium  consumption  in 
that  colony.  It  was  brought  forward 
by  two  responsible  members  of  thai 
Government,  and  I  have  been  told  by 
a  late  member  of  that  Government 
that,  in  all  human  probability,  thil 
Bill  will  be  passed  by  a  very  large 
majority  in  the  colony  of  Victoria. 
Now,  Sir,  this  shows  practically  what 
is  the  view  of  these  men,  who  are  act- 
ing upon  their  own  judgment  and 
own  responsibility  in  the  Government 
of  that  country.  They  emphatically 
endorse  these  allegations  which  we 
have  made,  that  the  trade  in  opium 
carried  on  by  the  Government  of  India 
is  immoral  and  indefensible. 

(1.37.)  Mr.  ROBERT  GRANT 
WEBSTER  (St.  Pancras) :  One  might 
naturally  feel  surprised  tnat  there  has 
been  no  reference  made  by  any  Mem- 
ber of  the  Opposition  with  regard  to 
the  fact  stated  in  the  Speech  from  the 
Throne  that  Her  Majesty  has  lost  in 
the  Viceroy  of  Egypt  a  loyal  ally,  whose 
wise  government  had,  in  the  space  of  a 
few  years,  largely  contributed  to  restore 
prosperity  and  peace  to  that  country* 
The  fact  of  our  remaining  in  Egypt  at 
the  present  time  has  not  been  referred 
to,  although  that  fact  was  made  by 
Members  of  the  Opposition  a  matter  at 
considerable  animadversion.  Why  is 
it  ?  I  believe  it  is  because  it  has  come 
to  the  mind  of  the  Opposition  that  our 
remaining  in  Egypt  at  the  present  time 
is  not  only  essential  to  the  prosperity 
of  Egypt,  but  essential  to  our  commer- 
cial prosperity.  We  have  since  our 
arrival  in  Egypt  carried  out  a  number 
of  reliable  remedies,  but  not  without 
very  great  difficulty.  The  courbash 
has  been  abolished ;  sanitation  and 
education  have  been  improved  ;  and 
also  slavery,  to  a  very  great  extent, 
has  been  suppressed.  I  think  that  is 
a  very  good  record  for  this  Government, 
when  we  recollect  that  when  this 
Government  came  into  office  the  stole 
of   Egypt    was  in  an    eminently  un» 
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tisfactory  condition.      This  being  the 
ite  of  things,  it   is  no  wonder  that 
ntlemen  on  the  Opposition  Benches 
,ve  very  little  to  say  in  this    House 
garding     the     question     of     Egypt, 
lrning  to  the  reference  in  regard  to 
mzibar,  the  Government  have  been 
>le  to  make   satisfactory  statements 
at  a  treaty  has  been  made  with  His 
ighness  the  Sultan  f  and  that  in  con- 
quence  there  would  be  opened  out  to 
ritish   trade   and   commerce    a  very 
rge  portion  of  the  EastAfrican  Coast, 
wing  to  the  hostile  tariffs  with  which 
any  foreign  countries  have  recently 
idged  round  their  countries,  an  export 
ade    to    many    has    been   gradually 
minishing,  therefore  the  extension  of 
ir  markets  to  new,  if  at  present  only 
irtially     developed,     countries    is    a 
atter  for   congratulation.     The  hon. 
ember  for  North  West  Lanarkshire 
Ir.  Cuninghame  Graham)  complained 
the  Bill  to  provide  allotments  in  the 
►untry.      The    hon.    Gentleman    has 
ways  advocated  the  system  of  State 
)cialism,  but  when  we  remember  that 
e  are  a   very   highly   civilised  corn- 
unity,    and    have    been   so  for  cen- 
iries,    it    appears    to  me    that   any 
tempt  to  hand  over  the  whole  of  the 
nd  of  the  country  to  Councils,  to  be 
ircelled  out   by  them   to    the    agri- 
iltural  labourer,  would  be  absolutely 
id  completely  unworkable.   In  looking 
rer  the  Queen's  Speech  I  find  there 
•e   two  very   important   measures  to 
i    •  brought      in      with     regard     to 
-eland.      A    large     number     of    the 
nionist  Members  at  the  last  general 
ection,   in   their   election   addresses, 
ated    that  they    would    be    willing 
►     vote     for     a     further     extension 
local    self    government     in    Eng- 
,nd  and  in  Scotland,  and  to  do  the 
tme  with  regard  to  Ireland  when  the 
me  was  ripe  for  such  a  change.     Sir, 
lat  time  has  arrived,  the  conditions  of 
fairs  in  Ireland  have  improved,  five 
:  six  thousand  people  who  had  to  go 
sout  their  business  day  by  day  guarded 
y  policemen,  and  were  subject  to  the 
ruel      tyranny     of      the     boycotting 
fstem,    are    now  as    free   as   any   of 
ly  constituents  in  St.  Pancras.     The 
italogue  of  serious  crime  has  greatly 
iininished,   and    that    being   so,    and 
aving     regard     to    the     comparative 
uietude  that  prevails,  I  think  the  time 


has      arrived    to    pass     a     measure 
of     local     government     for     Ireland. 
There  is  another  clause  in  the  gracious. 
Speech  from  the  Throne   we  are  con- 
sidering ;     a    scheme    to    extend    the 
advantages   of   assisted    education   to 
Ireland.     A  great  deal    of    objection 
was  made  yesterday  as  to  a  statement 
of  the  Prime  Minister   that    some  of 
the  people  of  Ireland  were  backward. 
I  think  we  are  enabled,  by  statistics, 
to  show  that  in  some  Irish  constitu- 
encies one-half  of  the  people  who  gc* 
to    the    poll    claim   to  vote   as  illite- 
rates,    and    we     must    acknowledge 
that  if  thev  have  not  the  education 
necessary  to  enable  them  to  put  their 
names  to  a  voting  paper,  the  state  of 
education   in  Ireland  cannot  be   alto- 
gether satisfactory.     I  have  reason  to 
believe  that  in  many  instances  other 
reasons  besides  want  of  education  may 
induce  them    to  claim   as  illiterates, 
which  I  hope  to  have  an  opportunity  of 
referring  to  later  this  Session.     There 
was  also  an  attack  made  on  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Derby 
on  a  statement  of  the  Prime  Minister 
that  County  Councils  have  not,  up  to 
the  present  time,  conduced  to  economy. 
I    do    not    believe    that    when    these- 
Councils  have  got  into  thorough  good 
working  order  there  will  be  any  per- 
manent increase  on  the  rates ;  but  as 
far  as  London  is  concerned,  the  County 
Council  system  has  up  to  now  proved 
a  most  expensive  and  a  not  altogether 
satisfactory    experiment.      We     shall 
all     welcome    the    introduction    into 
London  of  the  District  Councils  Bill. 
London  is  at  the  present  time  under  a 
variety  of  bodies,  and  it  would  be  de- 
sirable to  have  District  Councils.     The 
Vestries    have,     in     some    instances,, 
done     remarkably      good     work,     in 
others     they     have     not     done     so,, 
and  though  we  generally  do  not  desire 
to  do  away  with  the  old  divisions  we 
should    in   London  welcome    District 
Councils  as  a  valuable  link  in  the  chain 
of  good  local    self-government.      The 
right     hon.     Gentleman   the    Member 
for  Derby  also    attacked    the  Prime 
Minister  for  certain  statements  he  had 
made     in     regard  to    the    people    of 
Ireland.      It   wras  difficult   exactly  to 
follow  of    what    he  complained.     He 
further   said   such    statements    would 
offend  the  people  of  America,  though 
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why  the  statement  that  a  few  of  the 
inhabitants  of  these  Isles  were  back- 
ward should  cause  offence  in  America, 
or  anywhere  else,  it  is  difficult  to  com- 
prehend. The  last  speaker  complained 
that  the  Government  did  not  propose  to 
do  away  with  the  opium  traffic.  I  know 
something  of  this  subject,  and  I  know 
that  a  very  great  deal  of  the  opium 
used  in  China  does  not  come  from 
India  at  all,  but  from  China  itself. 
The  use  of  the  drug  at  all  is,  of 
course,  to  be  deplored ;  but  whether 
it  come  from  India  or  not,  the 
people  of  China  would  unfortunately 
continue  to  use  that  drug.  In  con- 
sidering this  matter  the  House  must 
remember  that  if  we  do  away  with 
that  traffic  we  shall  have  to  consider 
the  question  of  the  revenues  of  India. 
At  present  silver  is  decreasing  con- 
siderably in  value,  and  that  will 
materially  affect  the  finances  of  India  ; 
therefore,  if  this  alteration  is  to  take 
place,  it  ought  to  be  made  gradually, 
and  not  at  one  fell  swoop. 

(1.45.)  Mr.  T.  H.  BOLTON  (St. 
Pancras,  N.) :  I  am  sorry,  Sir,  I  cannot 
agree  with  the  sanguine  expectation, 
expressed  by  the  hon.  Gentleman  who 
has  just  sat  down,  as  to  the  intentions 
of  the  Government  respecting  the 
District  Councils  Bill.  The  paragraph 
in  the  most  gracious  Speech  from  the 
Throne  is  certainly  very  vague,  and  is 
not  very  encouraging  ;  but  the  speech  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Leader  of 
the  House  last  night  was  very  dis- 
couraging. He  gave  a  long  list  of 
measures  of  great  importance,  and  he 
led  us  to  think  that  there  was  no  hope 
for  the  District  Councils  Bill  unless  all 
those  measures  were  satisfactorily  dis- 
posed of.  If  that  is  the  way  the 
Government  approach  this  subject  we 
can  only  draw  one  conclusion,  and  that 
is  that  they  do  not  seriously  intend  to 
deal  with  the  question  of  District 
Councils,  either  in  London  or  through- 
out the  country,  this  year. 

The  FIRST  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Man- 
chester, E.)  :  We  do  seriously  intend  to 
deal  with  the  question  ;  but  whether  we 
have  the  power  or  not  depends  upon 
the  hon.  Gentleman. 

Mr.  T.  H.  BOLTON  :  If  the  power 
depends  upon  me,  the  Government  will 
have  ample  opportunity  of  dealing  with 
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the  question,  because  of  all  the  mea- 
sures mentioned  in  the  Speech  from  the 
Throne,  I  believe  this  is  one  of  the 
most  practical  and  most  necessary. 
The  want  of  a  District  Councils  Bffl 
paralyses  the  action  of  County  Councils, 
and  paralyses  the  action  of  the  muni- 
cipal authorities  in  this  city.  I  heard 
yesterday  the  expression  of  a  hope  thai 
the  Government  would  embody  in  a 
Small  Holdings  Bill  provisions  not  only 
for  the  purchase  of  small  holdings,  but 
for  the  leasing  of  land,  and  for  the  sub- 
letting of  such  leased  land  to  persons 
desirous  of  occupying  holdings.  How 
is  it  possible  to  carry  out  any  idea  of 
that  kind  without  District  Councils? 
To  suggest  that  County  Councils  with 
their  wide  areas  and  wide  jurisdiction 
should  lease  and  let  land  would  be 
absurd.  To  hand  over  to  Boards  of 
Guardians  the  control  of  such  business 
would  be  unsatisfactory,  and  to  sug- 
gest that  the  present  unsatisfactory 
parish  vestries  should  deal  with  such 
matters  would  be  worse  still.  How 
it  is  possible  to  give  effect  to 
the  very  valuable  and  practical  sug- 
gestion that  land  should  be  leased 
and  sub-let,  as  well  as  sold,  to 
persons  desiring  to  use  it,  without 
District  Councils,  I  cannot  for  the 
life  of  me  understand.  I  can  quite 
understand  that  there  may  be  a  dis- 
inclination on  the  part  of  the  Governs 
ment  to  establish  Elective  Councils  far 
parishes,  and  it  may  be  preferable 
that  there  should  be  a  reformed  vestry, 
or  reformed  assembly  of  the  parish  gene- 
rally, rather  than  the  creation  of  a  Paro- 
chial Board;  but  there  should  be  no 
hesitation  in  carrying  out  what  the 
Government  is  committed  to  in  principle, 
namely,  the  establishment  of  District 
Councils  to  assist  County  Councils  to  deal 
with  those  matters,  local  in  their  charac- 
ter, which  the  County  Councils  cannot 
so  well  attend  to.  If  this  matter  is  to  be 
a  pious  opinion,  without  a  serious 
intention  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment, it  will  go  far  to  destroy  the 
prospect  or  hope  of  anything  being 
done  this  Session  in  connection  with 
land  reform  in  the  country  districts 
of  England.  I  cannot  too  strongly 
press  upon  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Leader  of  the  House  the  im- 
portance of  this  portion  of  the  Govern- 
ment   programme.       I    feel   that    in 
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London,      especially,      there      is      a 
strong  desire  to  have  a  reformed  vestry 
system,  so  that    the   London   County 
Oouneil  may  be  improved  and  able  to 
«deal    satisfactorily    with  purely  local 
-questions.     The  London  County  Coun- 
cil is  over-loaded  with  parochial  work. 
At  present  there  is  a  disinclination  to 
hand  over  that  work  to  the  vestries. 
Although  the  larger  and  more  import- 
ant vestries  do    their  work  very  well, 
some    do    not    do    it   so    well.      The 
absence  of  District  Councils,  having  the 
confidence  of  the  people,  prevents  the 
County    Council    from     confining    its 
-attention   to  those  larger   matters  to 
which  its  attention  ought  to  be  con- 
fined,   leaving  the    smaller  but   very 
important     work     to     the     districts. 
I     hope    the    right    hon.    Gentleman 
will  give  a    more    earnest    assurance 
as  to  the  desire  of  the  Government  to 
<leal  with  this   question    of    District 
-Councils     this     Session.       The     right 
hon.     Gentleman      the     Member    for 
Derby      spoke     last     night     of     the 
programme  of  the  Government  consist- 
ing only  of  remanets.     I  do  not  object 
to  have  remanets  disposed  of.     I  do  not 
know    that    it    is    unsatisfactory    for 
the  Government,  towards  the  close  of 
a    Parliament,   to  try   to   pass    those 
measures  that    have  been    repeatedly 
before   the   House.     If  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the   Leader  of  the   House 
presses  forward  a  good  District  Councils 
Bill  there  are  many  on  this  side  of  the 
House  who  will  help  him  ;  but  to  sug- 
gest that  this  measure  may  be  brought 
forward  only  after  a  long  list  of  difficult 
measures  are   carried,  is  to   show  us 
that  there  is  no   intention   of  dealing 
with  the  matter  this   Session.     I  feel 
justified  in  making  this  appeal  to  the 
right   hon.   Gentleman    to    give  us   a 
stronger  and  more  definite   assurance 
that  the  Government  will  put  forward 
this    measure   soon,   not   only   in   the 
interests  of  London  but  of  the  country 
at  large. 

(2.15.)  Mr.  AINSLIE  (Lancashire, 
N.  Lonsdale) :  I  should  not  have  risen 
on  this  occasion  at  all,  had  it  not  been 
for  the  remarks  which  have  been  made 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  Nottingham 
with  regard  to  the  Employers'  Liability 
Bill,  in  which  I  took  some  part  two 
years  ago.  He  has  made  an  omission 
in  reference  thereto   which  I  venture 


to  supplement.  He  alluded  to  the 
fact  that  the  Government  did  not 
press  forward  the  Bill  on  the  last 
occasion  with  the  energy  which  they 
might  have  displayed.  In  my  own 
opinion  the  Government  did  what  was 
in  their  power.  They  had,  for  reasons 
of  their  own,  delegated  the  work  of 
dealing  with  the  Bill  to  one  of  the 
Grand  Committees — the  Committee  on 
Law — and,  if  I  may  venture  to  say  so, 
I  think  their  action  in  that  respect 
rather  failed  in  effecting  the  object 
which  they  had  in  view.  It  brought 
too  many  persons,  who  were  not 
specially  concerned  in  the  matter,  into 
the  Committee  room,  and  the  ultimate 
effect  was  the  failure  of  the  Bill 
to  be  passed.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Nottingham's  action  on  that  occasion 
is  very  well  known.  He  has  always 
taken  a  very  strong  leading  part  in  ob- 
jecting to  certain  clauses  in  that  Bill, 
or  rather  in  the  two  Bills  which  have 
been  before  us,  and  I  cannot  blame 
him  for  the  action  which  he  takes  as 
representing  a  large  body  of  Trades 
Unionists.  But  he  has  omitted  to  refer 
to  the  action  taken  by  another  leading 
representative  of  a  large  body  of 
men  in  this  country  in  his  time, 
though,  unfortunately,  his  well-known 
face  is  missed  from  those  benches. 
I  refer  to  the  late  Mr.  Bradlaugh, 
whom  I  regarded  as  quite  as  much 
an  exponent  of  the  opinions  of  the 
working  classes  as  the  Member 
for  Nottingham.  His  support  on  the 
last  occasion  was  given  unstintingly  to 
the  Government  measure,  even  though 
he  held  an  opinion  that,  on  some  one  or 
two  points,  amendments  might  still  be 
made  with  advantage.  Now,  I  have 
to  say,  representing  as  I  do  a 
very  large  working-class  community, 
that  it  would  not  do  for  the 
Government  to  neglect  to  pass 
this  Bill  this  Session,  if  by  any 
possibility  it  can  be  carried.  I  want 
to  support  the  suggestion  that  the 
Government  should  place  this  measure 
in  a  somewhat  forward  position.  It 
will  redound  to  their  credit  if  they  can 
do  so ;  but  it  will  do  very  much  more, 
for  it  will  show  to  the  public,  and  the 
great  body  of  the  working  classes,  that 
Governments  can  do  something,  and 
are  ready  to  do  something,  when  they 
are  asked.     But  it  will  not  do,  no  mat- 
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ter  what  Government  may  be  in  power, 
for  a  measure  of  this  sort  to  be  brought 
in  year  after  year,  and  then  laid  aside, 
as  alleged,  for  want  of  time.  The 
obstacles  which  the  Government  have 
met  with  have  not  been  from  this  side 
of  the  House.  The  hon.  Member  op- 
posite seemed  to  be  under  two  impres- 
sions: one  was  that  the  Government 
could  not  possibly  last  more  than  one 
Session ;  and  the  other,  evidently,  that 
the  Government  must  last  longer,  or 
else  it  would  not  have  urged  them  to 
pass  this  measure.  Because,  if  a 
Government  is  to  be  formed  by  right 
hon.  Gentlemen  on  the  opposite  benches, 
naturally  it  would  have  their  support 
to  pass  the  Bill,  and  he  would  not 
have  to  ask  us  on  these  Benches  to 
carry  it.  The  reference  of  the  Bill  to  a 
Grand  Committee  was,  as  I  have 
said,  a  technical  mistake.  I  hope  the 
Government  will  not  repeat  it,  but  will 
offer  a  Special  Committee,  and  that  it 
will  go  before  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
House,  and  not  such  a  Committee  as 
that  on  Law  or  on  Trade.  This  is  one 
of  those  occasions  when  something  may 
be  done  bv  a  conference  of  those  who 
have  the  subject  at  heart,  for  the 
points  of  difference  between  us  are  not 
so  great  but  that  they  may  be  settled, 
and  I  hope  the  hon.  Member  will 
show  a  disposition  to  assist  the 
Government  in  passing  this  measure. 
If  he  does  so,  he  shall  receive  every 
assistance  at  my  hands  in  forwarding 
the  Bill. 

(2.25.)  Mr.  BRYCE:  I  see  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  in  his  place,  and  I  desire  to 
have  this  opportunity  of  asking  one  or 
two  questions  with  regard  to  foreign 
affairs,  to  which  I  hope  he  will  find  it 
possible  to  give  me  an  answer,  though, 
if  not,  I  shall  be  glad  if  he  can  do  so  on 
the  next  occasion.  I  am  glad  to  take  this 
opportunity  of  congratulating  the  hon. 
Gentleman  on  his  appointment  to  a 
post  in  the  Government,  and  to  express 
the  confident  hope  that  the  same 
qualities  that  distinguished  him  when 
he  represented  the  Charity  Commis- 
sion will  not  fail  him  in  the  more 
responsible  office  he  now  fills.  I  should 
like,  in  asking  a  question  with  regard 
to  the  Consulship  at  Erzeroum,  which 
has  been  vacant  for  some  time,  and 
which,  I  hope,  he  will  be  able  to  tell 
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us  will  be  filled  up,  to  pay,  in  passing, 
a  tribute  to  the  distinguished  qualities 
and  services  of  our  late  Ambassador  at 
Constantinople.     I  think  Her  Majesty 
had  not,  in  the  Diplomatic  Service,  a 
man  of  greater  powers  of   mind   than 
the  late  Sir  William  White  ;  a  man  of 
extensive    knowledge    of    all     foreign 
affairs    and    great    technical    skill    in 
handling  diplomatic    business,    which 
entitled  him  to  the  confidence  of  Her 
Majesty  and  this  country.     His   loss. 
has  been  very  great  to  British  interests 
in  the  East,  and  it  is  one  which  it  will 
be  very  hard  for  anyone  else  to  supply. 
I   wish    to   ask  the  hon.    Gentleman 
who  has    been   appointed  to   succeed 
Mr.  Clifford  Lloyd  at  Erzeroum,  and 
whether  it  is  intended  that  Erzeroum 
shall  be  still  the  principal  Consulship  in 
that  part  of  Asiatic  Turkey,  which  has 
practically  been  the  centre  of  the  dis- 
trict in  which  most  of  the  disturbances 
occurred?      It  is  a  matter,  therefore, 
of  considerable  importance  that  a  man 
of  judgment,  and  tact,  and  knowledge* 
should  fill  the  post.      The  hon.  Gentle- 
man  will  perhaps  tell  us  when   it  is 
intended  to  present  any  further  Papers 
relating    to    the    state    of    affairs    in 
Armenia  and  Asiatic  Turkey  generally? 
There    is    reference     made     in     Her 
Majesty's  Gracious  Speech  to  the  pro- 
gress of  negotiations  with  regard  to  the 
settlement  of  the  Sealing  question  in 
the  Behring  Sea.    That  reference,  how- 
ever, is  rather  indefinite,  and  I  hope 
the  Under  Secretary  can  tell  us  in  what 
precise  position  the  negotiations  now 
stand?      I   see  the  American   papers 
state    that    the    delays    which     have 
occurred   have    been    owing    to    Her 
Majesty's  Government.     I  should  think 
that  statement  is  probably  incorrect, 
but  we  shall    be    glad  to   know  that 
everything    has     been    done    on     the 
part   of    Her    Majesty's    Government 
to   accelerate  the  arbitration ;    and  in 
particular   we    should    like    to    know 
whether  it  has  yet  been  settled  how  the 
other  arbitrators,  in  addition  to  those 
to  be  named  by  the  United  States,  are 
to  be  selected :  whether  the   Govern- 
ment   have    agreed    upon    them ;    or 
whether  they  have    agreed  upon   the 
Governments  who  are  to  be  asked  ta 
name  the  arbitrators  ?    The  hon.  Gen- 
tleman will  perhaps  also  tell  us  when 
further    Papers  with  regard  to  these 
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matters  will  be  presented  ?  As  regards 
the  Newfoundland  Fisheries,  I  think 
the  House  will  be  glad  to  learn  what 
is  the  position  of  affairs  in  the  Colony 
at  present,  and  whether  arrangements 
have  been  made  for  the  passing  of  the 
Act  which  the  Colonial  Government 
undertook  to  have  passed  ;n  the  New- 
foundland Legislature  ?  It  is  a  good 
many  months  since  the  preliminary 
agreement  with  the  French  Government 
was  arrived  at,  and  we  have  not  heard 
since  then  whether  the  French  Govern- 
ment has  presented  that  agreement  to  the 
Legislature  for  its  acceptance,  nor  when 
it  is  likely  that  the  agreement  can  be 
presented.  The  matter  is  one  which  in 
times  past  has  caused  much  friction, 
and  is  at  all  times  apt  to  involve  fresh 
friction,  and  we  shall  be  glad,  therefore, 
to  know  if  there  is  a  reasonable  pros- 
pect of  this  matter  being  settled  ?  The 
questions  pending  between  the  United 
States  and  this  country  and  Canada  are 
remaining  in  abeyance,  and  if  the  hon. 
Gentleman  has  any  information  to  give 
us  with  regard  to  them  we  shall  be 
glad  to  have  it.  There  is  one  more 
subject  on  which  I  shall  be  glad  to 
have  information.  It  is  the  Convention 
for  the  regulation  of  the  liquor  traffic 
in  the  North  Sea.  Six  years  ago  an 
agreement  was  entered  into  between 
the  representatives  of  the  different 
Powers,  whose  territories  adjoined  the 
North  Sea,  for  a  scheme  by  which  the 
liquor  traffic  carried  on  by  the  vessels 
going  to  the  fisheries  there  should  be 
put  under  some  restriction.  At  present 
very  great  harm  follows  from  the  sale 
of  liquor  on  the  liquor  boats  or  floating 
taverns ;  and  it  has  been  felt  by  those 
interested  in  the  condition  of  the 
fishermen,  not  only  of  our  own 
country,  but  by  those  interested  in  the 
Danish,  Dutch,  and  German  fishermen, 
that  an  international  regulation  of  the 
matter  would  be  of  great  advantage. 
In  1886  a  Convention  was  made  for 
that  purpose,  and  it  has  been  ratified 
by  every  Power  except  France,  and  I 
hope  we  shall  be  told  now  that  the 
French  Government  will  bring  the 
matter  before  their  Legislature  again, 
and  that  there  is  a  prospect  that  it  will 
be  accepted.  This  matter  involves  no 
political  considerations,  and  yet  the 
necessary  arrangement  can  only  be 
carried  out  by  the  combined  action  of 
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the  different  Powers  concerned.  The 
point,  therefore,  is  one  of  considerable 
importance,  and  it  is  one  in  which  the 
enlightened  public  opinion  of  France, 
as  well  as  of  this  country,  would  act 
upon  the  Legislature  if  the  facts  were 
known.  I  hope  the  hon.  Member  will 
be  able  to  give  us  further  assurances  on 
this  subject. 

-(2.25.)  Mr.  BUCHANAN  (Edin- 
burgh, W.) :  There  is  one  subject  which 
has  not  been  alluded  to  by  my  hon. 
Friend  below  me,  and  that  is,  as  to 
the  state  of  the  negotiations  with 
regard  to  the  Brussels  Conference  on 
the  Repression  of  the  Slave  Trade. 
When  the  subject  was  last  heard  of 
the  bulk  of  the  Powers  concerned  had 
given  their  assent  to  the  suggestions  of 
the  Conference/but  France  and  Portugal 
wrere  still  outstanding ;  and  we  shall  be 
glad  to  know  whether  pressure  can  be 
exercised  by  the  Government  of  this 
country,  which  took  the  initiative  in 
having  that  Conference  summoned,  so 
that  its  labours  should  not  be  abortive. 

:  (2.27.)  The  UNDER  SECRETARY 
of  STATE  for  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS 
(Mr.  J.  W.  Lowther,  Cumberland, 
Penrith) :  Allow  me,  in  the  first  place, 
to  thank  my  hon.  Friend  opposite  for 
the  very  kind  expressions  which  he  has 
used  personally  to  myself.  I  hope  that, 
whether  the  time  be  short  or  long 
which  I  have  to  serve  in  the  office 
I  now  fill,  I  shall  deserve  the  kind 
expressions  which  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man opposite  has  used.  With  regard 
to  the  first  question  which  the  hon. 
Gentleman  has  put  to  me,  I  am  able 
to  inform  him  that  the  Consulship  at 
Erzeroum  has  been  filled  up  by  the 
appointment  of  Mr.  R.  W.  Graves. 
This  gentleman  was  originally  a  student 
interpreter ;  he  subsequently  served  as 
Vice  Consul  at  Sophia,  and  he  for  a 
considerable  time  occupied  the  same 
post  at  Philippopolis.  I  believe  that  it 
is  intended  that  Erzeroum  shall  still 
occupy  the  prominent  position  which  it 
is  in  at  present  in  regard  to  Armenian 
affairs.  As  to  laying  Papers  upon  the 
Armenian  question  upon  the  Table  of 
the  House,  I  will  make  inquiries  in 
the  Office  as  to  whether  it  is  possible  to 
do  so.  I  do  not  conceive  that  any  ob- 
jection can  be  made  to  laying  such 
Papers ;  but  the  affairs  of  Armenia  have 
been  very   quiet  during  the   last  few 
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months,  and  I  do  not  anticipate  that 
the  Papers  will  be  either  full  or  lengthy. 
I  will,  however,  endeavour  to  see 
whether  there  are  materials  existing 
for  a  Blue  Book  which  can  be  laid 
before  the  House.  I  may,  perhaps, 
add  that  it  is  the  intention  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government  to  lay  upon  the 
table  of  the  House  Papers  relating  to 
the  riots  in  China,  which  have  excited 
a  considerable  amount  of  attention,  and 
also  Papers  with  regard  to  the  Behring 
Sea  negotiations,  and  also  Papers  in 
regard  to  the  revolution  in  Chili.  In 
regard  to  commercial  matters,  it  is  also 
intended  to  lay  Papers  dealing  with  the 
eommercial  matters  of  Europe  in  two 
volumes ;  the  first  volume  of  which  will 
not  include  any  reference  to  the  recent 
Commercial  Treaties  which  have  been 
arranged  by  the  Central  Powers  of 
Europe,  nor  with  regard  to  the  recent 
tariff  arrangements  made  in  France ; 
but  the  second  volume  will  include  those 
Papers.  With  regard  to  the  Behring 
Sea  dispute,  I  am  happy  to  be  able  to 
inform  the  hon.  Gentleman  that  a 
complete  agreement  has  been  arrived  at 
between  Her  Majesty's  Government  and 
the  Government  of  the  United  States. 
The  points  of  arbitration  have  been 
decided  upon,  and  the  Powers  who  are 
to  be  asked  to  appoint  the  arbitra- 
tors have  also  been  agreed  upon. 
Those  Powers  are  Italy,  France  and 
Sweden  ;  but  I  ought  to  add  that  the 
Governments  of  those  Powers  have 
not  yet  been  asked  whether  they  will 
agree  to  appoint  arbitrators  as  pro- 
posed ;  but  so  far  as  Her  Majesty's 
Government  and  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  are  concerned,  they 
have  come  to  an  agreement  to  ask 
these  Powers  to  appoint  arbitrators. 
In  addition  to  that,  it  is  also  agreed 
between  our  Government  and  the  Go- 
vernment of  the  United  States  that 
we  shall  be  represented  by  two  arbi- 
trators upon  the  Board  of  Arbitration, 
and  that  the  United  States  shall  be 
equally  represented.  Then  as  to  the 
Commission  which  was  appointed  for 
investigating  on  the  spot  into  the 
character  of  the  necessary  precautions 
which  may  be  required  for  the  main- 
tenance of  seal  life  in  the  Behring  Sea, 
that  Commission  has  completed  its 
labours,  so  far  as  their  individual  in- 
vestigations are  concerned.  The  British 
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and    American     Commissioners    ha^t 
now  met  at  Washington,  and  they  are 
just  on  the  point  of  entering  upon  the 
consideration  of  their  joint  Report.     In 
regard  to  Newfoundland,  I  am  afraid 
that  matters  have  not  advanced  very 
rapidly ;  but  the  draft  Bill  which  the 
Newfoundland  Government  have  under- 
taken to  pass  into  an   Act  has   been 
seen   by  Her   Majesty's  Government, 
and    it    now    only    awaits     introduc- 
tion to  the  Newfoundland  Legislature. 
I  believe  some  slight  delay  has  arisen 
through  the   temporary    absence  from 
Newfoundland     of    one    or   two   gen- 
tlemen who  came  over  here  as  dele- 
gates, and  are,  therefore,  seized  with 
special  knowledge  of  the  subject,  but 
on  their  return  to  Newfoundland  the 
matter  will  be  proceeded  with.     As  to 
the  negotiations  with  France,  upon  that 
matter  the  French    Government  have 
not  yet,  I  believe,  presented  for  ratifi- 
cation to  their  Chamber  the  agreement 
for  arbitration.     I  am  afraid  I  cannot 
give      the     hon.      Gentleman      very 
definite  information  on  this  matter,  and 
if  he  requires  anything  further,  I  will 
ask  him  to  put  a  question  on  the  Paper. 
As  to  the  North  Sea  Fisheries  Conven- 
tion, I  understand  that  in  that  case  also 
the  French  Government  have  not,  up 
to  the  present,  taken  any  measures  for 
ratifying  the  Convention  of  1886.  Only 
quite  recently  we  were  approached  hy 
the  German  Government,   and   asked 
what   steps  were   being  taken  in  the 
matter  ;  and  we  informed  the  German 
Government  that,  as  Holland  was  the 
convokingPower  ,it  rested  with  the  Dutch 
Government  to  get  ratification  of  the 
Convention     that    was     made.      The 
hon.    Member    opposite     asked     with 
regard    to    the   Brussels    Convention. 
I    am    happy    to    be    able    to    say 
that  the  Brussels  Act   has  been  prac- 
tically  ratified ;    the   French  Govern- 
ment have  ratified  it  with  certain  modi- 
fications, though  the  ratification  by  the 
Portuguese  Government  still  remains  in 
abeyance.     The  Portuguese  Legislature 
is  occupied  at  the  present  time  with 
domestic  matters  of  great  interest,  and 
it  is  possible  some  time  may  yet  elans* 
before  that  Government  is  in  a  positioa 
to  bring  before  the  Legislature  proposal* 
for  the  ratification  of  the  Brussels  Act. 
But   Her    Majesty's    Government    do 
not  anticipate  that  any  difficulty  will 
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be  created  beyond  the  lapse   of  time 
which  unfortunately  must  occur. 

*(2.50.)  The  SECEETAEY  of  STATE 
fob  the  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr. 
H.  Matthews,  Birmingham,  E.) : 
The  hon.  Member  asked  whether 
there  was  any  hope  of  the  Em- 
ployers' Liability  Bill  being  pre- 
sented and  prosecuted  this  Session. 
That  is  a  subject  on  which  I  have  every 
hope  of  seeing  effective  legislation  this 
Session,  and  I  should  be  extremely  dis- 
appointed if  this  Parliament  came  to  an 
^nd  without  my  having  an  opportunity 
of  asking  the  judgment  of  the  House 
upon  it.  It  is  a  measure  on  which 
I  have  spent  much  time  and  trouble, 
and  which  has  caused  me  much 
anxiety.  Nothing  has  disappointed  me 
more,  in  the  course  of  my  short  official 
•career,  than  the  failure  of  the  attempts 
I  have  made,  on  two  occasions,  to  im- 
prove the  law  on  this  most  important 
subject.  The  opening  remarks  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Nottingham  filled  me 
with  the  liveliest  hopes  ;  he  began  by 
promising  his  co-operation,  but  from  the 
later  portion  of  his  speech  it  turned 
•out  that  that  co-operation  was  only  to 
be  given  on  the  absolute  surrender  of 
the  Government ;  and  that  if  a  complete 
:surrender  is  not  made,  the  Bill  will  be 
met  with  the  same  dogged  opposition 
as  was  displayed  before.  It  is  the 
fault  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Notting- 
ham that  the  question  has  not  been 
dealt  with  before  now.  The  Bill  I  in- 
troduced in  1888  was  based  on  the 
Report  of  a  Committee  of  this  House, 
appointed  by  a  Government  of  which 
the  hon.  Member  was  himself  a  mem- 
her,  and  was  composed  of  a  majority  of 
his  own  political  friends.  The  Inquiry 
by  that  Committee  was  full  and  ex- 
haustive. I  believe  that  every  one 
of  the  views  which  the  hon.  Member 
has  put  before  the  House  were  dis- 
cussed before  that  Committee.  The 
•Committee  made  a  Report  to  this 
House,  and  upon  that  Report  was  based 
the  Bill  which  I  presented  to  the 
House ;  and  I  believe  I  did  not 
•disregard  one  of  the  recommendations 
•of  that  Report,  some  of  which  were  ex- 
tremely obscure,  one  in  particular, 
Clause  3,  caused  me  certainly  hours  of 
labour  in  endeavouring  to  put  it  into 
practical  shape.  I  honestly  endea- 
voured to  give   effect  to   every  recom- 


mendation of  that  Committee  in  my. 
Bill ;  and  what  is  more,  I  went  beyond 
the  recommendations  of  the  Committee, 
and  met  many  of  the  blots  which  legal 
decisions  had  searched  out  in  the 
language  of  the  former  Bill,  to  the 
prejudice  of  the  working  man  seeking 
compensation  under  its  provisions* 
Many  decisions  had  been  given 
which  were  looked  upon,  and  de- 
servedly so,  as  detracting  from  the 
merits  of  the  Act,  and  these  were 
meant  to  be  counteracted  by  my  Bill 
of  1888.  What  was  the  course  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Nottingham?  A 
great  deal  of  the  time  of  the  House 
was  consumed  in  the  discussion  of  that 
Bill ;  it  then  went  before  a  Grand  Com- 
mittee upstairs,  and  its  provisions  were 
subjected  to  a  minute  and  searching 
examination  by  Members  of  all  Parties 
in  the  House,  and  it  then  came  back  to 
this  House  late  in  the  year,  when  the 
Session  was  drawing  to  a  close,  and 
the  course  of  the  hon.  Member 
was,  instead  of  showing  any  anxiety  to 
forward  enactments  which  were  im- 
provements, even  if  they  did  not  go  so 
far  as  he  desired,  which  were  altera- 
tions in  the  interests  of  working  men 
and  for  the  benefit  of  those  classes 
whom  he  claimed  in  a  special  manner 
to  represent — instead  of  co-operating 
in  the  passing  of  that  Bill,  he,  at  the 
last  moment,  chose  to  raise  a  question 
which  of  itself  must  require  much  dis- 
cussion and  consideration  to  give  effect 
to  it — the  question  of  what  was  known 
as  the  doctrine  of  Common  Employ- 
ment. That  is  a  legal  doctrine  of  far- 
reaching  character,  requiring  to  be 
considered  from  every  conceivable 
point  of  view.  The  legal  ground  upon 
which  that  doctrine  rests  is  that  a 
man  who  has  virtually  agreed  to 
undertake  to  expose  himself  to  certain 
risks  ought  not  when  mischief  follows 
to  turn  round  and  claim  compensation. 
That  is  the  reasonable  ground  of  the 
doctrine  of  common  employment.  I 
quite  agree  that  there  is  great  difficulty 
in  applying  the  doctrine  to  certain 
cases,  in  finding  out  where  there  was 
a  real  undertaking  of  the  risk,  so  that 
no  claim  for  damages  arises.  I  think 
there  is  some  need  for  amendment  of  the 
law  in  the  definition  of  common  employ- 
ment, but  the  difficulties  involved  in 
that  subject  are  most  difficult  to  resolve. 
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To  a  man  desiring  to  do  justice  to  both 
employers  and  employed  it  is  a 
question  requiring  careful  and  de- 
liberate consideration,  and  to  foist 
that  principle  into  a  Bill  at  the  last 
moment  was  to  deliberately  wreck 
the  Bill.  The  hon.  Member  thought 
it  right  to  take  a  course  which  ended 
in  the  loss  of  the  Bill  of  1888,  which, 
I  believe,  embodied  the  last  and  best 
recommendations  of  a  Committee  of 
this  House  on  the  subject,  and  it  was 
a  decided  advance  on  the  existing  law. 
Not  only  that,  but  it  was  an  advance 
on  the  hon.  Member's  own  Bill.  In 
1886  the  hon.  Member  put  his  name 
on  the  back  of  a  Bill,  on  which  was 
also  the  honoured  name  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Morpeth.  The  Bill  I 
presented  in  1888,  which  the  hon. 
Member  wrecked  by  his  action,  was 
a  great  advance  on  that.  But  in  that 
year  these  new  lights  had  not 
dawned  on  the  hon.  Member's  mind, 
and  he  had  not  introduced  in  his  Bill 
any  words  destroying  the  doctrine 
of  common  employment.  In  that  Bill 
the  hon.  Member  embodied  his  last  and 
best  theories,  and  then  he  was  not  pre- 
pared to  make  those  startling  changes 
in  the  law  which  he  suggested  to  the 
House,  at  the  eleventh  hour,  in  my  Bill, 
after  careful  consideration  by  a  Grand 
Committee.  The  stimulating  effect  of 
being  two  years  in  opposition  to  a 
Conservative  Government  was  yet  to 
come.  All  I  can  say  is  that  the  hon. 
Member  did  cause  the  rejection  of  a 
Bill  which  was  a  great  advance  on  his 
"own  Bill  of  1886,  by  introducing  at  the 
last  moment  an  Amendment  which 
would  require  some  months  of  discus- 
sion. Let,  therefore,  the  responsibility 
be  thrown  on  the  shoulders  which  ought 
to  bear  it.  The  hon.  Member  for  Not- 
tingham is  responsible  for  the  fact  that 
this  question  has  not  advanced  very 
much.  For  instance,  there  is  the  prac- 
tical suggestion  which  the  hon.  Member 
for  South  Islington  made  to-day,  with 
reference  to  the  injustice  worked  by  the 
rule  as  to  six  weeks'  notice,  the  want  of 
which  destroyed  the  workman's  right  to 
compensation  on  a  technical  point,  and 
the  question  of  the  amount  of  compensa- 
tion. Both  these  matters  were  dealt 
with  in  my  Bill  of  1888—1  will  not 
say  in  a  manner  completely  satisfac- 
tory, but  in  a  manner  not  completely 
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unsatisfactory,  and  were  capable  of 
being  improved  by  any  rational  and 
practical  mind  dealing  with  it  in  the 
House,  without  going  into  the  doctrine 
of  common  employment.  If  the  hon. 
Member  had  applied  his  mind  to  the 
Notice  Clause  of  my  Bill,  and  the  in- 
creased compensation  it  gave,  he  would 
have  rendered  more  practical  service  to 
those  whom  he  claims  to  represent  than 
by  pursuing  the  course  he  did.  I  assure 
the  hon.  Member  I  desire  to  act  justly 
to  all  classes  in  this  question,  and  I 
shall  endeavour  to  do  so.  Important 
inquiries  are  going  on  at  this  moment 
in  relation  to  cognate  subjects  to  this, 
before  the  Eoyal  Commission  on  Labour, 
and  I  hope  a  great  deal  has  already 
been  learned  from  the  evidence  given. 
I  trust  also  that  long  before  the  Session 
has  closed  some  assistance  may  be  got 
from  the  evidence  with  regard  to  the 
clauses  of  the  Act.  There  is  no  Bill 
about  which  I  shall  feel  more  anxiety, 
and  there  is  no  Bill  upon  which  I  shall 
be  more  glad  of  the  assistance  of  all 
those  who  are  entitled  to  speak  on  the 
question.  At  the  same  time,  my  hope  is 
strong,  and  has  not  been  destroyed  by 
the  speech  of  the  hon.  Member  to-night; 
but  he  must  remember  that  this  Bill 
does  not  take  the  first  place  in  the  pro- 
gramme of  the  Government,  and  there 
are  other  measures  which  must  have 
precedence,  and  I  can  only  hope  that 
the  hon.  Member  and  his  friends  will 
allow  these  measures  to  pass  with 
sufficient  rapidity  to  enable  me  to  bring 
forward  this  Bill,  which  would  confer 
as  great  benefit  on  the  country  as  any 
other  proposed  in  the  Queen's  Speech. 
The  hon.  Member  has  not  condescended 
to  study  that  part  of  the  Factory  Act  of 
last  year  which  deals  with  the  question 
of  certifying  surgeons,  and  a  little  time 
spent  in  such  study  would  not  have  been 
wasted.  He  supposes  also  that  it  will 
increase  the  labours  of  the  Factory  In- 
spectors, tit  diminishes  in  an  enor- 
mous degree  what  they  have  to  do.  It 
takes  away  the  whole  sanitary  inspection 
of  workshops  and  gives  it  to  the  officials 
of  the  Local  Authority  ;  therefore, 
when  the  hon.  Member  clamours  for 
the  increase  of  Factory  Inspectors, 
he  shows  that  he  has  not  been  at 
the  trouble  of  considering  the  provisions 
of  the  Bill  to  which  he  refers.  I  have 
already  made  an  addition  to  the  staff 
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of  Inspectors  in  the  direction  in  which 
it  was  wanted — in  the  due  administra- 
tion of  the  Cotton  Cloth  Factories  Act  of 
1889.  Under  that  Act  an  amount  of 
inspection  was  required  by  law,  which 
the  existing  staff  of  Inspectors  could 
not  carry  out.  It  was  by  no  means 
easy  to  select  men  competent  to  ad- 
minister that  Act,  which  involves  a 
wide  knowledge  of  instruments  and 
various  technicalities ;  but  after  careful 
consideration  I  have  selected  gentle- 
men who  have  either  undergone,  or  are 
now  undergoing,  examination  by  the 
Civil  Service  Commissioners,  and  they 
will  then  be  appointed  Factory  In- 
spectors in  Lancashire,  and  I  hope  the 
proposed  additional  expenditure  will 
Teceive  the  sanction  of  the  Treasury. 

(3.0.)  Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN 
(Birmingham,  W.)  :  We  have  now  ar- 
rived at  the  time  when  it  was  under- 
stood the  Debate  should  be  adjourned 
And  I  move  that  the  Debate  be  now 
adjourned. 

"  Debate  further  adjourned  till  to- 
morrow. 

MOTIONS. 


SHOP  HOURS  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Charming,  Bill  to  amend 
the  Law  relating  to  the  employment  of  women 
and  young  people  in  shops,  ordered  to  be 
brought  in  by  Mr.  Channing,  Mr.  Hermon- 
Hodge,  Mr.  Samuel  Smith,  Mr.  Seton-Karr, 
Mr.  Jennings,  and  Mr.  Provand. 

Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [Bill  26.] 


TENURE  OF  LAND  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Thomas  Ellis,  Bill  to 
-amend  the  Law  relating  to  the  Tenure  of  Land 
in  Wales,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr. 
Thomas  Ellis,  Mr.  Bryn  Roberts,  Mr.  Bowen 
Rowlands,  Mr.  Arthur  Williams,  Mr.  Lloyd- 
George,  and  Mr.  Samuel  Evans. 

Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [Bill  27.] 

PLACES  OF   WORSHIP    ENFRANCHISEMENT 

BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Bryn  Roberts,  Bill  to* 
provide  for  the  enfranchisement  of  Leasehold 
Places  of  Worship,  ordered  to  be  brought  in 
by  Mr.  Bryn  Roberts,  Mr.  Samuel  Evans,  Mr. 
Halley  Stewart,  Mr.  James  Rowlands,  Mr. 
Lloyd-George,  Mr.  Waddy,  Mr.  David  Randell, 
Mad  Mr.  John  Kelly. 

BiU  presented,  and  read  first  time.    [Bill  28.] 


MINES   EIGHT   HOURS   BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Leake,  Bill  to  restrict 
labour  in  mines  to  eight  hours  per  day,  ordered 
to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Leake,  Mr.  William 
Abraham,  Mr.  Pickard,  Mr.  David  Randell, 
Mr.  Philippe.  Mr.  Roby,  Mr.  Jacoby,  Mr* 
Conybeare,  Mr.  Spencer  Balfour,  Mr.  Arthur 
Acland,  Mr.  Philip  Stanhope,  Earl  Compton, 
and  Sir  Walter  Foster. 

Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.    [Bill  29  J 

PURCHASE  OF  LAND  AND  CONGESTED  DIS- 
TRICTS (IRELAND)  ACT  (1891)  AMEND- 
MENT BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Roche,  Bill  to  amend 
"  The  Purchase  of  Land  and  Congested  Dis- 
tricts (Ireland)  Act,  1891,"  ordered  to  be 
brought  in  by  Mr.  Roche,  Mr.  Justin  McCarthy, 
Mr.  Dillon.  Mr.  Sexton,  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy,  Mr. 
William  O  Brien,  and  Mr.  Knox. 

Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [Bill  30.] 

RATING  OF  MACHINERY  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Gerald  Balfour,  Bill  to 
amend  the  Law  relating  to  the  rating  of 
hereditaments  containing  machinery,  ordered 
to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Gerald  Balfour,  Sir 
Bernhard  Samuelson,  Mr.  Mather,  Mr.  Tom- 
linson,  Mr.  Winterbotham,  Sir  William  Houlds- 
worth,  and  Mr.  Smith  Wright 

Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [Bill  31.] 

EVICTED   TENANTS    (IRELAND)    BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  O  Kelly,  Bill  for  the  re- 
instatement of  Evicted  Tenants  in  Ireland, 
ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  O'Kelly,  Mr. 
Clancy,  Mr.  John  Redmond,  Mr.  Timothy 
Harrington,  and  Mr.  Pierce  Mahony. 

Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [Bill  32.] 

LOCAL   AUTHORITIES    (PURCHA8E   OP 

LAND)  BILL. 
On  Motion  of  Mr.  Haldane,  Bill  to  enable 
Local  Authorities  to  value  and  purchase  Land, 
ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Haldane,  Mr. 
Asquith,  Sir  Edward  Grey,  Mr.  Arthur 
Acland,  Mr.  Sydney  Buxton,  and  Mr.  Munro 
Ferguson. 
Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [Bill  33.] 

MUNICIPAL    FRANCHISE    (IRELAND)    BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Condon,  Bill  to  amend 
the  Law  relating  to  Municipal  Franchise  in 
Ireland,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr. 
Condon,  Mr.  Sexton,  Mr.  Flavin,  Mr.  Pinker- 
ton,  Mr.  O'Keeffe,  Mr.  Murphy,  and  Mr. 
Maurice  Healy. 

Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [Bill  34.] 

MUNICIPAL     CORPORATIONS     ACT     (1882) 
AMENDMENT   BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Mattinson,  Bill  to  amend 
"The  Municipal  Corporations  Act,  1882," 
ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Mattinson, 
Mr.  Cross,  Mr.  W.  F.  Lawrence,  and  Mr. 
Rovden. 

Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [Bill  35.] 
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PARLIAMENTARY   FRANCHISE    (EXTENSION 
TO   WOMEN)    BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Sir  Albert  Rollit,  BUI  to 
extend  the  Parliamentary  Franchise  to  Women, 
ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Sir  Albert  Rollit, 
Sir  Algernon  Bortnwick,  Viscount  Wolmer, 
Mr.  Walter  M'Laren,  Mr.  Penrose  FitzGerald, 
Mr.  T.  D.  Sullivan,  Mr.  T.  W.  Russell,  Mr. 
Burt,  and  Mr.  Ernest  Spencer. 

Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [Bill  36.] 


PLURAL  VOTING   (ABOLITION)   BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Shaw-Lefevre,  Bill  to 
provide  that  no  person  shall  vote  upon  Parlia- 
mentary Elections  in  more  than  one  electoral 
area  during  one  electoral  year,  ordered  to  be 
brought  in  by  Mr.  Shaw-Lefevre,  Sir  William 
Harcourt,  Sir  George  Trevelyan,  Mr.  Stane- 
feld,  Mr.  Broadhurst,  Sir  Horace  Davey,  and 
Mr.  ABquith. 

Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [Bill  4SJ 


COAL 


MINE8     REGULATION    ACT    (1887) 
AMENDMENT     BILL. 


PARLIAMENTARY    FRANCHISE    (EXTENSION 

to  women)  (No.  2)  bill.  ,    m          „.„ 

n*  Mr.*;™  «f  \f-  tovh*,.  vr*T  .«*„  ran  ^  On  Motion  of  Mr.  Pritchard  Morgan,  Bill 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Walter  McLaren,  Bill  to  d  fcfa    Q  ^  m        Regulation  Act  of 

-extend  the  Parliamentary  Franchise,  ordered  TianJ:-?     IL^l!  ^^^^^J^i^^uJ^LJi 

T.   D.  Sullivan,  Sir'  Edward  Watkin,  Baron  W^*m  Abraham    (Rhondda),    Mr.  Jacob* 

-        -         -    '  -                                  >  _    — .  and  Mr.  Cremer. 


Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [Bill  43.] 

DEPARTMENT   OF   LABOUR  BILL. 
On  Motion  of  Mr.  Ernest  Spencer,  Bill  to 
establish  a  Department  of  Labour,  to  be  pie- 
sided  over  by  a   Minister  to  be  called  the 
Labour  Minister,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by 


Dimsdale,  Dr.  Cameron,  Sir  Albert  Rollit, 
Mr.  Lewis  Fry,  Mr.  Webb,  Mr.  Byron  Reed, 
and  Mr.  Maclure. 

Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [Bill  37.] 

ELECTORS  QUALIFICATION  AND  REGISTRA- 
TION BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Stansfeld,  Bill  to  amend  Mr.  Ernest  Spencer,  Sir  Albert  Rollit,  and  Sir 

4he  Law  with  respect  to  the  Qualification  and  Joseph  Pease. 

Registration    of   Electors  at    Parliamentary,  BiU  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [Bill  44.] 
Municipal,  and  County  Elections  in  England 

^and  Wales,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  EDUCATIONAL  ENDOWMENTS  (BANFF)  BILL* 

«tansfeld\  Sir  George  Treveyan   Mr    Shaw  Qn  Motion  of  Mr  Duff  Bm  to  make  y^** 

^feITi!\Jfr-  ^lnrycH* £°wler' ^  U8htre*  provision  for  the  administration  of  certain 

Kay-Shuttleworth,  Sir    Horace   Davey,  and  feducational  Endowments  in  the  County  of 

Mr.  Asquitn.  Banffj  oraered.to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Dofl; 

Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [Bill  38.]  Mr.  Asher,  and  Mr.  James  Campbell. 

Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [Bill  45.] 

LABOURERS    (IRELAND)    BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Joseph  Nolan,  Bill  to  PENSIONS  (OLD  age)  BILL. 

-amend  the  Labourers  (Ireland)  Acts,  ordered  On  Motion  of  Sir   Walter  Foster,  Bill  to 

to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Joseph  Nolan,  Mr.  provide  Pensions  for  poor  persons  over  the 

John    Redmond,  >Ir.  Mahony,  Mr.  Timothy  age  of  sixty-five  years,  ordered  to  be  brought 

Harrington,  Mr.  Clancy,  Mr.  I«eamy,  and  Mr.  in  by  Sir  Walter  Foster,  Mr.   Labouehere, 

-John  O'Connor.  Mr.    Broadhurst,    Mr.    Winterbotham,    Mr. 

Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [Bill  39.]  Alfred  Thomas,  and  Mr.  Spencer  Balfour. 

r                                                            J  Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [Bill  46.] 

SALE   OP   INTOXICATING   LIQUORS   TO 

CHILDREN  BILL.  LEASEHOLDERS    (PURCHASE   OF   FEB 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Conybeare,  Bill  to  amend  ~     ,f  ..       S1M^E)  B^' 

d  extend  a.*  i «  r*i*ti«,  ♦„  *h«  «r«h5w*!««  0*  Motion  of   Mr.  Lawson,  Bill  to  give 

purchase  of 
ordered  te 


*nd  extend  the  Law  relating  to  the  prohibition     .  ^.V    ♦    r         k  m        «      *L , 

of  the  Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  to  Chil-    l^^^J^^^Z^ 

^ren,  and  for  other  purposes  connected  there-    J"6*!66  S^P1®  °' *"•"  Holdings, 


^rith,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Cony-    **  brou«ht  in  by  Mr-  L»wson. 
beare,  Mr.  Walter  M'Laren,  Mr.  Charming, 
Mr.  Henry  J.  Wilson,  and  Mr.  Octavius  V.     MUNICIPAL  FRANCHISE  (IRELAND)  (NO.  2) 
Morgan. 


Bill  presented,  and  read  firBt  time.  [Bill  40.] 

.STEAM    ENGINES    (PERSONS    IN    CHARGE) 

BILL. 


BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  John  O'Connor,  Bill  te 
regulate  the  franchise  in  municipalities  and 
townships  in  Ireland,  ordered  to  be  brought  hi 
by    Mr.    John    O'Connor,   Mr.  Clancy,    Mr. 


On  Motion  of  Mr.  Fenwick,  Bill  to  provide  Timo^  Harrington,  and  Mr.  William  Red- 

for  Certificates  to  Persons  in  Charge  of  Steam  m*£m  n^^^»  «« a  «^^  a~.+  +;mA   rn;n  an  1 

Engines  and  Boilers  on  Land,  ordered  to  be  BlU  Prwented> Md  read  *»*  ***-  lBm  470 
•irought  in  by  Mr.  Fenwick.  Mr.   Burt,  Mr. 

Broadhurst,  Mr.  Pickard,  Mr.  William  Abra-  LIQUOR     TRAFFIC     LOCAL    VETO     (SOOT- 

ham  (Rhondda),  Mr.  Sinclair,  Mr.  Wilson,  and  LAND)  BILL. 

Mr.  Seton-Karr.  On  Motion  of  Mr.  M'Lagan,  BiU  to  enable 

Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [Bill  41.]  owners  and  occupiers  in  burghs,  parishes,  and 


district*  in  Scotland  to  prevent  the 
■ale  of  indicating  liquort,  or  otherwise  to 
have  effectual  control  over  the  drink  traffic 
within  such  areas,  ordered  to  )>e  brought  in  by 
Mr.  M'Lagan,  Dr.  Cameron,  Mr.  Mackintosh, 
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CHURCH     BUILDING     ACTS    (COMPULSORY 

POWERS  REPEAL)   BELL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Powell,  Bill  to  repeal  the 

E)  visions  of  the  Church  Building  Acta  re- 
ing  to  the  compulsory  purchase  o  f  site*  for 
churches  and  burial  grounds,  ordered  to  be 
brought  in  by  Mr.   Powell,  Mr.  Talbot,  Mr. 

i.    [Bill  65.1 

BOILERS  INSPECTION  AND  REGISTRATION 
BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Sir  Edmund  Lechmere,  Bill  to- 
provide  for  the  Inspection  and  Registration  of 
Boilers,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Sir- 
Edmnnd  Lechmere,  Mr.  Hermon- Hodge,  Mr. 
Mather,  Mr.  Burt,  Mr.  Coddington,  Sir 
William  Houldsworth,  and  Mr.  Maclean. 

Bill  presented,  and  read  Brat  time.    [BUI  56.  J 

MARRIAGE  WITH  A  DECEASED  WIFE'S 
SISTER  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Leon,  Bill  to  amend  the 
Law  as  to  Marriage  with  a  Deceased  Wife's 
Sister,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Leon, 
Mr.  Colman,  Mr.  Furnesa,  Mr.  John  Kelly, 
Mr.  Lambert,  and  Mr.  Logan. 

Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [Bill  57.]. 

TENURE  OF  LAND  (IRELAND)  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Thomas  Dickson,  Bill  to- 
amend  the  Law  relating  to  the  tenure  of  Land 
in  Ireland,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr. 
Thomas  Dickson,  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy,  Mr.  Dillon, 
Mr.  William  O'Brien,  Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor,  and 
Mr.  M'Dermott. 

Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [Bill  56.  J 

HOUSING  OF   THE   WORKING   CLA88E8 

(IRELAND)  BILL. 
On  Motion  of  Mr.  O'KeefFe,  Bill  for  making 
better  provision  for  the  housing  of  the  working 
classes  in  Irish  cities  and  towns,  ordered  to- 
be  brought  in  by  Mr.  O'Keeffe,  Mr.  Sexton, 
Mr.  Murphy,  Mr.  T.  D.  Sullivan,  Mr.  Flavin, 
Mr.  Maurice  Healy,  and  Mr.  Webb. 
Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [Bill  59.} 

OLD  AGE   PROVIDENT  PENSIONS   BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Hartley,  Bill  to  provide 
pensions  in  old  age  to  the  provident  poor, 
ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Bsrtley,  Mr  - 
Maclean,  and  Mr.  Seager  Hunt. 

Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [Bill  60.] 

POOR   LAW   GUARDIANS    (IRELAND)   BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Webb,  Bill  to  amend  the 
Law  relating  to  the  constitution  and  election 
of  Board  of  Poor  Law  Guardians  in  Ireland, 
ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Webb,  Mr. 
T.  M.  Healy,  Mr.  P.  J.  Power,  Mr.  Deaey,  Mr. 
William  Abraham  (Limerick),  Mr.  Hammond, 
and  Mr.  Patrick  Joseph  O'Brien. 

Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [Bill  61.  ] 


BUI  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [BUI  48.] 

RETURNING  OFFICERS'  EXPENSES  (bCOT- 
LAND)    BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Esslemont,  Bill  to  provide 
for  the  payment  of  Expenses  hi  be  incurred 
by  Returning  Officers  at  Parliamentary 
Elections  in  Scotland,  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  Mr.  Esslemont,  Sir  George  Trevelyan, 
Mr.  Marjoribanks.  Mr.  M'Ewan,  Mr.  Munro 
Ferguson,  and  Dr.  Clark. 

Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [BUI  49.] 

SALE  OF  INTOXICATING  LIQUORS  ON 
SUNDAYS    BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Broadhurst,  Bill  to  pro- 
hibit the  Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  on 
Sundays,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr. 
Broadhurst,  Mr.  James  Stevenson,  Mr.  Walter 
James,  Mr.  Oetavius  V.  Morgan,  Mr.  Cozens- 
Hardy,  and  Mr.  Charles  Wilson. 

Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [Bill  50.] 

COMPULSORY   SALE   OF    LAND     (IRELAND) 
BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Arthur  O'Connor,  BUI 
to  provide  for  the  Compulsory  Sale  of  Land  in 
certain  cases  in  Ireland,  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  hv  Mr.  Arthur  O'Connor,  Mr.  Dickson, 
Mr.  Knox,  Mr.  Jordan,  Mr.  Matthew  Kenny, 
Mr.  M'Cartan,  and  Mr.  Pinkerton. 

BUI  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [BUI  51.] 

LAND  LAW  (IRELAND)  ACTS  (1881  AND 
1887)    AMENDMENT   BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Dr.  Fitzgerald,  BUI  to  amend 
the  Land  Law  (Ireland)  Acts,  1881  and  1387, 
ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Dr.  Fitzgerald, 
Mr.  T.  Harrington,  Mr.  Clancy,  Mr.  Mahony, 
and  Mr.  William  Redmond. 

BUI  presented, and  read  first  time.  [Bills?,.] 

RIGHTS  OF  WAY  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 
On  Motion  of  Mr.  Buchanan,  BUI  to  confer 
on  County  Councils  in  Scotland  the  power  of 
maintaining  and  protecting  Rights  of  Way 
and  otherwise  to  amend  the  Law  relating  to 
Rights  of  Way  in  Scotland,  ordered  to  be 
brought  in  by  Mr.  Buchanan,  Mr.  Bryce,  Mr. 
Aaher,  Mr.  Arthur  EUiot,  Dr.  Farquharson, 
and  Mr.  Shirass  WUI. 
Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [BUI  53.] 

FIRE  BRIGADES  (EXEMPTION  FROM  JURY 
SERVICE)  BILL. 
On  Motion  of  Viscount  Curzon,  Bill  to 
exempt  members  of  Fire  Brigades  from  ser- 
vice on  juries,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by 
Viscount  Curzon,  Sir  Edward  Birkbeak,  Mr. 
Dixon  Hartland,  Mr.  Sexton,  Mr.  Gully,  Mr. 


EDUCATION  (IRELAND)  BILL. 
On  Motion  of  Mr.  Harrison,  BUI  to  afford 

increased  facilities  for  University  Education. 


Employer 


{COMMONS! 


Liability  Bill, 


■.  [Bill  62.] 


ana  liquors  (ireland)  bill. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Johnston,  Bill  U 
amend  tie  Law  relating  to  the  Sale  of 
Intoxicating  Liquors  in  Ireland,  on  Saturday 
and  Sunday,  and  for  other  purposes  con- 
nected therewith,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by 
Mr.  Johnston,  Mr.  I*a,  Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 
Mr.  Mauri eo  Healy,  Mr.  Mahony,  Colonel 
Saunderaon,  Mr.  Jordan,  Sir  Charles  Lewis, 
.Mr.  William  Corbett,  and  Mr.  O'Neill, 

Dill  presented,  andread  first  time.    [Bill  6a] 

NATIONAL  SCHOOL  TEACHERS  (IRELAND) 
BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Kilbride,  Bill  to  improve 
the  position  of  National  School  Teachers  in 
Ireland,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  bv  Mr. 
Kilbride,  Mr.  Sexton,  Mr.  Knox,  Mr.  Sheeny, 
Mr.  Dillon,  and  Mr.  Cox. 

Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.    [Bill  64.] 

GOVERNMENT    OF    SCOTLAND    BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Hunter,  Bill  to  amend 
the  provision  for  the  future  Government  of 
Scotland,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr. 
Hunter,  Mr.  Laing  Brown,  Mr.  Buchanan,  Dr. 
Cameron,  Mr.  Esslemont.  Sir  John  Kinloch, 
Mr.  Leng,  Mr.  Philippe,  Mr.  Robert  Iteid,  Mr. 
Edmund  Robertson,  Mr.  Shiress  Will,  and 
Mr.  John  Wilson. 

Bill  presented,  and  read  Brat  time.  [BUI  65.] 

PIG  IRON  WARRANTS  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Hinglev,  Bill  to  regulate 
dealings  iu  Pig  Iron,  ordered  to  be  brought  in 
bv  Mr.  Hinglev,  Mr.  Ainslie,  and  Mr.  Isaac 
Wilson. 

Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [Bill  66  ] 

POOB   BATE    (METROPOLIS)    BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Pickeragill,  Bill  to  provide 
for  the  equal  distribution  over  the  Metropolis 
of  a  further  portion  of  the  expenses  charged 
to  the  Poor  Rate  ;  and  for  other  purposes, 
ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Pickersgill, 
Mr.  Howell,  and  Mr.  Sydney  Buxton. 

Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [Bill  67.] 


solidate  and  amend  the  Lawn  relating  to 
Agricultural  Holdings  in  England  and  Wales  ; 
and  for  other  purposes,  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  Mr.  Channing,  Mr.  Seale-Havne,  Mr. 
Cobb,  Mr.  Halley  Stewart,  Mr.  Francis  Steven- 
son, Mr.  Arthur  Williams,  and  Mr.  Lambert. 
Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [Bill  68.] 


On  Motion  of  Mr.  Tuite,  Bill  to 
if  Agricultural  and  othe 
.  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr. 


condition  of  Agricultural  and  other  Labourers 


Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.    [Bill  69.] 

OUTDOOR   RELIEF    (IRELAND)    BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Cox,  Bill  to  amend  the 
Law  relating  to  the  distribution  of  Outdoor 
Relief  in  Ireland,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by 
Mr.  Cox,  Mr.  Jordan,  Mr.  Barry,  Mr.  Flyno, 
Mr.  MacNeill,  Mr.  Collery,  and  Sir  Thomas 
Esmonde.  • 

Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [Bill  70  ] 

TOWN    HOLDINGS    (IRELAND)    BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  O'Hanlon,  Bill  to  amend 
the  Law  relating  to  Town  Holdings  in  Ireland, 
ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  O'Hanlon, 
Mr.  Mahony,  Mr.  O'Kelly,  Mr.  Harrison,  Mr. 
Carew,  and  Mr.  Harrington. 

Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [Bill  7LJ 

PIERS    AND     HARBOURS    (IRELAND)   BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Dillon,  Bill  to  make  better 
provision  for  the  construction  of  Piers  and 
Harbours  in  Ireland,  ordered  to  be  brought  in 
by  Mr.  Dillon,  Mr.  Barry,  Mr.  MacNeill,  Mr. 
Gilhoolv,  Mr.  Deasy,  Mr.  Pinkerton,  and  Mr. 
Webb. 

Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [Bill  72.] 

HOUSING    OF    THE    WORKING    CLASSES 

BILL. 
On  Motion  of  Mr.  Stem,  Bill  for  the  pur- 
pose of  facilitating  the  operation  of  "The 
Housing  of  the  Working  ('lasses  Act,  1890,"  in 
so  far  as  it  relates  to  rural  sanitary  districts, 
ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Stern,  Sir 
Walter  Foster.  Mr.  Francis  Stevenson,  and 
Mr.  Brand- 
Bill  presented,  and  rood  first  time.  [Bill  73.] 

FISHERIES    (IRELAND)   HILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Conway,  Bill  to  amend 
the  Law  relating  to  Fisheries  in  Ireland, 
ordered  to  be  brought  in  bv  Mr.  ("on way,  Mr. 
Mahonv,  Mr.  William  Corbet,  and  Mr.  Nolan. 

BUI  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [Bui  74.) 

BURIALS   BILL.  i 

On  Motion  of  Mr.Osborne Morgan,  Bill  furtbar 
to  amend  the  Burial  Laws,  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  Mr.  Osborne  Morgan,  Mr.  Channing,  Mr. 
John  Ellis,  and  Mr.  IUingworth. 
'        "        "     .adfii 


Bill  presented,  and  rt 


1  first  time.  [BUI  75.] 
(licensing 


Tuite,  Mr.  Dillon,   Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor,  Mr. 


RAILWAY       SHAREHOLDERS 
SESSIONS)   bill. 
On  Motion  of  Mr.  Macture,  Bill   to  remove 
the  disabilities  of  Railway  and  other  Share- 
holders in  public   companies  from  acting  at 
rising  Sessions,  ordered  to  be  brought  in 
bv  Mr.  Maclure,   Mr.   Coddington,   and   Mr. 
Fielden. 
Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.    [Bill  78.  | 

employers'  liability  bill. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Burt,  Bill  to  amend  "  Tbe 
Employers' Liability  Act,  1880,"  ordered  to  be 
brought  in  by  Mr.  Burt,  Mr.  Broadhurst,  Mr. 
Joicev,  Mr.  Haldane,  and  Mr.  Loekwood. 

Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [Bill  77.  J 
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'       PARLIAMENTARY  BLECTIONB    BILL. 
-  On  Motion  of  Mr.  Sheehy,  BUI  to 
Lew    relating   to    Parliamentary 


ordered  to  be  brought  tn  by  Mr.  Sheehy,  Mr. 
T.  M.  Healy,  Mr.  Arthur  O'Connor,  Mr, 
Matthew  Kenny,  Mr.  Knox,  and  Sir  Thomas 


BUI  presented,  and  nod  flrst  time.  [BUI  78.] 

REGISTRATION  ACTS  (LODaBBS) 
AMENDMENT  BILL. 
On  Motion  of  Mr.  Ootavius  V.  Morgan,  Bill 
to  amend  the  Registration  Aeti  with  refer- 
eoce  to  lodgers  entitled  to  rota  at  Parliamen- 
tary election!,  ordered  to  bo  brought  in  by 
Mr.  Octsviui  V.  Morgan,  Mr.  Beaufoy,  Mr. 
Bolton,  Mr.  Sydney  Barton,  Mr.  Cromer,  Mr. 
Howell,  Mr.  Dawson,  Mr.  Montagu,  Mr. 
PiokersgUl,  Mr.  Rowlands,  and  Mr.  James 
Stuart. 

read  first  time.  [Bill  79.] 


TREKS    (IRELAND)    BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Knox,  Bill  to  encourage 
the  planting  of  Trees  in  Ireland,  ordered  to 


MARRIED    WOMEN    BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Ambrose,  BUI  to  amend 
the  Law  by  limiting  the  power  of  a  married 
woman  to  bind  her  husband  by  contract  in 
certain  cases,  and  to  further  limit  the  time  for 
the  recovery  of  small  debts  and  demands, 
ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Ambrose  and 
Mr.  Bartley. 

Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.   [Bill  81.] 

FISHERIES    (IRELAND)    (no.    2)   BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  William  Abraham  (Lime- 
rick), Bill  for  the  better  development  of 
Fisheries  in  Ireland,  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  Mr.  William  Abraham  (Limerick), 
Mr.  Pinkerton,  Mr.  Morrogh,  Mr.  Webb,  Mr. 
M'Cartan,  Mr.  Lane,  and  Mr.  O' Keens. 

Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.   [Bill  82.] 

KETURN   TICKETS. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Morton,  Bill  to  enable 
pasaengers  in  Railway  Trains  and  on  Steam- 
boats, Sets.,  to  make  use  of  Return  Tickets  at 
any  time  after  the  date  of  issue,  ordered  to  be 
brought  in  by  Mr.  Morton,  Mr.  Caldwell,  Mr, 
Causton,  Dr.  Clark,  Mr,  Lloyd  Morgan,  and 
Dr.  Tanner. 

Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [BUI  33.] 

GUARDIANS  OF  THE  POOB  (QUALIFICATION) 
BILL. 
On  Motion  of  Mr.  Henry  J.  Wilson,  Bill  to 
amend  the  Law  relating  to  the  Qualification 
of  Guardians  of  the  Poor,  ordered  to  be 
brought  in  by  Mr.  Henry  J.  Wilson,  Mb 
Broadhurst,  Mr.  James  Stuart,  Mr.  Walter 
M'Laren,  and  Mr.  James  Rowlands. 

BUI  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [Bill  84.] 
VOL.    I.  [NEW    BEBtES.] 


SOLICITORS'  APPRENTICES  (IRELAND) 

BILL. 
On  Motion  of  Mr.  O'Neill,  BUI  to  amend  and 
consolidate  the  Laws  rotating  to  Solicitors 
and  to  the  sarvioa  of  Indentured  Apprentices 
In  Ireland,  ordered  to  be  broaght  in  by  Mr. 
OWoU!,  Mr.  Maurice  Healy,  Mr.  Macartney, 
Mr.  O'Keefle,  and  Mr.  Barton. 
Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [BUI  85.] 

DRAINAGE  AND  IMPROVEMENT  OF  LAND 
(IRELAND)    BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Chance,  BiU  to  amend 
the  Law  rotating  to  the  Drainage  and  Improve- 
ment of  Land  in  Ireland,  ordered  to  bo  brought 
in  by  Mr.  Chance,  Mr.  Arthur  O'Connor,  Mr. 
Maurice  Healy,  and  Mr,  Knox. 

BUI  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [BUI  85.] 

NATIONAL   SCHOOL   TEACHERS    (tBELAND) 
(NO.    2)    BILL. 


i,  and  read  first  time.  [BiU  87.] 


Ireland,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by 
Mr.  Sexton,  Mr.  Justin  M'Carthy,  Mr.  Thomas 
Dickson,  Mr.  Flavin,  Mr,  O'Keeffe,  and  Mr. 
Murphy. 

Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [BiU  88.] 


AND     SITES    (IRELAND)    BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  William  Corbet,  BiU  to 
provide  Sites  for  Churches,  Schools,  and 
Teachers'   Residences  in  Ireland,  ordered  to 


Mr.  Conway. 
BiU  presented,  and  read 


first  tune.  [BUI  89,] 


OF  COURT  (IRELAND)  BILL. 
On  Motion  of  Mr.  Finucane,  BiU  to  ■ 


Finucane,  Mr.  Knox,  Mr.  Arthur  O'Connor, 
Mr.  Dillon,  Mr.  William  O'Brien,  Mr.  Sexton, 
and  Mr.  Donal  Sullivan. 
BUI  presented,  and  read  flrst  time.  [BUI  90.] 

PARLIAMENTARY  ELECTIONS  (NO.  2)  BULL. 
On  Motion  of  Mr.  Howell,  BUI  to  consoli- 
date, simplify,  and  amend  the  Law  relating  to 
Parliamentary  Elections:   and  for  other  pur- 
poses relating  thereto,  ordered  to  be  brought 
by  Mr.  Howell,  Mr.  Sydney  Buxton,  Mr. 
skersgiU,  Mr.  James  Stuart.  Mr.  Fenwiek, 
Dr.  Hunter,  Mr.  Bowen  Rowlands,  and  Mr. 

WanningtoD. 
Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [BUI  91.] 
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PUBLIC    HOUSES     (HOURS      OP     CLOSING) 

(SCOTLAND)  BILL. 
'  Gu  Motion  of  Dr.  Cameron,  Bill  to  amend 
"  She '  Public  Houses  (Hour*  of  Closing) 
(SbMbud)  Act,  1887,"  ordered  to  be  brought 
toby.  Dr.  Cameron,  Mr.  M'Lngan,  Mr.  John 
Wilton  (Govan),  Mr.  Buchanan,  Mr.  Huntor, 
and  Mr.  Lang. 
'  Bill  presented,  and  read  tint  time.  [BUI  92 J 


JUSTICES  OP  THE  PEACE  (QUALIFICATION) 
BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Sir  Joseph  Posse,  BUI  to 
abolish  the  property  qualification  required  by 
persons  acting  as  Justices  of  the  Peace,  ordered 
to  be  brought  In  by  Sir  Joseph  Pease,  Sir 
William  Hsroourt,  Sir  Henry  James,  Mr. 
Bart,  and  Mr.  Alfred  Pease. 

Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [Bill  93.] 


LABOURERS'    (IRELAND)   ALLOTMENTS 
BILL. 

On  Motion)  of  Dr.  Tanner,  Bill  to  amend 
the  Labourers'  (Ireland)  Acts  tor  the  purpose 
of  pioVlding  increased  allotments  of  land  for 
the  agricultural  labourer*  in  Ireland,  ordered 
to  be  brought  in  by  Dr.  Tanner,  Mr.  Sexton, 
Mr.  Knox,  Mr.  Finn,  Mr.  Gilhooly,  and  Mr. 
SbMhy. 

Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.    [Bill  94.] 

plumbers'  registration  bill. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Knowlea,  Bill  for  the 
National  Registration  of  Plumbers,  ordered  to 
be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Knowlea,  Mr.  Arthur 
Aeland,  Sir  Algernon  Borthwick,  Earl  Comp- 
ton,  Mr.  William  Cross,  Mr.  Dixon,  Dr. 
Farqoharson,  Mr,  Bowen  Rowlands,  and  Mr. 
Sexton. 

Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.    [Bill  95.] 

SCHOOL  BOARD  FOB  LONDON"  (SUPER- 
ANNUATION')   BELL. 

On  Motion  of  Sir  Richard  Temple,  Bill  to 
enable  the  School  Board  for  London  to  grant 
superannuation  allowances  to  teachers  and 
other  employees,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by 
Sir  Richard  Temple,  Mr.  Oilliat,  Mr.  Cross, 
and  Hr.  Ambrose. 

Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.  (Bill  96.] 

sale   op  intoxicating  liquors   (eno- 

land)  rill. 

On   Motion  of  Mr.  Allison,   Bill  to  enable 

localities  in  England  to  control  the  sale  of  In- 


ine  Liquors,   ordered  to  be  brought 
by  Mr.  Allison,  Mr.  Jacob  Bright,  Mr.  Burt,  Sir 
Walter   Foster,   Mr.    Henry  J.   Wilson,   and 
Mr.  Octavius  V.  Morgan. 
Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [Bill  97.] 

PARISH  COUNCILS,  Ac.  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Cobb,  Bill  tor  the  creation 

of  Parish  Councils,  to  be  elected  by  reformed 

parish  vestries,  with  powers  aa  to  allotments, 


set 


ordered  to  be  Drought  in  by  Mr.  CobL  |K 
Channing,  Sir  Walter  Foster,  He.  8>«nla- 
Hayne,  Mr.  Halley  Stewart.  Mr.  Herbert 
Gardner,  Mr.  Arthur  Aeland,  Mr.  Fnpois. 
Stevenson,  and  Mr.  Leon.. 
Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.   [Bill  98. J 

POLICE  DISABILITIES  REMOVAL  (EXTEN- 
SION) BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Schwann,  Bill  to  extend 
the  provisions  of  "The  Police  Disabilities 
Removal  Act,  1887,'  to  municipal  and  other 
elections,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  hy  Mr. 
Schwann,  Mr.  Walter  M'Laren,  Mr.  Arthur 
Williams,  Hr.  Causton,  Mr.  Roby,  Mr.  Mather, 
Mr.  Beele-Hayne,  and  Mr.  Haldane. 

Bill  presented, and  read  first  time.    [Bill  98. J 


ud  noiiuD  oi  air.  onubi  iwwimihii^  oui  hp 
give  Compensation  to  occupying  Tenants  <ST 
town  holdings  for  beneficial  IrauroTSsasnts, 
ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  James  Row- 
lands, Mr.  Lawson,  Mr.  David  Thorns*,  and 
Earl  Compton. 

Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [Bill  100.} 


SHERIFF  COURTS  CIVIL  CODE  (SCOTLAND^ 
BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Caldwell,  BUI  to  •aanbis* 
in  one  Code  the  regulations  affecting  fliin^ifc 
Courts  in  Scotland,  and  to  extend  and  amend 
the  Law  of  Civil  Process  therein,  ordered  ts> 
be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Caldwell,  Sir  Georjjs- 
Trevelyan,  Mr.  Philippe,  and  Mr.  John  Wilaost 
(Oovan). 

Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [BUI  10LJ 

HOSPITALS,   &C.    (ASSISTANCE    FROM 
RATES)    BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Mather,  Bill  to  oxuthls- 
mumcinal  corporations  and  other  local  autho- 
rities to  give  grants  in  Aid,  out  of  the  ftatsa, 

if  they  think  fit,  to  Hospitals  and  Inf 

and  such  like  Charitable  Institutions  si . , 
by   voluntary   contributions,    ordered    i._    _. 
brought  in  by  Mr.  Mather,  Mr.  Svdney  Burton, 
Mr.  Knowlea,  Mr.  Schwann,  Mr.  Tomluuoa, 
Mr.  Atherley-Jones,  and  Sir  Albert  Rollit. 

Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [Bill  103. J, 


CAMBRIDGE  UNIVERSITY  JURISDICTION, 
BILL. 

On  Motion  ot  Mr.  Penrose  FitzGerald,  BUT 
to  amend  the  Law  relating  to  the  Jurisdiction 
of  the  Chancellor,  Vice  Chancellor,  and  other 
authorities  of  the  (.'Diversity  of  Cambridge- 
over  persons  not  members  of  the  University; 
and  for  other  purposes,  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  Mr.  Penrose  FitzGerald,  Mr.  Jane* 
Lowther,  Mr.  Newnaa,  Sir  Algernon  Borth- 
wick, and  Mr.  Walter  M'Laren. 

Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [Bill  103.J 
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D£CK  CARGOES  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  James  Stevenson,  Bill  to 
amend  the  Merchant  Snipping  Acta  in  respect 
of  "the  carrying  of  t>eck  Cargoes,  ordered  to  be 
prought  inby  llr.  James  Stevenson,  Mr.  John 
Wileoa  (Durham),  and  Mr.  Feawick. 

Bill  presented,  end  read  first  time.  [Bill  104.] 

COMPANIES  ACT  (1862)   AMENDMENT 

BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Sir  William  Houldsworth, 
Bill  to  amend  the  Companies  Aot  1862, 
ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  8ir  William 
Howdsworth,  Mr.  Horle,  Mr.  Howell,  Mr. 
Mowbray,  and  Mr.  T.  Harrop  Sidebottom. 

Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [Bill  105.] 

* 

COPYHOLD  ACTS  AMENDMENT  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Brand,  Bill  to  amend  the 
Copyhold  Acts,  and  for  the  enfranchisement 
of  copyhold  and  customary  lands,  ordered  to 
be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Brand,  Mr.  Newnes, 
Mr,  Cobb,  Mr.  Hallej  Stewart,  and  Mr. 
John  Kelly. 

Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [Bill  106.] 

PUBLIC      HEALTH       (INTERMENTS)       ACT 

(1879)    AMENDMENT    BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  J.  W.  Sidebotham,  Bill  to 
make  better  provision  for  the  regulation  and 
control  of  Cemeteries  provided  under  "  The 
Public  Health  (Interments)  Act,  1879," 
ordered  to  be  brought  by  Mr.  J.  W.  Side- 
botham, Mr.  John  Bright,  Mr.  William  Cross, 
Mr.  Lees,  Mr.  Mather,  and  Mr.  William  Side- 
bottom. 

Bill  presented,and  read  first  time.  [Bill  107.] 

MAGISTRATES    IN    POLICE   BURGHS  (SCOT- 
LAND)   BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Hugh  Elliot,  Bill  to  enable 
the  Junior  Magistrates  of  Police  Burghs  in 
Scotland  to  act  ex  officio  as  Justices  of  the 
Peace  and  Commissioners  of  Supply  for  the 
County  in  which  the  said  Burghs  are  situated, 
ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Hugh  Elliot, 
Mr.  Mark  Stewart,  and  Mr.  Shaw-Stewart. 

Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [Bill  108.] 

MERCHANT    SEAMEN    (PROVISIONS) 

BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  J.  Wilson  (Durham)  Bill  to 
amend  the  Law  relating  to  Provisions  supplied 
to  Seamen,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr. 
John  Wilson  (Durham),  Mr.  Fenwick,  Major 
Rasch,  and  Mr.  Sydney  Buxton. 

BUI  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [Bill  109.] 

CONVEYANCING   AND   LAW    OF    PROPERTY 

ACT  (1881)  AMENDMENT   BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Thomas  Henry  Bolton, 
Bill  to  amend  "  The  Conveyancing  and  Law  of 


Property  Act,  1881,"  with  reference  to 

holds,  ordered  to  be  brqught  in  b j  Mr.  Thorns* 
Henry  Bolton,  Sir  Horace  Davey,  Sir  Albert 
Rollit;  Mr.  Warniington,  and  Mr.  Rentdul. 
Bfll  presented;  and  read  first  time.  [Bill  U0.J 

HARES  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Colonel  Dawnay,  Bill  to  en%c£ 
a  "Close Time"  for Haiw during Uw b^je^ding. 
season,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Cqlonol 
Dawnay,  Sir  John  Lubbock,  Mr.  Dillwyn,  Mr. 
Alfred  Pease,  Dr.  Fitzgerald,  and  the  Marquess 
of  Carmarthen. 

Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [Bill  111.] 

SALMON     FISHERIES     (IRELAND)     ACTS 
AMENDMENT   BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Macartney,  Bill  to  amend 
the  Salmon  Fisheries  (Ireland)  Acts,  ordered 
to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Macartney  and}  Mr* 
O'NeilL 

Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [Bill  112.] 

BEER   ADULTERATION   BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Colonel  Kenyon-81aaey,  Bill 
for  better  securing  the  purity  of  Beer,  ordered 
to  be  brought  in  by  Colonel  Kenyon-81aney^ 
Sir  Edward  Birkbeck,  Baron  Dims  dale,  Mr. 
Round,  and  Mr.  Fellowes. 

Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [Bill  113.} 

INDUSTRIAL    AND    PROVIDENT    80CIETIE& 

(leasehold  enfranchisement)  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Seale-Hayne,  Bill  to  give> 
facilities  to  Industrial  and  Provident  Societies 
for  the  purchase  of  the  fee  simple  of  their 
holdings,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr* 
Seale-Hayne,  Mr.  Lawson,  Mr.  James  Row- 
lands, Mr.  Bartley,  Mr.  Eraser  Mackintosh, 
Mr.  John  Kelly,  Mr.  Octavius  V.  Morgan,  Mr. 
Broadhurst,  Mr.  Channing,  and  Mr.  John 
Wilson  (Durham). 

Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [Bill  114.}. 

NATIONAL    INSTITUTIONS    (WALES) 

BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Alfred  Thomas,  Bill  to 
appoint  a  Secretary  of  State  for  Wales,  to  con- 
stitute a  Welsh  Educational  Department,  to* 
make  further  provisions  for  Local  Govern* 
ment,  and  to  create  a  National  Council  in 
Wales,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Alfred 
Thomas,  Mr.  Dillwyn,  Mr.  Bowen  Rowlands,. 
Mr.  Price.  Mr.  David  Randell,  Mr.  Davies, 
Mr.  Samuel  Smith,  Sir  Edward  Reed,  Mr. 
Pritchard  Morgan,  Mr.  Hanbury-Tracy,  Mr. 
Samuel  Evans,  Mr.  William  Abraham,  Mr. 
Abel  Thomas,  Mr.  Thomas  Ellis,  Mr.  Lloyd- 
George,  Mr.  John  Roberts,  Mr.  Lewis,  and 
Mr.  Lloyd  Morgan. 

Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [Bill  115.] 
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JUSTICES  OF  THE  PEACE   BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Seale-Hayne,  Bill  to 
amend  the  Law  in  regard  to  the  appointment, 

iualification,  and  removal  of  Justices  of  the 
'eaoe,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Scale* 
Hayne,  Mr.  Bernard  Coleridge,  Mr.  Howell, 
Mr.  Stuart  Rendel,  Sir  Bernnard  Samuelson, 
Mr.  Arthur  Williams,  Mr.  Cobb,  and  Mr. 
George  Lambert. 

Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [Bill  116.] 

teachers'  registration  and  organiza- 
tion BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Sir  Richard  Temple.  Bill  for 
the  registration  and  organization  of  Teachers, 
ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Sir  Richard  Tem- 
ple, Mr.  Howorth,  Mr.  Spencer,  and  Mr.  Side- 
botham. 

Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [Bill  117.] 

JURYMEN'S  EXPENSES  (IRELAND)  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Colonel  Nolan,  Bill  for  the 
payment  of  the  expenses  of  those  summoned 
to  serve  on  juries,  and  for  the  abolition  of 
Grand  Juries  at  Quarter  Sessions  in  Ireland, 
ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Colonel  Nolan, 
Dr.  Fitzgerald,  Mr.  Harrison,  and  Mr.  William 
Corbet. 

Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [Bill  118.] 

SHERIFF    COURTS   (SCOTLAND)    EXTRACTS 

BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Caldwell,  Bill  to  simplify 
the  forms  of  extracts  of  decrees  in  the  Sheriff 
Courts  of  Scotland,  ordered  to  be  brought  in 
by  Mr.  Caldwell,  Mr.  Edmund  Robertson,  and 
Mr.  Mackintosh. 

BUI  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [Bill  119.] 

PAROCHIAL    BOARDS   (SCOTLAND)    BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Dr.  Cameron,  Bill  to  reform 
the  constitution  of  Parochial  Boards  in  Scot- 
land, and  the  mode  of  electing  the  members  of 
such  Boards,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Dr. 
Cameron,  Mr.  Barclay,  Mr.  Shiress  Will,  Dr. 
Faro.uharson,  and  Mr.  Mackintosh. 

Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [Bill  120.] 

CORPORAL   PUNISHMENT   BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Milvain,  Bill  to  amend  the 
Law  relating  to  corporal  punishment,  ordered 
to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Milvain,  Sir  Matthew 
Ridley,  Sir  George  Russell,  and  Mr.  Wharton. 

Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [Bill  12L] 

COUNTY    COURTS   BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Chance,  Bill  to  amend 
the  Law  relating  to  County  Courts  in  Ireland, 
ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Chance  and 
Mr.  Murphy. 

Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [Bill  122.] 

DIVORCE    BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Hunter,  Bill  to  amend 
the  Law  of  Divorce,  ordered  to  be  brought  in 
by  Mr.  Hunter,  Mr.  Asquith,  Mr.  Cobb,  Mr. 
Fenwick,  and  Mr.  Herbert  Gardner. 

BUI  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [Bill  123.] 


OUTDOOR  PROVIDENT  ]  ELIEF  BH«Ii. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Bartley,  Bill  to  amend  the 
Law  relating  to  Outdoor  Relief  ia  ■iolrnest 
and  widowhood  to  the  provident  poor,  ocderei 
to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Bartley,  Mr.  Maoleaa, 
and  Mr.  Seager  Hunt. 

Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [Bill  121] 

PRIVATE  BANKS   BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Ernest  8penoar,  Bill  t* 
amend  the  Law  relating  to  Private  Banking 
Firms,  and  to  make  it  compulsory  that  all  took 
firms  shall  issue  an  annual  balance  sheet  is* 
their  customers,  ordered  to  be  brought  ia  by 
Mr.  Ernest  Spencer,  Mr.  Warmington,  Mr 
Maclure,  and  Mr.  Bartley. 

Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [Bill  125.) 

PRISONS   ACT   AMENDMENT   BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Channing,  Bill  to  amoat 
the  Laws  relating  to  the  treatment  of  Prieoeere 
under  various  Acts  in  England  and  Wales ; 
and  for  other  purposes,  ordered  to  be  broaaaV 
in  by  Mr.  Channing,  Mr.  Picton,  Mr.  Atherley- 
Jones,  and  Mr.  Barran. 

Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [Bill  128.) 

ARTIFICIAL      MANURES,    &C.    (ADULTBBJL- 

tion)  BILL. 
On  Motion  of  Mr.  Channing,  Bill  for  the 
better  prevention  of  frauds  in  the  manufacture 
and  sale  of  Artificial  Manures  and  other  pre- 
parations for  agricultural  purposes,  ordered 
to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Channing,  Mr.  HaHey 
Stewart,  Mr.  Seale-Hayne,  Mr.  Cobb,  Sir 
Walter  Foster.  Dr.  Farquharson,  and  Ssr 
John  Swinburne. 

Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [Bill  187.] 

solicitors'  (magistracy)  bill. 
On  Motion  of  Mr.  Maclure,  Bill  to  enable 
Solicitors  of  the  High  Court  of  Justice  to  est 
as  County  Magistrates,  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  Mr.  Maclure,  Mr.  Winterbotham,  Mr. 
Sydney  Gedge,  and  Sir  Albert  Rollit. 

Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [Bill  128.] 

LOCAL   TAXATION  (CUSTOMS   AND  EXCISl) 

ACT   (1890)  AMENDMENT  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Sir  Albert  Rollitt,  Bill  ft» 

amend  "  The  Local  Taxation  (Customs  eat 

Excise)  Act,  1890,"  with  respect  to  oontribe* 
tions  for  technical  instruction,  ordered  to  et 
brought  in  by  Sir  Albert  Rollit,  Lord  Brooks, 
Mr.  Woodall,  and  Mr.  Roe. 

Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [Bill  12&] 
House  adjourned  at  a  quarter  I 
past  Four  o'clock  I 
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HOUSE   OF   LORDS, 
Thursday,  21th  February,  1892. 

BMOKE  NUISANCE  ABATEMENT  (ME- 
TROPOLIS)  BILL.     [HO-] 

Lord  STRATHEDEN  and  CAMP- 
BELL :  My  Lords,  I  rise  to  ask  your 
Lordships  to  read,  for  the  first  time,  a 
Bill  for  the  abatement  of  Smoke  in  the 
Metropolis.  The  subject  has  often 
come  before  the  House,  and  at  the 
present  moment  it  excites  considerable 
interest.  The  Bill  1  wish  to  introduce 
will  approximate,  as  far  as  the  present 
state  of  the  law  permits,  with  the  form 
that  had  previously  received  the  sanc- 
tion of  the  Select  Committee,  who 
went  with  anxious  care  into  the  details 
and  took  important  evidence  upon  it, 

The  LORD  CHANCELLOR  (Lord 
Halwhury)  :  The  noble  Lord  has  not 
given  notice,  has  he  ? 

Lord  STRATHEDEN  and  CAMP- 
BELL ;  The  noble  and  learned  Lord 
will  admit  that  it  is  not  necessary  to 
give  notice. 

The  LORD  CHANCELLOR:  For 
a  Bill  to  be  presented  for  First  Reading, 
bat  nothing  more.  If  the  noble  Lord 
was  going  to  make  any  observations 
upon  it,  be  ought  to  have  given  notice. 

Lord  STRATHEDEN  and  CAMP- 
BELL :  I  am  not  about  to  make  any 
further  observations,  except  to  express 
the  hope  that  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment agree  with  me  that  the  time  for 
legislation  has  arrived,  and  that  the 
time  for  inquiry  has  been  thoroughly 
exhausted.  It  is  perfectly  usual  in  this 
House  to  make  an  observation  within 
those  narrow  limits. 

A  Bill  to  amend  the  Acts  for  abating 
the  nuisance  arising  from  the  smoke  of 
furnaces  and  fireplaces  within  the 
metropolis — Presented  by  the  Lord 
Stratheden  and  Campbell;  read  1*; 
and  to  be  printed.     (No.  9.) 

EAST  INDIA  OFFICERS  HILL  [H.L.] 
A  Bill  to  amend  the  Law  relating  to  certain 
-officers  in  India  — Was  presented  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  tor  India  in  Council  (the  Vis- 
count Ctom)  ;  read  1" ;  and  to  be  printed. 
<  N  o.  10.) 
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QUEBTION— 

Lord  WANTAGE:  My  Lords,  I 
wish  to  ask  my  noble  Friend  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
(Ear)  Brown  low),  to  whom  I  have 
given  notice  of  the  question,  whether 
the  Report  which  has  been  presented  to 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  upon  the 
terms  and  conditions  of  service  in  the 
Army  will  be  laid  before  this  House ; 
and,  if  so,  when  ? 

The  UNDER  SECRETARY  op 
STATE  for  WAR  (Earl  Bbownlow)  : 
My  Lords,  up  to  the  present  time  the 
Secretary  of  State  has  only  received  the 
part  of  the  Report  signed  by  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Committee ;  but  he  has  not 
received  the  dissent,  which  I  understand 
to  be  signed  by  one  or  two  members, 
nor  has  he  received  the  evidence  and  the 
appendices.  But  it  is  the  intention  of 
the  Secretary  of  State  to  lay  the  Report 
upon  the  Table  in  due  course. 

POLICE  PROTECTION  IN  IRELAND. 

QUESTION — OBSERVATIONS. 

The  Marchess  of  LONDON- 
DERRY :  My  Lords,  I  beg  to  ask  my 
noble  Friend  the  Lord  Privy  Seal  the 
Question  that  stands  in  my  name, 
which  runs  as  follows : — To  ask  Her 
Majesty's  Government  whether  Mr. 
John  Dillon,  Mr.  William  O'Brien,  or 
Mr.  T.  Healy  have  at  any  time  been 
accorded  police  protection  in  Ireland 
since  the  prorogation  of  Parliament 
in  August  last ;  whether  any  one  of 
these  persons  is  at  present  accorded 
police  protection  when  in  Ireland ;  and 
whether  police  protection  was  accorded 
to  any  of  these  persons  at  their  own 
request  ? 

The  LORD  PRIVY  SEAL  (Earl 
Cadooan)  :  My  Lords,  my  noble  Friend 
has  not  elaborated  the  question  of 
which  he  has  given  notice,  and  I  am 
hardly  in  a  position  to  answer  as  to  the 
exact  circumstances  to  which  he  refers. 
My  noble  Friend  is  quite  aware  that 
every  subject  of  Her  Majesty  has  the 
right  to  police  protection  for  his  person 
and  his  property ,  whensoever  such  police 
protection  may  be  found  to  be  neces- 
sary. And  certainly,  with  regard  to 
those  three  persons  alluded  to  by  my 
noble  Friend,  that  right  has  been  con- 
E 
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ceded  to  them  in  the  same  manner  as 
it  would  be  conceded  to  all  other  of 
Her  Majesty's  subjects.  The  final 
clause  of  my  noble  Friend's  question 
refers  to  a  matter  of  detail,  which  I  am 
afraid  I  am  unable  to  answer.  My 
noble  Friend  has  himself  been  in  a 
position  in  which  he  took  a  large  and 
important  share  in  the  maintenance  of 
law  and  order  in  Ireland  ;  and  I  think 
that  at  the  time  when  he  was  Viceroy 
he  would  have  somewhat  deprecated 
the  putting  of  such  a  question  as  that. 
It  is  obvious  that  details  of  that  sort  are 
not  such  as  it  would  be  desirable  to  dis- 
cuss in  public  or  within  the  walls  of  Par- 
liament, and  I  trust  that  to  that  extent, 
at  all  events,  my  noble  Friend  will  not 
press  me  for  an  answer  to  his  question. 
I  do  not  understand  him  to  ask  with 
reference  to  any  special  dates  or  times 
upon  the  subject  to  which  he  has  re- 
ferred ;  therefore  I  trust  that  he  will  be 
satisfied  with  the  general  answer  I  have 
given,  that  in  the  case  of  these  three 
persons  named  no  distinction  or  differ- 
ence has  been  made,  but  that  such 
police  protection  has  been  afforded  to 
them  as  would  be  afforded  to  any  one 
of  your  Lordships,  or  any  subject  of 
Her  Majesty. 

-The  Marquess  of  LONDONDERRY : 

My  Lords,  I  am  afraid  I  cannot  accept 

with  satisfaction  the  reply  of  my  noble 
Friend.  I  have,  as  he  has  mentioned 
to  your  Lordships,  had  a  certain  amount 
of  experience  with  regard  to  the  ex- 
tension of  police  protection  in  Ireland. 
But  I  would  remind  him  that,  in  the 
districts  where  that  police  protection  is 
extended,  the  reasons  for  which  that 
police  protection  is  invariably  extended 
are  generally,  and  very  well  known. 
For  instance,  my  Lords,  if  there  is  any 
member  of  the  lower  or  humbler  classes 
who  has  in  any  way  offended  the  National 
League  of  the  district  by  simply  taking 
advantage  of  those  rights  which  are 
open  to  every  one  of  his  fellow-citizens, 
it  is  well  known  that  his  life  and  his 
property  are  in  danger,  and,  conse- 
quently, police  protection  is  extended 
to  him.  Again,  my  Lords,  if  we  take 
the  case  of  a  landlord  who  has  come 
under  the  ban  of  the  National  League, 
simply  because  he  declines  to  accept 
the  Flan  of  Campaign,  or  any  other 
illegal  conspiracy  of  a  similar  character, 
— again,  I  say,  his  life  is  also  in  con- 

Earl  Gadogan 


siderable    danger,    and    again     he    ift 
placed  under  police  protection.     And  it 
is  well  known  why  he  is  placed   under 
police  protection.    I  have  myself  visited 
the  South  of  Ireland,  and  seen  some  of 
the   inhabitants  of  that  part    of    the 
country  walking  about  with  policemen 
behind  them  ;  and  I  should  be  glad  to 
know  from  my  noble  Friend   whether 
that  same  *  system  of  police  protection 
has  been  extended  to  the  three  person* 
to  whom  I  have  alluded,  and  whether, 
when    they    have    been    in    any   part 
of  Ireland,  either  under  the  troublous 
circumstances   of    a    general    election 
or  at    any    other    time,    they     have 
been  followed    by    policemen    in    the 
same  way  as    the    class    of    persona 
to  whom  I  have  alluded. 

Earl  CADOGAN  :  The  question  is  a 
somewhat  novel  one. 

The  Marquess  of  LONDONDERRY : 
I  know  that  it  is  a  somewhat  novel  ques- 
tion to  be  put,  either  to  my  noble 
Friend  or  to  any  other  Member  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government ;  but  it  is  simply 
novel  from  the  fact  that  the  three  men 
to  whom  I  refer  have,  until  a  very  short 
time  ago,  and  I  believe  up  to  the  pre- 
sent moment,  before  English  audiences 
posed  as  the  idols  of  the  majority  of  the 
Irish  people.  Therefore  that  is  one  of 
the  reasons  why  I  wish  to  know  this; 
because  I  wish  to  prove  to  the  English 
people  whether  they  are  the  idols  they 
profess  to  be  or  not.  Then,  my  Lords,  I 
wish  to  ask  my  noble  Friend  another 
question.  I  speak  subject  to  correction 
on  this  point,  because  I  have  not  got  the 
subject  up;  but  I  think  these  three 
Members  of  Parliament,  about  whose 
protection  I  am  inquiring,  were  three 
Members  who,  in  the  most  violent 
manner,  denounced  the  Irish  Execu- 
tive for  pursuing  a  policy  which  they 
called  "shadowing;"  but,  so  far  as 
I  can  gather  from  the  response 
of  my  noble  Friend,  they  are  ex- 
tremely glad  to  avail  themselves  of  this 
police  shadowing  when  their  own 
lives  are  in  danger.  ["  Hear,  hear ! "] 
My  Lords,  I  consider  this  question 
which  I  have  put  to  my  noble  Friend 
(and  I  confess  I  am  disappointed  that 
he  has  not  answered  me  more  fully  on 
the  subject)  is  one  of  extreme  import* 
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ance.     I  fully  understand  such  of  your 
Lordships  as  are  not  connected  with 
Ireland   in  any   practical    manner  re- 
garding it  as  of  no  importance ;  but  I 
assure   them  that  we  Irish  Unionists 
regard  this  matter  as  one  of  very  con- 
siderable  importance.     A    very    short 
time     ago,     my     Lords,     we    viewed 
Members  of  the  Opposition  stumping 
the  country  up  and  down,  reiterating 
the    parrot-like  cry  of    the  union  of 
hearts  in   the  majority  of    the  Irish, 
which  included  naturally  the  National 
League.     My  Lords,   a  more  absurd 
and  a  more   incorrect  cry  was  never 
raised.     I    think,    my    Lords,    I    am 
justified  in  using  these  epithets  with 
regard  to  this  parrot-like  cry,  when  we 
consider  that  at  the  present  moment 
that  majority  is  divided  into  at  least— 
I     say,     advisedly,      "  at     least  " — 
two    raging    factions,     who    exercise 
the      resources      and      ingenuity      of 
their      old     foes,      the     Royal     Irish 
Constabulary,     in     preventing     them, 
whenever    the    occasion  occurs,   from 
breaking  each  others  heads  or  shedding 
each  others  blood.     Again,  my  Lords, 
when   we  consider    that    these    three 
leaders,  who  proclaimed  themselves  the 
popular  idols  of  the  country,  have  been 
placed  (for  I  maintain  that  my  noble 
Friend  has  not  denied  that  they  have 
been)  under  police  protection — at  any 
rate,  they  have  not  complained  to  the 
Irish  Executive   that  they  have  been 
shadowed ;     and,     again,     when      we 
see     the    leader,     as     I     believe    he 
calls  himself,  of  one  faction'  publicly 
horsewhipped  in  the  Four  Courts   of 
Dublin   by  the  nephew    of    the    late 
leader  of  the  other  faction,  I  think,  my 
Lords,  I  may  say  that  a  more  parrot- 
like and  incorrect  cry  than  that  of  the 
union  of  hearts  was  never  raised.     I 
have  said,  my  Lords,  that  I   do  not 
think  that  those  of  your  Lordships  who 
have  no  practical  experience  of  Ireland 
fully  realise  the    importance    of  this 
question ;     but     I    am    glad    to    say 
tnat     we,     who    are     practically    ac- 
quainted    with     Ireland,    do     realise 
it ;  and  we  are  determined   on   every 
occasion  that  arises  to  put  to  the  English 
electorate,  fully  and  fairly,  facts  such  as 
these  that  I  defy  them  to  contradict  or 
controvert.     ["Hear,    hear!"]    It    is 
absolutely  necessary  that  these  facts 
should    be    put    forward,  to    let    the 


English  people  really  understand  tfie 
condition  of  the  Nationalist  Party  in 
Ireland.     When  once,  my  Lords,  those 
facts  are  put  forward  and  thoroughly 
understood  by  the  English  electorate, 
I  am  convinced  that  they  will  see  how 
utterly  absurd,  how  utterly  futile,  and 
how  utterly  impossible  it  is  that  there 
should    be  any  question  whatever  of 
granting  any  measure  of   Home   Rule 
to  Ireland,    which    would    place    the 
loyal  and  united  minority  at  the  tender 
mercy  of   the  disloyal  and  disunited 
majority.  My  Lords,  with  all  deference 
to  my  noble  Friend,  I  think  that  his 
reply    to    my    question     is    so    un- 
satisfactory that  I  should  be  glad  to 
repeat  it  on  a  later  occasion,  or,  if  it  is 
considered  advisable,  I  have  no  objec- 
tion whatever  to  raise  the  whole  ques- 
tion of  this  protection  on  a  Motion  in 
any  shape  that  may  be  convenient  to 
my  noble  Friend. 

The  PRIME  MINISTER  and  SE- 
CRETARY op  STATE  for  FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS  (The  Marquess  of  Salis- 
bury) :  My  Lords,  I  do  not  protest  for 
a  moment  against  the  right  of  my 
noble  Friend  to  bring  forward  the 
question,  or  to  express  his  own  views 
on  the  subject,  and  I  need  not  say  that 
my  own  sympathies  are  not  very  deeply 
involved  in  the  three  names  mentioned 
in  the  paper ;  but  this  is  a  matter  of 
information  that  has  come  into  the 
hands  of  the  Executive  as  the  Execu- 
tive, and,  if  it  is  to  be  divulged  or  used, 
it  must  be  used  impartially.  I  appre- 
hend that,  according  to  the  practice  of 
our  Constitution  and  according  to  our 
common  reason,  it  is  not  competent  for 
the  Executive  to  use  information  that 
has  come  into  its  hands  for  the  purpose 
of  discrediting  those  who  do  not 
happen  to  support  it,  or  strengthening 
those  who  do  support  it ;  and,  there- 
fore, if  we  gave  this  information,  I 
apprehend  that  we  should  be  obliged 
to  give  information  as  to  all  persons 
who  have  asked  for  police  protection. 
I  do  not  think  that  would  be  conve- 
nient, and  therefore,  without  complain- 
ing of  the  action  taken  by  my* noble 
Friend,  I  think  that  the  course  pre<- 
scribed  by  Her  Majesty's  Government 
is  different,  and  that  we  can  hardly, 
give  the  information  for  which  he 
asks. 
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The  Maples*  «:?  LONDON-  Thz  PRESIDENT  of  ns  BOARD 
LER2Y  M;.  Lc-r-is.  I  be*  zc  s±r*  of  TBADE  Scr  Mxhazz.  Hicks  Bkach, 
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Dobkr  Frier.  ^.  :r.  :Le  :&rr.i  &f  &  Mccoe.    the  Rail-way  Company  on  the  subject. 

Hi  1 1  ii  iwuaidai  p  ■■■in    Tbe Pace?V w-12  be  laid  on  the  Table. 


EGL>E    OF    COMMONS. 


STANDING    ORDERS. 

Ordered,  Thai  the  Select  Committee 
or.  Standing  Orders  do  consist  of  Thir- 
teen  Members: — Mr.  Barclav,  Sir 
Edward  Birkbeck,  Mr.  Sydney  Buxton, 
Mr.  Cubitt,  Mr.  Arthur  Elliot,  Sir 
Thomas  Esmonde.  Mr.  Halsev,  Mr. 
William  Lowther,  Sir  John  Mowbrav. 
Colonel  Nolan,  Sir  Lyon  Playfair,  Mr. 
Stansfeld,  and  Mr.  Whitbread  were 
accordingly  nominated  Members  of  the 
Committee. — (Sir  John  Jlotcbray.) 

SELECTION. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of 
Selection  do  consist  of  Ten  Members : 
— Dr.  Cameron,  Mr.  Cubitt,  Sir  Archi- 
bald Orr  Ewing,  Mr.  Illingworth,  Mr. 
William  Lowther,  Mr.  Justin  M'Carthy , 
Sir  Hussev  Vivian,  Mr.  Whitbread, 
Mr.  Wodehouse,  and  the  Chairman  of 
the  Select  Committee  on  Standing 
Orders  were  accordingly  nominated 
Members  of  the  Committee. — (Sir  John 
Motcbray.) 

'jUESTIOSS. 


PLANTING    OF    LAND    IX    GALWAY. 

Coloxtl  NOLAN  Gal  way,  N.):  I 
bee  to  ask  the  Ciiei  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Liezterj^t  of  Ireland,  how  much 
.  lacd  has  been  reacted  or  prepared  for 
!  pl«rvr™-g  by  ibe  Government  in  the 
.  co^etv  of  Gahrav :  and.  also,  how  much 
,  has  bees  aspired  for  planting? 


DEATH   OF   JAMES   CHARD   ON   THE 

MIDLAND    AND    SOUTH    WESTERN 

JUNCTION    RAILWAY. 

Mb.  MUNDELLA  (Sheffield,  Bright- 
side; :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  whether  he  has  yet 
received  the  Report  of  Major  Marindin 
of  his  inquiry  into  the  circumstances 
relating  to  the  death  of  James  Chard, 
guard'  on  the  Midland  and  South 
Western  Junction  Railway,  on  16th 
October  last ;  and,  if  so,  whether  he 
will  lay  it,  together  with  the  Corres- 
pondence, on  the  Table  of  this  House  ? 


IRELAND  .Mr.  W.  L.  Jacksox,  Leeds, 
N.;:  Abou;  700  acres  have  been 
prepared  for  planting,  of  which  ninety 
acres  will  appear  on  the  Estimates  for 
next  year.  The  total  area  acquired  is 
900  acres. 

FOREIGN    TARIFFS. 

Mr.  LENG  t  Dundee  i  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
whether,  in  consequence  of  the  Impor- 
tant changes  recently  made  in  foreign 
tariffs,  he  will,  for  the  information  of 
British  merchants  and  manufacturers, 
cause  a  Return  of  the  rates  of  Import 
Duties  now  levied  in  European  coun- 
tries and  the  United  States  upon  the 
produce  and  manufactures  of  the 
United  Kingdom  to  be  presented  to 
Parliament,  so  that  it  may  be  pub- 
lished at  an  early  date  ? 

Sir  MICHAEL  HICKS-BEACH: 
It  is  proposed  to  prepare  and  lay 
before  the  House  during  the  present 
Session  a  new  Return  of  the  rates  of 
Import  Duties  levied  in  European 
countries  and  the  United  States  of  the 
British  produce  and  manufactures. 
This  will  be  in  continuation  of  a  similar 
Return  issued  in  October,  1890.  As 
changes  in  European  Tariffs  are  being 
made  almost  day  by  day  it  is  proposed 
to  delay  the  publication  of  this  Return 
until  after  the  middle  of  the  year,  in 
order  that  it  may  be  substantially  cor* 
rect  for  some  little  time  after  publica- 
tion, which  it  would  not  be  if  printed 
at  once.  Meanwhile,  complete  state* 
ments  for  separate  countries  such  as 
France  are  being  prepared,  and  will 
shortly  be  issued. 
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FOOT-AND-MOUTH  DISEASE  IN  THE 
LONDON  CATTLE  MARKET. 
Mb.  PICTON  (Leicester) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  whether  his  attention  has 
been  called  to  the  following  statement 
in  the  Standard  newspaper  of  the  9th 
instant : — 


cattle,  which  had  do  contMt  with  die  Danish 
oxen,  and  that  the  symptoms  would  tend  to 
■how  that  the  dianaatt  had  developed  before 

the  arrival  of  the  Danish  cattle  last  Monday 

whether  he  is  in  a  position  to  confirm 
or  to  contradict  the  report  in  question  ; 
and  whether  it  is  true  that  careful  in- 
quiry by  the  Danish  Government  has 
failed  to  discover  any  trace  of  foot-and" 
mouth  disease  amongst  cattle  in  Thisted 
or  Esbjerg,  from  which  places  the 
Danish  cattle,  alleged  to  be  found 
diseased,  were  exported  to  this  coun- 
try ? 

Sra  EDWARD  BIRKBECK  (Nor- 
folk, E.)  :  Perhaps  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  will,  at  the  same  time, 
answer  my  question  with  regard  to  the 
fact  that  an  outbreak  of  foot-and-mouth 
disease  took  place  among  cattle  at  the 
Metropolitan  Meat  Market,  Caledonian 
Road,  on  Thursday,  4th  February; 
whether  he  is  aware  that  the  cattle  in 
question  were  part  of  a  cargo  of  animals 
embarked  in  Denmark  on  28th  January, 
and  landed  at  Harwich  on  30th  Janu- 
ary ;  and  whether  still  greater  pre- 
cautions will  be  taken  in  the  future  to 
guard  against  the  danger  of  importing 
cattle  diseases  from  those  foreign 
Countries  from  which  live  animals  are 
imported  ? 

Mb.  CHANNING  (Northampton, 
E.)  had  notice  of  the  following  ques- 
tion :— To  ask  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Agriculture  whether  he  can 
give  the  House  further  information  as 
to  the  outbreak  of  foot-and-mouth 
disease  in  the  metropolitan  cattle 
markets,  and  especially  as  to  tbe  state- 
ments that  there  is  no  foot-and-mouth 
disease  in  Denmark,  and  that  the 
animals  affected  were  from  Norfolk, 
and  had  not  been  in  contact  with 
Danish  cattle  ? 

Mb.  JEFFREYS  (Hants.,  Basing- 
stoke) also  had  notice  to  ask  whether 
foot-and-mouth  disease  is  very  preva- 


lent in  Germany  and  other  parts  of 
Europe  ;  whether  the  disease  has  been 
already  carried  to  England  by  some 
imported  oattle ;  and  what  steps  he 
has  taken  to  prevent  the  spread  of  this 
terrible  disease  in  the  United  Kingdom? 
The  PBESIDENTof  the  BOARD  of 
AGRICULTURE  (Mr.  Chaplin,  Lin- 
colnshire, Sleaford) :  I  will  endeavour 
to  reply  to  all  the  questions  on  the 
Paper  on  this  subject,  though  I  am 
afraid  at  more  length  than  is  usual  in 
answering  a  question,  by  stating  all 
that  we  know  with  regard  to  the  recent 
outbreak  of  foot-and-mouth  disease  in 
the  Metropolitan  Cattle  Market,  and 
the  steps  which  we  have  taken  with 
the  object,  if  possible,  of  arresting  tbe 
spread  of  the  disease.  On  Thursday 
last,  February  4,  the  Inspector  of  the 
Metropolitan  Cattle  Market,  Mr. 
Bayment,  discovered  that  six  animals 
out  of  a  herd  of  11  Danish  oattle 
were  suffering  from  foot-and-mouth 
disease.  Tbe  discovery  was  con- 
firmed by  the  veterinary  officers  of 
the  Board,  who  immediately  proceeded 
to  the  market,  and  they  at  once  gave 
orders  for  the  gates  to  be  closed  against 
the  exit  of  all  animals  from  the  market. 
Upon  inquiry  it  was  ascertained  that 
the  11  animals  referred  to  formed  part 
of  a  cargo  of  68  cattle  and  two  sheep 
which  sailed  on  board  the  Fano,  from 
Esbjerg,  in  Denmark,  on  the  evening  of 
27th  January.  The  cargo  was  landed  at 
Harwich  on  the  30th,  and,  after  being 
detained  for  the  usual  period,  and  care- 
fully examined  by  the  Inspector  at  tbe 
port,  it  reached  the  Cattle  Market  on 
Monday,  1st  February.  Immediately 
upon  these  facts  becoming  known, 
orders  were  issued  for  the  slaughter  of 
all  animals  then  in  the  market  prior  to 
their  leaving  it.  A  telegram  was  sent 
to  all  the  Local  Authorities  of  the 
country  informing  them  of  what  had 
occured,  and  warning  them  to  be  on 
their  guard.  The  Inspectors  at  the 
ports  were  instructed  to  detain  all 
Danish  cattle  in  their  charge,  or  that 
might  be  on  their  way,  as  soon  as  they 
arrived.  The  further  importation  of  ani- 
mals from  Denmark  was  prohibited  by 
order ;  and  inquiries  were  set  on  foot 
at  once,  with  the  view  of  tracing  59 
animals — i.e.,  57  cattle  and  two  sheep 
— belonging  to  the  Danish  cargo,  which 
had    left    the    market    prior    to    the 
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discovery   of    the    disease.    These   59 
animals,   I    am    happy    to   say,   were 
all     of      them     traced     before      the 
close   of  the   following   day    to   their 
respective  destinations,  at  Chatham,  at 
Rochester,  at  Aldershot,  at  Shorncliffe, 
at  Stratford,  and  in  the  Metropolitan 
District,  where  the  bulk  of  them  had 
remained ;     and    arrangements    were 
made    for    the    slaughter    of    all    the 
animals    which    had    not  been   killed 
already.     On   the  same  day — Friday, 
the    5th  —  two    English    beasts,     the 
animals  to  which  the  hon.  Member  for 
Leicester  refers,  were  found  in  the  lairs 
at  Islington  suffering  from  the  disease. . 
It  is  correct  that  they  came  from  Nor- 
folk, but  I  have  caused  inquiry  to  be 
made  at  the  place  from  which  they; 
came,  and  that  inquiry  shows  that  no 
trace  of  disease  was  found  there,  and 
all  the  stock  upon  the  place  in  Norfolk 
were  perfectly  healthy.     So  far  as  we 
can  learn,  these  animals  must  have  been 
infected  in  the  lairs.     There  is  no  evi- 
dence whatever  to  show  that  they  could 
have  infected  the  Danish  cattle,  who 
were  found  to  be  suffering  on  the  pre- 
vious day,  or  that  the  disease  had  de- 
veloped in  their  case  before  the  landing 
of  the  Danish   cattle   in  the   country. 
On  Saturday,  the  6th,  information  was 
received  that  the  disease  had  been  dis- 
covered in  some  of  the  Danish  cattle 
which  had  been  removed  to  Rochester. 
These  were  slaughtered,  together  with 
a  number  of  animals  with  which  they 
had  been  in  contact,  which  were  followed 
and  killed ;  and  on  the  same  day  an 
Order  was  passed  prohibiting  the  entire 
movement  of  animals  from  the  Metro- 
politan District,  and  from  all  the  other 
places  to  which  the  Danish  cattle  had 
been  sent.     On  Tuesday  last  I  regret  to 
say  that  further  outbreaks  of  the  disease 
were  reported  from  Clapton,  Bromley - 
by-Bow,  and  from  Welling,  near  Dart- 
ford,  in  Kent,  all  of  them  being  places 
within  the  Metropolitan  District,  and 
to  which  cattle  from  the  Metropolitan 
Market  had  been  sent.      In  all  these 
cases,  Inspectors  have  been  immediately 
sent  down,   the  animals  slaughtered, 
and  the  places  disinfected.     Another 
case  was  reported  to  us  this  morning 
from  Bethnal  Green.     There  were  five 
cattle  in  the  shed,  and  the  disease,  as 
in  the  other    cases,  had  been    intro- 
duced from  the  market  on  the   1st  of 

Mr.  Chaplin 


February.  The  same  procedure  has  been 
adopted  with  regard  to  these  animals 
to-day.    In  addition  to  these  measures, 
the  holding    of    all    markets    in    the 
Metropolitan  area  has  been  temporarily 
prohibited.      Instructions    have     been 
issued  to  all  the  local  authorities  in 
the  Metropolian  district  as  to  the  steps 
to  be  taken  on  the  discovery  of   the 
disease.  Inspectors  have  been  appointed 
to  visit  and  watch  the   Metropolitan 
dairies ;  and  while  I  cannot    conceal 
from  the  House  that,  in  my  opinion, 
the    danger    of    its  spreading  to  the 
country  is  extreme,  I  am  not  without 
some  hope  that  the  disease  may  still 
be  prevented  from  escaping  beyond  the 
Metropolitan  area.     In  further  reply  to 
the  Member  for  Leicester,  I  may  say 
that  the   Danish    Minister  was  good 
enough  to  send  me  a  telegram  from  his 
Government  on  the  5th,  from  which  it 
appeared  that,  up  till  then,  they  had 
failed  to  discover  the  existence  of  the 
disease  in  Denmark.     But  I  have  had 
no    further    information,     official    or 
otherwise,    since    then.      We     know, 
however,    that  it  has    quite   recently 
spread  from  Germany,  where  it  is  very 
prevalent,  to  Schleswig-Holstein  ;  and  I 
am  advised  that  it   is  quite   possible 
that  the  disease  may  have  been  con- 
veyed by   traders  from   Hamburg  or 
Altona  to  the  cargo  which  left  Esbjerg 
on  the  27th,  before  they  were  embarked. 
Lastly,  in  answer  to  my  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  East  Norfolk — and  I 
apologise  to  the  House  for  the  length 
of    this    reply — as    to    whether  still 
greater  precautions  will  be   taken  in 
future,  I  may  add  that  the  importation 
of  animals  from  the  Netherlands  has 
been     suspended     as     well     as     from 
Denmark.     Tke  only  European  coun- 
tries  from    which    animals    are    now 
admitted  are  Norway,  Sweden,  Spain, 
and  Portugal,  and  I  do  not  know  of 
any  greater  precautions  which  it  would 
be  possible  to  take,  short  of  prohibiting 
all    importation   from   these  countries 
also. 

Mr.  PICTON  :  Will  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  say,  were  the  cattle 
slaughtered  at  Rochester  part  of  the 
Danish  cargo  ? 

Mr.  CHAPLIN :     Yes. 

Mr.  PICTON:  Was  the  disease 
traced  in  any  other  of  the  59  animals? 
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Mr.  CHAPLIN  :  So  far  as  I  know 
the  disease  was  found  in  two  of  the 
animals  traced  to  Rochester,  and  which 
formed  part  of  the  Danish  cargo. 

Colonel  WARING  (Down,  N.) : 
Will  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  say, 
have  any  precautions  been  taken  by 
the  disinfection  of  drovers  bringing 
cattle  from  Ireland,  so  that  they  may 
not  introduce  the  disease  into  Ireland 
on  their  return  ? 

Mr.  CHAPLIN  :  I  took  the  earliest 
opportunity  of  informing  the  Irish 
Government  of  what  had  occurred,  and 
I  have  no  doubt  that  every  precaution 
is  being  taken  to  prevent  the  impor- 
tation of  the  disease  from  England  into 
Ireland. 

Sir  E.  BIRKBECK :  Perhaps  my 
right  hon.  Friend  can  say,  have  definite 
instructions  been  issued  to  Her 
Majesty's  Consuls  abroad  that  they 
shall  keep  careful  watch  for  any 
outbreak  of  foot-and-mouth  disease, 
a,nd  report  to  the  Government  at 
home  when  any  case  becomes  known 
to  them  ? 

Mr.  CHAPLIN  :  Yes  ;  such  instruc- 
tions have  been  repeatedly  given,  and, 
-so  far  as  I  know,  they  are  carefully 
-carried  out. 

OPIUM   TRADE   IN   BOMBAY. 

MR.SAMUEL  SMITH  (Flintshire) :  I 
^beg  to  ask   the   Under    Secretary    of 
1  State  for  India  whether  his  attention 
*  has  been  called  to  the  statement  in  a 
pamphlet    just    issued,    entitled     The 
Poppy  Plague  in  India,  that  the  con- 
sumption  of  opium    in    the    Bombay 
Presidency  has  increased  549  per  cent, 
-since  1877,  and,  in  the  City  of  Bombay, 
2,161  per  cent.  ;  whether  these  figures 
are  correct ;     whether  it  is  a  fact  that 
all  shops  for  the   sale  of  opium  are 
closed, 

"  on  or  adjacent  to  the  line  of  march  whilst  a 
.regiment  or  detachment  of  soldiers  is  passing, 
or  is  encamped  in  the  vicinity ;  " 

'and  whether  the  Government  of  India 
will  be  invited  to  extend  the  same 
protection  to  the  natives  of  the 
country  which  they  do  to  British 
-soldiers  ? 

The  UNDER  SECRETARY  op 
STATE  for  INDIA  (Mr.  Curzon, 
Lancashire,  Southport) :  The  Secre- 
tary of  State  has  seen  these  figures 
.guoted,  but  he  cannot  identify  them. 


At  pages  73  and  89  of  the  Opium 
Papers  just  published  will  be  found  a 
detailed  account  of  the  consumption  of 
duty-paid  opium  in  Bombay  city  and 
Presidency  from  1879  to  1889.  It  will 
been  seen  from  page  9  of  the  same 
Return  that  the  increase  in  the  sale  of 
duty-paid  opium  is  explained  by  the 
Government  of  India  as  being  entirely 
due  to  the  substitution  of  duty- 
paid  for  contraband  opium,  and  that 
the  retail  price  of  opium  has  been  more 
than  doubled  in  the  last  14  years.  In 
answer  to  paragraphs  3  and  4  of  the 
Question,  I  have  to  say  the  Secretary 
of  State  is  not  aware  that  all  opium 
shops  are  closed  when  troops  are 
marching  or  encamped  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood. 

THE  LAND  PURCHA8E  ACT,  1885. 

Mr.  KNOX  (Cavan,  W.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  his 
attention  has  been  called  to  the  fact 
that  a  purchaser  under  the  Land  Pur- 
chase Act  of  1885,  having  obtained  an 
advance  of  £725,  and  having  paid  four 
half-yearly  instalments  of  £14  10s. 
each  for  interest  and  principal,  was  in- 
formed that  he  could  not  redeem  the 
remaining  instalments  for  less  than 
£726;  whether  it  is  a  fact  that  the 
Schedule  to  the  Act,  fixing  the  prices 
for  redeeming  annuities,  has  been  en- 
tirely miscalculated,  and  is  in  error 
throughout  ;  and  whether  he  will 
introduce  a  Bill  amending  the  Act,  and 
providing  that  annuities  should  be  re- 
deemed at  prices  correctly  calculated, 
or  in  accordance  with  Tables  to  be  pub- 
lished by  the  Treasury,  as  under  the 
Act  of  1891  ? 

The  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EX- 
CHEQUER (Mr.  Goschen,  St. 
George's,  Hanover  Square)  answered 
the  Question  as  follows: — My  attention 
has  been  called  to  the  circumstances 
mentioned  by  the  hon.  Member  in  his 
Question,  and  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment are  considering  the  question  of 
introducing  a  clause  to  meet  the  objec- 
tions to  the  present  Table. 

ANNUITIE8  UNDER  THE  PURCHASE 
OP  LAND  AND  CONGESTED  DIS- 
TRICTS (IRELAND)  ACT,  1891. 

Mr.  KNOX  (Cavan,  W.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  whe- 


187 


The  Stranraer 


{COMMONS} 


Mails. 


186 


ther  the  Tables  providing  for  the  re- 
demption of  annuities  under  "  the  Pur- 
chase of  Land  and  Congested  Districts 
(Ireland)  Act,  1891,"  have  yet  been 
published ;  and,  if  not,  when  they  will 
probably  be  published  ? 

The  SECRETARY  to  the  TREA- 
SURY (Sir  John  Gorst,  Chatham) : 
No ;  these  Tables  are  not  published ;  they 
are  dependent  on  the  rules  to  be  made 
by  the  Treasury  under  the  Purchase  of 
Land,  &c.  (Ireland)  Act,  1891,  and  the 
Tables  will  I  hope  shortly  follow  when 
the  rules  are  complete. 

LOUGH  ERNE  DRAINAGE  WORK8. 

Mr.  KNOX  (Cavan,  W.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
when  the  Return  ordered  relating  to 
the  Lough  Erne  Drainage  Works  will 
be  presented  to  the  House  ? 

Sir  JOHN  GORST :  The  Board  of 
Public  Works  have  prepared  the  Report 
in  question,  and  it  will  be  ready  for  pre- 
sentation in  the  course  of  a  few  days. 

H.M.8,  "VICTORIA." 

Mr.  GOURLEY  (Sunderland):  I 
.beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Ad- 
miralty whether  he  can  furnish  the 
House  with  any  information  regarding 
the  cause  of  the  stranding  of  the  iron- 
clad Victoria  on  the  30th  January  upon 
a  spit  of  rock  called  "  Snipe  Island," 
near  Dragomesti,  in  the  Gulf  of  Patras; 
whether  the  rock  in  question  is  marked 
upon  the  chart  issued  by  the  Admiralty, 
and  if  at  the  time  of  grounding  the 
captain  was  using  every  precaution, 
with  the  lead  forward  or  only  amid- 
ships ;  whether  the  Admiral  in  charge 
of  the  Mediterranean  Squadron  is  re- 
.  sponsible  for  the  waters  in  which  his; 
ships  are  exercised,  or  that  officers 
commanding  (whether  deep  or  light 
draught  of  water  vessels)  are,  when 
engaged  in  torpedo  practice,  compelled 
(as  stated  in  the  Times  of  the  8th  Feb- 
ruary) to  carry  out  the  manoeuvres  in 
10  fathoms  of  water,  thereby,  in  rocky 
waters,  endangering  the  safety  of  the 
ships;  and  can  he  state  whether  the 
damage  can  be  repaired  at  Malta;  if 
not,  is  it  intended  to  send  the  vessel  to 
one  of  the  naval  dockyards  of  France 
or  Italy  in  place  of  risking  the  long 
voyage  home ;  or,  if  brought  to  Eng- 
land, is  it  intended  to  re-ship  the  stores: 
Mr.  Knox 


removed  to  lighten  the  vessel,  or  send 
them  by  another  vessel  ? 
♦The  FIRST  LORD  of  the  ADMI- 
RALTY (Lord  George  Hamicton, 
Middlesex,  Ealing) :  As  the  circum- 
stances connected  with  this  accident 
will  form  the  subject  of  a  court-martial, 
it  is  not  advisable  at  present  for  me 
to  do  more  than  give  a  mere  outline  of 
the  facts,  so  far  as  they  have  been 
reported  to  the  Admiralty,  and  therefore 
I  must  respectfully  decline  at  present 
to  answer  any  question  implying  care- 
lessness or  conveying  censure  on  those 
concerned  in  the  accident.  The  Victoria 
went  aground  just  off  Snipe  Point,  near 
Dragomesti.  There  is  a  shoal  off  Snipe 
Point,  which  was  discovered  last  year* 
and  the  existence  of  which  was  made 
known  in  the  usual  way  by  hydro- 
graphic  notice.  It  is  not  marked  in 
the  chart.  No  rules  as  to  the  precise 
depth  of  water  in"  which  torpedoes  are 
to  be  run  have  been  laid  down,  and 
therefore  ships  are  not  compelled  to 
run  unnecessary  risks  in  carrying  out 
the  required  practice.  The  Victoria 
will  shortly  be  docked  at  Malta,  when 
the  damage  will  be  fully  ascertained, 
and  the  necessary  steps  taken  for  her 
repair.  At  present  the  damage  is  re- 
ported not  to  be  serious. 

THE  STRANRAER  MAIL8. 

Mr.  LEA  (Londonderry,  S.)  :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Postmaster  General  if  hit 
attention  has  been  called  to  the  frequent 
late  arrivals  of  the  mail  train  at  Stran- 
raer, and  the  consequent  delay  in  the 
arrival  of  mails  at  Belfast  and  London- 
derry ;  whether  any  representations, 
upon  the  matter  have  been  made  to  the 
London  and  North- Western  Railway 
Company,  and  if  there  is  a  prospect  of 
a  more  punctual  service ;  and  if  the 
other  portion  of  the  new  mail  service 
has  been  worked  with  regularity  ? 

The  POSTMASTER  GENERAL. 
(Sir  James  Ferousson,  Manchester* 
N.E.) :  There  has  been  some  irregu- 
larity, and,  in  several  cases,  apparently 
from  avoidable  causes,  to  which  the 
attention  of  the  railway  companies- 
concerned  has  been  invited.  It  is  right 
to  say  that  the  trains  on  the  British 
side  are  timed  at  a  rate  of  speed  which 
affords  little  margin  for  contingencies. 
As  regards  the  oversea  and  Irish  rail* 
way  services,  they  have   not   been   aU 
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together  free  from  irregularity,  but 
there  has  been  little  cause  for  com- 
plaint. 

THE  SAVINGS  BANKS  ACT,  1891. 

Mr.  JOHN  ELLIS  (Nottingham, 
Rushcliffe) :  I  beg  to  ask  Mr.  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  who  have 
been  appointed  members  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Inspection  under  Section  2 
of  "  The  Savings  Banks  Act,  1891-2?" 

Mr.  GOSCHEN :  The  members  of 
the  Inspection  Committee  of  Trustee 
Savings  Banks  are :  Sir  Albert  K. 
Eollit,  M.P. ;  Mr.  H.  G.  Bowen,  Chief 
Accountant  of  the  Bank  of  England; 
Mr.  T.  A.  Welton,  President  of  the 
Institute  of  Chartered  Accountants ; 
Mr.  W.  M.  Walters,  President  of  the 
Incorporated  Law  Society ;  Mr.  J.  M. 
Ludlow,  late  Chief  Registrar  of  Friendly 
Societies ;  Mr.  John  Ure,  Lord  Dean 
of  Guild,  Glasgow;  Mr.  T.  H.  New- 
man, of  New  Broad  Street,  City. 

Mr.  J.  ELLIS :  Will  these  names 
be  printed  and  laid  before  us  ? 

Mr.  GOSCHEN  :  I  will  consider  the 
suggestion.  Great  pains  have  been 
taken  in  the  selection,  and  I  trust 
the  selection  will  satisfy  the  House 
generally. 

COUNTY  ALDERMEN. 

Mr.  MAC  INNES  (Northumberland, 
Hexham) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President 
of  the  Local  Government  Board 
whether  County  Aldermen  who  retire 
by  rotation  at  the  approaching  County 
Council  Elections  can  be  elected  as 
Councillors  at  the  same  elections  ? 

The  SECRETARY  to  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  Long, 
Wilts,  Devizes) :  In  the  absence  of  my 
right  hon.  Friend,  the  hon.  Member 
will  allow  me  to  reply.  It  would 
appear  that  a  retiring  County  Alderman 
is  not  legally  disqualified  for  election  as 
a  County  Councillor.  In  connection 
with  this  question,  the  decision  of  the 
Courts  in  "  Regina  v.  the  Mayor  of  Ban- 
gor "  with  regard  to  a  similar  question 
under  the  Municipal  Corporations  Act 
may  be  referred  to. 

THE  INFLUENZA  EPIDEMIC. 

Colonel  HOWARD  VINCENT 
(Sheffield,  Central) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  to  the  Local  Government 
Board  if  he  now  proposes  to  utilize  in 


any  way  the  scientific  and  financial  re- 
sources  of  the  State  to  endeavour  to 
discover  the  origin  and  best  means  of 
effectually  checking  the  fatal  epidemic 
of  influenza,  now  in  its  third  year 
of  visitation? 

Mr.  LONG:  The  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  having  been  of  opinion- 
that  further  investigation  ought  to  be 
instituted  with  reference  to  influenza, . 
with  a  view  to  the  discovery  of  its 
origin  and  the  best  means  of  effectually 
checking  its  fatal  prevalence,  an  inquiry 
has  already  been  commenced  and  is 
being  conducted  by  the  Medical  De- 
partment of  the  Board  with  the 
assistance  of  pathological  and  other 
experts. 

Mb.  COBB  (Warwick,  S.E.,  Rugby) :: 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Local 
Government  Board  whether  any  de* 
cision  has  been  arrived  at  with  refer- 
ence to  holding  a  special  official  inquiry 
as  to  the  repeated  outbreaks  k  of 
influenza ;  and,  if  so,  under  whose 
direction  the  inquiry  will  be  held,  what* 
will  be  its  scope,  and  when  will  it. 
commence ;  whether  the  inquiry  which 
was  held  by  the  Medical  Department 
of  the  Board  in  1890,  or  any  subsequent 
investigations,  have  rendered  it  practic- 
able for  the  Board  to  draw  up  and 
issue  to  the  various  Sanitary  Authorities 
for  publication  in  newspapers  and  in 
conspicuous  places  in  every  town  and 
district,  concise  and  simple  directions 
as  to  precautionary  measures  to  be 
taken  in  a  practical  and  shorter  form 
than  those  recently  issued  ;  and 
whether  any  notification  has  been  or 
will  be  sent  to  the  Sanitary  Authorities 
that  the  sanction  of  the  Board  will 
upon  application  be  given  to  providing 
a  temporary  supply  of  medicine,  either 
with  a  view  to  prevention  or  cure,  and 
medical  assistance  to  the  poorer  in- 
habitants under  "  The  Public  Health 
Act,  1875"  and  "The  Public  Healtn 
(London)  Act,  1891?" 

Mr.  LONG :  My  reply  to  the  previous 
question  dealswith  the  first  point  referred 
to.  As  regards  the  second  point,  the 
question  has  been  considered,  but  it- 
does  not  appear  to  the  Local  Govern* 
ment  Board  that  they  can  with  ad- 
vantage issue  further  directions  or 
suggestions  as  to  precautionary  mea- 
sures for  general  publication  by  Sani- 
tary Authorities.     In  no  case  have  tha 
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Board  received  any  application  by  a 
Sanitary  Authority  that  they  should  be 
authorised  to  provide,  in  connection 
with  an  outbreak  of  influenza,  a  tem- 
porary supply  of  medicine  and  medical 
assistance  for  the  poorer  inhabitants  of 
their  district  under  the  Public  Health 
Acts.  It  may,  therefore,  be  inferred 
that  the  Sanitary  Authorities  have  not 
regarded  the  circumstances  as  requiring 
that  any  such  arrangements  should  be 
adopted,  and  the  Board  have  no  in- 
formation which  would  lead  them  to  a 
different  conclusion.  They  would, 
however,  consider  any  application 
where,  from  exceptional  circumstances, 
«uch  a  course  appeared  desirable. 

Mr.  COBB:  Is  the  hon.  Gentleman 
aware  that  some  two  years  ago  the 
President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  gave  precisely  the  same  answer 
in  reference  to  an  inquiry  as  that  we 
have  just  heard.  Have  there  been  no 
results  from  that  inquiry? 

Mr.  LONG :  There  have  been  results, 
but  nothing  I  think  that  at  present  it 
is  desirable  to  communicate  to  Local 
Authorities.  If  anything  result  from 
the  present  inquiry,  and  the  Board  see 
their  way  to  offer  any  assistance  to 
Local  Authorities,  that  assistance  shall 
be  at  once  given  to  the  best  of  their 
.ability. 

THE  ROYAL  NAVAL  ARTILLERY 

VOLUNTEERS. 
Mr.  NOBLE  (Hastings) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 
what  steps  have  been  taken  for  the  dis- 
posal of  the  Royal  Naval  Artillery 
Volunteer  Corps,  and  whether  any 
satisfactory  compensation  has  been 
granted  to  them  ? 

♦Lord  GEORGE  HAMILTON  :  We 
have  been  in  communication  with  the 
"War  Office  as  to  the  transfer  of  corps 
of  Royal  Naval  Artillery  Volunteers, 
but  there  is  great  difficulty  in  retaining 
these  Volunteers  as  a  separate  and  dis- 
tinct organisation  in  connection  with 
the  military  defences  of  the  country, 
and  this  idea  must,  therefore,  be 
abandoned.  The  Committee  which  was 
referred  to  in  the  Admiralty  letter  of 
13th  November  last  will,  accordingly,  at 
once  proceed  to  examine  into  the 
financial  position  of  the  corps,  with  the 
view  of  ascertaining  the  amount  and 
nature  of  compensation  that  should  be 
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granted.  I  hope,  however,  that  the 
individual  members  of  the  Royal  Naval 
Artillery  Volunteers  will  offer  their 
services  to  the  various  corps  of  Sub- 
marine Mining  Volunteers,  which  al- 
ready exist  under  the  War  Office,  and 
will  continue  in  this  new  sphere  to 
devote  the  same  zeal  and  energy  to  the 
service  of  their  country  as  they  have 
previously  shown  when  in  direct  con- 
nection with  the  Navy. 

THE  CARDIFF  8AVINGS  BANK. 

Mr.  HOWELL  (Bethnal  Green, 
N.E.) :  I  beg  to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  whether  he  can  inform 
the  House  what  progress  has  been 
made  in  winding  up  the  affairs  of  the 
Cardiff  Savings  Bonk ;  whether  the 
contributories  have  paid  in  their  several 
amounts ;  and,  if  so,  what  sums  have 
been  so  paid ;  whether  any,  and  if  80 
who,  have  refused  to  pay ;  and  what 
steps  "are  being  taken  to  compel  pay- 
ment ;  and  whether  it  is  the  intention 
of  the  liquidator  to  pay  any  dividend  to 
the  depositors ;  if  so,  what  amount, 
and  when  to  be  paid  ? 

Mb.  GOSCHEN:  I  have  obtained 
the  following  information  from  the 
official  liquidator: — Proceedings  have 
been  instituted  against  33  trustees  and 
managers.  One  case  (against  the 
president)  has  been  argued,  and  judg- 
ment is  reserved.  A  sum  of  £7,000  in 
all  has,  with  the  sanction  of  the  Court, 
been  accepted  from  seven  of  the 
trustees  and  managers  in  settlement  of 
the  claims  against  them.  It  is  antici- 
pated that  some  further  settlement! 
may  shortly  be  approved.  Until  the 
proceedings  are  further  advanced,  or 
unless  settlements  are  made,  it  is  in- 
possible  to  make  any  statement  as  to 
the  prospects  of  a  dividend.  He 
Government  have  no  responsibility  for, 
or  control  over,  the  management  of  the 
liquidation.  It  is  in  the  hands  of  the 
Court,  under  whose  direction  the 
liquidator  acts;  and  I  would  suggest 
to  the  hon.  Member  that  he  may  ob- 
tain any  further  information  which  he 
may  desire  from  the  official  liquidator. 

Mr.  HOWELL:  Is  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  aware  that  these  winding-op 
proceedings  have  been  now  going  on  loir 
five  years  ?     

Mr.  GOSCHEN  :  Yes ;  I  am  aware 
of  that.     It  is  a  most  unfortunate  affair. 
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I  hear  proceedings  have  been  continued  during  the  recent  fogs;  and  whether 

for  many  years ;  I  wish  it  were  in  the  he  has  been  able  to  advise  the  Dock 

power  of  the  Government  to  accelerate  Companies  to  adopt  any  system  of  pro- 

the  proceedings,  but  they  are  in  the  tection  against  such  accidents  in  the 

hands  of  the  Court.     Of  course,  pro-  future ;    and  whether  he  proposes  to 

•ceedings  being  taken  against  33  persons  order  a  public  inquiry  into  the  question? 

must  involve  considerable  expenditure  Mb.  SCHWANN   (Manchester,  N.) 

of  time.  had  notice  of  the  following  Question: 

Mb.  HOWELL :    I  beg  to  ask  the  To  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of 

right  hon.  Gentleman  whether  he  can  Trade  how  many  cases  of  death  occurred 

inform  the  House  as  to  the  total  cost,  during   the    late    fogs  in  the  various 

legal  and  otherwise,  in  connection  with  docks    of  the  City  of  London  ;    and 

the  winding  up  of  the  Cardiff  Savings  whether  he  has  power  to  compel  the 

Bank,  and  by  whom  those  costs  are  various  Dock  Companies  to  place  posts 

being  borne  ;  and  whether  he  will  con-  and  chains  some  six  feet  from  edge  of 

sent  to  lay  upon  the  Table  of  this  House  quays  ? 

a- Return  as  to  such  costs,  under  each  -Sib  MICHAEL  HICKS  BEACH  :  I 

head  respectively  ?  have  received  18  returns  of  coroners' 

Mb.    GOSCHEN :    I   am  informed  inquests   into   the   deaths  of   persons 

"that  the  taxed  costs  and  the  remunera-  drowned  in  the  London  docks  between 

tion  to  the  liquidator  up  to  February  October  1,  1890,  and  the  7th  January 

9,  1891,  amount  to  £5,976,  the  legal  last.  I  cannot  say,  however,  whether  any 

costs  being  £3,476,  and  the  remunera-  further  deaths  have  since  taken  place, 

tion   of  the  liquidator    £2,500.     This  Of  course,  hon.  Members  are  aware  that 

amount  is  fixed  by    the   Court ;    we  the  Board  of  Trade  have  no  statutory 

have  no  power  over  it.  powers  of  ordering  a  public  inquiry  or  of 

Mb.    HOWELL :     Will    the    costs  compelling  the  Dock  Companies  to  take 

come  out  of  the  money  recovered  ?  any  particular  action  in  regard  to  this 

Mb.  GOSCHEN  :  Out  of  the  assets  matter ;  but  I  have  been  in  communica- 

ci  the  bank.  tion  with  the  Dock  Companies,  and  at 

their  desire  have  directed  an  officer  of 

BOARD  OF  TRADE  REPORT  ON  TRADE  the  Board  to  confer  with  representa- 

UNIONS  ^ves  °*  ^e  companies,  with  a  view  to 

^6^ar^0f  ^ad?  Tu  etrhew  he  ^aWare  U  Mb.HERBERT  GARDNER  (Essex, 

SSlJS  ^£  °i      ,,    %   £.  ^>rreS"  Saffron  Walden) :  I  should  like  to  ask 

ES?t  *    f     *?          Iftft^ifton  the    right    hon     Gentleman  whether, 

£SJ ?vTS       •        T^wv?  °f     9  considering  the  increase  in  the  number 

has  not  yet  been  issued  ;  whether  he  can  d  inten£t    of  fog8  in  the  Metropolis 

inform  the  House  when  the  Report  will  d  ^     ^  of  *f      accidents>  ^nd 

Mf  !Cv7  f  Te^  "♦     a  i"  entl°l!  difficulties  to  traffic  arising  therefrom, 

lU£   ^  S  J  £,     So?  -ay  8UC  ^  »  his  intention  to  cause6  any  inquiry 

Report  until  that  for   1891   is    com-  tQ  b<j  made  M  tQ  meang  for  preventing 

pieieQ  f  t       '    t      a     o 

Sik  MICHAEL   HICKS  BEACH :  ^  ^CHAEL  HICKS  BEACH  : 

.This  Eeport  was  sent  to  the  printers  N      gh.      j   am  thankful  to           tke 

on  Saturday  last  and  I  understand  it  fl  £      of  the  Board  of  Trade  do  not 

,8  to  be  published  next  week.  extend   tQ   ^  prevention   of  fogs  in 

FOGS  AND  DEATHS  FROM  DROWNING  London* 

IN  THE  DOCKS  IN  LONDON.  IRI8H  EDUCATION  RETURN. 

Mr.    SYDNEY    BUXTON   (Tower  Mr.  T.  W.  KUSSELL  (Tyrone,  S.J  : 

Hamlets,  Poplar) :    I    beg  to  ask  the  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  tne 

President    of     the    Board    of     Trade  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  when  he 

whether  he  has  caused  inquiries  to  be  intends  to  lay  upon  the  Table  of  the 

made  as  to  the  number  of  deaths  by  House  the  Return  on  Irish  Education 

drowning    in    the    docks    in    London  promised  at  the  close  of  last  Session  ? 
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Mr.  JACKSON:  My  hon.  Friend 
will  have  seen,  perhaps,  that  the  Re- 
turn was  laid  on  the  Table  yesterday. 

THE  GLENTIES  RAILWAY. 

Mr.  O'HANLON  (Cavan,  E.)  :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  is  he  aware  of 
the  fact  that  since  last  October  only 
eight  men  have  been  employed  daily  on 
that  portion  of  the  new  Railway  for 
12  miles  from  the  town  of  Glenties, 
and  that  the  men  employed  on  the 
smaller  portion  are  only  receiving  2£d. 
per  hour  for  the  fair  hours  of  the  day, 
while  it  is  well-known  to  some  people 
that  the  winter  was  a  severe  and  wet 
one  ;  and  whether  he  would  consider  it 
advisable  to  notify  the  contractors  that 
the  men  who  have  been  thrown  out  of 
employment  should  be  taken  on  again, 
and  the  works  proceeded  with  without 
delay  ? 

Mr.  JACKSON  :  I  have  no  informa- 
tion of  the  nature  mentioned  in  the 
Question.  Contracts  were  made  under 
the  authority  of  the  Treasury,  and  the 
contractors,  I  believe,  are  bound  under 
penalty  to  complete  the  works  within  a 
given  time. 

Mr.  O'HANLON  :  Is  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  aware  of  the  facts  in  the 
district,  and  are  the  Government  pre- 
pared to  undertake  a  scheme  for  the 
reclamation  of  the  land  by  which  thou- 
sands of  acres  might  be  made  available, 
giving  employment  to  labour  with  no 
liability  for  heavy  unremunerative  ex- 
penditure ? 

Mr.  JACKSON  :  I  am  afraid  I  must 
have  more  detailed  information  before 
I  can  answer  that  question. 

PAYMENT  TO  JURORS  IN  IRELAND. 
Mr.  O'HANLON  (Cavan,  E.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he 
has  received  a  Report  from  the  Cavan 
Board  of  Guardians  as  to  a  resolution 
passed  recommending  the  payment  of 
jurors  attending  assizes  and  quarter 
sessions,  and  if  he  has  also  received  a 
similar  one  passed  by  the  Derry  Guard- 
ians; and,  if  so,  is  the  Government 
prepared  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  amend 
the  jury  system  generally  ? 

Mr.  JACKSON  :  I  am  informed  that 
no  such  resolutions  as  those  referred  to 
have  been  received  by  the  Irish  Govern- 
ment. 


THE  COMMITTEE  ON  DESIGNS  FOR 
THE  NEW  COINAGE. 

Mr.  ERNEST  SPENCER  (We* 
Bromwich) :  I  beg  to  ask  Mr.  Chancel- 
lor of  the  Exchequer  whether  the  Com- 
mittee, which  was  appointed  in  order 
to  assist  the  authorities  of  the  Midi 
with  their  advice  both  as  regards  tfcfr 
design  and  the  general  character  of 
coins,  have  yet  reported  to  him  as  to 
the  various  designs  which  have  bees 
submitted  to  them,  and  especially 
whether  they  have  reported  in  favour 
of  all  silver  coins  having  their  value  in- 
scribed thereon  ? 

Mb.  GOSCHEN:  Various  design* 
have  been  submitted  to  the  Committee,. 
and  I  understand  that  the  final  meet- 
ings of  the  Committee  are  now  being 
held.  They  have  made  their  choiee* 
though  they  have  still  several  points  of 
detail  to  consider.  They  hope  to  mate 
their  Report  in  a  short  time. 

BETTING  AND  GAMBLING  LAWB. 

Mr.  MORTON  (Peterborough):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  lor 
the  Home  Department  whether  b» 
intends  to  introduce  this  Session  the 
Bill  for  the  consolidation  and  amend- 
ment of  the  laws  relating  to  betting 
and  gambling,  referred  to  by  him  m 
the  debate  of  last  Session  ? 

-The  SECRETARY  op  STATE  m 
the  HOME  DEPARTMENT  ^  (Mr. 
Matthews,  Birmingham,  E.)  :  It  is  atOL 
too  soon  in  the  Session  for  me  to  make 
any  definite  announcement  on  thk 
subject,  or  to  add  another  controvewal 
measure  to  the  list  of  Government 
Bills.  An  amending  Bill  would  tike 
up  a  good  deal  of  the  time  of  tk* 
House. 

WORMWOOD  8CRUB8  PRISON, 

Mr.  PICKERSGILL  (Bethnal 
Green,  S.W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Seen* 
tary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment  what  steps  he  has  taken  to 
investigate  the  causes  of  the  outbreak 
at  Wormwood  Scrubs  Prison  on  the 
19th  December  last ;  and  whether  it  is 
true,  as  stated  in  the  Standard  newt- 
paper,  that 

"  large  numbers  of  old  and  hardened 
were  placed  in  charge  of  young  and 
perienced  warden," 

and  that 
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-*l  the  ventilators  in  the  cells  of  the  prison  were 
«o  imperfectly  devised  that  they  served  the 
purpose  of  speaking-tubes  between  one 
prisoner  and  another. 

Mb.    MATTHEWS:     The    circum- 
-stanees  of  the  disorder  at  Wormwood 
Scrubs  were  duly  investigated  by  the 
Prison  Commissioners  and  reported  to 
me.     In  the  formation  of  a  new  staff, 
•consequent  on  the  conversion  of  Worm- 
wood  Scrubs    into    a  local  prison,   a 
^certain  proportion  of  new  officers  were 
-appointed,  but  I  am  informed  that  the 
♦disorder,  which  was  quickly  checked, 
was  not  due  to  this  cause.     There  has 
been  no  repetition  of  the  occurrences  of 
the  19th  December     The  ventilators  at 
Wormwood   Scrubs  are  of  the    same 
'construction  as  at  other  prisons,  and 
Are    not     imperfectly    devised.      The 
prisoners    cannot    communicate    with 
one   another    through  the  ventilators 
•except  by  shouting,  and  this  is  at  once 
heard  by  the  officials  and  repressed. 

MESSRS.  WATERLOW'S  CONTRACT. 

Mr.  PICKERSGILL :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  whether 
Government  has  renewed,  or  is  about  to 
renew,  a  contract  with  Messrs.  Water- 
low  ;  and,  if  so,  what  is  the  nature,  and 
what  is  the  duration,  of  the  contract;  and 
what  steps  have  been,  or  will  be,  taken 
to  secure  (in  compliance  with  the 
•engagement  given  by  the  Government 
last  Session) 

"  the  payment  of  the  rate  of  wages  generally 
•aoceptea  as  current  for  a  competent  workman 
in  bis  trade." 

Sir  JOHN  GORST:  Messrs.  Waterlow 
and  Sons  hold  two  contracts  with  the 
Stationery  Office  for  vellum  binding. 
These  contracts  were,  on  the  31st  of 
October  last,  provisionally  extended  for 
two  years  from  the  31st  March,  1892. 
The  proviso  attached  to  the  extension 
was  that  the  contracts  might  be  ter- 
minated on  or  after  the  31st  of  March, 
1893,  on  six  months'  notice  given  by 
-either  side.  The  Controller  of  the 
Stationery  Office  has  been  instructed 
to  send  to  all  contractors  a  circular 
similar  to  that  now  being  issued  by  the 
Admiralty,  War  Office,  and  other 
Departments  of  Government. 

THE  PRISON  COMMISSIONERS. 

Mb.  PICKERSGILL :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 


Department  whether  Mr.  Ruggles 
Brise  has  been  appointed  to  the  Prison 
Commissionership  vacated  by  Admiral 
Hornby  ;  and,  whether  Colonel  Garsia 
has  been  appointed  Secretary  to  the 
Prison  Commissioners  ? 

Mr.     MATTHEWS :     Both    these 
appointments  have  been  made. 

THE  POSTMASTER  AT  ABERDEEN. 

Mr.  ESSLEMONT :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Postmaster  General  whether  the 
postmaster  at  Aberdeen  has  been 
retired  with  full  pension  ;  whether  the 
Town  Council  of  Aberdeen,  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  other 
public  bodies  interested,  have  made 
representations  to  the  Treasury  that 
the  postmaster  is  able  and  willing  to  dis- 
charge with  efficiency  all  the  duties 
of  the  office ;  whether,  at  the  time  the 
postmaster  at  Aberdeen  and  other 
public  servants  were  appointed,  there 
was  no  Minute  of  the  Treasury  re- 
quiring retirement  so  long  as  such 
servants  were  fit  to  perform  their 
duties ;  whether  the  retirement  re- 
ferred to  will  involve  an  additional 
cost  to  the  Treasury  of  £433  6s.  8d. ; 
and,  in  all  the  circumstances,  whether, 
in  term 8  of  the  Treasury  Minute,  he 
may  consent  to  an  extension  in  this 
case  of  a  further  period  of  five 
years? 
♦The  POSTMASTER  GENERAL 
(Sir  James  Fergusson,  Manchester, 
N.E.) :  An  Order  in  Council,  founded 
on  the  recommendations  of  the  Royal 
Commission  on  Civil  Establishments, 
prescribes  retirement  at  the  age  of  65, 
unless,  in  a  particular  case  such  retire- 
ment would  be  detrimental  to  the  public 
interest.  The  postmaster  at  Aberdeen 
has  accordingly  been  retired  on  the 
pension  earned  by  his  long  and  good 
service.  Representations  have,  I  believe, 
been  received  from  Aberdeen  in  favour 
of  this  officer's  continued  employment, 
but  the  Government  are  bound  to  carry 
out  the  policy  laid  down  in  the  Order 
in  Council — an  instrument  ranking  next 
in  authority  to  an  Act  of  Parliament, 
and  I  cannot  say  that  this  officer's 
retirement  is  detrimental  to  the  public 
interest,  although  he  was  in  all  respects 
an  efficient  public  servant.  It  has 
always  been  the  rule  that  officers  could 
elect  to  retire  or  could  be  retired  on 
pension  after  60  years  of  age.   I  cannot 


199 


Irish 


{COMMONS} 


Pawnbrokers. 


900 


admit  that,  in  order  to  save  the  amount 
of  the  pension,  there  is  economy  in 
retaining  civil  servants  beyond  the  age 
deliberately  fixed  by  a  Royal  Commission 
as  that  at  which,  in  the  interest  of  the 
efficiency  of  the  public  service,  they 
ought  to  retire. 

THE    "  EQUIVALENT    GRANT  "    TO 

SCOTLAND. 

Mr.  BRYCE  :  I  beg  to  ask  Mr. 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  when  Her 
Majesty's  Government  intend  to  state 
to  the  House  their  proposals  with 
reference  to  the  money  payable  to  Scot- 
land under  the  head  of  the  so-called 
"  Equivalent  Grant,"  and  whether  those 
proposals  are  intended  to  be  made  in 
the  form  of  a  Bill ;  or,  if  not,  in  what 
other  form  ? 

The  FIRST  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester, 
E.):  My  right  hon.  Friend  has  re- 
quested me  to  reply  to  this  question. 
The  Government  are  decidedly  of 
opinion  that  the  best  way  to  proceed  in 
this  matter  is  by  Bills  and  not  by  Reso- 
lutions, and  they  propose  at  the  very 
earliest  day  to  lay  their  provisions  be- 
fore the  House.  If  the  exigences  of 
public  business  or  otherwise  should 
render  it  impossible  to  carry  through 
the  Bills,  they  might  reluctantly  pro- 
ceed by  Resolution,  but  they  would  do 
so  with  great  regret. 

Mr.  BRYCE  :  Am  I  to  understand 
from  the  light  hon.  Gentleman  that  he 
means  by  the  expression  "  the  very 
earliest  dav "  within  the  next  fort- 
night ? 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  The  Bills 
will  be  printed  and  circulated  imme- 
diately after  the  Queen's  Speech  has 
been  disposed  of. 

EDUCATION  IN  DOCKYARD  TOWNS. 

Mr.  HERBERT  KNATCHBULL- 
HUGESSEN  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Vice 
President  of  the  Committee  of  Council 
on  Education  whether  his  attention 
has  been  called  to  the  serious  loss 
which  is  occasioned  to  the  Board  and 
Voluntary  Schools  at  Sheerness  and 
other  dockyard  towns  owing  to  the 
recent  decision  of  the  Education 
Department  that  no  fee  grant  is  to  be 
paid  in  respect  of  any  child  who  has 
passed  the  seventh  standard  ;  whether 
he  is  aware  that  it  is  necessary  in  dock- 
Sir  James  Fergusson 


yard  towns  to  retain  the  elder  children 
at  school  for  the  purpose  of  fitting  them 
for  apprenticeship  to  the  various  trades, 
these  children  being  those  of  working 
men  who  can  ill-afford  to  keep  them  so 
long  at  school  after  passing  the  exemp- 
tion standard  ;  and  whether  it  was  the 
intention  of  the  Committee  in  Council 
at  the  passing  of  the  Act  that  such 
children  should  be  excluded  from  ite 
provisions,  seeing  that  section  1  only 
refers  to  an  age  and  not  to  a  proficiencv 
limit  ? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  of  the 
COUNCIL  (Sir  William  H.  Dm, 
Kent,  Dartford) :  If  my  hon.  Friend 
will  refer  to  the  report  of  the  discussion 
in  Committee  upon  this  section  of  the 
Act  on  June  30th,  1891,  he  will  be  able 
to  satisfy  himself  that  the  case  only 
of  children  in  average  attendance  at 
Elementary  Schools  was  under  con- 
sideration. The  Department  must 
therefore,  I  fear,  be  bound  by  the  strict 
terms  of  the  Act,  which  restrict  the 
payment  of  the  fee  grant  to  children 
in  average  attendance  at  Elementary 
Schools. 

IRISH  PAWNBROKERS. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON  (Belfast,  S.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  Mr.  Attorney  General  for 
Ireland  if  it  is  his  intention  this  Ses- 
sion to  introduce  a  Bill  to  amend 
the  Law  relating  to  pawnbrokers  in 
Ireland ;  whether  the  extension  of  the 
English  system  to  Ireland  is  contem- 
plated ;  and  whether  there  is  a  olaotfr 
in  the  English  Act  preventing  pawn* 
brokers  taking  pledges  from  drunkards? 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  foe 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Madden,  Dublin  Uni- 
versity) :  The  matter  referred  to  in  the 
Question  of  the  hon.  Member  is  one 
which  is  very  difficult  to  deal  with,  and 
one  upon  which  nothing  like  unanimity 
prevails  amongst  the  several  interests 
concerned,  and  the  Government  are 
not  prepared  to  deal  with  the  matter  at 
present. 

Mr.  SEXTON  :  May  I  ask  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  if  he  would  be  willing 
to  receive  a  deputation  of  traders  and 
residents  in  Belfast  and  the  North  of 
Ireland,  who  desire  to  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  laying  their  views  before  the 
Government  ? 

Mr.  MADDEN :  I  have  given  con- 
siderable attention  to  this  question  for 
the  last  two  years.     I  have  recently 
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been  made  aware  of  the  views  enter- 
tained by  the  traders  of  Belfast  and 
the  North  of  Ireland ;  but,  so  far  as  I 
am  personally  concerned,  I  shall  be  ex- 
ceedingly obliged  to  any  persons  who 
bring  their  views  before  me. 

THE  PADDY  TAX  IN  CEYLON. 

Mr.  SCHWANN :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colo- 
nies whether  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment has  come  to  any  decision  as  to 
the  abolition  of  the  Paddy  Tax  in 
Ceylon ;  if  so,  have  instructions  been 
sent  to  the  Government  of  that  Colony 
to  introduce  legislation  to  carry  that 
resolution  into  effect;  and  by  what 
taxation  is  the  revenue  supplied  by  the 
Paddy  Tax  to  be  replaced  ? 

The  UNDER  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  for  the  COLONIES  (Baron 
H.  de  Worms,  Liverpool,  East 
Toxteth) :  If  the  hon.  Member  will 
postpone  his  Question  for  a  short  time 
I  trust  I  may  then  be  in  a  position  to 
make  a  definite  statement  on  the 
subject. 

DEED8  OF  ARRANGEMENT  IN 

IRELAND. 

Mr.  CHANCE  (Kilkenny,  S.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Attorney  General  for 
Ireland  whether  the  provisions  of 
"  The  Deeds  of  Arrangement  Amend- 
ment Act,  1890,"  so  far  as  relates  to 
private  arrangements,  and  especially 
Sub-section  5  of  Section  2,  have  been 
disregarded;  and  what  steps  the  Go- 
vernment proposes  to  take  to  compel 
the  observance  of  the  Act  ? 

Mr.  MADDEN  :  I  have  no  official 
information  before  me  at  present  on 
this  subject.  If  the  hon.  Member  will 
kindly  repeat  his  Question,  I  shall  en- 
deavour to  obtain  the  information  he 
desires. 

MR.  FORMAN'S  MISSION. 

Mr.  HENNIKER  HEATON  (Can- 
terbury) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Postmaster 
General  whether  he  is  in  a  position  to 
state  the  result  of  the  Mission  of  Mr. 
Forman  to  the  Continent;  whether 
this  officer  was  successful  in  getting 
a  reduction  in  the  transit  rates  charged 
by  France  and  Italy  for  the  convey- 
ance of  the  Indian  and  Australian 
mails  between  Calais  and  Brindisi ; 
and   whether  he    is    in    a  position  to 


inform  the  House  of  the  result  of  his 
inquiries  regarding  the  feasibility  of 
sending  our  Eastern  mails  via  Salonica  ? 

Sir  JAMES  FERGUSSON  :  I  have 
been  in  communication  with  the  French 
and  Italian  Post  Offices  on  the  subject 
of  the  hon.  Member's  Question.  There 
will  be  in  future  a  reduction  of  about. 
£7,300  a  year  upon  the  charge  for  the 
conveyance  of  the  Eastern  mails  by 
special  accelerated  trains.  Books  and 
newspapers  will  be  carried  at  the 
territorial  transit  rates  of  the  Postal 
Union.  As  regards  the  Salonica  route, 
it  is  undoubtedly  feasible,  and  it  might 
afford  a  certain  acceleration,  but  it  is 
not  proposed  at  present  to  resort  to  it. 

Mr.  HENNIKER  HEATON  :  Has 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  any  objection 
to  lay  the  Papers  on  the  Table  of  the 
House? 

Sir  JAMES  FERGUSSON  :  I  will 
consider  that. 

COUNTY    COURTS    IN    IRELAND. 

Mr.  CHANCE  :  I  beg  to  ask 
Mr.  Attorney  General  for  Ireland 
whether  the  Government  intend  to* 
take  any  steps  to  secure  the  efficient 
administration  of  the  law  by  County- 
Courts  in  Ireland,  in  accordance  with 
the  views  put  forward  by  the  Asso- 
ciated Chambers  of  Commerce  ? 

Mr.  MADDEN:  The  subject  is- 
under  the  consideration  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  I  hope  to  be  able  to  embody 
the  views  put  forward  by  the  Asso- 
ciated Chambers  of  Commerce  in  a 
Bill  which  I  intend  to  introduce  on  an, 
early  day. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY :  What  day  ? 

Mr.  MADDEN :  As  soon  as  possible. 

OLD  AGE  PENSIONS. 

Colonel  HOWARD  VINCENT :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  if,  having  regard  to  the 
statements  laid  before  the  country  of 
the  extent  of  old  age  pauperism  among 
the  industrial  classes,  the  Government 
will  assent  to  the  early  appointment  of 
a  Select  Committee  to  ascertain  the 
facts,  and  the  best  means  of  remedying 
the  evil,  and  enabling  the  thrifty  to 
secure  State  guaranteed  pensions  in  old 
age  upon  easy  terms,  through  Friendly 
Societies  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR  :  This  matter 
has  excited,  and  I  think  rightly  excited, 


203 


Mr.  De 


[COMMONS} 


Cobain. 


3M 


very  great  interest  in  the  country  ;  but 
since  I  saw  thehon.  Member's  question 
on  the  Notice  Paper  this  morning  I  have 
had  very  little  time  to  consider  it 
myself,  and  have  had  no  time  to  con- 
sult my  colleagues  on  the  matter.  The 
hon.  Member,  however,  will  bear  in 
mind  that  a  large  part,  if  not  the  whole, 
of  this  question,  has  already  been  very 
thoroughly  examined  into  by  a  Com- 
mittee who  sat  during  the  three  years 
from  1885  to  1888.  They  took  a  large 
batch  of  evidence  on  this  subject,  and 
laid  a  very  important  Report  before  the 
House.  Whether  there  is  anything 
that  can  be  usefully  added  to  that  Report 
I  have  some  doubt. 

THE  IRISH  LAND  COMMISSION. 

Mb.  THOMAS  SEXTON :  I  wish  to 
ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
whether  he  is  aware  of  the  fact  that 
the  usual  monthly  Returns  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Irish  Land  Commission 
have  not  been  put  in  the  hands  of  hon. 
Members  since  July  last  year,  a  month 
preceding  the  passage  of  the  Land  Pur- 
chase Act ;  so  that  we  are  entirely  in 
the  dark  upon  the  proceedings  that 
have  taken  place  under  the  Land  Pur- 
chase Act.  I  wish  to  ask  if  he  can 
state  to  the  House  the  number  of  ap- 
plications that  have  been  made  under 
the  Act,  the  number  of  the  tenants 
concerned,  and  the  number  of  applica- 
tions that  have  been  sanctioned,  say, 
up  to  the  end  of  the  year  ? 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL:  I  wish  to 
ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  when  the 
annual  Report  of  the  Land  Commission 
will  be  issued  ? 

Mr.  JACKSON  :  I  am  not  able  to 
answer  the  question  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  West  Belfast.  If  he  will 
furnish  me  with  the  particulars  he 
wishes  to  have  specified,  I  shall  en- 
deavour to  have  an  answer.  In  reply  to 
the  hon.  Member  for  South  Tyrone,  I 
will  inquire  about  the  annual  Report  of 
the  Land  Commission. 

CAULKERS  IN  ROYAL  DOCKYARDS. 

Mr.  H.  KNATCHBULL-HUGES- 
SEN  (Kent,  Faversham) :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  if  he  will 
explain  why  the  caulkers  employed  in 
Her  Majesty's  Dockyards,  who  perform 
the  same  duties  and  have  hitherto  been 
on  an  equality  and  received  the  same 
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wages  as  shipwrights,  under  the  recent 
new  scheme  of  wages  receive  one  shilling 
per  week  less  than  shipwrights  ? 

The  SECRETARY  to  the  ADMI- 
RALTY (Mr.  Forwood,  Lancashire, 
Ormskirk) :  In  determining  the  rates  of 
pay,  the  claims  of  the  caulkers  were 
carefully  considered.  Their  trade,  how- 
ever, is  more  limited  in  scope  and  of  less 
importance  than  formerly,  compared 
with  that  of  the  shipwrights  ;  and  when 
advancing  the  scale  of  pay  for  each  of 
these  classes,  it  was  considered  dear- 
able  to  mark  by  a  slight  variation  the 
difference  in  the  character  of  their 
respective  work. 

MR,  DE  COBAIN, 

(4.15.)  Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  rise 

to  make  the  Motion  which  stands  in  my 

name,  and  in  doing  so  I  do  not  think  it 

necessary  for  me  to  inform  the  House  that 

on  the  14th  of  July  last  a  Resolution  was 

adopted  requiring  Mr.  De  Cobain  to 

attend  in  his  place  in  the  House  in  the 

succeeding  week,  that  during  the  course 

of  that  week  he  sent  a  letter  to  yon, 

Sir,  explaining  fully  to  the  House  his 

inability  to  come  over  to  the  House, 

and  in  consideration  of  this  the  order 

was  withdrawn  and  the  matter  wy 

allowed,  for  the  moment,  to  rest.     I 

think  the  House  will  probably  feel  that 

I  have  no  alternative  now  but  to  renew 

the  Resolution  and  ask  the  House — 

"To  require  Mr.  Edward  8,  W.DeCobaia  It 
attend  this  House  in  his  place  -  upon  Tuesday 
the  23rd  of  February." 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

"That  Mr.  Edward  Samuel  Wteley  Dt 
Cobain  do  attend  this  House  in  his  place  upon 
Tuesday  the  23rd  of  February."— (iWr.  Arfcr 
Balfour). 

(4.18).  Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Long- 
ford,  N.) :  I  should  like  to  ask  a 
question  of  the  First  Lord  in  relation  to 
tnis  Motion.  I  think  it  is  a  Motion  which 
he  was  bound  to  make,  and  therefore 
for  my  part  I  do  not  intend  to  quarrel 
with  it;  I  think  this  House  acted 
very  indulgently  towards  the  hon. 
Gentleman  in  its  proceedings  of  last 
Session,  and  I  think  the  House  at:that 
time  was  under  an  obligation  to  you, 
Mr.  Speaker,  for  the  way  in  which  you 
prevented  it  from  taking  any  precipitate 
action  in  the  matter.  But  it  appears 
to  me  that  the  Motion  is  extremely 
curious  in  its  character,  because  when 
it  says  that  Mr.  De  Cobain  is  required  to 
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attend  in  his  place  on  Tuesday  the  23rd 
of  February,  everybody  knows  that  the 
moment  Mr.  De  Cobain  landed  on  this 
shore  in  pursuance  of  the  order  of  this 
House,  he  would  be  at  once  met  by  a 
detective  at  Dover  and  forthwith 
arrested.  And  what  appears  to  me  is 
that  an  appendage  should  be  added  to 
the  motion,  to  the  following  effect : — 

4i  And  that  this  House  will  treat  the  attempt 
of  any  person,  whomsoever,  to  prevent  the 
said  Member  from  complying  with  its  orders 
as  a  contempt  of  this  House. ' 

I  think  that  this  is  the  inevitable  logic 
of  the  situation.  It  seems  to  me  that  the 
true  course  for  the  Government  to  take 
is  this,  either  to  withdraw  the  present 
motion  and  treat  the  past  action  of 
Mr.  De  Cobain  in  not  presenting  him- 
self for  trial  as  a  contempt  of  this 
House,  or  else,  if  the  Government  are 
going  to  invite  him  here,  that  at  least 
you  should  make  it  clear  that  his  path 
should  not  be  barred  by  the  police  in 
the  interval.  This  House  has  no 
business  to  pass  blind  orders  that 
cannot  be  obeyed,  but  orders  that 
can  be  given  effect  to,  and  until 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
made  up  his  mind,  I  move  that,  in 
addition  to  the  resolution,  the  following 
words  should  be  added  : — 

"  And  that  this  House  will  treat  the  attempt 
of  any  person  whomsoever  to  prevent  the  said 
Member  from  complying  with  its  order  as  a 
contempt  of  this  House. 

Let  me  say  that  the  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  East  Belfast  circulated 
amongst  the  Members  of  this  House 
a  document  which  I  suppose  none  of 
us  have  had  time,  even  if  we  had  the 
wish,  to  study,  but  no  doubt  there  is  a 
strong  impression  among  representa- 
tives of  the  democratic  Orange  Party 
in  Ulster  that  a  considerable  pressure 
has  been  applied  to  him,  because  he 
represented  more  or  less  the  working- 
class  interest. 

Mb.  JOHNSTON:  I  beg  to  con- 
tradict that. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY :  That  may  be 
contrary  to  the  fact.  I  give  no  opinion 
on  it  whatever,  and  I  assure  the  hon. 
Gentleman,  the  Member  for  South  Bel- 
fast, that  I  am  not  dealing  with  the 
subject  as  one  settled  in  my  mind.  I 
only  state  that  an  impression  prevails 
that  while  other  gentlemen,  including  a 
noble  lord,  were  assisted,  as  we  know 

VOL.   I.  [new   series.] 


from  a  declaration  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Northampton,  and  enabled 
to  quit  the  country,  Mr.  De 
Cobain  has  been  singled  out  be- 
cause he  represents  the  democratic 
Orange  party,  and  they  are  opposed 
in  that  impression  by  gentlemen  from 
Ulster  who  represent  the  more  aris- 
tocratic Orange  party.  Personally  I 
myself  think  Mr.  De  Cobain  placed 
himself  entirely  in  the  wrong  by  not 
coming  over  and  standing  his  trial,  and 
this  House,  so  far  as  my  judgment  is 
concerned,  and  no  Member  of  this 
House,  is  now  called  upon  to  seek 
further  for  any  special  treatment  in 
regard  to  him. 

Amendment  proposed, 

At  the  end  of  the  Question,  to  add  the  words 
"  and  that  this  House  will  treat  the  attempt 
of  any  person  whomsoever  to  prevent  the  said 
Member  from  complying  with  its  order  as  a 
contempt  of  this  House.  —(Mr.  1 .  M.  Healy.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those 
words  be  there  added." 

(4.22.)  Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT 
(Derby) :  I  think  the  course  which 
the  Government  has  taken  is  the  only 
course  they  could  have  pursued,  and 
that  it  is  the  right  course  to  pursue. 
I  cannot  agree  with  what  my  hon.  and 
learned  Friend  the  Member  for  North 
Longford  has  just  said.  The  truth  is 
that  the  proceedings  of  this  House  are 
against  a  Member  who  is  a  notorious 
fugitive  from  justice,  and  continuously 
a  fugitive  from  justice.  Last  year 
reasons  were  alleged  why  he  should 
have  time,  and  that  he  was  involun- 
tarily a  fugitive  from  justice.  Nobody 
can  believe  that  now.  The  pertinacious 
and  determined  absence  of  the  hon. 
Member  from  this  House  shows  that 
he  is  determined  not  to  meet  a  Court 
of  Justice.  For  months  he  has  been 
capable  of  proving  his  innocence  of  all 
the  allegations  made  against  him  there 
if  he  came  to  England.  Now  it  con- 
cerns the  honour  of  this  House  that  he 
should  not  be  a  member  of  it  who 
is  continually  a  fugitive  from  justice.  It 
is  therefore  right  to  order  Mr.  De  Cobain 
to  return  here.  We  say  to  him  here: 
"either  come  and  clear  your  character  or 
cease  to  be  a  Member  of  this  House." 
That  is  the  plain  meaning  of  these 
proceedings.  We  have  nothing  to  do 
with  a  Court  of  Justice  or  the  arrest  of 
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the  Order  of  the  House  before  being 
arrested. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  think  the 
hon.  Gentleman  will  feel  that  his  argu- 
ment has  been  answered  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Derby. 
If  we  were  to  give  any  engagement 
about  the  arrest  of  Mr.  De  Cobain  we 
should,  in  the  first  place,  be  doing  that 
which  we  have  no  power  to  do ;  and  if 
we  did  a  Court  of  Law  would  disregard 
it.  Even  if  we  could,  we  should,  by 
such  proceedings,  obviously  be  inter- 
fering with  the  Courts  of  Justice.  The 
case  could  not,  I  think,  be  more 
lucidly  or  concisely  put  than  as  it 
has  been  put  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman.  Mr.  De  Cobain  ia  still 
a  Member  of  Parliament,  though 
a  Member  of  Parliament  with  a  war- 
rant out  against  him.  He  refuses  to 
come  home  and  clear  himself,  and  let 
the  matter  be  decided  according  to  the 
evidence  on  the  trial,  on  one  side  or 
the  other.  It  would  not  be  consistent 
with  honour  for  the  House  to  allow 
one  of  its  Members  to  remain  in  thii 
position.  We  require  him  to  coma 
back,  and  no  doubt  if  be  did  come  bask 
he  would  be  obliged  to  do  that  which 
he    ought    to    have  done    long 


Mr.  De  Cobain.  I  venture  to  think  that 
my  hon.  and  learned  Friend's  Amend- 
ment is  not  Constitutional.  The  House 
cannot  order  a  warrant  not  to  be 
executed.  Such  an  assumption  on  the 
part  of  the  House  would  be  a  breach 
of  the  principle  on  which  a  free  Con- 
stitution rests.  The  execution  of  justice 
is  independent  of  the  Crown,  or  either 
House  of  Parliament.  For  one  House 
of  Parliament  by  Resolution  to  order 
the  course  of  justice  to  be  intercepted, 
is  a  thing  we  could  not  countenance  at 
all — therefore  it  seems  to  me  our  pro- 
ceedings are  perfectly  clear.  We  say 
now  that  there  can  be  no  doubt  what- 
ever that  Mr.  De  Cobain  is  a  fugutive 
from  justice,  and  he  must  either  return 
and  meet  the  accusations  against  him 
in  a  court  of  law,  or  cease  to  be  a 
Member  of  this  House.  If  he  come 
back  and,  before  a  court  of  law,  prove 
to  be  innocent,  we  shall  receive  him 
with  gladness  and  satisfaction.  If 
he  persist,  under  the  grave  accusations 
against  htm,  in  absenting  himself  from 
a  fair  trial  and  the  means  of  vindicating 
his  character,  then  this  House  must 
declare  that  he  ceases  to  be  a  Member 
of  it,  in  consideration  of  its  own  dignity 
and  honour.  Therefore  I  cannot  sup- 
port the  amendment  of  my  hon.  and 
learned  Friend. 

Mb.  THOMAS  SEXTON  (Belfast, 
W.) :  I  think  the  Amendment  of  my 
hon.  and  learned  Friend  the  Member 
for  North  Longford  may,  perhaps,  be 
technically  open  to  the  objection  pointed 
out  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Derby.  No  doubt,  how- 
ever, it  is  the  intention  of  the  House 
and  the  Government  that  Mr.  De 
Cobain  should  return  to  this  country 
and  have  an  opportunity  of  obeying  the 
Order  of  the  House,  and  I  think  the 
difficulty  might  be  met  by  an  under- 
taking on  the  part  of  the  Government 
that  when  Mr.  De  Cobain  returned  to 
the  country  he  should  be  allowed  to 
obey  the  Order  of  the  House  without 
any  action — ["No,  »<>"]■  Why  not? 
Surely  if  an  Order  of  the  House  is  issued 
it  is  intended  to  be  obeyed.  The  ends 
of  justice  would  not  be  thwarted,  be- 
cause after  he  had  obeyed  the  Order  he 
could  as  easily  be  arrested  as  before ; 
and  therefore  I  think  the  Government 
should  give  an  undertaking  that  Mr. 
De  Cobain  should  be  allowed  to  obey 
Sir  William  Barcourt 


namely,  to  submit  himself  to  the  proper 
tribunal  of  the  country.  If  the- House 
were  to  attempt  to  do  what  the  hon. 
Gentleman  has  suggested,  it  would  be 
an  attempt  to  do  that  which  is  in 
itself  unconstitutional,  and  which  t 
believe  there  is  no  legal  power  to  do. 

Mb.  CHARLES  J.  DARLING 
(Deptford) :  The  necessity  for  the 
Amendment  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
North  Longford  does  not  arise.  If 
Mr.  De  Cobain  return  and  surrender 
himself  to  justice,  he  can  apply  to  the 
Magistrate  for  bail  on  the  ground  that 
he  wished  to  obey  the  order  of  the 
House,  and  no  Magistrate  in  the 
country  would  refuse  bail  under  the 
circumstances. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY :  I  beg  to  with- 
draw the  Amendment,  and  I  think  the 
best  course  for  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
to  adopt  would  be  to  put  down  a  Motion 
for  expelling  the  hon.  Gentleman  from 
the  House  a  fortnight  hence. 

Amendment  by  leave  withdrawn. 

Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 
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Ordered,  That  Mr.  Edward  Samuel 
Wesley  De  Cobain  do  attend  this 
House  in  his  place  upon  Tuesday  the 
23rd  of  February. 

ORDER  OF  THE  DAY. 


ADDRESS      IN      ANSWER      TO      HER 

MAJESTY'S  MOST  GRACIOUS  SPEECH. 

ADJOURNED     DEBATE. 

Order  read,  for  resuming  Adjourned 
Debate  on  Main  Question  [9th  Febru- 
ary]    [See  page  51.] 

Question  again  proposed. 

Debate  resumed. 

(4.25.)  Mr.  JOSEPH  CHAMBER- 
LAIN  (Birmingham,  W.):  Mr.  Speaker, 
at  the  commencement  of  the  observations 
which  I  shall  ask  the  permission  of  the 
House  to  make,  I  hope  I  may  be  per- 
mitted, on  behalf  of  my  hon.  Friends 
and  myself,  to  associate  ourselves  en- 
tirely with  all  that  has  fallen  from  the 
Leader  of  the  House,  and  from  my 
right  hon.  Friend  who  is  acting  as  the 
Leader  of  the  Opposition,  with  re- 
gard to  the  lamented  death  of  the 
Duke  of  Clarence.  In  the  fierce  light 
which  beats  upon  a  Throne,  the  whole 
nation  participates  in  the  joys  and 
sorrows  of  the  Royal  Family,  and  in 
the  present  case  the  pathetic  circum- 
-stances  which  attended  the  death  of 
the  Duke,  who  had  been  cut  off  in  the 
-flower  of  his  age,  at  a  time  when 
he  was  hopefully  entering  upon  a 
new  responsibility  with  the  brightest 
prospects  of  domestic  happiness,  has 
appealed,  I  think,  to  our  feelings 
of  common  humanity,  so  that  the 
House  of  Commons  in  expressing  its 
■sympathy  and  its  grief  is  only  express- 
ing the  universal  sentiment  of  the 
whole  of  the  people.  Sir,  in  such 
times  we  all  feel  that  any  condolence 
must  be  unavailing  to  assuage  so  bitter 
an  affliction.  But  we  know,  on  the 
authority  of  Her  Majesty  herself,  that 
she  and  those  members  of  the  Royal 
Family  who  have  suffered  more  severely 
have  found  some  comfort  in  the 
knowledge  that  the  whole  of  their 
people  have  sorrowed  with  them.  Mr. 
Speaker,  I  should  like  also  to  say  one 
word  with  regard  to  the  loss  which  the 
House  has  sustained  in  the  death  of  its 


late  Leader.  Full  justice  has  been 
already  done  to  the  eminent  qualities 
of  Mr.  Smith,  to  his  genial  kindliness, 
to  his  unswerving  devotion  to  duty, 
to  his  unselfishness,  and  to  his  strong 
common  sense — all  the  qualities  which 
appear  to  me  to  be  the  very  best 
characteristics  of  the  English  people. 
He  had  no  claim  to  possess  those 
showy  gifts  which  in  others  have  com- 
manded popular  admiration,  but  he 
had  one  exceptional  quality  to  which 
reference  has  not  been  made.  Mr. 
Smith  was  essentially  a  man  of  good 
counsel,  and  I  think  those  who  went  to 
him  for  advice,  whether  in  the  position 
of  personal  friends  or  political  col- 
leagues, or  political  allies,  always  found 
him  quick  to  seize  the  bearing  of  a 
question,  able  to  appreciate  the  circum- 
stances and  to  give  trustworthy  and 
sagacious  advice.  Sir,  I  think  that  the 
loss  which  the  country  and  his  party 
have  sustained  by  his  death  in  this  re- 
spect has  not,  even  yet,  been  fully 
realized.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  now  turn  to 
the  more  general  topics  suggested  by 
the  Queen's  Speech,  and  the  discussion 
that  has  hitherto  taken  place  on  that 
document.  In  the  first  place  I  am 
bound  to  express  my  surprise,  I  may 
even  say  my  astonishment,  at  the 
course  which  the  Debate  has  hitherto 
taken.  I  believe  it  is  understood  that 
the  Debate  on  the  Address  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  Session  is  not  only  an  op- 
portunity for  a  declaration  of  the  policy 
of  the  Government,  but  an  occasion 
eagerly  seized  by  the  Opposition  to 
bring  to  the  test  the  opinions  which 
they  have  expressed  in  public  during 
the  Recess  and  to  give  a  clear  indication 
of  their  present  attitude  and  intention. 
Sir,  the  Recess  has  been  an  exceedingly 
active  one.  We  have  been  warned  that 
this  was  to  be  a  "  fighting  Session  "  and 
that  the  Opposition  at  least  meant 
business.  We  have  been  told  that  the 
present  is  the  worst  and  weakest 
Government  which  ever  sat  on 
these  benches,  that  thev  are  totter- 
ing  to  their  fall,  and  that  if  they 
did  not  at  the  commencement  of  the 
Session  perform  the  happy  dispatch, 
the  representatives  of  an  indignant 
nation  would  combine  to  turn  them 
out  of  their  places  and  would  force 
them  to  make  room  for  abler  and  for 
better   men.     We    have    even    heard 
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threats  that  on  the  firBt  day  of  the 
Session  a  dissolution  would  he  de- 
manded, and  that  if  a  dissolution  were 
refused,  supplies  would  be  stopped. 
[Opposition  cheers.]  I  gather  from  the 
cheers  behind  me  that  I  have  only 
fairly  stated  the  case — [No,  no !] — well, 
I  have  given  a  short  and  incomplete 
summary  of  the  oratory  of  the  Recess, 
and  what  I  want  to  point  out  is  that 
in  the  speech  of  my  right  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  Derby,  delivered  on 
Tuesday  night,  there  was  not  from 
beginning  to  end  one  hint  that  these 
truculent  intentions  were  going  to  be 
carried  out.  I  paid  to  that  speech  the 
attention  which  its  ability  deserved, 
and  from  first  to  last  there  was  not  in 
it  even  astray  allusion  to  the  Septennial 
Act,  which  we  have  been  taught  to 
look  upon  as,  next  to  the  Act  of  Union, 
the  most  iniquitous  piece  of  legislation 
ever  enacted.  But  yet  there  is  no  pro- 
posal from  these  Benches  to  repeal  the 
Septennial  Act.  Even  with  the  blush- 
ing honours  of  Rossendale  thick  upon 
him  my  right  hon.  Friend  does  not 
express  any  anxiety — he  conceals  the 
anxiety  he  feels — -for  a  general  appeal 
to  the  constituencies.  What  is  his 
explanation?  I  thought  that  I  had 
found  it  yesterday  in  a  statement 
which  appeared  in  the  newspapers 
that  my  friend  Mr.  Schnadhorst 
had  warned  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
and  his  colleagues  that  he  could  not, 
even  with  his  machinery,  produce 
a  majority  of  more  than  30 
at  the  next  election.  But  to-day 
Mr.  Schnadhorst  says  he  never  pro- 
mised them  any  majority  at  all.  I 
think  Mr.  Schnadhorst  was  very  wise. 
He  has  given  proof  of  all  the  shrewd- 
ness with  which  I  have  been  accus- 
tomed to  credit  him,  and  he  is  quite 
right  not  to  prophesy  unless  he  knows. 
But  again  I  say  that  is  not  an  expla- 
nation. How  comes  it  then  that  this 
Session  which  was  to  come  in  like  a 
roaring  lion  has  come  in  like  a  bleating 
lamb.  My  right  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Derby  occupied  the  great 
part  of  his  very' interesting  speech  in  a 
somewhat  discursive  attack  on  a  cer- 
tain portion  of  one  of  several  speeches 
made  by  the  Prime  Minister  during 
the  recess.  I  did  not  think  that 
attack  very  relevant  to  the  business  in 
hand,  and  1  have  only  one  word  to  say 
Mr,  Joseph  Chamberlain 
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upon  it,  that  I  think  it  very  hard  that 
we  should  be  accused  of  exciting  to 
religious  bigotry  and  intolerance,  and 
insulting  our  Roman  Catholic  fellow 
subjects,  when  we  are  only  pointing 
out  the  dangers  of  ecclesiastioal  domi- 
nation. Where  did  we  learn  our 
lessons?  We  sat  at  the  feet  of  two 
Gamaliels — the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Midlothian,  and  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Newoastle-on-Tyne.  What  is  it  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  tor 
Mid  Lothian  says,  not  in  a  speech  in  the 
excitement  of  party  politics  on  a  plat- 
form in  the  provinces,  but  in  writing  in 
a  careful  essay  on  the  subject : — 

"  To  secure  rights  has  bean,  and  it,  the  sua 
of  Christian  civilisation — to  destroy  then, 
and  to  establish  the  retiiitless  domineering 
notion  of  a  purely  central  power,  is  the  aim  of 
Roman  policy. — '  Vaticanism,'  1875." 
Is  that  an  insult  to  the  Roman  Catho- 
lics? Is  it  true?  If  it  be  true,  why 
do  you  blame  us  for  saying  the  same 
thing  ?  Then,  Sir,  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  Newcastle,  a  long 
way  after,  and  with  rather  feeble  voice. 


countries  where  a    . _. 

chance  to  use  the  machinery  of  popular  Go- 
vernment, to  keep  back  education.  The  wont 
enemy  of  Science  ia  also  the  bitterest  enssnr 
of  Democracy — c'mt  If.  rliricalitme." — Fort- 
nightly  fcvino,  Feb.,  1886. 
Is  it  not  a  strange  thing  that  a  Glad- 
stonian  may  steal  a  horse,  whilst  we 
may  not  look  over  the  hedge?  When 
did  Lord  Salisbury,  or  any  of  those 
who  have  been  criticised  by  the  Oppo- 
sition, including  myself,  say  anything 
worse  than  that?  It  is  perfectly  ab- 
surd to  say  that  we  have  learned 
our  lesson  too  well,  when  we 
have  only  repeated  it  verbatim.  But 
the  course  taken  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Derby  was 
only  intended  to  take  us  off  the  scent. 
He  had  not  anything  really  to  sty 
about  the  policy  or  proposals  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government.  What  he  said 
was  most  friendly  to  us.  In  bis 
most  conciliatory  manner,  he  was  in- 
clined to  welcome  those  proposals  ana 
give  them  favourable  consideration, 
and  the  only  complaint  he  made — and 
this  is  the  most  amusing  part  of  the 
whole  thing,  taken  in  conjunction  with 
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what  he  and  others  said  in  the  Recess — 
was  that  the  Government  have  not  pro- 
vided enough  work  for  this  Parliament 
to  do.  He  seems  to  think  that  all  the 
principal  Bills  of  the  Government  will, 
with  his  assistance,  be  cleared  off 
by  the  end  of  July.  Is  he  waiting  for 
the  dissolution  ?  No,  certainly  not  ! 
He  is  prepared  to  go  on,  but  does  not 
think  all  the  excellent  material  of  this 
Parliament  is  to  be  wasted !  and  he 
wants  us  to  proceed  with  District 
Councils  and  Registration  and  other 
items  in  the  Government  Programme. 
It  is  a  most  excellent  frame  of  mind. 
I  do  not  like  to  accuse  my  right  hon. 
Friend  of  inconsistency,  but  there  is  a 
difference  between  the  policy  in  the 
speech  of  my  right  hon.  Friend  and 
tnat  of  the  Recess.  Why,  Sir,  we 
were  told  in  the  Recess  that  every  item 
of  the  policy  of  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment, foreign  and  domestic,  past,  pre- 
sent and  future,  was  to  be  arraigned  as 
soon  as  Parliament  met.  My  right 
hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Mid 
Lothian  denounced  the  continued  oc- 
cupation of  Egypt.  My  right  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Newcastle  had 
his  suspicions;  he  was  distrustful  of 
the  Triple  Alliance,  and  he  gave  us  to 
understand  he  was  prepared  to  reverse 
the  whole  Foreign  Policy  of  the 
Government  at  a  moment's  notice. 
My  right  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
Derby  was  disconcerted  about  ex- 
tensions in  South  Africa,  and  especially 
did  it  pain  him  to  think  that  the 
Government  were  going  to  propose 
some  addition  to  the  expenditure 
in  order  to  secure  the  abolition  of 
the  Slave  Trade  and  to  promote  civili- 
sation in  that  part  of  the  world.  On 
this,  right  hon.  Gentlemen  and  all  their 
followers  were  agreed,  that  as  regards 
Local  Government  it  was  perfectly 
ridiculous  to  consider  the  question 
of  Local  Government  for  Ireland  as 
long  as  the  Crimes  Act  were  in  existence 
That  is  a  policy  if  you  like.  But  what 
trace  or  hint  of  it  is  there  in  the  speech  of 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Derby .  Everybody  recollects  the  cele- 
-brated  trial  of  "  Bardell  v. Pickwick,"  and 
diow,  after  the  case  for  the  Plaintiff  was 
opened  by  Mr.  Skimpin,  it  appeared  to 
the  Court  and  the  jury  there  was  nothing 
in  it.  That  is  very  like  the  indictment 
preferred  against  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 


ment. But  Mr.  Skimpin  was  a  junior 
counsel,  whereas  my  right  hon.  Friend, 
in  the  absence  of  the  Member  for  Mid- 
lothian, speaks  with  an  authoritative 
voice.  Well,  Sir,  let  us  take  one  ques- 
tion as  a  test.  I  say  that  by  this  ex- 
treme reticence  on  the  part  of  my  right 
hon.  Friend  we  are  left  in  doubt  as  to 
the  intention  of  the  Opposition.  What 
are  they  going  to  do  about  Local 
Government  in  Ireland  ?  My  right  hon. 
Friend  and  other  speakers  on  the  same 
side  of  the  House  gave  us  to  understand 
during  the  Recess  that,  in  their  opinion, 
Local  Government  in  Ireland  was  ex- 
clusively an  Irish  question,  and,  there- 
fore, that  it  ought  to  be  left  to  an  Irish 
Parliament.  Well,  if  that  is  their  view, 
I  should  expect  them  to  comedown  here 
and  scout  the  idea  of  taking  up  the 
time  of  the  House  with  a  discussion  on 
Local  Government  which,  according  to 
them,  is  perfectly  futile  and  inept.  Not 
a  bit  of  it.  My  right  hon.  Friend  says 
he  is  only  eager  that  this  question  of 
Local  Government  should  be  brought 
to  a  second  reading  before  Easter,  and 
he  goes  on  to  promise  that  if  the 
Bill  is  conceived  in  a  liberal  spirit,  he 
and  his  friends  will  give  it  their 
support. 

Sib  WILLIAM  HARCOURT:  I 
have  always  said  so. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  :  My  right 

hon.  Friend  has  always  said  that  Local 

Government   in   Ireland    was  for  the 

Local  Parliament,  and  is  inconsistent 

now  in  being  so  ready  to  welcome  the 
introduction  of  Local  Government  by 
the  Imperial  Authority.  I  wish  to 
be  perfectly  fair  to  my  right  hon. 
Friend.  He  says  they  are  willing 
to  discuss  the  Local  Government 
Measure,  but  that  he  does  not 
consider  it  a  final  settlement  of  the 
question  of  self-government  in  Ire 
land.  He  appeals  to  me  to  say  the 
same,  and  he  appeals  to  a  speech  of 
mine  delivered  five  years  ago,  and  he 
quotes  it  as  usual  without  the  context ; 
and  I  must  say  I  take  it  as  a  very  great 
compliment  that  my  right  hon.  Friend 
is  so  continually  quoting  my  speeches. 
He  must  have  somewhere  a  cabinet 
choke  full  of  my  speeches. 

Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT :  They 
are  all  on  the  "  Round  Table." 
(Laughter.) 
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Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN:  I  am 
delighted  to  hear  that  my  right  hon. 
Friend  still  preserves  the  "  Round 
Table."  My  right  hon.  Friend,  how- 
ever, keeps  those  speeches  to  make 
them,  on  occasions,  the  subject  of  his 
rather  boisterous  merriment.  In  the 
present  instance,  what  is  the  state  of 
the  facts?  In  1887,  after  the  "  Round 
Table  "  to  which  my  right  hon.  Friend 
has  just  referred,  I  was  making  a  speech 
in  Birmingham,  and  I  said  what  was 
perfectly  true,  both  of  Lord  Hartington 
and  myself,  that  after  Mr.  Gladstone's 
revolutionary  proposals  in  1886  we 
thought  at  the  time  the  circumstances 
had  altered,  and  that  it  would  be  im- 
possible to  look  upon  a  mere  scheme 
of  Municipal  Government  as  finally  con- 
cluding the  question  of  the  govern- 
ment of  Ireland,  and  that  something 
more  might  have  to  be  done ;  and  I 
said  that  I  was  prepared  to  accept  the 
principle  of  some  kind  of  legislative 
authority  in  Dublin,  provided  that  the 
conditions  which  Mr.  Gladstone  himself 
had  attached  to  that  concession,  namely, 
the  undoubted  and  unquestioned  su- 
premacy of  the  Imperial  Parliament 
and  the  protection  of  minorities,  could 
be  guaranteed.  My  right  hon.  Friend 
challenges  me,  indiscreetly  as  I  think 
under  the  circumstances,  to  produce 
any  plan  of  my  own  by  which  this 
legislative  authority  in  Dublin  writh  the 
necessary  securities  may  be  created. 
That  is  a  very  fair  challenge.  I  think 
my  right  hon.  Friend  was  quite  within 
his  rights.  We  have  no  right  to  talk 
of  a  great  subject  involving  sudden 
changes  without  being  prepared  to 
bring  it  to  the  test  of  public  discussion. 
I  think  my  right  hon.  Friend  is  justified 
in  calling  on  me  for  details ;  only  my 
right  hon.  Friend  has  forgotten  some- 
where or  another  on  the  "  Table  "  my 
published  plan,  published  at  the  time 
of  which  he  speaks  in  all  its  details ;  a 
plan  by  which  this  might  be  secured.  I 
have  complied  with  his  request ;  I  have 
published  my  plan,  and  I  must  say  it 
met  with  universal  disapproval.  It  was 
ridiculed  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
it  was  scornfully  repudiated  by  the 
Irish  Gentlemen  below  the  Gangway. 
It  was  not  accepted  by  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite,  and  I  confess  I  was  dis- 
couraged with  what  attended  my  honest 
attempt  to  deal  with  the  matter.      I 


relinquish  my  plan ;  I  am  prepared  to 
hand  it  over  to  my  right  hon.  Friend. 
I  do  not  refer  to  this  with  a  view  to 
disinterring  a  plan  which  fell  still-born; 
but  I  do  so  in  order  to  appeal  to  mx 
right  hon.  Friend  for  a  little  reci- 
procity. He  knows  my  plan  now. 
Will  he  not  tell  me  something  about 
his  ?  I  do  not  ask  for  all  the  details; 
general  lines  will  be  quite  sufficient  for 
my  purpose.  Well,  Sir,  I  have  asked 
for  this  before,  and  I  have  been  refused ; 
but  I  am  much  more  sanguine  now 
than  ever  before.  I  have  two  reasons 
for  thinking  that  at  last  the  mask  will 
fall,  and  this  carefully  guarded  secret  will 
be  disclosed.  I  will  put  them  before  my 
right  hon.  Friend,  who  has  an  open 
mind  on  all  questions,  except,  of 
course,  questions  of  principle ;  and 
I  will  ask  him  to  re-consider  my 
application.  My  first  reason  for  think- 
ing he  should  change  his  policy  is  this : 
that  this  is  the  last  Session  of  the  pre- 
sent Parliament  (Opposition  cheers). 
Yes ;  we  are  all  going  (renewed  Opposi- 
tion cheers)  to  an  election  ;  some  of  us 
are  going  to  come  back  (Ministerial 
cheers).  I  see  many,  many  Members 
present,  even  in  the  ranks  of  the  Opposi- 
tion, who  might  well  say  viorituri  tt 
salutamm;  but  surely  the  fact  that  we 
are  going  to  our  constituencies  is  a 
reason  why  we  should  let  our  con- 
stituencies know  something  of  the 
policy  upon  which  we  are  going  to  seek 
their  approval  or  disapproval.  We 
ought  to  know,  it  is  not  too  early  to 
ask  for,  the  policy  of  the  Opposition,, 
which  is  to  be  their  principal  object  if 
they  go  into  power.  It  is  not  too  early 
to  ask  that  they  should  put  that  for- 
ward for  general  discussion,  so  that  the 
country  may  pronounce  upon  it  with 
full  knowledge.  But  I  have  another 
reason  even  more  strong,  and  that 
is  that  during  the  last  12  months 
a  great  deal  of  light  has  been  thrown 
upon  the  subject  which  we  did  not  gst 
before — light  as  to  the  intentions  and 
motives  of  hon.  Gentlemen  represent- 
ing Irish  constituencies  ;  and  I  want  to 
know  whether  my  right  hon.  Frientf 
and  those  who  follow  him  have  in  any 
way  modified  their  views  in  conse- 
quence of  this  light  ?  This  matter  is 
really  of  extreme  importance,  and  I 
shall  have  to  trouble  the  House  with  a 
few  quotations,  and  I  hope  the  House 
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will  appreciate  them.  What  was  the 
state  of  the  ease  in  1886  ?  The  House 
and  the  country  were  asked  to  accept 
the  Home  Bule  Bill,  on  the  ground  that 
it  had  been  frankly,  entirely,  and  com- 
pletely accepted  by  the  great  majority 
of  Representatives  of  Ireland  as  a  full, 
final,  and  complete  solution  of  the 
Irish  question.  This  is  what  the  right 
ho  n.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Newcastle  said  immediately  after  the 
speech  made  by  Mr.  Parnell  on 
the    Second   Beading  of  that   Bill:— 

"  Now,  Mr.  Parnell  Mid,  in  the  moat  em- 
phatic, clear,  unmistakable,  and  for  ever  unde- 
niable words,  that  the  Irish  nation  to  every 
section  of  it,  both  in  Inland  and  in  the  United 
States — and  wherever  Irishmen  are  found  —that 
every  section  of  the  Irish  people  has  accepted 
our  plan.    Gentlemen,  this  waa  a  very 


plan  ?  He  has  refused  to  give  us  any 
details.  I  will  quote  his  exact  wortjs. 
On  the  17th  April,  1891,  he  said  ;— 

"The  principle  for  which  the  Liberal  Party 
had  contended  had  been  the  right  of  the  Irian 
people  to  manage  their  own  affairs,  subject 
always  to  the  control  of  the  Imperial 
Parliament.  That  was  the  principle  they  had 
always  proclaimed  and  depended  upon,  and 
that  was  the  principle  on  which  they  would 
always  stand. 

I  must  say  that  when  my  right  hon. 
Friend  speaks  of  a  principle  on  which 
he  is  prepared  to  stand,  I  begin  to 
think  that  our  foundations  are  ex- 
tremely insecure.  He  went  on  to 
say: — 

"  Mr.  Parnell,  up  to  the  last  n 

thoroughly, 


to  accept  that  principle  cordially  at 
ighly,  but  he  had  now  repudiated  it,  ft 
a  which  he  need  not  here  explain.    Tl 


L  It  commits  Mr.  Parnell  and  system  for  whicli  Mr.  Parnell  now  ct 
They  applauded  his  statement.  was  one  which  the  Liberal  Party  hi 
,„„,  t.  «.  .~i» ~hi»k.   i    countenanced,  and  which  they  would  i 


It  commits  them  to  an  endeavour  -which  1 
am  thoroughly  certain  they  have  no  intention 
of  shirking  or  avoiding— to  an  endeavour  to 
make  our  plan  work,  and  to  make  this  settle- 
ment what  they  say,  a  real,  sincere  and  a  final 
settlement." 

That  was  the  conviction  under  which 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Newcastle  invited  us  to  pass  the 
Second  Beading  of  the  Home  Bule 
Bill.  Can  he  pretend  he  has  any 
longer  a  similar  conviction  ?  I  do  not 
know  whether  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man correctly  represents,  by  giving 
verbatim,  the  speech  of  the  late  Mr.  Par- 
nell; but,  at  all  events,  I  know  this:  that 
within  the  last  twelve  months  Mr.  Par- 
nell declared,  and  his  colleagues  have  de- 
clared, that  he  and  they  only  accepted 
the  proposals  in  the  Home  Bule  Bill 
pro  tanto,  and  as  an  instalment  of  their 
just  rights.  Mr.  Parnell  called  it  a 
trumpery  Bill ;  and  it  is  perfectly 
certain  that  if  the  Home  Bule  Bill  had 
been  carried  on  the  assurances  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Newcastle,  he  himself  and  the  country 
would  have  been  bitterly  deceived. 
Now,  I  want  to  know  what  reason  has 
be  for  saying  now,  that  for  his  new 
plan,  whatever  it  may  be,  he  will  be 
able  to  get  assurances  from  any  section 
of  the  Irish  Eepresentattves  which  are 
one  whit  more  trustworthy  than  those 
on  which  he  relied  in  1886  ?  Now  I 
will  carry  this  a  little  further.  What 
is  the  principle  declared  by  my  right 
hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Derby  to 
be   the  principal  feature  of  this  new 


support.  ■ 

There  are  two  statements  there  to 
which  I  would  call  the  attention  of  the 
House.  First,  here  is  a  principle  on 
which  the  Liberal  Party,  the  Party 
represented  by  my  right  hon.  Friend, 
will  always  stand — the  principle  of  the 
control  of  the  Imperial  Parliament  - 
and  here  is  the  second  statement,  that 
the  system  for  which  Mr.  Parnell  con- 
tends is  one  which  they  will  never, 
never,  never  support.  That  is  the 
moat  definite  thing  we  have  got  yet. 
What  is  the  system  for  which  Mr. 
Parnell  was  then  contending?  Mr. 
Parnell  expressed  his  intention  at 
Waterford  in  January  of  1891,  and 
again  he  repeated  it  in  the  same  words 
at  the  Leinster  Hall  in  July.  He  said — 
"  It  is  now  known  to  all  men  that  when  our 
Parliament  has  been  restored  to  us  it  shall 
have  power  to  make  laws  for  Ireland,  and  that 
there  shall  be  no  English  veto  upon  those  laws 
except  the  Constitutional  veto  of  the  Crown, 
exercised  in  the  same  way  as  the  Imperial 
Parliament." 

That  is  to  say,  Mr.  Parnell  says  dis- 
tinctly he  will  not  have  the  control  of 
the  Imperial  Parliament.  He  says  the 
only  control  he  will  look  at  is  what  he 
calls  the  Constitutional  veto  of  the 
Crown,  which  we  all  know  to  be  a 
Constitutional  figment,  which  has  never 
been  exercised  during  the  present 
generation,  and  which  could  not  be 
exercised  without  the  most  serious 
difficulties  and  complications.  Here  is, 
at    all   events,  a  broad   distinction    of 
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principle  between  my  right  hon.  Friend 
and  the  Party  he  represents,  and  Mr. 
Parnell  and  the  Party  which  is  now 
led  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Waterford. 
I  assume  the  hon.  Member  for  Water- 
ford  is  pledged  to  the  principles  laid 
down  by  Mr.  Parnell.  Then  what  is 
the  position  at  which  we  have  arrived  ? 
Remember,  these  right  hon.  Gentlemen 
have  said  again  and  again  that  they 
would  think  it  a  most  stupid  act  of 
folly  to  bring  forward  any  Home  Rule 
Bill  which  had  not  the  support  of  the 
majority,  the  great  majority,  of  the 
representatives  of  Ireland.  Very  well, 
then  at  all  events  they  are  cut  off 
altogether  from  all  hope  of  any  support 
from  those  representatives  of  Ireland 
for  whom  the  Member  for  Waterford 
speaks.  They  cannot  make  it  up  with 
him  without  giving  up  the  principle  on 
which  they  are  always,  always  going  to 
stand.  Of  course  it  may  be  that  in 
their  opinion  the  hon.  Member  for 
Waterford  and  his  friends  are  like  the 
Dissentient  Liberals ;  they  are  doomed 
to  extinction.  Well,  we  shall  see.  That 
is  a  matter  I  shall  leave  to  the  hon. 
Member  for  Waterford  to  settle  with 
my  right  hon.  Friend.  But  I  now 
come  to  a  more  important,  numerically 
at  any  rate,  section  of  the  Irish  Party— 
that  section,  the  Anti-Parnellite,  the 
National  Party,  I  believe  they  call  it. 
What  is  their  position  ?  The  Freeman-  s 
Journal  in  December  last  (laughter 
from  the  Irish  benches) — I  wonder  why 
hon.  Members  laugh.  I  will  read  what 
the  Freeman's  Journal  says,  and  then  I 
will  ask  the  House  to  consider  whether 
it  fairly  represents  the  Party  of  which 
it  professes  to  be  the  organ.  The 
Freeman's  Journal  in  December  1891 — 
I  have  not  the  exact  date — says  : — 

"  A  deliberate  attempt  is  being  made  to  re- 
present that  the  National  Party  would  be 
willing  to  accept  an  abortion  of  Home  Rule. 
We.  therefore,  state  once  again  for  the  benefit 
of  Mr.  Redmond  and  those  friend  -  of  his 
through  the  country  who  imagine  that  the  late 
Mr.  Parnell  and  his  followers  are  the  sole 
repositories  of  national  independence  that  the 
definition  of  national  self-government  laid 
down  by  Mr.  Parnell  himself  on  31st  July, 
1891,  in  which  he  referred  to  the  essential  pro- 
visions of  the  next  Home  Rule  Bill,  is  entirely 
satisfactory  to  us  as  a  fair  definition  so  far  as 
it  goes  of  the  only  Home  Rule  which  would  be 
either  safe  or  honourable  for  our  people  to 
accept/' 

(Ministerial  cheers).      Has    my    right 
-V;-.  J.  Chamberlain 


hon.    Friend  got  that  on  the   Bound 
Table  ?    I  do  not  know  that  I  under- 
stood the  laughter  just  now  when  I 
quoted  the  Freeman's  Journal.     Does 
the  passage  in  the  Freeman's  Journal 
correctly  represent   the  views   of  the 
National  Party  ?    Do  they,  or  do  they 
not,  adhere  to  the  declaration  of  Mr. 
Parnell  on  31st  July,  1891  ?    If  they  do 
not  I  leave  them  to  the  hon.  Member 
for    Waterford.       If    they     say  they 
do,   how  are  they  going  to  reconcile 
themselves    to  the  right    hon.    Mem- 
ber for   Derby?    (Ministerial   cheers.) 
Now,     I    appeal     to    the    House.   I 
appeal    to    the    hon.     Members    who 
support    the     right    hon.    Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Derby.  I  say,  "  Is  not 
it  wise  in  your  own  interest  to  clear  up 
this    doubt?    Are    you   going   to  the 
election   not   certain  that    when    yon 
come  back  a  great  part  of  your  sap- 
porters  will  not  turn  their  backs  upon 
you?"     That  is  the  risk  on  one  side 
or  the  other.     Will  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Member  for  Derby  say  now 
whether  he  still  sticks  to  his  declara- 
tion that  there  shall  be  the  control  of 
the  Imperial  Parliament,  or   does  he 
mean   to  surrender  that,   as    he    has 
surrendered  so  much  else  ?     If  he  does 
not  say  that,  will  the  hon.  Member  for 
Derry     (Mr.    Justin    M'Carthy),  who 
leads  the  National  Party,  say  whether 
he  is  willing  to  make  the  concession, 
whether  he  is  willing  to  take  an  abor- 
tion of  a  Home  Rule  Bill?     Will  he 
say  whether  he  is  willing  to  accept  a 
subordinate  Parliament?  I  do  not  know 
what  the  hon.  Gentleman  would  say, 
but  I  do  find  that  the  attitude  of  the 
National    Party,    of    those    who    are 
specially  the  friends  of  my  right  hon. 
Friend,  is  one  which  I  should  describe 
as    a    state    of    suspended    suspicion. 
The  National  Party  held  a  meeting  at 
Mitchelstown    on    Sunday    the    22nd 
November,  which  wfas  addressed  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  Mayo  and  the  hon. 
Member    for    North-East    Cork,   who 
were  both  present,  and  must  therefore 
be  assumed  to  approve  of  the  admir- 
able Resolution  which  was  passed  at 
that  meeting,  namely : — 

"Whilst  we  indignantly  repudiate  the 
allegation  that  the  Irish  Cause  is  to  be  made 
subservient  to  the  exigencies  of  English 
Liberals  we  consider  it  prudent  and  patriotic 
to  trust  for  the  time  being—  (Laughter)— It 
the  pledge  of  the  Cirand  Old  Man,  reseriiag 
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to  ourselves  the  right  to  refute  any  Home 
Rule  Bill  derogatory  to  the  power  of  Ireland." 

Was  there  ever  such  a  prospect 
before  a  benighted  Party  as  that 
which  awaits  my  right  hon.  Friend? 
No  sooner  does  he  read  a  first  time 
his  Bill,  which  is  to  contain  provisions 
to  make  the  Parliament  in  Ireland 
subordinate  to  the  control  of  the 
Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  than  the 
friends  upon  whom  he  rests  entirely  for 
his  majority  will  withdraw,  will  con- 
sider it  prudent  and  patriotic  to  with- 
draw from  provisional  trust  in  the 
pledge  of  the  Grand  Old  Man,  and  will 
exercise  their  privilege  of  refusing  a 
Home  Rule  Bill  derogatory  to  the 
power  of  Ireland.  I  say,  I  think  I 
have  made  out  my  case.  I  am  not 
exacting.  <  I  ask  for  a  little  information. 
I  ask  my  right  hon.  Friend,  or  anyone 
who  speaks  on  his  behalf,  to  say 
whether  they  adhere  to  that  declaration 
which  was  made  in  April,  1891,  that  a 
Parliament  in  Dublin  was  to  be  under 
the  control  of  the  Imperial  Parliament. 
I  ask  only  for  a  single  piece  of  informa- 
tion, but  there  are  friends  and  sup- 
porters of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
who  have  asked  for  a  great  deal  more. 
There  is  the  Pall  Mall  Gazette  for 
instance.  In  the  Press  they  have  used 
arguments  much  more  cogent  than 
mine  to  show  the  unwisdom  of  pro- 
ceeding to  a  General  Election  without 
knowing  really  what  the  issue  is  for 
-which  we  are  contesting.  There  is  the 
Evening  News,  which  I  believe  is  the 
great  Giadstonian  organ  of  Edinburgh, 
and  the  Evening  News  used  very  nearly 
the  same  language,  except  that  I  blush 
to  say  that  they  have  spoken  disrespect- 
fully of  my  right  hon.  Friend,  for  they 
have  even  called  him  an  "  artful 
•dodger."  Then  there  is  my  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  East  Fife  (Mr.  Asquith). 
He  has  put  forward  in  the  clearest 
language,  the  most  conclusive  language, 
his  reason  for  desiring  to  have  informa- 
tion on  this  subject,  and  he  has  said 
that  if  the  information  is  not  afforded 
it  is  very  probable  that  even  when 
they  get  the  majority — which  Mr. 
Schnadhorst  will  not  promise  them — 
the  party  will  break  to  pieces  as  soon 
as  the  Home  Rule  Bill  is  introduced. 
What  is  really  to  be  the  position  of 
the  supporters  of  the  Opposition  if  this 
information  continue    to    be  refused? 


Really  I  think    the  sympathy   of  the 

House  ought  to  be  extended  to  them. 

(Laughter.)     They    will    be    in    the 

position  of  those  persons  described  in 

the  well-known  lines  of  Churchill : — 

"  Those  sheep  who  never  heard  their  shep- 
herd's voice ; 

Who  did  not  know,  yet  would  not  learn 
their  way ; 

Who  strayed  themselves,  yet  grieved  that 
I  should  stray." 

Before  I  sit  down  there  is  one  other 
point  upon  which  I  think  the  House 
is  entitled  to  a  little  information,  and 
that  is  with  regard  to  the  question  of 
Egypt.  I  was  perfectly  amazed  to 
find  the  extremely  light  way  in  which, 
after  the  speeches  during  the  Recess, 
this  important  subject  was  passed 
over  by  my  right  hon.  Friend  the  other 
night.  In  the  course  of  the  Recess  the 
right  hon.  Members  for  Mid  Lothian 
and  Newcastle-on-Tyne  were  under- 
stood not  only  in  this  country,  but  in 
foreign  countries,  which  is  more  im- 
portant, to  have  advocated  the  im- 
mediate evacuation  of  Egypt,  and 
if  they  doubt  it  I  appeal  to  the 
foreign  Press,  and,  above  all,  to  the 
Press  of  France,  which  asserts 
it  again  and  again.  They  did  not 
hesitate  in  their  speeches  to  em- 
barrass the  Government,  to  make 
its  difficult  task  more  difficult,  and  now 
when  they  have  an  opportunity  to  bring 
this  question  to  discussion  and  to  the 
test  of  a  vote  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
the  speech  which  opens  our  proceedings 
by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Leader 
of  the  Opposition  does  not  contain  a 
single  word  about  it.  I  could  quite 
understand  a  patriotic  silence  which  was 
governed  by  a  desire  not  to  embarrass 
the  action  of  the  Executive.  But  they 
have  not  been  silent.  They  have  done 
all  the  mischief  possible  by  their  plat- 
form speeches.  Having  spoken  so  loudly 
on  the  platform,  when  they  come  to 
this  House  they  are  as  silent  as  mice. 
What  was  it  that  the  right  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Midlothian  said  ?     He  said — 

"I  shall  indeed  rejoice  if  before  the  day 
comes  for  the  present  Administration  to  give 
up  the  ghost,  it  be  possible  for  Lord  Salisbury 
to  make  an  effort  to  relieve  us  from  that  bur- 
densome and  embarrassing  occupation  of 
Egypt,  which  so  long  as  it  lasts,  rely  upon  it, 
must  be  a  cause  of  weakness  and  a  source  of 
embarrassment " 

There  has  been  an  attempt  made  to 
minimise    these    words.      (Ministerial 
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cheers.)     The    right   hon.    Gentleman 
says  "  No."     It  was  made  in  the  organ 
of  his  Party,   the    Daily    News,   two 
days  after  the   speech  was  delivered. 
I  say  the  plain  meaning  of  the  speech, 
if  words    are    intended  to   have    any 
meaning,  is  that   within   six   months, 
which  is  the  longest   time  which  the 
member  for  Midlothian  has  ever  given 
to  this  Government  to  endure  in  recent 
days — that   within    six   months    Lord 
Salisbury  is  to  take  steps  to  arrange 
for  the  immediate  evacuation  of  Egypt. 
If  he  thinks  so,  why  does  he  not  come 
here  and  say  so  ?    (Cheers.)     Why  does 
he  only  say  it  on  a  platform  ?     I  com- 
mented upon  the  language  of  the  right 
hon.   Gentleman  the  Member  for  Mid- 
lothian,   and    I   said    it  was  due    to 
an  inability  to   meet  pressure,   to  an 
unwillingness  to  face  national  obliga- 
tions ;  and  the  right   hon.   Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Newcastle  took  me  to 
task,   and  he   said  according    to    my 
speech  inability  to  meet  pressure  meant 
inability  to  violate  pledges,  and  unwill- 
ingness to  face  responsibility  meant  a 
breach  of  public  faith.     Yes,  but  now  I 
want  to  know,  is  that  platform  declama- 
tion, or  is  it  serious  opinion?     (Minis- 
terial cheers.)    If  it  is  platform  declam- 
ation,   «I    say    it     is    unworthy    and 
unpatriotic  to  attempt   to  discredit   a 
Government  without  any  real  intention 
behind  it.      If  it  is  serious  opinion,  I 
say  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  is 
bound  at  the  earliest  possible  moment 
to  bring  this  matter  before  the  House, 
and     to    adhere     to   the     statements 
which    he    made,    and   to  endeavour, 
to      the      best      of    his     ability,     to 
relieve   his    country   from  the   stigma 
of  dishonesty  which  he  seeks  to  im- 
pose upon  it.     What  are  the  facts  of 
the  case  ?    There  have  been  only  two 
pledges  given  by  any  Government  with 
regard    to    Egypt — by    the    preceding 
Government,  and  by  this  Government 
— and   those    pledges    were    that    we 
would  leave  the  country  as  soon  as  the 
country  was  relieved  from  any  fear  of 
foreign  invasion  or  domestic  anarchy, 
and  the  other  pledge  was  that  we  would 
not  leave  until  that  work  has  been  fully 
and    completely    accomplished.      We 
gave  an  estimate  of  six  months. 

Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT :  That 
estimate  was  given  by  Lord  Hart- 
ington. 

Mr.  J.  Chamberlain 


Mr.    CHAMBERLAIN:    Does    the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Derby  wish  to  separate  Lord  Harting- 
ton    from    the    responsibility    of     the 
Cabinet  ?   Now,  we  see  the  sincerity  of 
the  attacks  which  were  made  upon  me 
during  the  recess,  because  it  was  said 
that  I  sought  to  put  myself,  as  an  indi- 
vidual, outside  the  Cabinet,  for  which  I 
was    jointly    responsible.      Sir,    Lord 
Hartington  spoke  the  language  whioh 
he  was    instructed    to    speak   by  the 
Cabinet.     We  made  the  estimate  of  six 
months  at  that  time.     Later  on  Lend 
Salisbury  appears  to    have   made  an 
estimate  of  three  years  as  the  prohahb 
time  during  which  this  work  would  be 
accomplished.  It  was  not  only  Govern- 
ments who  made    mistakes    in    this 
matter.    Even   the  able  officials  who 
carried    out    the    government    of  the 
country  were  mistaken,  and   believed 
that  we  could  get  to  the  end  of  the 
business      much      earlier      than     it 
has    been     possible     to     do.      Both 
the  estimate  of  Lord  Hartington  and 
of    the  Wolff  Convention    were   mis- 
taken.    But  our  pledges  remain    ab- 
solutely intact.    They  have  not  ben 
violated  either  in  spirit  or  in  any  other 
way.     It  would  have  been   cowardly 
and  unworthy  of  this  nation  to  allow 
that  wonderful  work  which  has  bees 
carried  on  in  Egypt  to  be  interrupted* 
to  throw  back  the  country  to  anarchy, 
or  to  allow  it  to  be  rescued  from  anarchy 
by    the    intervention    of  any  Foreifli 
Power.      I     say,     therefore,    if     toe 
language    of    right    hon.    Gentlemen 
during  the  recess  has  been  misunder- 
stood,  they  should  take  the   earliest 
opportunity    to    correct     themselves. 
But  if  they  do  mean  what  they  ap- 
peared to  mean,  what  it  was  said  by  toe 
French  and  other  foreign  papers  that 
they  did  mean — the  immediate  evacua- 
tion of  Egypt — then  we  ought  to  know 
that  these  and  other  blessings  are  in 
store  from  the  foreign  as  well  as  the 
domestic  policy  of  a   Government  of 
which  my  right  hon.  Friend  the  Mem- 
ber   for    Midlothian    should     be    the 
leader.   In  the  course  of  his  peroration, 
the  Member  for  Derby  made  an  eloquent 
appeal  to  the  Whigs — the  descendants 
of    Fox,   Burke,   Russell,    and    Grey. 
Where   are    the   Whigs?    He   turned 
round  as  if  he  expected  to  find,  some- 
where cowering  on  the  back  benches, 
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1  degenerate  descendants  of  these  great 
1  men.  Why,  Sir,  it  was  only  four 
6  or  five  years  ago  that  my  right  hon. 
Friend  used  publicly  to  boast  that  he, 
1  himself,  was  the  only  living  descendant 
1  of  the  Whigs — that  he  was  the  only 
!  man  who  had  preserved  intact  and  in 

*  their  pristine  purity  the  traditions 
f  of  the  principles  of  the  Whigs  for 
»  future  ages.  If  that  be  true,  why 
:  he  himself  then  is  the  only  person  who 

can  answer  his  question,  "  Where  are 
the  Whigs?  "  I  am  afraid  the  last  of 
the  Whigs  is  still  stewing  in  Parnellite 
juice,  and  the  shades  of  the  great  men 
he  evoked,  if  they  care  at  all  for  the 
condition  of  their  sole  representative, 
must  shudder  at  the  pitiful  plight  to 
which  he  has  reduced  himself.  How- 
ever, one  thing  I  am  confident  of,  and 
that  is  that  the  great  Whigs  to  whom  he 
appeals  would  never  have  consented  to 
palm  off  upon  their  followers  or  upon 
the  people  of  this  country  a  policy 
which  they  could  not  define,  or  which 
they  were  unwilling  to  describe. 

(5.23.)  Mb.  JOHN  MORLEY 
(Newcastle-upon-Tyne)  :  Mr.  Speaker, 
one  of  the  many  satisfactory  circum- 
stances attendant  upon  the  tolerably 
speedy  approach  of  the  dissolution  of 
the  Parliament  is  that  when  that  event 

happens  we  shall  get  rid  of  the  un- 
seemly comedy  from  which  we  have 
suffered  so  much  during  the  last  six 
years,  of  a  gentleman  sitting  upon 
these  benches  denouncing  and  assailing 
from  that  position  Liberal  principles  and 
Liberal  measures  and  his  old  Liberal 
colleagues.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
asked,  where  are  the  Whigs?  Where 
is  the  Radical?  Sir,  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman    complains    that     we     are 

•  afraid  of  bringing  to  the  test  of  dis- 
cussion in  the  House  the  assertions  we 
made  duringthe  recess.  ("  Hear, hear!") 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  entirely 
misquotes.  He  did  not  quote  in  full. 
He  says  the  declarations  of  my  right 
hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Mid- 
lothian and  myself  pointed  to  instant 
evacuation.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
says  that  I  desire  a  complete  reversal 
of  the  foreign  policy  of  the  country. 
On  the  contrary,  in  all  that  I  said  upon 
Egypt  I  asked  not  for  a  reversal  of 
foreign  policy,  but  for  a  continuance  of 
it.     I  said : — 


"  This  remark  will  remain  true  until  you 

have  somebody  at  the  Foreign  Office  with  the 

courage  to  explain  to  his  countrymen  the  effect 

of  our  occupation  of  Egypt  upon  our  diplo- 
matic relations,  upon  our  military  position. 
Somebody  who  will  have  the  courage  to 
describe  the  cost — I  do  not  mean  the  money 
cost — but  the  whole  cost  in  weakness  of  our 
position,  military,  diplomatic,  and  maruw; 
somebody  who  will  have  the  courage  to  point 
out  that  England  in  thepresent  system  of  in- 
definite occupation  in  ESgypt  is  a  vulnerable 
England — England  in  constant  risk  of  being 
drawn  into  the  vortex  of  Continental  war." 

Is  that  a  reversal  of  the  foreign  policy 
of  this  country  ?  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man referred  to  the  Wolff  Convention, 
but  he  does  not  seem  to  have  acquainted 
himself  with  the  full  scope  of  that  In- 
strument. Nothing  can  be  more  im- 
portant than  that  this  country  should 
present,  if  possible,  an  unbroken  front 
to  foreign  nations.  I  am  as  strong  as 
he  is  in  that  view.  Well,  now  I  want 
to  ask  :  Does  Lord  Salisbury  contem- 
plate the  permanent  and  indefinite 
occupation  of  Egypt  ?  If  he  does  not,  in 
what  does  he  differ  from  me?  If  he 
were  in  favour  of  a  definite  occupation 
it  would  be  discreditable  to  him,  both 
to  his  statesmanship  and  his  good  faith. 
There  is  no  foundation  for  such  a  charge, 
the  action  of  Lord  Salisbury  completely 
establishes  that.  Let  us  see  what 
happened.  Lord  Salisbury  had  not  been 
in  office  many  months  before  he  des- 
patched a  special  plenipotentiary,  Sir 
Drummond  Wolff,  formerly  a  well- 
known  Member  of  this  House,  to 
Turkey,  and  the  first  step  he  took  was^ 
a  Convention  specially  stipulating  for  a 
future  arrangement  regarding  the  with- 
drawal of  British  troops  at  a  convenient 
period.  That  was  the  first  step,  and 
accordingly  there  came  a  second  Con- 
vention, and  in  the  month  of  May, 
1887,  Sir  Drummond  Wolff  was  in- 
structed by  Lord  Salisbury  to  negotiate 
a  Treaty  with  Turkey  for  the  evacua- 
tion of  Egypt  by  Great  Britain,  and 
the  neutralisation  of  Egypt.  It  was 
stipulated,  what  ?  That  at  the  end  of 
three  years  from  the  date  of  that  Con- 
vention the  British  Government  should 
withdraw  from  Egypt,  subject,  I  admit, 
to  conditions  of  delay  or  return  in 
certain  specified  cases  of  danger.  Since* 
May,  1887,  the  occasions  specified  as 
constituting  special  need  for  delay  or 
return  have  never  come  about,  there- 
fore, if  the  Turkish  Government  had 
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Tatified  that  Convention — as  unfortu- 
nately, owing  to  some  misunderstanding 
either  on  the  part  of  Turkey,  Russia  or 
France,  she  did  not  do — if  Turkey  had 
ratified  that  Convention,  this  country 
would  have  been  out  of  Egypt,  which 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  regards  as  so 
cowardly  a  betrayal  of  duty,  in  June, 
1890.  This  Convention  was  deliberately 
tendered  by  Lord  Salisbury  to  Turkey, 
■and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  should  be 
the  very  last  person,  I  think,  to  use  the 
language  he  has  used  to-night  upon  the 
-subject  because  we  cannot  forget  his 
own  speech  upon  the  subject  in  1884. 
I  would  like  first  to  complete  the  record 
of  1887.  It  is  well  that  we  should  re- 
gard the  language  of  the  British 
■Government  towards  Europe  through 
the  mouth  of  her  plenipotentiary  in  a 
•despatch  approved  by  Lord  Salisbury  in 
May,  1887.  They  are  important  words, 
and  should  be  in  the  minds  of  right  hon. 
Gentlemen  whether  they  are  discussing 
•this — which  concerns  the  strength  as 
well  as  the  honour  of  England — in  this 
House  or  on  platforms — 

"Her  Majesty's  Government  had  disclaimed 
-all  desire  of  annexing  Egypt  or  establishing  a 
protectorate  over  it.  It  has  more  than  once 
Been  suggested  that  England  should  take  per- 
manent possession  of  Egypt,  which  would  be  a 
violation  of  the  traditional  policy  of  England, 
of  her  good  faith  to  the  Sultan,  and  of  the 
•public  law.  In  time  of  peace  it  would  have 
exposed  England  to  continued  jealousy  and 
danger,  and  in  time  of  war  it  would  have  been 
a  weak  point  entailing  a  continual  drain  on  her 
resources." 

What  is  the  difference  between  the  lan- 
guage used  by  Her  Majesty's  plenipo- 
tentiary and  my  own,  that  England  in 
the  persistent  and  indefinite  occupation 
of  Egypt  is  a  vulnerable  England,  con- 
stantly in  danger  of  being  drawn  into 
the  vortex  of  European  war  ?  It  was 
added  that  England  was  ready  to  pro- 
mote the  neutralisation  of  Egypt,  not  as 
master  or  mistress  of  Egypt,  but  as  the 
mandatory  of  the  other  Powers ;  but  the 
duty  was  regarded,  and  justly  regarded, 
as  a  burden  rather  than  a  privilege. 
The  House  will  observe  this  was  put  on 
two  grounds — the  violation  of  public  law 
involved  in  an  indefinite  occupation ;  and 
the  ground  of  danger  and  mischief  to  this 
•<jountry.  What  more  did  my  right 
hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Mid- 
lothian say  than  was  said  by  the 
plenipotentiary  and  approved  by  Lord 
'Salisbury  ?     The  right  hon.  Gentleman 

Mr.  John  Marlcy 


is  the  last  person  to  use  language  d 
this  kind.  What  did  he  say  in  1884— 
and,  mark  you,  he  was  in  the  Cabinet 

then  ?— 


"The  fulfilment  of  the  pk 
given  has  been  delayed  by 
which  could  not  well  have  been  fore— em,  aai 
now  there  is  growing  up  in  certain  aaartan 
a  demand  that  our  policy  should  be  enaafn\ 
and  that  we  should:  male  ourselves  pen 
ently  responsible  for  the  government  aai 
protectorate  of  Egypt.  I  should  be  inclined  b 
pay  some  attention  to  the  advice  if  it  bed  set 
come  from  a  very  suspicious  quarter.  B 
comes  from  those  who  have  always  bean  b 


favour  of  annexation.  There  it  a  great  nsjb 
in  this  country  which  seems  to  here  mail 
nothing  by  experience,  which  is  alwaye  eaaar 
for  an  extension  of  an  Empire  aJready,  I 
should  think,  vast  enough  to  please  tbe  nlnt 
inordinate  ambition,  and  which  taxes  ear 
resources  to  the  utmost  in  the  attempt  b 
govern  it  well  and  wisely." 

Mb.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  :  That  ii 
annexation. 

Mb.  J.  MORLEY :  I  beg  the  riga* 
hon.  Gentleman's  pardon,  bat  he  *ju 
protesting  the  position  of  those  who— 

Mb.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN :    ~ 
mended  annexation. 

Mb.  J.  MORLEY  :  "  Make  ouraehfl 
permanently  responsible."  What  daj 
is  the  position  taken  up  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  now  ? 

Mb.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN:  I  ten 
not  said  a  single  word  here  or  any- 
where else  in  favour  of  the  pennaaaji 
occupation  of  Egypt.  What  I  km 
spoken  of  is  remaining  there  till  oar 
work  is  accomplished,  and  I  only 
complained  of  the  language  of  the  rigla 
hon.  Gentleman  because  I  believe  i 
will  tend  directly  to  immediate  evacua- 
tion. 

Mb.  J.  MORLEY:  I  think  da) 
language  of  which  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman complains  is  exactly  the  li* 
guage  he  used  : — 


"  If  we  were  to  accept  the  advice  ae  fraeh 
tendered  to  us  I  predict  the  tempomiy  enV 
colties  we  have  to  face  would  hnoome  ajar* 
manent  dangers.'' 

That  was  in  1884.  What  chant* 
has  taken  place  in  the  condition  ot 
things  since  that  which  enables  us  it 
distinguish  between  permanent  azmcoflr 
tion  and  the  position  the  right  hon* 
Gentleman  now  takes  up?  Will  aar 
hon.  Gentleman  opposite  get  up  ant 
define  to  us — the  right  hon.  Gentlemaa 
himself  cannot  speak  again — what  aie 
the  conditions,    what   are   the    term 
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under  which  he  conceives  our   work 
will  be  satisfactorily  done  ? 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN :  I  stated 
them  distinctly  ;  I  said  we  had  pledged 
ourselves  not  to  leave  Egypt  until  she 
was  relieved  from  any  fear  of  foreign 
invasion  or  domestic  anarchy. 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY  :  If  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  took  the  position  described 
in  his  own  passage,  how  can  he   take 
up  his  present  position  when,  accord- 
ing    to    constant    asseverations,     the 
position   of   Egypt  is  stronger  than  it 
has  ever  been?    The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman forgets  that  he  was  a  member 
of   the    Cabinet    when    he  used   that 
language,  and  he  is  the  last  man  who, 
in    order    to    find     favour    with     his 
new  allies,  should  use   such  language 
to    endeavour    to    steer    the  country 
into     a     policy      which     he     himself 
was  most  energetic  in  repudiating  at 
the  time,  and  for  the   repudiation   of 
which  he  was,  as  much  as  any  member 
of  the  Government,  responsible,  and  he 
cannot  divest  himself  of  the  responsi- 
bility by  having  left  his  colleagues  of 
that    day.      He    regretted    that    the 
hon.  Member  for  Midlothian  was  not 
here ;   it  was   well  for  him   that  the 
right    hon.  Gentleman  was  not  here. 
Perhaps  I  have  said  enough  to  explain 
our   language,  which  has  never  been 
misunderstood  by  the  foreign  press; 
they  have  not  understood  it  as  pointing 
to     an    immediate    evacuation.      The 
right    hon.    Gentleman    did    me    the 
honour  to  refer  to   a  passage  in   my 
writings  as  to  clerical  domination.     I 
have  written  a  great  deal  about  these 
very  serious  subjects,  and  I  have  no- 
thing to  retract  or  to  withdraw  ;   but 
the    right  hon.   Gentleman   has  com- 
pletely misunderstood,  and  may  I  say, 
without    offence,    misrepresented    the 
charge  that  was  made  the  other  night 
by    the    right     hon.    Gentleman     the 
Member  for  Derby  against  the  Prime 
Minister.     We  have  never  complained 
against    him     for     speaking     against 
clerical  domination.      He  was  speak- 
ing of  the   Catholic   religion ;   of  the 
majority  of  Ireland.     The  point  of  his 
excessively  pungent  speech  was  as  to 
giving  the  power  of  the  majority  of  the 
State,  and  therefore  the  power  of  the 
State,  "  to  those  who  through  long  ages 
had  been  enemies  of  England."     That 
is    not     the     Catholic    clergy.      He 


went  on  to  say  "  they  fought  against 
us  when  we  fought  against  Spain  " :  that 
was  not  the  clergy  ;  "  when  we  fought 
against  America  and  against  France  "  : 
and  that  was  not  the  clergy ;  "  and. 
this  majority  you  are  going  to 
support  and  so  place  under  their 
heels  the  rich  and  enlightened 
minority  who  are  in  sympathy  with 
yourselves."  So  all  that  part  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman's  argument,, 
quoting  from  myself,  was  entirely 
wide  of  the  mark.  The  assertion  of. the 
Prime  Minister  was  certainly  the  most 
extraordinary  I  have  ever  heard  from 
any  man  so  accomplished  as  he  is  in 
matters  of  history.  I  am  not  going  to 
weary  the  House  with  many  extracts, 
but  I  should  like  to  read  one.  First  of 
all  "  they  were  against  us  in  the  Ameri- 
can war"  ;  the  majority  of  Ireland  was 
against  us.  What  does  Mr.  Lecky„ 
your  own  able  and  powerful  Unionist 
historian,  say : — 

"The  Republican  religion  of  the  Northern 
Presbyterian*  gave  them  some  bias  towards* 
Republican  Government,  and  their  sympathy 
with  the  New  England  Puritans  in  their  con* 
tost  against  England  had  been  passionate  and 
avowed." 

So  much  for  the  American  War.     But 

before  that  Mr.  Lecky  says — I  beg  the 

House  to  notice  this,  because  we  shall 

hear  of  this  again  and  again  for  several 

months — 

"The  Catholics  of  Ireland  had  maintained 
an  absolute,  unbroken  tranauillity  during  the 
Scotch  Rebellion  of  1715 ;  during  the  expedi- 
tion organised  against  the  House  of  Hanover 
by  Alberoni  in  1/19 ;  during  the  great  Rebel- 
lion of  1745 ;  during  the  long  and  desperate 
war  with  France  that  terminated  in  1763,  and 
amid  all  the  complications  that  had  since 
arisen." 

In  the  American  War  it  was  not  the 
Catholics  who  were  against  us,  who 
moved  a  finger  against  us,  it  was  the 
Republican  Presbyterians  of  the  North 
who  were  the  passionate  and  avowed 
enemies  of  England.  Then  we  come 
to  the  French  War : — 

"  On  the  very  eve  of  the  rebellion  of  1790,"' 
Mr.  Lecky  says,  "  the  object  of  the  Govern* 
ment  was  to  separate  as  much  as  possible  the 
Catholics  from  the  Dissenters,  and  the 
Catholic  question  from  the  question  of  Re- 
form. This  was  for  some  considerable  time 
the  keynote  of  the  Irish  Policy  of  the  Duke 
of  Portland,  who  was  much  struck  with  the 
fact  that  Protestant  Ulster  was  the  most  dis- 
affected of  the  four  provinces,  that  at  least 
five-sixths  of  the  leaders  of  the  United  Irish- 
men were  Protestants ;  that  Monster,  though 
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now  disturbed,  had  shown  iteolf  perfectly 
loyal  during  the  French  expedition  of  1796 ; 
that  Connangb t,  the  moat  purely  Catholic  pro- 
vince ia  Ireland,  was  the  one  province  that 
mi  attill  almost  untainted." 
What  are  the  names  of  the  leaders  of  the 
so-called  Rebels  ?  Wolfe  Tone,  Napper 
Tandy,  the  Emmets,  Hamilton  Rowan, 
the  Sbeerses,  Neilson,  Lord  Edward 
Fitzgerald,  and  Arthur  O'Connor,  and 
every  one  of  them  not  Catholics,  but 
Protestants.  There  never  was  a  more 
unfortunate  declaration  historically, 
or  a  more  mischivous  and  provocative 
one  politically.  The  right  hon.  Gent- 
leman went  on  to  say  a  great  deal 
about  the  Local  Government  of  Ireland, 
and  he  declares  that  we  are  guilty  of 
inconsistency  in  opposing  the  project 
of  the  Government  for  Local  Govern- 
ment in  Ireland.  But  why  should  we 
oppose  it?  First  of  all  you  have  got, 
thanks  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
and  his  friends,  a  majority  in  this 
House.  Why  should  we  embark  on  a 
dogged  opposition  to  a  measure  which, 
if  you  are  bent  upon  it,  you  can,  un- 
doubtedly, with  your  confederated  ma- 
jority, carry  through.  We  have  never 
said,  and  I  do  not  think  my  right  hon. 
Friend  has  ever  said,  or  that  the  hon. 
Member  for  Midlothian  has  ever 
said,  that  we  should  resist  the  project 
of  the  Government  for  Local  Govern- 
ment in  Ireland.  You  bring  in  a  Bill 
for  extending  local  self-government  in 
Ireland,  and  we  know  as  well  as  pos- 
sible that  it  oan  only  be,  fetter  it  and 
safeguard  it  as  you  can,  a  stepping- 
stone  to  the  larger  and  safer  policy. 
Why  should  we  oppose  it?  I  do  not 
grasp  the  right  lion.  Gentleman's 
point.  But  when  he  says  we  are  eager 
for  it,  he  certainly  misrepresents  our  | 
position.  I  wonder  what  the  feeling  in 
the  breasts  of  the  Government  sup- 
porters themselves  is  ?  I  think  they 
are  as  little  eager  and  ready  for  this  as 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  accuses  us  of 
being.  There  is  not  one  single  section 
in  Ireland,  or  any  serious  portion,  to 
whom  this  proposal  is  not  either  odious, 


a  very  doubtful  and  apologetic  state  of 
mind  about  bringing  it  forward ;  ani 
rather  implied  that  he  was  doing  h 
to  carry  out  the  undertaking  given  by 
his  predecessor  in  that  office  and  by  the 
Government,  before  he  himself  wu 
a  Member  of  the  Cabinet.  He  did  dV 
tinctly  imply  that  it  was  in  consequence 
of  that  policy  that  he  initiated  it.  He 
has  never  said  one  word  in  favour  of  it, 
except  that  it  was  taken  up  by  his  pre- 


Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  have  not 

my  speech  here,  but  I   cannot  accept 
that  version  of  my  speech. 

Me.  J.  MORLEY :  I  read  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman's  speech  and  took  it  in 
that  sense,  but  perhaps  when  we  come  to 
the  words  of  the  Bill  and  it  is  under  di* 
cussion  he  will  make  the  contradiction 
good.  The  Prime  Minister  at  Newport, 
:-  1885,  said— 

That  a  large  central  authority  was  bete 
than  these  multiplied  local  authorities,  iaw- 
much  as  the  wisdom  of  the  central 
would  neutralise  the  na 
of  the  local  authorities. 

the     memorable      gathering,     it 
Birmingham,  in    October,    which  coo- 

'ated  the  Alliance,  the  rank  and 
file  of  the  Tory  Party  passed  a  resolu- 
tion throwing  over  their  leaders,  repu- 
diating their  Irish  policy  altogether. 
The  hon.  Member  for  South  Tyrone,  ii 
he  zealous  for  it  ?     He  says — 

■'  If  I  were  asked  to  provide  for  Ireland,  a 
is  not  County  Councils  I  should  first  of  si 
supply,  it  would  be  something  entirely  date- 
on  t,  but  I  recognise  facts." 
What  facts,  except  that  the  liberal 
Unionists  have  demanded  it? 

"  I  am  not  advocating  what  I  think  is  theo- 
retically the  best  for  Ireland ;  on  the  contrary, 
we  in  Ireland  mar  have  to  go  through  lanes 
tribulation,  through  these  new  Board*.  In  tkas 
to  come,  when  calmer  counsels  prevail,  thtj 


That  is  not  a  very  enthusiastio  way  of 
approaching  a  reform  which  is  to  ho 
the  keystone  of  the  Irish  poliov  of  the 
present  Government.  When  that  Bill 
brought  before  the  House  I  do  not 


contemptible.     It  is  odious  to  the  ■  say  we  shall  give  it  an  entirely  di  spas- 


section  represented  by  hon.  Gentlemen 
sitting  there,  and  contemptible  to  hon. 
Gentlemen  sitting  here.  The  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  himself,  in  the 
language  he  used  at  Plymouth,  and 
afterwards  at  Hudderstield,  seemed  in 
Mr.  J.  Motley 


donate  and  unprejudiced  examination, 
because  I  think  we  have  a  deep  con- 
viction that  the  policy  of  the  Bill  ii 
mistaken ;  that  you  are  beginning  at  the 
wrong  end ;  that  you  are  preparing  for 
yourselves  or  for  your  successors  great 
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i    tribulation,  and  that  the  safeguards  that 

i    you  propose  to  guarantee  the  minority 

t    against  the  concessions  you  make  to  the 

»    majority  will  be  absolutely  inoperative 

j    for  good,   and   can    only  operate    for 

increased  friction    between    the    new 

bodies  and  the    central  authority  at 

Dublin  Castle.     I  want  to  know — we 

shall  know  no  doubt   when  the  time 

-comes — whether  that  is  what  the  right 

hon-  Gentleman  the  Member  for  West 

Birmingham    promised    three   or  four 

years  ago.     He  said — 

"  The  Conservative  Party  are  not  averse  to 
large  and  drastic  changes  in  the  Government 
of  Ireland ;  they  are  prepared  to  consider  and 
review  the  whole  of  the  irritating  system  of 
.administration  which  is  known  as  Dublin 
Castle ;  but  if  they  come  to  this  they  will  be 
•compelled,  if  they  have  not  done  so  already, 
to  accept  the  main  principles  of  Mr.  Glad- 
stone's Bill." 

That  is  a  passage  standing  absolutely 
by  itself,  and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
will  forgive  me  if  I  do  not  read  all  the 
•context.     He  goes  on — 

"  They  (the  Conservative  Party)  will  have  to 
-substitute  for  the  administration  of  Dublin 
Castle  some  kind  of  legislative  authority,  sub- 
ject to  the  guarantees  Mr.  Gladstone  has  laid 
•down,  and  this  will  be  the  case,  though  they 
have  rejected  Mr.  Gladstone's  plan  as  danger- 
•ous  and  his  guarantees  as  inadequate." 

We  shall  be  curious  to  see,  when  the 
proposals  for  the  improvement  of 
local  self  -  government  in  Ireland 
-come  before  the  House,  if  this 
promise  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man is  fulfilled  by  his  allies.  Upon 
this  point  I  do  not  admit  that  the 
representation  of  his  views  on  Home 
Rule  by  the  right  hon .  Member  for  Derby 
was  in  any  sense  a  misconception  or 
misrepresentation.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  talked  about  his  plan. 
Which  plan?  I  believe  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman's  pigeon  holes  are 
bulging  with  plans.  Is  it  the  plan 
of  giving  to  Ireland  the  Canadian 
system  of  internal  Government?  Is 
it  the  plan  which  he  told  to 
his  distinguished  friend  of  that  day, 
Mr.  Hurlbert  ?  Is  it  the  plan  which  dis- 
tinguished his  views  from  the  policy  of 
the  right  hon.  Member  for  Midlothian ; 
that  is  to  say,  that  the  Government  in 
Ireland  was  to  be  identical  with  that 
of  the  United  States?  All  we  know 
is  that  when  he  asks  us  what  we 
mean  by  Home  Rule,  I  should  be  at  a 
loss  to  find  a  better  definition  of  it  than 


his  own,  that  if  there  is  to  be  a  substi- 
tute for  the  administration  of  Dublin 
Castle,  it  must  be  subject  to  the 
guarantees  which  Mr.  Gladstone  has 
laid  down.     He  said — 

"You  must  allow  them  to  organise  some 
form  of  Government  What  the  exact  form 
of  Government  is  to  be  concerns  them  much 
more  than  it  does  us.  I  should  think  if  they 
were  anxious  to  be  economical  and  business- 
like, they  would  have  as  little  red  tape  and 
form  as  possible ;  and  they  would  be  satisfied 
with  a  Standing  Committee,  with  a  Council  of 

Ssrmanent  officers  of  some  kind  or  another, 
ut  if  they  thought  they  would  be  better 
served  by  imitating  the  cumbrous  form  of  our 
Parliamentary  Government,  if  they  desired  to 
have  a  Ministry — a  Prime  Minister,  a 
Minister  of  Agriculture,  a  Minister  of  Public 
Works,  a  Minister  of  Education,  and  a  Cabinet 
— all  that  I  can  say  again  is  that  it  seems  to 
me  to  be  a  matter  entirely  for  their  discretion, 
with  which,  at  all  events,  I  have  no  desire  to 
interfere." 

Therefore,  in  1887,  which  was  long  after 
all  disputes  as  to  the  retention  of  Irish 
Members,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
himself  was  in  favour  of  an  Irish  Parlia- 
ment and  an  Irish  Cabinet.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  asks  for 
details,  and  in  connection  with  that 
demand  there  is  a  very  curious  fact. 
He  says  that  they  want  full  knowledge. 
Who  wants  full  knowledge  ?  Rossendale 
does  not  want  full  knowledge.  (Cheers.) 
Rossendale  got  such  knowledge  as  justi- 
fied us  in  claiming  that  election — what- 
ever else  you  say  about  it,  as  must  be 
evident  to  anybody  who  read  the 
speeches  of  my  hon.  Friend  the  new 
Member  for  Rossendale — (cheers) — 
it  justifies  us  in  claiming  that  election 
as  a  triumph  for  Home  Rule.  (Cheers.) 
Was  it  not  fought  upon  Home  Rule  ? 
(Cries  of  "  Yes  !  "  and  cheers.) 

An  hon.  Member  :  But  all  the 
details  were  not  given. 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY  :  You  say  that  all 
the  details  were  not  given.  How  can 
it  be  expected — which  of  you  would 
expect — that  all  the  provisions  of  a  Bill 
are  to  be  produced,  to  be  examined,  to 
be  discussed  and  perfected  upon  a  plat- 
form ?  It  is  without  precedent.  There 
are  two  places  for  the  production,  for 
the  discussion,  for  the  perfection  of 
details  of  any  such  plan  ;  there  is  first 
of  all  the  Cabinet,  and  there  is  secondly 
Parliament.  (Cheers.)  And  the  country 
expects  this  ;  the  country  understands 
this  ;  and  your  charge  as  to  the 
knowledge  of    Rossendale    not    being 
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minute  and  in  detail  is  beside  the 
question.  (Cheers.)  What  that  elec- 
tion means,  and  the  other  elections 
fought  upon  the  same  lines,  is  this.  It 
means  that  the  electors  say,  "  We  accept 
the  principle  that  Ireland  is  to  have  a 
legislative  authority  for  affairs  declared 
by  Parliament  to  be  Irish  affairs ;  we 
un  derstand  you, ' '  they  say  to  the  Leaders 
of  the  Liberal  Party,  "  to  be  prepared  to 
provide  for  Irish  representation  at  West- 
minster ;  we  know  that  the  supremacy 
of  the  Imperial  Parliament  is  to  be 
guarded,  and  we  trust  to  you  to  devise 
a  plan  to  carry  out  these  views,  and  for 
shaping  the  fabric  to  be  raised."  I  do 
not  think  any  gentleman  opposite  can 
contradict  the  position.  It  is  the  position 
in  which  other  matters  have  been  dis- 
cussed in  the  country  and  accepted  by 
the  country,  and  eventually  produced  in 
Parliament.  If  the  constituencies  have 
confidence  in  the  intention,  and  in  the 
ability  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Midlothian,  and  in 
his  colleagues  to  perfect  a  plan  upon 
the  lines  that  our  Party  accept,  and 
which  they  desire  to  see  carried  out, 
why  should  we  listen  to  the  bland  and 
benevolent  demands  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  West  Bir- 
mingham. If  the  Liberal  Party  is  satis- 
fied, why  should  we  depart  from  the 
Constitutional  usage  to  please  the 
little  handful  who  have  quitted 
that  Party.  (Cheers.)  I  know 
as  well  as  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
how  many  difficulties  there  may  be  in 
carrying  out  the  policy  of  Home  Rule. 
This  is  not  the  time  to  examine  that 
matter,  because  I  rather  think  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  the  other 
night  complained  of  a  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman for  introducing  Home  Rule 
into  this  discussion  at  all ;  this  is  not 
the  time  for  going  into  all  the  difficul- 
ties that  may  confront  us  in  regard  to 
Home  Rule.  We  know  these  difficul- 
ties. We  do  not  quail  before  them — and 
when  the  General  Election  comes  we 
shall  then  be  face  to  face  with  you, 
and  you  only,  who  oppose  Home  Rule 
upon  Conservative  principles.  We  shall 
not  be  attacked  by  enemies  in  the 
flank — except  by  speeches — for  the 
Liberal  Unionists  will  have  disappeared. 
The  right  hon. Gentleman  himself  knows, 
and  nobody  better,  what  sort  of  a 
figure  the  Liberal  Unionists   will  cut 
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when   the   issue  is  placed   before  the 
country   of  carrying  this    measure  of 
justice  to  Ireland,  or  of   falling  back 
upon  the  old  position,  which  has  made 
the   Irish  vote  a  dominant   factor  in 
politics.     (Cheers.)    It  is  said  that  yon 
are  going  to  give  to  the  Irish  priest- 
hood the  power  of  governing  Ireland. 
That   was   implied    by   the    Duke   of 
Argyll,  who  said,  "  You  are  going  to 
give    to    the    Irish    priesthood     the 
power  of  returning  the  Irish  Members," 
But  supposing  we  are  swept  from  Par- 
liament at  the  next  General  Election, 
you  will  still  have  the  Irish  Members 
to  deal  with.    The  country  now  under- 
stands the  issue.     If  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  and  his  friends  believe  thai 
we  are  making  promises  which  we  shall 
not  be  able  to  fulfil,  if  they  believe  that 
we  shall  be  brought  face  to  face  with 
difficulties  that  we  cannot  overcome, 
then  the  sooner  they  set  us  face  to  face 
with    the    constituencies    the    better. 
(Cheers.)  And  that  is  a  question  whioa 
the  Government  has  not  thought  fit — 
and  I  do  not  think  we  have  much  right 
to  blame  them — to   disclose  their  in- 
tentions upon;  but  this  is  worth 
membering :  that  Lord  Salisbury 
self  declared,  in  1884,  that  the  Prune 
Minister  "  might  interpose  his  own  will 
between  the  wishes  of  the  country  and 
a  dissolution,   yet  such  a  course  was 
not  a  Constitutional  course ;"  and  tbn* 
is  what  we  say  to  you,  if  there  is  a  pro- 
longation of  this  Parliament  beyond  the 
present  Session,  that  you  will  be  guilty 
of  the  same  breach  of  Constitutional  law 
which  Lord  Salisbury  laid   down   in 
1884.     (Cheers.)     I  am  willing  to  be- 
lieve you  have  no  intention  of  making 
such  a  breach.    But  the   right    hon. 
Gentleman    says    that   we    have    not 
referred      to     dissolution.       I      have 
thought     it     proper    to    make    that 
remark,      and      to      say      that      we 
shall    expect    from     the     right    hon. 
Gentleman    opposite  some    assuranee 
that  the  Constitutional  point  raised  and 
affirmed  by  Lord    Salisbury  in   1884 
will  not  be  evaded  in  their  own  case. 
I  thank  the  House  for  their  attention, 
and  I    believe   I    have    met    all    the 
points  that  are   relevant  to   the  dis- 
cussion. 

(6.10.)  Mr.  JOHN  E.  REDMOND 
(Waterford) :  I  have  not  risen  for  tbfr 
purpose  of  replying  to  the  right 
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Gentleman  the  Member  for  West  Bir- 
mingham ;  nor  do  I  intend  to  refer  to 
the  topics  discussed  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down.  I 
recognise  the  grave  importance  of  those 
topics,  and  when  the  proper  time  comes, 
as  probably  it  will  come  very  soon, 
Irish  Members  will  be  called  Upon  to 
express  their  opinion  as  to  the  necessity 
of  the  Liberal  Party  dealing  more  in 
detail  with  proposals  for  Home 
Rule.  I  do  not  rise  now  for  the  pur- 
pose of  discussing  these  topics  to-night, 
for  I  recognise  that  they  must  furnish 
material  for  many  debates  during  the 
Session  upon  which  we  have  just 
entered.  I  propose,  with  the  permission 
of  the  House,  to  divert  the  discussion 
into  another  channel,  and  to  move  an 
Amendment  of  which  I  have  already 
given  notice.  It  is  to  add  at  the  end 
of  the  Address — 

"  And  we  humbly  represent  to  your  Majesty 
that  the  time  has  come  when  the  cases  of  all 
prisoners  convicted  under  the  '  Treason  Felony 
Act,'  who  are,  and  have  been,  for  many  years 
undergoing  punishment  for  offences  arising 
out  of  insurrectionary  movements  connected 
with  Ireland,  may  be  advantageously  re-con- 
sidered, with  a  view  to  the  speedy  release  of 
these  prisoners." 

I  do  not  think  that  it  will  be 
necessary  to  make  any  apology  for 
introducing,  at  this  early  stage  of  the 
Session,  a  Motion  for  dealing  with 
the  amnesty  of  the  prisoners  convicted 
under  the  "  Treason  Felony  Act."  The 
prisoners  to  whom  the  Motion  refers 
number  16,  and  they  were  convicted 
under  circumstances  that  justify  us  in 
asking  for  their  release ;  they  are 
prisoners  convicted  of  political  offences, 
and  I  ask  the  House  to  agree  with  me 
that  it  is  inexpedient  that  they  should 
be  further  punished ;  and  that,  seeing 
that  the  liberty,  and,  perhaps,  the  lives 
of  these  16  men  are  at  stake ;  that  the 
feeling  of  large  masses  of  the  Irish 
people  are  aroused  upon  this  matter; 
that  serious  doubt  exists  as  to  the  guilt 
of  these  prisoners,  whether  I  am  not 
justified  in  appealing  to  the  House  of 
Commons  for  the  principle  of  fair 
play  being  extended  to  them.  Last 
year  I  directed  the  attention  of 
the  House  to  the  case  of  John 
Daly  and  of  Egan,  and  I  went  into 
some  detail  in  regard  to  their  cases. 
To-night  I  propose  to  deal  entirely,  and 
by  way  of  illustration,  with  the  cases 

VOL.  I.         [new  series.] 


of  those  two  men.  And  let  me  first 
say  upon  what  grounds  I  base  my 
claims  for  reconsideration.  I  base  my 
claims  for  amnesty  upon  three  grounds, 
and  I  submit  that  if  I  establish  any  one 
of  the  three  grounds  it  will  be  sufficient 
for  proving  the  necessity  of  reconsidera- 
tion. I  say,  first,  that  these  are 
political  offenders,  and  that  being 
political  offenders  it  is  expedient  to 
amnesty  them.  Secondly,  I  say  that 
the  convictions  were  wrong,  and  that 
in  all  the  cases  the  convictions  were 
obtained  under  circumstances  which 
render  it  desirable  that  the  punishment 
should  be  curtailed.  Thirdly,  I  base 
my  claim  upon  the  fact  that  the  prison 
treatment  meted  out  to  these  men  has 
been  excessive,  and  has  intensified 
the  tortures  of  penal  servitude  because 
of  the  political  offence  of  which 
they  were  convicted.  I  will  only 
trespass  for  a  short  time  upon 
the  indulgence  of  the  House  in 
endeavouring  to  establish  my  case 
as  based  upon  those  three  grounds. 
First,  are  they  political  offenders  ? 
The  House  will  note  that  in  the 
Amendment  I  submit  to  the  House 
and  speak  of  these  prisoners  as  prisoners 
convicted  under  the  Treason  Felony 
Act,  and  who  are,  and  have  been  for 
many  years,  undergoing  imprisonment 
for  participation  in  insurrectionary 
movements  in  Ireland.  Last  year  there 
was  a  Eeturn  presented  to  Parliament 
of  the  names  and  sentences  of  all  these 
men.  I  find  that  there  are  16  of 
these  prisoners,  and  that  the  whole  16 
were  convicted  under  the  Treason 
Felony  Act — that  is,  of  having  taken 
part  in  a  conspiracy  "  to  levy  war 
against  the  Queen  and  to  subvert  the 
Empire."  I  know  it  is  said  of  these 
men  that  they  are  dynamitards,  and 
I  know  that  prejudice  has  been  raised 
against  them  by  their  being  so-called. 
Now,  it  is  unnecessary  for  us  to  say 
that  we  have  no  desire  to  palliate 
offences  known  as  dynamite  outrages. 
Those  offences  were  not  only  stupid, 
but  they  were  intensely  criminal.  The 
point  I  wish  to  make  is  that  not  a 
single  one  of,  these  prisoners  was  con- 
victed of  any  dynamite  outrage  what- 
ever. In  1863,  at  the  instance  of  the 
Member  for  Derby,  the  Explosives  Act 
was  passed  for  the  purpose  of  dealing 
with  dynamite  outrages.     Now,   that 
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Act  was  not  put  into  force  with 
reference  to  any  one  of  these  men; 
it  was  not  put  into  force,  because 
the  evidence  which  had  aroused 
a  certain  amount  of  suspicion  in  refer- 
ence to  their  cases,  was  not  strong 
enough  to  obtain  a  conviction  under  it. 
The  course  of  procedure  of  the  Crown 
was  that,  having  got  sufficient  evidence 
for  suspicion  against  these  men,  they 
hounded  back  into  the  lives  of  each  and 
all  of  them,  for  the  purpose  of  ascer- 
taining whether  they  in  their  youth, 
and  so  far  back  as  in  1867,  had  not 
been  members  of  the  Fenian  Brother- 
hood ;  and  this  was  when  some  of  the 
leaders  of  the  Fenian  movement  had 
been  amnestied,  and  when  some  of 
them  were  actually  sitting  upon  the 
Benches  of  this  House.  They  were 
in  fact  convicted  and  sentenced 
simply  because  they  had  been  sus- 
pected of  dynamite  outrages.  Take 
the  case  of  Daly.  The  indictment 
against  Daly  was  not  an  indict- 
ment for  a  dynamite  outrage ;  it  was 
not  an  indictment  under  the  Explosives 
Act ;  he  was  convicted  for  having  been 
a  Fenian  from  the  year  1867,  and  for  a 
number  of  years  afterwards.  In  order 
to  make  that  point  plain  to  the  House 
it  is  only  necessary  to  go  to  the  account 
of  the  trial.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Bury  explained 
the  charge,  as  what  is  known 
in  legal  language  as  Treason  Felony ; 
and  of  levying  war  and  raising  a  con- 
spiracy against  the  Queen  in  these 
realms.    But  Sir  Henry  James  said — 

"  Tbey  had  to  go  back  to  1868 ;  and  cer- 
tainly at  that  time  an  association  had  been 
formed  called  the  Irish  Republican  Brother- 
hood, tbe  object  of  which  was  to  levy  war  and 
to  establish  an  Irish  Republic." 

And  then  he  goes  on  to  say,  in  a  long 
passage  to  explain  the  accountability 
of  the  prisoner,  and  as  to  certain  docu- 
ments in  his  possession  as  proof  of  his 
having  taken  part  in  the  conspiracy. 
The  learned  Judge,  in  delivering  sen- 
tence, said — 

"  The  prisoner  has  been  convicted  of  having 
conspired  to  sever  Ireland  from  these 
dominions,  and  nobody  who  perused  the 
documents  could  come  to  any  other  conclusion 
than  that  a  wide-spread  conspiracy  existed  for 
that  purpose." 

Now,  neither  in  the  indictment  nor  in 

the  speeches  of  counsel  for  the  Grown, 

nor  in  the  declaration  of  the  Judge 
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was  the  case  treated  as  other  than  as 
a  political  offence — for  having  taking 
part    in    a    conspiracy    to    raise   in- 
surrection in  Ireland.     In  the  case  of 
Daly,  and  of  Egan  who  was  tried  at  the 
same  time,  they  were  not  convicted  of 
a  dynamite  offence.  Daly  was  suspected 
of    connection     with     dynamite,     but 
convicted  of  a  political  offence,  and  I 
submit  that  he  ought  to  have  got  the 
benefit  that  might  arise  from   the  fact 
that  he  was  held  to  be    a    political 
offender.     The    evidence  that   he  was 
a  political  offender  goes  back  to  1868. 
This  was  an  old,  it  was  a  stale,  charge 
for  there  are  thousands  and  thousands 
walking  about  in  the  light  of  day  in 
Ireland    and    there    are,    I     believe, 
Members  in  this  House,  against  whom 
an  offence  of  twenty  years  ago  might 
be  adduced  such  as  that  which  led  to 
the    conviction    of    John   Daly.      No 
doubt    the    conviction    is    technically 
right,     but    what      I     urge     is     thai 
you     should    give    him    the    benefit 
of  the  fact  of  his  having  been   con- 
victed of  a  political  offence.     He  was 
convicted  upon  evidence  of  an  informer 
brought  from  Sligo.  There  was  evidence 
given  of  his  connection  with  the  Fenian 
Movement  in    1868    and    1883,    and, 
having  been  convicted,   he  was    sen- 
tenced to  penal  servitude  for  life ;  and 
the  facts  show  that  in  his  case,  as  in 
all  the  others,  they  were  convicted  of 
having  been  guilty  of  political  offences. 
I  submit  that  the  cases  of  these  men, 
every  one  of  whom,  with  one  excep- 
tion,  was   sentenced  to    penal   servi- 
tude for  life,  therefore  demands  re-con- 
sideration at  the  hands  of  the  House. 
I  know  that  the  answer  will  be  that 
the  sentences  were  large  because  they 
were  dynamitards.    They  were  arrested 
and    tried   for    treason    felony,  for  a 
political  offence,  and  having  been  con- 
victed of  a  political  offence  they  were 
sentenced  as  dynamitards ;  and  I  say 
that  establishes  a  strong  case  why  these 
sentences   should  be  re-considered  by 
the   Government.    The  cases  I  have 
quoted  of    Daly  and  Egan  are  only 
sample  cases.      The  same  is  true  of  aU 
the  16    men,    and    I    claim    without 
going  elaborately  into  the  cases  that  I 
have  shown  that  these  men  were  con* 
victed  of  political  offences,  and  that  it 
is  only  fair  and  just  that  the  question 
of  their  continued  incarceration  should 
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be  judged  as  the  consideration  of  the 
cases  of  men  who  were  so  convicted  and 
not  of  the  case  of  the  men  who  were 
convicted  of  the  dynamite  outrages ; 
and  I  would  seriously  ask  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Home  Secretary, 
and  I  would  seriously  ask  the  House  of 
Commons  whether  they  think  that 
anything  is  to  be  gained  for  the 
Empire,  for  the  internal  peace  of  these 
countries,  for  the  cause  of  the 
Union,  if  you  like,  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland  by  prolonging  the 
punishment  which  has  already 
•existed  in  the  case  of  these  men  so  con- 
victed of  nine  years  in  some  cases  and 
of  eight  in  others,  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  for  years  and  years  ago  amnesty 
has  been  granted  for  every  political 
offender  imprisoned  in  these  cases,  and 
in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  dynamite 
conspiracy  for  suspicion  of  which  these 
men  were  imprisoned  is  absolutely  as 
-everybody  knows  dead  and  gone.  I 
would  further  ask  the  Government  to 
consider  what  has  been  the  effect  of 
every  act  of  amnesty  that  this  country 
has  extended  towards  political  offenders. 
If  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  were  in  a 
position  to  show  that  amnesties  to  similar 
offenders  in  the  past  had  been  attended 
with  bad  results  he  might  have  some 
reason  for  opposition  to  the  Motion  I 
make ;  but  I  think  he  will  admit  that 
the  amnesty  which  was  granted  in  past 
days  so  far  from  leading  to  renewed 
-conspiracies  has,  in  the  cases  of  all  the 
individuals  who  were  amnestied,  led  to 
a  better  state  of  feeling  towards  this 
country  and  this  Empire.  Now,  the 
second  ground  upon  which  I  rest 
my  claim  for  the  amnesty  of 
these  men  is  that  in  some  of 
the  cases  the  convictions  are  tainted 
with  the  very  gravest  suspicion.  First 
of  all,  I  desire  to  point  out  that  these 
convictions  were  obtained  at  a  time  of 
passion  and  prejudice  in  this  country. 
Everybody  will  remember  the  excited 
state,  the  naturally  excited  state  if  you 
like,  of  public  opinion  when  criminal 
efforts  were  made  to  injure  public 
buildings  and  others  by  the  use  of 
explosives  in  the  streets  of  this  Metro- 
polis, and  everyone  must  remember  the 
denunciations  in  the  Press  towards 
-everything  Irish  and  everybody  who 
happened  to  be  in  Ireland  ;  and  I  assert 
without  bringing  any  accusation  against 


the  fairness  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  Bury,  and  the 
other  eminent  Counsel  who  conducted 
these  cases  for  the  Crown,  and  without 
making  any  accusation  against  the  fair- 
ness of  the  Judges — I  think  I  may  fairly 
say  that  any  man  who  was  accused  of 
dynamite  offences  and  who  had  been 
tried  for  treason  felony  was  called  a 
dynamitard  in  England :  men  who  had 
suspicion  raised  against  them  could  not 
expect,  and  did  not  receive  from  English 
jurors,  that  fair  play  which,  under  ordi- 
nary circumstances,  they  would  receive 
from  the  hands  of  jurors  in  this 
country.  Take  again  the  case  of  Daly 
and  Egan.  What  is  the  story  of  Daly  ? 
He  was  a  man  with  whom  very  many 
men  who  sit  around  me  in  this  House 
were  very  intimately  acquainted  for 
many  years.  He  was  a  man  who 
played  an  important  part  in  the  public 
life  of  Ireland.  He  was  a  man  who 
held  extreme  opinions.  He  was  a  man 
with  whom  many  of  us  here  may  have 
disagreed  on  many  points ;  but  I  appeal 
to  every  man  who  is  listening  to  me, 
who  knew  Daly  personally,  or  who 
knew  him  through  others,  to  bear  me 
out  when  I  say  that  through  all  the 
troublous  times  of  the  past  he  bore 
the  character  of,  and  remained,  an 
honourable  man.  He  was  a  compara- 
tively young  man  and  a  man  of  great 
intelligence.  He  belonged  to  the 
Fenian  organisation,  but  it  is  notorious 
that  at  all  times  he  protested  vehe- 
mently against  anything  in  the  shape 
of  outrage,  of  assassination,  or  of 
murder.  In  1883  John  Daly  went  to 
America,  and  this  dynamitard  who 
was  to  eke  out  the  rest  of  his  days 
in  Portland  Gaol  was  hunted 
out  of  America  by  a  section  who  were 
advocating  dynamite  in  America — by 
O'Donovon  Bossa  and  others  who 
denounced  him  in  their  newspapers 
and  hunted  him  out  of  America.  He 
came  back  to  England  and  took  up  his 
quarters  in  Birmingham  in  the  house 
of  an  old  schoolfellow  and  friend,  and 
he  remained  there  from  the  11th  of 
October  till  the  9th  of  April 
following ;  and  at  the  trial  the 
inspector  of  police,  who  gave 
evidence  against  Daly,  said  that  during 
all  that  time  he  was  followed  day  and 
night,  and  never  lost  sight  of  by  the 
police,  and  the  police  never  saw  him 
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do  anything  suspicious ;  but  suddenly 
he  was  arrested  in  Liverpool  on  the 
11th  of  April — arrested  under  circum- 
stances so  extraordinary  that  I  say,  if 
they  stood  alone,  they  would  consti- 
tute a  justification  for  my  claim  that 
his  case  should  be  re-considered.  On 
the  9th  of  April  he  received  a  telegram 
from  a  man  in  Liverpool  who  had  been 
an  old  friend  and  confidant  of  his.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  knows  his  name, 
He  asked  him  to  go  to  Liverpool.  He 
went  on  the  9th  of  April  from  Birming- 
ham to  Wolverhampton,  and  from 
thence  to  Liverpool ;  and  the  evidence 
of  the  police  examined  in  the  case  is 
that  when  he  arrived  in  Liverpool  pn 
the  9th  of  April  the  detectives  lost 
sight  of  him.  They  did  not  know 
where  he  went ;  for  two  days  he  was 
absolutely  out  of  their  sight,  and  for  all 
they  knew  he  might  have  left  the  city. 
But  suddenly,  at  eight  o'clock  on  the 
morning  of  the  11th  of  April,  he  went 
to  the  railway  station  at  Birkenhead  to 
get  a  ticket,  and  when  he  walked  into 
the  booking  office  carrying  with  him  a 
brown  paper  parcel,  which  had  been 
handed  to  him  half  an  hour  before  by 
this  very  man,  whose  name  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  knows,  who  was  never 
arrested,  who  left  the  country  and  was 
never  heard  of  since — when  he  went 
into  that  station  at  8  o'clock  that 
morning  he  found  the  police  to  the 
number  of  25  in  that  place  surrounding 
the  booking  office,  one  with  a  black 
bag  ready  to  carry  away  the  parcel, 
and  another  with  hand-cuffs  and  so  on, 
and  he  was  arrested  on  the  spot.  And 
Constable  Humphries,  of  the  Boyal  Irish 
Constabulary,  who  effected  the  arrest, 
was  asked  at  the  trial  by  Daly,  who 
defended  himself,  why  he  arrested  him, 
as  Inspector  Stroud  had  sworn  that 
during  the  seven  months  he  followed 
him  night  and  day  he  never  saw  him 
doing  anything  suspicious ;  and  the 
answer  Humphries  gave  was — "  Oh, 
we  saw  your  pockets  bulky  and  we 
arrested  you  in  consequence."  Now, 
at  the  trial  all  the  attempts  made  by 
Daly,  and  necessarily  they  were  clumsy 
attempts,  to  trace  up  this  matter  of 
the  man  who  gave  him  the  package 
were  peremptorily  stopped  by  the  Judge, 
on  the  objeotion  taken  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentlemen  the  Member  for  Bury. 
Under  these  circumstances  I  claim  that 
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if  the  case  of  Daly  stood  there  alone  i 
sufficient  case  would  have  been  made 
for  the  gravest  suspicions  as  to  whether 
his  connection  with  this  parcel  was  not 
part  of  a  deliberate  plot  on  the  part  of 
the  Irish  police  who  were  at  that  time 
in  London  and  other  parts  of  England, 
for  the  purpose  of  hunting  out  this 
dynamite  conspiracy.  But  the  case 
does  not  stop  there.  The  case  de- 
veloped two  or  three  years  after  his 
conviction  in  a  manner  which  burly 
startled  anybody  who  took  any  interest 
in  it,  because  a  charge  of  the  most 
horrible  character  was  made  against 
the  Irish  police,  and  an  accusation  was 
made  by  an  English  gentleman  of 
high  official  position,  occupying  the 
position  of  chief  of  the  police  in  the 
important  town  of  Birmingham,  Mr. 
Farndale ;  by  a  man  who  had  been  in 
control  of  the  detectives  during  these 
seven  months,  who  had  been  watching 
Daly.  It  was  the  statement  of  a  man 
who  knew  what  he  was  talking  about, 
and  knew  of  the  efforts  to  take  Daly, 
in  this  conspiracy  net,  and  a  gentle- 
man who  having  made  this  accusation 
stood  by  it,  and,  as  far  as  I  have  infor- 
mation, stands  by  it.  He  is  still  a 
trusted  official  of  the  Government,  and 
entrusted  with  the  highly  important 
duties  which  belong  to  the  office  he 
holds.  What  was  his  statement  ?  He 
made  the  statement  first  to  an  Alderman 
of  the  City  of  Birmingham,  called 
Man  ton ,  and  then  he  made  the  statement 
to  the  Watch  Committee  in  the  City 
of  Birmingham,  and  his  statement 
in  a  sentence  was  this,  that  he  was 
determined  to  rest  no  longer  with  this 
load  upon  his  conscience  and  mind  of 
the  knowledge  which  he  possessed  of 
the  way  in  which  this  parcel  of  explo- 
sives had  been  planted  on  Daly's  per- 
son, and  he  solemnly  made  the  accusa- 
tion that  that  parcel  had  been  planted 
on  Daly  by  an  agent  in  the  pay  of  the 
Irish  police,  that  that  agent  had  been 
receiving  the  pay  of  the  Government 
for  a  considerable  time  before  thia 
transaction,  that  these  explosives  were 
actually  bought  and  supplied  by  the 
Government  through  the  agency  of  the 
Irish  police,  and  that  agent  of  th» 
Government  the  right  hon.  Gentlemen 
knows,  and  he  has  left  the  country. 
and  he  handed  the  parcel  to  Daly  ban- 
an-hour  before  he  was  arrested.    The 
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man  who  handed  the  parcel  to  Daly 

told  the  police  to  bring  their  men  to 

Birkenhead   and   wait   for   Daly,   and 

then   the   man   disappeared.     Here  is 

the  statement.  The  words  of  Alderman 

Manton  in  a  letter  addressed  on  the 

6th  October,   1887,  to  the  right  hon. 

Gentleman  the  Home  Secretary  — 

"  Mr.  Farndale  swore  on  oath — Mr.  Manton, 
you  will  be  surprised  when  I  tell  yon  that  the 
explosives  found  on  Daly  were  planted  on  him 
by  the  police  .  .  .  Mr.  Farndale  replied, 
'  really  so ! '  I  said  to  him  *  are  you  absolutely 
«ure  ? '  Mr.  Farndale  said  '  I  am,  and  I  pro- 
mise you  that  I  will  never  engage  in  another 
*uch  a  business  as  long  as  I  live, 

That  statement  was  brought  under  the 
Attention  of  the  Government  and  the 
Home  Secretary,  and  I  would  seriously 
ask  the  House   of  Commons  to  con- 
sider for  one   moment   what  a  grave 
accusation  that  was  to  bring,  and  what 
a  terrible   position  it    was    which    it 
placed  all  those  who  were  responsible 
tor    the    administration   of  justice  in 
these  matters.  What  did  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  do  ?      He  told  us  in   the 
last  debate  he  sent  for  Mr.  Farndale, 
and  though  he  had  a  private  investi- 
gation he  refused  to  tell  us  anything 
about  the  investigation,  he  refused  to 
tell   us   what   evidence    was    adduced 
there   and   whether  it    was    evidence 
taken   upon   oath.     In  fact,  we  know 
absolutely   nothing  about   the  private 
investigation    except    this,    that     the 
right  hon.    Gentleman    says   he,   the 
Home     Secretary,    convinced    himself 
that   Mr.    Farndale    was    wrong.      I 
asked  him   did  the  investigation  con- 
vince Mr.  Farndale  that  he  was  wrong. 
He  said — "  No,"  and  there  the  matter 
rests.     An    investigation   is  held  into 
this  terrible  charge,   the  investigation 
-ends    by    the    Home    Secretary   con- 
vincing himself   that    the    accusation 
was  untrue,  and  Mr.  Farndale  remain- 
ing in  the  same  position,  and  Daly  is 
left  these  years  to  rot  in  gaol  under 
this   accusation.     I    submit   that   this 
investigation   of  the   Home   Secretary 
leaves  this  matter  in  a  most  unsatis- 
factory     position.      The     right     hon. 
Gentleman   says  he    thinks   that  the 
horrible   accusation  against  the  police 
was  all  wrong  but  he  still  continues  in 
a  responsible  position    the    man   who 
made    such      a    horrible    accusation 
and  who    will    still  persists  that  the 
accusation  is  true.    I  venture  to  submit 


that  the  question  is  an  extraordinary  one 
at  the  very  least,  and  all  I  ask  from  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  is  that  he  may 
institute  something  like  a  real  and  bond 
fide    investigation    into    this     matter. 
Chief  Constable  Farndale  was  the  only 
police  official  in  a  responsible  position 
who  was  not  called  at  the  trial.    If 
Chief    Constable    Farndale    had  been 
called  and  like  a  truthful  and  honest 
man  had  stated  in  the  box  what  he 
stated  afterwards,  do  you  believe  that 
any  jury  of   Englishmen  would  have 
convicted    Daly?    No.     Under    these 
circumstances,  is  it  too  much  for  us  to 
ask  if  you  would  institute  a  fresh  in- 
vestigation into  this  case  ?     My  friend 
reminds  me  there  might  have  been  a 
verdict  of  treason  felony,  notwithstand- 
ing   Chief    Constable    Farndale's  evi- 
dence.    I  do  not    believe  that  there 
would.     I  believe  that  if  Chief  Con- 
stable Farndale  had   given  that    evi- 
dence, the  jury  would  have  been  so 
disgusted  that  they  would  have  refused 
to  find  any  verdict  whatever  for  the 
Crown.     Does  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man not  think  for  the  sake  of  satis- 
fying the  minds  of  large  masses  of  the 
Irish  people  who  know  Daly,  and  from 
their  knowledge  of  him  know  him  to 
be  incapable  of  being  a  dynamitard, 
does  he  not  think  that,  after  what  has 
taken  place,  for  the  sake  of  satisfying 
their  minds  and  for  the  sake  of   the 
purity  of  the  administration  of  justice 
in  England  he  ought  to  grant  a  new  in- 
vestigation ?  We  believe  that  no  matter 
how    bitter    an   enemy  of    your  rule 
in  Ireland  Daly  may  have  been  that  he 
was  not  an    assassin,    and    was    not 
implicated  in  this  plot ;  and  strong  in 
that  belief  we  urge  upon  you  in  the 
name  of  justice  to    grant    this    man 
another  investigation.     Now,   what   I 
said  of  Daly  I  can  say  of  all  the  others 
in  the  list.  Yet  a  still  harder  case  than 
of  Daly  is  the  case  of  James  Egan. 
Egan  was  convicted  solely,  just  as  in 
the  case  of  Daly,  so  far  as  proof  goes, 
of  being  a  Fenian.     But  there  was  this 
difference  between  the  two  cases,  that 
whereas  it  was  shown  that  Daly  had 
been  in  communication  within  recent 
years  with  men  supposed  to  have  been 
connected  with  the  Fenian  Conspiracy, 
it  was  shown  conclusively  that  since 
the  year  1875  Egan  had  no  connection 
with  the  Fenian  Organisation    what- 
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ever.  He  was  tried  in  1884.  It  was 
shown  that  he  had  been  a  Fenian 
before  1875 — nine  years  before.  During 
that  period  of  nine  years  there  was  not 
one  tittle  of  evidence  to  show  that 
Egan  had  ever  been  a  Fenian,  or  con- 
nected with  the  Fenian  Organisation. 
So  far  as  evidence  raising  suspicion  is 
concerned,  there  is  only  one  piece  of 
evidence  against  Egan — namely,  that 
there  was  found  in  the  corner  of  a 
large  garden  at  the  back  of  his 
house  a  little  bottle,  I  believe  only 
about  an  inch  long,,  containing  a 
small  quantity  of  nitro-giycerine, 
and  Daly  declared  in  the  most  solemn 
way  that  it  was  he  who  buried  the 
bottle  in  Egan's  garden.  No  doubt 
was  expressed  during  the  trial  as 
to  the  truth  of  that  statement,  and 
the  Judge  in  sentencing  Egan  said 
that  while  it  was  clear  upon  the 
evidence  that  he  ought  to  be  convicted 
as  a  Fenian,  there  was  a  shadow  of  a 
doubt  as  to  his  guilt  as  a  dynamiter. 
Well,  if  there  was  a  shadow  of  a  doubt 
in  Egan's  case  as  to  the  suspicion  of 
dynamite,  surely  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Home  Secretary  might  fairly 
re-oonsider  Egan's  case,  seeing  that  he 
has  now  served  eight  years  of  torture 
in  Portland  and  in  Chatham.  Egan's 
case  is  the  hardest  of  all  the  prisoners 
convicted  of  treason-felony.  The  mere 
fact  that  the  convict  Daly  lodged  in 
Egan's  house  is  no  proof  of  Egan's 
complicity  in  Daly's  crime.  I  have 
seen  him,  owing  to  the  spirit  of  courtesy 
of  the  light  hon.  Gentleman  the  Home 
Secretary,  who  has  given  me  most 
ample  opportunity  for  seeing  the 
prisoners.  I  desire  to  thank  him 
publicly  for  his  courtesy.  I  have  seen 
Egan  and  I  have  seen  something  of  his 
life.  He  was  a  man  of  absolutely 
blameless  life,  a  man  who  by  years  of 
industry  had  raised  himself  to  a 
position  of  trust  in  Birmingham. 
There  was  absolutely  nothing  against 
him  except  this  misfortune.  Daly, 
whom  the  Irish  police  had  determined 
to  drag,  by  fair  or  by  foul  means,  into 
their  net,  unfortunately  went  to  lodge  in 
the  house  of  his  old  friend  Egan. 
From  that  moment  suspicion  was 
raised  against  Egan.  The  police  went 
down  to  the  garden  and  found  there 
the  bottle  containing  the  nitro- 
glycerine and  they  knew  that  Egan, 
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like  Daly,  had  been  a  Fenian.  Egan 
is  a  delicate  man,  and  the  life  that  he 
and  the  others  are  leading  is  killing 
them.  It  is  impossible  to  see  them 
month  after  month  without  seeing  that 
they  are  dying  almost  before  one's  face. 
In  the  case  of  Daly  I  appeal  to  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  for  a  re-investi- 
gation. In  the  case  of  Egan  I  appeal 
for  a  re-consideration  of  the  sentence — 
as  to  whether  nine  years  of  torture  in 
Portland  is  not  enough  for  having  given 
shelter  to  his  friend  Daly  for  seven 
months  in  one  year.  There  are,  in  all, 
sixteen  cases ;  there  was  suspicion  of 
dynamite  in  all ;  there  was  a  convic- 
tion for  treason  in  all.  I  cannot  possibly 
deal  with  the  whole  of  the  sixteen 
cases,  and  I  have  mentioned  these  two 
as  samples.  Sir,  I  think  I  have  shown, 
firstly,  that  these  men  are  entitled  to 
be  treated  as  political  offenders ;  and* 
secondly,  that  with  reference  to  some: 
of  the  cases  there  are  circumstances  of 
suspicion  which  ought  to  give  rise  to  a 
consideration  of  their  cases.  I  come  to 
the  last  ground  on  which  I  base  my 
appeal.  The  prison  treatment  to  which 
these  men  have  been  subjected  is  cruel 
in  the  extreme.  I  do  not  make  any 
accusation  against  the  prison  officials,. 
but  what  I  complain  of  is  that  within 
the  rules — without  breaking  one  of 
them — these  men  have  been  subjected 
to  a  course  of  treatment  which  make* 
penal  servitude  a  far  greater  torture 
than  it  is  to  convicts  in  ordinary 
establishments.  Daly,  moreover,  was 
poisoned  accidentally  on  three  occasion* 
in  gaol.  He  was  told  he  was  dying,. 
and  he  believed  he  was  dying.  On  one 
of  those  occasions  he  made  a  very 
touching  declaration,  which  is  recorded! 
in  the  Blue  Book,  declaring  the  abso- 
lute innocence  of  Egan  of  any  know- 
ledge of  the  bottle  in  the  garden,  or  of 
his  (Daly's)  political  opinions.  No 
authority  is  given  to  endanger  a  man'* 
life  when  he  is  sent  to  penal  servitude, 
and,  therefore,  the  fact  that  he  has 
been  poisoned  on  three  occasions  should 
be  taken  into  account.  Now,  though 
I  would  be  sorry  to  outstep  the  limits 
of  the  courtesy  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man, or  to  abuse  the  privileges  he  has 
extended  to  me,  I  should  like  to  say 
something  as  to  the  system  of  treat- 
ment to  which  these  prisoners  are  sub- 
jected.    One  thing  that  renders  convict 
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life  more  easy  after  a  while  is  that  if 
the  convict  behaves  himself  well  he  is 
taught  some  kind  of  trade,  and  by 
degrees  will  get  skilful  in  that  trade 
and  take  an  interest  in  it,  and  it  is 
manifest  that  working  in  association, 
the  men  mid  a  new  interest  in  life, 
which  enables  them  to  pass  their  days 
better  than  they  otherwise  would.  In 
the  case  of  these  Irish  prisoners  there 
has  been  an  exception.  They  have 
never  been  allowed  to  learn  a  trade. 
They  have  been  kept  apart  from  all 
other  prisoners.  In  Portland  they  are 
kept  in  what  are  called  penal  cells, 
originally  built  for  refractory  prisoners, 
the  windows  of  which  are  covered  with 
perforated  iron,  so  that  they  cannot 
get  so  much  as  glimpse  of  the  sky. 
They  are  kept  for  sixteen  and  a  half 
hours  in  these  cells,  and  for  six  and  a 
half  hours  they  are  put  to  work,  not  in 
a  room  or  in  the  open  air,  but  in  a  dark 
corridor  leading  from  one  part  of  the 
prison  to  another.  There  they  are 
employed  chopping  sticks,  pumping 
water,  and  mending  old  flannel  shirts. 
Only  one  hour  per  day  is  allowed  them 
for  exercise — for  fresh  air.  On  the 
whole  case,  I  submit  that  these  men 
were  convicted  as  political  offenders;  that 
as  such  their  cases  ought  to  be  recon- 
sidered ;  that  as  to  some  cases  there  is 
doubt  as  to  their  conviction,  and  that 
these  should  be  specially  considered; 
and  finally  with  reference  to  all  the 
cases,  the  punishment  meted  out  has 
been  of  a  peculiarly  savage  and  terrible 
character.  There  is  in  Ireland  a  wide- 
spread feeling  in  favour  of  the  men, 
and  I  sincerely  trust  that  in  the  claim 
I  make  for  the  reconsideration  of  their 
cases  I  will  have  the  support  of  all 
sections  of  this  House.  I  hope  the 
Nationalist  representatives  will  speak 
to-night  with  a  united  voice.  Finally, 
Sir,  I  would  ask,  What  is  to  be  gained  by 
keeping  these  men  in  prison?  Abso- 
lutely nothing.  This  dynamite  scare  is 
dead.  Its  folly,  its  wickedness,  its 
absolute  uselessness  has  been  proved 
before  the  whole  world.  Any  further 
detention  of  these  men  will  amount  to 
vindictiveness  and  cruelty.  On  the 
other  hand  what  is  to  be  gained  by 
releasing  them  ?  It  always  adds  to  the 
strength  of  the  strong  to  be  merciful. 
An  exhibition  of  clemency  never  en- 
dangered authority  in  this  or  any  other 


country  in  the  world.  The  aet  of 
clemency  for  which  I  now  ask  will  for 
ever  redound  to  the  honour  of  thig 
country,  and  I  appeal  to  the  House,  to 
rise  above  the  prejudices  and  the 
passions  which  surround  this  question 
and  to  send  a  message  of  peace 
and  forgiveness  which  I  believe 
will  find  a  responsive  echo  in  the 
hearts  of  the  Irish  people  throughout 
the  world,  and  which  will  do  more  to 
strengthen  your  Empire  and  to  prevent 
the  recurrence  of  such  conspiracies 
than  any  exhibition  of  vindictiveness 
and  cruelty. 
*(7.20.)  The  SECRETARY  op 
STATE  fob  the  HOME  DEPART- 
MENT (Mr.  Matthews,  Birmingham, 
E.) :  Mr.  Speaker,  I  think  no  one 
can  complain  of  the  tone  and  spirit 
in  which  the  hon.  Gentleman  has 
presented  his  case  to  the  House. 
I  must,  however,  decline  to  follow  the 
hon.  Member  into  his  narrative  of 
prison  treatment.  I  am  sure  he  must 
see  and  feel  it  is  quite  impossible  that 
details  of  prison  discipline  can  be  use- 
fully, and  indeed,  truthfully,  discussed 
between  a  prisoner  and  his  private 
friend,  and  if  I  decline  to  deal  with 
any  complaint  not  made  through  the 
constituted  authority,  I  do  not  in  the 
least  complain  of  what  the'  hon. 
Gentleman  said.  He  said  he  did  not 
charge  the  prison  authorities  with 
harshness  or  injustice.  In  a  recent 
inquiry  it  was  shown  that  the  treat- 
ment of  the  Irish  prisoners  differed  in 
no  respect  from  that  of  any  other  con- 
vict having  received  a  similar  sentence, 
and  undergoing  it  in  the  same  prison. 
If  the  House  is  of  opinion  that  the 
treatment  of  convict  prisoners  is  too 
severe  and  requires  to  be  overhauled, 
that  is  a  matter  upon  which  I  am  per- 
fectly ready  to  enter;  but  to  discuss  the 
system  of  convict  treatment  and  con- 
vict discipline  as  a  bye-question 
in  a  debate  of  this  sort  would  be 
highly  undesirable.  The  other  two 
points  raised  by  the  hon.  Member 
fully  deserve  an  answer.  The  hon. 
Member  in  an  extremely  ingenious 
argument  contended  that  the  whole  of 
the  sixteen  prisoners,  whose  names 
were  mentioned  in  the  Return  laid  on 
the  Table  of  the  House  last  year,  are 
political  prisoners  because  their  con- 
viction was  for  treason-felony.     I  must 
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absolutely  take  exception  to  that.  I 
allege  that  every  one  of  these  sixteen 
prisoners  is  a  dynamite  prisoner 
having  been  found  guilty  of  dynamite 
offences,  upon  which  their  conviction 
proceeded.  The  hon.  Gentleman  was 
entitled  to  urge  that  technically  and 
in  legal  parlance  their  offence  was 
treason-felony,  but  he  overlooked  the 
fact  that  the  dynamite  might  be  used 
against  a  private  person  to  cause  in- 
jury to  that  person,  and  then  the  offence 
would  not  be  treason -felony  ;  but  it 
might  also  be  used  for  a  public  object — 
to  bring  about  a  change  of  Government, 
to  alter  the  advisers  of  the  Crown. 
Then  the  offence  becomes  treason- 
felony  and  is  technically  called  levying 
war  against  the  Crown.  Am  I,  how- 
ever, to  be  told  that  because  the 
purpose  for  which  dynamite  is  used 
is  not  merely  injury  to  a  private 
person,  but  to  a  whole  class,  or 
party,  or  Government,  that  therefore 
its  use  becomes  less  infamous,  less 
disgraceful,  less  deserving  of  the 
severest  punishment?  Hon.  Members 
might  turn  to  the  pages  of  the  weightiest 
authority  on  the  point  I  can  mention, 
namely,  the  Report  of  the  Commis- 
sioners on  Extradition,  comprising  the 
most  eminent  lawyers.  There  were 
the  late  Lord  Chief  Justice,  Baron 
Bramwell,  the  present  Master  of  the 
Rolls,  Sir  James  Stephen,  who  as  a 
criminal  lawyer  stands  second  to  none, 
and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Derby,  a  constitutional 
lawyer  who  could  give  lessons  to  many. 
Well,  then,  the  Extradition  Commis- 
sioners stated — 

M  The  principle  hitherto  adopted  in  the 
matter  of  extradition,  of  excluding  offences  of 
a  political  character  should  therefore  be  main- 
tained. 

"  But  it  becomes  a  very  different  thing  when, 
in  furtherance  of  some  political  or  pretended 
political  purpose,  tome  foul  crime,  such  as 
assassination  or  incendiarism,  is  committed. 
Thus,  attempts  by  conspirators  to  atsassiuate 
a  reigning  Sovereign,  regardless,  perhaps,  that 
in  doing  so  other  lives  may  be  sacrificed ;  or 
the  '  setting  fire  to  a  priso  n,  at  the  risk  of 
burning  all  those  within  it ;  or  the  murder  of 
the  police  for  the  purpose  of  rescuing  pri- 
soners in  custody  for  political  offences,  are 
crimes  in  respect  of  which,  though  the  motive 
was  a  political  one,  we  cannot  think  that  any 
immunity  should  be  afforded.  Civil  war  and 
insurrection  take  place  openly,  in  the  face  of 
day,  and  may  or  may  not  be  justified  or  excused 
by  circumstances  ;  but  assassination  or  other 
forms  of  revolting  crime  lose  none  of  their 
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atrocity  from  their  connection  with  politkwl 
motive. 

"Generally  speaking,  we  would  therefore 
decline  to  recognise  the  suggestion  of  a  poB- 
tical  motive  as  a  ground  on  which  a  magistrate 
or  judge  should  refuse  a  demand  for  the  sur- 
render of  a  person  accused  of  what  (in  tin 
absence  of  such  motive)  would  be  an  ordinary 
crime,  unless  the  act  to  which  a  political  cha- 
racter was  sought  to  be  ascribed  occurrai 
during  a  time  of  civil  war  or  open  ineurree- 
tion." 

That  is  about  as  sound  and  tenable 
a  distinction  as  could  be  made  in  a 
matter  that  presents  some  difficulty. 
It  was  also  pointed  out  by  the  Com- 
missioners that  if  you  have  a  state  of 
civil  war  and  insurrection,  the  violenoe 
inflicted  upon  one  party  by  another  took 
place  openly  and  in  the  face  of  day; 
that  each  man  had  warning  of  the 
attack  and  knew  what  to  expect.  But 
those  dynamite  outrages  have  none  of 
those  features.  There  was  no  warning 
to  the  enemy  to  stand  upon  their  guard, 
but  there  were  all  the  elements  of  secret 
contrivance  that  constituted  an  odious 
and  a  dangerous  cri  me.  I  regret  that  the 
hon.  Gentleman  indulged  in  that  argu- 
ment about  political  offences  without 
stating  what  the  character  of  the 
offence  committed  by  these  16  persons 
was.  Daly  and  Egan  were  charged 
with  a  dvnamite  offence:  this  wis 
proved  in  the  evidence,  and  was  treated 
in  the  summing  up  of  the  Judge  to  the 
jury  as  a  dynamite  offence.  Than 
were  two  counts  in  the  indictment,  in 
which  they  were  charged  with  having 
aided  a  treasonable  object ;  and,  with 
design  to  overthrow  the  power  and 
authority  of  our  Sovereign  Lady  the 
Queen,  in  that  part  of  the  United  King- 
dom called  Ireland,  having  in  their 
possession  at  Birmingham  15  ounces 
of  nitroglycerine  with  intent  to  employ 
the  same  in  furtherance  of  that  object ; 
and  that  in  furtherance  of  their  treason- 
able object  they  had  also  dynamite  and 
dynamite  bombs,  four  dynamite  shells, 
and  one  pound  of  dynamite  in  their 
possession. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (North  Long- 
ford) :  Did  the  conviction  cover  all  the 
counts  in  the  indictment  ? 

Mr.  MATTHEWS:  Yes,  the  con- 
viction was  general,  and  covered  all  the 
counts.  It  was  not  proved  for  what 
purpose  the  bombs  were  to  be  used. 
These  bombs  were  such  as  were 
capable  of    being    thrown    from    the 
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fallery  of  this  House.      ("  Oh,  oh  !  " 
*om  Irish  Members.)     I  do  not  know 
from  whom  these  sounds  are  uttered. 

Mr.  J.  REDMOND :  This  is  a  very 
unfair  suggestion.  There  is  not  one 
tittle  of  proof  behind  it. 

Mr.  MATTHEWS :  I  do  not  say  it 
has  been  proved.  I  say  these  bombs 
were  capable  of  being  used  in  that  way. 
It  would  be  difficult  for  ingenuity  to 
suggest  for  what  innocent  purpose  the 
bombs  were  intended.  I  have  yet  to 
learn  that  is  not  a  purpose  for  which 
the  bombs  found  on  Daly  could  be 
used.  That  was  the  case  of  Daly  and 
JSgan.  Nitro-glycerine  buried  in  Egan's 
.garden  :  bombs  found  on  the  person 
of  Daly.  Then  there  is  a  large  group  in 
which  McCullagh,  Devany,  Callaghan, 
and  others  figure.  They  were  charged 
in  connection  with  explosions  at  the 
Olasgow  Gas  Works,  at  Possil  Bridge, 
and  Buchanan  Street  Railway  Station. 
Each  of  these  explosions  took  place  on 
the  same  night,  and  these  men  were 
all  members  of  the  Irish  Brotherhood. 
The  explosives  found  were  in  certain 
tubes  brought  from  Cork  to  Liverpool. 
Is  that  to  be  treated  as  a  political 
offence  when  railway  bridges,  and  gas 
works  in  a  town  in  Scotland  are  made 
the  object  of  a  dynamite  explosion  ?  I 
must  leave  it  to  the  common  sense  of 
the  House  to  deal  with  such  a  case  as 
that.  Then  there  is  the  case  of  White- 
head, Gallagher,  Wilson,  and  Curt  in. 
That  was  a  case  in  which  dynamite  was 
found  in  india-rubber  bags,  sent  by 
Gallagher  to  Whitehead's  house,  in  order 
to  bring  to  London  nitro-glycerine,  of 
which  Whitehead  manufactured  large 
quantities.  Gallagher  said  this  ex- 
plosive was  to  blow  up  the 
House  of  Commons  and  other 
large  buildings  in  London.  Can  that 
be  honoured  with  the  name  of  a  mere 
political  offence  ?  It  is  an  outrage  of 
the  most  wanton  kind  which  anyone 
can  imagine.  Two  other  of  the 
prisoners  are  Feather  stone  and  Dalton. 
They  were  men  in  the  possession  of 
an  ingeniously  constructed  infernal 
machine  such  as  those  used  at  the 
Glasgow  and  at  the  Local  Government 
Board  explosions.  These  explosives  were 
also  brought  from  Cork  to  Liverpool. 

Mr.  J.  REDMOND :  Has  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  ever  heard  of  Mac- 
dermott  ? 


Mr.  MATTHEWS:  I  am  speaking 
of  the  character  of  the  offences.  The 
hon.  Member  is  referring  to  some 
individual  whose  acquaintance  I  have 
not  the  honour  to  possess,  and  who  he 
says  was  really  the  culprit.  I  pray  that 
hon.  Members  may  keep  their  minds  to 
the  point.  I  say  these  are  all  dynamite 
offences,  add  the  appeal  for  clemency 
made  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Water- 
ford  in  his  very  temperate  speech 
seems  to  me  inappropriate.  I  know 
of  no  reason  why  offences  certainly 
most  dangerous  should  be  treated  with 
exceptional  leniency  except  it  could  be 
suggested  that  the  class  of  offence 
was  not  likely  to  be  committed  again ; 
and  that  the  deterrent  object  of  severe 
punishment  was  no  longer  called  for  in 
the  public  interest.  That  is  a  kind  of 
argument  which  a  person  in  my  position 
might  be  inclined  to  listen  to.  But 
that  cannot  be  said.  Within  the  last 
month  or  two  we  have  had  explosions 
in  Ireland,  which  show  that  the  use 
of  explosives  has  not  yet  been  aban- 
doned, and  there  have  been  indications 
in  more  than  one  quarter  in  England 
as  well.  No  one  can  suggest  that 
these  are  political  offences,  dealing 
in  these  extremely  dangerous  ex- 
plosives. Quite  apart  from  any  sym- 
pathies or  antipathies,  this  is  a 
class  of  offence  which  is  the  least 
deserving  of  sympathy.  Considering 
the  advance  in  chemical  knowledge  at 
the  present  day,  and  the  terrible 
increase  in  the  power  of  explosives  put 
within  the  reach  of  any  mischievous 
or  malicious  person,  it  seems  to  me 
that  public  safety  demands,  that  when 
explosives  of  this  kind  have  been 
prepared  in  order  to  commit  outrages, 
the  most  stringent  and  deterrent 
punishment  should  follow  conviction. 
The  appeals  for  mercy  might  be  appro- 
priate if  you  were  dealing  with  a 
political  party  fighting  in  a  fair  way, 
but  they  are  altogether  inappropriate 
when  you  are  dealing  with  secret  and 
malicious  offenders.  Then  the  hon. 
Member  says  the  conviction  of  Daly 
for  treason  felony  was  wrong.  No 
doubt  that  would  be  so  if  the  object 
had  been  to  inflict  a  wrong  upon  a 
private  person,  but  it  was  not  wrong 
where  the  guilty  party  sought  to 
injure  the  Government  of  the  Queen, 
and  change  Her  councils  by  the  use  of 
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dynamite  bombs,  and  by  having  nitro- 
glycerine concealed  in  a  garden.  The 
use  of  dynamite  may  be  for  private  mis- 
chief or  for  public  mischief.  When  for 
public  mischief  it  is  called  treason 
felony.  The  hon.  Gentleman  has 
referred  to  Mr.  Farndale's  opinion,  I 
am  not  Mr.  Farndale's  superior,  and 
I  have  no  right  to  call  him  to  account, 
and  I  desire  to  say  nothing  of  him 
which  is  not  respectful.  But  after  the 
most  careful  inquiry  I  am  convinced 
that  the  inferences  which  Mr.  Farndale 
drew  from  what  little  he  knew  of 
Daly's  capture  were  inferences  which 
were  entirely  mistaken.  The  inference 
he  drew  was  that  the  bombs  had  been 
planted  upon  Daly  by  the  police.  I 
instituted  an  inquiry  into  the  matter 
and  I  say  what  I  think  will  pro- 
bably not  surprise  the  hon.  Member  if 
Daly  has  been  candid  with  him,  that 
I  am  satisfied  from  inquiries  I  made, 
that  Daly  applied  to  Breslin  of  New 
York  for  money  and  these  bombs,  and 
that  he  received  from  New  York  both 
the  money  and  the  bombs.  I  have  no 
doubt  that  this  is  the  fact. 

Mr.  J.  REDMOND  :  Was  that 
proved  at  the  trial  ? 

Mr.  MATTHEWS  :  No  it  was  not 
proved  at  the  trial,  but  that  is  what  I 
assert  to  the  House. 

Mr.  JOHN  O'CONNOR  :  Breslin  is 
dead. 

Mr.  MATTHEWS  :  I  say  the 
result  of  my  inquiry  is  that  bombs  were 
applied  for  by  Daly  in  New  York  and 
were  received  by  him  from  Breslin  in 
New  York,  together  with  money. 

Mr.  JOHN  O'CONNOR :  Will  you 
lay  that  information  on  the  Table  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  MATTHEWS:  Certainly  not.  I 
am  here,  in  my  capacity  as  Minister, 
asked  to  extend  mercy  to  Daly,  and  I 
tell  the  House  of  Commons  what  steps 
I  have  taken  to  ascertain  whether 
the  charge  made  against  officials  of 
the  Government  is  well  founded  or 
not.  These  things  were  laid  before 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Mem- 
ber for  Derby  from  day  to  day  as 
the  case  proceeded,  and  the  greatest 
care  was  taken  to  sift  every  piece  of 
information  which  came  before  the 
Home  Office.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Derby  is  my  political 
opponent,  but  I    trust    I   am    not  so 
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unfair  as  not  to  pronounce  him,  in 
my  opinion,  right  in  the  inquiry  into 
the  material  before  him  at  the  time  of 
Daly's  conviction.  I  came  to  the 
conclusion  that  that  these  matters  were 
full)-  and  satisfactorily  established. 
The  hon.  Member  says  that  the  bombs 
were  bought  by  and  the  money  given 
by  the  police.  I  say  that  is  untrue. 
The  police  never  purchased  bombs  nor 
gave  money,  either  directly  or  in- 
directly. The  bombs  came  from  New 
York.  They  came  from  a  person  about 
whom  I  need  not  give  any  information 
("  Oh,  oh  !  "  from  the  Irish  benches). 
Do  you  suggest  that  John  Breslin  was 
the  agent  of  the  Government  ?  (Cries  of 
"No!")  Then  that  is  the  person 
from  whom  they  came.  He  sent 
them  over  under  the  description 
of  "  love  apples  "  for  purposes  which 
were  not  proved,  but  which  could  only 
be  of  one  kind.  To  talk  about  a  plant 
is  a  dream  and  altogether  an  inaccurate 
suggestion  of  Mr.  Farndale.  Why 
was  he  not  called  at  the  trial?  Be- 
cause he  knew  nothing  about  all  these 
facts.  He  knew  nothing  about  the 
bombs  or  how  they  came  into  Daly's 
possession.  He  conjectured  and  drew 
inferences  from  facts  of  which  he  had 
no  personal  knowledge  of  his  own.  The 
hon.  Member  says,  Will  you  investigate 
further  ?  No  further  investigation 
would  throw  any  light  upon  the  sub- 
ject. I  have  been  reminded  that  one 
agent  in  the  transaction,  a  gentleman 
in  New  York,  is  dead.  Every  day 
makes  it  more  difficult  to  arrive  at  any 
fresh  information.  All  the  materials 
were  before  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Derby,  and  have  been 
reviewed  by  me,  and  I  am  perfectly 
satisfied  of  their  genuineness.  I  am 
persuaded  that  no  fresh  inquiry  is 
necessary,  and  that  this  suggestion  of  a 
plant  by  the  police  is  an  absolutely 
unfounded  suggestion.  For  these  rea- 
sons, therefore,  I  must  decline  to  make 
any  further  inquiry  and  to  go  into  this 
matter  over  again.  I  must  decline  to 
extend  any  mercy  to  Daly  upon  the 
suggestion  that  his  conviction  was  not 
only  wrong,  but  obtained  by  infamous 
means.  If  there  were  the  slightest 
foundation  for  supposing  that  the 
agents  of  the  Government,  whether 
the  police  of  England  or  Ireland  had 
bought  these  bombs  and  foisted  them 
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off  upon  Daly,  that  would  be  con- 
duct so  disgraceful,  that  not  only 
should  Daly  not  be  detained  a  day 
longer,  but  the  most  ample  com- 
pensation and  apology  should  be  made 
to  him.  There  is  no  middle  course. 
There  was  either  absolutely  in- 
famous conduct  on  the  part  of  the 
police,  which  I  do  not  believe,  or 
Daly  was  justly  convicted.  With  re- 
gard to  Egan  it  would  be  extremely 
injudicious  and  unwise  to  give  any 
pledge  or  to  say  what  may  happen 
across  the  floor  of  this  House.  I  have 
stated  that  the  case  against  Egan  was 
a  different  one  from  that  against  Daly. 
But  looking  to  the  character  of  the 
letters  and  looking  to  all  the  circum- 
stances, I  have  never  been  able  to 
doubt  that  Egan  knew  that  nitroglyce- 
rine was  buried  in  his  garden,  and 
therefore  he  was  assisting  the  pre- 
parations for  these  awful  explosions. 
Egan  was  therefore  an  accomplice  and 
participator  with  Daly  in  the  posses- 
sion of  these  explosives,  and  in  the 
knowledge  that  they  were  being 
accumulated  for  an  unlawful  purpose. 
But  1  do  not  think  there  is  against 
Bgan  any  proof  that  he  participated  in 
the  active  use  of  this  explosive  mate- 
rial, though  1  cannot  doubt  that  he 
was  cognisant  of  the  kind  of  use  that  they 
were  intended  for.  That  is  an  offence, 
no  doubt,  of  a  lighter  kind,  and  the 
time  may  possibly  come  when  it  will 
be  possible  to  reconsider  the  case  of 
Egan,  but  that  time  is  not  yet.  With 
regard  to  the  other  prisoners,  the 
hon.  Member  has  entered  into  no  de- 
tails— I  shall  follow  his  example.  It 
has  been  my  duty,  at  one  time  or  an- 
other, to  examine  the  evidence  against 
all  the  prisoners,  and  I  have  examined 
it  with  a  mind  perfectly  unbiassed,  and 
I  hope  as  open  as  possible  to  any  flaw 
which  I  could  detect  in  the  evidence 
against  the  prisoners.  But  I  am  bound 
to  tell  the  hon.  Member  that  I  have 
not  found  anything  unsatisfactory  in 
any  one  of  the  six  or  seven  cases,  which 
has  induced  me  to  doubt  that  the  men 
were  properly  convicted  of  dynamite 
offences,  and  that  they  were  convicted 
of  offences  of  a  very  dangerous  cha- 
racter, towards  which  leniency  or 
clemency  is  in  no  respect  the  right 
policy.  I  quite  disregard  the  political 
flavour  attempted  to  be  given  to  the 


case  of  Daly.  I  admit  that  Daly  is 
not  a  man  of  the  same  character  as- 
those  who  caused  the  explosions  in  Lon- 
don or  in  Glasgow.  I  can  only  think 
of  Daly  as  a  fanatic,  a  dangerous 
fanatic,  who  was  ready  to  risk  his. 
life  for  purposes  which  he  appeared 
to  consider  important.  That  is  nob 
a  man  of  the  same  class  or 
character  as  those  who  caused  the 
explosion  in  the  railway  station  in 
London  or  the  gasworks  at  Glasgow  or 
Possil  Bridge.  The  one  man  is  far  more 
cultured,  far  more  intelligent,  and  I  dare- 
say, in  many  departments  of  private  life, 
is  a  far  superior  person.  But  that  the 
social  danger  is  fully  as  great  as  with  the* 
commonest  and  coarsest  criminal  is  so 
obvious  that  it  is  hardly  necessary  to 
enforce  it  by  any  argument.  Theses 
dynamite  offences  work  the  most  wide- 
spread and  terrible  damage  to  innocent 
persons  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye,  and* 
the  difficulty  of  detection  is  always, 
very  great.  The  House  must  know- 
that  many  dynamite  explosions  have 
completely  escaped  the  efforts  of  the 
police  to  bring  the  perpetrators  of  them 
to  justice.  It  is  a  class  of  offence  very 
dangerous  in  its  character  and  very 
destructive  in  its  effects,  and  it  would 
be  the  very  worst  policy  in  these  days 
when  the  use  of  explosives  is  better 
understood  than  formerly  by  evil- 
disposed  persons,  to  show  leniency  as 
if  they  were  not  offences  of  the  grossest 
kind.  On  these  grounds  I  regret  that  I 
cannot  give  a  more  favourable  answer 
to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  request. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  says  theror 
is  sympathy  in  Ireland  with  these- 
men.  I  deplore  the  fact  that 
there  is  considerable  sympathy  for 
many  of  these  men — I  hope  not  tor  all 
— in  Ireland.  I  regret  it.  It  think  it 
is  most  misplaced  sympathy.  If  the 
Irish  people  knew  the  facts  of  this  case 
as  fully  as  I  do  they  would  not  sympa- 
thise. I  can  only  deplore  that  a  certain 
halo  of  romance  is  thrown  round  some 
of  those  offenders,  and  in  the  circum- 
stances, perhaps,  one  cannot  wonder  at 
the  chivalrous  way  in  which  the  hon. 
Member  has  pleaded  their  case  in  this. 
House.  While,  on  the  one  hand,  I  can 
understand  that  Irishmen  are  sorry  to» 
see  any  of  their  countrymen  in  prison: 
for  such  offences,  it  would  be  wiser  and 
more  dignified  on  their  part  to  acknow- 
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ledge  that  offences  of  this  sort  can  in  a 
civilised  State  only  be  dealt  with  in  one 
™&y>  by  very  severe  punishment  which 
ought  not  to  be  excessive,  but  which 
must  be  proportioned  to  the  gravity  of 
the  offence.  The  whole  administration 
of  justice  would  be  interfered  with  if, 
on  the  grounds  of  nationality,  we  were  to 
interfere  with  the  punishment  awarded 
for  such  offences. 

(8.30.)  Mr.  JOHN  O'CONNOR 
(Tipperary) :  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man, as  he  concluded  his  speech, 
«poke,  as  he  said,  as  a  Minister  of  the 
Crown.  It  needed  some  assurance 
upon  his  part  that  he  was  a  Minister 
of  the  Crown,  or  otherwise  I  should 
have  thought,  and  many  Members  of 
the  House  would  have  thought,  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  addres- 
sing a  packed  Irish  jury  in  a  Govern- 
ment prosecution  in  Ireland.  (Cheers.) 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  also  made 
revelations  that  would  become  a 
Crown  Prosecutor  rather  than  a 
Minister  of  the  Crown  defending  the 
administration  of  his  Department  in 
this  House.  I  can  conceive  nothing 
more  mean  than  the  suggestion  made 
by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that  the 
bombs  found  upon  John  Daly,  and 
which  it  has  been  clearly  proved  were 
planted  upon  him  without  his  know- 
ledge, were  intended  to  be  thrown  into 
the  midst  of  hon.  Members.  Daly  and 
his  associates  were  tried  in  passion, 
convicted  in  '  passion,  and  they  are  to 
be  retained  in  passion  by  an  appeal  to 
the  passions  of  the  people  of  this 
country,  and  to  the  passions  of  some 
hon.  Members  of  this  House.  He 
made  a  still  further  suggestion,  which 
I  say  is  unworthy  a  gentleman  in  his 
position  ;  he  made  a  revelation  which 
should  not  have  been  made  in  this 
House,  or  out  of  it,  affecting  the  guilt 
• — if  he  be  guilty — of  one  of  the 
prisoners ;  a  matter  which  we  have 
heard  to-night  for  the  first  time, 
and  which  was  not  produced  upon 
the  trial — it  was  a  kind  of  special  plead- 
ing of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  And 
what  is  the  nature  of  that  revelation  ? 
It  is  that  one  of  the  prisoners  for  whom 
we  pleaded  addressed  a  letter  to  a  man 
in  America  asking  for  bombs  and 
Money,  and  that  these  bombs  and 
money  were  sent  to  him  in  like  manner. 
Now,  the  man  to  whom  the  application 
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is  said  to  have  been  made  is  dead,  and 
the  prisoner  against  whom  the  accusa- 
tion is  made  is  politically  and  civilly 
dead.     The  prisoner,  therefore,  has  no 
opportunity   of  rebutting  the  charge, 
and  it  is  unworthy  of  a  Minister  of  the 
Crown  to  make  an  accusation  of  that 
kind  when  all  possibility  of  proving, 
or  disproving  it  is  absent.      Such  con- 
duct was  mean ;  it  was  contemptible. 
He  got  rid  of  the  case  made  by  my  hon. 
Friend    the  Member     for    Waterford 
without  replying  to   it.     He  did  not 
reply  to  my  hon.  Friend  with  regard  to 
his  assertion  that  the  bombs  that  were 
found  upon  John  Daly  were  planted 
upon      him     by      Government     spiel 
and      by      Government      agents,      of 
whom  these  poor  men  were  the  victims. 
He  made  no  reply  to  that.     The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  was  accused  of  know- 
ing the  man  who  gave  Daly  this  bomb, 
and  again  that  part  of  the  statement  of 
my    hon.    Friend    received    no    reply 
whatever.     It  is  true  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  spoke  of  the  enormity  of  the 
crime ;  it  is  true  that  he  expressed  his 
horror      of      assassination ;       it      is 
true    that    he     read     out    a    state- 
ment    of     the    Judges.      With     re- 
gard     to      the      enormity      of      the 
crime  of  outrage  by  the  use  of  dyna- 
mite,  we  all  agree  with  the  opinion 
of  that  gentleman ;  but  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  made  no  reply  to  the  charge 
made  against  the  Government  by  my 
hon.  Friend.    The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
introduced  the  name  of  a  man  named 
Feather  stone,   upon  whom  was  found 
some  infernal  machine,   and   he   also 
said  that  Featherstone  was  associated 
in  Cork  with  dynamite.     The  Govern- 
ment was  doing  the  very  same  thing  as 
had  been  done  in  the  case  of  Daly. 
It  is  notorious  that  James  McDermot, 
when  he  came  from  America  and  visited 
Ireland,    was    really   in    the   pay   of 
Dublin  Castle  ;  that  he  came  down  to 
Cork,    and    that    he    established    the 
conspiracy  with    which    Featherstone 
was  proved  to  have  had  some  con- 
nection ;    that    that     conspiracy    was 
founded  by  some  Government  agent; 
so  that  most  of  these  men  are  simply 
victims  of  Government  agents.       The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  also  endeavoured 
to  rouse  the  feeling  of  this  House  by 
alluding    to    assassination.     We    will 
not    allow   the  right   hon.  Gentleman 
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to    excel    us    in     our  abhorrence    of 
assassination.     We,  in    common   with 
him,  condemn — we  have  condemned  it 
publicly,  we  have  condemned  it  upon 
public  platforms  in  the  country,  even 
in    our    own   country — this   policy  of 
dynamite,  which  involves  the  innocent 
and    the     guilty     alike     in     common 
slaughter.     I  would  point  out,  with  re- 
gard to  the  dynamite  demonstrations  in 
London,  and  with  regard  to  those  deeds 
for  which    some  of  them   have  been 
found  guilty,  that  there  was  no  assassi- 
nation, and  that  there  was  no  life  lost. 
I   may  be  told  that  these  men  were 
assassins  at  heart ;  I  may  be  told  that 
these  men,  handling  a  dangerous  com- 
pound such  as  dynamite,  had  the  in- 
tention of  carrying  out  assassination. 
I  say  they  must,  having  regard  to  the 
character  of  the  explosive,  have  taken 
special    precautions  not  to   take  life. 
I  believe  that  the  men  who  were  en- 
gaged in  the  explosions  must  have  used 
(he  dynamite  in  such  a  manner  that  it 
was  more  dangerous  to  themselves  than 
to  those  amongst  whom  the  explosions 
took  place.     The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
concluded  his  speech  with  the  entirely 
unnecessary  task  of  showing  the  great 
enormity  of  the  crime  of  causing  such 
explosions;     his    whole    speech    was 
entirely  unnecessary.    There  is  not  one 
of  us  who  has  not  fixed  ideas  with 
regard  to  the  enormity  of  the  crime ; 
bat  I  hold  that  his  speech  is  no  reply 
to  the  hon.   Member   for  Waterford. 
My  hon.  Friend  put  his  case  upon  three 
grounds — first,  that  the  offence  was  a 
political    one,    if    they    were    guilty; 
secondly,  that  their  convictions  were 
wrongfully  procured ;  and,  thirdly,  that 
their  treatment  was  of  a  very  excep- 
tional character.     With  regard  to  the 
finit,  the  right  hon.   Gentleman    has 
admitted  that  the  charge  was  of  a  poli- 
tical character ;  he  has  admitted  it  for 
the  first  time    to-night.     I    have  for 
years  drawn  attention  to  the  manner 
of  treatment  of  these  prisoners,  and  of 
the  especial  severity  that  the  officers,  for 
some  reason  or  other — I  will  not  call  it 
*  pretext — exercise  towards  them  ;  but 
never,  during  the  whole  course  of  the 
discussion,  could  I  get  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  to  admit  that  the  crime  was 
in  any  way  of  a  political  character. 
He  maintained  at  all  times  that  it  was 
%  orime,  but  the  right  hon.   Gentle- 


man has  now  stated  what  he  never 
before  admitted,  that  it  was  a  political 
offence.  I  think  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man said  that  "  it  is  a  political  offence, 
but  it  is  none  the  less  a  crime."  I 
reply,  it  may  be  a  crime,  but  it  is  none 
the  less  a  political  offence,  and  being 
political  offenders  they  would  receive 
special  treatment,  and  be  more  leniently 
dealt  with  in  every  other  country  in 
the  world  except  this  country  when 
dealing  with  Irish  offenders.  I  may  point 
out  that  in  France,  after  the  war  of 
1870,  the  Communists  of  Paris,  who 
all  but  burned  their  city  to  the  ground,, 
had  a  malicious  purpose,  but  they  also 
had  a  political  purpose  ;  these  men  and 
women  were  transported  across  the  sea. 
for  their  offences ;  but  after  a  few 
years,  when  political  passions  had  sub- 
sided, these  men,  women,  and  children 
were  every  one  emancipated,  and 
allowed  to  return  to  their  homes  and 
kindred,  and  many  of  them  have, 
since  that  time,  become  law-abiding 
citizens  of  their  country,  some  of 
them  filling  positions  no  less  honour- 
able than  those  filled  by  right  hon. 
Gentlemen  sitting  on  the  Front  Bench. 
Political  offenders  have  been  treated 
all  the  world  over  in  a  different  manner 
to  other  offenders.  Offences  prompted 
by  self-interest  and  self-aggrandise- 
ment have  always  been  treated  in  a 
different  manner  to  offences  of  a  poli- 
tical character.  I  think  I  would  be 
right  in  saying  that  if  the  Emperor  of 
Russia  could  be  sure  that  if  he  eman- 
cipated every  Nihilist  confined  in 
Siberia,  the  agitation,  of  which  these 
men  and  women  formed  a  part,  would 
cease,  he  would  be  glad  to  empty 
the  prisons  of  Siberia ;  if  he  thought 
there  would  be  an  end  to  the  agitation 
he  would  not  hold  these  men  and 
women  in  prison  for  the  mere  vindic- 
tive purpose  of  punishing  them  for 
their  political  offences.  Every  country 
to  which  I  turn  my  eyes  over  Europe 
treats  its  political  offenders  in  a  different 
manner  to  other  offenders ;  England 
alone  has  been  slow  to  emancipate 
those  who  offend  against  her  politically. 
Yet,  even  though  England  has  been 
slow  to  extend  pardon  to  her  political 
offenders,  she  has  from  time  to  time 
allowed  the  feeling  against  her  political 
offenders  to  drop.  I  doubt  whether 
at     the     present     moment     there     is 
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a  worse  feeling  entertained  to- 
wards the  men  in  Chatham  and 
Portland  prisons  than  a  former  gene- 
ration entertained  towards  the  men  of 
1848  and  1867.  The  men  of  1848  were 
some  of  them  sentenced  'to  be  hanged ; 
others  were  sent  away  into  penal  servi- 
tude, as  also  were  the  men  of  1867 ; 
yet  in  the  course  of  time,  when  the 
political  events  with  which  these  men 
were  connected  had  ceased  to  have  any 
force,  then  England  slowly  relented, 
and  gave  the  pardon  to  these  political 
offenders  which  every  civilized  country 
in  the  world  gave  to  men  in  the  same 
position.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
for  the  first  time  in  the  course  of  this 
discussion  admitted  that  the  men  for 
whom  we  are  pleading  here  to-night 
committed  offences  that  were  tinged 
with  a  political  character.  I  shall  not 
dwell  upon  the  wrongful  manner  in 
which  their  convictions  were  procured. 
My  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Water- 
ford  has  dwelt  upon  the  subject  in  a 
manner  that  I  could  not  hope  to 
-emulate ;  he  has  described  the  position 
of  the  case  with  an  ability  and  a  forensic 
eloquence  which  I  could  not  hope 
to  arrive  at.  But  he  also  made 
an  appeal  that  the  men  whose 
cases  we  bring  before  the  House  to- 
night are  entitled  to  have  their  cases 
investigated,  and  I  will  go  further,  and 
say  that  they  are  entitled  to  a  release, 
by  reason  of  the  special  treatment  to 
which  they  have  been  subjected  for  the 
past  eight  or  nine  years.  My  hon. 
Friend  spoke  only  of  the  manner  in 
which  they  had  been  treated  in  Port- 
land prison ;  but  they  were  in  other 
prisons  before  arriving  at  Portland. 
John  Daly  and  others  had  been  in 
-Chatham,  where  they  were  specially 
6ent  in  order  that  they  might  be 
specially  punished,  and  they  were 
-specially  punished  because  they  were 
political  offenders.  There  is  scarcely 
any  need  to  dwell  upon  the  political 
character  of  their  offences,  except  to 
show  that  it  is  not  we  alone  who 
regarded  them  as  political  offenders, 
but  the  very  men  who  were  employed 
to  inflict  punishment  upon  them.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  referred  to  the 
Report  of  the  Visiting  Committee, 
which  was  put  into  the  hands  of  hon 
Members*  of  this  House,  and  for  which 
I  applied,  and  also  the  hon.  Member 
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for  West  Limerick,  whose  efforts  on 
behalf  of  these  men  have  been  of  a  very 
patriotic  character.  This  investigation 
into  the  treatment  of  these  men  was  con- 
ducted by  persons  who  were  connected 
with  the  prison  service  itself.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  shakes  his  head, 
but  it  is  a  fact  that  these  men  were 
connected  with  the  prison  service,  and 
the  evidence  taken  by  the  Committee  of 
visiting  gentlemen  was  the  evidence  of 
those  who  were  accused  of  having 
maltreated  these  men  (hear,  hear) ;  and 
some  of  the  evidence  goes  to  show  that 
they  were  especially  badly  treated. 
Henry  J.  Wilson  says  that  the  bitter 
hatred  of  the  average  Chatham  officer 
towards  political  prisoners  makes  itself 
apparent  in  a  thousand  ways ;  in  fact, 
the  men  were  hounded  down  as 
Fenians,  and  as  Fenians  treated  in  an 
exceptional  manner.  Another  of  the 
prisoners  is  Egan,  whose  case  has 
been  singled  out  for  exceptional  treat- 
ment on  an  early  occasion — Egan, 
who  by  the  statement  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  to-night,  is  admitted  to  be 
suffering  wrongfully,  the  man  who  is 
innocent  of  the  charge.  The  right  hon* 
Gentleman  shakes  his  head,  but  be 
should  recollect  it  had  been  stated  that 
if  Egan's  case  was  investigated  be 
might  be  released  at  an  early  day* 
The  unfortunate  position  of  these  men 
is  that  right  hon.  Gentlemen  upon  both 
sides  of  the  House  are  responsible  for  the 
injustice  done.  The  right  hon.  Gentle* 
man  the  Member  for  Derby  was 
in  office  when  they  were  con- 
victed ;  was  cognisant  of  everything! 
and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Bury  was  their  prosecutor, 
and  we  all  know  that  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man on  the  other  side  of  the  House 
carried  out  their  hereditary  policy  when 
dealing  with  political  offenders  in  Ire- 
land. They  are  all  alike,  and  they  con- 
ceive it  to  be  a  duty  to  themselves,  instead 
of  honestly  admitting  their  error,  to  back 
up  their  error  rather  than  release  these 
men.  What  does  Egan  say,  whose 
case  has  been  specially  singled  out? 
He  says  that  the  officers  employed 
would  give  him  pieces  of  newspaper  so 
as  to  get  him  punished.  They 
have  been  specially  singled  out  for 
specially  bad  treatment  by  the  prison 
officials,  and  it  is  on  that  account,  and 
I  hold  it  is  the  strongest  claim,  that  the 
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hon.    Member    for    Waterford    asked 
for      an      investigation      into      their 
cases  —  an      investigation      not      like 
the  last,  by   a   Committee   composed 
of    prison    officials.      Some    of    those 
gentlemen  had  investigated  the   case 
before,  and  when  another  investigation 
was  started,  the  very  men  we  accused 
were  put  upon  the  Committee  to  sit  in 
judgment    upon    themselves,   so    that 
nothing  could  have  been  more  unfair. 
It  18  not  that  kind  of  an  inquiry  that 
we  want,  for  if  there  is  to  be  an  inquiry 
into  the  charge  we  hope  that  neither 
the  prosecutor  nor  the  Home  Secretary 
will  form  portions  of  that  Committee. 
I  have    visited  these   men.      I  have 
seen  them  year  after  year  and  month 
•after  month  fading  away  before    my 
•eyes,    the  strong    and   hearty  young 
men  that    I    knew   at   home    becom- 
ing blanched  with  a    premature   old 
age.    I  have  seen  the  strong,  hearty 
'This  demand  for  details  has  a  very 
men    becoming    decrepit    and    weak 
before    my    eyes,     week    after    week 
-and  month  after  month,  by  these  petty 
4nd  shameful   persecutions    of    petty 
officials  who  are  engaged  in  carrying 
out  the  law  in  their  regard.     Will  the 
House  believe  that  these  men,  when 
they  take  their  exercise  in  a  hot  sun  in 
the  summer  time,   are    compelled   to 
walk  fast,  while  in  the  winter  season, 
when  it  is  cold,  when  they  want  to 
walk  to  circulate  the  blood,  they  are 
impelled    to    walk     slowly.       These 
statements  have  been  proved,  and  can 
be  found  in  the  pages  of  this  Report. 
In  my  experience  of  prisons,  and  my 
observation   of  the  prisoners,   I  have 
teen    men  with    the    convict    jackets 
on  them   allowed  to  stand    at    ease. 
Mr.  Clayton,  the  Governor  of  Chatham 
prison,  reprimanded  the  warders  of  Chat- 
ham prison  for  allowing  these  men  to 
stana  at  ease.     Let  me  give  another  in- 
stance of  cruelty.  Wilson  complained  to 
the  doctor  when  he  saw  him,  of  being  ill, 
&nd  he  was  not  allowed  to  see  him  (the 
doctor),  when  he  requested  to  see  him. 
Wilson  requested  to  see  the  doctor. 
He  was  not  allowed  out  on  that  and 
other  occasions ;  but  he  became  so  ill 
that  at  last,  in  order  to  save  his  life, 
they  allowed  him  to  see  the  doctor,  and 
then  he  complained  to  the  doctor  that 
he  was  not  allowed  to  see  him  when 
he  required,  and  of  course  he  was  re- 


ported for  having  made  such  a  state- 
ment ;  and,  will  the  House  believe  it  ? 
Wilson  got  three  days'  bread  and  water 
for  having  complained  to  the  doctor 
that  he  was  not  allowed  to  see  him 
when  he  required.  And  when  he  then 
complained  to  the  director  of  this  he 
said — "  The  less  complaints  you  make 
the  better."  The  unfortunate  prisoners 
who  are  thus  persecuted  by  the  warders 
have  no  friend  but  one,  and  that  one 
the  Protestant  Chaplain  of  Chatham. 
The  one  kind  word  we  find  within  the 
pages  of  that  book  that  was  spoken 
about  these  men  was  uttered  by  the 
Protestant  Chaplain,  and  he  said  to  the 
Visiting  Committee — "  They  are  well- 
conducted  men,  and  were  treated  with 
unnecessary  violence."  It  is  not  un- 
necessary rigour,  it  is  not  unnecessary 
treatment,  but  this  Christian  Minister 
says  they  were  treated  with  unnecessary 
violence.  And  the  other  Christian 
Minister,  of  a  Christian  Government, 
stands  up  here  and  has  nothing  to  do 
but  to  make  accusations  against  men 
who  are  naturally  and  civilly  dead, 
and  make  suggestions  which  are  more 
worthy  of  a  public  prosecutor  than  of 
a  respectable  Minister  of  the  Crown. 
It  was  stated  by  my  hon.  Friend,  the 
Member  for  Waterford,  that  Daly  was 
known  to  Members  of  this  House.  I 
say  I  am  not  ashamed  to  affirm  in  this 
House  that  Daly  was  an  acquaintance 
of  mine,  and  a  friend  of  mine  for  many 
years.  We  grew  up  boys  together,  and 
a  more  honourable  young  man  I 
would  never  wish  to  meet  than  the 
man  whose  case  we  are  investigating 
here  to-night ;  and  I  assert,  from  my 
knowledge  of  him,  that  he  would  be 
incapable  of  committing  the  crime  for 
which  he  was  charged  and  convicted. 
On  the  contrary,  I  know  of  my  own 
knowledge  that  he  was  as  strongly  op- 
posed to  that  policy  as  I  was  myself, 
and  that  is  saying  enough,  because 
without  having  been  called  upon  to  do 
so,  I  have  publicly  denounced  the 
policy  of  dynamite,  and  I  never  de- 
nounced it  more  strongly  than  John 
Daly  would  have  done  himself.  It  is 
true  that  John  Daly  was  an  extreme 
Nationalist,  but  if  he  was,  he  was  an 
honourable  man.  He  sought  to 
separate  the  country  by  force  of  arms, 
but  he  would  not  stoop  to  any  dis- 
honourable act,  even  to  win  the  inde- 
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pendence    of    his    country — a    cause 
which   was   most   dear   to   his    heart. 
From  a  close  acquaintance  with  these 
men  for  years,   I  have   made   myself 
acquainted  with  the  special  treatment 
to  which  they  have  been  subjected,  and 
I  hold  that  these  being  men  of  intelli- 
gence, of  education,  and  of  some  cul- 
ture, have  suffered  more  for  the  past 
eight     or    ten     years    than    common 
criminals  could  suffer  in  three  lifetimes ; 
that  if  you  want  vengeance  you  have 
had  it  in  abundance ;  that   your  duty- 
is  to  give  these  men  their  liberty,  by 
reason  of  the  fact  that  they  have  been 
excessively    and    exceptionally    badly 
treated.  Might  I  appeal  to  the  Govern- 
ment?    We  have  Tbeen    told    in  the 
course  of  this  discussion  upon  the  reply 
to  the  most  gracious  Speech  from  the 
Throne,  that  this  Session  of  Parliament 
is  to  be  the  last  Session  of  the  Parlia- 
ment.    The  Government  are  about  to 
appeal,  sooner  or  later  this  year,  to  the 
country,   and    they    will    most   likely 
appeal  upon  the  success  of  their  Irish 
policy.     They  have  brought  into  this 
House,  and  passed  into  law,  remedial 
measures  for  Ireland  of  such  a  character 
as  will  enable  them  to  boast  of  their 
good  intentions  towards  the  people  of  Ire- 
land ;  whether  their  measures  have  been 
sufficient  or  inadequate  for  the  purpose  it 
is  not  my  purpose,  nor  am  I  called  upon 
now  to  say.  It  is  enough  for  me  to  admit 
that  they  will  go  with  what  they  con- 
sider a  strong  hand  to  the  country,  and 
they  will  point  to  the  remedial  measures 
for  Ireland.     Would  it  be  too  much  to 
ask  them  to  make  their  Irish   policy 
more  perfect — to  make  it  more  complete 
by  the  release  of  these  men  for  whom 
we  plead  to-night,  rather  than   keep 
them   in  prison ;  not   because    justice 
demands  it,  but  merely  for  the  purpose 
of  indulging  in  the  vindictive  spirit  which 
is  unworthy  of  an  enlightened  nation. 
(9.20.)  Mr  WILLIAM  0'BRIEN(Cork 
County,  N.E.)  :    This  is  a  subject  on 
which  there  is  no  difference  of  opinion 
among  Irish  Nationalists.      I  appeal  to 
the  men  on  all  sides  of  the  House  to 
pay  some  attention — to  pay,   I  should 
say,  respectful  attention — to  the  unani- 
mous and  deeply-rooted  feeling  on  this 
Question  among  the  whole  people  of 
reland.      But  really  it  is  not  a  matter 
of    contentious    debate  about  this  or 
that ;  it  is  a  question  of  humanity  and 
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of  the  broad  national  policy.     The  facts 
in  the  Daly  and  Egan  case  stand  far- 
ther apart  from  the  rest,   and  I  do  not 
propose  to  weary  the  House  by  going 
again   over  the  ground  traversed   by 
hon.    Members,   but  I  would  respect- 
fully submit  to  an}'  dispassionate  man 
that  it  is  almost  impossible  to  examine 
the    evidence    and    the   statement  of 
the  Chief    Constable,    Mr.    Farndale, 
without  to  say  the  very  least,  a  feeling  of 
uneasiness  as  to  the  conviction  of  John 
Daly,  and  without  a  feeling  that  every- 
thing has  not  been  done  to  clear  up  the 
story — that  shocking  statement  which  is 
made  deliberately  by  one  of  the  chief 
officers  of  the  police.     If  that  story  of 
these  bombs  having  been  planted  on 
John  Daly  by  an  agent  of  the  police 
was  invented    by    Mr.    Famdale,  he 
ought  long  ago  to  have  been  dismissed 
and  punished.      On  the  other  hand,  if 
that  story  is  well  founded — I  go  further, 
and  say  if  there  is  a  colour  of  suspicion 
that     would    account     for     the    im- 
pression    which     was,      and     which 
remains,  upon  Mr.  Farndale's  mind- 
then    I    say     better     ten    thousand 
times  that  John  Daly,  even  if  guilty, 
should  go  free  than  that   the  public 
mind   should  rest  under  the  horrible 
suspicion    that     his    conviction     wa* 
brought  about  by  such  means  as  this. 
The  moral  of  this  question  is — and  I 
must  say  the  case  nas  not  been  yet 
dealt  with — the  question  is,  who  was- 
the  person  who  gave  these  bombs  to 
Daly,  and  brought  him  to  Liverpool 
for  the  purpose  of    receiving    them? 
Was  he  a  police  agent  ?    The  Govern- 
ment know  who  he  was.     I  venture  to 
say  that  until  we  have  the  whole  story 
out,  who  this  man  was,  as  to  how  he 
slipped  through    the    fingers    of    the 
police,  and  as  to  where  he  is  now,  and 
as  to  how  it  happened  that  the  police 
came  to  be  at  that  particular  spot  in 
readiness  at  the  very  moment  when 
Daly  had  the  parcel  in  his  possession 
— I  venture  to  say    you    will    never 
satisfy  the  public  mind  that  Mr.  Fam- 
dale was  under  a  mere  delusion  when 
he  solemnly  made  this  shocking  state- 
ment, that  the  whole  thing  was  a  con- 
trivance of  the  police  for  the  purpose  of 
getting  into  their  toils  a  man  whom,  no 
doubt,  they  had  reason  to  suspect  had 
been  engaged  in  treasonable  practices 
of  another  sort.    It  seems  to  me  that- 
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le  weakness  of  the  Home  Secretary's 
lvestigation,  which  no  doubt  was  a 
ond  fide  one,  was  this :  Did  his  inves- 
gation  extend  to  the  Irish  police? 
ecause  it  is  the  Irish  police,  not  the 
inglish  police,  that  are  implicated  by 
Ir.  Famdale's  statement.  I  agree  at 
nee,  and  I  am  sure  that  no  Home 
iecretary  would  be  capable  of  employ- 
ig  an  agent  provocateur  of  this  cha- 
aeter;  but  it  is  notorious  that  sub- 
rdinates  of  his  in  Ireland  are 
apable  of  doing  such  things.  I 
hould  be  very  sorry  indeed  to 
ake  up  needlessly  a  state  of 
hings  that  I  hope  has  passed  away 
or  ever ;  but  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  I 
lave  only  too  many  materials  for 
emembering  this  subject.  I  shall 
mly  mention  one  fact.  It  is  notorious 
•hat  the  man  who  was  at  the  head 
rf  the  Irish  Constabulary  Detective 
Department  at  that  time  was  a  man  of 
she  most  infamous  character.  It  is 
ictorious  that  this  man,  the  head  of 
ihe  Detective  Department  in  Ireland  in 
foese  very  years,  organised  at  least 
more  than  one  of  those  "  plants,"  so  to 
tty,  of  precisely  the  same  character  as 
Mr.  Farndale  has  mentioned  in  the 
ease  of  Daly.  He  employed  one  man — 
Noonan,  I  believe,  was  his  name — as 
In  agent  of  the  police,  and  from  that 
man's  lips  I  took  down  the  confession 
that  the  head  of  the  detective  force  in 
Ireland  employed  him  to  get  up  a 
bogus  plot  against  the  life  of  one  of  the 
Irish  Judges,  in  which  he  was  to 
endeavour  to  implicate,  if  possible,  a 
Member  of  this  House,  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  South  Tipperary,  who  is  after 
speaking  this  moment.  That  is  not  a 
single  case.  We  all  unhappily  remem- 
ber the  case  of  James  Macdermott. 
We  know  beyond  all  question  that  this 
man  Macdermott  was  visiting  Mr. 
Jenkinson  in  Dublin  Castle  at  the  very 
time  that  he  was  organising  a  dynamite 
Bongpiracy  in  Cork.  We  know  that 
Macdermott  escaped,  as  this  man 
soaped  from  Liverpool,  and  his  unfor- 
tunate victims  found  their  way  to  penal 
servitude.  I  remember  well  the 
Jase  of  Mr.  P.  L.  Fitzgerald,  of 
3ork,  who  was  acquitted  by  a 
Crimes  Act  jury,  and  the  jury  were 
»  shocked  by  the  methods  employed 
n  that  ease  that  they  actually  added  a 
iderto  their  verdict  condemning  the 
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methods  that  had  been  taken  to  impli- 
cate Mr.  Fitzgerald  in  a  murder  con- 
spiracy. These  things  it  is  most  pain- 
ful to  us  to  recall,  but  they  are  matters 
that  are  notorious  in  Ireland,  unhappily. 
And  when  we  know  that  Mr.  Fam- 
dale's statement,  the  statement  of  an 
influential  police  officer  in  England, 
corresponds  exactly  with  our  own  ex- 
perience of  what  happened  in  similar 
cases  in  Ireland  ;  and  when  we  know, 
as  I  must  say,  like  the  hon.  Member 
who  has  just  spoken,  as  I  do  know  from 
my  own  knowledge,  that  John  Daly  was 
a  man  of  integrity,  a  man  of  singular 
ability,  a  man  who  was  an  honest  and 
consistent  opponent  of  Parliamentary 
agitation,  but  who  had  undoubtedly  an 
honest  abhorrence  of  crime  on  his 
character,  and  who  had,  I  may  say,  the 
most  chivalrous  ideas  of  fighting  Eng- 
land in  the  open  —  when  the  Irish 
people  have  all  these  facts  before  them, 
what  can  they  conclude  in  this  case, 
except  that  this  unfortunate  fellow,  who 
was  no  doubt  a  Fenian,  who  was  proud 
to  be  a  Fenian,  was  not  convicted  as  a 
dynamitard,  but  for  all  we  know,  and 
certainly  until  we  have  heard  much 
more  about  it,  he  was  the  victim 
of  some  nefarious  proceeding  on 
the  part  of  some  police  officer. 
I  do  hope  the  hour  has  at  last  arrived 
for  reconsidering  Egan's  case  after 
eight  years  of  frightful  torture  in  an 
English  prison.  He  was  convicted  of 
a  crime  of  which  he  is  as  innocent  as 
any  man  in  this  House.  At  one  time 
he  was  a  believer  in  physical  force  as 
the  only  method  for  the  redress  of 
Irish  grievances.  Thousands  and  tens 
of  thousands  of  men  are  walking  free 
in  Ireland  to-day  who  were  partici- 
pators in  a  crime  for  which  I  am  not 
ashamed  to  confess  myself  on  a  very 
humble  scale  a  participator.  Sir,  there 
is  here  a  much  broader  question  than 
whether  there  has  been  a  possible  mis- 
carriage of  justice  in  two  or  three 
cases.  I  do  not  deny  that  in  a  number 
of  those  cases  the  prisoners  were 
rightly  convicted,  and  of  a  dreadful 
crime ;  and  I  think  there  can  be  no 
doubt  either  that  if  there  was  any  sub- 
stantial danger  of  the  renewal  of  this 
system  of  dynamite  conspiracies,  it 
would  be  unreasonable  and  unjust  to 
extend  mistaken  leniency  to  men 
capable    of    making    war    with     such 
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weapons.  But  all  the  world  knows 
the  circumstances  under  which  these 
dynamite  conspiracies  originated — the 
desperation  and  hopelessness  of 
other  remedies.  All  the  world  knows 
that  they  are  passed  away  and  gone  as 
utterly  as  the  wrongs  of  the  terrible 
penal  laws.  We  have  been  reminded 
by  the  Home  Secretary  to-night  of  some 
circumstances  to  the  contrary.  We 
have  found  in  some  countries  a  lunatic 
who  will  resort  to  dynamite  or  some- 
thing of  that  sort  for  the  purpose  of 
public  or  of  private*  vengeance.  But 
that  is  a  wholly  different  thing.  The 
police  may  be  thoroughly  trusted  to 
deal  with  lunacy  of  that  sort,  and  there 
is  not  the  slightest  hope  of  any  section 
of  the  Irish  people  sympathising  with 
them.  It  is  inevitable  and  natural  that 
the  Irish  people  should  remember  that 
the  motives  of  these  men  were  not 
selfish.  Their  offences  were  committed 
at  a  time  of  desparation  and  bitterness, 
and  although  the  explosions  they 
organised  were  most  reckless  and 
criminal,  they  manifestly  were  not 
planned  with  any  intention  of  destroying 
human  life,  but,  on  the  contrary,  were 
intended  to  create  as  much  alarm  as 
possible  without  destroying  human  life. 
Compared  with  the  frightful  bloodshed 
and  blowing  up  of  public  buildings 
under  the  Commune  in  Paris,  what  are 
the  offences  of  these  men?  And  yet 
the  men  convicted  under  the  Commune 
have  been  amnestied,  and  the  effect  has 
been  to  extinguish  all  danger  of  any- 
thing like  revolutionary  feeling.  I  do 
not  mean  to  exteunate  the  offences  that 
were  committed,  they  were  horrible 
offences,  but  I  do  say  the  public  danger 
is  completely  passed,  and  these  men 
have  expiated  their  offences  by  many 
long  years  of  penal  servitude.  A  feel- 
ing of  trust  is  growing  up  between  the 
two  countries,  and  its  continuance  de- 
pends upon  the  readiness  to  grant 
frank  amnesty  for  all  things  past, 
without  measuring  too  nicely  the  feel- 
ing whether  enough  has  been  done  to 
satisfy  public  justice.  The  Irish  people 
do  not  want  to  make  political 
capital  out  of  this  matter,  they  desire 
to  see  these  unfortunate  men  restored 
to  liberty  while  life  remains  in  them  at 
all,  and  would  respectfully  impress  up- 
on the  Home  Secretary,  and  upon  men 
oft  both  sides  of  the  House,  that  in 

Mr.  William  O'Brien 


yielding  to  the  earnest  desire  of  the 
Irish  people,  they  will  be  doing  more 
than  anything  else  to  remove  unpleasant 
memories,  and  to  knit  the  two  nations 
together,  and  to  make  these  wretched 
crimes  impossible  for  the  future. 

(9.45).     Mr.    EDMUND    LEAMY 
(South  Sligo) :  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Home     Secretary    said    he 
acknowledged  the  sympathy  existing  in 
Ireland  with  Daly  and  with  his  fellow 
prisoners,  and  he  said  he  deplored  that 
feeling.      If,  during  the  short  time  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  represented  an 
Irish  constituency,  he  had  learned  any- 
thing at  all  he  would  be  prepared  to 
know  that  the  speech  he  has  delivered 
to-night  has  intensified  the  feeling  of 
sympathy  with  this  man.     The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  seems  to  think  that  if 
the  Irish  people  knew  as  much  as  he 
does  about  these  men  they  would  not 
have  the  same  feelings  they  now  hare. 
Some  of  the  Irish  people  respected  and 
honoured  them.     It  is  not  so  long  ago 
since    public  feeling    became    sympa- 
thetically aroused  in  England  on  behalf 
of  a   woman    convicted    of    husband- 
poisoning.     She  had  a  perfectly  fair 
trial  and  was  sentenced  to  death.  Why 
was  she  not  executed  ?    If  properly 
tried  and  convicted  the  Home  Secre- 
tary had  no  right  to  yield  to  public 
clamour  and    mitigate    that  sentence 
merely  to   meet  the  public  demand* 
and  the  sympathy  of  the  man  in  the 
street.      The     Irish    prisoners    were 
arrested  in  a  time  of  panic  and  of  fear, 
hostile  to  anything  done  by  Irishmen 
against  England.     No  doubt,   though 
the  jury  that  tried  them  were  desiroufr 
of  doing  justice,  they  must  have  gone 
into  the  box  with  strong  feeling  against 
the  dynamitards,  so  that  the  prisoners 
had    to    face    a    tribunal    that    was 
insensibly    prejudiced    against   them. 
The    next    point    is    that    the    Chief 
Constable  at  Birmingham,  and  some  of 
his  subordinates  declared   that  these 
bombs  were  put  upon  John  Daly  by 
some  of  the  agents  of  the  Irish  police. 
Does  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  believe 
that  the  Chief  Constable  at  Birmingham  f 
Mr.   Farndale,   made    that    statement 
believing  it  to  be  untrue ;  does  he  know 
that  Mr.   Farndale  is  still  the  Chief 
Constable  in  Birmingham,  enjoying  the 
confidence  of  the  people  there?    Sir, 
that  circumstance  goes  far  to  explain 
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be  feelings  of  the  Irish  people.      The 
ight   hon.   Gentleman   says    there    is 
ood  ground  for  re-considering  the  case 
f  Egan,  but  how  long  is  it  to  be  before 
be  case  is  re-considered?    The  right 
on.  Gentleman  refused  to  go  into  the 
rison  treatment  of  these  men,  but  it  is 
dmitted  that  they  were  put  in  special 
ells  where  they  were  confined  16  hours 
er  day  deprived  even  of  the  light  com- 
ag  from  heaven — shut  out  from  the 
ight   of  the    sun — and    I   would  ask 
rnether     it    is     right     in    this     19th 
entury  that  men  should  be  confined  in 
» cell  from  which  God's  light  is  excluded. 
Fhen  there  is  another  matter.    My  hon. 
friend  the  Member  for  Waterford  in- 
cited the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  atten- 
tion to  the  fact  that   Daly  on  three 
xscaaions  was  poisoned  and  actually 
wrought  to  the  door  of  death.     I  want 
x>  ask  any  hon.  Gentleman  whether  he 
ioes  not  think  that  some  consideration 
should    be  shown    to    Daly   on    that 
account.     This  is  torture,   and   some 
compensation  should  be  made ;  we  sug- 
gest that  his  sentence  of  penal  servitude 
should  be  shortened.     It  has  been  over 
and  over  again  declared  by  Ministers 
from  these  Benches  that  it  was  only  by 
outrage  that  the  Irish  people  obtained 
my  recognition  of  their  rights,  and  if 
Irishmen  join   in  these  outrages  they 
have  a  fine  defence  in  the  speeches  of 
many  Ministers  in  this  House  and  else- 
where.     We    are    told   to    bury    the 
hatchet,  to  abandon  old  memories,  but 
I  should  like  to  see  some  reciprocity  ; 
I  should  like  to  see  you  begin.     You 
may  sneer  at  the  sympathy  of  the  Irish 
people    for  these  men.     You  do  not 
understand  the  Irish  people.     We  are 
a  race  distinct  and  apart  from   you. 
Though  you  have  robbed  us  of  the  out- 
ward show  of  our  nationhood,  we  are  a 
distinct  nation  ;  and  I  tell  you  that  if 
you  sneer  at  the    sympaties    of    our 
people,  or    stand    up    in    your    lofty 
superior  way,  as  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man   has    done    to-night,    to  despise 
the  sympathy    they  extend  to  their 
countrymen,    who     have    risked    and 
suffered  for  them,  who  have  laid  down 
their  lives,  even  though  the  project  in 
which  they  have  been  engaged  may 
have  been  mad  and  insensate  projects, 
to  better  their  country,  I  tell  you  you 
we  going  a  bad  way  to  secure  that 
peace    and    harmony    between     this 


country  and  Ireland  which  you  profess 
to  dpm  i*e 

*(10.2.)'  Mk.  C.  DARLING  (Dept- 
ford)  :  Mr.  Speaker,  Sir,  if  it  were 
possible  to  use  an  argument  utterly 
maladroit  and  unfit  to  gain  the  sym- 
pathy of  this  House,  I  should  say  that 
it  would  be  the  use  of  such  an  argu- 
ment as  that  which  has  been  used  by 
the  hon.  Member  who  has  just  sat 
down.  To  say  that  because  the  Irish 
are  a  separate  race,  with  different  views 
of  treason,  with  different  views  of 
felony,  with  different  views  of  right 
and  wrong — [Cries  of  "  No !  "] — Yes — 
to  say  that  when  they  commit  a  crime 
they  should  not  be  punished  for  it, 
when  if  it  were  committed  by  an 
Englishman  he  would  be  punished  for 
it,  is  to  use  an  argument  which  the 
English  people  do  not  understand. 
But  there  was  another  argument — 
the  argument  that  we  are  bound  to 
release  people  who  have  been  guilty  of 
outrage,  of  the  making  of  bombs, 
of  the  firing  of  bombs,  because  years 
ago  in  England  there  were  men 
who  sympathised  with  Orsini ;  and 
that  there  were,  or  are  still,  in 
London,  men  who  carry  on  the  manu- 
facture of  bombs.  I  cannot  understand 
or  sympathise  with  that  argument  for  a 
moment.  That  people  sympathised 
with  Orsini  or  others  who  they  thought 
were  oppressed.  I  can  understand, 
and  they  got  as  much  sympathy  as  they 
deserved.  There  were  people  in  Eng- 
land who  thought  that  the  Emperor  of 
the  French,  who  certainly  had  not 
treated  them  badly,  ought  to  have  done 
something  more  for  them  ;  and  those 
people,  when  they  found  an  attack 
made  by  an  Italian  on  the  Emperor  of 
the  French,  may  have  sympathised  and 
gone  on  sympathising  with  men  like 
Orsini.  I  do  not  know  who  they  were. 
It  certainly  was  not  me,  because  I  have 
no  personal  recollections  of  the  doings 
of  Orsini.  I  have  only  read  of  them. 
But  if  there  were  people  who  sympa- 
thised with  him  and  his  attempt,  can  it 
be  assumed  that  because  they  did  so  we 
should  sympathise  with  people  who 
have  done  as  bad  as  and  worse  than 
Orsini  did.  Now  I  should  imagine  that 
if  there  were  anything  at  ail  in  this 
appeal/W^pUiarnaade  by  hon.  Members 
from  Ireland*  ,offr  by  the  hon.  Member 
who  had  justt/sa^tjown  and  who  sug- 
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gested  that  this  was  the  best  way  to 
unite  the  people  of  England  and  Ire- 
land, then  there  should  have  been  more 
than  one  member  of  the  Front  Opposi- 
tion Bench  present  to  hear  it.  Where 
are  those  who,  if  this  Government  left 
office  to-morrow,  would  come  in  and 
seek  the  release  of  these  men.  They 
are  not  here.  (Cheers.)  They  take 
apparently  the  same  view  as  Her 
Majesty's  ministers,  but  they  do  not 
quite  so  boldly  express  it  on  this 
occasion.  Yet  they  have  done  so.  It 
has  been  said  to-night  that  some  of 
these  men  have  undoubtedly  been 
guilty ;  yet  these  men  are  to  be  re- 
leased equally  with  the  others — men  who 
have  been  admittedly  guilty  of  the  worst 
of  outrages — the  use  of  dynamite  in  the 
^r6secution  of  treasonable  practices. 
It  was  said  that  they  had  been  careful 
not  to  hurt  any  people — only  buildings. 
I  do  not  know  that  they  were  so  careful ; 
but  whether  they  were  or  not,  they 
have  been  convicted  under  a  somewhat 
weak  -  minded  Act  of  treasonable 
practices  instead  of  treason.  If  they 
had  been  convicted  of  treason  we 
should  not  have  been  subjected  to  the 
Debate  to-night  and  that  one  of  last 
year- 


An  hon.  Member  :  Much  more 
merciful. 

Mr.  DARLING  :  Well  then  I  regret 
that  course  has  not  been  adopted,  if  it 
would  have  been  more  merciful.  It  is 
said  these  men  have  been  in  prison  for 
nine  years.  Well,  many  men  in  England, 
and  Ireland  too,  have  been  imprisoned 
for  nine,  and  for  nine  and  twenty,  years. 
Are  they  to  be  released  ?  You  cannot 
commit  a  worse  offence  I  should 
imagine  than  treason. 

An  hon.  Member  :  Yes. 

Mr.  DARLING  :  Well,  not  a  worse 

offence  than  treason  aided  by  dynamite. 

Some  hon.  Members  seem  to  think  that 

treason  is  a  somewhat  venial  offence. 

To  my  mind  it  is  the  worst  of  offences, 

and  the  person   who  is  guilty  of   it 

deserves     the     severest     punishment. 

These  people  have  been  convicted  of 

acts  which   amount  to    treason,    and 

treason  carried  into  effect  by  the  most 

brutal     and     the    most    inhuman    of 

methods.    These  people  have  been  in 

gaol  eight  or  nine  years,  and  we  are 

told  that  for  them  eight  or  nine  years 

is  sufficient,  and  more  than  sufficient. 

Mr.  C.  Darling 


Now,  if  we  are  to  agree  to  that  we  must 
at  the  same  time  agree  that  eight  or 
nine  years  is  sufficient,  or  more  than 
sufficient,  for  every  conceivable  offence. 
We  ought,  therefore,  not  only  to  let 
out  these  prisoners,  but  everybody  who 
has  served  eight  or  nine  years'  penal 
servitude,  because  no  one  can   be  in 
prison   at  this   moment    for  a  worse 
offence  than  that  of  which  those  men 
were  convicted,  that  is  presuming  them 
to  be  guilty.     I  cannot  see,  therefore, 
that  there  is   any    logical  reason  for 
letting  those    people    out  more  than 
for  letting  out  any  other  malefactors. 
I  am  told,  however,  that  these  men  had 
no  sordid  motive  or  object ;  that  they 
had  a  political  object.    It  may  be  so ; 
but  it  has  long  been  conceded  that 
treason  is  the  highest  crime  known  to 
the  law.     It  was  also  said  that  we 
should  let  them  out  because  it  would 
be  personally  gratifying  to  certain  per- 
sons.    All  I  can  say  is  that  we  should 
not   let   them  out  upon  that  score.    I 
can  well  understand  the  solicitude  of 
hon.  Members  of  both  the  Irish  Parties 
opposite.     I  can  well  imagine  that  a 
number  of  votes  depend  on  the  due  and 
warm  advocacy  of  the  case  of  these 
prisoners,   and    full  justice  has  been 
done  to  it.      Everybody  knows  that 
they  will  not  be  released ;    but    the 
speeches  have  been   made,  and  their 
friends  will  be  grateful  and  will  show 
it  in  the  proper  way.     The  hon.  Mem- 
ber said — suppose  Egan,  Larrigan,  and 
O'Brien    had  escaped    to    America — 
happily  they  had  not  the  chance  of  doing 
so— and  we  had  asked  the  Americans  to 
hand  them  back  as  guilty  of  murder, 
would  the  Americans  have  done  it? 
Who  knows?      Perhaps  they   would. 
The  hon.  Member  said  they  would  not. 
Well,  it  might  have  depended  on  the 
weight  of  the  Irish  vote  in  the  Presi- 
dential elections.     It  would  not  have 
depended  on  the  abstract  question  of 
whether  those  men  were  guilty  of  mur- 
der.    It  would  have  been  decided  with 
a  view  to  electioneering  prospects  and 
nothing  else.     At  all  events,  I  think  it 
would.    The  hon.  Member,  who  knows 
America    better    perhaps  than   I  do, 
perhaps  thinks    the  same  thing,  but 
does  not  like  to  say  it.     There  is  a  dis- 
tinction drawn  between  the  case    of 
some  of  the  prisoners  and  that  of  others. 
It  is  said  that  Whitehead,  Gallagher, 
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and  others  were  not  so  guilty  as  the 
rest,  and  should  be  released,  and  that 
Daly  and  Egan  were,  improperly  con- 
victed and  should  be  released.  But  this 
House  has  already  considered  the  ques- 
tion.     Those    who    have    taken    the 
trouble    to  read  the  evidence  in  the 
case  of  Daly  have  been  good  enough 
to     give    us    on     former      occasions 
their     opinions     as     to      the     guilt 
or     innocence     of    this     man    Daly, 
who,  we  are  now  assured,  is  an  innocent 
man.     The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Derby  (Sir  W.  Harcourt) 
was  present  when  this  question  was 
raised  last  year,  and  he  then  gave  it  as 
his  opinion  that  Daly  was  guilty.     He 
had  looked  through  all  the  evidence. 
He  gave  the  House  the  benefit  of  his 
opinion  upon  it,  and  he  pointed  out 
that  all  this  story  on  which  we  are 
asked  to  believe  that  Daly  was  con- 
victed by  error  was  never  alleged  by 
Daly  himself,  but  apparently  was  in- 
vented for  him   by  someone  of  more 
inventive    imagination    than    himself. 
About  that  story  of  an  agent  provocateur 
the  right  hon.  Member  for  Derby  used 
these  words — 

"But  that  is  not  all.  Ever  since  that  time, 
jMwngh  he  has  had  every  opportunity  of 
Biking  that  statement,  he  has  never  done  so. 
Hit  statement  referred,  not  to  an  agent 
provocateur,  but  to  an  informer.  It  showed 
that  he  suspected  there  was  an  informer 
vis  had  told  the  Government  what  sort  of 
tnasactiong  he  was  engaged  in." 

Next  comes  the  commonest  of  old 
excuses.  Long  before  I  had  the  honour 
of  a  seat  in  this  House  I  was  familiar 
with  the  excuses  of  prisoners  at  the 
bar  who  were  found  in  possession  of 
compromising  articles.  They  invariably 
nid  that  they  had  been  given  to  them 
by  a  friend,  who  asked  them  to  take 
care  of  them  for  a  short  time.  I  have 
on  their  behalf  alleged  that  reason, 
sometimes  with  success  and  sometimes 
without  it,  but  I  never  could  hope  to 
allege  it  with  success  to  an  audience 
half  so  intelligent  as  hon.  Gentlemen  on 
the  Benches  opposite.  But  besides  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Derby,  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for 
Haddingtonshire  (Mr.  Haldane)  spoke 
last  year  in  this  debate.  He  spoke  as  a 
friend.  He  said  he  hoped  that  Go- 
vernment would  release  some  of  these 
prisoners,  and  the  reason  he  hoped  they 
would  release  more  than  one  of  these 


prisoners  was  that  they  were  men 
highly  regarded  in  Fenian  circles  who 
longed  for  their  return.  The  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  Haddingtonshire 
said — 

"I  think  it  is  much  to  be  regretted  that 
much  of  the  debate  has  been  wide  of  the 
amendment  which  simply  recommends  a  policy 
of  clemency.  Reasons  nave  been  urged  which 
have  gone  for  the  most  part  to  the  righteous- 
ness of  the  conviction.  On  that  part  of  the 
case  I  do  not  entertain  much  doubt.  I 
listened  carefully  to  the  arguments  advanced 
with  a  view  to  impugn  the  finding  of  the  jury 
in  the  case  of  Daly  and  Egan,  and  it  seemed 
to  me  that  the  answer  of  the  Home  Secretary 
was  conclusive." 

Now  we  have  the  same  arguments 
again.  The  Home  Secretary  has  satis- 
fied the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for 
Haddingtonshire  that  Daly  is  guilty. 
We  are  asked  again  to  believe  that 
Daly  is  the  victim  of  some  nefarious 
plot  on  the  part  of  the  police.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Derby  does  not  believe  it.  The  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  Haddingtonshire 
does  not  believe  it.  I  do  not  know 
who  does  believe  it.  Daly  does  not 
believe  it.  Daly  has  never  said  it. 
Never.  He  has  been  interviewed  more 
than  once.  But  is  it  ground  for  re- 
leasing him  that  he  is  what  he  has 
never  said  he  is  ?  At  the  best  these 
men  are  traitors  and  deserve  a  traitor's 
fate.  It  is  said  that  they  have  had 
enough,  too  much,  when,  after  having 
been  engaged  in  a  plot  to  blow  up  and 
ruin  not  only  the  buildings,  but 
perhaps  also  the  people  of  this 
country,  they  have  been  in 
prison  for  nine  years.  There  are 
persons  who  have  been  convicted  of 
perjury,  or  some  assault,  or  embezzle- 
ment, and  sent  to  penal  servitude,  and 
all  these  people  are  to  remain  in  the 
same  gaol  from  which  these  men  are 
to  be  liberated  because  in  addition  to 
being  dynamitards,  and  liable  to  be 
prosecuted  for  having  dynatnite  in  their 
possession  and  dealing  with  it,  they 
are  traitors,  and  because  they  are 
entitled  to  claim  a  peculiar  clemency 
from  the  nation.  Has  a  case  been 
made  out?  I  do  not  think  so  any 
more  than  the  Front  Opposition  Bench 
think  so.  At  all  events,  a  claim  is 
advanced  on  grounds  which  make  it 
impossible  to  grant  it.  It  is  advanced 
with  regard  to  the  worst  of  them. 
Those  who    have    most   carefully  in- 
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vestigated  the  case  including  the 
present  and  the  last  Home  Secretaries, 
and  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
opposite  (Mr.  Haldane)  have  come  to 
the  conclusion  that  there  was  no  mis- 
carriage of  justice,  and  that  the  verdicts 
of  the  jury  were  right.  By  those 
verdicts  we  must,  I  imagine,  stand. 
This  House  cannot  reverse  them.  It 
cannot  reverse  them  in  deference  to 
the  opinion  that  they  were  wrong,  nor 
I  imagine  can  it  reverse  them  simply  on 
the  ground  of  clemency,  nor  because  the 
hon.  Member  for  Cork  said  there  was 
no  danger,  as  dynamite  outrages  have 
ceased.  I  see  in  that  an  additional 
reason  for  keeping  them  in.  If  you 
are  wise,  detain  them  where  they  are 
while  dynamite  outrages  do  not  go  on. 
10.21.  Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Long- 
ford, N.) :  The  hon.  and  learned  Mem- 
ber for  Deptford  has  stated  that  this 
Motion  has  been  brought  forward  on 
this  side  in  order  to  catch  votes.  If  so, 
I  wonder  for  what  purpose  his  speech 
was  made  He  says  we  brought  for- 
ward this  Motion  knowing  it  was  hope- 
less, and  that  it  was  certain  to  be 
refused.  If  our  Motion  was  brought 
forward  with  the  object  of  gaining  votes, 
at  any  rate,  in  its  essence,  our  attitude 
is  more  respectable  in  suing  for  mercy 
and  clemency  for  those  men  than  is  his 
speech,  which  was  an  unnecessary 
speech,  refusal  having  already  been 
given,  and  a  speech  only  made  for  the 
purpose  of  attracting  the  votes  of  cer- 
tain Conservatives  in  his  own  Con- 
stituency. The  speech  to  which  we 
have  just  listened  almost  makes  a  man 
understand  a  dynamitard.  If  there 
were  anything  calculated  to  drive  a 
man  into  rebellion  it  is  the  notion  that 
he  was  being  ruled  by  670  gentlemen 
like  the  hon.  Member  for  Deptford. 
And  when  I  reflect  that  it  is  by  votes 
and  recommendations  and  decisions  of 
a  number  of  gentlemen  like  the  Mem- 
ber for  Deptford  that  our  country  is 
ruled,  and  that  speeches  like  his  will 
be  telegraphed  to  America,  insulting, 
as  they  do,  our  nation  in  that  country, 
and,  not  only  our  nation,  but  the  Presi- 
dent and  Senate  and  Congress  of  the 
United  States  and  its  Ambassadors, 
I  really  wonder  that  you  have  not 
further  crops  of  incendiaries  in  that 
Republic.  The  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Deptford, 

Mr.  Darling 


fortunately  for  himself,  was  never  Mem- 
ber for  Dungarvan.     He  has  no  past  to 
apologise  for.     I  think  I  do  remember 
a  speech    made  for  amnesty  by  the 
Member  for  Dungarvan.    When  we  ate 
asked  here  to  explain  how  it  is  that  there 
are  masses  of  men  in  Ireland  who  sympa- 
thise with  some  of  these  men  who  are 
in  prison,  we  can  remember  the  great 
defence    which    was    made    for    poor 
O'Donovan  Bossa  on  the  hustings  of 
the  old  fishing    village  when  it  was 
declared  that   O'Donovan   Bossa  and 
Thomas  Clarkson  embodied  the  passion 
for    liberty    of    the     Irish    race.      I 
attribute  the  courtesy  exhibited  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Home  Secre- 
tary to  an  unconscious  cerebration  or 
some  political  transfusion  which  enabled 
him  while  still  Home  Secretary  of  this 
great  Empire  to  remember  the  days 
when  he  addressed  the  humble  fisher- 
men at  Dungarvan.    The  Home  Secre- 
tary has  made  a  speech  which  in  its 
tone  and  temper  differed  widely  from 
the  speech  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  who 
has  just  sat  down.     But  I  am  bound  to 
say  that  I  think  it  was  lacking  in  two 
or  three  points.     Of  course  we  draw  a 
wide  distinction  so  far  as  our  own  view 
is  concerned  between  the  cases  which 
have  been   brought  forward  and  the 
cases  of  men  as  to  whose  trial  no  ques- 
tion   has  been   raised  ;   and    it  most 
necessarily  be  admitted  that  their  posi- 
tion stands  on  a  different  footing  from 
that  of  others.  But  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Home    Secretary  has  stated 
that  as  regards  Daly  he  had  himself 
seen  the  Chief  Constable  of  Birming- 
ham.    But  he  did  not  say  anything  on 
a  point  as    to  which  I  think  we  are 
entitled  to  an  answer.     If  he  expects 
to  convince  us,  I  ask  him  if  he  con- 
vinced the  Chief  Constable  of  Birming- 
ham, and  if  he  did  not  succeed,  and  he 
did  not  pretend  that  he  did,  in  driving 
out  of  the  mind  of  Mr.  Farndale  the 
haunting  suspicion  which  lurked  therein, 
what  hope  have  you  of  driving  out  of 
our  minds  the  notion  that  there  was 
some  unfair  play  ?     I  imagine  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  having  his  conference 
with  the   Chief  Constable  and  saying 
to  him  :    "  I  will  now  lay  before  you 
all  the  documents  in  my  possession  in 
the    Home   Office,    and  having  them 
before  you  I  will  ask  you  to  withdraw  and 
retract  this  unfortunate  document  yon 
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have    sent."       But    the    right    hon. 
Gentleman  with  all   the    information 
at   his  disposal   did    not    succeed    in 
vacating  Mr.  Farndale's  mind  of  the 
remarkable  impressions  which  existed 
Ghere,  and  so  far  as  the  Irish  people 
are  concerned,  and  I  say  so  far  as  the 
English  people  are  concerned,  all  we 
know  is  that  the  chief  officer  of  the 
Birmingham  police,  charged  with  the 
luty  of  tracking  down  offenders  has 
stated  that  the  whole  of  this  business 
bo  far  as  Daly  was  concerned  was,  and 
never  could  be  anything  but  a  plant 
and  a  trick.     But  the  Home  Secretary 
did  one  thing  to-night  which  I  conceive 
bo  be  unfair.     We  know  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Bury  (Sir 
H.  James)   conducted  these  prosecu- 
tions.    We    know    further    more  his 
high  character  in  this  House  and  the 
fairness  with  which   he    has    always 
addressed    himself    to    this  question. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Bury  did  not   state  to  the   jury 
anything  in  connection  with  Daly  and 
Bre8lin   about  dynamite    shells  being 
thrown  from  the  gallery  of  this  House. 
After  there  has  been  eight  years'  expia- 
tion of  their  offences,  the  Home  Secre- 
tary draws  out  of  his  pocket  a  docu- 
ment, saying,  "  I  have  here  a  letter  from 
Daly  to   Breslin    with    these  terrible 
suggestions."     If  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
Hfeman  was  in  possession  of  that  docu- 
ment, why  did  not  the  right  hon.  Member 
tor  Bury  present  it  to  the  jury  at  the 
trial?  Where  did  this  letter  come  from  ? 
We  have  heard  of  the  letters  of  a  gentle- 
man named   Pigott,   and  when   eight 
Era  afterwards  a  document  of  this 
d  is  relied  upon  in  this  House,  I  say 
A  must  be  tainted  at  the  source,  and 
the  mere  fact  that  it  was  not  used  by 
4  gentleman  like  the  right  hon.  Member 
tor  Bury  in  his  grave  duties  as  prosecutor 
m  a  grave  case  like  this  damns  that 
document  in  the  judgment  of    every 
honest  man.     We  are  entitled  to  say 
that   the    case    against    Daly    is    an 
•extremely  weak  one,  if  the  right  hon. 
'Gentleman    is    driven    to     fall    back 
•On  a  document  not  produced  at  the 
trial,    and    containing    allegations    so 
•crashing  as  are  now  suggested.     If  it 
is  in  the  handwriting  of  Daly,  surely  it 
would  have  been  easy  to  have  proved 
%    I  think  it    was    unfair    and    re- 
grettable, rather,  I  think,  due  to  a  slip, 


that  the  Home  Secretary  trotted  out 
the  document  before  us  to-night,  for 
he  has  used  it  in  regard  to  a  man 
whose  mouth  is  closed  and  his  hands 
bound ;  and,  under  these  circumstances, 
some  Member  of  the  Government 
should  take  the  opportunity  of  clearing 
the  letter  away,  or  explaining  why  it 
was  not  used  before.  I  read  a  letter 
in  the  Times  the  other  day,  in  which 
an  eminent  English  lawyer,  after  com- 
plimenting the  right  hon.  Member  for 
Bury  on  the  conduct  of  the  trials,  said 
that  whatever  question  existed  in  his 
mind  with  regard  to  Daly,  there  would 
be  none  with  regard  to  Egan.  John 
Daly  must  be  a  man  of  more  than 
common  mould,  who,  after  all  the 
tortures  he  underwent,  the  horrible 
dress,  and  the  cheerless  and  inhospitable 
character  of  the  place  in  which  they  were, 
when  believing  himself  dying  from 
doses  of  poison,  had  no  thought  but  of 
his  fellow-prisoner  ;  all  he  wanted  was 
to  secure  the  liberation  and  redress  of 
his  fellow-prisoner.  Two  or  three 
years  ago  the  Report  of  the  Prison 
Visitors  was  placed  before  the  House, 
and  in  that  were  Daly's  statements, 
reading  which  any  man  must  have 
some  feeling  of  doubt  in  regard  to  the 
case.  Believing  he  was  dying,  he 
asked  to  be  allowed  to  see  Egan  to  ask 
his  forgiveness  for  the  great  wrong  he 
had  done  him  ;  to  say  that  he  had  no 
more  share  in  his  confidence  than  a 
child  unborn,  and  never  knew  his 
political  opinions.  And  then  he  gave 
further  reasons  to  show  the  innocence 
of  Egan.  I  think  that  even  British 
justice  might  take  facts  of  that  kind 
into  its  ken ;  and  that  when  a  large 
body  of  Irish  opinion  comes  to  the 
House  of  Commons  with  a  plea  for 
these  men,  it  should  be  met  in  a  better 
spirit  than  was  shown  by  the  hon. 
Gentleman  to-night.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  says  he  sees  some  chance 
of  perhaps  at  some  future  time  doing 
something  in  regard  to  the  case.  I  ask 
the  right  hon.  Member  for  Bury  whether 
he,  from  his  great  forensic  position,  and 
as  one  of  the  most  confidential  supporters 
of  the  Government,  does  not  think  that 
now,  after  eight  years  of  terrible  slavery, 
something  might  not  be  done,  at  any 
rate,  as  regards  Egan's  case.  With  re- 
gard to  him,  the  one  you  call  the  princi- 
pal offender  says,  that  he  had  no  share 
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or  part  in  his  offences.  After  these 
eight  years  it  would  not  be  unbecoming 
to  the  right  hon.  Member  for  Bury  if  he 
could  see  his  way  to  intervene — aye, 
even  to  intercede,  and  do  something  to 
open  still  more  the  mind  of  the  Home 
Secretary.  I  fully  sympathise  with  the 
hon.  Member  for  Waterford  in  regard 
to  bringing  forward  anything  in  respect 
to  prison  treatment.  We  were  to  a 
certain  extent  enjoying  the  hospital- 
ity of  the  Home  Secretary  when  we 
saw  these  men  in  their  cells,  and 
it  would  not  be  becoming  in  the 
hon.  Member  for  Waterford  or  myself 
to  say  anything  as  to  what  we  heard  or 
saw  of  the  prison  treatment,  but  I  may 
say  that  I  think  the  entire  treatment 
of  prisoners  of  this  class  is  not  worthy 
of  a  great  country.  What  advantage 
have  you  in  treating  your  worst 
enemies,  politically  speaking,  in  the 
same  wray  as  you  treat  burglars  and 
thieves  ?  John  Mitchell  was  convicted 
of  treason  felony  and  sentenced  to  the 
same  term  as  Egan,  in  1848,  and  it 
will  be  remembered  that  complaint  wras 
made  that  when  he  was  going  out  to 
Bermuda  on  a  man-of-war  he  messed 
with  the  officers,  but  a  minute  was  sent 
out  by  the  Government  approving  of 
his  treatment.  Is  not  the  year  1892 
more  advanced  in  charity  and  civiliza- 
tion, even  British  civilization,  than  the 
year  1848?  Yet  in  1848,  when  this 
Act  was  brand  new,  passed  in  a  panic, 
you  allowed  the  Mitchels,  the  Martins, 
and  others  to  be  treated  as  gentlemen, 
and  to  sit  side  by  side  with  officers  hold- 
ing Her  Majesty's  commission.  When 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
was  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  he  had 
to  give  way  on  the  question  of  prison 
treatment,  and  allow  prisoners  of  a 
certain  class  to  retain  their  own  dress. 
Many  of  these  men  are  being  driven 
insane.  This  Blue  Book  deals  with 
the  case  of  the  man  Flanagan,  and  the 
report  must  make  it  obvious  to  every 
man  that  he  was  at  that  moment  almost 
a  lunatic.  What  have  you  done  since 
that  to  relieve  his  distress  ?  You  have 
kept  him  quarrying  and  picking  oakum. 
It  is  the  duty  of  the  officials  to  prevent 
malingering,  but  in  such  a  case  as  this 
there  should  be  presented  year  after 
year  doctors'  reports  on  the  condition 
of  the  men.  The  report  was  made  in 
March,  1890,  and  evidently  the  investi- 

Mr.  T.  M.  Healy 


gation  took  place  in  1889  ;  the  kind  of 

incoherent    replies    he     gave    to    thfr 

visitors    will    be    found     on    page   7. 

Several  times  he  says  : 

"I  have  power  to  show  great  signs  ami 
wonders  in  the  earth  by  shutting  up  th* 
organs  of  my  body." 

I     have     called      attention     to     this, 
case    for    two     or    three    years,  but, 
as  far  as    I  can  make  out  Flanagan  is 
undergoing  exactly  the  same  treatment 
as  he  was  then.     We  are  entitled  to 
say  that   the  offences  most  of    these 
men  have  committed  have  been  due  to> 
a  desire  to  carry  out  political  changes, 
by  misconceived  means ;  and  you  cannot 
be  expected  to  look  at  their  offences  in 
the  same  way  that  wre  do  ;  but  we  am 
entitled  to  say  that,  if  they  have  been 
sentenced  to  penal  servitude,  they  are 
not   sentenced   to  be  poisoned,  or  to 
insanity.     We  are  entitled  to  ask  that 
doctors'  reports  shall  be  made  annually 
with  regard  to  these  men,  who  are  more 
liable    to    harsh  treatment  than  any 
others  in  Her  Majesty's  prisons.     You 
may  say  this  is  an  exceptional  course. 
Exactly ;  these  are  exceptional  cases* 
We  are  entitled  to  have  reports  during 
the  time  they  are  in  custody,  be  that- 
time  long  or  short,  and  the  House  may 
expect  to  hear  of  them  again  and  again- 
It  was  only  the  other  day  I  received  a 
statutory  declaration  from  a  man  who* 
was  in  constant  political    association 
with  Daly  up  to  the  year  of  his  arrest,, 
and  that  states  that  Daly   was  con- 
stantly protesting  his    horror  of    the 
dynamite     and     similar     movements* 
Where  there  is  conflicting  testimony  I 
prefer  to  believe  my  own  countrymen, 
the    testimony    of     Daly's   friends  to 
that  of  his  enemies,  and  we  shall,  in 
and  out  of  season,  support  any  move- 
ment to  alleviate  his  lot,  and  to  secure 
his  speedy  release  from  prison. 
*(10.55.)     Sir  JOSEPH  McKENNA 
(Monaghan,  S.) :     We  are  all  familiar 
with  the  defences  usually  set  up  by  the* 
Home   Secretary  for  the  time  bemgr 
when  an  allegation  of  a  miscarriage  of 
justice  is  made  in  this  House.     I  shall 
refer  to  one  case  only.     When  that  of 
Kilmartin,      who     was     subsequently 
liberated,  was  originally  raised  in  the 
time  of  a  predecessor  of  the  right  hon* 
Gentleman,  I  ventured  to  give  my  firm 
opinion  that  he   was  innocent  of  the* 
crime  with  which  he  was  charged,  and 


285 


Address  in 


{11  February,  1892} 


Answer  to  Her 


286 


of  which  he  had  been  found  guilty. 
The  case  was  nearly  on  all  fours  with 
that  of  Egan.  It  was  shortly  this  :  a 
lnan,  who  was  dying  in  the  United 
States,  told  the  priest  who  attended 
him  on  the  occasion  that  there  was  a 
man  in  prison  named  Kilmartin  con- 
victed of  the  attempt  to  murder  a  man 
in  the  West  of  Ireland,  but  that  it  was 
he,  and  not  Kilmartin,  who  made  the 
attempt,  and  that  Kilmartin  was 
innocent.  The  only  difference  in  the 
two  cases  was  that  Daly,  when  he 
exonerated  Egan,  only  believed  himself 
to  be  dying  ;  whilst  in  Kilmartin's  case 
the  man  who  confessed  did  actually 
die.  The  priest  to  whom  the  statement 
was  made  by  the  dying  man,  not  under 
the  seal  of  the  confessional,  communi- 
cated with  the  friends  of  Kilmartin, 
and  the  matter  was  brought  to  the 
notice  of  the  Home  Secretary  ;  but 
it  was  not  until  the  debate 
became  personal  that  further  inquiry 
was  granted  into  the  matter.  It  then 
reached  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
8ensorium  that  it  was  a  real  miscarriage 
of  justice.  With  regard  to  Daly,  I  know 
a  great  deal  ;  I  also  know  a  great 
deal  of  the  opinions  of  the  late  Isaac 
Butt  about  him.  They  were  great 
friends,  but  Butt  was  incensed  in  a 
certain  way  against  Daly,  whom,  how- 
ever, he  believed  to  be  as  high-minded 
&  man  as  he  ever  knew.  Mr.  Butt,  no 
doubt,  further  said  that  Daly  would,  in 
one  sense,  be  a  curse  if  he  joined  the 
party,  and  he  was  glad  that  he  had 
pot  joined  us.  This  question  involved 
in  the  cases  of  Daly  and  Egan 
should  be  treated  in  a  different  spirit 
to  that  shown  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Home  Secretary.  We 
know  that  special  cases  have  to  be 
treated  in  a  special  manner;  if  the 
whole  country  is  agitated,  as  we  know 
it  is,  over  the  cases  of  these  men,  I 
think  the  best  policy  that  the  Government 
oould  now  adopt  would  be  to  say  that 
these  men  have  been  subjected  to  a 
larffe  amount  of  punishment  already, 
and  that,  having  regard  to  all  the 
circumstances,  their  cases  would  be 
taken  into  consideration  with  a  view  to 
the  liberation  of  as  many  as  they 
possibly  could.  The  people  of  Ireland 
are  susceptible  of  gratitude,  and  that,  I 
ahould  say,  would  be  the  best  policy  to 
pursue.    I    believe  Daly  to  be  quite 


innocent  of  the  crime  with  which  he 
was  charged ;  at  all  events,  so  far  as  the 
use  of  dynamite  was  concerned.  I  believe, 
also,  there  has  been  no  answer  given  to 
the  case  made  out  by  Mr.  Farndale ; 
and  unless  the  Government  are  pre- 
pared to  answer  it,  they  must  rest  under 
a  degree  of  suspicion  that  they  are 
holding  back  something  that  ought  to 
be  known. 

(11.4.)  Mr.  J.  G.  SWIFT  MAC 
NEILL  (Donegal,  S.)  :  I  think  it  is  very 
clear  that  a  miscarriage  of  justice  has 
occurred  in  various  cases,  and  mainly 
in  the  case  of  Egan  ;  but  hon.  Gentle- 
men upon  both  sides  of  the  House 
need  not  be  surprised  that  a  charge 
of  miscarriage  of  justice  has  been  made* 
for  hon.  Gentlemen  should  recollect 
that  this  is  not  the  first  time  that  jus- 
tice has  miscarried  in  England.  I  will 
mention  one  case,  and  I  think  it  ought 
to  be  a  warning  to  both  sides  of  the 
House — I  mean  the  case  in  Manchester, 
when  O'Brien  and  Larkin  were  sen- 
tenced to  death.  Four  men  were  sen- 
tenced to  death,  the  Judge  seeing  no- 
difference  between  the  case  of  the  fourth 
man  and  that  of  the  other  three.  The 
reporters  who  had  heard  the  evidence 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
fourth  man  was  not  guilty,  and  they 
addressed  a  strong  remonstrance  in 
reference  to  it,  with  the  result  that  the 
case  of  the  fourth  man  was  re-considered, . 
and  he  was  reprieved.  The  fourth  man 
was  convicted  not  upon  evidence,  but 
from  prejudice,  and  in  the  height  of 
political  passion,  and  I  believe  the  same1 
may  be  said  of  Daly,  who  undoubtedly 
was  prejudiced  from  his  former  connec- 
tion with  Fenianism .  Having  regard  to 
the  circumstances  under  which  Daly 
was  convicted,  I  think  a  very  strong. 
case  has  been  made  out  in  his  behalf, 
for  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  great  pre- 
judice existed  against  him  at  the  time 
of  his  conviction.  Having  regard  to 
the  fact  that  a  period  of  eight  years  has 
elapsed,  and  recollecting  that  the 
theory  of  the  law  is  that  punishment, 
is  only  imposed  as  a  preventative, 
I  do  not  see  why  clemency  should 
not  be  exercised  towards  these  men. 
Hon.  Gentlemen  have  spoken  of  the 
Fenian  movement,  but  the  Fenians, 
were  men  who  were  capable  of  making, 
great  sacrifices,  and  even  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Home  Secretary  him- 
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self  at  one  time  was  not  ashamed 
to  avail  himself  of  the  influence  of 
Fenianism.  Does  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man recollect  Dungarvan?  (Cheers.) 
He  does;  well,  and  this  is  how  the 
Times,  in  a  leader,  on  the  21st  Novem- 
ber, 1868,  speaks  of  his  return — 

"  Mr.  Henry  Matthews  .  is  returned  for 
Dungarvan,  and  is  ranked  as  a  Liberal, 
but  as  his  Liberalism  is  apparently  the 
<result  of  a  cross  between  Toryism  and 
Fenianism,  and  is  not  inconsistent  with  a 

feneral  denunciation  of  all  Liberal  statesmen, 
is    vote    is    not    altogether   certain.     His 
-opponent,  Mr.  Serjeant  Barry,  a  Liberal,  had, 
it  appears,  in  the  course  of  his  duty  as  a 
barrister,  committed  the  crime  of  holding  a 
•brief  against   a  Fenian   prisoner;  and  Mr. 
Matthews,  who  is,  we  believe,  an  Englishman, 
•availed  himself  of  the  discontent  of  the  dis- 
affected portion  of  the  constituency  with  this 
►act  to  turn  Mr.  Serjeant  Barry  out  of  his 
*«eatn    (Cheers.) 

That  appeared  in  a  Times  leader  upon 
:21st  November,  1868.  I  think,  therefore, 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  having 
regard  to  old  associations — (laughter) — 
might  liberate  these  men ;  he  might 
very  well  liberate  Daly  now.  Recollect 
that  Daly  could  very  easily  have 
-escaped  further  punishment  if  he  liked. 
He  was  visited  in  prison  by  Pigott  and 
by  Mr.  Soames ;  and  if  he  had  yielded 
to  the  temptation  to  join  with  them  in 
blackening  the  character  of  Irish  Mem- 
bers, he  might  have  been  free  and  in  as 
good  a  position  as  some  of  his  prose- 
cutors. He  was  tempted  to  commit 
perjury  and  to  purchase  his  liberty  at 
the  expense  of  the  characters  of  the 
Irish  Members,  for  on  the  28th  March, 
1888,  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department  said — 

"  Richard  Pigott  got  permission  to  visit 
John  Daly  at  Chatham  Prison  on  the  12th 
November,  1888 ;  he  paid  the  visit  on  the  3rd 
December,  1888,  in  the  presence  of  Major 
Capel,  the  Deputy  Governor.    Daly  had  been 

Sreviously  visited  on  the  21st    October    by 
Ir.  Soames." 

I  may  say  that  Soames  got  permission 

to   see   Daly  for  the  purposes  of  the 

Parnell  Commission,  and  that  Pigott 

.got   permission  for  the  same  purpose. 

The  interview  took  place  in  secret,  and 

the  man  who  resisted  such  temptation 

and   accepted  in  preference   to  go  to 

penal   servitude  is    not    likely  to    be 

.guilty  of  the  foul  offence  of  outrage. 

Revolutionists  of   that  kind  are  men 

filled  with   great  enthusiasm  and  are 

not     likely    to    condescend    to    petty 

.artifices.     The  House  has  heard  with 

Mr.  /.  G.  Swift  Mac  Neill 


astonishment  a  statement  made  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  North-East  Cork  in 
reference  to  the  organised  perjury  and 
conspiracy  by  which  Daly  was  con- 
victed. A  letter  was  read  from  Mr. 
John  Ellis  Trench  to  the  effect  that  the 
Government  had  a  very  narrow  escape ; 
the  phrase  used,  I  believe,  was  "  We  sail 
very  close  to  the  wind,"  and  I  should 
like  to  know  if  that  was  in  reference  to 
the  bombs  that  had  been  placed  in 
Egan's  garden  by  some  other  person  ? 

Mr.  MATTHEWS:  Daly  admitted 
that  he  put  them  there  himself. 

Mr.  MAC  NEILL  :  Daly's  statement 
was  that  he  put  them  there  to  conceal 
them,  and  that  they  had  been  put  by 
some  trick  into  his  possession. 

Mr.  MATTHEWS  :  No,  no ;  nothing 
of  the  sort.  Daly  simply  said  that 
he  put  them  there  himself. 

Mr.  MAC  NEILL  :  Well,  I  make  the 
statement    upon  what  information  I 
have  before  me,  and  I  understand  that 
Daly  distinctly  told  the  jury  so.     Now, 
the  head  of  the  detective  department  at 
Birmingham,  who  could  have  no  per- 
sonal or  political  purpose  to  serve,  has 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  Daly  was 
innocent,  and  when  such  a  man  comes 
to  that  conclusion,  I  ask  how  can  a 
prisoner  be  kept  in  any  longer  ?     It  is 
not  likely  that  he  who  refuses  to  com- 
mit perjury  would  condescend  to  any 
subterfuge  in   reference   to  dynamite. 
The  Times,  and  the  Government  which 
connected  itself  with  the  Times,  thought 
that   Daly  was  a  terrible  witness  to 
produce  at  the  Commission.      I  do  not 
think  that  there  is  any  reason  what- 
ever for  keeping  this   man,  who  has 
already  expiated  any  offence  he  may 
have  committed,  in  prison  any  longer, 
and  I  hope  that  the  clemency  of  the 
Crown  will  be  exercised  in  regard  to 
him.  I  hope  and  trust  that  the  Govern- 
ment will  see  their  way  to  meet  the 
unanimous  desire  of  the  Irish  people  in 
this  matter,  a  desire    which   is  gene- 
rally   entertained.      I    do    not    know 
whether  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
had  any  experience  of  penal  servitude, 
but  everyone  who  has  gone  through  a 
prison  must  know  that  penal  servitude 
is  worse  than  death,  and  I  believe  if 
hon.    Members    below    the  Gangway 
would  put  more    pressure   upon    the 
Home  Secretary  this  very  reasonable 
appeal  would  be  yielded  to  at  once. 
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*Mb.     MARTIN    FLAVIN    (Cork): 
Being   a  new  Member,   it  is  not  my 
Intention  to  occupy  the  time  of  the 
House  until    I  acquire   some  experi- 
ence,   but,    having    listened   carefully 
to  the  hon.  Members  who  have  pre- 
•ceded  me,andto  theHomeSecretary  ,1  feel 
bound,  in  the  interests  of  humanity,  if 
for  no   other  reason,   to  support  the 
Amendment  of  the  hon.   Member  for 
Waterford.     I  should  like  to  reply  to 
one  observation  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Deptford,  who,  I  believe,  is  not  now  in 
the  House.     (An  hon.  Member  :    Yes.) 
He  has  said  that  this  action  is  taken 
for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  votes.   I,  as 
anew  Member,repudiate  that.  My  action 
in  this  matter,  and  I  hope  the  action 
of  my  brother  Members,  is  actuated 
by  higher  motives  than  to  gain  votes. 
I    have    no  sympathy  whatever  with 
dynamitards.  I  have  no  sympathy  with 
crime  of  any  kind;   but  I  have  con- 
•siderable  sympathy,  from  what  I  have 
heard  to-night,   with  the  unfortunate 
men  who  have  suffered  so  much  in 
prison.     The  hon.  and  learned  Member 
ior  Deptford  spoke  as  if  trial  by  jury 
were  infallible.     It  is  well-known  that 
in   many  political  cases    in    Ireland, 
chiefly  in    times    of    panic,    innocent 
persons  have  been  punished.  It  was  only 
the  other  day  I  accidentally  came  across 
4  newspaper  account  of  a  conviction  of 
two   men,    which    has    been    already 
referred  to  in  this  House — an  account 
<rf  a  conviction  in  1879  on  a  charge  of 
burglary     and     attempt     to     murder. 
"These  men  were  released  in  1888,  when 
it  was  proved  to  demonstration  that 
they  were  innocent.     That  being  so,  I 
hold  that  trial  by  jury  is  not,  at  all  events, 
infallible.      I  referred  to  the  fact  that 
in  times  of  political  excitement,  juries 
may  be  carried  away  by  their  feelings. 
The    hon.   and    learned    Member    for 
Deptford,  and  I  think  the  hon.  Member 
for  Donegal,  referred  to  the  case  of 
Allen,    Larkin,  and    O'Brien,  and  the 
hon.  Member  for  Donegal  said  that 
there  were  four  men  found   guilty  of 
murder.    The  hon.  Member  for  Dept- 
ford said   that   three  were   tried    for 
murder.     With  all  respect  to  the  hon. 
Members,   I  believe  I   am    correct  in 
saying  that  I  am  as  conversant  with 
these  events  as  they  are.     There  were 
five  men  put  upon  their  trial :   three 


were  convicted  and  executed  ;  the  two 
others  were  liberated  immediately  after 
conviction.  In  that  trial  two  were 
liberated  and  three  were  executed.  I 
knew  one  of  the  three — O'Brien ;  and 
if  I  believed  him  to  be  a  murderer,  I 
would  not,  as  a  Member  of  this  House, 
refer  to  the  fact  that  I  was  acquainted 
with  him ;  but  I  do  so,  not  with 
shame,  but  with  pride,  for  a  finer 
specimen  of  an  Irishman  I  never  knew ; 
and  although  I  may  not  be  able  to 
convince  the  House  that  that  man  was 
innocent  of  the  crime  for  which  he  was 
executed,  I  am  myself  convinced  of  the 
fact.  I  myself  regretted  at  the  time 
that  life  was  taken,  but  I  do  firmly 
believe  that  that  life  was  taken  not 
designedly,  but  through  misadventure. 
Under  these  circumstances,  I  think  it 
not  at  all  unreasonable  that  this  House 
should  consent  to  the  Amendment  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  Waterford,  which 
is  not  for  the  release  of  these  men, 
but  that  their  case  should  be  re- 
considered, and  if  found  desirable  that 
they  should  be  leniently  treated.  I 
have  to  thank  the  House  for  the  kind- 
ness with  which  they  have  heard  me. 

(11.26.)  Mr.  W.  H.  K.  RED- 
MOND (Fermanagh,  N.) :  It  has  been 
said  more  than  once  in  this  Debate  that 
a  considerable  feeling  had  been  raised 
throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of 
Ireland  at  the  continued  imprisonment 
of  these  men,  Mr.  Daly,  Egan,  and  the 
other  persons  convicted.  One  hon. 
Member,  the  hon.  Member  for  Deptford, 
said  that  if  these  men  were  English- 
men their  cases  would  not  be  re- 
considered. If  they  were  Englishmen 
a  very  considerable  amount  of  con- 
sideration would  be  given  to  their  case. 
If  there  were  16  Englishmen  in  prison 
in  this  country  whose  case  had  by 
great  demonstration  been  brought 
to  the  notice  of  the  public,  I  am  quite 
certain  a  great  amount  of  consideration 
would  be  paid  to  the  matter.  Some  of 
the  largest  and  most  influential  gather- 
ings that  have  taken  place  in  Ireland 
during  recent  years  have  occurred 
during  the  last  12  months  with  the 
object  of  calling  the  attention  of  the 
House  and  of  the  Government  to  this 
important  matter.  This  is  not  a 
question  that  has  attracted  the  atten- 
tion of  one  or  two  Members  of  Parlia- 
ment ;  it  is  a  question  which  is  forced 
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upon  the  attention  of  the  House  by  the 
people  of  Ireland,  and  it  is  a  question 
which  will  continue  to  be  agitated, 
listened  to  or  not.  Reference  has  been 
made  to  good  feeling  between  the  people 
of  this  country  and  those  of  Ireland. 
All  I  can  say  is  that  it  is  the  opinion  of 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  the  people,  of 
Ireland  the  sooner  that  feeling  is 
established  the  better ;  but  it  cannot 
be  established  as  long  as  we  have  Mem- 
bers— such  as  the  hon.  Member  for 
Deptford — sneering  at  men  whom  he 
knows  are  regarded  with  feelings  of 
veneration  by  thousands  of  people,  who 
are  the  hon.  Member's  fellow-subjects. 
He  told  us  that  Allen,  Larkin,  and 
O'Brien  were  murderers;  he  told  us 
that  we,  the  Irish  people,  were  a 
peculiar  people ;  that  the  Government 
of  America,  in  the  matter  of  extradi- 
tion, was  not  influenced  by  right,  by 
justice,  or  by  law,  but  by  the  meanest 
possible  object,  that  of  catching  the 
votes  of  the  Irish  people,  and  that  for 
that  reason,  and  that  reason  alone,  they 
exercised  their  powers.  A  speech  of 
more  studied  insult  was  never  uttered 
in  this  House,  and  I  say  it  is  painful  to 
think  that  when  a  speech  of  that  kind 
is  delivered,  not  a  Gentleman  upon 
these  Benches,  or  upon  the  Front  Opposi- 
tion Benches,  rises  to  protest  against 
the  insults  that  have  been  directed 
against  their  countrymen  and  us.  This 
Government  have  but  a  few  months  of 
power  remaining  to  them,  and  recent 
elections  point  pretty  clearly  to  the 
fact  that  when  next  this  question 
is  brought  before  the  House  it  will  not 
be  the  Home  Secretary  of  ex-Fenian 
sympathies  who  will  have  to  reply  on 
behalf  of  the  Home  Office.  It  is  quite 
clear  that  from  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man and  his  friends  we  have  little  to 
expect,  but  we  may  expect  a  good  deal 
from  his  successor  in  office.  It  would 
allay  agitation  in  Ireland  and  satisfy  a 
strong  demand  made  there,  if  some 
right  hon.  Gentleman  from  the  Front 
Opposition  Bench  would  give  an  assur- 
ance that  when  the  present  Opposition 
have  the  power  the  cases  of  these  men 
shall  be  re-considered.  I  am  not  asking 
any  man  to  guarantee  a  release,  but 
that  these  cases  shall  be  re-considered 
in  view  of  the  fact  that  most  extra- 
ordinary facts  have  come  to  light 
bearing  on  some  of  these  cases  in  the 

Mr.  W.  H.  K.  Redmond 


closest    possible    way.     The    present 
Government  refuse  to  go  so  far  as  that, 
but   I  doubt    if  even  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Derby  {Sir 
W.    Harcourt)   would  refuse   inquiry. 
I  think  we  may  call  on  him  for  some 
expression  of  his  opinion.     Yet   I  do 
not  know  why  we  should  expect  any 
special  sympathy  from  him.  These  men 
are  kept  in  prison  because  at  one  time 
they    were    members    of    the   Fenian 
Organisation.     It  has  not  been  proved 
that    they    committed  any    dynamite 
offence,  and  they  were  not  tried  for 
such  an  offence.     The  evidence  given 
against   them  went  back   for    almost 
20  years,    when    they  were    members 
of  the  Fenian  Brotherhood,   and  this 
excited  a  prejudice  against  them.    The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Derby  takes  every  opportunity  to  sneer 
at  a  considerable  section  of  the  people 
of  Ireland  who  have  much  respect  and 
sympathy  for  the  efforts  made  years 
ago  by  members  of  that  Association  to 
gain    the    ear    of    the    world  for  the 
wrongs  of  Ireland  before  any  attempt 
was  made  in  this  House  to  bring  those 
wrongs  forward.     We  do    not   desire 
Fenian  Home  Rule.     Our  request  » 
that  these  cases  may  be  re-considered 
and  brought  to  proof;  our  desire  is  that 
this  quarrel  may  be  settled  once  for  all, 
and  that  fairly.     Let  me  tell  the  right 
hon.      Gentleman    the    Member    for 
Derby    that    he    is     not      preparing 
the  way  for  a  mutual  agreement  by 
sneering    at    mention    of    the  Fenian 
movement  in  Ireland,  which  made  the 
Parliamentary  movement  here  possible. 
Who  paved  the  way  for  the  movement 
of  Mr.    Parnell    but    the  men   of   20 
years  ago  ?    But  for  the  work  of  those 
men  the  Home  Rule  movement  would 
not    be  now    sufficiently  advanced  to 
enable  the    right  hon.    Gentleman  to 
declare  himself  a  Home  Ruler.     I  say 
this  in  most  perfect  good  faith,  because 
I  have  but  recently  come  across  from 
our  country,   where  I  have  attended 
public  meetings    and    where    I    have 
spoken  of  these  men.  I  tell  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Newcastle 
(Mr.  Morley),  who  is  looked  upon  with 
greater  respect  in  Ireland  than  is  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Derby — I  tell  him  that  some  of  those 
men  have  been  most  active,  have  done 
most  to  promote  the  cause  of  goodwill 
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tetween  the  two  countries  upon  the 
ines  laid  down  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
nan  the  Member  for  Midlothian  (Mr. 
xladstone).  Some  of  these  men  are  most 
tager  to  reach  out  their  hands  and  help 
o  bridge  over  the  quarrel  of  centuries 
>etween  kindred  peoples.     Yet  some  of 
hese  men  have  been  insulted  because 
.hey  have  not  been  able  to  carry  elections, 
/hough  they  poll  thousands.    The  men- 
tion of  such  men  has  raised  a  sneer  from 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Derby  as  being  mere  Fenians.    Let 
us  have  no  more  talk  of  that  kind.     If 
we  are  going  to  come  to  terms,  as  I 
hope  we  may — if  we  are  going  to  have 
a  genuine  treaty  of  real  and  lasting 
peace  between  England  and  Ireland, 
let  it  be  with  the  whole  of  Ireland — not 
•excluding  a  considerable  section  of  the 
Irish  people  from  that  treaty  with  a 
sneer  at  them  because  they  belonged  to 
the  movement  of  years  ago,  which  now, 
apparently,  is  strongly  condemned  on 
berth  sides.     Why  should  you  be  afraid 
of  any  inquiry  ?    The  Home  Secretary 
Beeras  to  have  any  amount  of  information 
which  has   never    seen    the    light    of 
day.     What     objection    is    there    to 
have    this    information    subjected  to 
impartial     inquiry?      If    the      truth 
i«  on  his  side,  it  will  become  manifest. 
All  we  ask  is  that  the  Government  will 
at  least  inquire  into  the  cases  of  these 
men  now  in  prison.    So  moderate  a  re- 
quest is  it  that  I  cannot  understand 
why  it  is  refused.     We  ask  for  inquiry 
at  which  evidence,   not  given,  at  the 
trial  may  be  produced ;   for  instance, 
the  evidence  of  the  Head  Constable  of 
Birmingham.     His  evidence  was  of  the 
most  startling  character,  but  he  had  no 
opportunity  of  giving  it  at  the  trial  of 
theae  men.     Why  not  now  take  his 
sworn     testimony?      As    the     truth 
Appears  let  the  men  be  released  or  re- 
main in  prison,  but  do  not  irritate  the 
people  of  Ireland  by  refusing  the  in- 
quiry they  so  passionately  demand. 

(11.40.)  Mb.  HALDANE  (Hadding- 
ton) :  I  do  not  propose  to  import  into  the 
few  words  I  desire  to  say  any  controver- 
sial arguments.  It  seems  to  me  the  late 
Home  Secretary  and  the  present  Home 
Secretary  are  in  an  equally  difficult 
position.  They  are  the  representatives 
of  justice  in  this  House ;  their  business 
is  to  administer  the  law ;  and  if  any 
appeal  is  to  come  before  the  Govern- 


ment on  this  matter,  it  seems  to  me  it 
comes  best*  from  a  private  Member ; 
and  it  is  for  this  reason  and  feeling  that 
it  is  well  that  something  should  be  said 
in  this  Debate  from  this  part  of  the 
House  that  I  intervene  for  a  few 
moments.  I  have  always  thought 
that  a  tribunal  such  as  is  a  jury 
acting  under  the  direction  of  a  Judge 
and  after  full  investigation  on  the  spot 
is  more  competent  to  judge  of  a 
question  of  this  kind  than  we  are.  It 
is  not  easy  for  us  to  review  in  heated 
debate  in  this  House  the  verdict  arrived 
at,  and  I  shall  assume,  rightly  or 
wrongly,  that  the  verdict  of  the  jury  is 
treated — by  some  of  us  at  least — as 
conclusive.  But  it  seems  to  me  the 
matter  does  not  end  there.  These  men 
have  been  in  penal  servitude  for  eight 
years,  and  some  of  us  know  what  that 
means.  (Laughter.)  Some  hon.  Mem- 
bers seem  to  think  it  is  a  light  matter 
to  serve  eight  years  in  such  torture, 
but  it  seems  to  me  an  adequate  punish- 
ment for  most  offences.  These  men 
have  served  for  a  long  period,  and  it 
does  seem  to  me  that,  even  on  the 
admitted  facts,  there  is  a  distinction  in 
the  positions  as  between  Daly  and 
Egan  and  the  others.  I  am  sure  I  do 
not  wish  to  exaggerate,  and  I  observe  a 
response  from  the  Home  Secretary  him- 
self. I  do  think  that  the  time  has 
come  when  it  may  be  well  for  the 
Government  to  consider  whether  the 
clemency  of  the  Crown  might  be 
extended  to  some  of  these  cases 
drawing  some  distinction.  I  should 
say  it  is  not  desirable,  or  in  the 
interests  of  justice,  that  verdicts 
and  sentences  should  be  debated  by 
such  a  tribunal  as  this.  But  there 
is  an  element  which  seems  to  dis- 
tinguish these  offences,  even  putting 
them  at  their  worst,  from  ordinary 
criminal  offences.  We  must  re- 
member this,  that  what  Egan  did — 
or  for  the  matter  of  that,  what 
Daly  did  —  would  be  done  by 
hundreds  of  men  throughout  the  length 
and  breadth  of  Ireland,  men  with  whom 
most  of  us  in  other  respects  would  be 
proud  to  associate.  Reference  has  been 
made  to  a  speech  of  mine.  I  adhere  to 
it.  I  repeat  it — every  word.  However 
wrong,  however  wicked,  it  is  for  men  to 
commit  these  offences,  these  heinous 
crimes,  yet  still  we  must  look  at  the 
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circumstances,  the  motives ;  aye,  and 
the  passions,  actuating  the  men  at  the 
time.  They  were,  after  all,  at  the 
time  but  the  vehicles  of  a  mass  of  poli- 
tical feeling,  the  intensity  of  which  is 
best  measured  by  the  intensity  and 
duration  of  the  struggle  maintained  for 
Irish  liberty.  I  do  not  argue  that  this 
justifies  challenging  the  verdict  of  the 
jury  or  treating  these  as  political  crimes, 
but  I  argue  there  is  a  reason  for  ex- 
tending the  clemency  of  the  Crown  to 
the  less  guilty  among  these  men.  It 
may  be  well  in  these  days  when  the 
Chief  Secretary  has  entered  upon  a  con- 
structive policy  towards  Ireland,  and  is 
trying  to  inspire  the  Irish  people  with 
the  belief  that  he,  too,  is  earnest  in  the 
intention  that  at  last  justice  shall  be 
extended  to  that  country — it  might  be 
worth  while  for  the  Government  to 
consider  whether  clemency  might  not 
be  extended  to  others  beside  Egan, 
but  in  any  case  to  him.  It  does  seem 
to  me  the  time  has  come  to  consider, 
not  necessarily  the  question  of  guilt 
or  innocence,  but  whether  eight 
long  years  of  torture  in  penal  servitude 
—and  no  more  degrading  punishment 
can  be  inflicted — is  not  a  sufficient 
punishment  to  expiate  a  crime  into 
which  they  were  led  in  the  tumult  of 
political  passion,  and  in  which  they 
had  the  support  of  many  of  their 
countrymen. 

(11.49.)  Mr.  O'HANLON  (Cavan, 
E.) :  These  men  were  made  Fenians 
by  your  English  laws  ;  and  when  there 
are  so  many  professions  made  as  to  the 
interest  this  House  takes  in  Irish 
affairs,  I  can  only  say  that  a  stranger 
entering  the  Gallery  of  this  House 
would  be  surprised  to  find  that  neither 
on  the  Front  Government  Bench,  or  on 
the  Opposition  Front  Bench,  is  there  a 
single  friend  of  this  oppressed  and 
enslaved  people.  On  the  Front  Oppo- 
sition Bench  are  the  men  who  com- 
mitted these  men  to  prison,  and  they 
are  faced  by  the  Government  who  keep 
them  there.  With  all  the  professions 
of  friendship  for  Ireland  these  Members 
of  the  House  are  too  cowardly  to  raise 
a  voice  on  behalf  of  these  prisoners. 
Where  is  the  Opposition  who 
promise  us  all  good  things  in  the 
future  ?  Where  is  the  great,  slashing 
voice  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member   for   Derby?     Where   is  the 
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right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Membei 
for  Newcastle?  Where  are  thi 
leaders  of  the  Opposition?  Thi 
benches  behind  are  packed  with  mei 
who  will  not  open  their  mouths.  0n» 
exception  there  has  been,  and  we  than] 
the  hon.  Gentleman  who  has  jus 
spoken.  Would  not  capital  punish 
ment  be  better  than  this  prolong© 
torture  in  prison?  We  hav 
had  all  sorts  of  weapons  use< 
in  the  past  against  the  life-blood  o 
Ireland,  and  we  have  now  a  Horn 
Secretary  who,  in  the  past,  claime< 
our  support  with  promises  to  be  hones 
to  our  cause  ;  but  the  Home  Secretar 
is  an  English  lawyer,  with  all  the  grew 
of  office  in  his  heart.  He  refuses  ai 
inquiry.  He  has  the  machinery  ii 
his  hand,  but  he  will  not  use  it.  Is  he 
afraid  of  the  evidence  that  might  be 
forthcoming?  (Interruption.)  This  is  at 
Irish  question,  and  it  suits  the  persecu- 
tors of  our  race,  from  Deptford  and  else- 
where, to  jeer  at  it,  and  others  laugh. 
But  we,  with  the  sympathetic  natures 
of  our  countrymen,  with  honest  and 
cultivated  good  nature,  cannot  under- 
stand this  refusal  of  a  request  for  re- 
consideration by  means  of  your  own 
machinery.  For  their  own  purposes 
lawyers  on  either  side  unite  to  retain 
these  men  in  prison.  I  have  no  faith 
in  lawyers  who,  retaining  the  nourish- 
ing morsel,  hand  the  shells  to  parties 
in  a  suit.  On  either  side  we  have  toe 
many  lawyers  in  this  House.  We  an 
promised  Home  Bule  by  the  Opposition 
but  why  have  we  not  sympathy  an< 
support  on  this  occasion?  You  spli 
up  our  Party,  and  you  live  on  ou 
blood.  But  I  know  that  others  of  m; 
friends  desire  to  speak,  and  I  will  no 
stand  in  their  way. 

(11.54.)  Mr.  E.  HARRINGT01 
(Kerry,  W.) :  I  beg  to  move  th 
adjournment  of  the  Debate. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  propose* 
44  That  the  Debate  be  now  adjourned. 

(11.55.)  The  FIRST  LORD  c 
the  TREASURY  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfoui 
Manchester,  E.) :  I  am  sorry  that  tl 
hon.  Member  should  take  that  conn 
on  this  Amendment.  The  Debate  c 
the  Address  has  already  occupied  thn 
days,  and  there  remain  at  least  ta 
other  Amendments  which  cannot  t 
disposed  of  in  a  few  hours.  I  shoal 
have    thought     that     this    discussioi 
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which  has  continued  since  half-past 
6,  might  now  be  brought  to  a  ter- 
mination, to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
House  generally.  The  facts  have  been 
hilly  brought  out  and  discussed,  and 
my  right  hon.  Friend  has  certainly 
adequately  represented  the  view  of 
the  Government. 

(11.57.)  Mb.  J.  G.  TITZGEBALD 
(Longford,  S.)  :  I  think  the  Leader  of 
the  House  is  mistaken.  It  is  true  a 
great  many  facts  have  been  brought 
out,  but  it  is  equally  true  that  nearly 
all  the  benches  on  the  Government  side 
have  been  empty  during  the  night. 
There  are  further  facts  to  be  brought 
out,  and  I  think,  under  the  circum- 
stances, the  Debate  should  be  allowed 
to  continue  tomorrow. 

Debate  adjourned  till  to-morrow. 

MO'lION. 


TOSKION   GOODS    (MARK  OF  ORIGIN)  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Colonel  Howard  Vincent,  Bill 
far  the  placing  of  a  Mark  of  Origin  upon 
Foreign  Goods,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by 
CoIodbI  Howard  Vincent,  Mr.  Howorth,  Mr. 
Bwm  Reed,  Mr.  Johnston,  Sir  John  Colomb, 
Mr.  Msclure,  Colonel  Bridgeman,  Mr.  Brook- 
tM,  and  Mr.  Baumann. 

Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [Bill  13a] 

VOLUNTEER  FORCES  (JURY  EXEMPTION) 
BILL. 

Ob  Motion  of  Colonel  Howard  Vincent,  BUI 
•»  Hie  Exemption  of  Efficient  Volunteers 
hw  Jury  Service,  ordered  to  be  brought  in 
tj  Colonel  Howard  Vincent,  Colonel  Eyre, 
Cdonel  Brookfield,  and  Mr.  Boord. 

BUI  presented,  and  read  first  tiine.  [Bill  131.] 

LABOURERS'  COTTAGES  GARDENS  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Sir  Edward  Birkbock,  Bill  to 
Mater  powers  on  Rural  Sanitary  Authorities 
titk  respect  to  providing  Gardens  for  Labour- 
ers'Cottages,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Sir 
■award  Birkbock,  Mr.  Jesse  CoUings,  Colonel 
Bjii,  Mr.  Hothouse,  Sir  Charles  Hull,  Vis- 
tenat  Ebrington,  and  Mr.  Fellowes. 

BiU presented,  and  read  flrat  time.  [Bill  132.] 

SUMMARY  JURISDICTION-  ACT  (1879) 

AMENDMENT  BILL. 

Ob   Motion  of    Mr.  Cross,  Bill   to  amend 

"'Dm    Bummary   Jurisdiction     Act,    1679,'' 

Tsars  1  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Cross,  Mr. 


CoghUl,  Mr.  Gully,  Mr.  John  Kelly,  Mr.  Mat- 
tinson,  Mr.  Talbot,  and  Sir  Richard  Temple. 
BUI  presented, and  read  first  time.  [Bill  133.} 

GROCERS'     LICENCES     (SCOTLAND)     BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Long,  Bill  to  abolish. 
Dealers'  or  Grocers'  Certificates  in  Scotland, 
ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Long  Mr. 
M'Lagan,  Mr.  Eealemont,  and  Mr.  John. 
Wilson  (Oovan). 

Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [Bill  134.J 

PLACES    OF    WORSHIP    (BITES)    BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  John  Ellis,  BiU  hi  give- 

further  facilities  for  the  acquisition  of  Bite* 

for  Places  of  Worship,  ordered  to  be  brought 

:-  by  Mr.  John  Ellis,   Mr.   Broadhurat,  Mr 


BiU  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [Bill  135.  J 

EIGHT   HOURS   BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Cuninghame  Graham 
BiU  to  limit  the  hours  of  labour  to  Eight 
Hours  per  day  in  aU  trades  and  occupations, 
ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Cuninghame- 
Graham  and  Mr.  Conybeare. 

BiU  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [Bill  138.  J 

DEACONS  (CHURCH  OF  ENGLAND)  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Sydney  Gedge,  BUI  to- 
amend  the  Law  affecting  Deacons  in  the 
Church  of  England,  ordered  to  be  brought  in 
by  Mr.  Sydney  (ledge,  Sir  John  Kennaway, 
Sir  Kichard  Temple,  Mr.  Macron,  and  Mr. 
Maolnne*. 

Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [BUI  137.1 

RURAL  LABOURERS'  COTTAGES  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Lord  Henry  Bruce,  BUI  to 
provide  improved  Cottsgee  for  Rural  La- 
bourers, ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Lord 
Henry  Brace,  Mr.  Jesse  Collings,  Sir  Edward 
Birkbeok,  Sir  John  Kennaway,  and  Mr.  Gray. 

BiU  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [BiU  138.} 

LOCAL    AUTHORITIES    (ACQUISITION   OF 

LAND)  HILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Knowles,  BUI  to  facilitate 

the  acquisition  of  Land  by  Local  Authorities, 

ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Knowles,  Mr. 

Cozens- Hardy,  and  Mr.  Powell. 

BUI  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [Bill  139 ,J 

MILLBANK    PRISON    BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Sir  John  Gorst,  BUI  to  trans- 
fer the  site  of  MUlbank  Prison  to  the  manage- 
ment of  the  Commissioners  of  Works,  ordered 
to  be  brought  in  by  Sir  John  Gorst  and  Mr. 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 

BUI  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [Bill  140.]. 
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More  may  be  had  if  a  proper  inquiry  is 
made.  I  do  not  think  that  such  an 
inquiry  would  need  to  be  very  pro- 
tracted, or  very  expensive ;  the  whole 
of  the  evidence  would  be  immediately 
upon  the  spot — a  large  Commission 
would  not  be  necessary.  What  would 
be  necessary  would  be  that  certain 
experts  should  be  placed  upon  it  who 
could  bring  out  all  the  facts  of  the 
evidence  and  tabulate  them  in  such  a 
way  that  reasonable  conclusions  might  be 
framed  upon  them.  In  the  last  17  years 
which  have  elapsed  since  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  Noxious  Gases  Commission, 
science  has  done  a  great  deal  in  the 
direction  of  mitigating  evils  of  this 
class,  and  one  hopeful  sign  which  we 
had,  even  then,  was  that  whenever 
the  Legislature,  acting  judiciously,  had 
put  its  foot  down  firmly  and  said  "  this 
thing  should  not  be,"  it  always  hap- 
pened that  science  found  some  way  out 
of  the  difficulty  which  enabled  the 
wishes  of  the  legislature  to  be  carried 
out  without  any  serious  injury  to  manu- 
facture, and  with  enormous  benefit  to 
the  rest  of  the  population.  The  evil  is 
great  undoubtedly,  but  so  also  would  be 
the  effects  of  any  sensible  remedy 
which  could  be  applied ;  and  I  think 
that  at  all  events,  before  sitting  down 
and  saying  that  London  fog  is  a  thing 
that  cannot  be  conquered  and  must  be 
endured,  we  should  at  least  take  the 
step  of  seeing  whether  it  is  not  within 
some  control  at  our  hands  if  we  adopt 
the  proper  means  and  the  proper  ex- 
pedients. There  is  one  distinguished 
scientist,  I  think  he  is  a  Scotch  Pro- 
fessor, who  has  devoted  several  years  of 
his  life  to  the  special  investigation 
of  what  the  properties  and  con- 
stituents of  London  fog  are,  and  he  has 
come,  I  understand,  to  very  definite 
conclusions  upon  the  subject — con- 
clusions which  I  have  no  doubt  he 
would  be  prepared  to  submit  to  any 
Commission  properly  appointed.  I  can- 
not believe  that  any  Bill  proceeding 
from  any  private  Member,  however  well 
he  may  be  acquainted  with  the  subject, 
can  possibly  deal  with  a  question  so  far 
reaching  in  its  immediate  effect  and  in 
its  future  consequences ;  but  I  do 
venture  to  think  (speaking  far  more  in 
the  interests  of  the  poor  and  needy  than 
in  those  of  Members  of  your  Lordships' 
House,  or  what  may  be  called  the  more 
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well-to-do  classes  of  the  community) 
that  some  effort  should  be  made  to 
grapple  with  this  terrible  nuisance.   To 
Members  of  your  Lordships'  House,  or 
to  persons  who  are  so  situated  that 
they  can  leave  London  if  they  find  it 
disagreeable,  it  is  possible  to  fly  from 
the  evil ;  but  nine-tenths  of  the  whole 
population     within    the    Metropolitan 
area  must  stay,  whether  they  like  it  or 
not.  To  many  of  them  it  means  the 
cutting  off  of  their  daily  bread,  and  that 
sometimes  for  days,  though  not,  I  am 
thankful  to  say,  for  weeks  together ;  to 
many  more  (and  particularly  to  women) 
it  means  the  carrying  on  of  their  avoca- 
cations    under    circumstances    of   the 
greatest  personal  peril,  and  the  greatest 
risk  to  their  lives  and  health.     In  afl 
cases  it  means  a  steady  sapping  of  the 
vital  energies  which,  if  not  apparent  at 
the  time,  is  quite  certain  to  make  itself 
felt  within  a  not  very  distant  period.  I 
say  nothing  of  the  enormous  waste  of 
fuel  thus  poured  up  into  the  air  out  of 
our  chimneys,  which  ought  to  be  con- 
sumed below  and  give  out  its  heat ;  I  say 
nothing  of  the  enormous  expense  which  is 
occasioned  by  the  deterioration  of  fur- 
niture, of  pictures,  of  every  article  of 
domestic  economy  and  domestic  luxury 
which  comes  within  the  influence  of 
this  all-pervading  plague ;  I  say  nothing 
of  the  actual  expense  to  which  the  com- 
munity is  put  by  the  precautions  whieh 
have  to  be  taken  on  the  recurrence  el 
every  fog,   or  of  the  enormously  In- 
creased consumption  of  gas  which  taxes 
place  even  when  that  fog  lasts  only  a 
few  hours,  meaning  to  houses  of  busi- 
ness, and  to  the  poorer  classes,  a  very 
serious  addition  to  their  annual  out- 
goings.   It  is  on  behalf  of  those  who 
cannot    plead  for  themselves  in  this 
matter    that    I    hope  Her    Majesty's 
Government  will  be  induced  to  insti- 
tute a  full  and  searching  inquiry  into 
the  whole  question,  and  that  not  until 
the  results  of  the  inquiry  are  before 
your  Lordships'  House  and  before  the 
public,  will  they  despair  of  being  in  one 
way  or  another  able  to  deal  with  the 
matter  which  so  largely  affects  the  com- 
fort and  health  and  the  lives  of  the 
whole    of    the  population  within  the 
Metropolitan     area.     My    Lords,     I 
now  venture  to  put  to  Her  Majesty's 
Government  the  Question  that  stands 
in  my  name: — To  ask  Her  Majesty's 
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Government  whether  they  are  pre- 
pared to  issue  a  Boyal  Commission  to 
inquire  into  the  causes  of  the  preva- 
lence of  fogs  in  London ;  to  ascertain 
how  far,  and  by  what  means,  they  are 
preventible ;  and  to  make  such  recom- 
mendation as,  after  inquiry,  they  may 
deem  advisable. 

The    PRIME    MINISTER    and 
SECRETARY     of     STATE     for 
FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (The  Marquess 
of  Salisbury)  :  My  Lords,  I  have  been 
unable  to  discover  to  what  Department 
of    Her    Majesty's    Government    the 
question  of  London  fog  belongs,  and, 
having    failed    to    ascertain  the  right 
man    to    answer  my  noble  Friend,  I 
am  compelled  to  do  it  myself.     I  am 
told  the  London  County  Council  are 
the  people  to  answer,  but  I  do  not  see 
them  opposite,  and    therefore    I    am 
afraid  I  must  undertake  the  duty  on 
their  behalf.     My  Lords,    nobody,    I 
think,    will    differ    from    my    noble 
Friend  in  the  invective  which  he  has 
delivered   against  the   London  fog;  I 
think    he    will    carry    the    universal 
opinion  of  both  Houses  of  Parliament 
*nd   of    all    the    inhabitants    of    the 
Metropolis  with  him  in  the  strong  feel- 
ings to  which  he  has  given  expression. 
But,  of  course,  there  is  a  long  distance 
between  recognising  the  existence  of  an 
evil  and  believing  that  a  remedy  is 
easily  to  be  found ;  and  I  think,  before 
you  go  into  the  question  of  remedies 
for  the  London  fog,   you  should   ask 

C selves  precisely  what  it  is  that  you 
to  remedy.     I  apprehend  that  it 
would  be  much  more  accurate  to  say 
that  what  we  can  remedy  is  the  colour 
of  the  fog;  but  I  never  heard  of  any- 
body who  proposed  a  remedy  for  the 
Loudon    fog  itself.     The  London  fog' 
tomes,    in  the    first  place,   from  the 
Bfloex  marshes,  and,  probably,  beyond 
that,  from  the  sea,  and  you  might  as 
well  propose  a  remedy  for  the  East 
wind,  as  propose  a    remedy  for    the 
Loudon  fog  in  its  natural  condition. 
That  circumstance  disposes  of  some  of 
the  arguments  which,  with  consider- 
able,    pathos     and     eloquence,     my 
fiobie   Friend   advanced;  because   its 
power  of  interfering  with  the  avoca- 
tions of  daily    life    is    derived    quite 
M    much   from   its    existence    as    a 
fog   as   from    the    particular    colour 
which  it  assumes.  The  worst  fog  I  ever 


saw  was  about  four  years   ago,  when 
you  actually  could  not  see  your  own 
boots  when  you  were  walking  on  the 
parade — it   was  absolutely  white.     A 
fog  of  that  kind  will  go  on  as  long  as 
the  Essex  marshes  and  the  North  Sea 
exist.    The  question,  of  course,  of  the 
colour  is  another  matter ;  that  is,  no 
doubt,  one  of  the  advantages  which  our 
advanced  civilisation  has  acquired ;  and 
I  quite  agree  with  my  noble  Friend 
that  there  probably  there  are  certain 
remedies.     If  you  are  willing  to  use  a 
very  drastic  course  of  legislation,  and  if 
your  administrative  machinery  is  suffi- 
ciently vigorous  to  carry  it  out,  you 
might  make  a  considerable  impression 
upon  the  colour  of  the  fog.     By  far  the 
most  effectual  remedy  ever  heard  of 
was,  I  think,  originally  suggested   by 
Professor   Frankland,  that    everybody 
should  be   forbidden   from  using  any 
other  coal  in  London  except  anthracite 
coal.     I    do  not    know    whether    my 
noble    Friend  thinks  he  would    ever 
get     Parliament     to     pass     such     a 
measure  as  that,  or  whether  he  would 
get  the  English  people  to  obey  it  if 
it  were  passed.     But,   of  course,   the 
immediate  result    of    that  would    be 
enormously  to  increase   the    price  of 
that  coal,  and,  consequently,  the  price 
of  living  to  the  whole  population  ;  and 
he  would  likewise  condemn  the  popula- 
tion to  go  for  ever,  so  far  as    they 
remained    in    London,    without     ever 
seeing  a  fire  with  a  flame  in  it ;  and  I 
do  not  think  that,   for  the    sake    of 
avoiding  an  occasional  inconvenience, 
grave  as  it  is,  for  a  certain  number  of 
days  in  the  winter,  people  would  con- 
demn themselves  to  a  flameless  fire  all 
the  winter  through.     That  is  a  great 
difficulty  which  attaches  to  remedies  of 
this  kind.     I  believe  that  there  is  not 
very  much  to    ascertain     in    respect 
either  to  the  nature  of  the  fog  or  the 
remedies    for  its  colour  which   might 
be  proposed.     The  difficulty  is  political 
— that  you  would  require,  on  the  part 
(I  think   my  noble  Friend   told    us), 
of    the    owners    of    1,500,000     chim- 
neys   an     amount     of      self-sacrifice 
which    you    do     not     get     out     of 
the     people     of      a     free      country. 
You  would  require  an  extension  of  your 
inspectoral  system  which  would  frighten 
the     most    enthusiastic     advocate    of 
modern  legislation.      Conceive    of  an 
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inspector  going  to  every  house  in  Lon- 
don and  seeing  that  the  grate  was 
properly  fitted  in  order  not  to  emit 
smoke !  The  burden  of  itself  would  be 
worse  than  the  London  fog.  Well  then, 
my  noble  Friend  says,  but  why  not 
inquire  into  these  matters,  and  that 
we  should  not  sit  down  and  say  it  is 
impossible  until  we  have  inquired. 
He  was  candid  enough  to  tell  us  that  a 
much  simpler  matter,  namely,  the 
prevention  of  chemical  odours,  was 
subjected  to  remedies  proposed  by  a 
Commission,  and  that  the  result  Was, even 
in  his  eyes,  not  wholly  satisfactory. 
There  happened,  what  I  imagine  often 
does  happen  with  a  Royal  Commission 
in  this  country :  they  make  a  laborious, 
ample,  and  perfect  investigation,  and  a 
most  voluminous  and  interesting  Report 
(which  nobody  reads),  and  then  an  Act 
of  Parliament,  which  is  brought  in  with 
a  great  flourish  of  trumpets  and 
which  disappears  in  the  sands 
of  July;  and  finally,  after  two 
or  three  efforts  to  pass  an  effectual 
Act  of  Parliament,  the  character  of 
everybody  is  satisfied  by  passing  some 
Act  of  Parliament  which  should  have 
professedly  the  same  object,  but  which, 
as  my  noble  Friend  testified  was  the 
case  in  the  present  instance,  turns  out 
to  be  a  wholly  dead  letter.  I  am  afraid 
those  are  the  results  of  attempting 
things  which  are  beyond  the  power  of 
a  constitutional  Government  and  Par- 
liament to  effect ;  and,  therefore,  I  am 
loth  to  consent  to  undertake  the  re- 
sponsibility of  issuing  a  Commission. 
If  a  Government  has  to  issue  a  Com- 
mission they  have  to  find  gentlemen  to 
act  upon  that  Commission ;  and  I 
assure  my  noble  Friend  that  that  is  no 
easy  task.  If  you  cannot  hold  out  to 
them  any  prospect  that  some  great 
public  service  will  be  the  result  of  their 
devotion,  you  will  not  persuade  the 
competent  men,  who  are  not  very 
numerous,  to  undertake  the  duty  of  a 
Commission.  You  may  issue  a  Com- 
mission with  men  who  are  not 
competent;  but  the  result  will  be 
very  unsatisfactory,  even  in  the 
first  instance.  I  should  prefer 
to  recommend  to  my  noble  Friend 
a  simpler  mechanism,  which  will  be 
in  his  own  hand  to  work,  and  which, 
I  believe,  will  effect,  quite  as  much  as  a 
Commission,  the  ascertainment  of  any 
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facts  which  have  to  be  ascertained.  If 
he  will  move  for  a  Committee  of  this 
House  to  investigate  the  question,  Her 
Majesty's  Government  will  gladly  sup- 
port that  Motion.  We  will  not  under- 
take to  find  the  members  of  that 
Committee,  but  that,  no  doubt,  my 
noble  Friend  will  do  himself ;  he  will 
be  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee ;  he 
will  be  able  to  direct  its  investigations ; 
and  he  will  be  able  to  reap  that  rich  har- 
vest of  knowledge,  of  policy,  and  of  public 
service  which  he  foresees  for  anyone 
who  is  able  to  cope  with  this  evil.  I 
think  it  is  rather  a  matter  for  the 
simpler  machinery  of  that  kind  than 
for  the  efforts  of  a  Royal  Commission. 
I  fear  that  if  we  applied  the  machinery 
of  a  Royal  Commission  to  it  we  should 
raise  hopes  which  would  not  be  grati- 
fied ;  we  should  inspire  fears  which  are 
not  reasonable ;  and  we  should  dimin- 
ish the  available  number  of  competent 
men  for  other  more  promising  fields  of 
investigation  to  whom  it  is  necessary 
for  such  purposes  to  appeal.  I  there- 
fore am  afraid  that  I  cannot  assent  to 
the  proposal  of  my  noble  Friend  that 
there  should  be  a  Royal  Commission, 
but  I  should  be  ready  heartily  to 
support  the  appointment  of  a  Com- 
mittee. 

House   adjourned  at  Fto 
o'clock  to  Monday  ae*U 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS, 
Friday,  12th  February,  1892. 


The  House  met  at  3  o'clock. 
QUESTIONS. 


ADVANCE8  UNDER  THE  LAND 
PURCHASE  ACT,  1882. 

Mr.  SEXTON  (Belfast,  W.):  On 
behalf  of  my  hon.  and  learned  Friend 
(Mr.  Knox)  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  what  is  the  total  amount  of 
advances  applied  for  under  the  Land 
Purchase  Act  of  last  year  up  to  1st 
January,  1892 ;  what  was  the  amount 
of  such  advances  applied  for  in  Ulster 
during  the  same  period  ;  and  whether 
he  is  aware  that  a  feeling  of  discontent 
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iste  among  Ulster  farmers  at  the 
fficulty  of  obtaining  satisfactory 
rangements  for  purchase  under  the 
jt?  Perhaps  at  the  same  time  the 
;ht  hon.  Gentleman  can  answer  the 
lestion,  of  which  I  have  given  notice, 
am  how  many,  and  what,  counties  of 
eland  applications  for  sale  and  pur- 
iase,  under  "  The  Land  Purchase  Act, 
®lf"  were  received  up  to  the  31st  of 
eoember,  1891,  by  the  Irish  Land  Com- 
ission ;  how  many  landlords  and  how 
any  tenants  were  concerned  in  these 
^plications ;  what  was  the  total  amount 
ppKed  for,  and  what  the  total,  so  far, 
motioned ;  and  what  issues  of  stock, 
any,  have  been  made  ? 

The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  for 
KELAND  (Mr.  Jackson,  Leeds,  N.) : 
Hth  reference  to  the  first  question,  the 
rigti  Land  Commissioners  report  that 
ae  total  amount  of  advances  applied 
)r  under  the  "  Purchase  Act  "  of  last 
ear  up  to  1st  January,  1892,  is 
79,584,  of  which  amount  applications 
o  the  amount  of  £18,764  were  made  in 
lister.  The  Government  have  no  in- 
)rmation  as  to  the  feeling  of  discon- 
snt  mentioned  in  the  question.  I  am 
fraid  I  have  not  the  information  to 
nable  me  to  answer  the  question  of 
be  hon.  Member  for  West  Belfast. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Longford,  N.) : 
Ian  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  say  how 
mny  holdings  does  this  amount  cover? 

Mr.  JACKSON  :  That  was  not  in- 
luded  in  the  notice  of  the  question, 
ad,  therefore,  I  have  not  got  the 
formation. 

Mr.  SEXTON :  Do  I  understand 
bat  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  cannot 
Bply  on  any  of  the  points  raised  in  my 
uestion  ? 

Mb.  JACKSON:  I  am  unable  to 
nswer  now.  I  have  telegraphed  for 
be  information,  but  it  has  not  reached 
ie  yet. 

Me.  SEXTON:  I  will  repeat  the 
nestion  x>n  Monday. 

THE  "GERMANIC  MAILS. 
Mb.  LENG  (Dundee) :  I  beg  to  ask 
te  Postmaster  General  if  he  will 
cplain  how  it  was  that  the  mails  (800 
tgs)tor  New  York,  which  were  not 
MKtahed  by  the  s.s.  Germanic  on 
*n  December,  1891,  in  consequence 
her  breaking  down,  were  not  sent  by 
t  City  of  Paris,  which  left  Queens- 


town  on  the  same  evening,  but  were 
kept  instead  till  the  sailing  of  the 
Bothnia  on  the  27th  December;  and 
whether  he  is  aware  that,  in  consequence 
of  this  detention,  they  were  only 
delivered  in  New  York  on  6th  January 
instead  of  1st  January,  as  they  would 
have  been  if  carried  by  the  City  of 
Paris  ? 

The  POSTMASTER  GENERAL 
(Sir  James  Fergusson,  Manchester, 
N.E.) :  The  mails  in  question  could  not 
be  forwarded  by  the  City  of  Paris  be- 
cause she  had  left  Queenstown  before 
the  accident  to  the  Germanic  occurred. 
No  doubt  they  would  have  arrived  much 
sooner  by  the  City  of  Paris  than  they 
did  by  the  Bothnia. 

WAR    OFFICE    CONTRACT8    AND 
GOVERNMENT  FACTORIES. 

Colonel  HOWARD  VINCENT 
(Sheffield,  Central) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  if  his 
attention  has  been  called  to  the  serious 
complaints  made  that  the  Government 
Factories  are  absorbing  an  increasing 
quantity  of  work  to  the  prejudice  of 
private  firms  and  the  slackness  of 
industrial  employment,  and  if  there 
has  been  any  increase  during  the  past 
year,  or  deviations  from  the  undertaking 
previously  given,  that  either  the  major 
or  at  least  a  very  considerable  share  of 
Government  work  should  be  reserved 
for  the  private  firms,  who  on  the  faith 
of  such  assurance  laid  out  large  sums  ? 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
WAR  (Mr.  E.  Stanhope,  Lincolnshire, 
Horncastle) :  My  attention  has  been 
called  to  complaints  recently  made  by 
or  on  behalf  of  private  firms  as  to  the 
amount  of  work  undertaken  in  the 
Ordnance  Factories,  but  there  is  no 
ground  for  the  apprehension  that  an 
increasing  quantity  of  work  is  being 
assigned  to  the  factories  to  the  prejudice 
of  the  private  trade.  So  far  as  the 
proportions  of  completed  work  can  be 
estimated,  the  payments  to  the  trade, 
which  in  1888-9  were  about  40  per 
cent,  of  the  total,  rose  gradually  until 
in  1891-2  they  amounted  to  close  on  50 
per  cent. ;  but  as  this  computation  debits 
the  factories  with  the  work  done  for 
them  in  the  early  stage  of  manufacture 
by  the  trade,  the  proportion  earned  by 
private  firms  was  in  reality  much  larger. 
The  expansion  of  orders  caused  by  the 
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41  Imperial  Defence  Act  "  and  "  Naval 
Defence  Act "  has  now  subsided,  and 
Home  slackness  is  necessarily  felt  in  the 
factories  as  well  as  by  the  private 
firms. 

Captain  BOWLES  (Middlesex,  En- 
field) :  May  I  ask  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  is  it  not  a  fact  that  a  great 
many  of  the  operatives  at  the  Enfield 
Factory  are  now  under  notice  of  dis- 
missal in  consequence  of  orders  having 
been  given  to  private  firms  ? 

Mr.  E.  STANHOPE :  No;  that  is  not 
in  consequence  of  reductions  made  in 
the  work  done  at  the  factory  in  favour 
of  private  firms  ;  it  arises  from  the 
general  reduction  in  the  orders  for 
warlike  stores. 

SORTING   OLERK8   IN  THE  POST 
OFFICE,  DUBLIN. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Long- 
ford, N.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Post- 
master General  whether  there  are 
several  junior  second  class  sorting 
clerks  recommended  by  their  superior 
officers  for  the  appointment  of  first 
class  sorting  clerks  (on  account  of  a 
number  of  vacancies  which  are  about 
to  be  filled  up  in  the  General  Post 
Otlioe,  Dublin)  over  the  heads  of  a 
number  of  thoir  senior  brother  officers, 
who,  by  seniority,  merit,  and  character, 
have  a  prior  claim  to  the  vaoancies ; 
and  are  the  appointments  to  be  made 
bv  selection  or  bv  seniority  and  merit  ? 
'  Sir  ,1  AMES  FERGUSSON:  There 
a tv  two  vaoancies  in  the  first  class  of 
sorting  clerks  at  Dublin  :  no  recom- 
mendations have  as  vet  been  made 
respecting  them.  Promotion  to  the 
first  class  is  by  a  rule  of  the  Service 
governed  by  considerations  of  superior 
fitness. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY :  I  would  beg 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  look  into 
this  matter  personally,  for  there  are 
gvave  suspicions  that  promotion  in 
these  cases  goes  by  favouritism,  and  we 
shall  watch  this  matter  closely . 

THE  1.IMRKICK    U'NATIC    ASYl.l'M. 

Mr.  O'KKKKKK  il.imenc.ki       1  hog  , 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  1*m\1  ' 

m 

Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  any  adequate  | 
reasons  exist  tor  the  exclusion  ot  the 

lie  ■ 
Asxlum:  whether  he  is  aware  that  it 
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has  been  the  invariable  custom  to 
appoint  the  Mayors  of  Limerick  on 
this  Board  by  right  of  their  office  i 
and  whether  such  practice  will  be 
revived  ? 

Mb.  JACKSON:  I  have  made 
inquiry  into  the  matter  mentioned  in 
the  hon.  Member's  question,  and  I  find 
it  is  the  case  that  up  to  1890  it 
had  been  the  practice  for  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  in  the  exercise  of  his  dis- 
cretion to  select  the  Mayor  of  a  city  ot 
town  as  a  Governor  of  the  district 
lunatic  asylum  for  his  term  of  office. 
The  Lord  Lieutenant  then  introduced 
a  new  system  with  regard  to  the 
appointment  of  Governors,  so  as  to  giie 
the  several  contributing  bodies  a  direct 
voice  in  the  nomination  of  their  repre- 
sentatives. The  name  of  the  Mayor 
of  Limerick  was  not  included  by  the 
Corporation  in  their  list  of  nominees 
for  1892,  and  therefore  this  gentleman 
was  not  selected. 

Mr.  O'KEEFFE  :  The  gentlemen 
was  not  actually  Mayor  at  the  time  the 
Corporation  made  their  nomination; 
but  it  has  been  the  custom  to  appoint 
the  Mayor  by  right  of  his  office. 

Mr.  W.  REDMOND  (Fermanagh. 
N.) :  In  reference  to  this  matter,  may 
I  ask,  are  we  to  understand  that  in 
any  case  where  a  Town  Council  recom- 
mend the  Mayor  then  he  will  be 
appointed  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant?  I 
may  mention  that  something  of  the 
same  kind  occurred  at  Wexford. 

Mr.  JACKSON  :  The  hon.  Member 
rather  turns  round  on  my  answer.  I 
said,  the  name  of  this  gentleman  not 
appearing  on  the  list  of  the  Corpon- 
tion.  he  was  not  selected  by  the  Lord 
Lieutenant :  but  I  cannot  go  so  far  tf 
to  give  a  pledge  that  in  the  ease  where 
the  Mayor  is  on  the  list  he  will  be 
selected!  though  probably  that  would 
be  so  in  the  ordinary  course. 

SCHOOL  BOOKS  IN  VOLUNTARY 
SCHOOLS. 

Mr  PAULTON  (Durham,  Bishop 
Auckland  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Vicff 
President  of  the  Committee  of  000003* 
on  Education  whether  the  manager*  tf 
voluntary  schools  have  power  to  wuMs' 
a  charge  for  school  books,  and  to  de- 
mand quarterly  payments  in  advance* 
:n  resixvt  thereof? 
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TttK  VICE  PBESIDENT  of  the 
30MMITTEE  op  COUNCIL  (Sir 
V.  Hart-Dyke,.  Kent,  Dartford) ;  I: 
he  hon.  Member  will  be  good  enough 
9  give  me  the  particulars  of  the  case 
a  which  I  presume  he  refers,  I  shall 
«  in  a  better  position  to  judge  what  is 
he  state  of  the  law  in  regard  to  it . 
iat  I  do  not  think  that  a  demand  for  a 
darter's  payment  in  advance  could. 
i  any  circumstances,  be  sustained. 

RETURN    OP    DEES    FORESTS 
(SCOTLAND). 

Me.  FBASEB  MACKINTOSH  (In- 
emess-shire) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Lord 
idvocate  whether  he  is  aware  that  the 
>eer  Forests  (Scotland)  Return,  lately 
listributed,  is  not  in  conformity  to  the 
irder  of  this  House  on  August  5th, 
i891 ;  and  whether  he  will  instruct 
hat  a  corrected  Return  be  prepared, 
anoelling  that  issue  ? 

The  LORD  ADVOCATE  (Sir  C.  J. 
Pearson,  Edinburgh  and  St.  Andrews 
Oniversities)  :  My  attention  had  not 
been  specially  called  to  this  Return 
ontil  I  saw  the  question  of  the  hon. 
Member.  I  have  made  inquiry  as  to 
the  cause  of  the  disconformity  referred 
to,  but  have  not  as  yet  had  time  to 
receive  a  reply.  I  snail  be  glad  to 
Mtnimmicate  the  result  of  my  inquiry 
to  the  hon.  Member  as  soon  as  I 
receive  it. 

SALARIES  OF  ATTENDANTS  IN  IRISH 

LUNATIC  ABYLTJMS. 
Mi  W.  CORBET  (Wicklow,  E.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he  is 
iware  that  much  dissatisfaction  exists 
toiung  the  attendants  at  the  Richmond 
District  Lunatic  Asylum  in  regard  to 
the  unallness  of  their  pay  and  allow- 
ttoeg ;  whether  the  attendants  on  the 
iniane  in  Ireland  are  placed  on  a  scale 
of  wages  and  allowances  very  far 
below  what  exists  in  public  asylums  in 
England ;  and  whether  he  will  cause 
in  independent  inquiry  to  be  made? 
Me.  JACKSON :  I  understand  that 
it  is  the  ease  that  iu  1889  certain  of 
(be  male  attendants  at  the  Richmond 
Asylum    memorialized    the 

s  for  an  increase  in   their  re- 

.   but  that    the  Governors 

faolined  to  accede  to  their  application. 


The  rates  of  remuneration  paid  to  the 
attendants  in  Ireland  are,  I  believe, 
lower  than  in  England  ;  but  this  is  not 
limited  to  the  case  of  asylums.  The 
fixing  of  the  scales  of  wages  for  the 
staffs  of  District  Asylums  in  Ireland  is 
a  matter  which  rests  wholly  with  the 
Governors  in  the  first  instance. 

Mb.  W.  CORBET:  I  shall  be  glad  if 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  make 
further  inquiry  into  this  matter,  for,  as  I 
understand,  the  Lord  Lieutenant  has- 
the  right  to  revise  these  salaries. 

Mr.  JACKSON :  I  do  not  know 
whether  the  Lord  Lieutenant  has  the 
right,  but  I  think  it  would  be  a  strong 
exercise  of  power  to  intervene  between 
the  Governors  and  their  servants,  seeing. 
that  the  Government  contribution  to- 
wards the  asylums  is  a  specific  sum, 
and  the  balance  for  the  maintenance  of 
the  asylums  must  fall  upon  the  rates. 
That  being  so,  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
would  be  guided  by  the  decision  of  the 
Governors,  and  would  scarcely  intervene  i 
to  override  their  decision. 

THE  BURGH  POLICE  AND  HEALTH 
(SCOTLAND)  BILL, 

Sir  JOHN  KINLOCH  (Perth,  E.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Lord  Advocate  if  it  is 
the  intention  of  the  Government  to 
introduce  this  Session  the  Burgh  Police 
and  Health  (Scotland)  Bill? 

Sir  C.  J.  PEARSON  :  The  Govern- 
merit  are  very  desirous  that  this  use- 
ful measure  should  pass  into  law,  and 
they  propose  to  introduce  it  in  the  form 
in  which  it  left  the  Select  Committee 
in  1888.  The  Bill  is  one  in  regard  to 
which  it  is  believed  that  Scotch  opinion 
is  unanimous ;  but  it  is  evident  that  in 
the  case  of  a  Bill  so  long  and  so 
elaborate  the  opposition  even  of 
one  or  two  Members  would  be  fatal, 
ind  the  Government  cannot  undertake 
to  press  it  if  it  does  not  meet  with. 
general  assent. 

MESSRS.  WATERLOWS  CONTRACT. 
Mb.  SYDNEY  BUXTON  (Tower 
Hamlets,  Poplar):  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  on  what  date 
the  latest  contract  was  entered  into  by 
the  Stationery  Office  with  Messrs. 
Waterlow  Brothers,  and  if  the  contract 
was  entered  into  since  13th  February,. 
1891,  what  steps  have  been  taken  to 
lecure  that  a  fair  wage  shall  be  paid 
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iby  Messrs.   Waterlow  to    those    they 
♦employ? 

The  SECRETAKY  to  the  TREA- 
•SURY  (Sir  John  Gorst,  Chatham): 
'The  25th  November,  1890. 

Mr.  BUXTON:  But  may  I  ask 
whether  it  is  not  the  fact  that  the  con- 
tract was  extended  since  February, 
1891? 

Sir  JOHN  GORST :  Not  that  I  am 
•aware  of. 

THE  ANGLO-SPANISH  TARIFF. 

Mr.  SCHWANN  (Manchester,  N.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  Foreign  Affairs  whether  his 
-attention  has  been  drawn  to  the  advisa- 
bility of  obtaining  from  the  Spanish 
Government  a  special  tariff  considerably 
below  the  new  minimum  tariff,  which 
for  many  classes  of  British  products  is 
practically  prohibitive;  and  whether 
Her  Majesty's  Government  is  striving 
to  obtain  such  a  concession,  or  to 
arrange  for  a  renewal  of  the  present 
existing  Anglo- Spanish  tariff  after  the 
30th  June  proximo,  the  date  on  which 
it  expires,  unless  more  favourable  terms 
can  be  secured  ? 

The  UNDER  SECRETARY  for 
FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (Mr.  J.  W. 
Lowther,  Cumberland,  Penrith) :  Her 
Majesty's  Government  claim  under  the 
Convention  of  26th  April,  1886,  to  re- 
ceive up  to  the  30th  of  June  next  "  most- 
favoured  nation  "  treatment,  together 
with  the  special  tariffs  which  at  the 
former  date  had  been  conceded  by 
Spain  to  France  and  Germany.  The 
subject  of  commercial  negotiations  for 
replacing  the  existing  convention  by  a 
new  treaty  is  engaging  the  attention  of 
the  two  Governments,  and  a  communi- 
cation on  the  subject  is  shortly  expected 
from  the  Government  of  Spain. 

THE  REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE 
ON  THE  WE8T  HIGHLANDS  AND 
ISLANDS. 

Mr.  FRASER  MACINTOSH  (In- 
verness-shire) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  whether  the 
Reports  of  the  Committee  of  Experts 
in  reference  to  the  West  Highlands  and 
Islands  requirements  have  been  re- 
ceived and  considered ;  and  if  he  will 
be  good  enough  to  state  when  an  an- 
nouncement of  the  intentions  of  the 
•Government  may  be  expected? 

Mr.  Sydney  Buxton 


Sir  JOHN  GORST :  My  right  ho 
Friend  has  requested  me  to  anew 
this  question.  The  answer  to  the  fix 
paragraph  of  the  question  is  in  t! 
affirmative.  With  reference  to  tl 
other  part  of  the  question  I  am  unab 
to  answer  it  at  present.  The  matter 
still  under  the  consideration  of  tl 
Secretary  for  Scotland. 

STAMP   DUTIES   IN    IRELAND. 

Mr.  CHANCE  (Kilkenny,  S.) : 
beg  to  ask  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ej 
chequer  whether  the  exemption 
documents  connected  with  the  admini 
tration  of  the  Poor  Laws  in  Irelac 
from  liability  to  Stamp  Duties  a] 
plies  to  documents  connected  with  tl 
administration  of  the  Sanitary  Ac 
and  Labourers'  Dwellings  Acts ;  and, 
not,  whether  the  exemption  will  be  e: 
tended  to  them  ? 

The  CHANCELLOR  of  the  E3 
CHEQUER  (Mr.  Goschen,  8 
George's,  Hanover  Square)  :  There 
no  provision  in  the  Sanitary  Acts  ar 
the  Labourers'  Dwellings  Acts  relath 
to  Ireland  which  extends  to  documen 
connected  with  the  administration 
either  of  these  sets  of  Acts  the  existii 
exemption  in  favour  of  certain  doc 
ments  connected  with  the  administr 
tion  of  the  Poor  Laws  in  Irelan 
With  respect  to  the  extension  of  th 
exemption  in  the  direction  indicated, 
should  be  stated  that  in  England  the 
was  formerly  an  exemption  in  favo* 
of  certain  documents  under  the  Pub) 
Health  Act,  1848,  and  that  exemptk 
was  repealed  by  the  Public  Heal 
Act,  1872,  and  has  never  been  i 
enacted. 

Mb.  CHANCE  :  I  do  not  think  tl 
right  hon.  Gentleman  has  answen 
the  last  part  of  my  question,  wheth 
there  is  any  intention  to  extend  tl 
exemption. 

Mr.  GOSCHEN  :    No ;  there  is  i 
such    intention,    as    my    answer, 
thought,  conveyed. 

THE  PRISON  COMMISSIONERS. 

The  SECRETARY  op  STATE  w 
the  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (M 
Matthews,  Birmingham,  E) :  With  tl 
permission  of  the  House  I  wish 
correct  errors  in  the  published  report 
the  answers  I  gave  yesterday  to  tl 
Member  for  Wolverhampton  and  tl 
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Member  for  Bethnal  Green.    Besides 

Mr.  Buggles-Brise,  recently  appointed, 

there  are  now  two  other  Commissioners 

of  Prisons.  Each  of  these  Commissioners 

has  now  been  appointed  Director  of 

Convict     Prisons.       The     only    other 

Director  of    Convict    Prisons  is    Mr. 

Wakeford,  who  retains  his  appointment 

for  two  years  only.     When  he  retires, 

the  plan  of  an  amalgamated  Board  of 

three,    mentioned    before    the    Royal 

Commission  in  1887,  will  be  completely 

carried  out.     Colonel  Garsia,   I  may 

add,  has  been  appointed  Secretary  both 

to  the  Prison  Commissioners  and   to 

the  Directors.   Sir  £.  Du  Cane  remains 

;    Chairman  of  both  Boards. 

8.8.  "  EIDER "  AND  THE  ST.  CATHER- 
INE'S LIGHTHOUSE. 

Mr.  LEA  (Londonderry,  SJ  :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  President  of  the  I>oard  of 
Trade  if  it  is  correct  that  the  officers  in 
the  Eider,  recently  wrecked  on  the 
We  of  Wight  coast,  were  unable 
to  see  the  light  of  St.  Catherine's 
Lighthouse ;  whether  the  electric 
light  at  St.  Catherine's  Point  is 
keg  effective  in  fog  than  the  Wigham 
triform  group  flashing  gas  light  of  Tory 
Uaad,off  the  north-west  coastof  Ireland; 
whether  he  will  consider  the  advisability 
<f  supplementing  the  electric  light  at 
ft.  Catherine's  by  the  vertical  sky 
flashing  light  recommended  by  the 
^pinasters'  Society  of  London  and 
others;  and  whether,  meanwhile,  the 
experiment  for  producing  thrills  in  fog, 
iBoommended  by  Professor  Tyndall  in 
his  letter  to  the  Times  on  the  3rd 
instant,  will  be  tried  at  St.  Catherine's? 

*Thb  PRESIDENT  op  the  BOARD 
w  TRADE  (Sir  Michael  Hicks  Beach, 
Bristol,  W.) :  In  the  deposition  made 
before  the  Receiver  of  Wrecks  by  the 
master  of  the  Eider,  no  mention  is 
made  of  the  light  at  St.  Catherine's 
having  been  seen  by  the  officers  of  the 
*hip,  which  struck  on  Atherfield  ledge 
in  a  thick  fog  about  «&  miles  from  the 
lighthouse.  Upon  the  second  and 
wd  paragraphs  of  the  hon.  Member's 
question  I  have  been  in  communication 
*ith  the  Trinity  House,  who  state  that 
whether  the  Wigham  light  at  Tory 
Island  is  more  effective  in  fog,  can  only 
be  estimated  from  the  results  of  experi- 
ments at  South  Foreland  (Parliamen- 
tary Paper  C.  4551,  1885),  which  were 


conclusively  in  favour  of  the  electric  light. 
Experiments  in  sky  flashing,  so  far  as 
they  have  gone,  have  not  been  en- 
couraging for  the  adoption  of  that 
system,  and  the  Elder  Brethren  are  in 
communication  with  the  Shipmasters' 
Society  on  the  subject.  Professor 
TyndalTs  letter  of  3rd  February  was 
written  under  a  misapprehension.  Very 
powerful  and  perfect  thrills  in  fog  are 
sent  from  the  illuminating  apparatus  at 
St.  Catherine's,  a  sudden  flash  of 
over  six  million  initial  candle  power 
being  given  for  Ave  seconds,  followed 
by  an  equally  sudden  eclipse  of  25 
seconds. 

PROPERTY  ASSESSMENTS. 

Mr.  MORTON  (Peterborough)  :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chanoellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer whether  he  would  take  steps 
to  make  the  assessments  of  property,  on 
which  House  Duty  and  Income  Tax 
are  collected,  the  same  as  that  used 
(the  rateable  value)  by  the  Local  Au- 
thorities, so  that  the  assessments  for 
the  Imperial  and  local  taxation  might 
be  uniform  ? 

Mr.  GOSCHEN  :  This  could  not  be 
effected  until  a  general  valuation  of 
the  whole  country  is  in  force.  With- 
out such  a  measure  no  satisfactory  rate- 
able value  could  be  fixed. 

Mr.  MORTON :  May  I  ask  whether, 
in  1888  or  1889,  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man did  not  give  a  pledge  to  carry  out 
a  reform  of  this  sort  ? 

Mr.  GOSCHEN:  No.  I  did  not 
pledge  myself,  but  I  very  much  regret 
that  a  very  valuable  Bill — as  I  thought 
— which  was  introduced  did  not  pass 
into  law. 

MOTIONS. 


BUILDING   LANDS    (SCOTLAND)    BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Munro  Ferguson,  Bill  to 
enable  Local  Authorities  to  acquire  Building 
Lands  in  Scotland,  ordered  to  be  brought  in 
by  Mr.  Munro  Ferguson,  Mr.  Haldane,  and 
Mr.  Leng. 

BUI  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [Bill  147.] 

SMALL  HOLDINGS   BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Jesse  Collings,  Bill  for 
giving  facilities  for  the  creation  of  Small 
Holdings  of  Land,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by 
Mr.  Jesse  Collings,  Mr.  Robert  Reid,  Mr. 
Burt,  Sir  Henry  Selwin-Ibbetson,  Mr.  Broad- 
hurst,  Colonel  Cotton-Jodrell,  Mr.  Cyril 
Flower,  and  Mr.  Hobhouse. 

Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [Bill  148.] 
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CORPORATE    ASSOCIATIONS   (PROPERTY) 

BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Howell,  Bill  for  the  better 
securing  their  Property  to  Corporate  Associa- 
tions, ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Howell, 
Mr.  Beaufoy,  Mr.  Thomas  Henry  Bolton,  Mr. 
Sydney  Buxton,  Mr.  Causton,  Mr.  Cremer,  Mr. 
Lawaon,  Mr.  Montagu,  Mr.  Pickersgill,  Mr. 
James  Rowlands,  and  Mr.  James  Stuart. 

Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [Bill  149.] 

BANKRUPTCIES  AND   ARRANGEMENTS 
(IRELAND)    BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Chance,  Bill  to  amend  the 
Law  relating  to  Bankruptcies  and  Arrange- 
ments in  Ireland,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by 
Mr,  Chance,  Mr.  Sexton,  and  Mr,  Murphy. 

Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [Bill  150.] 

OCCUPYING  TENANTS'  ENFRANCHISEMENT 

BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Bartley,  Bill  to  enable 
occupying  tenants  of  houses  and  places  of 
business  to  purchase  the  Fee  Simple  of  their 
Holdings,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr. 
Bartley,  Mr.  Maclean,  and  General  Golds- 
worthy. 

Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [Bill  151.] 

REGISTRATION   OF  VOTERS*  (SCOTLAND) 

BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Shiress  Will,  Bill  to  amend 
the  Law  relating  to  the  Qualification  and 
Registration  of  Parliamentary  Voters,  and  to 
Parliamentary  Elections  in  Scotland ;  and  for 
other  purposes  in  relation  thereto,  ordered  to 
be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Shiress  Will,  Mr.  Camp- 
bell -  Bannerman,  Mr.  J.  B.  Balfour,  Mr. 
Puchanan,  Dr.  Cameron,  Mr.  Donal  Crawford, 
Dr.  Farquharson,  Mr.  Hunter,  and  Mr.  Leng. 

Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [Bill  152.] 

GUARDIANS   OF  THE  POOR  QUALIFICATION 

(NO.  2)  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Sir  William  Plowden,  Bill  to 
do  away  with  the  property  qualification  of 
elected  Guardians  of  the  Poor,  ordered  to  be 
brought  in  by  Sir  William  Plowden,  Mr. 
Philip  Stanhope,  and  Mr.  Winterbotham. 

Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [Bill  153.] 

HANDLOOM   WEAVING  (IRELAND)    BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Colonel  Saunderson,  Bill  for 
the  regulation  of  Handloom  Weaving  in  Ire- 
land, ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Colonel 
Saunderson,  Colonel  Waring,  Mr.  O'Neill,  and 
Mr.  Macartney. 

Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [Bill  154.] 

VOTERS'    REGISTRATION   BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Hobhouse,  Bill  to  amend 
the  Law  relating  to  the  Registration  of 
Voters  in  England  and  Wales ;  and  for  other 
purposes  connected  therewith,  ordered  to  be 
brought  in  by  Mr.  Hobhouse,  Viscount 
Ebrington,  Mr.  Lewis  Fry,  Mr.  Story- 
Maskelyne,  and  Mr.  John  Bright. 

Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [Bill  155.] 


RIGHTS  OF  WAY  (SCOTLAND)  (NO.  2) 

On  Motion  of  Sir  Charles  Dalrymple 
enable  County  Councils  in  Scotland,  o 
port  by  the  Sheriff,  to  sue  actions  of  B 
Way,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  8ir  < 
Dalrymple,  Mr.  Stewart,  and  Mr. 
Campbell. 

Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [B 

DWELLING   HOUSES  RE-LETTD 

(SCOTLAND)   BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Provand,  Bill  to 

the  Law  relating  to  the  re-letting  of  D 

Houses  in  Scotland,  ordered  to  be  bro 

by  Mr.  Provand,  Mr.  Edmund  Roberts) 

Baird,  Mr.  Caldwell,  and  Dr.  Cameron. 

Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [B 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 


ADDRESS      IN      ANSWER     TO 
MAJESTY'S  MOST  GRACIOUS  SP 
ADJOURNED     DEBATE. 

Order  read,  for  resuming  Adjc 
Debate  on  Main  Question  [9th  ] 
ary] — "  That  an  humble  Addr 
presented  to  Her  Majesty,  a 
loweth : — 

Most  Gracious  Sovereign, 

We,  Your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  ai 
subjects,  the  Commons  of  the  United  K 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  in  Par 
assembled,  beg  leave  to  offer  our 
thanks  to  Your  Majesty  for  the  g 
speeoh  which  Your  Majesty  has  addva 
both  Houses  of  Parliament : 

We  take  this  first  opportunity  of  < 
to  Your  Majesty  our  sincere  condolene 
afflicting  dispensation  of  Providen© 
which  Your  Majestv  and  this  Natic 
been  visited,  in  the  death  of  His 
Highness  Price  Albert  Victor,  Di 
Clarence  and  Avondaje : 

We  assure  Your  Majesty  of  our  h 
participation  in  the  universal  feel 
sympathy  with  Your  Majesty  and 
Majesty's  family  under  this  grievous  a 
and  in  the  deep  sense  entertained  by  all 
of  your  Majesty's  subjects  of  the  c 
which  the  country  has  sustained  bv  t 
of  a  Prince  who  had  won  for  hims 
general  affection  and  regard  of  Your  Mi 
subjects."— (J#r.  Hermon  Hodge.) 

Amendment  proposed, 

At  the  end  of  the  Question,  to  a 
words, — u  And  we  humbly  represent  t< 
Majesty  that  the  time  has  come  wh 
oases  of  all  prisoners  convicted  and 
Treason  Felony  Act,  who  are,  and  ha* 
for  many  years  undergoing  punishnu 
offences  arising  out  of  insurrectionarj 
ments  connected  with  Ireland,  may  be 
tageously  reconsidered  with  a  view 
speedy  release  of  these  prisoners." — (JM 
Redmond.) 
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Question    proposed,     "That     those 
word  be  there  added." 

(8.58.)    Mr.  J.  G.  FITZGERALD 
Longford,   S.) :    I   desire    shortly    to 
*ate    the    grounds    upon    which    I 
rapport  the  Amendment   of  my   hon. 
friend.    There  is  an  almost  universal 
lesire  on  the  part  of  the  Irish  people 
hat  these  political  prisoners  should  be 
low    released.       So    many    weighty 
ligaments  have  been  urged  by  hon. 
Friends  near  me,  so  many  unanswer- 
able reasons  given  why  the  cases  of 
these     prisoners     should     be    legally 
reconsidered,  that  I  do  not  intend  to 
labour  that  part  of  our  position.     I 
will  content  myself  with  saying  on  this 
part  of  the  subject  that  any  Member 
who    remained    in    the    House,    and 
listened  to  the  arguments  on  the  facts 
■advanced,   cannot  fail    to    have    been 
struck     with     the    character    of    the 
•evidence     by     which    the    conviction 
of  these  prisoners  was  secured.    I  do 
not  think  that  an   assembly  of  fair- 
minded,     thinking     men,    can     deny 
that    the     case    does    require   recon- 
sideration, after  hearing  the  evidence 
of  a  responsible  officer    of  the   Grown 
who  is  still  presiding  over  the  peace  of 
one  of   the  most  important  cities  in 
England,  and  after  hearing  of  the  man- 
ner in    which  Daly  was  entrapped — 
Orangery  enough,  entrapped  during  the 
tone  the  right  hon.    Gentleman    the 
Member  for    Derby  presided    at    the 
Home    Department.    I    listened    last 
night  to  a  speech  from  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Deptford,  who  complained  of 
the  character  and  quality  of  the  argu- 
ments which  had  been  used,  from  this 
tide  of  the  House,  by  Irish  Representa- 
tives in  support  of  the  Amendment  of 
my  hon.  and  learned  Friend.     I  take 
iane  at  once  with  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman.     I  protest    against    that 
ttmplaint,  and  I  say  that  those  argu- 
ments, so  f ar  as  they  went,  were  con- 
■clnsive  evidence  in  favour  of  the  release 
<rf  these  prisoners.    But  I  confess  that 
if  the  hon.   and  learned   Gentleman, 
inntoad  of  making  complaints  against 
the  character  of  these  arguments,  had 
contented  himself  with  making  a  pro- 
tent  which  I  shall  endeavour  to  make, 
nahut  the  falsity  of   the  source  to 
intt  those  appeals  were  directed,  I 
dwuld  not  have  found  much  cause  of 


quarrel  with  the  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman. I  listened  with  great  care  to 
those  arguments,  and  with  a  certain 
amount  of  humiliation  to  the  appeals 
which  have  been  made,  notably  the 
fervent,  and  nobody  will  deny  honest, 
appeal  of  the  hon.  Member  for  North- 
East  Cork.  That  appeal  was  being 
made  in  this  House  to  the  chief  Law 
Officers  of  the  Crown — the  chief  Law 
Officer  of  the  Party  to  whom  the  Irish 
people  have  been  taught,  and  to 
whom  I  have  been  taught,  to  look 
neither  for  clemency  nor  mercy  on 
behalf  of  the  Irish  people ;  and  I  could 
not  help  thinking  while  that  appeal 
was  being  made  that  a  desperate  en- 
deavour was  lying  beneath  it  to  conceal 
the  real  source  to  which  that  appeal 
might  have  been  directed  with  some 
degree  of  success.  You  have  appealed 
to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Home 
Secretary  of  a  Coercion  Tory  Govern- 
ment for  bread  for  the  Irish  political 
prisoners,  and  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man has  answered  you,  not  by  offering 
you  the  proverbial  stone,  but  by  pre- 
senting you  with  a  bomb,  in  the  form 
of  a  love-apple,  nine  years  old.  He 
has  answered  you  by  making  new 
charges,  after  nine  years,  against  these 
unfortunate  prisoners,  and  when  chal- 
lenged he  refuses  to  lay  upon  the  Table 
of  the  House  one  tittle  of  evidence  in 
support  of  these  charges.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  has  gone  further.  He 
has  practically  told  you  that  the  reason 
that  these  men  were  convicted,  and  had 
these  severe  and  terrible  sentences,  was 
that  in  times  gone  by,  when  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  himself  was  young  and, 
perhaps,  foolish,  they  belonged  to  a 
certain  Organisation  to  which — I  do  not 
believe  the  Home  Secretary,  although 
he  will  deny  it  in  England,  can  deny  it 
with  any  degree  of  force  in  Ireland — 
he  owes  the  honour  of  a  first  seat  in 
this  House.  I  do  not  intend  to  make 
any  special  appeal  to  him  on  behalf  of 
the  prisoners,  and  I  say  that  during 
the  whole  course  of  this  discussion  it 
must  have  been  apparent  that  a  deli- 
cate effort  was  being  made  to  glide 
over  the  thin  ice  which  conceals  a  con- 
spiracy of  silence,  which  I  think  ought 
to  be  unravelled  on  the  part  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Derby,  whom  I  conceive,  and  I  assert 
and     declare      to      be,      the     real 
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gaoler  of  these  prisoners.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  since  the  commence- 
ment of  this  discussion,  instead  of 
getting  up  in  the  House  and  giving  us 
the  benefit  of  his  weighty  advice  upon 
the  subject  of  moment  to  these  poor 
prisoners  and  of  importance  to  the 
Irish  people,  has  been  hovering  in  and 
out  of  the  House  undecided  as  to 
whether  he  shall  not  expose  the  weak- 
ness of  his  friends  by  remaining  silent, 
or  whether  he  shall  expose  it  by  getting 
up  in  his  place  as  he  did  last  year  and 
giving  another  twist  to  the  vice  which 
is  tearing  the  hearts  and  the  souls 
out  of  these  poor  prisoners.  I  desire  to 
carry  the  memory  of  our  friends  back  to 
the  time  when  these  men  were  arrested 
and  convicted  upon  this  very  evidence 
which  was  procured  from  the  Irish 
police,  and  when  these  men  received 
those  long  and  terrible  sentences.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  was  then  in 
power,  and  what  did  he  do  ?  He  sus- 
pended the  Explosives  Act  of  1883, 
which  only  admitted  of  his  giving  to 
these  prisoners  a  penalty  of  14  years' 
penal  servitude,  while  he  had  them 
tried  under  another  Act — I  think  the 
Treason  Felony  Act — in  order  that  he 
might  be  able  to  give  them  20  years, 
and  in  some  of  the  cases,  sentences  for 
life.  The  hon.  Member  for  Mayo,  who 
speaks  with  profound  authority  upon 
all  Irish  questions,  has  told  us  very 
recently  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Leader  of  the  Opposition  had 
become  aware  of  the  wishes  and  of  the 
aspirations  of  the  Irish  people ;  but 
that  his  ability  to  grant  these  wishes 
and  these  aspirations  would  entirely 
depend  upon  the  unanimity  of  the  Irish 
people  and  of  their  Representatives. 
Will  the  hon.  Member  for  Mayo  deny 
that  we  who  represent  Ireland 
are  unanimous  and  without  a  dissen- 
tient voice  on  the  subject  of  the 
release  of  the  Irish  political 
prisoners?  and,  if  so,  I  challenge — I 
invite — the  hon.  Member  for  Mayo  to 
get  up  in  his  place  and  make  good  that 
promise  of  future  security  which  he 
has  been  making  to  the  Irish  people  on 
behalf  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  and 
his  friends.  We  are  not  here  to  barter 
away  the  interests  of  Ireland  to  any 
man,  no  matter  how  high  his  position, 
for  flimsy  promises.  This  is  a  matter 
of  business.     We  want  some  earnest  of 
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your  good  intentions ;  and  so  long  as  I 
have    a  voice   inside   or  outside  this. 
House,  I  shall  advise  my  countrymen 
not  to  enter  into  any  political  confi- 
dence    trick     with    the    right     hon. 
Gentleman  or  with  anybody  eke,  but 
to  transact  this  political  business  in  a 
sensible  manner,  and  make  the  best 
terms  they  can,  and  submit  these  term* 
to    their    own  countrymen.      I    have 
always  looked  upon  a  Tory  Minister  aa 
an  extremely  foolish  man.     I  oould  not 
help  thinking  last  night  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Home  Secretary 
might,  at  least,  without  pressure  from  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Derby,  if   he    were  wise,   have  gone 
one  step  further,  and,  at  a  time  when  a 
great  sorrow,  which  has  been  shared 
in  by  the  subjects  of  Her  Majesty  in 
this  country  and  in  Ireland,  has  fallen 
upon  her,  have  advised  Her  Gracious 
Majesty,   burdened  down  by  her  own 
sorrow,  to  relieve  these  poor  convict* 
from  what  he  must    know,  and  doe* 
know,  is  the  heaviest  sorrow  which  can 
be  inflicted  upon  poor  suffering  human 
beings.    But  as  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man has  not  seen  his  way  to  do  so,  and 
as  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  has- 
not  seen  his  way  to  press  him,  I  have 
only  to  content  myself  by  declaring  again 
that  it  is  my  profound  conviction  that 
the  Irish  people  and  their  Representa- 
tives, whoever  they  may  be,  will  never 
obtain  real  justice  from  any  Party  in 
this  House  until  they  are  able  to  do 
what  my  lamented  friend  the  late  dis- 
tinguished Member    for    Cork    would 
have  been  able  to  do  if  you  had  allowed 
him  to  remain  here  to-day  with  his  86* 
men  behind  him — not  to  crave,  not  to 
appeal,  as  the  hon.  Member  for  North* 
East   Cork  has    had    to   do,    but    to 
demand  and  compel,  as  we  will  have 
to  compel  any  Party  when  they  do  it,, 
to  give  over  these  political  prisoners  to 
the  Irish  people  as  a  token  of  their 
good  faith  in  this  "  Union  o!  Hearts." 

(4.20.)  Sib  WILLIAM  HARCOUBT 
(Derby) :  The  hon.  Member  who  has 
just  sat  down  seems  to  be  under  the 
impression  that  I  have  some  disinclina- 
tion to  take  part  in  this  Debate.  He 
is  mistaken  in  that  view ;  I  have 
attended  the  greater  part  of  this  Debate 
with  a  desire  to  know  whether  there 
were  anything  new,  either  in  fact  or  in 
arguments,  to  allege,  as  compared  with 


! 


Majesty's  Most  {12  February,  1892}         Gracious  Speech, 


330 


b  had  been  stated  in  former  Debates 
i  this  subject.  I  am  sure  the  House 
b  feel  that  there  has  never  been  any 
on  my  part  of  taking  that  respon- 
ity  which  properly  belongs  to  me. 
ve  been  for  many  years  a  Member 
lis  House,  and  I  hope  that  charge 
not  fairly  lie  at  my  door,  that  I 
i  not  been  ashamed  to  shirk  in  this 
se  the  burden  of  responsibility 
th  has  been  laid  upon  me.  I  have 
aed>carefully  to  this  Debate,  and  I 
1 1  have  heard  from  the  hon.  and 
led  Member  for  Waterford  the 
*  able  and  moderate  speech  that  I 
d  last  year.  I  have  heard  from  the 
le  Secretary  the  same  reply  to  that 
oh,  that  I  heard  last  year  also,  I 
i  not  been  able  to  discover  in  the 
se  of  this  Debate  any  new  allega- 
i  bearing  upon  the  merits  of  the 
tion.  The  hon.  Member  who  has 
sat  down  said,  probably  for  want 
oquaintance  with  the  proceedings 
ourts  of  Law,  that  I  suspended  the 
ation  of  the  Explosives  Act  and 
ght  the  indictment  under  the 
son  Felony  Act.  If  the  hon.  Gen- 
an  were  acquainted  with  the 
utive  proceedings  of  a  Court  of  Law 
nust  know  that  I  had  nothing 
fcever  to  do  with  one  or  the  other, 
that  I  had  no  voice  whatever  in 
proceedings  that  should  be  taken 
ast  a  prisoner.  I  am  sure  it  is 
his  want  of  acquaintance  with  the 
i  that  he  should  have  produced 
a  charge  as  that  against  me.  I  have 
nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the 
acter  of  the  indictment  which  was 
ared  against  these  prisoners  any 
9  than  he  had  himself.  The  Motion 
re  the  House  is  a  general  Motion  for 
esty  of  all  dynamite  offenders.  But 
the  oases,  I  think,  of  two  political 
iders  have  been  referred  to — those 
the  convicts  Egan  and  Daly, 
r,  as  to  the  case  of  Egan, 
ave  this  to  say  :  The  Home 
etary  has  expressed  his  opinion 
there  are  distinguishing  circum- 
oes  in  that  case  which  might  make 
proper  subject  for  revision.  All  I 
say  is  that,  if  that  be  so,  it  is 
ly  proper  and  highly  fair  that  that 
should  be  taken  into  reconsidera- 
with  reference  to  political  offenders 
whom  long  sentences  have  been 
sd.    It  te  the  duty  of  the  Secretary 


of  State  carefully  to  inquire  into  any 
case  in  which  any  particular  cir- 
cumstances, not  disclosed  at  the  trial, . 
come  before  him  for  consideration. 
With  reference  to  long  sentences 
passed  upon  any  prisoners,  without 
distinction,  it  is  the  practice  that 
these  cases  are  always  brought  Tinder 
review  after  a  certain  period  has 
elapsed;  and  during  my  time  at  the 
Home  Office,  I  very  greatly  shortened 
the  period  at  which  the  revision  of 
long  sentences  should  take  place. 
These  observations  would  refer  to  all 
criminal  cases,  quite  apart  from  the 
case  of  political  offences.  As  to  the 
case  of  Daly,  what  is  demanded,  as  I 
understand,  is  inquiry.  I  know  of  no 
inquiry  so  regular  in  a  case  that  has 
been  decided  by  a  Judge  and  jury  as 
the  inquiry  which  is  made  by  the 
Secretary  of  State  on  the  allegations  of 
any  circumstances  which,  in  the 
evidence  brought  forward  at  the 
trial,  or  outside  that  evidence,  should 
supply  the  proper  materials  for  the 
exercise  of  the  prerogative  of  mercy  of 
the  Crown.  But  that  inquiry  has  been 
made  over  and  over  again.  It  was  made 
by  myself,  as  it  was  my  duty  to 
make  it.  It  was  made  by  the  present 
Home  Secretary  as  inquiry  is  made  by 
every  Secretary  of  State  in  office  when 
he  has  sufficient  material  to  inquire 
into.  It  is  quite  idle,  however,  to  com- 
plain of  the  materials  brought  before 
the  Secretary  of  State  not  having  been 
laid  upon  the  Table  of  the  Housq, 
because  if  that  were  done  no  such 
inquiry  would  be  possible.  The  inquiry 
must  necessarily  be  confidential.  The 
inquiry  must  apply  to  every  circum- 
stance, however  little,  which  bears 
either  for  or  against  the  prisoners  which 
might  influence  the  decision  or  clemency 
of  the  Crown.  That  is  the  only  in- 
quiry which  it  is  possible  to  make ;  and 
that  inquiry,  so  far  as  Daly's  case  is 
concerned,  has  been  made  over  and 
over  again.  Now,  the  Home  Secretary 
has  stated  the  result  of  his  inquiry  into 
that  matter,  and  I  quite  concur,  from 
my  experience  at  the  Home  Office,  in 
what  he  has  stated.  The  allegation — 
no  doubt  a  most  serious  allegation — 
that  the  bombs  found  upon  Daly 
had  been  planted  upon  him  by  the 
police,  has  been  inquired  into  by  all 
the  means  which  there  are  at  the  disposal 
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of  the  Home  Office;  and  I  can  only 
-assert,  in  confirmation  of  what  the 
Home  Secretary  said,  that  that  charge 
is  entirely  unfounded.  There  is 
not  a  shadow  of  ground  for  that 
assertion.  Besides  that  it  is 
contradictory  to  the  conduct  and 
language  of  Daly  himself.  He  had 
an  opportunity  at  the  trial  of  proving 
his  own  innocence,  as  every  prisoner  at 
his  trial  has.  He  never  made  a  sug- 
gestion for  one  moment  at  the  trial 
of  a  plot  on  the  part  of  the  police,  nor 
certainly  at  any  time  that  I  have  any 
cognisance  of  did  he  make  any  allega- 
tion to  any  person  who  visited  him  in 
the  prison.  Upon  that  point  I  must  also 
confirm  what  the  Home  Secretary  has 
said.  I  was  convinced  of  his  guilt  by 
evidence  that  appeared  to  me  as  amply 
sufficient,  that  the  bombs  had  been  sent 
from  America,  and  that  they  had  been 
sent  on  the  application  of  Daly  himself. 
Therefore,  upon  the  grounds  put  for- 
ward in  this  particular  case,  that  there 
should  be  a  revision  of  the  sentence  on 
account  of  a  mistake,  I,  at  least,  must 
decline  to  admit  the  force  of  that  argu- 
ment. The  case  of  Egan  may  be  an 
open  matter  of  consideration.  The  Home 
Secretary  has  all  the  material  before 
him  (which  I  have  not)  to  enable  him 
to  form  a  judgment :  He  says  he  thinks 
there  are  grounds  for  dealing  with  that 
case  in  a  manner  different  from  other 
cases.  I  can  only  express  my  opinion 
that  he  will  do  right  in  giving  them  full 
consideration.  Now  as  regards  the 
case  of  Daly,  I  have  stated  fairly,  and 
I  hope  sufficiently,  what  is  my  position. 
As  to  the  general  Motion,  I  have  to  ask 
myself  first,  separating  the  matter 
altogether  from  its  political  aspect, 
what  is  the  character  of  the  crime  of 
these  men? — what  is  his  class  of 
offence  ? — Is  it  one  that  in  itself,  apart 
from  other  considerations,  commends 
itself  to  the  leniency  of  the  nation  or 
the  clemency  of  the  Grown.  That 
is  the  first  question  I  ask.  Now, 
what  is  the  offence?  In  my  opinion, 
it  is  the  most  heinous  and  grievous 
crime  that  can  possibly  be  conceived. 
If  I  go  over  the  whole  category 
of  crime  I  know  none  which  is  graver 
or  more  heinous  than  this.  On  ac- 
count of  the  ease  with  which  it  can 
be  committed,  the  terrible  consequences 
that  can  ensue,  the  recklessness  of  the 
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dangers  which  are  created,  the  alarm 
and  the  suffering  that  are  produced, 
these,  in  my  opinion,  are  not  equalled, 
certainly  not  surpassed,  by  any  offences 
known  in  the  calendar  of  crime.     I 
have  myself  been  a  witness  of  the  terrible 
sufferings  of  the  victims  of  these  out- 
rages ;     innocent    persons    who    will 
never  recover  from  the  consequences. 
A    policeman    in    Westminster   Hall, 
and       the       unfortunate       travellers 
on   the    Metropolitan    Railway    when 
the     bombs     exploded     there,    wen 
visited  by  me  in  the  hospital.    These 
are  the  victims  of  a  crime  with  respect 
to  which  burglary  or  any  other  offence 
would  seem  to  be  comparatively  venial 
Therefore,   I  cannot  look    upon    this 
crime  as  one  to  which  any  mitigating 
circumstances  can  attach,  or  which  can 
or  ought  to  be  visited  with  leniency. 
That  being  so,  at  the  same  time  I 
would  ask  the  House  to  bear  in  mind 
that  grievous  as  these  crimes  are,  and 
punishable  as  they  were  with  penal 
servitude,  sentences  of  penal  servitude 
are  reviewed  within   a  limited  period. 
A  sentence  of  20  years  is  reviewed  at  i 
period  that  falls  far  short  of  the  90 
years.     They  have  always    been  so, 
although  I  have  myself  established  i 
rule  on  which  a  revision  takes  place  it 
a  shorter  period.     The  point  we  have 
now  to  consider  is  whether  that  review, 
whether  the  re-consideration  in  the  case 
of  these  particular  crimes  should  take 
place  at  a  shorter  period,  and  under 
more  favourable  circumstances,  than  ia 
other  cases.    Now,  I  cannot,  arrive  aft 
that  conclusion  from  the  character  of  the 
crime.     Well,  if  not  in  the  crime  itself 
we  are  to  look  at  the  circumstances. 
What  are  the  circumstances  to  be  relied 
upon  to  take  this  class  of  crime,  ad- 
mittedly heinous  in  itself,  out  of  the 
general  rule  which  applies  to  all  other 
prisoners.       Because,    mark    you,    to 
accepting  a  Resolution  of  this  kind  you 
come  to  a  conclusion  which  is  to  say  to 
all  persons  who  are  the  subjects  of  the 
Queen,  and  who  will  be  naturally  in- 
fluenced by  the  opinions  of  this  House, 
that  these  crimes,  for  some  reason  or 
other,  are  to  be  dealt  with  in  a  more 
favourable  manner  than  other  crimes. 
Therefore  we  have  a  great  responsibility. 
We  must  bear  in  mind  that  responsibility, 
and  act  upon  it.    If  you  are  to  say  to 
the  burglar  and  the  garrotter,  who  nave 
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sentenced    to    penal     servitude, 

»  are  men  who  were  sentenced 

special     circumstances ;     and 

b  you  have  been  sentenced  to  20 

penal  servitude,  or  penal  servi- 
tor life,  you  shall  undergo  your 
ice,  and  these  men  will  not." 
Sir,  the  burglar  and  the  garrotter 
.  naturally  ask   why  ?    and   you 

as  responsible  Representatives  of 
eople,  be  prepared  to  say  why 
men  are  to  be  placed  under  a  dif- 
oategory  from  the  ordinary 
ere.  Because,  Sir,  if  these  who 
antenoed  to  these  offences  are 
ed,  while  other  men  sentenced  to 

of  penal  servitude  are  kept  in 
l,  that  would  be  a  gross  injustice, 
i  some  sufficient  reason  can  be 
d  in  favour  of  a  distinction. 
fore,  I  bring  before  the  House  the 
isibility  involved  in  making  these 
minating  distinctions.  Well,  let 
k  what  are  the  distinctions  upon 
i  these  grave  crimes  are  to  be 
id,  and  why  they  are  to  be  treated 
inherent  manner  ?  The  only  reason 
e  heard  alleged  in  this  Debate — 
d  with  great  force  by  the  hon. 
eman  who  has  just  sat  down — 
d  with  great  force  and  with  some 
lenoe  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
[.Fermanagh — is,  that  these  crimes 
connected  with  Fenianism. 
.  W.  REDMOND  (North  Fer- 
gh) :  I  was  very  far  from  saying 
nig  of  the  kind.  What  I  said 
ibis — that  these  men,  instead  of 

convicted  of  dynamite  offences, 
aonvicted  particularly  and  mainly 
as  they  were  connected  with  the 
n  Organisation.  The  reason  1 
heae  cases  should  be  treated  ex- 
nally  was  that  these  men  were 
i,  many  of  them  at  any  rate,  to 
rate  crimes  by  the  tyranny  exer- 

by  successive  English  Govern - 
i  in  Ireland. 

WILLIAM  HARCOURT:  That 
Mtly  what  I  said  and  what  I 
stood  the  hon.  Member  to  say. 
id  they  were  men  of  the  Fenian 
ieation,  and  that  they  were  con- 
I  of  Fenianism,  and  not  of  any 
nite  offence.  They  were  un- 
edlyindioted  for  dynamite  and  not 
eniamum,  and  the  question  is 
wr  it  was  in  consequence  of  the 
hat  they  were  guilty  of  treason- 
It.  L  [ME      SEEIES.] 


felony  that  they  were  indicted  for  dyna- 
mite. That  is  the  only  circumstance 
alleged  in  the  Debate.  There  has  been 
a  great  deal  said  about  Fenianism,  and 
I  do  not  think  the  hon.  Member  for 
North  Fermanagh  will  be  of  opinion 
that  I  do  him  any  injustice  when  I  say 
that  he  passed  a  glowing  eulogium  on 
Fenianism  and  the  Fenians.  I  differ 
from  him.  I  will  not  denounce  his 
opinions,  but  he  holds  contrary  opinions 
to  myself  on  the  subject  of  Fenianism. 
Sir,  what  I  understand  by  Fenianism  is 
this — that  it  is  a  secret  association 
which  professes  to  accomplish  revolu- 
tionary objects  by  violence  and  outrage. 
(Cries  of  "No,  no  "from  the  Irish 
benches.)  I  am  perfectly  willing  to  hear 
the  opinionsof  others  on  the  subject,  but 
that  is  my  opinion,  and  I  doubt  very 
much  whether  persons  calling  them- 
selves Fenians  will  object  to  my 
definition. 

Mb.  W.  REDMOND :  I  am  sorry  to 
interrupt  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  but 
will  he  allow  me  to  point  out  that  the 
Fenianism  of  these  trials  is  that  of 
20  years  ago,  and  that  no  man 
would  more  strongly  repudiate  the 
charge  that  they  relied  upon  outrage  of 
any  kind  than  the  men  connected 
with  these  recent  offences? 

Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT:  That 
these  outrages  were  connected  with 
Fenianism  is  a  matter  upon  which  I 
have  no  doubt  at  all.  The  proof  was 
absolutely  complete;  but  lam  willing  to 
take  the  hon.  Member's  opinion  that 
Fenianism  does  not  rely  upon  outrage, 
but  upon  force. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  (Water- 
ford)  :     You  said  "  outrage." 

Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT:  I 
should  like  to  know  exactly  what  the 
"force"  is.  As  arms  of  precision 
improve,  so,  no  doubt,  the  methods  of 
force  may  have  advanced  upon  what 
they  were  in  former  times.  I  rely 
upon  that,  because  I  do  not  wish  to 
enter  upon  any  elaborate  discussion 
upon  the  essence  of  Fenianism.  I  am 
really  only  endeavouring  to  express  my 
own  opinions.  I  understand  I  am 
desired  to  correct  the  phrase  I  em- 
ployed, and  therefore  I  will  adopt  the 
correction,  and  say  that  Fenianism  is  a 
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secret  association  which  professes  to 
bring  about  revolutionary  objects  by 
force. 

An  hon.  Member  :     That  is  better. 

Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT :  Sir, 
I  have  to  ask  myself  whether  the  con- 
nection of  crime  with  a  doctrine  of 
that  kind  is  a  mitigating  circumstance, 
and  I  must  confess  that,  thinking  the 
matter  over,  I  have  arrived  at  the  con- 
clusion that  it  is  not.  The  connection 
of  crime  with  a  doctrine  of  that  kind 
is,  I  confess,  not  a  mitigation  but  an 
aggravation,  because  the  result  is  that 
it  becomes  not  only  a  crime  against  an 
individual,  but  a  crime  against  society. 
Therefore  I  cannot  admit  that  that 
particular  circumstance  in  itself  con- 
stitutes any  mitigation  of  the  offence. 
Now,  Sir,  the  hon.  Member  for  North 
Fermanagh  has  been  good  enough  to 
address  himself  a  good  deal  to  me.  He 
passed  a  glowing  eulogium  upon  what 
the  Fenians  had  accomplished.  He 
said  they  were,  in  fact,  the  authors 
of  Home  Rule,  and  that  they  had 
brought  about  the  condition  of  things 
which  has  enabled  me  to  adopt  the 
principles  of  Home  Rule.  I  am  quite 
sure  the  hon.  Member  for  North 
Fermanagh  did  not  intend  to  misrepre- 
sent me  in  any  way.  But  he  is  entirely 
mistaken.  The  connection  of  Fenianism 
with  Home  Rule  was  not  that  which 
induced  me  to  accept  Home  Rule.  It 
has  always  been  my  principal  difficulty. 
And  I  venture  to  say  I  share  that 
opinion  with  the  great  majority  of 
the  people  of  this  country  who  are 
prepared  to  support  Home  Rule.  The 
only  difficulty  which  the  people  of 
Great  Britain  have  had  in  adopting  the 
principle  of  Home  Rule  is  from  the 
suspicion  and  the  belief  that  it  was  in 
some  way  or  other  connected  with 
Fenianism.  The  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  North  Fermanagh  attacked 
me  for  saying  I  was  not  in  favour  of 
Fenian  Home  Rule  ;  and  I  am  sorry  to 
find  myself  differing  from  him.  I  am 
not  in  favour  of  Fenian  Home  Rule, 
and  I  hope,  and  I  do  believe,  that  the 
great  majority  of  the  people  of  Ireland 
and  of  their  Representatives  are  adverse 
to  Fenianism  and  to  Fenian  Home 
Rule ;  and  I  hope  I  express  the  opinions 
of  the  people  of  Great  Britain  when  I  say 
that  it  is  because  they  believe  that  Home 
Rule  is  not  connected  with  Fenianism, 

Sir  William  Harcourt 


but  that  it  is  opposed  to  it,  and  that 
it  will  be  an  element  in  putting  it  down, 
that  they  are  prepared  to  support 
the  principle  of  Home  Rule.  There- 
fore, Sir,  I  desire  to  correct  the  impres- 
sion under  which  the  hon.  Member  for 
North  Fermanagh  seemed  to  be  suffer- 
ing when  he  reproached  me  for  being 
against  Fenian  Home  Rule. 

Dr.  KENNY  (Cork  County,  South- 
ern  Division} :  Will  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  allow  me 

Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT:  The 
hon.  Gentleman  will  have  an  oppor- 
tunity later.  Sir,  what  we  at  least 
who  have  adopted  the  principle  of 
Home  Rule  believe  and  hope — and  we 
do  believe  and  hope  in  that  respect, 
that  we  are  acting  not  only  in  con- 
formity with  the  opinion  of  the  great 
majority  of  the  people  of  England,  but 
of  the  great  majority  of  the  people  of 
Ireland — is  this,  that  the  measure  of 
self-government  which  we  desire  is  one 
to  be  obtained  by  constitutional  means 
and  used  in  a  constitutional  way.  That 
is  the  view  that  we  have,  and  it  must 
be  our  object.  I  hope  it  is  your  object 
in  Ireland,  as  it  is  our  object  in  Great 
Britain,  to  dissociate  the  notion  of 
Irish  self-government  altogether  from 
the  notion  of  Fenianism,  and  the  object 
that  Fenians  have  at  heart.  I  thought 
it  necessary  to  say  that,  Sir,  in  con- 
sequence, not  of  the  attack  made  upon 
me,  but  of  the  appeal  which  was  made 
to  me  by  the  hon.  Member  for  North 
Fermanagh.  Therefore,  Sir,  in  my 
opinion  those  who  are  sincerely  favour- 
able to  Home  Rule  will  do  everything 
in  their  power  to  dissociate  the  concep- 
tion of  Irish  self-government  from  the 
ideas  and  conceptions  of  the  Fenians. 
For  the  reasons  I  have  endeavoured 
frankly  to  state  to  the  House  I  find 
myself  unable  to  vote  for  the  Amend- 
ment of  the  hon.  Gentleman. 

Mr.  W.  REDMOND :  I  desire,  bv 
way  of  personal  explanation ,  to  say  I  fini 
no  fault  with  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
for  declaring  against  Fenian  Home 
Rule  ;  but  what  we  did  find  fault  with 
him  was  for  referring  to  some  voters  in 
the  City  of  Cork  as  representatives  of 
Fenian  Home  Rule  and  saying  that 
Fenian  Home  Rule  had  received  its 
death  blow.  These  men  who  20 
years  ago  held  opinions  that  were  not 
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used  in  this  House  should  not  be  sub- 
»ted  to  sneers  simply  because  their 
lethods  have  been  supplanted  by  the 
iill  more  effectual  methods  of  the  late 
Ir.  Parnell. 

Mb.  TIMOTHY  HARRINGTON 
Dublin,  Harbour  Division) :  Sir,  I  think 
re  have  reason  to  be  thankful  to  the 
ight  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
)erby  for  the  tone  he  has  adopted.  I 
m  glad  he  has  not  been  tempted  into 
living  himself  with  a  refusal  to  re- 
sonsider  the  case  of  these  men.  His 
one  is  more  kindly  and  considerate 
ban  has  been  adopted  on  former 
Moasions  during  these  Debates.  The 
art  portion  of  his  speech  had  reference 
bo  the  question  of  Fenian  Home  Rule, 
and  on  that  I  would  like  to  say  that 
we  have  no  objection  to  anything  he 
has  said,  and  that  we  will  readily 
aocept  the  definition  of  the  plan 
and  scope  of  Home  Rule  that  he  has 
laid  down  this  evening.  But  what  we 
<fo  object  to  is  this — that  he  used  the 
expression  "  Parnell's  Fenian  Home 
Bale,"  and  we  take  that  to  mean  some- 
thing which  no  Irishman  would  dare 
to  repudiate.  That  observation  ap- 
plied to  a  plan  specially  defined,  and  to 
a  man  who,  undoubtedly,  by  his  life  in 
fids  House,  contributed  more  than  any 
other  man  in  this  world  to  turn 
Earianism  into  constitutional  courses, 
and  to  turn  the  feelings  of  his  country- 
men, who  had  left  their  country  with 
feelings  of  vengeance  in  their  hearts, 
into  constitutional  courses.  I  thank 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  for  his  state- 
ment, and  I  will  say  that  our  ex- 
perience is  that  he  has  been  distin- 
guished for  the  careful  consideration 
which  he  has  given  to  the  case  of  these 
prisoners.  Sir,  as  regards  the  case  of 
Bgan,  no  new  facts  have  been,  or 
on  be,  presented.  His  case  is 
the  same  as  presented  eight  years  ago. 
Last  year  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Home  Secretary  said  that  he  was 
unable  to  draw  any  distinction  between 
the  cases  of  Daly  and  Egan,  but  I  will 
•A  the  House  to  compare  that  state- 
ment with  his  definite  promise  last 
night  that  he  would  regard  those  cases 
as  cases  in  which  there  was  a  material 
difference.  I  ask  whether  any  addi- 
tional facts  have  come  to  light  since 
last  year,  or  whether  anything  has 
marred  to  influence  him  except  the 


action  taken  by  directing  attention  to 
the  matter  in  this  House.  The  right 
hon.  Member  for  Derby  and  the  Home 
Secretary,  so  far  from  weakening  our 
case  for  inquiry,  have  strengthened  it 
by  the  attitude  they  have  taken  up. 
At  the  trial,  undoubtedly,  a  clear  dis- 
tinction was  made  between  the  two 
men  in  question,  and  the  Judge  evi- 
dently believed  that  it  was  the  duty  of 
the  jury  to  draw  a  distinction  between 
the  two  cases.  The  only  evidence 
offered  against  Egan  was  that  Daly 
lived  in  his  house,  and  that  letters  had 
passed  between  them,  although  there 
was  no  evidence  that  they  were  on  the 
subject  of  dynamite  plots.  Against 
that  there  was  Daly's  declaration  that 
he  alone  was  responsible,  and  the  same 
evidence  might  have  convicted  any 
person  keeping  a  lodging  house  under 
the  same  circumstances.  I  maintain 
that  were  it  not  that  Egan  was  an 
Irishman,  and  had  been  10  years  before 
in  political  sympathy  with  Daly's 
opinions,  the  jury  would  never  have 
found  him  guilty.  When  the  jury  re- 
turned, after  a  quarter  of  an  hour's 
absence,  with  a  verdict  of  "guilty,"  the 
Judge  said — 

"  Those  bombs  were  found  in'the  possession 
of  Daly.  What  I  want  to  know  is  whether  you 
find  that  Egan  is  a  party  to  those  bombs  being 
prepared,  and  intended  that  a  conspiracy 
should  be  carried  out  by  the  use  of  them  ?  " 

The  Foreman  said,  "  We  are  of  opinion 
he  was  conspiring."  His  Lordship 
seemed  to  be  a  very  obstinate  juror, 
and  that  conversation  shows  he  thought 
the  jury  should  not  have  returned  such 
a  verdict.  The  distinction  between  the 
cases  of  Daly  and  Egan  was  distinctly 
drawn  there,  and  it  was  drawn  further 
by  the  Judge  in  sentencing  the  two  men. 
The  right  hon.  Member  for  Derby  as 
well  as  the  Home  Secretary  have  both 
complained  of  our  endeavouring  to  give 
a  political  complexion  to  this  question  ; 
but  if  anybody  is  to  blame  for  these 
men  being  so  regarded,  it  is  those  who 
are  responsible  for  the  prosecutions, 
and  who  arraigned  them  as  political 
prisoners,  as  is  shown  by  the  terms  of 
the  indictment.  The  point  of  our  argu- 
ment is,  that  if  you  drag  in  the  poli- 
tical question  to  make  a  conviction 
more  easy,  and  expose  these  men  to 
that  disadvantage  on  their  trial,  you 
have  no  right  now  to  deprive  them  of 
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the  advantage  which  follows  a  convic- 
tion for  political  offences.  We  deplore 
that  any  of  our  countrymen  should 
have  been  led  into  the  contemplation  of 
violence,  but  we  ask  this  House  to  con- 
sider whether  the  continuation  of  a 
policy  of  this  kind  would  contribute 
to  the  better  government  of  the  Empire. 
Almost  every  agitation  in  Ireland  has 
arisen  upon  such  a  question  as  we  are 
discussing  now.  Requests  for  the 
amnesty  of  political  prisoners  have  been 
allowed  to  rest  by  the  Government  of  the 
day  until  they  gathered  force  and  weight, 
and  so  laid  the  foundation  for  fresh 
political  agitations.  Is  it  not  a  remark- 
able fact  that  the  allegation  with 
regard  to  Daly  has  not  come  from 
these  benches  or  originated  in  Ireland, 
but  that  the  statement  that  the  bombs 
were  planted  upon  him  was  made  by 
the  Chief  Constable  of  Birmingham, 
Mr.  Farndale,  who  could  have  no 
sympathy  with  our  movement,  and 
who  was  in  charge  of  the  Detective 
Department  which  was  watching  Daly? 
Daly  was  found  in  the  possession  of 
bombs,  but  the  whole  question  is  whether 
there  is  any  truth  in  the  allegation 
that  they  were  planted  upon  him  by 
the  Irish  police.  It  is  clear  that  the 
police  during  seven  months  never 
lost  sight  of  Daly,  except  during  the  one 
short  period  when  he  received  the 
bombs,  and  it  is  a  remarkable  fact  that 
they  were  ready  at  the  railway  station 
to  receive  him,  and  had  an  empty  bag 
with  them  to  take  the  bombs.  Even 
if  it  had  not  been  for  the  statement  of 
Mr.  Farndale,  in  that  fact  alone  we 
have  sufficient  evidence  to  compel  the 
conviction  that,  at  all  events,  an 
inquiry  should  be  instituted.  It  was 
said  in  the  course  of  this  debate  by 
someone  on  the  Treasury  Bench  that 
Farndale  was  not  produced  at  the  trial 
because  he  knew  nothing  about  the 
case. 

Mr.  MATTHEWS:  I  made  an 
observation  about  the  time,  but  I  did 
not  say  Mr.  Farndale  knew  nothing 
about  the  case,  but  that  he  gave  no 
evidence  about  the  circumstances. 

Mr.  HARRINGTON:  I  maintain 
that  he  could  have  given  evidence  as  to 
the  circumstances,  and  that  his  evi- 
dence would  have  been  of  the  utmost 
importance.  I  find  from  the  report  of 
the  trial,  that  Daly  commented  upon 
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the  fact  that  Mr.  Farndale  had  been 
kept  out  of  the  witness  box.  He  re- 
ferred to  Mr.  Farndale  as  the  gentle- 
man who  pulled  the  wires,  and  asked 
why  he  was  not  put  into  the  witnett 
box  so  that  they  might  find  out  how 
the  wires  had  been  pulled.  Without 
going  back  upon  the  arguments  which 
have  been  used,  I  wish  to  call  attention  ! 
to  the  time  at  which  this  trial  took  | 
place.  The  prisoners  complained  of 
the  newspaper  comments  made  while 
the  trial  was  in  progress,  and  the  news- 
paper I  have  here  heads  the  report  of 
the  trial,  day  after  day,  with  "  Dyna- 
mite Plot."  I  was  only  a  very  young 
Member  of  this  House  when  the  right 
hon.  Member  for  Derby  proposed  ois 
Explosives  Bill,  and  I  think  I  am 
making  no  observation  which  will  be 
offensive  when  I  say  that  if  at  that 
time  an  allegation  had  been  made 
against  me,  as  an  Irishman,  of  being 
connected  with  dynamite  plots,  I 
should  have  been  very  unwilling  to 
entrust  myself  to  a  jury  composed  of 
gentlemen  of  the  opinions  held  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  at  that  time.  I 
shall  never  forget  the  impression  made 
upon  me  when  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man proposed  his  Explosives  Bill,  and 
it  was  carried  through  its  three  stage* 
in  one  night  with  all  the  solemnity 
and  all  the  appearance  of  gravity, 
and  I  would  almost  say,  of  terror, 
as  if  the  largest  invading  army  in 
Europe  had  been  at  hand.  I  do  not 
want  to  make  a  point  against  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman, but  I  think  while  thoea 
unfortunate  explosions  were  taking 
place  he  would  not  have  beeu  a  bit 
surprised  to  hear  that  some  Irish  Mem- 
ber was  connected  with  them.  Is  it 
unreasonable  that  we  should  ask  the 
House  to  reconsider  the  case  of  men 
tried  at  a  time  when  the  country  was 
in  this  state?  We  believe  that  when 
the  danger  is  past  and  the  terror  is 
gone,  and  when  the  exceptional  means 
which  were  taken  at  the  time  to  protect 
public  buildings  and  the  lives  of  the 
people  have  been  effectual,  a  con- 
tinuance of  the  imprisonment  of  these 
men  becomes  vindictive,  and  only  gives 
cause  for  further  agitation  and  dis- 
turbance in  the  future. 
*(5.25.)  Mr.  JUSTIN  MCCARTHY 
(Londonderry) :  I  do  not  intend  to 
keep  the  House  very  long  in  making 
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the  observations  I  wish  to  otter  on  this 
question.  I  listened  with  much  interest 
and  attention  to  the  right  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Derby,  and  there  was  much  he 
said  which  I  thought  moderate  and 
fair,  and  on  the  whole  sympathetic; 
but  there  were  many  passages  in  that 
speech  with  which  I  could  not  find 
myself  in  agreement.  I  think  he  was 
unfair — not,  of  course,  consciously,  but, 
at  all  events,  historically — in  the  view 
he  took  of  the  Fenian  movement  and 
the  general  purposes  of  the  Fenians. 
He  said  they  meant  revolution  of  some 
kind  by  outrage,  and  he  seemed  to  think 
that  there  was  some  connection  between 
the  Fenians  and  dynamite  ;  and  I  find 
that  such  an  impression  does  prevail, 
and  is  honestly  and  sincerely  enter- 
tained, by  many  fair-minded  men.     I 

want,  therefore,  to  point  out  to  the 

House  that  Fenianism  and  dynamite 

have    absolutely  nothing  to  do  with 

each  other.  The  Fenians  were  a  revo- 
lutionary party,  but  they  never  had  to 

do  with  outrage  by  dynamite  or  any 

crime  of  the  kind.     I  am  sorry  the 

right  hon.  Member  for  Derby  did  not 

on  this    question   consult  the    Home 

Secretary,  for  that  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man would  have  told  him  that  he  had 

it  one  time  very  much  higher  opinions 

of  the  leaders  of  the  Fenian  movement 

than  he  admits  now.  But  a  Member  of 

this  House  does  not  need  to  consult 

toybody  as  to  what  the  purposes  of  the 

Fenians  were,   for    they  made    those 

purposes  known  in  proclamations  and 

m    action.      They    professed     them- 

lebes  to   be    a    oody   of    men    who 

despaired    of     obtaining    a    national 

(Wnment  for  Ireland  by  anything 

hit  force.      I  am  not  praising  their 

policy,  or  saying  it  was  a  wise  or  pos- 
sible policy,  but  it  was  published  to  the 

world.     I  remember  when  the  Fenian 

headquarters  were  opened  in    Union 

8qnare,  in  New  York,  that  people  went 

in  and  out  as  they  would  do  to  a  public 

office;    that  reporters    for  the    Press 

went  in  and  out  also,  and  that  the  pro- 
ceedings were  constantly  published  in 

all  the  American    newspapers.      The 

Fenians  crossed  into  Canada  to  endea- 
vour to  strike  a  blow  at  English  power 

there ;  they  arose  in  arms  in  Ireland  in 

several  places,  and  they  endeavoured 

to  capture  Chester  Castle.    All  these 

.were  things  which,  you  will  say,  were 


foolish  and  hopeless ;  but  they  had  no- 
thing to  do  with  outrage  or  with  crime 
of  any  kind  beyond  the  crime,  of 
course,  of  resisting  the  existing  law. 
It  is  unfortunate  that  since  there  was 
an  Act  of  Parliament  passed  in  onenight 
through  the  House  against  dynamite 
outrages,  persons  supposed  to  be  guilty 
of  such  offences  were  not  tried  under 
that  particular  Act.  It  was  rather 
doing  an  injustice  to  the  poor  old 
Treason  Felony  Act  to  arraign  any 
dynamiters  under  its  provisions.  The 
Treason  Felony  Act  was  passed  in 
1848  to  put  down  the  Young  Ireland 
movement,  which  was  composed  of 
men  of  undoubted  honour,  and  no  one 
of  whom  was  ever  charged  by  his 
bitterest  opponents  with  the  slightest 
sympathy  with  crime  and  outrage. 
What  was  the  purpose  of  that  Act  ?  It 
was  never  intended  to  have  reference 
to  dynamite,  for,  at  the  time  it  was 
passed,  dynamite  outrage  of  any  kind 
against  individuals  or  communities 
was  never  dreamed  of  as  a  weapon  of 
political  warfare.  These  men  were 
tried  under  this  Act  and  con- 
victed. It  is  now  admitted  that,  in 
the  case  of  Egan,  a  certain  distinction 
ought  to  be  made,  and  the  hon.  Member 
who  spoke  just  before  me  made  a  good 
point  when  he  said  that  nothing  what- 
ever new  had  been  brought  forward  in 
the  case  of  Egan,  and  if,  therefore,  the 
Government,  out  of  its  own  moral  con- 
sciousness, found  something  to  be  said 
for  him,  why  should  they  not  find  that 
there  was  something  to  be  said  for 
Daly,  in  the  sense  of  being  in  favour 
of  further  inquiry.  It  is  no  doubt  a 
good  rule  of  law  that  the  Government 
should  accept,  as  a  rule,  the  verdict  of 
a  jury,  but  there  are  many  cases 
in  which  the  Crown  has  upset 
the  verdict  of  a  jury.  There  is 
the  case  mentioned  by  my  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Cork,  of  the  men 
charged  with  the  murder  of  a  police- 
man at  Manchester.  There  are  some 
striking  facts  about  this  case  which  the 
House  probably  does  not  remember. 
There  was  a  panic  in  the  public  mind 
at  the  time,  and  an  attempt  was  made 
to  rescue  certain  Fenian  prisoners. 
In  the  course  of  that  rescue  a 
policeman  was  killed,  and  that  was 
undoubtedly,  in  the  legal  sense, 
murder,  as  the  attempt  to  rescue  was 
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against  the  law.  Five  men  were 
brought  to  trial  on  the  charge  of 
murder,  and  exactly  the  same  evidence 
of  identification  was  given  in  the  case 
of  each  man.  There  was  no  doubt  as 
to  the  facts,  and  the  only  question  was 
who  were  the  men  immediately  con- 
cerned in  the  act.  The  same  identifi- 
cation was  given  in  each  case,  and  the 
men  were  convicted,  the  learned  Judge, 
I  believe,  expressing  his  approval  of 
the  conviction.  In  the  case  of  one  of 
the  men,  Thomas  Maguire,  the 
reporters  of  all  sections  of  the  Press 
present  at  the  trial  came  to  the  con- 
viction that  he  was  not  one  of  the  men 
concerned  in  the  offence,  and  they  sent 
a  memorial  to  that  effect  to  the 
Government.  An  inquiry  was  made, 
and  it  was  found  that  this  man  was  a 
Marine,  innocent  of  all  sympathy  with 
the  Fenian  movement,  of  unstained 
character,  and  a  loyal  servant  of  the 
Crown.  He  was  immediately  set  at 
liberty.  Another  of  the  men,  named 
Condon,  was  unquestionably  mixed  up 
with  the  Fenian  movement,  but  the 
point  was  whether  he  was  mixed  up 
with  this  attempt.  In  his  case  the 
American  Government  intervened,  and 
addressed  some  kind  of  remonstrance  to 
Her  Majesty's  Government,  and  though 
nobody  knew  what  the  terms  of  it  were, 
the  impression  got  abroad  that  the 
American  Minister  was  able  to  show  that 
Condon  could  not  possibly  have  been 
concerned  in  the  attempt,  or  even 
near  the  doors  of  the  prison  van  at 
the  time.  That  man,  too,  was  at  once 
set  at  liberty.  These  cases  show 
that  the  verdicts  of  juries  are  not 
always  conclusive  of  the  guilt  of 
prisoners,  especially  when  men's  minds 
are  stirred  by  political  passion  and 
panic.  Let  us  remember  at  what 
time  Daly  and  the  other  men 
were  convicted  under  the  Act. 
There  was  a  perfect  scare  and  panic 
ail  over  the  country,  and  I  do 
not  wonder  at  it.  Men's  minds  were 
kept  at  a  stretch  and  strain,  and  one's 
faith  in  human  nature  seemed  almost 
exhausted,  and  you  could  not  tell  at  what 
moment  or  in  what  place  some  yet  more 
hideous  development  of  crime  might 
take  place.  It  was  at  that  time  these  men 
were  tried.  It  was  one  of  those  periods 
in  our  history  when  that  most  fatal 
impulse  was  abroad,  "  Somebody  must 

Mr.  Justin  Ml  Car  thy 


be  brought  to  trial ;  somebody  must  be 
found  guilty."    Both  Judges  and  juries 
are  full  of  human  nature,  and  is  it  not 
extremely  likely  that  there  was  a  sort 
of  conviction  beforehand  that  anybody 
tried  on  a  dynamite  charge  was,  at 
least,  likely  to  be  guilty ;  and  did  not 
this  lead  to    longer    sentences   bang 
passed  than  would  have  been  inflicted 
in  calmer  moments?  They  were  passed, 
no  doubt,  with  the  honest  conviction 
that  a  harsher  punishment  was  more 
likely  to  put  down  the  crime;  there 
was  at  that  time  in  the  minds  of  Judges 
and  juries  the  one  resolve  to  crash  wis 
conspiracy.      Now     we     have     come 
to  calmer  moments.    That  dynamite 
wave  has  spent  its    force.     All   that 
time  it  was  found  breaking  out  here, 
there,    and    everywhere ;     now    that 
has  passed,  and  everyone  sees  the  utter 
folly  as    well  as   crime  of  trying  to 
overthrow  great  political  associations 
by     the    murder    of     a    few    inno- 
cent  persons.      Is   it  not  now  time, 
since      these      men      have      suffered 
terribly,  when  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man    may     fairly    say    that    what- 
ever    they    have    been,     they    have 
suffered   severely,  and  the  interest  of 
the  whole  community,  as  well  as  the 
common  sympathies  of  human  nature, 
will  admit  that  they  should  at  hst 
be  released  from  their  bondage  ? 
*(5.45.)  Mr.  MAHONY  (Meath,  N.): 
I  do  not  wish   to  add    anything  to 
what  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  hasjust 
said  ;  but,  Sir,  I  do  wish  to  enter  my 
protest  against  the  attempt  which  has 
been  made  by  the  Home  Secretary,  and 
also  by  the  ex-Home  Secretary,  and  of 
recalling  to  the  House  not  the  circum- 
stances under  which  these  men  were 
convicted,  but  the  outrages  themselves, 
which  attempt  was  made  for  the  pur- 
pose of  creating  in  this  House  and  in 
the    country    a    fresh   feeling  against 
these  men,  in  order  that  their  prison 
doors  may  remain  locked.     I   protest 
against    that,     and    say     it    is   un- 
worthy of  men  occupying  the  position 
which  they  occupy  to  appeal  to  preju- 
dices of  that  kind.     I  wish,  Sir,  to  say 
a  few  words  on  the  case  of  Daly.    The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  states  that  after 
very  careful  inquiry  he  has  come  to 
the  conclusion  that  Daly  was  properly 
convicted.    There  are,  however,  one  or 
two  circumstances  in  the  case  to  which 
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urish  to  draw  attention.    The  Head 
datable  at  Birmingham  stated  to  the 
itch  Committee,  to  exonerate  him- 
'  when  asked  why  he  did  not  arrest 
man  who  gave  Daly  the  dynamite, 
A  he  believed  Daly's  conviction  was 
^  to  a  plant  on  Daly  by  the  emis- 
ies  of  the  Irish  police.    The  right 
l.  Gentleman  says  he  has  satisfied 
lself  that  there  is  no  ground  for  that 
urge,  and  he  said  last  Session  that 
came     to     that    conclusion    on 
(umentary   evidence.     Why  cannot 
produce  that  documentary  evidence, 
I  let  us  see  for  ourselves  whether  it 
atisfactory  or  not?    Is  that  evidence 
letter  of  which  we  have  now  heard 
the    first    time    as    having    been 
tten  by  Daly  to  a  man  in  America 
ned  Breslin  ?  If  it  be  so  the  House 
1, 1  think,  attach  very  little  import- 
e    to    it.     I  am  reminded  by  my 
i.  Friend  that  Breslin  is  the  very 
n  from  whom  Pigott  stated  that  he 
I  received  letters  which  were  proved 
be  forgeries.     There  is  a  point  in 
Daly  case  which  really  calls  for 
bher  explanation  on  the  right  hon. 
atleman's  part.     He  wishes  us  to 
leve  that  the  police  arrested  Daly  by 
re  accident.   They  had  watched  him 
bt  and  day  for  seven  months,  and 
I  never  seen  anything  suspicious  in 
behaviour.    Did  they  know  who  he 
i  going  to  see  when  he  started  for 
erpool  ?  They  knew  he  received  the 
gram,  and  from  whom  he  received 
uid  yet  we  are  asked  to  believe  that 
y  lost  him  the  moment  he  arrived  in 
erpool,  and  for  two  days  could  not 
I  him.     Yet  they  never  thought  of 
ig  to  the  house  of  the  man  from 
>m  the  telegram  came ;  but  it  was 
owner  of  the  house  who  gave  in- 
riation  to  the  police  as  to  the  station 
q  which  he  would  leave  Liverpool, 
the  time.    The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
l  says  he  has    inquired  fully  into 
matter.     I  do  not  think  his  infor- 
ion  is  quite  so  accurate  as  it  ought 
M.    He  told  us  for  the  first  time 
night  that  dynamite  was  sent  by 
an  called  Breslin,  in  America,  to  a 
i  in  Liverpool,  and  was  handed  by 
to  Daly.     Someone  in  the  House 
ited  out  "  Macdermott,"  and  the 
%  hon*  Gentleman  at  once  accepted 

name.      
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Mr.  MAHONY:  I  understood  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  to  say  it  had 
been  sent  from  Macdermott  to  Daly. 

Mr.  H.  MATTHEWS:  I  certainly 
did  not  say  so. 

Mr.  MAHONY:  The  dynamite  was 
sent  from  Breslin  to  a  man  in  Liver- 
pool. 

Mr.  H.  MATTHEWS:  I  did  not 
say  that. 

Mr.  MAHONY:  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  did,  I  think,  say  that  Daly 
had  written  to  a  man  in  America  called 
Breslin  ? 

Mr.  H.  MATTHEWS :  That  I  did 
say. 

Mr.  MAHONY  :  And  that  Breslin 
sent  dynamite  which  reached  the 
possession  of  a  man  in  Liverpool,  and 
that  from  that  man's  possession  it  came 
into  the  possession  of  Daly  ? 

Mr.  H.  MATTHEWS :  I  said  no- 
thing  about  how  it  came  into  the 
possession  of  Daly. 

Mr.  MAHONY  :  It  is  admitted  that 
it  came  into  the  possession  of  Daly. 
Daly  went  into  a  certain  house  in 
Liverpool  well  known  to  the  police, 
and  the  owner  of  which  told  the  police 
where  Daly  was  going  from. 

Mr.  H.  MATTHEWS:  All  that  is 
the  hon.  Member's,  not  mine. 

Mr.  MAHONY  :  Does  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  deny  it  ?  The  whole  case 
made  for  Daly  is  that  he  was  asked  by 
a  friend  to  take  a  parcel  and  to  put  it 
away.  Some  of  Daly's  questions  at  the 
trial  showed  that  he  began  to  suspect 
that  his  friend  had  played  him  a  trick, 
and  our  case  is  that  Daly  was  not  the 
man  to  turn  on  a  friend  unless  he  was 
sure  that  friend  had  treated  him  in  a 
dastardly  and  cowardly  fashion.  He 
could  not  make  out  that  case  for  himself, 
and  so  we  are  making  it  for  him.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  denies  that  the 
cases  of  the  16  men  were  political,  and 
says  that  they  were  cases  of  crimes  of 
ordinary  and  very  horrible  character.  He 
says  that  Daly  is  a  fanatic.  If  he  be, 
what  made  him  a  fanatic?  What 
made  O'Donovan  Rossa  sympathise 
with  dynamite  ?  It  was  the  treatment 
of  Ireland  by  the  British  Government, 
and  his  treatment  in  gaol  after  his  convic- 
tion which  made  Rossa  a  dynamitard. 
You  cannot  treat  men,  even  if  they  be 
Irishmen,  as  dogs  without  rousing 
spirit  of  resistance  and  retaliation.     An 
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hon.  Member  opposite  said  that  treason 
was  the  worst  of  crimes.  So  it  is,  if 
Government  be  free ;  but  if  Government 
be  oppressive,  sordid,  and  corrupt,  trea- 
son is  not  a  crime,  it  is  a  virtue.  I  am  old 
enough  to  remember  the  landing  of 
Garibaldi,  and  no  crowned  head  ever 
had  such  a  reception  in  this  country  at 
the  hands  of  the  English  people.  And 
yet,  was  he  not  guilty  of  treason  ?  Did 
he  not  sympathise  with  assassination  ? 
Why,  Agesilao  Milano  was  guilty  of 
attempted  assassination  with  his  own 
hand,  and  yet  Garibaldi's  first  act  after 
he  had  accomplished  the  freedom  of  the 
two  Sicilies  was  to  grant  a  pension  to  this 
man.  Yes,  and  1  ask  how  did  you  receive 
Garibaldi  who  wrote  about  another 
man,  who  not  only  attempted  assassi- 
nation, but  succeeded  in  assassination, 
the  man  who  assassinated  Rossi  in  the 
City  of  Rome — Rossi  the  Prime  Minister 
of  the  Pope  ?  This  is  how  Garibaldi 
treated  that  assassination — 

"  The  old  world  city  being  worthy  on  that 
day  of  ancient  glory  freed  itself  of  a  most 
dangerous  satellite  of  tyranny,  and  bathed  the 
marble  steps  of  the  Capitol  in  his  blood.  A 
Roman  youth  had  found  once  more  the  steel 
of  Marcus  Brutus." 

That  man,  Garibaldi,  you  received 
in  this  country  with  acclamation,  and 
yet  you  raise  up  your  hands  in  pious 
horror  against  men  wTho  dare  to  justify 
political  movements,  in  wThich  those 
connected  with  them  never  advocated, 
and  never  attempted,  political  assassi- 
nation. (Cheers.)  Yes,  you  are  horri- 
fied at  us  for  daring  to  speak  in 
words  of  praise  of  men  who  have  been 
guilty  of  treason  ;  when  it  is  a  Greek, 
when  it  is  a  Bulgarian,  when  it  is  an 
Italian ;  aye,  when  it  is  anything  but 
an  Irishman,  then  these  same  men  are 
not  infamous,  but  are  •  heroes.  We 
have  not  justified  the  use  of  dynamite. 
We  have  deplored  it.  We  have  con- 
demned it ;  but  what  we  do  say  is  this — 
that  you  cannot  in  honesty  refuse  to  re- 
gard the  motives  which  influenced  these 
men.  We  have  heard  a  good  deal  of  the 
necessity  for  continuing  the  punishment 
of  these  men  in  order  to  prevent  a  re- 
currence of  these  offences.  Is  there 
any  single  Member  in  this  House  who 
believes  in  his  heart  that  by  keeping 
those  men  in  gaol  one  single  day  longer 
you  will  do  anything  towards  the  pre- 
vention   of    the    recurrence   of    these 
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crimes  ?    There  is  no  danger  of  their 
revival.     I  say  no  danger ;  out  if  there 
were  any  danger,  it  would  be  caused  by 
such  things  as  the  harsh  treatment  of 
these  men  in  Portland  Gaol,  and  the 
feeling  started  by   such  treatment  as 
that.     Cannot  you  look,  even  for  onoe, 
when  it  does  affect  Ireland ;  cannot  you 
look  at  the  other  side  of  the  punish- 
ment. Cannot  you  look  at  the  reclama- 
tion   of    the    criminal?    Cannot    yon 
acknowledge  that  these  men  were  not 
guilty  of  a  selfish  crime  ;  that  they  had 
nothing  to  gain  for  themselves  by  these 
acts,  bad  as  they  were — terrible  as  they 
were.     They  had  nothing  to  gain  for 
themselves.     Their    only    motive  was 
not  a  selfish  motive,  for  all  they  sought 
to  accomplish  was  to  direct  attention 
to  the  grievances  of  their  country.    It 
may  be  useless  to  appeal  for  them. 
The  Gentlemen  opposite  do  not  admit 
that  we  have  grievances  of  which  w 
have  a  right  to  complain,  but  of  which 
we  intend  to  complain,  until  they  are 
remedied ;   but  Members  sitting  upon 
this  side  of  the  House  do  acknowledge 
that  we  have  a  right  to  complain ;  they 
do  acknowledge  that  we  have  grief- 
ances  which  must  still  be  remedied; 
still  more  do  they  acknowledge  that 
some  years  ago  these  grievances  were 
of  a  trying  character.     If  you  acknow- 
ledge that,   surely  you  must  aoknow* 
ledge  also  your  responsibility  for  those 
grievances,  for  it  is  only  lately,  only 
within  the  last  few  years,  that  yon  have 
been  made  to  acknowledge  that  these 
grievances  existed.  There  is  not  a  Mem- 
ber in  the  House  who  can  free  himself 
from  responsibility  in  the  cause  which 
led  these  men  to  commit  these  crimes* 
Cannot   you    let    that    responsibility 
actuate     you     in     the     direction    of 
extending  to  these  men  the  mercy  of 
the  Crown  ?    That  is  all  we  ask.    We 
ask     you     to    say,   not    that    these 
men  have    not    been    guilty     of    the 
crimes  of  the  terrible  character  charged 
against    them,    but    that  the  danger 
of   the    recurrence    of    those    crimes 
is  past ;  that  these  men  have  suffered 
sufficiently  for  their   offences    against 
society  ;    that     they     have    suffered 
terribly  ;    that     their    motives    were 
not    selfish ;     and    that    their    oases 
deserve  re-consideration.   Their  motives 
were  such  as  to  prove  that  somewhere 
in    their    hearts    there    is    good.     I 
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appeal  to  this  House,  I  appeal 
especially  to  hon.  Members  upon  these 
Benches,  to  direct  their  attention  not 
to  future  punishment,  but  by  an  act  of 
mercy  to  try  to  increase  the  good  that 
is  in  these  men  ;  to  give  these  men 
some  chance,  yes,  some  chance  of 
making  some  reparation  to  their 
fellow-countrymen,  some  reparation 
for  evils  which,  in  a  mistaken  moment, 
by  a  mistaken  judgment,  they  were  led 
to  commit. 

•(6.10.)  Mb.  HENRY  JOHN  ROBY 
(Eccles) :  I  have  listened  attentively  to 
the  speeches  that  have  been  made  upon 
this  question,  but  I  cannot  pretend  to 
have  any  acquaintance,  more  than  the 
merest  recollection  of  the  matter, 
except  what  I  have  heard  in  the  course 
of  the  Debate.  I  do  not  for  one 
moment  desirato  separate  myself  from 
the  remarks  which  have  been  made  by 
many  speakers  as  to  the  perfect  fairness 
of  the  trial  which  took  place,  and  the 
perfectly  conscientious  action  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite.  The 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  far 
Deny  has  very  fully  expressed  the 
circumstances  under  which  the  trial 
took  place,  and  I  accept  his  statement 
of  the  circumstances  as  one  of  the 
grounds  on  which  I  am  inclined  to 
ntfefor  this  Motion.  The  admirable 
speech  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Derby  has,  I  think,  pleased 
•II  parts  of  the  House  ;  but  there  was 
one  portion  of  his  speech  which  I  feel  I 
most  separate  myself  from.  He 
pointedly  put  the  question  towards  the 
end  of  his  speech — What  is  there  in  the 
offences  that  these  men  have  committed 
that  separates  them  from  the  ordinary 
dass  of  prisoners  who  have  been  sen- 
tenced to  long  periods  of  imprisonment? 
1e  answer  is  in  the  words  of  the 
Amendment ;  it  is  an  answer  in  very 
plain  language,  that  it  differed  upon  the 
ground  of  the  political  character  of  the 
offence  of  those — 

who  have  been  for  yean  undergoing  punish- 
■•at  for  offences'arising  out  of  insurrectionary 
movements  connected  with  Ireland." 

I  cannot  agree  with  the  hon.  Member 
for  Deptford  and  others  who  consider 
that  treason-felony  or  treason,  in  any 
form,  the  highest  offence  in  morals. 
In  law  no  doubt  it  is.  Law  and  morals 
have  different  rules  and  principles.  In 
law  you  have  to  regard  the  facility  with 


which  the  offence  may  be  committed, 
the  great  danger  which  may  arise  from 
it,  the  terror  which  it  may  inspire ;  but 
the  motives  of  the  persons  actuated  may 
be  entirely  different.     The  motive,  in  a 
question  of  morals,  bears  almost  the 
whole  weight  of  the    burden,   and   I 
think  the  motive  of  persons  engaged  in 
insurrection    should    be     weighed     in 
different  scales  from  the  motives  for 
common  offences  of  persons  who  commit 
private  crimes.     I  do  not  think  that 
you  ought   to    confine    for    the   same 
period  those  persons  who    have  been 
guilty  of  acts  of  brutality,  and  those 
persons  who,   through  enthusiasm  ,or 
political     folly,    or     sometimes     from 
very    high    motives    of    self-devotion, 
have     committed    crimes    and    have 
brought  themselves  under  the  laws  of 
their  country.     The  political  character 
of  the  offence  does   legitimately  and 
rightly     diminish    the     horror      and 
the  severe  judgment  we  should  pass 
upon  such  crimes.     I  believe  there  has 
been  some  little  miscarriage  of  justice 
in  the  case  of  Egan,  and  I  cannot  free 
myself  from  some  suspicion  in  regard 
to  the  case  of  Daly.    I  cannot  believe, 
at  least   without   knowledge  of    such 
other  facts  as  may  have  been  before 
the    Home    Secretary,  that  the  head 
of  the  police    in  Birmingham   would 
have     made     such     a     definite     and 
^distinct  statement  if  there  was  really 
nothing  in  it.     I  do  not,  however,  put 
my  vote  upon  these  grounds.     I  say 
first,  in  the  case  of  political  prisoners, 
such    as    Smith   O'Brien,  and  others, 
the  clemency  of  the  Crown  has  been 
exercised,  and  I  think  there  are  now 
grounds  for   that  clemency  being  ex- 
tended to  some  of  the  prisoners  now 
referred  to.     I  do  not  mean  by  voting 
for  the  Amendment  that  I   definitely 
ask   for  the  speedy  release  of  all  of 
them ;     what     I     ask     is    that    the 
Home    Secretary    shall    consider    the 
cases  of    all    those  prisoners,    having 
regard  to  the  fact  that  tho  movement 
was    an     insurrectionary    movement, 
and  that  they  have  now  endured  a  very 
long  and  severe  sentence — nine  years' 
penal  servitude — which  I  think  may  be 
regarded,  under  present  circumstances, 
as  sufficient.     I  do  not  want  to  imply 
that  the  Home  Secretary  has  not  given 
full  consideration,  as  he  thought  at  the 
time,  to  these  cases.    But  time  is  in 
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some  degree,  in  the  case  of  penal  servi- 
tude, the  very  essence  of  the  question. 
It  is  now  half  a  year  since  we  refused, 
last  August,  to  accept  this  Motion.  Half  a 
year  is  nothing  ;  and  if  by  an  act  of 
mercy  he  can,  without  destroying 
respect  for  justice,  do  anything  which 
will  help  to  relieve  misery  in  some  de- 
gree and  to  soothe  national  difficulties, 
I  appeal  to  him  to  do  so. 

(6.18.)  Mr.  JOHN  DILLON  (East 
Mayo) :  In  dealing  with  the  question 
before  the  House  I  shall  confine  my- 
self to  two  points  only.  But,  first  of  all, 
I  wish  to  say  a  few  words  of  a  personal 
character  in  reference  to  the  prisoner 
Daly,  with  whom  I  was  at  one 
time  very  intimately  acquainted.  It 
is  many  years  ago  since  I  knew 
John  Daly.  I  say  at  once,  and  I 
am  not  ashamed  to  admit  it,  that  in 
those  days  I  was  very  intimately 
associated  with  the  Fenian  movement, 
and  amongst  others  with  whom  I  came 
in  contact  was  Mr.  John  Daly.  I 
travelled  for  weeks  in  his  company.  I 
was  associated  very  closely  with  him 
in  some  political  campaigns,  and  I  am 
bound  to  say  that  I  formed  a  very  high 
opinion  of  John  Daly.  He  was  a  man 
who,  I  believe,  was  an  artizan,  but  he 
was  an  extremely  exceptional  and  in- 
telligent artizan,  and  at  the  time  that 
I  knew  him  he  was  certainly  a  most 
effective  and  powerful  political  advocate 
in  the  cause  in  which  we  were  working. 
During  these  times  we  had  talked  over 
Irish  matters ;  we  differed  in  those  days 
as  I  suppose  he  has  differed  from  me 
in  the  years  that  have  elapsed  since 
then.  He  was  then  of  the  opinion 
that  there  was  no  hope  for  Irish  liberty 
except  in  a  recourse  to  arms.  I  did  not 
share  his  views,  and,  of  course,  I  always 
tried  to  impress  upon  my  countryman 
that  there  was  other  hope  than  in 
an  appeal  to  arms ;  but  in  those 
confidential  conversations,  and  there 
was  not  at  that  time  any  con- 
ceivable reason  for  his  concealing  his 
thoughts  from  me,  he  repudiated  all 
form  of  crime  except  resistance  in  open 
arms.  I  bear  that  testimony  to  the 
political  character  of  John  Daly.  At 
the  time  that  I  was  associated  with  him 
his  political  opinions  were  thoroughly 
well  formed,  and  I  think,  as  I  am  just 
reminded,  that  he  was  then  engaged  in 
agitating,  20  years  ago,  for  the  amnesty 
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of  the  political  prisoners.     They  have 
long  since  been  released  from  gaol,  and 
many  of   them  have  been  engaged  in 
exercising  their  influence  to  strengthen 
the  hands    of    Mr.   Parnell,   the  late 
hon.  Member  for  Cork,  in  substituting 
constitutional  movements  for  the  move- 
ments for  connection  with  which  they 
were  convicted.     I  have  listened  to  the 
Debate;   and  from  my   knowledge  of 
those  days,  I  should  be  astonished,  and 
very  much  pained,   if  the  conviction 
were  brought  home  to  my  mind,  that 
John  Daly  had  so  changed  his  political 
principles  as  to  join  in   such  a  con- 
spiracy. The  only  thing  I  wish  to  say  in 
reference  to  the  observations  that  have 
fallen  from  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Derby,  is  that  I  do  not 
see  how  it  is  expected — and  I  suppose 
that  will  be  the  object  of  Irish  Members 
who  join  in  this  Debate — that  we  ein 
increase  the  prospects  of  opening  the 
prison  doors  of  these  men,  as  we  ill 
desire  to  do,  by  quarrelling  with  the 
Government.     There  were  some  obeer- 
vations  in  his  speech  to  which  I  mat 
take  exception  from  my  own  knowledge 
of  the  Fenian  Organisation.    The  right 
hon.    Gentleman   has,   I   think,  some 
prejudice    against    them.      The    hi* 
tory    of    that  movement  was  brought 
to     the     knowledge     of     the     right 
hon.  Gentleman  by  other  channels  than 
those  which    we  possess ;   but   I  em 
perfectly  sure,  had  it  been  brought  to 
his  knowledge  by  channels  other  thin 
those  he  has  been  obliged  to  use,  be 
would  be  the  first  man  to  see  no  injus- 
tice in  the  movement.     The  fact  tint 
John   Daly    and    the    other  prisoners 
whose  cases  are  now  being  considered, 
were  supposed  to  have  been  connected 
with  the  old  Fenian  Organisation,  and 
largely  engaged  in  treasonable  practioes 
in  the  past,  raised  in  his  mind  a  pie- 
sumption  that  they  were  likely  to  be 
connected  with  those  dynamite   out- 
rages. 

Sib  WILLIAM  HARCOURT :  No; 
I  argued  that  the  crime  was  a  grave 
one,  but  that  I  did  not  think,  because  it 
was  a  political  offence,  that  it  was  a 
mitigating  fact;  but  at  the  same  time  1 
carefully  abstained  from  saying  thai  it 
was  an  aggravation. 

Mb.  DILLON :  I  can  understand  now 
what  his  point  was ;  but  considering  the 
state    of    excitement    in    which    the 
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English  public  mind  was  at  the  time, 
it  is  perfectly  conceivable  how,   if   it 
was  proved  to  be  a  fact  that  John  Daly 
was  a  member  of  the  Fenian  Organi- 
sation, it  should  be  supposed  that  he 
was     also     engaged     in     treasonable 
practices,  and  that   that    would  pre- 
judice the  minds  of  the  jury  against 
them.     The  newspapers  were  then  full 
of  dynamite  outrages,   and  the    jury 
would  be  more  inclined  to  convict  of 
dynamite  outrage  if  it  had  been  proved 
that  the  prisoner  had  been  connected  with 
th Fenian  Organisation.    To  any  person 
who    knew    Ireland    the    fact    would 
have  been    apparent    that   if  he  had 
been    an    old    Fenian    he    could    not 
have    been     a     dynamiter ;    for     not 
one  or  two,  but  the  whole  body,  with- 
out a  single  exception,  set  their  face, 
from  the  beginning,  against  outrage  and 
crime.     So  much  was  that  the  case  that 
in  Dublin  it  was  reported  by  the  police 
that  as  the  Fenian  Organisation  spread, 
agrarian  outrage  decreased,  and  that 
that  was  one  reason  why  they  knew 
that  the  Organisation  was  extending. 
I  bring  that    forward    to    show  how 
people  might  have  been  influenced  on 
the  trial  in  connection  with  the  Fenian 
Organisation,  whereas  the  real  question 
upon  which  they  were  tried  was  whether 
they  were  connected  with  the  dynamite 
outrages.     I  take  it  that  every  Member 
of  this  House  agrees  that  punishment 
should  be  preventative  and  not  vindica- 
tive.   If  it  can  be  proved  that  the  re- 
lease of  these  men  would  be  no  encour- 
agement to  crime  of  the  same  character, 
but  that  it  would  have  an   opposite 
effect — that  it  would  have  a  soothing 
effect — upon  the  minds  of  people  all  over 
the  world,  and  that  it  would  have  no 
tendency  to  reproduce  those  crimes,  I 
think  there  is  not  a  single  Member  in  the 
House  who  would  oppose  the  Motion. 
What  has  been  the  universal  experience 
of  those  amnesties — the  experience  not 
of  Ireland,  but  of  all  the  world  over  ? 
The  experience  in  all  countries,   the 
experience  of  all  mankind,  has  been 
that,  after    a    movement    which   the 
State  is   bound  to  put  down  for  its 
own  protection,  has  been  put  down,  and 
effectually  crushed,  the  best  means  to 
defend  the  State  against  similar  move- 
ments in  the  future  is  to  exhibit  a 
generous  clemency  to  the  men  found 
guilty.    And  I  venture  to  say  that  the 


past  experience  of  Ireland  fully  bears 
this  out.     This  process  in  which  we 
are  now  engaged,   of  moving  for  the 
release     of    political    prisoners,    is    a 
chronic  process,  unhappily,   so  far  as 
Ireland  is  concerned ;  and  I  venture  to 
say  this  here,  that  I  think  that  those 
who   have    been    responsible    for  the 
Government  in  Ireland  in  the  past,  and 
agreed  to  amnesty,  will  admit  that  the 
result   of  amnesty   for   Irish    political 
prisoners  has  always  been  satisfactory. 
Of  course,  I  feel  bound  to  admit  that  it 
is  the  right,  even  the  duty,  of  the  State, 
although  sometimes  it   may  be   very 
mistaken — it  is  the  right  and  the  duty 
of  the   Ministers  of  this    country  to 
punish  offences  of  the  nature  of  treason 
and  treason  felony,  and  still  more  if 
they  are  clearly  proved  offences  of  the 
character  which  are  charged  against 
these  men.     I  say  that  in  no  country 
in  the  world  has  it  been  more  clearly 
or  fully  proved  that  the  proper  way  to 
put  an  end  to  these  offences,  and  the 
only  way  to  put  an  end  to  these  offences, 
is  not  by   savage   and   cruel  punish- 
ments, but  by  controlling  and  cutting 
away    the     roots     from     which    they 
spring.       And     if     to-day     we     find 
that  the  crop,  the  unhappily  perennial 
crop,  of  political  prisoners  in  Ireland  is 
beginning  to  fall  off — and  for  a  con- 
siderable time,  thank  goodness,  we  have 
had  no  trials  for  treason,  or  treason 
felony,  and  severe  sentences  of  penal 
servitude  passed    in   connection    with 
Irish  politics — the  cause  of  that  is  not  to 
be  sought  in  passionate  convictions  and 
severe    sentences    passed    on  political 
prisoners  in  times  of  panic ;  it  is  to  be 
sought  in  the  fact  that  a  new  hope  has 
sprung  up  in  the  minds  of  the  Irish 
people ;    that    we    have  been  able    to 
remove  these  views  from  the  minds  and 
hearts  of  our  people,  and  induced  them 
to  look  to  this  House  and  to  constitu- 
tional methods  for  redress.      And  for 
my  part  I  felt  to-day  that  I  should  not 
remain    silent    without    making    this 
appeal  to  hon.  Members  on  all  sides  of 
the  House  to  do  this  crowning  act  of 
clemency  ;  and  if  you  grant  it  I  believe 
that  the  effect  of  it  all  through  the  ages 
to  come  will  be  to  decrease  revolutions 
in  Ireland    and  those  political  trials 
which  in  the  past  have  been  a  disgrace 
to  this  country.     And,  Mr.  Speaker,  I 
do    sincerely    believe,   if  the    request 
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embodied  in  the  Amendment  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Waterford  be  granted 
and  conceded,  that  not  a  single  Member 
of  this  House  will  ever  have  the 
slightest  reason  to  regret  it. 
*(6.35.)  Mr.  HENEY  JOSEPH  WIL- 
SON  (York,  W.B.,HoImfirth):  Idonot 
intend  to  trouble  the  House  for  any 
length  of  time  with  a  review  of  the 
arguments  which  have  been  brought 
forward  on  one  side  or  the  other.  ■  But 
under  the  circumstances  I  do  not  wish 
to  give  a  silent  vote  on  this  motion,  and 
I  desire  to  tell  the  House  in  one  single 
sentence  why  I  intend  to  vote  for  the 
Amendment  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Waterford.  I  attended  the  trial  in 
Ireland  of  certain  men  put  upon  trial 
for  their  lives,  and  I  heard 
much  that  was  interesting  and 
shocking  to  me  as  to  how  such  pro- 
ceedings were  conducted.  I  shall  never 
forget  one  sentence  which  was  uttered 
by  the  distinguished  Counsel  represent- 
ing the  prisoners,  The  Mac  Dermott, 
who,  in  speaking  of  the  grievances  of 
which  they  had  to  complain,  said — 

"  You  first  drive  men  mad  by  your  methods 
ot  misgovern  in  out,  and  then  you  seek  to  hung 
them  for  being  mad." 

Now,  it  is  because  I  believe  that  the 
methods  of  misgovern ment  by  which 
Ireland  has  been  oppressed  for  many  a 
year  has  driven  many  Irishmen  at  least 
temporarily  mad — because  I  think  that 
these  men  in  these  coses  under  con- 
sideration have  been  sufficiently 
punished  for  this  temporary  madness — 
that  I  have  nothad,  during  this  Debate, 
the  slightest  hesitation  in  making  up 
my  mind  to  vote  for  the  Amendment. 
(6.37J  D*-  JOSEPH  E.  KENNY 
(Cork  Co.,  S.)  :  I  am  glad  the  hon 
Member  for  East  Mayo  has  interposed 
in  this  Debate,  because  he  has  been 
able  to  give,  for  the  first  time,  a  de- 
scription of  the  character  of  Mr.  Daly, 
and  that  the  House  might  be  able  to 
judge  whether  he  was  a  likely  subject, 
from  his  personal  experience  of  him,  to 
develop  into  a  dynamitard.  I  think 
the  House — any  fair  judging  man — who 
has  heard  the  description  of  him,  will 
oome  to  the  conclusion  that  he  was  not 
of  the  stuff  of  which  dynamitards  are 
made.  The  hon.  Member  for  East 
Mayo  has  applied  to  me  to  appeal  to 
Gentlemen  who  sit  on  these  Benches 
Mr.  Dillon 


around  me  not  to  say  anything  irri- 
tating to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Derby.  Well,  Sir,  I 
disclaim  at  once  any  desire  of  saying 
anything  irritating  to  the  right  nan. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Derby. 
But  there  are  some  passages  in  the  right 
hon.  Member  for  Derby's  speech  to  whwh 
I  must  take  exception.  In  listening  to 
that  speech,  the  impression  produnsd 
on  one's  mind  would  be  that  there  wm 
nothing,  at  all  events  in  its  mode,  ts 
which  objection  could  be  taken ;  but  I  ! 
think  a  little  reflection  will  show  that 
the  purpose  underneath  it  was  not 
by  any  means  so  mild;  and  I 
take  it  from  this  fact,  became 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  on  a 
question  like  this,  which  is  a  question 
for  taking  a  high  and  generous  view  of 
matters  now  passed  into  oblivion,  and 
for  endeavouring  to  put  an  end  finally 
and  for  ever  to  a  most  disgraceful 
episode  to  this  country— that  in  a  debate 
of  this  kind  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
should  have  let  fall  from  him  con- 
sciously or  otherwise  observation* 
which,  I  am  bound  to  say,  are  more  or 
less  graven  on  the  episodes  to  whieo 
they  refer.  I  have  also  exception  to 
take  to  his  definition  of  what  Fenian- 
ism  was  or  was  meant  to  be,  and  I 
entirely  object  to  his  forming  a  now 
dictionary  of  what  is  meant  by  outragB. 
He  has  attempted  in  his  speech  to 
make  out  that  it  is  an  act  of  outrage 
to  do  acts  of  violence  whenever  the* 
acts  may  be  done  in  forwarding  a 
revolutionary  movement.  I  take  excep- 
tion to  it,  and  I  think  he  had  no  right 
to  introduce  it,  and  I  take  exception 
to  his  attempt  to  fasten  on  my  dead 
leader,  whom  I  shall  always  hold  in 
honour,  and  whose  death  he  and  his 
friends  contributed  to  bring  about,  that 
he  should  attribute  to  him  a  sentiment 
which  was  expressed  in  words  of  hu 
own.  He  spoke  of  Fenian  Home  Bolo 
and  he  spoke  of  it  in  his  speech  aa 
Mr.  Parnell 's  Home  Rule,  thereby  in- 
tending to  convey  that  the  Home  Buk 
Mr.  Parnell  had  in  his  mind  waa 
Fenianism,  while  he  knew  as  well  at 
any  man  living  that  Mr.  Parnell  of  all 
men  was  the  least  likely  to  adopt 
Fenianism  as  a  shibboleth  or  cry,  ana 
that  he  above  all  men  had  weaned  tha 
minds  of  the  Irish  people  from  the 
paths  of  Fenianism,  and  shown  them 
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hem  that  there  was  an  alternative  by 
rhich  they  could  gain  all  they  hoped 
m%  and  for  which  they  were  prepared 
o  suffer  and  die.     He  says  it  was  not 
fenianism   convinced    him    of   Home 
tale,  but  I  wrote  to  put  this  query  to 
iim — was  it  not  Fenianism  that  had 
nade  possible  the  acceptance   of   the 
Jternative  Mr.  Parnell  had  pointed  out? 
Did  not  he  take  his  choic,  and  did  not 
bis  colleagues  take  their  choice,   and 
would  not  this  country  alternately  take 
its  choice  between  Home  Rule,  provided 
it  was  fu  1  and  complete,  and  the  other 
ilternative  of  a  constant  recrudescence 
of  Fenianism    and   such   movements. 
From  beginning  to  end  of  the  argu- 
ments, I  am  bound  to  say  that  with  the 
form  of  the  Home  Secretary's  observa- 
tions I  have  no  fault  to  find ;  but  I 
think  he  bitterly  disappointed  me  that, 
in  the  eleventh  hour  of  the  existence  of 
the  Government,  he  could  not  take  heart 
of  grace  and,  for  once  at  all  events, 
Ktze  the  opportunity  offered  him  for 
doing    a    gracious     act.     Instead    of 
that,    he  has    endeavoured    to    prove 
that   the  offence   out    of    which    the 
nbject    of    our    present    Debate    has 
grown  was  of  a  non -political  character, 
ud   that    the    perpetrators    of   these 
outrages    were    not     to     be    distin- 
nished  from  ordinary  criminals.     My 
hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Derry  City 
pointed  out  in  very  forcible  language 
the  gross  abuse  that  was  made  of  the 
Treason  Felony  Act  in  connection  with 
these   prosecutions.     The  right    hon, 
Gentleman  found    himself   under  the 
aeoessity  of  undertaking  to  prove  that 
then  was  no  political  element  in  this 
matter.     Will  he  deny  that  misgovern- 
ment  is  fons  et  origo  of  the    whole 
matter  ?   Will  he  assert  that  in  Ireland 
there  ever  would  have  been  dynamite 
outrage,  or  anything  approaching  it,  if 
the  government  of  the  country  were 
what  it  ought  to  be ;  and  will  he  deny — 
I  know  he   cannot — that    misgovern- 
ment,  as  he  himself  in  former  days  fully 
acknowledged,  was  at  the  bottom  of 
Irish   Fenianism    and    similar   move- 
ments?   He  cannot  divest  himself  of 
some  of  the  responsibility  of  having 
created  to  some  extent  the   political 
crimes  with  which  we  are  now  con- 
cerned.   The  Member  for  Deptf ord  said 
these  men  could  have  been  tried  for 
treason,  ae  they  ought  to  have  been, 


which  he  held  to  be  the  greatest  of 
crimes.  If  they  had  been,  we  never 
would  have  had  this  Debate,  for  then 
they  would  have  been  executed.  The 
moment  he  said  these  men  ought  to 
have  been  tried  for  high  treason 
he  gave  away,  though  he  did 
not  intend  it,  his  Leader,  whom 
he  was  imitating  in  his  speech. 
If  they  had  been  tried  for  treason, 
would  anyone  say  that  that  was  not  a 
political  offence  ?  For  the  Treason 
Felony  Act  was  brought  in  to  pro- 
duce on  men's  minds  this  very  im- 
pression: that  the  political  movement 
for  the  amelioration  of  the  condition  of 
the  country  was  in  itself  a  criminal 
movement ;  that  is  to  say,  in  itself 
morally  culpable,  as  well  as  culpable,  in 
the  eye  of  the  law.  And  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  day  knew  well  the  difficulty 
of  getting  capital  convictions  on 
charges  of  high  treason,  as  the  public 
opinion  of  all  Europe  was  in  favour  of 
altering  intolerable  political  conditions 
by  a  revolutionary  movement.  The 
Treason  Felony  Act  was  introduced  for 
the  purpose  of  getting  rid  of  having 
political  traitors,  as  they  were  called, 
tried  and  executed.  I  wish  to  say  one 
word  with  regard  to  Daly.  Un- 
doubtedly, anyone  who  has  read  the 
Report,  which  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man considered  at  least  a  perfectly 
satisfactory  Report — satisfactory  and 
convincing  to  his  mind,  that  these 
prisoners  suffered  no  ill-treatment — 
cannot  read  that  Report  without 
coming  to  the  conclusion,  if  they  are 
fair-minded  men,  that,  without  breaking 
a  single  rule  of  prison  government,  these 
men  have  been  subjected  to  a  series  of 
petty  annoyances  at  the  hands  of  petty 
officials,  which  constituted  a  persecu- 
tion in  itself.  There  is  evidence  in 
the  whole  Report  of  that,  but  I  will 
take  one  item  which  I  think  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  in  fairness, 
ought  to  take  into  consideration.  It 
is  admitted^  and  no  attempt  has 
been  made  to  deny  it,  that  Daly  was 
poisoned  three  times.  I  am  not  going 
to  insinuate  that  that  poisoning  had 
any  more  culpability  in  it  than  care- 
lessness. Knowing  something  of  the 
subject,  I  laugh  to  scorn  all  the  excuses 
given  that  that  preparation  which 
poisoned  Daly  had  got  undue  strength. 
Anyone    who  knows  anything    about 
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Government  contracts  would  laugh  at 
the  idea  of  a  drug  being  of  undue 
strength,  whatever  it  might  be  to  be 
under  strength.  But  if  we  take  it  in 
this  way  :  Supposing  Daly's  sentence 
had  expired,  and  the  poisoning  had 
occurred  on  the  day  of  his  discharge, 
he  would  have  resumed  his  civil  rights 
on  that  day.  Would  it  not  have  been 
perfectly  open  to  him  to  bring  an  action 
for  damages  for  what  he  had  suffered 
through  this  culpable  negligence  ?  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  knows  it  would  ; 
and  I  cannot  but  think  that,  in  fairness 
to  a  man  who  has  suffered  so  grievously 
as  Daly,  through  this  accidental 
poisoning,  he  ought  to  be  moved  through 
that  element  alone,  in  the  consideration 
of  Daly's  case,  to  allow  a  large  and 
immediate  remission  of  his  sentence. 
I  hope  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  may 
yet  take  that  into  consideration.  He 
made,  in  my  opinion,  an  exceedingly 
unfair  allusion  in  a  Debate  of  this  kind 
to  the  letters  addressed  by  Daly  to 
Breslin.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Derby,  in  speaking, 
further  added  that  Daly  never  developed 
his  theory  at  any  period  of  the  trial,  as  he 
could  have  done,  that  the  bombs  were 
planted  on  him  by  an  agent  of  the  police. 
Now,  I  find  that  at  the  very  trial  there  is 
evidence  that  Daly  had  not  invented  the 
story.  Daly  commented  in  his  speech 
on  the  fact  that  Mr.  Farndale  was  not 
produced,  clearly  showing  that  he  had 
in  his  mind  that  if  Mr.  Farndale  were 
produced  he  would  be  able  to  put  him 
such  a  series  of  questions  as  would  trace 
the  methods  in  which  the  bombs  came 
into  his  possession.  I  was  sorry  to  hear 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Derby  insinuating  that  this  was  an 
afterthought  on  the  part  of  Daly.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  says  he  was  per- 
fectly satisfied  as  to  the  genuineness  of 
the  letter  Daly  addressed  to  Breslin. 
I  ask  him  was  he  not  perfectly 
satisfied  of  the  genuineness  of 
Bichard  Pigott's  famous  letter?  The 
Times,  his  ally,  was  perfectly  satis- 
fied. I  venture  to  say  that  if  this 
Motion  were  granted,  and  an  open  in- 
quiry were  held,  another  friend  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  might  be  found 
as  being  the  inventor,  the  writer,  and 
the  sender  of  the  letter.  I  allude  to  his 
friend  Mr.  MacDermott,  who  has  been 
of    such   inestimable    service    to    his 

Dr.  Joseph  E.  Kenny 


Government.  Daly  most  vehemently 
denies  that  he  ever  addressed  a  letter 
to  Breslin,  and  that  he  received  any 
reply  whatever  from  Breslin ;  and  he 
asserts  from  the  beginning  that  the 
bombs  were  planted  on  him  by  a  man 
whom  he  thought  at  one  time  was  his 
friend,  but  who,  it  was  shown 
from  subsequent  events,  was  a  traitor 
to  him  and  a  paid  agent  of  the  Irish 
Police .  There  was  another  man  indicted 
and  convicted  on  the  same  indict- 
ment as  Daly  and  Egan — I  refer  to  the 
man  MacDonnell.  He  was  convicted  of 
treason-felony,  and  not  convicted  of 
connection  with  crime  or  outrage. 
Why  was  not  MacDonnell,  who  was 
set  at  liberty,  not  put  in  prison  ?  No ; 
the  political  element  was  introduoed 
into  the  case  to  rouse  the  passions  of 
the  jury  and  get  a  conviction ;  and  get- 
ting a  conviction  on  the  political  ele- 
ment the  punishment  was  meted  out 
on  the  dynamite.  I  appeal  to  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  now  to  say  whether 
he  will  not  take  into  considera- 
tion these  facts  and  release  these 
men  from  their  confinement,  which 
has  been  of  so  cruel  a  character, 
he  releases  those  men  who  were 
actuated  by  no  sordid,  but  by  high  and 
lofty,  motives,  he  will  do  an  act 
calculated  better  far  to  do  credit  to 
his  Government  and  to  bring  about  the 
pacification  of  Ireland,  and  to  establish 
the  English  name  in  the  eyes  of  the 
world,  than  if  he  were  to  introduce  a 
thousand  Local  Government  Bills. 

(7.3.)  Mr.  B.  NEVILLE  (Liverpool, 
Exchange  Division) :  Sir,  I  regret  I 
find  it  impossible  to  go  the  length 
which  the  Amendment  invites  me.  H 
the  Amendment  had  merely  proposed 
an  investigation  into  the  cases  of  the 
men  who  were  found  guilty,  I  should 
have  been  quite  ready,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances, to  support  it,  though,  as  a 
general  rule,  I  deprecate  the  re-opening 
of  criminal  trials  in  the  House  oi 
Commons.  If  the  majority  of  the  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  Irish  people  desired  an 
investigation,  I  should  not,  in  ordinary 
circumstances,  feel  disposed  to  vote 
against  it.  But  the  Amendment  goes 
much  further  than  that,  and  to  vote  for 
the  Amendment  one  must  commit  one- 
self to  this — that  men  rightly  convicted 
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r  dynamite  outrages  should  be  released. 

0  far  as  society  is  concerned,  the 
ime  of  which  these  men  were  convicted 
ras  the  most  serious  that  could  be 
ammitted,  and  the  question  of  their 
lotives  cannot  in  my  view  mitigate  its 
ravity.  It  must  be  obvious  that  if 
ociety  is  to  maintain  its  security,  it  is 
mpossible  to  allow  men  to  manufacture 
lynamite  bombs  without  visiting  their 
rffenoe  with  the  utmost  severity  of  the 
aw.  There  is,  so  far  as  the  result  is 
wocerned,  no  difference  between  the 
men  who  are  misguided  and  who  act 
from  patriotic  motives  and  the  men 
who  are  actuated  by  selfish  brutality. 
Boeiety  cannot  take  that  into  account. 
Its  first  duty  is  to  preserve  the 
lives  and  limbs  of  its  citizens, 
ukl  nothing  short  of  the  severest 
penalty  of  the  law  would  be 
idequate  punishment  for  these  dyna- 
miters if  they  were  guilty.  Sir,  the 
Amendment  seems  to  me  to  come  at  an 
inopportune  time.  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man who  has  just  sat  down  put  my  diffi- 
culty very  well  when  he  said  that  it  was 

1  question  between  Home  Rule  and  a 
recrudescence  of  those  outrages. 

Dr.  KENNY  :  I  said  nothing  of  the 
kind.  What  I  said  was  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Derby 
aid  that  the  choice  of  his  Party  lay 
between  the  continuance  of  Fenianism 
ttd  the  granting  of  Home  Eule,  which 
would  for  ever  put  an  end  to  the 
necessity  for  Fenianism  to  exist  at  all. 

Mb.  NEVILLE :  I  daresay  I  took 
the  words  down  wrongly.  What  I 
understood  the  hon.  Gentleman  to  say 
vis  that  so  long  as  the  existing  con- 
ditions between  this  country  and 
Inland  subsisted  you  will  have  a  re- 
crudescence of  these  outrages.  But 
supposing  that  by  either  Political  Party 
I  sufficient  measure  of  self-government 
i*  accorded  to  Ireland — a  measure  they 
tte  disposed  to  accept — I  think  it 
would  be  expedient,  if  not  necessary, 
that  it  should  be  accompanied  by  a 
Ml  amnesty  to  all  who  are  suffering 
or  political  or  gium'-political  offences, 
ttd  I  would  give  carte  blanche  to  the 
Government  to  say  who  should  be 
eleaaed.  Under  present  conditions,  I 
b  not  think  it  would  be  a  safe  course 
o  takfi;  bat  if  I  have  the  honour  to  be 
<  Member  of  this  House  when  a 
teams  of  self-government  is  passed 


that  will  be  acceptable  to  the  people  of 
this  country  and  Ireland,  I  shall  be  the 
first  to  wish  to  see  all  political  prisoners 
amnestied. 
*(7.10.)  Mr.  PATEICK  O'BEIEN 
(Monaghan,  N.) :  I  must  say,  as  one  of 
those  who  worked  to  put  in  the  hon. 
Gentleman  for  the  Exchange  Division 
of  Liverpool,  that  he  does  not  in  this 
matter  represent  the  feelings  of  his 
constituents.  The  hon.  Gentleman 
was  returned  by  Irish  votes. 

Mr.  NEVILLE  :  I  should  be  the  first 
to  express  my  obligations  to  the  Irish 
Party  in  the  Exchange  Division ;  but 
I  cannot  admit  what  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man says,  that  my  supporters  were 
exclusively  Irish. 

Mr.  PATEICK  O'BEIEN:  The 
hon.  Member's  supporters  were  mainly 
Irish,  and  it  was  they  who  worked 
hardest  to  return  him  to  Parliament. 
I  myself  worked  hard  for  the  hon. 
Gentleman,  and  I  will  frankly  tell  him 
that  as  the  hon.  Gentleman  has 
declined  to  vote  for  this  Amendment, 
I  shall  again  work  hard  in  the  hon. 
Gentleman's  constituency,  but  this 
time  it  will  be  to  relieve  the  hon. 
Gentleman  of  the  responsibility  of 
misrepresenting  the  Exchange  Division. 
Sir,  all  we  ask  is  the  power  of  control 
of  Irish  affairs  in  our  own  country. 
The  hon.  Member  said  he  would 
release  these  men  when  a  Home  Eule 
Bill  was  passed ;  but  owing  to  the 
tortures  to  which  these  men  are  sub- 
jected, death  will,  I  am  afraid,  have 
relieved  many  of  them  before  that  time 
arrives.  If  the  hon.  Member  could 
not  see  his  way  to  vote  one  way  or 
the  other  on  the  Amendment  now 
before  the  House,  he  might  have  had  the 
good  taste  to  have  said  nothing  at  all.  As 
it  is,  I  promise  him  when  he  goes  down 
to  Liverpool  I  will  be  there  to  meet 
him  as  I  was  there  before.  As  to  the 
prisoners,  if  they  had  been  tried  for 
high  treason  they  would  have  been 
released  before  now.  Our  plea  for 
special  treatment  for  them  arises 
from  this — that  they  are  the  victims 
of  a  Government  plot  carried  out  under 
the  control  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Derby,  and  paid  for 
out  of  the  Secret  Service  Fund.  Jim 
MacDermott  was  brought  over  from 
America  with  British  money,  and  he 
lived  in  this  country  in  the  best  style 
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until  he  got  around  hiin  his  circle  of 
victims.  He  is  now  in  the  service  of 
the  Government,  and,  like  all  the  other 
scoundrels  of  the  last  20  years,  he  was 
in  the  service  of  the  Times.  Sir,  at 
the  very  time  the  police  were  entrap- 
ping others  they  endeavoured  to  plant 
dynamite  on  me.  A  member  of  the 
Royal  Irish  Constabulary  came  to 
my  office  in  Liverpool  and  asked  if 
I  had  got  the  small  box  that  had  been 
sent  to  me.  From  where?  I  asked. 
He  said,  "  You  know ;  from  Newr 
York."  I  asked  how  much  there  was 
to  pay,  and  he  said,  "I  do  not  know  ; 
go  and  see."  I  suspected  it  was  a  plot 
laid,  and  trap  set,  for  me,  and  I  said 
that  if  the  box  was  addressed  to  me  the 
Steamship  Company  would  have  de- 
livered it  and  demanded  payment. 
These  are  the  kind  of  tactics  to  which 
the  officers  of  the  Royal  Irish  Con- 
stabulary are  ready  to  lend  themselves. 
Sir,  the  conviction  in  my  mind,  and  in 
that  of  my  colleagues,  is  that  John 
Daly  was  incapable  of  lending  himself 
to  the  use  of  dynamite.  The  Government 
seem  to  think  that  their  Local  Govern- 
ment Bill  will  pacify  Ireland.  They 
will  find  their  mistake  later  on.  The 
whole  voice  of  the  Irish  Representa- 
tives demands  the  release  of  these  men. 
It  would  be  a  graceful  act,  and  would 
help  to  prevent  the  recurrence  of  bad 
feeling,  if  these  unfortunate  men  were 
restored  to  their  families.  Before 
sitting  down  I  should  like  to  ask  the 
Home  Secretary  what  has  become  of  a 
man  named  McKevitt,  who  was  con- 
victed at  Liverpool,  and  whose  name 
appeared  in  the  previous,  but  not  in 
the  last,  Return,  presented  to  this 
House? 

(7.30.)  Mr.  SEXTON  (West  Bel- 
fast) :  I  regret  the  speech  of  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  for  the  Exchange 
Division,  and  I  do  not  think  it  can 
have  been  well  considered.  He  takes 
up  an  indefensible  position — that  of  an 
Opportunist.  His  question  has  merits 
of  its  own,  and  ought  to  be  considered 
by  itself,  and  without  relation  to  any 
other  question.  The  hon.  Gentleman 
would  postpone  the  granting  of  an 
amnesty  until  the  granting  of  Home 
Rule.  Sir,  the  main  justification  for 
both  is  the  promotion  of  harmony 
between  the  two  peoples.  Why  not 
begin  to  promote  that  harmony  now  ? 

Mr.  Patrick  O'Brien 


Why  delay  it  because  another  measure 
will  be  introduced  a  few  years  hence? 
The  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  says 
this  is  not  the  proper  time.      I  think  it 
is.    These  criminal  acts  were  the  result 
of  the  passions  which  grew  out  of  the 
agrarian  struggle  in  Ireland,  which  was  a 
struggle  for  life.      The  general  features 
of  that  struggle  were  exaction,  eviction, 
terrible  suffering,  terrible  reprisals,  and 
the  emigration    or  banishment    of   a 
great   number  of  people   to    America, 
where,  no  doubt,  the  passion  that  in- 
duced these  acts  was  fed.      Ever  since 
1885  Governments  have  been  engaged 
in  promoting  a  condition  of  things  by 
which  they  hoped  to  put  an  end  to  the 
older  system    that  engendered    these 
acts  of  violence.    The  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman   the   Member  for  the  Ex- 
change Division,    as  a    constitutional 
lawyer,  and  as  a  student  of  constitu- 
tional history,  knows  that  it  is  in  con- 
formity with  the  practice  of  the  whole 
civilised  world  to  apply  the  principles 
of  amnesty  when  the  crimes  which  hare 
grown  out  of  a  fierce  political  struggle 
have    ceased.     Sir,    it    is    only  by  t 
political    accident    that    the    present 
Home   Secretary   is  the  Imperial  ad- 
ministrator in  whose  hands   lies  the 
power  of  exercising  the   clemency  ol 
the    Crown.      He    was      first     sent 
to      this      House     because     of     his 
appeal  to  revolutionary  passion.    He 
was  able  to  retain  the  seat   he  first 
obtained    by    just    those    appeals    to 
revolutionary    feeling     to    which    the 
British  critics  of  Irish  affairs  object; 
and  if  he  had  been  able  to  hold  the 
seat  for  Dungarvan  in  1874,  or  to  win 
it  in  1876  or  1880,  it  is  open  to  me  to 
assume  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
might  have  been  found  on  our  side  to- 
night.    That  he    is   not    on  our  side 
arises  not  from  the  merits  of  the  case, 
but  from  the  chances  of  his  political 
fortunes.     Sir,  I  think  our  appeal  may 
be  addressed  with  particular  force  to 
an  English  Parliament.   Remember  the 
part  you  have  played.     The  writings 
and  the  speeches  of  your  public  men 
have  done  much  to  stimulate  political 
crime.     Your  sympathy  with  political 
struggles  has   been    responsible    in  ft 
great  measure  for  the  propagation  of 
political  crime  in  Europe.     When  the 
acts  are  committed  against  your  own 
Parliament,  the  rights  and  duties  of 
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efence  entitle  you  to  regard  it 
a  different  point  of  view;  but  I 
atitled  to  argue  that  you  should 
der  the  political  passion  that  gave 
o  the  criminal  acts — at  least,  in 
natter  of  the  amount  of  punish- 
.  In  granting  an  amnesty  you 
of  course,  bound  to  consider  the 

of  public  feeling,  and  I  do  not 
re  that  the  state  of  public  feeling 
ngland  is  adverse.  I  know  that 
c  feeling  in  Ireland  is  ardently  in 
ir  of  an  amnesty.  Conventions 
,  with  the  direct  sanction  and  ap- 
il  of  the  Bishops,  been  held  sill 

Ireland,  attended  by  delegates ; 
it  these  great  Conventions  resolu- 
.  have  been  passed,  that  in  view  of 
loubt  of  guilt  in  some  cases,  the 
3  and  excitement  in  all,  and  the 
it  to  which  punishment  has  pro- 
3d,  it  would  be  desirable  and  wise 
ixtend  clemency  to  these  men. 
fuse  to  attach  much  importance 
e  letter  mentioned  in  connection 

the  prisoner  Daly,  and  I  say  that 
vhole  tenor  of  his  life  showed  that 
as  averse  to  crimes  of  this  descrip- 
There  are  many  circumstances 
h  surround  his  case  with  an 
^sphere  of  considerable  doubt, 
right  hon.  Gentleman  has  been 
i  again  and  again  to  say  who  gave 
x>mbs  to  Daly,  and  he  has  never 
rered  the  question,  but  has  rather 
0U8ly  evaded  the  point.  It  is 
3  possible  the  bombs  may  have  got 

Daly's  possession  without  any 
y  intention  on  his  part,  and  the 
srnment  are  bound  to  state  who 
the  man  who  gave  them  to  Daly 
•der  that  we  may  judge  whether  or 
Daly  may  not  have  so  taken  them. 

Police  Superintendent,  Farndale, 
it  to  have  been  examined  at  the 
,  where  it  should  have  been 
ght  out  on  what  grounds  he  came 
ie  conclusion  that  the  Irish  police 
ted  the  bombs  on  Daly;  and  till 
know  on  what  grounds  he  made 

startling  statement,  the  question 
ie  guilt  of  John  Daly  will  continue 
a  surrounded  by  suspicion.  With 
rd  to  Egan,  there  is' nothing  in  his 

which  is  not  compatible  with 
oence.  You  owe  Egan  something 
9  than  justice,  for  you  owe  him 
ement,  and  I  submit  that  public 
ion  will  very  speedily  compel  the 
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release  of  Egan,  and  will  eventually 
lead  to  the  release  of  Daly.  As  to 
other  cases,  I  say  generally  that  these 
trials  were  held  at  a  time  of  helpless 
panic.  The  reason  of  men  was 
weakened  by  a  political  conflict,  and  it 
is  saying  nothing  more  against  Eng- 
lishmen than  might  be  said  against 
others,  that  at  such  a  time  verdicts  of 
conviction  were  delivered  upon  evi- 
dence which  would  at  any  other  time 
have  been  received  with  doubt,  and 
sentences  were  passed  which  would 
have  been  deemed  excessively  severe. 
These  Irish  prisoners  have  suffered  at 
least  as  much  as  ordinary  convicts  in  the 
same  time,  and  the  nine  years  of  their 
imprisonment  have  been  equal  to 
eighteen  years  under  the  ordinary  law, 
and  approaching  that  period  of  twenty 
years  which,  according  to  the  usage  of 
the  English  convict  establishments,  is 
equivalent  to  a  sentence  for  life.  The 
majesty  and  the  power  of  the  law  have 
been  amply  vindicated,  and  the  deter- 
rent effect  is  complete ;  and,  therefore, 
the  point  of  punishment  has  now  been 
reached  where  this  prolongation  may 
defeat  your  purpose.  There  are  two 
options  before  you.  By  accepting  this 
Amendment  the  majesty  of  the  law  will 
be  vindicated,  and  you  could  promote 
the  public  interest  by  granting  the 
the  amnesty  asked  for,  and  at  the  same 
time  conciliating  the  feelings  of  twenty 
millions  of  Irish  people  who  live  under 
the  flag  of  Great  Britain  or  the  flag  of 
other  countries.  But  the  Government 
appear  to  adopt  the  option  of  enforcing 
to  the  full  the  sentence  of  the  law,  and 
keeping  these  fifteen  wretched  men  in 
the  horrors  of  penal  servitude  until 
they  drive  them  into  the  lunatic  asylum 
or  lay  their  bodies  in  the  grave.  •  Such 
a  policy  is  unworthy  of  a  great  nation, 
and  is  open  to  the  imputation  most  re- 
pugnant to  the  natural  feelings  of 
Englishmen — that  of  vindictive  cruelty; 
and  I  say  that  if  an  Irish  Government 
under  similar  circumstances  held  fifteen 
wretched  Englishmen  in  their  power, 
they  would  be  perfectly  ready  to  adopt 
the  course  which  I  now  recommend  to 
you. 
(7.45.)  Mr.  J.  NOLAN  (Louth,  North): 
Last  evening  it  was  said  by  an  hon. 
Member  that  we  on  this  side  of  the 
House  knew  something  about  penal 
servitude.   I  think  that,  in  the  interests 
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of  justice,  it  would  not  be  a  bad  thing 
if  some  of  us  knew  a  little  more  about 
it,  and  I  certainly  believe  that  at  least 
two  of  the  speeches  during  this  Debate 
would  not  have  been  made  if  it  were  a 
rule  of  this  House  that  the  Home 
Secretary,  before  attaining  that  posi- 
tion, should  undergo  say  eight  years  or 
so  of  penal  servitude.  With  regard  to 
the  speeches  of  the  Home  Secretary,  I 
desire  to  direct  attention  to  his  remark- 
able statement  that  if  there  was  any 
reason  to  suppose  that  a  member  of  the 
English  or  Irish  police  had  supplied  the 
bombs  to  Daly,  it  would  be  so  infamous 
an  action  that  Daly  should  not  be 
kept  any  longer  in  prison,  and  that  the 
most  ample  apology  would  be  made, 
while  compensation  would  be  given  to 
him ;  but  I  should  like  to  know  from 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  whether  he 
has  any  doubt  upon  that  point,  when 
the  Chief  Constable  of  one  of  the 
greatest  cities  in  this  country  has 
announced  his  solemn  conviction  that 
those  bombs  had  been  planted  upon 
Daly  by  the  Irish  police.  If  Mr. 
Farndale  was  guilty  of  bringing  this 
charge  improperly  against  the  Irish 
Police,  he  should  not  keep  the  position 
he  at  present  holds ;  and  it  will  be 
easy  to  bring  a  charge  of  conspiracy 
against  the  Irish  police  officers,  and 
on  the  prima  facie  evidence  of  Mr. 
Farndale  to  arrive  at  the  truth.  The 
right  hon.  Member  for  Derby  and  the 
Home  Secretary  say  they  have  made 
inquiries,  but  of  whom?  There  is  a 
slang  term  in  use  to  the  effect  that  if 
you  want  to  know  anything  you  must 
4 'ask  a  policeman/'  and  they  have 
asked  the  police,  against  whom  this 
charge  was  made,  whether  they  were 
guilty  or  not!  Of  course  the  police 
said  they  were  not  guilty ;  and  they  pro- 
fessed to  have  a  letter  written  to  Daly 
which  was  accepted  as  conclusive 
evidence  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
at  the  time  when  Mr.  Richard  Pigott 
was  in  full  bloom.  In  the  interests  of 
justice  I  unite  my  voice  with  the  voices 
of  those  who  have  already  spoken  in 
this  Debate,  and  those  of  the  vast 
millions  of  our  fellow  -  countrymen 
throughout  the  world,  in  asking  that 
the  cases  of  our  imprisoned  country- 
men may  be  reviewed. 

(7.53.)    Mr.  ABBAHAM  (Limerick, 
West) :    I    do    not    intend    to    stand 
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between  the  House  and  the  division  for 
more  than  a  few  moments,  bat  I  wish 
to  say  that  I  had  the  pleasure  of  being 
the  friend  of   Mr.  John  Daly,  and  I 
desire  to  join  with  my  colleagues  in  the 
appeal  they  have  made  for  his  libera- 
tion, and  for  a  reconsideration  of  the 
cases  of  those  prisoners.     It  is  idle  to 
tell  us  that  these  men  are  not  political 
prisoners,  for  it  is  the  conviction  of 
every  section  of  the  people  of  Ireland 
that  they  are,  and  we  shall  continue  to 
bring  that  view  before  this  House  again 
and  again  until  you  are  convinced  not 
only  of  the  justice  of  our  demand,  but 
also  that  in  the  interests  of  peace  yon 
should  liberate  these  men.    I  wish  to 
say  that  in  the  year  1886  John  Daly 
was  afflicted  with  a  grievous  disease, 
and  I  applied  to  the  Home  Secretary 
for  a  special  inquiry  into  his  case.    I 
am    glad  to    bear    testimony   to  the 
courtesy  received  from  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  on  that  occasion.     As  I  sat 
by  the  bedside  of  John  Daly,  and  when 
I  believed  he  would  never  again  stead 
upon  his  feet,  John  Daly,  on  what  I 
looked  upon  as  his  deathbed,  said  that 
he  had  no  sympathy  with  dynamiters, 
and  that  he  was  a  victim  of  the  pate* 
That  statement  convinced  me  of  h» 
innocence,  and  I  feel  that  I  shall  be 
false  to  my  friendship  with  him  if  I  do 
not  state  that  in  the  presence  of  the 
Tory  Party  and  of  our  Liberal  friend* 
above  the  Gangway.    I  believe  in  ft* 
innocence  of  that  man,  and  when  I  eoe 
to  what  a  wreck  John  Daly  has  been 
reduced  by  your  prison  treatment,  I 
feel    that    he    has    been    more   then 
punished  for  the  crime  alleged  again** 
him. 

(7.57.)  Mb.  O'KEEFFE  (Limerick) : 
As  I  am  a  representative  of  Limerick* 
the  city  in  which  John  Daly  was  born» 
in  which  for  years  he  earned  his  bread 
by  the  exercise  of  an  honourable  trade* 
in  which  his  character  was  well-known, 
and  in  which  his  sufferings  are  deeply 
regretted,  I  wish  to  say  that  the 
majority  in  that  city  are  fully  convinced 
of  his  innocence  of  the  foul  crime  of 
which  he  was  accused.  He  was  a  man 
who  had  held,  before  this,  control  ore* 
the  working  classes  of  the  place,  and 
he  had  been  engaged,  just  before  b§ 
fell  into  this  terrible  predicament,  in 
advancing  the  constitutional  agitation 
of  that  time  ;  while  he  was  a  prune 


369 


Majesty's  Most  {12  February,  1892}         Gracious  Speech.        370 


mover  in  obtaining  the  election  to  this 
House  of  that  illustrious  Irishman,  Isaac 
Butt.  I  do  not  desire  to  go  into  all  the 
arguments  of  the  case,  but  we  do  believe 
in  his  innocence,  and  the  Amendment  of 
•the  hon.  Member  for  Waterford  has 
the  support  of  all  the  people  in  that 
part    of    Ireland    which    I   have    the 
honour    to    represent.      If    my    hon. 
Friend  has  established  his  first  princi- 
ple, that  the  offence  of  which  Daly  was 
found  guilty  was  a  political  offence, 
the  necessity  for  the  reconsideration  of 
his  case,  or  total  amnesty,  ought  to  fol- 
low as  the  immediate  corollary.     When 
the  Home  Secretary  read  the  indict- 
ments against  these  men  he    merely 
•directed  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
the  dynamite  charges,  and  yet  he  with- 
drew the  case  from  the  specific  statute 
and  extended  the  charge  into  one  of  trea- 
son felony.     Mark  the  injustice  done  to 
Daly  by  such  legal  chicanery.     It  has 
never  been  proved  or  insinuated  that  he 
did  an  act  of  violence  to  anybody  or 
against  any  property ;  he  was  simply 
in  possession  of  explosives,  for  which 
under  the  specific  statute  he  was  only 
liable  to  14  years,  but  on  the  charge  of 
treason-felony  he  was  liable  to  penal 
servitude  for  life.     The  hon.  Member 
for  Waterford  has  proved  his  case  con- 
clusively, and  I  heartily  join  in  the  ap- 
peals that  have  been  made  for  the  recon- 
sideration of  the  case.     I  do  not  think 
a  more  opportune  moment  will  arise 
for  the  exercise  of  that  mercy  of  which 
the  Crown  is  the  fountain.     There  is 
no  hope  for  these  men  in  this  world, 
no  rest  for  them  except  in  the  grave, 
and  we  ask  you  to  grant  our  appeal, 
and  the  people  of  Ireland  will  recognise 
that  their  still  exists  in  the  hearts  of 
Britons  a  true  feeling  of  fair  play  and 
justice. 

The  House  divided : — Ayes  97 ;  Noes 
168.— (Div.  List,  No.  1.) 

(8.50.)  Mr.  HENKY  LABOU- 
GHEBE  (Northampton) :  During  the 
speech  of  my  right  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Newcastle  an  observation 
fell  from  him  to  the  effect  that  he 
thought  it  indecorous  that  the  right 
hem.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  West 
Birmingham  should  occupy  a  seat 
upon  the  Front  Opposition  Bench,  and 


from  that  post  of  vantage  make  speeches 
against  the  Leader  of  the  Opposition. 
I  am  sorry  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
is  not  here,  as  I  should  like  to  know, 
but  I  suppose  I  shall  find  out,  why  he 
makes  an  observation  like  that,  and 
why  it  elicits  cheers  from  all  parts  of 
the  House,  when,  as  a  matter  of  fact, 
an  agreement  was  entered  into  at  the 
commencement  of  the  present  Parlia- 
ment, as  I  am  credibly  informed,  be- 
tween Lord  Hartington  and  the  leading 
Members  of  the  Opposition  that  three 
seats  should  be  reserved  for  the  Liberal 
Unionists.  I  wish  my  right  hon.  Friend, 
or  somebody  on  that  bench,  would 
make  it  clear  to  me  whether  that  agree- 
ment was  not  entered  into  owing  to  the 
respect  that  we  all  felt  for  Lord 
Hartington,  and  whether,  when  Lord 
Hartington  is  removed  to  another 
House,  the  gentleman  who  is 
the  Leader  of  the  Liberal  Unionist 
Party  in  this  House  and  his  supporters 
have  a  right  to  these  seats.    If  that  is 

so — if  these  seats  have  been  conceded 
to  them  by  some  sort  of  arrangement, 
they  are  wise  to  occupy  them.  But  I 
would  have  my  right  hon.  Friend,  the 
Member  for  Newcastle,  seriously  con- 
sider, after  the  cheers  which  his  obser- 
vations drew  forth,  whether  they  should 
not  consider  that  that  agreement  was 
at  an  end,  and  whether  they  should  not 
inform  the  Liberal  Unionists  that  the 
three  particular  seats  should  no  longer 
be  reserved  for  them  ;  that  they  must 
take  their  chance  —  though,  of 
course,  they  might  exercise  their 
rights  as  Privy  Councillors — and  that 
if  there  were  space  available,  they 
may  sit  down,  but  if  there  were  not, 
let  them  seat  themselves  elsewhere. 
The  Liberal  Unionist  Party  is  a  curious 
Party,  and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
a  curious  Party  Leader.  I  understand 
that  this  Party  entertains  certain  pious 
opinions  in  regard  to  Liberal  Measures 
on  the  understanding  that  they  are  never 
to  give  effect  to  those  pious  opinions, 
because,  strange  to  say,  the  duty  that 
they  owe  to  Liberalism  is  to  main- 
tain in  power  a  Tory  Government. 
Therefore  I  think  they  are  a  curious 
Party,  and  not  only  that,  but  that 
Q  2 
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they  have  a  curious  Leader.  The 
Liberal  Unionist  Party  is  chiefly  com- 
posed of  Whigs,  as  they  used  formerly 
to  be  called,  but  are  now  termed 
"  Moderate  Liberals,"  and  it  is  curious 
that  this  section  of  Moderate  Liberals 
should  choose  as  their  Leader  a  gentle- 
man who  passed  as  one  of  the  strongest 
Radicals  in  this  House.  I  read  with 
interest  the  account  of  the  meeting  at 
which  the  election  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  as  Leader  of  the  Liberal 
Unionist  Party  took  place.  I  find 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  not 
only  does  not  agree  with  us,  not  only 
does  not  agree  with  the  pious  opinions 
of  Gentlemen  opposite,  but  that  when 
he  was  elected  Leader  of  this  small 
Party  he  claimed  the  right  not  only 
to  act  as  Leader,  but  also  to  act  in  his 
individual  capacity  when  he  differed 
from  those  whom  he  led.  In  that 
case,  I  hope  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
will  tell  us,  when  he  gets  up  to  speak, 
whether  he  is  speaking  as  a  LiberalUnion- 
ist,  or  in  antagonism  to  the  views  of  his 
own  little  Party.  I  observe  that  the  usual 
course  in  the  Debate  on  the  Address 
has  been  entirely  reversed.  I  have  had 
the  pleasure  of  listening  to  a  great 
many  Debates  upon  Queen's  Speeches, 
and,  as  a  rule,  Ministers  always  com- 
plained of  the  length  of  the  discussion, 
and  that  the  Debate  was  not  kept 
within  the  four  corners  of  the  Queen's 
Speech.  But  what  is  done  at  the  pre- 
sent time  ?  We  have  had  the  Members 
of  the  Government  getting  up  and 
bitterly  complaining  that  there  has  not 
been  a  sufficient  amount  of  discussion, 
not  only  on  things  in  the  Speech,  but 
on  things  out  of  the  Speech.  If  we  were 
to  follow  the  suggestions  of  hon .  Members 
opposite  I  am  certain  the  discussion 
would  last  two  or  three  months.  The 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  was  the  first 
to  suggest  this  Donnybrook  Fair  idea 
when  he  complained  that  the  Member 
for  Derby  did  not  state  his  views  and 
the  views  of  his  Party  upon  the  ques- 
tion of  Egypt.  Now  I  look  to  the 
Address,  and  in  the  Address  there  is 
the  mere  announcement  that  one 
Khedive  has  died  and  that  he  has  been 
succeeded  by  another ;  and  the  usual 
complimentary  phrases  are  used  in  re- 
gard to  succession ;  but  yet  the  Leader 
of  the  House  called  upon  the  Member 
for  Derby  to  state  his  views,  not  only 
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upon    Egypt,   but    upon    many  other 
matters,  and  then  he  turned  round  and 
complained  bitterly  of  my  right  hon. 
Friend  for  daring  in  this  House  to  calk 
attention  to  a  statement  made  by  the 
Prime  Minister  upon  a  public  platform 
in  Exeter.     The  view  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  is  that  Lord  Salisbury  is 
a  member  of  the  House  of  Lords,  and 
that  if  any  ground  for  complaint  is  ta 
be  had  he  should  be  brought  to  ac- 
count   in  the  House   of    Lords,  and 
that  we  have  no  right  to  protest.    I 
consider  myself  there  are  a  great  many 
objections  to  a  Prime  Minister  being  a 
member  of  the  House  of  Lords.   Minis- 
ters  are    made    and   unmade  in  this 
House ;  Ministers  owe  their  allegiance 
to  this  House,  and  the  opinion  is  grow- 
ing in  the  country    that    the   Prime 
Minister  of  this  country,  the  man  who 
is  responsible  for  the  policy,  and  chooses 
the  policy  which  he  thinks  the  country 
should  pursue,  ought  to  be  in  this  House. 
The  objections  to  the  Prime  Minister 
being  in  the  House  of  Lords  would  be 
considerably  aggravated  if  the  doctrine 
of  the  Leader  of  the  House  is  to  be 
accepted,   that  we  in  this  House  are 
not  to  venture  to  call  in  question  any 
language  used  by  the  Prime  Minister 
upon  a  public  platform  on  public  affairs* 
I  do  not  complain  of  the  First  Lord  of 
the    Treasury    defending   Lord  Salis- 
bury; every  consideration  would  sug- 
gest his  doing  so,  and  there  is  every 
reason  why  he  should  say  "ditto"  to 
everything  said  by  the  Prime  Minister. 
For  my  part,   I  think  the    language 
complained     of     by    the     right    hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Derby  wafr 
most  ill-advised.   I  think  it  was  un~ 
statesmanlike,    and    I    think    it    was 
indecent,  because  it  tried  to  perpetuate 
all  those  religious  animosities  which 
every  statesman  should  try  to  put  an 
end  to,  and  which  have  been  the  curse 
of  Ireland.     When  the  Prime  Minister 
made  those  charges  against  the  Catholics 
of  Ireland,  I  cannot  help  remembering 
that  if  the  Catholics  were  to  reply,  the 
Catholics  would  get  the  better  of  him 
by  the  mere  recital  of  facts,  because  the 
action  of  Protestant  England  towards 
the  Catholics  of  Ireland  year  after  year 
has  been  a  disgrace  to  her  escutcheon. 
I  am  glad  my  right  hon.  Friend  the 
Member    for    Derby    dissociated    the 
Liberal  Party  from  all  connection  with 
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nguage  used  by  Lord  Salisbury. 
Bot  say  I  am  sorry  that  Lord 
ury  used  such  language.  I  am 
sorry  when  political  opponents 
a  mistake ;  and  I  think  this 
age  shows  to  what  contemptible 
ients  the  political  Leader  of  the 
nment  is  reduced  in  order  to 
ain  the  ill-feeling  which  has  so 
xisted  between  this  country  and 
id.  Then  we  had  another  speech 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
>er  for  West  Birmingham,  who 
ed  the  example  of  the  First  Lord 
Treasury.    He  favoured  us  with 

0  speech  upon  Egypt.  I  am  not 
to  follow  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
ipon  his  speech,  because  I  think 
all  have  plenty  of  opportunities, 
etter  opportunities  than  a  general 
e  on  the  Address,  to  discuss  the 
>n  of  affairs  in  Egypt.    But,  at 

1  may  say  that  I  am  glad  that  the 
lion.  Gentleman  did  at  last  favour 
ih  his  views  on  that  subject.  He 
re  were  to  remain  there  as  long  as 
r  existed  from  foreign  invasion .  We 
>w  that  there  is  always  a  danger  of 
a  invasion  from  the  southern  fron- 
nd  that  danger  from  foreign  inva- 
will  perpetually  exist  ;  and  if, 
ore,  we  are  to  remain  there  until 
rof  foreign  invasion  has  passed 

practically  our  occupation  is  to 
ar  ever.  [Mr.  J.  W.  Maclure 
ashire)  :  Bear,  hear.]  I  have 
abt  that  is  the  view  of  many  hon. 
dmen  opposite,  and  I  congratu- 
he  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  for 
;  the  honesty  of  his  opinions.  It 
3en  asserted  that  the  right  hon. 
Bman  the  Member  for  Mid- 
n  was  in  favour  of  scuttling  out 
(ypt  at  a  moment's  notice,  and 
words  were  cited  out  of  a  speech 

right  hon.  Gentleman's  to  which 
interpretation  was  given ;  but  I 
ot  think  that  the  right  hon. 
oman  meant  that  we  should  go 
Egypt  without  due  consideration, 
k  what  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
rations  to  convey,  and  what  he 
b,  was  that  we  should* inaugurate 

sort  of  negociation  with  the 
and  the  Khedive  with  the  intention 
ng  out  as  soon  as  possible.  That 
9  Liberal  Policy,  whereas  the 
f  ot  the  Tories  is  that  we  should 
n  in  Egypt  as  long  as  we  could. 


The  distinction  between  the  Tory 
Policy  and  the  Liberal  Policy  in  Egypt 
is  this — the  Tory  Party  desire  to  re- 
main in  Egypt  as  long  as  possible,  the 
Liberal  Party  are  anxious  and  willing 
at  all  times  to  remain  in  Egypt  as 
short  a  time  as  possible.  After  this 
jingo  blast  about  Egypt,  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  West  Bir- 
minghan  goes  on  to  complain  that  we 
had  not  started  a  Home  Rule  Debate 
on  these  Benches.  If  he  had  looked 
at  the  notice  paper  he  would  have 
seen  that  the  hon.  Member  for 
West  Belfast  has  put  down  an 
Amendment  which  will  no  doubt  raise 
an  interesting  Debate  with  regard  to  the 
policy  of  the  Government  with  refer- 
ence to  Home  Rule  and  Local  Govern- 
ment. But  really  it  is  astounding  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  should  have 
renewed  in  this  House  a  demand  which 
he  has  made  for  the  last  six  years  con- 
sistently, and  that  the  hon.  Gentleman 
opposite  should  have  read  so  little  of 
the  speeches  out  of  this  House,  that  he 
should  have  pleaded  it  as  a  new  argu- 
ment now  against  the  Opposition.  He 
said  the  Members  of  the  Opposition 
should  state  what  their  Bill  would  be  if 
they  came  into  power.  Well,  I  hope 
they  will  come  into  power  on  a  day  not 
long  distant,  and  if  the  hon.  Gentlemen 
are  here  they  will  hear  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  the  Member  for  Midlothian, 
state  what  it  will  be,  and  if  they  are 
not  here  they  will  have  an  opportunity 
of  reading  it  in  the  newspapers  the  next 
morning.  To  whom  do  we  owe  allegi- 
ance ?  We  owe  allegiance  to  the  Liberal 
party,  and  the  Liberal  party  do  not 
wish  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  West  Birmingham  to 
impose  his  will  upon  us.  We  do  not 
want  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  tell 
us  how  we  should  conduct  the  business 
of  Opposition.  We  will  leave  him  to 
tell  the  Government  how  to  carry  on 
the  business  of  the  Government.  We 
look  to  our  constituencies ;  we  look  to 
the  Liberal  Party,  and  we  find  the 
other  day  that  in  Rossendale,  where  a 
vast  number  of  people  had  been  led 
astray  in  1886,  they  had  returned  to 
the  fold,  and  were  perfectly  satisfied 
with  our  way  of  presenting 
Home  Rule  to  them,  and  they  gave 
a  very  large  majority  to  the  gentle- 
man  who  represented  the  policy   of 
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the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Midlothian.  There  was  one  inter- 
esting fact  which  I  gathered  from  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
West  Birmingham.  It  was  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  a  plan  of  his 
own  to  give  a  Legislative  Assembly  to 
Ireland  ;  but  what  I  heard  for  the  first 
time  was,  that  as  his  plan  had  been 
scoffed  at  on  all  sides,  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  in  order  to  punish  the  Irish  for 
his  plan  being  scoffed  at  they  were 
never  to  have,  with  the  aid  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  a  Legislative  Assembly 
in  Ireland.  A  more  modest  observa- 
tion, and  an  observation  which  shows 
more  clearly  that  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man has  been  actuated  by  principle, 
and  not  by  personal  feeling,  I  never 
heard  in  this  House.  It  has  been  often 
laid  down  that  it  is  not  necessary  to 
protest  against  anything  in  the  Queen's 
Speech  to  retain  one's  opinion  with  re- 
gard to  it — that  assent  to  the  Queen's 
Speech  binds  no  one  to  anything. 
While  I  agree,  of  course,  to  the  first 
paragraph  in  the  Queen's  Speech, 
which  refers  to  the  death  of  the  Duke 
of  Clarence,  I  should  have  preferred 
that  all  the  other  paragraphs  had  been 
left  out.  This  Parliament  is  in  the 
sere  and  yellow  leaf;  it  is  suffering 
from  the  paralysis  of  old  age ;  and  it 
also  suffers  from  the  fact  that  not  only 
is  it  a  very  old  Parliament,  but  a  very 
discredited  Parliament,  and  there  is  no 
reason  to  doubt  that  it  does  not  enjoy 
the  confidence  of  the  country.  For  my 
part,  I  only  regard  ourselves  as  walking 
and  talking  corpses,  and  I  think  the 
only  fit  place  for  us  is  the  grave.  In- 
stead, therefore,  of  having  a  number  of 
Bills  mentioned  which  the  Government 
will  never  carry,  I  should  have  pre- 
ferred that  there  had  been  only  one 
paragraph  in  the  Address,  stating  that 
there  would  be  a  Vote  on  Account 
taken,  and  then  an  immediate 
Dissolution.  I  read  an  article  in  the 
Times  on  the  first  day  of  this  Session, 
in  which  it  said  :  "  The  atmosphere  is 
heavy  with  the  weight  of  a  Dissolution." 
I  should  have  thought  that  the  only 
way  to  have  the  atmosphere  cleared  of 
the  weight  of  a  Dissolution  was  to  have 
a  Dissolution.  The  Times  did  not  say 
this;  but  it  must  have  occurred  to 
everyone  who  agrees  with  the  Times 
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that  the  best  way  to  clear  the  atmos- 
phere was  to  have  a  Dissolution.    The 
Duke  of  Devonshire,  in  1880,  asserted 
that   Members    cannot    perform  thor 
duties  with  an  election  hanging  over 
them.     He  said  then  that  Ministers, 
were  bound  to  dissolve,  that  Parliament 
had  lasted  long  enough ;  and  Ministers 
then   agreed  with  him,  because  very 
shortly  afterwards  Sir  Stafford  North- 
cote  said  they  would  dissolve,  and  a 
Dissolution  took  place  in  April.     Lord 
Salisbury  said  in  1884  that  a  Minister 
has  no  right,  even  though  he  has  a 
majority  in  Parliament,  to  impose  his 
will  on  the  country,  and  say,  "  so  long 
as  I  have  a  majority  in  the  House  of 
Commons  I  will  not  dissolve."     But 
when  I  say  that  there  is  a  reasonable 
probability  that  Ministers  have  lost  the 
confidence  of  the  country  I  do  not  go  far 
enough,  because  really,  practically,  the 
leaders  of  the  Government  have  ad- 
mitted themselves  that  they  have  lost 
the  confidence  of  the  country.    I  have 
read  with  interest  a  good  many  speeches 
that  have  been  delivered  by  Ministers 
during  the  Recess,  and  I  observed  thai 
the  main  staple  of  their  speeches  ^as- 
explaining  to  their  friends  that  even  if 
beaten  at  the  next  General  Election^ 
yet  they  would  not  lose  all  hope.   It 
seems  to  be  accepted  as  a  certainty  that 
their  political  death  will  take  place  at 
the  election.       ("No!")      The   hon. 
Gentleman  says  no,  but  I  prefer  to  take  a 
reasonable  deduction  from  the  observa- 
tions of    the    hon.   Gentleman's   owa 
leaders  rather  than  from  the  almost 
inarticulate  observations  of  the  hon- 
Gentleman.     They  consoled  their  fol- 
lowers by  saying  that  after  the  Dissolu- 
tion there  would  be  some  sort  of  resur* 
recti  on,  and  that  they  might  not  lose 
all  hopes  of  winning  at  some  future 
time.     Can  the  hon.  Gentleman  coo* 
ceive  the  general  of  an  army  going  int^* 
battle   telling  his    soldiers  that   they 
were  certain  to  be  beaten  on  that  day* 
but  that  he  hoped  on  some  future  day 
to    re-establish    matters    by    anothe*" 
battle.      My   right    hon.    Friend    th# 
Member    for    Newcastle    asked   what 
assurance  have  we  that  this  would  bo 
the    last    Session.       The    right    hon- 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  West  Bir- 
mingham  told  us   this  would  be  the* 
last  Session.     The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man, I  observed,  during  his  speech  if*- 
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rpetually  speaking  of  "we,"  by 
rich,  no  doubt,  he  meant  Lord  Salis- 
ry  and  himself,  a  sort  of  Ego  et  rex 
us ;  but  I  should  like  to  know 
Lether  he  was  speaking  with  autho- 
y  in  this  matter.  But  I  go  further, 
A  I  say  that  I  think  we  should  not 
it  till  the  end  of  the  Session.  I 
nk  Easter  would  be  a  very  good 
le  for  the  Dissolution,  and  I  ask 
»  Government  to  consider  it.  I 
nk  they  have  already  considered 
It  seems  to  me  that  they 
not     believe     they    are      likely 

pass  much  of  the  legislation  which 
ay  have  put  in  the  Queen's  Speech, 
think  their  programme  is  something 

an  electioneering  recital.  We  are 
Id  that  a  District  Councils  Bill  would 

brought  in,  but  that  it  was  by  no 
Bans  certain  that  they  would  have 
ne  to  pass  it.  We  know  perfectly 
all  what  that  means.  Why,  that 
ill  has  been  given  up  already.     Then 

Small  Holdings  Bill  is  promised. 
rhy,  Lord  Salisbury  has  gone  out  of 
is  way  to  sneer  at  his  own  Bill.  Then 
e  are  told  we  are  to  have  a  Church 
isoipline  Bill.  Do  Lord  Salisbury 
id  his  Friends  think  that  they  will 
us  a  Church  Discipline  Bill  without 
le  most  strenuous  opposition  ?  We  on 
lis  side  of  the  House  don't  want  to 
&ve  the  State  interfering  and  giving 
owers  to  bishops  over  clergy,  or  to 
«rgy  over  bishops.  We  want  an 
teolute  separation  of  Church  and 
tftte,  and  I  think  that  is  the  view  we 
ill  adopt  when  the  Bill  is  brought 
ito  the  House.  But  I  don't  think  it 
ill  pass,  or  that  it  is  likely  to  be  dis- 
used. And  then  we  are  told  that  we 
ft  to  have  an  Irish  Local  Government 
ill;  and  in  reference  to  this  Irish 
ocal  Government  Bill  I  must  call 
Mention  to  the  wonderful  character  of 
to  Tory  Party.  It  will  be  remembered 
utfwe  had  a  sort  of  Liberal  Parlia- 
ment at  Newcastle,  where  leaders  and 
ribwers  all  agreed  on  the  policy  that 
tight  to  be  pursued.  The  Tory  Party 
Mowed  suit.  They  had  a  Tory 
arliament  in  Birmingham.  The  first 
ling  that  happened  was  that  a  Gentle- 
urn  on  that  side  of  the  House  repre- 
mting  the  Government  got  up  and 
fovea  a  resolution  in  favour  of  Irish 
•ocal Government.  What  happened? 
ftth  one  voice  these  delegates  of  the 
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Tories  all  over  the  country  declared 
that  they  would  have  nothing  whatever 
to  do  with  the  Bill.  They  protested 
against  it,  and  a  gentleman  moved 
"  the  previous  question."  The  feeling 
was  so  strong  that  the  gentleman  who 
brought  the  motion  forward  accepted 
"  the  previous  question."  If  these  are 
the  views  of  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  I 
do  not  think  the  Government  can  be 
very  serious  in  their  statement  of 
intention  to  bring  in  a  Local  Govern- 
ment Bill.  One  thing  I  am  perfectly 
certain  of,  if  they  bring  in  the  Bill  it 
will  be  a  most  absolute  and  thorough 
sham.  They  tell  us  that  the  second 
reading  is  not  to  be  moved  till  after 
Easter.  I  suppose  they  hope  by  that 
time  to  reconcile  their  recalcitrant 
followers  to  the  Bill.  The  only 
way  they  can  do  that  is  by  telling 
them  that  the  Bill  is  a  mere  sop  brought 
in  because  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  West  Birmingham 
insists  upon  it,  but  that  the  Bill  will 
mean  nothing  and  give  nothing  in 
the  shape  of  Local  Government.  I 
think  I  am  right  in  saying  that  there  is 
nothing  in  this  programme  to  galvanise 
this  moribund  assembly  into  life.  The 
fact  is  the  country  is  absolutely  sick  of 
the  present  system  of  Government — 
supported  by  two  Parties,  but  ending 
in  this  unilateral  legislation.  You 
bring  in  Bills  labelled  Liberal  Bills. 
Why  do  you  do  that  ?  In  order  that 
Liberal  Unionists  might  support  them, 
and  then  the  Liberal  features  are  cut 
out  of  them  in  order  that  you  may  get 
your  Tory  friends  to  vote  for  them. 
The  Prime  Minister  has  said  that  the 
measures  of  the  Government  may  be 
considered  by  the  Liberal  Unionists  as 
Liberal  measures  and  by  the  Tories  as 
Conservative  measures.  He  might 
have  just  as  well  said  that  you  are  to 
consider  a  man  black  or  white,  as  you 
please.  I  am  perfectly  certain  that  I 
am  not  only  enunciating  the  views  of 
hon.  Members  on  this  side  of  the  House, 
but  the  views  of  hon.  Members  on  both 
sides  of  the  House  when  I  say  that 
neither  Liberals  nor  Tories  relish  this 
sort  of  mulatto  legislation.  Let  us  do- 
away  with  sham  and  humbug  by  bring- 
ing forward  Bills  which  appear  Liberal 
Bills  to  the  Liberals  and  Tory  Bills  to 
the  Tories.  I,  for  my  part,  urge  the 
General  Election  in  the  interests  of  all, 
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and  not  alone  in  the  interests  of  those 
who  agree  with  my  political  views.   No 
one  can  possibly  say  that  this  Govern- 
ment   unquestionably    possesses    the 
confidence  of  the  country.     So  far  as 
we  know,  where  the  country  has  been 
consulted,  the  Ministers  have  certainly 
not  received  that  amount  of  confidence 
which  would  ensure  them  the  confi- 
dence of  the  country.     If  the  country 
is  with  the  present  Unionist  Govern- 
ment then,  surely,  an  election  would 
strengthen  them.     Just  think  !    When 
they  were  opposed  on  these  Benches 
after  the  election,  then  they  could  say : 
"  You  urged  our  appeal  to  the  country. 
We  have  appealed  to  the  country,  and 
we  have  been  sent  here  with  a  majority 
at  our  back."  Why,  they  would  be  able 
to  tramp  upon  us  and  treat  us  as  mi- 
crobes or  any  such  pernicious  organisms. 
On  the  other  hand,  if  they  had  not  a 
majority  of   the  country,  surely  it  is 
better  in  the  interest  of  representative 
government   that    the  Ministers  here 
should  be  backed  up  by  the  country. 
Every  one  admits  that  the  Government 
here  ought  to  be  a  reflex  of  the  majority 
of  this  House  ;  but  it  is  also  true  that 
the  majority  of  this  House  should  be  a 
reflex    of    the    majority  outside    this 
House.     I  do  trust  that  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury  will  rise  above  the 
mere  wishes  of   perhaps  some  of  his 
colleagues,  to  retain  place  and  power 
and  salary  for  a  little  time ;  that  he  will 
take  a  large  patriotic  view  of  his  duties 
and  responsibilities  as  the  Leader  of 
this    House,  that  he  will  not  waste 
time — a  year — on  mere  electioneering 
discussions  in  this  House,  but  will,  as 
speedily  as  possible,  propose  a  Vote  on 
Account — and  I  am  sure  the  House 
would  offer  no  opposition  to  it — and 
come  down  to  this  House  and  say  : 
"  In  view  of  its  being  doubtful  that  we 
have  the  confidence  of  the  country,  in 
view  of  the  Resolution  carried  at  the 
Conference   of    Birmingham  followers 
against  our  policy,  we  will  appeal  to 
the  country  and  abide  by  the  issue." 
(9.25.)    Majob    EREDEBICK    C. 

BASGH  (Essex,  S.E.) :  I  regret  that 
in  the  addresses  of  the  Mover  and 
Seconder  of  the  Address  in  reply  to  the 
Queen's  Speech  no  mention  whatever 
was  made  of  the  Labour  Question,  and 
particularly  to  that  part  of  the  Labour 
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Question  which  refers  to  the  30,000  or 
40,000  able-bodied  men  who  are  dis- 
charged from  the  Army  every  year,  and 
thrown  upon  the  country  without  any 
employment  whatever.    I  have  referred 
to  this  subject  before  in  this  House, 
and  received  sympathetic  support  from 
hon.  Gentleman  on  the  opposite  side  of 
the    House,    below    the  Gangway.    I 
think  the  justification  of  any  remarks 
of  this  kind  is  accentuated  by  the  Be- 
port,  which  will  be  in  the  hands  of  hon. 
Members'  shortly,  and  which  has  been 
published  by  the  Inspector  of  Becruit- 
ing,  by  which  it  appears  that  during 
the  year  just  past  something  like  4,600 
had  deserted,  a  larger  number  than  in 
any  year  since  1887  ;  and  that  it  has 
been  found  still  harder  this  year  than 
last  year  to  fill  up  the  ranks  of  recruits. 
I  think  that  a  matter  like  this  ought  at 
any  rate  to  temper  the  post-prandid 
speeches  of  hon.  and  right  hon.  Gentle- 
men, and  I  cannot  help,  thinking  thst 
this  is  a  phase  of  the  Labour  Question, 
which,  considering  that  it  affects  thirty 
or  forty  thousand  men  annually,  the 
Government  might  very  well  see  cause 
to  take  up. 


(9.27).     Mr.  ALPHEUS  C.  MOB- 
TON  (Peterborough) :  I  agree  with  the 
right  hon.    Gentleman    opposite  who 
has    just    sat    down    that    something 
ought  to  be  done  with  regard  to  the 
Labour  Question,  not  only  with  regard 
to  that  particular  part  of  it  he  men- 
tioned, but  with  regard  to  the  Labour 
Question  generally.    I  do  not  think  I 
would  have  attempted  to  occupy  the 
time  of  the  House  if  it  had  not  been 
for  the  speech  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man   the    Member   for    Birmingham 
yesterday.    I  do  not  wish  to  criticise 
that  speech,  but  I  gathered  during  the 
first  two  evenings  of  the  Debate  on 
the  Address  that  it  was  the  general 
intention    that     a   Vote    should    be 
taken  as  soon  as  possible,  because  there 
would  be  other  opportunities  in  which 
all  these  matters  could  be  discussed. 
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The  Members  of  the  Opposition  have 
been  challenged  to  discuss  the  Queen's 
Speech  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
bhe  Member  for  West  Birmingham.    I 
So  not  know  whether  he  was  put  up  by 
bhe    Government    with    the    view    of 
occupying  the  time  of  the  House,  and 
doing  what  is  known  as  obstructing,  for 
bhe  purpose  of  getting  the  Government 
more  time  to  bring  in  their  Bills.     I 
have  no  knowledge  of  that ;  but  it  may 
have  been.    It  seems  that  the  Govern- 
ment   have  no  desire  to  bring  in  the 
Bills  that  they  have  given  notice  of.    I 
entirely  agree  with  the  senior  Member 
for  Northampton  that  it  would  be  wise 
for  the  Government  to  take  a  Vote  on 
Account,  and  at  once  go  to  the  country. 
I  do  not  think  they  have  courage  to  do 
that,  but  that  is  what  would  suit  the 
Badical  Party  in  the  country  I  am  cer- 
tain. Everybody  agrees  in  sympathising 
with  Her  Majesty  and  the  Royal  Family 
in  the  lamented  death  of  the  Duke  of 
-Clarence.  But  I  think  the  Government 
were  wrong  in  advising  Her  Majesty  as 
they  did  in  the  matter  of  Court  mourning. 
I  do  not  myself,  nor  can  anybody  else, 
place  the  slightest  value  upon  official 
mourning.    If  mourning  is  to  be  of  any 
value  it  must  be  natural  and  done  by 
*e  people  without  any  order  or  com- 
mand from  the  Government.      Well, 
Sir,  the  consequence  of  this  order  for 
•official  mourning  has  been  great  dis- 
tress to  a  large  number  of  the  people  of 
4u8  country.    It  has  so  disarranged  a 
certain  class  of  trade  that  a  number 
<rf  people  have  been   driven  into  the 
workhouse.    These  unfortunate  events 
may  occur  again,  and  I  hope  care  will 
ke  tak&i  that  the  poorest  portion  of  the 
industrial   classes   is   not  allowed  to 
flrihr  on  account  of  what  is  called 
{Jourt  mourning.    Now,  Sir,  as  regards 
Egypt,  no  one  in  the  Badical  Party 
«?er  expressed  a  wish  that  in  the  course 
of   24     hours     our     troops     should 
he  removed  from  that  country.    What 
Be  have  said  is  this — that  the  Govern- 
ment should  come  to  terms  with  France, 


who  have  some  interest  in  the  matter, 
and  to  whom  we  have  made  promises. 
The  people  of  France,  in  making  that 
Canal,  did  more  for  Egypt  and  the 
world  than  any  other  country,  and  they 
may  be  fairly  said  to  have  a  large 
interest  there.  If  it  is  the  intention  of 
any  other  country  permanently  to 
occupy  Egypt,  France  may  be  pardoned 
if  she  feels  injured.  Subject  to  a 
proper  arrangement  with  Egypt  itself, 
the  general  feeling  of  this  country  is 
that  we  should  get  rid  of  the  trouble 
and  expense  of  governing  Egypt,  and 
leave  it  to  govern  itself.  As  regards 
the  Newfoundland  Fisheries,  the  reason 
the  Government  are  unable  to  settle 
this  unfortunate  question  by  compen- 
sation or  otherwise  is  on  account  of  the 
Egyptian  difficulty.  The  moment  you 
get  rid  of  that  difficulty  you  will 
be  able  to  come  to  terms  with 
France  in  regard  to  the  fishery  dispute. 
We  are  told  in  the  Queen's  Speech  that 
the  Government  have  come  to  some 
understanding  with  the  United  States 
for  the  settlement  of  the  Behring 
Sea  dispute  by  arbitration.  I  am  very 
glad  to  hear  that,  and  I  hope  the  time 
will  come  when  our  Government  may 
enter  into  negotiations  with  other 
countries  for  the  settlement  of  all  dis- 
putes that  may  hereafter  arise  by 
arbitration  rather  than  by  war.  Sir, 
we  are  told  that  the  Estimates  have 
been  prepared  with  a  due  regard  to 
public  economy.  I  hope  the  Govern- 
ment in  that  matter  will  carry  out  their 
promise  better  than  they  have  hitherto 
done.  In  the  second  place,  I  hope  they 
will  be  more  prompt  in  the  presenta- 
tion of  the  Estimates.  Last  Session 
we  had  forced  through  this  House  in 
one  night  Estimates  amounting  to 
about  £17,000,000  sterling.  That  is  a 
scandal  and  a  disgrace  to  any  delibera- 
tive Assembly.  The  next  point  is  as  to 
the  general  principles  affecting  Local 
Government  in  Ireland.  We  have 
heard  that  the  Conservative  Party  are 
opposed  to  Local  Government  in  Ire- 
land. Personally,  I  am  very  glad  the 
Government  should  ask  us  to  consider 
this  Bill,  because  it  shows  that  they 
have  altered  their   policy    altogether 
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According  to  Lord  Salisbury,  Ireland 
it  was  only  after  that  that  we  were 
told    we  might  consider  whether   we 
should  give    her    Local  Government. 
The  Government  now  admit  they  were 
wrong,  and  they  propose  to  allow  the 
Irish  people  to  manage  their  own  local 
affairs.     If  the  Bill  is  an  honest  Bill, 
we    shall    support     it.     I     read    the 
promise  of  the  Government  to  be  this — 
that  they  mean  to  go  as  far  as  the 
English  Bill ;  but  if  they  would  go  a 
step  further    and  present  a  measure 
drawn  upon  the  lines  of  the  Scotch 
Bill,  I  would  be  glad.     As  regards  the 
Small  Holdings   Bill,  I  am  afraid  it 
will  be  of  no  use  whatever  unless  there 
is  introduced  the  principle  of  compul- 
sion.    I  am  glad  to  notice   that    the 
advantages  of  assisted  education  are  to 
be  given  to  Ireland.     I   never  could 
understand    why    Ireland     was    left 
behind  England  in  that  matter  except 
that  it  is  the  traditional  policy  of  the  Tory 
Party  to  keep  the  people  in  ignorance. 
I  notice  the  Solicitor  General  laughing, 
but  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
knows,  as  well  as  I  do  that  the  Tory 
Party  is    opposed   to    education;    he 
knows  that,  if  the  Tory  Party  could 
have  stopped  them,  there  would  have 
been  no  educational    grants    and    no 
school  books.     Now,  Sir,  with  regard 
to  the  Private  Bills  Procedure  Bill,  we 
have  heard  something  of  the  same  kind 
before,  so  far  as  Scotland  is  concerned, 
and  Scotland  would  have  nothing  to  do 
with  the  Bill.      They  said  that   any- 
body appointed  to  dispose  of   Scotch 
Private  Bills  should  be  a  representative 
body,  and  not  a  body  selected  by  any 
Government.     Therefore,  if  the  Scotch 
Bill  is  on  the  same  lines  as  that  of  last 
year,  it  will  not  be  satisfactory  to  the 
people  of  Scotland.    What  the  Scotch 
people  want  is  Home  Rule,  and  I  am 
glad    to    see  the   Member  for  North 
Aberdeen  (Mr.  Hunter)  has  introduced 
a  Bill  to  give  the  Scotch  people  control 
of  their  own  affairs.     That    will    be 
better  than  anything  the  Government 
can  do,  and  I  therefore  hope  they  will 
withdraw  their  Bill  and  support   the 
measure  introduced  by  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  North  Aberdeen.     Sir,  we  are 
told  the  Government  mean   to  intro- 
duce a  Bill  for  the  improvement  of  the 
Legislative    Councils    of    India ;    but 
unless  the  Bill  gave  the  people  of  India 
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some  popular  representation  on  these 
Councils,  it  will  be  of  no  use  whatever. 
The  moment  you  get  the  people  with 
you,  you  need  not  fear  any  interference 
from  Bussia  or  from  any  other  Power. 
There   ought   to   be   no    difficulty  in 
giving  the  people  of  India  a  share  of 
the  government  of  their  own  country.  I 
should  like  to  see  the  Government  taking, 
a  more  active  part  about  the  opium 
and  salt  traffic.     As  regards  the  opium 
traffic,  which  we  maintain  for  money- 
making  purposes,  it  is  a  scandal  and  a 
disgrace  to  the  people  and  the  Govern- 
ment of  this  country.    Professing,  aft 
we  do,  to  be  a  religious  people,  with  a 
large  number  of  Bishops,  and  so  on,  we 
ought  to  be  ashamed  of  the  misery  that 
we  cause  by  the  use  of  that  opium  drag 
simply  to  make  money,  and  for  no  other 
purpose  whatever.     I  confess  I  do  not 
understand  the  next  clause  in  the  Queen's 
Speech,  relating  to  the  relief  of  public 
elementary  schools  from  the  pressure 
of  local  rates.    That  does  not  affect  the 
Board  schools.     If  I  understand  ft  at 
all,  it  is  an  attempt  to  relieve  deno- 
minational schools  at  the  expense  of 
others,   and  will  not  be  viewed  with 
any  favour  by  the  Radical  Party,  unless; 
you  are  prepared  to  give  us  that  local 
control  of    these    schools    which  *e 
claimed  last  year,  and  which  will  have 
to  be  given  as  soon  as  the  next  General 
Election  occurs.     Sir,  we  are  told  that 
the  Government  propose  to  introduce  a 
Bill  for  the  improvement  of  the  dis- 
cipline   of    the    Established    Church. 
That    is    a    small   matter   which  the 
Government  might  well  have  left  alone. 
I  am  glad  to  know,  as  a  member  of  the 
Church    of    England,  and    a    church- 
warden, that  this  Church   Discipline 
Bill  is  not  required,   and  I  ask  the 
Government  to  drop  it,  and  to  take  up 
the  question  of  the  amendment  of  the 
laws    with    regard    to    betting    and 
gambling.     It  is  admitted   by  every- 
body, by  the  ministers  and  clergy  of 
the  Church  of  England,  and  ministers 
of  all  denominations,   to  be  a    most 
pressing  and  important  question,  and  1 
would  urge  the  Government  to  make  an 
honest  and  determined  attempt  to  stop 
betting  and  gambling  in  this  country  i 
but,   above    all,  we    must    take   care 
that    we    do     not     give    the    moral 
sanction  of  this  House  to  betting,  by 
adjourning  for  the  Derby  Day.    We 
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Ave  been  told  something  about  a  pro- 
osed  arrangement  with  the  Bank  of 
ingland,    which    I    suppose     means 
rl    notes.     So  far    as   I  can   gather 
rom  business  people,  especially  in  the 
lity  of  London,  they  are  all  against 
liem.     Abroad,  every  attempt  to  make 
heap  money  has  been  a  failure,  and 
•efore  they  endeavour  to  introduce  a 
j£l     note    in    this     country,     the 
rovernment  should  take  care  that  the 
ondfide  business  interest  of  the  City  of 
jondon  is  with  them  rather  than  against 
hem,  as  it  is  at  the  present  moment. 
!  was  sorry  that  the  subject  of  the  man- 
agement of  the  water  supply  of  London 
was  left  out  of   the  Queen's  Speech. 
We  are  told  that  there  is  to  be  a  Com- 
mission ;  but  I  do  not  understand  that, 
for  the  County  Council  and  the  Corpora- 
tion of  London  believe  they  will  have 
the  support  of  the  Government  if  they 
introduce  a  Bill   during    the  present 
Session.     The  effect  of  this  announce- 
ment, as  to  the  appointment  of  a  Royal 
Commission,  will  be  to  put  the  matter 
off  for  two  or  three  years.    We  ought 
now  to  be  able,  in  the  City  of  London, 
to  have  pure  water  at  a  fair  price,  and 
the  time  has  arrived  when  we  should 
demand  a  settlement  of  this  question. 
Ag  I  said  before,  I  should  not  have 
Spoken  in  this    Debate    but    for    the 
challenge  of  the    Member    for    West 
Birmingham,    who    should  remember 
that  we  agreed  with  him  in  1885  in  the 
unauthorised  programme  which  he  then 
pat  forward.     We   agree    with    that 
programme  still ;  but  he  has  deserted 
it.   I  have  no  doubt  he  is  considered 
to  have  made,  last  evening,  an  extremely 
clever  speech ;  but  that  speech  will  not 
effect  a  vote  in  this  House,  nor  in  the 
country.     It  reminded  me  rather  of 
those  speeches  I  have  heard  in  times 
gone  by  at  the  Cogers'  Hall  and  other 
usemblies  in  Fleet  Street,  where  the 
principal  object  of  the  speakers  seemed 
to  be  to  destroy  each  other  rather  than 
anything  eke.    The  Member  for  West 
Birmingham  asks   whether    we    have 
Stood     by     our     Radical    principles; 
hot   we    have    done    a   great    deal 
mm  than  that.    We    have  induced 
the   right    hon.     Member     for  Mid- 
lothian   to  join  us,    and    adopt    our 
Radical   programme.     Therefore,    we 
have  decidedly   gained   by    the    loss 
of  the  Member  for  West  Birmingham  ; 


because  we  have  lost  what  turned  out 
to  be  a  treacherous  and  bad  leader 
and  got  the  very  best  in  the  United 
Kingdom.  We  have  in  the  Newcastle 
programme,  or  the  Radical  programme, 
nearly  everything  which  was  mentioned 
in  the  unauthorised  programme  of 
1885,  and  we  have  got  Home  Rule 
besides.  The  sooner  we  have  a  Dis- 
solution the  sooner  we  shall  get  Home 
Rule  for  England,  Ireland,  and 
Scotland,  and  everywhere  else,  because 
the  Home  Rule  principle  is  spreading 
now,  and  is  demanded  in  every  village 
and  parish  in  the  country,  while  they 
are  demanding  it  for  London.  As  the 
Leader  of  the  House  has  returned  to- 
his  place,  I  would  ask  him  to  accept 
the  proposal  of  the  Senior  Member  for 
Northampton,  to  take  a  Vote  on 
Account,  and  go  to  the  country.  If  you 
will  do  so  speedily,  he  will  have  no 
need  to  force  upon  his  unwilling  Party 
Local  Government  for  Ireland,  or  any 
other  Liberal  reforms  which  he  would 
propose  in  view  of  a  General  Election. 
I  must  object  to  the  observations  of 
the  Prime  Minister  with  regard  to  our 
fellow-countrymen,  the  Irish  Catholics;, 
and  I  notice  that  he  did  not  use  such 
language  in  1885,  when  he  was  ex- 
pecting to  get  the  support  of  the  Irish 
Catholic  Party.  The  Prime  Minister 
complained  that  the  Irish  Catholics- 
were  in  favour  of  the  American  Re- 
volutionary War,  120  years  ago.  But 
the  City  of  London  was  equally  opposed 
to  that  cruel  and  criminal  war ;  and  if 
the  Prime  Minister  wishes  to  make  com- 
plaint against  anyone,  he  should  make- 
it  against  the  citizens  of  London.  I  am 
not  at  all  afraid  of  what  will  happen  at 
the  next  election  :  and  all  I  say  to  the* 
Government  in  conclusion  is  that  they 
should  bring  it  about  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible, for  if  the  Tory  Party  have  got  any 
opinions  they  ought  to  have  the  courage 
to  go  to  the  country. 

-(10.25.)  Sir  JOHN  LUBBOCK 
(London  University) :  I  will  not  attempt 
to  follow  the  hon.  Member  through 
all  the  questions  dealt  with  in  his. 
speech;  but  with  regard  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  Commission  on  the  water 
question,  as  desired  by  the  County 
Council  of  London,  I  must  say  we 
are  grateful  to  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
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ment  for  having  acceded  to  our  request 

in  that  particular.   The  hon.  Gentleman 

•entirely  mistakes  the  object  and  scope  of 

that  Commission.    It  is  not  with  regard 

to  the  Water  Companies  of  London,  but 

to  the  question  of  water  supp  y,  and  the 

need  of  obtaining  it  from  a  wider  area, 

•and  we  do  not  think  Her  Majesty's 
^Government  have  intended  in  any  way 
i)0  postpone  the  settlement  of  the  ques- 
tion. The  London  County  Council  and 
the  Corporation  will  proceed  with  the  Bill 
before  this  House,  which  we  trust  will  re- 
ceive the  support  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government.  We  are  anxious  to 
carry  the  Bill,  because  in  that  case 
when  the  Commissioners  make  their 
Report  we  shall  be  in  a  position  to  act 
upon  its  recommendations,  whatever 
they  may  be.  The  hon.  Member  who 
has  just  spoken  says  that  Home  Rule 
was  in  the  Newcastle  programme.  It 
"is  perfectly  true ;  but  what  we  want  to 
know  is,  what  is  the  Home  Rule  in  that 
programme?  and  upon  that  point  we 
find  it  impossible  to  obtain  any  in- 
formation. 

Mr.  MORTON:  Allow  me  to 
•explain  distinctly.  It  is  that  the  Irish 
people  shall  have  the  management  of 
-what  this  House  determines  to  be  Irish 
local  affairs. 

Sir  JOHN  LUBBOCK :  That  is  not 
at  all  clear  to  my  mind.  What  are 
their  local  affairs?  I  want  to  know 
why  are  the  people  of  London  not  to 
have  equally  the  control  of  their  own 
-affairs? — and  if  the  hon.  Gentleman 
says  that  there  is  to  be  equal  Home  Rule 
throughout  the  United  Kingdom,  and 
that  London  and  other  counties  in  Eng- 
land are  to  have  the  same  powers  for  their 
local  affairs,  without  interference  fromthe 
people  of  Scotland  or  Ireland,  then  I  say 
that  it  is  not  Home  Ruleat  all,butthat  it 
is  a  system  of  government  such  as  they 
<have  in  the  United  States,  or  Swit- 
zerland, which  is  Federalism,  and 
not  Home  Rule.  We  know  what 
.are  the  opinions  of  hon.  Gentlemen 
below  the  Gangway  on  Home  Rule. 
What  we  wish  to  know  are  the 
opinions  of  hon.  Gentlemen  above  the 
Oangway;  but  when  they  go  to  the 
■•country  they  whittle  away  their  Home 
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Rule  until  it  becomes  a  mere  matter  of 
water  and  gas— especially  gas. 

Mr.  MADEN  (Lancashire,  Rossen- 
dale) :  The  right  hon.  Member  for  the 
University  of  London  is  making  ft 
reference,  I  believe,  to  myself  aft 
Rossendale.  He  says  that  when  they, 
the  Opposition  Party,  go  to  the  country, 
they  whittle  down  their  Home  Bw 
scheme  to  gas,  water,  and  electricity. 
I  may  say ("  Order,  order!  ") 

Mr.  SPEAKER  :  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man will  have  an  opportunity  of  reply- 
ing to  the  hon.  Baronet  when  he  nil 
concluded  his  speech. 

Sir  JOHN  LUBBOCK:  I  cM 
not  mention  Rossendale;  but  the 
cap  must  have  fitted,  for  the  hon. 
Member  has  applied  to  himself  that 
which  I  was  stating  generally.  The 
right  hon.  Member  for  West  Bir- 
mingham appealed  very  strongly  to 
the  Member  for  Newcastle  to  give  us 
his  views,  because,  with  all  respect  to 
the  hon.  Members  who  have  josfc 
spoken,  what  we  really  want  to  know 
are  the  views  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
men who  sit  upon  that  Front  Bench. 
Does  Home  Rule  practically  mean 
separation,  or  is  it  merely  gas?  I 
must  say  I  was  very  much  astonished 
at  the  answer  given  by  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Newcastle,  who  said  he  was 
not  in  a  position,  "on  the  spur  of  the 
moment,  to  give  a  better  description  of 
his  policy "  than  a  quotation  from 
a  former  speech  which  he  read.  But 
we  do  not  ask  for  his  views  on  the 
spur  of  the  moment.  This  is  a  great 
question  which  has  been  under  serious 
consideration  for  months  and  years 
past,  and  we  do  not  want  to  have  any 
momentary  expression  of  opinion  from 
him.  We  want  to  know  what  are  his 
deliberate  convictions,  and  upon  that 
point  we  certainly  have  not  got  any 
satisfactory  answer.  It  is  natural  we 
should  ask  that  question,  which  has 
been  also  so  ably  pressed  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  East  Fife,  who 
has  a  burning  desire  for  Home  Bute, 
which  is  only  equalled  by  his  desire 
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i  know  what  Home  Rule  is. 
orely,the  right  hon.  Gentleman  below 
te  will  give  an  answer  to  the  hon. 
[ember  for  Fife  and  to  the  country, 
nd  when  we  know  what  they  mean 
y  Home  Bule  we  can  give  it  our 
orions  consideration.  I  should  like 
lao  to  say  a  word  or  two  in  reference 

0  another  great  question  which 
certainly  ought  not  to  be  a  matter  of 
party  politics,  and  that  is  the  question 
oi  our  policy  in  Egypt.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Newcastle  said  he  had 
never  expressed  an  opinion  in  favour 
of  immediate  evacuation.  That  may 
be  true,  Sir,  if  you  use  the  word  in 
reference  to  a  very  short  time,  but  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  said  he  hoped 
that  we  should  be  able  to  carry  out 
that  policy  before  the  end  of  the 
Session.  That  is  to  say,  it  was  a  ques- 
tion of  a  few  months.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Midlothian  and  his  colleagues 
lie  responsible  for  our  foreign  policy  in 
Egypt,  and  if  we  were  to  go  out  so 
•oon  as  that,  we  ought  never  to  have 
gone  there  at  all.  Why  did  we  send 
troops  there  and  spend  millions  of 
English  money  if  we  were  at  once 
ooming  away  again?  No  doubt  our 
position  in  Egypt  to  a  certain  extent 
is  one  of  danger,  but  I  maintain  that, 
looking  at  its  geographical  position, 
inarohy  and  misgovernment  of  Egypt 
b  a  greater  danger  than  our  occupation 
of  it,  and  therefore  we  should  not  be 
in  a  hurry  to  evacuate  the  country. 
My  right  hon.  Friend  the  Member 
far  Derby  made  some  rather  severe 
remarks  on  the  gracious  Speech  from 
the  Throne  in  reference  to  the  Bank 
of  England,  and  blamed  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  because  "  he  pro- 
duced an  essay  in  some  commercial 
cirob  where  it  was  little  understood." 

1  think  the  speech  of  the  Chancellor  of 

the  Exchequer  before  the  Chamber  of 

Commerce  was  very  lucid,  and  well 

understood  by  the  members.  There 
is  no  mare  fitting  place  to  which  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  could  go 


to  lay  his  views  before  his  fellow- 
countrymen  on  so  important  a  subject,, 
and  I  shall  be  expressing  the  views  of 
the  mercantile  community  when  I  say 
that  we  are  obliged  to  him  for  coming 
there  and  explaining  his  views  to  us* 
We  do  not  know  exactly  what  course 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  has. 
indicated  in  the  Queen's  Speech,  but 
I  presume  that  he  does  not  intend  to* 
introduce  any  change  in  the  currency 
of  the  country,  as  that  would  be  a 
matter  of  such  importance  as  to  re- 
require  a  paragraph  to  itself  in  the 
Speech.  The  arrangements  with  the 
Bank  of  England,  are  of  course,  of 
importance  also,  but  as  several  hon. 
Members  have  referred  to  measures 
they  would  have  been  pleased  to 
see  mentioned  in  the  Speech,  there - 
is  one  subject  I  should  have  been 
glad  to  see  in  it  myself.  We  hear  a 
great  deal  about  the  hours  of  labour 
and  an  Eight  Hours  Bill ;  but  there  is 
a  class  of  our  fellow-citizens  who  are 
working  twelve  or  fourteen  hours  a  day, 
and  I  say  this  on  the  authority  of  the 
unanimous  report  of  a  Committee  of 
this  House  specially  appointed  to  go- 
into  the  question.  It  reported  that  in 
many  places  small  shopkeepers  and 
shop  assistants  worked  as  much  as- 
eighty-four  hours  a  week — that  is  four- 
teen hours  a  day.  What  makes  it 
worse  is  that  thousands  and  thousands 
of  these  persons  are  not  strong 
men,  but  are  young  girls,  and  to 
have  young  girls  standing  for  fourteen 
hours  in  a  shop  is  perfectly  ruinous  to 
their  health.  Not  long  ago  I  presented 
a  petition  to  this  House,  signed  by 
the  Presidents  of  the  two  great  Medical 
Colleges,  and  more  than  half  the  leading 
medical  men  of  London,  calling  atten- 
tion to  the  great  and  sore  injury  done 
to  the  health  of  our  young  men  and 
women  by  these  long  hours.  I  am 
happy  to  say  this  is  no  question  of  a 
struggle  between  class  and  class ;  the 
small  shopkeepers  are  even  more  anxious 
than  the  shop  assistants  to  see  the 
hours  shortened.  What  they  ask  is 
that  the  House  shall  give  them  the 
power  to  regulate  the  hours,  which 
power  they  would  have  had  in  ancient 
times.  Now,  a  minority,  however 
small,  can  keep  all  the  shops  of  a  dis- 
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trict  open.  If  the  Government  had 
inserted  in  the  Speech  some  reference 
to  this  question,  they  would  have  been 
supported  by  the  shop-keeping  com- 
munity, and  by  the  Trades  Councils, 
which,  not  only  in  London,  but  in 
several  of  our  other  large  cities,  have 
passed  unanimous  resolutions,  calling 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  the 
subject.  In  the  case  of  the  London 
County  Council,  though  we  have  many 
divergences  of  opinion,  a  unanimous 
resolution  has  been  passed  praying  the 
House  to  intervene  in  the  question. 
This  is  a  matter  which  is  ripe  for 
solution,  and  any  Government  which 
will  take  it  up  will  be  taking  up  a 
subject  which  will  be  extremely 
popular  in  the  country,  and  will  have 
the  general  support  of  the  shop-keeping 
community.  If  they  will  not  deal 
with  the  matter  themselves,  I  would 
earnestly  appeal  to  them  to  support 
our  endeavours  to  arrive  at  a  solution 
of  the  question,  and  to  let  our  Bill 
be  referred  to  a  Select  Committee, 
where  the  whole  question  may  be 
thrashed  out.  Sir,  if  we  were  to  pass  a 
Bill  of  this  kind  in  the  last  Session  of 
this  Parliament  we  should  have  done 
a  great  and  good  work,  and  shall  have 
-carried  a  Bill  which  would  conduce  to 
the  health  and  happiness  of  thousands 
.  and  thousands  of  our  fellow  countrymen 
.  and  women. 
♦(10.40.)  Mr.  J.  B.  ELLIS  (Notting- 
ham, Rushcliffe) :  I  think,  Sir,  although 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Derby  referred  rather  happily  to 
the  many  measures  mentioned  in  the 
Speech  as  a"  catalogue  of  remanets," 
those  of  us  who  have  read  it  carefully 
will  be  of  opinion  that  there  are  amongst 
them  measures  which  will  require 
very  careful  consideration.  I  might 
enforce  my  remark  by  pointing  out 
that  no  less  than  ten  of  the  measures 
passed  last  Session  were  measures 
amending  Acts  which  had  been  passed 
by  the  present  Parliament.  I  noted 
that  the  Mover  of  the  Address  said 
that  the  Small  Holdings  Bill  would 
raise  the  whole  question  of  agricul- 
tural depression.  But  there  is  a  refer- 
ence in  the  Speech  to  another  Bill 
which  has  not  yet  received  any  atten- 
tion— that  which  says  a  Bill  will  be  laid 
before  the  House  for  relieving  public 
elementary  schools  from  the  present 
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burden  of  the  local  rates.  That  is  a  Bil 
which  will  raise  the  whole  questia 
of  the  two  classes  of  schools,  voluntar 
and  public  elementary  schools.  Clearh 
in  those  two  Bills  we  have  matte; 
for  somewhat  prolonged  discussion.  1 
any  illustration  be  needed  that  az 
ample  bill  of  fare  is  provided  k 
the  Queen's  Speech,  it  will  be  fount! 
in  the  last  item  of  the  twelve  ii 
the  programme — the  Employers'  lia- 
bility Bill.  I  shall  have  the  asseni 
of  some  of  the  supporters  of  the  Govern- 
ment when  I  say  that  the  reason  whj 
a  very  satisfactory  conclusion  was  n& 
arrived  at  in  regard  to  the  Bill  of  188 
was  that  we  were  hurried  into  Com- 
mittee without  a  proper  Second  Bead- 
ing Debate.  Most  of  us  in  the  Grand 
Committee  felt  that  the  Home  Secretary 
was  not  aware  of  the  numerous  points 
which  were  raised  by  the  Bill  On 
Wednesday  the  Home  Secretary  used 
the  expression,  the  hon.  Member  for 
Nottingham  was  personally  responsible 
for  the  defeat  of  that  Bill.  The 
hon.  Member  needs  no  defence  d 
his  action  from  me.  He  feels  ex- 
tremely keenly  on  this  matter ;  he  *as 
Secretary  of  the  Parliamentary  Com- 
mittee of  the  Trades  Union  CongreaB, 
and  in  every  step  he  took  he  had  foO 
approbation  of  those  whom  he  repre- 
sented. But  there  were  others  in  the 
Grand  Committee  who  took  the  same 
course  as  he  did  in  respect  to  the  Bill 
and  I,  for  one,  am  willing  to  assume 
full  responsibility  in  the  matter. 
If  the  right  hon.  Gentlemen  is  un- 
happily inclined  to  bring  forward  a 
Bill  of  the  same  character  it  will  pro- 
bably share  the  same  fate.  The  poid 
really,  is  whether  the  Bill  shall  be 
compulsory  or  not,  and  I  believe  h 
is  a  fact  that  those  mainly  interested 
have  distinctly  made  up  their  minds 
that  it  will  be  practically  worth- 
less unless  it  be  compulsory,  as  an  Ad 
of  Parliament  should  be  binding  upon 
all.  We  are  told,  as  usual,  in  the 
Speech  that  the  estimates  for  the  Publk 
Services  for  the  ensuing  year  will  be 
laid  before  us;  they  have  been  pro- 
pared  with  a  due  regard  to  financial 
economy.  I  am  not  concerned  to  den] 
the  statement  that  economy  of  tim< 
has  not  always  been  displayed  in  Com 
mittee.  We  shall  all  agree  tha 
this    discussion    of    Supply   is    oftei 
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a  most  unsatisfactory  character.     A  extension  of  Irish  Local  Government, 

at  deal   of  time  is  often  spent  on  The  Government  stands  in  a  peculiar 

re    or    less    microscopical    points,  position  in  regard  to  this  measure.     It 

ich    might    have    been    saved    for  is  practically  six  years  since  the  Govern - 

consideration   of   larger    matters,  ment  promised  an  Irish  Local  Govern- 

lat  are  the  facts  as  to  the  manner  in  ment  Bill.     When  we  met  after  the 

ich  the  Estimates  are  brought  for-  General  Election  in  1886  we  heard  the 

rd  ?    I  will  not  weary  the  House  in  then    Chancellor    of    the    Exchequer 

the  figures  which  might  be  given  on  getting  up  on  behalf  of  the  Government, 

point ;  I  will  take  those  of  1891.  with     their    approval,   and     use   this 

3  House  sat  140  days,  and  I  will  language — 

r  refer  to  the  Civil  Service  Estimates  « i  now  eome  to  the  third  question— that  of 

the     Revenue  Estimates.       They  Irish  Local  Government— on  which  I  can  only 

OUnted  to  28  millions  sterling.  There  *»y  that  it  is  the  intention  of  Her  Majesty's 

re    Votes     on     Account    of    eight  £^7^ 

,.           ,   ,                  .,        ifTxu    ir      u  hope  will  be  one  of  due  length,  to  the  careful 

lions    taken    on    the    17th    March  consideration  of  the  question  of  Local  Govern- 

1     the     25th     May,    leaving     20  ment" 

lions  to  be  dealt  with  in  Committee  ^d  he  goes  on  to  sav— 

Supply.     The  first  day  the  House  6                    J 

re  to  Committee  of  Supply  was  the  "  *■*  l  may  remind  the  House  feat  it  is  not 

a      »i    xi-     titiL  j         £  il    a  altogether  without  guidance  as  to  the  mind  of 

i  April,  the  57th  day  of  the  Session ;  ihe   Government   on   this  question,   as  the 

it  the  28th  and  29th  May,  the  fourth  Queen's  Speech  announced  their  intention  to 
f  not  being  till  the   16th  June,  and  introduce  a  BUI  for  extending  Local  Govern- 
mextthe  9th  July.  Of  the20  millions  ment  in  England  as  well  as  Ireland." 
ly  £1,200,000  was  voted  in  April,  He    also  said  that  simultaneity  and 
.y,    and    June,    and    in    July    ten  similarity  of  treatment  were,  as  far  as 
llions    was   voted    for    Civil     Ser-  ibl    to  be  ^    ^  in  the  devel 
%     and     eight     millions     for    the  ,    .                ,       ,           ,           A  r 
venue  Estimates.  That  is  to  say,  that  ment  of  a  general  and  popular  system 
millions  were  voted  in  July,  after  the  of  ^al  Self -Government  in  the  four 
rase  had  been  sitting  over  a  hundred  countries  which  make  up  the  United 
ys  out  of   the  hundred  and  forty.  Kingdom.     Simultaneity  has  gone  by 
lerefore,  out    of  each    pound    ster-  the  board,  and  we  shall  see  how  much 
g   the    Committee  voted   of   these  of    the    8imilarity  there  is    in    th 
Annates  one  and  threepence  in  April,  ww%fta„w,a    ^    +u*    n                 .      , 
sy,  and  June,  and  eighteen  and  nine-  meas™es    °*    the    Government   when 
nee  in  July.     On  the  last  day  of  July  we    hear     the    explanation     on    the 
d  the  early  hours  of  the  first  day  of  introduction    of    the    Bill.       I  must 
igust  ten  millions  were  voted  away,  say   that,  having    regard   to  what    I 
lo  not  think,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  is  a  have  called  the  attention  of  the  House 
ry  satisfactory  method  of  conducting  t     j  wa9  a8toni8hed  to  hear  the  j^ 
a  business  of  Supply.     A  Committee  T  ~  a  ~*  *u    m-                   Au-    i 
k  on  the  subject  in  1888,  and'made  a  Lord  of  the  Treasury  use  this  language 
ry  interesting  Report,  which  might  on  Tuesday  last  when  pressed  by  the 
mmand  the  attention  of  the  House.  nSht  hon-  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
)     doubt      some      of      the     sug-  Derby,  acting  as  Leader  of  the  Opposi- 
tions   are     more     or     less    dras-  tion,  on  behalf  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
»   reforms,    and    they    have    been  m**  the  Member  for  Midlothian.   He 
jected  to  from  various  parts  of  the  8aic* 

Kise,    but    I    hope    we    shall    have  "He  asks   me   whether   the   Irish  Local 

tte  early   opportunity   of  discussing  Government  BUI  would  be  read  a  second  time 

;»  ~-4.±«l  «+ if^^v»      t  u~~*  «i«rs  +u«+  before  Easter.    It  is  impossible  for  me  to  give 

is  matter  at  length.    I  hope  also  that  ftbgolute  pledge  upoTthat  subject" 

a  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  will  A    ,  ,,        ,      .                   ., 

re  us  some  assurance  that  Supply  £nd  then'  ^avin8  &™n  other  reasonB' 

0  be  brought  forward  early  and  at  he  Z™*  on  to  »y— 

rahur  intervals,  so  that  we  may  know  "  JJ^uldItbe?  *??•*»*.  "V1*  .P»?«" 

«•  we  are  in  this  matter.      The  ^d,^^^^diIS,a,^i 

ACTpal  measure    mentioned    in   the  be  introduced  as  soon  as  this  Debate  is  over, 

eeeh  is  undoubtedly  the  Bill  for  the  and  that  when  it  is  not  necessarily  completed, 
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but  as  soon  as  it  is  in  an  advanced  condition,  I 
shall  propose  to  give  the  Irish  Local  Govern- 
ment measure  a  Second  Beading." 

Surely  a  measure  referred  to  in  more 
than  one  Queen's  Speech,  and  respect- 
ing which  such  pledges  were  given  six 
years  ago,  should  not  take  second 
place  to  a  Small  Holdings  Bill 
which  was  only  thought  of  the 
other  day  by  the  Government. 
(Cheers.)  We  are  all  aware  that 
Irish  Local  Government  is  not  Home 
Rule  for  Ireland  (cheers) ;  and  I 
am  speaking  on  behalf  of  my  con- 
stituents when  I  assure  hon.  Members 
below  the  Gangway  that  nothing  that 
has  happened  in  Ireland  within  the  last 
12  months  has  in  any  way  lessened 
our  desire  to  do  our  part  in  securing 
for  them  a  satisfactory  measure  of  self- 
government  (Cheers).  We  believe  that 
it  is  only  in  that  way  that  we  can  offer 
them  some  atonement  for  the  wrongs 
of  bygone  years,  wrongs  inflicted  upon 
their  country  by  this  country,  and  we 
hope  and  believe  that  now  in  a  very 
short  time  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  Midlothian 
will  have  the  opportunity  of  inducing 
the  House  to  sanction  a  measure 
which  will  at  length  bring  happiness  and 
prosperity  to  Ireland.    (Cheers.) 

(11.5.)  Mr.  J.  G.  SWIFT  MAC 
NEILL  (Donegal,  S.) :  Before  re- 
ferring to  the  Motion  which  stands  in  my 
name,  I  wish  to  make  one  reference  to 
the  speech  of  Lord  Salisbury  at  Exeter, 
which  has  been  so  frequently  alluded 
to  in  the  course  of  this  Debate.  I 
must  say  that  Mr.  Lecky  does  not  bear 
out  the  noble  Lord  in  his  remarks,  and 
that  it  is  proved  by  historical  records 
that  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland 
took  no  part  in  the  American  War  of 
Independence.  Mr.  Froude,  whom  I 
am  sure  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will 
accept  as  an  authoritative  historian, 
deals  with  the  question  in  the  same 
manner.  According  to  these  authori- 
ties, it  would  appear  that  England,  in 
the  great  War  of  Independence,  had  no 
fiercer  enemies  to  contend  against  than 
the  great  grandsons  of  the  Presby- 
terians of  Ulster.  One  cannot  help 
thinking  that  the  near  approach 
of    the    General    Election    must  have 

Mr.  J.  E.  Ellis 


disturbed  the  historical  recollections 
of  the  noble  Lord,  and  that  it 
was  only  these  things  which  led 
him  into  the  misstatements  of  matters 
that  have  been  decided  upon  historical 
records.  Having  said  so  much  upon  a 
subject  that  has  been  referred  to  con- 
stantly in  the  course  of  the  Debate,  I 
will  now  proceed,  with  the  permission 
of  the  House,  to  move  the  Amendment 
I  have  upon  the  Paper. 

Mr.  SPEAEEB:  The  Amendment 
which  appears  on  the  Paper  contains 
a  number  of  subjects  it  would  not  be 
proper  to  move  upon  an  Address  to  the 
Queen's  Speech.  What  I  wish  to  point 
out  to  the  hon.  Member  is  that  some 
portions  of  his  Amendment  are  not 
relevant. 

Mb.  MAC  NEILL :  So  you  have  ex- 
plained to  me,  Mr.  Speaker ;  and  I  have 
therefore  altered  the  Amendment  so  as 
to  meet  your  wishes,  and  I  beg  to 
move,  as  an  addition  to  the  Address* 
the  following  paragraph  : — 

"  And  we  humbly  regret  that  Tour  Majesty^ 
Speech  from  the  Throne  contains  nopropoo* 
for  redeeming  the  pledges  so  frequently  jm» 
by  various  Governments  that  natives  of  Grat 
Britain  and  natives  of  India  should  be  pltesi 
on  terms  of  equality  in  the  matter  of  sppotai" 
ments  in  the  Public  Service,  and  in  faoUtiea 
in  competing  for  such  appointments." 
I  may  say  that  I  am  glad  that  my 

Amendment  has  been  pruned,  because 
it  would  be  impossible  for  me,  in  the 
time  I  have  at  my  disposal — with  the 
permission  of  the  House — to  refer  to 
the  various  subjects  that  occur  upon  the 
Address,  and  to  which  I  would  wishio 
refer.  My  object  is  to  call  attention  to 
the  enorjnity  of  the  various  grievances 
under  which  these  280,000,000,  under 
control  of  the  British  Government, 
exist.  I  should  state  that  in  this 
matter  the  promises  of  the  last  half- 
century  have  been  deliberately  broken;. 
that  they  have  been  broken  over  and  over 

again,  and  I  would  remind  the  House 
that  it  has  been  over  and  over  again 
stated,  both  in  this  House  and  by  those 
at  the  head  of  the  Indian  Government, 
that  there  should  be  no  distinction 
made  in  the  matter  of  appointments 
between  natives  of  India  and  natives  of 
Great  Britain — that  all  should  compete 
upon   equal    terms   in    the   matter  of 
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hose  appointments.  The  Act  of  Parlia- 
lent  of  1833,  in  fact,  states  that  no 
Ative  of  the  territory  of  Iudia,  nor 
ny  natural-born  subject,  should,  by  rea- 
oii only  of  his  religion,  &c.,  be  disabled 
rom  holding  any  place  in  the  Go- 
ernment  of  India.  Fifty  years  after 
hat  Lord  Salisbury  talks  about  the 
•  black  man,"  and,  forgetting  the 
ledges  that  have  been  made  to  India, 
e  practically  repudiates  all  the  engage- 
ments that  have  been  previously  entered 
ito.  Indeed,  I  do  not  see  the  use  of 
bis  political  hypocrisy  about  the  people 
f  India  knowing  that  they  are  being 
1  governed  by  a  superior  race,"  and  in 
his  regard  I  wish  to  call  the  attention 
if  the  House  to  a  statement  made  by 
jord  Northbrook,  who  was  speaking  at 
Birmingham.    He  said — 

M  Lot  us  never  forget  that  it  is  our  duty  to 
govern  India,  not  for  our  own  profit  and  ad- 
vantage, but  for  the  benefit  of  the  people  of 
oadia." 

Fhis  is  the  test  which  should  apply 
bo  the  Indian  Question,  and  this  simple 
test  I  place  before  the  House  with  con- 
fidence, in  the  belief  that  it  has  not  been 
met.  How,  I  ask,  has  that  duty,  so 
specifically  laid  down  in  that  sentence, 
wen  fulfilled  by  the  English  Govern- 
ment ?  How  has  it  been  carried  out  ? 
Mr.  Bright  upon  one  occasion,  express- 
ing his  opinions  in  language  which  was 
mays  expressive  and  to  the  point :  Mr. 
Bright,  long  before  he  became  a  Liberal 
Unionist,  said : — 

*  India  has  now  become  the  pasture-ground 
Cor    smart     young     English      gentlemen." 

Every  office,  every  emolument   worth 

having  in  India  is  given  to  Englishmen, 

ttd  notwithstanding  all  the  promises ; 

ttd  all  the  Acts  of  Parliament,   the 

natives  are,  by  various  simple  processes, 

boycotted  and  cheated  out  of  everything 

in  their  own  land.  I  have  spoken  about 

promises  made  in  regard  to  India,  and 

I  think  these  promises,  and  the  way 

they  have  been  fulfilled,    show   that 

there  is  "  something  rotten  in  the  State 

of  Denmark."     There  was  a  promise 

made  on  the  1st  of  January  by  Lord 

Lytton.    Lord  Lytton  has  gone,  and  I 

do  not  wish  to  say  much  about  him, 

for  there    is  always    respect  in    the 

minds  of  hon.  Members,  and  of  the 

nation,   for  those   who   have  passed 

i way;  bat  this  I  will  say,  that  I  believe 

VOL.  I.  [new  series.] 


there  is  no  one  who  more  threw  him- 
self into  the  arms  of  the  official  class 
than  he  did,  and  that  he  did  it  more 
than  any  other  Indian  Viceroy  that  we 
have  known.  He  has  assured  us  of 
the  way  in  which  the  people  are  treated. 
There  are  other  transactions  to  which, 
being  of  a  personal  nature,  I  do  not 
wish  to  refer,  but  at  all  events  we  have 
it  upon  the  most  indisputable  authority 
that — 

"  The  natives  of  India,  whatever  their  race 
or  creed,  have  a  recognised  claim  to  share 
largely  with  their  English  subjects,  according 
to  their  capacity,  to  the  administration  of 
affairs." 

That  was  the  public  expression 
of  opinion  of  Lord  Lytton  ;  but  I 
should  remind  the  House  that  the 
same  opinion  was  expressed  in  private, 
as  shown  by  the  letter  read  from 
Lord  Lytton  by  Mr.  Bradlaugh  in  the 
Debate  of  1888,  Lord  Lytton  being 
then  Ambassador  in  Paris,  and  in 
which  he  admitted  that  both  the 
Indian  Government  and  the  English 
Government  were  unable  to  answer  the 
charge  of  having  broken  the  promises 
made.  In  fact,  we  have  had  to  choose 
between  prohibiting  them  and  cheating 
them  in  regard  to  those  appointments, 
and  all  the  circumstances  go  to  show 
that  we  have  chosen  the  latter  course. 
We  simply  pay  no  regard  to  the 
promises  that  have  been  made  by 
successive  Governments  in  regard  to 
Indian  appointments.  In  1853  there 
was  a  Commission  of  Inquiry  into  the 
state  of  India ;  the  question  of  public 
competition  was  brought  up,  and  the 
present  Lord  Derby,  then  Lord  Stanley, 
said  it  was  simply  absurd  that  native 
gentlemen  should  come  over  here  and 
spend  so  many  expensive  years  in 
trying  to  qualify  for  those  appoint- 
ments ;  that,  in  fact,  it  was  as  absurd 
and  unfair  to  ask  them  to  come  to 
London  and  qualify  as  it  would  be  to 
ask  us  to  go  to  India  and  learn 
the  language  of  Hindostan  and 
to  compete  with  them  upon  their  own 
grounds.  In  1860  there  was  at  the 
India  Office  a  departmental  Civil 
Service  inquiry,  and  in  the  Report  that 
was  issued  from  that  inquiry  the 
words  of  Lord  Lytton  are  repeated ; 
that  we  have  really  kept  the  promise  to 
the  ear  and  yet  broken  it  to  the  faith. 
But  that  was  not  the  only  judgment 

R 


399 


Address  in 


(COMMONS} 


Answer  to  Her 


460 


from  high  officials.  In  1869  the  Duke  of 
Argyll  was  Secretary  of  State  for  India, 
and  he  also  confesses  that  in  the  matter 
of  appointments  the  natives  had  not  been 
given  a  fair  chance  ;  that  the  promises 
which  had  been  made  to  them  had 
not  been  kept.  I  maintain  that  this  is 
a  very  scandalous  state  of  things,  and 
that  our  Government  in  India  savours 
too  much  of  hypocrisy.  Let  us,  I 
should  say,  tell  the  truth,  and  let  us 
get  rid  of  this  hypocrisy  by  which  we 
keep  the  natives  of  India  out  of  appoint- 
ments. In  1885  the  number  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Civil  Service  was  900,  and 
only  9  were  natives,  it  being  shown  that 
the  returning  from  this  country  of  candi- 
dates for  appointment  would  tax  any 
person  other  than  those  of  independent 
means. 

Mr.  CURZON  :  From  what  are  vou 
quoting  ? 

Mb.  MAC  NEILL:  I  am  quoting 
from  a  speech  made  in  September, 
1885,  in  Birmingham,  John  Bright  being 
in  the  chair,  and  the  remarks  relate  to 
the  higher  branches  of  the  Civil  Service 
in  India.  It  appears  from  that  that 
there  are  2,357  appointments ;  and 
that  of  all  these  offices,  represent- 
ing 282,000,000  of  the  Indian 
people,  natives  only  held  188.  It  is, 
in  fact,  as  difficult  for  natives  to  get 
an  appointment  in  India  as  it  has  been 
for  a  Roman  Catholic  to  get  an  appoint- 
ment in  Ireland ;  they  are,  in  fact, 
weeded  out  of  the  national  life  and 
systematically  and  cruelly  ignored.  In 
1886  it  was  stated  that  in  the  Province 
of  Madras  there  was  only  three 
natives  employed,  so  that  we  have 
treated  India  as  we  have  treated  Ire- 
land, and  just  in  the  same  sense  as  if 
it  were  an  exaggerated  Ireland.  Lord 
Salisbury  has  said  in  1883  that  the 
Indians  knew  perfectly  well  that  they 
were  "  being  governed  by  a  superior 
race,"  but  I  maintain  that  they  are 
being  cheated  by  that  superior  race, 
and  that  we  deprive  them  of  the  means 
of  appointment  because  we  think  them 
an  inferior  race.  The  India  Office  has 
promised  to  give  this  matter  considera- 
tion, and  I  would  ask  the  House  to 
consider  that  the  result  of  our  inter- 
ference in  India  is  that  we  find  the 
poorest  people  in  the  world    saddled 

Mr.  Mac  Neill 


with  the  most  expensive  Government 
If  we  govern  India  upon  the  principle 
of  benefitting  those  who  have  charge  of 
it,  then  let  us  say  so  ;  but,  considering 
the  enormous  salaries  we  pay,  and  the 
fact  that  the  Government  of  India  » 
carried  on  for  our  own  purposes,  then  let 
us    make    an    end    of   the    folly  and 
hypocrisy    of   saying    that    we  desire 
to  give  anything  like  preference  to  the 
appointment  of  natives.     It  would  not 
have  been  necessary  for  me  to  movie 
this  Amendment  if  Mr.  Bradlaugh  had 
been  here;    but   officials   have   taken 
advantage  of  Mr.  Bradlaugh's  death, 
and  I  must  say  that  since   1888  the 
Government  of  India  has  shown  itself 
cruel  and  heartless  in  this  matter.     I 
wish  to  say  that,  wanting  Mr.   Brad- 
laugh,   we,   the  Irish  Members,  shall 
bring  forward  the  question  ;  and  if  we 
may  not  be  able  to  remedy  the  griev- 
ances of  the  people  of  India,  we  will  at 
least  be  able   to  ventilate  their  case 
before  the  English  people.  A  deputation 
is  coming  over  from  India,  and  their 
voice,   I    can    assure    hon.    Memhen 
opposite,  will  be  heard  at  the  approach- 
ing General  Election. 

Amendment  proposed, 

At  tho  end  of  the  Question  to  add  the 
words:  "And  wc  humbly  regret  thai  Tow 
Majesty's  Speech  from  the  Throne  content 
no  proposals  for  redeeming  the  pledges  st 
frequently  given  by  various  Governments  that 
natives  of  Great  Britian  and  natives  of  India 
should  l>e  placed  on  terms  of  equality  \m  li« 
matter  of  appointments  in  the  public  serriet 
and  in  facilities  in  competing  for  seek 
appointments."—  (Mr.  Mac  Stilt.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those 
words  be  there  added." 

-(11.30.)  The  UNDER  SECRETARY 
of  STATE  poii  INDIA  (Mr.  G.  N. 
Curzon,  Lancashire,  Southport) :  The 
Amendment  now  moved  by  the  hon. 
Member,  whose  courteous  reference  to 
myself  I  acknowledge,  has  assumed  a 
very  different  form  from  that  in  which 
it  first  appeared  on  the  Paper.  In  the 
form  in  which  the  notice  appears  on 
the  Orders  of  the  Day  the  Amendment 
commences  by  humbly  representing  to 
Her  Majesty  the  views  entertained 
by  the  hon.  Member  upon  certain  legis- 
lative proposals  to  be  submitted  to  the 
House,  and  then  goes  on  to  complasi 
of  five    alleged   omissions   from   tho 
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eech  from  the  Throne.  The  first 
use  of  complaint  is  the  absence  of  any 
erence  to  the  status  of  Civil  servants 
India,  the  second  has  reference  to 

>  Opium  Question;  the  third  to  the  Salt 
x ;  the  fourth  to  the  advancement  of 
lucation,  and  the  fifth  to  the  develop- 
mt  of  the  material  and  industrial 
iouroes  of  our  Indian  Empire.  Well, 
ten  I  read  this  catalogue  of  alleged 
dssions  from  the  Queen's  Speech 
*wn  up  by  the  hon.  Member  for  South 
negal  (Mr.  Mac  Neill),  I  confess  I 
mewhat  trembled  to  think  what  kind 
a  document  a  Queen's  Speech  would 

if  drawn  up  by  the  hon.  Member. 
ilky  it  undoubtedly  would  be,  what- 
er  interest  might  be  added  to  it  by 
)  fascinations  of  the  hon.  Member's 
4e.  However,  Sir,  under  your 
idance  the  hon.  Member  has  curtailed 
i  Amendment,  and  has  accordingly 
lplified  my  task,  and  imposed  a  less 
lin  upon  the  time  and  attention  of 

>  House.  It  now  falls  to 
r  duty  to  answer  upon  the 
iicular  point  raised  by  the  hon. 
mber,  namely,  the  position  of  the 
rfl  Service  in  India.  The  hon.  Mem- 
*  complains  that  the  Queen's  Speech 
tains  no  proposals  for  redeeming 
^  pledges  so  frequently  given  by 
ions  Governments,  that  natives  of 
oat  Britain  and  natives  of  India 
raid  be  placed  on  terms  of  equality 
the  matter  of  appointments  in  the 
Uio  Service.  The  hon.  Gentleman 
Dmenoed  his  speech  by  quoting  the 
DQ8yof  the  well-known  Statute  of 
lliam  IV.  He  quoted  those  terms 
rectly,  and  the  inference  he  drew  as 
the  obligations  they  impose  on  the 
ituh  Government  is  perfectly  correct. 
t  when  the  hon.  Member  went  on  to 

that  the  British  Government  had 
iberately  broken  faith,  and  when  in 
•king  of  the  action  of  the  British 
vernment  he  used  the  word  "  hypo- 
ly  "  and  other  severe  epithets,  there 
m  compelled  to  meet  him  with  an 
•dote  contradiction.    I  hope  I  shall 

able  to  show  the  House  that  the 
ns  of  the  Proclamation  of  William 

have  been  endorsed  and  ratified  by 
sessive   Governments.     When  the 


Queen  took  over  the  Government  of 
India  in  1858  her  Proclamation  in  so 
doing  contained  an  emphatic  reiteration 
of  the  assurance,  and  ever  since  the 
Government  of  India  has  consistently 
and  conscientiously  made  efforts  to 
carry  out  that  assurance.  Since  1867 
successive  Viceroys  have  considered 
means  for  utilising  more  and  more  the 
services  of  Indian  subjects  of  Her 
Majesty  in  the  higher  appointments,  and 
those  efforts  culminated  during  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  late  Lord  Lytton, 
and  in  the  creation  in  1879  of  the 
statutory  Civil  Service. 

Mr.  MAC  NEILL  :  I  remember  that, 
but  I  have  referred  to  the  letter  from 
Lord  Lytton. 

Mr.  CURZON  :  But  I  am  referring 
to  something  more  than  a  private  letter. 
I  am  referring  to  rules  passed  by  Lord 
Lytton  under  a  Statute  on  the  Statute 
Book.  I  say,  in  1879  Lord  Lytton 
was  responsible  for  the  creation  of  the 
statutory  Civil  Service,  and,  under 
that  scheme,  one-fifth  of  the  annual 
appointments  to  the  Civil  Service  of 
India  was  reserved  for  natives  of 
India,  and  without  the  disagreeable 
penalty  of  which  the  hon.  Member 
has  so  severely  complained,  namely, 
the  necessity  of  coming  to  England  for 
the  purpose  of  examination.  It  is 
perfectly  true  that  the  Queen's  Speech 

contains  no  proposals  with  reference  to 
the  status  of  European  and  Native 
Members  of  the  Indian  Civil  Service ; 
and  the  reason  is  this,  that  the  pro- 
posals to  which  the  hon.  Member 
alludes  have  become,  or  are  in  course 
of  becoming,  accomplished  facts.  I  am 
loth  to  accuse  the  hon.  Member  of  igno- 
rance, yet  I  am  compelled  to  think  that 
he  must  be  unaware  of  the  progress  of 
recent  events  in  India.  The  Public 
Service  there  is  undergoing  a  process  of 
complete  re-organization.  But  the 
hon.  Member  has  never  so  much  as 
alluded  to  the  Public  Service  Commis- 
sion which,  a  few  years  ago,  was  ap- 
pointed in  India. 

Mr.  MAC  NEILL:  Yes,  I  know. 
Four  years  ago. 

Mr.  CURZON  :  It  was  composed  of 
representative  and  influential  men,  15 
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in   number.     It    contained    five    Civil 
servants,   one  representative  of    non- 
official  Europeans,   one  representative 
of    the    Eurasians,    one    of     the  Un- 
covenanted  Civil  Service,  and  six  re- 
presentative native  gentlemen.     If  the 
hon.  Member  appears  to  doubt  or  dis- 
pute the  representative  character  of  this 
Commission,  let  me  mention  the  names 
of    some  of    these   native    gentlemen. 
The    name    of    Sir  Romesh   Chunder 
Mitter,    a  Judge  of  the   High   Court, 
will  be  familiar  to  any  one  conversant 
with  Indian  affairs.     He  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the   Commission.     The  name  of 
Raja    Pertab    Singh   is   well    known, 
as  is  also  that  of  Syad  Ahmed  Khan, 
the  leader  of  the  Mohammedan  move- 
ment, and  there  was  also  an  ex-Prime 
Minister  of  Baroda.     This  Commission 
appointed  in   1886  carried  on  its  in- 
vestigations in  India,  and  two   years 
later  a  Blue  Book   was  laid  on   the 
Table  of  this  House,  showing  the  steps 
proposed  by  the  Secretary  of  State  to 
carry  out  the  policy  in  furtherance  of 
which  this  Commission  was  appointed. 
And    what  were  its  proposals?    This 
is  a  point  the   hon.    Gentleman  has 
entirely  ignored,  and  if  these  matters 
were  known  to  him  I  hardly  think  he 
could  have  made  the  speech  he  has  just 
made.   It  is  proposed  to  divide  the  Pub- 
lic Service  as  before  into  two  branches, 
but  both  will  be  re-organised  and  re- 
christened.  The  first  will  be  the  existing 
Covenanted  Civil  Service,  but  under  the 
new  proposals  this  will  be  called  the 
Imperial  Service ;  it  will  be  recruited 
by  competition  in  England,   and  will 
be  open,  without  distinction  of  race,  to 
all     natural-born     subjects     of     Her 
Majesty.     The  second  branch  is  to  be 
called  the  Provincial  Service,  and  will 
be  recruited  solely  in  India,   and  in 
each  Province    separately  ;   on    such 
terms  as  will  attract  local  gentlemen 
possessing  the  necessary  qualifications. 
Members  of  this  Service  will   hold  the 
higher  appointments  of  the  existing  Un- 
covenanted    Service,   together  with    a 
certain  number  of  appointments  now 
reserved    by    law  or  practice  to  the 
Covenanted    Service,    which    will    be 
thrown  open  to  the  Provincial  Service. 
And  what  is  the  character  of  the  ap- 

ilfr.  Ourzon 


pointments  alluded  to?  At  this 
moment,  Sessions  judgeships  and  col- 
lectorships  of  districts  are  reserved  to 
the  Covenanted  Civil  Service,  but 
under  the  scheme  of  re-organisation 
about  a  third  of  the  Sessions  judgeships, 
and  a  sixth  of  the  collectorshijps  of  dis- 
tricts, as  well  as  other  appointments, 
will  be  thrown  open  to  the  Provincial 
Service,  which  will  be  recruited,  as 
I  have  explained,  in  India  itseE 
The  whole  object  of  the  proposals  is  to 
open  up  to  natives  of  India  a  larger 
share  of  the  higher-class  appointments 
than  they  are  now  eligible  for,  and 
many  of  which  are  now  reserved  to 
the  Covenanted  Service.  The  result  will 
be  that  not  only  will  many  more 
native  gentlemen  attain  to  positions  of 
distinction,  but  there  will  be  two 
branches  of  the  Service — one  recruited 
in  England,  the  other  in  India,  both  being 
subject  to  regulations  as  to  status  ana 
pay,  which  will  apply  equally  to  the 
European  and  Native  members  of  these 
Services.  But  the  point  upon  which 
the  hon.  Member  laid  particular  stress 
was  the  hardship,  as  he  considered  H» 
of  holding  examinations  for  the  Indian 
Civil  Service  in  England.  But  he  did 
not  suggest  any  alternative  scheme.        ] 

Mr.  MACNEILL:  Oh,   yes  1   The 
hon.  Gentleman  is  perfectly  well  aware 
of  the  system  of  University  examina- 
tions in  various  districts  for  various 
staff  appointments,  and  similarly  might 
examinations  be  held  in  different  parts 
of  India.     I  wish  to  simplify  the  hon. 
Gentleman.      (Laughter.)    I  wish  to 
simplify  matters,  and  I  may  state  that 
the    International    College    last   De- 
cember passed  a  resolution  in  favour 
of    simultaneous    examinations    being 
held,  and  that  is  the  pith  and  gist  of 
the  whole  matter. 

Mr.  CURZON  :  I  am  grateful  to  the 
hon.  Gentleman  for  his  desire  to  con- 
tribute towards  my  simplicity  ;  he  has 
equally  contributed  to  my  understand* 
ing.  I  think  now  I  understand  his 
point;  he  would  have  a  system  of  simul- 
taneous examinations  in  India.  Bat  is 
he  aware  that  this  point  was  discussed, 
analysed,  examined,  and  reported  upon 
by  the  Commission  to  which  I  have 
referred  ? 
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doubt  if  the  House  has  any  idea  of  the 
number  of  natives  usefully  occupying 
permanent  posts  in  the  Public  Service|of 
India.  Facts  and  figures  outweigh  much 
declamation  ;  and  the  exact  proportion 
is  as  follows.  I  take,  first,  the  Uncove- 
nanted  Civil  Service,  and  here  the  hon. 
Gentleman  was  quite  unconsciously 
guilty  of  an  inversion  of  figures  at  which 
the  House  will  be  surprised.  He  told  us 
on  the  authority  of  a  speech  which,  I 
think,  he  said  was  an  electioneering 
speech,  that  the  proportion  in  the  Un- 
covenanted  Service  of  Europeans  to 
the  natives  of  India  was,  in  1885, 
Europeans  2,357  to  natives  188. 

Mr.   MACNEILL:    In  the   higher 
branches. 


Mb.  MAG  NEILL :  I  know  that. 

Mb.  CURZON :  The  Public  Service 
ommission,  the  representative  charac- 
ir  of  which  I  have  explained,  and  which 
icluded  native  gentlemen  of  great  posi- 
on,  unanimously  decided  against  a 
yrstem  of  simultaneous  examinations  in 
adia.     They  reported  that — 

"An  open  competition  in  India  for  the 
ovenanted  Civil  Service  would  operate  with 
■equality,  excluding  altogether  some  iropor- 
int  classes  of  the  community  while  giving 
■doe  advantage  to  others.  The  question  is 
imply  one  as  to  the  qualifications  required, 
no  the  arrangements  under  which  officers 
ipesenring  such  qualifications  can  best  be 
soared.  The  object  of  the  Government  of 
ndia  in  recruiting  in  England  a  limited  staff 
it  officers,  who,  after  a  training  in  India,  might 
le  entrusted  with  the  more  executive  and 
udicial  charges,  was  (inter  alia)  to  secure 
a  administration  conducted  so  far  as  possible 
m  orinciples  and  by  methods  in  harmony  with 
■ooern  civilization." 

The  hon.  Member  will  find  this  in  the 
Blue  Book  for  1888.  I  would  also  draw 
attention  to  the  fact  that  three  of 
the  principal  native  members  of  the 
Commission,  while  they  did  not 
altogether  share  the  apprehensions 
of  their  colleagues  as  to  the  probable 
results  of  simultaneous  examinations 
in  India  and  the  United  Kingdom, 
yet  said  that  the  scheme  unanimously 
recommended  by  the  Commission — 

*  wis  well  calculated  to  secure  for  India  the 
object  they  had  in  view,  and  was  not  open  to 
the  objections  urged  against  simultaneous 
twmhutiona  in  England  and  India. 

I  may  further  point  out  that  the  ob- 
jection raised  to  the  limit  of  age  imposed 
on  natives  of  India  coming  to  England 
far  examination    has    been    removed, 

that  limit  having  been  raised  from  19  to 
28  years,  which  undoubtedly  provides 
greater  facilities  to  Natives  to  come 
over  to  compete.    But  on  the  general 

iuestion  I  have  still  to  meet  the  hon. 
[ember.  From  his  speech  it  might  be 
inferred  that  the  natives  of  India  bear  a 
small  and  wholly  disproportionate  part 
in  the  administration  of  their  country. 
The  hon.  Member,  with  a  rhetorical 
hyperbole  derived  from  his  native 
country,  spoke  of  the  natives  of 
India  being  "  boycotted "  out  of  all 
employment,  and  then  he  proceeded 
to  give  figures  to  the  House  which 
it   will  ftul  to  my  lot    to   upset.   I 


Mr.  CURZON  :  Now,  I  think  the 
House  will  be  surprised  to  know  that 
the  figures  are  just  the  other  way  about. 
The  Report  of  the  Public  Service  Com- 
mission shows  that  in  the  higher  ranks 
of  the  executive  and  judicial  branches 
of  the  Uncovenanted  Civil  Service 
— excluding  the  special  departments — 
there  were  2,588  officers,  of  whom  2,449 
were  natives  of  India,  and  only  35  were 
Europeans  not  domiciled  in  India 
at  the  time  of  appointment.  It  is 
also  fair  to  say,  in  speaking  of  these 
officers,  that  it  would  be  a  mistake  to 
suppose  that  they  are  engaged  only 
in  the  humbler  and  less  important 
official  duties.  That  is  not  so  at  all. 
The  work  entrusted  to  them  is  of  great 
importance ;  it  is  with  them  that  the 
great  mass  of  the  people  are  brought 
into  contact,  and  a  large  proportion 
of  the  disputes  connected  with  revenue, 
magisterial,  and  civil  matters,arising  out 
of  the  ordinary  relations  of  man  with 
man  have  to  be  decided  by  these  officers. 
Nearly  the  whole  of  the  civil  judicial 
business  throughout  India,  including 
a  great  part  of  that  in  the  Apellate 
Courts,  is  transacted  by  natives. 
Native  Judges  have  jurisdiction  in  all 
civil  suits  over  Europeans  and  natives 
alike,  without  distinction  of  nationality. 
The  duties  of  the  Executive  branch 
are  hardly  less  responsible  and  im- 
portant. I  now  proceed  to  deal  with 
the  Covenanted  Civil  Service — if  the 
hon.  Member  will  give  me  his  atten- 
tion— and  here,  again,  I  am  compelled 
to  correct  the  figures  which,  on  the 
authority  of  an  electioneering  speech, 
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he  has  put  before  the  House.  The  hon.  Calcutta,  one  each  in  Madras,  Bombay, 
Member  said  that  in  1885  the  propor-  and  the  North- West  Provinces,  or  six 
tion  of  Europeans  to  natives  was  900  in  all.  Colleges  for  the  encouragement 
to  9.  Let  me  give  my  figures.  In  of  engineering  have  been  specially  estab- 
January,  1888,  the  number  ot  superior  lished  in  India,  where  every  effort  is 
officers  of  the  Indian  Civil  Administra-  made  to  attract  natives  into  this  im- 
tion  was  964  Europeans  to  59  Natives,  portant  branch  of  the  Public  Service. 
Since  1874,  notwithstanding  the  con-  I  do  not  know  that  it  is  necessary 
tinually  increasing  demands  for  im-  to  say  much  more  in  defence  of 
proved  administration,  the  European  our  position.  I  might  allude  to 
members  of  that  Service  have  been  the  many  natives  of  distinction  who 
reduced  by  more  than  22  per  have  filled  high  and  honourable  posts 
cent.,  and  under  the  same  system  in  Native  States.  I  might  allude  to 
we  may  expect  a' reduction  of  another  Municipalities  and  Local  Boards  where 
12  per  cent.  Under  the  rules  laid  natives  are  playing  a  part,  and  are 
down  by  Lord  Lytton's  administra-  gaining  experience  in  Local  Govern- 
tion  there  is  one  statutory  civilian  for  ment,  which  will  fit  them  for  higher 
every  five  members  of  the  Service,  positions.  The  hon.  Gentleman  com- 
Now,  I  think  the  facts  I  have  put  before  plains  of  the  absence  of  reference  to 
the  House  will  show  that  when  the  these  questions  in  the  Queen's  Speech, 
hon.  Gentleman  says  that  natives  are  but  I  confess  I  think  that  had  it  been 
"  boycotted  "  and  "  pheated  "  out  of  em-  desirable  to  introduce  further  reference 
ployment  he  is  not  justified  in  using  Ian-  to  Indian  affairs,  that  reference  instead 
guage  which  he  cannot  support  by  facts,  of  striking  the  note  of  promises  as 
The  facts  are  precisely  opposite  to  his  yet  unredeemed,  should  rather  have 
statement.  The  Government  have  con-  taken  the  line  of  congratulating  Par- 
sistently  adhered  to  the  proclamation  of  liament  upon  the  good  results  already 
William  IV.,  the  terms  of  which  the  accomplished.  I  hope  these  few  con- 
hon.  Member  read  out ;  and  if  the  hon.  siderations  which  I  have  laid  before  the 
Member  (whose  interest  in  the  subject  House  will  have  shown  that  the 
no  one  can  doubt)  instead  of  making  Government  has  a  strong  and  con- 
speeches  here,  were  to  go  to  India  vincing  case,  and  may  lead  the  hon. 
and  acquaint  himself .  with  the  actual  Gentleman  to  think  there  is  no  necessity 
situation,  I  doubt  very  much  whether  we  for  him  to  carry  his  Amendment  to 
should  have  any  more  of  those  accusa-  a  Division, 
tions  and  allegations  that  we  so  often  hear 

from  him  in  this  House.    I  might  give  *(11.55.)    Sir  RICHARD  TEMPLE 

other  illustrations  to  show  the  policy  (Worcester,    Evesham)  :     Though     I 

of  the  Government  of  India  in  lending  sympathise  with  everything  that  can 

every  encouragement  to  the  natives  of  be  done  for  the  advancement  of  the 

India  to  bear  their  share  in  the  service        ..    „    .  t«^:«   t  ^„«*  „«„  *w 

~t   fuA  ^„M+M,     rpv,:^.„    ,fiftaw    „„„  natives  of  India,  I  must  say  there  are 

of   the  country.    Thirty    years    ago,  '            ,      ;     ,      , 

when    the     Crown     took    over    the  portions    of    the  speech  of    the  hon. 

Government,  there  was  not  a  single  Member  for  Donegal  (Mr.  Mac  Neill) 

native    member    of    the    Legislative  which  require  a  strong  answer  in  the 

Councils.    There  are  now  four  in  the  few  moments    that    remain    for    this 

Governor  General's  Council,  five    in  debate     The  nativeg  of  India  ma    be 

20  in  all.    In  addition  to  these  it  will  before  the  Law»  and  in  the  Courts  they 

be  my  privilege  before  long  to  introduce  are  our  equals,  and  in  Christian  humility 

a  Bill  dealing  with  the  reorganisation  we  are  not  to  assume  superiority  morally 

and  extension  of  the  Councils  by  which  over  them.   But  there  are  certain  qual- 

the  number  of  native  members  on  them  ities  in  which  they  are  not  our  equals, 

will   be  very    considerably  increased.    MilW¥%tti„    „~mng%  omj  ,„„..i:i™  ^„~. 

n«.  ,             J               ii.                       j.  namely,  courage  and  warlike  resource. 

Thirty    years    ago     there    was    not  ,    .  \  \     A.  ^                 ,            .,     .  » 

a     single     Native     Judge     of     the  administrative  energy  and  capacity  m 

High  Court.     There    are   now  three  tJie  field  or  in  the  Cabinet.    No  legisla- 

Native  Judges  in  the  High  Court  at  tion,  no  theories  that  hon.  Gentlemen 

Jfr.  Curzon 
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opposite  oan  advance,  will  make  them 
equal  to  us  in  these  respects.  When 
yon  have  to  deal  with  a  country  like 
India  you  must  have  Englishmen  in 
the  front  for  the  administration  of 
affairs.  They  must  have  control  of 
transport  arrangements  in  time  of  war, 
and  they  must  organise  the  operations 
for  relief  when  danger  of  famine  is 
apprehended.  The  organisation  and 
administration  of  the  great  Depart- 
ments must  be  in  the  hands  of  English- 
men—("  The  British  ")— well,  British 
certainly,  and  the  natives  know  that 
as  well  as  we  do.  It  is  by  the  strong 
arm,  the  steady  nerve,  the  cool  head  of 
British  rulers,  that  our  Indian  Empire 
is  sustained,  and  the  vast  British  as 
well  as  native  interests  involved  in  that 
country  are  safeguarded. 

(11.59.)    Mr.    MACNEILL:   With 

the  permission  of    the  House  I  will 

withdraw  my  Amendment,  only  saying 
that  at  an  early  date  I  shall  endeavour 
to  revert  to  this  subject  again. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Main  Question  again  proposed. 

Debate  further  adjourned  to  Mon- 
day. 

PUBLIC  HOUSES  (HOUR8  OF  CLOSING) 
(8COTLAND)  BILL.— (No.  92.) 

SECOND    READING. 

Order  for  Second  Beading  read. 

(11.59.)  Mr.  C.  CAMEBON  (Glas- 
gow, College) :  In  moving  the  Second 
Beading  of  this  Bill,  I  need  only  say 
that  it  is  the  same  Bill  which  has  been 
before  the  House  in  a  previous  Session, 

and  its  object  is  to  restore  the  Act 
passed  some  years  ago  to  the  state  in 
which,  as  a  Bill,  it  left  this  House, 
alterations  being  made  in  the  House  of 
Lords. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time." 

The  LORD  ADVOCATE  (Sir  C.  J. 
Pearson,  Edinburgh  and  St.  Andrew's 
Universities)  :     I    can    hardly    agree 


with  the  hon.  Member  in  the  de- 
scription he  has  given  of  this  Bill  as 
one  that  has  been,  so  far  as  I  know, 
before  the  House  on  a  previous  occa- 
sion in  its  present  shape.  I  rather 
think  there  is  a  clause  in  it  which  has 
not  appeared  before 

Mr.  CAMERON  :  No,  not  a  word. 

Sir  C.  J.  PEARSON :  However  that 
may  be,  this  is  a  matter  of  great  im- 
portance to  the  community  in  Scotland, 
for  it  is  a  proposal  to  alter  what  is 
regarded  as  a  settlement  of  the  ques- 
tion embodied  in  the  Act  of  1887 

It  being  Midnight,  the  Debate  stood 
adjourned. 

Debate  to  be  resumed  upon  Tuesday 
next. 

LABOURERS' (IRELAND)  ALLOTMENTS 
BILL.— (No.  M.) 

SECOND  READING 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read 

(12.0.)  Dr.  TANNER  (Cork,  Mid) : 
This  Bill,  which  I  hope  the  House  will 
now  consent  to  read  a  second  time,  is 
in  a  small  way,  designed  to  afford  some 
relief  to  the  Irish  labourer.  It  removes 
the  restriction  of  half  an  acre  upon 
allotments,  extending  it  to  an  acre. 
Half  an  acre  is  not  sufficient  to  assist  a 
man  who  is  out  of  continuous  employ- 
ment. Too  frequently  are  Irish 
labourers  reduced  almost  to  a  state  of 
destitution,  and  only  last  year  the  late 
Chief  Secretary  had  to  introduce  a 
measure  to  relieve  the  poorest  classes 
from  starvation.  I  hope  this  small 
measure  will  commend  itself  to  the 
good  feeling  of  the  House,  and  will 
only  add  that  I  will  give  every  oppor- 
tunity for  the  discussion  of  Amend- 
ments in  Committee. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time." 


(12.2.)  Mr.  MACARTNEY  (Antrim, 
S.) :  I  hope  the  House  will  agree  to  the 
Second  Reading,  and  I  only  rise  to 
draw  the  attention  of  the  hon.  Member 
to  what  I  think  is  an  error  m  <kW&vci%. 
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he  has  put  before  the  House.  The  hon. 
Member  said  that  in  1885  the  propor- 
tion of  Europeans  to  natives  was  900 
to  9.  Let  me  give  my  figures.  In 
January,  1888,  the  number  oi  superior 
officers  of  the  Indian  Civil  Administra- 
tion was  964  Europeans  to  59  Natives. 
Since  1874,  notwithstanding  the  con- 
tinually increasing  demands  for  im- 
proved administration,  the  European 
members  of  that  Service  have  been 
reduced  by  more  than  22  per 
cent.,  and  under  the  same  system 
we  may  expect  a' reduction  of  another 
12  per  cent.  Under  the  rules  laid 
down  by  Lord  Lytton's  administra- 
tion there  is  one  statutory  civilian  for 
every  five  members  of  the  Service. 
Now,  I  think  the  facts  I  have  put  before 
the  House  will  show  that  when  the 
hon.  Gentleman  says  that  natives  are 
"  boycotted  "  and  "  pheated  "  out  of  em- 
ployment he  is  not  justified  in  using  lan- 
guage which  he  cannot  support  by  facts. 
The  facts  are  precisely  opposite  to  his 
statement.  The  Government  have  con- 
sistently adhered  to  the  proclamation  of 
William  IV.,  the  terms  of  which  the 
hon.  Member  read  out ;  and  if  the  hon. 
Member  (whose  interest  in  the  subject 
no  one  can  doubt)  instead  of  making 
speeches  here,  were  to  go  to  India 
and  acquaint  himself. with  the  actual 
situation,  I  doubt  very  much  whether  we 
should  have  any  more  of  those  accusa- 
tions and  allegations  that  we  so  often  hear 
from  him  in  this  House.  I  might  give 
other  illustrations  to  show  the  policy 
of  the  Government  of  India  in  lending 
every  encouragement  to  the  natives  of 
India  to  bear  their  share  in  the  service 
of  the  country.  Thirty  years  ago, 
when  the  Crown  took  over  the 
Government,  there  was  not  a  single 
native  member  of  the  Legislative 
Councils.  There  are  now  four  in  the 
Governor  General's  Council,  five  in 
Madras,  five  in  Bombay,  four  in  Bengal, 
and  two  in  the  North- West  Provinces, 
20  in  all.  In  addition  to  these  it  will 
be  my  privilege  before  long  to  introduce 
a  Bill  dealing  with  the  reorganisation 
and  extension  of  the  Councils  by  which 
the  number  of  native  members  on  them 
will  be  very  considerably  increased. 
Thirty  years  ago  there  was  not 
a  single  Native  Judge  of  the 
High  Court.  There  are  now  three 
Native  Judges  in  the  High  Court  at 

Mr.  Curzon 


Calcutta,  one  each  in  Madras,  Bombay, 
and  the  North- West  Provinces,  or  six 
in  all.  Colleges  for  the  encouragement 
of  engineering  have  been  specially  estab- 
lished in  India,  where  every  effort  is 
made  to  attract  natives  into  this  im- 
portant branch  of  the  Public  Service. 
I  do  not  know  that  it  is  necessary 
to  say  much  more  in  defence  of 
our  position.  I  might  allude  to 
the  many  natives  of  distinction  who 
have  filled  high  and  honourable  posts 
in  Native  States.  I  might  allude  to 
Municipalities  and  Local  Boards  where 
natives  are  playing  a  part,  and  are 
gaining  experience  in  Local  Govern- 
ment, which  will  fit  them  for  higher 
positions.  The  hon.  Gentleman  com- 
plains of  the  absence  of  reference  to 
these  questions  in  the  Queen's  Speech, 
but  I  confess  I  think  that  had  it  been 
desirable  to  introduce  further  reference 
to  Indian  affairs,  that  reference  instead 
of  striking  the  note  of  promises  as 
yet  unredeemed,  should  rather  have 
taken  the  line  of  congratulating  Par- 
liament upon  the  good  results  already 
accomplished.  I  hope  these  few  con* 
siderations  which  I  have  laid  before  the 
House  will  have  shown  that  the 
Government  has  a  strong  and  con- 
vincing case,  and  may  lead  the  hon* 
Gentleman  to  think  there  is  no  necessity 
for  him  to  carry  his  Amendment  to 
a  Division. 

-(11.55.)    Sir  RICHARD  TEMPIiB 
(Worcester,    Evesham)  :     Though   1 
sympathise  with  everything  that  can 
be  done  for  the  advancement  of  the 
natives  of  India,  I  must  say  there  are 
portions    of    the  speech  of    the  hon. 
Member  for  Donegal  (Mr.  Mac  Neill) 
which  require  a  strong  answer  in  the 
few   moments    that    remain    for    this 
debate.    The  natives  of  India  may  be 
equal  to  us  intellectually,  and  of  course 
before  the  Law,  and  in  the  Courts  they 
are  our  equals,  and  in  Christian  humility 
wo  are  not  to  assume  superiority  morally 
over  them.   But  there  are  certain  qual- 
ities in  which  they  are  not  our  equals! 
namely,  courage  and  warlike  resource, 
administrative  energy  and  capacity  in 
the  field  or  in  the  Cabinet.    No  legisla- 
tion, no  theories  that  hon.  Gentlemen 
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opposite  oan  advance,  will  make  them 
>qual  to  us  in  these  respects.     When 
jovl  have  to  deal  with  a  country  like 
Lndia  you  must  have   Englishmen  in 
ihe    front  for    the    administration   of 
affairs.    They   must  have    control    of 
transport  arrangements  in  time  of  war, 
and  they  must  organise  the  operations 
for  relief  when  danger  of  famine  is 
apprehended.      The    organisation   and 
administration    of    the  great   Depart- 
ments must  be  in  the  hands  of  English- 
men—{"  The  British  ")— well,   British 
certainly,   and  the  natives  know  that 
M  well  as  we  do.     It  is  by  the  strong 
Mm,  the  steady  nerve,  the  cool  head  of 
British  rulers,  that  our  Indian  Empire 
18  sustained,  and  the  vast  British  as 
well  as  native  interests  involved  in  that 
country  are  safeguarded. 

(11.59.)  Mr.  MACNEILL:  With 
the  permission  of  the  House  I  will 
withdraw  my  Amendment,  only  saying 
that  at  an  early  date  I  shall  endeavour 
to  revert  to  this  subject  again. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 
Main  Question  again  proposed. 
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Debate  further  adjourned  to  Mon- 
day. 

PUBLIC  HOUSES  (HOURS  OF  CLOSING) 
(SCOTLAND)  BILL.— (No.  92.) 

SECOND    READING. 

Order  for  Second  Beading  read. 

(11.59.)  Mr.  C.  CAMERON  (Glas- 
gow, College) :  In  moving  the  Second 
Beading  of  this  Bill,  I  need  only  say 
that  it  is  the  same  Bill  which  has  been 
before  the  House  in  a  previous  Session, 

and  its  object  is  to  restore  the  Act 
passed  some  years  ago  to  the  state  in 
which,  as  a  Mil,  it  left  this  House, 
alterations  being  made  in  the  House  of 
Lards. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  Thai  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time." 

ThB  LORD  ADVOCATE  (Sir  C.  J. 
Piabsoh,  Edinburgh  and  St.  Andrew's 
Dnivorsitiee) :     I    oan    hardly    agree 


with  the  hon.  Member  in  the  de- 
scription he  has  given  of  this  Bill  as 
one  that  has  been,  so  far  as  I  know, 
before  the  House  on  a  previous  occa- 
sion in  its  present  shape.  I  rather 
think  there  is  a  clause  in  it  which  has 
not  appeared  before 

Mr.  CAMEBON  :  No,  not  a  word. 

Sir  C.  J.  PEABSON :  However  that 
may  be,  this  is  a  matter  of  great  im- 
portance to  the  community  in  Scotland, 
for  it  is  a  proposal  to  alter  what  is 
regarded  as  a  settlement  of  the  ques- 
tion embodied  in  the  Act  of  1887 

It  being  Midnight,  the  Debate  stood 
adjourned. 

Debate  to  be  resumed  upon  Tuesday 
next. 

LABOURERS'  (IRELAND)  ALLOTMENTS 
BILL.— (No.  94.) 

SECOND   READING 

Order  for  Second  Beading  read 


(12.0.)  Dr.  TANNEB  (Cork,  Mid) : 
This  Bill,  which  I  hope  the  House  will 
now  consent  to  read  a  second  time,  is 
in  a  small  way,  designed  to  afford  some 
relief  to  the  Irish  labourer.  It  removes 
the  restriction  of  half  an  acre  upon 
allotments,  extending  it  to  an  acre. 
Half  an  acre  is  not  sufficient  to  assist  a 
man  who  is  out  of  continuous  employ- 
ment. Too  frequently  are  Irish 
labourers  reduced  almost  to  a  state  of 
destitution,  and  only  last  year  the  late 
Chief  Secretary  had  to  introduce  a 
measure  to  relieve  the  poorest  classes 
from  starvation.  I  hope  this  small 
measure  will  commend  itself  to  the 
good  feeling  of  the  House,  and  will 
only  add  that  I  will  give  every  oppor- 
tunity for  the  discussion  of  Amend- 
ments in  Committee. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time." 

» 

(12.2.)  Mr.  MACABTNEY  (Antrim, 
S.) :  I  hope  the  House  will  agree  to  the 
Second  Beading,  and  I  only  rise  to 
draw  the  attention  of  the  hon.  Member 
to  what  I  think  is  an  error  in  drafting. 
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presented  to  him,  having  been  chosen  by 
election,  if  the  Governor  General  should 
find  that  such  a  system  can  properly 
be  established.  I  am  bound  to  say 
that  I  and  some  of  our  friends  would 
have  preferred  that  the  possibility  of 
election  being  one  of  the  modes  of  pre- 
senting these  persons  to  be  nominated 
by  the  Council  was  more  explicitly  recog- 
nised in  the  Bill  than  it  is ;  but,  at  the 
same  time,  I  very  well  know  the  difficul- 
ties which  there  may  be  in  carrying 
through  a  Bill  of  this  kind.  I  regard  it 
as  essentially  a  tentative  measure,  and 
being  so,  I  am  quite  willing  to  welcome 
it,  although  it  opens  the  door,  perhaps, 
in  a  very  slight  manner  apparently  on 
the  face  of  it.  What  we  really  desire  is 
that  in  this  matter  the  Government  of 
India  should  be  able  to  exercise  their 
own  discretion  on  the  spot  as  to  the 
extent  to  which  they  may  think  it 
wise  to  advance  in  the  direction  that 
is  desired.  I  do  not  think  we  are  good 
judges  here  of  the  precise  amount  of  con- 
cession that  it  would  be  advisable  to 
make.  I  think  if  the  Governor  General 
of  India  should  find  that  he  is  able  to 
introduce,  in  some  modified  form,  some 
system  of  election,  it  will  be  seen  how  it 
works ;  and,  if  it  works  well,  the  Governor 
General  will  be  able,  with  the  approval 
of  the  Secretary  of  State,  to  give  a  fur- 
ther extension  to  the  principle.  Feeling, 
as  I  do,  that  great  caution  Is  desirable  in 
dealing  with  this  subject  in  India,  I 
should  not  be  disposed  to  criticise  in  any 
hostile  spirit  the  Bill  as  it  stands.  On 
the  contrary,  I  believe  it  may  lay  the 
foundation  of  very  useful  changes  in  the 
constitution  of  the  Councils  in  Tndia 
with  regard  to  this  subject.  With  regard 
to  the  rest  of  the  Bill,  it  contains  a  variety 
of  useful  propositions,  but  if  any  remark 
is  to  be  made  upon  them,  I  think  it  will 
be  more  convenient  to  make  it  in  Com- 
mittee. Lastly,  my  Lords,  I  would  say  that 
I  welcome  the  expression  by  the  noble 
Viscount  of  the  intention  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  press  forward  this  Billl;  and, 
although  I  have  said  already  that  I  think 
it  very  important  that  it  should  be  so 
pressed  forward,  I  may  be  forgiven 
for  again  repeating  on  this  occasion  that 
I  think  it  is  almost  dangerous  to  leave 
a  subject  of  this  kind  hung  up  to  be 
perpetually  discussed  by  all  manner  of 
persons,  and  that  having  once  al1 
that,  at  all  events,  some  amend] 
necessary  with  regard  to  the 
The  Earl  of  Kimbcrley 


constituting  these  Legislative  Cotmokk 
is  incumbent  upon  the  Government  ul 
Parliament  to  pass  the  Bill  that  tkf 
may  think  expedient  as  speedily  ■ 
possible  into  law. 

The  Earl  of  NORTHBROOK :  Sj 
Lords,  I  have  very  few  remarks  to  ati 
to  what  has  fallen  from  my  noble  Frkoi 
beside  me  (the  Earl  of  Kimberiey).  I  ftp* 
with    the    belief   which    he    exprntf 
that  this  clause  will  be  elastic  enough  * 
enable  some  measures  to  be  taken  by  tit 
Viceroy  of  India  in  Council,  with  tb 
concurrence  of  the  Secretary  of  8(atft 
to  popularise  in  some  way  or  other  tk 
selections  for    the    different  Legiabtm 
Councils  in  India.     I  should  haw  p* 
f erred  that  my  noble  Friend  should  Ju* 
used  the  term  "representation"  nth* 
than    "  election/1    although    I   do  o* 
believe    there    is    any    real    differs* 
between  the  two ;  for  this  reason :  tkttl 
conceive,  so  far  as  I  know,  that  Indn  ■ 
a  country  quite  unfit  for  any  syttea  ' 
popular    election  by  the  f  ormatioc  d 
popular  constituencies  and  the  ekctia 
of    members    by    large    constituency; 
whereas  I  believe  there  are  miiniriptltf" 
other    bodies    in    India    who   cm  fc 
perfectly  well  trusted  to  recommend  to 
the    Viceroy    representatives   of  tta* 
bodies,  and  that  very  possibly  (I  tmtr 
from  presuming  to  express  an  opin* 
with  any  degree  of  positiveness  as  to  tb 
present  condition    of  India)  some  n& 
system  of  representation  as  that  might  W 
found  quite  in  accordance  with  the  pc*«* 
condition    of   India,  and    would  swF 
a  feeling — I  believe  a  legitimate  fcbf 
— which  has  been  very  moderately  «■ 
properly  expressed  by  public  bodi*  * 
India  of  late  on  that  matter.    And  I 
think  that    one    of    the  great   «eri* 
of    the     Bill,   as   was  noticed  by  tfct 
noble   Earl,   is  that    it   is  very  dart* 
We  in  this  country  do  not  pretend  to  bj 
down    any    hard-and-fast     rules  unds* 
which  these  bodies  are  to  be  appointed; 
but  it  is  left  to  those  who  know  ■** 
about  it,  namely,  the  Governor  Geud* 
of  India  in  Council,  with  the  apprcnl » 
the  Secretary  of  State  in  Council:  ul 
we  may  hope,  my  Lords,  that  if  d* 
Bill   (as  I    fervently  desire    myself  * 
should)   be  passed  during    the   pRMtf 
^cfesion,  this  question  may  be,  so  ftf* 
tion  is  concerned,  set  at  reft  fa 
'  considerable  number  of  years- 
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The  PRIME  MINISTER  and  SEC- 
BBTARY  of  STATE  for  FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS  (TheMarquessof  Salisbury)  : 
My  Lords,  I  only  rise  for  the  purpose  of 
expressing  my  general  assent  to  the 
language  which  has  just  been  used  by 
the  noble  Lord,  and  at  the  same  time 
entering  a  caveat.  I  quite  agree  with 
him  that  the  word  "representation"  better 
expresses  the  intention  that  we  have 
and  that  the  Governor  General  has,  than 
the  more  narrow  word  "  election,"  which 
may  not  necessarily  be  applicable ;  but  I 
should  be  sorry  that  it  should  be  believed 
that  we  look  at  that  representation  as 
necessarily  confined,  or  even  specially 
assigned,  to  municipal  bodies.  I  do  not 
in  the  least  desire  to  narrow  the 
language  or  the  elasticity  of  the 
Bill,  or  to  say  a  word  to  discourage  the 
use  of  such  bodies ;  but  I  do  demur  to  the 
idea  that  they  are  necessarily  the  main 
representatives  of  Indian  opinion — I  do 
not  think  that  was  the  intention  of  the 
noble  Lord. 

The  Earl  of  NORTHBROOK :  It 
-was  not  at  all. 

The  Marquess  of  SALISBURY:  I 
fear  that  those  words  might  be  inter- 
preted in  that  way.  I  think  that  we  all 
desire  to  popularise  these  bodies,  so  as 
practically  to  bring  them  into  harmony 
with  the  dominant  sentiment  of  the 
Ttidmn  people ;  but  we  must  be 
careful  lest,  by  the  application  of 
occidental  machinery,  we  bring  into 
power  not  the  strong,  natural, 
vigorous,  effective  elements  of  Indian 
Society,  but  the  more  artificial  and 
weakly  elements  which  we  ourselves 
have  made  and  have  brought  into  pro- 
minence. It  would  be  a  great  evil  if,  in 
any  system  of  Government  which  we 
gradually  develop,  the  really  strong  por- 
tions of  Indian  society  did  not  obtain  that 
share  in  the  government  to  which  their 
natural  position  among  their  own  people 
traditionally  entitles  them. 

Motion  agreed  to  ;  Bill  read  2*  (accord- 
ing to  order)  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House  on  Friday 
next. 

TECHNICAL  INSTRUCTION  AND  THE 
COUNTY  COUNCIL8. 

QUESTION — OBSERVATIONS. 

Earl  COWPER :  My  Lords,  I  rise  to 
call  attention  to  the  subject  of  which  I 
hare  given  notice.    I  do  not  think  it  will 


be  necessary  for  me  to  waste  your  Lord- 
ships' time  by  enlarging  upon  the  ad- 
vantages of  technical  education  or  the 
want  of  it  in  this  country.  There  is  no 
doubt  that  many  other  countries,  par- 
ticularly Germany,  are  far  in  advance  of 
us  in  this  work,  and  that  a  great  deal 
remains  to  be  done  in  the  matter  in  this 
country.  I  need  not  insist  upon  this  if 
Her  Majesty's  Government  are,  as  your 
Lordships  are  aware,  perfectly  in  accord- 
ance with  me  in  this  feeling,  for  they 
have  already  given  a  grant  to  be  applied , 
if  the  County  Council  see  fit,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  promoting  technical  instruction, 
and,  what  is  equally  important,  the 
House  of  Commons  seems  to  be  of  the 
same  opinion,  because  it  was  in  deference 
to  the  feeling  of  that  Assembly  that  this 
grant  was  made.  I  need  not  enter  into 
the  history  of  the  way  in  which  this 
grant  was  made.  Tour  Lordships  are 
aware  that  two  years  ago  a  certain  sum 
of  money,  which  had  been  set  aside  in 
the  Customs  and  Excise  duties  for  the 
purpose  of  buying  up  public  houses,  was, 
in  deference  to  the  expression  of  a  strong 
wish  in  another  place,  when  it  was  found 
that  that  was  not  a  popular  way  of  spend- 
ing the  money,  given  to  the  different 
County  Councils  to  be  applied  as  they 
thought  fit,  and  it  was  strongly  recom- 
mended that  it  should  be  applied  to- 
wards the  promotion  of  technical  instruc- 
tion. Of  course,  if  they  preferred  it, 
the  County  Councils  might  apply  it 
merely  to  the  amelioration  of  their  local 
rates.  My  Lords,  the  great  majority  of 
the  County  Councils  throughout  the 
country  did  elect  to  apply  it,  according 
to  the  recommendation  of  the  Govern- 
ment, towards  the  encouragement  of 
technical  instruction,  although  they  were 
under  certain  difficulties  from  not  know- 
ing whether  it  was  to  be  treated  as  a 
windfall  or  as  the  first  instalment  of  a 
regular  allowance ;  because  some  hopes 
had  been  held  out  to  them  that  if  they 
did  spend  it  in  the  way  sug- 
gested, it  would  be  given  them  again. 
In  spite  of  this  uncertainty,  they  set  to 
work,  and  they  have  been,  on  the  whole, 
I  think,  taking  in  most  places  very  good 
measures  to  cany  out  the  object  for 
which  it  was  given.  This  year  again  a 
somewhat  smaller  grant,  but  still  a  con- 
siderable grant,  has  been  given  in  the 
same  way,  which  has  in  many  places  in- 
duced the  County  Coucil  to  take  it  for 
granted  that  the  allowance  will  be  a  per- 
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presented  to  him,  having  been  chosen  by 
election,  if  the  Governor  General  should 
find  that  such  a  system   can   properly 
be    established.      I   am  bound  to  say 
that  I  and  some  of  our  friends  would 
have  preferred  that  the    possibility  of 
election  being  one  of  the  modes  of  pre- 
senting these  persons  to  be  nominated 
by  the  Council  was  more  explicitly  recog- 
nised in  the  Bill  than  it  is ;  but,  at  the 
same  time,  I  very  well  know  the  difficul- 
ties   which    there  may  be   in  carrying 
through  a  Bill  of  this  kind.     I  regard  it 
as  essentially  a  tentative  measure,  and 
being  so,  I  am  quite  willing  to  welcome 
it,  although  it  opens  the  door,   perhaps, 
in  a  very  slight  manner  apparently  on 
the  face  of  it.     What  we  really  desire  is 
that  in  this  matter  the  Government  of 
India  should  be  able  to  exercise  their 
own  discretion    on  the  spot  as  to  the 
extent    to   which   they    may   think    it 
wise  to  advance    in   the  direction  that 
is  desired.     I  do  not  think  we  are  good 
judges  here  of  the  precise  amount  of  con- 
cession  that  it  would   be  advisable  to 
make.     I  think  if  the  Governor  General 
of  India  should  find  that   he  is  able  to 
introduce,  in  some  modified  form,  some 
system  of  election,  it  will  be  seen  how  it 
works ;  and,  if  it  works  well,  the  Governor 
General  will  be  able,  with  the  approval 
of  the  Secretary  of  State,  to  give  a  fur- 
ther extension  to  the  principle.    Feeling, 
as  I  do,  that  great  caution  is  desirable  in 
dealing  with  this  subject   in    India,   I 
should  not  be  disposed  to  criticise  in  any 
hostile  spirit  the  Bill  as  it  stands.     On 
the  contrary,  I  believe  it  may  lay  the 
foundation  of  very  useful  changes  in  the 
constitution  of  the  Councils    in   Tndia 
with  regard  to  this  subject.   With  regard 
to  the  rest  of  the  Bill,  it  contains  a  variety 
of  useful  propositions,  but  if  any  remark 
is  to  be  made  upon  them,  I  think  it  will 
be  more  convenient  to  make  it  in  Com- 
mittee. Lastly,  my  Lords,  I  would  say  that 
I  welcome  the  expression  by  the  noble 
Viscount  of  the  intention  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  press  forward  this   Billl;   and, 
although  I  have  said  already  that  I  think 
it  very  important  that  it  should  be  so 
pressed   forward,   I    may    be    forgiven 
for  again  repeating  on  this  occasion  that 
I  think  it  is  almost  dangerous  to  leave 
a  subject  of  this  kind  hung  up  to  be 
perpetually  discussed  by  all  manner  of 
persons,  and  that  having  once  allowed 
that,  at  all  events,  some  amendment  is 
necessary  with  regard  to  the  mode  of 
The  Earl  of  KimberUy 


constituting  these  Legislative  Councils,  it 
is  incumbent  upon  the  Government  and 
Parliament  to  pass  the  Bill  that  they 
may  think  expedient  as  speedily  if 
possible  into  law. 

-The  Earl  of  NORTHBROOK :  Mj 
Lords,  I  have  very  few  remarks  to  add 
to  what  has  fallen  from  my  noble  Friend 
beside  me  (the  Earl  of  Kimberley).  I  agra 
with    the    belief   which    he    expressed 
that  this  clause  will  be  elastic  enough  to 
enable  some  measures  to  be  taken  by  the 
Viceroy  of  India  in  Council,  with  the 
concurrence  of  the  Secretary  of  State, 
to  popularise  in  some  way  or  other  the 
selections  for    the    different  Legislative 
Councils  in  India.     I  should  have  pre- 
ferred that  my  noble  Friend  should  have 
used  the  term  "  representation "  rather 
than    "election,"    although    I    do  not 
believe    there    is    any    real     different 
between  the  two  ;  for  this  reason :  that  I 
conceive,  so  far  as  I  know,  that  India  * 
a  country  quite  unfit  for  any  system  of 
popular    election  by  the  formation  of 
popular  constituencies  and  the  election 
of    members    by    large    constituencies; 
whereas  I  believe  there  are  municipal  and 
other    bodies    in    India   who    can  b* 
perfectly  well  trusted  to  recommend  to 
the    Viceroy    representatives    of  thos* 
bodies,  and  that  very  possibly  (I  am  fa** 
from  presuming  to  express  an  opinion 
with  any  degree  of  positiveness  as  to  the* 
present  condition    of  India)  some  rack 
system  of  representation  as  that  might  be 
found  quite  in  accordance  with  the  present' 
condition    of   India,  and    would  satisfy 
a  feeling — I  believe  a  legitimate  feeling 
— which  has  been  very  moderately  ana 
properly  expressed  by  public  bodies  in 
India  of  late  on  that  matter.    And  I 
think  that    one    of    the  great    merits 
of    the    Bill,   as   was  noticed  by  the 
noble  Earl,  is  that    it  is  very  elartk 
We  in  this  country  do  not  pretend  to  lay 
down    any    hard-and-fast    rules   under 
which  these  bodies  are  to  be  appointed; 
but  it  is  left  to  those  who  know  most 
about  it,  namely,  the  Governor  General 
of  India  in  Council,  with  the  approval  of 
the  Secretary  of  State  in  Council:  and 
we  may  hope,  my  Lords,  that  if  this 
Bill   (as  I    fervently  desire    myself  it 
should)   be  passed  during    the    present 
Session,  this  question  may  be,  so  far  as 
legislation  is  concerned,  set  at  rest  for 
a  very  considerable  number  of  years. 


17  Technical  Instruction  and  {15  February,  1892}    the  County  Councils.    418 


The  PRIME  MINISTER  and  SEC- 
RETARY of  STATE  for  FOREIGN 
LFFAIRS  (TheMarquess  of  Salisbury)  : 
My  Lords,  I  only  rise  for  the  purpose  of 
^pressing  my  general  assent  to  the 
anguage  which  has  just  been  used  by 
he  noble  Lord,  and  at  the  same  time 
mtering  a  caveat.  I  quite  agree  with 
lim  that  the  word  "representation"  better 
expresses  the  intention  that  we  have 
ind  that  the  Governor  General  has,  than 
lie  more  narrow  word  "  election,"  which 
nay  not  necessarily  be  applicable ;  but  I 
ihould  be  sorry  that  it  should  be  believed 
ibat  we  look  at  that  representation  as 
xeoeesarily  confined,  or  even  specially 
isstgned,  to  municipal  bodies.  I  do  not 
in  tbe  least  desire  to  narrow  the 
language  or  the  elasticity  of  the 
Bill,  or  to  say  a  word  to  discourage  the 
use  of  such  bodies ;  but  I  do  demur  to  the 
idea  that  they  are  necessarily  the  main 
representatives  of  Indian  opinion — I  do 
not  think  that  was  the  intention  of  the 
noble  Lord. 

The  Earl  of  NORTHBROOK :  It 
was  not  at  all. 

The  Marquess  of  SALISBURY:  I 
fear  that  those  words  might  be  inter- 
preted in  that  way.  I  think  that  we  all 
desire  to  popularise  these  bodies,  so  as 
practically  to  bring  them  into  harmony 
with  the  dominant  sentiment  of  the 
Indian  people ;  but  we  must  be 
careful  lest,  by  the  application  of 
occidental  machinery,  we  bring  into 
power  not  the  strong,  natural, 
vigorous,  effective  elements  of  Indian 
Society,  but  the  more  artificial  and 
weakly  elements  which  we  ourselves 
nave  made  and  have  brought  into  pro- 
minence. It  would  be  a  great  evil  if,  in 
any  system  of  Government  which  we 
gradually  develop,  the  really  strong  por- 
tions of  Indian  society  did  not  obtain  that 
share  in  the  government  to  which  their 
natural  position  among  their  own  people 
traditionally  entitles  them. 

Motion  agreed  to  ;  Bill  read  2*  (accord- 
ing to  order)  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House  on  Friday 
next 

TECHNICAL  INSTRUCTION  AND  THE 
COUNTY  COUNCIL8. 

QUESTION— OBSERVATIONS. 

Earl  COWPER :  My  Lords,  I  rise  to 
call  attention  to  the  subject  of  which  I 
hare  given  notice.    I  do  not  think  it  will 


be  necessary  for  me  to  waste  your  Lord- 
ships' time  by  enlarging  upon  the  ad- 
vantages of  technical  education  or  the 
want  of  it  in  this  country.  There  is  no 
doubt  that  many  other  countries,  par- 
ticularly Germany,  are  far  in  advance  of 
us  in  this  work,  and  that  a  great  deal 
remains  to  be  done  in  the  matter  in  this 
country.  I  need  not  insist  upon  this  if 
Her  Majesty's  Government  are,  as  your 
Lordships  are  aware,  perfectly  in  accord- 
ance with  me  in  this  feeling,  for  the)r 
have  already  given  a  grant  to  be  applied, 
if  the  County  Council  see  fit,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  promoting  technical  instruction, 
and,  what  is  equally  important,  the 
House  of  Commons  seems  to  be  of  the 
same  opinion,  because  it  was  in  deference 
to  the  feeling  of  that  Assembly  that  this 
grant  was  made.  I  need  not  enter  into 
the  history  of  the  way  in  which  this 
grant  was  made.  Tour  Lordships  are 
aware  that  two  years  ago  a  certain  sum 
of  money,  which  had  been  set  aside  in 
the  Customs  and  Excise  duties  for  the 
purpose  of  buying  up  public  houses,  was, 
in  deference  to  the  expression  of  a  strong 
wish  in  another  place,  when  it  was  found 
that  that  was  not  a  popular  way  of  spend- 
ing the  money,  given  to  the  different 
County  Councils  to  be  applied  as  they 
thought  fit,  and  it  was  strongly  recom- 
mended that  it  should  be  applied  to- 
wards the  promotion  of  technical  instruc- 
tion. Of  course,  if  they  preferred  it, 
the  County  Councils  might  apply  it 
merely  to  the  amelioration  of  their  local 
rates.  My  Lords,  the  great  majority  of 
the  County  Councils  throughout  the 
country  did  elect  to  apply  it,  according 
to  the  recommendation  of  the  Govern- 
ment, towards  the  encouragement  of 
technical  instruction,  although  they  were 
under  certain  difficulties  from  not  know- 
ing whether  it  was  to  be  treated  as  a 
windfall  or  as  the  first  instalment  of  a 
regular  allowance ;  because  some  hopes 
had  been  held  out  to  them  that  if  they 
did  spend  it  in  the  way  sug- 
gested, it  would  be  given  them  again. 
In  spite  of  this  uncertainty,  they  set  to 
work,  and  they  have  been,  on  the  whole, 
I  think,  taking  in  most  places  very  good 
measures  to  carry  out  the  object  for 
which  it  was  given.  This  year  again  a 
somewhat  smaller  grant,  but  still  a  con- 
siderable grant,  has  been  given  in  the 
same  way,  which  has  in  many  places  in- 
duced the  County  Coucil  to  take  it  for 
granted  that  the  allowance  will  be  a  per- 
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manent  one,  and  they  have  in  many 
places  set  to  work  to  establish  classes  of 
different  kinds,  in  the  urban  as  well  as 
the  rural  districts,  for  the  sake  of  teach- 
ing every  kind  of  different  subject  which 
can  at  all  come  within  the  scope  of  the 
Act;  and  particularly  in  the  rural 
districts  they  are  doing  very  good  work, 
besides,  in  affording  interesting  occupa- 
tion to  the  young  men  in  our  country 
villages,  which  is  a  subject  rather  before 
the  country  now,  so  as  to  add  a  little 
interest  to  their  life  as  well  as  to  give 
them  instruction.  But,  supposing  that 
this  grant  is  not  going  to  be  re- 
newed, it  would  be  a  good  thing  that  it 
should  be  known  at  once,  otherwise  mis- 
chief may  be  done;  because,  if  these 
classes  are  not  to  be  continued,  not  only 
would  disappointment  be  caused,  but 
money  would  have  been  wasted  in  setting 
them  going.  And,  besides  this,  there  is 
a  class  of  people  who  are  qualifying 
themselves,  in  consequence  of  what  they 
suppose  is  a  growing  demand,  to  be  in- 
structors in  these  different  subjects,  and 
are  giving  up  their  time  and  spending 
their  money  in  so  doing.  It  stands  to 
reason  that  if,  after  all,  there  is  no 
opening  for  them,  they  will  be  rather 
badly  treated,  for  they  have  been  en- 
couraged to  devote  their  money  and 
time  in  this  direction.  My  Lords,  in 
most  cases  the  County  Councils  are 
taking  these  steps  on  the  assumption 
that  this  grant  will  be  permanent ;  under 
some  circumstances  they  are  still  hesi- 
tating, in  consequence  of  not  knowing 
the  intention  of  the  Government  in  the 
matter,  and  are  exposed  to  the  charge  of 
vacillation  and  doing  nothing,  from 
which  I  think  it  is  fair  that  they  should 
be  relieved  without  any  longer  delay. 
In  some  places  they  have  elected  to 
treat  the  grant  entirely  as  a  windfall, 
and,  as  they  have  no  reason  to  suppose 
that  they  will  get  more  than  last  year 
and  this  year,  the  only  thing  to  do,  they 
say,  is  to  divide  the  money  as  well  as 
they  can  among  existing  institutions. 
In  this  way  a  great  deal  of  money  is 
being  frittered  away.  For  all  these 
different  reasons  I  think  it  is  desirable 
that  we  should  know  whether  we  are  to 
have  a  permanent  grant  or  not  My 
Lords,  I  do  not  object  myself  to  the 
Government  having  proceeded  in  a 
tentative  manner,  and  I  certainly  am 
not  one  of  those  who  complain  of  this 
thing  being  worked  through  the  County 
Earl  Cowper 


Councils.    Now  that  we  have  established 
these  bodies,  and  very  good  men  through- 
out the  country  have  been    found  to 
come  forward  and  devote  themselves  to 
the  work,  it  is  time  to  think  of  giving 
them  something  more  to  do  than  merely 
to  look  after  the  roads,  and  trying  to 
stop  the  cattle  disease  when  it  breaks 
out,  and  the  joint  management  of  the 
police,  and  so  on.     I  think  everything 
that  gives  them  something  to  do  is  a 
good  thing.     I  think  also  that  the  needs 
of  different  parts  of  the  country  are 
different  one  from  another,  and  that  by 
trusting    the    local  authorities  we  are 
more  likely  to  distribute  this  money  in  a 
way  to  suit  the  needs  of  each  particular 
district,  than  if  we  were  to  organise  a 
scheme  at  head-quarters  and  carry  it  out 
by  the    management  of    some    central 
authority.     And,  whether  the  Govern- 
ment have  done  what  we  wish  or  not,  we 
must  also  feel  that  they  are  the  first 
Government  who  have  taken  the  matter 
up  at  all  and  done  anything  for  technical 
instruction.     I  think,  my  Lords,  I  may, 
with  all  due  deference,  ask  the  Govern- 
ment to  remove  our  uncertainty,  and  I 
hope  I  may  ask  them  also  to  make  this 
grant  permanent.     It  is  not  for  me,  of 
course,  to  say  in  what  manner  a  perma- 
nent allowance  is  to  be  made,  nor  do  I 
think  that  is  a  question  for  this  House 
to  enter  into ;  it  is  more  a  question  for 
the    other   House    to  decide  how   the 
grant    is  to   be    made,  and    what   ite 
amount    is    to    be.     We    have    only 
to   deal    here  with   general   principles. 
Before  I  sit  down  I  will  only  allude  to 
one  other  difficulty  that    the    County 
Councils  labour  under  in  carrying  out 
this  matter.     We  are,  of  course,  obliged 
to  consult  the  South  Kensington  authori- 
ties— the  Science  and  Art  Department — 
with  regard  to  what  subjects  may  be 
taught.     I  am  bound  to  say  that  this 
body  has  shown  not  only  the  utmost 
courtesy  to  everyone  who  has  applied, 
and  taken  the  utmost  pains  to  tell  them 
what  they  may  do,  but  has  also  exercised, 
I  think,  a  wide  discretion  in  giving  as 
free  an  interpretation  as  possible  to  the 
Act  to  enable  it  to  work.    There  is  one 
clause  that  stands  very  much  in  their 
way,  and  in  the  way   of  the  County 
Councils  too :  that  is  the  clause  which 
forbids  the  teaching  of  any  trade,  occupa- 
tion,   or  industry.       My     Lords,    this 
hampers  the  Department    very    much. 
It  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  it  is  really 
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only  by  going  as  near  the  wind  as  possible 
in  evading  the  clause  that  the  Act  can 
be  made  to  work  at  all.     I  do  not  know 
the  history  of  it — whether  it  was  put  in 
for  the  sake  of  safeguarding  any  par- 
ticular industry,  or  whether  there  was 
some    particular  interest  which  it  was 
necessary  to  conciliate  to  get  the  Bill 
through  the  House.     All  I  know  is  that 
the  clause  is  a  very  difficult  one,  and 
causes  a    great    deal  of  inconvenience. 
My  Lords,  technical  instruction  has  been 
denned  as  instruction  in  those  branches 
of  art  or  science  which  may  be  definitely 
applied  to  some  specific  industry.     Surely 
the  best  way  to  teach  these  branches  is 
by  applying  them,  that  is  to  say   by 
uniting  practice  with  theory ;  otherwise, 
if  this  clause  were  acted  upon  strictly, 
we  should  be  reduced  to  doing  very  little 
more  than  giving  a  series  of  lectures  un- 
accompanied  either  by  illustrations  or 
experiments.     I  remember  many  years 
ago,  when  I  was  at  Oxford,  having  to 
attend  a  certain  number  of  lectures,  and 
probably  many  of  your  Lordships,  at  the 
same  period  of  your  lives,  had  to  do  the 
same.      I  can  only  say    that    of    the 
many  benefits  upon  which  I  can  look 
back  from  that  great  and  venerable  insti- 
tution, I  do  not  think  anything  I  got 
from  attending  lectures  can  be  numbered 
among  them.     I  suppose  one  idea  of  this 
clause  is  that  it  should  not  interfere  with 
private  effort.    That    may    be  a    good 
thing  in  itself — that  might  be  a  reason 
for  leaving  technical  instruction  to  private 
effort  altogether,  as  I  believe  some  people 
wish  to  do ;  or  it  might  be  a  reason  for 
putting  in   safeguards.      But  really  to 
divide  the  two  by  having  all  the  practice 
taught  by  one  set  of  people,  and  all  the 
theory  by  another — the  theory  by  the 
Government  and  the  practice  by  private 
enterprise — is  not  a  dividing  of  the  thing 
which  commends  itself  to  my  mind.     I 
do  not  know  whether  this  clause  can  be 
modified ;  I  only  mention  it  in  passing 
to  call  attention  to  the  subject.     My  real 
object  in  trespassing  on  your  Lordships' 
tune  is  to  remove  the  uncertainty  that  at 
present  prevails,  and  that  the  County 
Councils  may  know  what  they  are  about, 
by  being  informed  whether,  or  not,  they 
may  really  look  forward  to  having  a  per- 
manent annual  Government  grant. 
•Thb  Marquess   op  HUNTLY  :  My 
Lords,  I  should  like  to  endorse  what  has 
fallen  from  the  noble  Earl  as  to  the  value 
that  iflpttt  upon  technical  instruction  in  the 


counties.     Having  acted  as  Chairman  of 
my  County  Council  Committee  upon  this 
subject,  I  can  say  that  it  has  excited  a 
very  great  deal  of  interest,  and  that  there 
appears  to  be  every  prospect  of  great 
usefulness  to  come  from  this  grant  in 
favour  of  technical  instruction.     I  did 
not  follow  the  noble  Earl,  if  I  understood 
him  rightly,  when  he  said  that  there  was 
a  recommendation,  along  with  this  grant, 
in  favour  of  giving  it  to  technical  educa- 
tion.    My  recollection  is  that  there  was 
no  recommendation  from  the  Govern- 
ment upon  this  matter.     But,  my  Lords, 
that  makes  the  argument  in  favour  of  con* 
tinuing  the  grant  all  the  stronger ;  because, 
of     their    own    initiative,   the    County 
Councils,   or  a  large  majority  of  them, 
have  decided  to  devote    this  grant  to 
technical  instruction.     I  believe  London 
is  the  chief  exception.    There  can  be  no 
question,  my  Lords,  of  the  great  interest 
that    has    been    excited    in    the  whole 
country  in  this  direction.    The  county 
with  which  I  am  associated,  Huntingdon- 
shire,  is  a  strictly  rural  county,  and  we 
found  the  greatest  difficulty  in  starting 
any  subject  which  could  be  of  use  in  a 
strictly  agricultural  rural  district.     But 
I  may  mention  one.     We  have  found  that 
carpentering  classes,  which  we  had  to 
apply  to  the  Science  and  Art  Depart- 
ment    for    permission    to    hold,    have 
been     most    useful,  and  that     during 
this     winter    in    some     villages    very 
large     numbers     indeed    of      common 
labourers  have  attended  these  classes,  and 
the  work  they  have  turned  out  is  most 
creditable.     My  Lords,  I  would  also  al- 
lude to  another  point  in  supplementing 
what  the  noble  Earl  has  said,  namely, 
that  a    great    many  instructors    were 
preparing     themselves      for      teaching 
technical    instruction    throughout    the 
country  in   the  future.       Not  only  is 
that  so,  but   many   colleges  have  been 
started  for  the  purpose  of  agricultural 
education,  and  they  are  relying  upon  this 
grant,  supplemented  and  assisted  by  do- 
nations from  the  County  Councils  towards 
them,  for  their  maintenance.     I  do  not 
know  much  about  the  Northern  Colleges, 
but  in  connection  with  Cambridge  there 
is  a  movement  before  the  authorities  to 
start  a  special  agricultural  college  which 
is  to  be  maintained  entirely  by  a  grant 
from  the  County  Councils  in  the  Eastern 
Counties  of  England.     If  this  is  not  to  be 
a  permanent  grant  these  institutions  will 
suffer    considerably  —  they    will    die    a 
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natural  death  after    having   just  been 
started,  and  the  loss  to  the  country  will 
be  considerable.     I  am  one  of  those  who 
believe  that  a  great  deal  of  good  is  to  be 
done  in  this  branch  of  education.    There 
is     nc     doubt     that     when    a    scholar 
leaves    the   primary   school   there    is  a 
lapse    in    the  way     of     anything  pro- 
viding     any      instruction     which      is 
useful  to  him ;  but  the  proof  is  certainly 
forthcoming  that  in  these  rural  villages, 
if  you   can   encourage  the  agricultural 
labourer    to    attend    classes     to    teach 
him  anything  of  a  technical  kind,  he  is 
willing  to  attend  to  receive  that  instruc- 
tion ;  and  I  consider  that  in  that  way  we 
shall  do  as  much  good  as  in  any  other  in 
keeping  the  agricultural  labourer  on  the 
soil.     I  only  hope,  with  the  noble  Earl, 
that  the  Government  will  make  a  state- 
ment   that    the    County  Councils  may 
know  that  this  grant  will  be  continued 
permanently. 
♦Lord  NORTON:   Before   the    Lord 
President  replies  I  should  be  glad  to  say 
one  word  in  support  of  what  has  fallen 
from  the  noble  Earl  opposite  on   this 
question.     I  think  everybody  who  knows 
anything  of  the  subject  must  feel  it  is 
high  time  that  we  should  have  informa- 
tion   both  as  to    how    this    Technical 
Instruction  grant  has  been   spent,  and 
how  it  is  intended  to  be  dealt  with  in 
future.     For  my  own  part,  I   think  a 
more  vague  and  unconstitutional  vote  of 
public  money   was    never    made    since 
Parliament  first  began.     It  was  appro- 
priated by  the  House  of  Commons  for  a 
totally  different  object,  and  diverted  to 
this  object,  and,  having  been  so  diverted, 
it  is  sent  broadcast  over  the  country  to 
large  and  small  County  Councils,  with- 
out any  very  definite  specification  of  the 
mode  in  which  it  was  to  be  spent,  except 
that  it  was  to  be  upon  technical  instruc- 
tion.    So  far  was  it  from  binding  the 
action  of  the  County  Councils,  that  the 
Council  which  has  the  largest  share  (one 
quarter  of  the  whole  grant)  has  spent  it 
upon  something  totally  different;    the 
grant  being  half  a  million,  the  London 
County  Council,  having  £140,000  out  of 
it,  have  spent  it  not  on  technical  instruc- 
tion, but   simply  in  relief  of  the  local 
rates  of   London.      But,  my  Lords,  bad 
as  it  is  that  money  should  be  so  diverted 
from  its  first  appropriation  and  after- 
wards so  irregularly  spent,  I  think  there 
is  a  still  greater  mischief  lurking  in  this 
Treasury    grant :  that  it  is  increasing 
*  The  Marquess  of  Huntly 
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And  bo  it  has  been  by  the  intelligent 
manufacturers  of  the  North.     But  then 
I  said — "  Though  that  Act  will  enable  a 
.-small  rate  in  aid  from  local  rates  to  sub- 
sidize voluntary  action,  yet  you  could  not 
say  this  of  the  Treasury  grant  sent  broad- 
cast over  the  whole  country  ;  that  at  all 
events  would  supersede  voluntary  action." 
He  said,  "  No,  we  have  managed  care- 
fully to  prevent  that  in  Lancashire  and 
Yorkshire ;  the  manufacturers  have  com- 
bined together,  and   have   organised    a 
system  of  distributing  the  giant  only  in 
1&e  way  of  aid  to  voluntary  undertakings. 
In  that  way  they  have   deprived    this 
Treasury  grant    of   the  chief    mischief 
to   which     it     was    likely    to    lead." 
What  does  this  show?     It  shows  me 
that  a  subsidy  of  this  sort  applies  very 
differently    to    different    parts    of  the 
country,  just  as  the  political  franchise 
in  an  intelligent  part  of  the  country, 
Hke  Lancashire  and  Yorkshire,  is  very 
differently  used  from  what  is   the  case 
in  a  simply  rural  district  like  Warwick- 
shire    or     Wiltshire.      In     my    own 
«mnty,   Warwickshire,    I   know  when 
the  sum  of  £9,000,  the  share  of  this 
Vote,  came,  they  did  not  know  what  in 
the  world  to  do  with  it ;   but  they  said 
"as  it  is  a  gift "  (for  they  had  already 
got  in  the  country  to  look  upon  a  Treasury 
•grant  as  a  gift  from    Heaven,  and    to 
forget  entirely  that  it  comes  out  of  their 
own  pockets,  so  far   have    they    been 
demoralized  by  hanging  upon  the  patron- 
age of  the  Government) — "  as  it  is  a  gift 
ire  had  better  take  it  and  do  something 
with  it.1'     In  Lancashire  and  Yorkshire 
this  Act  has  not  done  harm,  because  it  has 
been  so  carefully  treated  as  a  subsidy  to 
local     undertakings;     but    I    maintain 
that  in  a  large  part  of  the  Kingdom  the 
fatal  tendency  of  such  a  largess  as  this 
must    have  a    bad  effect,   from   its  not 
having    been     neutralized    by    specific 
appropriation     and     private    organiza- 
tion,   as     has     been    done    in     Man- 
chester.    My    Lords,    I    only  say  that 
I  hope  the    Lord  President  will  reply 
to  the  noble    Earl    opposite    that    the 
information  shall  be  given  us  what  the 
intentions  of  the  Government  are  as  to 
~this  Treasury  grant  in  future ;   and  I 
would  add   this — which  I  would   move 
myself  if  necessary,  but  I  cannot  help 
hoping  that  the  Lord  President  will  say 
that  he  is  perfectly  willing  to  give  it 
without  a  Motion — a  Return  of  Parliament 
©f  the  way  in  which  the  Treasury  grant 


has  been  expended  up  to  this  time 
by  every  County  Council  throughout  the 
Kingdom. 

The  LORD  PRESIDENT  op  the 
COUNCIL  discount  Cranbrook)  : 
My  Lords,  it  is  not  at  all  unnatural  that 
the  noble  Earl  opposite  and  others  inte- 
rested in  the  work  of  County  Councils 
should  wish  to  know  upon  what  footing 
they  stand  with  respect  to  this  Treasury 
grant.  And,  in  the  first  place,  I  would 
just  say,  with  regard  to  what  my  noble 
Friend  behind  me  has  said,  that  I  do 
not  quite  understand  his  argument, 
which  is — that  where  this  grant  is  pro- 
perly used  it  does  good,  or,  at  all  events, 
does  no  harm  ;  but  that  in  other  places, 
where  it  is  improperly  used,  it  apparently, 
in  his  opinion,  is  doing  a  great  deal  of 
harm.  But  he  has  not  pointed  out  the 
places  in  which  it  is  properly  used,  nor, 
in  fact,  has  he  come  to  any  conclusion 
apparently  upon  this  subject,  like  the 
Countv  Councils  themselves ;  for  the 
County  Councils  have,  very  naturally, 
been  using  the  money  in  rather  a  tenta- 
tive manner,  endeavouring  to  ascertain 
what  was  most  suitable  to  the  popula- 
tions around  them,  and  the  best  mode  of 
meeting  the  wants  of  those  particular 
districts.  For  that  reason  in  many 
parts  of  the  country  the  money  has  been 
distributed  to  the  Urban  Sanitary 
Authority  or  other  authorities  who  know 
the  wants  of  their  particular  localities, 
but,  of  course,  keeping  an  account  of  the 
expenditure  of  that  money  and  the 
mode  in  which  it  is  dealt  with.  My 
noble  Friend  behind  me  wants  a  Return 
of  all  that  has  been  done  by  the  County 
Councils.  That  would  be  most  volu- 
minous. But  I  can  tell  him  where  he 
may  find  it  in  abstract  most  efficiently 
set  forth,  and  that  is  in  these  two  small 
books,  published  by  a  Society  of  which 
the  Duke  of  Devonshire  is  the  head,  A 
Record  of  Technical  mid  Secondary 
Education.  They  published  the  first 
number  in  November  last,  and  the 
second  in  January  last.  So  far  as  they 
go  they  seem  to  me  to  contain  a  most 
complete  account  of  what  is  being  done 
by  the  Councils.  But  with  regard  to 
the  general  statement  of  what  has  been 
done  I  find  that,  out  of  62 
County  Councils  in  England  and  Wales, 
52  are  applying  the  whole  sum  received, 
under  the  Local  Taxation  Act,  to  tech- 
nical instruction,  while  nine  are  giving  a 
part    to     it;     so     that     that   accounts 
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really  for  all  but  one,  and  that  one  is 
the  one  which,  as  my  noble  Friend  says, 
has     received     the     largest    sum — the 
County  Council  of  London.     Now,  my 
Lords,  there  are  some  who  would  say 
that    if    you    are    to    apply  this    sum 
specially  to  technical  instruction  (which 
is  not  quite  the  case  at  present,  it  is 
only  giving  the  power   to   use   it    for 
technical  instruction,  and  giving  certainly 
a  hint  in  the  Act  of  Parliament  that  it 
should  be  so  used),  you  must  make  it 
compulsory  upon  all  County  Councils  to 
apply  it  in   that  way.     But  the  time 
does  not  seem  to  me  to  have  arrived  for 
taking  that  step,  because  there  has  been 
shown  such  vigour  and  vitality  on  the 
part  of  County  Councils  that  there  is  no 
need  to  put  pressure  upon  them.     With 
regard  to  the  County  Boroughs,  I  think 
it  is  very  much  the  same.     Out  of  the 
63    County    Boroughs,   in    every  case, 
except  Wolverhampton,  the  whole    or 
nearly  th9  whole  amount  has  been  so 
devoted.     And,  besides  that,  there  is  a 
very  remarkable  fact,  which  shows  the 
zeal  and  energy  that  is  going  on  in  these 
different  districts.   For  I  find  in  a  Return 
made  by  the  same  Society,  which    has 
taken  trouble  over    the    subject,    that 
there  are  a  great  number  of  places  (I 
need  not  enumerate  them  all,  but  I  have 
a  long  list  of  them)  which  applied,  not 
only  the  money  they  had  so  received, 
but  rates  that  they  have  raised   under 
the  Technical  Instruction  Act,  in  order 
to  further  expedite  the    business   they 
have  in  hand.     My  Lords,  I    am    not 
going,  at  this  stage  of  the  business,  to 
come  to  a  definite  conclusion  as  to  how  a 
system  of  technical  instruction  in  these 
different  districts  would  work  ;  but  this 
I  would  say  :  my  noble  Friend  seems  to 
be  under  the  impression  that  a  check 
has    been  put   upon    voluntaiy    effort, 
in    connection    with    this     subject,    by 
the    grant     which     has     been     made 
by  the  Treasury.     I  believe  it  to    be 
precisely  the  reverse.     I  believe  it  to  be 
perfectly  clear  that  there  has  been  an 
enormous  increase,  both  in  the  number  of 
persons  who  apply  themselves  to  this 
technical  instruction,  and  in  those  who 
manage  it.     Look  at  what  the  effect  has 
been  in  the  Science  and   Art  Schools, 
where  we  find  we  are  put  in  the  greatest 
possible    difficulty     by     the    enormous 
number  of  papers  sent  in   for    exami- 
nation ;  190,000  papers  were  sent  in  last 
year    for    examination     in  the  Science 
Viscoivnt  Cranbrook 


and  Art  Department.     It  has  become  a 
business  that  it  is  almost  impossible  to 
manage.     And,  in  consequence  of  that,, 
the  Science  and  Art  Department,  guarded 
as  they  are  now  by  the  County  Council* 
having  these  funds  at  their  disposal,  have 
altered,  by  a  Minute  from  May  next,  the 
lower  class  education,on  which  considerable 
grants  have  been  earned,  and  diverting 
them  to  a  higher  kind  of  education,  so 
that  the  County  Councils  may  not  be 
working  with  them  and  paying  douMt 
for  the  same  thing  ;  but  that  it  may  be 
divided :  the  Science  and  Art  Department 
giving    its    attention,    in    the    Science 
Department    specially,      to     education 
which  will  bring  people  more  forward 
and  make  them  more  fit  for  the  occu- 
pations in  which  they  are  to  be  engaged. 
And  upon  this  subject  I  would  say  one 
more  word  with  respect  to  a  point  made 
by  the  noble  Earl    opposite    who  in- 
troduced this  question,  that  the  Act  of 
Parliament  prevented    the  teaching  of 
trades.     It  was  never  meant  that  you 
should  teach  trades,  and  you  could  not 
do    so  effectually    without     interfering 
with  the  workshops.     What    the  Act 
really    means    is  this:    That   there   » 
many  a  young  man  who  may  be  in  the  work- 
shop learning  dexterity  in  the  use  of  the 
materials  so  placed  in  his  hand,  but  it  it 
not  the  less  important  for  him  that  he 
should  attend  the  evening  classes,  as  » 
done  in  certain  parts  of  the  kingdom,  and 
learn  the  scientific  use  of  those  materials 
which  are  so    put   in  his  hands,  and, 
not     onlv    to     use     them     under   the 
lecturer,     but     also      by     experiments 
to      learn,      in      fact,     that      manual 
dexterity      which      begins      as      you 
see  in  the  schools.     We  have  enforced 
drawing  in  schools.     But  what   is  the 
reason  for  it  ?     It  is  that  the  children 
learn  manual   dexterity.      We  are  not 
going  to  make  drawing  masters,  but  to- 
make  persons  begin  their  scientific  edu- 
cation by  means  of  using  their  scientific 
instruction  dexterously  with  their  hands 
as  well  as  in  their  minds ;  veiy  much  as 
in  Birmingham  they  have  set  up  a  sort 
of  jewellery  establishment,  where  they 
teach  the  scientific  mode  of  dealing  with 
jewels,  but  the  people  who  come  there 
are  being  employed  in  the  workshops 
and  learning  manually.     Many  of  your 
Lordships,  I  dare  say,  may  have  read  an 
article  by  Lord  Armstrong  in,  I  think, 
the  Xineteenth  Century,  which  took  the 
view    very    distinctly    of    rather    de- 
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reciating  technical  instruction  and  the 
lere  scientific  system,  because,  he  said, 
lie  only  way  in  which  the  workman 
in    really  learn  his    work  is  in    the 
norkshop.     So  it  is  all   through,  as  I 
[link  my  noble  Friend  opposite  will  find. 
'or  instance,    in    dairying    it  is  very 
ifficult  to  say,  when  you  are  teaching 
he  manipulation  of  butter  by  a  scientific 
3cture,  that    you  are  not    teaching    a 
rade.     Still,  it  is  only  after  a  long  -ex- 
lerienoe  in  the  actual  work  of  a  dairy 
hat  an  effective  dairymaid  is  made ;  and 
net  the  instruction  she  receives  is  a  very 
good  thing  to  begin  with,  that  she  may 
enow    the    scientific    principles    upon 
irfaich  she  has  to  work.     So  I  hope  in 
jome  of  the  schools  where  carpentering 
«  taught  in  the  general  sense — that  is 
io  say,  you  make  the  boys  draw  the 
lifferent  things  they  are  going  to  make, 
ind  they  make  them  in  wood,  not  for 
vb,  as  they  will  afterwards  have    to 
Bake    them    in    metal     or    otherwise 
nobably,  but  to  show  that  they  have 
urived  at  a  scientific  knowledge  of  the 
particular   pursuit    in  which  they  are 
going  to  be  engaged.      They  will   be 
»tter  workmen  for  working  not  only 
>y  rule  of  thumb,  but  by  such  scientific 
instructions  as  they  will  have  received. 
[  have  looked    through   the    different 
nethods  in  which  the  County  Councils 
bave  employed  this  money,  and  I  am 
toand  to  say  it  strikes  me  that  though 
in  a  great  many  instances,  as  they  say 
themselves,  it  has  been  only  a  tentative 
process,  they  have  gone  very  carefully 
to  work,  in  order  to  ascertain  how  they 
Bay  best  discipline  the  young  people  of 
their  counties.      For  instance,  if  you  gp 
to  Bedfordshire  you  will  find  that  a  cer- 
tain amount  of  the  Vote  has  been  devoted 
totechnical  instruction  generally,  but  that 
Ao  in  certain  districts  it  has  been  used 
for  instruction  in  the  straw  work,  which 
yxu  Lordships    know    is    one  of   the 
industries  of  that  county,  in  which  they 
barn  the  mode  of  manipulation  ;  but  it 
■nil  take  a  long  time  before  they  will  be 
tofoally  workmen  capable  of    bringing 
tat  the    high     class    of    produce    for 
rhioh  that    county  is   celebrated.       I 
mention   that   as    one    instance.        In 
)ther  cases  the  County  Councils  have 
*hen  a  different  view ;  they  have  estab- 
ithed   colleges  or  scientific  schools  of 
lifferent  kinds,  wh  ther  it  be  in  horti- 
ulture,  in  bee-keeping,  or  other  things, 
ad  they  give    scl    larships    from   the 


elementary  schools  to  these  colleges. 
And,  my  Lords,  when  I  look  at  what  has 
been  done  by  the  County  Councils,  and 
the  way  in  which  they  have  engaged  the 
funds  which  have  been  placed  in  their 
hands,  I  cannot  help  recalling  what  was 
said  by  my  right  hon.  Friend  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  when  he  was 
asked  by  Lord  Hartington  in  the  House 
of  Commons — I  think  more  than  a  year 
ago — what  was  to  be  done  with  this 
money.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer said — 

"  I  do  not  consider  I  am  in  a  position  to  give- 
any  farther  or  official  assurance,  but  I  may 
say  that  there  are  no  suggestions  before  me 
for  applying  these  grants  to  some  other  people, 
and  I  may  add,  as  my  personal  opinion,  that  if 
the  County  Councils  set  themselves  heartily  to 
work,  as  in  many  instances  they  appear  to  be 
doing,  to  utilise  the  grant  for  important 
educational  purposes,  it  would  probably  be* 
difficult  for  any  Minister  to  persuade  Parlia- 
ment to  divert  them,  even  if  he  desired  him- 
self to  do  so." 

My  Lords,  now  the  County  Councils 
have  stepped  so  far  in  that  it  woulc  be 
impossible  ;  and  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say 
that,  inasmuch  as  the  grants  are  made 
under  an  Act  of  Parliament,  it  seems  to 
me  that  you  have  a  guarantee,  so  far  as 
this  Government  is  concerned,  that  it 
has  not  the  smallest  intention  of  re- 
pealing that  Act  of  Parliament,  or  taking 
the  money  for  any  other  purpose ;  and  I 
am  quite  convinced,  from  the  mode  in 
which  that  money  has  been  laid  hold  of 
and  used,  and  the  mode  in  which  the 
County  Councils  are  taking  steps  to  use- 
it  with  even  greater  advantage,  that  no 
Government  will  repeal  that  Act  of  Par- 
liament with  a  view  of  taking  it  from 
them.  Whether  the  time  may  come 
when  they  should  think  it  necessary  to 
insist  upon  its  being  used  in  that  par- 
ticular form  is  not  before  us  at  present, 
and  I  will  not  dwell  upon  it.  I  may, 
however,  say  this:  I  do  hope  that 
the  County  Council  of  London  will 
not  be  altogether  backward  in  ap- 
plying some  of  this  money  for  t  he- 
purposes  for  which,  no  doubt,  although 
Parliament  did  not  assign  it  for  tl  art 
particular  object,  it  practically  gave  a 
strong  recommendation  that  it  should  l>e 
employed.  Herein  London,  where  thereare 
schools  of  every  description  where  scholar- 
ships might  be  given,  or  instruction 
might  be  had  for  payment,  and  where  in 
every  way  these  schools  which  exist,. 
voluntary  and  other,  can  be  made  more 
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of   State    in    requiring    the   Governor 
General  or  the  Governors  of  Madras  and 
Bombay,  or  the  Commander-in-Chief,  to 
come      home  ?     Are      those      "  public 
grounds"      matters     of      grave     con- 
sequence   affecting    India  ?      If    they 
are,      surely      the      place      for      the 
Governor  General  and  these  high  officers 
is    in    India  ;     if     they    are    matters 
connected  with  this  country,  surely  we 
ought  to  have  some  explanation  as  to  what 
kind  of  matters  are  of  sufficient  import- 
ance to  justify  the  Secretary  of  State  in 
requiring  the  Governor  General  or  the 
Commander-in-Chief  to  come  home.    We 
all  felt,  my  Lords,  that  Her  Majesty's 
Jubilee   was    an  occasion  when  it  was 
quite     justifiable,    as    a     perfectly   ex- 
ceptional circumstance,  to  bring  home  to 
this  country  the  Commander-in-Chief  in 
Bombay,  His  Royal  Highness  the  Duke 
of  Connaught.    I  do  not  think  anybody 
could    fairly    quarrel    with    an    excep- 
tional Act  of   Parliament  being  passed 
in  those  circumstances.     But,  my  Lords, 
in  ordinary  circumstances  I  cannot  myself 
conceive  that  it  would  be  right  to  summon 
the  Commander-in-Chief  in  India  home 
to  this  country.     He  is  in  a  military 
position,  perhaps  the  most  responsible  in 
the    world,    with     dangers    constantly 
occurring  that  cannot  be  expected.     I 
must   say,  my  Lords,   that   the  whole 
policy  expressed  in  this  Bill — I  will  not 
go  into  details — appears  to  me  to  be  open 
to  very  considerable  doubt,  and  I  trust, 
if  your  Lordships  pass  the  Second  Read- 
ing of  this  Bill,  to  which  I  should  not 
myself  be  a  consenting  party,  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  will  lay  before  the  House 
some  Papers  showing  that  the  matter  has 
been  considered,  and,  moreover,  that  he 
will  consider  whether  there  should  not 
be  some  definition,  even  if  this  Bill  goes 
forward,  as  to  what  the  public  grounds 
are  to  be  on  which,  and  some  limit  of 
time  for  which  the  Governor  General 
may  be  required  to  come  home  by  the 
Secretary  of  State.     There  is  no  limit 
whatever  in  the  Bill.     Absolutely  the 
Governor  General   or  the  Commander- 
in-Chief    may  be    sent     for    to    come 
home  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  may 
remain  without  any  limit  of  time  in  this 
country.     These  are,  I  think,  sufficient 
reasons  to  show  your    Lordships  that 
this    Bill    requires    further    considera- 
tion.    I   will  not   dwell   upon   another 
matter ;  still,  it  is  a  matter  of  some  im- 
portance.     These  officers  are  to  come 
The  Earl  of  Northbrook 


home  from  India  on  public  grounds  con- 
nected with  this  country.   Who  is  to  pay 
the  expense  ?    I  presume  the  Secretary 
of  State  will  move  in  the  other  How 
that   all    expenses  connected  with  the 
visit  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  Impend 
Revenues,  because  it  would  be  very  un- 
fair upon    the  Indian    Revenues   that 
the    expense   should  come  out  of   to* 
finances  of  India.     Not  that  it  would  bt 
any  very  great  sum,  but  as  a  matter  of 
principle.      These     matters    are    being 
watched  by  the  people  of  India,  and  car* 
should  be  taken  to  do  justice  to  all  parti09* 
and  if  the  visits  home  are  to  be  on  Engftaa 
grounds,  care  should  be  taken  in  another 
place  to  put  the  whole  of  the  expenae 
upon  the  finances  of  this  country,  and  not 
upon  the  finances  of  India.     I  myself, 
my    Lords,   am  against  increasing  the- 
facilities  for  people  holding  these  hign 
offices  to  vacate  their  appointments  for  a 
limited  time.    I  think  there  is  something 
to  be  said,  if  there  is  now  any  difficulty 
(I  do  not  believe  myself  there  is),  in 
favour    of     enabling    the     Lieutenant 
Governors  of  Bengal,  the  North-West 
Provinces    and  the  Pun jaub,  to  come 
home  on  sick  leave.   I  apprehend  that 
they  can  do  so  now  under  the  present 
law.    I  believe  that,  on  a  medical  certifi- 
cate, those  officers  may  come  home  on  Ak 
leave  for  a  certain  time,  and  I  say  that 
I  think  there  is  no  objection  to  that;  in 
point  of  fact,  I  think  there  is  good  reason 
for  allowing  it,  because  these  officers  tie 
all  officers  belonging  to  the  Indian  Civil 
Service,  and,  therefore,  it  would  be  hard 
upon  them,  if  their  health  broke  down  in 
those  appointments,  that  they  should  not 
be  allowed  to  come  home  on  sick  leave  in. 
the  same  way  as  they  can  if  they  fill  the* 
high  appointments  of  Members  of  the 
Governor  General's  Council.     But  that 
argument  does  not  apply,  in  my  opinion, 
to  the  other  officers  mentioned  here; 
it  does    not    apply    to    the    Governor 
General  of  India,  to  the  Governors  of 
Madras  and  Bombay,  or  to  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief in  India — it  would  not 
in    any   way  interfere    with    his  mili- 
tary   position     that    he    should    have 
to    give  up    his  appointment — it   does 
not    apply     to     the     Commanders-in- 
Chief  of  Madras    and    Bombay.      My 
Lords,  the  reason  why  I  object  to  any 
greater  facilities  being  given  for  the  vaca- 
tion of  these  important  offices  is  that, 
at    present    in     India,    the    constant 
vacancies  in  offices,  by  reason  of  their 
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>]ders  going  away  on  sick  leave  and 
herwise,  is  a  great  public  evil.     It  is 

0  use  a  familiar  expression)  a  general 
one  of  "post;"  one  man  goes  away  and 
tother  is  acting  for  him,  and  a  third 
is  for  the  person  transferred;  so 
tat  all  over  India  there  is  uncertainty 
,  to  who  is  really  doing  these  important 
rties.  And,  I  think,  if  you  extend 
lis  system  to  officers  filling  these  high 
ypointments  (and  it  would  be  extended 

this  Bill  passes),  you  would  be 
creasing  an  evil  which  is,  even  now, 
r  no  means  of  minor  importance. 
The  PRIME  MINISTER  and  SE- 
EETARY  op  STATE  for  FOREIGN 
FFAIRS  (The  Marquessof  Salisbury)  : 
y  Lords,  I  shall  not  at  all  contest  the 
iticisms  which  the  noble  Lord  has 
issed  upon  the  wording  of  this  Bill. 
y  noble  Friend  thought  it  right  to 
[opt  the  wording  taken  in  the  Standing 
xnmittee,  but  I  readily  grant  to  the 
>ble  Lord  that  it  will  require  a  good 
al  of  correction,  and  there  are  par- 
•ular  questions  which  I  will  readily 
we  as  questions  of  detail  to  be  debated 
i  another  stage  of  the  Bill,  if  your  Lord- 
ips  think  fit  to  give  the  Bill  a  Second 
Boding.  But  on  the  general  principle 
cannot  concur  with  the  noble  Lord. 
le  state  of  the  case  is  this :  that  when 
ese  Acts  were  passed  originally,  which 
» are  modifying  now,  it  was  impossible 
get  from  India  to  England  except  by 
ling  round  the  Cape,  and  it  took  six  or 
got  months  to  do  so.  At  that  time 
tort  leave  was  unknown.  Gradually, 
i  the  means  of  communication  increased, 
tose  parts  of  the  Service  of  India 
hich  were  not  limited  by  Statute 
ttsfoed  the  advantage  (of  which, 
Brhaps,as  the  noble  Lord  says,  they 
ftve  too  abundantly  availed  themselves) 

1  privileged  leave,  and  other  forms  of 
ave,  which  enabled  them  to  come  home 
ram  time  to  time.  But  the  result  of  this 
iff  statutory  law  is  not  in  any  way  to 
iminjgh  the  game  of  "post,"  of  which  the 
oUe  Lord  complains;  it  is  to  create 
as  anomaly:  that  some  of  the  posts 
t  the  head  of  the  Service,  which  are 
eld  by  the  oldest  men — by  the  men 
bo  have  been  most  tried,  by  the  men  to 
hem  leave  on  medical  certificates  may 
)  most  absolutely  i  y — to  them  it 
impossible,  while  n  is  ireely  granted 
all  the  vest  of  the  Service.  I  do  not 
ink  the  noble  Lord  is  entitled  to  put 
e  onus  upon  us.    He  has  to  show  why 


we  have  to  keep  this  strange  anomaly 
standing  quite  by  itself  in  the  Service  of 
the  Queen,  and  which  has  grown  up  to 
its    present    proportions    through    the 
enormous  alteration  of  the  conditions  of 
passage  which  have  taken  place.     The 
noble  Lord  asks  what  evils  there  are.     I 
decline  to  be  committed  to  instances ;  it 
is  impossible  to  give  instances ;  instances 
would  involve  not  only  entering  upon 
private     affairs     of     individuals,     but 
speaking    of    matters  which    properly 
ought  not  to  be  spoken  of    in   public. 
But  there  are  two  inconveniences  of  the 
present  system  which  are  more  or  less 
grave.     One  of  them  is  the  impossibility 
of    consultation ;     the    other    is    that, 
owing   to    the   difficulty    of    obtaining 
temporary    leave,    or  medical  leave,   it 
is  difficult  to  fill  some  of  the  offices  men- 
tioned in  this  Schedule.     I  do  not  mean 
to  go  into  details ;  but  nobody  who  has 
had    anything  to   do  with  the    filling 
of  them  will  doubt  the  accuracy  of  what 
I  say.     I  am  quite  ready  to  go  into  the 
question  of  limitations,  if  it  is  thought 
that  limitations  are  necessary.     If  you 
cannot  trust  the  Secretary  of  State  in 
Council,  I  should  not  resist  putting  in  any 
limitations  which  may  be  thought  wise  ; 
but  I  think  the  time  has  come  for  depart- 
ingfromanarrangementwhichisevidently 
obsolete,  and  which  is  a  hindrance,  in 
more  than   one  respect,  to  the  proper 
carrying  on  of  the  Public  Service.     I 
speak  feelingly  from  my  own  office  when 
I  say  that  consultation  is  of  the  essence 
of  the  Public  Service,  and  one  of  the 
great  advantages  which  the  facilities  of 
communication  give  to  us  now ;  and  in 
the  Foreign  Office  I  know  it  is  frequently 
used ;  I  believe  it  is  frequently  used  in 
the  Colonial  Office  also,  though  I  have 
no  personal  experience  of  that ;  but  we 
are  debarred  from  personal  communica- 
tion with  the  members  of  the  Councils  of 
the  three  Provinces  by  the  state  of  the 
law.     I  do  not  wish  to  revert  to  old 
troubles ;  but  my  impression  is  that  some 
points  on  which  I  had  the  misfortune  to 
differ  from  the  noble  Lord  very  strongly, 
when  we  were  in  the  respective  offices  of 
Secretary  of  State  and  Governor  General, 
might  have  been  entirely  averted  if  it 
had  been  possible  for  me  to  send  home 
for  the  persons  principally  concerned. 
I  therefore  think  you  are  placing  an  un- 
necessary fetter  and  impediment  on  the 
usefulness  of  the  Public  Service.     If  you 
cannot  trust  those  who  have  the  adminis- 
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tration  of  these  duties  to  exercise  powers 
so  large  as  are  contained  in  this  Bill, 
well,  offer  to  us  limitations  of  them.  I 
will  not  exclude  the  idea  of  them ;  but  I 
do  hope  the  House  will  consent  to  de- 
part from  a  system  which  in  itself  is 
anomalous  and  unwise. 

*The  Earl  op  KIMBERLEY:  My 
Lords,  with  respect  to  a  portion  of  the 
Bill,  I  am  not  disposed  to  disagree  with 
the  noble  Marquess  opposite.  For  in- 
stance, with  regard  to  the  Governors 
General  of  Bengal,  the  North-West  Pro- 
vinces, and  the  Punjaub,  I  do  not  think 
there  is  any  necessity  for  a  restriction 
bearing  upon  them  more  than  upon  any 
other  member  of  the  Indian  Service.  It 
may  be  necessary  to  give  them  the  power 
to  come  home  either  for  consultation  or 
for  leave.  But  I  confess  I  do  feel,  with 
my  noble  Friend  Lord  Northbrook,  grave 
doubt  as  to  the  applicability  of  this  Bill, 
either  to  the  Governor  General  of  India 
or  to  the  Commander-in-Chief.  There 
is  no  doubt  much  force  in  what  the 
noble  Marquess  has  said  as  to  the  ad- 
vantage of  consultation  with  officers 
with  whom  you  have  to  act ;  but 
here  we  have  to  consider,  as  in  most 
other  matters,  the  balance  of  advantages, 
and  we  have  to  consider  whether  the  pos- 
sibility of  the  Governor  General  being 
brought  home  to  Europe,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  consultation  with  the  Govern- 
ment here,  might  not  bring  about  evils 
greater  than  any  advantage  that  could 
be  derived.  Your  Lordships  must  bear 
in  mind  that  there  is  no  officer  serving 
under  the  Government,  certainly  not 
an  Ambassador  or  Colonial  Governor, 
whose  responsibility  can  in  any  degree 
be  compai-ed  with  that  of  the  Viceroy  of 
India.  The  Viceroy  stands,  as  it  were, 
on  a  pinnacle,  and  his  personal  respon- 
sibility is  very  great.  In  this  country, 
whatever  Government  may  be  in  Office 
aims,  I  think,  to  send  out  the  most  dis- 
tinguished and  able  man  who  can  be 
selected  for  the  post,  and  that  because  we 
consider  that  it  is  not  merely  an  ad- 
ministrative post  that  can  be  carried  on 
by  any  man  with  the  assistance  of 
others,  even  if  he  is  not  of  very  high 
character  and  ability,  but  that  upon 
the  personal  character,  and  influence, 
and  ability  of  the  Viceroy  depends,  to  a 
very  great  extent,  the  conduct  of  that 
vast  machine — the  Government  of  the 
Empire  of  India.  I  think  that  the 
temptation  to  send  for  the  Viceroy  in 
The  Marquess  of  Salisbury 


cases  where  serious  difference  am 
between  the  Viceroy  (himself  probity 
a  distinguished  man)  and  the  Govere- 
ment  at  home,  would  be  very  grot 
On  both  sides  there  would  be  a  stronr 
desire,  probably  by  consultation,  to  aval 
differences  which  on  either  side  would  b* 
deplored,  and  it  would  be  very  difficult  to 
resist  an  application  on  either  side  forth* 
use  of  the  power  under  this  Bill.  But  it 
might  be  that  serious  danger  might 
result,  because  in  the  Empire  of  Indit 
there  might  suddenly  be  some  move- 
ment, internal  or  external,  when 
the  absence  of  the  Viceroy  and  the 
occupation  of  his  post  by  some  temporaiy 
occupant  might  deprive  the  Government 
in  India  of  that  prompt  action  which,  at 
such  a  time,  is  most  essential.  Therefore, 
while  I  do  not  deny  the  force  of  the  argu- 
ment put  by  the  noble  Marquess,  I  feel  that 
on  the  other  hand  the  disadvantages  an 
very  serious.  And  I  think  the  same  thing 
applies  to  the  Commander-in-Chief.  The 
Commander-in-Chief  is  a  soldier  of 
the  highest  eminence,  and  is  a  man 
upon  whom  the  greatest  reeponsMity 
rests;  and  if  there  were  to  be  any 
serious  frontier  war — still  more,  any 
serious  outbreak  in  India  in  the  absent* 
of  the  Commander-in-Chief — some  great 
calamity  might  result.  I  say  nothing 
as  to  the  Governors  of  the  Punjaub  or 
the  North- West  Provinces,  or  the  Mem- 
bers of  the  Viceroy's  Council,  or  even  the 
Governors  of  Madras  and  Bombay ;  la- 
cause,  although  I  think  the  latter  have  not 
the  same  claim  which  the  Governors 
of  the  Punjaub  and  the  North- 
West  Provinces  have  to  leave — being* 
only  officers  employed,  as  it  were, 
temporarily  in  India — I  do  not  feel 
that  the  position  of  Governor  of 
Madras  and  Bombay,  in  point  of  import- 
ance and  responsibility,  differs  so  much 
from  that  of  the  Governor  of  Bengal 
and  the  North-West  Provinces  and  the 
Punjaub  that  you  can  properly  draw 
a  distinction  between  them.  I  con- 
fine my  objections,  therefore,  to  the 
Governor  General  arid  the  Commander- 
in-Chief.  My  Lords,  I  did  not  feel  *o 
strongly  about  the  Bui  last  year ;  I  had 
not  had  time  to  consult  with  others,  and' 
I  felt  a  hesitation  in  throwing  any 
obstacle  in  the  way  of  the  Bill.  But, 
after  the  weighty  observations  of  my 
noble  Friend,  who  has  himself  been 
Viceroy,  and  whose  opinions  are  certainly 
of  value   in  the  matter,   I    trust   the* 
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transacted  by  them  on  scales  approved 
by  him.  The  Crown  Agents  pay  out  of 
the  receipts  i-eferred  to  the  rent  for  the 
use  of  the  rooms  occupied  by  them  in 
the  offices  in  Downing  Street,  which  has 
been  fixed  by  Her  Majesty's  Government. 
On  this  subject  I  may  refer  my  honu 
Friend  to  the  Parliamentary  Paper  [C 
3075]  of  1881. 


Government  will  give  very  careful  con- 
sideration to  the  objections  which  he  has 
raised. 

Motion  agreed  to  ;  Bill  read  2*  (accord- 
ing to  order),  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on 
Monday  next. 

House  adjourned  at  ten  minutes 
before  Six  o'clock. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS, 
Monday,  15th  February,  1892. 


QUESTIONS. 


CROWN  AGENTS  FOR  COLONIE8. 

Mb.  SYDNEY  OEDGE  (Stockport) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Colonies  by  whom  are  the 
Grown  Agents  for  Colonies,  or  Agents 
for  Crown  Colonies,  appointed,  and  who 
can  remove  them  ;  have  they  any  powers 
independently  of  any  special  powers 
which  may  be  given  to  them  from  time 
to  time  by  any  Crown  Colony  for  general 
or  special  purposes ;  and,  if  so,  what  are 
those  powers ;  are  Crown  Colonies  or 
any  other  Colonies  compelled  to  make 
them  their  agents,  or  may  such  Colonies 
employ  other  agents  in  England  ;  what 
is  their  remuneration,  and  by  whom  it  is 
paid ;  who  pays  their  staff;  and  do  they 
pay  any,  and  if  so  what,  rent  for  the 
rooms  which  they  and  their  staff  use  as 
offices  in  the  Colonial  Office  ? 

The  UNDER  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  for  the  COLONIES  (Baron 
H.  he  Worms,  Liverpool,  East  Toxteth): 
The  Crown  Agents  are  appointed  and 
can  be  removed  by  the  Secretary  of 
State;  but  the  question  of  removing 
them  has  never  had  to  be  considered. 
.They  act  upon  instructions  from  the 
Secretary  of  State  or  from  the  Colonial 
Governments  on  behalf  of  whom  they 
act.  Beyond  this  they  have  no  powers, 
except  what  may  be  invested  in  them  by 
Colonial  enactments  in  particular  cases. 
Crown  Colonies  are  required  to  employ 
the  Crown  Agents,  but  Colonies  having 
responsible  Governments  employ  their 
own  Agents.  The  remuneration  of  the 
Crown  Agents  and  of  their  staff  is  deter- 
mined by  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  is 
derived  from  the  payments  made  by 
Colonial  Governments  for  the  business 


THE  CASE  OF  THOMAS  NUNN. 

Mr.  PICKERSGILL  (Bethnal  Green,. 
S.W.):  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department  whether 
his  attention  has  been  called  to  the  case- 
of  Thomas  Nunn,  who,  at  the  County  of 
London  (North)  Sessions  on  Monday 
last,  having  been  found  guilty  of  at- 
tempting to  commit  a  burglary,  was 
sentenced  to  five  years'  penal  servitude, 
and  whether  there  was  any  sworn  evi- 
dence before  the  Court  to  contradict  the 
statement  of  the  prisoner  that  since  he 
last  came  out  of  prison  (about  four  years 
ago)  he  had  been  "  endeavouring  to  earn 
an  honest  living,"  and,  if  not,  whether 
he  will  consider  the  advisability  of 
materially  mitigating  the  severity  of  the- 
sentence  ? 

The  SECRETARY  op  STATE  for 
the  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr. 
Matthews,  Birmingham,  E.):  I  have 
made  inquiry  into  the  facts  of  the  case. 
The  prisoner  was  found  guilty  at  the 
County  of  London  Sessions  of  attempted 
burglary,  and,  on  a  second  indictment,  of 
being  in  possession  of  a  house  breaking 
implement  by  night.  No  evidence  was 
offered  at  the  trial  that  since  his  dis- 
charge from  prison  he  had  been  en- 
deavouring to  earn  an  honest  living  nor 
did  he  refer  the  police  to  anyone  from 
whom  information  on  this  subject  could 
be  obtained.  The  prisoner  had  been 
convicted  of  larceny  on  four  occasions 
between  1878  and  1883  and  of  assault  in 
1889.  I  am  unable  to  advise  any  mitiga- 
tion of  the  sentence. 

THE  PURCHA8E  OF  LAND  (IRELAND)' 
ACTS,  1886-1888. 

Mr.  JOHN  ELLIS  (Nottingham, 
Rushcliffe):  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land what  portion  of  the  £10,000,000 
sanctioned  by  the  Purchase  of  Land 
(Ireland)  Acts,  1885-1888,  remained  un- 
appropriated on  the  coming  into  opera- 
tion of  "  The  Purchase  of  Land  (Ireland), 
Act,  1891"? 
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The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  foe 
IRELAND  (Mr.  W.  L.  Jackson,  Leeds, 
N.) :  It  appears  from  the  Annual  Report 
of  the  Irish  Land  Commissioners  recently 
circulated,  that  up  to  the  21st  August, 
1891,  they  had  received,  after  deducting 
casesref  used, applications  for  £10, 1 25,703, 
being  £125,703  in  excess  of  the  grant  of 
£1 0,000,000.  Of  the  sum  so  applied 
for,  they  had  sanctioned  advances  to  the 
amount  of  £8,902,840,  thus  leaving  a 
sum  of  £1,097,160  available  for  applica- 
tions received  which  had  not  then  been 
ruled.  The  Commissioners  now  add  that 
further  applications  were  subsequently 
lodged,  with  the  result  that  on  December 
31st,  1891,  the  pending  applications  for 
advances  under  the  Acts  of  1885  and 
1888  were  for  £361,584  in  excess  of  the 
funds  provided  thereunder. 

THE  OFFICIAL  REPORT  OF  PRO- 
CEEDINGS IN  PARLIAMENT. 

Mr.  J.  ELLIS  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury  with  whom  the 
Government  have  entered  into  a  contract 
for  the  reporting  of  debates  and  proceed- 
ings of  the  House;  whether  any  oppor- 
tunity was  given  to  more  than  one  firm  to 
tender  for  the  same ;  and,  if  so,  whether 
he  will  state  the  names  ;  and  whether  a 
copy  of  such  contract  will  be  laid  upon 
the  Table,  and  distributed  ? 

♦The  SECRETARY  to  the  TREA- 
SURY (Sir  John  Gorst,  Chatham): 
The  Government  have  given  the  con- 
tract for  the  reporting  of  Parliamentary 
Debates  to  Reuter's  Telegram  Company, 
Limited.  Competition  for  the  contract 
was  invited  by  advertisements  in  the 
public  Press.  Sixteen  tenders  for  the 
contract  were  received;  but  it  would  be 
unusual  to  publish  the  names  of  the  un- 
successful tenderers.  I  will  lay  a  copy  of 
the  contract  on  the  Table. 

Mr.  LABOUCHERE  (Northamp- 
ton): 1  would  ask  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  whether  we  are  to  under- 
stand'that  the  contract  is  definite,  or  will 
the  House  have  an  opportunity  of  dis- 
cussing the  matter  ?  I  also  wish  to  ask 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  whether  in 
the  tenders  it  was  specifically  stated  that 
advertisements  might  be  taken  or  not  by 
the  contractor  and  put  in  at  the  end  of 
the  Reports;  and  whether,  if  that  be  not 
the  case,  if  it  was  not  state  I  that  adver- 
tisements might  be  taken,  whether 
Messrs.  Reuter  will  have  that  right  or 
not? 


Sir  JOHN  GORST :  The  contract  ii 
definitely  made ;  but  as  to  the  other 
questions  I  must  have  notice  to  enable 
me  to  answer  them. 

Mr.  J.  ELLIS:  May  I  ask 
when  the  contract  will  be  laid  on  the 
Table  ? 

Sir  JOHN  GORST :  Immediately. 

THE  FOREST   DEPARTMENT  (INDIA). 

Mr.      COGHILL    (Newcastle-under- 
Lyme) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secre- 
tary of    State    for  India  whether  the 
Government  of  India   have  repeatedly 
supported  the  claims  of  the  Covenanted 
Officers  of  the  Forest  Department  to  the 
same  pension  rules  as  their  colleagues  in 
the  Department  of  Public  Works  and 
Telegraph    Department  ;    whether  the 
Secretary   of    State    has    withheld   his 
sanction  to  the  concession  asked  for  bj 
them  ;    whether  the  recruitment  of  the 
Forest  Department  is  identical  with  that 
of    the    Public    Works  and  Telegraph 
Departments  by  competitive  examinttkn 
and  subsequent  professional  training  at 
Cooper's  Hill ;  and  whether  the  Public 
Service  Commission,  locally  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  conditions  of  the  Indies 
Services,  has  made  the  same  recommen- 
dations as  the  Government  of  India  ? 

The  UNDER  SECRETARY  o? 
STATE  for  INDIA  (Mr.  G.  Curkw, 
Lancashire,  Southport) :  The  statements 
made  in  the  question  are  substantially 
correct;  but  I  should  explain  that  the 
Secretary  of  State  has  not  refused  his 
sanction,  but  is  awaiting  further  infor- 
mation as  to  the  proposals  of  the 
Government  of  India  before  coming  to  a 
decision. 

THE  CIVIL  WAR  IN  CHILI-SHIP- 
MENT OF  SPECIE  ON  BOARD  HJL8 
"  ESPIEGLE." 

Mr.  G.  OSBORNE  MORGAN  (Den- 
bighshire, East} :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty  whether  it  is  the 
fact  that  during  the  recent  Civil  War  in 
Chili,  Captain  Clarke,  of  H.M.S.  Esptigle, 
was  induced  by  the  Dictator  Balmaceda 
to  convey  out  of  the  country  336  bars  of 
silver,  valued  at  936,824  dollars,  which, 
under  an  Act  of  the  Chilian  Legislature, 
had  been  deposited  in  the  Treasury  at 
Santiago,  upon  an  express  trust  to  secure 
the  redemption  of  the  paper  currency  of 
the  Republic;  whether  the  bullion  so 
conveyed  was  intended  to  be  used  by 
Balmaceda  for  the  prosecution  of  the 
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war  and  the  maintenance  of  his  usurped  Mr.  G.  OSBORNE  MORGAN  :  Per- 

power  ;    whether  Balmaceda    had   pre-  haps  the  noble  Lord  can  answer  the  last 

viously  applied  to  the  Bank  of  Valparaiso  question  but  one  ? 

and  to  the  National  Bank  of  Chili  to  pin-  Lord  G.    HAMILTON:   No  distinc- 

chase,  and  to  the  Commander  of  the  United  tion  is  made. 

•States  sloop  of  war  Baltimore  to  trans-  Mr.  G.  OSBORNE  MORGAN :  I  will 
port  out  of  the  country,  this  bullion,  and  take  an  opportunity  of  bringing  up  the 
whether  he  had  met  with  a  refusal  from  whole    question    in    discussion    on   the 
all  of  them  upon  the  ground  that  the  Navy  Estimates. 
same  was  subject  to  a  trust  for  the  credi- 
tors of  the  Republic ;  what  commission  GALLERY  OF  BRITISH  PICTURES. 
Captain  Clarke  received  for  his  services,  Mr    WHITMORE  (Chelsea) :   I  beg 
and  whether  he  acted   under  any  and  to  ^  the  Firgt  Commissioner  of  Works 
what  higher    authority ;    whether    the  whether  he  can  state  what  progress  has 
Admiralty  Order, .authorising  the  Com-  been  made  ^  the  negotiations  with  Mr. 
manders  of  British  men  of  war  to  carry  He       Tftte  for  the  erection  of  a  g^py 
specie  belonging  to  private  firms  or  indi-  f or  British  pictures  ? 
viduals  in  time  of  war,  appUes  to  such  a  Thb  first    COMMISSIONER  op 
«se;  and  whether  the  action  of  Captain  W0RKS  (Mr.  R.  D.  Plunket,  Dublin 
Clarke  has  been  approved  by  Her  Ma-  xjniversity) :       The    Government      are 
jest/s  Government  ?  anxiously    considering    the    matter    re- 
The  FIRST  LORD  of  the  ADM  I-  ferred    to    in  the    Question;  but   the 
RALTY  (Lord  G.   Hamilton,    Middle-  allocation  of  the  ground  owned  by  the 
sex,  Ealing):    It  is  true  that  Captain  Government  at  South  Kensington  is  a 
CJlarke,of  H.M.S.  Espiegle,  did  convey  matter,  as  my  hon.  Friend  will,  no  doubt, 

^  sp^de  from  Chili  to  M^tevideo.  ^acTion  oTaU  LtSrel  atS 

Tke  alyer  in  que^on  was  pkoed  at  the  If   m      hon.    Friend    wiU    renew    hig 

disposal  ot    the  President    by  an  Act  Question— say  a  week  hence— 1  hope  to 

I   *  th«    Cluhan     Congress.       It    was  ^    able    to    ^ve    him    some    definite 

|    not     the      duty     of     Her    Majesty's  information. 

'■  ■officers  to  inquire  into  the  policy  of  the 
proceeding  or  into  the  constitutional  DELIVERY  OF  MAILS  IN  COUNTY 
questions  which  were  in  controversy  in  WICKLOW 
ChiK.  The  legal  title  of  the  existing  ,,  „r  ■n.o.T.r,™,  /J.  i ,  ™  v  t 
Chilian  GoveLnent  was  universally  v  M»-  W:  CORBET  (Wicklow,  E.) :  I 
feoognised  by  Foreign  Governments,  and  ^8  *°  ■*  *e  Postmaster  General  if 
the  shipment  of  specie  by  the  Captain  of  he..hM  "Reived  an  application  from 
H.M.6 \  EspilgU  was  regular,  and  in  no  residents  of  the  townlands  of  Knocka- 
«u»  inconsistent  with  the  orders  on  the  ***?**  Bohnass,  Newfarm  and  Ana- 
Station.  There  is  litigation  pending  in  g°wlawn,  in  the  County  of  Wicklow, 
ttgard  to  this  question,  which  makes  it  {<*  adehveiy  of  letters  at  least  once  a 
Tadesirable  to  make  any  change  in  the  <**?  m  thoso  Pkces;  and  fnetheri.he 
regulations  at  present;  but  it  is  being  ™11  cause  their  request  to  be  complied 

considered  whether  any  further  regula-  ^*n  *  _ ,  „_„  -_n„TTOO/v„    ,  , 

*m  is  not  desirable  in  the  case  of  ^ecie  *Sl*  JAM?«  FERGUSSON :  I  have 

to  be  conveyed    at    the  instance  of  a  received  such  an  application ;  but  inas- 

pMic  authority.     Under  the  Orders  in  "™*  «    th«    let**™  **lch  wo^d  *» 

Council,  the  freight  payable  is   1   per  *$«***  number  only  52  a  week,  pro- 

*nt.  on  the  value  of  the  specie  con-  *ucmg    a  avenue   of  £5  15s.  a  year, 

leyed,  divided  in  the  following  propor-  l  re«ret  that  }fc  k*8  *ot  been  bought 

twos :— One  quarter  to  the  Admiral  on  P*0***  to  comply  *™  lt- 
the  Station :  one  half  to  the  Captain  and 

Company  of  the  vessel  conveying  the  THE  RESTORATION  OP  CSIBEBU. 

treasure;  and  one  quarter  to  Greenwich  Mr.  COBB  (Warwick,  S.E.,  Rugby) : 

Hospital.      The  Admiral   and   Captain  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of 

Clarke  have  both  asked  leave  to  return  State  for  the  Colonies,  with  respect  to 

Any  SQUIB  to  which  they  are  entitled,  the  letter  dated  the  7th  January,  1892, 

As  to  the  other  questions   I   have  no  written  by  the  direction  of  Lord  Knuts- 

information.  ford  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Aborigines 

VOL.  I.                [NEW    8ERIE8.]  T 
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.  near  Egypt,  if  return  to  Egypt   is  con- 
sidered unadvisable  ? 

Mr.  J.  W.  LOWTHER:  Since 
the  hon.  Member  placed  his  Question 
upon  the  Paper,  two  Parliamentary 
Papers  have  been  distributed,  which  will 
probably  afford  to  the  hon.  Member  all 
the  information  which  he  desires  upon 
the  subject. 


and  the  Barm. 
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8ALE    OF    INDIAN     AND     COLONIAL 
STAMPS  IN  THE  UNITED  KINGDOM. 

Mr.  HENNIKER  HEATON  (Can- 
terbury) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Postmaster 
General  whether  he  is  aware  that  in 
Sydney,  Melbourne,  and  in  other  capitals 
of  British  Colonies,  and  in  foreign 
countries,  it  is  possible  to  buy  stamps  of 
the  United  Kingdom  at  a  small  enhance- 
ment of  price;  and  whether  he  will 
provide  similar  facilities  at  the  chief 
London  and  provincial  post  offices,  and 
give  instructions  for  the  sale  of  stamps 
in  use  in  British  India  and  the  various 
British  Colonies  and  Possessions,  so  as  to 
enable  persons  in  this  country  to  send 
stamps  for  replies,  or  to  defray  small 
purchases? 

♦The  POSTMASTER  GENERAL 
(Sir  James  Fergusson,  Manchester, 
N.E.) :  It  is  not  known  if  the  post 
offices  of  British  Colonies  keep  for  sale 
stamps  of  the  United  Kingdom.  It  is 
not  thought  advisable  to  purchase  and 
keep  for  sale  in  British  post  offices 
stamps  of  India  and  the  Colonies  ;  and 
the  Post  Office  does  all  in  its  power  to 
discourage  remittances  by  postage 
stamps  in  letters,  because  of  the  tempta- 
tion thus  placed  in  the  way  of  the  sorters 
and  postmen. 

PRIVATE   POST   CARDS. 

Mr.  HENNIKER  HEATON  (Can- 
terbury) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Postmaster 
General  whether  he  intends  to  permit 
the  public  to  use  their  own  postcards 
(with  a  halfpenny  stamp  attached  to 
each),  provided  that  such  postcards  in 
size  and  in  every  other  respect  conform 
to  the  regulations ;  and  whether  he  is 
aware  that  the  cost  of  postage  stamps 
(to  the  Government)  amounts  to  only 
£16  per  million,  whereas  postcards  cost 
them  £334  per  million  ? 

♦Sib    JAMES    FERGUSSON:    The 
question   is    now   under   consideration. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  postcards  cost 
in  manufacture  not  £334,  but  £283. 
Mr.  Cuninghame  Graham 


TECHNICAL   AND   SECONDARY   EDU- 
CATION IN  THE  METROPOLIS. 

Mr.  LAFONE  (Southwark,  Ber- 
mondsey) :  I  beg  to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  whether  he  is  aware 
that  the  London  County  Council  during 
the  past  year  applied  no  part  of  the  sum 
placed  at  their  disposal  from  the  Beer 
and  Spirit  Duties  to  the  purposes  of 
technical  and  secondary  education  in  the 
Metropolis ;  and  whether  this  departure 
from  the  practice  followed  by  all  the 
County  Councils  in  England  and  Wales 
is  in  conformity  with  the  provisions  of 
the  Customs  and  Excise  Act,  1891,  by 
which  large  sums  were  placed  at  the  dis- 
posal of  the  County  Council;  and,  if  not, 
whether  it  is  his  intention  to  take  any 
steps  to  enforce  compliance  with  the  Act? 

The  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EX- 
CHEQUER (Mr.  Goschen,  St.  George's, 
Hanover  Square) :  I  am  aware  of  the 
fact  mentioned  in  the  first  part  of  the 
hon.  Member's  Question.  The  course 
taken  by  the  London  County  Council  m 
not  out  of  conformity  with  the  Custoas 
and  Excise  Act,  1890,  which  permits,  hot 
does  not  require,  the  application  of  the 
money  deiived  from  the  Beer  and  Spirit 
Duties  to  technical  and  secondary  educe- 
tion. 

DRAINAGE  OF  THE  BARROW  AND 

THE  BAKN. 

Mr.  LEAHY  (Kildare,  S.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  is 
aware  that  much  distress  and  injury  to 
property  has  been  caused  by  the  flooding 
of  the  River  Barrow  during  the  present 
season ;  and  whether  it  is  the  intention 
of  the  Government  to  introduce  a  Bill 
this  Session  for  the  drainage  of  the 
river? 

Mb.  JACKSON:  I  must  remind 
the  hon.  Member  that  a  Bill 
dealing  with  the  matter  mentioned 
cannot  be  introduced  unless  preliminary 
notices  are  served  upon  the  owners  and 
occupiers  concerned.  In  two  or  three 
successive  years  the  present  Government 
undertook  the  cost  and  trouble  of  carry- 
ing out  the  necessary  preliniinaries,  with 
a  view  to  legislating  for  the  improvement 
of  certain  rivers  of  Ireland  in  a  compre- 
hensive manner,  and  which  included  the 
case  of  the  river  mentioned.  These 
attempts,  however,  failed  to  obtain  the 
approval  of  hon.  Members  and  of  the 
House. 
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Me.  W.  A.  MACDONALD  (Queen's 
County,  Ossory) :  Is  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  aware  that  last  year  the  pre- 
sent Leader  of  the  House  distinctly  gave 
me  to  understand  that  if  there  was  a 
strong  desire  on  the  part  of  the  locality 
in  favour  of  the  measure  it  would  be  re- 
introduced ?  I  would  also  ask  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  if  he  is  aware  that  a 
great  amount  of  illness  has  arisen  from 
the  unsatisfactory  condition  of  the  river 
at  Portarlington  ? 

Mb.  JACKSON :  I  am  not  aware  of  the 
undertaking  to  which  the  hon.  Member 
refers.  If  the  inhabitants  of  the  district 
are  very  anxious  to  have  the  Bill  re- 
introduced and  legislation  passed,  that 
emphasises  the  regret  we  feel  that 
opposition  to  the  Bill  was  so  strong  that 
we  could  not  carry  it  through  on  a 
former  occasion. 

Mb.  MACARTNEY  (Antrim,  S.): 
Perhaps  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will 
answer  the  question,  of  which  I  have 
given  him  private  notice,  whether  there 
is  an  intention  to  re-introduce  the  Bann 
Drainage  Bill  ? 

Mb.  JACKSON:  I  understand  the 
necessary  notices  have  been  given,  and  it 
is  intended  to  re-introduce  the  Bill, 
which  we  hope  will  meet  with  general 
acceptance. 

THE    GREEN  8TREET  COURT-HOU8E, 

DUBLIN. 

Mb.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  (Tyrone,  S.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  his 
tttentaon  has  been  called  to  the  observa- 
tions of  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  in  open- 
ing the  City  and  County  Dublin  Com- 
lussion  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  on  Tuesday 
list,  to  the  effect  that 

"If  the  responsibility  for  the  Court-house  was 
Najoint,  the  disgrace  equally  belonged  to  the 
Corporation  and  the  Government  To-day  it 
wis  impossible  to  move  or  breathe  in  the 
Court  The  place  was  pervaded  by  a  mephitic 
atmosphere.  If  he  dia  not  find  before  the 
■at  Commission  that  some  practical  move 
wis  taken  to  remedy  the  state  of  things,  he 
would  summon  a  meeting  of  the  Common  Law 
Judges,  and  take  counsel  with  his  brethren  as 
tft  whether  they  could  not  go  elsewhere  " ; 

and  whether,  in  view  of  the  universal 
and  lonr-continued  complaints  as  to  the 
state  of  Oreen  Street  Court-house,  the 
Government  intend  to  take  any  steps  to 
secure  a  building  in  which  the  law  can 
be  administered  without  danger  to  the 
health  of  those  concerned? 


Me.  JACKSON :  The  unsatisfactory 
condition  of  Green  Street  Court-house 
in  Dublin  has  for  a  considerable  time 
engaged  the  attention  of  the  Irish 
Government.  So  far  back  as  1883  an 
arrangement  was  come  to  whereby  the 
Government  agreed  to  provide  .£13,500, 
the  Corporation  of  Dublin  £18,000,  and 
the  Grand  Jury  of  the  County  of 
Dublin  £9,000,  the  total  estimated 
cost  being  £40,500.  The  matter,  how- 
ever, subsequently  fell  through  owing 
to  the  Corporation  having  declined 
to  proceed.  The  responsibility  in  the 
matter,  therefore,  wholly  rests  with 
the  Corporation.  Should  the  Corpora- 
tion now  agree,  and  the  Grand  Jury  be 
willing  to  contribute  to  the  extent  they 
formerly  agreed,  I  shall  be  glad  to  bring 
the  matter  before  the  Treasury  for  a 
renewal  of  the  proposed  Government 
grant  of  £13,500. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Longford,  N.) : 
May  I  ask  why  a  contribution  is  ex- 
pected from  the  Corporation,  who  cannot 
even  appoint  a  Court-keeper?  What 
have  the  Corporation  to  do  with  Green- 
street  Court-house  ? 

Mr.  JACKSON  :  I  believe  the  whole 
responsibility  of  providing  a  Court-house 
rests  with  the  Corporation. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  But  will  the 
Corporation  have  any  power  in  relation 
to  the  Court-house  ? 

Mr.  JACKSON :  Perhaps  the  hon. 
Member  will  give  notice  of  his  question. 

THE  GRANT  TO  IRISH  EDUCATION. 

Colonel  NOLAN (Galway,  N.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he  would  disclose 
his  scheme  for  the  distribution  of  the 
£200,000  Irish  education  money,  and 
for  the  £100,000  left  from  last  year 
immediately  on  the  conclusion  of  the 
Address  ;  and,  if  not,  then  on  what  date  ? 

Mr.  JACKSON:  The  distribution 
of  the  £200,000  Irish  education  money 
will  be  dealt  with  in  the  Bill  about  to  be 
introduced ;  and  I  hope  to  be  in  a 
position  at  an  early  date  to  make  pro* 
posals  with  regard  to  the  allocation  of 
the  £100,000  for  the  current  year. 

Colonel  NOLAN :  Will  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  give  us  some  information  as 
to  the  probable  determination  ? 

Mr.  JACKSON:  It  is  not  in  my 
power  to  determine,  but  it  is  the  inten- 
tion to  introduce  a  proposal  at  an  early 
date. 
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THE  ALBERT  UNIVERSITY. 


Mr.  ROBY  (Lancashire,  S.E.,  Eccles): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Vice  President  of  the 
Committee  of  Council  on  Education 
whether  there  is  any  truth  in  the  reports 
that  the  Charter  for  the  Albert  Univer- 
sity is  being  re-considered  and  modified ; 
and  when  the  said  Charter  will  be  laid 
upon  the  Table  of  this  House  ? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  (Sir  W. 
Hart-Dyke,  Kent,  Dartford) :  The  Draft 
Chaiter  has  not  passed  out  of  the  hands 
of  the  Privy  Council,  but  it  is  practically 
settled,  and  will  be  laid  on  the  Table 
during  the  week. 

THE      TRAINING     OF     THE     5th 
BATTALION  ROYAL  1RI8H  RIFLE8. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON  (Belfast,  S.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  his  attention  has  been  called  to 
a  statement  that  the  5th  Battalion  Royal 
Irish  Rifles  are  to  be  removed  for  their 
trainings  this  year,  from  Downpatrick  to 
Holywood ;  and  if  he  will  give  careful 
consideration  to  the  excellent  accommoda- 
tion available  in  Downpatrick,  where 
they  have  always  assembled,  in  order 
that  they  may  continue  to  have  their 
quarters  in  that  town  ? 

The  SECRETARY  op  STATE  for 
WAR  (Mr.  E.  Stanhope,  Lincolnshire, 
Horncastle) :  The  lease  of  the  present 
range  at  Downpatrick  is  about  to  expire. 
If,  however,  the  same  range  or  another 
suitable  range  can  be  obtained  on  a 
yearly  agreement,  the  5th  Battalion 
Royal  Irish  Rifles  will  be  trained  at 
Downpatrick  this  year. 

REPORT    OF    COMMITTEE   ON  ARMY 

SERVICE. 

Sir  HENRY  HAVELOCK-ALLAN 

(Durham,   S.E.)  :     I   beg    to   ask    the 

Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether  he 

will  lay  upon  the  Table  the  Report  and 

Recommendations  of  the  Committee  on 
the  Terms  of  Service  in  the  Army, 
presided  over  by  Lord  Wantage,  also 
the  evidence  taken  before  that  Com- 
mittee; and,  if  so,  on  what  date  he 
expects  to  be  able  to  do  so ;  and  will 
this  be  in  sufficient  time  to  allow  these 
Papers  to  be  considered  by  the  House 
previous  to  the  introduction  of  the 
Army  Estimates  this  year  ? 

Mr.  E.  STANHOPE:  I  have  now 
received  all  portions  of  the  Report  of 
Lord  Wantage's  Committee,  and  I  pro- 


pose to  lay  it  on  the  Table.  The  proob 
are  being  corrected,  and  I  hope  than 
will  not  be  much  delay  in  prompting 
it.  I  have  not  received  a  complete 
copy  of  the  evidence,  and  until  I  do  I 
cannot  definitely  decide  about  presenting 
it,  although  I  should  wish  to  do  so. 

DOORKEEPERS,     MESSENGERS,    AMD 
PORTERS  IN  THE  CIVIL  SERVICE. 

Mr.  CREMER  (Shoreditoh,  Hagger- 
ston) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  whether  the  Circular  Letter 
recently  addressed  to  the  Heads  of  Public 
Departments  by  the  Comptroller  and 
Auditor  General,  asking  for  a  Return  of 
the  names  of  all  "  officers  "  over  60  yens 
of  age  serving  in  such  Departments, 
applies  also  to  doorkeepers,  messengers, 
and  porters ;  and,  if  not,  whether  there 
is  any  age  fixed  for  the  compulsory 
retirement  of  such  persons  ? 

Sir  JOHN  GORST:  The  Circuhr 
in  question  applies  only  to  tfaflst 
persons  who  come  within  the  definition 
contained  in  Clause  1  of  the  Order  in 
Council  of  August  15,  1890.  No  Order 
in  Council  has  been  passed  fixing  a  dtto 
for  the  compulsory  retirement  of  any 
person  not  included  in  the  definition. 

WORKHOUSE    LABOUR. 

Mr.  ALFRED  THOMAS  (Glamorgan, 
E.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the     ! 
Local  Government  Board  if  his  attention 
has  been  called  to  the  case  of  Charles 
Smith,  who  on  or  about  24th  January 
was  prosecuted  by  the  authorities  of  the 
Strand  Union  for  refusing  to  complete 
his  task  of  oakum  picking,  although  he 
was  suffering  from  very    bad  varicose 
veins  and  ulceration  of  the  legs  and  an 
injured  thumb,  which  was  dismissed  by 
Sir  John  Bridge,  saying  that  it  was  dis- 
graceful that  a  man  in    his  condition 
should  be  brought    before    the  Court; 
also  to  the  case  of  Martha  Davis,  who 
about  the  same  date  was  similarly  charged 
by  the  Wandsworth  Union  when  wholly 
unfit  for  the  work,  which  was  dismissed 
by  the  Magistrate,  saying  that  Martha 
Davis  had  been  charged  with  the  same 
offence  a  day  or  two  before,  and  that  it 
appeared  to  have  been  brought  out  of 
spite  ;  and  commenting  on  the   practice 
of  the  workhouse  authorities  in  bringing 
the  same  charges,  day  after  day,  in  the 
hope  of  securing  a  conviction ;   and   if 
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he  wdM  state  to  the  House  what  he 
Local  Government  Board  propose  to  do 
in  the  matter? 

The  SECRETARY  to  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  Long, 
Wilts,  Devizes):  The  attention  of  the 
Local  Government,  Board  has  been  drawn 
to  the  case  of  Charles  Smith,  and  they 
-are  in  communication  with  the  Guardians 
■of  the  Strand  Union  as  to  the  facts. 
One  of  the  Inspectors  of  the  Board  has 
in  the  meantime  seen  the  master  of  the 
workhouse,  and  has  cautioned  him  as  to 
his  taking  unfit  cases  before  the  Magis- 
trate. The  Board  are  informed  that  the 
ease  referred  to  is  the  firstwhich  has  been 
taken  by  the  master  of  the  workhouse 
before  a  Magistrate  where  the  Magistrate 
has  not  been  satisfied  that  the  offence 
charged  has  been  proved.  As  regards 
the  case  of  Martha  Davis  also,  the  Board 
are  in  communication  with  the  Guardians 
with  the  view  of  obtaining  further  in- 
formation as  to  the  facte.  With  regard 
to  the  woman  being  brought  before  the 
Magistrate  a  second  time,  I  may  observe 
that  from  the  reports  which  the  Board 
lave  already  received,  it  appears  that 
when  she  was  before  the  Magistrate  on 
tin  first  occasion,  the  case  was  dismissed 
because  the  certificate  of  the  medical 
officer  only  stated  that  she  was  capable 
of  work  in  the  infirmary,  and  not  that 
the  was  equal  to  the  work  of  washing. 
The  medical  officer  then  gave  a  certi- 
ficate that  she  was  capable  of  doing  any 
hondry  work,  including  washing,  and  it 
n*  under  these  circumstances  that  she 
nt  brought  before  the  Magistrate  the 
■econd  time.  The  medical  man  who 
examined  the  woman  by  direction  of  the 
Magistrate-  came  to  a  different  conclusion 
from  that  of  the  medical  officer. 

ARMENIAN  PRISONERS. 
Mb.  SCHWANN  (Manchester,  N.) : 
I  bag  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  Foreign  Affairs  whether  his  atten- 
tion has  been  drawn  to  the  statement  in 
the  DaUif  News  of  the  12th  instant,  from 
in  Armenian  correspondent,  that  the 
Prison  Returns  for  the  Armenian  Pro- 
vinces of  Van,  Erzeroum,  and  Moosh 
show  that  there  are  at  present  some- 
thing like  700  Armenians  awaiting  trial 
in  prison  as  political  prisoners  ;  and, 
should  he  not  possess  any  information  on 
the  subject,  will  he  give  instructions  for 
i  to    be  obtained    from    the 


proper  quarters ;  and,  in  the  event  of 
the  allegations  proving  correct,  will  Her 
Majesty's  Government  draw  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Porte  to  the  facta,  as  the 
British  Government  have  undertaken 
special  obligations  vis-a-vis  of  the 
Armenian  nation  i 

Mr.  J.  W.  LOWTHER:  No  infor- 
mation bearing  out  the  statement  referred 
to  has  been  received  at  the  Foreign  Office. 
Her  Majesty's  Representative  at  Constan- 
tinople will  be  asked  whether  there  is  any 
foundation  for  such  a  report.  Papers 
with  Reports  from  Her  Majesty's  Con- 
sular Officers  on  the  affairs  of  Asia 
Minor  will  be  presented  to  Parliament. 

THE  CONVICT  JAMES  M'KEVITT. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  (Mons- 
ghan,  N.):  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Home  Department 
whether  James  M'Kevitt,  who  was 
convicted  at  Liverpool  in  July  1881  for 
causing  a  dynamite  explosion,  is  still  in 
prison ;  what  was  his  sentence ;  and 
what  prison  is  he  at  present  confined  in  t 

Mr.  MATTHEWS :  James  M'Kevitt 
is  at  present  undergoing  a  sentence  of 
15  years'  penal  servitude  in  Chatham 
prison. 

IRISH  EDUCATION. 

Ma.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  {Tyrone,  S.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  has  given 
instructions  for  the  printing  of  the 
Return  on  Irish  Education  which  he  laid 
upon  the  Table  on  Wednesday  last,  and 
if  it  can  be  circulated  before  his  Bill  to 
improve  national  education  in  Ireland 
is  introduced  ? 

Mr.  JACKSON  :  Sir,  I  gave  instruc- 
tions last  week  for  the  printing  of  this 
Return,  and  for  its  circulation  at  the 
earliest  possible  moment.  I  have  done 
everything  in  my  power  to  hasten  it.  It 
is  rather  a  long  Return. 

CROFTER  EMIGRATION. 
Mr.  SETON-KARR  (St.  Helen's): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Lord  Advocate 
whether  the  Government  intend  to 
send  any  crofter  families  as  colo- 
nists to  Western  Canada  this  Spring ; 
if  so,  how  many ;  to  what  settle- 
ment, Saltcoats,  Killarney,  or  elsewhere; 
and  on  what  date  will  they  sail ;  what  is 
the  amount  of  funds  available  for  such 
purpose  at    present ;    and    from    what 
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sources  is  it  derived ;  have  the  powers  of 
the  recently  constituted  Colonisation 
Board  been  in  any  way  extended  as  to 
the  raising  or  utilisation  of  funds  for 
colonisation  purposes  generally;  and  do 
the  Government  intend  to  take  any 
action  on  the  lines  recommended  in  the 
Keport  of  the  Colonisation  Committee  of 
last  year? 

The  LORD  ADVOCATE  (Sir  C.  J. 
Pearson,  Edinburgh  and  St.  Andrews 
Universities) :  In  reply  to  the  first 
two  paragraphs  of  this  question,  I 
have  to  inform  my  hon.  Friend 
that  the  Government  have  no  inten- 
tion of  sending  any  crofter  families 
to  Canada  this  Spring,  there  being  at 
present  no  funds  available  for  the  promo- 
tion of  further  colonisation  from  Scotland. 
The  recently  constituted  Board  have  no 
extended  power  of  raising  funds,  but  as 
regards  utilisation  of  funds,  their  powers 
are  extended  so  as  to  include  Ireland.  It 
is  intended,  shortly,  to  ask  the  House  to 
vote  a  sum  of  money  to  enable  the  Board 
to  carry  out  colonisation  from  Scotland 
on  the  lines  recommended  by  the  Select 
Committee  last  year. 

IRISH  LAND  PURCHA8E. 
Mr.  SEXTON  (Belfast,  W.):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland 
from  how  many,  and  what,  counties 
of    Ireland    applications   for    sale    and 

purchase,  under  "The  Land  Purchase 
Act,  1891/'  were  received  up  to  the  31st 
of  December,  1891,  by  the  Irish  Land 
Commission ;  how  many  landlords  and 
how  many  tenants  were  concerned  in 
these  applications;  what  was  the  total 
amount  applied  for,  and  what  the  total, 
so  far,  sanctioned  ;  and  what  issues  of 
stock,  if  any,  have  been  made  ? 

Mr.  JACKSON :  The  Land  Commis- 
sioners report  that  applications  under 
the  Land  Purchase  Act  of  1891  were 
received  up  to  December  3 1st  from 
22  counties,  as  follows: — Ulster. — 
County  Antrim — number  of  applicants 
— i.e.,  tenants — 2  ;  two  estates ;  total 
amount  applied  for  £899.  Cavan — 
number  of  applicants,  6 ;  two  estates ; 
total  amount  applied  for,  £5,226. 
Donegal — number  of  applicants,  2 ;  one 
estate ;  total  amount  applied  for,  £825. 
Down — number  of  applicants,  1 ;  one 
estate ;  total  amount  applied  for,  £500. 
Fermanagh — number  of  applicants,  2 ; 
Mr.  Seton-Karr 


one  estate ;  total  amount  applied  for, 
£734.     Londonderry — number  of  appli- 
cants,   5 ;  four    estates ;   total    amount 
applied   for,  £3,063.    Tyrone— number 
of    applicants,   24;    two  estates;    total 
amount  applied    for,  £7,517.    Total— 
42  applications;    13    estates;     amount 
applied    for,   £18,764.     Leinster.— Kfl- 
dare — number  of    applicants,  18;    one 
estate;    amount    applied    for,    £6,260. 
Kilkenny — number    of    applicants,    4; 
two  estates ;  amount  applied  for  £4,230. 
King's  County — number  of  applicants, 
1  ;    one   estate ;    amount    applied    for, 
£400.    Longford — number  of  applicants, 
1 ;  one  estate ;  amount  applied  for,  £220. 
Meath — number  of   applicants,  3  ;  two- 
estates;    amount  applied    for,    £1,941 
Wexford — number    of    applicants,    1; 
one  estate  ;  amount  applied  for,  £1,955. 
Wicklow — number  of  applicants,  1 ;  one* 
estate ;     amount    applied    for,    £656. 
Total— 29     applicants ;     nine     estates ; 
amount  applied  for,  £15,703.    Munster. 
— Cork — number  of  applicants,  6 ;  four 
estates ;    amount   applied   for,    £6,074. 
Kerry — number  of  applicants,  63 ;  three- 
estates;   amount  applied  for,  £25,998. 
Limerick — number    of    applicants,   15  r 
four  estates;  total  amount  applied  for, 
£4,153.     Tipperary— number  of   appli- 
cants,  4  ;    two    estates ;    total    amount 
applied  for,  £2,371.    Waterford— num- 
ber   of    applicants,    3 ;    three    estates; 
total    amount     applied     for,     £2,920. 
Total — 91  applicants;  16  estates;  amount 
applied    for,    £41,516.      Connaught— 
Galway — number  of  applicants,  2 ;  one- 
estate  ;  total  amount  applied  for,  £600. 
Roscommon — number  of  applicants,  2; 
two  estates ;  total  amount  applied  for, 
£372.     Sligo — number  of  applicants,  9; 
two  estates;  total  amount  applied  for, 
£2,629.     Total  —  13    applicants ;    five 
estates ;    amount  applied    for,    £3,601. 
Totals  for  Ireland — 175  applications;  43 
estates ;    total     amount    applied     for, 
£79,584.     For  the  information  of    the 
House,  I  may  add  that,  taking  the  Re- 
turn up    to    January  31st,  the    total 
application  amounts  to  £130,000.    No 
cases  were  sanctioned  within  the  period 
specified,  and  no  stock  has  been  issued. 

IRI8H  RAILWAY8. 
ME.COLLERY(Sligo,N.):  I  begtoa.sk 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  if  his  atten- 
tion has  been  called  to  the  abandoned 
state  of  the  works  on  the  Collooney  and 
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Claremorris  Railway;  if  the  delay  is 
caused  by  some  technical  disagreement 
between  them  and  the  Treasury;  and 
whether,  in  view  of  the  responsibility 
entered  into  (on  the  faith  of  promises 
made  by  the  Government)  by  the  counties 
of  Sligo  and  Mayo,  he  will  use  his 
influence  to  bring  the  matter  to  a  speedy 
conclusion!,  so  that  the  works  may  be 
resumed  and  much-needed  employment 
given  in  a  poor  and  congested  district,  as 
well  as  to  arrest  the  further  decay  of  the 
existing  works  ? 

Sib  JOHN  GORST:  My  right  hon. 
Friend  has  asked  me  to  answer  this 
question.  The  matter  in  dispute  between 
the  Waterford  and  Limerick  Railway 
Company  and  the  Board  of  Works  is 
now  the  subject  of  negotiation.  No 
effort  will  be  spared  to  bring  about 
a  settlement  at  the  earliest  possible 
noment. 

LADY  SUB-COMMISSIONERS. 

Mb.  SCHWANN  (Manchester,  N.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  whether  Lady  Sub-Commis- 
sioners have  been  appointed  by  the 
Soyal  Commission  on  Labour"  now 
sitting  to  inquire  into  the  conditions 
tinder  which  female  labour  is  carried  on 
in  the  country ;  and,  if  so,  whether  the 
Ltdy  Sub-Commissioners  will  inquire 
bst  into  the  circumstances  of  female 
labour  in  the  Metropolis  or  in  the 
provinces? 

Mr.  GOSCHEN :  I  am  asked  by 
tty  right  hon.  Friend  to  answer  this 
question.  One  of  the  Commissioners  of 
the  Royal  Commission  on  Labour  has 
PBOommended  the  appointment  of  Lady 
Sab-Commissioiiers  to  inquire  into  the 
oonditions  of  employment  of  women  in 
certain  industries.  The  application  is 
Bow  before  the  Treasury,  and  is 
under  the  consideration  of  that  body. 

ARMY  VETERAN8. 

Major  RASCH  (Essex,  S.E.):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
^ar  js/hether  the  grant  in  aid  of  the 
Bornlbrs  of  the  Crimean  and  Indian 
Mutiny  campaigns,  alluded  to  last  Ses- 
sion, would  be  available  for  their  widows? 

Mb.  B.  STANHOPE :  I  am  afraid 
this  could  not  be  done,  as  soldiers'  pen- 
sions sure  never  in  any  case  whatever  con- 
tinued to  their  widows. 

Majob  RASCH:    I  beg  to  ask  the 


Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether  he 
would  consider  the  possibility  of  grant- 
ing some  pension  to  old  soldiers  over  50 
years  of  age  who  have  served  12  years 
with  the  colours  ? 

Mb.  E.  STANHOPE :  Any  grant  of 
deferred  pensions  would  require  great 
consideration,  as  the  amount  involved 
is  very  large;  and  the  system  would  be 
directly  contrary  to  the  principles  of 
short  service  and  a  reserve.  I  have 
already  announced  a  limited  grant  of 
pensions  to  men  who  served  in  campaigns 
before  1860  ;  and  I  am  now  considering 
whether  it  is  possible  to  reduce  the 
period  of  service  which  qualifies  for  such 
pensions. 

THE  CHILTERN  HUNDREDS. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  (North  Longford) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer  what  are  the  precedents  upon 
which  he  acted  in  granting  a  Member  of 
this  House  the  Chiltern  Hundreds  while 
the  House  was  not  sitting  ? 

Mb.  GOSCHEN :  The  dates  of  the 
grants,  together  with  the  names  of  the  hon. 
Members  during  the  last  ten  years,  are 
as  follows: — Mr.  Sullivan,  3rd  February, 
1882  ;  Sir  Charles  Russell,  6th  February, 
1882;  Mr.  Finigan,  15th  September, 
1882  ;  Mr.  Cowan,  19th  October,  1882 ; 
Mr.  Bisset,  16th  November,  1883 ;  Mr. 
Holmes,  24th  January,  1884 ;  Mr.  Cohenr 
7th  February,  1888;  Mr.  Lacaita^. 
7th  February,  1888. 

BRUSHMAKERS'    STRIKE    IN 
SHEFFIELD. 

Mb.  SYDNEY  BUXTON  (Tower 
Hamlets) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department  whether  r 
in  connection  with  the  strike  of  the 
Sheffield  division  of  the  United  Society 
of  Brushmakers,  an  application  has  been, 
made  to  the  managers  of  the  Macclesfield 
Industrial  Schools  by  certain  employers 
for  the  services  of  lads  from  the  schools 
to  take  the  place  of  those  on  strike ;  and* 
if  so,  whether  he  will  give  instructions 
that  no  such  application  be  acceded  to, 
inasmuch  as  the  Industrial  School  is  a 
State-aided  institution? 

Mb.  MATTHEWS :  I  am  informed 
by  the  Managers  of  the  Macclesfield. 
Industrial  Schools  that  no  appli- 
cation has  been  made  to  them  by 
employers  for  the  services  of  lads  from 
the  schools  to  take  the  place  of    the:- 
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Protection  Society,  in  which  it  was  stated 
that  his  Lordship  had  recently  intimated, 
not  for  the  first  time,  that  he  was  not 
prepared  to  entertain  the  restoration  of 
Usibebu  to  the  Ndwandwe  district, 
whether  he  has  now  any  intention  of 
restoring  Usibebu  or  of  allowing  him  to 
return  to  that  district;  and  if,  before 
restoring  him  or  allowing  him  to  return, 
sufficient  notice  will  be  given  to  afford 
an  opportunity  of  the  subject  being  dis- 
cussed in  Parliament ;  and  whether  the 
exclusion  of  Usibebu  will  extend  to  the 
exclusion  of  men  who  have  in  the  past 
acted  solely  under  his  orders,  such  as 
Zuya,  Somf  ula,  and  others  ? 

Baron  H.  de  WORMS :  In  reply 
to  the  first  paragraph  of  the  hon. 
Member's  Question,  I  have  to  say  that 
the  Secretary  of  State  has  not  changed 
his  intention  with  regard  to  Usibebu 
since  the  date  of  the  letter  of  the 
7th  of  January,  to  which  the  hon. 
Member  refers.  The  answer  to  the 
second  paragraph  of  the  Question  is  in 
the  negative. 

Mr.  COBB :  May  I  ask  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  whether  he  is  aware 
that  early  in  July,  1887,  Lord  Knuts- 
ford,  then  a  Member  of  this  House, 
assured  the  House  that  there  was  no  in- 
tention of  restoring  Usibebu  to  the 
district  ? 

Baron  H.  de  WORMS:  I  do  not 
think  I  can  add  anything  to  the  answer 
I  have  given.  The  Secretary  of  State  is 
not  aware  of  any  change  of  policy.  I 
have  answered  that  since  the  date  of  the 
letter  referred  to  no  change  has  taken 
place  in  the  policy. 

RELIGIOUS  FREEDOM  IN  RU88IA. 

Mr.  COBB  (Warwick,  S.E.,  Rugby) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  Foreign  Affairs  whether  the  attention 
of  the  Prime  Minister  has  been  called  to 
the  treatment  by  the  Russian  Govern- 
ment of  the  members  of  a  very  numerous 
Nonconformist  sect  in  that  country 
called  the  "  Stundists,"  the  integrity  and 
morality  of  whose  lives  are  generally 
admitted ;  whether  he  is  aware  that, 
under  the  existing  Russian  law,  it  is  a 
crime  punishable  by  penal  servitude  for 
a  Stundist  to  be  found  reading  the  New 
Testament  or  praying  in  company  with 
his  co-religionists  ;  whether  he  is  aware 
that  thousands  of  men  and  women  have 
recently,  for  these  offences,  and  for  re- 
Mr.  Cobb 


fusing  to  conform  to  the  orthodox  reli- 
gion, been,  at  the  instigation  of  tat 
prelates  and  clergy  of  the  Orthodox 
Church,  transported  without  trial  to 
Siberia,  deprived  of  their  children, 
ruined  by  heavy  fines,  flogged,  and 
treated  in  some  respects  more  harshly 
than  the  most  depraved  criminals ;  and 
whether,  in  the  interests  of  religkrat 
freedom,  Her  Majesty's  Government, 
either  alone  or  in  conjunction  with  the 
Governments  of  civilised  Suropetn 
nations,  will,  without  delay,  remonstrate 
with  the  Russian  Government  upon  the* 
course  which  they  are  taking  i 

The    UNDER     SECRETARY    or 
STATE  fob  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (Mr. 
J.  W.  Lowther,  Cumberland,  Penrith): 
According  to  the  Novoe    Vremya,  th* 
main   features   of  the  law   relating  to 
"  Stundists  "  are  the  prohibition  to  build 
chapels  or  schools,  to  hold  prayer  meet- 
ings or  assemblies,  or    to    lease  milla, 
manufactories,  or  public  houses.    Her 
Majesty's  Government  have  no   infor- 
mation beyond  that  published  in  the 
Novoe  Vremya.    Her  Majesty's  Govern* 
ment     do     not     propose     to     addres 
remonstrances  to  the  Russian  Govern- 
ment on  the  subject  of  the  administration 
of  the  laws  affecting  religious  sects  in 
cases  where  the  persons  affected  are  not 
British  subjects. 

GRANTS  TO  HOSPITALS  IN  DUBLltf 
AND  BELFAST. 

Captain  McCALMONT  (Antrimt  R): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary 
to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland 
whether,  in  consideration  of  the  fact  tint 
a  sum  of  close  upon  £16,000  is  voted  ' 
annually  by  Parliament  for  the  mainten- 
ance of  hospitals  in  Dublin,  he  will  bt 
prepared  to  recommend  that  an  annual 
grant  should  also  be  made  to  aimilar 
institutions  in  Belfast,  which  are  at 
present  of  necessity  supported  entirely 
by  voluntary  contributions  ? 

Mb.  JACKSON:  I  am  not  aware 
of  any  proposal  to  make  grants 
from  public  money  to  the  hospitals  in 
Belfast  or  in  other  cities  in  the 
United  Kingdom,  nor  even  if  such  a 
proposal  were  made  do  I  think  that  it 
would  meet  the  approval  of  the  House. 

THE  ARTILLERY  RANGES,  MAPLIN 

SANDS. 

Mb.  LABOUCHERE  (Northampton): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
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iry  whether,  in  view  of  the  Act  of 
ictoria  25  &  26,  c.  36,  and  in  view  of 
le  fact  that  it  has  been  decided  by  the 
ourt  of  Appeal,  and  confirmed  by  the 
Louse  of  Lords,  that  certain  persons  are 
Mseeaed  of  a  title  to  portions  of  the 
[aplin  Sands,  which  are  now  in  the 
ooooctaon  of  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
GTar  by  virtue  of  the  above  Act,  it  is 
itended  without  further  delay  to  pro- 
sed to  arbitration  as  to  the  amount  to 
to  them,  or  to  have  the  amount 
by  a  jury  according  to  the  pro- 
isions  of  the  Artillery  Ranges  Act, 
862;  and  whether  he  can  inform  the 
loose  what  is  the  amount  of  the  legal 
osts  and  expenses  incurred  by  the  Go- 
eminent  in  consequence  of  this  litiga- 
ion? 

The  SECRETARY  to  the  TREA- 
SURY (Sir  John  Gobst,  Chatham): 
Efforts  are  still  being  made  to  settle  by 
igreement  the  payment  to  be  made  for 
the  ranges  in  question.  The  costs  paid 
by  the  Crown  to  the  defendants  amount 
to  £8,071  15s.  7d.,  and  the  expenditure 
ty  the  Crown  to  £6,740. 

CRUELTY  TO  CHILDREN. 
Mr.  COBB  (Warwick,  S.E.,  Rugby) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Home  Department  whether  his  at- 
tention has  been  drawn  to  the  case  of 
Joseph  and  Eliza  Armistead,  people  in 
good  circumstances,  who  on  the  7th  Janu- 
ary last  were  convicted  at  the  Wands- 
worth Police  Court  of  ill-treating  and 
neglecting  an  illegitimate  child  of  the 
n3e  prisoner  seven  years  of  age,  when 
it  was  proved  that  for  months,  from 
time  to  time,  the  child  was  locked  up  in 
the  garret  or  in  the  coal  cellar,  unable  to 
get  out  for  the  common  necessaries  and 
ftiats  of  humanity,  reeking  in  filth  and 
dirt,  without  any  bed,  and  fed  on  dry 
bread  and  cold  potatoes,  and  with  regard 
to  which  the  Magistrate,  Mr.  Montagu 
WiDiame,  spoke  of  the  case  as  one  of  the 
froaioflt  possible  cruelty,  and  an  outrage 

ri  humanity,  and  said  that,  except  for 
action  of  the  Society  for  the  Pre- 
vention of  Cruelty  to  Children,  the 
child  might  still  have  been  dragging  out 
its  miserable  existence;  whether  he  is 
also  aware  that  on  the  same  day,  at  the 
Woolwich  Police  Court,  at  the  instance 
of  the  same  Society,  Alice  Moir  was  con- 
rioted  of  cruelly  beating  with  a  hearth 
brush  and  a  poker,  and  generally  ill- 


treating,  her  two  step-daughters,  aged  10 
and  3£  years,  and  the  Magistrate,  Mr. 
Kennedy,  said  that  it  was  almost  impos- 
sible to  speak  calmly  of  the  prisoner's 
conduct ;  whether  his  attention  had  been 
drawn  to  the  fact,  that  in  the  first  case 
the  full   penalty  of  three  months'  im- 
prisonment with  hard  labour  was  inflicted, 
and  in  the  second  case  three  months  and 
one  month  for  the  two  offences ;  whether 
he  is  aware  that  about  the  same  time 
Fanny  Gane,  a  girl  who  was  convicted  of 
strangling    her  newly-born   illegitimate 
child,   was    sentenced   to,   and    is  now 
undergoing,   penal    servitude    for    life; 
and  whether  he  will  communicate  with 
Stipendiary  and  other    Magistrates    in 
different  parts  of  the  country,  or  take 
any  other  steps,  with  a  view  of  amend- 
ing the  law  in  such  a  way  as  to  make  the 
punishment  more  severe  in  cases  of  gross 
cruelty  to  children,  and  less  severe  in 
cases  such  as  Fanny  Gane's  ? 

♦The  SECRETARY  op  STATE  for 
the  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr. 
Matthews,  Birmingham,  E.) :  The  state- 
ments in  the  first  four  paragraphs  of  the 

question  are  substantially  correct.  Eliza 
Armistead  and  Alice  Moir  were  convicted 
summarily,  and  the  Magistrates  in  each 
case  imposed  the  maximum  penalty  which 
the  law  allows.  Fanny  Gane  was  sen- 
tenced to  death.  This  sentence  was 
commuted  to  penal  servitude  for  life,  and 
according  to  the  usual  course  in  cases 
of  infanticide  it  will  be  further  con- 
siderably reduced ;  but  the  ultimate 
reduction  granted  is  not  usually  an- 
nounced until  sufficient  time  has  elapsed 
to  judge  of  the  conduct  of  the  prisoner 
and  of  the  effect  of  prison  discipline  on 
her  mind.  The  manner  in  which  cases 
of  infanticide  are  at  present  dealt  with 
does  not  err  on  the  side  of  severity. 

Mr.  COBB  :  Yes,  Sir ;  but  may  I  ask, 
is  it  contemplated  to  make  the  punish- 
ment more  severe  in  cases  of  gross  cruelty 
to  children  ? 

Mr.  MATTHEWS :  No ;  I  do  not 
propose  to  ask  the  House  to  amend  the 
Act  passed  in  1889. 

ARABI  PASHA. 
Mr.  CUNINGHAME  GRAHAM 
(Lanark,  N.W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
if  Her  Majesty's  Government  would  take 
into  consideration  the  removal  of  Arabi 
Pasha  to  Cyprus,  or  some  better  climate 
T  2 
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and  attention  to  a  question  has  a  right 
to  be  attacked,  and  to  have  his  word  and 
good  faith  impugned  by  a  Gentleman 
speaking  from  official  information. 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  fob 
INDIA  (Mr.  George  Curzok,  Lan- 
cashire, Southport) :  I  certainly  bad  not 
the  other  evening  any  intention  of  being 
in  the  least  discourteous  to  the  hon. 
Gentleman,  still  lees  of  imputing  culpable 
negligence  to  him  in  any  form  that  could 
be  considered  offensive  by  himself.  I 
am  glad  he  has  called  my  attention  to 
his  fact,  and  that  he  has  given  me 
his  authority  for  the  figures  he 
used.  The  other  night  the  only  authority 
be  gave  when  I  asked  him  was  the  elec- 
tioneering speeches  delivered  by  two 
gentlemen  in  1885. 

Mb.  MAC  KEJLL  :  I  did  not  quote 
the  electioneering  speeches  for  that  state- 
ment, but  for  a  statement  that  out  of 
900  ITncovenanted  Service  appointments 
only  nine  were  held  by  natives. 

Mb.  CUR20N :  I  am  sorry  to  have 
imperfectly  understood  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man, but  he  will  now  understand  my 
reason  for  regarding  with  suspicion  his 
authority  the  other  night.  I  am  glad 
the  figures  he  quoted  came  from  the 
Blue  Book,  and  I  am  obliged  to  him  for 
making   the  explanation    he    has    now 

Mb.  MAC  NBILL  :  Mr.  Spea  ker 
which  is  correct  now  ? 

OBDEBS    OF    THE    DAY. 


which  Your  Majestv  and  this  Nation  bait 
been  visited,  in  the  death  of  Hie  Roys 
Highness  Price  Albert  Victor,  Dofcs  d 
Clarence  and  Avondsle : 

We  assure  Tour  Majesty  of  oar  hearths, 

participation    in    the     universal    feetinc  d 


with    Tour    Majesty 

nedWafldtMB 

of  the  calaamy 

"  by  thelo* 


sympathy 

Majesty's  family  under  this 


deep  Be 

of  your  Majesty's  subjects  i 

which  the  counter  baa  s — '~™ 

of  a  Prince  who  had   i .....    

general  affection  and  regard  of  Tour  Majaftyfc 
subjects."— {Mr.  Herman  Hodge.) 

Main  Question  again  proposed. 

Debate  resumed. 

(4.23.)  Mr.  SEXTON  (West  Belfast), 
in  rising  to  move  as  an  Amendment  to 
the  Address,  at  end,  to  add, — 


"  We  deem   it  our  duty  to 
Majesty  that  a  decisive  majority  of  the 
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ANSWER      TO      HER 
MAJESTY'S   MOST  GRACIOUS  SPEECH. 
ADJOURNED     DEBATE. 

Order  read,  for  resuming  Adjourned 
Debate  on  Main  Question  [9th  Febru- 
ary]— "  That  an  humble  Address  be 
presented  to  Her  Majesty,  as  fol- 
lowed : — 

Moat  Gracious  Sovereign, 

We,  Tour  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal 
subjects,  the  Commons  of  the  United  Kingdom 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  in  Parliament 
assembled,  beg  leave  to  offer  our  humble 
thanks  to  Your  Majesty  for  the  gracious 
speech  which  Your  Majesty  has  addressed  to 
both  Houses  of  Parliament: 

We  take  this  first  opportunity  of  offering 
to  Tour  Majesty  our  sincere  condolence  in  the 

mtnintiris      d  iSpeil  SAti  OFl     Of      Pn*»iJ«"«      — Ul» 
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Imperial  Parliament  to  legislate  for  Ireland  •» 
her  distinctive  interests  require,  and  that  mk 
conviction  has  been  intensified  by  the  msamst 
failure  of  the  Land  Purchase  Ant  of  1BO  » 
afford  an  acceptable  basis  for  the  atsmrinal 
the  class  of  occupying  proprietors  in  IltJsaA," 

raid:  at  the  advanced  stage  which  the 
Debate  on  the  Address  has  reached  I  think  ; 
it  needful  to  refer  to  one  passage  is  the 
Speech  from  the  Throne,  and  even  this 
reference  I  should  not  have  been  com- 
pelled to  make  if  it  had  not  appeared  to 
me  that  there  is  a  serious  discord  and  sn 
air  of  contradiction  between  the  paHsa* 
in  question  and  some  recent  speeches  of 
the  Principal  Minister  of  the  Crown. 
Sir,  we  are  told  in  the  Royal  Speech  that 
proposals  will  be  laid  before  us  for  apply- 
ing to  Ireland  the  general  principles  affect- 
ing Local  Government  already  adopted  in 
Great  Britain.  Now,  the  fundaments! 
principle  of  the  scheme  of  Local  Govern- 
ment adopted  in  Great  Britain  is  that 
the  majority  have  the  right  to  rule ;  that 
the  majority  of  the  electors  shall  dictate 
the  composition  of  the  Local  Governing 
Bodies,  and  that  the  majority  of  the 
Local  Governing  Bodies  shall  dictate  the 
course  of  the  administration  of  their 
affairs.  I  must  say  I  can  discover  no 
satisfactory  accord  between  that  declara- 
tion in  the  Speech  from  the  Throne  and 
the  observations  affecting  Ireland  in  the 
speech  of  Lord  Salisbury  at  Exeter,  a 
speech  which  has  already  been  referred 
to  in  this  Debate.  I  confess  I  thought 
it  rather  hard  that  the  First  Lord 
of  the    Treasury,    who    has    otherwise- 
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2uite  enough  to  do,    should   have    to 
efend  an    orator  so  erratic  and   un- 
ruly as  the  Prime  Minister.     However, 
Sir,  I  am  bound  to  say,  in  justice  to 
the  First  Lord,  that  he  associated  him- 
self as  little  as  possible  with  the  speech 
4>f  the  Prime  Minister.     He   began  by 
saying  he  had  not  read  it.     That  did 
no  credit  to  his  powers  of  defence — at 
■any  rate,  it  was  not  a  brilliant  defence. 
For  my  own  part,  I  should  have  been 
inclined  to  take  no  notice  of  any  lan- 
guage that  Lord  Salisbury  might  apply 
to  Ireland.      We   have   had  some  ex- 
perience of  him.     It  is  not  so  long  ago 
since  he  compared  the  Irish  people  to 
Hottentots;     he    said    that    we    were 
-addicted  to  crime ;  he  said  that  the  only 
way  of  dealing  with  us  was  by  firm  and 
resolute  government,  and  now  we  under- 
stand from   actual  experience   what  is 
meant  by  that  famous  phrase.     Sir,  it 
means  the  suppression  for  ever  of  the 
odinary  rights  of  the  community  and  of 
the  rights  and  privileges  granted  by  the 
British  Constitution.     It  means,  as  to 
4dmimstration,  that  every  official  is  to  be 
-cuoouraged  to  attack  the  rights  of  the 
people,  that  if  he  is  challenged  at  law  he 
win  be  defended  out  of  the  public  purse ; 
that  his  own  word  will  be  taken  as  final 
in  the  matter  of  guilt  or  innocence ;  and 
that  all  demands  for  investigation  are  to 
he  spurned.    These  being  the  acts  of 
Lord  Salisbury,  why  should  we  be  sur- 
prised at  his  language?     Sir,  I  shall  be 
content  to  leave  to  the  electors  of  this 
country,  whose  opportunity  will  shortly 
come,  the  question  whether  the  language 
of  insult  towards  the  creed  of  vast  multi- 
tudes of  the  people  of  this  realm  befitted 
the  Prime  Minister  of  Great  Britain.     It 
strikes  me  that  the  language  of  Lord 
Salisbury  at  Exeter  was  something  more 
than  mere  general  declamation.    I  know 
that  Lord  Salisbury  is  a  scoffer  by  nature, 
that  he  is  a  bigot  by  calculation,  and  that 
he  wul  not  consent  to  bridle  his  tongue 
when  his  party  so  desire.     He  will  de- 
nounce the  religion  of  the  Roman  Catho- 
des to-day  and    court  their  votes  to- 
Jwrrow,  according  as  it  suits  his  purpose. 
WhenI  read  the  language  of  Lord  Salis- 
bury at  Exeter  I  asked,  What  is  his 
present  and  immediate  object  ?    What  is 
the  meaning  of  this  elaborate  attempt  to 
exalt  the  minority  and  insult  and  degrade 
in  public  estimation  the  majority  of  the 
Irish  people?     Sir,  the  conclusion  at 
which  I  arrived  was  that  the  Prime 


Minister  was  endeavouring  to  influence 
the  course  of  public  opinion  in  respect  to 
the  Local  Government  Bill.    Lord  Salis- 
bury has  turned  history  upside  down, 
has  inverted  his  facts  to  suit  his  purposes. 
So  far  from  it  being  true  that  the  Catho- 
lics of  Ireland  exhibited  an  attitude  of 
hostility  towards  the    Government    of 
England  (which  well  deserved  it),  their 
great  historical  fault  has  been  in,  regard 
to  the  Government  of  this  country,  that 
they  have  been  too  patient,  too  submissive. 
If   they    have    made    progress,  and   if 
they  are  likely  to  make  more,  it  is  due  to 
the  fact  that  they  have  had  much  suffer- 
ing, and  they  have  learned  much   in  the 
past.      The     Irish     Catholics     of     the 
present  day  are  men  of  keener  judgment 
than    their    forefathers,  and    of    more 
penetrating  insight  into  political  affairs. 
They  are  more  stern  and  persistent,  and 
it  is  with  these  qualifications  that   Lord 
Salisbury  and  all  concerned  will  have  to 
take  account  in  their  future  transactions 
affecting  Ireland.      How  was  it  Lord 
Salisbury  described  the  majority  of  the 
Irish  people?    The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man   the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury, 
who  was  very  careful  and  guarded  in 
his  speech  the  other  day,  treated  the 
speech  of  the  Prime  Minister  as  if  he 
had  only  said  that  the  rich  in   Ireland 
were  the  few,  and  that  the  poor  were 
the  many.     But  the  Prime  Minister  said 
a  great  deal  more.     He  said  the  majority 
contained    all    that    is   backward    and 
unprosperous,  and  all  that  is  opposed  to 
civilisation   and    enlightenment.     Now, 
what  does  the  minority  contain  ?      It 
contains    the    Irish    landlords.     When 
you  remember  what  they  have  been  and 
what  they  have  done,  what  great  powers 
they  have  misused,  what  splendid  oppor- 
tunities they  have  wasted  for  promoting 
civilisation  and  enlightenment,  how  they 
have  squandered  their  substance,  how 
they  have  been  the  plague  of  Ireland 
and     the    disgrace    of    this    Empire, 
do    I    go    too    far,   in    the    view    of 
any    impartial     mind,    when     I      say 
that  the  landlords  of  Ireland  have  shown 
themselves  to  be  the  most  backward  and 
the  most  unprogressive  body  of  men  not 
only  in  Ireland,  but  in   Europe  ?     Its 
idea  of  enlightenment  is  to  perpetuate 
sectarian  rancour  by  keeping  alive  the 
passions  of  a  religious  quarrel  that  ended 
two  centuries  ago.     It  contains  all  those 
whose  idea  of  civilisation  is  to  resist — 
no,  not  to  resist,  to  threaten  to  resist 
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— the  grant  by  the  Imperial  Parliament 
and  the  Crown  of  a  free  Constitution  to 
Ireland.  If  the  majority  in  Ireland 
contain  an  element  that  is  rather  back- 
ward and  unprosperous,  to  what  is  that 
due?  It  is  due  to  the  fact  that  you 
have,  for  generations,  deliberately  ex- 
ploited their  country  in  the  interests  of 
an  intruded  class,  in  the  interests  of  a 
class  to  whom  you  gave  legal  power  over 
the  means  of  the  livelihood  of  the 
people,  and  who  use  that  power  without 
stint  and  ruth  to  strip  the  people  bare 
and  keep  them  in  a  state  of  abject 
poverty.  The  true  cause  of  the  back- 
wardness of  Ireland  was  stated  in  an 
earlier  and  a  wiser  speech  of  Lord 
Salisbury,  when  he  said  that  it  was  due, 
not  to  the  Celtic  race,  to  the  Catholic 
Creed,  nor  to  the  democratic  sentiment 
of  Ireland,  but  to  the  fact  that  the 
British  Government  existed  in  Ireland, 
and  that  an  alien  rule  had  cast  a  blight 
upon  the  life  of  the  people.  Those  of 
the  Irish  majority  who  have  been  able 
to  make  their  way  outside  the  sphere  of 
British  rule  to  any  other  country  in  the 
world,  where  the  chance  of  fair  play 
existed,  or  even  inside  the  sphere 
of  British  rule,  but  outside  the  circle  of 
Irish  maladministration,  have  shown 
that  they  are  as  able  to  prosper  as  well 
as  any  other  men,  and  that  they  are 
fully  alive  to,  and  not  opposed  to,  civilisa- 
tion and  enlightenment.  The  backward- 
ness of  Ireland,  so  far  as  it  exists,  is  due 
solely  to  her  poverty.  Her  poverty  is 
directly  due  to  the  necessary  effect  of 
your  agrarian  policy,  and  you  cannot 
attempt,  in  regard  to  this  question  of 
Local  Government,  to  make  this  wrong- 
doing in  the  past,  and  in  the  present,  a 
justification  for  committing  further  in- 
justice. The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
was  more  guarded  in  his  own  opinion 
than  the  Prime  Minister,  but  his 
observations  equally  challenged  notice. 
I  am  at  a  loss  to  understand  why  he 
brought  in  the  question  of  Ulster.  He 
spoke  of  Ulster  as  if  it  were  a  political 
unit.  But  it  is  nothing  of  the  kind. 
The  other  three  provinces  of  Ireland  are 
political  units,  but  Ulster  is  not  a 
political  unit,  and,  what  is  more,  it  never 
will  be.  Ulster  is  represented  in  this 
House  by  33  Members,  of  whom  16  are 
adherents  of  the  Government  and  17  are 
Nationalists.  It  is  true  the  four 
Eastern  Counties  have  a  majority  of 
Protestants,  but  the  five  Western 
Mr.  Sexton 


Counties    contain     a    heavy    majority, 
which  is   Catholic,  Celtic,  and 
alist.       Why,     therefore,      the 
Lord    of    the    Treasury    should    have 
brought  in  Ulster,  in  view  of  the  facts  I 
have  stated,  which  can  lead  to  no  inference 
unfavourable  to  our  view  of  Home  Role 
and  Local  Government,  is  more  than  I 
can  attempt  to  explain.     But  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  has  evolved  out  of 
his    own     reflection    another    delusion 
which  may  be  corrected  by  a  very  little- 
inquiry.      He  stated  in  his  speech  the 
other  night,  that  the  line  of  division  of 
political  opinion  in  Ireland  correspond* 
with  the  line  of    demarcation  between 
backwardness  and    progress — very    in- 
genious, truly,  and  very  convenient  for 
the  Government,  no  doubt ;  but  I  submit 
that  the  contrary  is  the  case.     If  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  meant  to  refer  to 
education,  I  can  tell  him  that  the  Irish 
Catholics,  class  for  class,  are  now  as  well 
educated  as  Protestants,  and  they  have 
proved  themselves  well  able  to  hold  their 
own  in  every  form  of  contest  and  com- 
petition, and  in  every  walk  of  life.  They 
are  as  well  educated  as  the  rank  which 
resorts    to    the    University,  or   as  the- 
children  of  the  peasant  who  resort  to  the 
National   School.     Did  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  intend  to  speak  of  wealth  t 
Again,  I  say  the  landlords  of  Ireland, 
their  connections  and  dependents,  are  the 
marrow  and  substance  of  the  minority. 
But  many  of  them  are  in  a  condition  of 
insolvency.     Most  of  them  have  nothing 
to  spare,  and  the  few  amongst  them  that 
can  be  called  men  of    wealth  have  no 
more  claim  to  be  counted  than  is  justi- 
fied by  what  they  draw  from  Ireland, 
which     they     spend,     together     with 
their  lives,  in    England    or    in    somo 
other     country.     Let    not     the    right 
hon.  Gentleman  forget  that  eleven  yearn 
ago  the  Irish  tenant  acquired  by  law  the 
legal  proprietorship  of  the  soil.      I  have 
no  doubt  that  if  a  precise  valuation  could 
be  made  of  the  assets  of  every  Irishman 
in  Ireland,  and  his  debts  deducted  from 
it,  it  would  be  found  that,  poor  as  the 
people  undoubtedly  are — poverty,  how- 
ever, is  a  relative  term,  and  better  than 
insolvency — the  majority  of  them  now 
hold  in  their  hands  the  greater  part  of 
the  real,  actual,  and  genuine  value  and 
capital  of  the  country.     If  the  light  hon. 
Gentleman  choose  to  get  a  Return  from 
the  London  Insurance  Companies,  and 
from  other  persons  who   have    loaned 
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mey  on  Irish  land  which  has  not  been 
paid,  and  that  were  laid  on  the  Table, 
nrould  be  seen  that  the  money  lent  to 
»  Irish  landlords,  and  not  repaid, 
>bably  amounts  to  very  nearly  the  fee- 
lple  value,  at  the  present  moment,  of 
»  entire  soil  of  Ireland.  So  much  for 
a  theory  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman — 
it  the  line  of  political  division  of 
inion  corresponds  to  the  line  of  demar- 
ion  between  backwardness  and  pro- 
se. I  would  respectfully  invite  him, 
>ecially  in  these  matters  of  practical 
halation  where  precision  is  so  impor- 
it,  not  to  found  himself  upon  baseless 
wry  notoriously  at  variance  with  the 
!ts.  If  these  two  Ministers,  the 
line  Minister  and  the  First  Lord 
the  Treasury,  intended  by 
rir  speech,  and  by  then*  attack 
on  the  majority  of  the  Irish 
yple  and  their  elaborate  praises  of  the 
nority,  to  convey  that  the  proposals  to 

made  before  us  in  regard  to  Ireland 
raid  allow  the  majority  to  rule,  their 
y  of  expressing  that  view  is  so  exceed- 
gly  indirect  that  I  may  be  pardoned 
•  entertaining  some  doubt  upon  that 
int.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  the  Prime 
mister  and  the  First  Lord  meant  that 
By  will  not  apply  to  Ireland  the  rule 
it  they  apply  to  England — that  the 
nority  in  Ireland  is  to  be  fortified  or 
rtected,  and  that  the  majority  is  to  be 
rbed  and  checked — then  it  would  have 
m  more  frank  to  have  advised  the 
rereign  not  to  tell  the  House  that 
>poeals  would  be  made  on  the  same 
leral  principles  already  adopted  in 
eat  Britain,  but  that  the  principles 
>pted  here  are  opposed  to  those  they 
end  to  apply  to  Ireland.     However, 

shall  very  freely  be  able  to  judge  of 
it  as  soon  as  we  see  the  Bill ;  but,  in 

>  meantime,  I  think  it  necessary  that  a 
tement  proceeding  from  so  high  an 
ihority,  and  intended  perhaps  to  have 
overt  bearing  upon  immediate  legis- 
km,  should  not  be  allowed  to  pass  un- 
ilenged.  Sir,  in  the  Amendment  which  I 
w  move  I  invite  the  House  to  inform 

>  Sovereign  that  a  decisive  majority  of 

>  Irish  people,  and  of  their  Representa- 
ea  in  this  House,  are  convinced  of  the 
Arility  of  the  Imperial  Parliament  to 
{slate  for  Ireland  as  her  distinctive 
erests  require,  and  that  this  conviction 
\  been  intensified  by  the  manifest  failure 
the  Land  Purchase  Act  of  1891,  to 
>rd    an    acceptable    basis    for    the 


extension  of  the  class  of  occupying 
proprietors  in  Ireland.  I  do  not  en- 
deavour in  my  Amendment  to  define 
precisely  the  inability  of  the  Imperial 
Parliament  to  legislate  well  for  Ireland, 
because  I  think  it  comprises  more  what 
physicians  call  a  complication  of  dis- 
orders. It  proceeds  from  profound 
ignorance  of  Ireland,  an  ignorance 
which  I  may  as  well  say  is  incurable,, 
because  you  are  resolved  not  to  take 
advice;  and  it  proceeds  partly  from 
prejudice,  which  is  certainly  not  upon 
the  decrease  among  the  Party  opposite. 
That  inability,  also,  in  a  great  measure 
proceeds  from  the  increasing  strain  and 
pressure  of  the  duties  of  this  Parliament, 
and  that  is  a  cause  which  will  not  diminish, 
but  must  increase,  as  time  goes  on.  It 
will  be  observed  that  I  do  not  invite 
from  this  House  any  declaration  as  to  the 
right  of  Ireland  to  a  separate  Legislature. 
The  judgment  of  Ireland  upon  that  sub- 
ject is  quite  enough  for  me ;  and  the 
judgment  of  Ireland  is  undoubtedly  that, 
even  if  your  legislation  for  her  interests 
were  as  good  as  it  is  bad ;  that  circum- 
stance would  not  affect  her  natural  and 
historic  right,  which  she  is,  under  all  cir- 
cumstances, determined  to  maintain.  I  do 
not  even  ask  you  to  declare  upon  the  ex- 
pediency of  a  separate  Legislature  for 
Ireland.  That  is  a  question  for  the 
electors  of  the  country,  which  will  pre- 
sently come  before  them,  and  to  them  I 
am  content  to  leave  it.  I  do  not  raise 
any  debate  upon  this  occasion  upon  any 
specific  scheme  of  Home  Rule.  I  think 
the  gallant  Gentleman  opposite  must 
admit  that  it  would  be  idle  for  me  to  do 
so  in  the  presence  of  a  trenchant  majority 
which  is  firmly  pledged  to  opposition  to 
any  and  all  Home  Rule,  and  also  committed 
by  its  own  legislative  act  to  the  perpetual 
coercion  of  Ireland.  It  would  be  idle 
to  raise  discussion  now  ;  but  the  time  for 
it  will  come  very  shortly,  when  the 
Minister  vested  with  the  power  of  con- 
ferring a  Parliamentary  Constitution 
upon  Ireland  proceeds  to  invite  tho 
House  of  Commons  to  execute  the  will 
of  the  country.  I  am  not  moved  by  the 
circumstance,  of  which  I  am  well  aware, 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Mem-, 
ber  for  West  Birmingham  is  athirst  for 
particulars,  and  I  know  very  well  what 
he  did  with  particulars  when  he  had 
them  before.  He  affected  to  accept  the 
principle,  but  he  used  the  particulars  to 
attack  the  principle.     He  attacked  the. 
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sources  is  it  derived ;  have  the  powers  of 
the  recently  constituted  Colonisation 
Board  been  in  any  way  extended  as  to 
the  raising  or  utilisation  of  funds  for 
colonisation  purposes  generally;  and  do 
the  Government  intend  to  take  any 
action  on  the  lines  recommended  in  the 
Report  of  the  Colonisation  Committee  of 
last  year? 

The  LORD  ADVOCATE  (Sir  C.  J. 
Pearson,  Edinburgh  and  St.  Andrews 
Universities) :  In  reply  to  the  first 
two  paragraphs  of  this  question,  I 
have  to  inform  my  hon.  Friend 
that  the  Government  have  no  inten- 
tion of  sending  any  crofter  families 
to  Canada  this  Spring,  there  being  at 
present  no  funds  available  for  the  promo- 
tion of  further  colonisation  from  Scotland. 
The  recently  constituted  Board  have  no 
extended  power  of  raising  funds,  but  as 
regards  utilisation  of  funds,  their  powers 
are  extended  so  as  to  include  Ireland.  It 
is  intended,  shortly,  to  ask  the  House  to 
vote  a  sum  of  money  to  enable  the  Board 
to  carry  out  colonisation  from  Scotland 
on  the  lines  recommended  by  the  Select 
Committee  last  year. 

IRISH  LAND  PURCHASE. 
Mr.  SEXTON  (Belfast,  W.):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland 
from  how  many,  and  what,  counties 
of    Ireland    applications   for    sale    and 

purchase,  under  "The  Land  Purchase 
Act,  1891,"  were  received  up  to  the  31st 
of  December,  1891,  by  the  Irish  Land 
Commission ;  how  many  landlords  and 
how  many  tenants  were  concerned  in 
these  applications;  what  was  the  total 
amount  applied  for,  and  what  the  total, 
so  far,  sanctioned  ;  and  what  issues  of 
stock,  if  any,  have  been  made  ? 
^  Mr.  JACKSON :  The  Land  Commis- 
sioners report  that  applications  under 
the  Land  Purchase  Act  of  1891  were 
received  up  to  December  31st  from 
22  counties,  as  follows: — Ulster. — 
County  Antrim — number  of  applicants 
— i.e.f  tenants — 2  ;  two  estates ;  total 
amount  applied  for  £899.  Cavan — 
number  of  applicants,  6 ;  two  estates ; 
total  amount  applied  for,  £5,226. 
Donegal — number  of  applicants,  2 ;  one 
estate ;  total  amount  applied  for,  £825. 
Down — number  of  applicants,  1 ;  one 
estate ;  total  amount  applied  for,  £500. 
Fermanagh — number  of  applicants,  2 ; 
Mr.  Seton-Karr 


one  estate ;  total  amount  applied  for, 
£734.     Londonderry — number  of  appli- 
cants,   5 ;  four    estates ;   total    amount 
applied   for,  £3,063,    Tyrone— number 
of    applicants,   24;    two  estates;    totar 
amount  applied    for,   £7,517.     Total— 
42   applications;    13    estates;     amount 
applied    for,   £18,764.     Leinster.— Kfl- 
dare — number  of    applicants,  18;    one 
estate;    amount    applied    for,    £6,260. 
Kilkenny — number    of    applicants,    4; 
two  estates ;  amount  applied  for  £4,230. 
King's  County — number  of  applicants, 
1  ;    one   estate ;    amount    applied   for, 
£400.   Longford — number  of  applicants, 
1 ;  one  estate ;  amount  applied  for,  £220. 
Meath — number  of   applicants,  3  ;  two- 
estates;    amount  applied    for,    £1,941 
Wexford — number    of    applicants,    1; 
one  estate ;  amount  applied  for,  £1,955. 
Wicklow — number  of  applicants,  1 ;  on* 
estate ;     amount    applied    for,    £656. 
Total— 29     applicants ;     nine     estates ; 
amount  applied  for,  £15,703.     Munster. 
— Cork — number  of  applicants,  6 ;  four 
estates ;    amount   applied    for,    £6,07i 
Kerry — number  of  applicants,  63 ;  three- 
estates;   amount  applied  for,  £25,998. 
Limerick — number    of    applicants,   15? 
four  estates;  total  amount  applied  for, 
£4,153.     Tipperary — number  of   appli- 
cants, 4  ;    two    estates ;    total    amount 
applied  for,  £2,371.     Waterford— num- 
ber   of    applicants,    3 ;    three   estates; 
total    amount     applied     for,    £2,980. 
Total — 91  applicants;  16  estates;  amount 
applied    for,    £41,516.      Connaught.- 
Galway — number  of  applicants,  2 ;  one* 
estate ;  total  amount  applied  for,  £600* 
Roscommon — number  of  applicants,  2; 
two  estates ;   total  amount  applied  for, 
£372.     Sligo — number  of  applicants,  9; 
two  estates;  total  amount  applied  for, 
£2,629.     Total— 13    applicants;    five 
estates;    amount  applied    for,    £3,601. 
Totals  for  Ireland— 175  applications;  43 
estates ;     total     amount    applied    for, 
£79,584.     For  the  information  of   the 
House,  I  may  add  that,  taking  the  Re- 
turn up    to    January  31st,  the   total 
application  amounts  to  £130,000.    No 
cases  were  sanctioned  within  the  perioff 
specified,  and  no  stock  has  been  issued. 

IRISH  RAILWAYS. 
Mn.COLLERY(Sligo,N.):  Ibegtoa* 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  if  his  atten- 
tion has   been  called  to  the  abandoned 
state  of  the  works  on  the  Collooney  an* 
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■ramorris  Railway ;  if  the  delay  i 
need  by  some  technical  disagreement 
twean  them  and  the  Treasury;  an< 
tether,  in  view  of  the  responsibility 
tend  into  (on  the  faith  of  promises 
ide  by  the  Government)  by  the  counties 
Sligo  and  Mayo,  he  will  use  him 
Buenos  to  brine  the  matter  to  a  speedy 
Delusion,  so  that  the  works  may  be 
nutted  and  much-needed  employment 
ran  in  a  poor  and  congested  district,  at 
II  as  to  arrest  the  further  decay  of  the 
Ming  works  ? 

Bra  JOHN  GORST :  My  right  lion. 
iend  has  asked  me  to  answer  this 
estion.  The  matter  in  dispute  between 
a  W&terford  and  Limerick  Railway 
impany  and  the  Board  of  Works  in 
iw  the  subject  of  negotiation.  No 
brt  will  be  spared  to  bring  about 
posaibli 


LADY  SUB-COMMISSIONERS. 
Ma.  SCHWANN  (Manchester,  N.) 
beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Msnry  whether  Lady  Sub-Commis- 
ners  have  been  appointed  by  the 
oval  Commission  on  Labour  now 
tang  to  inquire  into  the  conditions 
ldw  which  female  labour  is  carried  on 
i  the  country  ;  and,  if  so,  whether  the 
idy  Sub-Commissioners  will  inquire 
at  into  the  circumstances  of  female 
boar  in  the  Metropolis  or  in  the 
minces? 

Me.  OOSCHEN :  I  am  aaked  by 
J  right  hon.  Friend  to  answer  this 
weiion.  One  of  the  Commissioners  of 
w  Royal  Commission  on  Labour  has 
nanmended  the  appointment  of  Lady 
ub-Commissioners  to  inquire  into  the 
"iditions  of  employment  of  women  in 
tain  industries.  The  application  is 
t™  before  the  Treasury,  and  is 
"dor  the  consideration  of  that  body. 

ARMY  VETERANS. 

Major  BASCH  (Essex,  S.E.):  I 
ag  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
fa^hetbar  the  grant  in  aid  of  the 
jrrpjrs  of  the  Crimean  and  Indian 
tvtmy  campaigns,  alluded  to  last  See- 
w,  would  be  available  for  their  widows? 

Mr.  E.  STANHOPE :  I  am  afraid 
Us  could  not  be  done,  as  soldiers'  pen- 
°ns  are  never  in  any  case  whatever  eon- 
"ned  to  their  widows. 
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Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether  he 
would  consider  the  possibility  of  grant- 
ing some  pension  to  old  soldiers  over  50> 
years  of  age  who  have  served  12  years 
with  the  colours? 

Me.  E.  STANHOPE :  Any  grant  of 
deferred  pensions  would  require  great 
consideration,  as  the  amount  involved 
is  very  large ;  and  the  system  would  be 
directly  contrary  to  the  principles  of 
short  service  and  a  reserve.  I  have 
already  announced  a  limited  grant  of 
pensions  to  men  who  served  in  campaigns 
before  1860 ;  and  I  am  now  considering 
whether  it  is  possible  to  reduce  the 
period  of  service  which  qualifies  for  such 
pensions. 


THE  CHTLTERN   HUNDREDS. 

Me.  T.  M.  HEALY  (North  Longford): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer what  are  the  precedents  upon 
which  he  acted  in  granting  a  Member  of 
this  House  the  Chiltem  Hundreds  while 
the  House  was  not  sitting  ? 

Me.  GOSCHEN :  The  dates  of  the 
grants,  together  with  thenamesof  the  hon. 
Members  during  the  last  ten  years,  are 
as  follows: — Mr.  Sullivan,  3rd  February, 
1882  ;  Sir  Charles  Russell,  6th  February, 
1882;  Mr.  Finigan,  15th  September, 
1882  ;  Mr.  Cowan,  19th  October,  1882  ; 
Mr.  Bisset,  16th  November,  1883 ;  Mr. 
Holmes,  24th  January,  1884  ;  Mr.  Cohen, 
7th  February,  1888;  Mr.  Lacaita, 
rth  February,  1888. 


SHEFFIELD. 
Me.  SYDNEY  BUXTON  (Tower 
Samlets) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of. 
State  for  the  Home  Department  whether, 
in  connection  with  the  strike  of  the 
Sheffield  division  of  the  United  Society 
of  Brush  makers,  an  application  has  been, 
made  to  the  managers  of  the  Macclesfield 
Industrial  Schools  by  certain  employers' 
for  the  services  of  lads  from  the  schools 
to  take  the  place  of  those  on  strike;  and,, 
if  so,  whether  he  will  give  instructions 
that  no  such  application  be  acceded  to, 
inasmuch  as  the  Industrial  School  is  a 
State-aided  institution  ? 

MATTHEWS:  I  am  informed 
by  the  Managers  of  the  Macclesfield*. 
Industrial  Schools  that  no  appli- 
cation   has    been    made    to    them    by 

.-„_  „.  employers  for  the  services  of  lads  from 

Muoh  BASCH :   I  beg  to  ask  the  J  the  schools  to  take  the  place  of    ( he. 
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brushmakers  on  strike.  The  Managers 
have  been  told  that  if  such  an  application 
be  made  to  them,  it  must  at  once  be  re- 
futed. 

THE  INSURANCE  OF  CHILDREN. 

Colonel  DAWNAY  (York,  Thirsk 
Division) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury  whether  Her  Majesty's 
Government  will  take  steps  to  pass  a 
Bill,  similar  to  the  one  brought  forward 
last  Session,  to  amend  and  regulate  the 
Laws  relating  to  the  insurance  of  chil- 
dren? 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR. :  In  answer  to 
my  hon.  Friend  I  have  to  remind  him 
that  this  Bill,  which  was  introduced  into 
the  House  of  Lords  last  year,  was  sent  to 
a  Committee,  which  took  evidence,  but 
gave  no  Report  on  the  merits  of  the 
Bill.  I  am  afraid  that,  under  these 
circumstances,  and  without  myself  ex- 
pressing any  opinion  on  the  merits  of 
the  Bill,  it  would  not  be  possible  for 
us  to  add  to  our  already  considerable 
programme  of  legislation. 

COMMISSIONS  IN  THE  ROYAL 
ARTILLERY. 

Mr.  E.  STANHOPE :  As  some  miscon- 
ception appears  to  have  arisen  in  regard 
to  the  answer  given  by  me  on  Thursday 
last  to  a  question  put  by  my  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  the  Basingstoke  Divi- 
sion, I  would  like,  with  the  permission 
of  the  House,  to  explain  that  my  reply 
applied  only  to  Militia  Artillery  candi- 
dates for  commissions  in  the  Royal 
Artillery.  As  regards  the  other  Militia 
candidates,  looking  at  all  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case,  I  have  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  reduction  was  some- 
what excessive,  and  I  have  accordingly 
added  10  to  the  number  which  had  been 
announced  for  competition. 

THE  CONGESTED  DISTRICT8  BOARD. 

Colonel  NOLAN :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  if  he  would  consider  the  pro- 
priety of  extending  the  district  of 
Luvally,  which  has  been  scheduled  as  a 
congested  district,  so  as  to  include  that 
portion  of  the  outskirts  of  Tuam  which 
contains  the  Curragh  Mills;  and  if  he 
would  consider  the  question  of  re-opening 
these  wood  mills  under  the  control  or 
with  the  assistance  of  the  Congested 
Board? 

Mr.  JUattJiews 


Mr.  JACKSON  (Leeds, N.):  The  Con- 
gested Districts  Board  will,  I  have  no 
doubt,  consider  the  expediency  of  recom- 
mending what  the  hon.  Member  suggests. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Longford,  N.): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  is  it  the  esse 
that  a  selection  without  competition  is  to 
be  made  from  Land  Commission  and 
Census  Clerks  for  the  Congested  Dis- 
tricts Board  vacancies;  and  as  these 
officers  were  originally  nominated  by  the 
Viceroy  subject  to  examinations,  wifi  the 
Government  consider  the  advisability  of 
filling  these  posts  by  competition  amongst 
the  clerks  in  question,  so  as  to  avoid 
apprehensions  arising  under  a  system  of 
mere  nomination  ? 

Mr.  JACKSON  :  The  staff  of  the 
Congested  Districts  Board  is  very  limited 
in  number,  and  the  persons  appointed  to 
it  were  selected  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
by  reason  of  the  experience  they  pos- 
sessed in  the  discharge  of  cognate  duties. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY :  If  these  gentlemen 
were  so  experienced  it  would  have  been 
easy  for  them  to  have  passed  a  competi- 
tive examination.  Why  does  the  Govern- 
ment lay  itself  open  to  the  charge  of 
favouritism  in  these  appointments  ? 

Mr.  JACKSON :  The  members  of  the 
staff  were  appointed,  as  I  have  said, 
because  of  their  experience.  They  were 
not  nominees  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant. 
They  were  appointed  on  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Congested  Districts 
Board. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY :  I  would  ask 
whether  with  the  view  of  dissipating  the 
impression  of  favouritism  that  now  pie- 
vails  as  to  the  selection,  the  staff  of  the 
Land  Commission  and  Census  Depart* 
ments  would  be  allowed  to  compete  for 
these  appointments  ? 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  (Tyrone, 
South) :  Am  I  right  in  saying  the 
appointments  were  made  on  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Congested  Districts 
Board? 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY:  On  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  hon.  Gentleman  himself* 

Mr.  JACKSON :  Yes,  Sir ;  I  believe 
the  appointments  were  all  made  on  the 
recommendation  of  the  Congested  Dis- 
tricts Board. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY :  Did  the  hon. 
Member  for  South  Tyrone  make  any 
recommendation  ? 

Mr.  JACKSON :  No, 
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PLBURO-PNEUMONIA  IN  KENT. 
Ms-E.KNATCHBULL-HUGES8EN 
(Rochester):  I  should  like  to  ask  my 
right  hon.  Friend  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Agriculture  whether  there  is 
any  truth  in  the  report  appearing  in 
this  morning's  newspapers  to  the  effect 
that  there  has  been  an  outbreak  of  foot- 
and-mouth  disease  in  Sent  ? 

The  PRESIDENT  of  the  BOARD  of 
AGRICULTURE  ( Mr.CHAPLis,  Lincoln- 
shire, Sleaford):  It  is  true  that  a  report  has 
been  received  by  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
to  the  effect  that  the  disease  has  spread 
from  the  metropolitan  area  to  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Sittingbourne,  in  Kent.     I 
find  from  further  inquiries  this  morning 
that  the  outbreak  occurred  at  Minster, 
in  the  Island  of  Sheppey.     There  are  14 
animals,  affected  out  of  a    herd  of  36 
uimals  which  have  been  known  to  be  in 
contact  with  a  number  of  other  animals 
;    on  the  marshes  in  that  district.    AnOrder 
|   ait  in  consequence   been    passed   this 
morning  prohibiting  the  removal  of  the 
uimals  from  the  Island  of  Sheppey,  and 
ratting  it  off  from  other   parte  of  the 
country. 

Ms.  PICTON  (Leicester) :  Was  the 
■wroB  of  contagion  traced  ? 

Mr.  CHAPLIN  :  So  far  as  we  know, 
the  outbreak  has  been  traced  to  an  animal 
•hich  left  the  Metropolitan  market  before 
the  disease  was  discovered  last  week. 

GOVERNMENT  CONTRACTS  (WAGES). 
Itwed  an  Address  for  "Return  of  the 
•a  issued  by  the  War  Offloe,  Admiralty, 
"•rd  of  Works,  and  other  Departments  of 
the  Qorarnment,  in  compliance  with  the  terms 
«*  the  Resolution  of  the  House  of  13th 
"bmsrj,  1861."— (Mr.  Sydney  Buxlon.) 

Motion  agreed  to. 

OMISSION  OP  A  MEMBER'S  VOTE. 

Ha.  W.  A.  MACDONALD  (Queen's 
Ofc  Ossory) :  I  wish  to  call  the  attention 
of  jou,  Mr.  Speaker,  and  of  the  House,  to 
**  Omission  in  the  Journals  of  the 
Boost  of  last  Friday  which  affects  me, 
and  which  I  think  you  will  see  ought  to 
"*  corrected.  I  voted  on  that  occasion 
under  considerable  difficulty,  owing  to 
^disposhaon.in  favour  of  the  Amendment 
of  my  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
Wsterforu,  on  behalf  of  the  release  of 


the  treason  felony  prisoners,  and  my 
name  does  not  appear  in  the  Division.  I 
wish  to  express  a  desire  that  the  correc- 
tion should  be  made.  I  certainly  voted 
on  that  occasion,  as  I  walked  through  the 
Lobby  with  my  hon.  Friend  the  Member 
for  Monaghan,  who  will  no  doubt  testify 
to  the  accuracy  of  my  statement.  I  gave 
my  name  as  usual,  and  I  also  gave  the 
name  of  my  constituency.  I  think  it  is 
possible  that  the  clerk  did  not  hear  the 
name  of  the  constituency,  for  the  name  of 
Dr.  Roderick  Macdonald  is  recorded. 
He  is  represented  as  having  voted,  and  I 
do  not  think  he  did  vote. 

Me.  SPEAKER:  The  matter  will  of 
urse  be  rectified,  and  an  erratum  will 
be  inserted  in  the  Journals. 

A  PERSONAL  EXPLANATION. 
Ma.  SWIFT  MAC  NEILL  (Donegal, 
) :  I  wish  to  make  a  personal  explana- 
tion in  reference  to  a  certain  matter  that 
occurred  on  Friday  evening.  I  moved 
an  Amendment  to  the  Address  relating 
to  the  Indian  Councils,  and  I  made 
certain  statements  of  what  I  considered 
a  very  serious  character  in  regard  to 
Indian  officials.  The  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  India 
contradicted  me  very  flatly  and  very 
thoroughly,  and  in  such  a  way  as  to 
impute  to  me  culpable  negligence  in  the 
statement  of  facts,  and  in  likewise  bring- 
ing forward  matters  without  proper  ind 
sufficient  investigation.  If  I  were  guilty 
of  such  conduct  I  should  be  unworthy 
of  being  a  Member  of  this  House,  and 
therefore  I  would  like  to  say  that  ray 
statements  were  made  after  the  most 
careful  investigation.  For  example,  I 
said  that  out  of  2,367  appointments  held 
by  the  higher  grade  of  the  Uncovenanted 
Civil  Service,  only  188  were  held  by 
natives.  The  Under  Secretary  contra- 
dicted me  flatly,  accused  me  of  ignorance, 
and  said  the  reverse  was  the  fact — that 
there  were  only  188  Europeans,  and  that 
all  the  others  were  natives.  Sir,  I  made 
a  similar  statement  two  years  ago  from 
my  place  in  this  House,  and  the  hon. 
Gentleman  the  then  Under  Secretary  for 
India  did  not  then  contradict  me.  My 
authority  was  the  Public  Service  Com- 
mission Report,  where,  in  pages  92  to  134, 
every  word  and  syllable  of  what  I  stated 
is  to  be  found.  I  looked  over  the  matter 
with  the  assistance  of  Mr.  William  Durby, 
political  officer.     No  man  who  gives  time 
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and  attention  to  a  question  has  a  right 
to  be  attacked,  and  to  have  his  word  and 
good  faith  impugned  by  a  Gentleman 
speaking  from  official  information. 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
INDIA  (Mr.  George  Curzox,  Lan- 
cashire, Southport) :  I  certainly  had  not 
the  other  evening  any  intention  of  being 
in  the  least  discourteous  to  the  hon. 
Gentleman,  still  less  of  imputing  culpable 
negligence  to  him  in  any  form  that  could 
be  considered  offensive  by  himself.  I 
am  glad  he  has  called  my  attention  to 
his  fact,  and  that  he  has  given  me 
his  authority  for  the  figures  he 
used.  The  other  night  the  only  authority 
he  gave  when  I  asked  him  was  the  elec- 
tioneering speeches  delivered  by  two 
gentlemen  in  1885. 

Mr.  MAC  NEILL  :  I  did  not  quote 
the  electioneering  speeches  for  that  state- 
ment, but  for  a  statement  that  out  of 
900  Uncovenanted  Service  appointments 
only  nine  were  held  by  natives. 

Mr.  CURZON  :  I  am  sorry  to  have 
imperfectly  understood  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man, but  he  will  now  understand  my 
reason  for  regarding  with  suspicion  his 
authority  the  other  night.  I  am  glad 
the  figures  he  quoted  came  from  the 
Blue  Book,  and  I  am  obliged  to  him  for 
making  the  explanation  he  has  now 
done. 

Mr.  MAC  NEILL:  Mr.  Speaker 
which  is  correct  now  ? 

OBDEBS    OF    THE    DAY. 


ADDRESS      IN      ANSWER     TO      HER 
MAJESTY'S  MOST  GRACIOUS  SPEECH. 

ADJOURNED     DEBATE. 

Ordei  read,  for  resuming  Adjourned 
Debate  on  Main  Question  [9th  Febru- 
ary]— "  That  an  humble  Address  be 
presented  to  Her  Majesty,  as  fol- 
loweth : — 

Most  Gracious  Sovereign, 

We,  Your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal 
subjects,  the  Commons  of  the  United  Kingdom 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  in  Parliament 
assembled,  beg  leave  to  offer  our  humble 
thanks  to  Your  Majesty  for  the  gracious 
speech  which  Your  Majesty  has  addressed  to 
both  Houses  of  Parliament : 

We  take  this  first  opportunity  of  offering 
to  Your  Majesty  our  sincere  condolence  in  the 
afflicting   dispensation  of    Providence    with  | 
Mr.  Swift  Mac  Neill 


which  Your  Majestv  and  this  Nation 
been    visited,    in    the  death  of  His 
Highness    Price    Albert'  Victor,    Dul 
Clarence  and  Avondale : 

We  assure  Your  Majesty  of  our  ha 
participation  in  the  universal  feetii 
sympathy  with  Your  Majesty  and 
Majesty's  family  under  this  grievous  affl 
and  in  the  deep  sense  entertained  by  all  c 
of  your  Majesty's  subjects  of  the  eal 
which  the  country  has  sustained  by  tb 
of  a  Prince  who  had  won  for  himsel 
general  affection  and  regard  of  Your  Maj 
subjects."— (At r.  Herman  Hodge,) 

Main  Question  again  proposed. 

Debate  resumed. 

(4.23.)  Mb.  SEXTON  (West  Bel 
in  rising  to  move  as  an  Amendma 
the  Address,  at  end,  to  add, — 

"We  deem  it  our  duty  to  acquaint 
Majesty  that  a  decisive  majority  of  the 
people,  and  of  their  representatives  in 
House,  are  convinced  of  the  inability  o: 
Imperial  Parliament  to  legislate  for  Irelai 
her  distinctive  interests  require,  and  thai 
conviction  has  been  intensified  by  the  mai 
failure  of  the  Land  Purchase  Act  of  18 
afford  an  acceptable  basis  for  the  extend 
the  class  of  occupying  proprietors  in  Ireb 

said :  at  the  advanced  stage  which 
Debate  on  the  Address  has  reached  I  tl 
it  needful  to  refer  to  one  passage  in 
Speech  from  the  Throne,  and  even 
reference  1  should  not  have  been  < 
polled  to  make  if  it  had  not  appeare 
me  that  there  is  a  serious  discord  and 
air  of  contradiction  between  the  pas 
in  question  and  some  recent  speeche 
the  Principal  Minister  of  the  Crc 
Sir,  we  are  told  in  the  Royal  Speech 
proposals  will  be  laid  before  us  for  ap 
ing  to  Ireland  thegeneral  principles  af 
ing  Local  Government  already  adopte 
Great  Britain.  Now,  the  fundame 
principle  of  the  scheme  of  Local  Gov 
ment  adopted  in  Great  Britain  is 
the  majority  have  the  right  to  rule ; 
the  majority  of  the  electors  shall  die 
the  composition  of  the  Local  Goven 
Bodies,  and  that  the  majority  of 
Local  Governing  Bodies  shall  dictate 
course  of  the  administration  of  t 
affairs.  I  must  say  I  can  discover 
satisfactory  accord  between  that  dec] 
tion  in  the  Speech  from  the  Throne 
the  observations  affecting  Ireland  in 
speech  of  Lord  Salisbury  at  Exete 
speech  which  has  already  been  ref  a 
to  in  this  Debate.  I  confess  I  thoc 
it  rather  hard  that  the  First  I 
of  the   Treasury,    who    has    other 
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quite  enough  to  do,    should   have    to 
defend  an    orator  so  erratic  and   un- 
ruly as  the  Prime  Minister.     However, 
Sir,  I  am  bound  to  say,  in  justice  to 
the  First  Lord,  that  he  associated  him- 
aelf  as  little  as  possible  with  the  speech 
of  the  Prime  Minister.     He   began  by 
saying  he  had  not  read  it.     That  did 
no  credit  to  his  powers  of  defence — at 
■any  rate,  it  was  not  a  brilliant  defence. 
For  my  own  part,  I  should  have  been 
inclined  to  take  no  notice  of  any  lan- 
guage that  Lord  Salisbury  might  apply 
to  Ireland.      We   have   had  some  ex- 
perience of  him.     It  is  not  so  long  ago 
since  he  compared  the  Irish  people  to 
Hottentots;     he    said    that    we    were 
-addicted  to  crime ;  he  said  that  the  only 
way  of  dealing  with  us  was  by  firm  and 
resolute  government,  and  now  we  under- 
stand from  actual  experience   what  is 
meant  by  that  famous  phrase.     Sir,  it 
means  the  suppression  for  ever  of  the 
ordinary  rights  of  the  community  and  of 
the  rights  and  privileges  granted  by  the 
British  Constitution.     It  means,  as  to 
administration,  that  every  official  is  to  be 
«K»uraged  to  attack  the  rights  of  the 
people,  that  if  he  is  challenged  at  law  he 
will  be  defended  out  of  the  public  purse ; 
that  his  own  word  will  be  taken  as  final 
in  the  matter  of  guilt  or  innocence ;  and 
that  all  demands  for  investigation  are  to 
be  spurned.    These  being  the  acts  of 
Lord  Salisbury,  why  should  we  be  sur- 
prised at  his  language?     Sir,  I  shall  be 
content  to  leave  to  the  electors  of  this 
country,  whose  opportunity  will  shortly 
come,  the  question  whether  the  language 
of  insult  towards  the  creed  of  vast  multi- 
tudes of  the  people  of  this  realm  befitted 
the  Prime  Minister  of  Great  Britain.     It 
strikes  me  that  the  language  of  Lord 
Salisbury  at  Exeter  was  something  more 
than  mere  general  declamation.    I  know 
that  Lord  Salisbury  is  a  scoffer  by  nature, 
that  he  is  a  bigot  by  calculation,  and  that 
he  will  not  consent  to  bridle  his  tongue 
when  his  party  so  desire.    He  will  de- 
nounce the  religion  of  the  Roman  Oatho- 
tics  to-day  and    court  their  votes  to- 
morrow, according  as  it  suits  his  purpose. 
Whcnl  read  the  language  of  Lord  Salis- 
tarj  at  Exeter  I  asked,  What  is  his 
present  and  immediate  object  ?    What  is 
the  meaning  of  this  elaborate  attempt  to 
emit  the  minority  and  insult  and  degrade 
in  public  estimation  the  majority  of  the 
Irian  people?     Sir,  the  conclusion  at 
which  I  arrived  was  that  the  Prime 


Minister  was  endeavouring  to  influence 
the  course  of  public  opinion  in  respect  to 
the  Local  Government  Bill.    Lord  Salis- 
buiy  has  turned  history  upside  down, 
has  inverted  his  facts  to  suit  his  purposes. 
So  far  from  it  being  true  that  the  Catho- 
lics of  Ireland  exhibited  an  attitude  of 
hostility  towards  the    Government    of 
England  (which  well  deserved  it),  their 
great  historical  fault  has  been  in,  regard 
to  the  Government  of  this  country,  that 
they  have  been  too  patient,  too  submissive. 
If   they    have    made    progress,  and   if 
they  are  likely  to  make  more,  it  is  due  to 
the  fact  that  they  have  had  much  suffer- 
ing, and  they  have  learned  much   in  the 
past.      The     Irish     Catholics     of     the 
present  day  are  men  of  keener  judgment 
than    their    forefathers,  and    of    more 
penetrating  insight  into  political  affairs. 
They  are  more  stern  and  persistent,  and 
it  is  with  these  qualifications  that   Lord 
Salisbury  and  all  concerned  will  have  to 
take  account  in  their  future  transactions 
affecting  Ireland.      How  was  it  Lord 
Salisbury  described  the  majority  of  the 
Irish  people?    The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man   the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury, 
who  was  very  careful  and  guarded  in 
his  speech  the  other  day,  treated  the 
speech  of  the  Prime  Minister  as  if   he 
had  only  said  that  the  rich   in   Ireland 
were  the  few,  and  that  the  poor  were 
the  many.     But  the  Prime  Minister  said 
a  great  deal  more.     He  said  the  majority 
contained    all    that    is   backward    and 
unprosperous,  and  all  that  is  opposed  to 
civilisation   and    enlightenment.     Now, 
what  does  the  minority  contain  ?      It 
contains    the    Irish    landlords.     When 
you  remember  what  they  have  been  and 
what  they  have  done,  what  great  powers 
they  have  misused,  what  splendid  oppor- 
tunities they  have  wasted  for  promoting 
civilisation  and  enlightenment,  how  they 
have  squandered  their  substance,  how 
they  have  been  the  plague  of  Ireland 
and     the    disgrace    of    this    Empire, 
do    I    go    too    far,   in    the    view    of 
any    impartial     mind,    when      I     say 
that  the  landlords  of  Ireland  have  shown 
themselves  to  be  the  most  backward  and 
the  most  unprogressive  body  of  men  not 
only  in  Ireland,  but  in   Europe  ?     Its 
idea  of  enlightenment  is  to  perpetuate 
sectarian  rancour  by  keeping  alive  the 
passions  of  a  religious  quarrel  that  ended 
two  centuries  ago.     It  contains  all  those 
whose  idea  of  civilisation  is  to  resist — 
no,  not  to  resist,  to  threaten  to  resist 
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— the  grant  by  the  Imperial  Parliament 
and  the  Crown  of  a  free  Constitution  to 
Ireland.  If  the  majority  in  Ireland 
contain  an  element  that  is  rather  back- 
ward and  unprosperous,  to  what  is  that 
due?  It  is  due  to  the  fact  that  you 
have,  for  generations,  deliberately  ex- 
ploited their  country  in  the  interests  of 
an  intruded  class,  in  the  interests  of  a 
class  to  whom  you  gave  legal  power  over 
the  means  of  the  livelihood  of  the 
people,  and  who  use  that  power  without 
stint  and  ruth  to  strip  the  people  bare 
and  keep  them  in  a  state  of  abject 
poverty.  The  true  cause  of  the  back- 
wardness of  Ireland  was  stated  in  an 
earlier  and  a  wiser  speech  of  Lord 
Salisbury,  when  he  said  that  it  was  due, 
not  to  the  Celtic  race,  to  the  Catholic 
Creed,  nor  to  the  democratic  sentiment 
of  Ireland,  but  to  the  fact  that  the 
British  Government  existed  in  Ireland, 
and  that  an  alien  rule  had  cast  a  blight 
upon  the  life  of  the  people.  Those  of 
the  Irish  majority  who  have  been  able 
to  make  their  way  outside  the  sphere  of 
British  rule  to  any  other  country  in  the 
world,  where  the  chance  of  fair  play 
existed,  or  even  inside  the  sphere 
of  British  rule,  but  outside  the  circle  of 
Irish  maladministration,  have  shown 
that  they  are  as  able  to  pi*osper  as  well 
as  any  other  men,  and  that  they  are 
fully  alive  to,  and  not  opposed  to,  civilisa- 
tion and  enlightenment.  The  backward- 
ness of  Ireland,  so  far  as  it  exists,  is  due 
solely  to  her  poverty.  Her  poverty  is 
directly  due  to  the  necessary  effect  of 
your  agrarian  policy,  and  you  cannot 
attempt,  in  regard  to  this  question  of 
Local  Government,  to  make  this  wrong- 
doing in  the  past,  and  in  the  present,  a 
justification  for  committing  further  in- 
justice. The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
was  more  guarded  in  his  own  opinion 
than  the  Prime  Minister,  but  his 
observations  equally  challenged  notice. 
I  am  at  a  loss  to  understand  why  he 
brought  in  the  question  of  Ulster.  He 
spoke  of  Ulster  as  if  it  were  a  political 
unit.  But  it  is  nothing  of  the  kind. 
The  other  three  provinces  of  Ireland  are 
political  units,  but  Ulster  is  not  a 
political  unit,  and,  what  is  more,  it  never 
will  be.  Ulster  is  represented  in  this 
House  by  33  Members,  of  whom  16  are 
adherents  of  the  Government  and  17  are 
Nationalists.  It  is  true  the  four 
Eastern  Counties  have  a  majority  of 
Protestants,  but  the  five  Western 
Mr.  Sexton 


Counties  contain  a  heavy  majority, 
which  is  Catholic,  Celtic,  and 
alist.  Why,  therefore,  the 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  should  have 
brought  in  Ulster,  in  view  of  the  facts  I 
have  stated,  which  can  lead  to  no  inference 
unfavourable  to  our  view  of  Home  Rule 
and  Local  Government,  is  more  than  I 
can  attempt  to  explain.  But  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  has  evolved  out  of 
his  own  reflection  another  delusion 
which  may  be  corrected  by  a  very  little 
inquiry.  He  stated  in  his  speech  the 
other  night,  that  the  line  of  division  of 
political  opinion  in  Ireland  correspond* 
with  the  line  of  demarcation  between 
backwardness  and  progress — very  in- 
genious, truly,  and  very  convenient  for 
the  Government,  no  doubt ;  but  I  submit 
that  the  contrary  is  the  case.  If  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  meant  to  refer  to 
education,  I  can  tell  him  that  the  Irish 
Catholics,  class  for  class,  are  now  as  well 
educated  as  Protestants,  and  they  have 
proved  themselves  well  able  to  hold  their 
own  in  every  form  of  contest  and  com- 
petition, and  in  every  walk  of  life.  They 
are  as  well  educated  as  the  rank  whkh 
resorts  to  the  University,  or  as  the 
children  of  the  peasant  who  resort  to  the 
National  School.  Did  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  intend  to  speak  of  wealth?' 
Again,  I  say  the  landlords  of  Ireland, 
their  connections  and  dependents,  are  the 
marrow  and  substance  of  the  minority. 
But  many  of  them  are  in  a  condition  of 
insolvency.  Most  of  them  have  nothing 
to  spare,  and  the  few  amongst  them  that 
can  be  called  men  of  wealth  have  no 
more  claim  to  be  counted  than  is  justi- 
fied by  what  they  draw  from  Ireland, 
which  they  spend,  together  with 
their  lives,  in  England  or  in  some- 
other  country.  Let  not  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  forget  that  eleven  yean 
ago  the  Irish  tenant  acquired  by  law  the 
legal  proprietorship  of  the  soil.  I  have- 
no  doubt  that  if  a  precise  valuation  could 
be  made  of  the  assets  of  every  Irishman 
in  Ireland,  and  his  debts  deducted  from 
it,  it  would  be  found  that,  poor  as  the 
people  undoubtedly  are — poverty,  how- 
ever, is  a  relative  term,  and  better  than 
insolvency — the  majority  of  them  now 
hold  in  their  hands  the  greater  part  of 
the  real,  actual,  and  genuine  value  and 
capital  of  the  country.  If  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  choose  to  get  a  Return  from 
the  London  Insurance  Companies,  and 
from  other  persons  who   have   loaned" 
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money  on  Irish  land  which  has  not  been 
repaid,  and  that  were  laid  on  the  Table, 
it  would  be  seen  that  the  money  lent  to 
the    Irish  landlords,    and    not    repaid, 
probably  amounts  to  very  nearly  the  fee- 
simple  value,  at  the  present  moment,  of 
the  entire  soil  of  Ireland.      So  much  for 
the  theory  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman — 
that  the  line  of    political    division  of 
opinion  corresponds  to  the  line  of  demar- 
cation between  backwardness  and  pro- 
gress.    I  would  respectfully  invite  him, 
especially  in  these  matters  of  practical 
legislation  where  precision  is  so  impor- 
tant, not  to  found  himself  upon  baseless 
theory  notoriously  at  variance  with  the 
facts.      If    these     two    Ministers,   the 
Prime    Minister    and  the    First    Lord 
of       the      Treasury,       intended      by 
their    speech,    and    by    their    attack 
upon     the     majority     of    the     Irish 
people  and  their  elaborate  praises  of  the 
minority,  to  convey  that  the  proposals  to 
be  made  before  us  in  regard  to  Ireland 
would  allow  the  majority  to  rule,  their 
way  of  expressing  that  view  is  so  exceed- 
ingly indirect  that  I  may  be  pardoned 
for  entertaining  some  doubt  upon  that 
joint.     If,  on  the  other  hand,  the  Prime 
Minister  and  the  First  Lord  meant  that 
they  will  not  apply  to  Ireland  the  rule 
that  they  apply  to  England — that  the 
minority  in  Ireland  is  to  be  fortified  or 
protected,  and  that  the  majority  is  to  be 
orbed  and  checked — then  it  would  have 
hem  more  frank  to  have  advised  the 
Sovereign  not  to  tell  the  House  that 
proposals  would  be  made  on  the  same 

Serai   principles  already  adopted    in 
at  Britain,  but  that  the  principles 
•dopted  here  are  opposed  to  those  they 
intend  to  apply  to  Ireland.     However, 
we  shall  very  freely  be  able  to  judge  of 
that  as  soon  as  we  see  the  Bill ;  but,  in 
the  meantime,  I  think  it  necessary  that  a 
tiatement  proceeding  from  so  high  an 
Wthority,  and  intended  perhaps  to  have 
*  covert  bearing  upon  immediate  legis- 
lation, should  not  be  allowed  to  pass  un- 
challenged. Sir,  in  the  Amendment  which  I 
now  move  I  invite  the  House  to  inform 
the  Sovereign  that  a  decisive  majority  of 
the  Irish  people,  and  of  their  Representa- 
tives in  this  House,  are  convinced  of  the 
inability  of  the  Imperial  Parliament  to 
legislate  for  Ireland  as  her  distinctive 
interests  require,  and  that  this  conviction 
Jim  bean  intensified  by  the  manifest  failure 
of  the  Land  Purchase  Act  of  1891,  to 
afford    an    acceptable    basis    for    the 


extension  of  the  class  of  occupying 
proprietors  in  Ireland.  I  do  not  en- 
deavour in  my  Amendment  to  define 
precisely  the  inability  of  the  Imperial 
Parliament  to  legislate  well  for  Ireland, 
because  I  think  it  comprises  more  what 
physicians  call  a  complication  of  dis- 
orders. It  proceeds  from  profound 
ignorance  of  Ireland,  an  ignorance 
which  I  may  as  well  say  is  incurable,, 
because  you  are  resolved  not  to  take 
advice;  and  it  proceeds  partly  from 
prejudice,  which  is  certainly  not  upon 
the  decrease  among  the  Party  opposite. 
That  inability,  also,  in  a  great  measure 
proceeds  from  the  increasing  strain  and 
pressure  of  the  duties  of  this  Parliament, 
and  that  is  a  cause  which  will  not  diminish, 
but  must  increase,  as  time  goes  on.  It 
will  be  observed  that  I  do  not  invite 
from  this  House  any  declaration  as  to  the 
right  of  Ireland  to  a  separate  Legislature. 
The  judgment  of  Ireland  upon  that  sub- 
ject is  quite  enough  for  me;  and  the 
judgment  of  Ireland  is  undoubtedly  that, 
even  if  your  legislation  for  her  interests 
were  as  good  as  it  is  bad ;  that  circum- 
stance would  not  affect  her  natural  and 
historic  right,  which  she  is,  under  all  cir- 
cumstances, determined  to  maintain.  I  do 
not  even  ask  you  to  declare  upon  the  ex- 
pediency of  a  separate  Legislature  for 
Ireland.  That  is  a  question  for  the 
electors  of  the  country,  which  will  pre- 
sently come  before  them,  and  to  them  I 
am  content  to  leave  it.  I  do  not  raise 
any  debate  upon  this  occasion  upon  any 
specific  scheme  of  Home  Rule.  I  think 
the  gallant  Gentleman  opposite  must 
admit  that  it  would  be  idle  for  me  to  do 
so  in  the  presence  of  a  trenchant  majority 
which  is  firmly  pledged  to  opposition  to 
any  and  all  Home  Rule,  and  also  committed 
by  its  own  legislative  act  to  the  perpetual 
coercion  of  Ireland.  It  would  be  idl# 
to  raise  discussion  now ;  but  the  time  for 
it  will  come  very  shortly,  when  the 
Minister  vested  with  the  power  of  con- 
ferring a  Parliamentary  Constitution 
upon  Ireland  proceeds  to  invite  the 
House  of  Commons  to  execute  the  will 
of  the  country.  I  am  not  moved  by  the 
circumstance,  of  which  I  am  well  aware, 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Mem-, 
ber  for  West  Birmingham  is  athirst  for 
particulars,  and  I  know  very  well  what 
he  did  with  particulars  when  he  had 
them  before.  He  affected  to  accept  the 
principle,  but  he  used  the  particulars  to 
attack  the  principle.     He  attacked  the 
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principle  from  behind  the  particulars, 
and  used  the  particulars  both  in  this 
House  and  in  the  country  as  a  means  of 
procuring  the  defeat  of  the  principle. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman's  large  family 
of  plans  of  Home  Rule  all  perished  in 
their  infancy.  He  frankly,  I  may 
say,  cynically  admits  his  failure  in 
the  capacity  of  a  parent.  Having 
failed  in  that  capacity,  he  is  now 
anxious  to  make  a  fresh  start  in  life  as  a 
guardian  of  the  progeny  of  others.  But 
others  are  naturally  unwilling  to  trust 
their  progeny  to  him,  as  his  antecedents, 
in  their  judgment,  do  not  fit  him  for  the 
office  of  guardian.  His  natural  role — 
I  speak  with  the  greatest  respect — is  that 
of  the  wicked  uncle.  If  I  may  illustrate 
by  metaphor  my  view  of  the  position  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  I  should  say 
that  he  mutinied  and  deserted  his  ship 
because  he  was  not  suffered  to  take  com- 
mand. He  has  obtained  another  com- 
mand, however,  and  is  now  captain  of  a 
band  of  political  wreckers ;  but  whenever 
or  however  he  may  regard  that  band,  I 
tell  him  with  some  confidence  that  no 
Irish  Nationalist  will  assist  him  in  hold- 
ing out  false  lights  to  the  ship  freighted 
with  the  hopes  and  fortunes  of  Ireland. 
I  do  not  ask  this  House  even  to  declare 
its  own  opinion  upon  its  fitness  to  legis- 
late well  for  Ireland,  particularly  because 
the  Party  opposite  considers  itself  well 
able  to  legislate  for  the  people  of  the 
whole  world ;  while  another  reason  is 
that  this  House  is  moribund.  I  regard  it 
as  a  dying  sinner,  and  I  think  it  would  be 
too  cruel  to  ask  a  dying  sinner  to  frame 
an  epitaph  commenting  frankly  upon  his 
career ;  but  it  is  not  too  much  to  expect 
that  this  House  should  make  some  atone- 
ment to  those  it  has  injured  in  the  course 
of  its  ill-spent  life ;  and  I  think  I  am  en- 
titled to  ask  it  to  make  reparation  for 
having  placed  Ireland  under  the 
ban  of  perpetual  outlawry,  by  at 
least  admitting  the  opinion  which 
the  Irish  people  hold  upon  the  source  of 
such  legislation.  I  am  asked  the  ground 
of  the  conviction  entertained  by  the 
Irish  people,  that  the  Imperial  Parlia- 
ment is  unable  to  legislate  for  Ireland, 
and  I  shall  state  it  in  brief  and 
plain  terms.  For  90  years  of  what  you 
call  "Union" — the  forced  partnership 
between  Great  Britain  and  our  country — 
we  find  that  your  population  has  trebled, 
and  almost  quadrupled,  within  that  term, 
and  has  advanced — and  I  certainly  do  not 
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grudge  the  advance — by  leaps  and  bounds 
in  the  standard  of  the  comfort  of  life, 
and  in  every  element  of  national   pro* 
sperity  and  individual  wealth ;  whilst  in 
the  same  period  you  have  brought  down 
our  population,  not  only  to  the  level  at 
which  it  stood  at  the  date  of  the  legisla- 
tive Union,  but  to  the  lowest  level  at 
which  it  stood  within  the  century,  and 
that  population,  so  decimated  by  your 
policy,  stands  at  this  moment,  generally 
speaking,  upon  a  lower  level  of  subsist- 
ence   than    anywhere    prevails    within 
the  bounds  of  what  claims  to  be  civilised 
Europe.     You  may  say  that  you  are  not 
responsible,  but  I  say  the  responsibility 
is  directly  and  solely  yours ;  and  why, 
because  Ireland,  being  a  country  where 
the  people  had  no  means  of  living  except 
by  the  cultivation  of  the  land,  whew, 
therefore,  it  was    necessary  for  them, 
from  the  first,  to  have  legislative  protec- 
tion in  the  pursuit  of  their  industry  and  in 
the  security  of    the    means    of    living 
— so    far    from  affording    that  legfek- 
tive   protection,  you  did  just  the  con- 
trary.   You  placed  over  them,  as  I  have 
said,  a  privileged  class;    you    enabled 
that  class  to  fix  the  price  of  the  natural 
agent  by  the  use  of  which  the  people 
could  find  a  means  of  living ;  you  placed 
in  the  hands  of  that  class  the  power  they 
have  used  without  mercy  and  stint ;  and 
the  result  was  that  thrift  was  made  im- 
possible in  Ireland,  and  that  the  very  idea 
of    progress  was   rendered  a   mockery. 
The    landlords  were    enabled    and  en- 
couraged by  your  law,  to  take  from  the 
people  all  the  produce  of  their  labour, 
except  so  much  as  kept  body  and  soul 
together,  so  that  the  formation  of  the 
first  element  of  national  prosperity,  the 
capital  fund  or  reserve  in  the  hands  of 
the   people,  was   rendered   impossible; 
and,  therefore,  we  have  seen,  in  the  pie* 
sent  day,  tenant  farmers  in  abject  poverty, 
and    we    know  that    at    present    the 
labouring  class  is,  by  a  necessary  con- 
sequence of  the  condition  of  the  farmer, 
the  most  wretched  class,  not  only  in  the 
civilised  world,  but  more  wretched  than 
some    savage    tribes.      Well,   Sir,    the 
whole  agrarian  system  is  breaking  down 
by    its     own    weight,    and     I     shall 
presently  show  that  your  attempt  to  sub- 
stitute another  system  has  proved  abor- 
tive.    But    there    is    something   more. 
Under  the  policy  of  legalised  plunder 
that  you  have  pursued  in  Ireland,  yon 
have  never  allowed  us  to  come  within 
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the   Constitution.     The  time    given    to 
Ireland    by    the     English     Parliament 
since    the    Union,    has    been     mostly 
passed    in    enacting    coercive  Statutes. 
There    is    an    unbroken   line   of  these 
Statutes,   which  extends  from  the  date 
of  the  Union  down  to  the  present  day, 
and    this    Parliament    has  capped   the 
climax  by  passing  what  I  must  call  an 
Act  of  perpetual  outlawry,  by  a  coercive 
Statute,  which  has  placed  Ireland  under 
the  ban  of  coercion,  not  for  a  day,  but 
for  all  time.    So  that  the  nett  result  of 
the  Union,  which  Pitt  promised  should 
bring  us  material  prosperity,  has  been 
unexampled  misery ;  and,  politically,  the 
result  of  bringing  us  into  union   with 
you  has  been,  that  you  began  by  taking 
her  native  Constitution   from    Ireland, 
and  you  have  finished  in  this  Parliament 
by  shutting  out  Ireland   in  perpetuity 
from  the  pale  of  the  British  Constitution. 
This  is  a  brief  sketch   of  the  effect  of 
your  legislation  for  Ireland   since  the 
date  of  the  Union  ;  but  I  go  on  to  say 
that  I  could  found  my  Amendment  and 
justify  it  on  the  effect  of  this  Parliament 
alone.  When  you  came  into  power  in 
1886  you  were    warned  by  the   Irish 
Members,  upon  the   amplest    evidence, 
that  the  judicial  rents  in  the  Acts  of 
1881  would  need,  in  that  Session,  to  be 
revised,  and  that  it  was  no  longer  pos- 
sible to  exclude  leaseholders  from  the 
benefits  of  the  Acts.     Your  reply  was  a 
:    *m  po68umu8.     The  fact  that  the    de- 
mand was  made    upon    you    by    Irish 
Members  seemed  a  sufficient  reason  for 
refusal.     You  told  us  the  judicial  rents 
ootid  not   be  touched,  and  that  lease- 
hold contracts  could   not    be  violated. 
Having  enjoyed    your    satisfaction    by 
refusing  what  the  Irish  Members  then 
•shed,  in  the  very  next  year  you  brought 
in  a  Bill    yourselves— a   Bill    halting, 
partial,  and  marred  by  great  defects — 
hit  a  Bill  which  did  touch  the  sacred 
judicial  rents,  and  broke  the  inviolability 
of  the  leases.    You  brought  in  that  Bill 
*h*n  it  pleased  yourselves,  and  not  when 
Ireland  required  it ;  and  what  was  the 
t&ct  of  your  Bill  ?     In    the  interval, 
men,  driven  desperate  by  oppression,  had 
recourse  to  the  defence  of  agrarian  com- 
bination, and  you  made  the  existence  of 
that  temporary  combination  the  excuse, 
in   the  nrst  place,   for   violating  your 
pledge  to  the  electors  of  Great  Britain 
that  you  would  not  propose  coercion,  and, 
ia  the  second  place,  for  imposing  coer- 
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cion,  not  for  a  time,  but  for  ever.  Four 
years  passed,  and  last  year,  the  old  evil 
agrarian  system  having  broken  down, 
and  being,  by  universal  confession,  a 
failure,  you  tried  to  substitute  another ; 
you  set  about  passing  the  Land  Purchase 
Bill ;  never  had  an  English  Minister  a 
more  splendid  opportunity.  The  policy 
of  purchase  was  generally  accepted,  the 
means  in  your  hands  were  ample,  your 
experience  was  sufficient,  and  the  very 
machinery  was  ready  ;  the  country  had  a 
right  to  expect  from  you  a  great  re- 
forming Statute.  But,  unfortunately 
for  Ireland,  someone  or  other,  possessed 
of  a  fatal  love  for  ingenious  complexity 
in  financial  affairs,  was  allowed  to  make 
that  Act  his  hobby,  and  he  rode  it  to 
death.  The  then  Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland  anticipated  a  great  success ;  he 
took  the  most  elaborate  precautions  to 
provide  that  the  large  farmers  should  not 
run  away  with  the  share  of  the  small 
ones  ;  he  fully  expected,  and  avowed  that 
expectation,  that  united  Ireland  would 
make  a  rush  on  that  £30,000,000.  The 
Marquis  of  Londonderry,  in  another 
place,  got  a  clause  inserted  to  provide 
that  if  the  applications  from  the  counties 
under  the  Act  in  any  one  year  did  not 
reach  the  common  level  of  £1.200,000,  an 
applicant  of  either  class  might  come  and 
take  the  balance.  We  remember  the 
glowing  terms  in  which  the  Act  was 
heralded  through  Ireland,  and  in  the 
Speech  from  the  Throne  at  the  end  of 
last  Session.  Why  is  the  Speech  silent 
on  the  subject  this  year?  The  Tory 
Party  is  always  ready  to  blow  its  own 
trumpet ;  why  does  not  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  perform  on  that  instrument 
with  regard  to  the  Act  ?  There  is  what 
appears  to  me  to  be  a  conspiracy  of 
silence.  The  Annual  Report  of  the  Irish 
Land  Commission,  which  is  usually  dis- 
tributed in  December,  has  not  yet 
been  distributed  for  the  year  1891, 
and  the  Monthly  Reports  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  Land  Commission  have 
been  kept  back  since  July  last  year, 
the  month  before  the  Land  Purchase  Act 
was  passed.  I  think  all  this  silence  can 
only  be  explained  by  the  fact  that  there 
is  no  pleasant  story  to  tell.  I  have  said 
that  financial  complexity  ruined  the  Act, 
and  there  was  no  excuse  for  the  blunder 
of  the  Government.  They  had  the  re- 
sult of  the  working  of  the  Ashbourne 
Act  for  five  years  before  them  when 
passing  the  Land  Purchase  Act,  and  at 
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that  date,  out  of  an  amount  of  £400,000 
repayable  to  the  Treasury,  the  arrears 
only  amounted  to  £600.  Has  the  British 
Treasury  ever  come  off  so  well  with  any 
other  class  of  debtors  ?  The  Land  Com- 
mission had  only  sold  up  47  farms  for 
default,  and  generally  found  process  by  a 
civil  bill  effective.  During  the  whole  of 
the  stupendous  transansactions,  extend 
ing  over  five  years,  not  a  penny  has  been 
lost  to  the  State.  The  moral  inference 
which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  might 
have  drawn  from  all  this  was  that  the 
securities  provided  by  the  Ashbourne 
Act  were  sufficient  —  they  were  the 
security  of  the  holding  and  the  amount 
of  the  guarantee  deposit.  What  did  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  do  in  his  Bill  ?  He 
added  four  others — a  reserve  fund  of 
£400,000,  which  Ireland  was  to  provide  ; 
an  insurance  fund  provided  by  the  pur- 
chasing tenant ;  power  to  hypothecate 
£1,200,000  of  the  Imperial  grant ;  and 
power  to  make  a  levy  on  the  local  rates 
to  recoup  the  Imperial  Exchequer.  All 
this  was  superfluous.  To  my  mind, 
however,  the  reserve  fund  would  not 
have  impeded  contracts,  nor  would  the 
power  of  hypothecation,  which  was  un- 
constitutional ;  nor  would  the  power  to 
levy  a  county  rate  without  the  consent 
of  the  ratepayers,  which  was  grossly  and 
excessively  unjust.  These  would  not 
have  prevented  the  practical  working  of 
the  Act  if  individual  landlords  and 
individual  tenants  had  seen  that 
transactions  under  it  would  be  to 
their  advantage.  The  fatal  blot  on  the 
whole  Bill  was  the  insurance  fund. 
Before  I  come  to  that,  however,  I  ought 
to  say  that  the  Act  satisfies  neither  land- 
lords nor  tenants.  Landlords  decline  it 
because  they  are  unwilling  to  take  Irish 
Land  Stock  instead  of  Consols,  and  as 
they  are  both  National  Stock  it  was  a 
piece  of  financial  pedantry  to  refuse  them 
the  taking  of  either.  We  begged  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  to  leave  out  the 
insurance  clause,  but  he  would  not,  and 
it  was  a  fatal  blot ;  because  a  land  pur- 
chase system  had  been  in  operation  for 
five  years  successfully  in  which  there  was 
no  such  fund.  Since  1885  every  pur- 
chaser under  the  Ashbourne  Act  has 
been  allowed  the  full  benefit  of  his  bar- 
gain from  the  first ;  he  was  only  asked  to 
pay  the  State  4  per  cent,  on  the  purchase 
money,  whatever  that  might  be.  Under 
the  Ashbourne  Act  they  had  to  wait  a 
long  time  for  the  settlement  on  the 
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judicial  terms,  but  times  have  changed. 
The  Irish  people  expect  the  return  of  a 
Liberal  majority  to    power,  and  for  a 
better  administration  of  the  Land  Law ; 
and   looking   to  all  these  facts,  was  it 
reasonable,  was  it  intelligent  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  to  expect  the  farmers  of 
Ireland  to  bind  themselves,  rather  than 
wait  three  or  four  years,  by  a  contract  by 
which  they  and  their  successors  would  be 
bound  for  half  a  century,  so  that  every 
man  for  the  first  five  years  would  have 
to  pay  to  the  State  for  an   insurance 
fund  perhaps  double  as    much  as  was 
paid  in  the  first  five  years  by  his  neigh- 
bour in  the  next  parish  who  had  purchased 
under  the  Ashbourne  Act  ?  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  knew  little  of  Ireland,  and 
next  to  nothing  of  human  nature,  if  be 
expected  anything  of  the  kind.  By  insist- 
ing on  the  provision  of  an  insurance 
fund  he  foredoomed  his  Act  to  failure. 
We  told  you  so  last  year ;  you  neglected 
our  advice,  and  the  result  is  before  yea 
The  legislative  mountain  has  been  in 
labour,  and  has  brought  forth,  whit? 
Not  even  a  mouse.     For,  half  a  year  ago,    . 
an  Act  was  passed  offering  thirty  miDioni 
to  anyone  who  would  come  and  ask  for 
it,  and  the   Secretary  for  Ireland  his 
to-day  told  us  that  not  .£1  of  Irish  Land 
Stock  had  been  sold.     Not  only  do  I 
judge  the  failure  of  the  Act  from  the 
paucity  of  transactions,  but  from  the 
national  indifference.  The  landlords  hive 
discussed  it  only  to  damn  it  with  faint 
praise,  and  it  has  been  practically  ignored 
on  the  part  of  the  tenants.     The  Act 
which  might  have  done  a  great,  vigorous, 
and  potential  reform     if  it    had  beet 
intelligently  drawn,  has  fallen  dead.    In 
the  space  of  nearly  half  a  year  the  tran- 
sactions,   instead    of     reaching     three- 
quarters  of  a  million,  as  they  would  have 
done  on  the  same  lines  as  those  under  the 
Ashbourne  Act,only  amounted  to£80,000, 
or  to  .£130,000  to  the  end  of  January* 
We  know  the  eagerness   of  the   Irish 
landlords  to  escape  from  their  present 
position  ;  what  must  be  their  opinion  of 
the  Act  when,  out  of  9,000  landlords, 
only  43  have  applied  under  it,   and  out 
of  half    a    million  tenants    only  1751 
Such  failure   is  hopeless   and  absolute. 
Is  it  not  a  pitiable  thing    that  in  a 
House  where  you  have  the  means  of 
ascertaining    the  opinions  of  Irishmen 
who    are  well    acquainted    with    their 
country,  a  measure  of  this  kind,  undoubt- 
edly great  in  its  conception    and  vast 
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potentiality      if     wisely     applied, 
-should  be  doomed  totally,  because  of  the 
•miserable  attempt  to  impose  unnecessary 
/guarantees  and  an  insurance  fund  which 
five  years  of  experience  had  shown  to  be 
^unnecessary  ?  That  fund  was  intended  to 
meet  a  bad  year,  but  the  tenant  would 
rather  have  gone  on  the  security  of  his 
farm  to  meet  it  than  be  compelled  by 
compulsory  clauses  to  provide  an  insur- 
ance fund  excessive  from  the  first,  and 
which  would  not  benefit  him  till  the  end 
of    his  payments.     No    Irish    Member, 
responsible  to  an  Irish  Assembly,  dealing 
with  this  question  would  have  thought 
of  doing  so,  and   ignoring 'the  evicted 
tenants.     After    a    night's  Debate    the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  did  insert  a  clause 
■dealing  with  the  question,  but  it  has  done 
more  harm  than  good,  as  it  discouraged 
and  almost  warned  landlords  not  to  deal 
with  evicted  tenants  when  their  farms 
were  relet.     It  did  harm  by  fixing  a 
limit  of  time  absolutely  inadequate.  Why 
should  the  landlords  and  evicted  tenants 
be  forbidden  to  agree  at  any  time  if  they 
wished  to  do  so  ?    It  has  tempted  land- 
lords to  demand  exorbitant  prices    by 
warning  the  tenant  that  unless  he  had 
signed  an  agreement  by  the  fifth  of  this 
month  his  last  chance  of  restoration  was 
gone.    The  agreements,  few  as  they,  are 
likely  to  be  abortive,  as  they  will  pro- 
bably not  be   sanctioned   by  the  Land 
Commission.      I    repeat   the  opinion  I 
•expressed  last  year,  that  this  clause  should 
be     revived     without     the     limit     of 
time,  and  the  landlords  should  be  en- 
couraged to  deal  with  the  evicted  tenants 
whether  the  farms  have  been  relet  or 
not     If  they  cannot  agree,  the  terms 
should  be  determined  by  the  Land  Com- 
mission or  by  arbitration.    I  deeply  regret 
the     failure     of     the     Act,     and     in 
face     of     the    evidence    in   my  hands, 
of    the     public     attitude     in      regard 
to     the    Act,    and    the     contemptible 
number  of  these  transactions,  I   think 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  can  hardly  deny 
that  the  Act,  as  a  means  of  substituting 
a  new  agrarian  condition  for  that  which 
has  broken  down  of  its  own  weight,  has 
bean  a  total  failure.     In  my  judgment, 
this  Parliament  has  beaten  the  record, 
not  only    of    blundering,    but  also   of 
despotism,  since  the  date  of  the  Legisla- 
tive Union.     We   have  seen  what  has 
become  of  your  great  remedial  measure. 
What  has  been  done  in    the  way   of 
oppression?     This    Government  found 


Ireland  a  country  in  possession  of  a 
popular  franchise  and  faithfully  repre- 
sented by  a  body  of  Members  in  this 
House.  They  were,  nevertheless,  guilty 
of  the  despotic  folly,  the  amazing 
blunder,  of  placing  Ireland  outside  the 
pale  of  the  British  Constitution  by  the 
unprecedented  act  of  passing  a  Coercion 
Act  unlimited  by  time.  I  can  hardly 
believe  that  you  imagine  that  in  a 
country  so  maltreated,  and  represented 
in  this  House,  you  will  be  free  for  one 
Session  or  one  month  from  the  confusion 
and  distraction  in  legislative  affairs  due 
to  a  discontented  country.  I  think  you 
have  begun  to  understand  that  until  you 
have  set  Ireland  free  to  manage  her  own 
affairs  you  will  never  be  free  to  manage 
yours,  or  to  proceed  with  calmness  and 
the  necessary  deliberation  to  even 
approach  with  the  slightest  prospect  of 
decreasing  the  heavy  arrears  of  the 
great  and  primary  duties  which  lie  in 
your  hands  as  the  legislative  organ  of 
this  Empire.  But  the  mandate  of  the  Tory 
majority  is  exhausted,  their  power  for 
evil  or  good  is  at  an  end.  Moreover, 
the  country  has  made  up  its  mind,  the 
turn  of  the  country  has  almost  come,  and 
cumulative  evidence  leaves  not  the 
slightest  doubt  that  the  judgment  of  the 
great  majority  of  the  electors  of  Great 
Britain  on  the  majority  of  this  House, 
for  their  sins  of  omission  and  commission 
against  the  people  of  Ireland,  is  one  of 
unqualified  condemnation. 

# 

Amendment  proposed. 

At  the  end  of  the  Question,  to  add  the 
words,  "  We  deem  it  our  duty  to  acquaint 
Your  Majesty  that  a  decisive  majority  of  the 
Irish  people,  and  of  their  representatives  in 
this  House,  are  convinced  of  the  inability  of 
the  Imperial  Parliament  to  legislate  for  Ireland 
as  her  distinctive  interests  require,  and  that 
this  conviction  has  been  intensified  by  the 
manifest  failure  of  the  Land  Purchase  Act  of 
1891  to  afford  an  acceptable  basis  for  the  ex- 
tension of  the  class  of  occupying  proprietors 
in  Ireland." — (Mr.  Sexton,) 

Question  proposed, "  That  those  words 
be  there  added." 

(5.25.)    The  CHIEF  SECRETARY 

for  IRELAND  .(Mr.  Jackson,  Leeds,N.): 

I  have  listened  with  great  attention  to 

the  speech  of  the  hon.  Member  who  has 

just  addressed  the  House,  and  I  do  not 

think  he  has,  in  any  degree,  specified  the 

particular  distinctive  legislation  which  he 

thinks  is    necessary    for    Ireland,    and 

which  he  thinks  this  House  is  unable  to 

pass.     He  has,  however,  told  us  that  he 
tt  o 
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does  not  think  it  necessary  to  define  the 
inability  under  which  he  thinks  the 
House  is  unable  to  legislate  for  Ire- 
land. If  he  did,  his  definition  lacked 
completeness,  and  certainly  lacked 
preciseness.  He  has  declined  to  specify 
the  scheme  of  Home  Rule  which  would 
satisfy  the  aspirations  of  Ireland.  He 
has  devoted  the  greater  part  of  his  speech 
to  what  he  calls  the  failure  of  the  Land 
Purchase  Act  of  last  year,  and  he  relies 
entirely,  apparently,  upon  the  short  ex- 
perience that  we  have  had  of  that  Act 
up  to  the  present.  Surely,  however, 
there  are  causes  which  it  is  not  difficult 
to  specify  which  may  to  a  very  large  ex- 
tent account  for  the  small  number  of 
applications  and  the  small  amount  of 
business  done.  The  hon.  Member  led  us 
to  believe  that,  in  his  opinion,  a  com- 
parison between  the  operations  under  the 
Act  of  1885  showed  that  the  transactions 
under  that  Act  were  very  much  more 
extensive  than  they  had  been  under  the 
Act  of  1891.  It  is  necessary  for  me  to 
remind  the  House  that  the  Act  of  1885 
made  changes  which  were,  at  that  time, 
certainly  unexampled  and  without  pre- 
cedent. They  offered  to  the  tenants  of 
Ireland  opportunities  and  advantages 
which  had  never  been  offered  before. 
The  Act  of  1885,  for  the  first 
time,  permitted  the  advance  of  the 
full  amount  of  the  purchase  money. 
And  I  think  the  House  will  remember 
that  the  prediction  was — and  lam  not  sure 
that  the  hon.  Member  for  West  Belfast 
was  not  one  of  those  who  joined  in  the 
prediction — that  the  Act  of  1885  would 
be  a  failure. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  No,  no. 

Mr.  JACKSON :  Well,  I  must  say 
that  I  have  seen  quotations  from  the 
speeches  of  hon.  Oentlemen  opposite,  and 
I  think  those  quotations  justify  me  in 
what  I  am  saying.  I  think  it  would  not 
be  difficult  to  make  quotations  from  the 
speeches  of  hon.  Members  opposite  in  re- 
gard to  that  Act  for  the  purpose 
of  showing  that,  in  the  opinion  of  hon. 
Members,  it  has  successfully  done  its 
work,  and  that,  by  contrast  with  later 
Acts,  it  has  been  held  to  have  been  almost 
the  perfection  of  legislation.  There 
are,  no  doubt,  other  causes  which  have 
tended  to  some  extent  to  delay  the  opera- 
tions under  the  Act  of  1891.  Under 
that  Act  certain  rules  were  prescribed,  in 
the  issue  of  which  by  the  Treasury  there 
was  some  delay,  for  which  there  was 
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reasonable    cause ;  and   the  absence  of 
these  rules   may  have  to  some  extent 
tended   to  delay  the   working    of   this 
Act.      The      hon.     Member     has    re- 
ferred to  the  Insurance  Fund  principle 
as  being  fatal  to  the  Act.    That  opinion 
is  quoted  by  hon.  Oentlemen  opposite* 
but  so  far  from  the  Insurance  Fund  being 
a  fatal  blot,  I  believe  it  is  a  distinctly 
valuable  feature.    The  hon.  Member  for 
Longford  can  scarcely  have  read  the  Act, 
or  he  would  not  have  fallen  into  such  an 
error ;  he  would  not  have  forgotton  thai 
the  Insurance  Fund  is  a  fund  provided  for 
the  tenant's  own  protection.     It  is  a  pro- 
vision which  the  tenant  is  asked  to  make-, 
so  that  in  the  event  of  certain  possibili- 
ties taking  place  he  may,  at  all  events,  b* 
able  to  draw  upon  that  fund  and  to  pro- 
vide for  his  difficulties ;  and  so  far  from 
its  being  a  blot  upon  the  Act,  I  am  in- 
clined to  regard  it  as  a  wise  protection 
for  the  tenant,  and  for  the  Government. 
Another  point  to  which  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  West  Belfast  referred  as  proof 
that  the  Land  Purchase  Act  of  last  year 
had  not  been  successful  related  to  the* 
fact  that  the  landlords  wished  the  Govern- 
ment to  give  them  the  option  of  taking 
Consols  instead  of  Land  Stock,  and  that 
was  the  real  cause  of  the  failure. 

Me.  SEXTON :  No,  no. 

Mb.  JACKSON :  I  understood  that 
was  what  the  hon.  Member  meant,  and 
I  think  he  emphasised  it  that  if  that 
option  were  given  them  the  Act  wontt 
have  been  a  success. 

Mb.  SEXTON :  No,  no ;  I  said  nothing 
of  the  kind.  I  said  that  the  difficulties 
of  the  landlords  would  have  been  dimi- 
nished if  this  opportunity  had  been 
given. 

Mb.  JACKSON :  Well,  I  confess  1 
am  surprised.  I  think  I  may  venture' 
to  say  that  no  man  paid  greater  attention 
to  those  Debates  in  the  House  during  the 
passing  of  this  Bill  than  did  the  hon. 
Member  for  West  Belfast,  and  that  he 
followed  closely,  day  by  day,  every  sec- 
tion and  every  line  of  the  measure ;  but 
is  it  possible  that  the  hon.  Member  has 
not  read  Section  15,  and  the  sub-section 
relating  to  it,  of  that  Act  ? 

Mb.  SEXTON:  It  places  upon  the 
landlord  engaged  to  sell  that  he  should 
take  the  Land  Stock  in  the  first  instance-, 
and  he  cannot  say  what  the  value  of  that 
Land  Stock  would  be,  and  it  is  upon  the 
value  of  that  Land  Stock  that  the  whole 
thing  depends. 


185  Majesty's  Most  {15  February,  1892}         Gracious  Speech. 


486 


Mat.  JACKSON :  I  am  sorry  that  I 
cannot  appreciate  the  point  of  the  hon. 
Member.  The  landlord  in  selling  his 
estate  has  a  certain  guide  and  indication 
as  to  what  would  be  the  minimum  price 
that  he  would  get  for  his  Land  Stock. 
rhat  minimum  price  is  the  price  of  Con- 
sols, and  the  Land  Stock  being  at  2  j  per 
cent.,  without  the  liability  of  reduction 
to  2£  per  cent,  after  a  certain  period 
of  time,  is  a  better  security  than  Consols, 
and  has  just  as  good  a  market  as  Consols, 
because  it  is  exchangeable  for  Consols  at 
anytime, 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY :  Why  does  it  not 
sell? 

Mr.  JACKSON  :  The  answer  to  that 
question  is  that  the  public  are  not  yet 
familiar  with  it.  I  have  no  doubt  what- 
ever that  so  soon  as  the  applications 
already  received  have  been  sanctioned,  it 
will  be  found  that  there  is  a  ready — a 
.good  market  for  any  of  the  Land  Stock 
which  anybody  could  desire  to  sell.  The 
hon.  Member  referred  also  to  what  he 
deemed  to  be  one  of  the  blots  of  the 
Act,  namely,  Section  13,  which  dealt 
with  evicted  tenants.  I  hope  that  what- 
ever difficulties  stood  in  the  way  in 
regard  to  this  matter  are  being  over- 
scome.  I  am  sure  that  every  Member  of 
the  House  desires  to  see  that  process 
hastened,  and  I  am  sure  it  is  the  desire 
of  hon.  Members  not  to  interfere  with 
it  in  the  smallest  extent.  But  I  desire 
to  put  the  House  into  possession  of  the 
real  facts  in  regard  to  the  comparative 
periods  as  to  business  transactions  under 
this  Act.  I  have  referred  to  the  in- 
ducements held  out  under  the  Act  of 
1885,  and  to  what  changes  were 
made  by  that  Act.  I  have  taken  out 
the  actual  business  done  in  the  period 
between  September  and  January,  1891-2. 
In  the  first  period  there  were  1,551 
applications,  representing  £641,895. 
<H  those  applications  880  were  connected 
with  the  Salters'  Company  Estates,  and 
those  880  applications,  representing 
£212,503,  had  been  negotiated  prior  to 
the  passing  of  the  Act  of  1885.  When 
the  prospect  of  the  passing  of  the  Act 
of  1885  came,  these  negotiations,  I  dare 
•say,  were  delayed  a  little  in  order  that 
-they  might  take  advantage  of  the  Act 
*of  1885.  With  regard  to  the  second 
period  there  were  1,634  applications, 
representing  £596,166  ;  in  other  words, 
-the  business  of  land  purchase  in  the  two 
periods  of  time  was  practically  the  same. 


It  is  the  duty  of  Land  Commis- 
sioners when  they  find  the  funds 
running  down  to  give  notice  at 
a  particular  time  that  they  will  not 
sanction  any  more  applications  for 
the  balance  of  what  is  called 
the  "Ashbourne  Money"  unless  those 
applications  are  founded  on  notice 
signed  prior  to  a  certain  date.  They 
gave  that  notice  upon  the  22nd 
August,  and  they  fixed  as  the 
date  the  26th  August.  More  than 
£200,000  of  notices  have  been  re- 
ceived consequent  upon  the  declaration, 
and  of  course,  this  has  to  some  extent 
absorbed  the  demand  on  the  market  for 
the  time  being.  But  there  is  no  proof 
in  the  figures  I  have  given  to  show  that 
the  business  of  land  purchase  has 
slackened  now,  or  has  been  slackened  in 
the  past  six  months  more  than  it  has 
been  during  the  six  months  beginning 
with  the  Act  of  1885.  If  that  be  true, 
it  is  too  early  to  draw  a  conclusion  that 
because  the  applications  under  the  Act 
of  1891  have  been  comparatively  few  in 
the  earlier  months  the  Act  of  1891 
has  been  a  failure;  the  demands  have 
been  supplied  by  the  balance  of  the 
money  which  was  available  under  the 
Ashbourne  Act.  I  say  that  it  is  much 
too  soon  to  draw  any  conclusion,  and  I 
deny  altogether  that  the  hon.  Member 
for  West  Belfast  has  proved  his  case, 
that  there  has  been  a  failure  of  the  Land 
Act  of  1891  as  judged  by  any  evidence 
that  we  have.  It  is  too  soon  to 
determine  that  yet.  The  business  of  land 
purchase  continues  to  proceed  at  about 
the  same  rate,  and  I  have  no  doubt 
whatever  that  when  the  Land  Com- 
missioners are  in  a  position  to 
put  in  a  clear  and  precise 
manner  the  operations  of  the  Act  of 
1891,  both  buyer  and  seller  will  be  in  a 
better  position  to  know  what  will  happen 
from  their  transactions,  and  we  may 
fairly  look  forward  to  a  continued 
business  in  regard  to  land  purchase. 
The  hon.  Gentleman,  in  the  course  of  his 
speech,  referred  to  certain  matters  which 
he  thought  proved  the  necessity  of  Home 
Rule.  He  told  us  that,  in  his  opinion, 
one  of  the  causes  was  the  condition  of 
the  people  of  Ireland  with  regard  to 
their  poverty.  Now  the  hon.  Member 
proposes  to  remedy  that  poverty  of 
Ireland  by  separating  it  from  England 
— from  the  country  that  has  given  its 
credit  for  the  purposes  of  Ireland.     H© 
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spoke  with  great  fairness,  and,  I  think, 
with  great  eloquence,  of  the  position  of 
England,  which  has  advanced  by  leaps 
and  bounds,  and  he  has  told  us  of  a 
part  of  Ireland  to  which  certain 
privileges  were  denied,  but  he  did  not 
tell  us  that  there  was  a  part  of  Ireland 
which  possesses  the  wealth  and  intelli- 
gence of  the  country,  and  which,  under 
the  same  laws,  has  made  much  progress. 
He  did  not  tell  us  of  a  district  of  Ireland, 
of  which  I  know  something,  which  com- 
petes with  our  manufactures,  and  which 
successfully  competes  with  us  in  every- 
thing it  undertakes ;  and  that  most 
progressive  portion  of  Ireland  is  not  that 
part  which  demands  separation  from  this 
country,  and  desires  to  be  released 
from  the  control  of  the  Imperial  Parlia- 
ment. No;  they  are  the  very  people 
who  believe  that  in  the  long  run 
they  will  be  benefited  by  being  stout 
champions  of  that  Union  between 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland  which  has 
existed  so  much  for  the  benefit  of  both 
countries. 

*(5.55.)     Sir     GEORGE     0.    TRE- 
VELYAN  (Bridgeton,  Glasgow) :  I  think 
that  no  one  who  has  sat  opposite  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  for  the  last  five 
years  will   begrudge    him    the    warm 
hearted  cheers  with  which   he  was  re- 
ceived   upon  his  first  speech   as   Irish 
Secretary.      But   I   consider   that    the 
Member  for  West  Belfast  was  justified  in 
defending  his  proposals  to-night  solely 
upon  the  grounds  of  the  Land  Purchase 
Bill  of  last  Session,  and  I  hope  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  will  never  have  a 
more  difficult  task  than  that  which  he 
has  had  to-night   in  replying  to  it,  for 
it  was  a  difficult  task  indeed.     He  gave 
statistics  to  the  House  that  were  abso- 
lutely of  a  phenomenal  character;  but 
what  do  these  statistics  mean  ?    They 
mean  that  Parliament  has  spent  its  time 
in  passing  this  measure  of  Land  Purchase 
as  a  remedial  measure  for  Ireland,  but 
the  fact  of  it  is  that  instead  of  pro- 
moting the  purchase  of  land  in  Ireland 
it  has  checked  it,  and  checked  it  to  a 
degree    that     is    quite    incredible.       I 
approach    the    Purchase    Act    from   a 
different  point  of  view  from  the  Mem- 
ber   for  West   Belfast.     He    approved 
of  the  principle  of  the  measure,  and  I 
was    opposed    to    it.      But    I    heartily 
agreed    with    him    in  this.     I    trusted 
that  when  the  Bill  was  passed  that  it 
would  be  of  benefit  to  Ireland  in  making 
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a  great  number  of  peasant  proprirtora, 
and  I  believed  and  I  trusted  that  it 
would  tend  to  the  reconciliation    and 
pacification  of   Ireland,  and  in  aD  the 
leading    reforms    in    detail  which    the 
Member    for    West   -Belfast    propose* 
in    Committee   I  heartily  agreed  with 
him.      It     is     precisely    these     points 
of  detail  on  which  we  from  this    side 
of  the  House  gave  one  class  of  advice 
and  the  Government  adopted    another 
class  of    advice— it  is    precisely    these 
points  of  detail  that  have  wrecked  the 
Purchase  Bill.     I  want  to  read  to  the 
House  a  few  very    significant    figures 
indeed.     In   1886  the  estates  that  were 
sold  were  sold  for  18  times  the  rent. 
In  the  year  1887  they  were  sold  for  17*6 
times  the  rent.     In  1888  they  were  sold 
for  17  times  the  rent,  and  in  1889  they 
were  sold  for  16*4  times  the  rent;  and 
in  1890  for  16-7  times  the  rent.    Antf 
observe  this  :  that  all    this  while   the 
average  rents  of  Ireland  had  been  going 
down  on  account  of  the  operations  of 
the  Land  Commission,  and  yet  in  five 
years  the  number  of  years'  purchase  had 
fallen   from  18  times  the  rent  to  16T 
times.    Now,  these    significant    figure* 
have,  in  my  mind,  only  one  meaning, 
and  that  meaning  is,  that  in  the  mind  of 
the  Irish  tenant,  which  would  be  the 
mind  of  an  Irish  Parliament,  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  Land  Act  of  1881  still  holds 
sway — the  principle  that  the  rent  of 
Ireland  should  be  subject  to  constant 
revision,  and  in  the  eyes  of  the  tenant 
constant  reduction.     I  think  the  argu- 
ment I  have  given  is  a  most  practical 
one  to  see — constant  reduction  before* 
you  arrive  at  the  real  figure  of  the  land- 
lord's claim.     Now,  that  is  not  the  view 
of  the  Government — that  was  not  the- 
view  of  the  Government.  Lord  Salisbury 
in  the  House  of  Lords  spoke  on  this 
subject  in  the  strongest  words  that  a 
man  can  possibly  use.     He  said — this 
was,  I  think,  in  August,  1886 — 

(i  We  do  not  contemplate  any  reduction  of 
the  judicial  rents.  We  do  not  think  it  wouldT 
be  honest  in  the  first  place,  and  we  think  it 
would  be  exceedingly  inexpedient.* 

The  Government  tried  to  adopt  that 
policy,  but  they  could  not  for  two- 
reasons  :  First,  the  pressure  of  the  Irish 
Members ;  and,  secondly,  what  was  much 
more  important,  the  pressure  of  the 
nature  of  the  case.  Mr.  Parnell  brought 
forward  his  proposal  for  revision  for  the 
purpose  of   reducing  the  rents.      The- 
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Government  accepted  that  proposal  in 

spite  of  what  Lord  Salisbury  said.   They 

accepted  it  a  year  too  late.     They  did 

more ;  they  extended  the  Act  of  1881  to 

leaseholders,  and  it  was  only  because 

they  made  that  concession  that  even  the 

Government  with  all  their  power  were 

able   to  carry  through    this    period   of 

disturbance  and  discomfort  in  Ireland. 

Well,  now,  the  Land  Purchase  Bill  was 

brought  in  to    destroy  this  system  of 

dual  ownership  and  revision  of  rents ;  but 

it  has  not  destroyed  the  national  way  of 

regarding  the  question  of  the  land.     The 

figures  which  I  have  read  to  the  House 

prove  that  the  Irish  tenant  only  uses  the 

Land  Purchase  Bill  for  the  purpose  of 

completing  and  extending  the  work  of 

the   Land  Courts  and  of  reducing  his 

rent.     This  is  the  position  which  I  am 

anxious  to  prove — which   I   say  these 

figures  absolutely  prove.     What  are  the 

reductions  which  the  Land  Courts  make  ? 

We  have  not  got,  I  think,  any  Returns 

of  reductions  later  than  July,  1891. 

Mr.  JACKSON  :  There  are  others. 

♦Sib  GEORGE  TREVELYAN:   Oh, 

there  are  others.     I  have  not  been  able 

to  lay  my  hands  on  them.     But  in  July, 

1891,  what  was  the  statement  ?     All 

through  the  whole  of  Ireland  the  rents 

bid  been  reduced  by  the  Land  Courts 

from    £20,000    to    £16,000  —  that    is 

to  say,  a  reduction    of    20  per  cent.  ; 

but      under       the      Land      Purchase 

Act,  when  the  tenant  gives  16|  years' 

purchase,    it    is    more    than     30     per 

cent,   reduction,    and    so    it    is    quite 

trident  that  the  tenants  will  only  use  the 

Purchase  Act,  if  at  all,  for  the  purpose 

of  reducing  their  rents  more  than  they 

*ould  be  reduced  by  the  Land  Courts. 

That  is  the  attraction  which,  under  the 

Ashbourne  Act,  tempted  so  very  many 

taints  to  purchase.  Now,  I  want  to  tell 

the  House— and  I  think  it  is  a  very  serious 

natter — what  the  result  of  the  recent 

Purchase  Act  has  been.      During  the 

operations  of  the  Ashbourne  Act    the 

tffetige   number    of     applications    was 

to  the  extent    of    £2,300,000  a  year; 

that  is  to  say,  to  the  extent  of  about 

^200,000  a  month.     Since  this  Act  has 

yoeu  passed,  there  has  been  the  entire 

time  only  of  the  half  year;   instead  of 

^me  thing  like  £1,150,000  being  applied 

f°r,  there  has  been  only  £75,000  applied 

for.    But  it  is  fairer  to  take  it  by  the 

month,  became  there  is  a  rise  in  the  month 

°f  January.  The  best  month — January — 


since  the  present  Purchase  Act  was  passed 
has  brought  it  up  to  £550,000  of  appli- 
cations, against  this  monthly  sum  of 
£200,000  that  was  applied  for  one  year 
with  another  during  all  the  four  years 
that  the  Ashbourne  Act  was  under 
operation.  That  is  the  most  remarkable 
comparison  of  figures  that  I  think  has 
ever  been  known.  Now,  the  reason  of  it 
is  perfectly  plain.  I  have  shown  that 
the  reason  the  tenant  applies  under  the 
Purchase  Act  is  because  he  wants  to  have 
his  rent  reduced ;  but  more  than  that, 
he  wants  to  have  an  immediate  reduction. 
But  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite, 
in  his  Purchase  Bill,  postpones  to 
an  almost  indefinite  time  the  oppor- 
tunity of  the  tenant  of  having  his 
rent  reduced.  He  has  to  pay  for 
five  years  only  20  per  cent,  less  than  his 
former  rent,  and  what  does  that  mean  ? 
Hon.  Members  must  remember  that  he  not 
only  pays  80  per  cent,  on  his  rent,  but 
he  likewise  pays,  I  think,  on  the  average, 
7  per  cent.,  which  was  the  share  of  his 
landlord's  rates.     And  the  consequence 

is,  that  the  only  immediate  reduction 

Mr.  JACKSON  :  No,  no. 
♦Sir  GEORGE  TREVELYAN :  Does 
not  pay  that  ?     How  is  that  ?    Still  he 
pays  the  rates. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  He  does 
not  pay  the  rates  in  addition  to  the 
80  per  cent. 

♦Sir  GEORGE  TREVELYAN:  He 
pays  the  rates  whatever  they  are ;  but  I 
shall  pass  from  that  point  for  the  present, 
and  say  it  is  20  per  cent.  That  is  the 
reason,  and  the  main  reason,  so  far  as  I 
have  been  able  to  learn,  that  the  tenants 
will  not  apply  under  the  Act  of  1891 . 
But  there  are  other  reasons  likewise.  I 
have  been  informed,  from  more  quarters 
than  one,  that  one  of  the  reasons  that 
the  Act  of  1891  is  unpopular  is  the  very 
unfortunate  amalgamation  of  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  Act  of  1881  and  the 
Act  of  1885.  Now,  this  amalgamation 
would  be  very  inexpedient  in  any 
case,  but  it  was  undoubtedly  inexpedient 
after  the  extremely  strong  remon- 
strances and  representations  that  were 
made  against  it  by  the  hon.  Members 
who  really  speak  the  voice  of  the  people 
of  Ireland.  Now,  I  have  no  doubt  that 
the  Government  will  say  that  this  inter- 
ference of  the  ordinary  Land  Commis- 
sioners has  been  postponed  until  the 
appeals  have  been  worked  off ;  and  this  is 
another  point  on  which  I  should  like  some 
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information,  and  that  is,  how  near  the 
appeals  are  of  being  worked  off,  and  how 
soon  the  Commissioners  under  the  Act  of 
1881  will  take  part  in  the  operations  of 
the  Purchase  Act  with  the  Commissioners 
of  1885?     But  the  tenants  know  very 
little  about  that  small  point  of  whether 
or  not  these  particular  Commissioners 
have  yet  the  power  of  determining  values. 
What  they  know  is  that  the    general 
conduct  of  the  affairs  of  purchase  has 
been  made  to  the  whole  Commissioners, 
and  under  Sub-section  6  the  Land  Pur- 
chase Act  is  administered  by  a  majority 
of  the  Commissioners;  that  is,  by  those 
very  Commissioners  against  whom  the 
Members  for  Ireland  on  this  side  of  the 
House,  at  any  rate,  unanimously  protested 
as  being  Commissioners  who  had  not  the 
confidence      of      the      Irish       people. 
Then  there  is  another  point  which  weighs 
with  me  a  good  deal,  and  which  I  am 
quite    satisfied    must    weigh    with    the 
tenants ;    that  is,  that  the  tenants  are 
unwilling  to  purchase,  because  they  do  not 
know  what  obligations  will  be  thrown  upon 
them  in  the  future.     Hon.  Members  for 
England  sometimes  forget  that  there  are 
many  important  burdens  on  the  English 
rates,     and     on     the     English     land, 
which  do  not  lie  upon  the  Irish  land; 
and  the  most  important  of  all  these  is 
education.      In  the  country  districts  in 
England  here  a  landlord  pays  largely  for 
the  education  of  the  people,  or  it  is  paid 
out  of  the  rates.     Over  at  least  three- 
fourths    of  Ireland  the  landlord    pays 
nothing,   or  next  to  nothing,   for  the 
education  of  the  people,    and  nothing 
whatever  is  paid  out  of  the  rates.     But  I 
suppose  the  House  does  not  believe  that 
if  Ireland  had  the  Parliament  which  is 
foreshadowed  in  this  Amendment — that 
undoubtedly  greater  claims  would  not  be 
made  for  education  upon  the  districts 
in  the  shape  of  rates,  and  that  all  these 
would  fall   upon   the  tenant.      And  I 
think  it  is  a  very  great  blot  indeed  on 
this  Purchase  Act  that  the  landlords  are 
able  to  go  off  with  the  money  in  their 
pockets,  with  the  prospect  of  the  educa- 
tion rates,  and  other  rates  in  the  future, 
all    capitalised     so    that    they     escape 
them,  and  so  that  in  the  future  the 
burden  would  be  laid  upon  the  tenant, 
and   the   risk,  will   be  on  the   British 
Treasury.      For  all  these  causes  small 
proprietors   are   very    shy   of    buying. 
The  average  value  of   an   Irish    farm 
in  Ireland   is  £184  now.     In   the  first 
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15  months  of  the  operation  of  the 
Ashbourne  Act  the  average  value  of 
the  holdings  sold  was  not  £184,  bat 
£450.  In  the  next  15  months  the 
average  value  went  up  to  .£460; 
and  as  I  took  down  the  figures 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  opposue, 
so  far  is  the  Act  of  1891  from  en- 
couraging the  small  tenants  to  buy,  that 
this  very  large  average,  already  between 
twice  and  thrice  the  price  of  an  avenge 
holding  in  Ireland,  instead  of  falling  ha* 
run  up  to  nearly  £500. 

Mr.  JACKSON  :  No,  not  so  much. 
-Sir      GEORGE       TREVELYAN : 
I  think  that   is  very  near    the  figure. 
It    is    too    evident    that    this     land 
purchase  system  has  failed  to  establish 
small     proprietors    over    the    country 
hitherto,   and    that   its   action,   insteed 
of     being    quickened,   has    been    verj 
much   diminished    by  the  legislation  it 
1891.       What     your    land     purchne 
system  has  done  is  this :  that  certain  greet 
landlords — sometimes  they  are  corpcre- 
tions — who  were  prepared  to  sell  and  had 
everything  ready  before  the  Ashbourne 
Act  was  introduced — sold  directly,  in  the 
course  of    the  first  year,  at    20  yeen' 
purchase.    They  got  the  benefit.    But  I 
imagine    that     after     the    first    burtt 
of  selling  very  little  has  been  done,  and 
the  pace  is  less  quick  than  ever.    Well, 
then,  the  land  purchase  system  of  the 
Government  has  failed  to  tranquillisethe 
country.     We  earnestly  trusted  that  it 
would  put  a  stop  to  evictions.    Now,  it  is 
not  at  the  present  moment  the  question 
of   mere  eviction;     it  is   now   a  quet* 
tion    of    the   more    insidious    eviction 
notices  by  which  a  tenant  loses  the  statu 
of  part  owner  of  his  farm,  and  is  put  in 
the  position  of  an  ordinary  individual, 
with  no  hold  on  the  farm.  The  purchee* 
system  of  the  Government  came  into  full 
operation  in  1888.     In  that  year  there 
were  9,700  eviction    notices  served,  in 
the  next  year  there  were  6,500,  in  the 
next  year  there  were  5,932,  and  in  the 
first  half  of  1891  there  were  2,258.    I 
say,  when  you  have  an  average  of  5,000 
eviction    notices    in  one    year,  it  is  a 
very     poor     result    of    the    immense 
sacrifices    which     were    made    by    the 
British    people    in  granting    this   pur- 
chase system  to  Ireland,  and  the  great 
obligations  which  Ireland  has  incurred. 
Now,  Sir,  I  want  to  say  two  or  three 
words  about  the  general  character  of 
this  Amendment.     I  can  quite  under- 
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band  that  there  are  a  good  many  Mem- 

ers  in  this  House  who  do  not  wish  to 

»e    this    Amendment    placed    on    the 

ournals  of  this  House.     Can  they  for  a 

loment  deny  any  single  word  that  is 

mtained  in  it  ?    What  is  it  ?— 

uWe  deem  it  our  duty  to  acquaint  Her 
Cajeety  that  a  decisive  majority  of  the  Irish 
sople  and  of  their  Representatives  in  this 
[ooae  are  convinced  of  the  inability  of  the 
nporial  Parliament  to  legislate  for  Ireland  as 
ar  distinctive  interests  require." 

je  we  not  so  convinced  ?  In  1885 
ver  three-fourths  of  the  Irish  popula- 
on — over,  I  should  say,  five-sixths  or 
loven-twelf ths  of  the  area — there  were 
onteste  on  this  question,  and  that  part 
f  Ireland  declared  quite  unanimously, 
y  an  absolutely  phenomenal  majority, 
a  favour  of  this  question.  In  1886 
here  was  another  General  Election. 
Fhere  were  no  contests,  but  the  same 
results  occurred.  Since  then  there 
have  been  contests,  and  very  hot  con- 
tests indeed.  But  it  is  observable  that 
every  Member  who  came  into  Parlia- 
ment successfully  on  either  side — if  I 
may  so  express  it — in  these  contests  was 
in  favour  of  the  theory  that  this  Parlia- 
ment could  not  properly  legislate  for 
Ireland.  At  Cork  the  population  has 
increased  very  substantially  since  1885, but 
the  number  of  citizens  of  Cork  who  were 
opposed  to  the  declaration  made  in  this 
Amendment  fell  off  at  the  last  Election 
from  1,500  to  1,100.  What  have  hon. 
Gentlemen  to  say  against  the  only  con- 
clusion we  can  draw  ?  In  the  first  place, 
*key  say  it  is  a  question  of  clerical 
influence.  At  the  election  of  Sligo 
tike  candidate  whom  the  Ecclesiastical 
Arty  supported  succeeded ;  at  the  elec- 
tion of  Waterford  the  candidate  whom 
the  Ecclesiastical  Party  opposed  succeeded ; 
and  they  both  were  in  favour  of  this 
Amendment.  It  is  quite  idle  to  use  the 
clerical  argument  against  this  declaration 
of  Irish  Nationalist  feeling.  The  right 
bon.  Gentleman  opposite,  with  great 
issuranoe,  said  there  was  a  province  in 
Ireland  which  stood  aloof  from  this  way 
)f  regarding  Ireland. 
Mb.  JACKSON  :  A  part  of  Ireland. 
•Sib  GEORGE  TREVELYAN  :  Well, 
*hat  is  that  part  of  Ireland?  This 
x>dy  of  opinion  is  entirely  confined 
o  three  or  four  counties,  and  does  not 
ven  exist  outside  them  in  such  force  as 
t>  be  able  to  return  a  Member  of  Parlia- 
lent.  You  may  fairly  say  that  the  part 
f    Ireland    to  which  the   right    hon. 


Gentleman  refers  touches  the  shores  of 
a  single  lake,  and  yet  on  that  lake  there 
are  counties,  where  there  is  a  numerous 
Nationalist  tinge  amongst  the  people — 
counties  where  it  is  very  doubtful 
whether  there  is  not  a  Nationalist 
majority.  The  Prime  Minister  tells 
us  that  the  minority  are  rich,  and  that 
the  poor  and  needy  are  the  majority ; 
and  he  gives  two  instances  of  cities  in 
support  of  this,  and  one  of  these  cities 
returns  one  of  the  most  respectable  and 
influential  Nationalists  in  this  House  ; 
and,  therefore,  1  say  that  it  is  quite 
worth  while  putting  the  hon.  Member  for 
West  Belfast's  Amendment  on  the 
Paper  in  order  to  teach  the  Prime 
Minister  a  lesson  in  political  geography. 
There  is  another  theory,  which  is  the  one 
held  apparently  by  the  late  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland,  Lord  Londonderry. 
He  says  the  cry  is  factitious,  and  is  got 
up  by  demagogues.  When  Lord  London- 
derry came  back  to  our  part  of  the 
country  in  the  North  of  England  he 
was  treated  with  great  ovations,  and  a 
great  banquet  was  given  in  his  honour. 
This  is  what  he  said  on  the  subject — I 
am  not  sure,  by  the  way,  whether  these 
words  were  spoken  in  England  or  at 
Belfast — but  they  are  his  words. 
He  said,  "  This  demand  for  a  Parliament 
in  Dublin  comes  solely  from  a  body  of 
men,"  whom  he  then  describes — and  I 
shall  not  insult  the  Irish  Members 
of  Parliament  by  reading  the  descrip- 
tion then  given  of  them  by  a 
man  who  was  sent  to  Ireland  to 
be  their  ruler.  Now,  I  maintain  that 
the  manner  of  this  speech  of  Lord  Lon- 
donderry is  a  tremendous  argument  in 
favour  of  the  Amendment  of  the  hon. 
Gentleman — the  mere  fact  that  the 
ruler  of  Ireland  should  speak  in  this 
way  of  the  chosen  Representatives  of  the 
country  that  he  ruled — in  a  way  that 
I  will  not  read.  (Cries  of  "  Read  it ! ") 
Well,  I  will  read  it  if  it  so  wished — 

"  Whence  comes  this  demand  for  a  Parlia- 
ment in  Dublin  ?  It  comes  solely  from  a  body 
of  men  whose  leaders  have  no  stake  in  the 
country,  who  have  contributed  nothing  to  the 
wealth  of  the  country,  who  have  nothing  to 
lose  and  everything  to  gain,  who  trust  that  in 
the  change  they  clamour  for  they  will  share  in 
the  benefits  arising  from  the  enterprise  of 
others,  which  they  themselves  have  no  part  or 
lot  in,  and  divide  the  spoils  which  they  never 
helped  to  win." 

It  is  a  sufficient  reason  for  this  Amend- 
ment that  Ireland  is  governed  by  rulers 
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who  thus  speak  of  the  chosen  representa- 
tives of  her  people.  But  it  is  to  the  matter, 
and  not  the  tone,  that  I  now  object. 
It  is  not  a  question  of  demagogues  in 
Ireland.  Anyone  who  has  had  to  do 
with  the  administration  of  Ireland 
knows  that  the  national  feeling  is  not 
a  slight  feeling,  that  it  is  not  a 
superficial  feeling — that  it  is  a  genuine 
irrepressible  feeling,  an  immutable 
feeling  in  the  population  ;  that  it  does 
not  depend  on  the  land  question, 
that  it  does  not  depend  on  clerical  in- 
fluence, and  that  it  depends  still  less 
upon  the  exhortations,  however  eloquent, 
however  sincere,  of  any  public  man,  to 
whatever  section  of  the  Irish  Party  he 
may  belong.  Before  I  sit  down,  I  will 
accept  the  challenge  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  opposite.  That  challenge — 
for  I  took  down  the  words — was  to 
bring  forward  a  distinctive  instance  of 
the  inability  of  the  Imperial  Parliament 
to  legislate  for  Ireland  as  her  interests 
require.  I  cannot  even  conceive  how 
anyone  can  have  lived  through  this 
Parliament  and  have  the  very  slightest 
doubt  that  the  case,  in  the  exact 
words  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
has  been  absolutely  made  out.  Each 
Session  Bills  are  brought  into  Parlia- 
ment— Bills  of  the  very  greatest  im- 
portance to  Ireland — Bills  as  to  which 
there  is  no  difference  at  all  amongst  five- 
sixths  or  nine-tenths  of  the  people  of 
Ireland.  Each  Session  these  Bills 
come  to  nothing,  and  that  for  three 
causes — first,  that  they  are  opposed  by 
the  majority  of  the  Members  of  this 
House ;  next,  that  they  cannot  pass 
through  another  House — where  not  one 
single  Nationalist  sits ;  and,  thirdly,  and 
this  is  almost  as  important  as  the  other 
two,  there  is  no  time  for  them.  What  do 
hon.  Gentlemen  say  to  this?  At  this 
moment,  except,  I  think,  in  two  municipal 
towns,  an  enormous  majority  of  the  Irish 
residents  and  citizens  in  the  boroughs  are 
deprived  of  taking  any  part  in  the 
municipal  life  of  their  country. 

Me.  T.  M.  HEALY:  One. 

♦Sir  GEORGE  TREVELYAN:  I 
thought  it  was  two.  What  do  hon. 
Gentlemen  say  to  this  ?  Irish  registration 
is  still  ineffective,  and  many  points  on 
which  Irish  Members  feel  most  keenly 
cannot  be  amended,  because  in  old  days 
the  House  of  Lords — now  I  am  sorry  to 
say  a  majority  in  the  House  of  Commons 
— was  set  against  them.  What  do 
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hon.  Gentlemen  say  to  the  question  of 
the  boundaries  of  Dublin?  I  do  not 
say  whether  it  is  right  or  not,  but  I  hsn 
no  doubt  almost  all  Irishmen,  eepeciafy 
all  Dublin  men,  want  to  enlarge  the 
boundaries  of  Dublin.  Have  hon. 
Gentlemen  read  the  paper  put  into  their 
hands  this  morning — the  census  of 
Leinster  ?  Have  they  seen  how  the  city 
of  Dublin  is  diminished  in  population; 
how,  on  the  other  hand,  there  has  bee* 
a  very  large  increase  in  those  suburbtn 
districts  where  rich  men  live  ?  But  the 
Dublin  citizens  cannot  increase  the 
boundaries  of  their  city  because  Imperial 
Parliament  has  no  time  for  it,  and  if  it 
has  time,  has  not  the  will.  Again,  the 
Corporation  of  Dublin,  even  the  House 
of  Commons,  were  unanimous  in  favour 
of  doing  away  with  the  most  humiliating, 
and  most  inefficient,  and  I  think  in  soma 
degree,  the  most  cumbrous  system  of 
conducting  the  finances  of  the  city.  Yet 
though  the  Corporation  of  Dublin  and  the- 
House  of  Commons  were  in  favour  of  h\ 
the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Lords, 
at  the  instance  of  a  paid  official 
of  the  Corporation  of  Dublin — paid 
by  the  Corporation  of  Dublin,  but 
not  responsible  to  the  Corporation  of 
Dublin — at  his  instance  a  Committee  of 
the  House  of  Lords  (five  Lords  sitting  in 
conclave)  were  able  to  defeat  what  is  the 
overwhelming  opinion,  perhaps  almost 
unanimous,  of  those  who  live  in  the 
capital  of  Ireland.  No,  Sir,  none  of  Ire- 
land's wishes  can  be  met  unless  it  suits 
the  views  of  that  minority  in  Ireland 
which  has  the  ear  of  the  majority  in  this 
House,  and  of  almost  the  entire 
complement  of  the  Members  of  the 
other  House.  Ireland  is  not  unavenged. 
I  shall  vote  for  this  Amendment,  as  hon. 
Members  last  year  voted  for  the  Irish 
Purchase  Bill  and  voted  for  Free  Educa- 
tion in  England,  because  I  am  convinced, 
just  as  they  were,  of  the  need  for  i 
change  in  our  policy.  I  shall  vote  for 
this  Amendment  as  a  British  Member 
of  the  House  of  Commons,  and  stall 
more  as  a  Scottish  Member.  While 
Irish  grievances  are  being  ventilated, 
while  Bills  which  Irishmen  approve  in 
principle  are  being  passed  through  Com- 
mittee, while  details  which  Irishmen 
recommended  are  accepted  grudgingly 
or  are  rejected  —  in  all  cases  with 
immense  expenditure  of  time  —  still 
more  while  Coercion  Bills,  which  Irishmen 
hate,  are  being  thrust  down  their  throats. 
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tome  cries  of  "  Oh,  oh  1 "  and  laughter.) 
■ — To  laugh  is  not  to  answer,  nor  is  it 
lannerly — I  say  while  these  things  are 
eing  done  English,  Scottish,  and  Welsh 
rosiness  is  thrown  into  a  corner.  All 
ast  Session  Wales  got  nothing  except 
i  Tithes  Bill,  which  it  did  not 
rant.  The  crofter  districts  of  Scot- 
land, about  half  the  area  of  Scotland, 
wish  to  get  certain  legislation.  Part  of 
it  this  Parliament  approved  of  in  prin- 
ciple, against  other  parts  of  it  there  is 
folly  nothing  to  be  said.  These  districts 
can  get  nothing,  largely  because  Ireland 
Mocks  the  way.  When  we  take  the 
whole  of  Scotland  what  do  we  find? 
The  majority,  and  indeed  the  whole  of 
Parliament,  voted  in  favour  of  entirely 
reforming  the  system  of  Parochial 
Boards — a  matter  equally  as  important 
to  Scotland  as  District  Councils  in 
England.  Nine  years  have  passed,  and 
Scotchmen— on  a  matter  which  they  under- 
stand, on  a  matter  on  which  they  are  as 
good  as  unanimous — cannot  have  their 
way  because  business  is  so  blocked. 
English,  Welsh,  and  Scottish  measures 
are  waiting  by  the  dozen  and  by  the 
More,  and  they  will  have  to  wait  until 
Irishmen  can  do  Irish  business  on  the 
Mil  of  Ireland  according  to  Irish  ideas. 
Br,  I  think  it  is  high  time  that  there 
was  an  end  to  this  system  of  mutual 
hindrance  between  communities  who 
could  carry  on  their  own  affairs  much 
better  and  much  quicker  if  they  were 
allowed  to  carry  on  that  part  of  their 
affairs  which  concerns  themselves,  and 
which  can  be  managed  without  detriment 
to  others.  Therefore  it  is,  that  out  of 
goodwill  to  Ireland,  and  because  till  this 
question  is  settled  the  rest  of  the 
nation  cannot  have  the  arrears  of  legis- 
lation for  which  they  have  been  so  long 
waiting,  I  shall  most  cordially  support 
the  doctrine  laid  down  in  the  Amend- 
ment. 

(6.40.)    Mr.  DUNBAR  PLUNKET 

BARTON    (Armagh,    Mid):     I    trust 

the  House  of  Commons  will  be  lenient 

to  a  new   Member.     I    see  very  little 

ibout  the  speech  of  the  right  hon. 
gentleman,  who  has  just  sat  down,  to 
reply  to.  It  seems,  however,  to  be  the 
ashion  now  to    attack    absent    Peers. 

*Sib  GEORGE  TREVELYAN :  I  beg 
tie  hon.  Member's  pardon.  I  spoke  of 
iord  Londonderry,  not  as  a  Peer,  but  as 
a  ex- Viceroy  of  Ireland. 


Mr.  BARTON :  I  reply  to  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  as  an  ex-Chief  Secretary 
for  Ireland.  No  more  insulting  language- 
has  been  used  by  Lord  Salisbury  or  by  Lord 
Londonderry,  or  any  other  Peer,  than 
that  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  him- 
self, which  we,  as  Unionists,  well  remem- 
ber. He  said  "  there  were  two  Irelands — 
the  Ireland  of  loyalty,  and  the  Ireland  that 
sympathised  with  crime."  I  would  not  ven- 
ture to  rise  to-night,  but  my  constituents 
are  deeply  interested  in  the  two  subjects 
with  which  this  Amendment  deals, 
namely,  with  the  capacity  of  this  Parlia- 
ment to  legislate  for  Ireland  and  with 
the  Land  Purchase  Policy.  My  con- 
stituents, Sir,  are  strongly  in  favour  of 
land  purchase,  and  I  heartily  sympathise 
with  them.  Many  of  them  wish  to  see 
land  purchase  universal,  and  I  am  not 
afraid  to  say  that  if  that  could  be  carried 
out  with  the  concurrence  of  the  Treasury, 
and  with  the  concurrence  of  the  landlords 
and  tenants  of  Ireland,  I  would  be  in 
favour  of  universal  land  purchase.  But, 
Sir,  my  constituents,  who  are  mainly 
tenant-farmers,  and  who  are  themselves 
enthusiastic  about  land  purchase,  are  not 
so  impatient  as  to  condemn  an  Act  of 
Parliament  because  it  does  not  boom 
in  six  months.  They  are  not  so 
ingenuous  as  to  suppose  that  they  ever 
would  get  a  Purchase  Bill  from  the  hon. 
Member  for  West  Belfast  as  Chan- 
cellor of  Exchequer  of  an  Irish 
Parliament,  and  they  are  wise  enough  to 
know  that  the  Purchase  Act  of  last 
Session  was  a  large,  a  liberal,  and  a  very 
carefully  considered  step  towards  the 
ultimate  reaching  of  their  aspirations. 
We  are  in  Ulster  in  favour  of  land  pur- 
chase, because  we  believe  that  if  we  ean 
make  a  large  majority,  and,  if  possible, 
all  of  the  occupiers  of  Ireland,  owners  of 
their  farms,  you  will  make  Ireland  easier 
to  govern,  and  you  will  make  Ireland 
more  difficult  for  hon.  Members  opposite 
to  agitate  in.  The  Ulster  tenant  farmers 
who  returned  me  here  six  weeks  ago  have- 
given  a  denial  to  this  Amendment. 
Though  they  like  land  purchase  they 
have  been  convinced  in  the  last  five  years 
that  this  country  is  capable  of  governing 
Ireland.  For  the  rest  of  Ireland  my  test 
is  found  in  the  speeches  of  hon.  Members 
opposite  during  the  Recess — speeches  made 
to  their  constituents,  and  speeches  which 
are  directlv  inconsistent  with  the  Amend- 
ment  which  they  now  offer.  What  is 
the  Amendment  ?     It  asks  the  House  to 
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adopt  three  propositions — first,  that  the 
Act  is  a  failure.  With  reference  to  that 
-we  have  had  very  reassuring  statements 
from  the  Chief  Secretary.  The  hon. 
Member  has  said  what  will  surprise  most 
Irish  landlords,  that  this  Stock  could  not 
fall  below  the  price  of  Consols.  That 
statement  is  most  reassuring,  and  it 
"will  certainly  have  a  very  important 
-effect  upon  this  Act.  The  hon.  Member 
Also  told  us  other  matters  which  were 
-very  reassuring — that  all  the  money  is 
not  applied  for  and  is  not  all  dealt  with. 
You  cannot  expect  the  Irish  tenants  to 
commence  their  dinner  before  digesting 
their  lunch.  Secondly,  it  is  said  that 
the  failure  of  this  Bill  is  because  of 
its  defects.  It  is  because  of  that  state- 
ment that  I  call  in  question  the  speech 
-of  the  hon.  Member.  The  hon.  Member 
for  Longford,  who  can  speak  with  autho- 
rity as  a  lawyer,  as  he  is  familiar  with 
the  Bill  as  a  lawyer,  but  also  with  autho- 
rity >as  a  Member,  addressing  his  con- 
stituents, said  in  Longford,  when  dealing 
with  the  Insurance  Fund,  which  we  are 
told  is  to  be  the  final  proof  of  the  incom- 
petence of  this  House  to  deal  with  Irish 
matters,  that  20  per  cent,  is  the  biggest 
reduction  under  the  Balfour  Act ;  but  if 
this  Amendment  is  right  the  Act  has 
failed  because  this  Parliament  is  incom- 
petent. What  did  the  hon.  Member  for 
Longford  say?  He  said  the  reason 
was  because  there  was  a  section,  33  strong, 
led  by  Farnell,  who  said  that  it  was  n 
.grand  Act,  and  they  could  not  amend 
it  in  the  House  of  Commons.  So 
that  the  reason  of  the  Insurance  Fund 
failing  is  not  because  of  the  incom- 
petence of  the  House,  but  because  of 
the  split  in  the  hon.  Member's  own 
Tarty.  The  moral  of  that  argument  is 
that  his  own  Party  should  be  united,  and 
not  that  this  Parliament  should  be 
broken  up.  What  did  the  hon.  Member 
say  within  the  last  few  weeks  when,  in  ad- 
dressing a  meeting,  he  referred  to  the 
various  defects  of  the  Act  ?  Did  he  tell 
his  audience  that  the  reason  of  the 
failure  of  the  Act  was  that  Parliament 
was  unfit  to  govern  Ireland  ?  No.  If 
it  has  failed  it  is  not  due  to  the  inconv- 

?  stance  of  Parliament,  but  to  his  own 
arty.  If  that  is  the  reason  of  the  de- 
fect, why  has  it  failed  in  Ireland  ? 
now  turn  to  the  hon.  Member  for  East 
Mayo.  I  think  he  can  provide  the 
.answer.  The  hon.  Member  for  East 
Mayo  did  not  allow  the  grass  to  grow 
Mr.  Barton 


under  his  feet.  Before  this  Act  m 
passed,  he  told  the  tenants  what  wis  k* 
advice.  Speaking  at  Wexford,  what 
delegates  from  every  district  oaBomHst, 
addressing  the  tenant  farmers,  a  Maahv 
of  this  House  who  claims,  and  rigktlj 
"aims,  to  be  influential  in  Ireland — <■ 
hose  speeches  are  read  all  over  Irelooi 
says — 

That  the  first   question   which   to 
itself  to  my  consideration  is  thai  the  . 
farmer*  ought  not  to  avail  themselve*  at  not 
Land  Act." 

There  is  the  question  put  vary  ckorij, 
but  it  is  not  more  clearly  put  thu 
answered.  He  says,  my  advice 
and  distinct.  Have  nothing 
say  to  the  new  Purchase  Act.  Add  that 
to  the  reason  that  we  are  told  this  Bui 
has  failed  because  Parliament  is  incapohk 
I  say  that  speech  alone  would  account  for 
the  failure  of  this  Act.  What 
does  the  hon.  Member  give!  Don  hi 
give  the  reason  that  this  Act  is  a  had  Aetl 
He  gave  a  reason  why  they  should  not 
buy.     His  words  were : — 

"Now  my  advice  to  the  former*  of  Iidonll 
simple  and  distinct,  and  it  Is  this :  have  nethnt 
whatever  to  s*j  to  the  new  ParchoM  lot 
(Cheers.)  The  ranks  of  the  people  of  Irataal 
ore  re-forming.  The  National  mov*m**t  ■ 
rising  again  to  its  full  former  atrengtfc  *B*r 
the  trouble*  of  lost  winter.  (Cheers.)  Web** 
shown  in  the  put  that  by  organisation  osd  *J 
perseverance  we  have  been  able  to  get  MB 
succeeding  year  better  and  better  term*,* 
that  those  tenants  who  settled  and  bought  *» 
years  ago  are  sorry  to-day,  some  of  UmKjIsT 
having  done  *o.  The  darkest  day*  ow  Qt«t. 
(Cheer*.)" 

On  the  face  of  that  statement  to  the 
farmers  of  Ireland,  I  suppose  the  hon. 
Member  will  walk  into  the  Lobby  to  M* 
the  House  to  affirm  that  the  failure  <& 
the  Act  is  due,  not  to  his  advice,  and  the 
reasons  he  gave  to  the  people  of  Inland, 
but  to  the  absurd,  ridiculous  view  which 
he  has  expressed  on  this  Amendment.  I 
am  not  the  only  person  who  has  put  th» 
construction  upon  his  words.  The  boa. 
Member  for  Waterford,  speaking  in 
County  Kildare  on  this  matter,  referred 
to  the  Land  Act  as  a  valuahV 
Bill  for  the  farmers  of  Ireland,  and  hi 
referred  to  the  reasons  why  it  failed 
He  said : — 

"That  Bill,  as  you  will  remember,  1M 
Session  wo*  tint  attacked  and  opposed  by  th 
leading  Members  of  the  Sccsders,  and  H  wi 
only  when  Mr.  ParnaU  went  hate  the  Hoose  I 
Commons,  and  showed  that  that  Bill  would  t 
iflt  to  the  former*  of  Irehw 
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the  people  of  Ireland.  We  rejoiced  that 
they  applied  to  the  constituents  of  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite.  When  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  now  the  Leader  of  the- 
House,  nobly  conceived  and  carried  out 
that  work  of  charity,  not  one  penny  went 
to  the  people  I  now  represent.  The  Bill' 
for  light  railways  and  tramways  did  not 
benefit  our  constituents,  but  those  repre- 
sented by  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite. 
Even  this  Purchase  Act  which  they  are 
now  attacking  we  do  not  think  was 
adapted  to  Ulster,  but  far  more  to  the 
farmers  of  the  West  of  Ireland.  If 
I  had  to  protest  for  a  grievance  it 
would  be  on  behalf  of  the  farmers  of 
Ulster,  that  land  legislation  ought  to 
be  framed  more  to  suit  their  grievances. 
Hon.  Members  laugh.  We  have  our 
grievances  in  Ulster,  but  we  expect  to* 
see  them  remedied  by  this  Parliament, 
and  this  Parliament  alone ;  and  we  are 
grateful  to  the  Government  for  the 
measures  they  have  passed  during  this- 
Parliament  for  relieving  the  distress  of 
their  Catholic  subjects.  We  are  grateful' 
to  them,  above  all,  for  restoring  to- 
Ireland  order  and  settled  government,, 
and  showing  by  the  policy  they  have 
pursued  that  England  is  capable,  and 
has  never  been  incapable,  of,  in  this; 
Parliament,  meeting  the  wants,  redress- 
ing the  grievances,  and  governing  the- 
people  of  Ireland. 

(7.5.)  Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND* 
(Waterford) :  In  congratulating  the- 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  who  has 
just  sat  down  upon  his  speech,  I  may 
say  that  we  heard  with  great  satisfaction 
his  declaration  that  he  had  been  con- 
vinced by  the  speech  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  West  Belfast,  if  not  convinced 
before,  that  the  Land  Purchase  Act  of 
last  Session  is  defective,  and  when  in  the 
course  of  a  few  days  we  endeavour  to 
remedy  those  defects  we  hope  we  shall 
have  the  assistance  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman.  Sir,  the  Amend- 
ment of  the  hon.  Member  for  West 
Belfast  raises  two  distinct  points.  Each 
one  would  have  been  sufficient  to  engage 
the  serious  attention  of  the  House.  So 
far  as  the  smaller  or  more  restricted  of 
the  two  questions  is  concerned — namely, . 
that  dealing  with  the  Land  Purchase 
Act — I  desire  to  say  that  I  heartily  sym- 
pathise with  the  arguments  used  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  West  Belfast,  in  which  he 
pointed  out  the  defects  which  have  led  to 
the  failure  of  the  Act  up  to  the  present. . 


and  though  they  did  not  openly  destroy  it,  they 
•lid  their  beet  to  impair  it." 

I   am    against  the  insurance  fund.     1 
would  like  to  see  this  Bill  even  a  much 
larger  Bill  than  it  is.     But  for  the  first 
time  in  the  history  of  legislation  it  has 
been  said  that  because  an  Act  requires 
amendment — I  think  it  requires  amend- 
ment— not  that  the  amendment  should 
be   effected,  but  that  this  Parliament 
should  be  broken  up.    The  hon.  Member 
for  East  Mayo  answered  the  speech  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  Waterford  by  a 
long  letter  in  the  papers,  but  he  never 
referred  to  the  taunt,  nor  thought  it 
worth  his  while  to  deny  it.     On  the  7th 
February  Mr.  Davitt,  who  was  chosen  as 
the  representative  of  hon.   Gentlemen 
opposite,  said  in  Kildare: — 

"All  I  have  got  to  say  on  this  point  is  this  : 
It  the  tenant  farmers  will  put  this  Act 
h  operation  at  the  present  tune  they  will 
ngret  it." 

Ctn  hon.  Members  wonder  that  the  Act 
has  fallen  dead  ?  It  has  fallen  dead  by 
the  words  of  the  very  men  who  blamed 
the  incompetence  of  this  Parliament 
to  deal  with  Irish  questions.  Before 
fitting  down  I  would  say  one  word 
M  representing  the  tenant  farmers 
fa  Ulster.  We  are  told  that  there 
•re  none  but  Irish  landlords  repre- 
sented by  Irish  Members  on  this  side 
of  the  House.  I  believe  I  have  nearly 
5,000  supporters,  but  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite  did  not  give  me  the  oppor- 
tunity of  testing  how  many.  Among 
these  I  am  not  aware,  I  think,  of  more 
than  five  landlords.  I  do  not  represent 
the  landlords,  I  represent  the  commercial, 
industrial,  and,  especially,  the  agricultural 
fhwoq.  On  their  behalf  I  say  I  object  to 
the  way  in  which  the  hon.  Member  for 
North  Belfast,  following  the  example  of 
the  tight  hon.  Member  for  Derby,  has 
tried  to  raise  the  cry  of  religious  bigotry. 
It  is  from  the  hon.  and  right  hon.  Gentle- 
men, and  not  from  these  Benches,  that 
the  cry    of  bigotry    has    been   raised. 

Mb.  SEXTON :  I  condemned  raising 
the  cry  of  religious  bigotry. 

Mb.  DTJNBAR  BARTON:  It  has 
been  said  that  the  government  of  Ireland 
is  carried  on  for  the  benefit  of  those  we 
represent.  I  would  like  to  test  that 
charge  by  the*  measures  of  the  last  and 
the  preceding  Session.  What  were  these 
measures  ?    They  were  for  the  relief  of 
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It  is  conceded  by  all  who  know  any- 
thing of  the  matter  that  this  Insurance 
Fund — to  which  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  has  declared  his  hostility — 
is  the  main  defect  which  stands  in  the 
way  of  the  tenant  farmers  of  Ireland 
taking  advantage  of  the  Act.  That  In- 
surance Fund  had  not  the  support,  so  far 
as  I  know,  of  any  section  of  Irish 
Nationalists  in  this  House  ;  it  certainly 
was  opposed  by  the  late  Mr.  Parnell  and 
by  those  who  were  honoured  in  fol- 
lowing his  lead  ;  it  certainly  was  opposed 
by  us,  and  it  was  inserted  in  the  Bill 
undoubtedly  to  cater  to  English  public 
opinion  and  to  provide  another  safe- 
guard for  the  money  of  the  British  tax- 
payer. Another  defect  in  the  Bill  which 
the  hon.  Member  for  West  Belfast  most 
rightly  alluded  to  was  the  failure  of 
Clause  13  to  provide  any  assistance  to 
the  evicted  tenants  in  Ireland.  Sir,  I 
listened  to  the  speech  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  West  Belfast  with  attention  and 
interest,  because  a  Bill  has  been  intro- 
duced by  the  hon.  Member  for  Ros- 
common dealing  with  that  defect  in  the 
Bill  of  1891  in  almost  the  very  manner 
recommended  by  the  hon.  Gentleman. 
I  sympathise  with  the  position  taken  up 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  West  Belfast, 
but  I  do  not  go  the  full  length  of  his 
Amendment.  I  do  not  think  he  estab- 
lished his  case  for  saying  that  the  Land 
Purchase  Act  of  1891  was  a  manifest 
failure  to  provide  an  acceptable  basis  for 
the  establishment  of  a  peasant  pro- 
prietary. My  opinion  is  that  it  does 
afford  a  basis,  and  a  valuable  basis, 
There  are  defects  in  the  machinery  which 
prevent  it  from  working,  but  the 
machinery  is  there,  and  the  defects  can 
be  removed,  and  when  that  is  done  an 
enormous  boon  to  the  tenant  farmers  of 
Ireland  will  result.  Therefore,  while 
joining  with  the  hon.  Member  in  calling 
attention  to  these  defects,  and  calling 
for  their  removal,  and  showing  that  these 
defects  were  not  due  to  the  Nationalist 
Party,  but  were  put  in  to  satisfy  Eng- 
lish opinion,  I  am  not  prepared  to  deny, 
as  this  Amendment  denies,  that  the  Act 
forms  a  valuable  basis  for  the  creation  of 
a  peasant  proprietary.  The  other  por- 
tion of  the  Amendment  seems  to  me  to 
raise  questions  of  the  widest  interest  and 
the  greatest  importance.  For  my  part 
I  regret  that  the  hon.  Member  did  not 
see  fit  to  introduce  a  little  more  appear- 
ance of  reality  into  this  portion  of  the 
Mr.  John  Redmond 


Amendment.  I  was  oppressed  all  throng 
with  a  feeling  I  could  not  conquer  tkfc 
there  was  an  utter  absence  of  reality  in  tat 
observations  he  made  on  that  part  of  nil 
case.     Sir,  a  debate  has  been  raised  in 
this  last  Session  of  Parliament  on  tk 
subject  of  Home  Rule  in  a  somewhat 
half-hearted    or    faint-hearted    fashion. 
But  I  believe  that  no  Debate  on  ttii 
question    of    Home    Rule  for    Ireland 
ought  to  be  allowed  to  terminate  with- 
out the  voice  and  opinion  of  all  section! 
of  the  Irish  people,  and  the  requirement! 
of  the  moment  being  clearly  and  m- 
mistakably  heard  in  this  House.    Then 
is  no  use  in  disguising  the  fact  that  at 
this  moment  amongst  large  masses  of 
the  Irish  people  there  exist©  the  very 
gravest  anxiety  on  this  question.    There 
is,  among  large  masses,  a  wide-spread 
desire  for  some  further  information— 
not  for  the  details  of  the  measure  which 
the  Liberal    Party  have    promised  to 
introduce  —  that  is  a  cry  that  we  have 
never  raised ;  that  is  a  foolish  and  im- 
possible demand.    No,  not  for  informa- 
tion as  to  the  details  of  the  Home  Bob 
Bill,  but  for  information  with  reference 
to  certain  of  its  main  features  and  pro- 
posals.     We    know    from    the   speed 
delivered  a  few  days  ago  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  New- 
castle, we    know    for    the    first  time 
officially,  that  it  will  be  proposed  to  keep 
the    Irish    Members    in    the    Imperial 
Parliament,  but  as  to  the  consequences 
likely  to  flow  from  that  change  in  the 
Home  Rule  Bill  of  1886,  and  especially 
how  far  the  Imperial  Parliament  is  to 
retain      the      power      of      interfering 
with     and    controlling    Irish     legisla- 
tion, we  know  absolutely  nothing.    Not 
only     do     we     know      nothing,     but 
we  hear  contradictory  voices.     I  believe 
that  the  Irish  people  have  real  and  sub- 
stantial ground  for  the  anxiety  which 
they  feel.   We  are  told  we  should  simply 
trust  to  the  admitted,  recognised  and 
honoured  earnestness  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Midlothian. 
We  are  told  we  should  trust  implicitly  to 
his  good  intentions  and  the  good  inten- 
tions of  his  Party,  that  we  should  not 
embarrass  our  friends.   Sir,  in  asking  far 
information,  I  deny  that  I  am  taking  a 
course  which  will  embarrass  the  liberal 
Party    in    the     future.      They    have 
succeeded  in  bringing  over  to    Home 
Rule  the  great  majority  of  the  people 
of  England,  who  are  convinced  that  in 
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)rder  to  carry  out  the  pacification    of 
Ireland  it  will  be  necessary  to  grant 
Home  Rule  with  a  large  and  a  generous 
hand.     That  being  so,  how  can  it  be  an 
embarrassment    to    the  Liberal  leaders 
and  their  party  to  declare  the    main 
features    upon    which    they  intend  to 
shape  their  Home  Rule  policy.     Sooner 
or  later  these  main  features  will  have  to 
be  discussed   in  the  constituencies,  and 
if  these    main    features    were     voted 
upon  by  the  constituents  the  House  of 
Lords  would  not  dare  for  one  instant  to 
stand  between  Ireland  and  that  Home 
Role  which  the  English  electors  want. 
In  asking  for  information  I  am  taking 
the  meet  direct  course  to  hasten  the  pro- 
gress of  Home  Rule.  Much  has  happened 
within  the  last  year  in  Irish  politics.     I 
do  not  care  to  refer  to  all    the    cir- 
cumstances   which     have    undoubtedly 
shaken    the  faith    and  confidence  of  a 
certain  section   of  the   Irish  people  in 
this  matter.     The  policy  of    patience, 
silence  and  confidence,  which  might  have 
been  safe  when  Ireland  had  a  united 
Nationalist  representation  and  a   wise 
•and  powerful  leader,  is,  as  many  of  us 
know,  both   unsafe  and  unwise  in  the 
present  circumstances  of   political  life. 
Bvery  event  of   the  past  year  in  our 
opinion  has  only  tended  to  increase  the 
anxiety  of  those  who  are  doubtful  in 
Ireland  on  this  question.    In  December, 
1890,  a  demand  for  further  information 
was  made  upon  the  Liberal  leaders,  not 
by  a  section  of   the  Irish  Nationalists, 
bat  by  the  united  Irish  representation. 
In  view  of  the  differences  of  opinion 
arising  between  Mr.  Gladstone  and  Mr. 
buneu  on  the  accuracy  of  Mr.  PamelTs 
recollection,  the  Whips  were  instructed 
to   obtain    from    Mr.    Gladstone,   Mr. 
Morley,    and     Sir    William    Harcourt, 
before  further  consideration  of  the  ques 
tkm,  what  their  views  were  with  respect 
to  these  two  vital  points — the  control  of 
the  police  and  the  land  question.    Two 
days  later  another  Resolution  was  passed 
in  these  terms : — 

u  That  the  following  members  of  the  Party, 
naiaaflj.  Mr.  Leamy,  Mr.  John  Redmond,  Mr. 
aad  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy,  are  hereby 
to  request  a  conference  with  Mr. 
for  the  purpose  of  representing  the 
views  of  tins  Party,  and  requesting  an  intima- 
tion of  the  intention  of  himself  and  his  col- 
leagues with  respect  to  certain  details  con- 
nected with  the  following  subjects : — 

L  The  settlement  of  the  Irish  Land 


2.  The  control  of  the  Irish  Constabulary 
in  the  event  of  the  establishment  of  an 
Irish  Legislature." 

Therefore,  Sir,  so  far  back  as  December, 
1890,  the  necessity  for  obtaining  further 
information  was  admitted  by  the  Irish 
Nationalist  Party.  We  used  all  the 
arts  of  persuasion,  and  I  may  add  en- 
treaty, to  carry  out  the  object  with 
which  we  went  to  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  Midlothian,  but 
we  made  our  appeal  in  vain.  What 
the  Irish  people  have  been  asking  ever 
since  is,  Why  the  information  was 
refused.  There  was  a  terrible  and  cruel 
situation  for  Ireland  at  that  moment, 
which  threatened  us  with  months,  and 
perhaps  years,  of  internal  discord,  and 
we  were  all  of  opinion  that,  if  the 
desired  information  were  given,  that 
situation  could  be  ended  and  that  discord 
stopped.  Though  that  was  our  opinion 
the  information  was  denied.  After  an 
interval  of  some  weeks  the  United 
Nationalist  Party  again  endeavoured  to 
obtain  the  information  which  was 
desired  from  the  Liberal  leaders.  The 
same  considerations  were  pressed — 
the  necessities  of  the  general  situation, 
and  the  necessities  of  the  particular 
situation  that  existed  at  that  moment — 
and  again  that  information  was  refused. 
It  was  suggested  that  the  information 
might  be  given  secretly,  so  that  no 
embarrassment  might  be  felt  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman.  But  secret  as  well 
as  public  information  was  refused.  These 
two  refusals  under  these  extreme  circum- 
stances of  pressure,  naturally  as  I  think, 
had  the  effect  of  arousing  anxiety,  doubt, 
and  misgiving  in  the  hearts  and  minds 
of  Irishmen.  But  I  come  to  the  gravest 
case  of  anxiety  of  all.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Derby  began 
to  make  speeches  in  England.  Almost  the 
very  first  of  his  utterances  on  the  Irish 
situation  was  an  utterance  in  which  he 
stated  that,  while  the  English  people 
were  still  firm  in  their  allegiance  to 
Home  Rule,  and  the  Liberal  Party  still 
prepared  to  grant  it,  neither  he  nor  his 
colleagues  nor  the  Liberal  Party  nor  the 
English  people  were  in  favour  of  what  is 
called  Mr.  ParneU's  Fenian  Home  Rule. 
Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  what  did  he  refer 
to?  What  was  Mr.  Pamell's  Fenian 
Home  Rule  ?  Was  it  not  then  what  it 
had  always  been — not  the  demand  of  Mr. 
Parnell,  but  of  the  entire  Irish  people ; 
and,  finally,  I  will  ask,  Was  it  Fenian 
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Home  Rule  ?  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  West  Birmingham 
made  a  speech  the  other  night  in  which 
he  displayed  his  usual  hostility  and 
malignity  to  Ireland.  He  made  a  speech, 
not  for  the  purpose  of  doing  anything 
great  or  noble,  but  with  the  view  of 
making  a  little  mischief,  and,  in  further- 
ance of  his  policy,  he  had  the  hardihood 
to  misquote  the  words  of  the  late  Mr.  Par- 
nell.  He  professed  to  quote  Mr.  Parneirs 
definition  of  Home  Rule.  I  will  read 
the  whole  passage,  and  I  think  I  have 
reason  to  complain  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  did  not  read  one  sentence 
more,  because  that  sentence  more  might 
tell  against  his  argument.  Here  is 
the  whole  passage.  It  was  made  in  a 
speech  on  25th  January,  1891 : — 

"The  Liberal  Party  and  Mr.  Gladstone 
know  what  Ireland  wants.  There  can  be  no 
mistake  about  it  We  want  a  Parliament  with 
full  powers  to  manage  the  affairs  of  Ireland 

— this  is  the  part  that  the  right    hon. 

Member  for  West  Birmingham  carefully 

omitted,  and  across  which  he  drew  his 

pen: — 

"without  trenching  on  any  Imperial  prero- 
gative or  injuring  any  Imperial  or  English 
interest:  but  a  Parliament  we  must  nave 
that  will  be  supreme  in  regard  to  Irish 
questions." 

It  may  be  said  that  that  was  an  uncor- 
rected speech,  but  I  have  a  report  of  a 
Convention  held  in  July  last,  over  which 
Mr.  Paniell  presided,  and  which  denned 
the  Nationalist  programme  to  be  the 
restitution  to  the  Irish  people  of  the 
right  to  manage  their  own  affairs  in  a 
Parliament  elected  by  the  people  of  Ire- 
land. Is  that  what  the  right  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Derby  is  speaking  of  when  he  talks 
of  Mr.  Parnell's  Home  Ride  ?  It  is  the 
Home  Rule  supported  by  every  man  who 
sits  on  this  side  of  the  House.  There  is 
not  an  Irish  politician  who  will  take  that 
programme  in  his  hand  and  say  he  will 
accept  one  whit  less  as  a  satisfactory 
solution.  If  that  is  what  he  refers  to, 
he  is  wrong  in  calling  it  Pamell's  Home 
Ride  Bill.  It  is  the  Home  Rule  of 
O'Brien  and  Dillon  and  McCarthy,  and 
I  say  it  is  monstrous  on  the  part 
of  the  right  hon.  Meml>er  for  Derby  to 
pretend  that  it  is  a  Fenian  Home  Rule 
scheme.  I  also  deny  that  the  scheme 
has  any  connection  with  Separation.  We 
are  a  Constitutional  Party  seeking,  with- 
in the  Constitution,  to  obtain  the  restitu- 
tion of  the  Irish  Parliament.  We  are 
not  Separatists,  and  those  whom  I  repre- 
Mr.  John  Redmond 


sent  are  willing   to  accept  the  scheme 
which  I  have  read  as  final  and  conclusive. 
A  great  deal  of  nonsense,  it  seems  to  me. 
has  been  spoken  on  both  sides  of  this 
question  about  the  words  "  supremacy  of 
Parliament,"  "a  subordinate  Parliament/' 
"  aco-ordinate Parliament."  I  will  explain 
what  I  understand  by  these  phrases.  That 
Imperial  Parliament  is  supreme.     None 
of  us  desires  to  touch  its  supremacy,  and 
it  must  remain  to  the  end  of  all  things 
the  supreme    Imperial    Parliament.    I 
would  be  inclined  to  repeat  the  argu- 
ment which,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  was  used 
without  effect  in  the  pre-Union  Debates 
in  Ireland,  when  it  was  urged    by  the 
great    constitutional   lawyers    that  the- 
Irish    Parliament    had    no     power   to 
abdicate  its  own  functions ;  so  I  would* 
say    you    have    no    power    to    destroy 
the  supremacy  of  your  Imperial  Parlia- 
ment ;  at  any  rate,  we  have  no  desire  to 
interfere   with  it.     We  belong  to  this 
Empire,  and  the  symbol  of  our  right  to 
take  part  in  the  Government  of  that 
Empire  will  be  found  in  the  continued 
presence  of  the   Irish   Members  here. 
We  are  willing  to  come  here  to  take 
part  in  the  government  of  that  Empire,, 
which  owes  its  existence  quite  as  much 
to  the  intellect  and  energy  of  IrishmeB 
as  to  the  intellect  and  energy  of  Scotch- 
men   and     Englishmen.     Under   then 
circumstances,    it    is    an    absurdity  to 
suggest  that  we  desire  to  interfere,  in 
the  remotest  degree,  with  the  supremacy 
of  the  Imperial  Parliament.     While  w» 
object  to  the  words  "  subordinate  Parti* 
ment,"  we  do  not  object  to  such  a  phrase 
as  a  "minor  Parliament,"  because  a  Parlia- 
ment created  under  this,  for  Ireland,  mast 
always  be  a  minor  Parliament.     But  I 
and  others  gather,  from  the  constant 
repetition  of  the  phrase,  that  what  is 
desired  and  intended  by  some  people  is, 
that  after  you  have  given  us  the  right 
in  an  Irish  Legislature,  to  deal  with  Irish 
affairs,  then  you  are  to  have  the  right  of 
constituting  yourselves  a  Court  of  Appealr 
wherein  every  Act  passed  by  the  Irish 
Parliament  would  be  brought    up  and 
re-considered,  and  interfered  with,  and 
destroyed.     That  is  a  danger  we  foresee. 
It  may  be  said  that  there  exists  a  veto 
with  reference  to  Colonial  Legislatures,. 
and  undoubtedly  in  theory  that  is  the 
case;    but  everybody  knows  that    the 
exercise  of  that  power  is  a  dead  letter* 
The  colonies  are  not  represented  here. 
They  areat  the  other  side  of  the  world,  and 
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it  would  be  proposteroun  and  ridiculous 
for  thus  Parliament  to  endeavour  to  revise 
and  control  Acts  passed  by  them.  You  are 
going  to  keep  the  Irish  Members  here — 
I  do  not  know  in  what  numbers— but  in 
that  case  you  will  have  here  representa- 
tives of  the  small  body  which  is  working 
igainst  Home  Rule,  and  would  have  them 
trying  to  wreck  Home  Rule  by  raining 
Debates,  and  the  result  would  be  that 
Jae  Irish  Parliament  would  have  every 
let  and  word  criticised  and  interfered 
with  in  thin  Parliament.  I  have  no 
testation  in  saying  that  no  Legislature 
■hat  the  wit  of  man  could  devise  could 
xwsibly  exist  if  all  its  transactions 
*ere  to  be  made  the  subject  of  discussion 
ind  amendment  and  control  by  a  Court 
>f  Appeal  in  the  shape  of  Imperial  Pai 
iament.  While,  therefore,  we  admit 
Jut  this  Parliament  must  remain 
lupreme  in  Imperial  matters,  we 
iemand  that  in  those  Irish  matters  which 
ire  to  be  committed  to  the  Government 
H  the  Irish  Parliament,  that  Irish  Parlia- 
ment shall  be  supreme.  I  do  not  know 
what  the  views  of  the  right  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Derby  are  in  this  matter,  and  the 
Irish  people  are  in  doubt  and  mystery  on 
tee  subject.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
says  that  the  Liberal  Party  and  the 
~    ""     BOple  will  not  have  Mr.  Parnell' 


English  poop] 
Italian  Horn* 


in  the  City  of  Glasgow  which  created 
considerable  uneasiness  in  Ireland ;  and 
just  as  it  was  beginning  to  disappear, 
that  bad  impression  was  revived  in  a 
startling  manner  by  a  speech  made  by 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  who  has  taken 
part  in  this  Debate  to-night.  Lord 
Salisbury  had  stated  that  the  House  of 
Lords  had  the  power  and  was  prepared 
to  exercise  it — and  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  confirmed  the  statement — 
ofperemptorilythrowingouta  HomeRule 
Bill,  if  its  main  provisions  had  not  been 
voted  upon  at  the  General  Election. 
On  the  8th  October  in  Glasgow  the 
right  hon.  Member  for  Derby  said, 
speaking  of  the  House  of  Lords — 

"  They  hope  to  wear  ui  out  by  dissolution 
forced  on  us  by  the  House  of  Lords.  Well,  I 
fancy  they  will  find  themselves  mistaken.  In 
my  opinion,  if  they  are  going  to  play  that  game 
they  should  have  rope  enough ;  they  should 
be  allowed  to  do  their  worst  on  the  whole 
■cope  and  tenour  of  Liberal  reforms ;  to  make 
clear  to  the  nation  their  attitude  towards  the 
popular  will  on  all  the  heads  of  popular  reform 
and  upon  all  its  in 


We  read  that  in  Ireland  as  meaning  that 
if  the  Home  Rule  passed  by  the  House 
of  Commons  were  rejected  by  the  House  of 
Lords,  it  would  be  hung  up  while  the 
House  of  Commons  proceeded  to  discuss 
the  items  of  the  Newcastle  programme. 
The  Liberal  Party  would  pursue  the  even 
tenour  of  its;  way,  and  Ireland  be  left  out 
the  cold,  and  the  chances  of  Home 
Rule  for  this  generation  would  be  fading 
into  the  far  distance.  But  what  did  the 
light  hon.  Gentleman  who  spoke  to-night 
,  the  22nd  January  last  at  Rothbury  ? 
quoting  from  the  limes    of  23rd 


Fenian  Home  Rule.  We  know  that  Mr. 
Psroell's  Home  Rule  is  the  demand  of 
the  whole  Irish  people,  and  they  want  to 
know  whether  the  Member  for  Derby 
means — I  do  not  believe  that  he  does— 
that  the  Liberal  Party  will  not  accept 
nob  a  scheme  of  Home  Rule  as  Mr. 
Bunell   propounded.      The   right  hon. 

'Gentleman  makes  us  fear  that  the  Liberal    T  "     m<iv>      u        -i 

fcrty  may  be  tempted  to  destroy  the  Jl™7.  1892-  He  ^ 
fiance  of  Home  Rule  by  some  attempt 
to  disregard  Irish  opinion,  and  therefore 
it  is  that  we  ask  for  some  general 
declaration  of  policy.  I  do  not  believe 
in  the  wisdom  of  the  Irish  people  or  the 
liberal  Party  living  in  a  fool's 
paradise.  We  ought  to  know  what 
b  in  one  another's  minds.  I  am  not 
done  in  m»H"g  this  demand.  There  are 
Members  of  the  Liberal  Party  who  have 
made  it  The  hon.  and  learned  Member 
for  Fib  ass  mode  exactly  the  same 
Iemand,  sad  for  the  same  reasons  which 
!  have  given.  There  is  another,  and 
nasi  My  a  mors  powerful  ground  on 
mich  I  base  this  demand  for  informa- 
wn.  TW  right  hon.  Member  for  Derby 
lane  little  time  ag  delivered  a  speech 
VOL.  I.  [i        SERIES.] 


Question!  such  as  the  Disestablishment  of 
the  welsh  Church,  the  registration  of  voters, 
local  control  of  the  liquor  traffic,  one  man  one 
rote,  District  Councils  and  Parish  Councils, 
were  ready  for  settlement,  and  would 
be  dealt  with  by  the  Liberal  Ministry 
immediately  it  came  into  power.  It  had  been 
■tated  that  the  House  of  Lords  would  throw 
Ihese  Bills  out.  All  he  had  to  say  was,  let  them 
try." 

Now  what  is  the  meaning  of  that! 
How  are  the  House  of  Lords  to  try  the 
policy  of  throwing  out  these  Bills  if  they 
..re  not  sent  up  from  the  House  of 
Commons  first  ?  I  want  to  know  whether 
these  seven  or  eight  measures  of  Liberal 
leform  are  to  be  passed  simultaneously, 
in  the  same  Session,  with  the  Home  Rule 
Bill? 
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Sir  G.  TREVELYAN  :  I  beg  pardon. 
I  think  that  report  in  the  Times  of  my 
speech  at  Rothbury,  a  very  remote  village 
in  the  centre  of  Northumberland,  is 
about  twelve  or  fourteen  lines  long. 
I  will  send  the  hon.  Member  the  report 
of  my  speech  published  by  the  Liberal 
Association  there,  as  corrected  by  myself. 
If  he  will  read  that  he  will  see  what  I 
really  said. 

Mr.  REDMOND:  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  will  make  allowance  for  me 
when  he  remembers  that  I  am  not  a  sub- 
scriber to  the  Liberal  Association  of 
Rothbury.  The  report  in  the  Times 
was  read,  of  course,  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  but  it  was  never  corrected 
by  him,  and  it  is  quite  enough  for  my 
present  purpose.  Jf  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would  take  advice  from  me 
he  would,  instead  of  referring  me  to  the 
Liberal  Association  of  Rothbury,  stand 
up  and,  in  one  sentence,  say  that  he  is 
entirelyTagainst  any  such  policy  as  the 
Times  has  attributed  to  him. 

Sir  G.  TREVELYAN  :  I  am  entirely 
in  favour  of  the  policy  of  bringing  for- 
ward, one  after  another,  those  Liberal 
measures,  and  daring  the  House  of 
Lords  to  throw  them  out.  But  that  has 
absolutely  nothing  to  do  with  this  ques- 
tion of  Irish  Home  Rule.  I  never  said 
it  was  to  be  done  in  the  same  Parliament, 
or  anything  of  the  sort.  If  the  House 
of  Lords  does  venture  to  throw  out 
either  the  Home  Rule  Bill  or  any  of 
those  Liberal  measures,  we  shall  see 
how  the  House  of  Commons  will  act. 

Mr.  REDMOND  :  I  feel  myself  in  a 
worse  position  than  before,  because  it 
now  seems  to  be  uncertain  whether  the 
Home  Rule  Bill  is  to  be  the  first  Bill, 
after  all,  to  be  submitted  to  the  House  of 
Commons  and  the  House  of  Lords. 
However,  I  pass  over  that ;  and  I  hope 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  take  some 
early  opportunity  of  letting  the  Irish 
people  know  definitely,  first,  why  he  was 
unwilling  to  give  us  the  information  we 
asked  for ;  and,  secondly,  whether  he'will 
protest  against  any  delay  with,  or  hang- 
ing up  of,  a  Home  Rule  Bill  beyond  the 
Session  in  which  it  is  passed  by  the 
House  of  Commons  ?  In  giving  such  in- 
formation as  we  ask  for,  the  Liberal 
Party  would  be  acting  wisely  from  their 
own  point  of  new  and  that  of  the 
masses  to  whom  they  will  have  to  submit 
their  policy  when  the  General  Election 
comes.     All  I  have  to  say,  in  conclusion, 


is  this :  Let  England  and   the  English 
people  and  English  Political  Parties  be 
under  no  misapprehension  whatever  as 
to  this  Irish  question.     Grant  to  Ireland 
a  partial  and  halting  measure  of  Home 
Rule,  leaving  power  to  the  English  Par- 
liament to  discuss  and  revise— thwart 
and  destroy — Irish  legislation,  bring  Irish 
Members  to  this  House,  and  constitute  it 
a  sort  of  Court  of  Appeal  to  which  the 
grievances  of  every  section  of  the  Irish 
people  could  be  brought,  and  I  say  your 
last  state  will  be  worse  than  your  first 
Act  in  a  spirit  of  distrust  to  the  Irfch 
people,  and  they  will  continue  to  act  in  a 
spirit  of  distrust  to  you.     But,  on  the 
other  hand,  if  you  deal  out  justice  to  the 
Irish  people  with  a  free  and  generous 
hand  ;  if,   having  made  up   your  mind 
that  Home  Rule  is  necessary,  you  do  not 
halt  and  "  let  I  dare  not  wait  upon  I 
would  "  in  your  policy ;  if,  having  made 
up  your  mind  that  an  autonomy  ought 
to  be  given  to  Ireland,  you  go  to  the  foil 
logical    length    of  that    conviction  and 
give  to  Ireland,  in  certain  purely  Irish 
affairs,  supreme  control  of  her  own  bus* 
ness,  then  I  believe  England  will  be  re- 
paid in  the  near  future  by  having  an  end 
put    to  this  Irish    question  which  has 
been  for  generations  the  plague  and  the 
torture  of  this  House  and  the  disgrace  of 
this  English  Empire,  and  Ireland  will 
be  repaid  after  her  long  and  troubled 
and  fevered  history  by  being  enabled  at 
last  to  enter  upon  a  new  era  of  liberty, 
prosperity,  and  peace. 

*(7,50.)  Me.  W.  JOHNSTON  (Sooth 
Belfast) :  I  have  been  greatly  interested 
and  somewhat  amused  by  the  turn  which 
the  Debate  has  taken ;  and  I  have  been 
impressed  by  the  feeling  that  if  Ireland 
is  to  have  a  Legislative  Assembly  granted 
to  her,  it  would  be  desirable  that  those 
of  her  Representatives  in  this  House  who 
claim  that  position  for  her  should  &** 
settle  amongst  themselves  their  own  dis- 
putes.   The  Amendment  which  has  been 
submitted  by  the  hon.  Member  for  West 
Belfast  has  been    objected    to  in  part 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  Waterford,  and 
I  must  leave   these  two  gentlemen  to 
settle  between  themselves  the  policy  tbey 
will  propound  to  this  House  as  the  policy 
of  the  Irish  people.  I  am  sure  the  Houae 
must  have  listened  with  great  gratifica- 
tion to  the  "  maiden  "  speech  of  the  hon* 
Member  for  Mid  Armagh,  who  has  come 
to  this  House  to  give  assistance  to  the 
loyal  minority  of  Ulster,  and  whose  voice 
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will  not  be  raised  to  break  up  the  legisla- 
tive union.  We  have  been  accused  in 
Ulster  sometimes  of  uttering  bitter 
words  concerning  other  sections  of  the 
Irish  people,  but  in  no  part  of  Her 
Majesty's  Dominions  more  than  in  my 
constituency  is  there  a  strong  desire  to 
see  an  advance  made  in  the  material 
and  moral  prosperity  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  subjects  of  the  Queen  in 
Ireland.  We  have  to  thank  Her 
Majesty's  Government  for  having  on 
various  occasions  brought  in  measures 
for  the  promotion  of  the  prosperity  of 
Ireland,  and  we  have  regretted  that  by 
some  sections  of  the  Irish  Party  those 
measures  have  been  bitterly  opposed. 
The  complaint  now  comes  from  them 
with  a  bad  grace,  that  all  they  have 
desired  has  not  been  done  for  Ireland.  I 
wish  to  give  my  strongest  opposition  to 
the  Amendment  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
West  Belfast,  who,  as  I  know,  does  not 
represent  the  majority  of  that  constitu- 
ency. He  may  sit  for  that  constituency 
at  present,  but  another  story  will  be  told 
after  the  General  Election,  when  the 
majority  will'send  to  this  House  a  Repre- 
sentative who  will  give  expression  to  their 
sentiments.  We  have  been  told  that 
Ulster  returns  a  majority  of  Nationalists 
to  Parliament.  It  is  so  by  a  majority  of 
one,  but  the  votes  that  have  been  recorded 
for  them  are  so  small  that  we  are  certain 
to  reverse  that  position  at  the  General 
Election.  We,  at  least,  who  represent 
the  loyal  minority  in  Ireland  are  not 
afraid  of  an  election,  because  we  know 
that  the  policy  we  advocate  in  this  House 
is  the  policy  of  the  loyalists  of  Ireland, 
and  that  they  desire  the  maintenance  of 
the  Union  as  the  best  guarantee  of  the 
prosperity  of  their  native  land. 

(8.35.)  Mr.  DOUGLAS  H.  COG- 
HILL  (Newcastle-under-Lyme) :  The 
hon.  Member  for  West  Belfast  alleges 
by  his  Amendment  that  this  Parliament 
is  unable  to  remedy  Irish  grievances, 
and  the  same  remarks  were  made  in  the 
course  of  the  Debate  by  Scotch  and 
Welsh  Members  in  regard  to  their  own 
country.  Now,  at  the  General  Election 
in  the  year  1886,  the  Unionist  Party 
said,  in  reply  to  this  demand,  that  if  the 
question  of  Home  Rule  for  Ireland  were 
once  entertained  it  would  not  be  long 
before  the  same  demand  was  put  forward 
by  Scotland  and  Wales.  Of  course,  we 
were  told  that  we  were  foolish  to  indulge 
rot  such  predictions,  but  we  had  not  long  to 


wait.  Demands  have  been  made  for  sepa- 
rate Parliaments  for  Scotland  and  for 
Wales,  and  I  should  like  to  ask  where 
this  multiplication  of  Parliaments  is 
going  to  stop.  We  have  been  re- 
minded by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Bridgeton  of  what  has  taken 
place  in  Ireland  at  bye-elections;  we 
have  heard  of  clerical  interference  in 
Irish  elections ;  we  have  been  told  that 
it  is  wrong  to  complain  of  clerical  in- 
fluence, and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Derby  was  very  angry 
last  week  because  Lord  Salisbury  had 
gone  so  far  as  to  mention  one  of  the 
Catholic  Archbishops  by  name.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  was  most  in- 
dignant at  it,  but  I  would  ask  why 
should  not  a  Catholic  Archbishop,  if  he 
separate  himself  from  his  sacred  office,, 
and  take  to  electioneering,  be  mentioned 
apart  from  that  sacred  office  which  he 
has  abandoned,  and  in  connection  with 
the  work  he  has  substituted  for  it  ?  As  long 
as  a  priest  confines  himself  to  his  functions, 
so  long  may  his  office  be  respected.  I 
should  like  to  remind  the  House  of  what 
has  taken  place  in  Ireland,  and  I  should 
like  to  quote  to  the  House  two  short 
extracts — I  am  not  going  to  quote  from 
a  Unionist  paper,  I  am  going  to  quote 
from  what  may  be  regarded  as  the 
official  Gladstonian  organ,  the  Star, 
referring  to  the  Kilkenny  election  in 
December,  1890.  This  was  said  upon 
the  22nd  December  by  that  paper  : — 

u  But  of  all  the  work  that  has  been  done, 
the  most  important  was  accomplished  this 
Sabbath  morning,  when,  throughout  the  con- 
stituency, the  blessing  of  Holy  Church  was 
practically  pronounced  upon  Sir  John  Pop  e 
Hennessy's  candidature.  It  amounts  to  this, 
that  in  almost  every  parish  in  the  constitu- 
ency the  Holy  Sacrament  of  Mass  was  adapted 
to  purposes  of  political  organization.  Hennessy 
was  not  exactly  blessed,  nor  Mr.  Parnell 
denounced,  from  the  steps  of  the  altar,  but  it 
was  very  like  it  at  36  parish  chapels  in  the 
constituency." 

The    same     correspondent      upon     the 
next  day  says: — 

"  At  Ballyragget,  voters,  as  they  came  up 
to  the  station,  were  taken  into  the  priest's 
house  for  the  last  word  of  good  counsel ;  at 
Johnstown,  the  priest  was  in  the  booth.  All 
over  the  division  priests  acted  as  personation 
agents.  At  Gowran,  each  of  three  personation, 
agents  was  in  a  black  frock.  In  the  electoral 
history  of  the  world  there  is  registered  no 
device  to  compare  with  this.  Voters  found 
the  priest  so  all-prevailing  that  some  of  them 
must  have  believed  a  ballot-box  itself  to  be  an 
ecclesiastical  appurtenance  with  a  priest 
inside  it." 
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These  statements,  I  think,  justify  the 
Unionist  Party  in  their  contention  that 
when  a  Home  Rule  Parliament  is 
established  in  Dublin  the  most  improper 
influences  would  be  brought  to  bear  upon 
the  electors.  We  have  been  asking  for 
longtime  what  the  Home  Rule  policy  of  th 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  fo. 
Midlothian  really  is.  The  right  hon 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Derby  ha* 
made  a  statement  with  regard  to  that 
policy.  He  said,  first  of  all,  that  Horn* 
Rule  is  not  local  government.  But  it 
has  been  dinned  into  our  ears,  and  1 
have  heard  it  stated  over  and  over  again 
at  bye-elections,  that  the  only  thing 
meant  by  Home  Rule  is  local  govern- 
ment for  Ireland — that  local  govern- 
ment was  understood  to  mean  that  the 
Irish  people  were  to  have  the  power  to 
deal  with  the  supply  of  gas,  water 
electricity,  and  other  mattere  of  that 
kind;  but  now  we  have  a  statement 
from  the  right  hon.  Member  for  Derby 
that  Home  Rule  means  none  of  those 
things ;  we  have  it  upon  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  authority  that  Home  Rule 
is  to  be  something  very  different.  Then^ 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  referred  to 
Canada :  he  asked  us  to  look  at  the  self- 
governing  powers  possessed  by  Canada ; 
but  are  you  prepared  to  give  the  same 
powers  to  Ireland  as  to  Canada  ?  Canada 
might,  and  could,  raise  an  army  or  a 
navy;  Canada  could  send  Ambassadors  to 
foreign  Courts ;  it  could  impose  protective 
duties,  and  yet,  when  Unionists  said  it 
was  possible  that  Ireland  might  demand 
any  one,  or  all  of  those,  we  are  told 
that  it  is  only  a  Unionist  bogey. 
Are  you  prepared  to  give  Ireland  the 
same  rights  t  I  would  ask  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Derby,  are 
these  the  powers  that  be  would  give 
Ireland  ?  "  No  such  thing,"  it  is  said  ; 
all  that  is  meant  is  to  give  Ireland  a 
subordinate  Parliament.  Yes ;  but  the 
Irish  Members  say  that  it  is  not 
a  subordinate  Parliament  that  they  are 
aiming  at.  We  have  heard  it  again 
from  the  hon.  Member  for  Waterford. 
The  hon.  Member  for  North-East  Cork 
speaking    in    Ireland,  at   Drogheda,  on 

November  15th  of  last  year,  said : 

"They,  on  their  side,  had  now  an  irUh 
Fartj  united  enough  and  formidable  enough 
lo   stand   no  nonsense  in  reference    to  die 
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Ireland  they  would  succeed  in  gmii 
the  old  country  all  the  blowing*  of 
unit;  and  independence.'' 
In    all    that    there    is    nothim 


to  stand  no  nonsense  in  reference  to  tie 

pledge*  that  the  English  Liberals  had  MtemnW 

given  them,  and  with  the  help  of  the  people  of 

Mr.  Douglas  H.  CogkUl      ^^ 


all    that    there    is    nothing    about 
a   "subordinate  Parliament."     I  think 
every     man    inside    and     outside    this 
House    knows  full    well    the    meaning 
of   these   woids — "National   unity  and 
independence  "—and  thatwhat  is  implied 
is  a  Parliament  that  would  be  supreme. 
That    is    what    is  put  forward    before 
the  Irish  people.     In  England,  no  doubt, 
the     tone     adopted    is    very    different, 
and  very  different,  too,  to  that  adopted 
across  the   Atlantic.       Here    they   say 
they     are    in     favour    of    a    subordi- 
nate    Parliament     to      manage     local 
(flairs,  but  it  is  very  different  upon  the 
other  side.     We  have   asked   over  and 
over  again  what  the  policy  is,  and  we 
have  complained  over  and  over  again  of 
the  old  policy  of  concealment,  obscuriij, 
and    silence.      Are     the     powers  they 
propose    to   give    something    like  th* 
lowers     possessed     by    the     people  of 
Canada!      Now,    we    find    that   vast 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for    Derby     would      give     the    people 
of  Ik  land  is  something  like  what  the 
Canadian  people   have  ;  and  very  likely, 
when    the    right   hon.    Gentleman  th» 
Member  for  Midlothian   comes  back  to 
the    House,    the     first    thing    he   ml 
do  will  be  to  throw  over    that  pobiej. 
We  want  to  know,  before  the  GenenJ 
Election  takes  place,  what  is  the  etttt 
scheme   of    Home    Rule   that   is  to  bt 
the     programme    of    the     right    hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Midlothian. 
It  is  complained   in  this  House  by  tie 
hon.   Member    for    West  Belfast    that 
-officient  attention   is  not  paid  to  tb» 
opinions  set  forth    by  Irish  Memben; 
and  the  Gladstonian  Party  say  that  we 
do  not    represent   the  opinion  of  then 
Members;    but  only    last   year,  on  the 
Second  Reading  of  the  Irish  Land  BilL 
all  the  Irish  Members   went   into  one 
Lobby    and    the    Gladstonian     leaden 
went  into    the  other.     Thus,  the  right 
hon.    Members    for    Derby    and   New- 
castle  deliberately  tried  to  vote  down 
the    legitimate     expression    of    Irish 
opinion.     No  charge  is  made  more  fre- 
quently in    this   House   than  that  we 
disregard    the    opinions    of   the   Irish. 
people ;  but   if  those  charges  are  to  be 
made  they  should  be  made  by  somebody 
other  than  Members  of  the  Gladstoniaa 
Party,  and  especially  by  leaders  of  that 
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Party.     Last  week,  in  the  Division  on 
Friday  on  the  convicted  dynamiters,  I 
observed  with   much    interest  that  the 
hon.  Member  for  Bossendale  considered 
it  his  duty  in  the  first  vote  he  gave  as 
%  Member  of  this  House — and  I  watched 
it  with  great  interest — to  vote  against 
his  own  leaders,  and  we  had  Members 
of  the  Gladstonian  Party  in  one  Lobby 
wid  the  leaders  in  another,  deliberately 
voting    down   the  opinion  of  the  Irish 
Members.    The  hon.  Member  for  Rossen- 
iale — a  new  disciple  so  recently  returned 
— voted  against  his  leaders,  and  became 
%  Dissentient  Liberal.    And,  by  the  way, 
with  reference  to  the  Debate  upon  the 
question  of  the  release  of  these  prisoners, 
I  would  like  to  ask  whether  it  was  one 
of  the  pieces  of  business  to  be  entrusted 
to  an  Irish  Parliament ;   because,  if  not, 
this    Imperial    Parliament    would   still 
have    the  eternal    Irish    question  with 
us,     and     we    should    have    it     with 
us  as  much,  if  not  more,  than  ever.    The 
right  hon.  Gentleman   the  Member  for 
Newcastle  denounced  the  right  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Birmingham  for  sitting  on  these 
Benches.  For  my  part,  I  can  see  nothing 
wrong  in  it.     The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Newcastle  ought  rather 
to  be  proud  of  it,  for  we  all  know  that 
in  the  years  1885-6  the  Tory  Party  were 
carrying  on  a  small  flirtation  with  Home 
Bole,  and  he  ought  to  be  pleased  that 
the  Members  of  the  Tory  Party  have 
toen  won  over  to  the  old  Liberal  creed, 
tod  taken  up  the  attitude  formerly  so 
femly  held   by  the  Liberal   Party,  in- 
cluding the   right  hon.  Gentleman    the 
Member  for  Newcastle,  than  whom,  of 
course,  we  all  know,  no  one  more  ener- 
getically denounced  the  idea  of  giving  to 
Ireland  a  separate  Parliament.     There 
fe  small    temptation,   indeed,    for    the 
Unionists  to  join  the  ranks  of  the  faith- 
hi,  because  we  do  not  know  how  long 
they  will  be  in  favour  of  Home  Rule  as 
the     man      "convinced      against      his 
will  is  of  the  same  opinion  still,"  and 
the  time  might  come  when  we  may  see 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for    Midlothian     travelling    about    the 
country  and  proclaiming  from   railway 
ferriages  that  anyone  who  was  so  foolish 
aid  misguided  as  to  believe   in   Home 
iule    most    be    either    a    lunatic  or 
madman.    The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
be    Member  for  Newcastle    said  that 
be  country  was  against   the   Govern- 
lent,  but  I  do  no  gather  that  from  the 


number  of  English  Members  who  were 
amongst  the  new  Members  who  took 
their  seats  the  other  night.  The  tactics 
pursued  at  election  after  election 
by  the  Gladstonian  Party  showed 
that  Home  Rule  by  itself  was 
not  good  enough  to  win  upon.  In  North- 
East  Manchester,  where  there  is  a 
large  section  of  Irish  people,  it  was  not 
Home  Rule  that  was  put  forward ;  in 
North  Leeds  it  was  thought  better  not 
to  take  it  up,  and  a  flagrant  example  of 
these  methods  was  found  in  the  bye- 
election  that  took  place  at  Wisbech  last 
summer.  The  question  there  was  not 
whether  the  Gladstonian  candidate  was 
a  fit  and  proper  person  to  represent  the 
constituency ;  the  only  question  was  as 
to  the  abilities  of  the  wife  of  the  hon. 
Member  singing  Irish  airs  with  a  touch 
of  the  real  Irish  brogue.  We  wish  to 
know  what  the  Home  Rule  Parliament 
is  to  be  ;  the  Home  Rule  question  ought 
to  be  put  fairly  before  the  people,  and  I 
think  if  the  question  is  put  before  the 
constituents,  and  when  electors  have  an 
opportunity  of  deciding  upon  it,  the 
people  of  this  country  will  endorse  once 
more  the  policy  of  having  one  Parlia- 
ment for  the  whole  of  the  United 
Kingdom. 

(8.55.)  Mr.  WILLIAM  E.  M. 
TOMLINSON  (Preston) :  I  must  say 
that  I  do  not  believe  that  this  question 
of  Home  Rule  is  a  burning  question 
throughout  the  country,  and  I  would 
call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the 
extraordinary  fact  that  for  a  con- 
siderable time  during  a  speech  of 
much  interest  and  importance  the  Front 
Opposition  Benches  were  absolutely 
tenantless,  and  that  not  one  of  the 
Gladstonian  side  of  the  House  rose  to 
continue  the  Debate.  In  fact,  this 
Debate  is  a  mere  sham  and  parade,  and 
I  am  afraid  there  is  some  idea  of  trying 
to  carry  the  Amendment  in  the  absence 
of  a  considerable  portion  of  Members  of 
the  House.  When  hon.  Members  are  so 
convinced  upon  this  Home  Rule  doctrine 
why  do  they  not  rise  to  carry  on  the 
Debate  upon  an  Amendment  raising  very 
important  issues  ?  In  Ireland  we  have 
three  Parties,  one  of  which  is  bitterly  hos- 
tile to  Home  Rule,  and  another  of  which 
is  absolutely  indifferent  upon  thequestion. 
I  am  one  of  those  who  think  that  this 
question  of  Home  Rule  does  not  excite 
any  very  great  interest  in  this  country, 
and  I  think  the  hon.  Member  will  find 
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himself  greatly  mistaken  if  he  really  and 
bond  fide  endeavours  to  carry  the  next 
General  Election  on  the  cry  of  Home 
Rule  without  taking  up  local  questions 
which  are  supposed  to  interest  the  coun- 
try, and  gradually  putting  them  forward 
in  the  manner  described  by  the  hon. 
Member  opposite.  I  naturally  took  con- 
siderable interest  in  the  General  Elec- 
tion of  1885.  I  was  opposed  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  North  Tty1*0116*  ^  *s 
quite  true  that  the  hon.  Member  for 
North  Tyrone  in  many  of  his  speeches 
dealt  largely  with  this  question  of  Home 
Rule.  For  my  own  part  I  always  on 
-that  occasion  declined  to  follow  the  argu- 
ments of  the  hon.  Member,  because  I 
did  not  conceive  it  possible  that  Home 
Rule  could  ever  be  brought  forward  in 
the  House  of  Commons.  I  quite  admit 
that  the  hon.  Member  had  a  better  idea 
of  what  was  coming  than  I  did,  and  I 
quite  admit  that  if  I  had  known  that  we 
were  so  near  raising  a  question  of  this 
kind  I  should  not  have  remained  so 
silent  as  I  did  in  replying  to  his 
speeches.  At  the  same  time,  my  silence 
could  not  be  construed  as  any  attempt 
to  minimise  so  important  a  question,  nor 
could  it  in  any  way  be  described  as 
coquetting  with  Home  Rule.  I  do  not 
wish  to  occupy  the  time  of  the  House 
further.  As  I  have  said  before,  the 
attitude  of  the  House  and  the  manner 
in  which  the  Debate  has  been  carried  on 
appear  to  me  conclusive  of  the  fact  that 
this  was  a  parade  and  a  sham,  a  mere 
form,  and  that  the  question  has  been 
brought  forward  in  a  perfunctory  way 
with  the  view  of  making  a  show.  1 
believe  it  is  unnecessary  to  discuss  this 
question,  and  that  those  who  appear  now 
to  support  Home  Rule  know  that  if  they 
left  other  questions  out  of  sight  at  the 
Election  their  chances  of  return  at  the 
Election  would  be  slight  indeed. 

(9.5.)  Colonel  JOHN  P.  NOLAN 
(Galway,  N.) :  I  myself  do  not  look 
on  the  Amendment  as  a  sham.  I  look 
upon  the  Amendment  as  brought  for- 
ward by  my  hon.  Friend  with  very  con- 
siderable ability  for  a  specific  purpose. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Preston,  of  course, 
was  only  joking  when  he  said  the 
Parnellite  Members  were  not  anxious 
for  Home  Rule.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Waterford  defined  what  he  meant  by 
Home  Rule,  and  it  seems  almost  useless 
for  any  other  Member  of  the  Iiish 
Party  to  do  so  until  the  questions  he  put 
Mr.  William  E.  M.  Tomlinson 


to  the  front  Opposition  bench  have  been 
answered.     They  are  plain   and  simple 
questions,  and  I  think  it  is  absolutely 
necessary    that    they  should   receive  a 
reply.     I  should  say  that  this  Amend- 
ment is  not  a  sham,   but  a  very  real 
Amendment.       This     Amendment     it 
really  a  reversion  to  the  days  of  Mr. 
Butt.     In  the  days  of    Mr.  Butt    we 
Irish   Members  were   in  the   habit   of 
bringing  forward  what  have  been  called 
entative     or    undefined     motions    for 
Home   Rule.     We    used    to    make   an 
almost  annual  motion  in  favour  of  Home 
Rule,  and  we  succeeded  in  getting  from 
about  6  to  20  Members  to  vote  for  us. 
We  used  to  have  a  majority  of  Irish 
Members — very  likely  not  more  than  a 
bare  majority,  but  we  had  a  majority 
always,  and    we    succeeded   in  getting 
from     6     to    20    English    Members  to 
vote     with     us.       In    those    times   I 
think      it      was     very     good     tactics 
to  bring  forward  an  undefined  Motion, 
and  the  usual  form  of  our  Motion  was 
that  this  House  do  resolve  itself  into  a 
Committee   to     consider    the  Relations 
between    England    and    Ireland.     Mr. 
Paraell   quite  abandoned  these  tactics. 
He  would  not  bring  forward  any  Resolu- 
tion in  the  House.     He  thought  it  was 
perfectly  useless  to  ascertain  how  many 
English  Members  would  vote  for  us.    He 
threw  that  plan  to  the  winds,  and  he 
brought  pressure  to  bear  upon  the  great 
English  parties  until   Lord    Carnarvon 
very  nearly  took  up  the  question ;  and, 
finally,  the  right  hon.   Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Midlothian  took  it  up  and 
made  it  a  great  Party  question,     lien  ft 
was  put  to  the  House  and  a  vote  taken 
on  it,  but  at  that  time  it  went  against  us. 
Of  course  the  Liberal  Party  could  not 
stand  against  the  opposition  of  the  Duke 
of   Devonshire,   Mr.   John   Bright,  and 
many  other  very  distinguished  men.  The 
verdi<*t  was  temporarily  given  against  us, 
but  I  believe  that  if  the  Irish  Party  only 
stood  united  in  November  last  year  they 
would    now    be  going  to  the  General 
Election   with  an  absolute  certainty  of 
winning  it.     This  Amendment  is  intro- 
duced as  an  undefined  Amendment,  almost 
an  illusory  Amendment.     It  is  a  declara- 
tion for   Home  Rule,  and  if  any  hon. 
Member  votes  for  it  he  must  vote  for 
something  labelled   Home   Rule.     This 
Amendment  merely  compels  an  hon.Mem- 
ber  to  give  some  sort  of  vote  for  some 
kind  of  Home  Rule.     I  tliink  we  would 
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have  been  better  without  this  Amend- 
ment than  with   it,  but   now    that     it 
has    been    introduced — it    is   my    own 
personal  opinion — I  should  say  we  ought 
to  vote  for  it  just  as  we  ought  to  vote 
for   any   pronouncement  in    favour    of 
Home  Rule.     But  I  do  not  think  it  is  a 
judicious    one.     I    think    it    in    rather 
letting  people  out  of  their   pledges  in 
place  of  binding  them  more  closely  to 
their   pledges.     That    is    the    reason   I 
consider    the    Amendment    to    l>e    an 
injudicious  one  except  so  far  as  it  gave 
an  opportunity  to  my  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Waterford  to  address  those 
very  pointed  interrogatories  to  the  Front 
Opposition  Bench.     At  the  last  General 
Election  and  afterwards  there  was  a  sort 
of  compact  or  treaty  that  we  were  to  get 
^the  old   Home  Rule  Bill  or  something 
better.     That    was  the  position   up  to 
November  last  year.     Then  according  to 
the  proposals  made  to  Mr.  Parnell  it  was 
agreed  that  a  certain  number  of  Irish 
Members  should   stay  in  Parliament — 
34  was  the  number   mentioned.     This 
natter  is  a  matter  for  the  most  urgent 
and   immediate    attention.     The    right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  New- 
castle spoke  about  that  the  other  night. 
He  said  we  must  have  the  Irish  Meml>ers 
remaining    in    the    English    House  of 
Commons.     That  is  the  only  modifica- 
tion of    the    old    Bill    that  has   lieen 
rtated  by  the  Front  Opposition  Bench. 
I  have  not  the  slightest  objection  to  the 
whole  of    the  Irish    Members  staying 
hew  when  we  have  a  Home  Rule  Go- 
vernment.    If  they  stay  here,  they  will 
hop  their  power  here,  and  any  power 
*•  get  in  Ireland  will  be  something  to 
the  good.     But,  on  the  other  hand,  if 
wme  power  is  to  be  taken  away  from 
the  Irish  Parliament  l>ecause  a  certain 
number  of  Irish  Members  stay  here,  it 
becomes    a   matter    of   the  most  vital 
importance,  as  Mr.  Parnell  pointed  out, 
how  many  Irish    Members  stay   here. 
Now,    34    is    about    one-third    of    the 
present    Irish     representation.      It    is 
said  that  because  the   Irish   Members 
would    be    able    to    vote  on    Imperial 
Motions  as  well  as  on  English  and  Scotch 
Motions  in  the  House  of  Commons,  their 
number  should  be  reduced  to  one-third  ; 
but  really  that  is  an  absurdity.     I  do 
not  think  that  34  Irish  Members  now 
yote  upon  every  question  in  the  House 
40&  Commons,  and  that  iuiml>er  would 
not  have  as  much  power  us  three  times 


the  number  now  has  on  strictly  Imperial 
questions;  and,  consequently,  to  reduce 
the  number  of  Irish  Members  is  simply 
to  reduce  the  powers  of  the  Irish  Mem- 
bers. It  would  be  34  Members  instead 
of  103,  and  it  would  be  a  serious  ques- 
tion indeed  if  the  Laws  that  were  made 
in  Dublin  were  all  to  be  revised  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  and  if  only  34  Irish 
Members  were  here,  either  directly  to* 
support  these  propositions  or  indirectly 
to  influence  Ministers  by  voting  for  or 
against  them  on  foreign  questions.  It 
is  quite  a  different  matter  having  no 
Irish  Members  here  at  all.  If  there 
were  no  Irish  Members  here  the  Govern- 
ment would  then  have  to  consider 
Ireland  as  it  now  considers  Canada  or 
Australia.  I  have  some  fault  to  find 
with  the  Amendment  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  West  Belfast  for  its  vagueness,  after 
the  public  declarations  that  the  Irish 
Members  were  to  be  reduced  to  34  made 
by  various  English  speakers.  The  hon. 
Member  for  West  Belfast  said  very  little 
indeed  about  Home  Rule.  The  reason 
was  very  simple.  He  is  not  only  a 
gieat  orator  but  a  great  tactician ;  and 
he  saw  the  embarrassment  it  would  cause 
to  his  friends  on  the  Front  Opposition 
Bench.  The  right  hon.  Gentlemen  on 
the  Front  Opposition  Bench  do  not  de- 
sire to  state  what  sort  of  Home  Rule  they 
are  in  favour  of  now.  They  say  this  is  a 
great  tactical  advantage  to  keep  it  a 
secret,  but  I  fail  to  see  where  is  the  tac- 
tical advantage.  You  want  either  to 
humbug  the  Irish  voters  by  afterwards 
giving  us  less  than  we  expected,  or  to 
humbug  the  English  voters  by  giving  us 
more  than  we  expected.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Waterford  has  pointed  out  to 
the  Front  Opposition  Bench  how  fre- 
quently he  has  tried  to  elicit  the  opinion 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Midlothian  and  others  on  this  sub- 
ject, and  how  the  Irish  Members  of  all  ^ 
Parties  went  last  November  to  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Midlothian,  and  almost  went  on  their 
knees  to  ask  him  to  say  something  on 
the  subject  of  Home  Rule,  and  without 
any  result ;  and  what  can  be  the  tactical 
advantage  of  it  ?  I  do  not  believe  much 
in  tliat  theory  that  Home  Rule  will  be 
discovered  at  the  right  time,  and  I  do 
very  much  fear  tliat  the  Irish  voters  in 
Ireland  may  not  have  the  proper  means 
of  making  up  their  minds  on  this  subject 
at  the  General  Election.  The  Irish  voters 
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were  very  moderate  on   this  question. 
The  Irish   voters   in   England  are  men 
who  have  to  a  great  extent  adopted  a  new 
country  and  formed  new  ties — some  for 
Liberals  and  some  for  Conservatives.    A 
good   many  of  them  have  formed  local 
ties.    If  the  Irish  Members  unanimously 
called   upon  them,  as  they  did  once  or 
.twice,  for  their  support  to  enable  Ireland 
to  get  a  real  measure  of  Home  Rule, 
there  can  be  no  doubt  that  a  very  large 
number  of  these  gentlemen  would  throw 
up  their  local  ties  and  go  for  Home  Rule. 
But  how  can  they  call  upon  them  to  do 
so  when   we   do   not   know  what    the 
Home    Rule     is    to    be  ?     The    right 
hon.  Gentlemen    on   the    Front    Oppo- 
sition    Bench     could     make     it     clear 
in    one    sentence.      They    might    also 
make    it   a   broad  question    and    push 
it     forward    strenuously.       What    the 
Liberal  Party  are  going  to  do  when  they 
get  into  power  is,  I  consider,  almost  of 
as  great  importance  as  the  question  of 
what  Home  Rule   is  to  be.     The  occu- 
pants  of  the   Front   Opposition  Bench 
might  very  well   say,  "If  you  want  a 
very  small  Home  Rule  Bill  we  will  get 
it  thi*ough  Parliament ;  but  if  you  want 
a  very  big  one  we  will  get  it  through  the 
House  of  Commons  all  right,  but  it  will  be 
stopped   in   the    House   of    Lords."     I 
believe  that  is  what  will   happen  next 
Session.     Then  the  Liberal  Party  might 
turn  round  to  the  Irish  Members  and 
and   say:  "We   must   go   on  with  our 
English    Measures     now."       What    we 
want  is  a  large  and  sufficient  Measure 
of    Home  Rule  to  be  pushed  through 
tenaciously  and  sent  up  to  the  House  of 
Lords ;  and  if  they  do  not  assent  to  it, 
then  we  should  either  bring  in  a  Bill  to 
abolish  the  House  of  Lords  or  declare  a 
Dissolution.     That   would  be  the  only 
way  of  taking  the  verdict  of  the  electors 
on  the  particular  Home  Rule  Bill  that 
is  needed.     Lord   Salisbury  has  threat- 
ened  that  he  would   use  his  influence 
with  the  House  of  Lords  to  throw  out 
a  Home  Rule  Bill  out  of  the  Lords  un- 
less the  principles  of  it  were  fii*st  stated. 
Well,  I  think  that  is  a  challenge.     I  do 
not  understand  after  that  the  reticence 
of  the  leaders  of  the  Liberal  Members 
in   not  telling   us  broadly  and   simply 
what  is  meant  by  Home  Rule  for  Ire- 
land.    Curiously  enough,  in  this  Amend- 
ment    a     reference    to     a     particular 
Land     Bill     has     been    mixed    up    in 
a    very     intricate     fashion    with     the 
Colonel  John  P.  Nolan 


general  Home  Rule  Question,,  so  that 
it  is  very  difficult    to  disentangle  it. 
If  I  vote  for  this  Amendment,  which  I 
intend   to  do,  and   I   think    the  Irish 
Members  ought  to  do,  it  must  be  clearly 
understood  that  I  do  not  agree  to  rote 
for  the  last  half  of  it.     It  simply  means 
this :  that  the  hon.  Member  for  Wait 
Belfast  is  so  clever  that  he  is  able  to  tie 
a  knot  up  I  cannot  disentangle.      What 
the  hon.  Member  said  with  reference  to 
the  Land  Purchase  Act  is,  I  think,  incon- 
venient.    What  Mr.   Parnell  said  was 
very  simple.     We  did    think  the  Bill 
of  last  year  was  a  veiy  good  one.     We 
would     have     liked    to    change    many 
points    in     it,     but      what      was   got 
by    that    Bill    would    not    have    beta 
got     but     for    Mr.     Parnell  —  for    I 
daresay  Members  would  have  managed 
to     throw     it     out,     but    we  brought 
them  into  the  Lobby  with   us.     They 
could   not   stand    out,   and  so  we  got 
a  credit  for  £40,000,000  or  ^650,000,000. 
A  large  number  of  Members  objected  to 
this    pledging   of   English   credit;  but 
what  Mr.  Parnell  knew  was  that,  after 
he    got  a    credit    for    £40,000,000  or 
.€50,000,000  opened,  it  would  be  very 
difficult  to  close  it.     But  it  is  very  diffi- 
cult to  get  money  voted.      Here  wai  an 
opportunity,  however,  for  doing  so ;  and,, 
although  the  Radicals  might  give  us  some- 
thing considerable  in  the  way  of  Home 
Rule,  they  would   never  have  given  a 
credit  for  £40,000,000  or  £50,000.000. 
Mr.  Parnell  was  most  anxious  to  get  thi* 
credit  opened ;  not  that  he  approved  of  the 
general  details  of  the  Bill.     I  have  no 
private    information   as  to  his  views- 
only  his  public  utterances ;  but  all  hi* 
speeches  were  directed  to  getting  this- 
credit  opened .     Afterwards  a  now  ParbV 
ment   might  bring  in  any  measures  to 
increase  the  advantages  to  the  tenants.  I 
think  it  is  a  little  premature  to  say  whether 
the  Bill  is  good  or  bad.    I  attach  very  little 
importance     to    any    views    on    that 
subject     at     this    stage     of     the    pro- 
ceedings.     The      hon.     Member      tor 
West   Belfast     has     brought     forward 
an    absolutely    indefinite  Motion  with 
regard      to      Home      Rule.       Anyone 
who  likes  may  say,  after  the  Division,  1 
voted  for  a  Home   Rule  proposal,   but 
if  he  were  asked  "  Which  did  you  vote  lor 
— PamelFs  Bill,  or  what  particular  kind 
of  Home  Rule,  "he  could  say, "Oh!  that  was. 
not  in  the  Amendment."     If  the  desire* 
was  to  get  a  large  vote,  then  this  was  a 
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lever  Amendment,  but  I  do  not  see  any 
bjeot  in  a  large  vote.  I  think  it  a  pity 
>  have  drawn  up  an  Amendment  with 
ach  vagueness.  There  is  still  ample 
ime  for  the  Front  Bench  men  to  set  this 
latter  right.  They  can  make  a  perfectly 
appy  family  by  simply  getting  up  and 
efinlng  Home  Rule,  and  say  that  when 
he  Liberals  take  up  the  measure,  they 
lean  'to  push  it  right  through  without 
iving  way  to  any  other  measure.  The 
fernellite  Party  as  we  are  called — we  do 
ot  repudiate  the  name;  I  would  possibly 
ill  it  the  Parliamentary  or  Nationalist 
ferty— are  not  indifferent  to  Home 
tale.  But  we  want  precision  ;  we  want 
o  know  what  we  are  to  ask  the  Irish 
eopletovotefor.  We  ought  with  polite- 
Less,  but  humility,  to  ask  gentlemen  on 
he  Front  Opposition  Bench  to  throw  a 
ittle  light  upon  this  subject — a  little 
glimmer  as  toltheir  course  of  action  in  the 
leifc  Parliament.  What  are  to  be  the 
principles  we  are  to  vote  for,  and  what 
the  application  of  the  principles?  I 
hope  every  Irish  Member  will  join  in 
that  entreaty. 

*(9.35.)  Mr.  WEBB  (West  Water- 
ford)  :  An  hon.  Member  opposite  said 
there  was  a  great  want  of  reality  in  the 
Debate,  and  it  is  also  said  that  Home 
Bale  is  dead.  I  do  not  agree  with  either 
assertion.  Somehow  Home  Rule  is 
always  coming  up.  We  are  only  at  the 
commencement  of  the  Session,  and  yet 
there  is  not  a  day  the  question  has  not 
been  brought  forward .  An  hon.  Member 
brought  the  charge  that  we  were  inclined 
to  be  disingenuous  regarding  Home  Rule, 
tod  that  while  using  one  language 
Aire  we  used  a  different  lan- 
guage in  Ireland.  It  appears  no  use 
saying  over  and  over  again  what  we  are 
not  afraid  to  say  in  Ireland  as  here,  that 
in  the  matter  of  protective  duties,  or  the 
Army  or  Navy,  or  questions  of  that  kind, 
*e  do  not  desire  to  have  any  power  under 
our  Home  Rule  Bill.  The  hon.  Member 
also  made  a  charge  that  our  Liberal 
friends  did  not  vote  with  us  always 
on  Irish  questions.  That  does  not  show 
ftant  of  sincerity,  and  it  is  quite  a  different 
ihing  from  desiring  to  give  us  liberty  to 
lettte  our  own  affairs.  But  we  cannot 
eave  out  of  notice  the  speech  of  the 
>rime  Minister.  It  has  been  said  the 
andencyof  the  majority  in  Ireland  is 
ackward ;  that  all  that  is  progressive  in 
reland  and  all  that  is  enlightened  is  in 
ie  minority.    The  majority  might  say 


something     very     unpleasant     of    the 
minority,  but  we  do  not  desire  to  make 
disparaging  comparisons.     Our  desire  is 
to  try  and  elevate  every  Party  in  Ireland! 
We  desire,  also,  that  the  minority  should 
be  strong  and  respected.     We  do  not 
want  to  pull  down,  but  to  raise  up.    The 
whole  object  of  this  Parliament  for  ages 
was  to  degrade  and  pull  down  the  majority, 
and  it  is  only  within  recent  years  that 
they  have  emerged  out  of  that  attempted 
state  of  degradation.     That  they  are  not- 
permanently  degraded  is  due  to  their  own 
innate  qualities  and   powers.       To  say 
that  the  majority  are   unprogressive  is- 
contrary  to   the  truth.       Anyone  who 
has  travelled  in  Ireland  must  have  seen 
the  beautiful  churches  and    institutions 
which     these     unprogressive    and    un- 
enlightened people  have  raised.      If  a 
visitor  to  Ireland  asked  me  to  bring  him 
to  any  similar  institutions   founded  by 
the     minority,     I      would     have    diffi- 
culty    in     finding     them     out.     There 
are     other    institutions    in    Dublin    of 
the    same    kind,  such  as  the    Hospital 
for  the  Dying.     In  Cork  you  find  the 
same  thing.     Some  of  the  great   insti- 
tutions there,  such  as  the  Institution  for 
the  Blind  and  the  Institution  of  the  Good 
Shepherd,  are  of  the  same  class.     Surely 
these  are  not  the  institutions  of  a  back- 
ward or  uncivilised  people.   In  England, 
great   country   as   it   is,  are  there  any 
institutions  to  compare  with  the  institu- 
tion    of    the     Christian     Brothers     in 
Ireland  ?     When  education  was  banned 
in  Ireland,  after    the  people  were  only 
beginning  to  rise  by  the  exertions  of  the 
Irish   Parliament   from  the  depths   of 
ignorance  to  which  you  consigned  them,, 
the  institution   of    Christian    Brothers, 
was  founded  and  took  up  the  work,,  and 
made  exertions  when  there  was  no  other 
popular   educational   institution   in  the 
country.  There  are  now  some  700  of  these 
men  who  devote  the  whole  of  their  lives,, 
for  nothing  but  the  poorest  living,  to  the 
toil    of    teaching    the    young,  without 
hope  of  rising  to  higher  positions  such  as* 
is  given  to  most  men  in  other  walks  of. 
life.     I  am  quite  unable  to  understand 
how  any  man   with   any  knowledge  ofi 
Ireland  can  attribute  backwardness  and/ 
ignorance  to  the  majority  of  the  Irish 
people  when  such  qualities  are  found 
among  them.   We  have  a  Corporation  in 
Dublin  elected  by  this  retrogressive  and 
backward  people.  Just  in  proportion  as  the 
backward  majority  obtained  power  in  the? 
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election,  matters  municipal  were  placed 
upon  a  right  footing ;  and  now  Dublin 
possesses  the  best  water  supply  perhaps 
to  be  found  in  any  city  in  the  United 
Kingdom.     That  was  due  entirely  to  the 
•efforts  of   the  majority   as  against  the 
wishes  of  the  minority.   Every  effort  that 
has  been  made  for  good  in  Ireland  in  the 
present  century  has  received  the  support 
of    this    backward    and     unprogressive 
majority,  and  has  been  opposed  by  the 
highly  enlightened  and  civilised  minority. 
When    you    wanted     to     reform      the 
Corporations,   to    put    an    end    to  the 
infamous  system  of  tithes,  and  to  dis- 
establish the  Irish  Church,  it  was  not  to 
the  enlightened  minority  you  appealed, 
but  to  the  unprogressive  and  backward 
majority.     I  know    for  myself,  having 
taken  an  active  part  in  politics  in  Dublin 
for  some  time,  that  the  only  time  I  saw 
a  meeting  broken  up  with  brickbats  and 
stones  was  when  some  Protestants  held  a 
meeting  in  favour  of  Disestablishment, 
and  it  was  broken    up  by   other  Pro- 
testants   opposed     to     Disestablisment. 
I  am  prevented  from  going  as  fully  as  I 
could  wish  into  the  real  character  and 
conduct  which  sometimes  disgraces  the 
minority  in  Ireland ;  but  I  will  not  be 
thought  unfair  or  out  of  order  if,  Mr. 
Speaker,  I    refer  to   the  Belfast  riots. 
There  never  was  such  a  state  of  things 
as  arose  in  these  riots ;  and  that  was  not 
the  work  of  the  unenlightened  majority, 
but  of    the    highly  educated    and  en- 
lightened   minority,    who    arrogate    to 
themselves  all  the  virtues.     If  I  wanted 
to    give    a    test    by   which    to    judge 
the   spirit    of    the   minority    as     com- 
pared    with     that     of    the     majority, 
I  would  refer  hon.  Members  to  the  song 
books  of  each  Party.     Let  any  man  here 
who  wants  to  know  the  real  spirit  of  the 
minority  in  its  purest  form  in  Belfast 
buy  a  minority  song  book,  and  they  will 
there  see   the  sentiments  of  this    en- 
lightened minority,  and  let  him  buy  a 
song  book  of  the  unenlightened  majority, 
and  contrast  the  spirit  of  the  two.     He 
will  find   in  one  a  feeling  of  hatred  and 
bitterness,  and  in  the  other  nothing  but 
■a  desire  for  union  and   kindly  feeling. 
It  is  true  that  the  majority   did  not 
always     entertain     this    feeling.      We 
would  be  more  than  human  if  we  had 
not  felt  bitterly  at  one  time  towards  this 
country  who  so  cruelly    oppressed   us. 
But  my  own  belief  is,  from  what  I  know 
of  the  Irish  people,  that  they  have  quite 
Mr.  Webb 


as 


much    of     the     civic     virtues    in 
their    hearts  —  the    very     poorest    of 
them — as  the    rich  and   wealthy  have. 
I  find,  in  moving  among  all  classes  of 
them — that  there  is  a  much  more  Chris- 
tian spirit  among  the  poor  than  among 
the   rich — among    that    poor    who   an 
so  much  sought  to  be  despised.     It  a 
quite    possible    that,    as     between    the 
minority    and    majority,  the    paths  of 
civilisation  may  run   in  different  lines, 
but  I  firmly  believe  both  are  progressing. 
I  believe  that  if  the  power  were  taken  out 
of    the   hands    of    the    minority,  both 
sections  would  come  to  be  on  the  best 
possible  terms.     A  few  years  ago,  when 
it  was  said  that  the  Conservative  Party 
were  coquetting  with  us  in  this  House, 
I  visited  a  manufacturer  in  the  North  of 
Ireland.      He  was    then    in    the  best 
spirits  regarding  us  and  our  people,  and 
gave     us    the     best     character,    both 
Catholics  and  Protestants.      But   now 
that  there  is  a  possibility  of  throwing  ui 
off  they  look  upon  us  differently ;  and  I 
heard  that  same  man  lately,  when  asked 
what  he  was  doing  with  his  Cathoht 
workpeople,  say,  "  Oh  !   he  was  quietly 
weeding  them  out."    That  is  what  we 
fear  will    continue  until    the  Catholic 
majority  get  upon  more  level  terms  with 
the  minority.     We  are  asked  what  couli 
an  Irish  Parliament   do   better  for  U 
than  the  English   Parliament  can  do  I 
Well,  I  might  answer,  in  what  respect 
could     any    hon.    Gentleman     opposite 
manage   my  house  as  well    as    I   can 
manage  it ;   or  how  could  this  Govern- 
ment manage  the  affairs  of  France  better 
than  the  Government  chosen    by  the 
people      of     France  ?      The     Member 
for  West  Birmingham    said  that  one 
of    the    difficulties    he   and  his    Party 
were  now  placed  in  was  that  now  there 
were  two  Parties  amongst  us,  and  they  did 
not  know  who  they  were   dealing  withf 
whei-eas  before  they  could   have  dealt 
with     Mr.     Parnell.      It      appears   to 
me  that  you  will  now   have  a    much 
more    solid    ground    to    go     upon   to 
the   knowledge    of    the    real    opinion1 
of     those     whom     you     are    dealing 
with,   because,  after  the  next  General 
Election,     you     will     have      the    real 
opinions  of  the  Irish  people,  each  con- 
stituency giving  its  own.    Then  you  will 
not  be  able  to  say  that,  in  accepting  what- 
ever Home  Rule  we  may  accept,  it  * 
being  accepted  on  the  fiat  of  one  man* 
I  shall  only  add  one  word  more,  and  it  & 
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i  :  that  I  do  think,  when  one  Party 
ers  upon  a  course  that  brings  it  to 

position  of  criticising  its  best  friends 
I  receiving  the  cheers  of  its  worst 
miee,  that  Party  can  hardly  be  adopt- 

its  proper  course. 

9.55.)  Colonel  SAUNDERSON : 
,  I  should  not  wish  that  the 
bate  on  the  Address  should  terminate 
liout  some  expression  of  the  great 
ef  felt,  I  believe,  universally  in  Ireland 
the  affliction  that  has  befallen  the 
yal  Family.     The  Irish  people,  with 

their    faults,    are    a    warm-hearted 
>ple,  ready  to  enter  into  the  joys  and 
tows  of  those  they  know  and  like ; 
d  the  Duke  of  Clarence  went  the  right 
iy  about  acquiring  the  sympathies  of 
b  Irish   people.     He  came  over  and 
ed  in  the  country ;   and  we  had  the 
aching  letter  from  the  Prince  of  Wales 
the  Lord  Mayor  of  Dublin  that  he  was 
ry  happy  there.   And  the  Irish  people 
itered  into  the  happy  and  auspicious 
ent  that  promised  to  crown  his  life 
itii    gladness ;    and  when  the  tragic 
'ent  occurred  which  cut  off  his  young 
fe,  it  struck  a  sad  chord  in  the  Irish 
aart     I  hope  it  will  be  a  solace  to  Her 
[ajesty  and  to  the  Prince  and  Princess 
I  Wales  to  realise  that  their  sorrow  is 
uured  by,  I  believe,  the  great  majority 
f  the    Irish    people.    Now,  I    would 
ay  a  few  words  with   regard    to  the 
Amendment  you    are   now  considering 
ad    to     the     speech     of     the      hon. 
Member  for  West  Belfast.   The  Amend- 
ment would,  I  think,  have  served  its  pur- 
wee  well  had  it  not  been  for  the  fact 
hat  behind  the  hon.  Member  for  West 
Belfast  sat  the  hon.  Member  for  Water- 
on! .     The    Amendment    undoubtedly 
"awed  a  question  of  the  very  highest  im- 
KJrtance.     It  is  to  this  effect :  That  the 
ftritish  Parliament,  having  tried  every 
bethod  to  satisfy  the  wants  and  require- 
ments of  the  Irish  people,  and,  having 
ailed,  had  better  give  up  the   hopeless 

^k ;  and  then  it  went  on  to  criticise  a 
Bill  which  we  passed  last  year.  Now,  I 
rould  ask  any  fair  man  which  part  of 


this  Amendment  was  the  most  important? 
To  consider  a  Bill  which  we  passed  last 
year,  which  received  the  sanction  of  the 
then    Leader     of     what    was    then     a 
united  Party,   or  to    consider   whether 
Ireland    is    to  be  dissociated   for  ever 
from    British    Parliamentary    control  ? 
I  wonder   that  the  hon.    Member   for 
West  Belfast  did  not  see  he  laid  himself 
open  to  this  objection,  that  he  ignored 
the  important    and    vital    part  of    his 
Amendment.     He  spent  twenty  minutes 
of  his  speech  in  attacking  the  language 
of  the  Prime  Minister,  which   he  said 
was  insulting  to  the  nation.     However 
strong   and    objectionable  to   the  Irish 
Members    that    language    might    have 
been,  it  is  mildness  itself  compared  with 
the  language  which  hon.  Gentlemen  have 
recently  used  about    each    other.     The 
hon.  Member  for  West  Belfast  said  very 
few  words  about  the  main  or  Home  Rule 
portion  of  his  Amendment,  and  I  do  not 
think  he  occupied  four  minutes  by  the 
clock   in   his  observations  about  Home 
Rule.    Yet  his  whole  contention  is  that 
as  the  House  has  failed  in  the  past  in 
dealing  with  Irish  questions,  including 
the  question  of  Land  Purchase,  Home 
Rule  ought  to   be   granted.     The  hon. 
Member,  in  the  matter  of  Home  Rule, 
occupies  a  very  critical  and  a  very  deli- 
cate position.     He  does  not  like  to  say 
anything  to  embarrass  his  friends  on  the 
Front  Opposition   Bench.     He  appears 
to    me    to    occupy    the    position    of  a 
Nationalist    waiter     attending    to    the 
commands   of    his    friends    above    the 
Gangway.     That  may  answer  the  pur- 
pose   of    the    Liberal    Party    and    his 
Liberal  friends,  but  he  makes  a  grand 
mistake  if   he  thinks     that     a    course 
of      that     kind       will      ever      secure 
a    great     following    in    Ireland.     We 
had  a   speech    from  the  hon.  Member 
for  Waterford  of  a  very  different  kind. 
The  hon.  Member,  with  whom  I  entirely 
disagree,  whom  I  am  ready  to  oppose  in 
this,  and  do  my  best  to  oppose  by  all 
means  in  Ireland,  is  at  any  rate  a  foe- 
man  worthy  of  any  man's  steel.    He  puts 
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forward  something  to  hit  at.     He  is  not 
an  oratorical  eel  that  comes  in   as  the 
hon.  Member  for  West  Belfast  did  on 
Home  Rule    and    steps    out  on   Land 
Purchase.    The  hon.  Member  for  Water- 
ford  raised  this  Debate  from  the  position 
into  which  it  had  been  degraded  by  the 
Committee  speeches   of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the    Member  for  Bridgeton 
and    the    hon.    Gentleman    the   Mem- 
ber   for   West  Belfast    to    its    proper 
level  of  a  Government  Debate,  before  a 
General   Election,  brought   forward   in 
this  House  with  the  object  of  centreing 
the  opinion  and  attention  of  the  British 
people  on  one  of  the  greatest  questions 
that  thev  have  ever  had  to  consider.    We 
learned    from    the    hon.    Member    for 
Waterf ord  exactly  what  his  idea  of  Home 
Rule  is.     I  believe  his  views  are  shared 
by  the   hon.   and   gallant   Member  for 
Galway  and  the  whole  of  his  Party,  and 
from  what  the  hon.  Member  for  Water- 
ford  said,  and   from  the  reception   his 
speech  met  with  from  his  present  friends 
and  former  allies,  we  must  conclude  that 
his  definition  of  Home  Rule  is  a  defini- 
tion which  accords  with  the  views   and 
which   had   the  general   assent    of  the 
majority  of  the  Gentlemen  sitting  oppo- 
site.    His  idea  is,  so  far  as  I  can  make 
out,   that  this  Parliament  is  to  retain 
supremacy.     I  must  say  it  is  an  Irish 
supremacy,  because  it  is  a  supremacy  that 
consists  in  this,  that  the  Irish  Members  in 
full  force  shall  have  the  j)ower  of  coming 
over    here    to    London   to    sit  in  this 
Assembly  and  to  assist  in  directing  the 
course  of  British  Imperial  affairs,  whereas 
the  British  Parliament  shall  not  have  any 
authority  whatever  to  interfere  in  Irish 
affairs.     That  is  not  my  idea  of  recipro- 
city.     Still    I   am    glad    to    have  the 
authoritative  definition   from  a  united 
party  on  the  subject  of  Home  Rule,  be- 
cause   we    have    had   no  authoritative 
opinion  from  the  Front  Opposition  Bench. 
I  do  not  believe  it  exists.     The  Home 
Rule  of  the  Front  Opposition  Bench  de- 
pends altogether  upon  the  state  of  parties 
after  the  next  General  Election.     We 
know  by  the  answers  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Bridgeton 
that  his  mind  is  affected  by  the  volume 
of     opinion    coming     from     the    hon. 
Gentlemen  below    the    Gangway.      He 
gave  us  every  intimation  of  the  reasons 
why  he    became  a  Home  Ruler,  and 
apparently  it  was  because  he  disapproved 
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of  the  arrangement  of  the  borough  Won- 
daries  of  Dublin.     As  regards  the  rignt 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Dtrfay, 
he  has  laid  it  down  as  his  final  opinio*  that 
he  will  never  accept  Fenian  Home  Ruk 
He  has  not  defined  what  Fenian  Horn 
Rule  means,  and  if  a  large  and  united 
Nationalist  Party  in  the  next  Parliament 
sit  below  the  Gangway,  and  he   finds 
himself  in  the  position  of  leader  of  tht 
Party      that     has     not    a     sufficient 
backing  in  England  and  Scotland  and 
Wales,  the  word  Fenian  will  become  a 
very  elastic  term.     Now,  Sir,  it  is  said 
you  are  to  grant  Home  Rule  not  became 
Ireland   is  a  country  tyrannized  over, 
ground  down   beneath  the  heel  of  the 
Saxon,  but  forsooth  because  the  Irish 
people  have  not  swallowed   the    Land 

Purchase  Bill  with  sufficient  avidity.    I 

thought  the  hon.   Member    for   West 

Belfast  would  have    supplied   us  with 

some  more  sufficient  reason  than  thai 

for  dismembering  the  Empire.    Bat  it 

was  simply  and  solely  because  enough 

money  had  not  been  advanced  to  w 

Irish  people  under  the  Land  Acts  thit 

the    hon.   Member    for    West   Belfast 

justified  his  demand  for  Home  Bule.    I 

am  sorry  the   Chief    Secretary  to  the 

Lord  Lieutenant  for  Ireland  is  not  hert, 

because  I  wanted  to  give  him  a  bit  of 

advice.     It    is    the    greatest    possible 

mistake  to  quote  from  any  speech  of 

any  Gentleman  opposite  unless  you  have 

the  quotation   in  your  hand.     I   have 

always  come  down  to  the  House  to  make 

a  speech  on  the    Irish    Question  with 

a     considerable     sheaf    of     paper    iu 

my  hands.     Hon.  Gentlemen   opposite 

thinking  it  was  my  speech,  have  called 

out  "  Bead,  read  !  "     But  it  was  not  my 

speech;    it  was  elegant  extracts  from 

the     speeches     of      hon.      Gentlemen 

opposite.     When  my  right  hon.  Frienrf 

the    Chief     Secretary  said    that    hon. 

Gentlemen  opposite  had  interfered  with 

Land    Purchase    by  asking    the    Irish 

tenants  not  to  buy,  the  hon.  Member  for 

North  Longford  interrupted  him  in  a" 

almost  violent  manner,  and  said,  "No,  no"; 

"  Quote,  quote."  My  right  hon.  Friend, 

not  having  sufficient  experience,  had  not 

the  quotation  by  him.     But  here  it  is- 

On  the  28th  February  the  Member  for 

North  Longford  said : — 
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have  failed  in  this  great  task.  The  hon 
Member  for  West  Belfast  never  even 
attempted  to  do  so.  All  he  said  was 
that  the  population  of  Ireland  had 
largely  decreased  since  the  Union.  I 
believe  it  has ;  but  I  venture  to  main- 
tain that  5,000,000  of  well-to-do  and 
thriving  Irishmen  are  far  better  than 
8,000,0*00  of  Irish  paupers.  The  present 
Irish  population  is  ten  times  more 
wealthy  than  Irishmen  were  at  the  time 
of  the  Union,  and  the  commercial  pro- 
sperity of  the  country  has  steadily  ad- 
vanced. Take  the  savings  banks,  and 
you  will  find  that  the  capital  of  the 
Irish  people  has  rapidly  increased.  Take 
the  joint-stock  banks,  the  commercial 
returns,  the  trams,  and  you  will  find  all 
along  the  line- 


"  The  farmer  who  bought  his  land  to-day 
rottld,  when  a  Home  Role  Parliament  was  in 
I  three  or  four  yean'  time,  be  very  sorry  he 
ad  been  in  such  a  hurry." 

do  not  suppose  the  hon.  Gentleman 
rill  say  that  that  was  not  inducing  the 
riflk  tenants  not  to  buy  their  farms. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Longford,  N.)  : 
Lnd  mighty  good  advice  too. 

Colonel  SAUNDERSON  :  That  may 
e,  feat  the  House  will  now  understand 
ow  it  is  that  the  Irish  tenants  have 
ield  somewhat  aloof  from  taking  advan- 
age  of  the  Land  Purchase  Act. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY :  Will  you  read 
he  context  of  my  speech  ? 

Colonel  SAUNDERSON :  If  I  had 
o  read  all  the  speeches  of  the  hon. 
tfember  I  would  never  have  done.  The 
ion.  Gentleman  has  not  spoken,  and 
le  can  give  us  the  whole  passage, 
therefore,  Sir,  I  was  going  to  say  that 
f  the  Land  Purchase  Act  has  not  gone 
lown  with  that  rapidity  which  some  of 
ts  supporters  hoped,  one  of  the  reasons 
8  that  the  chosen  and  trusted  leaders 
if  the  Irish  people  have  advised  Irish 
sonants  over  and  over  again  to  refrain 
:rom  purchasing  under  the  Act,  and  to 
wait  for  better  times,  when  they  will 
jet  their  land,  as  they  were  told  by  the 
bon.  Member  himself,  at  prairie  value. 
Sir,  the  test  by  which  the  Irish  policy 
of  the  Unionist  Government  is  to  be 
tried  is  not  the  test  of  the  success  of 
one  measure,  such  as  the  Irish  Land 
Purchase  Act,  but  the  test  of  the 
success  of  their  whole  policy  during  the 
Uet  six  years;  and  in  order  to  test 
that  policy  it  is  absolutely  necessary  for 
itt  to  consider  what  was  the  task  that 
the  Unionist  Government  undertook, 
*ad  whether  they  have  completed  that 
*•£  with  success.  We  undertook  to 
govern  Ireland  under  the  laws  of  this 
Imperial  Parliament,  and  to  make 
Ireland  a  peaceful  and  prosperous 
ttn»»jryt  and  the  record  of  the 
****  «x  years  proves  conclusively 
pit  we  have  succeeded  in  our  task, 
it  it  the  duty  of  any  speaker  on  the 

Spoote  tide  to  show  to  the  House  and 
e  country  that  the  Unrjiist   Party 


Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY :  Which  line  ? 
Colonel  SAUNDERSON  :  All  along 

the    Irish     line — that     prosperity    has 
steadily    increased.       Then     take     the 
question  of  the  condition  of  the  country. 
When  the  Unionist  Party,  a  few  years 
ago,  undertook  the   task   of  governing 
Ireland,  they  were  met  with  difficulties 
which  had  never   been   experienced   by 
any  British  Government  before.     Never 
before  in  the  history  of  this  country  had 
a  British  Government  found  itself  con- 
fronted by  those  who  opposed  the  law  of 
the  land  in  Ireland,  and  by  right  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite,  who  had  been  them- 
selves responsible  for  maintaining   the 
law,  and  who  deliberately  banded  them- 
selves with  the  opponents  of  the  law  in 
Ireland  against  the    Government.      It 
was  said,  if  you  pass  a  Coercion  Bill,  you 
will  force  crime  under  the  surface ;  but 
the  condition  of  Ireland  at  present,  so 
far  as    crime    is    concerned,    compares 
favourably  with   her  condition   at  any 
previous  period.     Five  years  ago  there 
were  5,000  persons  boycotted,  but  now 
there  are  none ;  and,  from  every  point 
of  view,  that  is  one  of    the    greatest 
triumphs    achieved     by    the     Unionist 
Party.     This  is  the    only   Session    for 
many  years  past   when   we   have    met 
without  some   Irish   Member  being  in 
gaol. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY :  There  is  one 
English  Member  in  gaol.  (Cries  of 
"  De  Cobain,,,  and  "  Hastings ! ") 

Colonel  SAUNDERSON :  I  think  it 
will   be  found   that  Irish  Members  in 
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future  will  be  very  shy  of  appealing  to 
British  sympathy  by  undergoing  inter- 
mittent periods  of  incarceration  and 
retirement.  The  arrangement  was  this : 
Hon.  Members  opposite,  having  fairly 
stated  their  intentions,  went  over  to 
Ireland  and  defied  the  law,  and  were  put 
in  gaol,  and  they  appealed  from  their 
prisons  to  the  sympathies  of  the  British 
people,  some  with  clothes  and  some  with- 
out them.  And  then  their  Saxon 
sympathisers,  not  willing  to  allow  them 
to  suffer  alone,  came  over  and  shared 
their  fate.  Even  distant  Cornwall  sent 
us  a  martyr  from  Camlx>me,  and  he  ap- 
pealed to  the  British  people,  but  found 
to  his  surprise  that  he  could  not  elicit 
the  sympathy  he  had  expected.  Appa- 
rently, the  opinion  of  the  British  people 
was  that  when  he  was  in  prison  picking 
oakum  he  was  engaged  for  the  first  time 
in  his  life  in  a  really  useful  and  interest- 
ing occupation.  The  right  hon.  Member 
for  Newcastle  was  stirred  in  his  soul  by 
the  condition  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Noi-th-East  Cork  when  he  refused  to  use 
those  clothes  to  which  I  have  referred, 
and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  said  he 
was  "a  spectacle  to  the  civilised  world." 
Right  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite,  not 
having  a  sense  of  humour,  failed  to  see 
the  comic  side  of  the  question  which  the 
British  people  perceived.  I  venture  to 
say  that  the  Member  for  Mayo  and  the 
Meml>er  for  North- East  Cork  have 
learned  a  lesson  by  their  recent  incar- 
ceration which  they  will  never  forget. 
They  went  to  gaol  as  they  have  been  in 
the  habit  of  doing  periodically,  but  the 
British  people  absolutely  forgot  their  ex- 
istence ;  and,  wonderful  to  relate,  after 
all  their  manifold  sufferings,  there  is 
hardly  at  the  present  moment  a  county 
in  the  South  and  West  of  Ireland  which 
they  can  visit  without  police  protection. 
The  game  is  not  worth  the  candle,  for 
martyrdom  is  no  longer  a  trump  card. 
Eviction  was  a  trump  card  which  was 
played  with  great  success  in  those 
"  Rememl>er  Mitchelstown  "  days.  But 
eviction  failed  to  elicit  the  sympathies  of 

Colonel  Sa  u ndersan 


the  British  people,  because  they  fount i 
out  that  those  unfortunate  Irish  tenarii 
were  evicted  not  because  they  could  not 
pay  their  rents,  but  because  they  mnM 
not  pay  their  rents,  and  would  not  pay 
their  rents  because  they  dared  not  wbn 
they  were  ordered  not  to  do  so  by  the 
Member  for  Mayo  and  his  friend*. 
The  eviction  sham  failed,  and  wkt 
about  the  coercion  sham?  Then 
never  was  a  greater  sham  played 
out  in  this  country.  There  is  jut 
as  much  coercion  now  as  there  was  two 
veal's  ago,  but  we  have  no  flights  of 
English  Members  coming  over  to  In- 
land, and  returning  to  England  to  «^» 
violent  speeches  on  English  platfom 
detailing  their  horrible  experiences  of 
the  reign  of  "  Bloody  Balfour."  I  am  a 
subscriber  to  United  Ireland,  but  I  m 
nothing  in  it  now  about  "  Bloody  Bal- 
four ; "  nor  have  I  seen  in  the  paper  of 
the  other  Party  any  allusion  to  "  San- 
guinary Jackson."  It  must  be  a  con- 
solation to  the  Leader  of  the  Home  to 
see  that  the  violent  vituperation  which 
was  learned  by  those  on  the  other  rife 
at  his  expense,  and  which  was  developed 
to  heights  to  which  no  Irishman  ever 
attained  before,  is  now  entirely  devoted 
by  them  to  describing  the  moral  enor- 
mities and  political  turpitude  of  etch 
other.  All  these  shams  have  been  ex- 
posed, and  cannot  again  be  made  use  of 
in  this  country.  What  is  the  next  sham  9 
I  imagine  it  will  be  Home  Bute,  and  I 
expect  that  opinion  is  shared  by  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  of  both  Parties;  for 
I  have  observed  in  the  speeches  of  the 
Parties  to  which  the  Member  for  Belfast 
and  the  Member  for  Waterford  respec- 
tively belong  certain  grave  doubts,  ex- 
pressed as  to  the  reality  of  the  Home- 
Rule  of  the  right  hon*  Member 
for  Derby  and  the  right  hon.  Member 
for  Newcastle.  What  failure  is  there 
in  Ireland?  It  is  peaceful,  and 
crime  has  disappeared.  The  National 
League,  which  we  were  told  was  too 
strong  for  the  law,  has  practically  ceased 
to  exist,  and    lies    shattered    and    " 
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red  in  the  dust.     What  about  the 
f  Campaign,  which  was  to  destroy 
r    efforts    to    maintain    law  and 
\      What  has  happened   in    New 
rary,  which  was  to  have  been  the 
polis  of  regenerated  Ireland  ?  I  saw 
her  day  that  the  O'Brien  Arcade, 
magnificent  structure  of  which  we 
so  much — the  culminating  point  of 
aalist  architecture — had  ceased  to 
'  to  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite,  and 
lecome   the  property  of  the   hon. 
>er  for  South  Hunts.     I  ventured 
ggest  to  my  hon.  Friend  that  he 
i    for    ever    retain    the    O'Brien 
le  in  its  integrity,  and   outside  it 
a  statue  of  the  Member  for  North- 
Cork  in  his  Tullamore  clothes.     If 
statesman  was  so  handed  down  to 
b    generations    they    would  know 
Ireland  would  have  been  and  what 
atues  would  have  looked  like  if  the 
of  Campaign  had  succeeded.  While 
is  a  laughable  side  to  these  ques- 
there  is  also  a  tragic  side  to  them  ; 
is  the  side  of  the  tenants  who  were 
1  and  betrayed  by  the  hon.  Member 
Cayo  and  his  friends.     It  is  difficult 
cuse  the    course  pursued  by  those 
its  ;  but    yet    there    is   one  great 
te,  for  the  men  they  had  learned  to 
and  to  obey  had  promised  that  if 

refused  to  pay  their  rents  they 
1  never  be  the  losers.  But  what 
een  the  result  ?  I  have  in  my  hand 
esult  of  this  arrangement  between 

Members  opposite  and  their  un- 
y  dupes,  who  are  now  starving  on 
oadside.  It  appears  that  the  total 
;  from  the  1st  of  August  to  the  31st 
ecember,  1891,  to  the  "wounded 
3rs  "  and  those  isolated  tenants  who 
abandoned  by  the  National  League, 
inted  to  XI  1,456  Is.  2d.  The  hon. 
ber  for  Mayo  stated  that  there  were 
S  evicted  families,  numbering  7,500 
,  at  the  present  moment  on  the 
s  of  the  Federation.  If  we  divide 
456  by  1,495,  we  arrive  at  the  fact 

for  five  months  £1  10s.  8d.  per 
feh,  or  7s.  8d.  per  week,  has  been 
for  the  support  of  each  family,  or, 
;har  words,  2|d.  a  day  per  head  for 
9  who  obeyed  the  hon.  Members 
eite. 

B.    DILLON:    That  is  more  than 
r  of  the  landlords  have  given. 


Colonel  SAUNDERSON:  For  that 
interruption  I  am  very  glad ;    it  is  by* 
the  hon.  Member  for  Mayo  who  makes 
an  assertion  which  he  cannot  prove.     I 
have  quoted  from  his  own  accounts,  pub- 
lished in  his  own  newspaper,   and  the- 
result  is    that  these  miserable  tenants 
who  obeyed  him  and  forsook  their  homes 
in  which  they  had  lived  in  happiness  and 
peace  all  their  lives  are  living  on  a  pit- 
tance of  2£d.  a  day.     I  would  like  ta 
know  what  those  men  would  have  said  if 
the  hon.  Members  had   gone  down   to 
Tipperary  and  said  that  they  would  give- 
them  2£d.  a  day  to  leave  their  homes. 
The  crowning  feat  of  all  is,  that  these  poor- 
men,  having  found  that  they  had  been 
betrayed  and  made  fools  of,  have  gone* 
back,  and  have  refused  to  give  up  their- 
shanties  at  the  assurances  of  the  hon. 
Members.     Never  has  the   policy  of  a 
Government  during  six  years  triumphed* 
more  gloriously  than  this  Government 
along  a  more  difficult  line.     And  yet  we 
are  to  give  up  all  this  and  grant  Home 
Rule.      Whose    Home    Rule?     In    my 
early  days  there  was  only  one  Ireland. 
Then  it  was  discovered  that  there  were- 
two  Irelands — law-abiding  Ireland   and 
criminal  Ireland — that  was  the  discovery 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  Bridgeton.  Then 
came  the  Union  of  Hearts,  that  political4 
espousal,  and  as  a  result  there  was  an 
increase  in  the  Irish  family.     There  are 
now  three  Irelands — loyal  Ireland,   dis4* 
loyal  Ireland,  and  the  priests'  Ireland- 
to  which  the  hon.   Member  for    West 
Belfast    belongs.     And    then    we  have 
Parnellite    Ireland,   to  which   the  hon*. 
Member  for  Waterford  belongs. 

Dr.  TANNER :  Kept  by  the  Tories. 
Colonel  SAUNDERSON :  Can  any 
right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite,  who 
hopes  some  day  to  occupy  a  responsible 
position  in  the  country,  really  conceive 
that  he  can  possibly  frame  a  Home  Rule 
Bill  which  would  satisfy  all  the  demands 
of  all  the  various  sections  now  fighting 
for  the  mastery  in  Ireland ;  it  passes  the* 
wit  of  man.  Hon.  Gentlemen  opposite, 
however,  do  agree  on  one  point — and  it 
is  the  only  one  in  the  world  on  which 
they  do  agree — that  they  must  have  the 
control  of  the  police.  I  do  not  at  all 
wonder  at  it.  I  will  give  an  illustration 
from  a  speech  made  the  other  day  at  the- 
Waterford  Election  ;  it  gives  a  forecast 
of  what  Home  Rule  would  be.     It  is 
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part  of  *  speech  made  by  the  hem.  Mem- 
ber for  North-East  Cork.     He  says : — 

"  On  Friday  night  Dr.  Fitzgerald  announced 
publicly  in  Dublin  that  if  we  came  down  here 
to  Waterford  we  would  be  mained  and 
wounded  for  the  crime  of  addressing  our 
fellow-countrymen." 

Mr.  J.  G.  FITZGERALD:  I  never 
made  such  a  speech;  I  never  had  any 
intention  to  main  or  wound  the  hon. 
Gentlemen.  They  mast  have  taken  some 
body  else  for  me. 

Colonel  SAUNDERSON :  I  never 
said  it  was  the  hon.  Gentleman ;  I  was 
merely  quoting  from  the  Freeman's 
Journal  part  of  a  speech  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  North-East  Cork.  I  will 
leave  the  hon.  Gentleman  to  settle  with 
his  late  colleagues  as  to  who  Dr.  Fitz- 
gerald is.  The  hon.  Member  for  North- 
East  Cork  went  on  to  say : — 

"  The  Police  Authorities  had  full  notice  of 
that  intention  to  murderously  assault  us  here 
to-day.  To-day,  instead  of  seeing  fair  play 
they  have  batoned  our  men  and  given  every 
opportunity  that  men  could  give  to  other  men 
to  murder  and  assault  us  in  the  streets  of 
Waterford.  But  the  day  will  come,  please 
God,  when  the  Irish  people  will  have  com- 
mand of  their  own  police. 

Now,  Sir,  what  did  that  mean?  It 
meant  that  the  hon.  Member  for  North- 
East  Cork  was  looking  forward  to  the 
happy  day  when  he  would  have  command 
of  the  Irish  Police.  I  wonder  what  the 
Member  for  Waterford  will  think  of 
that  ?  I  believe  that  the  Irish  Consta- 
bulary— whose  chief  occupation  of  late 
has  been  to  protect  hon.  Members  when 
visiting  their  own  constituencies — is  a 
safer  force  to  have  to  deal  with  than  this 
^Prtetorian  guard  which  hon.  Membei-s 
opposite  hope  to  conjure  up  when  they 
get  Home  Rule.  A  Home  Rule  Parlia- 
ment, Home  Rule  Judges,  Home  Rule 
juries,  and  Home  Rule  police  will  indeed 
make  Ireland  a  happy  land.  Will  any 
man  who  has  thought  dispassionately 
on  these  matters  consent  for  a  single 
moment  to  place  his  life,  the  lives  of  his 
family,  and  his  property  at  the  disposal 
of  such  a  combination  ?  The  section  of 
the  Irish  people  I  represent — which 
includes  many  Roman  Catholics — would 
never  sanction  it.  We  have  no  religious 
rancour  amongst  us  in  Ireland  at  present, 
and  I  challenge  hon.  Members  opposite 
to  point  to  one  sentence  that  I  or  my 
friends  have  uttered  which  tended  to 
religious  animosity ;  but  is  there  anyone 
Colonel  Saunderson 


who   blames  us  when  we  declare  oar 
intention  to  resist  to  the  utmost  such  t 
state    of    affairs.      At    the    Waterford 
election — I  now  allude  to  Tannerism— 
the  hon.  Member  for  North-East  Cock 
would  have  been  absolutely  skinned  ty 
the  Tanners  if  he  had  not  escaped  under 
the    protection    of    the    police.     I  on 
assert  that  whatever  the  exigencies  of 
British  parties  may  demand,  whatever 
politics  they  may  choose  to  adopt,  we, 
constituting    a    very    large    and    very 
powerful    section  of   the    Irish  people, 
will  never  consent  for  one  moment  to 
obey    such    an    authority.      And   this 
is    the    policy    that     hon.    Gentkmea 
propose    to    go    to    the    country  with. 
To  bring  in  a  Home  Rule  Bill,  which 
they    dare     not     define,      to    satisfy 
the  Irish  people,  which  although  they 
hate  all  Britons,  hate  each  other  mere. 
To  produce  a  Home  Rule  Bill  that  will 
satisfy  and  bring  peace  to  Ireland  is  * 
task  beyond  even  the  wit  of  the  right  hon. 
Member  for  Midlothian.      I  hope  thst 
the  majority  of  the  House  will  reject 
this  Amendment,  and  that  the  rejectka 
will    foreshadow   the  rejection   of  tail 
policy  at  the  next  election  ;  that  as  the 
House  refuses  to  admit  that  the  British 
Parliament  is  unable  to  maintain  the 
law    and    satisfy   the   requirements  d 
Ireland,  the  British  people  at  the  next 
election  will  re-echo  our  decision,  and 
decide  that  the  policy  of  Great  Britain  in 
the  future  shall  be  that  Ireland  shall 
remain  under  the  authority  of  the  British 
Parliament.  i 

(10.55.)    Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Long-    } 
ford,  N.) :  I  have  seldom  listened  to  * 
speech  with  more  satisfaction  than  that 
just  delivered  by  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Gentleman.     I  hope  we  may  have  a  few 
more  such  speeches  from  Members  of  the 
Orange  Party,  because  the  effect  on  these 
Benches  will  be  most  salutary,  and  the 
more  the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman 
rubs  in    the    salt  and   dwells    on  the 
differences  which  exist  in  Ireland  between 
the  various  sections  of  the  Nationalist 
Party  the  better  for  Home  Rule.    I 
think,  however,  if  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Gentleman  is  going  to  play  the  Tory 
game,  that  is  hardly  the  policy  to  pursue. 
I  think  the  policy  of  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury  would  be  not  to  offer  insults 
to  both  sections  of  the  Irish  Party.     In 
the  language  of  the  hon.   and  gallant 
Gentleman,  we  are  all  "  in  one  red  burial 
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blent."  I  may  tell  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman  that  if  he  has  his 
sport  against  us  to  night — sport  which 
we  can  always  appreciate — our  time  is 
shortly  coming ;  the  Local  Government 
Bill  is  about  to  be  introduced.  We  hear 
a  great  deal  about  the  details  of  the 
Home  Kule  Bill ;  why  does  not  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Gentleman  ask  for  details  of 
the  Local  Government  Bill  ?  How 
ardently  he  longs  for  that  Bill,  how  fully 
lie  believes  in  it,  how  the  Orange  drum 
will  be  beaten  at  all  the  cross-roads  in 
Ulster  to  the  glory  of  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury.  We  have  our 
troubles  and  trials  which  it  is  not  for 
me  to  seek  to  minimise,  but  I  will  not 
consent  to  make  the  differences  which 
exist  between  myself  and  my  late  col- 
leagues the  sport  of  the  British  Philis- 
tines in  the  British  House  of  Commons. 
Mr.  P.  O'BRIEN  :  That  is  what  you 
did  when  you  killed  Parnell. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY :  The  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman  is  now  much  amused 
at  the  downcast  and  fallen  condition  of 
Ireland,  but  she  will  rise  like  the  Phoenix 
ham  the  ashes,  as  she  has  done  many  a 
time  before— after  '98,  '48,  and  '68,  and 
only  the  epitaph  of  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury  remains  to  be  written  on 
the    Irish    tomb.      Unless    the     Irish 
question    is    settled  by  statesmen  who 
'have  some  conception  of  its  magnitude 
■you  will  find  some  haunting  form  hover- 
ing round  which  will  yet  crush  you.    At 
toy  rate,  Sir,  the  worst  medicine  from 
the  Tory  point  of  view  is  to  pour  poison 
tod  gall  into  the  wounds,  and  I  can 
ntart  that  those  who  have  heard  the 

Ech     of     the     hon.     and     gallant 
tleman    have    some    conception    of 
*hat  we    have    to    stand    in    Ireland. 
It  ig,  no  doubt,    great  sport  to  hon. 
Gentlemen     upon    the    other    side    of 
the  House     to    hear    the    sentiments 
ottered    on    behalf  of  a  class  of  men 
in  Ireland   who,  by  your  decisions   in 
your  Judicial  Land  Courts  in  Ireland, 
have  been  robbing  and    slandering  the 
Irish  people  for  centuries  and  genera- 
tions.   Search  your  Blue  Books  dealing 
with  Ireland,  and  you  will  find  in  them  the 
record  of  your  robberies.     Your  accusa- 
tion against  us  is  that  we — the  sons  of  a 
people  having  a  Government  and  power- 
ful  Empire  to  contend  against,  and  in 
an   entrenched    camp  of   the  enemy — 
have  not  wholly  succeeded  in  the  task 
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we  have  taken  up.  No,  Sir ;  it  is  true 
that  we  have  not  succeeded — as  yet.; 
but  we  have  not  yet  done,  and  we 
feel  that,  whatever  be  the  dissensions 
which  at  present  exist  amongst  the 
Irish  Members,  the  healing  hand 
of  time  will  come  to  repair  them, 
and  that  Members  who  have  borne 
no  part  in  the  dissensions  and  tribu- 
lations of  this  time  will  carry  forwai*d 
the  Green  Flag  of  the  country.  I  -hope 
that  the  speech  of  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Gentleman  to  which  we  have  listened  to- 
night will  be  printed  verbatim  in  every* 
National  newspaper  in  Ireland,  and  I 
hope  that  his  words  will  be  read  in  every 
home  in  Ireland,  and  I  believe  it  will  do 
good ;  the  rancour  he  has  expressed  on 
behalf  of  the  landlord  minority  as  his 
contribution  towards  the  settlement  of  the 
Irish  question  will,  I  think,  go  far  to  bring 
about  a  settlement  of  the  difficulties  that 
now  exist  in  the  Irish  ranks.  I  pass  from 
that,  and  I  ask  what  is  the  material  upon 
which  the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman 
depends  ?  He  wants  to  know  what  kind 
of  Home  Rule  we  are  going  to  have. 
What,  he  asks,  is  the  kind  of  Home  Rule 
that  the  Liberal  Party  intend  to  put 
forward  ?  He  asks.  Are  we  going  to  have 
"  Popkin's  Plan " ;  is  it  going  to  be 
Canadian  Home  Rule ;  or  the  Home  Rule 
of  Parnell;  or  that  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Derby? 
The  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  said  you 
cannot  satisfy  everybody,  and  therefore 
he  argues  that  you  ought  to  try  and 
satisfy  nobody.  I  must  compliment  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  upon  the 
speech  he  has  made  here  to-night.  For 
my  part  I  do  not  intend  to  give  hon. 
Members  opposite  anything  to  hit  at.  I  do 
not  know  whether  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Gentleman  has  ever  heard  of  the  remarks 
of  a  French  general — "  My  children,  you 
have  come  here  to  kill  others,  and  not  to 
get  killed  yourselves."  Therefore,  when 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  opposite 
compliments  the  hon.  Member  for 
Waterford  upon  his  speech,  I  begin  to 
think  that  there  is  something  in  it  that 
should  be  avoided.  So  far  as  I  am  con- 
cerned I  do  not  intend  to  play  the 
Toiy  game.  We  may  be  told  that  there 
are  differences,  and  that  on  this  ques- 
tion of  Home  Rule  for  Ireland,  English 
statesmen  differ  among  themselves,  and 
differ  from  Irish  statesmen,  and  that 
Irishmen    differ    amongst    themselves ; 
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that  some  say  there  is  one  way  of  con- 
ducting a  campaign  and  some  another. 
I  do  not  pretend  to  make  people  com- 
prehend this  Home  Rule  Question;    I 
do   not  attempt  upon  this  occasion   to 
teach   my  grandmother  to  suck    eggs. 
Those  who  have  to  deal  with  it  have   a 
difficult       question —  a      'great      and 
weighty    task    before  them.      But   we 
shall  have  to  be  reckoned  with   in  the 
settlement    as  we    have     had     to     be 
reckoned  with  before,  and  for  my  part 
I  say  that   I   see   no   reason   to  shake 
my  confidence   in  the    Liberal    Party. 
I  believe    in    the    honesty   of    its    in- 
tentions,   and    I     have    read    no     de- 
clarations   by    any    Liberal     statesman 
regarding  the  Home  Rule  Bill  to  change 
my  mind  from  that  day  in  1886,  when 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Midlothian  made  his  statement  upon 
that  measure.     So  far  as  my  judgment 
goes     I    think     the     English     people, 
instead     of     showing     themselves     to 
be  little-minded,  have  shown  the  greatest 
magnanimity  in  this  matter.      I   have 
not  hesitated  to  say  it  in  Ireland,  and  I 
do  not  see  why  I  should  hesitate  to  say 
it  here.      My  judgment   is  that    "too 
many  cooks  spoil  the  broth,"  and  that  if  we 
were  content  to  follow  the  policy  adopted 
from  1885  to  1891  by  a  united   Irish 
Party,  after  the  next  General  Election 
it  would  be  possible  to  pass  a  Bill  which 
will  satisfy  the    legitimate   aspii-ations 
of      the     Irish     people.         There      is 
only  one  other  remark.     The  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman  desired  to  show  the 
great  success  of  the    Unionist  policy; 
that  the  Irishmen  "were  down  in  the 
dust  and  ashamed  to  be  seen,"  and  he 
went  on  to  show  how  the  Unionists  had 
been   successful  all    over    the  country. 
After  the  tremendous  chain  of  successes 
which  has  been  achieved  I  should  have 
expected  the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman 
to  have  gone  on  to  advise  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury  to  dissolve  Parliament  at 
once,  and  go  to  the  country  in  a  blaze  of 
glory.     But  that  is  the  last  thing  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  wants ;  the 
last  thing  they  want  is  to  be  brought  face 
to  face  with  their  constituents,  and  the 
Strang  thing  is  that,  while  the  Irish  Mem- 
bers are  told  that  they  cannot  go  to  their 
constituents  without  police  protection,  we 
are  most  anxious  to  go,  and  yet  cannot 
go.      The    Debate    has    taken    a  wide 
range;    but  I  say  it  has   taken  a  very 
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fortunate    range    for    Her     Majesty'* 
Government.     A  Motion  was  brought 
forward    to-night    for  the   purpose  of 
exposing  the  failure  of  the  great  plan  of 
Irish  pacification  passed  by  the  Unionist 
Ministry  ;  and  yet  instead  of  considering 
that  question  straightway  we  started  t» 
count  our  chickens    before  they  wm 
hatched,  and  to  discuss  a  Home  Bob- 
Bill  which  has  not  yet  been  produced  in 
a  Parliament  that    has  not  yet   been 
elected.     I  think  that  has  been  aveiy 
fortunate    thing    for    Her     Majesty* 
Government.     After  the  speech  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Mid  Armagh — who* 
appearance  in  the  House  both  sides  lam 
sure  must  welcome — no  person,  no  Tory, 
could  deny  that  this  great  p^nw^m  for 
Ireland  has   been   a  miserable  failure. 
The  hon.   Member  called  it  a  failure  ^ 
he  admitted  it  to  be  a  dead  failure,  and 
proceeded  to  give  reasons  why  he  thought 
so. 

Mr.  DUNBAR  BARTON  :  I  did  art 
say  it  was  a  failure.  I  admitted  that 
it  had  faults,  but  not  that  it  was  a 
failure. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  That  was  my 
impression ;  that  he  had  twice  used  thr 
phrase,  but  I  am  sure  that  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  will  now  withdraw 
the  expression  if  he  has  used  it. 
The  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
admits  that  there  has  been  failure  h» 
connection  with  the  Bill.  The  hon. 
Member  for  West  Belfast  has  beea 
greatly  blamed  for  bringing  forward  a 
single  measure  as  an  illustration  of  the* 
necessity  for  Home  Rule  and  as  an 
illustration  of  the  fact  that  the  British* 
Parliament  is  unable  to  legislate  for 
Ireland.  It  is  true  it  is  a  single  measure, 
but  it  was  brought  forward  as  a  great 
bulwark  and  buttress  of  the  Unionist 
Party,  and  it  was  put  forward  as 
such,  not  only  by  the  right  hon. 
Member  for  West  Birmingham,  but 
by  Lord  Salisbury  and  other  statesmen 
of  the  Unionist  Party.  The  Irish 
Members  are,  I  contend,  entitled 
to  rely  upon  the  failure  of  a  measure 
of  this  kind  as  further  proof  of  the 
inability  of  the  English  Parliament 
to  deal  with  Irish  questions.  We 
know     what    human     nature    is,    and 
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know  that  selfishness  is  a  very 
p  ingredient  in  it ;  and  I  say  if  this 
was  a  success,  and  if  it  had  offered  ad- 
tages  to  the  Irish  tenants,  they  would 
lly  have  taken  advantage  of  it ;  it  is  a 
ire,  and  it  matters  nothing  what  I 

three  or  four  years  ago,  when  we  are 
ting  with  a  Bill  passed  last  year. 
at  happened  in  1881  ?  Never  was 
•e  a  more  powerful  organisation  than 
Land  League  of  those  days.  They 
Bed  the  people  to  test  the  Act  then 
ed  before  availing  themselves  of  it ; 
yet,  no  sooner  was  the  Act  passed 
i  40,000  originating  notices  were 
ed  in  three  weeks  because  the  Irish 
)le  believed  that  it  would  be  for  their 
tntage.  In  1887  we  had  the  same 
nrience.  In  regard  to  the  Act  of 
L  not  a  single  fraction  of  money  has 
\  advanced,  nor  has  a  single  trans- 
m  taken  place  under  it.  Why  is  that  ? 
b  certainly  is  not  due  to  any  speeches 
ie  Irish  Members.  I  maintain  that 
Act  is  a  failure  because  the  First 
I  of  the  Treasury  refused  to  take 
b  advice ;  but  not  only  did  he  refuse 
ke  Irish  advice,  but  he  refused  to  take 
advice  from  any  quarter  of  the  House, 
was  advised  by  Irish  officials  of  great 
irience  and  judgment  that  his  scheme 
Id  not  work;  but,  of  course,  the 
t  hon.  Gentleman  disregarded  their 
ce.  What  he  said  was,  "Iain  Irish 
etary.  I  believe  I  know  Ireland 
ar  than  any  Irishman."     Then   he 

and  pats  in  this  Insurance  Clause, 
ih  it  is  due  to  the  memory  of  Mr. 
Mil  to  say  was — I  believe:  I  only 
k  from  recollection — was  opposed  by 

quite  as  much  as  by  us;  so  that 
•lore  we  were  ad  idem  on  that  point, 
right  hon.  Gentleman  was  distinctly 
ieg  that  the  Irish  tenants  would  not 
minted  by  80  per  cent,  reduction  ; 
old  him  that  at  the  time,  and  that 
trarned  out  to  be  the  fact.  The  Irish 
ataxy  to-night,  who  had  the  task 
wn  upon  him,  as  the  apostolic  suc- 
ir  of  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury, 
lefand  a  Bill  which,  of  course,  he 
rypthi-ng  to  do  with  framing  into 
was  obliged  to  admit  the  extraordi- 
r  fact,  that  in  the  first  six  months  of 

mwcpt  Act  no  money  had  been 
ed  and  only .£80,000  aoplie  d  for,  and 

in  t|}A  first  six  months  of  the  Ash- 
am  J^et  over  half  a  million  of  money 
hm  applied  for  on  behalf  of  some 


thousands  of  tenants.  And  what  was  his 
excuse  ?  "  Oh,"  he  said,  "  they  are  all 
going  in  for  the  Ashbourne  money." 
That  is  exactly  our  case.  The  land- 
lords—and I  do  not  blame  them — do 
not  like  your  paper.  They  want  your 
sovereigns.  What  is  the  good  of  the 
Irish  Secretary  telling  them  that  his 
paper  is  as  good  as  Consols  if  the  land- 
lords do  not  think  so  ?  Of  course,  it  is 
exactly  the  same  with  the  £1  notes  of 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  I  am  sure, 
believes  that  there  is  nothing  like  a  £1 
note.  He  says  the  financiers  of  the 
City  will  not  take  £1  notes.  He  says 
they  prefer  the  solid  metal.  The 
Irish  landlord  has  a  great  streak 
of  the  City  man  in  him  on  that  point. 
These  landlords  may  be  very  dull  men, 
on  a  great  many  points,  but  when  you 
come  to  where  their  heart  is — the  region 
of  their  pockets — no  amount  of  rustle 
of  paper  will  fetch  them.  They  want 
the  ring  of  the  money ;  as  we  say  in 
Ireland  the  arragaseesh — the  money 
down.  You  may  praise  your  Land  Stock 
as  much  as  you  please,  you  may  flourish 
it  before  the  eyes  of  the  Irish  landlords, 
you  may  rustle  it  into  a  Wagner 
harmony;  but  if  the  Irish  landlords 
will  not  take  it  up,  what  is  the  good  of 
it  ?  That  is  the  state  of  the  case ;  your 
Land  Stock  is  a  drug  in  the  market  in 
this  sense,  that  it  is  not  applied  for,  and 
the  people  will  not  take  it ;  and  to  tell 
us  at  once  that  this  Stock  is  of  great 
value,  but  that  they  will  not  have  it,  is  to 
take  part  in  more  or  less  of  a  farce. 
Who  is  it  that  has  given  the  most  deadly 
blow  to  the  Land  Stock  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman?  It  is  one  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman's  own  Ex-Attorney* 
Generals — Mr.  Justice  Gibson — who,  the 
other  day,  in  having  to  deal  with  this 
question,  gave  a  deadly  stab  to  the  great 
Act  of  1891.  What  was  his  view?  A 
landlord  had  been  offered  £18,000  in 
chinking  sovereigns  for  a  property  in 
County  Down  by  an  outside  land 
jobber — a  speculator !  The  tenants  cam* 
in  and  said :  u  We  will  give  a  great  deal 
more ;  we  will  give  you  as  much  as  the 
Land  Commission  will  allow  us  to  pay." 
The  ope  was,  I  think,  about  1J>?  and 
the  other  about  20,  years'  purchase, 
the  tenants  giving  five  years  more  than, 
this  land  jobber.  What  did  Mr.  justice 
Gibson  say?    "Yes,"  said  Mr.  Justice 


547 


Address  in 


{COMMONS} 


Answer  to  Her 


548 


Gibson,  "you  will  give  it  in  stock  that  is 
below  par."  Well,  I  think  that  was  a 
very  shrewd  thrust  at  the  measure  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  and  that  is 
exactly  what  is  hindering  transactions. 
The  landlords  do  not  know  the  value  of 
your  stock ;  and  I  say  that  the  Amend- 
ment of  my  hon.  Friend  is  an  Amend- 
ment, so  far  as  that  portion  of  it  is  con- 
cerned, which  I  should  have  thought 
would  have  been  boomed  by  the  Orange 
quarter  opposite.  The  other  difficulty  is 
the  difficulty  about  the  insurance.  I 
have  no  doubt  that  the  Irish  Secretary 
quoted  me  correctly  ;  but  what  I  had  in 
my  mind  was  this:  that  so  far  as  the  rents 
are  concerned,  you  compel  the  Irish 
tenants,  willy-nilly,  to  guarantee  one 
another.  If  I  spoke  of  insurance  at  all 
when  I  should  have  spoken  of  the  rents 
it  is  only  an  error  of  phrase ;  but  the 
idea  remains,  namely,  the  idea  that  one 
man  who  is  an  honest,  thrifty  tenant 
has  to  pay  the  piper  for  some  other 
man  in  another  portion  of  the  county 
because  he  happens  to  be  behind  in  his 
instalments.  Well,  then  the  other  defect 
in  the  Act  is  the  £50  limit.  Now,  we 
are  at  odds  with  some  of  our  colleagues 
from  Ireland  as  regards  this  matter.  I 
do  not  wish  to  labour  that  point  need- 
lessly, but  at  any  rate  one  effect  it  will 
have  undoubtedly  is  that  the  landlords — 
to  use  a  phrase  used  last  Session — are 
unwilling  to  "  chess-board  "  their  estates. 
They  do  not  want  to  sell  them  piece- 
meal. They  want  to  sell  them  altogether 
or  not  at  all.  These  are  the  reasons 
why  your  Act  has  been  a  failure.  It  is 
no  pleasure  to  us  to  chronicle  it  as  a 
failure.  We  only  chronicle  it  as  an  in- 
stance of  the  chronic  inability  of  this 
House  to  legislate  for  Ireland.  If  my 
hon.  Friend,  instead  of  taking  the  Land 
Purchase  Act  to  hang  his  Amendment 
upon,  had  taken  a  small  measure,  an 
attenuated  measure,  I  would  be  per- 
fectly satisfied  to  rest  the  case  upon  it. 
I  will  take  a  small  measure,  and  1  am 
prepared  upon  it  to  rest  the  validity  of 
this  Amendment.  Last  year  we  passed 
through  this  House  with  enormous  diffi- 
culty a  little  measure  called  the  Drainage 
and  Improvement  of  Land  Act  —  a 
measure  so  microscopic  that  it  escaped 
the  observation  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Camberwell,  who  is  blocker-in-ordinary 
to  Her  Majesty's  Government.  The 
effect  of  it  was  to  enable  judicial  tenants 
Mr.  T.  U.  Healy 


to  borrow  money  from  the   Board  of 
Works  for  the  drainage  of  their  holdings. 
What  happened  ?    It  reached  the  Upper 
House,  and  there  every  Peer  of  Pannv 
ment  interested  in  Irish  land  came  down 
with  one  accord  and  strangled  this  little 
Bill.      I    challenge  any    man    to   sty 
that  this  Bill  had  anything  contention 
in  it.     It  was   taken  out  of   the  Bann 
Drainage  Bill   which   the    Government 
found  themselves  unable  to  pass;    and 
Lord  Cadogan  was  obliged  to  get  up  tt 
the  Table  of  the   House  of  Peers  and 
to    announce  that  this   Drainage   Bill 
was  one  that  he  could   not   invite  the 
attention  of  their  Lordships'  House  to 
during  the  present  Session.     Well,  you 
think  yourselves  able  to  legislate  for 
Ireland,  and    you   cannot    pass  a  little 
Bill   of  this   kind.     Now,  I  say,  that 
any  Bill  introduced  by  an  Irish  Mem- 
ber, even  if  you  pass  it  with  enormous 
time,  labour,  and  trouble  in  this  House, 
the  moment  it  goes   beyond  that  hall, 
it  has  the  axe  of  the  executioner  levelled 
against  it.    What  has  happened  in  this 
House  for  the  last  12  years?    We  have 
been  keeping  up  the  fight  so  far  as  that 
goes,  but  so  far  as  legislative  enactment 
goes,  I  can  scarcely  remember  anything 
except  such  grafts  as  we  have  been  able 
to  make  on  Government  Bills ;  but,  so  fir 
as  actual   legislation   is  concerned,  the 
whole  of  the  Irish   Party  have  been 
engaged   for  the   last  12  yean  in  the 
work  of    Sisyphus,    bringing  in  KDs, 
laboriously  rolling   them  up   to  Third 
Reading,  and  when   they   crossed  the 
Lobby,  finding  them  slain  in  the  home 
of    Toryism   on  the  other  side;  and, 
therefore,  so  far  as  we  are  concerned, 
this  Amendment,  in  instancing  the  I*nd 
Purchase  Bill  as  one  of  the  Bills  proving 
the  failure  of  your  legislation,  is  only 
taken  as  a  further  example,  because  it 
was     your    most      boasted     measure, 
and     my     hon.     Friend     might    just 
as     well     have     rested    his    Amend- 
ment     upon     any     other      Bill     in- 
troduced    during     the     last     twelve 
years.    Your  Land  Policy,  we  have  been 
told,  was  the  great  arrow  in  your  quiver. 
It  has  failed.    Your  next  great  measure 
is  now  going  to  be  produced.     I  do  not 
know  what  is  going  to  happen  to  that ;  but 
I  am  quite  sure  that  as  every  Bill  you 
have  produced  has  been  a  failure,  that  a 
Bill  which  now  has  the  secret  antipathy 
of  every  Member  of  the  Conservative 
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Party  for  Ireland,  and  which  you  were 
not  able  to  get  your  Conservative  Associa- 
tion at  Birmingham  the  other  day  to 
pass  a  vote  in  favour  of,  I  am  quite 
sure  that  that  Bill  may  be  pronounced  a 
failure  in  advance.  I  think  when  we 
have  the  works  and  failures  of  the  Tory 
Party  at  the  present  moment  to  attack, 
we  have  our  hands  full  enough  with- 
out having  to  consider  the  short- 
comings of  a  Bill  of  a  Party 
not  yet  in  office.  On  these  grounds, 
Mr.  Speaker,  I  believe  it  is  our  duty  to 
challenge  the  existing  Administration, 
and  deal  with  the  next  Administration 
according  to  its  works.  That  is  the 
(policy  which  our  Party  intends  to  push 
forward.  It  is  the  policy  that  engaged 
our  united  support  for  many  years,  and 
I  believe  that  when  our  work  is  done,  or 
when  our  time  comes  forjjudgment — that, 
after  all,  must  be  the  judgment  of  the 
country — I  believe  it  will  be  found  that 
that  policy  will  yet  produce  great  and 
salutary  good  for  our  country. 

(11.35)  Mr.  C.  W.  RADCLIFFE 
<XX)KE(Newington,W.V  We  Unionists 
are  always  asking  right  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite  to  produce  their  Home  Rule 
Bill.  We  say  in  effect,  as  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  West  Bir- 
mingham has  said,  if  you  expect  to  come 
into  Office,  say  within  twelVe  months, 
with  a  vast  majority  at  your  back,  then 
you  will  have  to  bring  in  a  Home  Rule 
Bill.  You  will  then  have  to  bring  in  a 
measure  that  will  be  a  credit  to  you  as  a 
Government,  and  which  you  can  recom- 
mend to  the  nation.  If  you  can  pro- 
duce that  Bill,  then  you  can  produce  it 
now.  If  you  produce  it  now  it  will 
he  a  credit  to  you,  and  it  will  be  an  ad- 
vantage to  you  at  the  General  Election. 
On  the  other  hand,  if  you  do  not  produce 
the  Home  Rule  Bill  now  you  will  lay 
yourself  open  to  a  sort  of  suspicion 
that  you  have  no  such  Bill  at  all. 
I  venture  respectfully  and  humbly  to 
take  a  more  charitable  view  of  the  dis- 
position and  conduct  of  the  Opposition 
whenever  there  is  a  difference  from  the 
view  of  the  Unionist  Party.  The 
Unionist  Party  assume  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Mid- 
lothian (Mr.  Gladstone)  has  an  honest 
and  a  genuine  intention  of  producing 
some  Bm  at  some  time,,  but  for  my  own 
part  I  do  not  share  that  belief.  I  am 
under  the  impression  that  they  have  lost 


faith  in  Home  Rule  as  completely  as 
others  have.  It  was  once  said  of 
Italy  that  it  was  merely  a  geographical 
expression,  and  I  think  it  may  be  said 
far  more  truthfully  that  Home  Rule  is 
now  but  a  political  expression,  about 
which  they  talk  in  Party  politics,  and 
in  which  they  affect  an  interest  so  long 
as  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Mem- 
ber for  Midlothian  remains  a  force  in 
public  life.  But  beyond  this  I  think  we 
shall  hear  very  little  more  of  Home  Rule 
from  the  Opposition  Benches.  That  is 
my  view,  and  I  must,  of  course,  say  some- 
thing in  support  of  the  bare  statement. 
That  view  is,  to  some  extent,  supported 
by  the  proceedings  to-night.  We  are  told 
by  hon.  Gentlemen  below  the  Gangway 
opposite  that  the  statesmen  who  lead  in 
the  policy  of  Home  Rule  are  sure  of  a 
vast  majority  at  the  General  Election, 
that  the  people  are  in  favour  of  Home 
Rule,  that,  in  fact,  the  matter  is  settled. 
Then  in  the  face  of  this  immediate  pro- 
spect we  have  hon.  <M embers  coming  to 
the  House  and  putting  down  Amend- 
ments to  the  Address  as  though  the  sub- 
ject requires  ventilation,  and  informa- 
tion is  needed.  Now,  I  think  Home 
Rulers,  in  taking  this  action,  place  them- 
selves very  much  in  the  position  occupied 
by  "Fair  Traders."  Three  years  ago 
Conservatives,  at  large  gatherings  of 
their  Associations,  passed  resolutions  in 
favour  of  Fair  Trade,  and  everybody 
supposed  that  the  whole  Party  was  going 
to  embrace  that  policy  as  part  of  the 
Conservative  creed.  But  what  it  has 
come  to  is  this :  an  Amendment  moved 
to  the  Address,  on  which  its 
authors  do  not  think  it  desirable 
to  take  a  Division.  What  the 
hon.  Member  for  West  Belfast  will  do 
remains  to  be  seen  to-morrow.  There 
was  one  part  of  the  hon.  Member's 
speech  to  which  I  should  like  to  reply* - 
and  that  was  the  threat  to  the  effect 
that  if  we  did  not  get  rid  of  Home  Rule 
now  we  should  not  be  able  to  get  on  with 
our  own  business.  Now,  a  similar 
threat  was  made  a  long  time  ago  by  a 
Party  resembling  in  many  respects  the 
Nationalist  Party  of  to-day — a  Party 
advocating  a  policy  of  Repeal.  Of  the 
conduct  of  this  Party  Sir  Robert  Peel 
wrote  to  the  effect  that  the  members  of 
this  Party  were  insensible  to  the  effect 
of  British  opinion,  and  wished  to  dis- 
gust English  Members  and  induce  the 
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belief  that  legislation  would  be  impos- 
sible while  Repeal  was  withheld.  Now, 
that  was  some  sixty  years  ago,  but  not- 
withstanding the  obstruction  offered  to 
public  business  anyone  may  see  that 
from  that  time  to  this  we  have  passed 
legislative  measures  to  the  great  advan- 
tage of  the  Empire.  As  threats  of 
obstruction  then  were  overborne  by  the 
weight  of  public  opinion  and  the  common 
sense  of  most,  so  we  may  hope  that  the 
obstruction  threatened  in  the  future  may 
be  equally  inoperative.  Something  has 
-been  said,  and  a  good  deal  might  be 
said,  with  regard  to  the  present  social 
position  of  Ireland  since  the  present 
Government  have  been  in  office.  I 
think  I  may  put  it  in  a  word,  and  say 
that  the  effect  of  the  rule  of  my  light 
hon.  Friend  has  shown  that  the  resources 
of  statesmanship  are  not  exhausted,  and 
that  a  great  deal  more  might  have  been 
effected  for  the  good  of  the  Irish  people 
had  there  not  been  now  in  this  coun- 
try, as  there  were  in  the  days  of  Burke, 
persons  who  would  be  thoroughly  dis- 
appointed if  the  people  were  ever  satis- 
fied. Who  they  are  I  need  hardly 
point  out.  Now,  the  mention  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  West  Belfast  induced 
me  for  a  moment  to  diverge  from 
the  line  of  nry  remarks.  I  was 
saying  that  I  took  a  more  chari- 
table view  of  the  conduct  of  right 
hon.  and  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite 
in  not  producing  a  Home  Rule  Bill  than 
did  the  majority  of  the  Unionist  Party. 
I  said  that  they  had  lost  faith  in  Home 
Rule,  but  I  must  prove  that  statement — 
not  leave  it  resting  on  a  mere  allegation 
*of  my  own.  First,  I  will  cite  an 
authority  from  below  the  Gangway 
opposite,  the  hon.  Member  for  Liverpool 
i(lir.  T.  P.  O'Connor),  who  is,  I  under- 
stand, a  gentleman  deep  in  the  councils 
<qt  the  Nationalist  Party,  and  is  or  was 
president  or  chairman  of  some  association 
of  the  Home  Rule  League.  He  has 
thought  fit,  as  a  tribute  to  the  memory 
of  his  late  leader,  to  publish  a  biography 
before  the  blood  was  cold  in  his  body. 
In  the  course  of  this,  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man remarked  that  when  he  left  America 
in  March  the  cause  was  lost,  and  was 
for  the  moment  dead.  It  is  rather  a 
Hibernian  expression,  and  if  a  corpse  is 
to  be  revived,  it  is  only  by  means  of  a 
miracle,  and  this  is  not  precisely  the  age 
for  miracles.  Now,  what  does  this  mean, 
Mr.  0.  W.  Badcliffe  Cooke 


that  the  sacred  cause  of  Home  Rule  n 
dead  ?     It  means  that  the  Americans 
and  the  American-Irish,    those    whoa 
sympathy  has  done  most  to  promote  the 
Home    Rule   agitation,   have   failed  to 
keep  it  alive.   The  subscriptions  of  these 
men  in  America  were  to  the  subscrip- 
tions in  Ireland,  to  use  a  well-remem- 
bered phrase  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  Derby,  "  as  gold  is 
to  silver  or  copper."    Then,  these  men 
had  lost  faith  in  Home  Rule,  and  would 
finance  it  no  longer.     Why  ?    Was  it  on 
account  of  private  misconduct  on  the 
part  of  the  late  Mr.  Parnell?    One  can 
hardly  suppose  they  would  not  condone 
such  conduct.    Was  it  because  of  the 
ingratitude  of  the  late  leader  ?     I  think 
not,  for  ingratitude  in  public  life  is  not 
much   regarded.     What  could  it  have 
been  then?    Well,  I  think  it  was  in 
consequence  of   the    extreme    folly  of 
deposing    a    leader    on    whose    single 
personality,  to  quote  the  words  of  the 
hon.  Member  (Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor),  the 
success  of  Home  Rule  almost  exclusively 
depended.     When  the  King  of  Tenon 
claimed  the  Uncrowned  King,  if  he  had 
not  been  alienated  from  his  party  hi* 
name  would  still  have  been  a  tower  of 
strength  to  the  movement.     As  the  hon. 
Member  for  Longford  (Mr.  Healy),  in 
his  declaration  of  allegiance  at  Leanster 
Hall,  said,  the  deposition  of  the  chief 
would  lead  to  a  scramble  among  Irish 
patriots    who    should    take    his   place- 
Well,    the    dissensions    in    the    Home 
Rule  camp  showed  that  Home  Rule  was 
dead. 

(11.57.)  Mb.  McLAREN  (Cheshire, 
Crewe)  rose  in  his  place  and  clainied 
to  move  "That  the  Question  be  now 
put." 

(12.0.)  Question  put,  "That  the 
Question  be  now  put,'1  and  agreed  to. 

Question  put  accordingly, "  That  those 
words  be  there  added." 

The  House  divided :— Ayes  158 ;  Noes 
179.— (Div.  List,  No.  2.) 

Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Resolved  that  an  humble  Address 
be  presented  to  Her  Majesty,  as  fol- 
loweth : — 

u  Moot  Gracious  Sorereign, 

«  We,  Your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  mi  +P* 
subjects,  the  Common*  of  the  United  Staff- 
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Gtatoft  Britain  and  Ireland,  in  Parlia- 
lembled,  fceg  leave  to  offer  our  humble 
to  Your  Majesty  for  the  gracious 
irhich  Tour  Majesty  has  addressed  to 
msew  of  Parnaineiit. 

take  this  first  opportunity  of  offeriiigto 
a  jetty  our  sincere  condolence  in  the 
I  dispensation  of  Providence  with 
our  Majesty  and  this  nation  have  been 
in  the  death  of  His  Royal  Highness 
Ubert  Victor,  Duke  of  Clarence  and 
e. 

assure  Tour  Majesty  of  our  heartfelt 
ition  in  the  universal  feeling  of 
ly  with  Your  Majesty  and  Your 
's  family  under  this  grievous  affliction 
the  deep  sense  entertained  by  all 
of  Your  Majesty's  subjects  of  the 
r  which  the  Country  has  sustained  by 
of  a  Prince  who  had  won  for  him- 
>  general  affection  and  regard  of 
lajest/s    subjects." — (Mr,   Hermon- 

9  presented  by  Privy  Councillors. 

SUPPLY. 

lved  that  this  House  will,  upon 
sday,  resolve  itself  into  a 
fctee  to  consider  of  the  Supply  to 
ted  to  Her  Majesty. — (Mr.  Arthur 

WAYS  AND  MEANS. 

lved  that  this  House  will,  upon 
sday,  resolve  itself  into  a  Com- 
ix) consider  of  the  Ways  and  Means 
ling  the  Supply  to  be  granted  to 
ijesty. — (Mr.  Arthur  Balfour.) 

JANK  PRISON  BILL.    (No.  140.) 
id  Beading  deferred  till  Thursday. 

YANCING  AND  LAW  OP  PRO- 
T  ACT  (1881)  AMENDMENT  BILL. 

STO.  110.)     SECOND   READING. 

on  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
-{Mr.  T.  H.  Bolton.) 

T.  M.  HEALY  (Longford,  N.) : 
we  might  ask  for  some  explana- 

?t. 

T.  H.  BOLTON  (St.  Pancras,  N.) : 

small  Bill  which  obtained  a  Second 

g  last    Session.       There    is    no 

ion  to  it,  I  believe,  and  I  hope  the 

will  consent  to  take  the  Second 

gnow. 

on  agreed  to. 

read  a  second  time,  and  committed 
dnesday  next. 


SALMON  FISHERIES  (IRELAND)  ACT& 
AMENDMENT  BILL.    (No.  112.) 
Second  Reading  deferred  tMl  Thursday  _ 

PUBLIC     HOUSES     (HOURS     OF 
CLOSING)  (SCOTLAND)  BILL.   (No.  d2.> 

Adjourned  Debate  on  Second  Beading: 
deferred  from  To-morrow  till  Friday. 


ORDER  OF  BUSINES8. 

Sib  W.  HABCOUBT  (Derby) :  May 
I  ask  the  Government  what  will  be  the 
business  to-morrow  ? 

The  FIBST  LOBD  of  the  TBEA- 
SUBY  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester^ 
£.) :  To-morrow,  as  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man must  be  aware,  is  a  private  Members' 
night,  over  which  the  Government  has- 
no  control. 

Mr.  SEXTON  (Belfast,  W.) :  Does 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  mean  to  take- 
the  Irish  Local  Government  Bill  on 
Thursday? 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUB  assented. 

MOTIONS. 


FOOTPATHS    BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Shaw  Lefevre,  BUI  for 
the  better  protection  of  footpaths  and  roadside' 
wastes,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Shaw 
Lefevre,  Mr.  Bryce,  and  Sir  Walter  Foster. 

Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [BUI  158.] 

hop  substitutes'  bill. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Brookfield,  Bill  to  provide 
for  the  declaring  of  Hop  Substitutes  in  the 
brewing  of  Beer,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by 
Mr.  Brookfield,  Mr.  H.  KnatchbuU-Hugessen,. 
Mr.  Pomfret,  Sir  Edmund  Lechmere,  Mr.  Ran- 
kin, and  Mr.  Channing. 

BUI  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [BUI  159.] 

MINING  ACCIDENTS'  INSURANCE   (SCOTLAND^ 

BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Baird,  BUI  to  provide  for 
a  system  of  National  Insurance  against  Acci- 
dents in  Mines  in  Scotland,  ordered  to  be 
brought  in  by  Mr.  Baird,  Mr.  Vernon,  Mr. 
Hugh  Elliot,  Mr.  Hozier,  and  Mr.  Parkes 
Smith. 

BUI  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [BUI  100.] 

INTOXICATING   LIQUORS    (LICENCES 

REFUSED). 

Address  for — 

"Return  of  the  number  of  Victuallers r 
Beerhouse  and  other  Licences  for  the  sale  of 
Intoxicating  Liquors,  the  renewal  of  which 
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has  been  refused,  in  the  years  1890  and  1891, 
by  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  in  each  licensing 
District  in  England  and  Wales,  showing  in 
each  case  the  ground  of  refusal,  especially 
when  such  ground  was,  in  any  instance,  that 
the  Licence  was  not  required;  and  showing 
also  the  result  of  appeal,  if  any  (in  continuation 
of  Parliamentary  Paper,  No.  381,  of  Session 
1890.) "— (Sir  William  HarcourL) 

ELEMENTARY  EDUCATION  (SCHOOLS 
RECEIVING  SPECIAL  GRANTS). 

Order  [27th  July,  1891]  for  Return 
relative  thereto,  read  and  discharged ;  and, 
instead  thereof — 

Return  ordered — 

"  By  Counties,  of  the  Schools  which  received 
during  the  year  ending  the  31st  day  of  August, 
1891,  the  Special  Grants  of  £10  or  £15  under 
Articles  104  and  105  of  the  Code,  under  the 
following  heads: — Name  of  School  District — 
Population  as  returned  by  Managers: — of 
School  District "  within  two  miles  — Name 
and  denomination  of  School— Accommodation 
— Average  Attendance — Total  Grant  (including 
additional  grants) — Additional  Grants : — 
Article  104  (£10  or  £15).  Article  105  (£10). " 
(Mr.  Arthur  Acland.) 

GOVERNMENT   CONTRACTS  (WAGES). 

Address  for — 

u  Return  of  the  forms  issued  by  the  War 
Office,  Admiralty.  Board  of  Works,  and  other 
Departments  of  the  Government,  in  compli- 
ance with  the  terms  of  the  Resolution  of  the 
House  of  13th  February,  1891."— (Afr.  Sydney 
Buxton.) 

ELEMENTARY  EDUCATION  (TEACH- 

ER8'  SUPERANNUATION). 

Ordered,  That  the  Select  Committee  to  con- 
sider the  best  system  of  providing  for  the 
Superannuation  of  Public  Elementary  Teach- 
ers in  England  and  Wales  be  re-appointed.  - 
(Sir  Richard  Temple.) 

GREENWICH    HOSPITAL    (AGE 
PENSIONS). 

Return  ordered — 

"Of  Copy  of  Correspondence  relating  to 
Greenwich    Hospital  (Age  Pensions),  being 

(1)  Letter  from  the  hon.  Member  for  Wool- 
wich to  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  and 

(2)  Reply  to  the  same  with  Memorandum." — 
(Colonel  Hughes.) 

AGRARIAN      OUTRAGE8     (IRELAND). 

Copies  presented, — of  Returns  of  the 
number  of  Agrarian  Outrages  reported 
to  the  Inspector  General  of  the  Royal 
Irish  Constabulary  during  the  quarters 
ended  30th  September  and  31st  Decem- 
ber 1891  respectively  [by  Command]  ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


EVICTIONS    (IRELAND). 

Copies  presented, — of  Returns  of  the 
number  or  Evictions  which  have  come  to 
the  knowledge  of  the  Royal  Irish  Con- 
stabulary during  the  quarters  ended  30th 
September  and  31st  December  1891 
respectively  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 

PEACE    PRESERVATION    (IRELAND) 
ACT,  1881  (ORDERS). 

Copy  presented, — of  Order  in  Council 
with  respect  to  the  importation  of  Arms 
and  Ammunition  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 

ARMY  (APPROPRIATION   ACCOUNT). 

Copy  presented, — of  the  Appropria- 
tion Account  for  1890-91,  with  Report 
of  the  Comptroller  and  Auditor  General 
[by  Act]  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

ARMY      (ORDNANCE      FACTORIE8) 
(APPROPRIATION  ACCOUNT* 

Copy  presented, — of  Appropriation 
Account  of  the  sums  granted  by  Parlia- 
ment for  the  Expense  of  the  Ordnance 
Factories,  &c.,  for  the  year  ended  31st 
March  1891  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

NATIONAL    DEBT    (SAVINGS     BANKS 
AND  FRIENDLY  SOCIETIE8). 

Annual  Account  presented, — being  for 
the  period  ending  20th  November  1891 
[by  Act]  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

TREASURY  CHEST. 

Account  presented, — for  the  year 
1890-91,  with  Report  of  the  Comptroller 
and  Auditor  General  thereon  [by  Act] ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

EDUCATION  (SCOTLAND)  (CODE),  1808. 

Copy  presented, — of  Code  of  Regula- 
tions, with  Appendices,  of  the  Scotch 
Education  Department,  1892  [by  Com- 
mand] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

TRADE  REPORTS  (ANNUAL  SERIES). 

Copy  presented, — of  Diplomatic  and 
Consular  Reports  on  Trade  and  Finance, 
No.  982  (Zanzibar)  [by  Command]  ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

House  adjourned  at  twenty  nuaaftt* 
after  Twelve  o'clock. 
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poses."  and  that  Mr.  Plunket  Mr.  William 
Lowtner,  Mr.  Maclnnes,  ana  Mr.  Albert 
Bright  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. — 
(Mr.  Caldwell.) 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS, 
Tuesday,  l&th  February,  1892. 


STANDING  COMMITTEE. 

A  Btanding  Committee — for  the  consider- 
ation of  such  Public  Bills  as  may  be  committed 
to  it  by  the  House— on  the  Motion  of  the 
Chairman  of  Committees — Appointed. 

COMMITTEE  OF  SELECTION  FOR  THE 
STANDING    COMMITTEE. 

On  the  Motion  of  the  Chairman  of  Com- 
mittees— Appointed. 

The  Lords  following,  with  the  Chairman  of 
Committees,  were  named  of  the  Committee : — 


L.  Privy  Seal 

(J8.  Cadogan), 
E.  Cowper, 
E.  Stanhope, 
V.  Oxenbridge, 


L.  Balfour, 
L.  Foxford, 

(E.  Limerick), 
L.  Colville  of  Culross, 
L.  Kensington. 


The  Committee  to  meet  on  Thursday  next, 
it  a  quarter  past  Three  o'clock. 

House  adjourned  at  twenty-five 
minutes  before  Five  o'clock. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 
Tuesday,    Ibth   February,     1892. 


PRIVATE    BUSINESS. 


LONDON     AND      NORTH      WESTERN 
RAttWAY    (NEW     RAILWAYS)    BILL. 

Mb.  LLOYD-GEORGE  (Carnarvon, 
Ac.)  :  Upon  the  London  and  North 
Western  Railway  Bill  I  desire  to  say  a 
few  words,  Sir.  I  do  not  know  whether 
this  is  my  opportunity  for  doing  that  ? 

Mb.  SPEAKER:  The  Second  Read- 
ing stage  will  afford  the  hon.  Member 
a  better  opportunity. 

Ordered,  That  the  Order  (15th  February) 
that  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  the  London 
and  North  Western  Railway  (New  Railways) 
Bill  be  read,  and  discharged. 

Ordered,  That  in  lieu  thereof  leave  be  given 
to  bring  in  "  A  Bill  for  empowering  the  London 
and  North  Western  Railway  Company  to  con- 
struct new  and  widen  existing  Railways  in  the 
Counties  of  Warwick  a  id  Lancaster,  and  the 
West  Riding  of  the  Co  nty  of  York,  and  for 
conferring  powers  u  )on  that  Company  and 
the  Midland  Railway  Company  in  relation  to 
«ome  of  sneh  Railways,  and  for  other  pur- 


VOL.    I. 


[new  series.] 


LONDON     AND      NORTH      WESTERN 

RAILWAY     (HEATON    LODGE    AND 

WORTLEY    RAILWAYS)    BILL. 

Ordered,  That  the  Standing  Orders  be  sus- 
pended, and  that  leave  be  given  to  bring  in 
"  A  Bill  for  empowering  the  London  and  North 
Western  RailwayCompany  to  construct  new 
Railways  in  the  West  Riding  of  the  County 
of  York,  to  be  called  the  Heaton  Lodge  ana 
Wortley  Railways,  and  for  other  purposes," 
and  that  Mr.  Plunket,  Mr.  William  Lowther, 
Mr.  Maclnnes,  and  Mr.  Albert  Bright  do  pre- 
pare and  bring  in  the  same. — (Mr.  Caldwell.) 


PARLIAMENT  (DEBATES  AND 
PROCEEDINGS). 

Copy  ordered — 

"  Of  Contract,  dated  the  21st  day  of  Decem- 
ber, 1891,  between  the  Controller  of  the 
Stationery  Office  and  Router's  Telegram  Com- 
pany, Limited,  for  printing  and  publishing 
Reports  of  Debates  and  Proceedings  in  Par- 
liament."— (Sir  John  Gorst.) 

Copy  presented  accordingly;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
(No.  46.) 

SOLICITORS  AND  APPRENTICES 
(IRELAND)  BILL.— (No.  85.) 

Second  Beading  deferred  from  Thurs- 
day till  Thursday  25th  February. 

QUESTIONS. 


ACTS  OF  BRAVERY  IN  SAVING  LIFE 

AT  SEA. 

Mr.  BROADHURST  (Nottingham, 
W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  whether  his  attention 
has  been  drawn  to  the  many  acts  of 
heroism  in  the  saving  of  human  life 
performed  by  the  crews  of  lifeboats  and 
fishing  smacks  on  various  parts  of  the 
coast  during  the  disastrous  gales  of  the 
present  winter ;  whether,  among  other 
notable  rescues,  his  attention  has  been 
specially  directed  to  that  of  the  crew 
of  the  brig  Content,  of  Grimsby,  in  the 
North  Sea,  on  Sunday,  13th  December, 
by  James  Nunn  and  John  Day,  the 
skipper  and  third  hand  respectively  of 
the  Lowestoft  smack  Prima  Donna; 
and  whether,  having  regard  to  the 
exceptional  courage  and  seamanship 
shown  by  these  men,  he  will  advise 
Z 
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Her  Majesty  to  create  an  order  of  a 
degree  corresponding  to  that  of  the 
Victoria  Cross,  in  order  to  suitably 
reward  such  gallant  deeds ;  and 
whether  he  will  have  a  record  of  this 
and  other  special  acts  of  bravery  of  a 
similar  nature  prepared  and  placed 
within  the  public  reach  ? 
♦The  PRESIDENT  of  the  BOARD 
op  TRADE  (Sir  Michael  Hicks 
Beach,  Bristol,  W.) :  Yes,  Sir ;  my 
attention  has  been  drawn  to  many  acts 
of  heroism  performed  by  the  crews  of 
lifeboats,  fishing  smacks  and  others,  in 
saving  life  at  sea  during  the  gales  of 
the  present  winter.  I  have  approved 
the  grant  of  medals  and  other  suitable 
rewards  in  many  instances,  and  the 
particular  case  of  rescue  to  which 
the  hon.  Member  refers  is  at  the 
present  moment  under  consideration. 
So  far  back  as  1866  Her  Majesty 
instituted  a  decoration  (styled  the 
Albert  Medal)  for  rewarding  gallantry 
in  saving  life  at  sea.  This  decoration 
consists  of  two  classes,  and  is  (like  the 
Victoria  Cross)  reserved  for  cases  of 
very  exceptional  gallantry.  It  has 
since  its  institution  been  conferred  upon 
59  persons,  among  them  being  the 
coxswain  of  a  lifeboat  and  three 
masters  of  fishing  smacks.  Notices  of 
all  rewards  granted  by  the  Board  of 
Trade  are  sent  to  the  Press  and  pub- 
lished in  the  Board  of  Trade  Journal. 
Each  grant  of  the  Albert  Medal  is,  in 
addition,  gazetted  with  a  full  account 
of  the  services  for  which  it  is  conferred, 
and  a  record  of  each  case  is  also  kept 
at  the  Board  of  Trade,  as  required  by 
the  Warrant  creating  the  decoration. 
Under  these  circumstances,  I  think  the 
hon.  Member  will  agree  that  it  is  not 
necessary  for  me  to  suggest  to  Her 
Majesty  the  creation  of  a  new  decora- 
tion in  order  to  reward  cases  of  gallantry 
in  saving  life  at  sea. 

THE  PATENT  OFFICE. 

Mr.  LENG  (Dundee) :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade, 
in  view  of  the  statements  made  by  him 
to  the  House  on  the  14th  July  last, 
that  the  estimated  surplus  from  the 
Patent  Office  for  1891  was  £116,500 ; 
that  the  country  ought  not  to  look 
upon  the  Patent  Office  as  a  permanent 
source  of  income ;  and  that  it  should 

Mr.  Broadhurst 


be  considered  whether  a  reduction 
might  not  be  made  in  the  fees  on 
patents  charged  in  the  interval  between 
four  and  eight  years,  so  as  to  extend 
the  cheap  protection  now  given  for  fear 
years  to  a  longer  period :  What  steps 
have  been  taken,  or  arrangement* 
made,  to  give  effect  to  those  state- 
ments, and  when  the  'promised  reduc- 
tion will  come  into  operation  ? 

♦Sir  MICHAEL   HICKS  BEACH: 
I  think  the  hon.  Member  has  accurately 
quoted  my  observations  of  last  year, 
but  the  first  sentence  might  give  rise 
to     an    erroneous     impression.     The 
estimate  of  the  large  surplus  referred  to 
was  made  without  taking  into  considerv 
tion    additional  expenditure  proposed 
to    be    incurred  by  the  practical  re- 
building   of    the    Patent    Office,   and 
accelerating  certain  publications  con- 
nected    with     the     Department.     I 
need  not  say  if  those  matters  had  been 
considered  the  surplus  would  have  been 
a  very  different  matter.      In  pursuance 
of    the    promise    given    last    Session 
I  considered  the  matter  very  carefully 
last  autumn,    and    placed    myself  in 
communication  with  the  Treasury  in 
regard  to  it.    It  rests  with  the  Treasury 
to  decide  whether    the   scale  of  feel 
should  be  adopted  as  recommended  by 
the  Board  of  Trade.     I  am  sorry  to 
say  I  have  not  yet  been  able  to  oome 
to  any  definite  arrangement  with  my 
right  hon.   Friend  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  therefore  I  cannot  at 
the  moment  state  when  the  reduction 
of  fees  will  begin  ;  but  I  hope  no  long 
time  will  elapse  before  something  is 
done  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  LENO :  May  I  ask  the  right 
hon.  Oentleman  if  it  has  been  repre- 
sented to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer that  the  reduction  of  fees 
would  be  followed  by  a  large  increase 
in  the  application  for  patents,  and 
therefore  an  increase  of  revenue ;  and 
I  would  also  ask  whether,  with  the 
expenditure  referred  to,  there  would 
not  still  be  a  very  considerable  surplus 
left,  by  which  the  reduction  might 
be  effected  ? 

*Sni  MICHAEL  HICKS  BEACH: 
I  do  not  doubt  there  would  be  a 
surplus,  but  nothing  approaching 
£116,000.  The  whole  matter  is  under 
the  consideration  of  my  right  hon. 
Friend. 
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County  Galway. 


THE  DUTY  OP  COMMANDING  OFFI- 
CERS OF  VOLUNTEER  REGIMENTS. 
Colonel  MALCOLM  (Argyllshire) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  whether  it  is  the  duty  of  officers 
commanding  Volunteer  regiments  to 
maintain  their  battalion  as  near  as 
possible  at  their  authorised  numerical 


The  SECBETARY  op  STATE  fob 
WAR  (Mr.  E.  Stanhope,  Lincolnshire, 
Horncastle)  :  Undoubtedly  it  is  the 
duty  of  a  Commanding  Officer  to  use 
all  available  means  to  render  the  corps 
he  commands  as  efficient  as  possible 
in  regard  to  numbers,  as  well  as  in  all 
other  respects. 

POST    OFFICE    BUBBIDIES    TO    IRISH 
RAILWAYS. 

Mb:  T.  M.  HEALY  (Longford,  N.)  : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Postmaster  General 
would  he  have  any  difficulty  in  giving 
a  Return  showing  the  subsidies  paid  by 
the  Post  Office  Department  to  the 
different  Irish  Railways,  the  mileage 
run  in  each  case,  the  nature  of  the 
service  afforded,  and  the  populations 
and  valuations  of  the  various  towns 
and  districts  served  by  each  Company 


♦The  POSTMASTER  GENERAL 
(Sir  James  Fergus  son,  Manchester, 
N.E.) :  The  payments  made  to  Irish 
Railway  Companies  for  the  conveyance 
of  mails  will  be  found  on  page  92  of 
the  last  Estimates  for  Revenue  De- 
partments. The  contracts  with  the 
principal  Railway  Companies  include 
the  running  of  one  or  more  mail  trains, 
the  speed  of  which  is  settled  by  agree- 
ment with  the  Post  Office,  and  also  the 
right  to  send  bags  of  mails  by  other 
trains.  To  give  a  Return  of  the  total 
mileage  bo  run  by  such  trains  would 
be  difficult,  and  as  a  Department  we 
do  not  possess  information  as  to  the 
populations  and  valuations  of  the 
towns  and  districts  served  by  the 
Companies. 

Mb,  T.  M.  HEALY  :  May  I  ask  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  will  he  give  us  a 
few  of  the  particulars,  say,  the  sums 
allowed  to  each  of  the  four  Provinces — 
to  the  Great  Western,  the  Midland, 
the  Great  Southern  and  Western,  and 
the  Dublin,  Wicklow,  and  Wexford 
Companies.      If  he  will  give  us  the 
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amount  paid  for  each,  then  we  will 
figure  out  the  mileage  and  populations 
for  ourselves  ? 

-Sir  JAMES  FERGUSSON  :  Of 
course,  the  railways  run  through  more 
than  one  Province ;  and  there  are  the 
rates  of  speed  and  various  considera- 
tions to  be  taken  into  account.  I  do 
not  see  my  way  to  giving  such  a 
Return. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY :  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  knows  what  we  require,  he 
knows  the  object  with  which  we  ask 
for  the  Return.  We  want  to  sea 
whether  the  Counties  of  Wicklow  anrl 
Wexford  could  not  be  better  served. 
I  shall  put  a  further  question,  and 
shall  continue  questions  on  the  subject. 

COLONISATION    IN     BRITISH 
COLUMBIA. 

Mr.  LODER  (Brighton)  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
whether  any  agreement  has  yet  been 
arrived  at  with  the  Government  of 
British  Columbia  in  respect  of  the 
scheme  of  colonisation  recommended 
by  the  Select  Committee  on  Colonisa- 
tion which  sat  last  Session  ;  and 
whether  Her  Majesty's  Government 
contemplate  bringing  in  a  Bill  to  carry 
it  into  effect  ? 

The  CHANCELLOR  op  the  EX- 
CHEQUER (Mr.  Goschen,  St. 
George's,  Hanover  Square)  :  The  ar- 
rangements to  which  my  hon.  Friend 
alludes,  and  which  Her  Majesty's 
Government  are  prepared  to  carry  out, 
were  communicated  to  the  Representa- 
tives of  British  Columbia  on  10th  June 
last,  but  no  reply  has,  up  to  the 
present,  been  received. 

TELEGRAPHIC  STATIONS,  COUNTY 
GALWAY. 

Mr.  SHEEHY  (Galway,  S.)  :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Postmaster  General  whether 
he  is  prepared  to  establish  telegraphic 
stations  in  the  villages  of  Mount shan  on 
and  Whitegate,  County  Galway ;  and 
whether  be  can  establish  direct  postal 
communication  between  Woodford  and 
Whitegate,  considering  that  the  addi- 
tional cost  would  be  so  small,  as  a 
rural  messenger  runs  daily  half  the 
journey  between  these  two  centres? 

'Sir  JAMES  FERGUSSON:  Inquiry 
was  made  in  1884  and  1885  as  to  the 
Z  2 
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feasibility  of  establishing  telegraph 
offices  at  Mountshanon  and  White- 
gate,  but  it  appeared  that  the  expense 
would  be  very  considerable,  and  that, 
on  the  other  hand,  the  revenue  would 
be  insignificant.  I  shall,  however,  be 
glad  to  have  further  inquiry  made,  and  to 
let  the  hon.  Member  know  the  result. 
As  regards  direct  postal  communication 
between  Woodford  and  Whitegate, 
applications  have  been  several  times 
considered,  but  it  has  always  been 
found  that  the  necessary  expense  would 
be  quite  disproportionate  to  the  postal 
advantage  to  be  secured. 

SCOTTISH  PIER  AND  HARBOUR 

WORK8. 
Mr.  BUCHANAN  (Edinburgh,  W.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  whether  he  is  aware  that,  in 
the  printed  form  of  agreement  to  be 
signed  by  a  contractor,  for  the  con- 
struction of  Scottish  piers  and  other 
works,  under  "  The  Pier  and  Harbour 
Orders  Confirmation  (No.  1)  Act,  1891," 
there  are  clauses  to  the  effect  (Clauses 
7  and  8)  that  arbitration  (if  necessary) 
is  to  be  conducted  under  the  English 
Arbitration  Act  of  1889,  and  that  agree- 
ments are  to  be  interpreted  and 
disputes  decided  by  the  Law  of 
England,  and  the  contractors  are 
obliged  to  submit  themselves  to  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  High  Court  of 
Justice  in  England  ;  whether  this  form 
of  agreement  is  issued  under  the 
authority  of  the  Board  of  Trade ; 
whether  it  is  with  the  sanction  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government  that  this  new 
extension  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
English  Courts  in  Scotland  is  being 
introduced,  and  Scotchmen,  who  tender 
for  works  to  be  done  in  Scotland,  are 
asked  as  a  condition  of  their  tender 
being  accepted  to  forgo  their  right  of 
being  tried  in  their  own  country  and 
by  their  own  Laws ;  and  whether  the 
Board  of  Trade  will  take  care  that  no 
similar  clauses  are  inserted  in  the 
conditions  of  tender  for  works  in  Scot- 
land in  future  ? 

-Sir  MICHAEL  HICKS  BEACH : 
No  particular  form  of  agreement  is 
authorised  or  even  mentioned  in  the 
Pier  and  Harbour  Orders  made  by  the 
Board  of  Trade  and  confirmed  by  the 
Pier  and  Harbour  Orders  Confirmation 
(No.  1)  Act,  1891.     I  am  not  aware  of, 

Sir  James  Fergiisson 


and  consequently  have  not  authorised, 
the  form  to  which  the  hon.  Member 
refers ;  and  I  can  only  surmise  that  it 
is  a  matter  between  the  undertaken 
of  the  Order  and  their  contractor,  with 
which  the  Board  of  Trade  have  nothing 
whatever  to  do. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  :  Will  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  undertake  that  in 
future  contracts  undertaken  with  the 
approval  of  the  engineers  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  such  supervision  shall  be 
exercised  that  no  such  clause  shall  be 
inserted  ? 

*Sik  MICHAEL  HICKS  BEACH: 
I  do  not  think  I  have  the  power  to  do 
that.  I  think  it  is  a  matter  between 
the  undertakers  of  the  piers  and  their 
contractors. 

Mb.  BUCHANAN :  I  will  endeavour 
to  put  a  further  question  on  the  subject, 
failing  a  satisfactory  answer  to  which 
I  shall  be  obliged  to  call  attention  to 
the  subject  in  another  manner. 

STATIONERY  OFFICE  CONTRACTORS' 

CIRCULAR. 

Mr.  PICKERSGILL  (Bethnil 
Green,  S.W.):  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury  whether  he  wH 
lay  upon  the  Table  of  the  House  a  cony 
of  the  Circular  which  is  being  sent  by 
the  Stationery  Office  to  all  con- 
tractors ? 

The  SECRETARY  to  the  TREA- 
SURY (Sir  John  Gorst,  Chatham): 
The  question  was  practically  answered 
yesterday,  when  I  said  I  would  lay  on 
the  Table  a  Return  giving  the  informa- 
tion. 

THE  GLASGOW  AND  EDINBURGH 
POBT  OFFICES. 

Dr.  CAMERON  (Glasgow,  College): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Postmaster  General 
whether  it  is  true,  as  stated  in  the 
Scottish  newspapers,  that  it  has  been 
determined  to  place  the  Glasgow  Post 
Office  under  the  control  of  the  Edin- 
burgh Post  Office  establishment,  in 
many  matters  concerning  which  Glas- 
gow has  for  years  past  communicated 
direct  with  London ;  whether  he  is 
aware  that  the  system  of  direct  com- 
munication with  London  was  adopted 
in  consequence  of  numerous  complaints 
as  to  the  delay  occasioned  by  the  refer- 
ence to  Edinburgh  of  questions  which 
had  to  be  decided  in  London ;  and  if  he 
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would  be  bo  good  as  to  explain  the 
exact  nature  of  any  changes  proposed  ? 

Sir  GEOBGB  TBEVELYAN 
(Glasgow,  Bridgeton)  had  also  notice  of 
the  following  question :  To  ask  the 
Postmaster  General  whether  any  steps 
have  been  taken  towards  carrying  on 
the  postal  administration  of  Glasgow 
through  the  postal  authorities  of  Edin- 
burgh ;  and,  if  so,  what  is  the  character 
and  scope  of  the  change  ? 

Mb.  CALDWELL  {Glasgow,  St. 
Bollox),  on  the  same  subject,  had 
notice  to  ask  the  Postmaster  General 
whether  any  arrangement  has  recently 
been  made  for  subordinating  business 
transacted  at  Glasgow  Post  Office  to 
the  Post  Office  staff  at  Edinburgh ;  if 
so,  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  new 
arrangement,  and  the  reasons  for 
making  the  same? 

*Sib  JAMES  FERGUSSON :  I  will 
answer  the  group  of  questions  on  this 
subject  together  with  a  question  of 
which  I  have  had  private  notice  from 
the  hon.  Member  for  the  Central 
Division  of  Glasgow  (Mr.  Baird). 
I  am  aware  of  the  feeling  which 
prompts  these  Questions,  especially  as 
I  belong  myself  to  the  West  of  Scotland; 
but  there  is  a  certain  misapprehension 
involved.  It  is  intended  that  for  all 
postal,  that  is  public  purposes,  the 
Glasgow  Post  Office  shall  remain  as 
heretofore.  The  Postmaster  will  still 
be  Surveyor  of  the  Glasgow  District  as 
well  as  Postmaster  of  Glasgow,  and 
there  will  be  no  diminution  of  his 
powers.  The  only  change  that  has 
been  made  is  one  affecting  internal 
administration,  in  which  the  public  have 
no  concern.  For  example,  any  question 
regarding  accounts  has  of  late  been 
referred  from  Glasgow  to  London,  from 
London  to  Edinburgh,  where  the 
accounts  for  Scotland  are  kept,  back  to 
London,  and  again  back  to  Glasgow. 
By  sending  such  questions  to  the 
Surveyor  General  for  Scotland,  and,  if 
necessary,  through  him  to  London, 
there  will  be  simplification  and  greater 
despatch.  Moreover,  as  between 
Glasgow  and  London,  owing  to  the 
Postmaster  being  also  Surveyor,  there 
will  be  one  stage  less  than  at  other 
places  in  Sootland. 


Mb.  ROCHE  (Galway,  E.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether,  in  view 
of  the  fact  that  Lord  Ashbrook's  tenants 
have  repeatedly  offered  to  accept  any 
fair  or  reasonable  terms,  he  will  refuse 
to  lend  the  forces  of  the  Crown  to  assist 
Lord  Ashbrook  to  carry  out  evictions 
on  that  portion  of  his  estate  near 
Shannon  Bridge,  in  the  King'sCounty? 

The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  tob 
IRELAND  (Mr.  W.  L.  Jackson,  Leeds, 
N.)  :  No,  Sir ;  I  can  give  no  such  under- 
taking as  the  hon.  Member  asks.  The 
protection  of  the  police  must  be  given 
to  those  who  have  a  right  to  it,  if  it  be 


SOUTH  KENSINGTON  MUSEUM. 

Mb.  BARTLEY  (Islington,  N.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  First  Commissioner  of 
Works  whether  any  steps  have  been 
taken  to  carry  out  the  successful  design 
for  the  completion  of  the  South  Ken- 
sington  Museum  ? 

Thb  FIRST  COMMISSIONER  op 
WORKS  (Mr.  Plunket,  Dublin 
University)  :  During  the  Autumn  Mr. 
Aston  Webb,  the  successful  architect, 
has  been  at  work  on  the  plans,  making 
such  alterations  in  the  details  of 
arrangements  as  have  been  suggested 
by  the  Science  and  Art  Department 
and  the  Office  of  Works.  Some  time 
will  be  required  for  completion  of  work- 
ing drawings,  and  for  certain  preliminary 
works  necessary  to  clear  the  site,  and 
to  provide  for  the  work  of  the  Science 
and  Art  Department  proceeding  without 
interruption  during  the  progress  of  the 
works,  and  in  these  circumstances  it  is 
not  proposed  to  do  more  this  year  than 
carry  out  these  preliminary  works. 

LIGHTING  THE  LIBRARY. 
Mb.  BARTLEY  (Islington,  N.) :   I 

beg  to  ask  the  First  Commissioner  of 
Works  whether  one  of  the  rooms  in 
the  Library  can  be  lighted  with  candles? 

Mb.  PLUNKET :  In  reply  to  my 
hon.  Friend,  I  may  say  there  are  lamps 
in  the  rooms  if  hon.  Members  choose 
to  have  them  lighted. 

Mb.  BARTLEY  :  I  am  quite  aware 
of  that ;  but  what  I  mean  is,  will  the 
electric  light  be  removed  from  one  of 
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the  rooms  ?  The  glare  from  this  light 
is  so  intense  that  many  Members  can- 
not stand  it  ? 

Mb.  PLTJNKET :  I  am  afraid  there 

will  not  be  universal  assent  to  that. 


Mb.  BABTLEY :  I  beg  to  ask  the 

Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  whether 
the  vacant  Special  Commissi  oner  ship 
for  Income  Tax  has  yet  been  filled  up  ; 
and,  if  so,  who  has  been  appointed  ? 

The  CHANCELLOB  op  the  EX- 
CHBQUEB(Mr.  GoscHEN.St.  George's, 
Hanover  Square) :  The  vacancy  was 
caused  by  the  retirement  of  Mr.  Daniel 
O'Connell.  My  right  hon.  Friend  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  has  ap- 
pointed in  his  place  Mr.  Walter  Gyles, 
a  member  of  the  Irish  Bar. 

STREET  BETTING  IN  BELFAST. 
Colored  WAEING  (Down,  N.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Attorney  General  for 
Ireland  whether  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  the  street  betting  which  goes 
on  in  Belfast  apparently  unchecked  by 
the  police,  and  whether  he  will  take 
steps  to  insure  greater  vigilance  in  its 
suppression  ? 


Mb.  SEXTON  (Belfast,  W.) :  As  I 
am  Member  for  the  City  of  Belfast, 
which  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  is 
not,  and  as  the  question  contains  a 
serious  allegation  against  the  police 
and  the  habits  of  the  population  of 
Belfast,  perhaps  I  may  be  allowed  to 
ask  if  the  Government  are  in  possession 
of  any  specific  information  that  Belfast 
differs  in  this  respect  from  any  other 
great  city  ? 

The  ATTORNEY  GENEBAL  fob 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Madden,  Dublin  Uni- 
versity) :  My  attention  has  only  been 
called  to  this  matter  by  the  Question 
being  put  on  the  Paper.  I  have  referred 
the  matter  to  the  police  for  their 
Report.  In  answer  to  the  hon.  Member 
opposite,  I  may  say  that  up  to  the 
present  no  Report  on  the  subject  from 
the  police  has  reached  me. 


Db.    M'DONALD    (Ross  and    Cro- 
marty) :   I  beg  to  aBk  the  Lord  Advo- 
cate whether,  in  appointing  a  gentleman 
Mr.  Bartiey 


{COMMONS}  and  Mr.  Morrison.  668 

for  the  now  vacant  Procurator  Fisoal- 
jbip  for  the  Western  District  of  Boh 
and  Cromarty,  he  will  take  care  that 
the  gentleman  appointed  shall  be  able 
no  speak  the  Gaelic  language,  and  also 
shall,  according  to  repeated  promise* 
torn  his  predecessors,  be  prohibited 
Tom  holding  other  offices  in  conjunc- 
tion with  hie  fiscalship ;  and  whether 
such  a  stipulation  has  been  carried  out 
in  the  case  of  the  Fiscal  recently 
appointed  for  Lewis ;  and,  if  not,  will 
he  explain  on  what  grounds  ? 
*The  LOBD  ADVOCATE  (Sir  C.  J. 
Peabbon,  Edinburgh  and  St.  Andrew's 
Universities) :  I  cannot  give  any  under- 
taking that  a  knowledge  of  the  Gaelie 
'.anguage  will  be  regarded  as  essential 
jn  appointing  to  the  vacant  office  re- 
ferred to,  as  there  are,  in  my  opinion, 
other  qualifications  of  more  importance. 
I  am  not  aware  of  any  promises  made 
by  my  predecessor  in  regard  to  suoh 
appointments;  but  on  several  occa- 
sions, and  once  in  answer  to  the  hon. 
Member,  it  was  stated  that  the  question 
of  restricting  the  holders  from  private 
practice  is  always  considered,  and  in 
recent  cases  they  have  been  so  re- 
stricted. While  this  restriction  it 
imposed  it  is  usual  to  insert  in  the 
Commission  liberty  to  hold  snob 
offices  of  a  public  nature  as  the  Sheriff 
may  approve,  and  this  was  done  in  the 
case  referred  to  in  the  latter  part  of  the 
question. 


THE  JUSTICES  OP  DRONPIEJJ1  AMD 
MB,  HARRISON. 
Mb.  LABOUCHERE  (Northamp- 
ton) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department 
whether  his  attention  has  been  called 
to  the  action  of  the  Justices  of  Dron- 
field,  in  Derbyshire,  in  dismissing  ■ 
summons  against  certain  gamekeepers 
of  the  Duke  of  Rutland,  obtained  by 
Mr.  Harrison,  although  it  was  ad- 
mitted that  these  gamekeepers  had 
hindered  that  gentleman  from  walking 
along  a  high  road  on  a  moor,  on  the 
ground  that  a  grouse  drive  was  pro- 
ceeding, and  that,  on  his  refusing  to 
withdraw,  he  was  held  back  by  three 
of  the  gamekeepers  for  18  minutes; 
whether  his  attention  has  been  also 
called  to  the  fact  that  three  policemen 
were  present  during  this  assault,  and 
refused  to  give  Mr.  Harrison  any  pro- 


The  Irish  and  Scotch      {16  February,  1892}        Education  Grants. 


570 


tectioa,  or  to  interfere  with  the  action 
of  the  gamekeepers ;  whether  he  ie 
aware  that  the  defence  of  these  game- 
keepers, submitted  by  their  solicitor  to 
the  Justices,  was  that  it  was  a  bare- 
faced attempt  on  the  part  of  Mr. 
Harrison  to  interfere  with  the  legiti- 
mate sport  of  gentlemen,  and  that  the 
^summons  ought  to  be  dismissed  in 
-order  to  show  complainant  that  he 
-could  not  be  permitted  to  behave  in  a 
manner  which  had  become  intolerable  ; 
-and  what  action  he  proposes  to  take  in 
the  matter  ? 

-The  SECRETARY  op  STATE  pou 
•ran  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr. 
Matthews,  Birmingham,  E.) :  1  have 
received  a  Report  of  the  case  referred 
to  by  the  hon.  Member.  This  Report 
contains  several  particulars  not  men- 
tioned in  the  Question.  The  events 
■occurred  on  8th  October,  and  the  sum 
monB  was  taken  out  on  2nd  November. 
The  summons  having  been  heard,  the- 
magistrates  dismissed  it,  solely  on  the 
ground  that  the  assault  complained 
of  was  of  a  slight  and  trifling 
nature,  and  came  within  Section  16  of 
"The  Summary  Jurisdiction  Act,  1879." 
An  application  to  the  High  Court  for  a 
mandamus  was  refused  on  13th  January. 
I  ana  informed  that  the  complainant 
has  now  commenced  an  action  for 
damages  against  the  gamekeepers ;  and, 
under  these  circumstances,  it  would  be 
improper  for  me  to  express  an  opinion 
or  to  take  action  in  the  matter  until  the 
litigation  has  closed. 

Mb.  LABOUCHERE:  I  would  ask 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  whether  it  is 
intended  to  take  any  action  in  this 
matter  in  regard  to  the  policemen 
who  witnessed  this  "  trifling  assault  " 
lor  some  twenty  minutes? 
*Mb.  MATTHEWS  :  From  the  Report 
lupplied  to  me  there  appears  to  be  some 
ioubt  as  to  the  nature  of  the  alleged 
iseaolt ;  and  until  that  doubt  is  cleared 
ip  by  further  inquiry,  I  do  not  propose 
o  take  any  action. 

HOURS  OF  RAILWAY  SERVANTS. 

Mb.  CHAHNING  (Northampton, 
E.) :  I  beg  to  aak  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  whether  the  Board  of 
[Yade  have,  since  last  Session,  ordered 
my  further  Returns  of  the  hours  of 
'ail way  servants,  which   would  show 


whether  the  Railway  Companies  have 
made  any  substantial  changes  in  the 
hours  of  duty  since  December,  1890  ? 
*8m  MICHAEL  HICKS  BEACH :  I 
quite  agree  with  the  suggestion  con- 
tained in  the  Question,  that  we  ought 
to  obtain  some  later  information  in  the 
form  supplied  for  1890.  I  believe  the 
changes  have  been  considerable.  I 
have  not  yet  been  able  to  settle  the  pre- 
cise month  which  should  be  taken.  Of 
course,  I  desire  to  take  as  late  a  month 


Return  may  be  ordered  in  a  few  days. 

THE  COINAGE  ACT,  189L 
Mr.  HENRY  H.  FOWLER  (Wol- 
verhampton, E.) :  1  beg  to  ask  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  whether 
any  steps  have  been  taken  to  carry  out 
the  provisions  of  "  The  Coinage  Act, 
1891"? 

Mr.  GOSCHEN:  An  Order  in 
Council  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out 
the  provisions  of  the  Act  is  now  ready, 
and  will  be  submitted  for  approval  at 
the  next  Council.  We  shall  then  be 
prepared  to  proceed  at  once  with  the 
issue  of  a  Proclamation  to  announce 
that  light  gold  will  be  received  at  the 
Bank  of  England.  The  sum  of  £400,000 
has  been  issued  and  invested  in  accord- 
ance with  the  provisions  of  the  Act. 


Mb.  SEXTON  (Belfast,  WJ  :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
whether,  looking  at  the  urgency  of  the 
Irish  Education  Bill,  which  should  be 
disposed  of  at  the  end  of  the  financial 
year,  nowat  six  weeks'  distance,  he  will 
aause  this  Bill  to  be  brought  in  after 
the  introductory  stage  of  the  Irish 
Local  Government  Bill  is  disposed  of 
on  Thursday? 

The  FIRST  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  J.  Bawour,  Manchester, 
E.) :  I  am  afraid  it  will  be  impossible 
to  dispose  of  the  Bill  before  the  end  of 
the  financial  year.  At  one  time  I  did 
hope  it  would  be  possible ;  but,  con- 
sidering the  amount  of  business  to  be 
got  through,  I  cannot  hold  out 
any  hope  that,  even  if  the  Bill 
were  brought  in  at  once,  we  could 
pass  it  within  the  time,  having 
ia  view  the  very  important  questions 
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raised  by  the  Bill.  As  the  House 
knows,  it  does  not  merely  deal  with 
the  question  of  assisted  education,  but 
with  other  questions,  such  as  a  modified 
form  of  compulsion,  and  its  provisions 
cannot  be  expected  to  pass  without  a 
certain  amount  of  discussion.  The 
money  with  which  the  Bill  deals  will 
partly  accrue  during  the  coming  year, 
and  will,  in  part,  be  money  which  has 
accrued  in  the  current  year.  Proposals 
will  be  made  for  dealing  with  the 
money  of  the  current  year  up  to  the 
end  of  March,  and  a  Supplementary 
Estimate  will  be  presented  in  time  for 
the  money  to  be  disposed  of.  The  Bill 
dealing  with  the  general,  the  perma- 
nent allocation  of  the  funds,  will  be 
brought  forward  at  a  later  date.. 

Mr.  SEXTON :  How  soon  may  we 
expect  to  have  the  Bill  in  our  hands  ? 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  The  hon. 
Gentleman  is  quite  right  in  seeking 
early  information  as  to  the  Bill.  It 
will  require  consideration  in  Ireland 
from  all  interested  in  education  on 
every  side  of  this  much  controverted 
subject.  I  hope  it  may  be  in  the  hands 
of  Members  in  the  course,  say,  of  ten 
days  at  latest.  Of  course,  if  hon. 
Members  would  be  willing  to  abstain 
from  a  First  Beading  discussion,  it  could 
be  distributed  in  a  very  few  days. 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  (Tyrone,  S.) : 
Is  it  contemplated  to  make  any  state- 
ment on  introducing  the  Bill  ? 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  will 
leave  my  right  hon.  Friend  to  answer 
that.  He  is  not,  at  the  moment,  in  the 
House. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN 
(Stirling,  &c.) :  Will  the  same  plan  be 
adopted  in  regard  to  the  Scotch  money 
— two  item 8,  two  portions  ? 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  The  two 
cases  are  different,  the  Scotch  Bill  is 
shorter  and,  I  think,  much  less  con- 
troversial ;  so  I  hope  we  may  dispose 
of  it  within  the  financial  year. 

Mr.  SEXTON  :  May  we  hope  that 
the  Supplementary  Estimate  will  be 
circulated  in  such  time  as  will  allow 
full  consideration  of  the  proposals 
before  the  Vote  is  taken  ? 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR  :  Certainly. 


NEW  MEMBER  SWORN. 
John  Archibald  Willcox,  esquire,  for 
Liverpool  (Everton  Division.) 

Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour 


FOOTPATHS  PRESERVATION  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Jesse  Collings,  Bill  for 
the  Preservation  of  Footpaths,  oraered  to  be 
brought  in  by  Mr.  Jesse  Collings,  8ir  Edward 
Birkbeck,  Mr.  Hobhouse,  Mr.  Coat,  and  Mr. 
Story-Maskelyne. 

Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [BiHlSL} 

TRADE   UNION     PROVIDENT     FUNDS   BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Howell,  Bill  to  exempt  tat 
Funds  of  Trade  Unions  paying  prorideat 
benefits  to  their  members  from  the  pajiasal 
of  Income  Tax  on  their  investments,  ordered 
to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Howell,  Mr.  Broad- 
hurst,  Mr.  Burt,  Mr.  Fenwick,  and  Mr.  Joha 
Wilson. 

Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [Bill  168.] 

CRIMINAL  CASES  APPEALS  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Sir  Henry  James,  Bui  to 
establish  a  Court  of  Appeal  in  Criminal  Cases, 
ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Sir  Henry  Janet, 
Mr.  Asquith,  and  Sir  Albert  RoUit. 

BUI  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [BU1163L] 

FIRE   INQUESTS   BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Brookfield,  Bill  to  pro- 
vide for  the  holding  of  Fire  Inquests,  ordered 
to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Brookfield,  Mr.  Nobis, 
Mr.  Oainsford  Bruce,  and  Mr.  Octayiut  V. 
Morgan. 

Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [Bill  M.} 

LOCAL     COURTS     OP     BANKRUPTCY    (IRE- 
LAND)  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  M<Cartan,  Bill  to  amend 
the  Law  relating  to  Local  Courts  of  Bank- 
ruptcy in  Ireland,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by 
Mr.  M'Cartan,  Mr.  Sexton,  Mr.  Macartney* 
Mr.  Maurice  Healy,  and  Mr.  Knox.    

Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [BH1165.} 

RANGES    ACT     (1891)   AMENDMENT  BILL* 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Shaw  Lefevre,  Bill  to 
amend  "  The  Ranges  Act,  1891,"  ordered  to  as 
brought  in  by  Mr.  Shaw  Lefevre,  Mr.  Bryes, 
Mr.  Compton,  8ir  Walter  Foster,  and  Mr* 
Hoare. 

Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [Bill  166.] 

BEER  ADULTERATION   (No.  2)    BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Quilter,  Bill  for  bettor 
securing  the  purity  of  beer,  ordered  to  be 
brought  in  by  Mr.  Quilter,  Mr.  H encage,  Vis- 
count Wolmer,  Sir  Henry  8elwin  Ibbetsoo, 
Mr.  Herbert  Gardner,  Mr.  Francis  Stevenson, 
Mr.  Gurdon,  Colonel  Anstrnther,  and  Mr. 
Llewellyn. 

Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [Bill  167.) 

SALE^OF    FOOD  AND    DRUGS  ACT  (1875) 
AMENDMENT   BILL. 

On  Motion  oflkTCameronj"  Bill  to  amend 
"  The  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1875," 
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ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Dr.  Cameron,  Mr. 
Chinning,  Mr.  Provand,  Dr.  Farquharson,  and 
Mr.  Thomas  Dickson. 

Bill  presented,  andread  first  time.  [Bill  168.] 

HOURS  OP  RAILWAY  SERVANTS. 
(4.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 


"  That  the  Select  Committee  be  re-appointed 
to  inquire  whether,  and,  if  so,  in  what  way, 
the  Hours  worked  by  Railway  Servants  should 
bo  restricted  by  legislation. 

That  the  Committee  do  consist  of  Twenty- 
six  Members." 

*Mr.    J.    E.    ELLIS    (Nottingham, 
Bushcliffe) :  I  do  not  rise  in  any  way 
to  oppose  the  re-appointment   of  the 
Committee,  but   I  should  like  to  ask 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  as 
to  when  we  m.ay  expect  the  labours  of 
the  Committee  to  be  brought  to  a  con- 
clusion.      This    Committee    was    ap- 
pointed after  a  very  interesting  discus- 
sion on  a  Motion  of  my  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  Northamptonshire  (Mr. 
Channing).     The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
on  that  occasion  declared  that  he  meant 
business,  and  a  little  later  in  the  evening 
the  late  Mr.  W.  H.  Smith  emphatically 
endorsed  the  attitude  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  and  said  the  fact  that  there 
had  been  overtime  was  the  basis  of  the 
appointment  of  the  Committee.     Now, 
on  the  3rd  of  February,  when  I  ventured 
to    put    down    a     somewhat    limited 
Amendment  to  the  Resolution  the  right 
hon.    Gentleman  pointed  out  certain 
consequences  that  would  flow  from  it 
and  asked  me  to  withdraw  it,  which  I 
did  after  a  very  emphatic  declaration 
that  he  accepted  the  situation  as  dis- 
closed in  the  Reports  of  the  Inspectors. 
The  hon.   Member  for  Stafford   (Mr. 
Salt),  a  gentleman  of  much  experience 
and  the  Chairman  of  one  of  the  great 
Railway  Companies,  went  so  far  as  to 
say  that  the   Committee  would  close 
their  labours  in  a  week  or  two.     But 
the  Committee,  which  consisted  of  26 
Members — a  rather  unworkable  number 
— have  had  a  large  number  of  sittings ; 
they  have  already  examined  some  30 
witnesses,  and  asked  no  fewer    than 
10,000  questions,  and    the    appeal    I 
would  make  to  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man is  that  he  will,  in  so  far  as  in  him 
lies,  undertake  to  do  what  he  undertook 
to  do  last  year,  namely,   to  get  the 
Committee  to  move  at  a  reasonably 


rapid  pace,  so  that  we  may  have  its 
Report  as  soon  as  possible.  This  is  an 
extremely  important  matter  to  railway 
servants  throughout  the  United  King- 
dom. No  one  reading  the  very  large 
Blue  Book  will  contend  that  some  of  the 
questions  asked  have  not  been  a  little 
wide  of  the  actual  scope  of  the  Committee 
as  defined  in  the  Resolution  of  the  23rd 
January  last  year.  I  hope  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  will  be  able  to  assure 
us  that  we  may  entertain  something, 
like  hope  of  a  result  this  Session. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Longford,  N.) :  I 
desire  to  point  out  to  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  the  state  of  the  representation 
of  Irish  Members  sitting  on  this  side  of 
the  House  on  this  Committee.      The 
Irish  Members  form  practically  one- 
sixth  of  the  House,   and  yet  on  this. 
Committee  which  numbers  26  there  are: 
only  two  Irish  Members.     I  think  we 
are  entitled  to  a  larger  representation. 
My  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  South 
Donegal    (Mr.    Swift  Mac  Neill)  has 
not  been  very  well    able    to    attend 
this  Committee,  but  his  name  is  put 
down  again  without  his  being  asked  as. 
to  whether  he  can  give  the  necessary 
attention  to  a  matter  of  this  importance. 
At  the    present  time  there  is  a  very 
keen  anxiety  among  railway  servants' 
in  Ireland,  where  there  have  already 
been  two  unpleasant  strikes  in  reference 
to  this  matter,  which  it  is  very  desirable- 
should  be  quickly  settled.     The  case  of 
Ireland  differs  from  that  of  England  or 
Scotland,  and  I  think  that  they  should, 
have  a  little  more  attention    and    & 
stronger  representation  on  the  Com- 
mittee. 

*The  PRESIDENT  op  the  BOARD 
op  TRADE  (Sir  Michael  Hicks  Beach, 
Bristol,  W.) :  With  regard  to  the  point 
raised  by  the  hon.  Gentleman  who  has- 
just  sat  down,  he  will  recollect  that  the*. 
Select  Gommittee  was  originally  ap- 
pointed after  the  usual  practice  by 
arrangement  between  the  repre- 
sentatives of  all  sections  of  ther 
House.  When  the  appointment  came- 
to  be  discussed,  it  was  objected  that 
the  labour  interest  was  not  sufficiently 
represented.  Two  hon.  Members  were 
thereupon  added  to  the  Committee,  and 
no  doubt  that  did  leave  the  Irish  re- 
presentation rather  smaller  than  per- 
haps it  might  otherwise  have  been.     0£ 
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Mb.  SEXTON:  It  will  simplily 
matters  if  I  accept  the  suggestion  of 
the  hon.  Member. 

Colonel  WARING  pown,  N.):  I 
think  the  interests  of  the  Irish  raitwi; 
labourers  would  be  fully  considered  by 
the  Committee  as  it  stands ;  but  I  mutt 
protest  against  the  idea  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  North  Longford  (Mr. 
Healy),  that,  we  sitting  on  this  side  of 
the  House  do  not  take  as  been  an  in- 
terest as  Gentlemen  sitting  opposite  in 
Irish  railway  servants. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  I  did  not  mean 
to  say  that  the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentle- 
man did  not  have  the  interests  of  the 
railway  servant  at  heart. 

(M    ""  


course,  there  is  no  objection  whatever 
to  the  discharge  of  the  Member  for 
South  Donegal  if  he  is  unable  to  attend, 
and  the  substitution  of  another  Mem- 
ber. I  hope,  however,  the  House  will 
not  alter  the  constitution  of  the  Com- 
mittee, which  was  only  arrived  at  after 
very  considerable  debate,  and  also 
because  the  Committee  has  already 
listened  to  a  vast  amount  of  evidence. 
No  one  can  be  more  disappointed  than 
I  was  at  the  Committee  being  unable 
to  report  last  Session.  The  Members 
of  the  Committee  will  bear  me  out  that 
the  Committee  were  unanimous  in  con- 
sidering it  to  be  impossible  to  arrive 
at  a  Report  last  Session,  and  in  recom- 
mending their  re -appointment  this  year. 
With  regard  to  our  proceedings  this 
year,  I  can  assure  the  hon.  Member  for 
the  Rushcliffe  Division  that  so  far  as  I 
am  concerned  I  shall  desire  that  they 
should  be  as  expeditious  as  possible, 
and  I  do  not  think  there  can  be  any 
reason  to  doubt  that  we  shall  be  able  to 
arrive  at  a  decision  before  the  close  of 
the  present  Session. 

(4.13.)  Mb.  SEXTON  (Belfast,  W.): 
I  should  like  to  point  out  to  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  that  since  the  appoint- 
ment of  this  Committee  the  labour 
question  has  undergone  enormous 
development.  The  railway  servants  of 
Belfast  are  desirous  that  their  case 
should  be  heard,  and  it  is,  therefore, 
desirable  that  there  shonld  be  a  larger 
Irish  representation  on  the  Committee. 
I  hope,  therefore,  that  two  Members 
will  be  added. 

(4.15.)  Mb.  JOHN  REDMOND 
■■(Watarford) :  I  should  like  to  associate 
myself  with  the  claim  of  the  Irish  Mem- 
bers for  a  larger  representation  on  this 
Committee.  The  question,  which  en- 
gages the  attention  and  excites  the  in- 
terest of  the  people  of  Ireland,  ought  to 
be  considered  by  a  Committee  consist- 
ing of  a  larger  number  of  Irish  Mem- 
bers. The  hon.  Gentleman  has  asked 
that  two  Members  be  added.  I  think 
one  might  suffice,  making  three  in  all. 
No  difficulty  need  arise  in  deciding 
upon  the  name  of  the  additional 
Member.  We  desire  that  the  interests 
of  Irish  railway  servants  should  be  con- 
sidered by  a  Committee,  on  which  they 
are  properly  represented. 

Sir  Michael  Hickt  Beach 


i.)  MB.CHANNING(Northamp- 
.):  I  concur  absolutely  in  toe 
remarks  of  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Trade.  I  think  it  is  most  desirable 
to  bring  this  inquiry  to  as  speedy  a  con- 
clusion as  possible.  I  venture  to  sug- 
gest that  the  Motion  should  be  post- 
poned for  a  day  or  two,  in  order  to  seeif 
the  views  of  the  Irish  Members  cannot 
be  met  without  an  inconvenient  and  un- 
desirable increase  of  the  Members  of  the 
Committee. 

Mh.T.M. HEALY:  Ibegtomovetht 
omission  of  the  words  "Twenty-six  "and 
the  insertion  of  the  words  "Twenrr- 
seven." 

Amendment  proposed,  to  leave  out 
the  words  "Twenty-six,"  and  insert 
the  words  "Twenty-seven."— (Mr.  T. 
M.  Healy.) 

*Thb  PRESIDENT  of  the  BOARD 
op  TRADE  (SirM.  Hicks  Beach):  I 
should  hope  the  hon.  Gentleman  would 
not  press  that  Motion.  I  have  no 
personal  objection  to  the  increase  of 
the  Committee,  but  it  would  be  diffi- 
cult to  increase  it  without  disturbing 
the  balance  of  opinion.  I  would 
hope  that  the  House  might  be 
disposed  to  appoint  this  Committee 
now,  and  that  there  might  be  com- 
munications in  the  usual  way  with  the 
view  of  meeting  the  wishes  of  hon. 
Members  from  Ireland  without  any 
increase  of  the  numbers  of  the  Com- 
mittee. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Ordered,  That  the  following  be  Member*  ol 
thetCommittee :— Sir  Michael  HichsBMoh,  Mr. 
Chaooing,  Mr.  Radcliffe  Cooke,  Mr.  Crawford, 
Baron  da  Worm*,  Mr.  Alfred  GatherM-Hardr, 
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Mr.   Herbert   Gl  ,   Mr.   Heneago,   Mr. 

Howorth,  Mr.  M  „.„UDD,  Mr.  Mac  Noill,  Mr. 
Walter  M'Laren,  .  Maguire,  Sir  Herbert 
Mm  well,  Mr.  Mi,«.u,Mr.  Muntz,  Mr.  Mur- 
■doch.  Sir  Joseph  Pease,  Mr.  Pickard,  Sir 
-Ectmwd  Reed,  Sir  Albert  Rollit,  Mr.  Somervell, 


That  the  Committee  have  power  to  send  for 
persona,  papers,  and  records. 

That  Five  be   the  quorum.— (Mr.    Aktrn 
JJtmgtmg.) 


(4.34.)  Mb.  MAC  NEILL  (Donegal, 
6.) :  I  rise  to  move  an  Address  for — 

"Return  of  all  Appointments  (excluding 
•covenanted  Civil  Servants  only)  in  all  Depart- 
ments of  all  the  Civil  Services,  of  monthly 
salaries  of  Rs.  400  and  upwards,  stating 
separately  the  number  employed  for  each 
separate  amount,  and  distinguishing  Natives 
pore,  and  Europeans  and  Eurasians. 
My  reason  for  moving  for  this  Return 
is  to  obtain  materials  for  the  settle- 
ment of  a  controversy  that  has  arisen 
between  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India 
and  myself.  The  Under  Secretary  has 
been  good  enough  to  send  me  a  letter  in 
which  he  says  he  does  not  see  how  the 
Government  of  India  can  accede  to  my 
Motion,  as  all  the  information  I  ask 
was  given  in  a  Return  moved  for  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  Elgin  and  Nairn  last 
Tear,  which  Return  is  in  the  same  form, 
hut  limited  to  those  with  salaries  of 
1,000  rupees  per  month. 
*Thb  UNDER  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  fob  INDIA  (Mr.  Geobqe 
Cubzon,  Lancashire,  Southport) :  I 
beg  the  hon.  Member's  pardon ;  I  said, 
and  I  meant,  1,000  rupees  per  annum. 

Mb.  MAC  NEILL  :  My  Motion  is 
for  a  Return  of  Civil  Servants  whose 
monthly  salaries  amount  to  400  rupees 
and  upwards,  and  I  fixed  this  sum  in 
order  to  show  how,  from  all  the  higher 
branches  of  the  Civil  Service  of  India, 
natives  are  excluded.  Two  years  ago  in 
this  House  I  mads,  in  the  presence  of 
the  then  Under  Secretary,  Sir  John 
Gorst,  the  same  statements  as  I  made 
the  other  night  to  which  the  present 
Under  Secretary  takes  objection.  My 
statements  two  years  ago  were  not  con- 
tradicted by  the  singularly  astute 
Sntleman  who  then  represented  the 
dia  Office. 

Th»  SECRETARY  to  the  TREA- 
SURY (Sir  John  Gobst,  Chatham) ; 
Perhaps  the  hon.  Gentleman  will  be 


kind  enough  not  to  assume  that  I 
admitted  everything  said  in  this  House 
about  Indian  affairs  that  I  did  not 
expressly  contradict. 

Mb.  MACNEILL:  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  goes  on  the  good  old  legal 
maxim  of  admitting  nothing,  but  if  he 
could  have  contradicted  me  he  would 
have  dohe  so.  I  hold  in  my  hand  the 
14th  Annual  Report  of  the  Indian 
National  Congress,  and  I  should  just 
like  to  read  a  passage  to  the  House — 

Mr.  Eardley  Norton  said:— "I  like  to 
believe  that  they  not  merely  make,  but 
redeem,  their  promises.  It  pains  me  when  1 
see  them  lack  the  courage  of  their  convic- 
tions. Let  me  call  one  more  witness  to  the 
point.  He  shall  be  a  former  Viceroy.  I  will 
examine  Lord  Lytton.  1  should  be  afraid  to 
use  his  language  as  my  own,  lest  I  should  be 
indicted  for  high  treason.  But  a  Viceroy  can 
do  no  wrong.  Lord  Lytton,  in  a  secret  Report, 
which  accidentally  came  to  light,  in  terms 
told  the  authorities  in  England  that  the  people 
of  this  country  had  been  '  cheated ' — I  am 
quoting,  gentlemen— of  their  hopes.  So 
much  for  the  manner  and  extent  of  England's 
redemption  of  her  vows.  I  wish  to  touch 
with  brief  particularity  upon  two  points  in- 
connection  with  the  Public  Service  Comrnis 
■ion.  First,  ss  to  the  excessive  cost  of  the 
administration  of  this  country.  Many  people 
think  it  ruinous.  I  agree  with  them.  The 
only  real  solution  of  the  difficulty  lies  in  an 
infusion  into  the  machinery  of  the  country  of 
a  large,  and  yearly  burger,  element  of 
indigenous  Indian  talent  What  share  do 
you  hold  to-day  in  the  service  of  your 
country  ?  Here  are  some  suggestive  figures. 
Out  of  2,357  appointments  in  the  higher 
Uncovenanted  Civil  Service  you,  gentlemen 
Of  India,  hold  188.  The  non-domiciled 
Europeans  appropriate  1,460  such  appoint- 
ments, the  domiciled  Europeans  486,  Eura- 
sians 223,  and  the  Indians  188.  The  three  first 
bodies  hold  2,169  berths,  you  only  188. 
Mr.  Eardley  Norton  quoted  from  a 
little  book  entitled  Civil  Service  Reform, 
written  by  a  native  gentleman ,  which  also 
supports  my  contention.  What  I  have 
stated  here  was  said  in  India  four  years 
ago,  and  in  this  House  two  years  ago, 
and  accepted  as  indisputably  correct. 
I  am  very  happy  to  have  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  bringing  these  facts  before  the 
public  notice,  and,  surely,  if  the  case  of 
the  hon.  Gentleman  is  right,  and  India 
is,  as  Lord  Northbrook  said  it  ought  to 
be,  held  not  for  the  benefit  of  the 
British  middle  class,  which  starved  and 
robbed  the  Indian  people,  it  will  be 
easy  for  him  to  stultify  me  by  giving 
the  Return  I  ask  for.  Indian  affairs 
should  be  entirely  severed  from  Party 
politics,  and  it  is  our  duty  to  economise 
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course,  there  is  no  objection  whatever  Mb.    SEXTON  :     It    will    simplify 

to  the  discharge  of  the  Member  for  matters  if  I  accept    the  suggestion  of 

South  Donegal  if  he  is  unable  to  attend,  the  hon.  Member, 

and  the  substitution  of  another  Mem-  Colonel  WARING  (Down,  N.) :  I 

ber.     I  hope,  however,  the  House  will  think  the  interests  of  the  Irish  railway 

not  alter  the  constitution  of  the  Com-  labourers  would  be  fully  considered  by 

mittee,  which  was  only  arrived  at  after  the  Committee  as  it  stands  ;  but  I  mxwt 

very    considerable    debate,    and    also  protest  against  the  idea   of   the  hon. 

because  the  Committee    has    already  Member    for     North    Longford     (Mr. 

listened  to  a  vast  amount  of  evidence.  Healy),  that,  we  sitting  on  this  side  of 

No  one  can  be  more  disappointed  than  the  House  do  not  take  as  keen  an  in- 

I  was  at  the  Committee  being  unable  terest  as  Gentlemen  sitting  opposite  in 

to  report  last  Session.     The  Members  Irish  railway  servants, 

of  the  Committee  will  bear  me  out  that  Mr#  t.  M.  HEALY  :  I  did  not  mean 

the  Committee  were  unanimous  in  con-  to  ^y  that  the  hon>  ana  gallant  Gentle- 

sidermg  it  to  be  impossible  to  arrive  man  did  not  have  the  interests  of  the 

at  a  Report  last  Session,  and  in  recom-  raiiway  servant  at  heart, 

mending  their  re-appointment  this  year.  (4  2Q }  Mr  CHANNING  (Northamp- 

With  regard  to  our  proceedings  this  ton    fi  j.    T  ooncur  aD8oluVtel     ^  ^ 

year  I  can  assure  the  hon  Member  for  ^    ^  o{  ^  president  of  tile  Board 

the  Rushchffe  Dmsion  that  so  far  as  I  rf  Trftde     j  think  ft  is  mogt  de8irabfe 

T   u11^6     *  8h5-l -de8lre  that  -ufy  to  bring  this  inquiry  to  as  speedy  a  con- 

should  be  as  expeditious  as  possible,  clusioif  a8        ^^     t  venture  to  8Dg. 

and  I  do  ^t  thmk  there  can  be  any  t  th  t  ^  Motion  should  ^  ^» 

reason  to  doubt  that  we  shaU  be  able  to  «^  for    d     or  t       in  order  to  *££ 

arrive  at  a  decision  before  the  close  of  £e  viewg  of  ^  Irish  Members  cannot 

the  present  Session.  be  met  without  ^  inconvenient  and  nn- 

(4.13.)    Mr.  SEXTON  (Belfast,  W.) :  desirable  increase  of  the  Members  of  the 

I  should  like  to  point  out  to  the  right  Committee. 

hon.  Gentleman  that  since  the  appoint-  Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY :  I  beg  to  move  the 
ment  of  this  Committee  the  labour  omission  of  the  words  '  'Twenty-six  "and 
question  has  undergone  enormous  the  insertion  of  the  words  "Twenty- 
development.     The  railway  servants  of  seven' 

Belfast    are  desirous  that  their  case  Amendment  proposed,  to  leave   out 

should  be  heard,  and  it  is,  therefore,  the  words   "Twenty-six,"   and   insert 

desirable  that  there  shonld  be  a  larger  the  words  "  Twenty-seven." — (Mr.  T. 

Irish  representation  on  the  Committee.  M.  Hcaly.) 

I  hope,  therefore,  that  two  Members  *The  PRESIDENT  of  the  BOARD 

will  be  added.  0P  TRADE  (Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach):  I 

(4.15.)      Mr.    JOHN    REDMOND  should  hope  the  hon.  Gentleman  would 

'•(Waterford) :  I  should  like  to  associate  not    press    that   Motion.     I  have   do 

myself  with  the  claim  of  the  Irish  Mem-  personal  objection  to  the  increase  of 

bers  for  a  larger  representation  on  this  the  Committee,   but  it -would  be  difr 

<*-**.  Th.  t---,.-u*  -  tf  •ten  "op'Sr  TSa 

gages  the  attention  and  excites  the  in-  hope  that  fche  House  migbt  j* 
terest  of  the  people  of  Ireland,  ought  to  disposed  to  appoint  this  Committee 
be  considered  by  a  Committee  consist-  now,  and  that  there  might  be  com- 
ing of  a  larger  number  of  Irish  Mem-  munications  in  the  usual  way  with  the 
bers.  The  hon.  Gentleman  has  asked  view  of  meeting  the  wishes  of  hon. 
that  two  Members  be  added.  I  think  Members  from  Ireland  without  any 
one  might  suffice,  making  three  in  all.  increase  of  the  numbers  of  the  Com- 
No  difficulty  need    arise   in  deciding  mittee. 

IF"  Jhe  wT  •  °f  J*l\u  a4djtionf1  Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Member.     We  desire  that  the  interests  J                   .,             . 

of  Irish  railway  servants  should  be  c*n -  ^SB^ 

sidered  by  a  Committee,  on  which  they  chinning,  Mr.  Radeliffe  Cooke,  Mr.  CWord, 

Are  properly  represented.  Baron  da  Worms,  Mr.  Alfred  Gathoroe-Hardj, 

Sir  Michael  Hicks  Beach 
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Mr.   Herbert  Gladstone,   Mr.   Heneago,   Mr. 

Howorth,  Mr.  MacInneiL  Mr.  Mac  Neill,  Mr. 

Walter  M'Laren,  Mr.  Maguire,   Sir  Herbert 

ICaxwell  Mr.  Milvain,  Mr.  Muntz,  Mr.  Mur- 
■doch,  Sir  Joseph  Pease,  Mr.  Pickard,  Sir 
JHdwanl  Reed,  Sir  Albert  Kollit,  Mr.  Somervell, 
Sir  George  Trevelvan,  Sir  Hear;  Tyler,  Mr. 

Vernon,  and  Mr.  John  Wilson. 

That  the  Committee  have  power  to  aend  for 
persona,  papers,  and  records. 

That  Five  be   the  quorum.     ( M r.    Ahem 


(4.24.)  Mr.  MAC  NBILL  (Donegal, 
8.)  :  I  rise  to  move  an  Address  for — 

"Return  of  all  Appointments  (excluding 
covenanted  Civil  Servants  only)  in  all  Depart- 
ments of  all  the  Civil  Services,  of  monthly 
•alariea  of  Rs.  400  and  upwards,  stating 
•spnntely  the  number  employed  for  each 
separate  amount,  and  distinguishing  Natives 
pore,  and  Europeans  and  Eurasians. 
My  reason  for  moving  for  this  Be  turn 
is  to  obtain  materials  for  the  settle- 
ment of  a  controversy  that  has  arisen 
between  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India 
and  myself.  The  Under  Secretary  has 
been  good  enough  to  send  me  a  letter  in 
which  he  says  he  does  not  see  how  the 
government  of  India  can  accede  to  my 
Motion,  as  all  the  information  I  ask 
was  given  in  a  Return  moved  for  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  Elgin  and  Nairn  last 
year,  which  Return  is  in  the  same  form, 
but  limited  to  those  with  salaries  of 
1,000  rupees  per  month. 
"Thb  UNDER  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  tor  INDIA  (Mr.  George 
Curzon,  Lancashire,  Southport) :  I 
beg  the  hon.  Member's  pardon  ;  I  said, 
And  I  meant,  1,000  rupees  per  annum. 

Mb.  MAC  NEILL  :  My  Motion  is 
for  a  Return  of  Civil  Servants  whose 
monthly  salaries  amount  to  400  rupees 
and  upwards,  and  I  fixed  this  sum  in 
order  to  show  how,  from  all  the  higher 
branches  of  the  Civil  Service  of  India, 
natives  are  excluded.  Two  years  ago  in 
this  House  I  made,  in  the  presence  of 
the  then  Under  Secretary,  Sir  John 
<3orst,  the  same  statements  as  I  made 
the  other  night  to  which  the  present 
Under  Secretary  takes  objection.  My 
statements  two  years  ago  were  not  con- 
tradicted by  the  singularly  astute 
Sntleman  who  then  represented  the 
dia  Office. 

Thb  SECRETARY  to  the  TREA- 
SURY {Sir  John  Gorst,  Chatham): 
Perhaps  the  hon.  Gentleman  will  be 


kind  enough  not  to  assume  that  I 
admitted  everything  said  in  this  House 
about  Indian  affairs  that  I  did  not 
expressly  contradict. 

Mr.  MACNEILL:  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  goes  on  the  good  old  legal 
maxim  of  admitting  nothing,  but  if  he 
could  have  contradicted  me  be  would 
have  dohe  so.  I  hold  in  my  hand  the 
14th  Annual  Report  of  the  Indian 
National  Congress,  and  I  should  just 
like  to  read  a  passage  to  the  House — 


Mr.  Earrtley  Norton  said:— "1  like  to 
believe  that  they  not  manly  make,  bat 
redeem,  their  promisee.  It  pains  me  when  1 
■ee  them  lack  the  courage  of  their  convic- 
tions. Let  me  call  one  more  witness  to  the 
point.  He  shall  be  a  former  Viceroy.  I  will 
examine  Lord  Lytton.  I  should  be  afraid  to 
use  his  language  as  my  own,  lest  I  should  be 
indicted  for  high  treason.  Bat  a  Viceroy  oatt 
do  no  wrong.  Lord  Lytton,  in  a  secret  Report, 
which  accidentally  came  to  light,  in  terms 
told  the  authorities  in  England  that  the  people 
of  this  country  bad  been  'cheated' — I  am 
quoting,  gentlemen— of  their  hopes.  So 
much  for  the  manner  and  extent  of  England's 
redemption  of  her  vows.  I  wish  to  touch 
with  brief  particularity  upon   two  points   in- 


think  it  ruinous.  T  agree  v 
only  real  solution  of  the  difficulty  lies  in  an 
infusion  into  the  machinery  of  the  country  of 
a  large,  and  yearly  larger,  element  of 
indigenous  Indian  talent  What  share  do 
you  hold  to-day  in  the  service  of  your 
country?  Hero  are  some  suggestive  figures. 
Oat  of  2,357  appointment*  in  the  higher 
Uu  covenanted  Civil  Service  you,  gentlemen 
of  India,  hold  188.  The  non-domiciled 
Europeans  appropriate  1,460  such  appoint- 
ments, the  domiciled  Europeans  486,  Eura- 
sians 333,  and  the  Indians  188.  The  three  first 
bodies  hold  2,168  berths,  you  only  188. 
Mr.  Eardley  Norton  quoted  from  a 
little  book  entitled  Civil  Service  Reform, 
written  by  a  native  gentleman ,  which  also 
supports  my  contention.  What  I  have 
stated  here  was  said  in  India  four  years 
ago,  and  in  this  House  two  years  ago, 
and  accepted  as  indisputably  correct, 
I  am  very  happy  to  have  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  bringing  these  facts  before  the 
public  notice,  and,  surely,  if  the  case  of 
the  hon.  Gentleman  is  right,  and  India 
is,  as  Lord  Northbrook  said  it  ought  to 
held  not  for  the  benefit  of  the 
British  middle  class,  which  starved  and 
robbed  the  Indian  people,  it  will  be 
easy  for  him  to  stultify  me  by  giving 
the  Return  I  ask  for.  Indian  affairs 
should  be  entirely  severed  from  Party 
politics,  and  it  is  our  duty  to  economise 
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the  administration  of  it,  as  well  as  to 
give  the  Indians  some  share  in  the 
management  of  their  own  affairs.  It 
is  ridiculous  to  say  that  when 
280,000,000  of  people  are  under  our 
rule,  they  are  all  to  be  excluded  from 
the  honourable  ambition  of  assisting  in 
the  government  of  their  country. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

"  That  an  humble  Address  be  presented  to 
Her  Majesty,  praying  Her  Majesty  that  She 
will  give  directions  that  there  be  hud  before 
this  House  a  Return  of  all  Appointments 
(excluding  covenanted  Civil  Servants  only)  in 
all  Departments  of  all  the  Civil  Services,  of 
monthly  salaries  of  Ks.400  and  upwards, 
stating  separately  the  number  employed  for 
each  separate  amount,  and  distinguishing 
Natives  pure,  and  Europeans  and  Eurasians. 
—(Mr.  MacNeiU.) 

*(4.40.)  Mr.  CURZON  :  There  are 
parts  of  the  hon.  Gentleman's  speech, 
particularly  its  declamatory  and  de- 
nunciatory parts,  which  I  think  it 
is  unnecessary  for  me  to  allude  to, 
and  there  are  only  two  matters  of  any 
importance  which  I  need  mention. 
The  first  is  the  Return  moved  for  by 
the  hon.  Member,  and  the  second  is 
the  alleged  discrepancy  between  the 
figures  quoted  by  him  and  other 
figures  quoted  by  myself  in  this  dis- 
cussion. On  the  first  point  I  have 
already  informed  the  hon.  Member  in  a 
private  letter  that  it  is  not  necessary  to 
give  the  Return,  for  the  reason  that  all 
the  information  which  he  requires, 
and  a  great  deal  besides,  will 
be  contained  in  the  Return  moved 
for  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Elgin  and 
Nairn  last  year,  and  granted  by  the 
Government,  the  information  for  which 
is  now  being  collected  in  India,  and 
which  will  be  no  doubt  shortly  laid 
upon  the  Table.  The  Return  the  hon. 
Member  wants  is  for  monthly  salaries 
of  Rs.400  and  upwards  ;  but  our  Re- 
turn gives  yearly  salaries  of  Rs.  1,000 
and  upwards,  and,  therefore,  every 
single  item  that  he  desires  will  appear 
in  that  Return. 

Mr.  MACNEILL:  Will  the  hon. 
Gentleman  in  the  Return  specify  the 
graduated  salaries  ?  My  point  is,  that 
that  Return  does  not  show  the  salaries 
of  the  higher  Civil  Service,  and  I  want 
to  get  at  the  number  of  natives  in  the 
higher  Civil  Service. 

*Mr.  CURZON  :  I  do  not  know  that 
there  will  be  any  objection  to  give  the 

Mr.  Mac  Neill 


information  that  the  hon.  Member  da- 
sires,  although  I  cannot  pledge  myself 
to  do  so ;  but  from  the  Return  granted 
last  year  he  really  will  obtain  all  the 
information  that   he  wants/  although 
possibly  it  may  not  be  arranged  in  the 
way  in  which,  for  his  own   purposely 
he  would  like  it  to  be.    As  to   the 
alleged  discrepancy  of  figures,  what  axe 
the  facts  of  the  case  ?  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man addressed  the  House  complaining 
that  he  had  been  treated  with  great 
unfairness  and  discourtesy.    There  waa 
nothing    of    the  kind.     He   has  been 
treated  with  perfect  fairness,  as  I  will 
explain.  The  other  evening  I  alluded  to 
the  officers  of  the  higher  branches  of  the 
Uncovenanted  Service,  excluding  the 
Special  Departments,  and  gave  certain 
figures.     I  quoted  from  the  Blue  Book 
figures  which    are    opposed    to  those 
quoted  by  the  hon.  Member.     He  gave 
no  authority  for  his  statement  at  the 
time  he  made  it,   but    yesterday  he 
came  down  to  the  House  and  explained 
that  his  authority  was  the  very  Blue 
Book  from  which  I  had  been  quoting* 
I  have  spent  some  time  this  morning 
in  searching  through  it,  and  I  have  not 
yet  discovered    the  figures  to   which 
he    alludes ;   but  he    has    done    ma 
the    courtesy  to    explain    that   those 
figures    are    to    be    arrived    at    by 
selecting     different      items     in     the 
Blue  Book,  and  producing  the  result 
he   has  described.     I    submit    to  the 
House  that  it  is  pdssible,  by  taking  a 
table  here  and    there,  and  making  a 
classification  to  suit  your  case,  to  pro- 
duce any  result  you  please.     The  hon. 
Member  has  entirely  ignored  the  execu- 
tive   and    judicial    branches    of    the 
Service. 

Mb.  MAC  NEILL :  I  beg  pardon ;  I 
mentioned  them. 

♦Mb.  CURZON:  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man has  entirely  ignored  them  in  his 
figures,  based  upon  a  calculation  for 
which  he  quotes  the  authority  of  the 
Indian  Congress.  I  do  not  desire  to 
dispute  the  authority  of  that  Con- 
gress, but  it  is  perfectly  possible  to 
select  particular  branches  of  the  Public 
Service,  in  which  technical  skill  is 
required,  and  in  which  there  must  be 
more  Englishmen  than  natives*  and 
that  is  what  he  has  done.  Having 
selected  his  figures,  he  comes  down 
and  makes  a  speech,  giving  the  House 
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to  understand  that  the  figures  he  puts 
before  us  are  typical  of  the  whole 
case.  But  I  submit  that  that  is  not  a 
fair  method  of  argument,  or  a  fair  con- 
clusion to  invite  us  to  come  to.  I  should 
not  object  to  the  publication  of  any  facts 
or  figures  giving  the  whole  state  of 
the  case  at  the  present  time,  and  the 
actual  number  of  Englishmen  com- 
pared with  natives  employed  in  India, 
because  I  believe  that  such  a  Return 
would  convey  light  to  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man's mind,  as  he  has  no  idea  of  the 
maimer  in  which  natives  are  most 
wisely  employed  at  the  present  time. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 
ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 


JUSTICES   OP  THE   PEACE  BILL. 
(NO.  118.)     SECOND   READING. 

(4.50.)    Order    for  Second  Beading 
read. 

♦Mr.  SBALB-HAYNB  (Devon,  Ash- 
burton)  :  This  Bill  is  intended  to  deal 
with  a  grievance  which  has  been  felt 
for  a  long  time — namely,  the  method 
of  appointing  Justices  of  the  Peace  in 
this  country.  The  purpose  of  my  Bill 
is :  in  the  first  place,  to  give  County 
•and  Municipal  Councils  power  to 
appoint  a  certain  number  of  Justices  of 
the  Peace,  in  proportion  to  the  inhabi- 
tants; in  the  second  place,  my  Bill 
S-ovides  that  Chairmen  of  Boards  of 
uardians  and  Urban  Sanitary  Au- 
thorities shall  be  Justices  of  the  Peace 
on  the  same  principle  that  Mayors  of 
towns  are  Justices,  and  that  Aldermen 
in  some  cities,  also  elected,  are 
Justices  of  the  Peace ;  thirdly,  I  desire 
to  abolish  the  property  qualification  in 
respect  of  the  Justices  so  elected  ;  and, 
fourthly,  to  provide  for  the  retirement 
of  a  large  number  of  gentlemen  whose 
names  are  now  in  the  Commission,  but 
who  have  long  ceased  to  do  magisterial 
duty.  No  one  can  contend  that  the 
present  method  of  nominating  Justices 
of  the  Peace  is  in  any  way  satisfactory, 
for  they  are  nominated  by  an  irre- 
sponsible official  of  the  Crown — the 
Lord  Lieutenant  in  counties,  and  in 
boroughs  merely  by  the  wire-pullers 
of  the  Party  which  at  the  time 
happen  to  be  in  office.  This,  I  hold,  is 
contrary  to  the  principles  of  representa- 


tive government.  It  is  unsatisfactory  to 
those  who  wish  to  enjoy  the  dignity  of 
a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  it  is  unsatis- 
factory to  the  people  at  large.  This  is 
no  new  subject,  for  it  was  raised  in  this 
House  as  far  back  as  the  year  1876  by 
an  hon.  Member,  in  a  Resolution,  to  the 
effect  that  the  law  needed  speedy  and 
thorough  investigation  with  a  view  to 
its  amendment ;  and  the  late  Mr.  John 
Bright  held  a  very  strong  opinion  of 
the  same  kind.  I  am  a  Justice  of  the 
Peace  myself,  both  for  a  county  and 
borough,  and  disclaim  any  idea  of 
making  an  attack  upon  the  present 
Magistrates.  Many  of  them,  no  doubt, 
are  zealous,  conscientious,  and 
thoroughly  respected,  and  I  am 
anxious  not  to  give  offence  in  any  way 
to  them  ;  but  I  can  hardly  think  any- 
one will  contend  that  there  is  that 
confidence  amongst  the  working  classes 
in  the  administration  of  justice  in  our 
Courts  of  Petty  Sessions  which  they 
ought  to  feel.  I  do  not  think  that  the 
decisions  of  the  Great  Unpaid  are 
universally  respected,  and  my  desire  is 
to  inspire  public  confidence  in  these 
Petty  Sessional  Courts  by  introducing 
the  principle  of  election.  I  base  my 
argument  on  the  broad  principle  that 
the  present  principle  of  nomination  is 
inconsistent  with  the  free  and 
democratic  institutions  of  this  country, 
and  is  a  mere  relic  of  the  old  days  of 
jobbery  and  patronage.  Our  old 
constitutional  principle  is  that  a  man 
should  be  tried  by  his  Peers,  but  that 
is  not  done  in  our  Courts  of  Petty 
Sessions ;  for  men  of  the  working 
classes  are  tried  by  those  who  are 
commonly  regarded  as  a  superior  class, 
above  them,  and  I  do  not  believe  there 
are  half  a  dozen  Justices  of  the  Peace 
belonging  to  the  working  classes  in  the 
whole  country.  The  present  system 
has  the  effect  of  setting  class  against 
class,  and  favours  the  exploded  idea 
that  it  is  the  special  function  of  owners 
of  property  to  rule,  and  the  fate  of  the 
poor  to  be  ruled.  There  is  amongst  the 
people  at  large  a  perpetual  soreness 
upon  this  point  which  must  continue 
so  long  as  the  present  system  exists, 
so  long  as  Benches,  consisting  entirely 
of  men  of  property,  decide  questions 
affecting  property,  and  game  preservers 
are  permitted  to  adjudicate  upon  cases 
of  breach  of  the  Game  Laws.     I  am  no 
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advocate    for  electing  Judges  of   the 
Superior  Courts.     They  require  special 
qualifications,  and  have  to  determine 
questions  of    law  involving  rights  of 
property.     But  in  criminal  cases  they 
are  assisted  by  a  jury.    Justices  of  the 
Peace  discharge  the  functidhs  of  both 
Judge  and  jury,  and  should  be  selected 
from  all  ranks  of  the  people,  and  by 
men    elected    by  the    people,  and  in 
whom  they  have  confidence.     I  know 
that  many  regard  our  social  fabric  as  a 
building    with    its    upper    and    lower 
floors.     I  would  ask  them  to  remember 
the  Tower  of  Babel,  and  what  became 
of  it,  when  the  gentlemen  in  the  upper 
story  ceased  to  understand  the  men  on 
the  ground  floor.    There  is  nothing  in 
my  Bill  which  militates  against   the 
appointment  of  paid  Magistrates,  and  I 
should  like  to  see  our  Borough   and 
County  Councils  have  power  to  appoint 
paid  Magistrates  for  their  own  districts. 
I  will,  however,  call  attention  to  some 
of  the   evils  in    connection   with  the 
present  system.     The  idea  of  election 
is    not  new,   for  at  the  present  time 
elected    Mayors  are   Justices,   as  are 
elected  Coroners,  elected  Baillies,  and 
in  some  boroughs  Aldermen  and  Port- 
re  ves.     In  boroughs  our  Justices  are 
now  elected,  but  by  whom  ?    By  the 
political  wire-pullers  of  the  particular 
Party  which  happens  to  be  in  power  at 
the  time.    Their  names  are  sent  by  the 
wire-pullers  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  and 
by  him  forwarded  to  the  Lord  Chancellor, 
who  goes  through  the  decent  farce  of  sub- 
mitting the  names  to  the  Town  Council. 
Poole  was  a  peculiar  place.     It  had  31 
Magistrates  and  14  policemen,  yet  the 
present  Lord   Chancellor  added  4,  on 
the  ground  that  his  predecessor  had 
added  3,  although  it  was  not  pretended 
that  more  Magistrates  were  required. 
In  the  case  of  Winchester,  where  there 
were  22  Magistrates  and  19  policemen, 
a  list  of  names  so  submitted  was  ob- 
jected to,  and,  in  reply  to  a  question, 
the  Home  Secretary  said  that  the  Town 
Council  exceeded  its  duty  in  so  replying 
to   the   question   asked   by   the    Lord 
Chancellor.    A  Return  presented  to  the 
House   some   time    ago    showed  that 
throughout    England    the    number   of 
Justices  who  during  the  previous  year 
had   virtually  abandoned  their  duties 
amounted   to   about  23   per  cent.     In 
"Wiltshire,  25  per  cent. were  non-resident 
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during  the  year,  many  permanently  so, 
altogether  about  36  per  cent,  of  use- 
less men  were  on  the  Commiasue. 
In  that  particular  county,  in  1886,  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  appointed  77  Justices 
of  the  Peace,  of  whom  70  were  membeo 
of  the  Political  Party  to  which  ha 
belonged.  It  seems  to  me  that  the 
chief  qualification  necessary  to  obtain 
the  dignity  is  to  accept  office  in  the 
Primrose  League.  In  Wales  few  of 
the  Justices  are  able  to  speak  Welsh, 
and,  though  the  great  body  of  the  in- 
habitants are  Nonconformists,  not  2 
per  cent,  of  the  Justices  are  Noncon- 
formists. It  is  true  that  one  or  two 
working  men  have  been  appointed 
Justices ;  but  when,  in  1886,the  Attorney 
General  was  asked  to  nominate  more 
he  replied  that  he  was  not  prepared  to 
advise  the  Lord  Chancellor  to  recom- 
mend one  class  more  than  another. 
That  is  just  what  I  complain  of. 
Gentlemen  recommended  for  tne  Bench 
are  entirely  of  one  class. 

Mr.  MATTHEWS :  That  is  not  whit 
I  desire  to  see. 

♦Mr.  SBALE-HAYNE:  In  Hint- 
shire,  where  97  per  cent,  of  the 
inhabitants  are  Nonconformists,  there 
is  not  a  single  Dissenter  on  the  Bench. 
On  that  point,  in  answer  to  a  question* 
the  Home  Secretary  said  that  Justices 
were  appointed  without  regard  to  their 
religious  views,  and  that  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  could  not  discover  a  single 
Nonconformist  who  possessed  the 
necessary  qualification.  We  should 
like  to  take  it  out  of  the  power  of  the 
Home  Secretary  to  make  such  a  reply 
in  the  future.  At  Hanley  six  Justices 
were  appointed  in  spite  of  the  Petition 
of  the  Mayor  and  Corporation  to  this 
House  ;  and  in  reply  to  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Sheffield  the  Minister  replied 
that  it  was  not  the  duty  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  to  interfere  with  the 
Lord  Chancellor,  the  meaning  of  which 
was,  apparently,  that  this  House  has 
no  control  over  the  Lord  Chancellor  in 
any  way.  In  several  places  there  are 
many  more  Magistrates  than  there  are 
policemen,  notably  in  Poole.  I  will 
now  turn  to  the  Bill.  It  provides  for 
the  retirement  of  Justices  who  do  not 
attend  to  their  duties  for  the  space  of 
one  year,  and  that,  Mr.  Speaker,  is 
desirable  in  order  that  more  active 
gentlemen  may  be  appointed   to   nil 
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their    places.     It  proposes    also  that 
Chairmen   of    Boards    of    Guardians, 
who,   as  a  rule,   are  men  thoroughly 
well   known    and   respected    in   their 
districts,    shall    be    Justices.     When 
we    have    the    long    promised    Dis- 
trict and  Parish  Councils,  the  Chair- 
men of  those  Bodies,  in  the  same  way  as 
elected  Mayors,  should  have  the  powers 
of  County  Magistrates.  In  regard  to  elec- 
tion by  the  County  Council,  it  may  be- 
objected  that  the  elections  will  degene- 
rate into  a  Party  fight.     It  may  be  so 
in  some  instances,  but  the  nominations 
at  the  present  time  are  made  for  poli- 
tical purposes,  and  are  frequently  the 
subject  of  a  backstairs  contest.  If  we  are 
to  have  a  political  contest  it  had  better 
be  in  the  open.     I  think  the  County 
Councils  may  be  trusted  to  elect  the 
best   men   in    their   localities,  and   I 
believe   this  would    be  a  reform  de- 
manded by  the  working  classes.    Far 
from  in  any  way  weakening  the  admin- 
istration of  justice,   if  we  introduced 
into     municipal    and   county  benches 
men    on  the  elective   principle,  they 
would    be    held     in    greater    respect, 
especially  in  the  country  districts,  than 
at  the  present  time.     I  beg  to  move 
that  this  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed 
"  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time." — (Mr,  Seale-Hayne.) 

♦(5.15.)  Mr.  G.  HOWELL  (Bethnal 
Green,  N.E.) :  It  is  a  fact  that  the 
experiment  has  been  made  of  appoint- 
ing a  few  working  men  as  Justices,  but 
we  want  a  thorough  revision  of  the 
mode  of  the  appointment  of  Justices. 
We  have  no  guarantee  whatever  that 
the  person  appointed  is  at  all  fit  for  the 

Stsition  he  is  called  upon  to  occupy, 
o  one  can  know  anything  of  Justices 
of  the  Peace  in  many  parts  of  the 
country  without  knowing  that  many  of 
them  are  less  learned  in  the  law  than 
prisoners  who  are  brought  before  them. 
I  think  the  time  has  come  when  an 
effort  should  be  made  to  make  the 
Bench  of  England  worthy  of  the  posi- 
tion it  occupies.  I  admit  that  in 
popular  elections  we  may  not  always  get 
the  best  men  to  occupy  the  best  posi- 
tions, yet,  speaking  generally,  we  should 
have  a  better  chance  that  the  men 
would  be  fit  for  their  positions  than  we 


have  under  the  present  system.    The 

worst  form  of  appointment  is  by  the 

nomination  of  wire-pullers,  it  matters 

not  to  me  whether  by  the  Primrose 

League  or  by  a  Radical  Association. 

I  contend  that  the  principle  is  wrong, 

and    that    men    should     be    elected 

to   that    high    and    honourable    posi- 
tion   by    reason    of    fitness.      'There 
are  thousands  of  instances  in  which 
Justices  have  been  interested  in  the 
cases  which  have  come  before  them, 
and  in  which  sentences  have  been  in- 
flicted far  beyond  their  deserts.     This 
has,  however,  been  somewhat  modified 
by  the  growth  of  public  opinion.     In 
the  rural  districts  there  have  been  cases 
of  men  found  with  ground  game  in  their 
possession  and  tried  by  game-preserving 
Justices,  and  the  wonder  is  that  the 
people  have  not  been  entirely  driven 
out  of  these  rural  districts  by  the  way 
the  Game  Laws  were  administered.  The 
Returns  also  will,  I  think,  show  that  in 
some  of  our  ports  sailors  have  been 
sent  to  prison  by  Justices  more  or  less 
connected  with  the  shipping  interest. 
It  is  hardly  reasonable  to  think  that 
these  Justices  would  not  look  upon  such 
oases  with   some  degree  of   prejudice. 
The  Criminal    Law  Amendment    Act, 
passed  in  connection  with  the  Trade 
Union  Act  and  subsequently  repealed, 
afforded  other  illustrations,  where  em- 
ployers of  labour  sent  to  prison  men 
Drought  up  under  that  Act.      In  the 
case     of     the     Labour      Laws,    the 
then  Home  Secretary  (Viscount  Cross) 
endeavoured  to  prevent  a  miscarriage 
of  justice  by  sending  out  some  notes  on 
the  administration    of  the   Law.      It 
seems  to  me  almost  impossible  that 
under  the  present  system  of  appoint- 
ment   these    preferences,    partialities, 
and    prejudices    shall    not  come  into 
play.      I    desire    that     the     Law    of 
England     shall     be     administered    in 
the    most  enlightened  spirit    by  men 
competent    to    administer  it,    and    I 
call  in  question    the    competency  of 
a  great  number  of  the  men  who  now 
sit  on  the  Bench.     There  are  many 
points    in    the    Bill    which    may    be 
amended  in  Committee,  and,  as  this  is 
the  first  attempt  in  which  we  have 
been  successful  in    bringing  the  Bill 
before  the  House,  I  support  the  Second 
Reading  of  the  Bill. 


$99 


J7istic:s  of  the 


{GOMMONS} 


Peace  Bill. 


600 


enough  to  grasp  the  very  simple 
principles  of  our  law  and  to  apply 
them  with  an  unswerving  desire  to  do 
justice.  It  has  been  said  that  the 
present  system  does  not  not  lead  to 
the  appointment  of  as  many  Non- 
conformists and  as  many  working  men 
as  hon.  Members  desire.  I  have 
myself  urged  the  Lord  Lieutenants  in 
Wales  to  do  their  best  to  appoint 
qualified  members  of  the  Noncon- 
formist Body  who  might  be  recom- 
mended to  the  Lord  Chancellor. 

Mr.   THOMAS  ELLIS  :    Quite  in 
Tain. 

:  Mb.  MATTHEWS  :  No,  not  quite 
in  vain,  though  not  so  many 
have  been  recommended  as  I  could 
wish.  The  appointment  of  working 
men  as  Magistrates  does  not  fairly 
arise  on  this  Bill,  so  that  it  is  not 
necessary  to  embark  on  the  enormous 
change  that  this  Bill  proposes  in  order 
to  modify  the  qualifications,  so  as  to 
make  it  more  easy  for  working  men  to 
be  appointed  to  the  Commission. 
Instances  have  not  been  infrequent, 
however,  where  in  boroughs  working 
men  have  been  placed  on  the  Commis- 
sion. The  hon.  Member  for  Bethnal 
Green  talked  about  Judges  interested 
in  a  conviction  adjudicating  in  a  case. 
Of  course  that  is  very  much  to  be 
lamented,  that  we  ever  should  have 
a  Judge  sitting  to  try  a  case  in 
which  his  interests  incline  either  to 
one  side  or  the  other ;  and  in  our  recent 
legislation  we  have  endeavoured,  so  far 
as  we  could,  to  prevent  that.  It  is  pro- 
hibited by  provisions  in  the  "  Mines 
Eegulation  Act,"  and  in  many  similar 
Acts  of  that  sort.  For  my  part,  I 
should  be  extremely  glad  to  see  those 
provisions  extended  to  all  oases  in 
which  that  sort  of  interest  prevails; 
but  I  assure  the  hon.  Gentleman  that 
it  would  not  be  easy  to  remedy  that 
state  of  things  by  taking  Judges  from  a 
class  from  which  they  have  not  been 
hitherto  taken.  Your  employs  will  not 
have  less  interest  than  your  employer, 
and  you  will  have  the  same  objection  with 
regard  to  working  classes  as  with  regard 
to  employers.  That  is  inevitable,  I 
think.  These  prejudices  and  these  pre- 
possessions will  occur  as  objections  to 
the  working  man  just  as  much  as  to  the 
employer. 

Mr.  H.  MattJiews 


Mb.  GEORGE  HOWELL :  If  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  remembers  I  pot 
it  in  that  form — that  prejudices  were 
inevitable. 

Mb.  MATTHEWS :  Then  we  agree. 
These  prejudices  are  inevitable.  It 
is  one  of  the  infirmities  of  human 
nature.  But  this  Bill  will  not  cure, 
and  your  elected  borough  and  county 
Justices  will  be  no  more  free  from  it 
than  the  existing  Justices. 

*(6.25.)  Colonel  W.  COBNWALUB 
WEST   (Denbigh,  W.) :  As  some  re- 
marks have  been  made  with  regard  to 
Wales  I  desire  to  say  a  few  words  with 
reference  to  the  appointment  of  Magis- 
trates.   I  can  only  say  that  it  is  wrong 
and  unfair  for  any  insinuation  to  be 
thrown   out  in  this  House  that   the 
Lords  Lieutenant  of  Wales  are  actuated 
solely  by  Party  feeling  in  the  appoint- 
ments they  make.      I   can   only  say 
for  myself,   as  one  of  those  officiils, 
that  I  have  endeavoured  to  the  best  of 
my  ability  to  discover  gentlemen  to  be 
added  to  the  Commission  who  differ 
from  me  in  politics  and  religion,  and  I 
have  asked  persons  cognisant  with  the 
county  to  give  me  the  names  of  an; 
Nonconformists  who  ought  to  be  pot 
in    the    Commission    of     the    Peaoe. 
When  I  discovered  these  gentlemen  I 
appointed    them.    But    I    assure  the 
House  that  so  long  as  the  property 
qualification  remains  it  is  almost  im- 
possible to  find  Nonconformists  with 
the  necessary  qualification.     I  acknow- 
ledge that,  and  I,  for  one,  would  have  no 
objection  to  see  the    property  quali- 
fication either  considerably  reduced  or 
done  away  with.   I  have  been  fortunate 
enough   to  find    some  gentlemen  able 
to  qualify  in  my  county  who  are  Non- 
conformists, and  they  make  excellent 
Magistrates ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  I  do 
not  consider  whether  a  man  is  a  Non- 
conformist or  a  member  of  the  Church 
of  England — I  never  take  the  slightest 
regard  as  to  what  his  religious  opinions 
are,  and  I  believe  that  the  majority  of 
the  Lords  Lieutenant   do    the  same. 
If  we  know  that  a  man  is  a  just  man,  a 
man  of  ability,  a  man  of  education,  we 
say  that  that  man  will,  in  all  probability, 
obtain    the  confidence   of    the    com- 
munity,    and    it    is    unfair    to    say 
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that  we  are  actuated  in  the  appoint- 
ments we  make  solely  from  political  and 
religions  motives.  Now  with  regard  to 
this  Bill,  I  will  not  detain  the  House 
by  criticism,  but  I  confess  that  I  look 
-with  the  greatest  possible  mistrust  on 
any  suggestions  made  for  the  election 
of  Magistrates.  I  myself  believe  that 
in  a  country  like  Wales,  where  Party 
spirit  runs  very  high,  if  you  are  going 
to  give  the  appointment  of  Magistrates 
to  the  County  Councils  you  will  find 
jntlemen  of  means  and  position  who 
lo  not  happen  to  be  members  of  the 
dominant  Party  excluded  altogether 
from  the  business  of  the  county  in 
which  they  take  a  great  interest.  Now 
that  I  think  is  a  decided  objection  ;  and 
I  say  further  that,  even  now  they  are 
largely  excluded  from  the  County 
Councils,  that  they  do  not  take  that 
interest  in  the  county  they  used  to  take, 
and  numbers  of  them  are  actually  going 
away.  For  my  part,  I  would  prefer 
to  retain  that  class  of  persons  in  the 
county  and  not  to  deprive  them  of  what 
I  consider  they  do  now  extremely  well, 
namely,  the  judicial  business  connected 
with  the  neighbourhood  in  which  they 
reside.  I  can  only  say  that,  so  far  as 
the  county  with  which  I  am  connected 
is  concerned,  I  believe  that  the  Magis- 
trates are  actuated  by  a  desire  to  do 
justice  to  all,  and  as  a  matter  of  fact  I 
believe  that  there  is  not,  at  the  present 
moment,  any  actual  dislike  or  suspicion 
whatever  against  the  Magistrates  in  the 
counties ;  but  unfortunately  there  are 
those  who  are  actuated  with  political 
objects,  and  who  raise  a  suspicious 
feeling  against  them  with  the  desire  of 
excluding  them  not  only  from  judicial 
work,  but  every  other  work  if  they  can, 
in  the  county. 
♦(6.30.)  Mr.  MANFIELD  (North- 
ampton) :  I  should  like  to  say,  Sir, 
that  I  am  in  favour  of  the  elective 
principle  being  adopted  in  the  matter 
of  the  appointment  of  Magistrates.  In 
the  borough  which  I  represent  it  has 
been  customary  for  the  Town  Council 
to  recommend  the  Magistrates,  and  we 
have  never  had  a  single  complaint 
during  the  whole  time  that  system  has 
been  maintained.  There  have  been 
cases  where  by  backstairs  influence  a 
list  has  been  sent  to  the  Lord 
Chancellor  who  has  very  much  dis- 
appointed them.    I  am  in  favour  of  the 


people  having  the  power  of  electing 
those  who  are  to  govern  them,  and  1 
believe  from  my  experience  that  if  they 
make  a  mistake  they  will  rather  bear 
the  burden  of  that  mistake  than  have 
a  person  put  in  authority  over  them 
with  whom  they  have  no  sympathy, 
and  in  whose  election  they  have  had  no- 
voice.  All  that  is  wanted  in  a  Magis- 
trate is  that  he  should  be  a  fair-minded 
and  just  man,  a  man  of  common  sense, 
who  will  judge  fairly  and  honestly 
the  people  who  come  before  him,  and 
who  will  temper  justice  with  mercy. 
*(6.33.)  Mr.  LLEWELLYN  (Somer- 
set, N.) :  I  do  not  think,  Sir,  that  the 
question  which  is  raised  in  this  Bill  is- 
one  that  can  be  adequately  discussed 
or  properly  settled  by  means  of  a 
private  Members'  Bill.  One  of  the 
chief  objections  to  the  Bill  in  its  pre- 
sent shape  is  this — that  no  evidence  at 
all  has  been  shown  of  any  dissatisfac- 
tion with  regard  to  the  action  of 
the  Magistrates. — [Opposition  cries 
of  "  Oh,  oh  !  "]  —The  exclamation 
"  Oh !  "  does  not  answer  my  argu- 
ment. Sir,  no  one  having  any 
experience  of  country  life  can  fail  to* 
see  that  there  are  many  and  grave 
objections  to  having  popularly  elected 
Magistrates.  I  notice  that  the  attacks 
on  the  present  magisterial  system 
generally  come  from  those  who  would 
like  to  write  the  letters  J.P.  after  their 
names,  and  when  they  are  allowed  to  do- 
that,  the  occasions  are  rare  when  J.P. 
does  not  appear  in  largest  possible  type 
after  their  names.  The  chief  objection 
to  electing  Magistrates  by  the  popular 
vote  is  this — that  it  will  at  once  bring 
to  the  front  all  the  faddists.  Some  would 
not  be  voted  for  unless  opposed  to 
vaccination,  or  the  liability  of  poor  people 
to  contribute  to  the  maintenance 
of  their  parents,  or  against  convictions- 
for  non-attendance  of  children  at 
school — no  man  would  be  elected 
unless  he  agreed  to  do  these.  Then 
the  liquor  trade  would  come  to  the 
front,  and  I  would  ask  hon.  Gentle- 
men how  the  work  of  the  counties  is 
to  be  carried  on  if  all  these  faddists 
have  their  way.  Freedom  of  action 
by  Justices  would  be  rendered  im- 
possible where  pledges  had  been 
imposed  and  given.  Complaint,  Sir, 
has  been  made  that  Magistrates  did  not 
attend      regularly    to     their     duties. 
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Attend  to  what  ?  There  are,  of  course, 
some  men  who  do  not  sit  regularly  on 
the  Bench  at  Petty  Sessions  or 
Quarter  Sessions,  but  they  do  other 
work,  certainly  not  less  important  or 
useful,  such  as  work  in  connection  with 
Boards  of  Guardians,  Highway  Boards, 
and  Assessment  Committees.  If 
Magistrates  are  to  be  elected  for 
one  year,  how  they  are  to  render 
effective  service  in  such  matters  I  do 
not  know.  There  are  certain  people 
who  are  in  favour  of  an  alteration  of 
the  qualification  necessary  for  Magis- 
trates. I  will  not  go  into  that  now, 
but  I  think  it  might  be  considered. 
The  whole  question  ought,  indeed,  to 
be  considered  seriously,  and  not  at 
the  initiative  of  a  private  Member.  The 
question,  in  my  opinion,  is  brought  for- 
ward more  as  an  electioneering  move 
than  as  a  serious  proposal.  I  beg  to 
move  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  second 
time  this  day  six  months. 

Mr.  BAUMANN  (Peckham) :  I  beg 
to  second  that. 

Amendment  proposed,  to  leave  out 
the  word  "  now,"  and  at  the  end  of  the 
Question  to  add  the  words  "  upon  this 
day  six  months." — (Mr.  Llewellyn.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  word 
'  now  '  stand  part  of  the  Question." 

♦Mr.  THOMAS  ELLIS  (Merioneth- 
shire) :  Sir,  I  do  not  think  that  the 
argument  which  has  been  used  by  the 
hon.  Gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down 
is  a  very  honourable  argument.  The 
hoi).  Gentleman  says  that  the  objec- 
tions to  the  present  system  of  selecting 
Magistrates  come,  more  or  less,  from 
those  who  are  anxious  to  write  the 

letters  "  J.P."  after  their  name,  and 
that,  I  think,  is  not  in  itself  an  argu- 
ment of  a  very  honourable  kind 
to  throw  out  against  hon.  Gentlemen 
sitting  on    this    side    of    the    House. 

Mr.  LLEWELLYN  :  I  must  really 

be  allowed  to  explain.     I  did  not  say  it 

was  because  hon.  Gentlemen  were  not 

Magistrates  that  they  complained,  but 
that  the  objections  which  were  raised 
very  often  came  from  those  who  were 
not  Magistrates. 

♦Mr.  T.  ELLIS  :  I  am  very  glad  that 
the  hon.  Gentleman  has  withdrawn  an 
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insinuation  which,  I  am  bound  to  say, 
the  whole  House  understood  to  be 
applied  to  Members  sitting  on  this  side. 
Now,  with  regard  to  the  speech  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  West  Denbighshire, 
the  House  is  aware  that  the  hon. 
Gentleman  is  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
the  county.  And,  on  turning  to  the  Hat 
of  the  Magistrates  of  the  county,  I  find 
that  one  of  them  is  a  clergyman  for  an 
adjoining  county,  another  a  Baronet  in 
Scotland,  another  a  gentleman  from 
Chester,  another  a  Lieutenant-General 
from  Somersetshire. 

Col.  CORNWALLIS  WEST :  I  am 
sorry  to  interrupt  the  hon.  Gentleman, 
but  the  probability  is  that  the  names 
he  has  read  out  are  those  of  gentlemen 
who  once  resided  in  the  county  and 
have  since  left. 

*Mr.  T.  ELLIS :  If  these  gentlemen 
are  only  on  the  list,  and  never  oome 
to  the  county  for  effective  magisterial 
purposes,  then  one  useful  object  will 
be  served  by  this  Bill  by  the  removal 
of  their  names.  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  West  Denbigh 
seemed  to  think  he  had  placed  on  the 
Bench  every  Nonconformist  who  waft 
qualified.  Sir,  the  Chairman  of  the 
County  Council  of  the  County  of  Den- 
bigh, as  in  several  other  counties,  has 
had  to  be  made  a  Magistrate  by  the 
operation  of  the  Local  Government 
Act. 

Col.  CORNWALLIS  WE8T  :  May 
I  be  permitted  to  say  that  the  Chair- 
man  of  the  County  Council  has  been 
offered  the  position  of  a  Magistrate  two 
or  three  times,  and  he  has  always 
refused. 

♦Mb.  T.  ELLIS ;  I  admit  candidly 
that  I  did  not  know  that  he  had  re- 
fused, but  I  can  quite  understand  that 
he  refused  to  be  made  a  Magistrate 
according  to  the  present  system.  I 
have  myself  had  the  honour  of  being 
offered  the  office  two  or  three  times, 
but  I  refused,  because  I  did  not  possess 
the  necessary  qualification,  and  because 
it  would  not  be  possible  for  me  to  dis- 
charge the  duties  while  Bitting  in 
this  House.  In  Flintshire  the  Chair- 
man of  the  County  Council  is  a 
Magistrate  simply  because  of  his 
election  to  the   chairmanship.    There 
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i  very  few  Liberals  on  the  Bench, 
1  the  Lord  Lieutenant  has 
used  persistently  to  put  any 
nconformist  on  the  Bench  whe- 
r  he  had  the  necessary  quali- 
ktion  or  not,  In  the  county  of 
glesey  the  Chairman  of  the  County 
oncil  is  only  Magistrate  &r  officio,  and, 
if  this  were  not  enough,  the  Home 
jretary  must  needs  go  to  Wales  for 
illustration.  In  Cardiganshire  the 
sdrman  of  the  Quarter  Sessions  is  a 
nroestershire  barrister  (Mr.  Willis 
nd),  who  happens  to  own  a  fishing 
Be  in  the  county,  and  the  chief  part 
has  taken  in  the  work  of  the  Bench 
as  a  member  of  the  Joint  Police 
nmittee,  on  which  he  has  used  his 
enuity  as  a  lawyer  to  frustrate  the 
hes  of  the  County  Council.  In  Car- 
rthenshire  the  Nonconformists  form 

overwhelming  majority  (75  to 
per  cent.),  and  yet  there  is  only 
i  Nonconformist  on  the  Bench, 
I  he  was  appointed  after  he  became 
liberal  Unionist.  The  Lord  Lieu- 
ant,  the  Earl  Cawdor,  following  the 
ample  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
atshire,  refused  to  place  any  Non- 
iormist  on  the  Bench,  therefore  his 

Lord  Emlyn  was  driven  from  the 
resentation  of  his  county,  and  is 
v  obliged  to  go  to  Manchester  in 
er  to  try  and  get  a  seat  in  this 
use.  There  is  nothing  against  him 
sonally,  but  he  represents  a  system 
ich  boycotts  the  majority  of  the 
pie  of  the  county.  The  result  of  the 
inty  Council  elections  in  Carmarthen- 
re  and  Flintshire  is  largely  owing  to 
deep  discontent  felt  with  the  present 
lem  of  electing  Magistrates.  The 
it  hon.  Gentleman  the  Home  Secre- 
y  tried  to  picture  the  terrible  evils 
he  system  of  elective  Magistrates  in 
erica.  He  did  not  know  the  system 
iself ,  and  he  used  the  argument  most 
curly.  He  used  the  American  bogey 
inst  the  provisions  of  this  Bill, 
ioh  enables  County  Councils  to 
tot  Magistrates,  whereas  in  reality 
American  system  is  one  of 
H*t  popular  election.  The  hon. 
lUeman  the  Member  for  Somerset- 
re  said,  If  you  agree  to  this  Bill,  you 
[  have  Magistrates  elected  solely  by 

faddists  and  the  anti-vaccina- 
ists:  but  these  persons  have  and 
ht  to  have  very  little  power,  unless 
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at  a  General  Election.  When  that  is 
over,  they  have  little  influence  upon 
the  proceedings  of  the  elected  council. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  said  if  this  Bill 
passed,  it  would  exclude  the  minority 
altogether.  I  venture  to  say  that  I 
do  not  believe  any  County  Council  in 
England  or  Wales  would  be  guilty  of 
such  a  proceeding;  and  I  nave  no 
doubt  that  county  gentlemen,  clergy- 
men, and  others,  would  be  put  upon 
the  Commission  of  the  Peace,  front 
time  to  time,  by  the  Councils  of 
counties  where  Nonconformists  may 
be  in  a  large  majority. 

6.55.)    Mb.  STORY-MASKELYNE 
ilts,  Cricklade) :   Sir,  I  believe  this 

ill  to  be  one  that  can  very  easily  be 
put  in  shape  in  Committee,  and  I  think 
it  ought  to  be  read  a  second  time.  A 
great  deal  has  been  said  about  the  ques- 
tion of  election,  and  something  was  said 
about  the  faddist  who  would  be  brought 
into  the  field  to  put  this  and  that  per- 
son on  the  Bench,  but  it  seems  to  be 
forgotten  that  what  is  proposed  by  this 
Bill  is  a  system  of  election  carried  out 
not  by  the  people,  but  by  a  grave  and 
thoroughly  representative  body,  namely 
the  County  Council.  To  such  a  body  I 
can  see  no  objection,  not  to  giving  the 
whole  of  the  magisterial  appointments 
to  them,  but  to  giving  them  a  portion. 
This  Bill  proposes  that  one  Magistrate 
should  be  appointed  for  each  Petty 
Sessional  Division.  The  election  of  a 
Magistrate  is  a  very  different  thing 
from  the  election  of  a  Judge  by  popular 
vote.  In  the  one  case  you  have  to  take 
into  consideration  that  the  man  who  is 
to  be  appointed  Judge  has  already 
shown  great  judicial  capacity  and 
knowledge  of  Law,  but  the  individual 
Magistrate  is  only  one  of  several  who 
act  together,  and  if  he  can  bring  to  the 
Bench  the  necessary  time  and  the 
necessary  knowledge,  I  think  it  would 
be  a  very  good  thing  if  he  were  ap- 
pointed in  the  way  proposed  by  this 
Bill. 

(6.58.)  Mb.  HENEAGE  (Great 
Grimsby) :  Sir,  I  agree  with  the  hon. 
Member  for  Somersetshire  that  this  is  a 
crude  and  a  badly  drawn  Bill,  but  I  am 
not  prepared  to  condemn  it  in  the 
wholesale  fashion  adopted  by  the 
Home  Secretary,  and  in  voting  against 
the  Bill  I  must  not  be  taken  as  en- 
dorsing  everything    that    the    Home 
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Secretary  said.  I  am  decidedly  in 
favour  of  doing  away  with  the  pro- 
perty qualification,  and  I  am  also  in 
favour  of  striking  off  the  list  those 
magistrates  who  have  not  attended  to 
their  duties  for  the  last  three  years.  I 
think  one  year  is  too  short. 

(7.0.)  Mb.  A.  E.  GATHORNE- 
HABDY  (Sussex,  East  Grinstead) :  I 
only  wish  to  point  out  that  the  pro- 
perty qualification  is  not  removed  by 
this  Bill,  which  merely  removes  it  in 
the  case  of  the  new  members  to  be 
elected.  If  it  had  been  simply  a  ques- 
tion of  the  property  qualification,  I 
should  have  been  very  much  inclined 
to  agree  with  the  last  speaker ;  but  the 
principle  of  this  Bill  appears  to  be  that 
of  electing  Magistrates,  and  to  that  I 
am  opposed.  For  that  reason  I  intend 
to  give  my  vote  against  the  Second 
Beading. 

Question  put,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now 
read  a  second  time." 

The  House  divided: — Ayes  125; 
Noes  168.— (Div.  List,  No.  3.) 

Words  added. 

Main  Question,  as  amended,  put  and 
agreed  to. 

Second  Beading  put  off  for  six 
months. 

LOCAL  TAXATION  (CUSTOMS  AND 
EXCISE)  ACT  (1890)  AMENDMENT 
BILL,— (No.  129.) 

SECOND   BEADING. 

(7.15.)  Order  for  Second  Beading 
read. 

*Sir    A.    BOLLIT    (Islington,    S.) : 
I    bring    in    this    Bill    at    the     re- 

3uest  of  the  Municipal  Corporations 
association,  which  consists  of  the 
municipal  boroughs  of  the  United 
Kingdom,  including  both  county  and 
non-county  boroughs;  and  a  Besolu- 
tion  in  favour  of  this  Bill  was  passed 
unanimously  by  that  Association  after 
a  discussion,  in  which  the  interests  of 
both  county  and  non-county  boroughs 
were  represented.  The  bill  also  bears 
the  endorsement  of  men  of  all  political 
parties.  By  the  Local  Taxation 
(Customs  and  Excise)  Act  of  1890, 
large  funds  are  placed  at  the 
disposal  of  County  Councils  for  the 
purposes  of  technical  education.    The 
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administration  of  those  funds  vests  ia 
the  County  Council  themselves,  and 
the     claims   of    municipal    borough^ 
which   are    non-county    boroughs,   to 
have  the  administration  of  them  us 
not    recognised,    except    permissively 
under  a  provision  of  the  Local  Taxation 
Act,  by  which  non-county  boroughs  may 
be  permitted  by  the  County  Council  to 
distribute  their  own  share  of  the  grant. 
Now,  in  many  cases,  this  permission 
has    been    refused    by    the    County 
Council,  and  in  some  other  instances, 
notably    in     Lancashire,   when    per- 
mission has  been  granted,  conditions 
have  been  fixed  which  are  at  varianos 
with    the    principles    of    local    self- 
government,      and     subordinate,    in 
many  respects,  the  non-county  borough 
to    the    views    and    instructions   of 
the    County    Council.      The    County 
Council    has,    in    some    oases,   eves 
attempted    to    impose    conditions   at 
to     local     government     within    the- 
borough  itself   as  a  condition  of  tha 
administration    of    any    part   of  the 
technical  education  grant.  The  grounds 
on  which  a  change  is  now  proposed  in 
the  law  are  :  first,  that  a  provision  that 
the  right  of  administration  should  not 
be  permissive,  but  obligatory  on  the 
part  of  municipal  boroughs,  would  be 
for  the  advantage  of  local  self-govern- 
ment.   The  municipal  boroughs  have 
set  both  a  precedent  and  example  tot 
county   administration.     The    County 
Councils    of  which    no  one  has  any 
jealousy,  and  certainly  not  I,  but  muck 
the  contrary,  for  I  heartily  supported 
the  County    Councils    Act    of    1888, 
are    a    newer   institution,  and   thoee 
who  are  members  of  them  are  neoee- 
sarily  wanting  yet  in  the  long  acquired 
experience  which  has  been  obtained  by 
members  of    municipal    corporations. 
Then  1    contend    that    the    proposed 
change  will  be  an  advantage  to  tecnhni- 
cal  education  itself,  and  I  need  not  re- 
mind the  House  of  the  variety  of  forms 
which  technical  education  necessarily 
assumes.     It  has  to  be  adapted  to  many 
trades,  to  many   occupations,  and  to 
many  surroundings.     For  instance,  the 
County     of    York    is     one     of     the 
chief    governmental     areas    in    Eng- 
land,   and     the     avocations     of    its 
people    are  very  various,   so    that  in 
administering  the  education  grant,  an 
account  must  be  taken  of  an  almost 
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Infinite  variety  of  circumstances.  It  is 
almost  impossible  to  secure  in  one 
Central  County  Council,  men  of  the 
nuried  capacities  required  in  many  dis- 
tricts in  such  a  large  area  for  dealing 
pith  technical  education.  And,  apart 
^together  from  the  question  of  local 
lelf -government,  technical  education  de- 
nands  local  application,  and  it  is  only 
ihrough  some  local  system  that  it  can 
ie  made  thoroughly  effective.  The 
ibjeot  of  this  Bill  is  to  make  obligatory 
rhat,  in  some  counties,  has  been  re- 
used, and  in  others  granted  only  under 
lisparaging  conditions.  The  Bill  will 
liable  any  non-county  borough  having 
MS  than  50,000  inhabitants,  to  require, 
ty  notice  to  the  County  Council,  that 
to  share  of  the  grant  shall  be  placed  at 
ts  own  disposal  for  the  purpose  of 
neeting  the  wants  of  that  particular 
ocality.  The  manner  in  which  the 
Bill  is  to  be  worked  is  indicated  by 
Election  3,  in  which  the  share  of  a 
borough  in  the  money  received  by  the 
Council  of  the  county  is  to  be  ascertained 
For  the  purposes  of  this  Act,  accord- 
ing to  the  proportion  which  the  rateable 
Tune  of  the  borough  bears  to  the  rate- 
able value  of  the  whole  administration 
of  the  county ;  and  when  that  propor- 
tion has  been  ascertained,  then  the 
transfer  of  the  fund  will  be  made,  and 
it  will  in  future  be  administered  in  the 
locality  according  to  its  requirements. 
There  are  one  or  two  precedents  which 
materially  bear  upon  this  question.  In 
the  first  place,  in  the  discussion  in  this 
Bouse  on  the  Transfer  of  Powers  Bill, 
the  autonomy  of  the  non-county 
boroughs  was  distinctly  recognised  by 
die  President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board ;  and  there  is  another  precedent 
ften  more  in  point,  for  in  the  Technical 
Education  Act  of  1889,  powers  are 
riven  to  any  local  authority  to  provide 
for  technical  instruction,  and  the  defini- 
tion of  "local  authority"  is,  that  it 
neans  the  Council  of  any  county  or 
xwrough,  and  any  Urban  Sanitary 
Authority  within  the  meaning  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  the  latter  two  of 
which  are  distinctly  local  bodies  and 
xxlies  of  small  area ;  and  it  is  obvious 
hat  it  is  undesirable  there  should  be  a 
vant  of  conformity  between  the  sources 
knd  areas  for  the  provision  of  tech- 
deal  instruction.  I  will  only  deal 
inaHy  with   one    objection  which    I 


think  may  be  raised  to  this  Bill,  and 
that  is  that  the  passage  of  the  County 
Councils  Bill  has  been  so  recent  as 
to  create  an  indisposition  to  effect  an 
alteration  in  it  without  giving  the  Act 
some  reasonable  trial.  My  answer  is 
that  some  years  have  now  elapsed  since 
that  measure  was  passed,  and  that,  un- 
doubtedly, while  its  general  scope  and 
operation  has  been  beneficial  to  the* 
community,  there  are  minor  defects 
in  practice  that  suggest  themselves  for 
remedy,  and  whichT  being  redressed, 
will  give  greater  strength  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Statute.  I  beg  to  move 
the  Second  Beading  of  the  Bill. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
11  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time."— (Sir  A.  Rollit.) 

(7.30.)  The  SECBETABY  to  thk 
LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  BOABD^ 
(Mr.  W.  H.  Long,  Wilts,  Devizes) :  I 
am  sure,  Sir,  the  House  will  admit  very 
readily  the  full  right  of  my  hon.  Friend 
to  propose  a  measure  of  this  kind,  and* 
to  represent,  on  such  a  question 
either  Municipal  Corporations  or 
the  subject  of  technical  education 
itself.  But  I  want  to  point  out  that 
there  are  two  questions  which  we  have- 
to  consider  when  we  approach  this  Bill. 
The  first  is,  What  would  be  the  effect  on- 
Local  Government  of  such  a  measure ; 
and  the  second  is  what  would  be  the* 
effect  of  the  Bill  on  Technical  Education 
itself  ?  As  far  as  local  government  goes- 
I  am  not  prepared  to  say  for  one 
moment  that  the  effect  would  be  in  any 
way  injurious.  At  the  same  time  it 
must  be  evident  that  it  departs  to  some- 
extent  from  the  conclusions  arrived  at 
by  the  House  when  it  passed  the  Bill 
of  1888,  and,  later  on,  when  it  passed 
the  Local  Taxation  (Gustoms  and  Excise}* 
Act  of  1890.  This  question  of  the 
subordination  of  boroughs  of  less  than 
50,000  inhabitants  to  the  County 
Council  in  the  matter  of  technical 
education  was  thoroughly  and  amply 
discussed  in  Committee  on  both  these 
Bills.  The  boroughs  found  able  advo- 
cates on  both  sides  of  the  House,  but 
the  House  came  to  the  conclusion  that 
in  the  interest  of  local  government  the 
County  Councils  should  be  as  large  and 
powerful  as  was  possible.  Whether  it 
would  be  wise  or  not  in  the  interests  of 
technical  education  to  reduce  the  powers; 
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enough  to  grasp  the  very  simple 
principles  of  our  law  and  to  apply 
them  with  an  unswerving  desire  to  do 
justice.  It  has  been  said  that  the 
present  system  does  not  not  lead  to 
the  appointment  of  as  many  Non- 
conformists and  as  many  working  men 
as  hon.  Members  desire.  I  have 
myself  urged  the  Lord  Lieutenants  in 
Wales  to  do  their  best  to  appoint 
qualified  members  of  the  Noncon- 
formist Body  who  might  be  recom- 
mended to  the  Lord  Chancellor. 

Mr.   THOMAS  ELLIS  :     Quite  in 
vain. 

*Mb.  MATTHEWS  :  No,  not  quite 
in  vain,  though  not  so  many 
have  been  recommended  as  I  could 
wish.  The  appointment  of  working 
men  as  Magistrates  does  not  fairly 
arise  on  this  Bill,  so  that  it  is  not 
necessary  to  embark  on  the  enormous 
change  that  this  Bill  proposes  in  order 
to  modify  the  qualifications,  so  as  to 
make  it  more  easy  for  working  men  to 
be  appointed  to  the  Commission. 
Instances  have  not  been  infrequent, 
however,  where  in  boroughs  working 
men  have  been  placed  on  the  Commis- 
sion. The  hon.  Member  for  Bethnal 
Green  talked  about  Judges  interested 
in  a  conviction  adjudicating  in  a  case. 
Of  course  that  is  very  much  to  be 
lamented,  that  we  ever  should  have 
a  Judge  sitting  to  try  a  case  in 
which  his  interests  incline  either  to 
one  side  or  the  other ;  and  in  our  recent 
legislation  we  have  endeavoured,  so  far 
as  we  could,  to  prevent  that.  It  is  pro- 
hibited by  provisions  in  the  "  Mines 
Regulation  Act,"  and  in  many  similar 
Acts  of  that  sort.  For  my  part,  I 
should  be  extremely  glad  to  see  those 
provisions  extended  to  all  cases  in 
which  that  sort  of  interest  prevails; 
but  I  assure  the  hon.  Gentleman  that 
it  would  not  be  easy  to  remedy  that 
state  of  things  by  taking  Judges  from  a 
class  from  which  they  have  not  been 
hitherto  taken.  Your  ernployS  will  not 
have  less  interest  than  your  employer, 
and  you  will  have  the  same  objection  with 
regard  to  working  classes  as  with  regard 
to  employers.  That  is  inevitable,  I 
think.  These  prejudices  and  these  pre- 
possessions will  occur  as  objections  to 
the  working  man  just  as  much  as  to  the 
employer. 

Mr.  H.  Matthews 


Mb.  GEORGE  HOWELL :  If  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  remembers  I  put 
it  in  that  form — that  prejudices  were 
inevitable. 

Mb.  MATTHEWS :  Then  we  agree. 
These  prejudices  are  inevitable.  It 
is  one  of   the    infirmities   of    human 

nature.  But  this  Bill  will  not  cure, 
and  your  elected  borough  and  county 
Justices  will  be  no  more  free  from  it 
than  the  existing  Justices. 

*(6.25.)  Colonel  W.  CORNWALLIB 
WEST  (Denbigh,   W.) :  As  some  re- 
marks have  been  made  with  regard  to 
Wales  I  desire  to  say  a  few  words  with 
reference  to  the  appointment  of  Magis- 
trates.   I  can  only  say  that  it  is  wrong 
and  unfair  for  any  insinuation  to  be 
thrown   out  in  this  House  that   the 
Lords  Lieutenant  of  Wales  are  actuated 
solely  by  Party  feeling  in  the  appoint- 
ments they  make.      I   can   only  sty 
for  myself,   as  one  of  those  oflficudi, 
that  I  have  endeavoured  to  the  best  of 
my  ability  to  discover  gentlemen  to  be 
added  to  the  Commission  who  differ 
from  me  in  politics  and  religion,  and  I 
have  asked  persons  cognisant  with  the 
county  to  give  me  the  names  of  any 
Nonconformists  who  ought  to  be  pot 
in    the    Commission    of     the    Peace. 
When  I  discovered  these  gentlemen  I 
appointed    them.    But    I   assure  the 
House  that  so  long  as  the  property 
qualification  remains  it  is  almost  im- 
possible to  find  Nonconformists  with 
the  necessary  qualification.     I  acknow- 
ledge that,  and  I,  for  one,  would  have  no 
objection  to  see  the   property  quali- 
fication either  considerably  reduced  or 
done  away  with.   I  have  been  fortunate 
enough   to  find   some  gentlemen  able 
to  qualify  in  my  county  who  are  Non- 
conformists, and  they  make  excellent 
Magistrates ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  I  do 
not  consider  whether  a  man  is  a  Non- 
conformist or  a  member  of  the  Church 
of  England — I  never  take  the  slightest 
regard  as  to  what  his  religious  opinions 
are,  and  I  believe  that  the  majority  of 
the  Lords  Lieutenant   do    the  same. 
If  we  know  that  a  man  is  a  just  man,  ft 
man  of  ability,  a  man  of  education,  we 
say  that  that  man  will,  in  all  probability) 
obtain    the  confidence   of    the    com- 
munity,    and    it    is    unfair    to    say 
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hat  we  are  actuated  in  the  appoint- 
nents  we  make  solely  from  political  and 
•eligious  motives.  Now  with  regard  to 
his  Bill,  I  will  not  detain  the  House 
>y  criticism,  hut  I  confess  that  I  look 
vith  the  greatest  possible  mistrust  on 
my  suggestions  made  for  the  election 
>f  Magistrates.  I  myself  believe  that 
n  a  country  like  Wales,  where  Party 
spirit  runs  very  high,  if  you  are  going 
o  give  the  appointment  of  Magistrates 
o  the  County  Councils  you  will  find 
gentlemen  of  means  and  position  who 
lo  not  happen  to  be  members  of  the 
lominant  Party  excluded  altogether 
rom  the  business  of  the  county  in 
vhich  they  take  a  great  interest.  Now 
hat  I  think  is  a  decided  objection ;  and 
[  say  further  that,  even  now  they  are 
argely  excluded  from  the  County 
Councils,  that  they  do  not  take  that 
nterest  in  the  county  they  used  to  take, 
tnd  numbers  of  them  are  actually  going 
iway.  For  my  part,  I  would  prefer 
o  retain  that  class  of  persons  in  the 
x>unty  and  not  to  deprive  them  of  what 
[  consider  they  do  now  extremely  well, 
lamely,  the  judicial  business  connected 
rath  the  neighbourhood  in  which  they 
reside.  I  can  only  say  that,  so  far  as 
;he  county  with  which  I  am  connected 
s  concerned,  I  believe  that  the  Magis- 
trates are  actuated  by  a  desire  to  do 
ustice  to  all,  and  as  a  matter  of  fact  I 
>elieve  that  there  is  not,  at  the  present 
noment,  any  actual  dislike  or  suspicion 
whatever  against  the  Magistrates  in  the 
xranties ;  but  unfortunately  there  are 
hose  who  are  actuated  with  political 
>bjects,  and  who  raise  a  suspicious 
eeling  against  them  with  the  desire  of 
deluding  them  not  only  from  judicial 
vork,  but  every  other  work  if  they  can, 
n  the  county. 

♦(6.30.)  Mb.  MANFIELD  (North- 
ampton): I  should  like  to  say,  Sir, 
hat  I  am  in  favour  of  the  elective 
)rinciple  being  adopted  in  the  matter 
>f  the  appointment  of  Magistrates.  In 
he  borough  which  I  represent  it  has 
>een  customary  for  the  Town  Council 
o  recommend  the  Magistrates,  and  we 
lave  never  had  a  single  complaint 
luring  the  whole  time  that  system  has 
>een  maintained.  There  have  been 
sases  where  by  backstairs  influence  a 
ist  has  been  sent  to  the  Lord 
Chancellor  who  has  very  much  dis- 
.ppointed  them.    I  am  in  favour  of  the 


people  having  the  power  of  electing 
those  who  are  to  govern  them,  and  I 
believe  from  my  experience  that  if  they 
make  a  mistake  they  will  rather  bear 
the  burden  of  that  mistake  than  have 
a  person  put  in  authority  over  them 
with  whom  they  have  no  sympathy, 
and  in  whose  election  they  have  had  no- 
voice.  All  that  is  wanted  in  a  Magis- 
trate is  that  he  should  be  a  fair-minded 
and  just  man,  a  man  of  common  sense, 
who  will  judge  fairly  and  honestly 
the  people  who  come  before  him,  and 
who  will  temper  justice  with  mercy. 
♦(6.33.)  Mb.  LLEWELLYN  (Somer- 
set, N.) :  I  do  not  think,  Sir,  that  the 
question  which  is  raised  in  this  Bill  is. 
one  that  can  be  adequately  discussed 
or  properly  settled  by  means  of  a 
private  Members'  Bill.  One  of  the 
chief  objections  to  the  Bill  in  its  pre- 
sent shape  is  this — that  no  evidence  at 
all  has  been  shown  of  any  dissatisfac- 
tion with  regard  to  the  action  of 
the  Magistrates. — [Opposition  cries 
of  "  Oh,  oh  !  "]  —The  exclamation 
"  Oh !  "  does  not  answer  my  argu- 
ment. Sir,  no  one  having  any 
experience  of  country  life  can  fail  to- 
see  that  there  are  many  and  grave 
objections  to  having  popularly  elected 
Magistrates.  I  notice  that  the  attacks 
on  the  present  magisterial  system 
generally  come  from  those  who  would 
like  to  write  the  letters  J.P.  after  their 
names,  and  when  they  are  allowed  to  do 
that,  the  occasions  are  rare  when  J.P. 
does  not  appear  in  largest  possible  type 
after  their  names.  The  chief  objection 
to  electing  Magistrates  by  the  popular 
vote  is  this — that  it  will  at  once  bring 
to  the  front  all  the  faddists.  Some  would 
not  be  voted  for  unless  opposed  to 
vaccination,  or  the  liability  of  poor  people 
to  contribute  to  the  maintenance 
of  their  parents,  or  against  convictions- 
for  non-attendance  of  children  at 
school — no  man  would  be  elected 
unless  he  agreed  to  do  these.  Then 
the  liquor  trade  would  come  to  the 
front,  and  I  would  ask  hon.  Gentle- 
men how  the  work  of  the  counties  is 
to  be  carried  on  if  all  these  faddists 
have  their  way.  Freedom  of  action 
by  Justices  would  be  rendered  im- 
possible where  pledges  had  been 
imposed  and  given.  Complaint,  Sir, 
has  been  made  that  Magistrates  did  not 
attend      regularly    to     their     duties.. 
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Attend  to  what  ?  There  are,  of  course, 
some  men  who  do  not  sit  regularly  on 
the  Bench  at  Petty  Sessions  or 
Quarter  Sessions,  but  they  do  other 
work,  certainly  not  less  important  or 
useful,  such  as  work  in  connection  with 
Boards  of  Guardians,  Highway  Boards, 
and  Assessment  Committees.  If 
Magistrates  are  to  be  elected  for 
one  year,  how  they  are  to  render 
effective  service  in  such  matters  I  do 
not  know.  There  are  certain  people 
who  are  in  favour  of  an  alteration  of 
the  qualification  necessary  for  Magis- 
trates. I  will  not  go  into  that  now, 
but  I  think  it  might  be  considered. 
The  whole  question  ought,  indeed,  to 
be  considered  seriously,  and  not  at 
the  initiative  of  a  private  Member.  The 
question,  in  my  opinion,  is  brought  for- 
ward more  as  an  electioneering  move 
than  as  a  serious  proposal.  I  beg  to 
move  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  second 
time  this  day  six  months. 

Mr.  BAUMANN  (Peckham) :  I  beg 
to  second  that. 

Amendment  proposed,  to  leave  out 
the  word  "  now,"  and  at  the  end  of  the 
Question  to  add  the  words  "  upon  this 
day  six  months." — (Mr.  Llewellyn.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  word 
•  now  '  stand  part  of  the  Question." 

♦Mr.  THOMAS  ELLIS  (Merioneth- 
shire) :  Sir,  I  do  not  think  that  the 
argument  which  has  been  used  by  the 
hon.  Gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down 
is  a  very  honourable  argument.  The 
hoi).  Gentleman  says  that  the  objec- 
tions to  the  present  system  of  selecting 
Magistrates  come,  more  or  less,  from 
those  who  are  anxious  to  write  the 

letters  "  J.P."  after  their  name,  and 
that,  I  think,  is  not  in  itself  an  argu- 
ment of  a  very  honourable  kind 
to  throw  out  against  hon.  Gentlemen 
sitting  on    this    side    of    the    House. 

Mr.  LLEWELLYN  :  I  must  really 
be  allowed  to  explain.  I  did  not  say  it 
was  because  hon.  Gentlemen  were  not 
Magistrates  that  they  complained,  but 
that  the  objections  which  were  raised 
very  often  came  from  those  who  were 
not  Magistrates. 

♦Mr.  T.  ELLIS  :  I  am  very  glad  that 
the  hon.  Gentleman  has  withdrawn  an 

Mr,  Llewelhfii 


insinuation  which,  I  am  bound  to  say, 
the  whole  House  understood  to  be 
applied  to  Members  sitting  on  this  side. 
Now,  with  regard  to  the  speech  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  West  Denbighshire, 
the  House  is  aware  that  the  hon. 
Gentleman  is  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
the  county.  And,  on  turning  to  the  tiefc 
of  the  Magistrates  of  the  county,  I  find 
that  one  of  them  is  a  clergyman  for  an 
adjoining  county,  another  a  Baronet  in 
Scotland,  another  a  gentleman  from 
Chester,  another  a  Lieutenant-Genaral 
from  Somersetshire. 

Col.  CORNWALLIS  WEST :  I  am 
sorry  to  interrupt  the  hon.  Gentleman, 
but  the  probability  is  that  the  names 
he  has  read  out  are  those  of  gentlemen 
who  once  resided  in  the  county  and 
have  since  left. 

♦Mr.  T.  ELLIS:  If  these  gentlemen 
are  only  on  the  list,  and  never  come 
to  the  county  for  effective  magisterial 
purposes,  then  one  useful  object  will 
be  served  by  this  Bill  by  the  removal 
of  their  names.  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  West  Denbigh 
seemed  to  think  he  had  placed  on  the 
Bench  every  Nonconformist  who  fflt 
qualified.  Sir,  the  Chairman  of  the 
County  Council  of  the  County  of  Den- 
bigh, as  in  several  other  counties,  htt 
had  to  be  made  a  Magistrate  by  the 
operation  of  the  Local  Government 
Act. 

Col.  CORNWALLIS  WE8T  :  Msv 
I  be  permitted  to  say  that  the  Club- 
man of  the  County  Council  has  been 
offered  the  position  of  a  Magistrate  two 
or  three  times,  and  he  has  ahvsj* 
refused. 

♦Mr.  T.  ELLIS;  I  admit  candidly 
that  I  did  not  know  that  he  had  re- 
fused, but  I  can  quite  understand  that 
he  refused  to  be  made  a  Magistrate 
according  to  the  present  system.  I 
have  myself  had  the  honour  of  being 
offered  the  office  two  or  three  times, 
but  I  refused,  because  I  did  not  poaeeK 
the  necessary  qualification,  and  because 
it  would  not  be  possible  for  me  to  dis- 
charge the  duties  while  sitting  in 
this  House.  In  Flintshire  the  Chair- 
man of  the  County  Council  is  * 
Magistrate  simply  because  of  hift 
election  to  the   chairmanship.    There 
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are  very  few  Liberals  on  the  Bench, 
and  the  Lord  Lieutenant  has 
rofused  persistently  to  pnt  any 
Nonconformist  on  the  Bench  whe- 
&er  he  had  the  necessary  quali- 
fication or  not,  In  the  county  of 
Anglesey  the  Chairman  of  the  County 
Council  is  only  Magistrate  ea;  officio,  and, 
as  if  this  were  not  enough,  the  Home 
Secretary  must  needs  go  to  Wales  for 
his  illustration.  In  Cardiganshire  the 
Chairman  of  the  Quarter  Sessions  is  a 
Worcestershire  barrister  (Mr.  Willis 
Bund),  who  happens  to  own  a  fishing 
lodge  in  the  county,  and  the  chief  part 
he  has  taken  in  the  work  of  the  Bench 
Ib  as  a  member  of  the  Joint  Police 
Committee,  on  which  he  has  used  his 
ingenuity  as  a  lawyer  to  frustrate  the 
Wishes  of  the  County  Council.  In  Car- 
marthenshire the  Nonconformists  form 
an  overwhelming  majority  (75  to 
85  per  cent.),  and  yet  there  is  only 
toe  Nonconformist  on  the  Bench, 
tod  he  was  appointed  after  he  became 
a  Liberal  Unionist.  The  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant, the  Earl  Cawdor,  following  the 
example  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Flintshire,  refused  to  place  any  Non- 
conformist on  the  Bench,  therefore  his 
son  Lord  Emlyn  was  driven  from  the 
representation  of  his  county,  and  is 
now  obliged  to  go  to  Manchester  in 
order  to  try  and  get  a  seat  in  this 
House.  There  is  nothing  against  him 
personally,  but  he  represents  a  system 
which  boycotts  the  majority  of  the 
people  of  the  county.  The  result  of  the 
uounty  Council  elections  in  Carmarthen- 
shire and  Flintshire  is  largely  owing  to 
theldeep  discontent  felt  with  the  present 
system  of  electing  Magistrates.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Home  Secre- 
tary tried  to  picture  the  terrible  evils 
of  the  system  of  elective  Magistrates  in 
America.  He  did  not  know  the  system 
himself,  and  he  used  the  argument  most 
unfairly.  He  used  the  American  bogey 
against  the  provisions  of  this  Bill, 
which  enables  County  Councils  to 
select  Magistrates,  whereas  in  reality 
the  American  system  is  one  of 
direct  popular  election.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Somerset- 
shire said,  If  you  agree  to  this  Bill,  you 
will  have  Magistrates  elected  solely  by 
the  faddists  and  the  anti-vaccina- 
tionists:  but  these  persons  have  and 
ought  to  have  very  little  power,  unless 
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at  a  General  Election.  When  that  is 
over,  they  have  little  influence  upon 
I  the  proceedings  of  the  elected  council. 
.The  hon.  Gentleman  said  if  this  Bill 
passed,  it  would  exclude  the  minority 
altogether.  I  venture  to  say  that  I 
do  not  believe  any  County  Council  in 
England  or  Wales  would  be  guilty  of 
such  a  proceeding;  and  I  have  no 
doubt  that  county  gentlemen,  clergy- 
men, and  others,  would  be  put  upon 
the  Commission  of  the  Peace,  front 
time  to  time,  by  the  Councils  of 
counties  where  Nonconformists  may 
be  in  a  large  majority. 

6.55.)  Mb.  STORY-MASKELYNB 
ilts,  Cricklade)  :  Sir,  I  believe  this 
ill  to  be  one  that  can  very  easily  be 
put  in  shape  in  Committee,  and  I  think 
it  ought  to  be  read  a  second  time.  A 
great  deal  has  been  said  about  the  ques- 
tion of  election,  and  something  was  said 
about  the  faddist  who  would  be  brought 
into  the  field  to  put  this  and  that  per- 
son on  the  Bencn,  but  it  seems  to  be 
forgotten  that  what  is  proposed  by  this 
Bill  is  a  system  of  election  carried  out 
not  by  the  people,  but  by  a  grave  and 
thoroughly  representative  body,  namely 
the  County  Council.  To  such  a  body  I 
can  see  no  objection,  not  to  giving  the 
whole  of  the  magisterial  appointments 
to  them,  but  to  giving  them  a  portion. 
This  Bill  proposes  that  one  Magistrate 
should  be  appointed  for  each  Petty 
Sessional  Division.  The  election  of  a 
Magistrate  is  a  very  different  thing 
from  the  election  of  a  Judge  by  popular 
vote.  In  the  one  case  you  have  to  take 
into  consideration  that  the  man  who  is 
to  be  appointed  Judge  has  already 
shown  great  judicial  capacity  and 
knowledge  of  Law,  but  the  individual 
Magistrate  is  only  one  of  several  who 
act  together,  and  if  he  can  bring  to  the 
Bench  the  necessary  time  and  the 
necessary  knowledge,  I  think  it  would 
be  a  very  good  thing  if  he  were  ap- 
pointed in  the  way  proposed  by  this 
Bill. 

(6.58.)  Mr.  HENEAGE  (Great 
Grimsby) :  Sir,  I  agree  with  the  hon. 
Member  for  Somersetshire  that  this  is  a 
crude  and  a  badly  drawn  Bill,  but  I  am 
not  prepared  to  condemn  it  in  the 
wholesale  fashion  adopted  by  the 
Home  Secretary,  and  in  voting  against 
the  Bill  I  must  not  be  taken  as  en- 
dorsing  everything    that    the    Home 
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Secretary  said.  I  am  decidedly  in 
favour  of  doing  away  with  the  pro- 
perty qualification,  and  I  am  also  in 
favour  of  striking  off  the  list  those 
magistrates  who  nave  not  attended  to 
their  duties  for  the  last  three  years.  I 
think  one  year  is  too  short. 

(7.0.)  Mb.  A.  E.  GATHOBNE- 
HABDY  (Sussex,  East  Grinstead):  I 
only  wish  to  point  out  that  the  pro- 
perty qualification  is  not  removed  by 
this  Bill,  which  merely  removes  it  in 
the  case  of  .the  new  members  to  be 
elected.  If  it  had  been  simply  a  ques- 
tion of  the  property  qualification,  I 
should  have  been  very  much  inclined 
to  agree  with  the  last  speaker ;  but  the 
principle  of  this  Bill  appears  to  be  that 
of  electing  Magistrates,  and  to  that  I 
am  opposed.  For  that  reason  I  intend 
to  give  my  vote  against  the  Second 
Beading. 

Question  put,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now 
read  a  second  time." 


The    House     divided : — Ayes 
Noes  168.— (Div.  List,  No.  3.) 

Words  added. 


125; 


Main  Question,  as  amended,  put  and 
agreed  to. 

Second    Beading    put    off   for    six 
months. 

LOCAL  TAXATION  (CU8TOM8  AND 
EXCISE)  ACT  (1890)  AMENDMENT 
BILL.— (No.  129.) 

SECOND  BEADING. 

(7.15.)    Order  for  Second  Beading 
read. 

*Sra    A.    BOLLIT    (Islington,    S.): 
I    bring    in    this    Bill    at    the     re- 

3uest  of  the  Municipal  Corporations 
Lssociation,  which  consists  of  the 
municipal  boroughs  of  the  United 
Kingdom,  including  both  county  and 
non-county  boroughs;  and  a  Resolu- 
tion in  favour  of  this  Bill  was  passed 
unanimously  by  that  Association  after 
a  discussion,  in  which  the  interests  of 
both  county  and  non-county  boroughs 
were  represented.  The  bill  also  bears 
the  endorsement  of  men  of  all  political 
parties.  By  the  Local  Taxation 
(Customs  and  Excise)  Act  of  1890, 
large  funds  are  placed  at  the 
disposal  of  County  Councils  for  the 
purposes  of  technical  education.    The 
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administration  of  those  funds  vests  in 
the  County  Council  themselves,  and 
the     claims   of    municipal    borough^. 
which   are    non-county    boroughs,   to 
have  the  administration  of  them  are 
not    recognised,    except    permissively 
under  a  provision  of  the  Local  Taxation 
Act,  by  which  non-county  boroughs  may 
be  permitted  by  the  County  Council  to 
distribute  their  own  share  of  the  grant. 
Now,  in  many  cases,  this  permission 
has    been    refused    by    the    County 
Council,  and  in  some  other  instances! 
notably    in     Lancashire,   when    per- 
mission has  been  granted,  conditions 
have  been  fixed  which  are  at  variance 
with     the    principles    of    local    self- 
government,      and     subordinate,     in 
many  respects,  the  non-county  borough 
to    the    views    and    instructions   of 
the    County    Council.      The    County 
Council    has,    in    some    oases,   eves 
attempted    to    impose    conditions   if 
to     local     government      within    the* 
borough  itself   as  a  condition  of  the 
administration    of    any    part    of  the 
technical  education  grant.  The  ground! 
on  which  a  change  is  now  proposed  in 
the  law  are  :  first,  that  a  provision  that 
the  right  of  administration  should  not 
be  permissive,  but  obligatory  on  the 
part  of  municipal  boroughs,  would  be 
for  the  advantage  of  local  self-govern- 
ment.   The  municipal  boroughs  have 
set  both  a  precedent  and  example  for 
county   administration.     The   County 
Councils    of  which    no  one  has  any 
jealousy,  and  certainly  not  I,  but  mutt 
the  contrary,  for  I  heartily  supported 
the  County    Councils    Act    of    1888* 
are    a    newer   institution,  and   those 
who  are  members  of  them  are  neoes- 
sarily  wanting  yet  in  the  long  acquired 
experience  which  has  been  obtained  by 
members  of    municipal    corporations. 
Then  I    contend    that    the    proposed 
change  will  be  an  advantage  to  teonhnt* 
cal  education  itself,  and  I  need  not  re- 
mind the  House  of  the  variety  of  forms 
which  technical  education  necessarily 
assumes.     It  has  to  be  adapted  to  many 
trades,  to  many   occupations,   and  to 
many  surroundings.     For  instance,  the 
County     of    York    is     one     of     the 
chief    governmental     areas    in    Eng- 
land,   and     the     avocations     of    its 
people    are  very  various,   so    that  in 
administering  the  education  grant,  an 
account  must  be  taken  of  an  almost 
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nfinite  variety  of  circumstances.  It  is 
tlmost  impossible  to  secure  in  one 
Dentral  County  Council,  men  of  the 
r&ried  capacities  required  in  many  dis- 
tricts in  such  a  large  area  for  dealing 
irith  technical  education.  And,  apart 
altogether  from  the  question  of  local 
lelf -government,  technical  education  de- 
nands  local  application,  and  it  is  only 
ihrough  some  local  system  that  it  can 
>e  made  thoroughly  effective.  The 
object  of  this  Bill  is  to  make  obligatory 
phat,  in  some  counties,  has  been  re- 
used, and  in  others  granted  only  under 
Hsparaging  conditions.  The  Bill  will 
suable  any  non-county  borough  having 
ass  than  50,000  inhabitants,  fco  require, 
>y  notice  to  the  County  Council,  that 
fag  share  of  the  grant  shall  be  placed  at 
its  own  disposal  for  the  purpose  of 
neeting  the  wants  of  that  particular 
locality.  The  manner  in  which  the 
Bill  is  to  be  worked  is  indicated  by 
Section  3,  in  which  the  share  of  a 
borough  in  the  money  received  by  the 
Council  of  the  county  is  to  be  ascertained 
for  the  purposes  of  this  Act,  accord- 
ing to  the  proportion  which  the  rateable 
wae  of  the  borough  bears  to  the  rate- 
able value  of  the  whole  administration 
af  the  county  ;  and  when  that  propor- 
tion has  been  ascertained,  then  the 
transfer  of  the  fund  will  be  made,  and 
It  will  in  future  be  administered  in  the 
locality  according  to  its  requirements, 
there  are  one  or  two  precedents  which 
Daaterially  bear  upon  this  question.  In 
the  first  place,  in  the  discussion  in  this 
House  on  the  Transfer  of  Powers  Bill, 
the  autonomy  of  the  non-county 
boroughs  was  distinctly  recognised  by 
the  President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board ;  and  there  is  another  precedent 
Bven  more  in  point,  for  in  the  Technical 
Education  Act  of  1889,  powers  are 
riven  to  any  local  authority  to  provide 
or  technical  instruction,  and  the  defini- 
ion  of  "  local  authority "  is,  that  it 
deans  the  Council  of  any  county  or 
►orough,  and  any  Urban  Sanitary 
Luthority  within  the  meaning  of  the 
tablio  Health  Act,  the  latter  two  of 
rhich  are  distinctly  local  bodies  and 
todies  of  small  area ;  and  it  is  obvious 
hat  it  is  undesirable  there  should  be  a 
rant  of  conformity  between  the  sources 
ad  areas  for  the  provision  of  tech- 
ical  instruction.  I  will  only  deal 
oally  with   one    objection  which    I 


think  may  be  raised  to  this  Bill,  and 
that  is  that  the  passage  of  the  County 
Councils  Bill  has  been  so  recent  as 
to  create  an  indisposition  to  effect  an 
alteration  in  it  without  giving  the  Act 
some  reasonable  trial.  My  answer  is 
that  some  years  have  now  elapsed  since 
that  measure  was  passed,  and  that,  un- 
doubtedly, while  its  general  scope  and 
operation  has  been  beneficial  to  the 
community,  there  are  minor  defects 
in  practice  that  suggest  themselves  for 
remedy,  and  which|  being  redressed, 
will  give  greater  strength  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Statute.  I  beg  to  move 
the  Second  Beading  of  the  Bill. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time."— (Sir  A.  Bollit.) 

(7.30.)    The  SECRETABY  to  the 
LOCAL    GOVERNMENT     BOARD- 
(Mr.  W.  H.  Long,  Wilts,  Devizes) :  I 
am  sure,  Sir,  the  House  will  admit  very 
readily  the  full  right  of  my  hon.  Friend 
to  propose  a  measure  of  this  kind,  and' 
to     represent,    on     such    a    question 
either     Municipal      Corporations     or 
the    subject    of    technical    education 
itself.    But  I  want  to  point  out  that 
there  are  two  questions  which  we  have 
to  consider  when  we  approach  this  Bill. 
The  first  is,  What  would  be  the  effect  on 
Local  Government  of  such  a  measure ; 
and  the  second  is  what  would  be  the* 
effect  of  the  Bill  on  Technical  Education 
itself  ?  As  far  as  local  government  goes- 
I  am  not  prepared  to    say   for    one 
moment  that  the  effect  would  be  in  any 
way  injurious.     At  the  same  time  it 
must  be  evident  that  it  departs  to  some- 
extent  from  the  conclusions  arrived  at 
by  the  House  when  it  passed  the  Bill 
of  1888,  and,  later  on,  when  it  passed 
the  Local  Taxation  (Customs  and  Excise}* 
Act  of  1890.      This  question  of   the 
subordination  of  boroughs  of  less  than 
50,000    inhabitants    to     the    County 
Council  in    the    matter    of    technical 
education  was  thoroughly  and  amply 
discussed  in  Committee  on  both  these 
Bills.    The  boroughs  found  able  advo- 
cates on  both  sides  of  the  House,  but 
the  House  came  to  the  conclusion  that 
in  the  interest  of  local  government  the 
County  Councils  should  be  as  large  and 
powerful  as  was  possible.     Whether  it 
would  be  wise  or  not  in  the  interests  of 
technical  education  to  reduce  the  powers* 
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deliberately  conferred  on  County  Coun- 
cils by  these  Acts  I  will  not  now  stop 
to  consider.  How  can  we  regard  the 
Bill  from  the  point  of  view  of  technical 
education  ?  My  hon.  Friend  told  us 
that  there  were  some  cases  in  which 
County  Councils  had  rather  restricted 
their  action.  I  do  not  imagine  they 
have  been  absolutely  free  from  blame 
in  the  matter,  but  anybody  who  has 
noted  their  action  on  the  Bill  of  1890 
will  agree  that  they  have  taken 
enormous  pains  to  give  practical  effect 
to  that  Bill,  and  devoted  themselves  to 
it  with  a  rare  ability  and  spirit,  which 
does  them  credit,  and  it  would  be  a 
mistake  to  do  anything  in  a  hurry  and 
without  grave  consideration,  which 
might  result  in  restricting  their  action, 
and  thereby  setting  back  to  that 
extent  technical  education  throughout 
the  country.  My  hon.  Friend,  in 
anticipating  some  of  the  objections 
which  might  be  raised  against  the 
Bill,  said  that  some  years  had  elapsed 
since  the  two  Acts  were  passed.  That 
term,  some  years,  is  capable  of  very 
elastic  interpretation.  The  County 
Councils  had  only  been  in  existence 
three  years — in  fact,  the  three  years  since 
their  first  election  have  not  yet  expired — 
and  the  Local  Taxation  Bill  was  passed 
in  1890. 

Sir  A.  BOLLIT :  I  did  not  refer  to 
that. 

Mb.  LONG :  Both  measures  are 
comparatively  new,  and  deal  with 
very  important  questions.  I  hope  I 
have  said  nothing  which  would  appear 
to  oppose  the  Bill  or  the  principle  it 
upholds.  It  may  be  that  it  is  a  good 
measure,  and  that  its  principle  is  good, 
but  the  House  must  bear  in  mind  that 
the  possibilities  to  which  I  have 
referred  do  exist,  and  I  would  recom- 
mend the  House,  remembering  these 
facts,  and  also  that  the  Bill  was 
only  printed  and  circulated  this 
morning,  and  also  the  largeness  of  the 
question,  not  to  proceed  to  decide  aye  or 
no  on  this  Bill  to-night,  if  my  hon. 
Friend  and  his  supporters  will  consent 
to  the  adjournment  of  the  Debate, 
for  these  brief  reasons — that  the 
County  Councils,  which  will  be 
seriously  affected,  may  have  time  to 
consider  the  measure ;  and  that  those 
who  are  interested  in  technical  educa- 
tion may  decide  whether  the  measure 
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is  one  to  find  favour  with  them.    At 
present  both  these  bodies  are  in  the 
same  position  as  the  House  with  regard 
to  the  Bill  and  its  proposals.    Then, 
when  the  House  and  the  Government 
are  seized  of  this  information,  they  will 
be  in  a  better  position  to  decide  whether 
the   principle    should   be  earned,  or 
whetner  local    government    and   the 
promotion  of  technical  education  should 
be  left  as  it  is.      I  venture  farther  to 
add   this:      The    House   will   regret 
as    much    as    I     do     the     absence 
of     the     President     of     the     Local 
Government    Board    through    illness, 
and  is,  I  am  sure,  sensible  of  the  loss 
sustained  by  his  absence.    H  my  hon. 
Friend  and  his  supporters  will  consent 
to  the  course  I  suggest,  when  the  Bill 
comes  on  again  the  EEouse  will,  I  hope, 
have  the  benefit  of  the  presence  and 
counsel  of  my  right  hon.  Friend,  who 
has  been  so  closely  identified  with  the 
measures  with  which  this  Bill  desk. 
I  beg  to  move  the  Adjournment  of  the 
Debate. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Debate  be  now  adjourned." 
— (Mr.  Long.) 

Sir  A.  BOLLIT :  I  do  not  think, 
Sir,  I  can  resist  the  appeal  of  my  hoe> 
Friend,  and,  with  the  concurrence  of  my 
hon.  Friends,  I  accede  to  it. 

Motion  agreed  to. 


GREENWICH  HOSPITAL. 
Accounts  presented, — for  the  yee* 
ended  31st  March  1891,  with  report  of 
the  Comptroller  and  Auditor  General 
thereon  [by  Act]  ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

SIAM  (No.  1, 1892). 
Copy  presented,— of  Beport  on  ft 
Journey  in  the  Me-Kong  Valley  by  Mr. 
W.  J.  Archer,  First  Assistant  in  Her 
Majesty's  Consular  Service  in  Staffl 
(with  a  map)  [by  Command] ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

CONTAGIOUS  DISEASES  (ANIMALS) 
ACTS  (1878  to  1890). 
Copies  presented,— of  an  Order, 
dated  the  5th  February  1892,  and  the 
Animals  (Amendment)  Order  of  1892. 
No.  2  [by  Act]  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table* 

House  adjourned  at  twtmtf  miwfc* 

before  Eight  o'clock. 
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SE    OF    COMMONS, 

zsday,  17th  February,  1892. 


ouse  met  at  Twelve  o'clock. 

)  Notice  taken,  that  40  Mem- 
3  not  present ;  House  counted, 
Members  being  found  present, 

JANK    OF    ENGLAND. 

laid  upon  the  Table  by  the 
the  House. 

1  all  applications  made  by  the  First 
ihe  Treasury  and  the  Chancellor  of 
quer  to  the  Governor  and  Deputy 
of  the  Bank  of  England  for  ad- 
Government  authorised  by  Parlia- 
a  5th  January,  1891,  to  5th  January, 

iCt.] 

R  IN  DIVISION   LIST,  No.  2. 

.  ROBINSON  (Gloucester) :  I 
to  call  your  attention  to  the 
it  in  the  taking  down  of 
tes  for  the  Division  List 
lay  last  my  name  has  been 
as  having  voted  against  the 
tent  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Ifast  (Mr.  Sexton).  I  beg  to 
as  not  in  the  House,  and  did 
on  that  occasion. 
PEAKER :  The  correction  has 
been  made.  The  hon.  Mem- 
observe  an  erratum  in  the 
'  issued  to-day,  the  name  of 
.  Member  for  Dudley  (Mr. 
Robinson)  being  inserted  in 
that  of  the  hon.  Member. 

• 

DERS   OF  THE  DAY. 


>AL     FRANCHISE    (IRELAND) 
BILL.— (No.  34.) 
SECOND   READING. 

for  Second  Reading  read. 

)  Mr.  CONDON  (Tipperary, 
rising  to  move  that  this  Bill 
ead  a  second  time  I  have  the 
jonfidencein  the  result  Relieving 
justice  of  the  claim  embodied 
easure  will  commend  itself  to 
led  men  in    all  parts  of  the 

The  main  provisions  of  the 
simply  an  embodiment  of  the 

that  the  municipal  franchise 

I.  [NEW    SERIES.] 


in  Ireland  should  be  assimilated  to  the 
same  franchise  as  England.  We  .have 
noticed  in  the  Speech  from  the  Throne 
that  Her  Majesty's  Government  intend 
to  propose  legislation 

"  For  applying  to  Ireland  the  general  prin- 
ciples affecting  Local  Government  which  have 
already  been  adopted  in  Great  Britain." 

And  the  proposition  we  now  submit 
is  that  the  principle  shall  be  applied 
to  the  municipal  franchise.  This  Bill 
has  been  discussed  in  this  House  over 
and  over  again,  and  the  consensus  of 
opinion,  even  in  times  not  quite  so 
advanced  as  the  present,  has  been  in 
favour  of  the  principle  of  the  Bill.  I 
assume  that  there  are  a  great  many 
Members  in  the  House  acquainted  with 
the  extraordinary  position  Ireland  occu- 
pies in  relation  to  this  matter  as  com- 
pared with  England ;  but,  still,  I  think  it 
my  duty  to  lay  before  the  House  a  few 
points  of  dissimilarity  in  the  position  of 
our  country.  There  are  four  classes  of 
municipal  towns  in  Ireland,  each  class 
having  a  different  franchise.  There  are 
the  municipal  corporations  of  Dublin, 
Cork,  Limerick,  Waterford,  London- 
derry, and  so  on,  eleven  in  number,  and 
in  these  towns  the  municipal  franchise 
is  of  the  most  prohibitive  character.  It 
is  a  £10  qualification,  and  any  hon. 
Member  who  is  acquainted  with  Ireland 
will  acknowledge  that  a  £10  rating 
qualification  means  almost  disfranchise- 
ment to  the  population  generally.  In 
the  second  class  are  the  towns  incorpo- 
rated under  the  Act  9  Geo.  IV. ;  in 
the  third  class  are  the  towns  under  the 
Towns  Improvement  Act  of  1854,  and 
these  are  77  in  number  ;  and,  lastly,  there 
are  the  townships  with  special  Acts,  such 
as  Blackrock  and  others.  In  the  first 
group  we  have  mostly  a  £10  rating 
qualification.  Dublin  and  Belfast  are 
exceptions,  and  Belfast  occupies  a  dis- 
tinct position,  owing  to  the  Act  which 
was  passed  in  recent  years  at  the 
instance  of  my  hon.  Friend  (Mr. 
Sexton).  Though  Dublin  has  nominally 
a  household  franchise,  yet  it  is  in  reality 
a  rating  qualification  of  £8 ;  that  is  to 
say,  a  man  must  have  been  resident  for 
three  years,  or  be  rated  at  £8.  1  need 
not  go  into  particulars  of  other  towns 
in  the  third  and  fourth  classes.  In  the 
third  class  a  £4  rating  qualifies  for  the 
franchise,  which  means  in  some  of  the 
small  towns    practical  disqualification 
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for  the  bulk  of  the  inhabitants.  Our 
contention,  I  say,  is,  as  we  put  it  forward 
in  this  Bill,  that  Ireland  and  England 
should  be  on  the  same  footing  as  regards 
the  municipal  franchise.  We  hope  and 
believe  that  the  House  will  agree  with 
us  in  this  contention,  that  the  House 
will  affirm  the  principle,  that  the  people 
of  Ireland  are  as  much  entitled  to  the 
use  of  the  municipal  franchise  as  are 
the  people  of  England,  and  I  say  they 
are  as  qualified  to  exercise  the  right 
of  citizens  in  every  respect  as  are  the 

Eeople  of  England.  I  have  some  figures 
ere,  which  I  have  taken  from  the  latest 
statistics  I  have  at  hand,  which  will 
show  the  House  with  what  gross  un- 
fairness we  are  treated  in  this  matter. 
There  are  11  corporate  towns  in  Ireland 
governed  by  Mayors,  Aldermen,  and 
Councillors,  and  I  will  quote  figures  in 
relation  to  six  of  these.  I  could  quote 
the  figures  for  all  if  it  were  necessary  to 
do  so,  but  I  do  not  think  it  is  desirable. 
Those  I  give  will  be  sufficient  to  illus- 
trate my  contention.  I  begin  with 
Dublin,  and  I  will  show  you  the  popu- 
lation, the  numbers  on  the  burgess 
roll  and  on  the  Parliamentary  register, 
because  I  have  a  word  or  two  to  say 
upon  the  difference  between  the  Parlia- 
mentary and  the  municipal  franchise  ; 
and  I  will  afterwards  institute  a  com- 
parison between  these  towns  and  towns 
of  an  equal  population  in  England,  to 
show  what  an  anomaly  exists.  I  take 
the  City  of  Dublin,  the  metropolis  of 
Ireland.  It  has  a  population  of 
249,000,  a  burgess  roll  of  6,644,  and  a 
Parliamentary  register  of  30,000.  Well, 
it  appears  to  me,  and  I  feel  sure  that 
no  Member  of  the  House  will  contest 
the  proposition,  that  the  affairs  of  the 
nation,  as  discussed  in  this  Imperial 
Parliament,  are  not  of  less  importance 
than  the  affairs  with  which  a  corpora- 
tion has  to  deal ;  and  if  Parliament  in 
its  wisdom  admits  30,000  of  the  popu- 
lation of  the  City  of  Dublin  to  the 
Parliamentary  franchise,  then  surely, 
at  least,  an  equal  proportion  should  be 
permitted  to  exercise  the  municipal 
franchise.  Yet  here  we  find  that  the 
Parliamentary  franchise  exceeds  by 
almost  five  times  the  municipal  fran- 
chise. In  the  City  of  Cork  there 
is  a  population  of  80,000,  and  I  find  on 
the  burgess  roll  2,059  names,  and  the 
Parliamentary    register    has     11,500, 
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and  my    remark    applies    equally  to 
Cork.      The   City    of    Limerick  is   a 
more    notable   instance  in   the  same 
direction.      With    a    population     of 
38,000,  Limerick  has  a  Durgess  roll  of 
457,   whereas  on    the   Parliamentary 
register  there  are  4,827  of  the  inhabi- 
tants.    Well,  of  course,  if  there  were 
nothing  else  to  attract  the  attention  of 
hon.  Members  as  something  demanding 
remedy,  Limerick  would  Be  sufficient 
upon    which  to    base    my  claim   for 
reform.    Waterford  has  a  population  of 
22,000,  burgess  roll  679,  and  the  Par- 
liamentary  franchise  in  the  hands  of 
4,000.     Londonderry,  with  a  popula- 
tion of  29,000,  has  a  burgess  roll  01799, 
and  a  Parliamentary  register  of  4,200. 
From  the  extraordinary  differences  in 
the  figures  relating  to  the  two  franchises, 
as  by  Law  established,  it  must  strike  hon. 
Members  as  being  of  such  a  character 
as  to  demand  immediate  attention  at 
our  hands.    I  stated  a  while  ago  that  in 
the    Speech    from    the    Throne  the 
Government  have  signified  their  inten- 
tion of  meeting  out  equal  justice  in  the 
matter  of   local  government  to  Eng- 
land, Scotland,  and  Ireland  ;  and  now  I 
invite  attention  to  figures  as  they  affect 
towns  in  England  of  about  the  same 
size  as  the  Irish  towns  I  have  men- 
tioned, to  show  the  discrepancy,  the 
injustice,   of  the  franchise  law  under 
which  our  people  suffer  almost  muni- 
cipal disfranchisement.  First,  I  take,ai 
comparable  with  Dublin  in  population, 
the  English  town  of  Bristol.    Dublin 
has  a  population  of  249,000,  Bristol  has 
somewhat  less  in  population,  206,000. 
But    while    Bristol  has  this   smaller 
population,  it  has  a  burgess  roll  of 
27,600,  as  against  6,644    in    Dublin. 
Certainly  an  extraordinary  difference 
between  the  two.    Then  Cork  has  its 
80,000     inhabitants,    and    2,059    on 
its    burgess    roll,    and    I    take   the 
town   of   Cardiff  as  about  the  same 
size,  a  population  of  82,000,  that  is 
2,000   more  than  Cork.    Let  Cardiff 
have  all  the  benefit  it  is  entitled  to 
from  this  extra  population.     Still,  that 
does  not  explain  why  Cardiff  should 
have  a  burgess  roll  of  11,400  and  Cork 
only  2,059.     Surely,  revision  is  wanted 
here.    Now,  Limerick  affords  a  most 
remarkable    example    of    the    extra- 
ordinary condition  of  municipal  affairs 
as  between  England  and  Ireland.    The 
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City  of  Limerick,  as  I  have  said,  has  a 
population  of  38,000,  and  I  take  the 
English  town  of  Cambridge  for  the 
sake  of  comparison.  Cambridge  has  a 
>pulation  of  35,363,  or,  in  round 
res,  3,000  less  than  Limerick.  But 
WJiiie  the  burgess  roll  in  Limerick 
numbers  457,  Cambridge,  with  its 
population  3,000  less,  has  5,400  bur- 

g  esses  on  its  roll.  Well,  then,  I  say, 
:  we  are  to  have  anything  approaching 
equal  treatment  in  these  matters, 
Limerick  demands  attention.  Water- 
ford  has  22,000  inhabitants  and  679 
on  its  burgess  roll  ;  and  I  find  in 
England,  Canterbury,  with  almost  the 
same  population — within  a  few  hun- 
dreds— has  a  burgess  roll  of  3,090. 
Londonderry  comes  next,  population 
29,000,  burgess  roll  799 ;  and  the  town 
in  England  I  compare  with  it  is 
Colchester,  with  upwards  of  28,000  in- 
habitants and  a  burgess  roll  of  4,500. 
In  the  town  of  Clonmel  there  is  a 
population  of  9,300,  and  its  burgess  roll 
numbers  275,  while  the  English  town 
of  Harrogate  has  a  population  of  9,400, 
but  1,700  burgesses.  These  figures 
will  show  the  House  how  unfairly 
Ireland  is  treated  in  its  municipal 
representation  in  an  equal  number 
of  English  and  Irish  towns.  While  in 
Ireland,  out  of  a  population  of  427,000, 
there  are  something  less  than  11,000  of 
the  inhabitants  on  the  burgess  rolls,  in 
England,  with  a  population  of  nearly 
383,000,  there  are  53,700  on  the  bur- 
gess rolls.  In  other  words,  the  pro- 
portion of  burgesses  to  population  in 
England  is  seven  times  greater  than  is 
the  case  in  Ireland.  The  Parliamentary 
franchise  in  Ireland  is  a  household 
franchise,  and  through  that  franchise 
householders  have  the  power  to  elect 
representatives  of  Irish  interests  in  this 
Imperial  Parliament.  But  do  you  con- 
sider the  national  affairs  to  be  of 
secondary  importance  to  parochial 
and  municipal  matters  —  that  you 
require  a  higher  qualification  for  the 
municipal  franchise?  Such  a  conten- 
tion would  not  bear  discussion.  Then, 
do  yon  think  that  the  hundreds  of 
thousands  who  enjoy  the  Parliamentary 
franchise  are  more  intelligent  or  better. 
able  to  exercise  that  franchise  than 
the  educated  intelligent  artizans  and 
traders  in  Irish  towns,  who  are  debarred 
from  exercising  any  influence  in  the 


management  of  the  towns  where  they 
have  the  greatest  interest?  Speaking 
from  personal  knowledge  and  experi- 
ence among  the  artizan  and  trading 
classes  in  Ireland,  I  claim  to  say  that 
there  is  no  class  of  the  community  better 
qualified  to  exercise  any  franchise.  There 
is  gross  inconsistency  and  injustice  in 
this  display  of  mistrust  towards  these 
masses  of  the  Irish  people.  While 
they  are  entitled  to  vote  for  a  Member 
of  this  House,  and  in  a  great  many 
cases  for  Poor  Law  Guardians,  they  are 
debarred  by  Statute  from  voting  for  a 
member  of  a  Town  Council,  and  in 
regard  to  matters  in  which  they  have 
the  most  direct  interest.  The  Bill  I 
confidently  recommend  to  the  House  is 
to  remedy  this  anomalous  state  of 
affairs.  Municipal  boroughs  in  Ireland 
since  Reformation  days,  and  especially 
in  latter  times  since  they  became 
popularised  and  nationalised,  have 
given  proof  of  their  capacity  to  govern 
themselves  efficiently,  intelligently,  and 
economically.  We  ask  for  nothing 
under  this  Bill  beyond  what  the  Eng- 
lish people  enjoy,  and  we  appeal  to  the 
fair  minds  of  English  Members  to  give 
to  the  people  of  Ireland  those  rights — 
we  do  not  call  them  privileges — those 
rights  to  which  they  are  honestly 
entitled.  I  hope  that  if  any  opposition 
to  the  Bill  should  arise  it  will  not 
emanate  from  any  Irish  Member,  no 
matter  what  shade  of  politics  he  may 
represent  here.  Even  should  there  be 
some  opposition  I  feel  that  the  justice 
of  our  claim  must  enlist  the  sympathy 
of  the  House  generally  on  behalf  of  the 
Bill,  the  Second  Beading  of  which  I 
have  now  the  honour  to  move. 

(12.57.)  Mb.  MAURICE  HEALY 
(Cork) :  In  rising  to  second  the  Motion 
for  Second  Reading,  I  think  I  may 
congratulate  the  new  Chief  Secretary 
for  Ireland  on  the  opportunity  offered 
him  to  inaugurate  his  term  of  office  by 
effecting  this  useful  and  long  desired 
reform.  I  will  not  insult  him  or  his 
Party  by  assuming  for  a  moment  that 
he,  or  they,  have  any  intention  to 
defend  the  monstrous  state  of  things 
disclosed  by  the  facts  put  forward  in 
the  speech  of  my  hon.  Friend,  in 
a  Session  such  as  this,  when  we  are 
promised  a  measure  of  County  Govern- 
ment, framed,  broadly  speaking,  on 
equal  lines  with  the  measure  which 
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has  become  law  in  England  in  the  last 
few  years.   It  would  be  absurd,  indeed, 
to  begin  a  Session  of  this  kind  with  a 
defence  from  the  Government  Bench 
of  such  a  state  of  things  as  my  hon. 
Friend  has  described  in   his   speech. 
The  law  relating  to   Municipal    Cor- 
porations   in    Ireland     is    simply    an 
anachronism  which  it  is  impossible  to 
defend,   and  which  I  do  not  believe 
there  will  be  any  attempt  to  defend. 
We  all  know  that  when   Sir  Robert 
Peel    consented  to  reform   Municipal 
Corporations    in  Ireland,    he,  instead 
of  meting  out  to  that  country  the  same 
beneficial  treatment  which  had  a  few 
years  before  been  applied  to  English 
Corporations,  accompanied  and  clogged 
the  benefit  conveyed  to  Ireland  in  a 
number  of  ways.     One  of  these  was 
the  abolition  of  a   large    number    of 
Municipal  Corporations,  which  had  up 
to  that  time  existed ;    and,  secondly, 
there  was  the  setting  up  as  between 
England  and  Ireland  of  an  invidious 
distinction ;   for  whereas  in    England 
every  occupier  of  rated  premises  had  a 
municipal  vote    conferred  upon  him, 
there    was     set     up    in    Ireland    a 
£10     franchise,     which    has    existed 
from    that    day     to    this.      The    law 
in    Ireland    in    this    matter    remains 
exactly  what  it    was    50    years  ago ; 
while  for  England  Statute  after  Statute 
has  been  passed,  broadening  the  fran- 
chise and  extending  popular  rights  and 
privileges,  the  law  for  Ireland  remains 
substantively    as    it    did    when     Her 
Majesty  came  to  the  Throne  in  1837. 
Now,   my  hon.   Friend   has  told  the 
House  that  while  in   England  every 
householder  occupying  rated  premises 
exercises  the   municipal  franchise,  in 
Ireland  that  is  so  far  from  being  the 
case  that  a  £10  qualification  is  required. 
That  naked  fact  does  not  disclose  all 
the  enormity  of  this  absurd  state  of 
things,  for  let  me  call  attention  to  the 
fact  that  in  Ireland  there  is  a  great 
difference  between  rate  and  valuation. 
I   occupy  in   the   City  of  Cork  rated 
premises  valued  at  £10,  the  rent  of  which 
is  £50.  Now,  I  should  like  to  hear  any 
English  Member  in   any  part  of  the 
House  getting  up  and  attempting  to 
defend  a  state  of  things  of  that  kind  as 
applied  to    England.      Well,    in    the 
result,  we  have  this  extraordinary  varia- 
tion my  hon.   Friend  has  described  as 
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between    the    municipal    and    Parlia 
mentary  franchise,  and  as  between  th< 
municipal    franchise    in  England  and 
in  Ireland,  and  we  have  theextraor 
dinary  anomaly  set  up  that,  while  foi 
Parliamentary  purposes    you    have  t 
franchise    existing    in    Ireland  whicl 
one  of  the  loyal  minority  described  a 
the  time  it  was  extended  as  the  "  muc 
hovel     franchise" — which    confers     a 
vote    on    the    occupier    of    a    muc 
hovel      in     Ireland — that     while     8 
man  may  be  entitled  to  give  a  vote  or 
questions  of  Imperial  importance,  on  i 
question  of  peace  or  war,  of  Home  Rule 
— on  any  question  concerning  the  natiot 
at  large ;  when  it  comes  to  a  question  ol 
the  repair  of  the  streets  of  the  town  in 
which  he  dwells,  or  the  enforcement  ol 
sanitary  regulations  or  other  matters  ol 
municipal    government,    then   Parlia- 
ment shuts  him  out  from  any  exercise 
of  the  franchise.      Not  only  so,  but 
other    anomalies    follow.       My    hon. 
Friend  has  mentioned  that  this  stale  of 
things  was  so  gross  that  when  Parlia- 
ment came  to  deal  with  the  municipal 
affairs  of  Belfast  the  House  felt  itself 
compelled,  before  passing  a  scheme  in- 
volving  an  expenditure  of  many  hun- 
dreds of  thousands  of  pounds  in  that 
city,  to  make  provision  to  enable  bur- 
gesses to  express  their  opinion  by  an 
extension    of  the    franchise.     So  you 
have  arrived  at  this  state  of  things, 
that  while  in  the   City  of  Dublin   you 
have  some  6,000  burgesses  on  the  roll, 
in  Belfast  you  have  30,000.     So  you 
have  the  anomaly  as  between  the  Par- 
liamentary   and   municipal  franchise, 
as  between  the  municipal  franchise  in 
England  and  Ireland,  and  even  among 
the  11  municipal  boroughs  of  Ireland 
to  which  my  hon.  Friend  referred,  you 
have    three  different  municipal   fran- 
chises   in    existence.     Who    can    de- 
fend    a     state     of     things    of    this 
description?    I  am  sure   the  Govern- 
ment will  not  attempt  it.    Then,  again, 
in  Ireland  we  are  in  the  unfortunate 
position     that,    not     merely    are    we 
crippled  by  the  Municipal  Law,   but 
also  by  the  Act  in   reference  to  the 
collection  of  rates ;  and  that  which  is 
conferred  by  the  one  Act  is  taken  away 
by  the  other.     For  Dublin,  Parliament 
passed  a  special  Act    conferring  the 
right  to  vote  on  every  householder,  dis- 
tinguishing the  inhabitants  of  Dublin 
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from  the  rest  of  the  community.    But 
then   the   Act    for    the  collection    of 
rates  stepped  in;    the  effect  of  which 
7ms  to  impose  a  qualification  of  £8 
valuation.    So,  in  Dublin,  after  Parlia- 
ment had  passed  an  Act  conferring  a 
vote  on  every  householder,  the  effect  of 
the  Collection  of    Bates  Act   was    to 
restrict    that    franchise    to    premises 
valued  at  £8.     In  a  similar  way,  in 
-small  towns,  the  effect  of  restricting 
the  franchise  to  £4  valuation  is  to  shut 
out  from  the  municipal  vote  that  very 
dass  which  I  venture  to  say  has  the 
highest  title  to  it  and  the  most  need 
tor  it.      Who    are    the   people    most 
affected  by  the  government  of  the  small 
towns  in  Ireland  ?    Who  are  most  in 
need  of  sanitary  matters  being  looked 
after?    Those  who  occupy  insanitary 
houses — the  poor,    the   indigent,    the 
needy.    But  these  are  of  the  very  class 
Parliament  has  deliberately  shut  out 
from  the  exercise   of    the    municipal 
franchise.     I  am  sure,  if  we  succeed 
in  inducing  the  House  to  amend  the 
law  as  regards  the  larger  towns,  the 
Government  will  show  no  disposition  to 
limit  the  reform,  but  will  extend  it  to 
the  79  towns  governed  under  the  Act 
of  1854.     I  assume  that  no  one  will 
attempt  to  defend  the  anomaly  whereby 
in  one  small  town  the  qualification  for 
a  vote  is  a  £5  valuation,  and  in  another 
small  town  five  miles  off  a  £4  qualification 
obtains.     This  matter  of  the  municipal 
franchise  has  very  largely  attracted  the 
attention  of  the  working  classes  during 
the  last  two  or  three  years,  and  anyone 
who  has    read    the    newspapers    will 
know  that  it  is  a  matter  in  which  the 
fcrtizans  in  the  larger  towns,  such  as 
Dublin  and  Cork,  take    the  greatest 
interest.     Naturally  they  think  it  is  a 
very  strange  state  of  things  that  after 
Parliament  has  passed  a  great  reform, 
tod  every  householder  has  a  vote  for 
Parliamentary  purposes  conferred  upon 
bun,  he  should  find  himself  excluded 
from  a  share  in  the  municipal  franchise. 
J  assume  the  Government  will  announce 
to  intention  of  putting  an  end  to  such 
to  absurd  state  of  things.     But,  if  that 
fthoold  not  be  the  case,  then  I  am  afraid 
we  shall  be  obliged  to  draw  some  very 
strange  conclusions  as  to  the  proposals 
4be  right  hon.  Gentleman  intends  to 
make    when  to-morrow    he    rises    to 
-announce    reforms   in   the   system   of 


County  Government  in  Ireland.  But 
I  will  not  insult  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man by  assuming  he  has  any  disposition 
to  defend  the  present  state  of  things. 
This  Bill  is  intended  to  equalize  the 
law  between  England  and  Ireland  in 
the  matter  of  the  municipal  franchise, 
and,  after  the  repeated  declarations  in 
this  House  as  to  the  necessity  for 
governing  Ireland  by  equal  laws,  I 
assume  that  the  opportunity  has  now 
come  for  giving  effect  to  those  good 
intentions,  and  that  a  Second  Beading 
will  now  be  given  to  this  Bill.  If  this 
Bill  is  required  in  the  present  day,  it  is 
simply  because  Parliament  has  not 
been  able  to  attend  to  Irish  matters. 
To-day,  for  about  the  twentieth  time, 
the  Irish  Members  introduce  this 
measure;  and  I  hope  now,  at  the 
eleventh  hour,  the  House  will  be 
induced  to  accept  a  Bill  which  will 
place  the  Irish  people  on  a  scale  of 
equality  with  the  people  of  England. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
44  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time." — (Mr.  Condon.) 

(1.15.)  Mb.  DUNBAB  BABTON 
(Armagn,  Mid) :  The  hon.  Member 
who  introduced  this  Bill  said  that  no 
Member  of  the  House  could  find  fault 
with  it.  He  referred  to  certain  sta- 
tistics and  published  figures,  which  I 
would  remind  the  House  had  reference 
only  to  the  municipal  corporations ;  but 
he  did  not  introduce  any  statistics 
with  reference  to  the  far  larger,  and  by 
far  the  most  far-reaching  part  of  the 
Bill,  to  which  I  take  strong  exception. 
Sir,  I  take  exception  to  this  Bill  on 
three  grounds.  In  the  first  place,  it  is 
a  misleading  Bill.  Its  title  would 
mislead  anybody  acquainted  with 
Ireland  or  with  Irish  municipal  law. 
I  did  not  rely  upon  it,  though  it  did 
mislead  me.  When  I  heard  that  a 
Municipal  Franchise  Bill  was  to  be  in- 
troduced in  this  House,  I  at  once 
assumed  it  referred  only  to  the  munici- 
pal corporations,  and  I  will  show  hon. 
Members  opposite  that  I  was  right  in 
assuming  that.  I  have  followed, 
although  I  was  not  in  Parliament 
at  the  time,  the  Bills  hon.  Gentle- 
men opposite  introduced  in  1889 
and  1890.  I  have  these  Bills  with 
me,  and  I  must  say  that  they 
are      very     different      indeed      from 
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this  Bill ;  and  one  question  which  I 
should  like  to  ask  some  of  the  hon. 
Gentlemen  who  will  follow  me  in  this 
debate  is,  Why  is  it  that  in  these  two 
Bills,  which  I  have  read  most  carefully, 
they  studiously  confine  them  to  the 
municipal  corporations,  and  that  this 
year,  in  this  Bill,  the  volume  has  grown, 
so  that  instead  of  a  Bill  dealing  with 
11  municipal  corporations  this  Bill 
deals  with  116  towns  and  townships  ? 
Why  is  it,  Sir,  that  without  any  notice 
whatever  this  Bill  has  been  extended 
in  this  way,  so  that,  having,  been  twice 
introduced  in  a  form  which  made  it 
applicable  only  to  eleven  municipal 
corporations,  it  is  now  to  be  extended 
to  these  116  towns  and  townships? 
The  Irish  people  have  no  knowledge  of 
that  change.  The  statistics  of  the 
hon.  Gentleman  opposite  have  refer- 
ence to  the  municipal  corporations; 
and  in  so  far  as  those  correspond  with 
the  municipal  corporations  in  England 
under  the  Act  of  1882,  hon.  Members 
opposite  have  much  to  urge,  with 
justice  and  plausibility,  with  reference 
to  this  Bill.  When  they  speak  of 
assimilating  the  Law  of  England  to 
the  Law  of  Ireland,  they  want  to 
assimilate  it  to  the  Municipal  Corpora- 
tions Act  of  1882.  But,  Sir,  if  that  is 
so,  they  should  confine  their  Bill  to  the 
limits  of  the  Act  of  1882.  I  am  bound 
to  say  I  am  not  offering  any  narrow 
opposition  to  this  Bill,  and  I  am  cer- 
tainly not  going  to  say  anything  dis- 
respectful of  my  fellow-countrymen, 
but  I  do  say  that  this  is  a  Bill  which, 
under  a  disguise,  proposes  to  effect  a 
change  of  which  Ireland  knows  no- 
thing. Now,  what  are  the  towns 
which  will  be  affected  ?  There  are  12 
towns  and  townships  under  a  special 
Act  of  their  own,  and  I  should  like  to 
ask  the  representatives  of  North  and 
South  Dublin  and  of  the  St.  Stephen's 
Green  Division  whether  they  are  aware 
what  the  Bill  proposes,  and  whether  they 
know  that  the  Bill  contains  provisions 
which  were  not  in  the  Bills  of  the  last 
two  years  I  have  mentioned?  Within 
the  last  three  weeks  I  saw  a  discussion 
that  took  place  in  the  Blackrock  town- 
ship with  reference  to  a  Sewage  Bill, 
and  the  question  of  the  franchise  being 
altered  was  then  discussed,  but  no 
mention  was  made,  or  hint  given, 
during  that  discussion  by  the  people  of 
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that  county  that  they  were  aware  thai 
a  Bill  was  in  preparation  or  about  to 
be  introduced  to  alter  the  municipal 
franchise.     These    towns    and    town- 
ships will  be  surprised  to  hear  to-mor- 
row that  this  House  has  been  occupied 
to-day  in  discussing  this  matter,  upon 
a  Bill  which  seeks  to  effect  so  large 
a    change.      When    the   House    was- 
asked    the    other    night    to    confirm 
a    Resolution  that    it    was  incapable 
of  governing  Ireland,  I  think  we  are. 
entitled  to  put  forward  this  Bill  as  a 
specimen    of     what    Irish    Members- 
would    do    in    an    Irish    Parliament.. 
I  want  to  know  whether  these  towns, 
and  townships  are  aware  that  a  Bill  of 
this  kind  has  been  introduced  into  this 
House  ?  In  Ireland  the  franchise  varies. 
In    Blackrock  the  franchise  is  £8,  in 
Bray  £7,  in  Dalkey  £4,  in  Kingstown. 
£4.     Under  the  Act  of  1828  there  are, 
eight  towns,  including  Armagh,  which 
I  have  the  honour  of  representing,  with 
a  £5  franchise.    Hon.  Members  seem 
to  think  that  towns  like  Armagh  should 
have  their  constitution  altered  without 
the  Town  Council  or  anybody  else  being 
consulted.     There  are  84  towns  under 
the  Act  of  1854  which  have  a  £4  rating, 
franchise  that  will  be  entirely  altered 
by  this  Bill.     I  ask,  have  any  of  these 
towns  been  consulted  ?    If  not,  then  I 
submit  that  my  constituents  should  not 
have  their  franchise  altered   without 
full  notice  and  adequate  opportunity  of 
discussion.     Now,  I  must  refer  for  one, 
moment  to  the  Bill  itself.     I  observe 
that  the  term  of  residence  proposed  by. 
this  Bill  is  six  months.     In  England 
the  period  fixed  by  the  Municipal  Cor- 
porations Act  of  1882  is  12  months. 

Mb.  MAURICE    HEALY    (Cork): 
No  ;  rating  12,  residence  6. 

Mb.  BARTON  :  I  do  not  think  that 
six  months  is  the  period  of  the  English 
Act.     However,   passing  from  that,  I 
find  a  remarkable  change  in  this  Bill- 
as  compared  with  the  Bills  which  were^ 
introduced  in  1889  and  1890.     I  find 
that  the  rates  to  be  discharged  in  order 
to  qualify  a  voter  are  only  the  rates, 
paid   by   the   Governing    feody  —  the. 
borough  rate. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Longford,  N.) : . 
That  is  in  accordance  with  Irish  law. 

Mb.  BARTON:    The    English  law 
requires  that  the  poor  rate,  as  well  as\ 
the  borough  rates,  should  be  paid,  in 
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order  to  enable  a  householder  to  qualify, 
And  in  the  Bills  of  1889  and  1890  a  pro- 
Tirion   of  that  kind  was  found.    The 
change    this    year     is     so     remark- 
able  as    to    justify    me    in     asking 
hoc.  Gentlemen  opposite  for  some  ex- 
planation.     Then,    Sir,    there    is    an 
extraordinary    omission   to    which    I 
would  like  to  call  attention,  namely, 
the  absence  of  any  proviso  relating  to 
the  disqualification  of  voters,  which  is 
in  the  Belfast  Act  and  the  English  Act. 
Do  hon.  Members  mean  to   repeal  this 
disqualification    and     to     enfranchise 
those    who    are    in    receipt     of    poor 
relief  ?     Now,  Sir,  the  last  two  sections 
of  the  Bill  are  very  remarkable  sections, 
because,  unlike  anything  I  have  ever 
seen  in   an  Act    of   Parliament,    the 
Bill  proposes  that  the  duty  of  making 
and  issuing  claims,  revising  the  lists, 
hearing  the  claims,  and  so  forth,  should 
be    left    to    the    Local    Government 
Board,  to  which  they  also  give  the  wide 
discretion  of  enumerating    the    Acts, 
which  they  thought,  judicially  or  other- 
wise, were  repealed  by  this  Act.     The 
ordinary  course  is  to  set  forth  carefully 
in   a  Schedule  any    Acts  which    are 
altered,  so  that  hon.    Members    may 
know  which  are  repealed  and  which 
are  not.     Here  the  Local  Government 
Board  are  left  to  do  the  work.     I  am 
glad   that    hon.   Members  have    such 
confidence  in  the  Local  Government 
Board.   It  is  certainly  most  suggestive, 
now  that  we  are  about  to  be  asked  to 
establish  County  Government  in  Ire- 
land.    When  it  is  urged  that  there  is 
necessity  in  Ireland  as  in  England  and 
Scotland  for  a  Central  Authority  to  con- 
trol the  County  Boards,  it  will  not  lie 
in    the    mouths    of    hon.    Gentlemen 
opposite  to  deny  that  the  Irish  Local  Go- 
vernment Board  can  be  safely  entrusted 
with  such  controlling  power,  because 
they  have  given  to  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  in  their  own  Bill  powers  of 
modifying  and  repealing  Acts  of  Parlia- 
ment  far    wider  than  anything  that 
Irish  Members  sitting  on  this  side  of 
the  House  would  suggest  with  reference 
to  Local  Bodies  in  Ireland.    I  do  not 
blame  hon.  Members  much  for  this  Bill, 
because  we  have  it  on  the  authority  of 
a  Dublin  newspaper,  the  Evening  Press, 
that  this  is  a  hurriedly-drafted  Bill, 
introduced  for  the  purpose  of  catching 
this  Wednesday.    Nor,  Sir,  do  I  think 


hon.  Members  can  blame  me  as  the  Re- 
presentative of  a  constituency,  three  or 
four  towns  of  which  will  be  affected,  if 
I   take    objection    to  their    privileges 
and  their  constitution  being  altered  by 
a  Bill  drawn  in  this  hasty  way.     It  is 
disrespectful  to  the  Municipal   Autho- 
rities.    I  will  ask,  Do  hon.  Gentlemen 
seriously  invite  the  House  to  endorse 
this  Bill,  which  their  own  newspaper  says 
has  been  hastily  drafted,  and   which 
they  cannot  say  adequately  deals  with 
the  subject  ?   If  they  want  to  assimilate 
the  law  of  England  and  Ireland,   let 
them  bring  in  a  Municipal  Reform  Bill, 
as  was  done  in  the  Municipal  Corpora- 
tion Act  of  1882 — one  of  those  great 
codifying  Acts  which  have  placed  the 
various     branches     of     the     English 
law    upon  a  clear  and  simple  basis. 
I  do  not  believe  that  the  other  Cor- 
porations desire  to  have  their  franchise 
reduced.     In  the  City  of  Armagh,  my 
own  constituency,  those  who  are  rated 
under  £5  have  no  votes  ;  but  they  pay 
no  rates,  and  when  it  was  proposed  to 
make  a  reduction,  there  was  no  desire 
for  it.     But  whether  they  want  it  or 
not,  whether  it  is  right  in  principle  or 
not,  I  venture  to  submit  that  nothing 
should  be  done  which  would  bind  this 
House  to  any  interference   with  the 
franchise  of  the  towns  and  counties  of 
Ireland    outside    the  Municipal   Cor- 
porations Act. 

♦(1.44.)    Mr.  CLANCY  (Dublin  Co., 

N.) :        We      have      heard       many 

objections  to  the  municipal  franchise 

in  Ireland ;   but  I  think  the  weakest 

reasons  ever  offered  in  opposition  to 

this  Bill  have  just  been  advanced  by 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Mid 
Armagh.  He  has  not  been  very  long 
in  this  House ;  but  I  must  congratulate 
him  upon  having,  within  the  space  of 
one  week,  acquired  all  the  stock  of  cut- 
and-dried  objections  to  Irish  reform. 
This  measure  has  always  been,  in  the 
opinion  of  Gentlemen  opposite,  too 
small  or  too  big,  and  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  considers  it  too 
small. 

Mr.  BARTON:  My  observations 
had  reference  to  the  eleven  municipal 
corporations.  With  reference  to  them, 
I  know  of  no  ground  of  opposition  to 
the  Bill,  though  I  would  rather  like  to 
have    them    dealt    with  as  a  whole. 
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With  regard  to  other  towns,  I  stren- 
uously object  to  this  Bill. 
♦Mr.  CLANCY:  Then  it  appears  I 
was    wrong,   and  that  the  hon.   and 
learned  Gentleman's  objection  is  that 
the  Bill  is  too  big.     But  I  am  afraid 
that  if  it  were  smaller  his  objection 
would  still  remain,  for    somehow    or 
other    the    Conservative    Party    have 
always  found  objections  to  this  measure, 
and  we  have  never  got  the  slightest 
assistance  from  the  "  loyal  minority  "  of 
Ireland  in  striving  to  reform  the  fran- 
chise.    The  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man said  that  this  was  a  misleading 
Bill ;  but   I    do    not  understand  the 
meaning  of  that  objection,  for  muni- 
cipal franchise  certainly  refers  to  the 
franchise    in    towns    and   townships, 
and     I    am    surprised    that   such   an 
objection  should  have  been  made.  This 
reform  is  required  in  towns  and  town- 
ships, even  more  than  in  the  cities  of  Ire- 
land.    The  facts  put  forward  by  the 
Mover  of  the  Bill  are  undeniable  and 
overwhelming ;  but  if  my  hon.  Friend 
had  gone  into  the  case  of  the  towns 
and  townships,  he  would  have  shown 
even  a  stronger  case  for  reform.    The 
hon.  Member  referred  to  Blackrock,  in 
the  County  of  Dublin,  and  no  more 
striking  example  of  the  need  of  reform 
in  townships  could  be  given,  for  our 
case  may  be  based  on  that  instance 
alone.    The  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man seemed  to  think  there  had  not 
been  any  agitation  on  this  matter  in 
Ireland.     What  was  the  meaning  of 
that  objection  ?    Does  he  want  agita- 
tion ?    Is  no  reform  to  be  obtained  for 
Ireland    without    a    Land  League,  a 
National  League,  or  a  House  League, 
or  some  other  league  which  may  per- 
haps throw  society  into  disorder  ?    If 
he  does  want  agitation  on  this  subject 
he  may  have  it,  and  I  warn  him  that 
it  will  probably  extend  to  the  northern 
parts  of  Ireland,  for  the  Orangemen 
will  clamour  for  this  Bill  as  much  as 
the  Nationalists  in    the  rest    of    the 
country.     I  do  not  need  to  refer  at  any 
great  length  to  what  I  may  call  the 
pettifogging  objections  made  by  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  to  the  provisions 
of  the  Bill,   for  most   of  them   have 
no  relation  whatever  to  its  principle,  and 
may  be  properly  discussed  in  Committee. 
He  asked  about  the  repeal  of  certain 
Statutes,  and  I  invite  him  when  we  go 
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into  Committee  to  propose  an  Amend- 
ment specifying  those  Statutes,  for  I 
am  sure  if  he  does  so  there  is  no  Mem- 
ber on  this  side  who  will  not  support 
him.  He  objected  that  we  left  out 
some  of  the  disqualifications  exist- 
ing in  regard  to  the  Parliamentary 
franchise,  but  this  Bill  does  not  deal 
with  the  Parliamentary  Franchise. 

Mb.  BARTON  :  I  beg  pardon,  but  I 
refer  to  the  municipal  franchise,  and 
to  the  Poor  Law  qualification. 
♦Mb.     CLANCY  :    This    municiwJ 
franchise  does  not  depend  upon  the 
Poor  Law  rating,  and  unless  we  dragged 
into  the  Bill  that  which  has  nothing  to 
do  with  the  subject,  we  cannot  act 
upon  his  suggestion.     I  should  have 
supposed  from    his  speech  the  other 
night   that  the  hon.   Gentleman  was 
something  of  a  Tory  Democrat,  and  I 
advise  him  to  remember  that  there  will 
be  more  Tory  Democrats  coming  into 
this  House  in  future,  and  that  proposals 
for  the  restriction  of  the  Parliamentary 
or  municipal  franchise  will  be  just  as 
hotly  resented  by  those  representatives 
of  the  working  men  of  Great  Britain  as 
by  any  Liberal  politician.      I  am  glad 
we  have  not  had  from  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man any  reflection   upon  his  fellow- 
countrymen,  and  I  hope  his  example 
will  be  followed  in  that   respect  Ivy 
other  Members    from    the    North   of 
Ireland,  for  it  has  been  too  much  a 
habit  with  them    in  recent  years  to 
attack  their    fellow-countrymen.      It 
has  been  said  that  provision  should  be 
made  for  men  of  position  administering 
the  local  affairs  of  Ireland ;  but  I  do 
not  believe  in  their  administration.  We 
have  had  experience  of  them  for  the  last 
90    years,    and    we    find    they    have 
landed  the  country,  on  every  oppor- 
tunity, in  a  mess.   Thus,  at  the  present 
day,   where  we  have  men  of  position 
entrusted  with  the  local  affairs  of  Ire- 
land,  we  find  that    there    it  is,  and 
there     only,    that     scandals   in    the 
administration  of  the  law  occur.      I 
need    not  refer  to  the  Grand  Juries, 
because  they  are  doomed,  and  I  believe 
their  execution  will  be  begun  to-morrow 
night.     But  with  regard  to  Boards  of 
Guardians,  it  is  notorious  that  the  ex 
officio  members  habitually  neglect  their 
duty,   and  never  attend  except  when 
there  is  a  job  on.     It  would  be  false 
policy  even  for  a  Conservative  Govern- 
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ment    any    longer    to    maintain    the 
present    restriction   of    the  franchise; 
for  wherever  it  has  been  extended,  the 
molt  has  been  unmixed  good  to  the 
community.      There      is     not     much 
interest  taken  now  in  some  parts  of 
Ireland  in  municipal  affairs,  oecause 
the  mass  of  the  people  are  shut  out 
from  the  vote ;  but  wherever  in  Eng- 
land the  municipal  franchise  has  been 
extended  there  has  been  a  vast  increase 
in  the  interest  taken  in  the  work  of  the 
municipalities.     Before  the  extension 
of  the  suffrage,  very  little  was  thought 
of  the  interests  of  the  working  man  in 
this  House.     We  had  no  Agricultural 
Holdings  Bill  in  those  days.     We  had 
no  Bills  for  improving  the  condition  of 
the   labouring    classes     in    England, 
Scotland,  or  Ireland ;  but  since    the 
extension     of    the     suffrage    we    are 
bristling  all  over  with  energy  for  im- 
proving the  condition  of  the  labouring 
classes.     It    is    an    instructive  object 
lesson  in  the  matter  of  Home  Rule  for 
Ireland  to  look  at  the  present  condition 
of  the  empty  Benches  opposite.     The 
hon.  Member  who  introduced  the  Bill 
adduced    overwhelming  arguments  in 
its  favour ;  but  if  a  Division  should  be 
taken   Members  will  come  in  on  the 
other  side  to  vote  who  never  heard 
that    speech,    and    a   vote   given    in 
ignorance    is    an    outrage    on  justice. 
This  reform  has  been  refused  by  the 
House    of    Commons  for   50    or    60 
years,  and  if  the  case  of  Home  Rule 
depended  on  that  fact  alone,  it  would 
be  complete. 

•(2.25.)  Mb.  T.  W.  BUSSELL 
(Tyrone,  S.) :  The  Mover  of  the  Bill 
expressed  the  hope  that  no  opposition 
would  come  from  any  Irish  Member. 
Perhaps  that  was  too  much  to  hope  for, 
but  if  a  Division  be  taken  to-day  very 
few  Irish  Members  will  vote  against  the 
Bill.  It  has  been  completely  proved 
to-day  that  the  Irish  law  so  far  as  the 
franchise  is  concerned  is  in  a  state  of 
hopeless  confusion ;  that  the  Irish 
franchise  is  not  the  same  as  that  in 
England ;  and.that  it  differs  in  different 
towns.  I  should  like  to  ask,  Sir,  why 
the  Irish  householder  should  not  have 
the  same  rights  as  the  English  house- 
holder; he  has  precisely  the  same 
rights  as  far  as  the  election  of  a 
Member  of  Parliament  is  concerned. 
Why  is  the   Irish  householder  to  be 


held  capable  of  voting  for  a  Member 
of  Parliament,  and  yet  held  to  be  in- 
capable of    voting  for  a  Town  Coun- 
cillor?      Why     should    the    Belfast 
artizan  have  municipal  rights  which  are 
denied  to  the  artizan  of  Cork  ?    There 
is  another  strong  ground  in  favour  of 
this  Bill,  namely,  the  sanitary  state  of 
many  of    the  small  towns  in  Ireland. 
There    is     no      authority     whatever, 
and    if  there    were  no  other  ground 
for  this  Bill  I  should  support  the  Second 
Reading.     I  think  the  objections  made 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  Mid  Armagh 
were  lawyer's  objections,  and  did  not 
go  to  the  principle  of  the  Bill.      The 
view  that  the  townships  which  would 
be  affected  by  the  Bill  are  not  seized  of 
its  contents  is  not  an  objection,  inas- 
much as  the  townships  are  represented 
here,   and  the   Members  representing 
them  are  seized  of  knowledge  of  what 
is  within  the  four  corners  of  the  Bill. 
I  think  my  hon.  Friend  had  the  idea 
that  advertisements  of  the  Bill  should 
have  been  inserted  in  the  papers  as  in 
the  case  of  a  Private  Bill.     But  who  is 
there  to  object  if  even  that  had  been 
done?       Is     my    hon.     Friend     the 
Member  for  South    Belfast    going   to 
object? 

Mr.  W.  JOHNSTON  :  No,  certainly 

not. 

♦Mb.  T.  W.  RUSSELL :  I  thought 
not.  It  may  be  thought  that  the 
privileged  corporations  are  going  to 
object,  but  I  do  not  think  the  House 
ought  to  reject  the  Bill  on  that  ground. 
I  do  not  think  that  on  the  eve  of  a  Local 
Government  Bill,  which  is  to  follow 
English  lines  and  have  the  widest 
possible  franchise,  that  the  claims  of  a 
privileged  few  should  be  set  up  to 
the  injury  of  the  smaller  townships.  I 
support  the  Second  Reading  of  the  Bill. 

*(2.35.£  Mr.  MURPHY  (Dub- 
lin, St.  Patrick's) :  After  the  speech  of 
the  Mover  of  the  Bill,  I  think,  Sir,  the 
wonder  is  that  the  present  state  of 
things  has  existed  so  long.  The  fact 
that  a  somewhat  similar  Bill  has  been 
introduced  year  after  year  shows  the 
difficulty  oi  getting  legislation  ad- 
mittedly desirable  for  Ireland  passed 
through  this  House.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Mid  Armagh  said  he  should 
oppose  the  Bill,  and  I  must  congratu- 
late him  on  the  ingenuity  with  which 
he  put  the   very  bad  case  he   made 
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out.  He  propounded  the  extraor- 
dinary constitutional  theory  that 
the  House  was  not  competent  to 
deal  with  the  question  without  the 
consent  of  those  who  already  possessed 
the  franchise.  I  agree  with  the  hon. 
Member  for  South  Tyrone  that  the 
question  is  of  more  pressing  importance 
to  the  small  towns  than  to  the  muni- 
cipal boroughs,  as  their  sanitary  and 
other  arrangements  are  far  behind  the 
times,  and  that  state  of  things  is  not 
likely  to  be  altered  till  those  who  have 
to  live  in  unsanitary  houses  are  directly 
represented  on  the  Boards  of  Town 
Commissioners.  In  one  town  of  3,000 
inhabitants  in  the  North  of  Ireland  119 
burgesses  return  nine  Commissioners. 
In  another  of  the  same  size  nine  Com- 
missioners are  elected  by  75  burgesses. 
In  the  City  of  Limerick  there  are  457 
burgesses  out  of  a  population  of  39,000. 
They  are  divided  into  wards,  one  of 
which  has  27  electors  and  returns  four 
Councillors  and  an  Alderman,  or  one 
representative  to  4£  burgesses ;  another 
ward  has  30,  and  the  largest  has  only  83. 
The  Bill  really  does  not  meet  with  any 
very  great  opposition  in  Ireland.  Nor 
do  I  think  that  it  will  make  any 
considerable  change  in  the  representa- 
tion in  a  political  sense.  In  the 
town  of  Belfast  the  number  of  electors 
have  increased  from  6,000,  or  there- 
abouts, before  the  passing  of  the 
Municipal  Franchise  Act  to  33,000, 
and  yet  the  effect  of  that  extension  of 
the  franchise  has  been  that  it  has  not 
made  any  change  whatever  in  the  state 
of  political  parties  in  the  Corporation  of 
Belfast.  In  Dublin  the  representation 
is  something  like  43  Nationalists  to  7 
Conservatives,  and  I  think  that  the 
extension  of  the  franchise  would  not 
make  any  great  difference  in  Dublin. 
At  the  present  moment  there  are  in 
Dublin  only  two  or  three  hundred 
electors  in  each  ward,  and  a  man  can 
practically  get  himself  elected  by 
requisition  before  the  election  takes 
place  at  all  ;  and  I  think  if  the 
franchise  were  extended  a  great  many 
people  of  a  higher  status  would  come 
forward  and  show  interest  in  the 
matter  than  they  do  at  the  present 
time.  The  immediate  cause  of  the 
claim  for  the  extension  of  the  fran- 
chise in  Belfast  was  a  proposal  for  the 
expenditure  of  a  large  sum  of  money 

Mr.  Murphy 


on  main  drainage  ;  and  the  hon.  Me 
ber  for  West  Belfast  showed  1 
unreasonableness  of  such  an  en 
mous  expenditure  by  those  * 
represented  such  a  small  number 
the  ratepayers,  and  this  was  the  i 
mediate  cause  of  the  extension  of 
Belfast  franchise.  In  the  City 
Dublin  we  are  upon  the  eve 
an  expenditure  of  the  same  charact 
and  the  same  arguments  may  be  u 
in  regard  to  it.  As  regards  the  toi 
ships  that  are  adjoining  the  City 
Dublin,  such  as  where  I  reside,  Ba 
mines  and  other  places,  I  can  say  tl 
the  majority  of  the  inhabitants 
without  representation  under 
present  franchises.  The  system  p 
vails  in  Bathmines  and  elsewhere 
co-opt  members  when  a  vacai 
occurs  in  their  body.  That,  I  belie 
is  a  state  of  things  which  should  i 
exist.  If  a  vacancy  takes  place  in  i 
representation  of  the  municipality  i 
ratepayers  have  a  right  to  return  i 
man  whom  they  think  should  fill  tl 
vacancy,  and  I  say  that  it  is  contrary 
all  our  modern  ideas  to  hold  that  i 
remaining  members  should  have  1 
power  to  co-opt  those  members.  I 
not  think  that  I  can  add  anythi 
more  to  what  has  been  said  by  speak 
who  have  preceded  me,  and  I  can  oi 
conclude  with  expressing  the  hope  til 
the  House  will  see  its  way  to  allow  tl 
Bill  to  pass  its  Second  Beading. 

(2.45.)  Mr.  MACABTNEY  (Antri 
S.) :  I  think  the  hon.  Meml 
who  has  just  sat  down  has  taken  eve 
body  by  surprise ;  he  has  launched  fai 
into  a  discussion  in  which  he  has  de 
with  the  constitution  of  Grand  Jui 

and  the  Boards  of  Guardians,  and 
has  said  that  the  Bill  now  before  1 
House  is  only  a  continuation  of  1 
Bill  of  last  year.  Now  this  is  the  fi 
time  that  the  Bill  has  been  introduc 
into  this  House,  and  I  can  only  accoi 
for  the  confusion  of  the  hon.  Gent 
man's  mind  by  the  agitated  conditi 
of  the  atmosphere  in  Upper  O'Coa 
Street  for  the  past  few  mont 
I  am  not  making  that  as 
accusation  against  the  Bill;  i 
am  I  inclined  to  ask  anyone 
oppose  it  because  hon.  Members  i 
the  Bill  is  wide  in  its  scope.  So  far 
the  operations  of  the  Bill  are  concern 
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>f  its  powers  in  dealing  with 
•8  that  were  included  in  former 
res  brought  forward  by  hon. 
ers  opposite,  my  attitude  in  this 
must  be  governed  by  what  I  stated 

discussion  which  took  place  on 
Ifast  Drainage  Bill.  I  then  said 
1  the  Bills  brought  forward  which 
cover  the  principles  contained  in 
easure  would  have  my  support, 
lerefore  I  have  no  objection  to 
cond  Beading  of  this  Bill.  But 
r  to  the  question  of  townships, 
q.  Member  has  made  a  consider- 
>int  about  it.  I  do  not  altogether 
with  the  views  he  has  placed 
the  House.     I  do  not  believe, 

speak  of  that  portion  of  the 
y  which  I  know  best,  that  there 

considerable  desire  expressed 
ae  part  of  the  people  that  there 
beany  alteration  in  the  condition 
gs  under  which  the  governing 

of  Town  Commissioners  are 
;  andlfmdthataCommitteeofthe 

before  which  every  one  of  these 
was  represented,  came  to  the 
lous  Report  that— 

ou£h  the  desirability  of  the  reduction 
onieipal  Franchise  has  been  frequently 
d  to  your  Committee,  the  subject  does 
*r  to  have  attracted  a  great  amount  of 
rtereet,  while  no  desire  has  been 
y  smaller  towns," 

on.  I  think  I  may  say  that  no 
ias  been  shown  in  the  County  of 
for  this  alteration.  I  have  not 
rf  any  such  desire,  nor  has  it 
it  forward  for  the  purpose  of 
j  votes  at  municipal  elections 
ay    change    should    be    made 

manner  in  which  members 
scted.  It  appears  to  me 
.  the  Government  are  pledged 
xluce  a  measure  dealing  with 
tovernment  in  Ireland,  the  case 
>  smaller  towns  could  more  pro- 
s  dealt  with  in  that  measure, 
lould  like,  so  far  as  these  Town 
isioners  are  concerned,  to  re- 
ly liberty  of  action.  Having 
y  position  clear,  I  do  not  intend, 
:,  to  ask  the  House  to  give  any 
opposition  to  the  Bill.  But  I 
16  hon.  Member,   in  referring 

case  of  small  towns,  has 
into    one    or    two    mistakes 


which  I  should  like  to  correct. 
Answering  the  able  speech  of  my 
hon.  and  learned  Friend  on  this  side  of 
the  House,  it  was  stated  that  this 
measure  had  been  always  opposed  by 
the  Conservative  Party  in  this  House. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY:  And  so  it 
was. 

Mr.  MACARTNEY  :  This  is  the  first 
occasion  on  which  the  measure  has 
been  introduced. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY :  Last  year. 

Mr.  SEXTON :  It  stood  for  second 
reading — Bill  27 — last  year. 

Mr.  MACARTNEY:  I  have  not  looked 
the  matter  carefully  up,  and  I  suppose 
the  Bill  escaped  my  notice.  At  all 
events,  it  is  not  correct  to  say  that  the 
Conservative  Members  for  Ireland  or 
that  the  Conservative  Body  opposed 
any  similar  Bill  in  the  past  to  the  ex- 
tent that  the  hon.  Member  has  led  the- 
House  to  believe.  The  hon.  Member 
also  states  that  no  interest  is  taken  in 
municipal  affairs  in  these  small  towns. 
I  do  not  know  what  may  be  the  case  in- 
the  other  three  provinces  of  Ireland, 
but  I  know  that  it  is  not  so  in  regard  to 
Ulster.  In  Ulster  the  greatest  possible 
interest  is  taken. 

Mr.  SEXTON  :  What  I  stated  was 
that  if  no  interest  was  taken  it  was  due  - 
to  a  restricted  franchise. 

Mr.  MACARTNEY :  I  say  that  the 

greatest  possible  interest  is  taken  in 

those    municipal    elections  in   Ulster,, 

and  so  far  as  the  particular  argument 

goes  it  can  have  no  force  in  regard  to* 

Ulster  in  supporting  a  proposal  for  a 

reduction    of    the    franchise.       With 

regard  to  the  drafting  of  the  Bill,  I  do  • 

not  wish  to  criticise  it ;  but  I  cannot 
say  very  much  of  the  Bill  as  it  is  drawn,, 
and  undoubtedly  if  it  ever  gets  mto- 
Committee  it  will  have  to  be  seriously 
considered,  and  a  great  many  important 
alterations  will  have  to  be  made  in  it. 
I  shall  reserve  to  myself  the  right  to 
consider  those  matters,  and  on  this 
condition  I  am  prepared  to  assent  to  • 
the  Second  Reading. 

*(2.57.)  Mr.  T.  D.  SULLIVAN 
(College  Green,  Dublin) :  The  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  Mid  Armagh  has. 
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said  in  the  course  of  his  speech  that 
the  people  of  Ireland  would  have  some 
reason  to  complain  when  they  read 
to-morrow  about  this  Bill.  He  seemed 
to  think  that  there  was  something  in 
it  that  would  alarm  them,  and  spoke 
as  if  we  were  making  a  raid  upon 
certain  classes  of  the  people  of  Ireland ; 
making  an  invasion  of  some  precious 
constitution.  He  said  the  people  would 
have  reason  to  complain  of  the  surprise 
practised  upon  them,  just  as  if  some  of 
their  constitutional  rights  were  being 
invaded  by  the  provisions  of  the  Bill. 
One  would  have  thought  from  that 
Speech  that,  instead  of  proposing  to 
extend  the  municipal  franchise,  to  ex- 
tend municipal  rights,  in  Ireland,  we 
were  proposing  to  rob  the  people  of 
Ireland  of  some  municipal  privilege. 
I  do  not  think  the  Irish  people, 
or  any  section  of  the  Irish  people, 
will  entertain  that  view  of  the 
-case.  The  terrible  proposition  con- 
tained in  the  Bill  brought  forward  as 
"  a  surprise,"  and  supported  by  the 
wicked  Nationalist  Members,  simply 
amounts  to  this — that,  as  regards  their 
municipal  rights  and  privileges,  the 
people  of  Ireland  should  be  put  upon 
the  same  level  as  the  English  people. 
I  am  surprised  at  the  statements  made 
by  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
in  regard  to  this  question,  statements 
which  were  manifestly  absurd.  I  want 
to  know  from  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member,  or  from  any  hon.  Member  of 
this  House,  what  benefit  can  come 
from  keeping  those  restrictions  upon 
the  municipal  franchise  in  Ireland?  We 
have  had  a  great  extension  of  the  Par- 
liamentary franchise  with  great  benefit 
to  the  people  of  this  country ;  what 
harm  can  come  from  extending  the 
municipal  franchise  in  Ireland?  I 
cannot  for  a  moment  suppose  that  it 
would  be  an  offence  to  any  persons  in 
Ireland  to  say  that  they  should  be  put 
upon  the  same  level  as  the  English 
people  in  the  matter  of  the  municipal 
franchise.  Speaking  as  one  of  the 
Representatives  of  the  City  of  Dublin, 
I  wish  to  bear  emphatic  testimony 
to  the  fact  that  there  is  a  very 
great  desire  among  the  working  people 
of  Dublin  for  this  reform  ;  and  there  is 
a  very  great  desire  for  the  extension  of 
the  municipal  franchise  in  that  city. 
Last  year  the  Trades  Council,  which  is 

Mr.  T.  D.  Sullivan 


authorised  to  speak  for  the  working 
classes  of  the  City  of  Dublin,  passed  a 
resolution  asking  the  Irish  Represen- 
tatives in  this  House  to  do  their 
utmost  to  bring  about  such  a  reform 
as  is  now  before  the  House.  I  hall 
the  resolution  passed  by  that  body  is 
my  hand — 


"  Resolved,  that  the  Dublin  Trades' 
thinks  that  the  time  has  arrived  whea  ttil 
question  of  assimilating  the  Parliamentary  a*| 
Municipal  Franchise  should  be  taken  up  s| 
Parliament,  and  we  hereby  ask  our  Parijaasgj 
tary  representatives  to  take  means  whenst 
such  a  reform  shall  be  speedily  aecomptishtiT; 

The  masses  of  the  people  have  an  dk 
terest  in  the  prosperity  of  the  towflfcj 
and  cities  in  which  they  live,  and  1 
think  it  is  important  and  very  desqraUj 

they  these  people  should  have  avoid! 
in  the  election  of  municipal  represent* 
tives  and  in  the  government  of  thett 
cities.  I  feel  perfectly  certain  that  thsl 
same  views  are  shared  throughout  thf 
length  and  breadth  of  Ireland.  I 
shall  not  go  into  statistics  upon  the 
subject,  they  have  already  been  quoted 
in  the  course  of  this  discussion ;  thef 
are,  I  think,  astonishing,  and  I  belief* 
the  English  people  will  be  amazed,  wham 
they  come  to  read  of  it  to-morrow,  if 
the  difference  that  exists  between  &*> 
two  countries,  notwithstanding  thai 
suggestion  that  is  so  often  made  that 
we  in  Ireland  are  in  enjoyment  of  the 
same  rights  and  privileges  as  thf 
English  people.  We  fail  to  see 
reason  why  any  Party  should  desire 
perpetuation  of  this  state  of 
When  people  have  to  pay  rates, 
when  they  are  so  deeply  interested  nj 
such  matters  as  sanitation,  the  conditio! 
of  the  public  ways,  and  questions  d 
that  kind,  it  is  most  desirable  thd 
they  should  be  allowed  to  have  a  void 
in  the  election  of  their  municipal 
representatives.  I  believe  there  i 
almost  unanimity  of  opinion  upon  tUl 
subject  in  Ireland,  and  I  rose  to  testify 
to  this  fact,  that  the  people  of  the  Gtjj 
of  Dublin  are  keenly  alive  to  till 
necessity  of  such  reform  as  is  refer™ 
to  in  this  Bill,  and  in  proof  of  that  1 
refer  again  to  the  testimony  I  havf 
quoted  coming  from  a  representative 
body  of  Dublin  tradesmen  upon  the 
subject.  These  men  are  an  intelligent 
portion  of  the  people  of  Dublin,  thei 
opinions  are  bound  to  carry  weight 
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it  is  my  duty  to  give  expression  to 
r  views  in   this  House. 
1.7.)     Mb.   A.    BLANE    (Armagh, 
:  Perhaps  this  House  will  be  aston- 
d  to  know   that    in    the  City  of 
lagh  we  live  under  a  Municipal  Act 
oh  is  no  less  than  63  years  old. 
posing  hon.  Members  in  this  House 
a  returned  to  this  House  upon  a 
ohise  63  years  old,  I  can  well  con- 
e  that  a  very  considerable  portion 
he  eloquence  of  this  House  would 
ost  to  us.    This  Act  was  passed  in 
year  1829,  and  since  that  day  till 
one-half  of  the  inhabitants  of  that 
have  not  had  the  slightest  interest 
that   corporation.     We  sometimes 
r  from   hon.    Members  upon    the 
>site  Benches  of  what  we  would 
if    we    had    power;     during    all 
e    63    years     there    has     rarely 
a  single   Liberal   on   that    Town 
acil ;  there  has  rarely  sat  a  single 
lolic,  and  not  a  single  Nationalist. 
Parliamentary  franchise  is  just 
•fifth  of   the   municipal   franchise. 
ikes  five  times  the  qualification  to 
m    gentlemen    to   the    Municipal 
ids  that  it  does  to  qualify  a  voter 
%  Member  of  this  House.    He  may 
1  take  part  in  the  government  of  the 
pre,  but  of  a  sewerage  rate  he  has 
the  slightest  thing  to  say.      The 
«h  made  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
i  Armagh  awas    very    nearly    on 
ir  with  the  speech  made  in  1829 
rapport  of  the  system    by    which 
Beresfords    nominated    12    bur- 
ies annually,  and  the  12  burgesses 
linated  the  Member  for  the  borough. 
vas  a  sort   of  mutual  admiration 
ety,    and    I  assure    this    House 
•  it  scarcely  differs    to  this    day. 
re   was    not    a     single    Catholic 
that  municipality    represented    at 
Town    Council,    no    Nationalist, 
in  a   town  of  10,000  population 
Catholics  have  a  slight  majority, 
of  any  one  denomination  of  Protes- 
ts put  together,   but  of  the  whole 
tinned.   What  was  the  scandal  that 
saw  in  that  corporation  ?    A  meet- 
was  held  purporting  to  take  the 
ablations    of  the    Town   Com  mis- 
ters.   That  was  in  the  year  1878, 
very  year  in  which  this  House 
led    the  41  &  42  Vict.,   which  is 
d   the    Public    Health    Act.       A 
iber  of  citizens  were  anxious  that 


certain  reforms  should  be  made  in  the 
sanitary  arrangements  and  inspector* 
ships.       They    had    the    nominations 
made;     they     went     before     one     of 
the  chief  Orangemen  of  the   county, 
the    Chairman    of.  the     Town     Com- 
missioners, to    hand   in    the   nomina- 
tion papers.     The  nomination  papers 
were  handed  in  by   me.     He  refused 
them.     In  the  case  of  21  Town  Com- 
missionerships  we  only  put  forward  one- 
third — though  we  were  entitled  to  one 
half — and  the  seven  nominations  were 
sent  back  to  us.     I  thought  it  was  a 
case  worth  trying,  and  I  brought  this 
Chairman  of  the  Conservative  Associa- 
tion at  Armagh,  the  head  of  the  Orange 
Party,  before  the  Superior   Courts    in 
Dublin.     I  got    some   wooden-headed 
barristers  that  brought  him  before  the 
Courts   in   Dublin,   and,   poor   as  the 
wooden-headed    barristers  were,   they 
effected  my  purpose.     The  Judges  de- 
clared   that     the    nominations    were 
accurate,  that  they  were  in  due  time, 
and  they  should  not  have  been  refused  ; 
but  still  I  was  prevented  having  my 
costs,  and  I  had  to  pay  the  costs  of 
my  own  wooden-headed  barristers   as 
well  as  I  could.     I    merely    mention 
that  for  the  purpose  of  showing  how 
hard  it  is  for  poor  men,  and  humble 
men  in  the  ranks  of  the  people,  to  go 
into  the  Superior  Courts  and  fight  the 
Chairman  of  the  Masonic   Institution 
of  the  County  Armagh,  and  Chairman 
of  the  Town  Commissioners,  who  is  also 
Chairman  of  the  Conservative  Associa- 
tion.    It  is  exceedingly  difficult.     The 
Judges  declared  that  these  nominations 
should  have  been  taken,  and  directed  a 
new  election  to  take  place  ;  but,  in  the 
meantime,  the  Chairman  of  the  Town 
Commissioners  had  exceeded  his  term 
of  office  ;  he  had  gone  out  according  to 
law.     He  held  a  new  election  slightly 
different  from  the  other.      We  again 
contested  only  one-third  of  the  seats. 
Did  this  man  accept  our  nominations  ? 
Not  a  bit  of  it.     The  same  Chairman 
of    the    Town    Commissioners    whose 
term  had  expired,  and  who  was  prac- 
tically defunct,   held    a  new  election. 
He  defied  us  again.     I  brought  this 
Chairman  of  the  Town  Commissioners 
to  the  Superior  Courts  in  Dublin  with 
the   assistance  of  some  of  my  fellow- 
citizens — I  was  not  rich  enough  my- 
self to  bear  the  expense.      Well,  we 
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contested  this  matter  in  Dublin.  We 
found  that  our  wooden-headed  bar- 
risters had  brought  us  into  the  wrong 
Court ;  instead  of  bringing  us  into  the 
Queen's  Bench  on  a  quo  warranto,  or 
something  of  that  kind,  they  brought 
us  into  the  Common  Pleas  Division, 
and  the  Common  Pleas  Division  threw 
us  out  with  costs,  plus  the  costs  of  the 
enemy.  I  mention  this  thing  to  show 
the  House  how  difficult  it  is  for  any 

Sor  working  man  in  the  North  of 
3land — in  that  Ulster  they  speak 
about — men  who  are  not  ornaments  of 
society,  but  working  fellows,  useful 
men,  not  ashamed  of  their  work — 
they  are  absolutely  deprived,  these 
men  in  the  North  of  Ireland, 
from  having  a  solitary  thing  to  say  with 
reference  to  the  Corporation.  Now,  let 
me  say  this.  The  day  is  not  far  distant 
when  you  will  have  to  abolish  qualifica- 
tions in  respect  to  the  election  of 
Members  of  this  House — the  day  is 
not  far  distant,  I  believe,  when  we  shall 
have  manhood  suffrage.  It  is  irre- 
sistible, though  we  do  not  go  so  far  in 
this  Bill,  and  we  are  entitled  to  merely 
mention  it  for  the  purpose  of  showing 
that  we  are  not  very  extravagant  in  our 
demands.  The  speeches  that  have  been 
made,  and  that  can  be  made, 
against  a  measure  such  as  this, 
have  been  trotted  out  one  hundred 
times  against  every  reform — either 
municipal,  poorilaw,  or  Parliamentary — 
that  has  been  brought  before  this 
House;  they  are  old  and  venerable 
visages.  They  had  done  duty  when 
the  Act  of  1829  was  passing  through 
this  House.  In  the  days  of  Peel  the 
same  speeches  were  made.  I  hold  that 
people  who  pay  rates  indirectly,  pay 
rates  in  the  worst  possible  way.  I  say 
that  they  pay  cent,  per  cent,  more  than 
they  pay  directly ;  and  if  you  place  any 
rate  on  any  men,  that  rate  will  filter 
down  till  it  reaches  the  workers ; 
because,  no  matter  how  many  ornaments 
of  society  they  have,  these  men  never  pay 
any  rates  themselves.  They  take  the 
rate  collector  in  the  right  hand  and 
the  working-men  in  the  left.  They 
are  ornaments  of  society,  but  not 
useful  members.  If  you  take  the 
City  of  Armagh,  there  are  three  prin- 
cipal landlords  in  that  City.  One  is 
the  Church  Temporalities  Commission; 
another,  I  think,  is  Lo.d  Tramoran ; 

Mr.  A.  Blane 


and  the  third  is  Lord  Dartford.  The 
property  of  the  City  of  Armagh  is  built 
upon  the  lands  of  these  men.  They  do 
not  contribute  one  penny  toward* 
municipal  rate,  poors  rate,  count] 
cess,  or  any  other  rate.  All  the 
taxation  falls  upon  what  are  called  the 
occupiers,  the  immediate  lessors.  Thenj 
do  not  pay  anything  to  the  munioipi 
rates.  Why  should  not  they?  AI 
the  municipal  rate  is  expended  01 
sanitary  appliances,  enhancing  th 
letting  value  of  the  landlord's  land 
and  if  any  of  these  unfortunate  oo 
cupiers  or  lessors  leave  one  town  and  § 
to  another — if  they  leave  Armagh  to  fl 
to  Belfast — they  do  not  take  thi 
sanitary  appliances  with  them ;  it  i 
left  behind  to  enhance  the  grooni 
landlord's  value,  and  if  it  enhance  th 
ground  landlord's  value,  what  is  tin 
reason  the  ground  landlord  is  no 
taxed  ?  It  is  because  property,  as  it  I 
called,  is  organised  and  is  able  to  da 
fend  itself  against  the  poor;  and  h 
this  House  the  number  of  advooatai 
of  the  poor,  the  number  of  ad?o 
cates  for  strict  justice,  are  certainly  M 
very  numerous.  But  I  think,  ai  al 
events,  the  Members  for  Ireland  hM 
done  their  duty  with  referenoe  U 
this  Bill,  and  with  reference  to  o&fl 
Bills  coming  before  the  House.  W< 
have  done  our  humble  best  to  imptof 
as  far  as  we  can  the  condition  G 
affairs  in  our  country ;  and  it  appear 
to  me  that  if  we  had  the  managemeo 
of  the  affairs  of  our  own  country  h 
our  own  hands  we  would  not  be  noi 
dealing  with  a  Municipal  Act  6 
years  old.  This,  after  all,  is  not  i 
Party  question,  because  the  cleamJH 
of  sewers  is  of  as  much  interest  to  U 
Orangeman  as  it  is  to  us.  When  leva 
raged  in  Armagh  it  carried  off  as  man; 
respectable  Protestants  as  it  db 
Catholics.  I  think  we  might  flirty 
claim  that  the  Attorney  General  Id 
Ireland,  who  is  a  great  power  in  thl 
House,  and  who  is  also  I  think  i 
countryman  of  my  own — a  native  J 
think  of  the  outskirts  of  the  City  d 
Armagh — I  think  that  we  might  fo™j§ 
seize  him  for  the  purposes  of  this  Bw 
I  think  this  is  a  Bill  that  he  mid* 
support  without  any  danger  to  « 
Empire.  And  if  he  gives  us  hie  atftt* 
ance  in  this  case  I  can  assure  him  I 
will  please   as  many  of  his  GooaeP 
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aye  friends  in  Ireland  as  it  will 
r  own  friends. 

[8.27.)  Colonel  WARING  (Down, 
|:  I  must  compliment  the  hon. 
otlemen  who  have  just  sat 
in  on  the  extraordinary  burst  of 
pence  to  which  they  have  treated 
upon  the  matter  before  the  House. 
t  really  I  feel  some  difficulty  in 
lerstanding  whence  all  this  eloquence 
lies,  and  why  it  is  expended  upon  a 
iter  which,  as  the  hon.  Member  for 
(Sty  of  Dublin  said,  appears  to  com- 
nd  the  general  approval  of  Irish 
presentatives  on  both  sides  of  the 
inse.  I  look  on  the  Notice  Paper, 
1 1  see  that  there  is  another  Irish  Bill 
tiding  next  for  Second  Beading, 
nery,  the  Labourers'  (Ireland)  Bill, 
iribly  hon.  Members  opposite  have  a 
Realty  in  proceeding  with  the  next 
1  on  the  Paper  in  consequence  of 
imons  in  their  ranks,  and  are  anxious 
concentrate  all  their  eloquence  upon 
a  Bill.  I  have  no  objection  to  the 
nciple  of  the  Bill  at  present  under 
cossion,  or  the  one  that  follows  it, 

I  therefore  I  do  not  propose  to  unduly 
ikmg  the  present  Debate  by  any 
narks  of  mme.  But  though  I  shall 
«  for  the  Second  Beading  of  this 
1, 1  shall  reserve  to  myself  a  very 
ttiderable  power  indeed  of  criticising 
in  Committee.  I  think  that  when 
8  Bill  comes  up  for  consideration  in 
mmittee  hon.  Members  will  find  that 
would  have  been  better  if  they  had 
Mnded  their  time  and  trouble  in 
wfcructing  a  new  Bill.  I  think  there 
i  good  deal  in  what  has  been  said, 
it  this  Bill  does  come  as  a  matter  of 

C'bc  to  the  smaller  townships  in 
d.  Now,  it  concerns  very  largely, 
baps,  a  number  of  small  towns  m 
constituency,  and  I  have  not  had 
opportunity  of  ascertaining  whether 
not  they  desire  this  reform,  which 
ears  to  me  to  be  a  reasonable  one. 

I I  do  think  it  is  greatly  to  be  de- 
d  that  I  should  have  an  opportunity 
leoertaining  what    their  views  on 

matter  are,  and  that  we  should 
or  into  this  business  with  full 
nrmaiion  as  to  their  views  regarding 
provisions  of  the  Bill  affecting  the 
srent  localities  to  which  it  is  to  be 
lied.  For  the  reasons  I  have  stated 
we  decided  to  vote  for  the  Second 
ding  of  this  Bill,  but  I  certainly  do 


not  intend  to  allow  it  to  pass  without  a 
very  considerable  amount  of  correction 
in  Committee. 

♦(3.30.)  The  ATTOBNBYGBNBBAL 
fob  IBELAND  (Mr.  H.  Madden, 
Dublin  University) :  I  have  listened 
with  very  great  interest  to  this 
Debate,  and  I  think  it  has  been 
conducted  throughout  in  a  thoroughly 
business-like  manner,  and  with 
the  utmost  good  humour  on  both 
sides  of  the  House,  and  a  number 
of  most  important  facts  in  connection 
with  this  question,  submitted  by  one 
side  or  the  other,  have  been  brought 
under  our  consideration.  Now,  before 
I  formally  state  the  attitude  of  the 
Government  in  regard  to  this  Bill 
I  would  recall  to  the  recollec- 
tion of  the  House  the  history 
of  this  measure.  It  has  been,  or,  rather, 
a  Bill  bearing  the  same  title  as  the 
present  Bill  was  introduced,  if  not 
earlier,  in  the  year  1889-90.  My  re- 
collection is  not  clear  upon  that  point. 
Possibly  it  may  have  been  the  year 
before  that,  but  that  Bill  dealt,  as  my 
hon.  and  learned  Friend  the  Member 
for  Mid  Armagh  has  pointed  out, 
exclusively  with  the  Municipal  Cor- 
porations of  the  11  cities.  Now  I  do 
not  in  the  least  complain  that  hon. 
Members  opposite  have  introduced  in 
the  present  Session  a  different  Bill. 
That  would  be  no  ground  for  complaint, 
but  I  must  say  that  the  argument  of 
my  hon.  and  learned  Friend  the  Member 
for  Mid  Armagh  is  deserving  of  con- 
sideration at  the  hands  of  this  House. 
I  do  not  understand  him  to  quarrel  with 
the  title  of  the  Bill,  but,  as  I  under- 
stand the  very  clear  statement  of  my 
hon.  and  learned  Friend,  he  points  out 
that  there  have  been  already  Municipal 
Corporations  Bills  brought  before  this 
House — that  this  Bill  was  brought  out 
yesterday  or  the  day  before  as  a 
Municipal  Corporations  Bill,  and  the 
natural  inference  of  course  was  that  as 
it  was  introduced  by  the  same  Members 
it  was  the  same  Bill — but  that  on 
examination  it  was  discovered  that 
this  Bill  under  the  same  title  is  not  the 
same  Bill,  but  a  very  different  Bill,  as  it 
deals  with  very  different  subject-matters 
from  the  Bill  of  1889-90. 

Mb.  SEXTON :  Will  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  allow  me  to 
make  one  remark  ?  The  hon.  and  learned 
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Gentleman  said  to-day  that  the  popu- 
lation of  Ireland  were  taken  by  surprise 
because  this  was  not  a  Bill  of  the 
same  sort  as  was  previously  introduced. 
Now,  the  Bill,  No.  29,  of  last  Session, 
was  presented  to  the  House  on  the 
26th  November,  1890,  under  the  title 
"  Municipal  Franchise  (Ireland)  Act 
Amendment  Bill,  1891,"  and  Section  17 
was  identical  with  the  section  in  this 
Bill. 

*Mr.  MADDEN:  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber will  not  understand  me  as  quarrel- 
ling with  the  way  in  which  the  Bills 
have  been  introduced,  but  I  must  point 
out  that  that  was  the  only  Municipal 
Corporations  Bill  that  has  been  intro- 
duced up  to  the  present  date. 

Mr.  SEXTON  :  No,  no ;  this  very 
Bill. 

*Mr.  MADDEN  :  I  think  that  Bill 
was  entitled  "The  Franchise  Bill," 
and  it  never  having  come  to  a 
Second  Reading,  having  been  with- 
drawn before  the  Second  Reading 

Mr.  SEXTON :  We  gave  the  Bill 
the  title,  "  The  Municipal  Franchise 
Amendment  Act  Bill/'  The  clerks  at 
the  Table,  according  to  the  usage  of 
the  House,  put  the  short  title  "  Fran- 
chise (Ireland)  Bill  "  upon  the  back  of 
the  Bill.  We  are  not  responsible  for 
that 

*Mr.  MADDEN  :  No.  I  am  not 
quarrelling  with  that ;  but  when  a  Bill 
having  the  same  title  as  the  former 
Bills  is  introduced,  it  is  natural  to 
suppose  that  it  deals  with  the  same 
subject-matter.  The  attitude  taken  up 
by  the  Government  and  on  this  side  of 
the  House  has  been  that,  in  regard  to  the 
Bill  dealing  with  these  11  cities,  which 
occupy  plainly  a  distinctive  position — a 
different  position  from  the  towns  and 
townships  which  this  Bill  proposes  to 
deal  with — the  question  would  be  one 
to  be  dealt  with  by  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Bill  about  to  be  introduced. 
Now,  as  the  hon.  Member  is  aware, 
that  Bill  is  to  be  shortly  introduced, 
and  I  do  not  intend  to  anticipate  any 
of  the  disclosures  of  to-morrow.  But 
I  want  to  make  it  perfectly  clear  to 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  that  the 
attitude  so  taken  up  by  the  Govern- 
ment was  taken  up  not  in  regard 
to  the  new  Bill,  or  the  Bill  of 
last  year,  but  in  regard  to  the  Bill 
introduced  in  1889-90,  dealing  with  the 

Mr.  Sexton 


11  cities.  The  question  thai  arise*, 
What  position  should  the  Government 
take  up  with  regard  to  this  Bill?  Now, 
I  am  not  prepared,  I  am  not  authorised, 
to  make  any  statement  whatever  in 
regard  to  the  portions  of  this  Bill  which 
were  not  in  the  Bill  introduced  in 
1889-90.  That  is  a  matter  which  wiD 
come  before  the  House  in  due  course* 
It  is  a  matter  deserving  of  the  greatest 
consideration.  But  the  question  it 
once  arises,  Does  the  fact  that  these 
clauses  have  been  introduced  into  this 
Bill — is  that  any  reason  why  the 
Government  should  oppose  the  Second 
Beading  of  a  Bill  which  contains  pro- 
visions that  are  in  addition  to  the  Bill 
of  1889-90  ?  It  appears  to  the  Govern- 
ment that  is  not  a  sufficient  reason 
for  opposing  the  Second  Beading  of 
this  Bill.  It  appears  to  the  Govern- 
ment that  the  proper  course  to  take 
is  to  state  to  the  House  that,  so  far  as 
the  scope  of  what  I  shall  call  the 
original  Bill  is  concerned,  we  adhere 
to  the  opinion  already  expressed  that 
these  cities  and  large  towns  occupy  a 
distinctive  position  as  regards  local 
government,  and  that  the  time  has 
now  arrived  for  dealing  with  this 
question ;  that  probably  the  House  will 
find  that  the  more  convenient  and 
the  best  course  would  be  to  deal  with 
that  question  in  connection  with  the  Bill 
to  be  brought  before  the  House  to- 
morrow, but  that  this  consideration  does 
not  afford  sufficient  reason  for  opposing 
the  Second  Beading  of  this  Bill.  There- 
fore, with  these  observations  as  to  the 
views  of  the  Government,  I  am  prepared 
to  give  my  assent  to  the  Second  Bead- 
ing of  this  Bill  without  going  into  any 
discussion  of  its  provisions  in  detail  ** 
present.  I  rose  to  make  the  attitude  of 
the  Government  as  regards  this  Bill 
perfectly  clear  to  the  House,  so  that 
there  might  be  no  misunderstanding 
with  regard  to  the  matter. 

(3.35.)  Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Long- 
ford, N.) :  I  hope  the  citizens  of 
this  country  will  take  note  of  the  de- 
claration of  the  Government.  There  ia 
a  canal  in  Dublin  called  the  Boyal 
Canal ;  it  separates  Dublin  from  Bath- 
mines.  According  to  the  declaration  of 
the  Government  the  citizens  on  one  side 
of  this  canal  will  enjoy  a  municipal 
franchise  of  the  same  nature  as  the 
Parliamentary     franchise,     but     the 
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moment  they  cross  the  bridge  then 
they  will  be  under  a  £4,  or  £8,  or  £10 
franchise,  under  the  principle  laid 
down  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man so  clearly.  And  yet  this  House 
of  Parliament  is  anxious  to  remove 
every  Irish  grievance  and  to  place 
Ireland  on  a  par  with  England  in 
regard  to  all  contentious  ques- 
tions. Now,  Sir,  anything  more 
scandalous,  or  anything  that  ought  to 
more  shock  the  Tory  conscience,  I 
never  heard  put  forward  with  so  much 
cynicism  by  a  Member  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government.  And,  for  my  part,  I 
rejoice  that  now,  naked  and  unashamed, 
on  the  very  eve  of  the  Dissolution  of 
Parliament,  the  Government  have  taken 
up  this  view;  that  so  far  as  the  citizens 
of  Dublin  are  concerned,  within  the 
Canal  they  may  have  British  rights, 
bat  those  outside  it  may  be  subjected 
to  Conservative  outlawry,  because  in 
lome  mediaeval  time  in  the  past  there 
were  eleven  towns  endowed  with  cor- 
porate privileges.  And  these  towns — 
bake,  for  instance,  the  town  of  Clonmel, 
i  small  borough  in  the  County  of  Tip- 
perary :  it  is  to  enjoy  this  privilege ; 
but  all  the  townships  around  Dublin 
that  have  suddenly  sprung  up  into  life, 
ind  are  nearly  as  much  a  portion  of  the 
City  of  Dublin  as  Grafton  Street  or 
O'Connell^Street  itself — though  they  do 
not,  perhaps,  enjoy  so  much  of  the 
distinct  civic  life  of  the  town — are  to 
be  excluded  from  it.  For  all  prac- 
tical purposes  the  view  of  the 
Government  is  this  :  that  all  these 
townships  are  to  be  excluded,  and  are 
to  remain  under  the  old  heavy  franchise, 
ind  those  within  the  city  ambit  are  to 
have  the  new  franchise  with  the  assent 
of  the  Government.  Now,  that  is  a 
nation  which  I  think  no  English 
Minister — no  Minister  in  the  English 
Government— has  ever  taken  up  before ; 
ud  I  hope  the  Conservative  Party  will 
rejoice  in  being  able  to  defend  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  Canal  Bridge.  It  may 
be  interesting  to  the  House  to  know 
that  even  in  certain  portions  of  Dublin 
there  is  not  even  a  canal,  so  that  the 
dividing  line  will  be  the  middle  of  the 
street.  In  the  case  of  the  North 
Circular  Road,  which  bounds  the  city 
in  that  direction,  for  instance,  the  in- 
habitants on  one  side  from  one  window 
rill  be  looking  at  the  inhabitants  on 
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the  other  under  different  franchises ;  and 
that  is  the  great  situation  now  created 
by  the  speech  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man. You  would  believe  from  the  tone 
and  demeanour  of  the  Attorney 
General  that  we  should  go  down  on  our 
knees  and  thank  the  Government  for 
the  very  moderate  attitude  it  has 
assumed  with  regard  to  this  Bill.  I 
say  the  attitude  of  the  Government  is 
an  inconclusive  and  indefensible  atti- 
tude. While  the  Orange  Party,  as 
represented  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Antrim  and  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Member  for  Down,  are  unable  to 
attack  this  Bill  in  any  way,  the 
Attorney  General  proposes  to  confine 
the  franchise  to  these  eleven  towns. 
Why,  even  the  hon.  Member  for  South 
Tyrone  is  with  us-  on  this  question. 
The  Member  for  South  Tyrone  made  a 
speech  in  favour  of  the  passing  of  this 
Bill  as  a  whole;  and  now  Her 
Majesty's  Government  are  going  to 
the  country  on  this  principle :  that  so 
far  as  these  eleven  towns  are  concerned, 
they  may  have  the  franchise,  but  as 
regards  200  towns,  they  shall  not.  As 
I  have  said,  I  regard  this  extraordinary 
decision,  which  I  suppose  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  is  responsible  for, 
as  the  most  valuable  expression  of  the 
views  of  the  Conservative  Party.  No 
exception  as  to  draughtsmanship  has 
been  taken  to  the  Bill.  No  point  is 
taken  exception  to  except  that  the 
eleven  towns  are  fit  for  the  franchise, 
and  all  the  rest  of  the  community  is 
not.  We  are,  happily,  I  believe,  on  the 
eve  of  a  Dissolution.  This  Bill  is  a 
Bill  just  the  same,  practically,  in  all  its 
effective  provisions  as  the  Bill  intro- 
duced by  us  so  far  back  as  the  month 
of  November,  1890.  I  shall  just  give 
the  House  one  example  of  the  working 
of  the  proposal  of  the  Government. 
Within  the  last  two  months  a  dispute 
has  arisen  in  the  town  of  Maryborough 
as  to  whether  a  man  rated  at  £4 
was  entitled  to  the  franchise  or 
not.  There  was  no  list  of  voters 
in  existence  except  that  pre- 
pared by  the  Town  Clerk.  The 
Town  Clerk  rejected  the  man's  claim 
to  the  vote,  and  there  was  no  appeal. 
An  Election  Petition  was  presented  to 
settle  the  question,  and  considerable 
expense  was  incurred.  So  that,  there- 
fore, to  contest  the  question  of  the 
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right  to  vote  in  these  200  towns  there 
is  no  other  legal  machinery  than  a 
cumbrous  and  expensive  Election  Peti- 
tion. That  is  the  position  taken  up  by 
the  Government.  That,  in  my  opinion, 
is  a  scandal.  The  case  of  Dublin  is  a 
pressing  one.  In  some  of  the  town- 
ships around  Dublin  the  franchise  is 
£5,  and  in  others  it  is  £6,  £8,  and  £10, 
and  we  ask  the  House  to  assimilate 
the  franchise  there  to  that  which 
prevails  in  England. 

*Sdr  J.  McKENNA  (Monghaan, 
S.):  I  rise,  Sir,  in  order  to  dis- 
sociate myself  in  toto  from  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  who  has  just 
sat  down.  The  object  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  was  to  discredit  any 
advantage  that  might  accrue  to  Ireland 
from  a  Conservative  Government.  Per- 
sonally I  am  prepared  to  acknowledge 
gratefully  any  benefit  tendered  to  Ire- 
land from  whichever  Party  in  the 
House  it  may  come,  and  I  now  thank 
the  Government  for  acceding  to  the 
Second  Beading  of  this  Bill,  notwith- 
standing the  observations  of  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member. 

Mr.  LEAMY  (Sligo,  S.) :  I 
think,  Sir,  the  House  should  now  come 
to  a  vote  on  the  Second  Beading  of  the 
Bill,  seeing  there  is  no  opposition  to  it. 

Mr.  SEXTON  (Belfast,  W.) :  I 
fully  acknowledge,  Sir,  the  merits  of 
the  Bill  have  been  pretty  fully  dis- 
cussed, but  I  wish  to  draw  attention  to 
the  fact  that  throughout  this  Debate 
the  Ministers  responsible  for  the  Queen's 
Speech  have  been  conspicuous  by  their 
absence.  Even  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man who  is  now  responsible  for  the 
affairs  of  Ireland  has  only  been  present 
during  a  small  part  of  the  Debate. 

The  ATTOBNEY  GENEBAL  for 
IBELAND  (Mr.  Madden,  Dublin  Uni- 
versity): The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland 
has  been  called  away  quite  suddenly.  It 
was  his  intention  to  have  remained  and 
taken  part  in  the  Debate. 

Mr.  SEXTON  :  I  do  not  think,  Sir, 
that  the  Chief  Secretary  should  have 
allowed  any  duty  to  take  him  away 
from  this  House  during  this  Debate  on 
the  first  Irish  Bill  since  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  took  Office.  We  are  told 
jSfr.  T.  M.  Healy 


in  the  Queen's  Speech  that  the  Local 
Government  Bill  for   Ireland  will  be 
framed  on  the  same  general  principles 
as  in  the  case  of  England  and  Scotland, 
which    means    that  the  occupiers  of 
houses  in  every  city  and  town  will  have 
the  right  to  vote  on  the  question  of 
determining   the    composition  of  the 
local  governing  body.     Where  in  the 
Queen's  Speech  is  it  suggested  that  the 
Government  are  entitled  to  make  one 
law   for  11    cities   and    towns,   and 
another  law  for  200  towns  ?    It  is  in 
the  small  towns  that  the  reforms  are- 
most  needed,  for  there  the  misconduct 
of  the  Local  Government  Board  is  not 
so  liable  to  observation  as  in  the  cities. 
What    is    the    work    of  these    Local 
Boards  to  be  but  paving,  lighting,  and 
sanitation.      If   the    right  hon.    and 
learned  Gentleman  the  Attorney  General 
for  Ireland  had  opposed  this  Bill,  I 
can  assure  him  that  the  Motion  for  the 
introduction  of  the  Local  Government 
Bill  to-morrow  would  not  have  passed 
uncontested.    The  Irish  Members  were 
entitled  to  say  that  the  Government 
having  declared  in  the  Queen's  Speech 
that  the  principles  of  Local  Government 
in    England    should    be    extended  to 
Ireland  have  taken  the  first  opportunity 
''that    has    arisen    to    abandon     their 
position. 

Mr.  W.  BEDMOND  (Fermanagh, 
N.) :   I  hope,  Sir,  that  there  will  be  no 
more  talk,  and  that  we  shall  proceed* 
to  the  Second  Beading  of  the  Bill,  and 
then  to  the  Labourers  (Ireland)  Bill,. 
in  which  great  interest  is  taken. 
*The    CHIEF    SECBETABY    fob 
IBELAND  (Mr.  Jackson,  Leeds,  N.) : 
I  am  sorry,  Sir,  that  I  was  unable  to  be 
present  to  announce  the  views  of  the 
Government,   but    from  what  I  have 
heard  from  the  Attorney  General  for 
Ireland  I  do  not  think  it  is  necessary 
to  detain  the  House.      I  will  only  say 
one  word  in  answer  to  the  remarks  of 
the    hon.   Member    for  West  Belfast. 
He  speaks  of  this  Bill  as  though  this 
were  the  same  Bill  as  was  before  the 
House  on  several  previous  occasions. 
That  is  not  the  fact. 

Mr.    SEXTON:    The    right     hon 
Gentleman  has  not  been  present  during 
this  Debate,  and  does  not  know  that  a 
Bill    practically    similar  to   this  waa 
read  a  second  time  15  months  ago. 
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*lfe.  JACKSON :  The  Government 
is,  of  course,  bound  to  deal  with  the 
<joestion  of  Local  Government  in  Ireland, 
and  although  we  do  not  propose  to 
offer  any  opposition  to  the  Second 
Beading  of  this  Bill  the  Government 
must  not  be  taken  as  bound  to  support 
the  Bill  in  its  present  form  in  its  later 
stages.  Hon.  Members  will  have  very 
if  soon  an  opportunity  of  seeing  the 
ieI  Irish  Local  Government  Bill  of  the 
» .1  {jovernment,  and  of  hearing  the  views 
of  the  Government  on  the  question  of 
kl    Local  Government  for  Ireland. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  com- 
mitted for  to-morrow. 

UB0UKER8'  (IRELAND)  BILL.  (No.  39.) 

SECOND  READING. 

(4.5.)  Order  for  Second  Beading  read. 

Mb.  J.  NOLAN  (Louth,  N.) :  It 
fortunately  happens,  that  whatever  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  opposite 
may  think  as  to  the  differences  amongst 
the  Irish  Members  on  this  side  of  the 
House,  none  exist  amongst  them  as  to 
the  desirability  of  improving  the  posi- 
tion of  the  labourers  of  Ireland.  In 
my  opinion,  it  does  not  matter  whether 
the  labourers  be  Protestant  or  Catholic, 
liberal,  Tory,  or  Whig,  Parnellite  or 
Anti-Parnellite,  for  whatever  they  may 
be,  I  sincerely  desire  to  see  them  taken 
out  of  insanitary  dwellings,  and  placed 
in  a  decent  home.  I  hope,  therefore, 
that  this  Bill  will  be  read  a  second 
time,  with  the  unanimous  consent  of 
ID  Parties  in  the  House.  I  do  not 
pretend  that  it  is  perfect,  or  goes  so 
nr  as  I  should  like,  but  I  think  it  will 
be  agreed  that  it  goes  in  the  right 
direction,  and  if  it  should  reach  the 
Committee  stage,  I  shall  be  ready  to 
accept  Amendments.  I  do  not  wish  to 
belittle  existing  Acts,  but  we  have  ample 

rot  in  Ireland  that  further  progress 
required.  We  find  in  Ireland 
that  year  after  year  the  people  are 
flying  from  the  country  in  thousands, 
ind  that  at  the  same  time  the  industries 
of  the  country  are  languishing  for  want 
of  the  very  labour  which  is  thus  going 
away.  A  Bill  has  already  been  read  a 
noood  time  this  week,  which  admits 
that  the  half-acre  allotment  is  not 
sufficient,  and  one  of  the  provisions  of 


this  Bill  is,  that  allotments  should  be 
increased  from  half-an-acre  to  an  acre, 
and  I  propose  to  make  that  provision 
retrospective.      The    2nd    section    of 
the  Bill  proposes  to  empower  the  Local 
Sanitary  Authority  to  purchase,  so  as 
to  remove  an  obstacle  in  the  way  of 
providing  labourers  with  suitable  cot- 
tages and  allotments.    I  do  not  suggest 
that  compulsion  should  be  used  upon 
the  farmer,  but  it  will  be  found  that 
there  are  cases  in  which  the  tenants  are 
willing  to  sell  their  interests,  and  the 
landlord  is  willing  to  sell  his,   and  I 
wish  the  Local  Sanitary  Authority  to 
be  empowered  in  such  a  case  to  make 
the  necessary  purchase,  and  divide  the 
farm  into  suitable  allotments.     I  trust 
that  the  Sanitary  Authority  will  also 
provide  some   instruction    in    cottage 
gardening,  for  it  is  too  much  to  expect 
an    ordinary    field  hand  to    at    once 
develop     into     a     successful    cottage 
gardener.     I  hold  that,  as  a  general 
rule,  the  labourers  of  Ireland  are  capable 
of  great  improvement.  An  hon.  Member 
of  this  House  wrote  a  remarkable  work 
about  the  Irish  in  America,  showing  to 
what  great  power    and    wealth   they 
attain ;  and  an  hon.  Friend  of  mine  has 
pointed  out  to  me  that  it  was  not  the 
cultured  people,    but  the  hardy  and 
thrifty  working  men  of  Ireland  who 
built  up  large  fortunes  for  themselves 
in  America.     The  same  state  of  things 
prevails    throughout   the    Colonies   of 
this    country,    and  I  therefore  main- 
tain    that     the    Irish    labourers,     if 
they      only      got      an      opportunity, 
would,    on    a    similar    scale,    do    for 
themselves  at  home  in  Ireland  what 
their  countrymen  have  done  in  America 
and  the  Colonies.    In  regard  to  the 
3rd    section  of  the  Bill,  which  gives 
power  to  the  Congested  Districts  Board 
to    provide    labourers'    cottages    and 
allotments,   it    will    be    evident    that 
where  the  Local  Sanitary  Authority  is 
not  sufficiently  powerful  and  rich  to 
undertake    this    work,    it    is    well  it 
should    be    done    by    the    Congested 
Districts  Board.    The  4th  section  pro- 
vides for  the  inspection  of  labourers 
dwellings  during  the  course  of   con- 
struction.   In    my    own  part  of  the 
country  that  work  has  been  done  in  a 
substantial  manner,  but  I  hear  that  in 
other  parts  of  Ireland  there  is  jerry- 
building  in  the  construction  of  these 
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cottages.  I  hope  that  all  Parties  of 
the  House  will  agree  that  the  sooner 
this  Bill  is  passed  into  law  the  better 
it  will  be  for  all  classes ;  and,  in  view 
of  the  past  treatment  and  the  present 
position  of  the  labourers  of  Ireland,  it 
is  desirable  that  this  House  should  en- 
deavour to  improve  their  position.  I 
beg  to  move  the  Second  Beading  of 
this  Bill. 

(4.23.)  Mb.  MAHONY  (Meath, 
N.) :  In  rising  to  second  the  Motion, 
I  wish  to  point  out  that  it  is  merely  an 
effort  to  improve,  in  some  few  par- 
ticulars, Acts  already  in  existence  in 
Ireland.  As  regards  Clause  1,  the 
House  has  practically  assented  to  it 
already  this  Session,  and  the  only 
difference  between  the  clause  of  the 
Bill  which  was  read  a  second  time  a 
fortnight  ago  and  the  1st  clause  of  this 
Bill  is  that  it  is  retrospective.  The 
2nd  clause  of  the  Bill  will  enable 
Boards  of  Guardians  to  purchase  land 
under  the  Land  Purchase  Act  of  last 
Session.  As  to  congested  districts,  it 
might  strike  some  ton.  Members  that 
in  them  labourers'  cottages  are  not 
required,  but  there  are  districts,  in  the 
North  of  Kerry  and  elsewhere,  where 
the  exercise  of  such  a  power  as 
is  proposed  to  be  conferred  upon 
the  Congested  Districts  Board  would 
be  extremely  useful.  Very  often 
the  authority  knows  nothing  of  the 
material  or  quality  of  the  house;  it 
simply  sends  round  an  Inspector  when 
the  house  is  built,  to  see  that  it  has  been 
erected  on  a  certain  site.  The  Board 
of  Guardians  is  supposed  to  carry  out 
an  inspection  of  its  own,  but  the  result 
in  many  cases  has  been  very  inferior 
building.  The  Boards  of  Guardians 
think  the  responsibility  is  taken  off 
their  shoulders  by  the  Board  of  Works, 
and  the  latter  refuses  to  accept  the 
responsibility,  so,  between  the  two, 
buildings  are  not  properly  inspected. 
The  Bill  proposes  that  there  should  be 
a  regular  inspection  made  by  the  Board 
of  works,  and  that  payments  to  con- 
tractors should  be  on  a  certificate  from 
their  Inspector.  I  cannot  imagine 
any  objection  from  the  Government 
Benches  to  that  proposal.  The  Board 
of  Guardians  generally  have  treated 
the  labourers  in  a  very  fair  spirit,  still 
we  ought  not  to  leave  the  labourers  too 
much  m  their  hands,  as  they  are  not 
Mr.  J.  Nolan 
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directly  represented  on  the  Bond. 
Therefore,  as  regards  the  question 
of  the  actual  construction  being  effi- 
ciently carried  out,  it  is  essential  that 
there  should  be  some  outside  authority. 
Some  hon.  Members  may  object  to  the 
Board  of  Works  as  at  present  con- 
stituted, but  we  are  looking  forward  to 
a  re- eon  struct  ion  of  that  body.  I  am 
not  aware  that  any  complaint  has  ever 
been  made  of  construction  under  the 
Labourers'  Acts  when  inspected  by  the 
Board  of  Works.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances, Mr.  Speaker,  I  second  the 
Motion  for  the  Second  Beading,  hoping 
that  the  Bill  may  pass  through  the 
House  without  much  d' 


Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time."— (Mr.  J.  Nolan.) 
*(4.35).  Ma.  T.  W.  BDSSELL 
(Tyrone,  S.) :  I  am  sorry,  Sir,  I  shall 
not  be  able  to  give  the  same  support  to 
this  Bill  as  to  the  previous  one  ;  it  is 
founded  on  strictly  Socialistic  principles, 
and  is  of  a  far-reaching  character.  My 
chief  objection  to  it  is  that  it  seeks  to 
divert  the  money  ear-marked  by  the 
Land  Purchase  Act  for  the  purchase 
of  holdings.  It  proposes  to  undo  on 
a  Wednesday  afternoon  practically  the 
labours  of  a  whole  Session.  The  Land 
Purchase  Act  allocated  the  money 
for  a  specific  purpose,  and  occu- 
pied nearly  a  whole  Session  in  its  pas- 
sage through  the  House ;  and  now  the 
House  is  asked  to  undo  the  well- 
considered  work  of  that  time.  It  may 
be  said  that  the  Land  Purchase  Act  is 
not  working,  but  I  cannot  agree  that  it 
has  failed.  I  believe  all  the  money 
will  be  required  for  the  purposes  of  that 
Act,  and  therefore  I  am  not  prepared 
to  support  the  diversion  of  any  part  of 
it.  If  anything  is  to  be  done  for  the 
labourer — and  I  am  the  last  man  to 
say  it  ought  not  to  be  done— the  funds 
must  come  from  elsewhere.  I  am  still 
more  astonished  at  the  3rd  section. 
If  there  was  one  part  of  the  Land  Pur- 
chase Aot  which  commended  itself  to 
the  perfect  support  of  the  House,  it 
was  that  dealing  with  the  congested 
districts.  One  and  a  half  millions  of 
Irish  money  was  allocated  to  dealing 
with  these  districts,  to  be  used  in  ways 
enumerated  in  the  Act ;  to  those  objects 
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andtothe  work  of  the  Board  the  House  is 
now  asked  to  add  that  of  house  jobbing. 
Wall.  Sir,  I  think  that  is  a  business 
which  the  House  should  not  oast  on 
the  Congested  Districts  Board.    I  think 
the  hon.  Member  for  Meath  saw  the 
-difficulty.    The  people  living  in  these 
districts  are  nearly  all  small  farmers, 
and  not    labourers.      If    you  are    to 
take    the    £1,500,000    voted   for   the 
purchase  of  their  holdings  to  the  build- 
ing and  repairing  of  their  houses,  it 
will  not  go  very  far.    As  the  Board  has 
not  been  at  work  very  long,  it  is  too 
aoon  to  convert  its  entire  functions. 
There  is  another  point.    Suppose  the 
House  adds  this  to  the  Board's  other 
functions  and  they  build  and  repair 
houses,   and  then  the   rents  are  not 
paid?    Are   you  going  to   place  this 
philanthropic  Board  in  the  position  of 
having     to    evict    the    tenants     for 
non-payment    of    rent?    Under    this 
Bill    they    would    be     bound    to    do 
so.     I  hope  the  House  will  not  im- 
pose on  the  Board  either  the  duty  of 
building  cottages  or   repairing  them. 
Besides,   I  am  not  certain   that  the 
labourers'  Acts  have  worked  so  satis- 
factorily that  the  House  should  add 
to  them  without  close  inquiry.    I  know 
there  has  been  great  tyranny  in  con- 
nection with  them.    I  know  that  plots 
have  been  taken  against  the  wishes  of 
tenant  farmers ;  very  inconvenient  land 
has  been  taken    compulsorily.    As  I 
that  the  money  set  aside  for  land 
will  be  insufficient,  I  am  not 
to  take  anything  from  it,  and 
if  the  labourers  are  to  be  assisted,  to 
which  I  do  not  object,  other  money 
must  be  found  for  the  purpose. 

(4.42.)  Mb.  CLANCY  (Dublin  Co., 
N.) :  I  think,  Sir,  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber who  has  just  sat  down  raised 
a  number  of  hobgoblins.  He  says  we 
propose  to  divert  certain  money  now  in 
the  hands  of  the  Congested  Districts 
Board  to  build  labourers'  cottages. 
The  Bill  is  as  plain  as  possible,  and 
■ays  that  a  discretionary  power  should 
be  given  to  the  Board  to  apply  the 
mcner  in  this  way  if  they  think  it 
would  be  the  best  way  to  use  it.  It 
does  not  oompel  them  to  spend  one 
*ngle  penny  now  at  their  disposal  in 
the  way  suggested  by  the  Bill.    How 


this  can  be  so  terribly  socialistic  and 
revolutionary  I  cannot  imagine.  The 
hon.  Member  says  that  the  rents  may 
not  be  paid ;  they  may  not  be  paid  to 
the  Board  of  Guardians  or  to  individual 
landlords.  We  have  chosen  to  run  the 
risks  in  the  Labourers'  Acts,  and  I  am 
unaware  that  anything  has  happened 
to  condemn  that  course.  The  rents 
have  been  paid  with  great  regularity. 
I  think  the  Board  will  be  sensible 
enough  to  use  the  power  wisely  if  it  is 
conferred,  and  then  the  rents  will  be 
paid  regularly.  We  are  continually 
hearing  of  the  tyranny  of  these 
bodies.  This  is  a  question  in  which 
Party  passion  should  not  be  al- 
lowed to  enter;  it  certainly  con- 
fuses the  issue  and  the  principle 
of  the  Bill  to  drag  in  controversies 
which  may  be  right  enough  under 
other  circumstances,  but  are  out  of 
place  in  the  discussion  of  such  a  Bill. 
I  would  suggest  that  we  take  a  Division 
as  soon  as  possible  after  the  Chief 
Secretary  has  told  us  whether  or  not 
he  agrees  with  the  hon.  Member  for 
South  Tyrone. 

(4.48.)  Mr.  MACARTNEY  (Antrim, 
S.) :  I  do  not  feel  the  same  alarm 
as  the  hon.  Member  for  South 
Tyrone  as  to  the  Socialistic  tendency  of 

this  Bill.  All  the  clauses  are  not  of 
the  same  character,  and  two  of  them 
require  careful  consideration.  I  will 
deal  first  with  Clause  3,  which  affects 
the  householders  of  the  congested 
districts.  I  do  not  know  whether 
there  would  be  great  opportunities  for 
the  Board  to  put  the  Bill  into  opera- 
tion ;  but  I  cannot  agree  that  it  is 
altogether  outside  the  scope  of  their 
duties,  because  the  Land  Act  in  the 
sub-section  of  Section  39  says  that  the 
Board  may  take  such  steps  as  they 
think  proper  in  aiding  and  benefitting 
agriculture  in  the  congested  districts. 
If  there  be  parts  of  those  districts 
where  the  labourers  would  be  bene- 
fitted under  this  Bill,  why  should  the 
Board,  which  has  very  large  powers 
conferred  upon  it  for  raising  the  con- 
dition of  the  population,  be  debarred 
from  the  duty  of  aiding  agriculture  by 
building  cottages  ?  I  see,  therefore,  no 
reason  for  conferring  on  the  Board  the 
authority  to  employ  a  portion  of  the 
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money  given  by  the  Land  Act.  I 
think  Sub-section  2  of  the  clause 
should  be  left  out,  as  it  might  embarrass 
the  Board.  I  will  explain  what  I 
mean.  By  previous  Acts,  great  powers 
are  conferred  on  those  dissatisfied 
with  the  action  of  the  Local  Authority 
in  building  cottages,  and  much  trouble 
was  caused  by  their  action  being 
supervised  by  the  Local  Government 
Board.  I  do  not  think  it  would 
he  right  that  the  Congested  Dis- 
tricts Board  should  be  put  into  the 
same  category  as  a  Local  Sanitary 
Authority,  and  be  subjected  to  like 
harassing  conduct  on  the  part  of  those 
who  are  dissatisfied.  Then  I  come 
to  Clause  2,  which  is  undoubtedly  a 
very  important  one,  as  it  may  be  open 
to  the  objection  taken  that  it  diverts 
part  of  the  money  applied  under  the 
Land  Act.  Undoubtedly  it  does 
propose  to  divert  a  portion  of  it.  The 
•question  is,  Will  such  diversion  injure 
the  mass  of  the  population  of  Ireland, 
or  will  it  be  for  the  general  benefit  ? 
There  are  three  classes  whom  this 
(clause  affects :  the  labourers,  the  rate- 
payers, and  those  tenant  farmers  who 
are  not  ratepayers.  There  is  no  doubt 
it  would  confer  some  benefit  on  the 
labourers.  I  do  not  think  it  will  injure 
the  ratepayers.  It  will  enable  money 
to  be  borrowed  a  little  more  cheaply 
for  the  building  of  labourers'  cottages, 
and  so  would  be  a  relief  to  the  rate- 
payers. As  to  those  who  are  not 
ratepayers,  they  may  say  that  the  Bill 
does  not  benefit  them;  but  it  does  not 
injure  their  property.  If  there  is  to 
be  a  great  rush,  and  if  there  is  any 
chance  of  the  portion  of  land  purchase 
money  devoted  to  each  county  being 
applied  for  to  purchase  holdings,  we 
should  have  no  right  to  consent  to  any 
other  class  of  people  coming  in  and 
interfering  with  the  operation  of  last 
year's  Act.  Therefore  I  should  like 
to  reserve  the  right  to  endeavour 
to  amend  that  clause  in  Committee. 
Subject  to  that  limitation  I  do  not  see 
any  around  for  offering  opposition  to 
the  Sill.  I  know  that  naturally  the 
views  held  by  the  Government  may  be 
influenced  by  other  considerations  than 
those  which  influence  private  Members. 
They  are  responsible  for  the  Land 
Purchase  Act,  and  they  may  say  that 
this    Bill    would    interfere  with   the 
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carrying  out  of  that  Act ;  but  I  believe 
that  the  main  objection  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  South  Tyrone  can  be  met     ] 
by  Amendment  in  Committee,  which     ) 
would  restrain  the  Commissioners  from     \ 
assenting   to    any    application    which    | 
would  be  an  inroad;  but  with  these    \ 
limitations  I  am  prepared  to  support 
the  Second  Beading  of  the  Bill.  ) 

(5.)  Mb.  EDMUND  LEAMY  j 
(Sligo,  S.) :  The  hon.  Member  who  has  \ 
preceded  me  has  said  the  money  would 
be  expended  in  building  houses  to 
small  farmers  if  this  Bill  were  passed 
into  law;  and  he  also  spoke  about 
farmers  being  content  to  give  sites  to 
labourers'  cottages.  Now,  I  regret  to 
say  that  in  a  great  many  parts  of 
Ireland,  tenant  farmers  are  not  very 
willing  to  give  any  sites  at  all  for 
labourers'  cottages,  and  it  is  in  faot 
in  consequence  of  that  that  it  is 
necessary  to  allow  representations  for 
such  cottages  to  be  made  by  the 
labourers'  themselves.  We  know  that 
Inspectors  have  in  many  cases  refused 
to  sanction  the  sites  at  all.  It  has 
been  said  that  some  of  the  best 
land  has  been  selected  for  the 
purpose  of  labourers  cottages.  I  know 
from  experience  that  in  many  cases  the 
very  worst  patches  of  land  nave  been 
offered  to  the  labourers  by  the  farmers. 
I  think  if  half-an-acre  of  land  is  to 
be  given  at  all — and  half-an-acre  is 
not  much — the  labourers  should  get 
the  best  part  of  the  land.  But, 
in  my  opinion,  the  very  worst  has 
been  given.  We  on  this  side  of 
the  House  are  very  glad  of  the 
support  which  the  hon.  Member  oppo- 
site has  given  to  this  Bill,  and  to  the 
Bill  which  has  preceded  it,  and  we 
hope  the  Government  will  follow  the 
same  course,  and  assent  to  the  Bill 
being  read  a  second  time. 

(5.3.)  Colonel  WARING  (Down, 
N.) :  I  wish  to  say,  as  briefly  as  pos- 
sible, that  I  sympathise  with  the  objects 
of  the  Bill.  I  do  not  entertain  the  views, 
or  the  fears,  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
South  Tyrone,  as  to  the  communistio 
character  of  the  Bill.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber seems  to  think  that  there  might  be  a 
difficulty  in  regard  to  the  payment  of 
rent  of  these  small  holdings;  but  I 
wish  to  point  out  to  him,  and  to  the 
House,  that  by  Clause  4  of  the  Bill  the 
operation  of  the  collection  of  rent  would 
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be  fery  much  facilitated.  I  heartily 
concur  with  the  objects  of  the  measure, 
and  I  shall  vote  for  it  if  it  go  to  a 
division. 

(5.5.)    Mb.   P.  A.   CHANCE  (Kil- 
kenny, S.)  :  Now  that  both  sections  of 
the  Irish  Representatives  are  in  com- 
itate accord — for  the  hon.  Member  for 
South  Tyrone  cannot  be  considered  as 
representing  anybody,  since  he  speaks 
neither  as  an  Orangeman  nor  as    a 
Hationaliflt — I  hope  that  the  House  will 
permit  this  Bill  to  be  read  a  second 
time.     The  hon.  Member,  if  he  refer 
to  the  Act,  will  find  that  the  Congested 
Districts  Board  has  done  a  large  traffic 
in  land.    Therefore,  this  Bill  does  not 
introduce  any  new  principle,   and  it 
eannot  be  seriously  said  that  there  is 
any  great  fear  of  the  Board  having  to 
oafi  into  use  the  powers  of  eviction.    In 
addition  to  that,  the  hon.  Member  for 
South  Tyrone  will  find  that  there  have 
been  exceedingly  few  cases  in  which  the 
labourers   have  been  prosecuted   and 
evicted  for  non-payment  of  rent.    The 
labourers  are  too  anxious  to  get  posses- 
sion of  a  holding,  in  fact,  to  risk  the 
losing  of  it  by  the  non-payment  of  rent. 
I  think  there  is  one  matter  upon  which 
all  the  Irish  Leaders  are  agreed,  and 
that   is  that  the  expense  of  carrying 
out  the  Irish  Labourers'  Act  is  alto- 
gether   disproportionate.       Possession 
cannot  be  got  without  many  formalities 
being  gone  through,  and  in  ten  cases 
out  of  twelve  almost  50  per  cent  of  the 
expenses   goes   into    the    pockets   of 
the   lawyers    and   printers.      That  is 
a  very  important  matter.    I  believe  it 
is  a  serious  omission,  and  I  hope  that 
if  this  Bill  goes  into  Committee  the 
hon.  Gentleman  who  has  brought  it 
in,  and  the  Government,  will  introduce 
a  clause  simplifying  and    cheapening 
the   procedure   of   putting    the   com- 
pulsory   clauses    of   those    Acts   into 
fame.     I  hope  that  the  Government 
will   give    expression    to  the    wishes 
put  forward  upon  both  sides  of  the 
House ;  and  I  am  sure  if  they  do,  they 
will  be  meeting  the  desires  of  a  very 
law  section  of  the  Irish  people. 

ftA)  The  FIBST  LORD  op  the 
TBKASUBY  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour, 
Manchester,  E.):  I  think  that  the 
discussion  upon  this  Bill  illustrates  the 
kind  of  danger  which  the  House  is 
sometimes  subjected  to  upon  Wednesday 


afternoons.  The  discussion  upon  this 
Bill  in  fact  only  began  an  hour  ago. 
Several  supporters  of  the  measure 
have  delivered  very  brief  speeches,  and 
very  moderate  speeches;  but  there 
appears  to  be  no  suspicion  upon  the 
part  of  the  great  majority  of  the 
House  that  this  Bill  really  raises  a. 
most  important  issue  in  connection 
with  the  Land  Purchase  Act.  In  fact 
issues  which  the  House  of  Commons 
were  engaged  night  after  night  in  dis- 
cussing last  Session,  and  issues  which 
the  House  took  months  to  determine 
are  now  proposed  to  be  upset  in  the 
course  of  an  hour's  conversation. 
Broadly  speaking,  the  Bill  aims 
at  adding  to  the  existing  duties  of  the 
Congested  Districts  Board  by  empower- 
ing it  to  buy  land  for  the  purpose  of 
erecting  labourers'  cottages,  and  it  pro- 
poses the  allocation  of  some  of  the- 
money  deliberately  voted  last  Session 
for  an  altogether  different  purpose  ;  for 
the  purpose  of  creating  small  freehold 
occupiers,  and  to  enable  Local  Authori- 
ties to  buy  land  at  a  cheaper  rate  for 
the  purpose  of  erecting  labourers'  cot- 
tages. I  would  earnestly  ask  the 
House  to  pause  before  it  assents,  in  a 
light-hearted  manner,  to  either  of  those 
proposals.  Let  me  call  the  attention 
of  the  House  to  the  fact  that  the  duties 
the  Congested  Districts  Board  has  to 
discharge  are  already  weighty  and 
multifarious.  It  is  exposed  to  applica- 
tions of  the  most  miscellaneous  kind ; 
applications  from  every  district  within 
the  congested  area,  all  pressing  the 
Board  to  expend  the  money  allocated 
to  it  by  Parliament  in  every  possible 
manner,  for  the  various  purposes  which,, 
legitimately  enough,  that  Board  has 
got  power  to  deal  with.  Now  it  is. 
proposed  to  add  to  this  already  vast 
catalogue  of  functions  the  additional 
duty  of  dealing  with  labourers'  cottages 
along  the  west  coast  of  Ireland.  Now, 
is  it  not  true  that  there  is,  broadly 
speaking,  no  class  of  labourers  along 
the  west  coast  of  Ireland  at  all? 
I  take  an  agricultural  labourer  to- 
mean  a  man  who  works  for  weekly 
wages  for  a  farmer.  Does  such  a  class 
exist  in  any  appreciable  quantity  along 
the  west  coast  of  Ireland?  The  hon. 
Gentleman  who  seconded  the  Motion 
pointed  to  one  or  two  places  in  which 
it  was  alleged   there  were  a  certain 
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number  of  agricultural  labourers.  If 
that  is  so,  it  only  arises  from  the  fact 
that  it  is  impossible  so  to  draw  the  outline 
of  the  congested  districts  as  to  wholly  ex- 
clude, here  and  there,  minute  fragments 
of  land  which  might  not  be  properly 
described  as  congested  districts.  Is  it 
not  perfectly  clear  to  the  House,  if  there 
were  a  place  in  which  there  were 
farmers  so  considerable  that  they  were 
in  a  position  to  have  dependent  on 
them  a  large  number  of  labourers  on 
weekly  wages,  the  district  is  not  a  con- 
gested district  in  the  strict  sense  of 
the  word  ;  it  is  not  a  district  in  which 
the  £1,500,000  allocated  by  Par- 
liament should  be  properly  applied.  I 
would  therefore  recommend  the  House 
not  to  pass  the  Bill,  certainly  in 
so  far  as  Clause  3  is  concerned. 
There  remains  the  question  of 
the  more  general  powers  sought  to 
be  embodied  in  this  Bill.  In 
Clause  2  it  is  provided  that  the  Local 
Authorities,  instead  of  going  to 
obtain  loans  for  labourers'  cottages  to 
the  Board  of  Works,  should  go  to  the 
Land  Commission  and  get  some  of  the 
£33,000,000  allocated.  Some  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen may  say  that  there  is  no  fund 
out  of  which  we  can  provide  money  for 
plots  for  labourers'  cottages.  Why,  the 
amount  of  money  at  the  control  of  the 
Local  Authorities  is  absolutely  un- 
limited. The  State  at  present  provides, 
at  the  ordinary  rate  of  interest  current 
n  such  cases,  as  much  money  as  can 
be  taken  up,  and  as  much  as  the  Local 
Authorities  require,  for  the  carrying 
out  of  the  purposes  of  the  Labourers' 
Acts,  and  all  this  Bill,  therefore, 
does  is  to  enable  Local  Authorities 
to  obtain  this  money  at  as  low  or 
at  a  lower  rate  of  interest  than 
they  otherwise  could  do.  And  where 
does  the  money  come  from  ?  It  comes 
from  a  strictly  limited  fund,  allocated 
by  Parliament  last  year  for  the  purpose 
of  creating  freeholders  in  Ireland.  This 
Bill  does  not  create  freeholders.  I  will 
not  travel  out  of  my  way  to  deal  with 
the  contention  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
West  Belfast  with  regard  to  the  failure 
of  the  Land  Purchase  Act.  It  may  be 
thought  that  the  money  would  not  be 
wanted  in  Ireland  for  the  purpose  of 
purchasing  freeholds,  because  the  Act 
of  last  year  was  a  failure.  It  is  absurd 
to  judge  of  that  Act,  obviously  imper- 
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fectly  understood  in  Ireland,  *&  Act 
which  has  been  in  operation  for  only 
six  months,  and  which,  during  those 
six  months,  had  for  its  rival  another 
Act  giving  money  upon  terms  more 
agreeable  to  the  tenants  than  the  Act  of 
last  year,  combined  with  the  low  price 
of  Consols,  which  necessarily  compelled 
this  country  to  charge  more  for  the  loans 
for  the  purchase  of  land  than  it  other* 
wise  would.  It  would  be  absurd  to 
argue  from  those  circumstances,  or  to 
found  the  conclusion  upon  them,  that 
the  Act  of  last  year  has  been,  or  that  it 
is  likely  to  be,  a  failure.  And  1 
am  convinced  that  if  the  tenant! 
— especially  in  the  North  of  Ireland— 
really  supposed  that  anything  had  beei 
done  to  diminish  a  fund  deliberately 
given  them  by  Parliament  by  an  Ac 
passed  after  the  most  elaborate  dis 
cussion,  and  ratified  by  the  Hous 
after  full  debate — if  they  thought  tha 
this  fund  was  to  be  taken  away  froc 
them  at  the  conclusion  of  a  one-and-a 
half-hours'  debate  on  a  Wednesda 
afternoon,  I  think  they  would  conside 
us  to  be  very  poor  trustees  of  th 
interests  confided  to  us.  The  Goverr 
ment  object  to  the  two  main  clause 
of  this  Bill — the  clauses  which  ue 
necessarily  and  inadvisedly  diminia 
the  funds  allocated  by  this  House  fc 
that  purpose.  I  earnestly  trust  tha 
the  House  will  not  come  to  any  coi 
elusion  which  would  thus  hastily  an 
recklessly  interfere  with  the  deliberat 
Act  which  we  undertook  to  carry  or 
in  the  last  Session  of  Parliament. 

(5.23.)  Mb.  SEXTON  (Bella* 
W.) :  The  right  hon.  Gentlema 
has  asked  the  House  to  reject  th 
Bill  on  the  Second  Beading  on  accoui 
of  the  objections  which  he  takes  t 
two  clauses.  But  there  are  othc 
clauses  in  the  Bill  to  which  he  take 
no  objection.  To  the  1st  clause  of  th 
Bill  there  can  be  objection,  because  th 
House  has  already  affirmed  the  principh 

"Notwithstanding,"  it  says  "anything  on 
tained  in  Section  6  of  the  Labourers  (Irelaix 
Act  1883,  and  the  Acts  amending  or  extendi]] 
the  same,  a  Sanitary  Authority  shall  hai 
power  to  provide  for  a  plot  of  garden  bm 
exceeding  one  statute  acre  being  allotted  1 
each  labourer's  dwelling  whether  erectc 
before  or  after  the  passing  of  this  Act. " 

I  shall  now  come  to  the  two  objection 
of    the    right    hon.    Gentleman.     B 
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objects  to  increasing  the  duties  of  the 
Congested  Districts  Board  ;  s  but  the 
Bill  leaves  any  increase  of  duties  lo 
their  own  discretion,  and  if  the  demands 

of  the  people  in  thehongeBted  districts 
have  bean  met  already,  then  the  Con- 
parted  Districts  Board  can  have   no 
ranceae  of  duties.  ,  As  to  the  diversion 
of  the  funds,  no*  only  has  there  been  an 
entire  indifferetooe  shown  by  the  great 
body  of  the  tenants  of  Ireland,  but  out 
of  the    £30,000,000    provided    only 
00,000    has    been    applied    for    in 
the  year,  and  there  is  no  reason  what- 
ever to  expect  that  the  greater  part  of 
the  balanoe  is  likely  to  be  applied  for, 
to  that,  therefore,  there  can  be  no  danger 
whatever  in  diverting  a  small  portion 
tins  money  for  this  purpose.    I  regret 
As  flJJb&oh  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 
I  thiol  ft  waft  delivered  without  having 
taken  the  fading  of  the  whole  of  the 
House. 


•(5.28.)  Sib  JOHN  COLOMB  (Tower 
Hamlets,  Bow,  Ac.)  :  I  cannot  agree 
with  what  has  fallen  from  the  hon. 
Member  opposite,  that  it  is  desirable  to 
increase  universally  throughout  Ireland 
the  number  of  labourers'  cottages  and 
plots.  The  real  difficulty  in  the  con- 
gested districts  is  this,  there  you  have 
no  demand  for  labour  at  all.  The 
people. there  are  really  all  labourers 
with  allotments,  and  there  is  no  demand 
for  their  labour,  and  I  would  call  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  the  fact  that 
this  Bill  only  gives  discretionary  power 
in  the  congested  districts  to  the  Con- 
gested Districts  Board. 

Mb.  J.  E.  REDMOND :  I  beg  to 
Mive  that  the  Question  be  now  put. 

Mb.  SPEAKEB:  Considering  that 
thb  Debate  has  only  lasted  for  one  hour 
rinse  the  time  when  the  hon.  Member 
who  introduced  the  Bill  sat  down,  and 
other  hon.  Members  have  risen  to 
Beak  on  both  sides  of  the  House,  I 
tnUk'fftrther  time  should  be  allowed 
far  the  diaetisddh  of  the  Bill. 

*fa  JOHN  COLOMB :  The  effect 
of  the  Bill  would  be  to  duplicate  the 
machinery  in  the  congested  districts. 
The  Poor  Law  Boards  have  already 
power  to  erect  labourers'  cottages,  and 
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now  you  are  to  ask  the.  jGwgested  Dis- 
tricts Board  to  do  what  is  in  the  power 
of  the  £oor  Law  Boards.  Therefore,  I 
9EB<»fi  *e  .gewnd.Beading.ct  this  Bill, 
because  it  shifts  on  to  a  Government 
Department  a  duty  that  essentially 
belongs  to  the  Board  of  GtnrcSans 
itself.  It  has  been  said  tTiat  Were  lias 
been  great  jobbery  perpetuated  in  the 
construction  of  labourers'  cottages  by 
these  Boards.  I  say  it  is  the  busi- 
ness of  these  Boards  to  check  that 
jobbery  and  see  that  the  work  is  done, 
and  I  object  to  the  work  being  shifted 
to  another  Department.  I  think  it  is  a 
very  material  change  which  is  proposed 
by  this  Bill.  I  do  not  see  that  it  is  a 
desirable  principle  to  adopt,  and  on 
that  ground  also  I  should  oppose  the 
Second  Beading  of  this  Bill.  I  think, 
on  the  whole,  therefore,  it  would  be 
unwise  and  impolitic  to  pass  such  a 
measure  as  this.  I  think  it  would 
frustrate  and  impede  the  action  of  the 
Congested  Districts  Board 

It  being  half  an  hour  after  Five  of 
the  clock,  the  Debate  stood  adjourned. 

Debate  to  be  resumed  To-morrow. 

CONVEYANCING  AND  LAW  OP  PRO- 
PERTY ACT  (1881)  AMENDMENT 
BILL.— (No.  110.) 

COMMITTEE. 

Bill  considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Chairman  do  report  Pro- 
gress, and  ask  leave  to  sit  again." — 
(Mr.  Matthew  J.  Kenny.) 

Mr.  T.  H.  BOLTON  (St.  Pancras, 
N.) :  I  beg  to  appeal  to  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber not  to  persevere  with  his  objection. 
There  is  a  general  consensus  of  opinion 
in  favour  of  this  Bill,  not  only  on  these 
Benches  but  on  all  sides  of  the  House. 

Dr.  CHARLES  K.  TANNER  (Cork 
Co.,  Mid) :  I  hope  my  hon.  Friend 
will  withdraw  his  objection.  From 
what  I  have  heard  of  this  Bill,  it  is  not 
one  which  should  be  opposed. 

2  E 


663    Feus  and  Building  Leases     {COMMONS}  {Scotland)  Bill. 

Mb.  M.  J.  KENNY :  I  beg  to  with: 
draw  the  Motion* 


Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 
Bill  reported,  without  Amendment. 


CIVIL  BBRVICB8  AND  REVENUE 
DEPARTMENTS  (ESTIMATES,  1892-3). 
Copy  presented, — of  Estimates  for 
Civil  Services  and  Revenue  Depart- 
ments for  the  year  ending  31st  March 
1893  [by  Command]  ;  Referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Supply,  and  to  be 
printed.     [No.  48.] 

CIVIL  8ERVICES  AND  REVENUE 
DEPARTMENTS,  1892-3  (MEMORAN- 
DUM ON  ESTIMATE8). 

Copy  presented, — of  Memorandum 
of  the  Financial  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  relating  to  the  Civil  Service 
and  Revenue  Departments  Estimates, 
1892-3  [by  Command]  ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 

CIVIL  SERVICE8  AND  REVENUE 
DEPARTMENTS  (APPROPRIATION 
ACCOUNTS). 

Copy  presented, — of  Appropriation 
Accounts,  1890-91,  with  Reports  of  the 
Comptroller  and  Auditor  General 
thereon  [by  Act]  ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

NAVY    (APPROPRIATION    ACCOUNT). 

Copy  presented, — of  the  Appropria- 
tion Account  for  the  Navy  for  1890-91, 
with  Report  of  the  Comptroller  and 
Auditor  General  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 

REGISTRY  OF  DEEDS  (IRELAND). 

Copies  presented, — of  Treasury  War- 
rants, dated  the  26th  January  and  the 
5th  February  1892,  appointing  Francis 
A.  Fanning,  esquire,  to  be  First  Assistant 
Registrar,  and  William  H.  Drennan, 
esquire,  to  be  Second  Assistant  Regis- 
trar, in  the  Registry  of  Deeds  (Ireland) 
[by  Act]  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


BANE  OF  ENGLAND. 

Paper  laid  upon  the  Table  b; 
Clerk  of  the  House : — 

Copy  of  all  Applications  ma< 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Tre 
and  the  Chancellor  of  th< 
chequer  to  the  Governoi 
Deputy  Governor  of  the 
of  England  for  Advance 
Government  authorised  bj 
liament,  from  5th  January 
to  5th  January  1892  [by  A 

MOTIONS. 


LIQUOR  TRAFFIC  LOCAL  VETO  (WA: 

BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Bowen  Rowlands  (Car 
shire),  Bill  to  enable  owners  and  occup 
Wales  to  have  effectual  control  ove 
Liquor  Traffic,  ordered  to  be  brought 
Mr.  Bowen  Rowlands,  Mr.  Samuel  8mit 
Mr.  Philippe. 
Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [Bi 

LOCAL  AUTHORITIES  (LAND)  BEL 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Robert  Reid  (Dui 
&c),  Bill  to  enable  Local  Authorities  to  a 
Land,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  ] 
Reid,  Mr.  Arthur  Acland,  Mr.  Broad 
Mr.  Winterbotham,  Mr.  Esslemont,  anc 
Compton. 

Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [Bi] 

CASUALTIES  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Robert  Reid  (Dui 
&0.),  Bill  to  abolish  Casualties  by  Pure* 
Scotland,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  fc 
Robert  Reid,  and  Dr.  Hunter. 

Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [Bi] 

FEUS  AND  BUILDING  LEASES   (SCOTI 

BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Donald  Crawford 
ark,  N.E.),  Bill  to  amend  the  Law  relati 
Feus  and  Leases  for  Building  in  Sco 
ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Donald  < 
ford,  Mr.  Bryce,  Mr.  Monro  Ferguson 
Mr.  Philippe. 

Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [Bil 

House  adjourned  at  twenty  mi 

before  Sue  o' 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS, 
Tkwnday,  18th  February,  189S. 

BAT    FIRST    IN    PARLIAMENT. 
The  Earl  of  Portsmouth — after  the 
feith  of  his  father. 


Daniel    Lewis,     Lord 
Bugor  was  (in  the  usual 

faced. 


Bishop    oi 

■)  intro 


IJCKEWB  SPEECH— HER  MAJESTY 
ANSWER  TO  THE  ADDRESS. 
The  LORD  CHAMBERLAIN  (the 
Sari  of  Lathom)  reported  Her 
Majesty's  Answer  to  the  Address  as 
follows:- 

"Iretnrn  yon  My  sincere  thanks  for  jour 
fctifal  and  affectionate  Addreu,  and  for  your 
lympathy  with  He  and  My  Family  in  the 
aneronj  low  which  I  and  My  people  have 
■altered  by  the  death  of  My  beloved  Grandson. 
The  auunuicee  of  your  participation  in  My 
panonal   aorrow  have  given   He   very  great 


The  Address  and  Answer  ordered  to 
be  printed  and  published. 

EVIDENCE   IN   CRIMINAL  CASES 
BILL  £h.l.]— (No.  4.) 

SECOND  BEADING. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Read 


ing,  read. 

The  LORD  CHANCELLOR  (Lord 
Haububy)  :  My  Lords,  I  have  a  diffi- 
oulty  in  suggesting  to  your  Lordships 
anything  new  to  say  upon  the  subject 
of  this  Bill ;  it  has  been  so  completely 
before  your  Lordships,  and,  so  far  as  I 
know,  the  universal  opinion  has  been 
in  its  favour.  I  do  not  think  I  re- 
member any  dissentient  voice  upon 
the  general  principle  of  the  Bill,  given 
the  conditions  of  the  law  of  evidence  as 
it  at  present  stands.  As  your  Lord- 
■hips  are  aware,  in  a  certain  number  of 
offences  the  law  at  present  is  that  a 
parson  may  give  evidence  on  his  own 
behalf  if  he  elects  to  do  so ;  and  I  am 
bound  to  say  that,  since  your  Lord- 
ships passed  this  Bill  last  year,  one  or 
two  cases  have  occurred  which  cer- 
tainly give  a  very  strong  illustration  of 
the  mode  in  which  the  present  law  of 
VOL.  I.  [new  series.] 
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evidence  may  be  worked.  There  was 
one  very  striking  case,  in  which  I 
think  ah  hon.  Member  of  the 
other  House  was  engaged  as  counsel, 
in  which  a  man  was  charged  with 
one  of  those  offences  about  which 
he  could  be  examined.  He  gave 
evidence,  and,  by  reason  of  the  evi- 
dence that  he  had  given,  he  was 
acquitted  before  a  jury.  For  some 
reason  or  another  that  I  am  unable  to 
understand,  which  I  suppose  may  or 
may  not  have  been  the  act  of  the 
prosecutor,  he  was  indicted  for  perjury 
given  on  the  occasion  upon  which  he 
was  examined  as  a  witness,  and  I  need 
not  tell  your  Lordships  that  under 
those  circumstances  (although  the  jury 
had  acquitted  him  when  they  heard  his 
story,  and  he  was  indicted  afresh  for 
perjury  for  saying  the  same  thing)  on 
that  occasion  of  course  his  evidence 
was  not  receivable.  Fortunately,  as  I 
think,  he  was  again  acquitted ;  but, 
had  he  been  convicted,  I  really  do  not 
know  what  would  have  been  the  condi- 
tion in  which  any  Home  Secretary 
would  have  been.  That  condition  of 
things  seems  to  me  almost  to  speak  for 
itself.  The  other  case  occurred  during 
last  year  after  the  discussion  in  your 
Lordships'  House.  There  was  an  old 
gentleman,  I  think  80  years  of  age, 
who  had  been  tried  and  convicted,  and 
had  suffered  punishment  for  an  offence 
in  respect  of  the  sale  of  a  vessel. 
The  same  question  was  raised  by  an 
action,  and  ne  was  then,  but  he  could 
not  have  been  on  the  previous  occasion, 
examined  as  a  witness,  and,  by  consent 
of  counsel  on  both  sides,  and  with  the 
full  opinion  of  the  learned  Judge,  who 
tried  the  case,  in  his  favour,  it  was 
admitted  that  he  had  actually  proved 
his  innocence,  and  there  could  have 
been  no  doubt  that  the  former  convic- 
tion, under  which  he  had  suffered 
imprisonment,  was  wrong,  and  that, 
had  be  been  capable  of  giving  the 
same  evidence  on  the  criminal  trial, 
the  result  would  have  been  different. 
These,  my  Lords,  are  two  out  of  many 
cases ;  and  I  confess  myself  I  am  a 
little  startled  to  rind  that  when  the 
opinion  has  been  so  all  but  universal, 
and  so  many  times  the  Bill  has 
passed  your  Lordships'  House  to 
enable  all  persons  to  have  what 
most    person's  sense    of    justice    must 
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regard  as  the  right  to  give  evidence  in 
their  own  cases,  for  some  reason  or  other 
this  Bill  has  been  unable  to  pass  the 
other  House.  I  do  hope,  my  Lords, 
at  all  events,  that  this  Session  an  effort 
will  be  made  that  it  should  pass,  and 
that  that  right  should  be  given  which 
the  universal  sense  of  justice  assents 
to,  I  think,  as  being  the  right  of  every 
person  who  is  now  accused.  The  only 
argument,  my  Lords,  that  I  have  heard 
against  the  Bill  is  one  founded,  as  it 
appears  to  me,  upon  the  notion  that  no 
person  ought  to  be  examined  as  a  wit- 
ness who  is  charged  with  any  criminal 
offence.  Whether  rightly  or  wrongly, 
that  is  not  the  view  of  the  Legislature. 
All  the  arguments  appear  to  me  now  to 
be  absolutely  inconsistent  with  the  action 
of  the  Legislature,  which  in,  I  think,  20 
or  30  classes  of  offences  has  now  dis- 
tinctly admitted  persons  to  be  examined. 
Under  these  circumstances,  my  Lords, 
I  do  not  think  I  can  add  more  to  what 
has  been  said  on  the  subject.  I  can 
well  remember  a  very  great  Judge, 
Lord  Campbell,  on  one  occasion  adopt- 
ing an  expedient  which  I  thought  at 
the  time  exhibited  a  zeal  a  little  beyond 
the  law.  There  were  cross  indictments 
between  two  persons  for  assault,  neither 
of  whom,  of  course,  was  admissible  as 
a  witness  in  the  case  in  which  he  was 
himself  indicted.  Lord  Campbell  swore 
both  juries  at  once;  and  the  result 
was  that  both  the  accused  then  became 
capable  of  being  examined  as  witnesses. 
And  I  remember  well  thinking — it  was 
when  I  was  very  young  at  the  Bar — 
that,  if  that  was  right  which  Lord 
Campbell  said  was  to  be  done,  it  was 
rather  an  indirect  expedient  for  doing 
that  which  the  law  now  would  permit 
to  be  done  universally.  My  Lords,  I 
have  only  one  more  observation 
that  I  wish  to  make.  The  sub- 
stantial provisions  of  the  Bill  are 
the  same  as  those  which  your  Lord- 
ships have  more  than  once  passed 
through  the  House.  There  are  the 
safeguards  to  which  I  have  referred,  of 
the  consent  of  the  husband  and  wife, 
respectively,  being  required  as  the 
necessary  condition  of  either  being 
examined  against  the  other.  And,  my 
Lords,  I  have  to-day  received  a  very 
singular  communication  from  a  very 
able  County  Court  Judge,  who  tells  me 
that  in,  I  think  he  says,  four  cases  this 

Lord  HaUbury 


singular  condition  of  things  has  arises 
— which  might  perhaps  throw  some 
doubt  upon  the  propriety  of  the  provi- 
sion with  reference  to  the  consent  of 
the  husband  and  wife  respectively.  I 
only  throw  it  out  with  reference  to  the 
passing  of  the  Bill,  and  whether  some 
provision  might  be  made  in  Committee. 
It  appears  that  an  adulterous  wife  has 

Erocured  a  person  to  personate  her 
usband  and  forge  his  signature,  and 
the  wife  has  been  incapable  of  beini 
prosecuted  for  forgery — the  actual 
forger  having  escaped.  The  wife  can- 
not be  prosecuted,  inasmuch  as  she 
certainly  would  not  consent  to  the 
husband  being  examined  to  prove  that 
the  document  in  question,  a  promissory 
note,  was  a  forgery  ;  and  the  result  if 
that  she  is  perfectly  independent  of  the 
law,  and  able  to  forge  as  many  times  as 
she  can  get  the  adulterer  to  aid  her. 
Under  those  circumstances,  my  Lords, 
it  may  be  a  question  whether  there 
ought  not  to  be  some  provision  to  meet 
such  a  case  as  that  with  regard  to  the 
consent  being  essential  for  the  husband 
and  wife,  respectively,  being  examined. 
I  think,  with  that  exception,  my  Lords, 
I  have  nothing  further  to  add,  and  I 
have  now  to  ask  your  Lordships  to  read 
the  Bill  a  second  time. 

Moved, "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read?." 
— (The  Lord  Chancellor.) 

Lord  HERSCHELL:  My  Lords,  Ineed 
hardly  add  anything  to  what  the  noUe 
and  learned  Lord  has  said  in  favour  of  tUs 
Bill,  because  I  have  already  on  man; 
occasions  expressed  my  view  to 
your  Lordships'  House  that  this 
measure  ought  to  be  passed  into 
law.  I  only  rise  for  the  purpose 
of  expressing  the  hope  that  the  Govenv 
ment  will  now  press  forward  this  Bill,* 
that  it  may  pass  into  law.  So  far  as  I 
know,  the  Bill  might  have  been  on  the 
Statute  Book  by  this  time  if  it  had  nc* 
been  for  the  apprehension  with  regard 
to  its  provisions  which  exists  in  the 
minds  of  some  of  the  Irish  Members, 
who  do  not  desire  it  to  be  extended  to 
Ireland.  Now,  of  course,  if  the  Govern- 
ment have  time  to  deal  with  the  qua* 
tion  so  as  to  pass  it  into  law,  nothwitb- 
standing  opposition,  well  and  good ;  W 
I  would  earnestly  urge  this :  that,  if  thai 
be  found  impossible,  on  account  of  difi* 
oulties  of  time,  at  all  events  a  mean** 
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-which  is  desired  for  England,  and 
-which  everybody  feels  to  be  desirable 
for  England,  should  not  be  delayed ; 
because,  if  it  passes  into  law  here,  and 
"works,  as  I  believe  it  will,  satisfactorily, 
that  will  greatly  diminish,  and  not  in 
any  way  add  to,  any  difficulty  of  here- 
after extending  it  to  Ireland. 

Motion  agreed  to ;  Bill  read  2*  (ac- 
cording to  order)  and  committed  to  a 
-Committee  of  the   whole    House   on 
Monday  next. 

House  adjourned  at  twenty  minutes 

before  Five  o'clock. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS, 
Thursday,  18th  February,  1892. 


QUESTIONS. 


INTERNATIONAL  SANITARY  CON- 
FERENCE AT  VENICE. 

Db.  FABQUHABSON  (Aberdeen- 
shire, W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
whether  the  draft  of  the  Protocol  sub- 
mitted on  behalf  of  England  to  the  In- 
ternational Sanitary  Conference  at 
Venice,  which  had  to  be  with- 
drawn in  favour  of  propositions  sub- 
mitted by  the  French  delegates,  was 
drawn  with  the  assent  and  aid  of  the 
Medical  Department  of  the  Local 
Government  Board,  or  of  any  other 
competent  official  medical  advisers  of 
the  Government ;  and,  if  not,  whether 
the  Foreign  Office  will  in  the  future 
provide  itself  with  responsible  medical 
advice  before  proceeding  to  draft  and 
issue  diplomatic  proposals  on  questions 
of  hygiene,. 4epending  for  their  accept- 
ance upon  the  accuracy  and  value  of 
the  information  on  which  they  are 
founded? 

Tm  UNDBB  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  fob  FOREIGN  AFFAIBS 
Mr.  J.  W.  Lowther,  Cumberland, 
Penrith)  :  The  Protocol  referred  to  did 
not  contain  any  new  medical  regula- 
tions or  proposals  on  questions  of 
hygiene,  and  it  was  not,  therefore, 
necessary  to  consult  the  Medical  Ad- 
visers of  the  Local  Government  Board 


thereon.  The  Protocol  was  not  with- 
drawn, as  stated  in  the  hon.  Member's 
Question.  The  proposals  submitted  by 
the  French  delegates  were  submitted 
as  amendments  to  the  Protocol.  All 
the  Departments  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government  interested  were  consulted 
in  the  preparation  of  the  instructions 
given  to  the  British  delegates. 

FI8H  LANDED  AT  BRIXHAM. 

Mr.  MALLOCK  pevon,  Torquay) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  from  what  source  the 
Board  of  Trade  obtains  the  statistics  re- 
lating to  fish  landed  at  Brixham,  given 
in  the  Beturn  "  Sea  Fisheries  (U.  K.)," 
Paper  1891  (128),  page  20,  and  how 
these  statistics  are   verified;    if  he  is 

aware  that  all  fish  landed  at  Brixham 
(except  an  insignificant  amount)  is  sold 
there,  and  a  toll  thereon  paid  to  the 
Harbour  Commissioners ;  and  that  the 
Harbour  Commissioners  accounts  show 
that  the  value  of  the  fish  landed  at 
Brixham  in  1890  amounted  to  £51,553, 
whereas  the  above  mentioned  Beturn 
puts  the  value  at  £87,007;  and  if  he 
can  account  for  this  discrepancy  ? 

The  PBESIDENT  of  the  BOABD 
of  TBADB  (Sir  Michael  Hicks 
Beach,  Bristol,  W) :  I  will  cause 
strict  inquiry  to  be  made  at  Brixham 
into  the  cause  of  the  difference  be- 
tween the  value  of  fish  landed  at 
that  place  as  returned  to  the  Board  of 

Trade  and  to  the  Harbour  Commis- 
sioners. The  total  of  each  of  these 
Returns  is  correctly  stated  by  the  hon. 
Member.  The  Board  of  Trade  statistics 
are  collected  by  a  person  specially  em- 
ployed for  the  purpose,  who  is  himself 
a  member  of  the  Harbour  Board. 
Those  of  the  Commissioners  are  stated 
to  be  the  total  of  the  Returns  made  to 
them  by  the  licensed  salesmen  for  the 
purpose  of  fixing  the  amount  of  tolls 
payable  by  them  to  the  Commissioners. 
The  question,  of  course,  is  whether  there 
is  any  considerable  quantity  of  fish 
which,  although  landed  at  Brixham, 
does  not  come  into  the  market  there, 
and  so  far  my  information  as  to 
this  point  is  at  variance  with  the  state- 
ment in  the  second  paragraph  of  the 
Question. 
2  F  2 
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IRISH  CATTLE  TRUCKS 
Me.  MAHONY  (Meath,  N.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  whether  the  Board  of  Trade  haa 
decided  to  recommend  the  adoption  of 
the  same  rates  for  cattle  trucks  in 
Ireland  and  England  ;  and,  if  bo, 
whether  his  attention  has  been  called 
to  the  fact  that  cattle  trucks  in  Ireland 
are  smaller  and  capable  of  containing 
fewer  cattle  than  cattle  trucks  in  Eng- 
land, and  that  therefore  the  effect  of  a 
similar  rate  per  truck  for  the  two 
countries  would  be  to  impose  a  higher 
rate  for  the  transit  by  rail  of  cattle  in 
Ireland  than  is  at  present  in  operation  in 
this  country  ? 

Colonel  WABING  (Down,  N.),  had 
notice  of  the  following  Question  : — To 
ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  whether,    as  the  difference  of 

fauge  between  the  Irish  and  the 
Inglish  railways  necessitates  a  corre- 
sponding difference  in  the  construction 
of  their  cattle  tracks,  resulting  in  the 
Irish  trucks  being  incapable  of  carrying 
with  safety  the  same  number  of  cattle 
as  the  English,  he  will  consider  the 
advisability  of  fixing  the  rates  propor- 
tionally ? 

8m  MICHAEL  HICKS  BEACH : 
I  will  answer  the  Question  of  my  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Down  County 
at  the  same  time  as  this.  I  do  not 
consider  that  it  was  proved  at  the 
recent  inquiries  as  regards  Railway 
Bates  in  Ireland  that  Irish  cattle  trucks 
generally  are  smaller  than  English 
cattle  trucks.  On  the  contrary,  the 
greater  breadth  of  gauge  in  Ireland  has 
a  tendency  in  the  other  direction  ;  but 
the  maximum  rates  for  the  conveyance 
of  live  stock  in  Ireland  must  be  fixed 
by  considerations  too  numerous  to  refer 
to  in  an  answer  to  a  Question,  and  of 
.  these  the  size  of  the  trucks  is  only  one. 
Of  course,  it  would  be  my  desire  that, 
under  similar  circumstances, the  charges 
should  be  no  higher  in  Ireland  than  in 
England. 


Colonel  HUGHES  (Woolwich) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  if  he  can  state  the  number  of 
labourers  employed  in  the  Army 
Branch  of  the  Ordnance  Store  Depart- 


ment of  the  Royal  Arsenal,  Woolwicb ; 
and  how  many  of  those  earn  17b.  t 
week,  and  how  many  18s.  and  19s. 
respectively  ? 

The  SECBETABY  op  STATE  p-OB 
WAB  (Mr.  E.  Stanhope,  Lincolnshire, 
Horncastle)  :  The  labourers  employed 
are  665.  Of  these,  175  are  paid  17s.  ■ 
week,  372  at  18s.,  159  at  19s.,  and  the 
remainder  are  paid  at  a  higher  rate-  : 
The  men  receiving  the  lowest  rate  of  i 
pay  receive  an  increase  at  the  end  of  13. 
months. 

DR.  THOMAS  GALLAGHER 
Me.  FLAVIN  (Cork) :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department  whether  Dr.  Thomas- 
Gallagher,  undergoing  a  sentence  of 
penal  servitude  for  life  in  Chatham 
Prison,  has  become  insane? 

The  SECRETARY  or  STATE  fob 
the  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr. 
Matthews,  Birmingham,  E.) :  The 
medical  officer  of  Chatham  Prison 
reports  that  the  convict  Gallagher  U  in 
good  bodily  health,  and  exhibits  no 
indications  of  mental  unsoundness,  but. 
appears  quite  rational. 

Me.  T.  D.  SULLIVAN  (Dublin, 
College  Green) :  May  I  ask  the  right 


Mb.  MATTHEWS:  The  information 
is  quite  recent ;  it  was  supplied  in  con- 
sequence of  the  Notice  of  this  Question 
appearing  on  the  Paper. 

Mb.  SEXTON  (Belfast,  W.) :  The 
last  visit  the  prisoner  received  was 
from  a  lady  from  America  in  1890,  and 
sinoe  that  year  no  letter  has  been  re- 
ceived from  the  prisoner  by  his  friends 
or  relatives.  In  reply  to  inquiry 
made  in  1890  the  Governor  of  the 
prison  said  Gallagher  would  write  Boon. 
He  has  not  written  since,  and  I  now 
ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  seeing 
that  there  is  a  very  general  impression 
amongst  his  friends  in  America  that  the 
convict  has  become  insane,  will  he 
allow  an  independent  inquiry  to  be 
made  by  a  medical  officer  nominated 
for  the  purpose  ? 

Mb.  MATTHEWS :  I  must  ask  the 
hon.  Member  to  give  me  notice  of  this 
Question.  At  present  I  see  no  ground 
for  distrusting  the  Report  of  the  medical 
officer  of  the  prison. 
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THE    CASE    OF    JAMES    WALL. 

Sib  EDWABD  EEED  (Cardiff) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Home  Department  whether  his 
attention  has  been  called  to  the  case  of 
James  Wall,  sentenced  at  Cardiff  Police 
Court  to  one  month's  imprisonment 
with  hard  labour  on  the  6th  inst.,  for 
non-maintenance  of  his  wife  and  child ; 
whether  he  is  aware  that  the  wife 
deserted  her  home  and  husband ;  and 
whether  he  will  inquire  into  all  the 
circumstances  of  the  case  with  a  view 
to  the  remission  of  the  sentence  ? 

Mb.  MATTHEWS  :  I  have  received 
a  report  from  the  Magistrate's  clerk, 
and  also  a  Petition  with  reference  to 
this  case.  The  facts  alleged  in  the 
Petition  differ  essentially  from  the 
acoount  given  by  the  Magistrate's 
clerk,  from  which  I  gather  that  the 
prisoner  constantly  and  grossly  ill- 
treated  his  wife  ;  and  that,  in  conse- 
quence of  his  conduct,  she  went  in  fear 
of  her  life,  and  ultimately  left  him  and 
went  to  live  with  her  mother  until  after 
her  confinement  in  September  last,  and 
maintained  herself  so  long  as  she  was 
able  to  work.  The  prisoner  sold  off  his 
furniture  and  left  his  home  in  Cardiff 
in  April  last,  making  no  provision  for 
his  wife,  although,  as  I  am  informed,  he 
had  means  to  do  so,  leaving  her  ignor- 
ant of  his  place  of  abode.  When  he 
was  brought  before  the  Court  on  the 
i  charge  of  neglecting  to  maintain  his 
•'wife,  it  appears  that  he  offered  to  live 
with .  her,  but  as  he  had  no  house  or 
home  to  which  to  take  hear,  the  Magis- 
trates did  not  believe  his  offer  was 
bond  /We,  and  they  sentenced  him  to  a 
month's  imprisonment  with  hard 
labour.  The  conviction  was  under  the 
Vagrant  Act,  under  Section  14  of  which 
it  was  open  to  the  prisoner  to  appeal. 
Upon  this  state  of  the  facts,  I  am  not 
prepared  to  advise  any  interference  with 
the  sentence. 

RAILWAY    TRAVELLERS     AND     THE 
NAMES    OF    STATIONS. 

Mb.  T  D.  SULLIVAN  (Dublin, 
•College  Green) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Board  of  Trade  whether  in 
'WW  of  the  difficulty  experienced  by 
railway  travellers,  especially  at  night, 
in  ascertaining  the  names  of  the  stations 
along  their  routes,  he  would  endeavour 


to  induce  the  Railway  Companies  to 
make  provision  for  displaying  in  each 
carriage  during  the  journey  the  name 
of  the  station  at  which  the  train  will 
make  its  next  stop  ? 
♦Sib  MICHAEL  HICKS-BEACH: 
I  have  no  power  to  call  upon 
the  Railway  Companies  to  make 
any  such  arrangements  as  the  hon. 
Member  suggests ;  nor  have  any 
mechanical  means  been  brought  under 
my  notice  by  which  the  result  could  be 
effected. 

MR.  CHARLES  P.  STEWART,  J.P.,  OP 
HORN  HEAD. 

Mr.  MAC  NEILL  (Donegal,  S.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether 
the  attention  of  the  Lord  Chancellor  of 
Ireland  has  been  directed  to  the  fact 
that,  early  in  this  month,  Mr.  Charles 
F.  Stewart,  J. P.,  of  Horn  Head,  was 
summoned  by  the  Earl  of  Leitrim  to  a 
Court  of  Petty  Sessions,  held  at  Dunfa- 
naghy,  County  Donegal,  before  Colonel 
Bowlley,  R.M.,  and  Mr.  Charles  A.  Ram- 
say, J. P.,  for  illegally  altering  the  posi- 
tion of  a  licensed  leap  net  off  the  Horn 
Head  coast ;  whether  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor's attention  has  been  further 
called  to  the  fact  that  after  witnesses, 
including  the  Earl  of  Leitrim,  had  been 
brought  to  Dunfanaghy  on  three  several 
occasions,  and  after  it  had  been  proved 
that,  out  of  3,482  fish,  the  total  num- 
ber caught  for  last  season,  829  were 
taken  in  the  illegal  leap  net  between 
10th  June  and  29th  August,  Mr. 
Stewart,  on  the  advice  of  Mr.  Mackey, 
the  Crown  Solicitor,  who  defended 
him,  pleaded  guilty  to  the  charge, 
whereupon  the  Magistrates  decided 
that  the  case  was  one  for  a  substantial 
penalty,  and  fined  Mr.  Stewart  £10, 
and  £1  for  the  37  days  on  which  it  was 
proved  that  he  fished  illegally;  and 
whether  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Lord 
Chancellor,  having  regard  to  these  cir- 
cumstances, to  retain  Mr.  Stewart  in  the 
Commission  of  the  Peace  ? 
♦The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Jackson,  Leeds,  N^  : 
I  understand  it  is  the  case  that  Mr. 
Charles  F.  Stewart  was  summoned  to 
a  Court  of  Petty  Sessions  as  mentioned 
in  tbe  Question.  I  understand  Mr. 
Stewart  admitted  that  he  had  made  the 
alteration  in  the  position  of  the  net,  and 
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explained  that  he  did  so  in  ignorance 
of  the  law  on  the  subject.  I  am  not 
informed  as  to  the  intention  of  the  Lord 
Chancellor. 

Mr.  MAC  NBILL :  Is  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  aware  that  Mr.  Stewart's 
solicitor  asked  that,  under  the  circum- 
stances, a  nominal  fine  should  be  im- 
posed; whether  the  Magistrate  said 
that  a  nominal  fine  would  not  meet  the 
case,  and  a  penalty  of  £50  was  imposed. 
Now,  is  Mr.  Stewart  to  be  retained  in 
the  Commission  of  the  Peace  or  not  ? 

Mr.  JACKSON  :  I  cannot  add  to 
my  answer.  I  am  not  aware  of  the 
details  to  which  the  hon.  Member 
refers 

Mr'.  A.  O'CONNOR  (Donegal,  B.) : 
Will  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  inquire 
if,  at  the  trial,  Mr.  Stewart  was  not 
required,  under  writ  of  subpoena  duces 
tecum,  to  produce  certain  documents, 
which,  being  obtained,  were  then  with- 
held and  not  produced  in  Court  ? 

Mr.  JACKSON:  If  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man will  give  notice  of  that  Question,  I 
will  endeavour  to  answer  it. 

KILLYBEGS  HARBOUR. 

Mr.  MAC  NEILL  (Donegal,  S.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he 
is  aware  that,  during  the  tour  of  the 
present  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  in 
Donegal,  applications  were  made  to  him 
to  promote  the  construction  of  a  pier 
or  quay  at  Killybegs,  and  that  Mr. 
James  Walker  urged  on  the  First  Lord 
the  necessity  of  having  a  Carntullagh 
boat-slip  on  the  east  side  of  Killybegs 
Harbour  repaired  before  it  became 
absolutely  useless  ;  whether  he  is 
aware  that,  although  in  reply  to  Mr. 
Warren's  repeated  applications  he  re- 
ceived a  letter  from  the  Under  Secretary 
stating  that  the  case  was  "one  that 
would  be  submitted  for  the  consider- 
ation of  the  new  Congested  Districts 
Board"  nothing  whatever  has  been 
done  for  the  locality ;  and,  whether  he 
can  now  announce  that  any  steps  will 
be  taken  by  the  Congested  Districts 
Board  in  the  direction  indicated  ? 

♦Mr.  JACKSON:  The  question  of 
proceeding  with  a  pier  at  Killybegs  has 
been  considered  several  times.  I  do 
not  know  what  decision  the  Board  may 
come  to  ultimately,  but  probably  it  will 
be  wise  to  wait  until  the  completion  of 

Mr.  Jackson 


the  railway  and  see  what  necessity 
arises  for  the  construction.  The  repair 
of  the  boat-slip  is,  I  believe,  under 
consideration. 

THE  FALKLAND  I8LANDS. 

Mr.  MAC  NEILL  (Donegal,  S.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Colonies  whether  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  has 
received  several  Petitions  and  Memo- 
rials from  the  inhabitants  of  the  Falk- 
land Islands,  urging  that,  as  the  leases- 
of  Crown  lands  for  grazing  purposes 
are  now  falling  in,  provision  should 
be  made  that  no  individual  or  company 
should  hold  land  exceeding  a  certain 
definite  limit ;  whether  he  can  inform 
the  House  of  the  circumstances  under 
which  an  Ordinance  was  passed  by  the 
Legislative  Council  on  the  29th  Sep- 
tember, 1890,  authorising  the  sale  of 
certain  lands ;  what  was  the  consti- 
tution of  the  Council  on  that  occasion ; 
and,  whether,  having  regard  to  the 
fact  that  the  present  Governor,  Sir  B. 
Goldsworthy,  possesses  the  confidence 
of  the  colonists,  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies  will  grant  the  inquiry 
which  has  heen  so  frequently  demanded 
into  the  administration  of  the  affairs  of 
the  Falkland  Islands  ? 

The  UNDER  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  for  the  COLONIES  (Baron  H. 
de  Worms,  Liverpool,  East  Toxteth)  : 
The  Secretary  of  State  has  received 
one  Petition,  but  not  several  Petitions* 
from  certain  inhabitants  of  Stanley  in 
the  Falkland  Islands,  alleging  that  the 
holders  of  leases  of  Crown  lands  for 
grazing  purposes  are  occupying  more 
land  than  is  comprised  in  their  leases,, 
some  of  which  are  falling  in,  but  are 
subject  to  rights  of  renewal;  and 
praying  that  such  surplus  land  may  be 
secured  for  the  benefit  of  colonists 
other  than  the  existing  lessees.  The 
object  of  the  Ordinance  referred  to  in 
the  second  paragraph  of  the  Question 
which  was  passed  on  the  29th  December, 
1890,  was  to  enable  the  Government- 
to  sell  to  the  Falkland  Islands  Com* 
pany,  certain  lands  of  which  they 
were  lessees,  at  the  rate  of  3s.  per 
acre  instead  of  4s.  per  acre,  the 
rate  fixed  by  a  previous  ordinance 
as  the  selling  price  of  country  lands. 
The  Council  consisted  of  the  Governor, . 
the  Colonial   Secretary,  the  Colonial 
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Surgeon,  and  two  unofficial  members, 
Messrs.  Cobb  and  Felton.  The  state- 
ment of  the  hon.  Member  in  the  con- 
cluding portion  of  his  question  that  the 
Governor  possesses  the  confidence  of 
the  colonists,  disposes  of  his  suggestion 
that  an  inquiry  into  the  administration 
of  the  oolony  is  necessary. 

Mb.  MAC  NEILL  •   The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  will  allow  me  to  explain 
that  I  did  not  refer  to  the  administra- 
tion  as    conducted    by    the    present 
Governor,      but     under      the      late 
Governor.    May    I     ask     the     right 
hon.  Gentleman  to  say  how  many  of 
the  members  of  this  Executive  Council 
who  sold  at  under  value  these  Crown 
lands  to  the  Falkland  Islands  Company 
are  shareholders  in  that  Company  ? 

Babon  H.  de  WORMS  :  The  hon. 
Member  must  give  me  notice  of  that 
question. 

THE  ROYAL  CHAPELS,  WESTMINSTER 

ABBEY. 

Mb.W.  REDMOND(Fermanagh,  N.): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Commissioner 
of  Works  why  the  Royal  chapels  at 
Westminster  Abbey  were  closed  on 
Monday,  8th  February,  although  Mon- 
days are  free  days  of  the  Abbey  ? 

Ike  FIRST  COMMISSIONER  op 
WORKS  (Mr.  Plunket,  Dublin  Uni- 
versity) :  I  am  sorry  I  cannot  give  the 
hon.  Member  the  information  he 
desires,  and  I  understand  the  right  of 
regulating  the  admission  of  the  public 
to  Westminster  Abbey  rests  with  the 
Dean  and  Chapter.  I  have  no  official 
authority  in  the  matter  whatever. 

CONTRACTS  FOR  ARMY  SOCKS. 

Mb.  LOGAN  (Leicester,  Har- 
borough)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  if  he  is  aware  that 
contracts  for  Army  socks  are  being  de- 
scribed by  the  men  employed  in  making 
the  articles  as  "  a  curse  to  the  trade ; " 
thai  an  average  workman  engaged  on 
thai  olass  of  goods  at  a  handframe 
earns  lees  than  12s.  per  week  of 
70  hoars ;  and  if  he  will  inform  the 
House  what  were  the  comparative 
prioes  for  Army  socks  in  1885,  and  in 
1891,  and  1892  ? 

Mb.  B.  STANHOPE:  My  attention 
has  been  called  to  a  statement  of  this 
kind  made  before  the  Labour  Commis- 
son.    How  far,  if  true,  it  is  due  to 


improved  machinery  or  to  preventable 
causes  is  a  matter  upon  which  I  hope 
light  will  be  thrown  by  the  Report  of 
the  Commits  n.  It  is  not  usual  to 
publish  contract  prices  of  this  sort,  but 
I  have  no  objection  to  state  that  since 
1885  there  has  been  a  fall  of  nearly 
17  per  cent. 

THE    CLOOAN     GOLD     BONE. 

Mb.  T.  ELLIS  (Merionethshire): 
I  beg  to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  whether  he  can  state  how 
many  tons  of  gold  ore  have  been 
treated  at  the  Clogan  Gold  Mine,  near 
Dolgelly,  from  1st  November  1891  up 
to  the  present  time  ;  what  has  been  the 
average  value  of  such  ore  per  ton ;  and 
what  royalty  is  claimed  by  the  Crown 
on  the  product  of  this  mine.  Whether 
he  is  aware  that  the  royalty  exacted 
compels  the  lessees  of  the  mine  to 
discard  and  waste  large  quantities  of 
low  grade  ore,  and  prevents  them  from 
erecting  machinery  and  employing 
labour  to  treat  such  ore;  whether 
under  the  existing  terms  imposed  upon 
this  mine  by  the  Commissioners  of 
Woods  and  Forests,  for  £100  worth  of 
gold,  won  at  a  cost  of  £80,  the  Crown 
takes  £15  as  royalty,  thus  leaving  £5  to 
the  adventurers  for  the  risk  of  mining ; 
and  whether  the  Government  purpose 
taking  any  steps  to  re-adjust  Crown 
royalties,  with  a  view  to  the  fuller  de- 
velopment of  the  mines  of  the  Crown 
and  the  increased  employment  of  labour  ? 
I  mid  I  have  made  an  error  in  the 
terms  of  the  notice  in  describing  the 
royalty  as  £15. 

The  CHANCELLOR  op  the  EX- 
CHEQUER (Mr.GoscHEN,  St.  George's, 
Hanover  Square]  :  I  thought  the  hon. 
Member  had  fallen  into  the  error  of 
confusing  the  l-15th  royalty  with  15 
per  cent.  According  to  the  returns 
furnished  from  the  Clogan  Mine,  30  tons 
12  cwt.  161b.  of  vein  stuff  were  treated 
for  the  extraction  of  the  precious  metals 
between  October  24th  and  the  4th  inst., 
and  produced  1,023  oz.  3dwts.  12  gr. 
of  bullion,  giving  an  average  yield  of 
33*43  oz.  of  bullion  per  ton  of  vein  stuff 
treated  during  the  period.  The  royalty 
on  this  product  is  at  the  rate  of  l-15th 
of  the  value.  There  is  no  evidence  that 
the  royalty  exacted  compels  the  lessees 
of  the  mine  to  discard  and  waste  large 
quantities  of  low-grade  ore,  and  pre- 
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vents  them  from  erecting  machinery 
and  employing  labour  to  treat  such  ore. 
No  complaint  about  the  royalty  has 
been  received  from  the  lessees,  and  the 
present  manager  has  stated  that  he  sees 
nothing,  as  to  royalty  or  anything  else, 
to  complain  of.  Notwithstanding  this, 
the  royalty  has  recently  been  reduced 
to  one-half  (namely,  l-30th)  on  low-grade 
ores,  with  a  view  to  encourage  the 
treatment  of  such  ores ;  and  there  is  no 
reason  to  doubt  that  the  low-grade  ores 
at  Clogan  will  be  treated  as  soon  as  the 
rich  ore  falls  off  in  quantity,  as  in  the 
case  at  the  Morgan  mine.  There  is  no 
reason  whatever  for  supposing  that 
every  £100  worth  of  gold  at  Clogan  is 
won  at  a  cost  of  £80  ;  and  it  is  certainly 
not  the  fact  that  the  Crown  takes  £15 
as  royalty.  The  Crown  royalty  on  £100 
worth  of  rich  ore  at  Clogan  amounts  to 
£6.  13s.  4d.,  and  on  low-grade  ore  to 
£3  6s.  8d.  The  fact  that  the  royalties 
at  Clogan  mine  have  been  re-adjusted 
in  the  manner  stated  shows  that  the 
Government  are  anxious  to  encourage 
the  development  of  this  industry.  Re- 
adjustments have  been  offered  in  other 
cases,  and  in  some  they  have  been 
accepted. 

Mb.  PRITCHARD  MORGAN 
(Merthyr  Tydvil) :  May  I  ask  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  having  regard  to  the 

fact  that  it  is  desirable  to  increase  the 
metallic  reserves  of  the  country  would 
he  not  allow  £100  of  gold  to  be  pro- 
duced at  a  cost  of  £90  without  taking 
two-thirds  of  the  profit  ? 

Mr.  GOSCHEN  :  The  hon.  Member 
must  give  me  notice  of  a  further  ques- 
tion. 

THE  DISMISSAL   OP   G.  L.  JEFFRIES 
FROM    ENFIELD   FACTORY. 

Mr.  CUNINGHAMB  GRAHAM 
(Lanark,  N.W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  if  he  will 
inquire  into  the  reasons  why  George 
L.  Jeffries,  employed  at  the  Royal 
Small  Arms  Factory  at  Enfield,  as 
writer,  was  dismissed  at  a  moment's 
notice,  and  without  a  week's  wages  in 
lieu  of  notice,  for  writing  to  Mr.  John 
Black,  Civil  servant,  a  letter  complain- 
ing of  favouritism,  and  petitioning  for 
a  rise  of  wages,  which  letter  Mr.  Black 
is  said  to  have  qualified  as  offensive; 
and   whether   it  is  usual  to  prevent 

Mr.  Goschen 


a  man,  discharged  from  one  depart- 
ment, procuring  a  situation  in  all 
others  ? 

Mr.  E.  STANHOPE  :  Yes ;  I  will 
inquire  into  this  case.  I  have  not  yet 
had  time  to  do  so. 

THE   CASE    OF   MR.   JOB80N. 

Mr.  CUNINGHAME  GRAHAM: 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  if  he  can  now  give  an  answer  as  to 
the  case  of  Mr.  Jobson  ? 

Mr.  E.  STANHOPE:  I  have  no- 
thing to  add  to  a  reply  I  made  to  the 
hon.  Member  for  Camborne  (Mr. 
Conybeare)  on  the  12th  of  August  last. 

Mr.  CUNINGHAME  GRAHAM: 
I  think  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
then  said  he  would  consider  the 
question  ? 

Mr.  E.  STANHOPE :  Yes ;  and  I 
am  afraid  I  can  only  say  that,  having 
considered  it,  I  have  nothing  to  add  to 
what  I  then  said. 

CANADA  AND   THE   UNITED   8TATE& 

Mr.  JENNINGS  (Stockport) :  I  beg 

to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 

Foreign    Affairs    if    the    Government 

have    received    any  information  of  a 

conference  recently  held  at  Washing- 
ton, between  Canadian  and  United 
States  Commissioners,  for  the  "  arrange- 
ment of  the  basis  of  a  reciprocity  trade 
agreement  between  Canada  and  the 
United  States  "  ;  if  it  be  true  that  the 
basis  of  such  an  agreement  has  been 
settled ;  and  if  Sir  Julian  Pauncefote 
gave  to  Mr.  Blaine  the  assurance 
ascribed  to  him  in  the  despatches  to 
the  Times  of  the  15th  instant,  to  the 
effect  that  "  Lord  Salisbury  would  con- 
sider favourably  any  request  within  the 
bounds  of  reason  which  the  Commis- 
sioners might  make  ?  " 

Mr.  J.  W.  LOWTHER :  Informal 
communications  have  recently  taken 
place  at  Washington  between  delegates 
from  Canada  and  Mr.  Blaine,  Secre- 
tary of  State  of  the  United  States, 
regarding  the  trade  relations  of  the 
two  countries.  It  was  previously 
stipulated  by  Mr.  Blaine  that  the 
meeting  should  be  altogether  informal. 
The  Canadian  delegates  have  now 
returned  to  Ottawa.  As  regards  the 
last  two  questions,  we  have  not  yet 
received    a   Report    from    Sir  Julian 
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Ptamoefote,  but  I  may  say  that  we 
have  no  reason  to  suppose  that  any 
saeh  assurance  as  that  referred  to  has 
been  given. 

THE  CORK  BANKRUPTCY  COURT. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY   (Cork) :   I  beg 
to  ask  the  Attorney  General  for  Ire- 
hod  whether  the  attention  of  the  Lord 
Chancellor  of  Ireland  has  been  called 
to  the  repeated  representations  of  the 
commercial  public  of  Cork  as  to  the 
necessity  for  extending  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  Cork  Local  Bankruptcy  Court, 
so  as  to  include  within  its  powers  the 
adjoining  counties  with  which  the  City 
of  Cork  is  in  close  commercial  rela- 
tions; and  whether,  in  view  of  the 
satisfactory    and    efficient  manner  in 
which  the  Court  has  worked  up  to 
the  present,  and  having  regard  to  the 
great  economy  effected  by  it,  as  well 
m  the  interest  of  creditors  in  dealing 
with  insolvent  estates  as  in  the  general 
administration     of    the    Irish    Bank- 
ruptcy Law,  he  will  now  recommend 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  to  exercise  his 
powers  of  enlarging  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  Court? 

Thb  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  fob 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Madden,  Dublin  Uni- 
versity) :  I  am  informed  that  represen- 
tations have  been  submitted  to  the 
Lord  Chancellor  as  to  the  extension  of 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  Cork  Local 
Bankruptcy  Court.  He  is  giving  the 
matter  careful  attention  before 
offering  the  Lord  Lieutenant  advice  on 
the  subject. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  I  may  remind 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that  repre- 
sentations have  been  made  during 
semi  years.  Could  he  not  fix  some 
definite  term  within  which  the  Lord 
Chancellor  might  decide  whether  there 
should  be  an  extension  or  not  ? 

Mb.  MADDEN  :  I  am  only  able  to 
gta  the  hon.  Member  the  answer  sup- 
plied to  me,  that  the  Lord  Chancellor 
»gning  consideration  to  the  matter. 

CORK  MAILS. 
Ml.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Cork) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Postmaster  General  whether 
his  attention  has  been  called  to  the 
complaints  of  the  commercial  public  of 
Con  as  to  the  shortness  of  the  interval 
allowed  for  answering  letters  between 
13.16  or  1  p.m.  when  the  English  mail 


arriving  in  the  City  at  11.45  is  deli- 
vered, and  1.40  p.m.,  the  post  hour  for 
the  mail  leaving  by  the  2.10  p.m. 
train  ;  whether  the  English  mail  has 
recently  been  accelerated  so  as  to 
reach  Belfast  at  9.30  a.m.  and  London- 
derry correspondingly  early , and  whether 
it  is  proposed  to  confer  similar  advan- 
tages on  Cork ;  whether  the  Great 
Southern  and  Western  Railway  have 
offered  to  make  arrangements  by  which 
the  morning  mail  would  reach  Cork 
about  11  a.m.,  and  the  afternoon  post 
would  not  leave  Cork  till  3  p.m. ;  and, 
whether  it  is  intended  to  carry  out 
some  arrangement  of  this  kind  ? 

*Thb  POSTMASTER  GENERAL 
(Sir  James  Fergus  son,  Manchester, 
N.E.) :  Attention  has  been  called  to 
this  matter  the  details  of  which  are 
described  with  substantial  accuracy  in 
the  question,  and  the  scheme  referred 
to  is  now  receiving  careful  considera- 
tion. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY :  Can  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  say  when  he  will  be  in 
a  position  to  announce  his  decision  as 
to  the  proposed  arrangements  ? 
*Sib  JAMES  FERGUSSON  :  It  is  a 
matter  that  concerns  more  than  one 
Department,  therefore  I  am  unable  to 
say  when  the  matter  will  be  settled. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY :  I  shall  repeat 
the  question. 

IRISH  CIVIL  BILL  OFFICERS. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Cork) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Attorney  General  whether,  in 
the  measure  which  he  proposes  to  intro- 
duce for  the  improvement  of  the  Irish 
County  Court  system,  he  will  make 
some  provision  to  improve  the  position 
of  the  Irish  Civil  Bill  officers  by 
increasing  the  very  small  salary  they 
are  now  entitled  to  ? 

Mr.  MADDEN :  This  matter  is 
rather  different  from  the  suggestion 
brought  before  me,  and  with  regard  to 
which  my  former  statement  was  made. 
I  cannot  give  any  undertaking  or  say 
more  than  that  I  will  bring  it  under 
the  attention  of  the  Government. 

IRI8H  RESIDENT  MAGISTRATES. 

Mr.  CAREW  (Kildare,  N.) :  I  bee 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether,  on  the 
31st  December,  1891,  five  vacancies 
occurred  in  the  staff  of  Resident  Magis- 
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trates  in  Ireland  by  reason  of  the  opera- 
tion of  the  Civil  Service  rule  requiring 
public  officials  to  retire  on  their  attain- 
ing 65  years  of  age ;  how  many  of  such 
vacancies  have  been  filled  up  by  the 
appointment  of  District  Inspectors  of 
the  Royal  Irish  Constabulary,  or  mem- 
bers of  the  Irish  Bar  ;  how  many  had 
any  legal  training,  and  how  many  were 
Roman  Catholics  ? 

*Mb.  JACKSON:  Four  vacancies 
have,  up  to  the  present,  actually  taken 
place  among  the  Besident  Magistrates 
in  Ireland  by  the  operation  of  the  age 
rule.  Two  of  these  vacancies  have  been 
filled  by  the  appointment  of  two  Dis- 
trict Inspectors  of  the  Royal  Irish  Con- 
stabulary, a  third  by  a  member  of  the 
Irish  Bar,  and  the  fourth  by  a  gentle- 
man who  had  already  experience  as  a 
Justice  of  the  Peace.  The  last-named 
is  a  Roman  Catholic. 

BOILERS  IN  HER  MAJESTY'S  SHIPS. 
Mb.  GOURLEY  (Sunderland):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  whether  he  can  state  the 
cause  of  the  failure  of  the  boilers  of 
Her  Majesty's  ships  Thunderer,  Vulcan, 
Blake,  Blenheim,  and  other  vessels; 
whether  it  is  due  to  the  adoption  of 
double-ended  boilers,  with  single  com- 
bustion chambers  and  cramped  arrange- 
ment of  the  boiler-tubes ;  whether  this 
type  of  boiler  has  proved  safe  and 
suitable  for  the  application  of  "forced 
draught";  is  the  same  system  being 
adopted  for  all  or  any  of  the 
vessels  now  building ;  if  so,  will  he 
say  how  many ;  also,  how  many 
are  afloat  fitted  with  this  type  of 
boiler ;  and  whether  the  boilers  of  the 
Thunderer  and  other  ships  are  to  be 
replaced  with  others ;  if  so,  will  he 
state  the  probable  cost  of  the  altera- 
tions ? 
*The  SECRETARY  to  the 
ADMIRALTY  (Mr.  Forwood, 
Lancashire,  Ormskirk) :  In  the 
unavoidable  absence  of  my  noble 
Friend,  perhaps  the  hon.  Member 
will  allow  me  to  answer.  T 
boilers  of  the  Thunderer,  the  Yule.  , 
the  Blake,  the  Blenheim,  and  ot 
ships  have  not  failed  in  t 
indicated     in     the     hon.  a         i 

Question ;  bnt  the  ant  ox  i 

designer,  that  they  wouia  in 
to  their  size  give  an  exi 
Mr.  Carew 


indicated  power  for  short  periodi 
under  forced  draught,  have  not  in  ill 
cases  been  realised.  The  trials  of  the 
Blenheim  are  not,  however,  yet  com- 
pleted. The  battleships  and  onusert 
oonstraoted  under  the  Naval  Defence 
Act  have  boilers  of  a  larger  propor- 
tionate size,  and  those  already  com- 
pleted have  passed  their  trials  with 
perfectly  satisfactory  results.  It  is 
not  possible  within  the  limits  of  » 
Parliamentary  answer  to  explain  or 
discuss  the  various  theories  or  con- 
siderations of  a  highly  technical 
character  in  connection  with  the  con- 
struction of  the  boilers  for  the  Navy, 
but  a  full  statement  on  the  subject  will 
be  made  in  the  Navy  Estimates.  I 
may  state,  further,  that  experiments 
and  investigations,  with  a  view  to  over- 
come the  difficulties,  are  still  being 
made,  and  until  these  are  complete  it 
is  not  possible  to  say  what  ships  will 
be  re-boilered,  and  the  cost  thereof. 

CIVIL  SERVANTS  OVER  BEXXY-nvsV 
Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Longford,  N.)i 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Chancellor  of  tfat 
Exchequer  would  he  give  a  Retort 
showing  the  number,  and  names,  ud 
positions  of  Civil  servants  over  tt 
retained  in  the  Service  ? 

Mb.  G03CHEN:  In  the  CiroaUr 
which  was  sent  to  the  different  Depart- 
ments by  the  Treasury  on  December 
12th,  1890,  together  with  copies  of  tiki 
Order  in  Council  of  August  15th,  IBM 
it  was  stated  that  it  was  the  intentioe 
of  the  Treasury  to  lay  yearly  betel 
Parliament  a  Return  of  officers  who* 
tenure  of  servioe  is  prolonged  ato 
they  have  reached  the  age  of  66,  to- 
gether with  the  reasons  upon  whisk 
the  Department  have  asked  for  tei 
obtained  such  prolongation. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY :  I  should  fib 
to  know  from  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man what  is  yearly?  la  it  this  year  9 
next  year  ?  We  want  to  call  attentioc 
to  the  invidious  way  in  which  the  ruk 
has  been  exercised— retiring  Sir  Thorax 
Brady,  an  old  and  useful  public  servant 
while  retaining  other  Civil  servant* 
aooording  to  some  system  of  favouritisa 

by  their y.        i 
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the  Order  in  Council  it  is  for 
dads  of  Departments  to  state 
Mr  they  consider  services  should 
ined  or  not.  The  Treasury  has  no 

even  if  there  were  the  desire,  to 
me  in  the  manner  suggested. 

T.  M.  HBALY  :  Will  the  right 
tentleman  state  when  we  shall 
Shis  information;  then  we  can 
>ur  comments? 

GOSGHEN :  The  information 
e  forthcoming  in  the  ordinary 

• 

T.  M.  HEALY  :  Can  the  right 
Gtantleman    give    us    any    idea 

GOSCHEN:  I  have  promised 
turn,  and  it  will  be  given  shortly, 
ot  say  more. 

RURAL  POSTMEN. 

SEALE-HAYNE  (Devon,  Ash- 
) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Postmaster 
u  if  he  will  take  into  con- 
don  the  case  of  rural  postmen, 
1  the  established  staff,  with  a 
f  giving  them  concessions  eaui- 
to  those  granted  to  the  Lonaon 
ries  in  July  last;  and  whether 
1  inform  the  House  why  some 
postmen,  who  attain  the  rate  of 
er  week,  are  established  and 
are  not? 

JAMES  FERGUSSON :  I  am 
that  I  cannot  encourage  an  ex- 
on  that  rural  postmen  will  be 
on  the  same  footing  as  the 
K>litan ;  but  there  are  now  in  the 
sment  sundry  applications  for 
pay  in  individual  cases,  in  regard 
oh  I  shall  shortly  decide.  I  am 
ed  that  the  only  cases  in  which 
postmen,  receiving  13s.  a  week, 
b  on  the  establishment,  are  those 
ah  they  are  debarred  from  it  on 
ore  of  age  or  of  some  other 
lification. 

AGRICULTURAL  RETURNS. 

CHANNING  (Northampton, 
beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the 
of  Agriculture  whether  the  Agri- 
i  Bttanis  collected  in  June  have 
famed  in  October,  and 
oollected  last  June 
itm  d  nearly  three 
time;  and 
the  fact  that 


Returns  delayed  for  several  months 
will  have  lost  much  of  their  value  as 
aids  to  agriculturists,  he  can  arrange  in 
future  for  the  issue  of  Returns  within 
two  months  after  collection  ? 

The  PRESIDENT  op  the  BOARD 
op  AGRICULTURE  (Mr.  Chaplin, 
Lincolnshire,  Sleaford) :  In  reply  to 
the  hon.  Member,  I  have  to  say  that  it 
was  arranged  that  the  Agricultural  Re- 
turns collected  in  June,  1891,  should  be 
issued  in  three  stages  instead  of  two 
as  heretofore.  A  preliminary  summary 
was  issued  as  usual  in  August,  and  in 
October  a  complete  abstract  was  pub- 
lished showing  the  acreage  under  each 
kind  of  crop,  and  the  number  of  ani- 
mals under  each  head  in  each  division 
of  the  United  Kingdom.  This  state- 
ment contains  the  chief  information 
which  agriculturists  and  others  require 
for  practical  purposes,  and  by  this 
means  I  have  been  able  to  place  the 
particulars  referred  to  in  their  hands 
at  a  much  earlier  date  than  for  many 
years  past.  I  am  afraid  that  it  would 
be  impossible  to  issue  the  complete 
Returns  within  two  months  after  col- 
lection as  suggested  by  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber, but  no  pains  will  be  spared  to 
accelerate  the  issue  of  the  summaries 
and  abstracts  referred  to,  as  well  as  of 
the  annual  volume. 

FOOT-AND-MOUTH    DI8EA8E. 

Mr.  CHANNING  (Northampton, 
E.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Agriculture  whether  he  has 
received  any  conclusive  information  as 
to  the  origin  of  the  outbreak  of  foot- 
and-mouth  disease  at  Cowsted  Farm, 
Isle  of  Sheppey;  and  whether  any 
other  sources  of  infection  than  the 
imported  cattle  in  the  metropolitan 
markets  have  now  been  discovered,  and 
are  being  dealt  with  ?  I  would  also  ask 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  if  he  can 
give  the  House  any  information  as  to 
a  reported  outbreak  of  the  disease  at 
Hayward's  Heath? 

Mr.  CHAPLIN:  I  have  no  evi- 
dence which  I  consider  to  be  conclusive 
as  to  the  origin  of  the  outbreak  in  the 
Isle  of  Sheppey.  It  is  known  that 
animals,  which  were  in  the  London 
market  immediately  before  the  out- 
break was  discovered,  were  sent  to 
Sittingbourne,  whence  frequent  com- 
munication takes  place  with  the  Isle  of 
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Sheppey.  But  whether  the  disease 
was  conveyed  to  the  island  by  animals 
or  human  beings  1  am  not  in  a  position 
to  say.  No  sources  of  infection  have 
been  discovered  other  than  the  out- 
break of  disease,  which  was  detected 
in  the  Metropolitan  Market  on  Thurs- 
day, February  4th.  And  I  have  not 
the  slightest  doubt  that  all  the  out- 
breaks which  have  since  occurred  in 
the  metropolitan  district  and  elsewhere 
must  be  traced  to  that  Market.  I 
regret  to  say  that  it  is  the  case  that  an 
outbreak  was  reported  to  us  last  night 
as  having  occurred  upon  a  farm  at 
Cuckfield,  near  H&yward's  Heath,  in 
Sussex.  Six  cattle  and  fifteen  sheep 
were  found  to  be  affected.  I  have 
ascertained  this  morning  that  the 
disease  was  introduced  by  some  20 
sheep  sent  to  Hayward's  Heath  from 
the  Metropolitan  Market  before  the 
disease  was  discovered  last  week. 
Every  precaution  has  been  taken,  and 
will  be  taken,  to  prevent  the  disease 
spreading  from  that  locality  ;  but  I  am 
afraid  we  must  still  expect  to  hear  of 
further  outbreaks  in  the  country  from 
the  same  cause — namely,  from  animals 
having  been  Bent  into  the  country  from 
the  Metropolitan  Market  before  we  be- 
came  aware  of  the  existence  of    the 


HUNTING  OF  "THE  ELEMENTARY 
EDUCATION  ACT,  189L" 
Mb.  A.  O'CONNOR  (Donegal,  E.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Vice  President  of  the 
Committee  of  Council  on  Education 
whether  it  is  a  fact  that,  in  the  first 
issue  by  the  Queen's  Printer  of  "  The 
Elementary  Education  Act,  1891,"  in 
Section  5  certain  words  were  printed 
which  in  subsequent  issues  were  left 
out;  whether  he  can  state  on  whose 
Authority  the  alteration  was  made  in 
■the  Queen's  Printer's  text  without  an 
Act  of  Parliament ;  and  whether  he 
can  state  fully  the  circumstances  of  the 
case? 

*Thb  VICE  PRESIDENT  op  the 
COUNCIL  (Sir  W.  Habt  Dykb,  Kent, 
Dartford) :  Certain  words,  which  were 
struck  out,  when  the  Lords'  Amend- 
ments were  under  consideration  in  this 
House,  appeared  in  the  first  issue  of 
the  Act  by  the  Queen's  Printer,  and 
the  action  of  the  Department  which  I 
Mr.  Chaplin 


represent  was  confined  to  calling 
attention  of  the  Principal  of  the  P 
Bill  Office  in  the  House  of  Lore 
the  mistake  that  had  been  inw 
tently  made. 

Mb.  A.  O'CONNOR.  When 
Lands  Clauses  Consolidation  Act 
passed  two  or  three  words  were 
obviously  inserted  by  mistake, 
they  were  corrected  by  a  subset 
Act.  I  should  like  to  know  by 
authority  the  words  in  this  case 
eliminated. 
*Sra  W.  HART  DYKE :  The  t 
referred  to  were  inserted  by  a  prir 
error.  The  words  were  in  a  CO 
the  Bill  sent  by  the  draftsman  to  I 
the  printer,  and  they  were  ins 
inadvertently.  A  proper  copy  of 
Act,  as  passed  by  both  Houses, 
specially  sent  to  the  Queen's  pri 
It  was  as  a  printer's  error  only, 
the  correction  was  made. 

Mb.  A.  O'CONNOR:  Mr.  Spa 
I  would  wish  to  ask  yon.  Sir,  in 
case  of  varying  and  doubtful  t 
or  an  official  issue  being  mad 
certain  words,  it  is  competent 
any  Department  to  direct  the  pri 
to  alter  the  text  without  the  antb 
of  an  Act  of  Parliament  ? 

Mb.  SPEAKER :  I  think  the  pt 
test  to  apply  would  be  whether  I 
were  any  error  either  here  or  in 
House  of  Lords.  There  has  bee 
error.  The  Clerk  in  this  House  am 
Clerk  in  the  House  of  Lords  mad 
proper  entry,  and  the  defect  i 
purely  from  an  error  of  the  drafts 
which  perhaps  he  had  been  led 
The  true  record  is  the  signed  oo 
the  Act,  which  is  perfectly  correct 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALT  (Longford, 
Is  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  ■ 
that  the  same  thing  happened  last 
in  the  case  of  the  Land  Purchase 
a  copy  having  been  issued  oonta 
words  that  were  not  inserted  e 
here  or  in  the  other  House? 

-Sib  W.  HART  DYKE:  I  wti 
aware  of  it. 

Dr.  CAMERON  (Glasgow,  Cnfl 
Will  steps  be  taken  to  destroy  alls 
printed  erroneously  7 
*Sre   W.  HART  DYKE:    Tna* 
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h    GUN    PRACTICE    OFF     PLY- 
MOUTH. 

.  MTLDMAY  (Devon,  Totnes) :  I 
>  ask  the  President  of  the  Board 
bde  whether  he  is  able  to  state 
bely  when  the  Court  of  Inquiry 

the  practice  of  firing  in  the 
bourhood  of  Plymouth  will  hold 
tings  in  Plymouth  for  the  purpose 
ing  the  evidence  of  the  fishermen, 
whether  the  composition  of  the 

is  finally  settled? 

MICHAEL  HICKS  BEACH:  I 
no  doubt  that  this  Committee  will 
sittings  at  Plymouth,  but  I  cannot 

any  definite  time  at  present, 
delay  has  occurred  in  this 
:y,  in  consequence  of  the  resig- 
l  of  Sir  Charles  Hall  of  the  Chair- 
bip  of  the  Committee  upon  his 
atment  as  Recorder  of  London. 
1  appoint  his  successor  with  as 
delay  as  possible. 

B    GLASGOW    P08T    OFFICE. 

GEORGE  TREVELYAN  (Glas- 
Bridgeton) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
laster  General  what  are  the 
i  of  internal  administration  on 
i  the  Glasgow  postal  authorities 
anceforward  communicate  through 
idinburgh  authority ;  whether  the 
ps  which  from  time  to  time  are 
in  the  delivery  of  letters,  in  the 
gement  of  district  post  offices,  in 
rork  and  pay  of  the  employSes  of 
tsses,  and  in  the  provision  of  local 
I  facilities,  will  be  made  on  the 
risibility  of  the  Glasgow  post- 
er acting  directly  under  the  Post- 
er General,  or  whether  arrange- 
i  in  these  matters  will  be 
itted  to  an  intermediate  authority 
Edinburgh;  and  whether  the 
laster  at  Glasgow  will  have 
endent  charge  of  financial  mat- 
in the  district  of  which  he  is 
yor? 

;  JAMES  FERGUSSON:  The 
al  effect  is  that  Reports  from 
pw  concerning  the  business  of 
)epartment  will  be  sent  to  Lon- 
through  the  Surveyor  General 
Scotland,  as  used  to  be  done 
to  the  appointment  of  the 
postmaster.  The  Postmaster 
ral  will  be  thus  informed  simul- 
usly  when  necessary,   as  is  the 


practice  in  like  cases  in  other  oitie9  or 
districts  in  Scotland,  instead  of  by  the 
correspondence  which  has  lately  been 
necessitated.  A  closer  supervision  will 
also  be  exercised  over  the  accounts  of 
the  office.  Changes,  such  as  those 
referred  to  in  the  second  paragraph, 
are  made,  not  on  the  responsibility  of 
the  postmaster  of  Glasgow,  or  of  the 
Surveyor  General  in  Edinburgh,  but  on 
that  of  the  Postmaster  General  alone. 
He  has  to  decide  what  changes  shall 
be  made,  either  in  the  postal  facilities 
of  Glasgow  or  in  the  work  and  pay  of 
the  Post  Office  servants,  seeing  that, 
they  largely  involve  expenditure. 
Financial  matters  have  never  been 
under  the  independent  charge  of  the 
postmaster  of  Glasgow,  and  it  is  not 
proposed  that  they  should  be  so. 

Sib  G.  TREVELYAN :  May  I  ask 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  whether,  in 
the  case  of  postal  facilities  being  re- 
quired in  Glasgow,  perhaps  a  matter  of 
small  nature,  the  postmaster  of  Glas- 
gow will  require  to  communicate  direct 
with  the  Surveyor  General  and  the* 
office  in  London  ? 

*Sra  JAMES  FERGUSSON:  He 
might  possibly  communicate  with  Lon- 
don, but  ordinarily  will  communicate 
with  the  Surveyor  General,  and,  as  I 
have  said,  there  is  considerable  con- 
venience in  that  course,  because  we 
shall  be  thus  informed  of  all  the  cir- 
cumstances it  is  necessary  for  us  to 
know.  Small  facilities  he  could  grant  • 
by  his  own  authority. 

FACTORY  INSPECTORS. 

Sir  HENRY  JAMES  (Bury,  Lanca- 
shire) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department  if  his 
attention  has  been  called  to  the  number 
of  weaving  sheds  requiring  inspection 
under  "The  Cotton  Cloth  Factories 
Act,  1889,"  and  if  he  could  state  how 
many  Inspectors  have  performed  the 
duty  of  inspection  under  that  Act ;  and, 
in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  provisions 
of  "The  Factories  and  Workshops 
Amendment  Act,  1891,"  especially  those 
contained  in  Section  24,  as  to  giving 
particulars  of  work,  render  necessary  a 
considerable  increase  in  the  number  of 
Factory  Inspectors,  whether  any  such 
increase  is  contemplated  for  the  pur- 
pose of  sufficiently  carrying  out  the 
provision  of  both  of  the  above  Acts  ? 
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Ma.  MATTHEWS :  There  are  about 
600  weaving  sheds  to  which  the 
Cotton  Cloth  Factory  Act  of  1889 
applies.  With  few  exceptions,  the 
special  duty  of  enforcing  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Act  has  hitherto  devolved 
upon  Mr.  Osborn  in  Lancashire.  In 
order  to  strengthen  the  administration 
of  that  enactment,  I  have  nominated 
two  additional  Inspectors,  who  will, 
I  hope,  shortly  enter  upon  their 
duties.  With  regard  to  the  question 
of  increasing  the  staff  of  Factory  In- 
spectors generally,  I  can  only  say  that 
the  experience  of  the  operation  of  the 
Factories  and  Workshops  Amendment 
Act  of  1891  has  not  been  sufficient  to 
enable  me  to  decide  whether  any  or 
what  increase  of  the  staff  is  required ; 
but  I  may  assure  my  right  hon.  Friend 
that  particular  attention  is  being 
directed  to  this  important  matter. 

ILLITERATE  VOTES. 

Mb.  WEBSTER  (St.  Pancras,  E.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Home  Department  if  he  is  in  a 
position  to  state  when  the  Return, 
ordered  last  Session,  of  the  number  of 
illiterates  who  have  voted  in  Parlia- 
mentary Elections  since  the  last  General 
Election,  will  be  issued  ? 

Mb.  MATTHEWS :  My  hon.  Friend 
will  find  that  this  Return  has  been 
issued. 

TECHNICAL  INSTRUCTION. 

Mb.  HOBHOUSE  (Somerset,  E.)  : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Vice  President  of  the 
Committee  of  Council  on  Education  to 
state  how  many  of  all  the  County 
Councils  in  England  and  Wales  have 
voted  the  whole  or  part  of  the  money 
received  under  "The  Local  Taxation 
Act,  1890,"  to  purposes  of  technical  in- 
struction, and  to  give  the  same  in- 
formation with  respect  to  county 
boroughs  ? 

Sib  W.  HART  DYKE:  Out 
of  the  62  County  Councils  in 
England  and  Wales,  52  are  applying 
the  whole  sum  received  under  the 
Local  Taxation  Act,  1890,  to  tech- 
nical education,  while  nine  are  giving 
part  only.  Complete  Returns  are  not 
forthcoming  with  regard  to  the  action 
taken  by  the  63  county  boroughs ;  but 
it  is  believed  that  in  every  case,  except 


Wolverhampton,  the  whole,  or 
the  whole,  amount  is  to  be  dev< 
technical  education. 

INCOME  TAX  APPEALS. 

Mb.  MAC  NEILL  (Donegal, 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the 
sury   whether,  having  regard 
hardship  entailed  on  persons  red 
Bundoran    and    Ballyshannon 
compelled    to    go    to    Enniskil 
Omagh  for  the  hearing  of  their  a 
the  Income  Tax  Appeal  Commisfl 
arrangements  can  be  made  for  t 
ting  of  these  Commissioners  in 
shannon? 

The  SECRETARY  to  the  1 
SURY  (Sir  John  Gobbt,  Chai 
There  are  no  further  appeals  to  be 
in  Ireland  by  the  Special  Commisj 
this  year;  but  I  am  assured  by  the 
Revenue  Authorities  that  ever 
sideration  will  be  given  to  the  u 
and  convenience  of  taxpayers  as  r 
the  hearing  of  appeals  in  the  e 
year. 

TELEGRAPH  SUBSIDIEa 

Mb.  HENNIKER  HE  ATON  (C 
bury) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Post] 
General  if  he  can  give  some  parti 
of  the  guarantees  given  to  the  G 
ment  by  private  persons  again 
cost  of  constructing  lines  of  tell 
in  the  United  Kingdom,  that  is  i 
the  number  and  the  amount  of 
guarantees  last  year? 

♦Sib  JAMES  PERGUSSON : 
are  at  present  in  the  United  Kii 
539  Telegraph  Offices  open 
guarantee,  either  by  single  indft 
or  collectively.  The  total  amoi 
the  guarantees  is  £19,903 10s.  T 
eludes  a  few  cases  in  which  a  gua 
is  given  by  a  public  body,  such  i 
Fishery  Board  for  Scotland. 

POSTAL   FACILITIEa 

Mb.  HENNIKER  HEATON : 
to  ask  the  Postmaster  General  wl 
he  is  aware  that  in  many  ] 
Colonies  and  Possessions  all  lette 
re-addressed  free  of  charge ;  wl 
he  is  aware  that  foreign  letters  ai 
in  this  country  are  re-directed  f 
charge;  whether  it  is  a  fact  th: 
whole  of  the  postage  on  these  f 
letters   is  (under   the    Postal 
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regulations)  appropriated  by  the  Govern- 
ments of  the  countries  whence  they 
oome;  the  British  Government  per- 
forming  the  work  of  re-addressing  and 
re- transmission  free  of  charge ;  and 
whether  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Go- 
vernment to  allow  our  own  letters,  sent 
from  any  part  of  Great  Britain  or  Ire- 
land to  another,  to  be  re-directed  free 
of  eharge? 

•Sib  JAMBS  FERGUSSON:  The 
aniwer  to  the  first  three  paragraphs  of 
wit  Question  is  in  the  affirmative.  The 
question  of  allowing  inland  letters  to 
db  re-directed  free  of  charge  has  long 
been  under  consideration,  and  I  am  at 
the  present  moment  in  communication 
with  the  Treasury  upon  the  subject. 

THE  NAVAL  RESERVE  AND  THE 
INDIAN  MARINE. 

Ms.  GOTJBLEY  (Sunderland) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 
whether  he  is  aware  that  considerable 
dissatisfaction  exists  among  officers  of 
the  Naval  Reserve,  owing  to  an  Order 
in  Council,  dated  20th  March,  1891, 
which  grants  precedence  to  officers  of 
the  Indian  Marine ;  if  so,  will  he  take 
steps  to  remove  the  grievance  ? 
•Mb.  FORWOOD:  Certain  repre- 
sentations have  been  made  to  the  Ad- 
miralty, due,  apparently  to  a  miscon- 
ception of  the  circumstances  which  led 
to  the  passing  of  the  Order  in  Council 
in  reference  to  these  officers.  Owing  to 
a  recent  agreement  with  the  Indian 
■Government,  the  coast  defence  vessels 
enviously  manned  by  the  Indian 
urine  will  in  future  be  manned  partly 
by  officers  and  men  of  the  Royal  Indian 
aarine  and  partly  by  those  of  the  Im- 
perial Navy.  It,  therefore,  became 
necessary  to  define  the  relative  status 
of  theofficers  of  the  two  Services,  which 
will  henceforth  be  in  close  connection 
in  peace  as  well  as  in  war  time ;  and  in 
«onsequenoe  officers  of  the  Indian 
Urine,  forming  as  they  do  a  part  of 
the  permanent  defence  forces  of  the 
Empire,  were  as  usual  given  precedence 
immediately  after  the  officers  of 
the  Royal  Navy.  As  the  possibility  of 
the  officers  of  the  Indian  Marine  and 
Royal  Naval  Reserve  serving  together 
b  so  remote,  any  grievance  as  to 
relative  rank  is  not  likely  to  arise. 


plbeg 


CHURCHWARDENS  AND   < 

Majob  BANES  (West  Ham,  S.) 
to  ask  the  Attorney  General  i. 
aware  that,  by  the  judgment  of  Jus- 
tices Mathew  and  A.  L.  Smith,  on  the 
4th  of  February,  in  the  Court  of 
Queen's  Bench,  in  the  cases  of  "  The 
Churchwardens  and  Overseers  of  West 
Ham  v.  the  Fourth  City  Building 
Society,  and  the  Fourth  City  Building 
Society  v.  East  Ham,"  the  Act  59 
Geo.  III.,  c.  12,  s.  19  (Stourges 
Bourde's  Aot),  1819,  is  impliedly  re- 
pealed by  subsequent  legislation  and 
the  Poor  Rate  Assessment  and  Collec- 
tion Act  of  1869 ;  that  this  judgment 
affects  not  only  the  large  borough  of 
West  Ham  and  the  parish  of  East 
Ham,  but  also  those  of  Tottenham, 
Edmonton,  Wanstead,  the  borough  of 
Macclesfield,  and  adjoining  township 
of  Huddersfield,  and  other  parishes 
throughout  England,  who  have  adopted 
the  Act  of  1819,  and  that  a  large  and 
specially  convened  vestry  in  West 
Ham  last  year  decided  not  to  adopt  the 
Act  of  1869,  but  to  retain  the  Act  of 
1819 ;  and  whether  he  will  be  prepared 
to  look  into  the  matter,  with  a  view  to 
amend  the  law  so  as  to  do  away  with 
the  uncertainty,  complication,  and  the 
large  expenses  consequent  upon  the 
many  and  various  Acts  relating  to  the 
rating  of  small  tenements? 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  (Sir 
Richabd  Webster,  Isle  of  Wight) ;  In 
reply  to  my  hon.  and  gallant  Friend,  I 
have  as  yet  only  had  an  opportunity  of 
seeing  the  report  of  the  case  referred 
to  in  his  question  in  the  Times'  reports, 
but,  as  far  as  I  can  judge,  the  effect  of 
the  decision  is  correctly  stated  in  the 
question.  It  is,  in  my  opinion,  very  de- 
sirable that  the  law  of  rating  should  be 
consolidated ;  but  it  is  not  in  my  power 
to  make  any  statement  as  to  whether 
any  legislation  with  that  object  will 
be  possible  during  the  present  Session. 
I  will,  however,  see  that  attention  is 
paid  to  the  point. 

DISTRICT  REGISTRIES. 
Mb.  M'OARTAN  (Down,  S.)  :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Attorney  General  whether 
he  will  state  the  number  and  names  of 
the  district  registries  or  places  in 
England  and  Wales  where  writs  of 
summons  can  be  issued  ? 
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*Sir  RICHARD  WEBSTER :  Under 
the  Judicature  Act  Her  Majesty  may 
by  Order  in  Council  create  district 
registries.  On  1st  January,  1891, 
there  were  83  such  district  registries. 
I  will  not  detain  the  House  by  reading 
the  list,  but  they  are  set  out  on  pages 
346  and  347  of  the  index  of  the  statu- 
tory Rules  and  Orders  in  force  on 
1st  January,  1891,  which  is,  I  believe, 
in  the  Library  ;  but  I  shall  be  pleased 
to  show  the  hon.  Member  the  list  if  he 
desire  to  see  it. 

THE  LICENSING  OF  THEATRES. 

Mb.  LAWSON  (St.  Pancras,  W.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Trea- 
sury whether,  in  accordance  with  the 
understanding  last  Session,  he  will  move 
for  the  appointment  of  a  Select  Com- 
mittee to  inquire  into  the  law  relating  to 
the  licensing  of  theatres  and  music  halls 
in  the  county  of  London  ? 

Mr.  MATTHEWS:  The  Govern- 
ment are  prepared  to  move  for 
the  appointment  of  a  Select  Committee 
to  inquire  into  the  law  relating  to  the 
licensing  of  theatres  and  music  halls. 
The  Motion  will  be  made  at  an  early 
date. 

THE  GRESHAM  UNIVERSITY. 

Mr.  PICTON  (Leicester) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Vice  President  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Council  on  Education 
whether  the  authorities  of  King's  Col- 
lege and  University  College  have 
recently  petitioned  the  Privy  Council 
to  revise  the  Draft  Charter  founding  the 
Albert  University;  and,  if  so,  when 
was  their  Petition  presented ;  whether 
the  Petition  has  been  considered  by  the 
Committee  of  the  Privy  Council ;  and, 
if  so,  at  what  date ;  and  whether  any 
public  notice  of  such  consideration  was 
given? 

Sir  W.  HART  DYKE  :  There  has 
been  no  revision  of  the  Draft  Charter 
as  settled  by  the  Committee.  The 
parties  were  told  at  the  hearing  that 
the  Committee  would  be  prepared  to 
consider  any  alteration  of  the  name  of 
the  new  University.  A  Petition  was 
presented  by  the  two  Colleges,  and 
the  assent  of  the  Gresham  Committee 
and  of  the  ten  Medical  Colleges  accom- 
panied it,  praying  that  the  name  of 
Gresham  may  be  adopted.  The 
Committee  met  on  Tuesday  the  16th 
instant  and  agreed  to  this  proposal. 


Mr.  PICTON :  Am  I  to  understand 
from  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that  no 
alteration  whatever  has  been  made 
to  the  Draft  Charter  except  the  substi- 
tution of  the  word  "  Gresham "  for 
"  Albert "  ? 

Sir  W.  HART  DYKE  :  That  is  what 
I  stated  to  the  House. 

Mr.  BARTLEY  (Islington,  N.) : 
When  will  the  Charter  be  laid  on  the 
Table? 

Sir  W.  HART  DYKE  :  I  should 
think  in  the  course  of  a  very  few  days. 

THE  SUPPLEMENTARY  ESTIMATES. 

Mr.  BRYCE  (Aberdeen,  S.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
when  it  is  intended  to  present  to  the 
House  the  Supplementary  Estimates 
for  the  current  financial  year,  and  what 
Votes  are  to  be  included  in  those 
Estimates  ? 

Sir  JOHN  GORST:  My  right  hon. 
Friend  has  asked  me  to  answer  these 
questions,  and  I  have  to  say  that  I 
hope  the  Supplementary  Estimates 
will  be  in  the  hands  of  hon.  Members 
early  next  week.  There  will  be  15 
Civil  and  three  Revenue  Estimates,, 
amounting  to  £309,936,  besides  the 
grants  to  Scotland  and  Ireland 
equivalent  to  the  English  fee  grant  for 
education. 

GOVERNMENT  CONTRACTS. 

Mr.  JAMES  ROWLANDS  (Fins- 
bury,  E.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  whether  referring  to 
a  question  asked  on  30th  July,  1891, 
with  respect  to  the  contract  for 
pouches  and  belts  for  telegraph 
messengers  given  to  Messrs.  Heobert 
and  Co.,  of  James  Street,  Hay- 
market,  the  War  Office  have  made 
inquiry  into  the  conditions  under  which 
the  contract  has  been  fulfilled,  and 
with  what  result  ? 

Mr.  E.  STANHOPE  :  Inquiry 
was  made,  and  it  was  found 
that  the  leather  for  about  one- 
third  of  the  order  had  been  ob- 
tained in  a  roughly  cut-out  state  from 
Messrs.  Ross.  Messrs.  Hebbert  re- 
ported the  circumstances,  and  urged 
that  they  had  not  infringed  their  con- 
tract ;  but  on  my  disapproval  being 
conveyed  to  them,  they  have  under- 
taken not  to  make  any  further  pur- 
chases of  the  same  description. 
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Mb.  JAMES  ROWLANDS :  Seeing 
that  is  the  point  of  a  question  which  I 
asked  in  July  last,  I  should  like  to 
know  whether,  as  the  Factory  Clause 
has  been  violated,  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  intends  to  take  any  action 
to  enforce  the  penalties  ? 

Mb.  E.  STANHOPE  :  I  can  hardly 
say  the  clause  was  violated.  What 
was  violated  was  an  obligation  not  to 
buy    any    manufactured    goods    from 

Bk£6S8X8.  ROSS. 

Mb.  JAMES  ROWLANDS :  That  is 
not  an  answer  to  my  question.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  will  remember 
the  question  I  put  in  July  last.  I 
distinctly  asked  whether  it  was  not  the 
fact  that  the  leather,  in  a  partly-manu- 
factured state,  was  obtained  from  Boss 
and  Co.,  who  had  been  struck  off  the 
list  of  contractors.  I  should  like  to 
know  whether  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man intends  to  make  the  Factory 
Clause  an  actual  fact  ? 

Mb.  E.  STANHOPE:  I  am  very 
anxious  to  enforce  the  Factory 
Clause ;  but  in  this  case  there  was 
no  deliberate  intention  to  violate 
the  clause.  They  acted  honestly, 
but  under  a  misapprehension ;  therefore 
I  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  prosecute 
the  matter  further. 

AN  "ANARCHIST"  PROSECUTION. 

Mb.  CUNINGHAME-  GRAHAM 
(Lanark,  N.W.)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  De- 
partment if  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  the  statements  made  by  the 
police  in  the  alleged  "  Anarchist "  case 
at  Birmingham,  in  which  a  Liberal 
Unionist  gentleman  of  the  name  of 
Cavagna  was  charged  by  the  police 
with  having  explosive  substances  in  his 
possession,  and  of  being  connected  with 
an  Anarchist  Club  in  Manchester,  he 
all  the  time  being  a  Liberal  Unionist ; 
if  in  the  Anarchist  case  at  Walsall  it  is 
a  fact  that  at  least  two  agents  provoca- 
teurs were  employed  by  the  police  ;  and 
if  the  employment  of  these  agents  pro- 
vocateurs is  sanctioned  by  the  Home 
Office?       

Mb.  MATTHEWS:  I  am  informed 
that  a  person  named  Cavagna  was 
charged  at  Walsall,  under  the  4th 
section  of  the  Explosives  Act,  with 
being  in  possession  of  explosive  sub- 
stances under  such  circumstances  as  to 
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give  rise  to  a  reasonable  suspicion  that 
he  did  not  possess  them  for  a  lawful 
object.  He  was,  however,  discharged 
on  the  application  of  the  Treasury 
Solicitor.  He  was  not  charged  with 
being  connected  with  an  Anarchist 
Club  in  Manchester.  I  have  no  infor- 
mation as  to  his  political  opinions. 
The  answer  to  the  last  two  paragraphs 
of  the  question  is  in  the  negative.  There 
is  no  foundation  for  the  suggestions 
they  contain. 

Mr.  CUNINGHAME  GRAHAM: 
Is  it  not  within  the  knowledge  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  that  two  men 
during  the  course  of  that  case  testified 
that  they  were  employed  by  the  police 
— one  saying  that  his  salary  was  2s.  6d. 
per  day  ? 

Mr.  MATTHEWS:  I  am  not  cog- 
nisant of  these  facts. 

Mr.  CUNINGHAME  GRAHAM: 
May  I  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to 
answer  the  third  paragraph  of  my 
question  ? 

Mr.  MATTHEWS  :  I  have  answered 
it ;  there  is  no  foundation  whatever  for 
the  paragraph. 

Mr.  CUNINGHAME  GRAHAM: 
What  I  propose  to  ask  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  is,  whether  these  men  were 
paid  ?  I  will  not  call  them  agents  pro- 
vocateurs,  if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
does  not  like  the  word. 

Mr.  MATTHEWS  :  The  employment 
of  agents  provocateurs  is  not  only  not 
sanctioned,  but  is  forbidden  by  the 
Home  Office. 

IRISH  NATIONAL  SCHOOL  TEACHERS. 

Mr.  CRILLY  (Mayo,  N.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Seoretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  the  National 
School  Teachers  in  District  21,  whose 
schools  were  examined  for  results  in  the 
month  of  January  last,  have  yet  been 
paid  the  fees  arising  from  the  said 
examinations ;  and,  if  not,  will  he 
direct  the  Heads  of  the  Education  De- 
partment in  Ireland  to  cause  payment 
of  the  said  fees  to  be  made  forthwith  in 
the  cases  in  question  ? 

Mr.  JACKSON :  I  am  informed  by 
the  Education  Department  that  the 
fees  arising  from  the  January  exami- 
nations have  been  paid.  I  cannot 
ascertain  that  they  have  not  been 
paid  in  any  particular  instant  \V*\&  Si 
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*Sib  RICHARD  WEBSTER :  Under 
the  Judicature  Act  Her  Majesty  may 
by  Order  in  Council  create  district 
registries.  On  1st  January,  1891, 
there  were  83  such  district  registries. 
I  will  not  detain  the  House  by  reading 
the  list,  but  they  are  set  out  on  pages 
346  and  347  of  the  index  of  the  statu- 
tory Rules  and  Orders  in  force  on 
1st  January,  1891,  which  is,  I  believe, 
in  the  Library  ;  but  I  shall  be  pleased 
to  show  the  hon.  Member  the  list  if  he 
desire  to  see  it. 

THE  LICENSING  OF  THEATRES. 

Mb.  LAWSON  (St.  Pancras,  W.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Trea- 
sury whether,  in  accordance  with  the 
understanding  last  Session,  he  will  move 
for  the  appointment  of  a  Select  Com- 
mittee to  inquire  into  the  law  relating  to 
the  licensing  of  theatres  and  music  halls 
in  the  county  of  London  ? 

Mb.  MATTHEWS:  The  Govern- 
ment are  prepared  to  move  for 
the  appointment  of  a  Select  Committee 
to  inquire  into  the  law  relating  to  the 
licensing  of  theatres  and  music  halls. 
The  Motion  will  be  made  at  an  early 
date. 

THE  GRE8HAM  UNIVERSITY. 

Mb.  PICTON  (Leicester) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Vice  President  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Council  on  Education 
whether  the  authorities  of  King's  Col- 
lege and  University  College  have 
recently  petitioned  the  Privy  Council 
to  revise  the  Draft  Charter  founding  the 
Albert  University;  and,  if  so,  when 
was  their  Petition  presented ;  whether 
the  Petition  has  been  considered  by  the 
Committee  of  the  Privy  Council ;  and, 
if  so,  at  what  date ;  and  whether  any 
public  notice  of  such  consideration  was 
given? 

Sib  W.  HART  DYKE :  There  has 
been  no  revision  of  the  Draft  Charter 
as  settled  by  the  Committee.  The 
parties  were  told  at  the  hearing  that 
the  Committee  would  be  prepared  to 
consider  any  alteration  of  the  name  of 
the  new  University.  A  Petition  was 
presented  by  the  two  Colleges,  and 
the  assent  of  the  Gresham  Committee 
and  of  the  ten  Medical  Colleges  accom- 
panied it,  praying  that  the  name  of 
Gresham  may  be  adopted.  The 
Committee  met  on  Tuesday  the  16th 
instant  and  agreed  to  this  proposal. 


Mb.  PICTON :  Am  I  to  understand 
from  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that  no 
alteration  whatever  has  been  made 
to  the  Draft  Charter  exoept  the  substi- 
tution of  the  word  "  Gresham "  for 
"Albert"? 

Sib  W.  HART  DYKE  :  That  is  what 
I  stated  to  the  House. 

Mb.  BARTLEY  (Islington,  N.): 
When  will  the  Charter  be  laid  on  the 
Table  ? 

Sib  W.  HART  DYKE  :  I  should, 
think  in  the  course  of  a  very  few  days. 

THE  SUPPLEMENTARY  ESTIMATE& 

Mb.  BRYCE  (Aberdeen,  S.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
when  it  is  intended  to  present  to  the 
House  the  Supplementary  Estimate 
for  the  current  financial  year,  and  whit 
Votes  are  to  be  included  in  thoee 
Estimates? 

Sib  JOHN  GORST :  My  right  hon.. 
Friend  has  asked  me  to  answer  thee* 
questions,  and  I  have  to  say  that  I 
hope  the  Supplementary  Estimate 
will  be  in  the  hands  of  hon.  Member* 
early  next  week.  There  will  be  Ifr 
Civil  and  three  Revenue  Estimate, 
amounting  to  £309,936,  besides  thfr 
grants  to  Scotland  and  Ireland 
equivalent  to  the  English  fee  grant  fcr 
education. 

GOVERNMENT  CONTRACTS. 

Mb.  JAMES  ROWLANDS  (Fine- 
bury,  E.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  whether  referring  *£► 
a  question  asked  on  30th  July,  1891, 
with  respect  to  the  contract  for 
pouches  and  belts  for  telegraph 
messengers  given  to  Messrs.  Hebbert* 
and  Co.,  of  James  Street,  Hat- 
market,  the  War  Office  have  ma» 
inquiry  into  the  conditions  under  which 
the  contract  has  been  fulfilled,  and 
with  what  result  ? 

Mb.  E.  STANHOPE:  Inquiry 
was  made,  and  it  was  founa 
that  the  leather  for  about  one- 
third  of  the  order  had  been  ob- 
tained in  a  roughly  cut-out  state  from 
Messrs.  Ross.  Messrs.  Hebbert  re- 
ported the  circumstances,  and  urged 
that  they  had  not  infringed  their  ooo- 
tract ;  but  on  my  disapproval  being 
conveyed  to  them,  they  have  under- 
taken not  to  make  any  further  par- 
chases  of  the  same  description. 
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Mr.  JAMES  ROWLANDS :  Seeing 
that  is  toe  point  of  a  question  which  I 
asked  in  July  last,  I  should  like  to 
how  whether,  as  the  Factory  Clause 
lui  been  violated,  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  intends  to  take  any  action 
to  enforce  the  penalties  ? 

Mb.  E.  STANHOPE  :  I  can  hardly 
e»y  the  clause  was  violated.  What 
m  violated  was  an  obligation  not  to 
lay  any  manufactured  goods  from 
Messrs.  Boss. 

Mb.  JAMES  ROWLANDS :  That  is 
not  an  answer  to  my  question.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  will  remember 
the  question  I  put  in  July  last.  I 
distinctly  asked  whether  it  was  not  the 
fut  that  the  leather,  in  a  partly-manu - 
faetured  state,  was  obtained  from  Ross 
•ml  Co.,  who  had  been  struck  off  the 
fat  of  contractors.  I  should  like  to 
know  whether  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
mm  intends  to  make  the  Factory 
Clause  an  actual  fact  ? 

Mb.  E.  STANHOPE :  I  am  very 
anxious  to  enforce  the  Factory 
Chase ;  but  in  this  case  there  was 
bo  deliberate  intention  to  violate 
tte  clause.  They  acted  honestly, 
Intnnder  a  misapprehension;  therefore 
1  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  prosecute 
toe  matter  further. 

AN  "ANARCHIST"  PROSECUTION. 

Mb.  CUNINGHAME-  GBAHAM 
Quark,  N.W.)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
neetary  of  State  for  the  Home  De- 
J*rtment  if  his  attention  has  been 
•fled  to  the  statements  made  by  the 
;JoKce  in  the  alleged  "  Anarchist "  case 
it  Birmingham,  in  which  a  Liberal 
Unionist  gentleman  of  the  name  of 
fauna  was  charged  by  the  police 
<ith  having  explosive  substances  in  his 
joawssion,  and  of  being  connected  with 
in  Anarchist  Club  in  Manchester,  he 
lO  the  time  being  a  Liberal  Unionist; 
H  in  the  Anarchist  case  at  Walsall  it  is 
i  hct  that  at  least  two  agents  provoca- 
fwi  were  employed  by  the  polioe  ;  and 
rfthe  employment  of  these  agents  pro- 
wsoteuM  is  sanctioned  by  the  Home 
Oflloef 

Mb.  MATTHEWS:  I  am  informed 
">ti  a  person  named  Cavagna  was 
thtrged  at  Walsall,  under  the  4th 
*fction  of  the  Explosives  Act,  with 
*Q]g  in  possession  of  explosive  sub- 
**noea  under  such  circumstances  as  to 
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give  rise  to  a  reasonable  suspicion  that 
e  did  not  possess  them  for  a  lawful 
object.  He  was,  however,  discharged 
on  the  application  of  the  Treasury 
Solicitor.  He  was  not  charged  with 
being  connected  with  an  Anarchist 
Club  in  Manchester.  I  have  no  infor- 
mation as  to  his  political  opinions. 
The  answer  to  the  last  two  paragraphs 
of  the  question  is  in  the  negative.  There 
is  no  foundation  for  the  suggestions 
they  contain. 

Me.  CUNINGHAME  GRAHAM: 
Is  it  not  within  the  knowledge  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  that  two  men 
during  the  course  of  that  case  testified 
that  they  were  employed  by  the  polioe 
— one  saying  that  his  salary  was  2s.  6d. 
per  day? 

Mr.  MATTHEWS:  I  am  not  cog- 
nisant of  these  facts. 

Mr.  CUNINGHAME  GRAHAM: 
May  I  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to 
answer  the  third  paragraph  of  my 
question  ? 

Mr.  MATTHEWS  :  I  have  answered 
it ;  there  is  no  foundation  whatever  for 
the  paragraph. 

Mr.  CUNINGHAME  GRAHAM: 
What  I  propose  to  ask  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  is,  whether  these  men  were 
paid  ?  I  will  not  call  them  agents  pro- 
vocateurs, if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
does  not  like  the  word. 

Mb,  MATTHEWS :  The  employment 
of  agents  provocateurs  is  not  only  not 
sanctioned,  but  is  forbidden  by  the 
Home  Oft  ice. 

IRISH  NATIONAL  SCHOOL  TEACHERS. 

Mr.  CRILLY  (Mayo,  N.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  the  National 
School  Teachers  in  District  21,  whose 
schools  were  examined  for  results  in  the 
month  of  January  last,  have  yet  been 
paid  the  fees  arising  from  the  said 
examinations ;  and,  if  not,  will  he 
direct  the  Heads  of  the  Education  De- 
partment in  Ireland  to  cause  payment 
of  the  said  fees  to  be  made  forthwith  in 
the  oases  in  question  1 

Mr.  JACKSON :  I  am  informed  by 
the  Education  Department  that  the 
fees  arising  from  the  January  exami- 
nations have  been  paid.  I  cannot 
ascertain  that  they  have  not  been 
□aid  in  any  particular  instance ;  but  if 
2  G 
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the  hon.  Gentleman  will  supply  infor-  Mr.  MADDEN :  I  will  conve 

mation  of  any  such  case  I  will  inquire  right  hon.  Friend  the  Chief  & 

into  it.  the  suggestion  of  the  hon.  Mem 

™E  C°»I'™0™RAL  °P  IBI8H  JJ^lD  PACHAS! 

vr      opvtrfw  Z  u    t \r\     tk  Mb-    JOHN   ELLIS    (Nott 

Mb    pXTON  (Belfast  W):  I  beg  Ru8hcUffe) .     r      b        £     „ 

to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Seoret       'to  the  Triasury  w 

Iaeutenant  of  Ireland  whether  the  Irish  rale8  fra^ed  b     the  TnJarj 

Executive  will  undertake  not  to  fill  up  {inter  alia)  to  the  makin  of  „  J 

the  vacancy  in  the  office  of  Collector  ^^8"  by  the  Irish  Land  ( 

S6nf  alu°f  ?£*  S  ?U£     (<Tf    ft  sioners,  under    Section    33    o 

the  death  of  Mr.  E.J.  Kennedy    until  Purchase  of  Land  (ireland)  Act 

the  Corporation  of  Dubhn  shall  have  ^  be  pre8ented  ^d  distribute 

had    an    opportunity    of    considering  gm  /0HN  gorst.  ^  „ 

whether  thev  will  avail  themselves  of  be  Mi          the  TaWe  of  the  B 

the  option  of  collecting  their  own  rates  BOQQ  ft8  £          ^ 

secured  to  them  by  the  Dubhn  Corpora-  J                J 

tion  Act  of  1890  ?  What  I  wish  to  ask  

is,    that   any   temporary    appointment  GLEBE  LANDS  (8ALE8. 

that  is  made  should  not  preclude  the       Return  ordered 

question  of  the  salary  being  raised  in  Showing  the  Sales  of  Glebes  (in 

case  the  Corporation  do  take  over  their  tion  of  the  Parliamentary  Paper,  1 

rates.  8esgion  1891.) 

Mb.  JACKSON :  I  do  not  see  that 

any  temporary  appointment  that  may  MOTIONS. 

be  made  can  possibly  affect  the  salary  

to  be  settled  hereafter. 

Mb.   SEXTON :    The  last  appoint-  LOCAL    GOVERNMENT    (IRE 

ment  to  this  office  was  called  tem-  BILL, 

porary,  but  in  some  mysterious  manner  leave,    first  reading 

it  became  permanent,  and  I  would  ask  The  FIEST  LORD  of  the 

the  right  hon.  Gentleman  not  to  make  SURY  (Mr.  A.J.  Balfour,  Man 

any  appointment,  at  least  not  during  e.)  :      Mr.     Speaker,     wheth 

the  next  few  days.  Bill  which  it    is    now    my    < 

Mr.    JACKSON  :     I   cannot  enter  introduce  is  the  most  importan 

into  any  engagement,  but  I  will  com-  legislative  proposals  which  the 

munioate  at  once  with  Dublin,  repre-  ment  have  to  make  during  the 

senting  the  case  as  stated  by  the  hon.  0f  tne  present"  Session  I  will  r 

Member.  hut  undoubtedly  it  is  a   me« 

Mr.  SEXTON :  As  this  office  may  g^t  complexity  in  itself,  an< 
be  worth  £1,200  a  year  in  salary,  I  beg  has  aroused  the  largest  amount 
to  give  notice  that  if  I  find  the  Govern-  troversy  in  the  country  de- 
ment attempting  to  anticipate  the  action  -fecess.  It  will  be  in  the  recoil* 
of  the  Corporation  of  Dubhn  in  this  tne  Hou8e  that>  towards  t 
case  I  shall  move  the  Adjournment  of  of  last  Session,  in  answer,  1 1 
fi°U8e'  some  question  put  to  me  by  t 

At  a  later  stage —                           4  and  learned  Gentleman  the  Me 

Mr.  SEXTON:  The  anxiety  felt  in  Longford  (Mr.  T.M.Healy),  I  ex 

Dubhn  in  connection  with  the  office  of  on    behalf  of    the    Governm< 

Collector    General    of  Rates    is  very  intention  to  bring  in  a  Local 

great,  and  I  wish  to  ask  the  Govern-  nient  Bill  for  Ireland.      And 

ment,  if  they  do  resolve  to  make  an  great  surprise  I  found  next  d 

appointment  to  the  office,  whether  they  this  was  regarded  as  a  new  d< 

would  consider  the  claims  of  the  gentle-  in  the  Unionist  policy,  and  the 

man  who  now  holds  the  second  position  supposed  I  had  taken  the  cou 

in  the  office.    That  would  get  rid  of  surprise  in  thus  announcing  t) 

any    difficulty    which    might    be    in-  of  the  Government.     Sir,  the  < 

volved  ?  the  Government  in  this  matter 

Mr.  Jackson 
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to  have  forgotten  that  ever  since  the 
formation  of  the  present  Parliament,  in 
1886,  and  even  before  that  time,  the 
extension  of  Local  Government  to  everv 
part  of  the  United  Kingdom  has  been 
a  cardinal  part  of  their  policy  ;  and  so 
far  from  there  being  any  novelty  in  the 
intentions  of  the  Government  in  the 
views  expressed  by  Parliament  last 
Session,  it  was  a  mere  repetition  of 
what  was  said  over  and  over  again  by 
gentlemen  who  have  every  claim  to 
speak  on  behalf  of  the  Government. 
The  declarations  of  my  noble  Friend 
the  Member  for  Paddington  (Lord 
Randolph  Churchill)  in  this  matter 
are  probably  within  the  recollection  of 
all.  I  think  that  Local  Government 
has  figured  certainly  in  more  than  one 
Queen's  Speech  since  the  year  1886. 
And  in  the  year  1889  I  myself,  at  that 
time  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland,  ex- 
pressed on  behalf  of  the  Government 
oar  intention  to  bring  in  a  Local 
Government  Bill  as  soon  as  we  had 
been  able  to  deal  with  the  question  of 
Land  Purchase.  I  attach  no  special 
value  to  my  own  utterances  on   the 

Sint.  I  only  wish  once  for  all  to 
jpel  the  kind  of  delusion  which 
seems  to  have  seized  some  minds  in 
relation  to  this  matter.  I  stated  on 
that  occasion  that  I  was  in  favour  of 
extending  Local  Government  to  Ire- 
land, and  that  I  hoped  to  bring  in  a 
Bill  for  that  purpose,  and,  if  necessary, 
in  bringing  it  in,  to  follow  with  regard 
to  Ireland  the  same  prudential  maxims 
that  had  been  applied  in  dealing  with 
the  other  countries  with  a  view  to 
meeting  their  respective  needs  and 
necessities.  That  was  a  declaration  of 
policy  which  I  made  three  years  ago, 
and  I  see  no  reason  to  qualify  or  alter 
in  any  way  the  statements  I  then 
made.  Now,  Sir,  some  gentlemen 
appear  to  think  that  the  course  of  the 
Government  is  not  justified,  and  that 
no  adequate  grounds  have  ever  been 
stated  why  we  should  meddle  with 
Local  Government  in  Ireland  at  all. 
These  are  gentlemen  with  whom,  in 
many  respects,  I  have  great  sympathy. 
Host  of  them  belong  to  the  Party  of 
which  I  am  a  member.  But  I  never 
noticed  that  these  gentlemen  on  the 
xuasion  of  these  various  statements 
wrhich  have  been  made  in  the  Speeches 
irom  (he  Throne,  or  on  other  occasions, 


even  thought  it  was  worth  while  to 
inform  the  Government  that  they  dis- 
sented from  their  policy  ;  and,  in  point 
of  fact,  I  was  not  aware  of  the  neces- 
sity of  that  policy  ever  being  questioned 
until  the  matter  came  to  the  front  in 
the  discussions  that  arose  in  the  course 
of  the  autumn.  Whether  the  policy 
of  the  Government  is  justified  or  not 
will  no  doubt  depend  upon  the  view 
taken  of  the  measure  which  I  have 
now  to  introduce.  But  I  think  it  will 
be  admitted  by  every  impartial  person 
that  the  burden  of  proof,  at  all  events, 
lies  with  the  objectors.  We  have 
introduced  a  Local  Government  Bill  for 
England ;  we  have  introduced  a  Local 
Government  Bill  for  Scotland ;  and,  if 
we  are  not  to  introduce  one  for  Ire- 
land, it  must  be  because  of  certain 
great,  specific,  and  obvious  dangers 
that  must  attend  such  a  course.  Vague 
generalisations,  vague  distrust,  will 
hardly,  I  think,  be  thought  sufficient 
by  this  House  if  we  are  to  abandon 
a  policy  which  men  of  all  parties, 
so  far  as  I  know,  have,  broadly 
speaking,  agreed  to.  No;  if  we  are 
to  abandon  our  announced  policy  it 
must  be  for  cause  shown,  and  shown 
with  definiteness  and  precision.  I  will 
now  proceed  without  further  preface 
to  explain  the  provisions  of  the  Bill, 
which  I  trust  the  House  will,  in  the 
course  of  the  present  Session,  pass  into 
law.  But  in  order  that  they  may  be 
understood,  I  ought,  in  a  very  few  words 
— and  they  shall  be  very  few — to 
explain  to  Members  who  are  not  inti- 
mately acquainted  with  the  existing 
form  of  Local  Government  in  Ireland 
what  the  system  is,  because  I  think 
all  will  agree  that,  in  so  far  as  it 
is  possible,  we  should  graft  our  new  and 
reformed  and  altered  system  upon  the 
system  which  has  been  in  operation 
with  considerable  administrative  sucoess 
for  now  more  than  a  generation.  (Oppo- 
sition cheers.)  I  gather  from  the  ironical 
cheer  that  some  hon.  Gentlemen 
doubt  the  administrative  success  of 
the  existing  system  in  Ireland.  I 
cannot  agree  with  that.  That  the  Grand 
Juries  may  have  been  guilty  of  errors 
of  judgment  I  do  not,  of  course,  deny ; 
but  I  think  they  have,  on  the  whole, 
administered  the  affairs  entrusted  to 
them  with  economy  and  with  parity. 
(Cries  of  "  No,  no ! ")  I  think  it  cannot 
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be  fairly  denied.    But  without  going 
into  the  merits  or  demerits  of  the  Grand 
Jury  and  the  other  Local  Bodies  in 
Ireland,  let  me,  in  one  word,  tell  the 
House  what  the  present  system  is.   We 
constantly  hear    it    described  as    the 
Grand  Jury  system,  from  which  any- 
body not  acquainted  with  the  actual 
machinery    and  work  would  suppose 
that  it  was  the  Grand  Jury  that  discussed 
and  initiated  all  the  work  that  was  done 
in  reference  to  county  matters  in  Ire- 
land.  Members  from  Ireland  know  that 
is  not  the  case.     The  initiative  in  no 
single  matter  connected  with  county 
administration  lies  with  the  Grand  Jury; 
it  lies  with  the  Baronial  Sessions  or  the 
County  Sessions.     These  two  bodies, 
one  representing  the  barony  and  the 
other  representing  the  county,   make 
their    financial      proposals      to      the 
Grand    Jury.        The      Grand     Jury 
have    the     power    of     rejecting     or 
accepting    them ;    they  have  not  the 
power  of  in  any  way  modifying  them. 
The    House    will    see,  then,   that    at 
present   the  counties    in  Ireland  are 
governed  by  a  Baronial  Presentment 
Session  8  and   a   County  Presentment 
Sessions  and  the  Grand  Jury  representa- 
tive of  the  county.     There  is  no  such 
thing  in   Ireland    as    the    parish    for 
administrative  purposes.    For  ecclesi- 
astical purposes  it  exists  there  as    it 
does  elsewhere.    But  the  smallest  unit 
in  existence  for  the  purpose  of  county 
administration    is    the    barony.      The 
baronies,  like  almost  all  other  units  of 
government  of  long  standing,  vary  very 
greatly  in   size.     I    think    there    are 
about   150  in  the  whole  of  Ireland. 
They  vary  from  a  very  small  popula- 
tion to  a  very  large  one — from  the  size 
of  a  ifew  parishes  to  the    size    of    a 
moderate  county.     Now,  the  Baronial 
Sessions,  as    at    present    constituted, 
consists    of    the    Magistrates    of    the 
county  and  of  certain  cesspayers  in  the 
barony  who  are  elected   by  a  method 
extremely     complicated  —  (An     Irish 
Member:  "  Selected.")  I  leave  thehon. 
Gentleman    to    define    the    difference 
between  election  and  selection.     They 
are    elected    or    selected,    whichever 
the    hon.     Gentleman    prefers,    by   a 
method  which  I  need  not  describe  to 
the  House.     It  is  extremely  cumbrous, 
and,  if  I  may  venture  to  say  so,  ex- 
tremely absurd.     The  Grand  Jury  are 
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selected  practically  by  the  Sherifl 

the    county,    and,    broadly  speak 

may  be  said  to  consist    of   23   Is 

holders  —  considerable    landholdei 

within    the    county.     It    is    to   tl 

gentlemen  that  the  administratior 

county   affairs  is  entrusted.      As 

House  knows,  in  dealing  with  Engli 

we  had  to  deal  with  a  country  in  wl 

no  area  at  all  corresponding   wit) 

barony  is  to  be  found  ;  and,  therei 

it  was  that  my  right  hon.  Friend 

President  of    the    Local    Governn 

Board    had    to     introduce     into 

English  measure  a  very  long  and  eli 

rate     set     of     provisions    setting 

District  Councils,  and  so  difficult 

elaborate  was  the  operation  founc 

be,  that  we  have  not  yet  succeeded 

obtaining  Parliamentary  time  for  ca 

ing  out   the  subordinate  part  of 

general   Local  Government  scheme 

England.      In  Ireland  we  start  i 

better  position.     The  baronial  uni 

there.     We  propose  to  retain  it,  8 

therefore,  our  Bill  would  not  merel] 

a  County  Council  Bill,  but  it  woulc 

what,  in  England,  would  be  descri 

as  a  District  Councils  Bill  also ;  an« 

will  combine,  in  one  measure,  provisi 

necessary     for     establishing     Con 

Councils,    and    for    establishing   i 

those    subordinate    Baronial  Cour 

which    will    correspond  more   or 

accurately  with  the  District  Coud 

which  we  hope  to  set  up  at  no  dist 

date    in    England.      We    follow 

English  precedent,  in  transferring 

the    County    and    Baronial    Cour 

which  we  propose  to  set  up  none 

administrative  duties,  and  leave  wh 

untouched  the  judicial  and^^asi-judi 

duties    now  entrusted  to   the   Gr 

Jury.  In  this  we  are  not  merely  pursi 

what  I  think  is  a  sound  policy,  but  ] 

suing  the  course  which  the  House 

already  thought  fit  to  adopt  both  in 

case  of  England  and  in  the   case 

Scotland.     I  may  parenthetically  ir 

tion  that  among  these  duties  which 

leave  to  the  Grand  Jury  are  all  qi 

tions  connected  with  compensation 

malicious  injuries,  or  compensation 

murdering  and  maiming  under  the  1 

Clauses  105  and  139  of  the  Grand  J 

Act.     The    members    of    the    Cou 

Council  and  of  the  Baronial  Cou 

will     be    elected     for    three     yei 

They  will  all  go  out  of  office  togetl 
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and  we  propose  to  follow  the  Scottish 

precedent    rather    than    the    English 

precedent  in  the  matter  of  Aldermen, 

and  not  to  import  into  the  Irish  system 

the  provision    which    finds    a    place 

in  the   English    Act.     The  Baronial 

Council     has    laid    upon    it,    broadly 

peaking,   the    duties  now  performed 

by  the  Baronial  Presentment  Sessions. 

The  County  Council  will  have  thrown 

upon  it,  broadly  speaking,  the  com- 
bined duties  of  the  County  Present- 
ment Sessions  and  of  the  Grand  Jury 

in  relation  to  administrative    affairs. 

Their  chief  duties,  financially,  will  no 

doubt  be  in  connection  with  the  repair, 

maintenance  and  construction  of  roads 

and  highways.     But    this  important 

difference  in  the  existing  system  will 

be  introduced  :  that  whereas  in  Ireland 

the  distinction    between   main  roads 
and  other   roads — baronial    roads   as 
they   are    called — is    not    recognised, 
we  propose  in  this  Bill  to  recognise  it. 
At  present  certain  roads,  called  post 
toads,  are  maintained  at  the  cost  half 
of  the  county  at  large,  and  half  of  the 
harony  to  which  they  belong.     Other 
toads  are  maintained  wholly   at  the 
cost  of  the  barony.    The  post  road  is 
defined  not  at  all  as  a  main  road ;  but 
a  toad  along  which  a  mail  cart  happens 
to  run — a  definition  which  evidently 
dates  from  before  railroad  times,  and 
has  no  relation  to  the  importance  of 
the  roads  to  be  dealt  with  ;   or  with 
the  propriety  of  throwing  half  the  cost 
of  its  maintenance  on  the  county,  or  the 
Whole  cost  on  the  barony.    The  County 
Council  will  have  to  decide  which  are 
main  roads,   and  which  are  baronial 
roads ;  and  as  at  present  the  baronial 
toads  will  be  supported  by  the  barony, 
the  main    roads    will    be    supported 
half    by    the    barony    and    half   out 
rf  the  rate  levied  on  the  country  at 
toge.    We  propose  in  addition  to  ad- 
ninistrative  duties  now  fulfilled  by  the 
kronial    Presentment    Sessions,    the 
Jounty,  and  Grand  Jury,  to  hand  over 
o  the  County  Councils,  if  they  should 
bet  to  accept  the  responsibility,  the 
uties  now  performed  by  the  Rural 
anitary  Authorities.     We  do  not  pro- 
see  to    make  it    obligatory  on    the 
ounty   Councils  to  take  over  these 
ities.    They  may  feel  that,    at    all 
ents  during  the  first  years  of  their  ex- 
ienoe,  they  have  not  the  administra- 
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tive    experience  which    would  justify 
them  in  taking  over  those  duties ;  but 
if  they  desired  to  take  them  over,  we 
propose  that  they  should  take  them 
over.     The  county,  it  will  be  observed, 
is  in  some  respects  far  too  large  an  area 
for  the  actual  administration  of  sanitary 
affairs,  and  in  my  earlier  draft  of  the 
Bill  I  proposed  to  give  these  sanitary 
duties  not  to  the  County  Council,  but 
to  the  Baronial  Council.     But  further 
reflection  convinced  us  that  the  barony 
was  not  a  convenient  area  in  all  proba- 
bility for  sanitary  work ;  that  it  differed 
so  profoundly  from  the  existing  sanitary 
areas  that  the  adjustment  of  existing 
burdens  between  the  two  would  be  al- 
most   impossible;  that   the   Baronial 
Council  would  contain  members  repre- 
senting the  existing  Sanitary  Authori- 
ties, but  ought  not,  of  course,  to  be 
allowed  to  vote  upon  sanitary  matters 
outside  the  area  of  the  Urban  Sanitary 
Authority  within  the  barony.     And  for 
these,  and  other  reasons,  we  came  to 
the  conclusion  that  the  County  Council 
was  the  proper  body  to  be  responsible 
for  the  general  administration  of  sani- 
tary matters,  but  that  it  should  delegate 
its    authority    to    Local    Committees 
in    convenient     areas  —  those    Com- 
mittees being  formed  out  of   County 
Councillors  and  Baronial  Councillors, 
who,   in  the  opinion  of  the    County 
Council,  most    accurately  represented 
the  interests  of  the  ratepayers  in  the 
sanitary  area  which  they  thus  delimit. 
I  will,  therefore,  only  add  now,  with 
regard  to  the  duties  of   the  County 
Council  and  the  Baronial  Council,  that, 
in  addition  to  the  administrative  work 
now  performed  by  the  Grand  Juries 
and  the  various  Presentment  Sessions, 
and  the  duties  now  performed  by  the 
Rural  Sanitary  Authorities,  these  County 
Councils  will  be  required  to  appoint 
members  of    the  Board  of  Governors 
on  the  District  Lunatic  Asylums,  in 
addition  to  those    appointed    by  the 
Lord  Lieutenant,  subject  to  this  provi- 
sion— that    the    number  of    members 
appointed    by    the    Lord    Lieutenant 
shall  in   no  case  exceed  the  number 
now  appointed  by  the  County  Councils. 
It  is,  therefore,  possible,  under  this  Bill, 
that    the    number    of    representatives 
appointed  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant  shall 
equal,  though  it  is  not  possible  that  they 
shall  ever  exceed,  the  number  of  those 
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appointed  by  the  County  Councils.  At 
present,  as  the  House  knows,  the  whole 
number  is  appointed  by  the  Lord 
Lieutenant.  The  justification  for  giving 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  this  power  to 
nominate  a  certain  number  of  Governors 
to  the  asylum  is  that  at  the  present 
moment  the  Imperial  Exchequer  pays 
one-half  the  cost  of  all  inmates  in 
these  asylums.  I  have  no  doubt  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  would  be 
delighted  to  hand  over  the  whole  affair 
to  the  County  Councils,  if  they  would 
also  take  over  the  cost. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY :  That  is  out  of 
our  own  money. 

Mr.  BALFOUR :  Nine  per  cent,  is 
Irish  money,  and  91  per  cent.  English 
and  Scottish.  They  would  also  have 
to  appoint  five  members  on  the 
Governing  Body  of  the  county  hospitals. 
They  also  have  to  appoint  the  Coroner 
for  the  county,  and  on  the  representa- 
tion of  the  Baronial  Council  the  City 
Councils  have  power  to  acquire  woods 
and  plantations.  I  ought  to  say  a  word 
upon  that  provision,  which  is  without 
analogy  in  the  English  or  Scottish  Acts. 
Those  who  have  in  their  minds  our 
Debates  last  year  on  the  Land  Pur- 
chase Act  will  recollect  it  was  pointed 
out  with  great  force  that  one  result  of 
selling  estates  to  the  tenant  occupiers 
is  that  the  woods  on  these  estates 
are  very  necessary  often  not  only  for 
the  amenity,  but  also  for  the  climate 
and  shelter  of  the  country  in  which 
they  exist.  These  woods  are  almost 
invariably  destroyed.  I  expressed  my- 
self at  the  time,  and  I  was  quite 
conscious  of  the  magnitude  of  the  evil ; 
but  it  appeared  to  me  quite  impossible 
to  remedy  it  till  we  had  a  body  who 
could  be  trusted,  and  who  had  the  funds 
to  purchase  and  power  to  manage  the 
woods.  No  such  body  existed,  and  I 
had,  therefore,  to  defer  to  the  present 
occasion  introducing  a  provision  which 
I  hope,  if  it  meet  the  approval  of  the 
House,  will  prove  extremely  useful  as 
the  operation  of  the  Land  Purchase  Act 
gradually  extends  through  the  country. 
The  next  point  on  which  the  House 
will  desire  information  has  reference  to 
the  boroughs'  relations  to  the  counties  in 
which  they  are  situated.  There  are  in 
Ireland  11  municipal  boroughs  and  two 
counties  of  towns  — 13  in  all;  and 
we  propose  to  make  these  IS  boroughs 
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of  counties  and  towns  separate  counties 
for  administrative  purposes,  and  for 
administrative  purposes  alone.  In 
other  words,  we  propose  to  hand  over 
to  them  all  the  powers  which  in  the 
county  proper  we  hand  over  to  the 
County  Council.  The  other  urban 
districts  we  do  not  propose  to  touch. 
They  will  be  merged  in,  and  be  part  of, 
for  all  county  purposes  the  counties 
in  which  they  are  situated,  while  they 
will  retain  unimpaired  all  the  powers 
given  to  them  by  law.  I  think  that  is, 
though  brief,  yet  an  adequate  account, 
broadly  speaking,  of  the  duties  and 
construction  of  the  bodies  we  propose 

Mr.  SEXTON:  Which  body— the 
County  Council,  or  the  Grand  Jury- 
will  have  charge  of  the  presentments  ? 

Mr.   A.   J.  BALFOUR:  Practically 
we      leave      the      presentments     un- 
touched, as    they  fall   altogether  out- 
side    the     area    of    county    adminis- 
tration.    That  seems  the  natural  and 
proper    course.     So     far,    I    do    not 
think  that  there  will  be    any    broad 
divergence  of  opinion  upon  the  main 
principles  of    the    system    of    county 
government  I  have  dealt  with.     I  now 
come  to  a  more  difficult  and  more  con- 
troversial matter.     I,  of  course,  have 
never  disguised  from  myself  that  there 
are   large    classes   in  Ireland   and  in 
England  who    look  with  great  alarm 
and  dread  upon  any  measure  of  the 
kind  I  have  suggested.     I  think  it  is 
only  due  to  persons  who,  whether  they 
be  right  or  wrong,  certainly  have  only 
the  general  interest  of  the  community, 
of  which  they  form  members,  at  heart, 
if  we  examine  in  a  perfectly  fair  and 
candid  spirit  the  fears  they  entertain. 
They  are  afraid  of  three  things,  broadly 
speaking.      They  are   afraid   that  the 
new  system  will  result  in  financial  ex- 
travagance   and    possibly    corruption. 
They  are  afraid  that  the  majority,  in 
counties,  where  the  majority  is  also 
very  small  and  is  often  divided  from  the 
minority  by  a  chasm  for  which  there 
is  no  parallel,  I  am   happy  to  think, 
with  English  or  Scottish  experience — 
they  think  that  that  minority  may  pos- 
sibly be  oppressed  and  plundered  by  the 
new  bodies  to  be  created;   and  they 
also  think  that  such  bodies  may  travel 
beyond  the  duties  for  which  they  were 
called  into   existence,    and  may  use 
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powers  given  to  them  by  this  House 
for  the  purpose  of  managing  their  local 
affiurs    in  order    to    carry  out  other 
objects    which,   however  excellent  in 
themselves,   cannot    be    described    as 
local.    Now,  I  should  like  to  say  a 
w>rd  upon  each  of  these  points.     I  am 
not  at  all  disposed  to  deny  that  there 
is  weight  and  force  in  the  arguments  of 
those  who  think  that  the  administra- 
tion of  the  new  County  Councils  may 
possibly,    in    certain    cases,   be    open 
to  the  oharge  of  financial  extravagance 
ind  reckless  expenditure.       Consider 
what  the  great  mass  of  the  constituents 
of  those  Councils  will  be.     There  are  a 
multitude  of  extremely  small  occupiers 
of  land  whose  total  contribution  to  the 
County  Council  very  often  does  not 
exceed  Is.  or  8d.  or  even  4d.     If  you 
look  down,  as  I  have  done,  the  roll  of 
cesspayers     in     some    of   the    Welsh 
counties,  you  will  see  multitudes  who 
pay  sums  as  small,   and  even  smaller, 
than  those   I  have  mentioned.     It  is 
also  true,  and  must  pot  be  forgotten, 
that  unhappily  the  economic  history  of 
Ireland     has     compelled     successive 
Governments,    at  different  times,    to 
start  in  certain  districts  public  works 
which  would  not  otherwise  have  been 
started,   for  the  purpose  of  providing 
employment  and  relief.      The  idea  of 
relief  works,  therefore,  is  unhappily  too 
familiar  to  the  mind  of  a  numerically 
yery  large  proportion  of  the  population 
in  some  of    these   Western  Districts. 
The  man  who  pays  8d.  or  4d.  a  year  to 
the  county  cess,  but  who  on  a  new 
toad  started  in  his  district  might  ex- 
pect to  earn  8s.  or  10s.   a  week  for 
certain  work  in    the  winter  months, 
evidently,  though  he  be  a  contributor 
to  the  County  rates,  has  inadequate 
motive  for  economy  in  their  adminis- 
tration.    They  have  only  to  give  notice 
to  the  council  on  any  terms  whatever 
to  start  roads  or  new  works  of   any 
sort  within  reach  of  their  homes,  and 
they  will  or  may  gain  infinitely  more 
by  the  starting  of  such  works  than  they 
could  ever  hope  to  gain  by  the  most 
economical  administration.      I  think 
the  House  will  feel  that,  under  these 
circumstances,  it  is  not  only  desirable, 
but  absolutely  necessary,  to  take  some 
precaution    that   capital    expenditure 
shall  not  be  recklessly  indulged  in.    A 
great  many  suggestions  have  been  made 


to  carry  out  that  object,  and  every  kind 
of    elaborate  plan    has    been  brought 
under  my  notice.    It  has  been  suggested 
that    the   County   Council    should  be 
divided  into  an  upper  and  lower  house 
— the     upper    house  representing  the 
larger  ratepayers,  the  lower  house  re- 
presenting the  smaller.      It  has  been 
suggested    that   all  the  smaller  rate- 
payers of   the  county  cess  should  be 
excluded  from  the  franchise.  It  has  been 
suggested  that  there  should  be  a  larger 
number  of    ex-officio  members  placed 
upon  the  County  Council,  by  whioh  the 
proceedings    of    that  body  would   be 
more  or  less  controlled.       I  reject  all 
these  expedients.      I  think  they  belong 
to    the    character    of    artificial    safe- 
guards, which  cannot  in  the  nature  of 
things  stand.      I  also  believe  that  they 
will  be    wholly  inoperative    to  carry 
out   the  effects  for  which  they  were 
designed.      After  all,  we  cannot  have 
a  better  object  lesson  in  this  matter 
than     the    case     of    the  Boards    of 
Guardians  in   Ireland.      The  Boards 
of    Guardians    in    Ireland    are    com- 
posed of  one  half  Magistrates  and  one 
half  of  members  elected  on  a  plan  by 
which  great    preponderance   is    given 
to  the  votes  of  the  larger  ratepayers. 
I  do  not  think  that  anyone  acquainted 
with     Irish     administration    will   say 
that  this  scheme  has  succeeded  with 
Boards  of  Guardians ;   I  cannot  con- 
ceive it  to  be  any  better  in  the  case  of 
County  Councils.      Therefore  I  reject 
unhesitatingly    all    these  plans  which 
have    no    precedent    in    England    or 
Scotland,  and  would  be  irritating  with- 
out   being     effectual,     and    certainly 
would  not  stand  against  hostile  critioism. 
One  exception  only,    perhaps,   I  can 
make,   and  that  is,  that  in    the  first 
County  Council  elected  under  this  Bill 
there  shall  be  four  ex  officio  members — 
the    Lieutenant    and    Sheriff    of    the 
County,  a  nominee  of  the  Grand  Jury, 
a  nominee  of  the  Comity  Presentment 
Sessions,  and  on  the  first  Baronial  Coun- 
cil a  nominee  of  the  Baronial  Present- 
ment Session.     This  is,  with  a  slight 
exception,  in  strict  accordance  with  the 
Scotch  Bill.     This,  I  believe,  will  be  a 
convenience     to    the     newly  -  elected 
Council,  as  they  will  be  well  acquainted 
with  the  business.     I  do  not  anticipate 
from  any  quarter  of  the  House  that  the 
proposal  will  receive  serious  criticism. 
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I  have  told  the  House  the  schemes 
which  we  will  not  accept  with  regard 
to  the  constitution  of  the  County 
Council,  and  the  franchise  by  which  it  is 
to  be  elected,  and  the  mode  by  which 
its  proceedings  are  to  be  controlled. 
Let  me  now  explain  what  are  the  plans 
which  the  Government  accepted  in 
these  matters.  We  propose  that  the 
franchise  for  the  County  Council  shall 
be  identical  with  the  franchise  for 
the  Baronial  Council,  and  that  both 
shall  be  identical  with  the  Parliamentary 
franchise,  with  this  exception,  that  it 
will  include  women  and  peers.  It  will 
exolude  persons  otherwise  qualified  to 
vote  at  Parliamentary  elections  who 
have  not  paid  their  county  cess,  and  it 
will  exclude  illiterates.  That  franchise 
will,  of  course,  be  extended  to  all  the 
municipal  towns  which  we  turn  into 
counties  for  administrative  purposes, 
with  the  exception  that,  as  a  precedent 
is  set  in  the  cases  of  Dublin  and  Belfast, 
and  as  the  conditions  governing  urban 
society  differ  profoundly  from  those 
prevailing  in  rural  societies,  we  do  not 
propose  to  depart  from  the  practice 
which  we  have  already  set  up  in  the 
cases  of  the  two  towns  I  have  just 
mentioned. 

Mr.  SEXTON  :  What  practice  ? 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  We  do  not 

Sropose  in  regard  to  municipalities  to 
eal  with  either  illiterates,  peers,  or 
women. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HBALY :  Do  you  mean 
that  the  new  franchise  will  be  the 
Belfast  franchise  ? 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  Practically, 
it  will  be. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  That  is  not  the 
Parliamentary  franchise. 

Mr,  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  It  is  not 
Parliamentary,  but  it  is  substantially 
the  Parliamentary  franchise. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY:  Belfast  has 
only  8,000  electors. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  That  is  a 
question  I  will  not  argue  now.  It  is 
our  desire  to  assimilate  all  the  boroughs 
in  Ireland  to  the  franchise  in  England 
and  Scotland,  although,  no  doubt,  some 
minute  differences  may  have  to  be  set 
up.  So  much  for  the  franchise  to  elect 
the  County  Council.  It  will  be  noticed 
that  by  setting  up  that  franchise  we 
sweep  away  altogether  the  whole  class 
of  precautions  that  have  been  suggested 
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for  the  protection  of  minorities  and 
the  wealthy  ratepayers.     Now  comes 
the  question,  How?are  we  to  deal  with 
these  difficulties  ?  ~  We  think  that  in 
Ireland  we  ought  to  depart  from  the 
precedents  set  in  England  and  Scot- 
land, and  that  we  ought  to  have  some 
kind  of  minority  vote.     I  do  not  think 
this  House  will  require  to  be  told  that 
the  conditions  of  Ireland  are  such  that, 
if    you     set    up    single-member    con- 
stituencies, as  you  have  done  in  Eng- 
land    and    Scotland,    the     minority, 
whether  it  be  a  Protestant  minority  in 
the  South,  or  a  Catholic  minority  in 
the  North,  will  probably  have  no  chance 
of  any  representation  whatever.    Here 
and  there  it  might  be  that   men  of 
particular  political  complexion  or  re- 
ligious creeds  might  be  gathered  together 
in  small  communities  sufficiently  power- 
ful to  return  one  or  two  members  to 
the  County  Council.    But  looking  to 
Ireland  as  a  whole — and  I  have  investi- 
gated this  question  with    such    care 
as  is  in  my  power — I  have  not  the 
slightest  doubt  that  if  you  attempt  to 
elect  your  Councillors  upon  the'system 
of    single-member    constituencies  yon 
will  commit  a  most  grievous  injustice 
to  the  minority,  and  absolutely  exclude 
them  from  any  share  or  chance  of  even 
raising  their  voices    in    the    Council, 
which  is  the  body   to  manage  their 
local  affairs.     The  plan  of  the  Govern- 
ment  is    to    make    each    barony  for 
baronial    purposes   a    single   electoral 
division.     If  there  are  to  be  ten  mem- 
bers for  a  given  barony  it  will  form  * 
single  electoral  unit,  and  the  members 
will  be  elected  by  minority  representa- 
tion.    The  county,  for  county  purpose* 
will  be  divided  into  electoral  divisions; 
these  divisions  will  probably  not  all  be 
of  the  same  size.    It  would  be  im- 
possible to  frame  them  so,  but  we  shall 
form  them  to  be  as  nearly  the  same 
size,  and  to  return  somewhere  about  lfi 
in    each  electoral  division.     We  have 
two  sets  of  elections  to  deal  with — foi 
Baronial  Councils  and  for  County  Coun- 
cils. So  far  as  Baronial  Councils  are  con- 
cerned, we  consider  the  barony  not  t< 
be  too    large  an   area  to   be   a   con* 
venient  electoral  unit  for  baronial  pur- 
poses,  and  all  members  of  it  will  b< 
elected  in  one  electoral  district.    The 
county,  we  think,  on  the  other  hand 
is  too  large  an  area  for  one  electoral 
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division,  and  we  propose,  therefore,  to 
divide  it  into  electoral  divisions,  each 
electoral  division  returning  a  number 
which  I  will  call  15,  although,  of  course, 
in  many  cases  it  must  be  less,  and  in 
some,  perhaps,  more.  The  mode  of 
minority  election  we  have  put  in  the 
Bill  is  not,  in  my  opinion,  the  best,  but 
it  is  the  one  most  familiar  to  English 
legislation  and  practice — that  already  in 
force  in  School  Board  elections.  I  do  not 
think  it  the  best ;  but  I  do  think  it  is 
very  easily  worked  and  understood,  and 
there  are  very  great  advantages  in 
doing  a  stupid  thing  which  has 
been  done  before,  instead  of  doing  a 
wise  thing  that  has  never  been  done 
before.  I  will  observe  to  the  House  on 
this  subject  that  the  objections  which, 
no  doubt,  have  been  felt  to  the 
working  of  the  School  Board  system  in 
England  will  not,  I  think,  apply  to  the 
same  extent  in  Ireland,  because,  as  I 
\m  informed — I  have  no  personal  ex- 
perience, but  those  who  have  personal 
xperience  tell  me — that  the  great  diffi- 
ulty  in  School  Board  elections  is  to 
et  exactly  the  full  value  for  the  votes, 
rhich  are  tolerably  equally  divided 
etween  the  two  parties.  The  denomi- 
ational  "party  may  have  a  right  to  ten 
epresentatives,  and  the  undenomi- 
national to  six,  and  the  difficulty  is  so  to 
aanage  their  voting  powers  as  to  get 
•xactly  their  full  amount  on  the  Board. 
Chat  is  not  the  kind  of  difficulty  which 
•ill  occur  in  Ireland.  What  we  want 
to  do  is  to  give  a  minority,  even  a  small 
one,  adequate  representation  on  the 
County  Council ;  and  I  think  certain 
tough  justice  will,  on  the  whole,  be 
done  by  the  scheme  which  we  ask  the 
House  to  accept.  That  is  the  way  in 
which  we  propose,  not  to  protect 
minorities,  but  to  give  them  a  voice  in 
fte  proceedings  of  the  County  Council. 
I  am  perfectly  well  aware  that  if 
you  are  a  minority,  and  especially 
1  very  small    one,     it   may    be    im- 

e»ible  merely  by  argument  to 
il  with  those  who  are  acting 
oppressively.  Therefore,  I  do  not  now 
Pretend,  and  I  never  have  pretended, 
that  this  giving  the  minorities  a  ohancc 
°f  representation  is  to  be  regarded  as 
adequate  protection  of  their  rights  and 
interests.  In  order  to  do  that,  other 
provisions  have  been  made,  and  the 
first  of  these  provisions  is  the  right  of 


traverse.  I  will  remind  the  House,  or 
that  part  of  the  House  not  acquainted 
with  the  right  of  traverse,  that  there  is 
at  this  moment,  by  Grand  Jury  Law, 
a  right  of  any  ratepayer  to  traverse  a 
presentment  before  a  Judge  and  jury, 
and  that  right  I  shall  propose  to  pre- 
serve. Slight  modifications  will  have 
to  be  introduced  into  it,  but  it  is  suffi- 
cient to  say  that  the  right  of  traverse 
is  maintained  in  this  Bill.  The  other 
safeguard  against  financial  corruption 
or  oppression  is  one  entirely  peculiar 
to  this  Bill,  and  has  no  precedent  in 
existing  Irish,  or  English,  or  Scotch 
legislation.  We  think  that  it  is  not 
absolutely  impossible,  though  we  hope 
and  believe  the  possibility  is  a  remote 
one,  that  County  Councils  might,  under 
certain  circumstances,  use  the  powers 
given  by  the  Bill  for  the  oppression  of 
small  minorities.  We  think  it  possible, 
remotely  possible  —  not,  I  trust,  pro- 
bable— that  they  may  be  guilty  of  wilful 
and  persistent  corruption,  and  we  think 
that  it  is  impossible  to  look  at  the 
history  of  Ireland  in  the  past  without 
thinking  that  these  dangers,  remote 
though  they  be,  have  a  reality  in  Ire- 
land which  they  have  not,  never  have 
had,  and  I  venture  to  say  never  can 
have,  in  either  England  or  Scotland. 
Hon.  Gentlemen  may  differ  from  me  as 
to  the  facts ;  but  if  the  facts  be  as  I  say, 
and  I  do  not  think  any  impartial  in- 
vestigation into  Irish  history  can  deny 
it — I  am  not  disposed  to  blame  the  Irisn 
people  for  it — it  will  be  admitted  that 
that  condition  of  things  has  arisen  out 
of  historical  causes,  amongst  which  we, 
the  people  of  the  United  Kingdom, 
must  take  our  full  share  of  blame. 
Well,  I  admit  that  we  have  not  to  look 
to  the  history  of  the  past,  but  at  the 
facts  of  the  present ;  and  if  the  facts 
of  the  present  are  as  I  have  said, 
it  is  clearly  necessary  to  provide 
machinery  in  Ireland  which  we  have 
not  found  necessary  in  England  or 
Scotland.  The  question  now  arises, 
What  that  machinery  will  be?  The 
House  is  aware  that  under  the  existing 
law  governing  Poor  Law  administration 
it  is  in  the  power  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board,  in  cases  of  malversation, 
to  dissolve  a  Board  of  Guardians,  and 
substitute  paid  guardians  for  them.  I 
do  not  think  the  Local  Government 
Board  is  either  strong  enough  or,  in 
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other  respects,  well  enough  informed,  to 
deal  with  such  bodies  as  the  County 
Councils  and  Baronial  Councils  ;  and  in- 
stead of  attempting  to  throw  either  on 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  or  the  Privy 
Council,  or  the  Local  Government 
Board,  the  power  of  dissolving  a 
County  Council,  we  have  adopted  a 
plan  not  open,  I  think,  to  the  objections 
which  might  be  urged  against  all  the 
schemes  I  have  just  adverted  to. 
Under  the  Bill,  on  application  being 
made  by  20  cesspayers  of  the  county 
to  a  Judge  of  Assize  for  leave  to  petition 
for  the  removal  of  the  Council  of  the 
county  or  barony,  on  the  ground  that 
the  Council  has  been  guilty  of  per- 
sistent disobedience  to  the  law,  or  of 
corruption,  or  of  malversation,  or  of 
oppression,  the  Judge,  if  a  prima  facie 
case  be  shown,  shall  give  leave ;  and 
when  the  Petition  is  presented,  the 
Judges  on  the  rota  of  Election  Petitions 
are  to  try  it  like  an  Election  Petition ; 
and  if  they  find  the  Council  guilty,  the 
Councillors  then  in  office  are  to  be  re- 
moved, and  their  places  filled  up  by  per- 
sons only  approved  by  the  Lord 
Lieutenant.  (Laughter.)  If  I  may 
gather  from  the  uproarious  laughter  of 
the  right  hon.  Member  for  Derby,  this  is 
a  suggestion  which  affords  him  peculiar 
and  unmixed  enjoyment.  I  gather 
also  from  signs  in  the  House  that  it 
does  not  meet  with  universal  approval 
upon  the  other  side  of  the  House,  and 
I  refrain  at  the  present  moment  from 
arguing  our  view  of  the  case,  which  I 
shall  have  no  difficulty  in  defending 
when  the  proper  time  comes.    These 

Sowers  given  to  the  Election  Petition 
udges  are  certainly  not  greater  than 
the  power  they  have  already,  which  is 
practically  that  of  disfranchising  a  con- 
stituency ;  and  these  powers  are  never  to 
be  exercised,  except  in  the  cases  I  have 
specified — of  persistent  disobedience, 
corruption,  or  oppression.  Now,  of 
course,  it  may  be  open  to  hon. 
Gentlemen  to  say  no  Irish  County 
Council  could  ever  be  guilty  of  either 
malversation  or  oppression,  and  if  they 
never  are  guilty,  of  course  the  provision 
in  the  Bill  will  remain  a  dead  letter. 
Supposing  the  impossible  case  of  mal- 
versation is  proved,  do  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite  desire  that  it  should  go  on  un- 
punished? Do  they  desire  that  the 
powers  given  to  the  County  Council  for 
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certain  purposes  should  be  deliberately 
used  by  them  for  the  purpose  of  oppress- 
ing the  minority  ? 

Mr.  M.  KENNY :  What  about  Eng- 
land ?    Are  we  not  as  good  as  you  ? 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  If  there  be  in 
the  mind  of  any  Member  of  this  House 
the  idea  that  oppression  is  possible,  it 
is  the  bounden  duty  of  this  House  to 
provide  that  it  should  be  remedied ;  and 
for  my  own  part,  without  venturing  to 
foresee  what  the  judgment  of  the  House 
may  be,  I  say  that  if  you  will  examine 
the  history  of  Irish  controversy  in  the 
last  ten  years,  leaving  out  its  previous 
record,  you  will  find  ample  material  to 
show  that  dangers  exist  in  that  country 
which  do  not  exist  in  England  ana 
Scotland,   and    the   House    would  be 
guilty  of  the  gravest  dereliction  of  duty 
unless    it    provided  ample  protection 
against  these  evils.   There  is  one  other, 
and,  I  think,  a  much  more  important 
safeguard.    I  am  disposed  to  think, 
especially  if  a  plan  like  that  I  have 
suggested    be    adopted,    no    County 
Council    will   venture    to    abuse    its 
powers.    That  I  believe,  but  I  do  not 
believe  with  the  same  confidence  that 
it  may  not  indulge  in  reckless  expendi- 
ture of  the  kind  I  have  indicated,  in 
the  shape  of  unnecessary  roads  and 
unnecessary  works,  and  I  think  some- 
thing should  be  done  to  deal  with  that 
peculiar  peril.     Here  I  follow  out  the 
analogy,  as  nearly  as  may  be,  of  the 
Scotch  Act.      The  Scotch  Act  provides 
that  as  the  owners  of  land  have  an 
interest  in  the  ultimate  incidence  of  the 
votes,  as  great  or  even  greater  than  the 
occupier,  they  should  have  some  share 
in  declaring  what  capital  expenditure, 
as  distinguished  from  current  expendi- 
ture, should  or  should  not  be  permitted. 
If  hon.  Gentlemen  will  make  themselves 
acquainted  with  the  mode  of  procedure 
of  the  Fair  Bent  Commissioners ;  if 
they  will  look  at  the  schedule  which  is 
given  to  the  sub-Commissioners  for  the 
purpose  of  enabling  them  to  fix  fair 
rents,  they  can  see  that  the  amount  of 
county  cess  is,  as   it  ought  to  be,  an 
element  taken  into  account  in  determin- 
ing fair  rent.    Fair  rents  are    to  be 
fixed  every  15  years,  and    every  16 
years  the  tenants  can  throw  on  the 
owner  of  the  land  the  whole  of  the 
county   cess   payable   at   that    date. 
Therefore,  although  he  is  not  directly  a 
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oesspayer,  he  is  deeply  interested  in 
the  economical  management  of  county 
affairs,  as  far  as  capital  expendi- 
ture and  loans  are  concerned.  The 
Scotch  Act  provides  that  there 
shall  be  seven  nominees  of  what  in 
Scotland  are  called  heritors,  seven 
nominees  of  Commissioners  of  Sup- 
ply, Beven  of  the  County  Council, 
ud  the  Sheriff  of  the  County,  and 
that  this  body  shall  have  control 
o?er  the  capital  expenditure  and 
charges  of  a  permanent  character. 
Unfortunately,  we  have  no  official  in 
Ireland  corresponding  to  the  Scotch 
Sheriff;  I  wish  we  had.  But  I  have 
[  not  been  able  to  find,  or,  so  far,  to  create 
ft  corresponding  personage,  and  I  have 
pot  upon  this  Joint  Committee  the 
Sheriff  of  the  County.  I  am  not  wholly 
satisfied  with  the  substitution,  but  I 
may  be  able  to  devise  some  expedient 
more  satisfactory  to  my  own  mind. 
The  principal  question  is  the  construc- 
tion of  the  Joint  Committee,  the  consent 
of  which  we  propose  should  be  obtained 
to  capital  expenditure  on  roads,  new 
offices,  in  addition  to  those  sanctioned 
by  the  Local  Government  Board,  and 
for  all  purposes  of  a  similar  kind.  It 
is  framed,  apart  from  the  Sheriff, 
exactly  on  the  model  of  the  Scotch  Act 
— seven  nominees  of  the  Grand  Jury, 
and  seven  of  the  County  Council.  It 
may  not  be  good  enough  for  Ireland, 
bat  it  has  been  found  quite  good  enough 
for  Scotland.  It  will  be  only  necessary 
for  me  to  add,  in  order  to  explain  the 
provisions  of  the  Bill,  that  the  present 
secretaries  of  Grand  Juries  follow  the 
English  and  Scotch  analogy,  being  at 
the  service  of  the  Joint  Committee, 
and  will  also  have  to  act  officially  to 
both  the  County  Council  and  the  Joint 
Committee ;  will  be  appointed  by  the 
County  Council,  and  will  not  be  dis- 
misaible  except  with  the  consent  of 
the  Joint  Committee,  and  that  the  rights 
of  existing  officers  are  provided  for; 
and  that,  of  course,  the  County 
Council  is  given,  in  the  appointment 
of  future  officers,  absolute  power  both 
in  regard  to  appointments,  applications, 
and  dismissals.  There  is  only  one 
more  danger  which  I  have  heard 
adverted  to  by  critics  of  a  Local 
Government  Bill  for  Ireland.  They 
tell  ns — these  critics  that  I  allude 
to    tell  us  that  the  County  Council  can 


be,  and  will  be,  made  the  centre  of  some 
political  agitation ;  that  it  can  be,  and 
will  be,  used  as  an  instrument  not  for 
looking  after  rates  or  for  dealing  with 
sanitary  questions,  but  to  further  the 
particular  views  of  a  particular  Party 
in  Ireland.  Well,  Sir,  I  confess  I 
have  exercised  my  imagination  as 
far  as  I  could  to  discover  how 
this  danger  would  arise,  and  I 
am  utterly  unable  to  see  it.  I  do 
not  doubt  that  the  County  Councils 
like  other  Boards  in  Ireland,  and  like 
Boards  in  England  too,  may  occasion- 
ally pass,  and  very  likely  will  pass,  ex- 
tremely foolish  resolutions  ;  that  they 
will  forward  these  resolutions  to  the 
Government  of  the  day ;  that  they  will 
be  quoted  in  this  House;  and  that, 
whatever  weight  can  be  attached  to 
them,  and  whatever  assistance  can  be 
drawn  from  them,  will  be  freely  availed 
of  by  hon.  Gentlemen  holding  the  same 
opinions  as  the  majority  party  who  are 
members  of  the  County  Council.  But 
I  cannot,  for  the  life  of  me,  understand 
how  that  can  affect,  for  good  or  evil, 
the  prospects  of  any  particular  measure 
to  be  discussed  in  this  House.  It  may 
be — I  hope  it  will  not  be,  but  it  may 
be — that  these  County  Councils  will  be 
elected  on  political  lines.  If  so,  un- 
doubtedly the  majority  of  these  County 
Councils  will  be  of  the  same  complexion 
as  the  Parliamentary  Eepresentatives  of 
that  particular  county;  but  how  the 
voice  of  the  County  Councils  will  add 
anything  to  the  weight  of  the  elected 
Member  of  Parliament  I  am  utterly 
unable  to  understand.  The  elected 
Member  of  Parliament  is  elected 
to  express  the  political  views  of  his 
constituents.  He  does  so  with  an 
authority  which  no  one  can  gainsay  in 
this  House.  But  the  County  Council 
is  elected  for  entirely  different  purposes, 
and  this  House  would  look  not  to  it, 
but  to  the  Members  of  Parliament,  for 
an  expression  of  the  political  views  of 
the  county  itself.  I  cannot  help  thinking 
that  those  gentlemen  who  fear 
that  in  passing  this  Bill  for  Local 
Government  in  Ireland  we  are  not 
passing  a  measure  for  Local  Govern- 
ment in  Ireland,  but  that  we  are  pass- 
ing a  measure  which  is  to  be  used  as 
a  stepping-stone  to  something  which 
has  nothing  to  do,  which  will  have 
nothing  to  do,  with  Local  Government, 


?19         Local  Government  {COMMONS} 


(Ireland)  Bill 


are  disquieting  themselves  in  vain. 
I  do  not  believe,  whatever  dangers 
or  difficulties  may  attach  to  the 
establishment  of  a  system  of  Local 
Government  in  Ireland,  that  that 
particular  danger  is  one  of  them,  and  I 
would  venture  to  ask  those  gentlemen 
who  criticise  the  Bill  from  that  point 
of  view  to  argue  out  in  their  own 
minds  what  is  the  exact  nature  of  the 
danger  which  they  fear.  If  they  do,  I 
am  convinced  they  will  come  to 
the  conclusion  that  the  danger  has  no 
existence  outside  their  own  imagination. 
I  have  explained  to  the  House,  I 
hope  with  lucidity  and  at  greater 
length  than  I  had  hoped  to  have 
done,  all  the  complex  principles  of  this 
measure. 

An  hon.  Member  (on  the  Irish 
Benches) :  What  about  the  police  ? 

Another  hon.  Member  :  What  about 
the  rfttftfl  ? 

Mr.  MAURICE  HEALY :  What 
about  the  Sanitary  Authorities  ? 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  The  Police 
I  do  not  touch  The  incidence  of 
rates  remains  as  it  is;  the  Sanitary 
Authorities  are  not  touched ;  *  the 
Sanitary  Committees  appointed  in 
the  urban  sanitary  districts  are 
not  touched  at  all.  I  have  nothing, 
I  think,  to  add  to  the  outline  I  have 
given  to  the  House.  I  hope  the  House 
will  wait  until  they  see  that  outline  filled 
in  in  detail;  and  hon.  Members  will 
wait  until  they  have  the  Bill  in  their 
hands.  It  is  for  the  most  part  drawn 
up  on  the  line  of  the  English  and 
Scotch  Bill,  and  the  far  greater  part 
they  will  find  in  one  or  other  of  these 
Bills,  not  only  the  model  for  the  pro- 

Eosals  which  we  have  adopted, 
ut  also  the  very  words  in  which 
they  are  quoted  in  the  parent 
measures.  I  do  not  know,  Sir,  that 
I  need  say  anything  upon  the  general 
question  of  Local  Government  in  Ire- 
land. I  have  been  accused  of  showing 
a  vast  indifference  to  my  own  proposals, 
and  I  have  been  accused  of  cynicism  in 
my  remarks  in  regard  to  them,  though 
I  do  not  know  what  that  accusation 
means.  I  have  always  said  upon  this 
subject  exactly  what  I  think.  I  have 
not  pretended,  nor  do  I  pretend  now, 
to  say  that  either  this  Bill,  or  any 
other  Bill  dealing  with  County  Coun- 
cils, is  likely  to  regenerate  Ireland. 

Mr.  A.  /.  Balfour 


I  do  not  believe  that,  under  the 
bodies,  county  affairs  will  in  Ire 
be  administered  more  economi 
or  more  independently ;  but  ] 
most  sincerely  think  that  the  exe 
of  these  duties  of  County  Cou 
are  a  right  which  the  Irish 
payer  has  a  claim  to,  after  wha 
been  done  in  England  and  Scot 
I  also  believe  that  at  the  first, 
in  the  long  run,  the  effect  of  a  I 
this  kind  will  be  to  bring  the 
ous  classes  in  Ireland  more  togethe 
associate  them  more  for  a  con 
object.  While  I  have  provided  ir 
Bill  for  a  condition  of  Irish  so< 
which  has  little  or  no  parallel  o 
Ireland,  I  refuse  to  believe  that 
condition  is  likely  to  be  ete 
and,  as  time  operates  upon 
wounds  that  have  been  seared 
the  face  of  Ireland,  I  hope — I  belie 
that  we  may  find  the  representatr 
rich  and  poor,  the  landlords  an< 
occupiers,  the  large  cesspayer  anc 
small  cesspayer,  the  Protestant  an* 
Catholic,  meeting  together  as  in 
land  and  Scotland,  and,  irrespecti 
their  political  differences,  workin, 
in  common,  for  their  own  good 
administration  of  their  own  dist 
If  that  be  the  result  of  this 
it  will  be  a  valuable  result, 
not  pretend  to  class  this  measu 
importance  with  other  Irish  mea 
of  which  I  have  had  the  conduct 
which  this  House  has  passed  into 
I  do  not  think  it  is  nearly  so  impo 
for  the  administration  of  justice 
example,  as  the  Criminal  Law  Proa 
Act,  nor  that  it  is  so  important  fc 
amelioration  of  the  condition  o: 
country  as  the  Railway  Bill ;  I  d< 
think  that  it  is  of  the  same  impor 
as  measures  dealing  with 
congested  districts.  I  do  not 
that  it  will  substitute  for  a 
state  of  society  a  good  stab 
society,  which  I  trust,  in  the  long 
the  Land  Purchase  Bill  will  substi 
but,  although  I  do  not 
it  in  importance  with  any  of 
measuresi — for  I  do  not  anticipate 
it  any,  so  far  as  Ireland  is  oonoe 
of  the  advantages  which  she  ha 
rived  from  any  of  the  four  Bi 
which  I  have  referred — yet  the 
holding  of  it  from  Ireland,  after  g 
it    to  England    and    Scotland,  i 
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have  the  effect  of  giving  the  people  of 
Ireland  ground  for  the  declaration 
that  they  are  not  treated  with  equal 
justice;  and  for  that  reason  I  think  the 
effect  of  it  will  be,  not  to  widen,  but 
to  help  to  heal,  the  prejudices  which 
unfortunately  exist  in  Ireland,  and  for 
these  reasons  I  urge  it  earnestly  upon 
the  attention  of  the  House. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

"That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for 
■■ending  the  I*w  relating  to  Local  Oovern- 
nent  in  Ireland,  and  for  other  purposes  con- 
Meted  therewith." 

(5.40.)  Mr.  JOHN  MORLEY  (New- 
castle-upon-Tyne) :  Mr.  Speaker,  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  no  reason 
whatever  to  apologise  to  the  House  for 
be  manner  in  which  he  has  intro- 
duced the  Bill.  The  Bill  could  not 
have  been  presented  to  the  House 
with  greater  clearness,  with  more 
lucidity,  or  with  more  admirable  frank- 
ness. It  is  the  first  time  that  any 
Minister,  in  any  country,  has  prefaced 
the  introduction  of  a  Bill  for  extending 
Local    Government    with  an    avowed 

rference  for  a  Coercion  Act.  Now, 
confess  that  I  am  disappointed  in 
the  Bill.  Our  position — the  position  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
far  Midlothian  and  the  rest  of  us — has 
practically  been  from  the  very  first  to 
welcome  any  measure  pointing  in  a 
liberal  conciliatory  direction  towards 
the  people  of  Ireland  without  compro- 
mising or  abandoning  our  own  firm  opin- 
ion, which  is,  that  reform  of  county  and 
idministrative  bodies  is  hopelessly  in- 
nfficient  to  meet  either  the  constitu- 
tional demands  or  the  social  require- 
ments of  Ireland.  And  our  opin- 
ion further  is,  that,  unless  your 
plan  of  reformation  is  constructed  on 
m  almost  unattainable  scale,  it  will  not 
been,  but  that  it  will  increase  the 
difficulties  of  better  government  in 
Ireland.      Though     we     hold     these 

r'ons,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
Member  for  Midlothian,  in 
a  very  early  stage  in  the  existence  of 
the  present  Parliament,  expressly  ad- 
mitted that  the  Government  might  be 
expected  to  bring  in  a  Bill  of  this  kind. 
I  now,  to-night,  admit  that  the  Govern- 
ment have  a  full  right  to  ask  us,  at  this 
stage,  at  any  rate,  to  examine  their 
proposals  as  they  stand,  and  on  their 
merits,  with  a  view  for  the  special  objects 


and  ends  which  they  have  set  out  for 
themselves  in  framing  that  measure, 
and  independently  of  the  value  of  this 
measure  as  an  alternative  policy  to 
Home  Rule.  We  admit  the  truth  of 
that.  The  Government  have  a  right, 
in  the  first  instance,  to  invite  us  to 
discuss  that  measure  from  their  own 
starting-point — namely,  that  it  is  not 
desirable,  in  their  judgment,  to  trust 
the  people  of  Ireland  with  a 
central  elective  authority ;  but  that 
it  is  desirable,  and  that  it  is 
safe  to  entrust  local  representative 
bodies — this  I  take  to  be  the  first 
principle — to  entrust  local  represen- 
tative bodies  with  the  same  powers 
as  has  been  conferred  upon  local  re- 
presentative bodies  in  England.  (Hear, 
hear!)  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
assents  I  see  to  that.  Has  he  carried 
that  principle  out  ?  I  will  examine 
it  in  a  moment.  I  may  observe 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
remonstrances  as  to  surprise  being  felt 
that  the  Government  should  bring  in  a 
Bill  of  this  kind  does  not  concern  us, 
because  they  were  remonstrances  ad- 
dressed to  his  own  followers,  and  to  his 
followers  upon  this  side  of  the 
House.  I  think  his  remonstrances 
were  unreasonable.  It  is  an  un- 
reasonable thing  for  a  Govern- 
ment, whose  Chief  has  just  denounced  a 
people,  as  representing,  by  their  ma- 
jority, the  most  backward  and  least 
civilised  portion  of  the  community — it 
is  rather  an  extraordinary  thing  that  the 
same  Government  should  bring  forward 
a  measure  for  performing  the  operation 
proposed  in  this  Bill.  It  is  an  extra- 
ordinary thing  too  that  Local  Govern- 
ment should  be  taken  as  the  legitimate 
crowning  of  an  edifice,  whose  founda- 
tions are  laid  in  coercion,  and  in 
exceptionally  repressive  legislation. 
The  two  orders  of  architecture 
are  indeed  widely  different,  the  order 
of  the  foundation  and  the  order 
of  the  column  itself  are  widely  different, 
and  I  do  not  see  how  they  can  be 
reconciled,  the  one  with  the  other. 
This  is  not  the  time  for  those  per- 
plexing debates,  and  I  have  no  desire 
to  pursue  them  in  the  presence  of  a 
policy  which  could  only  be  sound  on 
the  condition  that  all  the  things  that 
have  been  stated  from  those  Benches 
opposite  for  the  last  six  years  about 
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the  condition  of  Ireland  are  un- 
sound and  untrue.  The  question 
that  we  have  to  ask  ourselves  in 
examining  the  proposals  of  the  Govern- 
ment are  of  an  entirely  different  kind. 
We  have  to  ask  ourselves,  taking 
their  own  starting-point,  whether 
the  Bill  is  a  Bill  constructed  on 
the  lines  of  English  and  Scotch 
Local  Government ;  we  have  to  ask 
ourselves  whether  it  fulfils  the  only 
object  for  which  local  representative 
bodies  were  created  in  England  and 
Scotland,  and  the  only  object  for  which 
they  can  be  desired  in  Ireland ;  we 
have  to  ask  ourselves  whether  it  does 
fulfil,  or  is  likely  to  fulfil,  the  objects 
of  local  self-government,  or  whether 
it  does  confer  local  self-govern- 
ment substantially  in  any  sense  that 
makes  it  worth  anything ;  or  whether 
it  is  not  likely  to  produce  administra- 
tive confusion,  and  increase  local  dis- 
organization in  Ireland  ?  I  admit  the 
reasonableness  of  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman's claim,  that  we  should  not  pass 
judgment  until  we  have  seen  the  Bill 
in  print.  I  accept  that,  and  I  do  not 
propose  to  enter  into  any  details  except 
one  or  two  remarks  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  in  regard  to  the  measure 
that  has  been  laid  before  the  House. 
We  have  been  able,  thanks  to  the  very 
lucid  way  in  which  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman laid  down  the  lines  of  his  pro- 
posal, to  disentangle  the  main  principle 
upon  which  the  Bill  has  been  con- 
structed ;  and  that  is  all,  at  this  stage, 
that  is  necessary  for  the  House  to  do, 
or  that  it  usually  does.  We,  on  this 
occasion,  have  no  intention  of  resisting 
formally  the  Motion  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  for  bringing  in  this  Bill. 
But  let  there  be  no  mistake;  this 
Bill  is  a  less  liberal  Bill,  it  is 
a  more  reactionary  Bill,  than  the 
Bill  brought  before  the  House  in  the 
year  1879  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Thanet.  I  have  recollec- 
tion of  the  provisions  of  it,  and  I  believe 
gentlemen  from  Ireland,  who  remember 
it  better,  perhaps,  than  I  do,  will 
bear  me  out  in  saying  that  this 
Bill  is  a  less  liberal  Bill  than 
that  of  1879.  I  will,  not  go 
over  the  various  provisions  which  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  laid  before  the 
House,  except  in  the  case  of  two  mat- 
ters upon  which  he  relies,   which  I 

Mr.  John  Morley 


think  are  worthy  of  the  consideration 
of  the  House,  and  which  I  believe  are 
the  substance  of  the  Bill.  He  relies, 
first,  on  the  cumulative  vote,  which  I 
think  the  most  broken  reed  any  mino- 
rity trembling  for  its  privileges  could 
be  made  to  rely  upon.  It  is  un- 
doubtedly the  opinion  of  those  who 
favour  minority  representation  thai 
it  is  the  most  cumbrous  and  the  least 
satisfactory,  and  that  it  will  be  found  to 
be  no  protection  at  all.  But  the  second 
point,  as  to  the  safeguards,  is  the  red 
pith  of  the  Bill.  It  is  incredible  thai  I 
Minister — considering  every  principle 
laid  down  by  the  spokesman  of 
the  Government  at  the  beginning  oi 
this  Parliament,  that  Local  Govern- 
ment should  be  extended  to  Ireland 
equally  with  England  and  Scotland- 
should  bring  forward  a  proposal  now, 
that  the  Judge  of  Assize,  sitting,  I  pre- 
sume, like  an  Election  Judge,  without 
a  jury,  should  try  these  charges  oi 
malversation,  or  of  corruption,  or  oi 
oppression,  and  that  if  these  chargee 
are  made,  then  the  Judge  should  proceed 
to  try  the  County  Council. 

An  hon.  Member  :  Two  Judges. 

Mr.  MORLEY  :  One  Judge  or  two, 
it  makes  no  difference ;  we  are  to 
try  the  County  Council  in  the  doek, 
and  are  to  declare  if,  in  the 
opinion  of  a  Judge,  they  are  guilty 
or  not  guilty.  He  does  not  deny 
that  the  Judges  are  to  decide  upon  the 
question  of  guilt ;  to  decide  upon  the 
charge  of  malversation;  on  the 
question  of  corruption,  on  the 
question  of  oppression.  But  I  would 
point  out  that,  under  the  Act  which 
throws  upon  Judges  the  duty  of  trying 
election  cases,  the  corruption  is  expressly 
and  carefully  defined.  But  now,  what 
is  oppression  ?  What  is  to  be  ha 
the  mind  of  the  Judge  when  the 
County  Council  is  put  into  the  doofc 
on  a  charge  of  oppression  ?  Is  rt 
defined  in  the  Bill  ?  It  is,  I  suppose, 
not  defined  in  the  Bill.  Is  the  de- 
finition of  oppression  in  the  Bill,  oi 
does  the  definition  of  it  only  lie  in  the 
bosom  of  the  Judge  ? 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR  :  Why  not? 

Mr.  MORLEY:  The  right  ho*. 
Gentleman  asks  why  not.  Why,  «I* 
the  privileges  and  all  the  freedom  <J 
Englishmen  depend  upon  Statute  and 
not  upon  the  definition  of    a  Judg* 
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Is    the     Judge     to      constitute      a 

new   crime  ?     Oppression    is    surely 

a  new     crime.      In      the      Coercion 

Act,  of  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 

is  very  proud,  in  that  Act  he  created 

new  crime  ;  but  in  this  Bill  new  crimes 

are  to  be  created  and  pressed  home, 

not  to  an  individual,  but  to  elected 
bodies  of  gentlemen.  I  think  that  is 
ao  monstrous  a  proposal  that  I  am 
quite  sincere  in  saying  that  I  am  dis- 
appointed in  the  Bill.  We  knew  there 
would  be  artificial  safeguards  which  we 
should  have  to  protest  against  ;  that  the 
friends  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
in  Ulster  would  seek  for  them,  but  I 
think  he  might  have  found  some  safe- 
guard which  would  not  have  affronted 
every  principle  of  his  Bill.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  says  it  is  neces- 
sary to  give  this  measure  to 
Ireland  because  you  have  given  a 
measure  to  England  and  Scotland. 
I  should  like  to  see  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  consenting  to  introduce 
into  a  Bill,  which  would  be  supposed  to 
satisfy  the  English  and  Scotch  people, 
a  proposal  which  would  place  the 
English  and  Scotch  County  Councils  in 
the  dock  for  a  Judge  of  Assize  to  try 
them,  and  give  his  opinion  of  op- 
pression. This  proposal  shows  that 
he  distrusts  the  Irish  people,  who  are 
to  be  treated,  as  this  Bill  implies,  as 
debased  Helots,  which  we  are  re- 
sponsible for  having  made  them.  All  I 
can  say  is  this,  that  I  should  like 
nothing  better  than  that  you  should 
dissolve  on  this  question  ;  yes,  as  soon 
is  you  like.  Go  to  the  English 
counties  and  tell  them  you  have 
bought  in  a  Bill  for  Ireland,  nominally 
•  Bill  to  give  equality  and  similarity 
<rf  institutions  between  England  and 
Ireland,  which  is  to  expose  their  elected 
County  Councils  to  being  tried  by  the 
Judges  of  the  land,  who  are  to  say 
whether  they  are  guilty  or  not.  From 
that  point  of  view  I  am  not  dis- 
appointed. If  I  had  cared  more  for 
Party  interests  than  I  care  for  good 

Srernment  in  Ireland,  I  should  not 
ve  been  disappointed ;  but  I  repeat  it, 
the  country,  depend  upon  it,  will  see 
through  this  monstrous  imposture, 
ft  will  see  that  a  measure  brought 
to  containing  such  a  provision  as 
that   is    a    mockery    of   the    House 


of  Commons,  is  a  falsification  of  your 
pledges,  and  is  a  just  ground  for  new 
and  fresh  irritation  in  Ireland. 

Mr.  John  Redmond  (Waterford 
City)  and  Mr.  Justin  McCarthy  (Lon- 
donderry City)  rose. 

Mr.  SPEAKER:  Mr.  Redmond 
(Loud  cries  of  "  Mr.  McCarthy.")  Mr, 
Redmond  rose  first.  (Cries  of  "  No.  Mr. 
McCarthy  rose  first.)  I  think  Mr. 
Redmond  did  rise  first,  and  I  call 
upon  him. 

(6.5.)  Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND 
(Waterford) :  I  did  not  see  the  hon. 
Member  for  Derry  City  rise  in  his  place, 
and  I  assure  the  House  that  in  taking 
the  opportunity  that  thus  early  has 
been  given  to  me  of  saying  two  or  three 
words  at  once  upon  this  Bill,  I  mean 
no  personal  disrespect  to  him,  and  I 
can  assure  the  House  also,  that  I  will 
not  stand  between  the  House  and,  no 
doubt,  the  anxiety  of  hon.  Members  for 
a  moment.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
who  has  just  resumed  his  seat  has 
stated  to  the  House  that  he  would  not 
upon  this  occasion  enter  a  formal  vote 
against  the  Bill.  For  my  part,  I  hope 
the  earliest  opportunity  will  be  taken 
for  enabling  Members  representing 
Irish  constituencies  of  protesting  by 
their  votes  against  a  sham  and  an  insult, 
which  they  recognise  in  the  Bill  as  it 
has  been  sketched  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury.  This  Bill,  I  venture  to 
assert,  will  not  receive  the  sympathy  or 
the  support  of  any  section  of  the  people 
of  Ireland.  I  do  not  believe  that  even 
those  hon.  Gentlemen  representing 
Orange  constituencies  in  this  House,  for 
whose  feelings  such  elaborate  precau 
tions  have  been  taken  by  the  Govern- 
ment, will  be  able  to  declare  themselves 
in  favour  of  this  Bill ;  while  every  man 
who  represents  any  section  of  the  Irish 
people  who  claim  to  be  Nationalist  will 
feel  it  their  duty  to  offer  to  it  a 
strenuous  opposition.  For  myself,  I 
may  be  permitted  to  say  that  I  came 
into  this  House  this  evening  with  a  per- 
fectly open  mind  upon  this  subject.  I 
had  not  a  very  high  expectation  as 
to  what  the  Government  would  propose, 
but  for  my  part  I  was  prepared  if  they 
introduced  a  good  Bill  to  give  that  Bill 
a  hearty  support  through  all  its  stages 
in  this  House.    But  they  have  intro- 
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duced  a  measure  which  makes  it  im- 
possible, as  I  believe,  for  any 
Irishman  with  any  self-respect  what- 
ever to  give  it  anything  except 
the  most  strenuous  opposition.  In 
itself  I  say  the  Bill  is  a  sham — not 
only  is  the  Bill  in  itself  a  sham,  but  in 
the  manner  also  in  which  it  was  pro- 
posed by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 
The  Bill  is  an  insult  to  the  Irish 
people.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
commenced  his  speech  by  reminding 
the  House  and  the  country  that  this 
was,  forsooth,  no  new  departure  of  the 
Tory  Party  to  introduce  Local  Govern- 
ment in  Ireland.  He  reminded  the 
House  that  the  policy  of  the  Tory 
Party  was  a  policy  of  coercion,  if 
you  like,  but  a  policy  of  creating  for 
Ireland  similar  institutions  with  Eng- 
land. They  have  passed  for  Ireland 
whole-hearted,  thoroughgoing,  per- 
petual Coercion  Acts,  and  when  they 
take  up  what  professes  to  be  the  supple- 
mentary part  of  their  policy  they  have 
produced  a  measure  which  is  absolutely 
beneath  contempt.  I  thought  at  one 
part  of  the  speech  of  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury  that  the  Bill  was 
introduced  with  a  view  to  an  early 
Dissolution ;  but  before  he  sat  down 
I  changed  my  opinion,  because 
I  did  not  conceive  that  any 
body  of  Ministers  could  be  guilty  of 
the  imbecility  of  going  to  the  country 
with  such  a  proposal  as  the  Bill  pro- 
posed by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 
What,  in  a  sentence,  are  the  provisions 
of  this  Bill  ?  The  Grand  Juries — which 
as  a  system  have  been  denounced  by 
almost  every  party  in  the  State ;  which 
undoubtedly  are  indefensible  in  prin- 
ciple— the  Grand  Juries  are  to  remain 
n  existence,  for  the  discharge  of 
those  very  duties  which,  above  all 
others,  they  have  fulfilled  in  the  most 
unsatisfactory  way  to  the  Irish  people. 
The  objections  which  have  been  held 
to  the  working  of  the  Grand  Juries 
have  not  been  confined  to  objections  as 
to  the  building  of  a  bridge  or  the 
management  of  a  little  road  in  the 
country.  Our  objections  to  the  work- 
ing of  the  Grand  Juries  have  been  in 
those  very  duties  which  are  still  to  be 
left  to  them.  They  have  exercised  their 
duties  partially,  for  they  have  been 
influenced  by  political  and  other  im- 
proper motives    in  discharging  those 

Mr.  John  Eedmond 


duties,  and  those  are  the  very  dutie 
which,  under  the  provisions  of  thr 
Bill,  are  left  to  them  still  to  perform 
They  are  to  have  the  right  of  grantini 
compensation  for  malicious  injuries 
they  are  to  have  the  right  of  passini 
imperative  presentments — as  I  am  re 
minded,  the  most  important  part  of  th 
duties  which  at  present  remain  wit 
them.  Not  only  that,  but  they  ar 
actually  to  exercise  the  practical  rigfc 
of  veto  upon  every  single  penny  to  I 
expended  in  the  shape  of  any  capiti 
expenditure  in  the  county ;  because  tl 
House  has  grasped  the  fact  that  the* 
County  Councils  are  not  to  have  tl 
power  of  expending  one  single  penD 
upon  capital  expenditure  in  Irelan 
without  the  consent  of  a  Committe 
and  that  Committee  is  to  be  made  up  < 
seven  Members  nominated  by  the  Grar 
Jury,  and  a  casting  vote  to  th 
Sheriff  of  the  County ;  and  thoug 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  says  h 
mind  is  open  as  to  who  shou 
discharge  the  duty  given  to  tl 
Sheriff,  still  the  fact  remains  that  it 
his  intention  to  put  over  the  Coun 
Councils  to  expend  money  for  this  pt 
pose  a  Committee,  the  majority 
whom  will  be  nominated  by  the  GraJ 
Jury,  which  we  say  should  be  total 
abolished.  Then  there  are  the  limii 
tions  put  upon  the  Councils.  In  eve 
Council  there  are  to  be  seven  ex  offi* 
members  whose  franchise  is  to 
limited,  and  limited  in  a  way  which, 
an  Irishman,  I  felt  humiliated  on  hei 
ing  proposed  in  this  House.  Some  h< 
Members  might  imagine  because  of  i 
controversy  that  has  been  going  on 
Ireland,  and  from  statements  made  fn 
platforms  in  Ireland,  that  some  of  the 
who  share  the  views  I  hold  upon  Iri 
political  questions  would  be  in  favc 
of  legislation  directed  against  the  il 
erate  voters  in  that  country.  For  i 
part,  I  utterly  disclaim  anything 
the  sort.  I  look  forward  to  the  n< 
approach  of  the  day  when  the  illiten 
voters  will  be  removed,  but  by  1 
march  of  education  among  the  poo: 
classes ;  and  I  say  that  where  \ 
have  no  provision  dealing  with  1 
illiterate  voters  in  the  measure  of  Lo 
Government  which  Parliament  1 
given  to  England,  it  is  an  insult 
put  it  in  a  measure  which  you  p 
pose    to    give   us    in    Ireland,    whi 
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is  needed  there  no  more  than  it  is 
needed  here.  To  the  fact  that  the  Bill 
is  still  to  retain  the  traverse,  I  have 
no  objection;  if  it  stood  alone  few 
nen  would  be  inclined  to  quarrel  with 
it  Then  the  Bill  contains  one  of  the 
most  extraordinary  proposals  that  I 
ever  heard  made  to  this  House, 
namely,  a  proposal  for  investigation — 
I  couple  of  Judges  would  have  the 
right  of  dissolving  these  Councils. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman,  in  making 
Us  speech,  said  he  took  the  scheme  of 
the  minority  voting  in  the  School 
Boards  in  England,  but  when  he  saw 
that,  on  its  merits,  he  could  not  defend 
that  scheme,  he,  forsooth,  said,  "  It  is 
better  to  take  a  scheme  which  you 
bow  to  be  stupid,  but  which  is  in 
existence,  than  to  take  a  scheme  which 

Cknow  is  good  and  wise,  but  which 
not  been  put  on  trial."  But  when 
he  comes  to  deal  with  the  most 
essential  portion  of  his  proposals, 
namely,  the  one  by  which  he  proposes 
to  dissolve  the  County  Councils,  does 
he  propose  a  scheme  for  dissolving 
County  Councils  which  has  been  tried 
in  this  country,  or  in  any  country  on 
the  face  of  the  earth  ?  Nothing  of  the 
kind.  He  proposes  a  brand  new 
scheme,  that,  forsooth,  a  couple  of 
lodges  should  take  to  themselves  the 
right  of  dissolving  these  County 
Councils,  and  thus  deprive  the  people 
of  their  right  of  franchise.  I  did  not 
rise  for  the  purpose  of  going  into  the 
details  of  this  Bill.  I  only  rose  for  the 
purpose  of  expressing  at  once,  without 
a  moment's  delay,  what  my  feeling  is 
with  reference  to  the  proposals  in  the 
measure ;  and  my  feeling  is,  that  these 
proposals  are  a  mockery  to  the 
Irish  people,  and,  as  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Newcastle 
said,  a  violation  of  the  pledges  of  the 

St  hon.  Gentleman  and  his  friends, 
n  they  pledged  themselves  that 
while  they  were  giving  coercion  to  Ire- 
land on  the  one  hand,  they  were  giving 
to  Ireland  similar  free  institutions  with 
England,  and  that,  in  addition  to  these 
proposals,  constitute  an  insult  to  the 
tri&n  people,  which,  for  my  part,  I 
ball  do  my  best  at  every  stage  of  this 
Jill  to  resent  by  my  voice  and  my 
ote. 

♦(6.15.)  Mb.  JUSTIN  M'CABTHY 
Londonderry   City) :  I  do  not  think 

VOL.   I.  [new  series.] 


that  I  ever  heard  in  this  House  a  Bill 
introduced  under  the  same  conditions, 
or  a  Motion  made  for  the  Second  Bead- 
ing of  a  Bill  with  the  same  results,  as 
the  Bill  just  introduced  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury.  The  speech  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  First  Lord  of  the  Trea- 
sury was  one  prolonged  apology  for 
introducing  the  measure  at  all.  He  evi- 
dently came  "  to  bury  Caesar,  not  to 
praise  him."  Not  one  single  word 
of  genuine  praise  came  from  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  about  the 
measure  he  was  introducing.  At  one 
time  he  apologised  to  his  own 
followers ;  at  another  time  he 
turned  to  us  and  made  an  apology 
to  us.  To  his  own  followers 
he  said — "  It  may  be  a  very  strong 
measure ;  you  may  think  it  very  daring 
on  our  part ;  but  you  see  we  must  do 
something  with  these  people  over  the 
way."  And  then  he  turned  to  us  and 
said — "  I  admit  that  this  is  a  very 
ridiculous  measure,  but  one  has  to  do 
something,  and  it  is  better  to  have  a 
stupid  thing  that  has  been  done  before, 
than  a  wise  thing  that  has  never  been 
done  before."  Exactly.  But  you 
have  now  introduced  a  stupid  thing 
that  was  never  tried  before,  and  I 
venture  to  say  that  never  will  be  tried 
in  this  case  or  in  any  other.  This, 
then,  is  the  measure  which  is  to 
win  and  wean  the  Irish  people  from 
all  their  wild  desire  for  Home  Rule. 
This  is  the  measure  which  was  promised 
to  us  long  ago  by  the  noble  Lord  the 
Member  for  South  Paddington.  I 
wonder  what  he  thinks  of  it.  This  is 
the  sort  of  measure  which  was  to  make 
us  settle  down  composedly  for  ever 
more  under  the  Tory  and  Coercionist 
Government,  and  return  thanks  to  the 
powers  above  who  gave  us  such  benefi- 
cent masters.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  Newcastle  well 
said  that  this  Bill  is  a  monstrous  im- 
posture. It  is  also  a  very  miserable 
and  pitiable  farce.  I  was  disposed 
towards  compassion  for  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury  when  labouring  with 
these  absurdities  which  are  called 
clauses  in  the  Bill  ;  the  checks  and 
balances,  and  the  ingenious  artifices 
— or  rather,  I  should  say,  not 
ingenious,  but  very  clumsy  artifices — 

2  H 
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which  seemed  to  be  giving  things 
with  one  hand  while  taking  them 
away  with  the  other.  But  one  can 
understand  the  position  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman.  He  was  like  the 
captain  of  a  vessel  who  at  the  one  time 
has  to  fight  an  enemy  and  to  try  to 
keep  down  a  mutiny  below  the  hatches. 
I  could  not  make  anything  of  this  Bill 
under  conditions  such  as  these.  I  do 
not  propose  to  go  into  the  details  of 
this  Bill.  It  seems  to  be  all  details.  I 
can  get  no  gleam  or  spark  of  meaning 
anywhere,  except  that  it  is  a  Bill  based 
on  the  principle  of  "Oh,  my 
prophetic  soul,  my  uncle ! "  —  the 
principle  that  the  Irish  people  are  like 
the  Hottentots.  We  are  to  be 
regarded  as  below  any  other  nation 
that  pretends  to  be  civilised  in  our  right 
to  civilisation.  As  regards  one  clause, 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  asked  us 
indignantly,  with  a  sort  of  sneer  in  his 
voice,  "  If  the  thing  is  good  enough  for 
Scotland,  is  it  not  good  enough  for 
you  ?  "  But  that  particular  clause  was 
forced  by  the  Tories  upon  the 
Scotch  Members,  and  I  say  that 
what  was  merely  forced  on  the 
reluctant     Scotch    Members     is     not 

food  enough  for  Irish  Members, 
do  not  propose  to  follow  the 
arguments  that  have  been  presented 
to  the  House  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  in  support  of  the  Bill ;  but 
I  consider  provisions  have  been  intro- 
duced into  this  Bill  which  were  unknown 
to  any  Statute  whatever  in  this  country 
before.  It  has  been  worked  on  the 
principle  of  coercion,  and  begins  by 
putting  a  brand  on  the  Irish  people, 
so  that  even  a  measure  of  local  self- 
government  for  them  must  be  fortified 
round  by  new  clauses,  new  schemes, 
new  crimes  invented  for  the  purpose, 
and  new  means  of  punishment.  I  do 
not  care  whether  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  Bill  is  allowed  to  go 
through  its  first  reading  or  not. 
I  care  little  whether  it  is  opposed 
in  the  beginning,  or  whether  it 
is  opposed  in  the  end.  My  own 
feeling  is  that  we  ought  to  have 
nothing  whatever  to  do  with  it ;  that 
we  ought  to  express  that  feeling  in  the 
beginning,  and  reject  the  unclean 
thing.  If  I  might  venture  to  give  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  one  piece'  of 
advice,  the  piece  of  advice  which  I,  for 

Mr.  Justin  M' Car  thy 


one,  should  like  to  give  him,  would  be 
this — "Take  your  Bill,  and  put  it  in 
the  fire." 

(6.20.)  Mr.  W.  G.  ELLISON 
MACARTNEY  (Antrim,  S.) :  I  do  not 
imagine  that  there  will  be  in  the  minds 
of  the  cesspayers  of  Ireland  any  deep 
reflection  of  the  very  deep  indignation 
exhibited  on  the  Benches  opposite, 
because  I  conceive  that  when  the  cess- 
payers of  Ireland  examine  the  provisions 
of  this  Bill,  they  will  see  what  in  reality 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  proposes  to 
do  by  the  Bill.  The  Bill  proposes  to 
give  a  non-elected  and  non-elective 
body  a  complete  and  absolute  control 
over  the  fiscal  arrangements  of  the 
country.  ("No!")  Yes;  that  is  what  the 
cesspayers  of  Ireland  have  long  desired 
to  obtain,  and  they  do  not  look  on 
the  establishment  of  County  Councils 
as  the  perpetration  of  any  deep  political 
design.  All  they  wish  to  have  is  the 
management  of  the  county  affairs  in 
their  own  hands,  and  I  believe,  so  fir 
as  I  could  gather  from  the  clear  and 
explicit  statement  of  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury,  the  Bill — which  I  believe* 
to  be  a  broad  and  generous  Bill — will 
completely  fulfil  the  expectations  of  the 
majority  of  the  body  of  cesspayers  of 
Ireland,  whether  great  or  small.  I  do 
not  believe  that  there  exists  in  any  body 
of  cesspayers   in    Ireland    any    great 

Erospect  or  belief  in  seeing  their  affairs 
anded  over  to  County  Councils  which 
would  have  unrestrained  and  unlimited 
powers  of  dealing  with  the  finances  of 
the  county ;  and,  therefore,  I  think 
that  the  provisions  which  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  has  indicated  and 
placed  in  the  Bill  to  prevent  ex- 
travagant and  illegitimate  expen- 
diture on  the  part  of  the  County 
Councils  will  be  as  heartily  received 
by  the  small  cesspayers  as  by  the 
larger  cesspayers  in  Ireland.  I  should 
like  to  reserve  to  myself  full  liberty 
upon  one  or  two  of  the  clauses  con- 
nected especially  with  the  franchise, 
and  I  think,  the  areas  from  which  the 
Baronial  and  County  Councils  are  to 
be  selected  ;  but,  generally  speaking,  I 
desire — and  I  think  I  am  expressing 
the  opinion  of  all  my  hon.  Friends 
who  sit  on  this  side  of  the  House— to 
congratulate  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
most  heartily  upon  the  measure  which, 
he  has  so  successfully  introduced. 
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6.25.)  Mb.  T.  W.  EUSSELL 
jnrone,  8.) :  I  confess  I  speak  on 
8  occasion  with  some  difficulty.  I 
re  not  made  any  secret  outside — and 
see  no  reason  why  I  should  make 
f  secret  inside — this  House  that  the 
istituency  that  I  represent  is  not 
animously  in  favour  of  any  scheme 

local  self-government.  At  all 
ants,  I  have  gone  to  my  constituents, 
d  in  every  part  of  the  constituency 
lave  told  them  what  my  views  were. 
)w,  I  have  listened  to  the  speech  of 
e  right  hon.  Gentleman  to-night,  and 
have  not  the  slightest  desire  to  go 
bo  the  details  of  the  measure  which 
has  outlined.  But  there  are  one  or 
t)  points  upon  which  I  should  like 
express  my  opinion  at  once.     First 

all,  as  regards  the  duties 
it  are  to  be  imposed  upon 
ese  Councils,  I  do  not  think 
at  any  fair  objection  can  be  taken  to 
e  scheme.  The  duties  of  the  new 
rancils  will  be  practically  the  same  in 
aracter  as  the  duties  of  the  English 
d  Scotch  Councils.  The  fiscal  func- 
oi  of  the  Grand  Jury  as  distinguished 
on  their  judicial  or  quasi-judicial 
actions  will  be  vested  in  these  elected 
dies.  Now  that  is  all  the  Govern- 
mt  promised  to  do,  and  I  do  not  think 
at  the  country  will  be  deceived  by 
e  boisterous  merriment  of  the  Front 
jpoeition  Bench  and  of  hon.  Members 
low  the  Gangway  when  they  come  to 
amine  in  cold  print  the  actual 
ote  of  the  case.  The  next  thing  I 
crald  like  to  deal  with  are  the  pro- 
wed  checks  and  safeguards  outlined 
r  the  right  hon.  Gentleman .  One  would 
link,  to  hear  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
ft  Member  for  Newcastle,  that  they 
id  never  been  a  party  to  a  Bill  intro- 
aoed  by  aMember  of  this  House,  that 
reposed  checks  and  safeguards  on  an 
ian  Bill.  I  want  to  know  what  the  right 
M.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Midlo- 
rian  did  when  he  was  setting  up  a  Go- 
xming  Body  in  Ireland — or  proposed 
*  set  up.  Why,  it  is  a  matter  of  fact  that 
)  hedged  that  Bill  round  with  safe- 
lards  of  every  description,  and  actually 
eated  two  Orders  in  the  Legislative 
ody  he  proposes  to  set  up.  I 
m  come  to  the  question  of  the 
uachiee.  Nobody  can  deny  that  here, 
ain,  the  country  will  see  to-morrow 
stt  tiie  basis  of  the  franchise  is  solid 


and  sound.     The  basis  of  the  franchise 
is  that  every  cesspayer  shall  have  a 
vote.  Nothing  coukl  be  wider,  nothing 
more  democratic,  than  that.     But  the 
right   hon.    Gentleman   by  his  Bill  is 
guilty,   says  the  hon.   Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Waterford,  of  one  great  sin 
— he    has  disfranchised  the   illiterate 
voter.    I  deny,  taking  the  speech  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  that  he  has  done 
anything  of  the  kind.     What  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  proposes  to  do,  as  I 
understand,    is    not    to     disfranchise 
anybody,  but  to  withdraw  the  privilege 
that  the  law  confers  upon  ignorance  in 
this  country.     It  is  very  easy  in  this 
country  to  laugh  about  the  illiterate 
voter.     They  are  not  a  considerable 
factor    in    either     English  or  Scotch 
elections ;  but  when  they  come  up  to  a 
fourth  of  a  total  constituency,  or  more 
than  a  fourth,   they   then    become   a 
factor ;  and  I  say  it  is  not  any  hardship 
to  compel  the  illiterate  voter  to  do  the 
same  as  any  other  voter — that  he  must 
know  what  he  is  to  do.     And  in  view  of 
recent  elections  in  Ireland,  and  in  view 
of  the  fact  that    priests  were  to  be 
found   as  personating  agents    in    the 
polling     booths     superintending     the 
voting  of  these  illiterates,  I  say  the  right 
hon.   Gentleman  has  acted  wisely  in 
putting  that  clause  into  his  Bill,  and  I 
hope    he  will    stick    to    it.       I    now 
come  to  the  question   of    the   cumu- 
lative vote  as  distinguished  from  the 
franchise  itself,  and  I  confess  candidly 
that  I  have  some  little  doubts  about 
that.     I  have  some  doubts  about  the 
minority  vote  at  all,  and  I  tell  the 
House  candidly  why  I  have  doubts. 
It  will  very  probably  be  useful,  but  if 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  intention 
is    to    protect   or   to  help  Protestant 
minorities    to    representation   in    the 
South  and  West  of  Ireland,  in  almost 
every    case     in     that    part    of    the 
country     these     minorities     are      so 
slender  that  I  hardly  think  any  plan 
of  cumulative  voting  will  secure  them 
representation.     I  admit  that  it  will 
work  better  in  the  North,  and  I  think 
it  will  do  good  in  the  North,  because 
there  the  Catholic  minorities  are  sub- 
stantial, and  I  believe  by  this  plan  they 
will  get  representation,  which  I  hold  to 
be  a  good  thing,  on  these  Boards  in  the 
North.     There  are  counties  in  Ireland 
where  they  would  probably  have  no 
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representation  but  for  this;  and,  whilst 
I  do  not  think  this  will  be  of  much  aid 
to  Protestant  minorities  in  the  South 

and  West,  I  believe  it  will  be  a  great 

help  to  substantial  Catholic  minorities 
in  the  North,  and  I  believe  that  it  is 
worthy  of  consideration  on  that  account 
alone.  But  I  am  convinced  of  this, 
that  of  all  plans  of  minority  voting  this 
is  the  least  harmful  and  the  easiest 
understood.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Waterford  (Mr.  J.  B.  Eedmond)  waxed 
very  eloquent  about  the  County 
Council  bemg  hedged  in  with  regard  to 
capital  expenditure.  What  was  the 
promise  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Mem- 
ber for  Longford  (Mr.  T.  Healy)  last 
year?  I  remember  his  promise  per- 
fectly. 

Mr.    T.    M.    HEALY    (Longford, 
N.) :  I  stick  to  it. 

*Mr.  T.  W.  EUSSELL :  His  promise 
across  the  floor  of  the  House  was  : — 
"  If  you  introduce  a  Bill  founded  on 
the  lines  of  the  English  or  the  Scottish 
Bills  then  I  will  support  it." 
But  this  clause  about  capital 
expenditure  which  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Waterford  derides  is  abso- 
lutely founded  on  the  Scottish  prece- 
dent, and,  I  take  it,  is  almost  word  for 
word.  The  hon.  and  learned  Member's 
promise  was  not  to  support  a 
Bill  which  would  receive  the  sup- 
port of  the  hon.  and  learned  Mem- 
ber for  Dumfries  (Mr.  B.  T.  Reid), 
but  such  a  Bill  as  was  embodied  in 
the  Scottish  Act. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  No,  no. 

*Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL :  I  remember 
the  promise  given  distinctly  across  the 
floor  of  the  House.  I  do  not  pretend 
to  fix  him  to  every  word  or  idea  in  the 
Bill ;  but  when  a  clause  such  as  this,  to 
control  the  expenditure,  comes  up  to 
be  discussed,  and  you  find  it  in  the 
Scottish  Act,  I  say  hon.  Members 
below  the  Gangway  are  barred  by  the 
promise  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Mem- 
ber for  Longford  from  at  least  deriding 
it.  I  now  come  to  the  last  part  of  the 
Bill  that  I  care  to  discuss  on  the 
Motion  for  its  First  Reading,  and  I 
admit  at  once  that  I  think  the  Govern- 
ment will  find  themselves  in  the  greatest 
difficulty  in  regard  to  it — namely,  the 
provisions  with  regard  to  suppressing 
County  Councils  where  it  might  be 
deemed  necessary  to  suppress  them.  But, 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell 


I  think,  the  House  at  all  events,  instead 
of  going  off  into  merriment  or  explod- 
ing in  passion  at  such  a  proposal  as 
that,  ought  to  look  the  facts  in  the  face 
as  they  exist  in  Ireland.  What  haw 
we  been  told  ?  We  have  been  told  by 
hon.  Members  below  the  Gangway  that 
every  one  of  these  bodies  will  he 
captured — that  is  the  phrase — captured 
and  worked  for  political  purposes.  I 
am  not  saying  that  they  will  not;  I  am 
not  saying  that  they  ought  not  to  be. 
At  all  events,  there  is  fair  warning 
given  authoritatively  by  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  North  East  Cork  (Mr.  W. 
O'Brien),  that  everyone  of  these  bodies, 
that  every  public  and  popular  institu- 
tion of  the  country  would  be  captured' 
for  ulterior  purposes.  I  start  with 
that,  and  I  say  the  House  is  bound  to 
take  cognizance  of  a  threat  of  that 
kind.  Will  the  House  take  the  analogy 
of  the  Board  of  Guardians  ?  They  a» 
also  public  and  popular  institutions. 

An  hon.  Member  :  Partly. 
*Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL.:  Well,  thflr 
are  the  only  popularly  elected  body  in 
the  country. 

Mr.  W.  O'BRIEN  :  What  about  the 
ex  officios  ? 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  :  I  am  aware 
of  the  ex  officios,  but  I  say  the  Board 
of  Guardians  are  the  only  analogous 
Boards  that  you  can  consider,  because 
they  are  the  only  Boards  of  the  kind 
in  the  country.  I  want  to  ask,  and 
especially  do  I  want  to  ask  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
the  Bridgeton  Division  of  Glasgow 
(Sir  G.  Trevelyan),  how  many  Boards 
did  he  suppress?  These  Gentlemen 
go  off  in  merriment  and  in  explosions 
of  indignation  at  the  idea  of  sup- 
pressing a  public  body,  when  they 
themselves  have  suppressed  them  times 
without  number  and  said  nothing  about 
it.  (Unionist  Cheers  and  Laughter.) 
Did  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  believe 
that  they  ought  to  be  suppressed?  He 
must  have  done  so,  or  he  would  not 
have  suppressed  them,  and  if  he  be- 
lieves that  public  Boards  in  Ireland 
were  capable  of  doing  things  for  which 
he  judges  suppression  a  necessary 
punishment,  I  say  that  the  Government 
is  bound  in  this  Bill  to  act  in  the  same 
way.  I  do  not  object  to  the  power  of  sup- 
pression. I  object  to  the  method.  I 
think  that  is  cumbrous.    I  think  it  is 


37       Local  Government       {18  February,  1892} 


{Ireland)  Bill.  738 


rary  faulty,  and  I  do  not  think  I  shall 
le  able  to  support  it,  and  I  tell  the  Go- 
vernment that  candidly.  But  as  to  the 
leocessity  for  some  power  of  appeal  in 
*ases  of  malversation  I  have  not  the 
lightest  doubt  that  that  is  necessary, 
ind  I  hope,  whilst  that  clause  will  not 
be  passed,  that  some  power  will  be 
retained  which  will  be  capable  of  pull- 
ing those  Boards  up  when  occasion 
arises.  The  past  history  of  the  coun- 
try shows  that  occasion  has  arisen, 
and  if  it  has  arisen  in  the  past  we 
have  no  right  to  act  on  the  supposi- 
tion that  it  will  not  arise  in  the  future. 
I  do  not  know  that  I  ought  to  say  more 
save  in  regard  to  one  subject.  I  think 
the  hon.  Member  for  West  Belfast  (Mr. 
8exton)  showed  his  hand  just  a  little 
too  plainly  during  the  speech  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury.  He  interrupted  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  to  know  what  he  pro- 
posed to  do  in  regard  to  imperative 
presentments.  I  say  that  is  just  show- 
ins  his  hand  a  little  too  soon. 

Mb.  SEXTON :  What  is  my  hand  ? 

Mb.  SPEAKER :  Order,  order  I 
♦Mb.  T.  W.  RUSSELL :  I  say  these 
Me  subjects  of  which  we  have  had 
some  experience  already.  They  in- 
volve presentments  for  extra  police, 
ind  we  know  what  happened  in  the  city 
of  Limerick. 

Mb.  SEXTON  :  No,  no !    They  do 

Dot 

•Mb.  T.  W.  RUSSELL:  The) 
involve,  I  maintain,  the  presentments 
far  extra  police.  These  are  imperative 
presentments.  I  say  we  have  had 
tome  experience  in  the  past  with  the 
limerick  Corporation  in  that  matter, 
ind  I  think  the  Government  have  acted 
rightly  in  simply  transferring  the  fiscal 
functions  of  the  Grand  Jury  and  retain- 
ing in  their  hands  their  judicial  and 
pKUt-judicial  functions. 

Mb.  SEXTON :  May  I  be  allowed 
to  say,  with  reference  to  the  hon. 
Gentleman's  remarks  that  I  showed 
my  hand,  that  I  merely  asked  for  in- 
formation that  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
nan  omitted  to  give,  and  there  is  no 
Bason  why  the  County  Councils  more 
ban  the  Grand  Jury  should  have  these 
(resentments,  seeing  that  the  Judge  of 
tssize  can  make  an  order. 
•Mb.  T.  W.  RUSSELL:  At  all 
rents,  I  am  exceedingly  glad  that  that 


power  has  not  been  transferred  to  the 
County  Councils.  It  is  partly  a  judicial 
function,  and  I  hope  it  will  be  retained 
by  the  Grand  Jury.  It  is  much  too 
soon  to  discuss  the  clauses  of  this  Bill 
in  detail,  and  all  I  can  say  now  is  that 
I  am  prepared  to  vote  for  the  First 
Reading  of  this  Bill  if  there  be  a 
division  ;  and  whilst  I  reserve  to  myself 
full  liberty  on  the  clauses  of  the  Bill,  I 
believe  there  is  in  the  measure  the 
foundation  for  a  good  system  of  Local 
Government  for  Ireland 

(7.40.)  Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Long- 
ford, N.) :  I  think  the  speech  of  the 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  South 
Tyrone  suffered  somewhat  from  the 
fact  that  he  was  not  able  to  have  it 
written  out  beforehand,  and  that  if  he 
had  seen  the  Bill  yesterday,  or  even 
this  morning,  he  would  have  made 
rather  a  better  hand  of  it.  The  hon. 
Member  challenges  me  with  regard  to 
an  expression  which  I  used  last  year 
with  reference  to  the  system  of  Local 
Government.  Everything  I  said  last 
year  I  fully  and  fairly  stand  by.  The 
whole  bent  of  my  mind — my  whole 
practice  and  desire  in  this  House  for 
12  years — has  been,  whenever  I  saw  a 
Bill  introduced  of  which  any  good 
whatever  could  be  made,  if  I  could 
possibly  do  so  without  sacrifice  of  prin- 
ciple, to  try  and  make  the  best  I  pos- 
sibly could  of  that  measure.  But  as  to 
this  Bill,  a  more  contemptible  Bill,  a 
Bill  more  impossible  for  us  to  accept, 
without  loss  of  self-respect,  I  have 
never  known  to  be  introduced.  The 
hon.  Member  for  South  Tyrone  (Mr. 
T.  W.  Russell)  mentioned  the  Scotch 
Act,  and  said  that  one  of  the  provisions 
which  was  taken  exception  to,  that 
which  is  called,  I  think,  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee Provision,  is  to  be  found  in  the 
Scotch  Act.  Very  good;  but  are  not 
the  rates  in  Scotland  divided?  The 
landlord  in  Scotland  pays  half  the 
county  rates,  and  that  being  so,  it  is 
very  legitimate  that  the  landlord  should 
have  representation.  But  is  that  so  with 
us?  The  hon.  Member  for  South 
Tyrone  is  a  Scotchman,  and  tries  to 
palm  this  off  on  the  ignorance  of  the 
House,  when  he  knows  very  well  that 
in  Scotland  the  occupier  only  pays  half 
the  county  rate,  and  in  Ireland  he  pays 
the  whole  of  it,  and  that,  therefore, 
while  in  point  of  form,  no  doubt,  it  may 


739 


Local  Government 


{COMMONS} 


(Ireland)  Bill. 


m 


seem  a  matter  of  equality  to  embody 
the  same  system  in  regard  to  both 
countries,  in  practice  and  in  fact  there 
is  a  gross  inequality  and  the  grossest 
injustice.  I  go  through  this  Bill  from 
start  to  finish,  and  from  the  crown 
of  its  head  to  the  sole  of  its  foot, 
and  I  find  no  goodness  or  soundness  in 
it.  My  only  regret  is  this,  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Newcastle  (Mr.  J.  Morley)  stated 
that  his  Party  would  not  divide  against 
it  on  the  First  Reading.  For  my  part  I 
can  only  say  that  I  shall  be  delighted 
if  the  Opposition,  whether  it  be  Liberal 
or  Nationalist,  divides  against  this  Bill. 
I  was  glad,  indeed,  to  hear  the  speech 
of  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for 
Waterford  (Mr.  J.  B.  Redmond).  I 
am  glad  he  took  the  line  he  did ;  but, 
at  the  same  time,  without  laying  the 
blame  upon  any  Party,  I  mournfully 
reflect  that  the  true  inwardness  of  the 
Government  was  shown  by  the  Solicitor 
General  for  England  (Sir  E.  Clarke)  in 
a  speech  to  his  constituents  a  few 
months  ago,  when  he  pointed  out 
that  there  was  now  a  division  in  the 
Irish  ranks,  and  when  he  declared  that 
he  believed  that  the  Bill  of  the 
Government  would  be  an  easy  Bill  to 
pass,  because,  said  he,  "  A  large  section 
of  the  Irish  Members  will  be  in  favour 
of  it."  I  believe  that  the  Government 
thought  they  had  Ireland  at  their  feet, 
and  that  owing  to  the  dissension  which 
prevails  in  our  country,  anything  could 
be  forced  down  our  throats.  But  I 
think  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
and  his  Party  will  find  before  very 
much  later  that  this  Bill  will  be  rather 
a  tougher  job  for  him  to  pass  into  law 
than  even  a  Coercion  Act.  I  can  well 
understand  the  Government  insisting 
that  a  particular  clause  must  be  passed 
in  the  interest  of  law  and  order  when 
it  was  a  Coercion  Bill  they  had  to  deal 
with,  on  the  plea  that  society  was 
crumbling  to  its  foundation,  and  that 
it  was  necessary  to  appoint  two 
Removables  to  deal  with  the  matter — 
that  there  was  some  Parliamentary 
necessity  for  proceeding  to  the  Closure. 
But  when  you  have  a  Bill  running  into 
all  the  crevices  and  interstices  of 
county  life  in  Ireland,  extending  to  at 
least  100  clauses,  dealing  with  the 
question  of  the  powers  of  the  old  Grand 
Juries  as  regards  malicious  injuries,  as 

Mr.  T.  M.  Healy 


well  as  the  powers  of  the  new  body 
which  you  now  propose  to  constitute,. 
I  can  only  say  that  I  believe  this  Bill 
is  dead  and  buried  almost  before  it  is 
born.     Of  course,  there  is  one  thing  to 
be  said.      The   Government  may  b» 
serious  in  passing  the  Bill ;  but  if  they 
are,  I,  who  have  always  respected  the 
intellect    of    the    First    Lord    of  the 
Treasury,   can  only  say  that  he  has 
fallen  very  much  in  my  estimation.   I 
cannot  conceive  that  any  man  of  the 
astuteness  of  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury— except  he  believed  he  would 
capture  some  wing  of  the  Irish  Party 
— would  expect  that  this  Bill  had  the- 
smallest  chance  of  passing  into  law. 
If  he  has  no  hope,  what  is  the  good  of 
this  Bill?    As  a  dissolving  Bill  it  is 
absolutely  worthless  to  Her  Majesty's 
Government.     You  cannot  recommend 
it  to  English  constituencies ;  you  can- 
not   recommend    it    to  the    Scottish. 
The    Irish    constituencies    would  not 
have  it.     I  think  the  shadow  of  the 
Birmingham  Congress — where  the  pie- 
vious    question    was    moved — will  so 
prevail  in  the  Tory  Party  that  they 
will  give  the  Bill  very  cold  support  on 
their  platforms  when  the  Dissolution  is- 
sprung  upon  them.     Therefore,  I  say, 
from  either  point  of  view,  whether  as  a 
stalking  horse  for  the  Dissolution,  or  as 
an    effective    measure  which    can  be 
passed  through  this  House,  the  Bill  is 
an  absolute  failure,  and  has  died  upon 
the  lips  of  its  author.  Therefore,  for  us 
to  make  any  criticism  as  to  its  provisions 
at  this  stage  would  be  an  absolute  su* 
take.     English    Members,  who  know 
nothing  whatever    about    the  matted 
will  no    doubt    talk    eloquently  with 
respect  to  the  Grand  Jury  proposal 
Now,  let  me  inform  hon.  Gentlemen  oft 
the  Tory  Benches  that  there  is  no  sub- 
ject more  difficult  to  understand  than 
the  subject  of  the  Irish  Grand  Jury 
law,  and  when  the  Member  for  South 
Tyrone  talked  about  "  imperative  pre- 
sentments," I  venture  to  think  he  did 
not  know  what  they  were.    A  great 
grievance  is  the  grievance  as  to  "  mali- 
cious injuries."   The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man, with  half  the  astuteness  he  some 
times  displays,  gave  us  the  instanot 
that  the  Grand  Jury  would   still  b< 
allowed  to  retain  the  power  of  mali 
cious  injury  in  cases  of  maiming  an< 
murdering.      Will  the   House  believ 
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that  until  four  years  ago  it  was  not 
even  discovered  that  the  Grand  Jurors, 
except  under  the  Coercion  Acts,  had 
that  power,  and  they  now  only  have 
that  power  in  the  case  of  any  police- 
man injured  in  a  riot,  and  in  the  case 
of  a   witness  who    may  have    given 
evidence  for  the  Crown;  so  that  the 
power  as  regards  maiming  and  mur- 
qering   is  non-existent    except  in  the 
most  special  cases.     And,  furthermore, 
in  the  very  place  where  that  power  is 
needed  more  than  anywhere  else,  the 
(Sty  of  Belfast, where  the  Catholics  were 
mowed  down  in  1886,  and  where  police- 
men were  shot  and  killed,  that  power 
does  not  exist  at  all.    The  widow  of  a 
constable,  a  most  respectable  woman 
with  a  helpless  family,  because  that 
jpower  does  not  exist,  was  left  penniless 
until  a  grant    was    given    from   Her 
Majesty's  Government.     What  is  the 
power  of  the  Grand  Jury  as  regards 
malicious    injury?     They    have    this 
power,  and  a  more  mischievous  power 
was  never  placed  in  the  hands  of  irre- 
sponsible men,  who  do  not  pay  one 
penny  from  their  pockets.     A  haystack 
is  burned.     It  is  always  the  haystack 
of  a   land  grabber.     It    is  forgotten 
that  the  very  fact  that  if  the  man  came 
before    a    landlords'    body    and    said 
that  he  was   a  land  grabber,  that  is 
the  very  thing  to  get  compensation  at 
twice  the  ordinary  rate  of  pay.     There 
was  the  case    of    Mrs.    Lucas — tried 
at  Cork  Assizes  four  years  ago.     She 
was  the  wife  of  a  Grand  Juror,  the 
wife  of  a  Magistrate  of  the  County  of 
Cork,  and  she  was  tried  for  arson — for 
pouring  paraffin  on  the  curtains,  with 
her  own  babes  in  a  cradle  in  the  upper 
loom.     She  got  compensation  from  the 
Grand  Jury  for  malicious  injuries,  on 
the  ground  that  she  was  boycotted,  and 
her  husband  himself  was  one  of  the 
Stand    Jury.     If   there  ever    was  a 
provision    which  worked   injustice    it 
U  this  provision  with  regard  to  mali- 
cious injury.    When  we  wish  for  county 
reform  in  Ireland,  and  when  we  desire 
Grand  Jury  reform,  which  would  get 
rid  of    this  odious    malicious   injury 
system,   which  has  worked  so  much 
injustice  in    the  past,   I    would    not 
pve    sixpence     for     a     Bill    which 
aid    not    deal    with    this    question, 
r  shall  be   told  by   some   gentlemen 
opposite  that  this  presentment  can  be 


traversed.  Yes,  it  can  be  traversed 
before  a  Judge  of  Assize,  one 
of  the  gentlemen  who  are  to  have 
the  power  of  destroying  these  new 
County  Boards.  It  may  be  traversed 
by  cumbrous  machinery.  All  the 
Judges,  with  two  exceptions,  I  think, 
refused  common  juries  in  these  cases. 
Who  are  the  best  judges,  from  the 
landlords'  point  of  view,  whether  this 
Bill  is  a  good  one  or  not?  The  Irish 
landlords.  And  the  Irish  landlords 
assume,  as  a  matter  of  course,  by  reso- 
lution of  their  Committee,  that  the  Go- 
vernment would  deal  with  this  question 
of  malicious  injuries.  Did  the  Land- 
lords' Committee,  or  at  any  rate  as 
many  of  the  landlords  who  have  intelli- 
gence, propose  to  deal  with  the  subject  ? 
Did  they  imagine  it  would  be  left  to 
the  Grand  Jury  to  continue  to 
have  -this  power?  Then  the  Irish 
landlords  are  more  extreme  than 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury. 
They  passed  a  resolution  taking  away 
from  the  Grand  Jurors  the  power  of 
malicious  injuries,  and  they  proposed 
to  place  it  on  the  County  Court  Judge. 
So  that,  in  the  confession  of  the  land- 
lords themselves,  the  Government  are 
taking  a  retrograde,  and  even  a  re- 
actionary step.  The  other  day  the 
Member  for  South  Tyrone  had  300 
bogus  voters  in  his  constituency.  They 
were  all  allowed  to  go  on,  because  the 
revising  barrister  refused  to  grant  the 
objections,  and  the  revising  barrister 
got  100  guineas  for  doing  that  duty  for 
the  Member  for  South  Tyrone.  The 
Member  for  South  Tyrone  got  him 
made  a  County  Court  Judge  with 
£1,200  a  year.  For  my  own  part, 
bad  as  the  proposal  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government  is,  I  should 
regard  the  proposal  of  the  Irish  Land- 
lords' Committee  as  far  better  than 
that  which  is  in  this  Bill.  It  may  be 
that  the  Government  have  made  this 
Bill  so  bad  as  it  is  for  the  purpose  of 
having  Amendments  made  to  it  in  Com- 
mittee. They  propose  something  awfully 
bad — so  bad,  that  anything  will  be  an 
improvement  on  it.  Then  when  you 
propose  something  decent  the  Govern- 
ment will  say,  "  Let  us  split  the 
difference,"  and  they  give  us  something 
betwixt  and  between.  That  may  be 
the  idea  working  in  the  mind  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman.     If  it  is,  I  will 
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which  seemed  to  be  giving  things 
with  one  hand  while  taking  them 
away  with  the  other.  But  one  can 
understand  the  position  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman.  He  was  like  the 
captain  of  a  vessel  who  at  the  one  time 
has  to  fight  an  enemy  and  to  try  to 
keep  down  a  mutiny  below  the  hatches. 
I  could  not  make  anything  of  this  Bill 
under  conditions  such  as  these.  I  do 
not  propose  to  go  into  the  details  of 
this  Bill.  It  seems  to  be  all  details.  I 
can  get  no  gleam  or  spark  of  meaning 
anywhere,  except  that  it  is  a  Bill  based 
on  the  principle  of  "Oh,  my 
prophetic  soul,  my  uncle !  "  —  the 
principle  that  the  Irish  people  are  like 
the  Hottentots.  We  are  to  be 
regarded  as  below  any  other  nation 
that  pretends  to  be  civilised  in  our  right 
to  civilisation.  As  regards  one  clause, 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  asked  us 
indignantly,  with  a  sort  of  sneer  in  his 
voice,  "  If  the  thing  is  good  enough  for 
Scotland,  is  it  not  good  enough  for 
you  ?  "  But  that  particular  clause  was 
forced  by  the  Tories  upon  the 
Scotch  Members,  and  I  say  that 
what  was  merely  forced  on  the 
reluctant  Scotch  Members  is  not 
good  enough  for  Irish  Members. 
I  do  not  propose  to  follow  the 
arguments  that  have  been  presented 
to  the  House  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  in  support  of  the  Bill ;  but 
I  consider  provisions  have  been  intro- 
duced into  this  Bill  which  were  unknown 
to  any  Statute  whatever  in  this  country 
before.  It  has  been  worked  on  the 
principle  of  coercion,  and  begins  by 
putting  a  brand  on  the  Irish  people, 
so  that  even  a  measure  of  local  self- 
government  for  them  must  be  fortified 
round  by  new  clauses,  new  schemes, 
new  crimes  invented  for  the  purpose, 
and  new  means  of  punishment.  I  do 
not  care  whether  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  Bill  is  allowed  to  go 
through  its  first  reading  or  not. 
I  care  little  whether  it  is  opposed 
in  the  beginning,  or  whether  it 
is  opposed  in  the  end.  My  own 
feeling  is  that  we  ought  to  have 
nothing  whatever  to  do  with  it ;  that 
we  ought  to  express  that  feeling  in  the 
beginning,  and  reject  the  unclean 
thing.  If  I  might  venture  to  give  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  one  piece'  of 
advice,  the  piece  of  advice  which  I,  for 

Mr.  Justin  Ml  Car  thy 


one,  should  like  to  give  him,  would  be 
this — "Take  your  Bill,  and  put  it  in 
the  fire." 

(6.20.)  Mr.  W.  G.  ELLISON 
MACABTNEY  (Antrim,  S.) :  I  do  not 
imagine  that  there  will  be  in  the  minds 
of  the  cesspayers  of  Ireland  any  deep 
reflection  of  the  very  deep  indignation 
exhibited  on  the  Benches  opposite, 
because  I  conceive  that  when  the  cess- 
payers of  Ireland  examine  the  provisions 
of  this  Bill,  they  will  see  what  in  reality 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  proposes  to 
do  by  the  Bill.  The  Bill  proposes  to 
give  a  non-elected  and  non-elective 
body  a  complete  and  absolute  control 
over  the  fiscal  arrangements  of  the 
country.  ("No!"}  Yes;  that  is  what  the 
cesspayers  of  Ireland  have  long  desired 
to  obtain,  and  they  do  not  look  on 
the  establishment  of  County  Councils 
as  the  perpetration  of  any  deep  polities! 
design.  All  they  wish  to  have  is  the 
management  of  the  county  affairs  in 
their  own  hands,  and  I  believe,  so  far 
as  I  could  gather  from  the  clear  and 
explicit  statement  of  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury,  the  Bill — which  I  befieir 
to  be  a  broad  and  generous  Bill— wiD 
completely  fulfil  the  expectations  of  the 
majority  of  the  body  of  cesspayers  d 
Ireland,  whether  great  or  small.  I  do 
not  believe  that  there  exists  in  any  body 
of  cesspayers  in    Ireland    any  gratf 

Erospect  or  belief  in  seeing  their  attain 
anded  over  to  County  Councils  which 
would  have  unrestrained  and  unlimited 
powers  of  dealing  with  the  finances  d 
the  county;  and,  therefore,  I  think 
that  the  provisions  which  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  has  indicated  and 
placed  in  the  Bill  to  prevent  ex- 
travagant and  illegitimate  expee* 
diture  on  the  part  of  the  County 
Councils  will  be  as  heartily  recerfei 
by  the  small  cesspayers  as  by  As 
larger  cesspayers  in  Ireland.  I  should 
like  to  reserve  to  myself  full  liberty 
upon  one  or  two  of  the  clauses  40ft» 
nected  especially  with  the  franohisei 
and  I  thins,  the  areas  from  which  the 
Baronial  and  County  Councils  are  ts 
be  selected  ;  but,  generally  speaking,  I 
desire — and  I  think  I  am  expressing 
the  opinion  of  all  my  hon.  JWenk 
who  sit  on  this  side  of  the  House— 40 
congratulate  the  right  hon.  Gentlema* 
most  heartily  upon  the  measure  wUflk 
he  has  so  successfully  introduced. 
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*(6.25.)     Mh.    T.     W.    RUSSELL 
Tyrone,   S.) :    I   confess    I  speak  on 
.his  occasion  with  some  difficulty.     I 
save  not  made  any  secret  outside — and 
I  see  no  reason  why  I  should  make 
any  secret  inside — this  House  that  the 
constituency  that  I    represent  is  not 
nnanimously  in  favour  of  any  scheme 
of    local      self-government.     At    all 
events,  I  have  gone  to  my  constituents, 
and  in  every  part  of  the  constituency 
I  have  told  them  what  my  views  were. 
Now,  I  have  listened  to  the  speech  of 
(he  right  hon.  Gentleman  to-night,  and 
I  have  not  the  slightest  desire  to  go 
into  the  details  of  the  measure  which 
be  has  outlined.     But  there  are  one  or 
twopoint8  upon  which  I  should  like 
to  express  my  opinion  at  once.     First 
of     all,      as      regards     the     duties 
that     are     to     be     imposed     upon 
these    Councils,       I    do    not    think 
ihat  any  fair  objection  can  be  taken  to 
■he  scheme.     The  duties  of  the  new 
Councils  will  be  practically  the  same  in 
character  as  the  duties  of  the  English 
md  Scotch  Councils.    The  fiscal  func- 
tion of  the  Grand  Jury  as  distinguished 
rom   their  judicial    or    guim-judicial 
unctions  will  be  vested  in  these  elected 
xxlies.    Now  that  is  all  the  Govern- 
nent  promised  to  do,  and  I  do  not  think 
ihat  the  country  will  be  deceived  by 
khe  boisterous  merriment  of  the  Front 
Deposition  Bench  and  of  hon.  Members 
below  the  Gangway  when  they  come  to 
examine    in    cold    print    the    actual 
facts  of  the  case.    The  next  thing  I 
should  like  to  deal  with  are  the  pro- 
checks  and  safeguards  outlined 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  One  would 
,  to  near  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
tiie  Member  for  Newcastle,  that  they 
bad  never  been  a  party  to  a  Bill  intro- 
duced by  aMember  of  this  House,  that 
proposed  checks  and  safeguards  on  an 
Irian  Bill.  I  want  to  know  what  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Midlo- 
thian did  when  he  was  setting  up  a  Go- 
verning Body  in  Ireland — or  proposed 
to  set  up.  Why,  it  is  a  matter  of  fact  that 
be  hedged  that  Bill  round  with  safe- 
guards of  every  description,  and  actually 
created  two  Orders  in  the  Legislative 
Body    he    proposes   to    set    up.       I 
now   oome    to    the    question    of    the 
franchise.   Nobody  can  deny  that  here, 
igain,  the  country  will  see  to-morrow 
hat  the  basis  of  the  franchise  is  solid 


and  sound.     The  basis  of  the  franchise 
is  that  every  cesspayer  shall  have  a 
vote.  Nothing  could  be  wider,  nothing 
more  democratic,  than  that.     But  the 
right  hon.    Gentleman   by  his  Bill  is 
guilty,   says  the  hon.   Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Waterford,  of  one  great  sin 
— he   has  disfranchised  the   illiterate 
voter.    I  deny,  taking  the  speech  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  that  he  has  done 
anything  of  the  kind.     What  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  proposes  to  do,  as  I 
understand,    is    not     to     disfranchise 
anybody,  but  to  withdraw  the  privilege 
that  the  law  confers  upon  ignorance  in 
this  country.     It  is  very  easy  in  this 
country  to  laugh  about  the  illiterate 
voter.     They   are  not   a  considerable 
factor    in    either     English  or  Scotch 
elections  ;  but  when  they  come  up  to  a 
fourth  of  a  total  constituency,  or  more 
than  a  fourth,   they   then    become   a 
factor ;  and  I  say  it  is  not  any  hardship 
to  compel  the  illiterate  voter  to  do  the 
same  as  any  other  voter — that  he  must 
know  what  he  is  to  do.     And  in  view  of 
recent  elections  in  Ireland,  and  in  view 
of  the  fact  that    priests  were  to  be 
found   as  personating  agents    in    the 
polling     booths     superintending     the 
voting  of  these  illiterates,  I  say  the  right 
hon.   Gentleman   has  acted  wisely  in 
putting  that  clause  into  his  Bill,  and  I 
hope   he  will    stick    to    it.      I    now 
come  to  the  question  of    the   cumu- 
lative vote  as  distinguished  from  the 
franchise  itself,  and  I  confess  candidly 
that  I  have  some  little  doubts  about 
that.     I  have  some  doubts  about  the 
minority  vote  at  all,  and  I  tell  the 
House  candidly  why  I  have  doubts. 
It  will  very  probably  be  useful,  but  if 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  intention 
is    to    protect   or   to  help  Protestant 
minorities    to    representation   in    the 
South  and  West  of  Ireland,  in  almost 
every    case     in     that    part    of    the 
country     these     minorities     are      so 
slender  that  I  hardly  think  any  plan 
of  cumulative  voting  will  secure  them 
representation.     I  admit  that  it  will 
work  better  in  the  North,  and  I  think 
it  will  do  good  in  the  North,  because 
there  the  Catholic  minorities  are  sub- 
stantial, and  I  believe  by  this  plan  they 
will  get  representation,  which  I  hold  to 
be  a  good  thing,  on  these  Boards  in  the 
North.     There  are  counties  in  Ireland 
where  they  would  probably  have  no 
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representation  but  for  this ;  and,  whilst 
I  do  not  think  this  will  be  of  much  aid 
to  Protestant  minorities  in  the  South 
and  West,  I  believe  it  will  be  a  great 
help  to  substantial  Catholic  minorities 
in  the  North,  and  I  believe  that  it  is 
worthy  of  consideration  on  that  account 
alone.  But  I  am  convinced  of  this, 
that  of  all  plans  of  minority  voting  this 
is  the  least  harmful  and  the  easiest 
understood.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Waterford  (Mr.  J.  B.  Redmond)  waxed 
very  eloquent  about  the  County 
Council  being  hedged  in  with  regard  to 
capital  expenditure.  What  was  the 
promise  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Mem- 
ber for  Longford  (Mr.  T.  Healy)  last 
year?  I  remember  his  promise  per- 
fectly. 

Mr.    T.     M.     HEALY     (Longford, 
N.) :  I  stick  to  it. 

*Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL :  His  promise 
across  the  floor  of  the  House  was  : — 
"  If  you  introduce  a  Bill  founded  on 
the  lines  of  the  English  or  the  Scottish 
Bills  then  I  will  support  it." 
But  this  clause  about  capital 
expenditure  which  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Waterford  derides  is  abso- 
lutely founded  on  the  Scottish  prece- 
dent, and,  I  take  it,  is  almost  word  for 
word.  The  hon.  and  learned  Member's 
promise  was  not  to  support  a 
Bill    which    would    receive    the    sup- 

Krt  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Mem- 
r  for  Dumfries  (Mr.  R.  T.  Reid), 
but  such  a  Bill  as  was  embodied  in 
the  Scottish  Act. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  No,  no. 
*Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL :  I  remember 
the  promise  given  distinctly  across  the 
floor  of  the  House.  I  do  not  pretend 
to  fix  him  to  every  word  or  idea  in  the 
Bill ;  but  when  a  clause  such  as  this,  to 
control  the  expenditure,  comes  up  to 
be  discussed,  and  you  find  it  in  the 
Scottish  Act,  I  say  hon.  Members 
below  the  Gangway  are  barred  by  the 

Eromise  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Merri- 
er for  Longford  from  at  least  deriding 
it.  I  now  come  to  the  last  part  of  the 
Bill  that  I  care  to  discuss  on  the 
Motion  for  its  First  Reading,  and  I 
admit  at  once  that  I  think  the  Govern- 
ment will  find  themselves  in  the  greatest 
difficulty  in  regard  to  it — namely,  the 
provisions  with  regard  to  suppressing 
County  Councils  where  it  might  be 
d  ytosuppress  them.  But, 

1      M 


I  think,  the  House  at  all  events,  instead 
of  going  off  into  merriment  or  explod- 
ing in  passion  at  such  a  proposal  as 
that,  ought  to  look  the  facts  in  thefaoe 
as  they  exist  in  Ireland.  What  have 
we  been  told  ?  We  have  been  told  by 
hon.  Members  below  the  Gangway  that 
every  one  of  these  bodies  will  be 
captured — that  is  the  phrase— captured 
and  worked  for  political  purposes.  I 
am  not  saying  that  they  will  not;  I  am 
not  saying  that  they  ought  not  to  be. 
At  all  events,  there  is  fair  warning 
given  authoritatively  by  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  North  East  Cork  (Mr.  W. 
O'Brien),  that  everyone  of  these  bodies, 
that  every  public  and  popular  institu- 
tion of  the  country  would  be  captured 
for  ulterior  purposes.  I  start  with 
that,  and  I  say  the  House  is  bound  to 
take  cognizance  of  a  threat  of  that 
kind.  Will  the  House  take  the  analogy 
of  the  Board  of  Guardians  ?  They  a» 
also  public  and  popular  institutions. 

An  hon.  Member  :  Partly. 
*Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL.:  Well,  thflj 
are  the  only  popularly  elected  body  in 
the  country. 

Mr.  W.  O'BRIEN  :  What  about the 
ex  officios  ? 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  :  I  am  aware 
of  the  ex  officios,  but  I  say  the  Board 
of  Guardians  are  the  only  analogous 
Boards  that  you  can  consider,  became 
they  are  the  only  Boards  of  the  kind 
in  the  country.  I  want  to  ask,  and 
especially  do  I  want  to  ask  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
the  Bridgeton  Division  of  Glasgow 
(Sir  G.  Trevelyan),  how  many  Boards 
did  he  suppress?  These  Gentlemen 
go  off  in  merriment  and  in  explosion* 
of  indignation  at  the  idea  of  sup- 
pressing a  public  body,  when  they 
themselves  have  suppressed  them  times 
without  number  and  said  nothing  about 
it.  (Unionist  Cheers  and  Laughter.) 
Did  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  beheld 
that  they  ought  to  be  suppressed?  He 
must  have  done  so,  or  he  would  not 
have  suppressed  them,  and  if  he  be- 
lieves that  public  Boards  in  Ireland 
were  capable  of  doing  things  for  whioh 
he  judges  suppression  a  necessary 
punishment,  I  say  that  the  Government 
is  bound  in  this  Bill  to  act  in  the  same 
way.  I  do  not  object  to  the  powerof  sup- 
pression. I  object  to  the  method.  } 
think  that  is  cumbrous.    I  think  it  i»- 
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very  faulty,  and  I  do  not  think  I  shall 
be  able  to  support  it,  and  I  tell  the  Go- 
vernment that  candidly.  But  as  to  the 
neoeessity  for  some  power  of  appeal  in 
oases  of  malversation  I  have  not  the 
-slightest  doubt  that  that  is  necessary, 
and  I  hope,  whilst  that  clause  will  not 
be  passed,  that  some  power  will  be 
retained  which  will  be  capable  of  pull- 
ing those  Boards  up  when  occasion 
arises.  The  past  history  of  the  coun- 
try shows  that  occasion  has  arisen, 
and  if  it  has  arisen  in  the  past  we 
We  no  right  to  act  on  the  supposi- 
tion that  it  will  not  arise  in  the  future. 
I  do  not  know  that  I  ought  to  say  more 
^ave  in  regard  to  one  subject.  I  think 
1he  hon.  Member  for  West  Belfast  (Mr. 
•Sexton)  showed  his  hand  just  a  little 
too  plainly  during  the  speech  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury.  He  interrupted  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  to  know  what  he  pro- 
posed to  do  in  regard  to  imperative 
presentments.  I  say  that  is  just  show- 
ing his  hand  a  little  too  soon. 

Mb.  SEXTON :  What  is  my  hand  ? 

Mb.  SPEAKER :  Order,  order  ! 
♦Mb.  T.  W.  RUSSELL:  I  say  these 
are  subjects  of  which  we  have  had 
tome  experience  already.  They  in- 
volve presentments  for  extra  police, 
and  we  know  what  happened  in  the  city 
of  Limerick. 

Mb.  SEXTON  :  No,  no !     They  do 
not. 

♦Mb.  T.  W.  RUSSELL:  They 
involve,  I  maintain,  the  presentments 
kit  extra  police.  These  are  imperative 
presentments.  I  say  we  have  had 
some  experience  in  the  past  with  the 
limerick  Corporation  in  that  matter, 
tod  I  think  the  Government  have  acted 
rightly  in  simply  transferring  the  fiscal 
fenctions  of  the  Grand  Jury  and  retain- 
ing in  their  hands  their  judicial  and 
(van-judicial  functions. 

Mb.  SEXTON :  May  I  be  allowed 
to  say,  with  reference  to  the  hon. 
Gentleman's  remarks  that  I  showed 
toy  hand,  that  I  merely  asked  for  in- 
formation that  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man omitted  to  give,  and  there  is  no 
reason  why  the  County  Councils  more 
than  the  Grand  Jury  should  have  these 
presentments,  seeing  that  the  Judge  of 
wuse  can  make  an  order. 
•Mb.  T.  W.  RUSSELL:  At  all 
Events,  I  am  exceedingly  glad  that  that 


power  has  not  been  transferred  to  the 
County  Councils.  It  is  partly  a  judicial 
function,  and  I  hope  it  will  be  retained 
by  the  Grand  Jury.  It  is  much  too 
soon  to  discuss  the  clauses  of  this  Bill 
in  detail,  and  all  I  can  say  now  is  that 
I  am  prepared  to  vote  for  the  First 
Reading  of  this  Bill  if  there  be  a 
division  ;  and  whilst  I  reserve  to  myself 
full  liberty  on  the  clauses  of  the  Bill,  I 
believe  there  is  in  the  measure  the 
foundation  for  a  good  system  of  Local 
Government  for  Ireland 

(7.40.)  Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Long- 
ford,  N.) :  I  think  the  speech  of  the 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  South 
Tyrone  suffered  somewhat  from  the 
fact  that  he  was  not  able  to  have  it 
written  out  beforehand,  and  that  if  he 
had  seen  the  Bill  yesterday,  or  even 
this  morning,  he  would  have  made 
rather  a  better  hand  of  it.  The  hon. 
Member  challenges  me  with  regard  to 
an  expression  which  I  used  last  year 
with  reference  to  the  system  of  Local 
Government.  Everything  I  said  last 
year  I  fully  and  fairly  stand  by.  The 
whole  bent  of  my  mind — my  whole 
practice  and  desire  in  this  House  for 
12  years — has  been,  whenever  I  saw  a 
Bill  introduced  of  which  any  good 
whatever  could  be  made,  if  I  could 
possibly  do  so  without  sacrifice  of  prin- 
ciple, to  try  and  make  the  best  I  pos- 
sibly could  of  that  measure.  But  as  to 
this  Bill,  a  more  contemptible  Bill,  a 
Bill  more  impossible  for  us  to  accept, 
without  loss  of  self-respect,  I  have 
never  known  to  be  introduced.  The 
hon.  Member  for  South  Tyrone  (Mr. 
T.  W.  Russell)  mentioned  the  Scotch 
Act,  and  said  tnat  one  of  the  provisions 
which  was  taken  exception  to,  that 
which  is  called,  I  think,  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee Provision,  is  to  be  found  in  the 
Scotch  Act.  Very  good;  but  are  not 
the  rates  in  Scotland  divided?  The 
landlord  in  Scotland  pays  half  the 
county  rates,  and  that  being  so,  it  is 
very  legitimate  that  the  landlord  should 
have  representation.  But  is  that  so  with 
us?  The  hon.  Member  for  South 
Tyrone  is  a  Scotchman,  and  tries  to 
palm  this  off  on  the  ignorance  of  the 
House,  when  he  knows  very  well  that 
in  Scotland  the  occupier  only  pays  half 
the  county  rate,  and  in  Ireland  he  pays 
the  whole  of  it,  and  that,  therefore, 
while  in  point  of  form,  no  doubt,  it  may 
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seem  a  matter  of  equality  to  embody 
the  same  system  in  regard  to  both 
countries,  in  practice  and  in  fact  there 
is  a  gross  inequality  and  the  grossest 
injustice.  I  go  through  this  Bill  from 
start  to  finish,  and  from  the  crown 
of  its  head  to  the  sole  of  its  foot, 
and  I  find  no  goodness  or  soundness  in 
it.  My  only  regret  is  this,  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Newcastle  (Mr.  J.  Morley)  stated 
that  his  Party  would  not  divide  against 
it  on  the  First  Reading.  For  my  part  I 
can  only  say  that  I  shall  be  delighted 
if  the  Opposition,  whether  it  be  Liberal 
or  Nationalist,  divides  against  this  Bill. 
I  was  glad,  indeed,  to  hear  the  speech 
of  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for 
Waterford  (Mr.  J.  E.  Redmond).  I 
am  glad  he  took  the  line  he  did  ;  but, 
at  the  same  time,  without  laying  the 
blame  upon  any  Party,  I  mournfully 
reflect  that  the  true  inwardness  of  the 
Government  was  shown  by  the  Solicitor 
General  for  England  (Sir  E.  Clarke)  in 
a  speech  to  his  constituents  a  few 
months  ago,  when  he  pointed  out 
that  there  was  now  a  division  in  the 
Irish  ranks,  and  when  he  declared  that 
he  believed  that  the  Bill  of  the 
Government  would  be  an  easy  Bill  to 
pass,  because,  said  he,  "A  large  section 
of  the  Irish  Members  will  be  in  favour 
of  it."  I  believe  that  the  Government 
thought  they  had  Ireland  at  their  feet, 
and  that  owing  to  the  dissension  which 
prevails  in  our  country,  anything  could 
be  forced  down  our  throats.  But  I 
think  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
and  his  Party  will  find  before  very 
much  later  that  this  Bill  will  be  rather 
a  tougher  job  for  him  to  pass  into  law 
than  even  a  Coercion  Act.  I  can  well 
understand  the  Government  insisting 
that  a  particular  clause  must  be  passed 
in  the  interest  of  law  and  order  when 
it  was  a  Coercion  Bill  they  had  to  deal 
with,  on  the  plea  that  society  was 
crumbling  to  its  foundation,  and  that 
it  was  necessary  to  appoint  two 
Removables  to  deal  with  the  matter — 
that  there  was  some  Parliamentary 
necessity  for  proceeding  to  the  Closure. 
But  when  you  have  a  Bill  running  into 
all  the  crevices  and  interstices  of 
county  life  in  Ireland,  extending  to  at 
least  100  clauses,  dealing  with  the 
question  of  the  powers  of  the  old  Grand 
Juries  as  regards  malicious  injuries,  as 
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well  as  the  powers  of  the  new  body 
which  you  now  propose  to  constitute^ 
I  can  only  say  that  I  believe  this  Bill 
is  dead  and  buried  almost  before  it  is 
born.  Of  course,  there  is  one  thing  to 
be  said.  The  Government  may  bi 
serious  in  passing  the  Bill ;  but  if  they 
are,  I,  who  have  always  respected  the 
intellect  of  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury,  can  only  say  that  he  has 
fallen  very  much  in  my  estimation.  1 
cannot  conceive  that  any  man  of  tht 
astuteness  of  the  First  Lord  of  thi 
Treasury — except  he  believed  he  wouL 
capture  some  wing  of  the  Irish  Part] 
— would  expect  that  this  Bill  had  thi 
smallest  chance  of  passing  into  law 
If  he  has  no  hope,  what  is  the  good  oi 
this  Bill?  As  a  dissolving  Bui  it  is 
absolutely  worthless  to  Her  Majesty's 
Government.  You  cannot  recommend 
it  to  English  constituencies ;  you  can- 
not recommend  it  to  the  Scottish. 
The  Irish  constituencies  would  not 
have  it.  I  think  the  shadow  of  the 
Birmingham  Congress — where  the  pre- 
vious question  was  moved — will  so 
prevail  in  the  Tory  Party  that  they 
will  give  the  Bill  very  cold  support  oo 
their  platforms  when  the  Dissolution  is 
sprung  upon  them.  Therefore,  I  sty 
from  either  point  of  view,  whether  as  * 
stalking  horse  for  the  Dissolution,  or  as 
an  effective  measure  which  can  be 
passed  through  this  House,  the  Bill  is 
an  absolute  failure,  and  has  died  upon 
the  lips  of  its  author.  Therefore,  for  us 
to  make  any  criticism  as  to  its  provisions 
at  this  stage  would  be  an  absolute  Mis- 
take. English  Members,  who  know 
nothing  whatever  about  the  matted 
will  no  doubt  talk  eloquently  with 
respect  to  the  Grand  Jury  proposal 
Now,  let  me  inform  hon.  Gentlemen  ofi 
the  Tory  Benches  that  there  is  no  sub- 
ject more  difficult  to  understand  than 
the  subject  of  the  Irish  Grand  Juff 
law,  and  when  the  Member  for  South 
Tyrone  talked  about  "  imperative  pre- 
sentments," I  venture  to  think  he  did 
not  know  what  they  were.  A  great 
grievance  is  the  grievance  as  to  "  mafi- 
cious  injuries."  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man, with  half  the  astuteness  he  some- 
times displays,  gave  us  the  instan* 
that  the  Grand  Jury  would  still  he 
allowed  to  retain  the  power  of  mali- 
cious injury  in  cases  of  nmiming  and 
murdering.      Will  the   House  belie* 
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that  until  four  years  ago  it  was  not 
even  discovered  that  the  Grand  Jurors, 
except  under  the  Coercion  Acts,  had 
that  power,  and  they  now  only  have 
that  power  in  the  case  of  any  police- 
man injured  in  a  riot,  and  in  the  case 
of  a   witness  who    may  have    given 
evidence  for  the  Crown;  so  that  the 
rower  as  regards  maiming  and  mur- 
dering  is  non-existent    except  in  the 
most  special  cases.     And,  furthermore, 
in  the  very  place  where  that  power  is 
needed  more  than  anywhere  else,  the 
City  of  Belfast, where  the  Catholics  were 
mowed  down  in  1886,  and  where  police- 
men were  shot  and  killed,  that  power 
does  not  exist  at  all.    The  widow  of  a 
constable,   a  most  respectable  woman 
with  a  helpless  family,  because  that 

Swer  does  not  exist,  was  left  penniless 
til  a  grant  was  given  from  Her 
Majesty's  Government.  What  is  the 
power  of  the  Grand  Jury  as  regards 
malicious  injury?  They  have  this 
power,  and  a  more  mischievous  power 
was  never  placed  in  the  hands  of  irre- 
sponsible men,  who  do  not  pay  one 
penny  from  their  pockets.  A  haystack 
is  burned.  It  is  always  the  haystack 
of  a  land  grabber.  It  is  forgotten 
that  the  very  fact  that  if  the  man  came 
before  a  landlords'  body  and  said 
that  he  was  a  land  grabber,  that  is 
the  very  thing  to  get  compensation  at 
twice  the  ordinary  rate  of  pay.  There 
was  the  case  of  Mrs.  Lucas — tried 
at  Cork  Assizes  four  years  ago.  She 
was  the  wife  of  a  Grand  Juror,  the 
wife  of  a  Magistrate  of  the  County  of 
Cork,  and  she  was  tried  for  arson — for 
Pouring  paraffin  on  the  curtains,  with 
her  own  babes  in  a  cradle  in  the  upper 
loom.  She  got  compensation  from  the 
Grand  Jury  for  malicious  injuries,  on 
the  ground  that  she  was  boycotted,  and 
her  husband  himself  was  one  of  the 
Grand  Jury.  If  there  ever  was  a 
provision  which  worked  injustice  it 
is  this  provision  with  regard  to  mali- 
cious injury.  When  we  wish  for  county 
reform  in  Ireland,  and  when  we  desire 
Grand  Jury  reform,  which  would  get 
rid  of  this  odious  malicious  injury 
system,  which  has  worked  so  much 
injustice  in  the  past,  I  would  not 
rive  sixpence  for  a  Bill  which 
lid  not  deal  with  this  question. 
[  shall  be  told  by  some  gentlemen 
>pposite  that  this  presentment  can  be 


traversed.  Yes,  it  can  be  traversed 
before  a  Judge  of  Assize,  one 
of  the  gentlemen  who  are  to  have 
the  power  of  destroying  these  new 
County  Boards.  It  may  be  traversed 
by  cumbrous  machinery.  All  the 
Judges,  with  two  exceptions,  I  think, 
refused  common  juries  in  these  cases. 
Who  are  the  best  judges,  from  the 
landlords'  point  of  view,  whether  this 
Bill  is  a  good  one  or  not?  The  Irish 
landlords.  And  the  Irish  landlords 
assume,  as  a  matter  of  course,  by  reso- 
lution of  their  Committee,  that  the  Go- 
vernment would  deal  with  this  question 
of  malicious  injuries.  Did  the  Land- 
lords' Committee,  or  at  any  rate  as 
many  of  the  landlords  who  have  intelli- 
gence, propose  to  deal  with  the  subject  ? 
Did  they  imagine  it  would  be  left  to 
the  Grand  Jury  to  continue  to 
have  -this  power?  Then  the  Irish 
landlords  are  more  extreme  than 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury. 
They  passed  a  resolution  taking  away 
from  the  Grand  Jurors  the  power  of 
malicious  injuries,  and  they  proposed 
to  place  it  on  the  County  Court  Judge. 
So  that,  in  the  confession  of  the  land- 
lords themselves,  the  Government  are 
taking  a  retrograde,  and  even  a  re- 
actionary step.  The  other  day  the 
Member  for  South  Tyrone  had  300 
bogus  voters  in  his  constituency.  They 
were  all  allowed  to  go  on,  because  the 
revising  barrister  refused  to  grant  the 
objections,  and  the  revising  barrister 
got  100  guineas  for  doing  that  duty  for 
the  Member  for  South  Tyrone.  The 
Member  for  South  Tyrone  got  him 
made  a  County  Court  Judge  with 
£1,200  a  year.  For  my  own  part, 
bad  as  the  proposal  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government  is,  I  should 
regard  the  proposal  of  the  Irish  Land- 
lords' Committee  as  far  better  than 
that  which  is  in  this  Bill.  It  may  be 
that  the  Government  have  made  this 
Bill  so  bad  as  it  is  for  the  purpose  of 
having  Amendments  made  to  it  in  Com- 
mittee. They  propose  something  awfully 
bad — so  bad,  that  anything  will  be  an 
improvement  on  it.  Then  when  you 
propose  something  decent  the  Govern- 
ment will  say,  "  Let  us  split  the 
difference,"  and  they  give  us  something 
betwixt  and  between.  That  may  be 
the  idea  working  in  the  mind  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman.     If  it  is,  I  will 
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say  the  whole  Bill  will  want  a  new 

lock,  a  new  stock,  and  a  new  barrel.    I 

cannot  conceive  any  portion  of  it  which 

commends  itself  to  the  judgment  of 

any  section  of  Irish  Members  in  the 

House.      The  mere  fact  of  refusing  to 

deal  with  malicious  injuries,  alone  is  a 
serious  defect.       To  talk  about  other 
questions,  the  question  of  the  franchise 
or  the  question  of  the  cumulative  vote, 
would,  I  think,  be  almost  useless  at 
the  present  moment.     The  only  thing 
I  wish  to  say  is,  I  hope  English  Mem- 
bers will  be  instructed  by  the  unanimity 
with  which  both  sides  of   the  Irish 
Party  desire  to  preserve  the  illiterate 
vote.     I  saw  in  a  pamphlet,  sent  out  in 
England  recently,  the  statement  that 
the  priests  were  at  Cork  in  front  of 
the  booth  with  the  crucifix.      I  never 
yet  saw  a  priest  with  a  crucifix  any- 
where outside  his  chapel.      Therefore, 
so  far  as  we  are  concerned,  if  you  put 
in  these  illiterate  voters  in  the  interest 
of  either  section  of  the  Irish  Party 
both  equally  repudiate  them.       Cer- 
tainly the  last  to  make  any  proposition 
with  regard  to  the  illiterates  should  be 
the  Conservative  Party.   You  kept  them 
in  ignorance.     You  put  the  same  price 
on  the  head  of  a  schoolmaster  as  on  the 
head  of  a  wolf.     You  refused  to  allow 
us  to  deal  with  our  schools,  our  school- 
masters, or  with  regard  to  the  whole 
question    of    education,    except  upon 
some  English  plan.     No  doubt  it  suits 
the  superfine  English  gentleman  who 
has  robbed  the  Church  of  this  country, 
and  given  his  children   education   at 
the  expense  of  the  poor,  because,  after 
all,  the  monasteries  taught  the  poor, 
which  you  did  not  do  in  the  Universities. 
You  get  your  education  at  the  expense 
of  the  poor  in  Oxford  and  Cambridge, 
but  turn  up  your  nose  at  some  of  us 
who  have  hardly  got  any  school  educa- 
tion.    Whatever  state  of  things  prevail 
in    Ireland    is    your    handiwork.      If 
an  Irishman   is  ignorant  and  uncivil- 
ised— if,  to  use  a  famous  phrase  of  the 
uncle  of  the  First  Lord  of  the  Trea- 
sury, he  is  an  Hottentot — for  all  these 
things  he  has  to  thank  you  and  your 
Parliament.     It  is  admirably  instruc- 
tive as  to  the  true  inwardness  of  the 
Tory  Party  in  this  latter  end  of  the 
nineteenth   century  that,  after  having 
endured  your  rule  for  seven  centuries, 
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you  now  propose  to  punish  the  men 
you  have  robbed  and  kept  ignorant  for 
their  crimes. 

(t.2.)  Sib  WILLIAM  HABCOUM 
(Derby) :  My  hon.  and  learned  Friend 
who  has  just  sat  down  rather  objected 
I  think  to  the  statement  made  by  my 
right  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  New- 
castle, that  we  should  not  vote  against 
the  First  Reading  of  this  Bill.  Now, 
I  have  one  argument  to  address  to  my 
hon.  and  learned  Friend  which  I  thini 
will  have  some  weight.  If  we  did  not 
vote  for  the  First  Reading  of  this  BiD, 
this  Bill  would  never  be  printed.  Now, 
our  object  should  be  to  give  the  largest 
circulation  that  we  possibly  can  to  thil 
Bill.  I  think  we  ought  to  have  cheap 
editions  of  it ;  that  the  Liberal  vans 
throughout  the  counties  of  England 
should  be  stocked  with  this  Bill,  that 
they  should  enable  the  illiterates  of  the 
rural  districts — those  people  who  art 
not  fit  for  county  government  as  we 
have  heard  so  often — to  form  a  troe 
opinion  of  what  the  Government  think 
county  government  ought  to  be  in  thil 
country.  Therefore,  Sir,  for  my  part,  I 
should  be  disposed  to  take,  at  ail  events, 
the  preliminary  measure,  which  would 
enable  the  people  of  England  to  under- 
stand two  things — first  of  all,  the  point 
of  view  from  which  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment approach  the  treatment  of  the 
self-government  of  Ireland — treatment 
which,  as  a  Gentleman  below  the  Gang- 
way said,  amounts  to  this,  that  a  mow 
insulting  Bill  to  the  people  of  Ireland, 
more  insulting  in  its  provisions  and  in 
the  manner  in  which  it  was  presented, 
cannot  be  imagined.  Why,  it  profeseei 
to  be  a  great  remedial  measure  for 
Ireland ! 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  No,  no ! 

Sib  WILLIAM  HARCOUET:  1 
know  you  say  it  is  not  a  self-govern- 
ment Bill,  but  it  ought  to  be ;  it  is  the 
basis  of  all  reconciliation  between  the 
English  and  Irish  people;  and  Iwti 
going  to  say  that  it  is  not  the  provision! 
of  this  Bill  alone,  but  it  is  the  point  d 
view  and  the  tone  of  the  right  hoa 
Gentleman  in  presenting  it  whki 
shows  us  what  his  conception  if 
of  the  relations  between  England 
and  Ireland,  when  he  says  thai 
the  Bill  for  the  establishment  d 
local  self-government  in  Ireland  ia  l 
trilling  Bill  compared  with  a  Coenka 
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Bill,  or  a  Bill  for  the  making  of  light 
railways  in  Ireland.  Well,  I  shall  not, 
at  all  events,  vote  against  the  First 
Beading  of  this  Bill,  because  I  wish  it 
to  be  published  throughout  the  length 
and  breadth  of  the  land.  Sir,  if  there 
is  anybody  who  should  desire  to  in- 
tercept this  Bill,  it  should  be  the  gentle- 
men who  sat  behind  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman.  Why  does  not  he,  after 
what  I  think  he  has  seen  of  the  opinion 
in  this  House,  get  some  other  noble  Lord 
to  perform  the  friendly  office  which 
was  performed  to  this  measure  at  the 

Ci  Conservative  meeting  at  Birming- 
?  Why,  those  delegates  had  a 
peat  deal  more  common  sense  than 
the  Cabinet  they  were  called  upon 
to  support.  Why  does  he  not  get 
tome  friendly  Member  on  these  benches 
to  move  "the  Previous  Question,"  so  as 
to  relieve  him  of  his  own  Bill?  He 
might  save  them  from  the  disaster 
which  was  contemplated  at  Birming- 
ham. Sir,  we  cannot  forget  that  this 
is  a  Birmingham  Bill.  The  stamp  of 
Birmingham  liberalism  it  on  its  face. 
But  where  are  its  supporters?  What 
has  become  of  the  Liberal  Unionists 
Brigade?  Why  are  they  not  here  to 
"help  the  lame  dog  over  the  stile"? 
Talk  of  running  away !  He,  the  hon. 
Member  for  Bordesley  (Mr.  Jesse  Col- 
lings),  slunk  out  after  them.  But  I  must 
do  this  justice  to  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury, 
that  in  this  judgment  of  Solomon  he 
did  not  speak  with  the  language  of  the 
true  mother  of  the  Bill.  No,  Sir,  the 
mother  of  this  Bill  sat  at  the  end  of 
this  Bench.  I  saw  in  his  countenance 
bow  much  he  felt  for  the  imminent  fate 
of  his  infant.  I  would  venture  seriously 
to  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  after 
we  have  paid  him  the  decent  compli- 
ment of  reading  his  Bill  a  first  time, 
guided  very  much  by  the  considerations 
to  which  I  have  alluded,  whether  it  is 
worth  his  while  to  waste  this  Session 
upon  such  a  Bill  as  this  ?  He  has  got 
a  colleague,  sitting  next  but  one  to  him, 
who  can  tell  him  something  about  com- 
pensation, and  what  happened  to  the 
Compensation  Bill.  But,  Sir,  the  Com- 
pensation Bill  was  a  joke  compared  to 
this  Bill ;  I  should  say  that  this  is  the 
*orse  joke  of  the  two.  I  have  a  high 
^pinion  of  the  intelligence  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman.    Does  he  really  think 


it  is  worth  while  wasting  the  time  of 
the  House  of  Commons  with  a  Bill 
which  it  is  using  the  mildest  language 
to  call  an  absurdity  ?  Nobody  can  con- 
ceive seriously  that  a  Government 
can  propose  for  the  acceptance  of  the 
House  of  Commons  such  a  measure  as 
this.  It  is  not  necessary  to  refer  to 
any  other  clause  than  the  notable 
clause  of  the  trial  of  the  County  Council, 
solvuntur  risu  tabula.  If  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  will  only  take  a  sensible 
view  of  this  matter  I  am  perfectly 
willing  to  say  to  him  tu  missus  abibis. 
But  the  trial  of  the  County  Council — 
may  I  be  there  to  see  it ;  it  will  be  a 
spectacle  such  as,  I  think,  has  never 
been  witnessed.  When  the  two  Judges 
have  retired  and  have  pronounced  the 
County  Council  guilty,  and  the  culprits 
are  removed  from  the  dock,  then  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  will  produce  a  new 
County  Council.  Do  you  call  that  a 
Government  that  can  produce  to  the 
ridicule  of  mankind  such  a  measure  as 
this  as  fulfilling  the  great  offices  of  self 
government  in  this  country  ?  Well, 
now,  Sir,  I  venture  to  speak  only  in 
the  interests  of  Public  Business,  and  I 
would  entreat  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man to  have  some  compassion  upon  the 
House  of  Commons.  You  may  carry  a 
joke  too  far.  It  is  all  very  well  for  one 
night.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
afforded  us  excellent  sport  for  a  few 
hours  before  dinner,  and  we  are  very 
grateful  to  him  ;  but  if  this  farce  is  to 
be  continued,  if  the  time  of  the  House 
is  to  be  wasted  on  such  rubbish  as  this, 
I  think  the  sooner  you  send  us  to  our 
constituents  the  better,  because,  depend 
upon  it,  they  will  not  waste  many  weeks 
in  forming  a  judgment  upon  this 
measure  and  disposing  of  it.  Therefore 
I  would  really  recommend  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  to  take  his  First  Bead- 
ing, and  then  to  assure  us  that  we  shall 
hear  no  more  of  this  Bill,  and  then  go 
on  with  some  business  which  is  fitting 
for  men  of  common  sense. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUB :  I  have 
naturally  listened  with  interest,  I  may 
say  with  entertainment,  and  possibly 
with  profit,  to  the  short  conversational 
Debate  which  has  occurred  on  the  First 
Beading  of  this  Bill,  and  I  have  noticed 
I  think  in  the  speeches  of  all  the 
hon.  and  right  hon.  Gentlemen  who 
have   attacked  this    measure  a  parti 
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pris — a  pre-arrangement  of  opposi- 
tion, which  I  think  indicates  that 
they  had  made  up  their  minds  how 
they  were  going  to  receive  it  long  before 
our  proposals  were  made  to  the  House. 
I  did  not  begin  early  enough  to  take 
notes  of  the  speeches  to  have  anything 
like  a  complete  catalogue  of  the  various 
contumelious  epithets  which  have  been 
heaped  upon  our  proposal.  One  hon. 
Member  described  the  Bill  as  "contemp- 
tible" ;  another  as  "  an  insult " ;  a  third 
as  "  a  sham  "  ;  a  fourth  as  "  wrong  from 
the  crown  of  its  head  to  the  sole  of  its 
foot  "  another  as  "a  monstrous  impos- 
ture." An  Irish  Member  who  knows  a 
great  deal  about  these  things  said  that 
it  would  take  as  long  to  pass  as  the 
Coercion  Act,  and  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman who  has  just  sat  down  threat- 
ened us  with  the  same  kind  of  opposition 
which  he  led  with  such  brilliant  courage 
against  the  Licensing  Bill  of  my  right 
hon.  Friend  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer.  The  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Longford  seems  to  think 
that  this  Bill  is  of  extraordinary  cha- 
racter— that  it  must  have  been  bronght 
in  by  arrangement  with  one  of  the 
wings  of  the  Irish  Party. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HBALY :  I  did  not  say 
anything  of  the  kind. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR  :  That  violent 
and  eccentric  hypothesis  has  been  ad- 
vanced by  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man to  account  for  such  a  measure 
being  produced.  The  hon.  Gentleman 
said  we  wanted  to  capture  one  of  the 
wings  of  the  Irish  Party. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HBALY:  I  never  said 
anything  of  the  kind.  I  said  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  must  have  hoped  to  do 
so,  for  a  colleague  of  his  own  (the 
Solicitor  General  for  England)  indicated 
that  in  a  speech  of  his. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  Well,  Sir, 
I  am  sorry  to  say  I  had  no  more  subtle 
or  sinister  designs  in  bringing  forward 
this  Bill  than  those  which  I  have 
explained  in  my  speech.  I  endea- 
voured, without  colouring  the  matter 
one  way  or  other,  to  explain  to  the 
House  the  advantages  that  would  be 
derived  by  Ireland  from  local  govern- 
ment, and  I  do  not  for  a  moment 
pretend  that  more  than  those  advan- 
tages would  follow  from  this  or  from 
any  other  Local  Government  Bill.  It 
was  not   I  who  said  that  this  would 

Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour 


settle  the  Irish  question,  or  that 
any  other  conceivable  BUI  would 
settle  the  Irish  question.  It  was  not  I 
who  said  or  pretended  that  it  would 
bring  into  harmony  those  parties  who 
have  so  long  disturbed  Irish  politic*. 
These  are  sentiments  pat  into  my 
mouth  by  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite, 
and  which  derive  no  colour  whatever 
from  anything  I  have  said  before.  I 
want  the  House  and  the  country  to 
understand  in  a  word  what  is  the 
character  of  the  Bill  that  has  been  so 
treated.  The  Bill  agrees  with  ths 
English  and  the  Scotch  Bills  in 
handing  over  the  management  of 
county  government  to  Councillor* 
elected  by  an  absolutely  democratic 
vote,  if  that  is  the  word ;  a  vote  not 
differing  essentially  from  the  vote  by 
which  Members  of  this  House  an 
returned.  It  agrees  with  the  Scotch 
Bill  in  handing  over  to  the  County 
Councils  so  elected  management  « 
sanitary  affairs  as  well  as  the  manage- 
ment of  roads,  asylums,  and  oths 
matters  of  that  kind.  The  County 
Councils  and  the  Baronial  Councib 
elected  by  this  wide  suffrage  bsn 
absolute  control  over  the  ordinary 
management  of  their  ordinary  affiain* 
The  only  limit  put  upon  them  with 
regard  to  the  works  they  shall  under- 
take is  a  limit  which  has  already  been 
imposed  in  Scotland,  and  which,  so  fa 
as  I  know,  has  never  been  described  as 
either  rendering  the  Scotch  system 
inefficacious  or  unjust,  or  Scotcnmfl 
who  have  adopted  it  either  start 
or  Hottentots.  So  far  as  the  broad 
divisions  of  the  Bill  are  concerned 
they  are  taken  from  the  measure  JW 
have  already  passed  for  England  and 
Scotland.  I  admit  there  is  one  olio* 
dealing  with  the  power  of  suspending 
the  County  Councils — not  treating  then 
criminally,  as  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
without  the  slightest  warrant,  chose  to 
suppose.  There  is  a  provision  ty 
which,  after  judicial  inquiry  by  I 
tribunal  which  has  been  thought  strong 
enough  to  decide  whether  a  Member 
shall  sit  in  this  House,  and  to  determirt 
whether  constituencies  shall  return  I 
Member  to  this  House ;  before  that  tri- 
bunal we  have  proposed,  and  we  thiri 
we  are  right  in  proposing,  that  oases  oi 
corruption,  malversation,  and  oppttfr 
sion  should  be  tried.     In  what  sen* 
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is  that  an  insult  to  the  Irish  people  ? 
In  what  sense  is  that  a  limit  to  the 
true  powers  of  the  County  Councils  in 
Ireland?      Will  it  be  maintained  by 
say  human    being    that    a    County 
Council,  not  guilty  of  oppression  or 
malversation,    or    corruption,  will  be 
found  by  two  Irish  elected  Judges  to 
be  unworthy  of  continuing  in  office  ? 
It  will    not    be  so  found.     No  man 
believes    for   one    moment    that    the 
verdict  of  a  tribunal  like  that  would  be 
in  unjust  verdict.     Therefore,  the  only 
possibility  of  the  prophecy  in  which 
the  right  hon.  Oentleman  indulged  of 
the  County  Council   standing    before 
suoh   a  Judge,    and  hearing  his  un- 
favourable   opinion  of   their  conduct, 
.  must  depend  upon  the  fact  that  in  the 
judgment  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
County  Councils    in  Ireland  will  be 
guilty  of  malversation  and  corruption. 
Except  in  that  event  the  clause  in  the 
Bill  would  have,  and  ought  to  have,  no 
operation.    In  that  event,  who  will  deny 
that  we  are  bound  to  find  some  method 
by  which  laches  like  this  can  be  dealt 
with?    I  wish  the  House,  and  I  wish 
the  country,  to  judge  from  this  Debate 
what  amount  of  sincerity  there  is  in 
the  cry  sent  up  by  hon.  Gentlemen  for 
Local  Government  in  Ireland.    Those 
cries  are  branded  from  the  first  with 
the  stamp  of  insincerity  by  the  speeches 
we   have    heard.      The    Member    for 
Longford  said  it  was  not  worth  while 
discussing  this    Bill,    which  did  not 
alter  the  existing  law  with  regard  to 
compensation  for    malicious    injuries. 
What   was  that    to    do    with    Local 
Government    in    Ireland?      (An  hon. 
Ksiibeb  :  Why  do  you  give  it  to  the 
Grand  Juries  ?)    We  do  not  alter  the 
l»w.    Because  we  bring  in  a  Bill  to 
deal  with  County  Government  in  Ire- 
land, and  in  addition    did    not    also 
happen  to  deal  with  the  reform  of  the 
Grand  Jury  Law  relating  to  compensa- 
tion for    malicious  injuries,   therefore 
these   lovers    of    Local   Government, 
these  people  who  desire  that  the  ordi- 
nary ratepayers  should  have  complete 
Management  of  their  own  affairs,  will 
not  look  at  the  Bill.    They  say  it  is 
oontemptible,  it  is  ridiculous,  it  is  a 
sham.    Is  it  not  certain  that  a  man 
who   can    deliberately    reject  a  Bill, 
which,  on  the  widest  possible  franchise, 
does  give  complete  control  to  counties  of 


their  affairs,  such  as  is  given  in  Scot- 
land, and  who  rejects  that  Bill  because 
it  does  not  go  outside  the  province  of 
Local  Government  and  deal  with  the 
perfectly  alien  question  of  malicious 
injuries,  is  perfectly  indifferent  to  Local 
Government  ?  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man opposite  advised  me  to  drop  this 
Bill  at  once,  and  tells  me  that  they  are 
going  to  offer  a  kind  of  obstructive 
opposition,  such  as  has  been  offered  by 
them  on  previous  occasions,  and  that 
the  whole  Session  will  be  wasted  if  we 
deal  with  this  question  at  all.  Are 
they  going  to  pose  about  the  country  as 
the  friends  of  Local  Government  ?  This 
Bill,  at  all  events,  gives  to  the  Irish 
ratepayer  what  he  has  never  had— 
complete  power  to  manage  his  own 
affairs.  If  you  reject,  as  you  say 
you  are  going  to  reject,  this  Bill ; 
if  you  render  it  impossible,  as 
you  say  you  will  make  it  impos- 
sible, for  us  to  pass  this  Bill,  you  will 
postpone  indefinitely  the  privileges 
which  the  Government  propose  to  give 
to  the  Irish  ratepayers  and  taxpayers, 
as  they  have  already  given  them  to  the 
people  of  England  and  Scotland.  But 
if  you  think  you  cure  going  to  reap  poli- 
tical advantage  by  going  about  the 
country  denouncing  us  for  having  in- 
troduced a  clause  in  this  Bill  by  which 
a  County  Council  in  Ireland  which 
oppresses  is  not  to  be  allowed  to  exist 
any  longer — if  you  think  you  are  going 
to  make  political  capital  out  of  the 
statement  that  we  have  dared  to  intro- 
duce a  clause  in  this  measure  by  which 
the  weak  and  the  poor  are  to  be  pro- 
tected from  the  numerous  and  the 
strong,  I  think  you  will  make  nothing 
of  that.  There  is  not  a  platform  in 
this  country,  nor  an  audience  in  this 
country,  before  whom  I  could  not  go 
bearing  in  my  hand  instances  in  which 
popular  bodies  in  Ireland  have  already 
shown  what,  under  circumstances  and 
under  some  temptation,  they  are 
capable  of.  I  ask  the  English  people 
whether  we  should  not  be  acting 
criminally  towards  the  minority  in 
Ireland  if  we  did  not  extend  some  pro- 
tection to  them  ?  In  the  meanwhile,I  cart 
only  take  note  of  the  declarations  that 
have  been  made.  I  interpret  those 
declarations  as  a  distinct  statement  on 
the  part  both  of  the  official  Leaders  of 
the  Opposition  and  of  those  who  repre- 
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sent  both  sections  of  the  Nationalist 
Party  below  the  Gangway,  that  they 
mean  to  use  every  Party  weapon  they 
can  command  to  prevent  this  Bill 
becoming  law.  I  take  note  that 
the  only  reason  they  do  that  is 
because  we  introduce  machinery 
to  stop  corruption  and  oppression, 
and  I  draw  from  it  the  inference  that  it 
is  not  freedom  and  not  Local  Govern- 
ment they  care  for,  but  the  desire 
to  make  something  out  of  the  County 
Councils.  They  desire  and  expect  to  be 
able  if  this  provision  is  not  introduced 
into  the  Bill  to  use  the  powers  of  the 
Council  either  for  corruption  or  for 
oppression,  and  for  carrying  on  the 
cause  of  the  Party  of  which  they  are  the 
representatives. 

(7.27.)  Mr.  MAHONY  (Meath,  N.) : 
The  insulting  observations  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  are  very  simply 
and  very  shortly  dealt  with  by  asking 
him  if  the  provisions  were  so  salutary 
why  were  they  not  applied  to  England 
and  to  Scotland?  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  finds  that  the  Irish  Members 
of  all  sections  are  opposed  to  this  Bill. 
The  reason  is  a  very  simple  one.  It 
is  because  this  Bill  is  drawn  on  the 
assumption  that  for  some  reason  or 
another  Irishmen  are  inferior  to  English- 
men and  Scotchmen.  So  long  as  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  and  hon.  Members 
in  this  House  mean  to  legislate  for 
Ireland  on  the  assumption  that  Ireland 
is  inferior  to  England  and  Scotland  in 
any  respect,  so  long  will  their  measures 
meet  with  every  opposition  that  it  is 
possible  for  Irish  Members  to  give 
them. 

*(7.32.)  Mr.  KNOX  (West  Cavan)  :  I 
want  to  know  why  it  is  that  the  non. 
Members  for  North  Armagh  and  North 
Down  are  not  present  during  this  dis- 
cussion ?  The  only  explanation  of  this 
extraordinary  event  is  that  they  are 
engaged  in  organising  the  poor  and  the 
weak  in  Ulster  against  the  oppression 
which  would  be  possible  under  this 
Bill. 

Mr.  MACAKTNEY  (South  Antrim) : 
My  hon.  and  gallant  Friend  the  Member 
for  North  Armagh  is  suffering  from  in- 
fluenza. 

*Mr.  KNOX :  I  am  very  sorry  to  hear 
that.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  tells  us 
that  these  provisions  are  inserted  in  the 
Bill,because  the  Irish  people  have  shown 

Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour 


that  they  have  been  guilty  of  a  oo 
tion  which  English  and  Scotch  p 
have  not  been  guilty  of.  Have  we  i 
heard  of  the  Metropolitan  Boai 
Works?  In  the  Capital  City  o: 
Kingdom — a  city  which  is  the  hot! 
Toryism — you  had  a  spectacle  of 
ruption  which  you  have  never 
equalled  in  the  poorest  Board  of  ( 
dians  in  Ireland.  You  talk  of  pol 
corruption  !  The  man  whom  hon;  1 
bers  opposite  wish  to  be  styled 
Mayor  of  Belfast,  who  was  to  have 
the  entertainer  of  the  right  hon. 
tleman  the  First  Lord  of  the  Trei 
on  his  visit  to  that  town,  is  a  me 
of  a  firm  of  contractors,  and  his  pa 
tenders  for  contracts  under  the 
poration  of  Belfast.  He  says  he 
some  arrangement  with  his  partn( 
which  the  profits  do  not  go  intc 
Lord  Mayor's  pocket.  Butneithe 
Corporations  of  Dublin  or  Cork,  o 
other  city  in  Ireland,  would  have  { 
contracts  to  the  partner  of  their  < 
Magistrate.  That  is  the  one  oa 
declared  open  and  scandalous 
conduct  which  you  can  find  any  to 
of  in  the  Local  Government  of  Ire 
I  wish  to  ask  the  right  hon.  Gk 
man  whether  this  provision  is  spe* 
inserted  in  order  to  prevent  the 
Mayor  of  Belfast  from  giving  cont 
to  his  partner?  Then,  what  abou 
pooi  and  the  weak  ?  We  used  to 
of  the  wealth  and  intelligence  oi 
opponents,  of  their  strong  right  a 
which  were  going  to  resist  any  met 
of  Home  Rule  for  Ireland.  Your] 
in  Ireland,  on  behalf  of  whom  you 
refused  for  the  last  six  years  to 
even  the  rudimentary  rights  of  mti 
to  the  vast  mass  of  the  people  of 
land,  are,  after  all,  so  poor  and  \ 
that  you  have  to  invent  a  scheu 
checks  and  balances  and  safeguf 
different  to  anything  that  has  ever 
seen  in  any  other  Local  Governi 
Bill.  The  people  of  Ireland  ar 
for  Local  Government,  but  they  an 
fit  for  the  Local  Government  prop 
by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  1 
do  not  see  the  wisdom  of  8ettm( 
an  elaborate  sham.  We  do  not 
exception  to  any  provision  which  '• 
ut  down  corruption  and  oppres! 
ut  we  do  take  exception  to  the  n 
strous  proposal  to  give  the  Judges 
right  to  punish  the  County  Council 
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Ireland  because  they  opposed  the 
3onservative  Party.  We  shall  offer  to 
this  Bill  the  most  decided  and  deter- 
mined opposition ;  and  as  the  Bill 
must  be  a  complicated  one,  and  as  the 
statutes  dealing  with  Local  Govern- 
ment are  numerous,  it  will  be  possible 
faros  to  oppose  this  Bill  in  a  way 
which  may  exceedingly  embarrass  Her 
Majesty's  Government.  There  will 
be  no  difficulty  in  drawing  Amend- 
ments which  would  occupy  no  small 
part  of  the  time  of  this  Session ;  and 
if  my  hon.  Friends  sitting  around  me 
are  of  the  same  opinion  I  think  the 
Government  will  hesitate  to  press  on 
this  measure  in  the  face  of  the  opposi- 
tion which  it  will  encounter. 

(7.37.}  Mr.  AMBROSE  (Middlesex, 
larrow) :  I  decline  to  express  any  opin- 
on  on  the  Bill  till  I  have  seen  it.  I 
iae  mainly  in  consequence  of  the  in- 
ignation,  real  or  assumed,  expressed 

!r  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
ember  for  Derby  and  other  speakers, 
foe  would  suppose  that  the  Members 
>r  Derby  and  Newcastle  had  never 
eard  of  local  governing  bodies  being 
antrolled  by  the  Courts  of  Law.  I 
now  of  no  Local  Government,  either 
ast  or  present,  which  is  not  directly 
ibjected  to  the  control  of  the  Courts 
[  Law.  It  is  the  common  practice 
>r  applications  to  be  made  to  the 
ourt  of  Queen's  Bench  to  keep 
ostices  within  their  proper  jurisdiction, 
ad  to  get  them  to  discharge  their  duty ; 
ad  when  they  fail  to  discharge  their 
nty  you  can  get  a  mandamus  to 
impel  them  to  do  so.  If  after  this 
ley  do  not  discharge  their  duty,  they 
fould  be  adjudged  by  the  Court  to  be 
uilty  of  contempt  of  Court.  We  need 
ot  go  into  ancient  history.  We  have 
ad  a  recent  instance  in  which  the 
<ondon  County  Council  had  to  obey  a 
wndamus  of  the  Queen's  Bench  on  a 
uestion  of  licensing.  What  hon. 
lentlemen  opposite  seem  to  have  lost 
ght  of  is  this  fact — that  you  must 
take  the  local  governing  authorities 
ibject  to  the  control  of  the  executive, 
.'  of  the  Imperial  Government.  If 
tat  is  not  done,  then  Local  Govern- 
ent  ceases  to  be  Subordinate  Govern- 
ent.  There  is  nothing  new  in  this, 
;oept  that  the  new  tribunal  proposed 
to  have  the  power  of  dissolving 
mnty    Councils.      In    principle     it 


is  the  same,  for  the  local  governing 
bodies  are  subject  to  the  control  of  Her 
Majesty's  Superior  Courts. 

(7.42.)  Me.  LABOUCHERE  (North- 
ampton) :  I  have  observed  that  when* 
ever  a    Tory  Bill  is  brought   in  you 
always  have  a  Tory  lawyer  to  swear  it 
is  part  of  the  Constitution.    Let  me  tell 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  that 
he  may  talk  as  he  pleases,  but  he  must 
realise  himself  that  the  Liberals  would 
never  consent  that  an  elective  repre- 
sentative assembly  should  be  subordinate 
to  any  judicial  tribunal  in  this  country. 
The  judicial  tribunals  are  subordinate 
to  all  local  bodies  that  have  rights  to 
legislate.     But  I  do  not  rise  to    reply 
to  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman.     I 
rise  to  express  my  sympathy  with  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury.    I  think  he 
has  been  most  cruelly  treated  by  hon. 
Gentlemen  on  this  side  of  the  House. 
They  have  not  considered  the  difficulty 
of  his  position.    The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man found  himself  between  a  certain 
Personage  and  the  deep  sea.     Why  has 
not  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Mem- 
ber for  West  Birmingham  manifested  hia 
interest  in  the  Bill  ?    The  right  hon. 
Gentleman    has  for    years  demanded 
and  insisted    that  the  pledge  of  the 
noble  Lord  the  Member  for  Paddington 
should  be  fulfilled,  and  that  some  sort 
of  local  government  for  Ireland  should 
be  brought  in  by  the  present  Ministry. 
The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  had  to 
submit  to  this.     He  knew  he  could  call 
himself  the  Leader  of  the  House,  but  he 
had  a    master,   and  the  master  was 
sitting    here.      The  4ion.    Gentleman 
writhed  under  the  supremacy  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  West 
Birmingham,  but  they  were  obliged  to 
accept  it,  because  if  they  did  not  they 
knew  they  would  no  longer    have  a 
majority  in  the  House.     Here  is  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  in  this  position, 
and  I  am  sorry  to  see  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Derby  and 
others  trampling  him  under  foot.     The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  has  had  to  satisfy 
two  different  parties.    He  had  to  satisfy 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  West  Birmingham  by  bringing  in  a 
Local  Government  Bill,  and  he  had  to 
satisfy    Gentlemen    behind     him     by 
bringing  in  a  sham  Local  Government 
Bill.     I  never  saw    a    more    pitiable 
position  of    a   Leader  of  the    House. 
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He  was  on  his  knees  not  to 
the  Opposition,  but  to  hon.  Gentlemen 
behind  him,  with  one  after  another  of 
what  he  was  pleased  to  call  safeguards. 
He  looked  disparagingly  round  to  see  if 
there  was  no  cheer,  and  if  there  was  not 
sufficient,  then  he  would  give  another 
safeguard  ;  and,  showing  that  the  Bill 
was  a  humbug  and  a  sham,  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  would  have  gone  on 
putting  in  safeguards  if  his  friends  had 
desired  it.  I  must  call  the  attention  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  West  Birmingham  to  his  position. 
He  has  been  called  by  the  Member  for 
Derby  the  mother  of  this  Bill.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  complained  that 
my  right  hon.  Friend  had  not  stated  his 
views  with  regard  to  this  Bill.  We 
know  that  this  Bill  is  the  child  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  and  I  should 
like  to  hear  this  eminent  former 
Radical  explain  his  views  on  the  dif- 
ferent clauses  of  the  Bill.  Let  him  tell 
us  what  he  approves  of  and  what  he 
disapproves  of,  because  I  never  know 
what  the  Government  are  going  to  do 
until  I  hear  the  words  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman.  Why  are  we  to  be  tor- 
mented, I  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury,  by  these  sham  Bills?  Why 
not  take  the  advice,  which  is  exceed- 
ingly well  meant,  and  send  us  back  to 
our  constituents  ?  Either  you  have  a 
majority  in  the  country  or  you  have  not. 
If  you  nave  not,  you  have  no  business 
here.  If  you  have,  you  will  come  back 
with  redoubled  force.  It  is  too  ridi- 
culous to  waste  time  on  a  Bill  like  this, 
or  on  any  Local  Government  Bill,  with 
regard  to  Ireland,  considering  that  the 
great  issue  which  must  be  submitted  to 
the  country  is,  whether  there  is  to  be 
Home  Bule  or  not,  and  in  the  event  of 
the  country  deciding  that  there  was  to 
be  Home  Bule,  we  snail  be  wasting  our 
time,  for  it  will  be  for  the  Irish  Parlia- 
ment, not  for  us,  to  decide  what  are  to 
be  the  provisions  of  Local  Government 
in  the  different  counties. 

(7.50.)  Mb.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN 
•^Birmingham,  W.) :  Sir,  I  am  in- 
duced to  say  a  few  words  on  this  stage 
of  the  Debate  by  the  appeal  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Northampton.  I  think  it 
exceedingly  undesirable  that  credulous 
people  should  take  for  truth  what 
the  hon.  Member  has  just  said. 
."The  hon.  Member  is  entirely  mistaken 

JSfi\  Labouchere 


in  saying  that  I  have  insisted,  either  in 
public  or  in  private,  upon  the  introduc- 
tion of  a  Local  Government  Bill  for 
Ireland.  I  took  note  in  the  early  part 
of  this  Parliament  of  the  intention  of 
the  Government  to  introduce  such  a 
Bill.  I  have  approved  of  that  inten- 
tion, and  I  have  counted  upon  hi 
fulfilment,  but  I  have  never  insisted 
upon  anything.  The  hon.  Member  doei 
me  altogether  too  much  credit  in 
imagining  that  I  am  in  any  way  respon- 
sible for  the  clauses  of  this  Bill.  I  under- 
stand in  the  course  of  my  absence  from 
the  House  for  five  minutes  my  right 
hon.  and  learned  Friend  the  Member 
for  Derby  took  the  opportunity  of 
making  an  attack  upon  me,  which  I  am 
assured  was  in  his  very  beet 
and  latest  Whitechapel  style.  I  am 
told  that  my  right  hon.  Friend  com- 
plained that  I  had  dunk  out  of  the 
House  for  fear  apparently  of  the  on- 
slaught which  he  was  about  to  make 
upon  me. 

Sib  WILLIAM  HABCOUBT:  I 
said  in  fear  of  the  Bill. 

Mb.  CHAMBERLAIN:  I  should 
like  to  assure  my  right  hon.  Friend  thai 
it  was  not  because  I  was  afraid  of  him.  I 
had  no  idea  that  in  his  present  retiring 
mood  he  would  be  likely  to  take  a 
prominent  part  in  this  Debate,  and 
certainly  I  never  anticipated  that  he 
would  attack  anybody  when  that  per- 
son was  in  a  position  to  reply  to  him. 
I  had  not  intended,  unless  these  appeak 
had  been  made,  to  take  any  part  in  the 
discussion  on  the  First  Beading,  be- 
cause, following  the  example  so  often 
set  by  the  greatest  authorities  in  the 
House,  I  desired  to  see  the  Bill  in 
print  before  pronouncing  any  opinion 
upon  it.  What  I  should  like  to  con- 
sider, in  the  first  instance,  when  I  do  see 
the  Bill,  is,  what  are  the  privilegee 
which  it  confers  upon  the  popular  aid 
representative  local  authorities  H  M 
going  to  create  ?  If  these  privileges  an 
as  complete  as  I  understand  the  Firat 
Lord  to  say,  then  I  shall  be  inclined  to 
regard  with  a  favourable  eye  a  measure 
which  does  for  Ireland  what  similar 
measures  have  done  for  England  and 
Scotland.  As  I  understand,  tkn 
opposition  to  the  Bill  has  turned 
upon  the  safeguards  which  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  announced  will  be 
found  in  the  Bill.     I  want  to  know 
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whether     hon.     Gentlemen    on    this  County  Councils  in  Ireland  in  the  dock, 

side  of  the  House — I  do  not  say  hon.  No  matter  what  the  penalty  was  to  be  if 

Gentlemen    from    Ireland,    but    from  convicted,    the   insult  was  that   they 

England  and  Scotland — consider  that  were  going  to  put  them  in  the  dock, 

my  safeguards    are  at  all  necessary?  I    say    in    exactly     the    same    way 

Are  they  prepared  to  give  to    these  as   these    Councils  might  be  put    in 

keal    authorities    in    Ireland,    which  the  dock,  the   Legislatures    of    every 

mil  be  elected,  so  far    as    the  vast  State  in    the  United    States  may  be 

majority  of  their  members  are    con-  brought  before  the  Supreme  Court  and 

coned  by  one  party,  full  control  over  put  into  the    dock,  and  their  acts  de- 

Ihe property  of  the  minority?  clared  to  be  ultra  vires.    The  second 

Mb.    CUNINGHAME    GRAHAM  :  objection  is  taken  not  to  the  method, 

Jes.  which,  in  my  opinion,  is  perfectly  justi- 

Ife.  CHAMBERLAIN :    Yes ;  says  fiable>  and  practically  the  same  as  the 

H  perfectly   willing   to    give    to    the  just  8aid>  it  is  perfectly  true  that  every 

■ajority  full  right  over  the  property  of  County    and  every  Municipal  Council 

the  minority,  but  I  am  appealing,  not  in  this  country  is  subject  to  a  judicial 

to  my  hon.  Friend,  as  he  takes  some-  tribunal,  and  may  be  ordered  by  man- 

wfaat  extreme  views  of  these  questions,  damut i  to  undo  its  work ;  and  if  it  does 

hit  to  the  majority  of  the  Party  on  not  fulfil  the  orders  of  the  Court,  what 

»v     •*     mi.   tt             t  !!.■  i_  t  i.  happens  to  it  ?    It  is  not  suppressed  ; 

to  ode  of  the  House.    I  think  I  have  nof  out  it  is  put  into  prison.    I  think  it 

heard  the  right  hon   Gentleman  the  fairl    ^  g^^at  in  that  way 

Member  for  Newcastle,  and  if  I  have  ^^    orJ  Mumoipai  Councils  in  this 

not  heard  him  I  have  read  articles  ^^^  may  be  put  into  the  dock  and 

written  by  him,  m  which  he  has  pointed  tried  for  their  Uve8  alm08t)  md  be  im_ 

tot  the  immense  danger  of  conferring  prisoned  i{  they  do  not  obey  the  orderg 

nponbodies  similar  in  composition  to  of  the  judioial  tribunal.    But  the  com. 

Boards  of  Guardians  in  Ireland  those  ^^  \6  that   thi8   judioial    tribmial 

pwersoverthepropertyoftheminority.  would  have  the          r  of  8Uppre8sing 

I  imagine  that  the  right  hon.  Gentle-  the  ccmncil     j  do^ot  know  ^  j  8e* 

urn  would  agree  that  some  kind  of  the  Bm  what  the   provisions  are.    I 

•tfegoard  is  necessary.    When  we  get  should  uke  to  know  whether  or  not  it 

theBiuweshall  see  what  the  safeguards  is    mtended,    that    having    before    it 

*e-whether    they    are     sufficient-  a    oase     of     oppression     or    wrong- 

•wtetheranyalternativemaybefound.  doin     on    the  ^    of   the   Council 

At  I  understand,  the  mam  safeguard,  the  fudicial  tribunal  is  thereupon  im- 

ttd  the  one  spoken  of  as  an  insult  to  mediately  to  make  an  order  for    its 

Ireland,    is   a    safeguard   which   the  suppression,  or  is,  in  the  first  instance, 


•mama  into  snwr  vonsurowon.     ai  from    the    8peech   of    the   pj^  i^rf 

*»  present  time  m  America  there  is  wbich  i8  thfcase.    I  should  myself 

»o  Legislature  m  the  country,  no  one  efer  that          Council  being  ir/this 

of  those  self-governing  States,  which  ^8ition  8bould'have  an  opportunity  of 

mjynot  be,  in .the  absurd  and  theatn-  ^doin    what  it  hft8  don£~  But  \t  it 

«d  words  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  rera8e86to  do  that,  and  is  in  contempt 

the  Member  for  Newcastle,  put  into  of  the  Court,  I  see  no  hardship,  no  in- 

J»  *«*  and   judged  by   a  judicial  ?ult,  no  wrong  to  any  class  in  Ireland 

^Pn*1'  in  ordering  its  suppression,  and  in  sub- 

Mb.  J.  MOBLEY :  And  suppressed  ?  stituting  for  it,  at  all  events  for  a  time, 

Mb.    CHAMBERLAIN  :    No,    not  persons  who  will  carry  on  the  work 

•ngpressed.    My  right  hon.  Friend  will  under  the  orders  of  the  Court.    I  did 

»ot  get  off ;  I  am  coming  to  the  suppres-  not  intend  to  take  part  in  this  Debate, 

•on  directly.    The  charge  of  the  right  but  I    hop    it  will    be  considered  I 

hon.  Gentleman  against  the  Govern-  have  clearly  and  sufficiently  answered 

meat  was,  that  they  were  going  to  put  the  appeal  that  was  made  to  me. 
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Mr.  J.  BRYCE  (Aberdeen,  S.): 
The  illustrations  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man has  given  requires  some  immediate 
reply,  as  they  may  mislead  some  of 
those  who  are  not  familiar  with  the 
facts  from  which  they  are  drawn.  The 
illustrations  were  of  the  most  absurd 
and  indefensible  provision  of  the  Bill, 
and  thev  were  twofold.  The  first  was 
the  case  of  a  mandamus  which  may 
issue  against  any  Public  Body  in  this 
country,  and  the  second  was  the  case 
of  the  United  States.  Now  a  manda- 
mus issues  in  both  England  and 
Ireland  when  a  Public  Body  disobeys 
the  law.  The  Superior  Courts  are 
bound  to  see  that  the  inferior  Executive 
Bodies  obey  general  law,  and  in  dealing 
with  cases  certain  rules  are  laid  down 
for  the  observance  of  the  Judges.  What 
we  complain  of  is  that  the  Government 
is  not  content  to  rely  upon  these  pro- 
visions of  the  general  law,  not  content 
to  rely  upon  the  well  understood  func- 
tions and  traditions  defined  and 
ascertained  by  centuries  of  usage  in 
England,  but  proposes  to  set  up  a 
perfectly  novel  and  exceptional  pro- 
cedure. The  illustration  of  the  United 
States  is  very  wide  of  the  mark.  I 
should  like  to  hear  what  any  American, 
not  a  lawyer,  would  say  if  he  had  had 
the  good  fortune  to  be  in  the  Gallery 
during  the  speech  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman.  He  would  more  than 
ever  believe,  what  Americans  are  in 
the  habit  of  saying,  that  there  is  noplace 
where  American  institutions  are  less 
understood  than  in  the  country  from 
which  they  are  derived.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  says  that  the  case  here 
is  exactly  parallel  to  that  of  the  United 
States.  He  says  that  in  the  United 
States  there  is  no  Legislature  which 
may  not  be  brought  to  book  and  tried 
by  a  judicial  tribunal  in  the  same 
way  as  the  County  Council  is  proposed 
to  be  dealt  with. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN :  I  did  not 
say  that.  I  did  not  say  it  was  exactly 
the  same,  or  that  the  consequences 
would  be  the  same. 

Mr.  BRYCE:  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  certainly  used  the  word 
"exact,"  and  conveyed  that  impression. 
Will  the  House  believe  that  there  is 
absolutely  no  power  whatever  in  any 
American  Court  to  arraign  or  deal  with 
the  act  of  any  Legislature  at  all  ?     No 


American  Court  has  any  power  to  do 
anything  but  this,  to  administer  the 
general  law  of  the  land,  the  highest 
law  of  the  land.  Hon  Members  will, 
perhaps,  pardon  me  if  I  enter  on  whit 
may  seem  to  be  a  disquisition  on  a 
technical  point  to  explain  the  matter. 
The  highest  law  of  the  land  is  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and 

the  Statutes  made  under  the  authority 

• 

of  the  Constitution,  within  the  scope 
of  Congressional  power.  If  any 
Legislature  transgresses  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States,  or  any  of 
these  Statutes,  that  Act  may  be,  in  a 
private  cause  arising  between  private 
parties,  adjudged  to  be  null  and  void. 
If  any  Legislature  passes  any  Act  by 
which  a  private  right  is  interfered  wi» 
in  contravention  of  the  Constitution, 
in  a  case  between  two  private  parties, 
it  is  competent  for  any  Court  to  decide 
that  that  Act  ought  not  to  have  been 
passed.  Is  there  any  similarity  what- 
ever in  this  ?  Anyone  who  has  listened 
to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would 
have  supposed  that  the  Legislature 
would  be  censured  and  dissolved  in 
analogy  with  this  Bill.  Mr.  Speaker, 
so  far  from  this  being  the  case,  no 
State  Legislature  can  be  imprisoned, 
and  no  civil  suit  brought  againrt  it 
except  by  another  State — not  by  i- 
private  individual — and  so  far  nan 
there  being  anything  approaching  an 
executive  and  administrative  junsdio- 
tion  of  this  kind,  such  things  haie 
never  been  suggested  for  a  moment  in 
the  United  States,  and  nothing  existe 
there  beyond  the  power  which  exnto 
in  this  country  to  pronounce  a  bye-law, 
passed  by  a  Legislature  in  excess  of  its 
proper  jurisdiction,  null  aad  void.  The 
American  Courts  can  only  do  that 
which  our  Courts  can  do.  I  will  go  *• 
little  further,  and  say  that  the  provision 
in  this  Bill  receives  its  very  strongest 
condemnation  from  the  practice  of  the 
United  States.  In  America  there  ha** 
been  attempts  to  throw  non-judicial 
functions  on  the  Judges,  but  the 
Judges  have  always  declined  to  exer 
cise  them,  |on  the  ground  that  they 
would  lose  the  confidence  which  they 
at  present  enjoy  in  the  exercise  « 
their  duties,  and  that  view  is  sanc- 
tioned by  the  Constitution  of  every 
State  in  the  Union,  and  has  been  up* 
held  in  innumerable  cases.  The  reason 
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vrky,  above  all  things,  we  are  entitled 
to  object  to  this  proposal  which  the 
Government    has    made    to    combine 

J'udicial  and  executive  work  on  the 
fudges,  is  that  it  tends  to  increase  and 
aggravate  the  worst  feature  of  the  Irish 
social  question.  What  we  have  said 
is  that  the  antagonism  which  exists 
between  the  Judges  and  the  people  in 
Ireland,  and  the  distrust  of  the  admini- 
stration of  the  law,  would  be  greatly 
aggravated  if  our  Judges  became  asso- 
ciated with  what  they  consider  is 
oppression.  They  look  on  the  Judges 
as  being  too  subservient  to  the 
Executive,  and  not  sufficiently  inde- 
pendent. That  has  been  the 
constant  difficulty  in  Irish  govern- 
ment, and  that  is  the  danger 
vhich  the  present  proposal  of 
the  Government  tends  to  accentuate. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  tried  to  fix 
Da  with  the  alternative  of  proposing 
that  if  we  did  not  desire  to  entrust  this 
bo  Irish  Judges  it  was  because  we 
believed  that  County  Councils  would 
Clever  be  wrong,  or  if  oppressive  ought 
dot  to  be  punished.  Mr.  Speaker,  it  is 
oot,  and  I  think  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man must  feel  that  it  is  not,  such  a 
view  that  has  been  expressed  from  these 
Benches.  What  we  have  said  is  this : 
fchat  the  antagonism  between  the  Judges 
tad  people  in  Ireland,  and  the  distrust 
af  the  administration  of  the  law,  would 
be  greatly  increased  and  aggravated  if 
it  were  put  into  the  power  of  any 
K&inority,  however  small,  in  a  Local 
Authority  to  raise  questions  of  this 
*ide,  vague,  and  indefinite  character 
before  a  judicial  tribunal,  to  accuse  a 
County  Council  of  oppression,  and  leave 
tte  decision  of  that  question,  not  to  any 
provision  of  law,  or  anything  you  can 
end  in  the  Statutes,  but  to  the  view 
•toy  two  Judges  might  take  as  to  what 
'"M  oppression  of  the  minority.  No 
proposal  can  be  more  opposed  to  the 
*Bit  traditions  of  English  Government, 
**  can  work  more  disastrously  for  the 
Welfare  of  Ireland.  We  can  desire 
Nothing  better  than  to  have  an  oppor- 
tunity, I  hope  we  shall  have  it  soon, 
*°r  arguing  the  question  at  greater 
*^gth  than  can  be  done  to-night. 

*(8.40.)  Sib  JOHN  COLOMB  (Tower 
Unlets,  Bow,  &c.) :  I  should  like  to 
JJy  that  there  are  two  statements 
°*  bet  mentioned  by  the  hon.  Member 

VOL,  I.  [new  sebies.] 


for  Longford  which,  in  my  judgment, 
are  really  not  exactly  accurate.  He 
said,  in  the  first  place,  that  in  Ireland 
the  whole  of  the  county  cess  is  paid 
by  the  tenant.  Now  the  Act  of  1870, 
which  is  the  law  of  the  land,  provided 
that  in  all  cases  of  new  tenancies  the 
landlord  should  pay  half  of  the  county 
cess ;  and  I  know  that  on  many 
properties  where  the  tenants  are 
numerous  the  landlord,  by  arrange- 
ment, does  pay  the  whole  of  the 
county  cess.  Therefore  the  state- 
ment is  not  strictly  accurate.  The 
other  statement  was  where  the  hon. 
Member  charged  the  Union  with 
having  created  illiterates.  I  would 
remind  the  House  that  this  Imperial 
Parliament  has  been  more  generous  to 
Ireland  than  to  England  itself,  because 
20  years  before  an  Education  Act  was 
passed  for  England  such  an  Act  was 
passed  for  Ireland.  The  question 
'before  the  House  is,  Whether  we  shall 
have  submitted  for  consideration — 

"  A  measure  for  the  establishing  of  County 
Councils  in  Ireland  founded  upon  repre- 
sentative principles,  and  framed  with  the 
double  aim  rof  confirming  popular  control 
over  expenditure,  and  supplying  a  yet  more 
serious  want  by  extending  the  formation  of 
habits  of  local  self-government/' 

We  are  asked  to  allow  to  be  introduced 
into  thi  s  House  a  Bill  for  that  purpose, 
and  the  words  I  have  used  to  describe 
the  measure  is  a  just  description  of  it. 
I  have  found  the  words  I  have  used  in 
Her  Majesty's  Most  Gracious  Speech 
from  the  Throne  in  1881,  when  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Derby  was  one  of  Her  Majesty's 
Ministers,  and  now  we  are  told  by 
him  that  to  introduce  for  the  con- 
sideration of  this  House  such  a 
measure  is  worse  than  a  bad  joke. 
I  think  the  concluding  observation  in 
it  is  one  of  the  strongest  arguments 
for  County  Government  of  Ireland.  I 
think  the  regeneration  of  Ireland 
depends  upon  such  education ;  and 
so  long  as  the  present  system 
continues  I  can  see  no  prospect 
of  an  improved  condition  of  Ireland 
which  will  be  of  a  permanent 
character.  It  is  utterly  impossible 
to  suppose  that  you  can  carry  on  a 
system  of  local  taxation  where  the  taxes 
are  paid  by  one  class  and  administered 
absolutely  by  another.  Therefore  I  am 
forced  into  this  position,  and  I  am  now 
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speaking  as  a  friend  of  Ireland,  and 
not  in  any  Party  sense,  when  I  declare 
this  to  be  a  necessary  educational 
process,  which  I  hope  will  pro- 
duce good  results  upon  the  people 
of  Ireland  in  regard  to  educating 
individuals  in  the  duties  of  public 
affairs.  At  the  present  stage  it 
would  be  impossible  to  deal  with 
the  details  of  the  Bill.  I  only 
rose  to  point  out  one  matter,  that  I 
have  not  heard  referred  to  in  the  course 
of  this  Debate.  It  is  in  reference  to 
the  establishment  of  safeguards.  I 
think  exceptional  and  strong  safe- 
guards are  necessary  in  Ireland.  Grant- 
ing that  popular  Local  Bodies  in  Ireland 
in  absolute  power  will  be  no  worse  and 
no  better  than  similar  bodies  in 
England,  assuming  that  for  the 
sake  of  argument,  there  is  excep- 
tional reason  why  extra  and  special 
safeguards  should  be  introduced  when 
you  are  passing  for  the  first  time  a  Local 
Government  Bill  for  Ireland.  The  safe- 
guards are  necessary  for  owners  of  pro- 
perty who  are  in  the  minority  in  that 
country.  Against  the  interests  of  pro- 
perty history  records  that  repeated 
attacks  have  been  made.  It  has  been 
the  policy  of  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment, and  the  policy  of  the  Unionist 
Party,  in  every  way  possible  to 
increase  the  number  of  owners  of 
property  in  Ireland.  This  process  is 
only  in  the  commencement  ;  and 
although  the  owners  are  few  and  in  the 
minority,  nothing  should  be  done  to 
make  the  position  of  owners 
of  land,  whether  in  large  or  in 
small  portions,  more  diflicult  than 
at  present.  This  House  has  on 
the  recommendations  of  a  Unionist 
Government,  applied  a  large  amount  of 
State  money  for  the  purpose  of  encour- 
aging occupiers  to  become  owners.  Now, 
Sir,  if  you  establish  a  system  of  Local 
Government  which  provides  no  safe- 
guards, and  which,  therefore,  places  in 
the  hands  of  the  vast  majority — many 
of  them  ignorant  of  public  affairs — 
power  to  oppress  and  to  make  the 
position  of  the  landowners  more  diffi- 
cult, you  will  largely  deter  occupiers 
from  becoming  owners,  and  in  spite  of 
all  the  trouble  this  House  has  gone  to, 
the  large  sums  of  State  money  appro- 
priated by  Parliament  for  the  purpose 
of    converting    occupiers  into   owners 
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would  be  absolutely  useless.  II 
do  not  have  safeguards  the 
Government  machinery  may  be 
by  the  large  majority,  who  are  occu 
in  deterring  occupiers  from  becc 
purchasing  tenants.     I  have  had 

versations  with  many  men  in  dif 
parts  of  Ireland  who  are  occupier 
wish  to  become  owners,  and  I  fin< 
one  of  the  chief  things  which 
men  from  purchasing  is  the  fear 
any  of  the  advantages  the  pure! 
tenants  would  derive  would 
swallowed  up  by  additional  tax 
I  found  their  answer  was  gen 
this,  when  I  asked  them  wl 
they  had  any  intentions  to  pure 
"While the  terms  are  good  we  s 
like  to  become  purchasing 
ants,  but  we  do  not  know 
may  be  the  result  to  ourselvc 
owners  with  regard  to  taxation  of 
under  Home  Rule  or  popular  con 
Now,  I  hold  that  this  uncertainty 
fear  has  prevented  occupiers 
becoming  purchasing  tenants,  a 
by  County  Government  you  alte 
present  system,  they  at  once  see 
they  are  uncertain  as  to  the  f 
of  taxation.  Therefore,  in  the  info 
of  the  purchasing  tenants  I 
you  must  adopt  essentially  s 
and  even  exceptional  safeg 
in  Ireland  for  the  purpof 
protecting,  not  the  great 
lords,  who  are  able  to  protect  1 
selves,  or  ought  to  be,  but  fo: 
purpose  of  protecting  small  owner 
will  be  in  danger  by  this 
For  my  part  I  will  give 
Bill  my  hearty  support.  I  a 
understand  the  position  of  hon.  1 
bers  of  any  Party  opposite  saying 
they  will  not  even  discuss  this  mei 
nor  even  submit  to  a  discussion 
measure  for  extending  Local  Go 
ment  to  Ireland,  when  it  is  a  ref 
the  measure  of  1881  to  which  I 
referred.  It  means  that  they  will  i 
to  do  now  what  the  right  hon.  Gentl 
the  Member  for  Derby  pro] 
to  do  in  1881.  I  give  "the  Go 
ment  credit  for  having  introc 
the  Bill,  and  say  that  I 
upon  county  government  as  the 
means  of  educating  public  opini< 
Ireland  up  to  the  level  of  forming  h 
of  capable  self  government. 
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i.56.)  Mr.  EDMUND  LEAMY 
50,  S.)  :  The  First  Lord  has 
:en  of  a  pre-arrangement  of  opposi- 
which  I  fail  to  discover.  I  wish 
ixpresB  my  own  opinion  and  the 
tion  of  others  sitting  upon  these 
ches,  that  we  were  looking  forward, 
with  very  much  hope,  to  the  intro- 
fcion  of  a  Bill  that  would  confer 
ity  government  upon  Ireland,  and 
bat  Bill  were  one  which  could  be 
rated  by  the  Irish  people,  I,  for  one, 
Id  only  be  too  happy  to  support  it. 
id  not  require,  as  far  as  I  could  see, 
pre-arrangement,  or  organization, 
xmsultation,  to  enable  Gentlemen 
a  these  Benches  to  come  to  the 
alusion  that  the  Bill  would  be  a 
ire,  and  that,  if  placed  upon  the 
feute  Book,  it  would  be  another 
lit  to  the  Irish  people.  What,  I 
ild  ask,  is  the  use  of  the 
nty  Councils  under  the  provisions 
bis  Bill  ?  We  are  told  of  corruption ; 
are  told  that  they  might  oppress, 
if  you  look  to  the  provisions,  you 

see  that  there  is  no  opportunity 
in  for  oppression,  and,  I  think, 
e  for  corruption.  The  Bill  is 
amorous  substitute  for  the  present 
em.  I  do  not  know  whether  it  has 
a  pointed  out  that  not  only  are  the 
ges  to  be  given  the  power  of  finding 
County  Council  guilty,  and  so  dis- 
ing  thein,but  that  power  to  substitute 
srs  is  given  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  so 
b  you  therefore  punish  the  people  for 
wrong  done  by  the  County  Council 
mselves.  I  could  understand,  on 
ir  being  dissolved,  that  a  new 
stion  should  be  held  and  other  ineiii- 
1  sent  in  the  place  of  those  who 
8  been  removed ;  but  this  proposal 
umot  understand.  The  only  point 
t  appears  to  me  to  be  of  any 
ae,  or  to  recommend  itself, 
that  which  confers  powers  on 
County  Councils  to  look 
sr  and  protect  the  •  woods  and 
citations  of  Ireland.  I  am  sure 
re     is     no     Irishman    who     does 

regret  what  has  taken  place 
ring  the  last  few  years,  and  I  believe 
t  the  first  work  that  an  Irish  Parlia- 
at  would  set  itself  to  do  would  be  the 
ifforesting  of  Ireland.  Now,  I  am 
fectly  satisfied  that,  if  this  Bill  is 
sed  into  law  against  the  wills  of  the 
ih  Bepresentatives,  the  people  will  not 


take  any  advantage  of  it.     What  on 
earth  would  be  the  good  of  allowing 
a  County  Council  to  decide  whether  a 
road  should  be  repaired  or  not?  because, 
under    the    provisions    regarding    the 
Standing     Committee,      the      County 
Council  could  not  make  a  new  road 
without  the  permission  of  the  Standing 
Committee.      We  have  been  told  that 
a    Standing   Committee   exists  in  the 
Scotch  and  English  Bills.  That  is  quite 
true ;     but    under    the    English    Bill 
the    Standing     Committee     have    the 
power  of  appointing  the  Chief  Officer 
of  Police,  of  deciding  the  number  and 
pay  of  the  police,  and  the  police  are 
under  the  authority  of  the  Standing 
Committee.     I  do  not  know  what  the 
idea  of  my  hon.  Friends  around  me 
may    be  on   the  subject,  but  for  my 
part  I  think  the  Bill  should  be  allowed 
to    be    read    a  first   time.      I    agree 
that  it  would  be  a  good  thing  for  the 
Bill  to   be  printed,  because  it  would 
show  the  country  the  utter  ineptitude 
of  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  to 
legislate  for  Ireland,  and  enable  one  to 
see  what  is  really  wanted  in  Ireland. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  comes  down 
to    pass    this    measure    without   con- 
sulting the  majority  of  the  Representa- 
tives of  the  Irish  people  ;  but  having 
consulted    the   minority,    and   having 
fallen  in  with    their  views  on   every 
single  point,  wrhich  are  we  know,  with 
one    or    two   exceptions,    opposed   to 
granting  Local  Government  to  Ireland. 
Surelv  it  is  no  wonder  that  we  should 
denounce  this  Bill  as  a  sham ;   and  I 
must  say  that,  during  my  experience  of 
11  or  12  years  in  this  House,  I  never 
saw  a  man  standing  on  the  Treasury 
Bench  in  such  a  state  of  excitement  as 
the  First   Lord   of  the   Treasury  was 
while    he   was  introducing  this    Bill. 
While  looking  at  the  excited  state  of 
mind  of  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
this  evening  as  I  listened  to  him,  and 
observed  the  tone  of  his  voice  and  his 
attitude,  I  confess  I  was  puzzling  my 
mind  as  to  whether  he  was  really  sincere 
in  placing  the  measure  before  the  House, 
and  whether  he  intends  to  go  on  with  it. 
I  do  not  know  whether  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  intends  to  go  on  with  it ; 
but  I  think  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
might   find   some    instruction    in    the 
unanimous  opposition  which  is  offered  to 
his  measure  by  the  Irish  Members  on 
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these    Benches,    and  might,   perhaps, 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  might 
be  as  well  to  save  the  time  of  the  House 
and  go  on  with  some  other  Bill  which 
might    be   passed   during   the  present 
Session,  and  which  might  be  of  advan- 
tage to  some  other  part  of  the  Empire. 
*(9.5.)     Mr.  T.  D.  SULLIVAN  (Dub- 
lin, College  Green) :  In  the  course  of 
the  speech  delivered  by  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury  he  said  that,  with  regard 
to  certain  proposed  safeguards  in  this 
Bill,     he  would    have    no     objection 
to  go  on  English  platforms  and  tell  the 
people  that  we  had  objected  to  the  pro- 
visions which  would  prevent  malversa- 
tion,   corruption,    and    oppression    in 
Ireland  by  some  of  these  newly-consti- 
tuted   authorities.     Well,  perhaps  we 
would  have  no  objection  to  his  doing 
so ;  but  I  can  tell  the  Members  of  this 
House  that  that  game  has  been  tried 
before  now  on  English  platforms,  and 
the  result  has  been  very  unsatisfac- 
tory   for     those    who    attempted     it. 
He  wants    to    know  why    we   object 
to  these  proposed  safeguards.     We  ob- 
ject, because  we  consider  the  proposal 
offensive,  unnecessary,  and  grossly  in- 
sulting to  the  Irish  people.     We  object 
to    it    because    we    consider    that    it 
gives  colour,  or  would  give  colour,  to 
some  of  the  most  hateful,  most  unjust, 
and  most  bitter  accusations  and  allega- 
tions that  have  been  launched  by  some 
of  our  political  opponents  against  the 
masses  of  the  Irish  people.     It  contem- 
plates   oppression,    and   it   safeguards 
some  persons  or  other — I  cannot  imagine 
who  they  are — against  oppression.  And 
we  say  that  the  introduction  of  such  a 
clause  into  this  Bill  is  offensive  and  is 
an  insult,  and  to  the  best  of  our  ability 
we  shall  oppose  and  reject  it.     We  ob- 
ject to  be  branded  in  this  way — to  be 
branded  as  persons  inclined  to  malver- 
sation, and  corruption,  and  oppression 
— no  such  clause  was  introduced  into 
the  English  or  Scotch  Bills.     We  have 
been  told  that  so  long  as  nothing  of 
this  kind  was  attempted,  this   clause 
could  have  no  application,  and  no  harm 
could  be  done  by  its  introduction  ;  but 
if  there  is  any  value  or  force  in  that 
argument,   it  would  apply   equally   to 
the  introduction  of  such  a  clause  into 
the   English   and   Scotch   Bills.      But 
there  is  no  such  clause  in  those  Bills, 
and  I  am  perfectly  sure  that  neither 
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the  English    nor  the    Scotch    peoj 

would   submit   to   it.     And,  moreovc 

in  that  way  you  might  justify  the  mc 

hateful,  and  useless,  and  irritating  pr 

visions  that  can  possibly  be  put  into  t 

legislation  of  any  country.     This  clau 

goes  upon    the  ground   that    we    a 

a  people   not  to    be  trusted,  that  \ 

are  uncivilised — at  all  events,  not  v 

to   the  mark    of  other  people  —  tiu 

we  are  an  ill-conditioned,  uneducati 

set   of  people.      I    recognise    in  th 

clause   the   hand    of    Lord  Salisbur 

I  call  that  the  Salisbury  Clause  of  t 

Local  Government  Bill.     It  is  in  p* 

feet   keeping  with  the  speech  of  fc 

noble     Lord — not     one,     but     sevei 

speeches.     We  have  been  compared 

the  noble  Lord  the  Prime  Minister* 

Hottentots,  to  leopards,  and  to  wolvc 

and  I  say  this  :  that  it  is  that  spirits* 

that  inspiration  which  I  believe  to> 

in  this  portion  of  the   Local  Gov&- 

ment  Bill.   J  consider  this  measure  io. 

advised.     I  think  it  is  not  a  wh«: 

hearted  measure.     I  think  it  is  a  pal 

measure.     I  doubt  that  the  promo* 

and  parents   of  it   have   the  slight 

idea  that  it  will  ever  pass  in  the  Hoi 

of  Commons ;  and  regarding  it  aa 

do,  and  as  I  believe  the  Irish  peof 

will  regard  it,   we   shall   do  our  be 

to  defeat    it  and  to  render    it   abac 

lutely    nugatory.      I    would    say,    h 

conclusion,   that   I    think   the  Syrian 

of  forcing  so-called  remedial  measure* 

on  the  Irish  people  against  the  will  of 

their  Representatives  in  this  House  has 

already  proved    a    failure  more  thin 

once,  and  it  appears  to  me  that  it  will 

be  sure  to  prove  a  failure  again  in  th» 

instance  if  it  be  tried. 

:  (9.15.)  Mr.  JAMES  A.  RENTOUL 
(Down,  E.) :  I  would  not  have  risen  to 
speak  in  this  Debate  were  it  not  for  the 
fact  that  hints  have  been  thrown  oat 
from  several  quarters  that  a  measure  of 
Local  Government  for  Ireland  wouH 
meet  with  a  certain  amount  of  opposi- 
tion from  hon.  Members  on  this  side  of 
the  House,  and  that  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury  would  have  very  greet 
difficulty  in  dealing  with  us.  I  hi* 
not  found  that  any  such  difficulty 
is  likely  to  exist.  I  came  in  contact 
with  many  very  large  audienotf 
in  England,  and  I  have  no* 
spoken  on  any  platform  whatever  oi 
which  I  did  not  treat  of  this  questioB 
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of  the  Local  Government  Bill,  and  I 
declared    that    I    believed     that    the 
Government  was  about  to  introduce  a 
Local  Government    Bill    for    Ireland 
as    wide,      or      wider      even,      than 
the  Local  Government   Bill  for   Eng- 
land;    and     on    every    occasion    the 
gentlemen  on  those  platforms,  so  far 
as  I    can    recollect,    applauded    that 
sentiment.      Therefore,   it   appears    to 
me  that  any  hon.  Member  sitting  on 
this  side  of  the  House   who  allowed 
me  to  make  a  statement  in  favour  of 
this  Bill  on  his  platform  is  pledged  to 
support  this  Bill.     I  mention  this  as  a 
jroof  of  the  fact  that  I,  for  one,  have 
not  heard  of  any  opposition  likely  to 
le  given  from  this  side  of  the  House, 
tut  that  the  Bill  will  receive  the  cordial 
and   hearty  support    of    all    my  col- 
leagues     around      me      without     ex- 
ception.    And  I  could  hardly  imagine 
it   to    be    otherwise,      because     the 
Unionist    Members    for    Ireland    are, 
every  one  of  them,  in  favour  of  this 
3K11,  and  I  could   hardly  understand 
that  the  English  Members  of  Parlia- 
ment sitting  on  the  same  side  of  the 
Souse  would  turn  their  backs  on  a  Bill 
'which  the   Ulster  Unionist   Members 
support.    I    have    not     spoken    with 
many  of  the    Ulster   Members  since 
the    First    Lord     made    his    speech 
this  evening,  but   I  feel  certain  they 
will    support     this     Bill,     because    I 
have  discussed  with  nearly  every  one 
of  them  the  probable  nature  of    the 
coming    Bill,    and    this    Bill    seems 
likely    to    be    more     satisfactory    to 
them  than  the  Bill  they  thought  the 
Krst  Lord  would  bring  in.     That  is  to 
say,  this  Bill  contains  greater  safe- 
guards than  we  ever  expected,  and  I 
think  we  would  have  been  prepared  to 
receive  a  Bill  with  less  safeguards  if  it 
tad   been     introduced.      I   took    the 
opportunity  in   the  Long  Vacation   of 
Visiting  all  the  32  counties  of  Ireland. 
I  met  with   members  of    the   Grand 
Juries  of  every  one  of  these  32  counties, 
tod  I  discussed  with  them  the  probable 
provisions  of  the   coming  Bill,  and  I 
found    their    views     were    extremely 
toftsonable,  and,  with  one  solitary  excep- 
tion, I  did  not  meet  or  converse  with 
a  single    Grand  Juror  who  was  not 
Prepared  to  receive  a  wide  and  generous 
measure  of  Local  Government  such  as 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  has 


brought  in.  'I  think  it  will  be  admitted 
by  Irish  Members  on  both  sides  of  the 
House  that  it  is  necessary  to  have  some 
controlling  power  over  the  County 
Councils.  I  believe  hon.  Members 
opposite  would  not  like  to  entrust  the 
Orange  County  Council  of  Down,  for 
example,  with  the  uncontrolled  manage- 
ment of  the  affairs  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  population  ;  and  I  think,  on 
the  other  hand,  that  the  Unionists 
might  be  afraid  to  entrust  the  Nation- 
alist County  Council  of  Tipperary, 
for  example,  with  the  uncon- 
trolled management  of  the  affairs  of 
their  co-religionists  in  the  South. 
Consequently,  I  think  we  must  all 
agree  that  some  sort  of  power,  able  to 
exercise  its  authority  over  the  Councils 
in  the  different  counties,  would  be  a 
right  and  proper  thing.  Whether  that 
controlling  power  should  be  exactly  on 
the  lines  the  First  Lord  of  the  Trea- 
sury had  sketched  might  be  questioned. 
There  are  other  methods  that  could  be 
applied  that  I  think  might  be  equally  effi- 
cacious and  possibly  more  satisfactory. 
But  I,  for  one,  could  not  certainly  dis- 
trust the  decision  of  two  Irish  Judges 
who  have  power  to  try  an  election 
petition,  and  who  are  selected  not  at 
random,  but  as  having  had  long  experi- 
ence at  the  Bar,  and  as  having  risen  to 
the  top  of  their  profession.  I  think  these 
men  might  be  trusted  to  deal  fairly  with 
a  small  matter  such  as  a  County  Council 
or  a  question  of  Local  Government 
when  they  are  entrusted  at  pre- 
sent to  deal  with  the  honour  and  honesty 
of  a  Member  of  this  House.  It  is 
perfectly  clear  that  no  County  Council 
would  be  arraigned  before  these  two 
Judges  unless  there  was  a  strong  prima 
facie  case  made  out ;  and  when  a 
County  Council  is  brought  before  two 
Judges  surely  everyone  might  trust  to 
their  justice  and  sense  of  bright  to  do 
that  which  is  right  and  proper.  With 
reference  to  the  cumulative  vote  pro- 
posal for  the  protection  of  the  minority, 
I  myself  do  not  think  that  any  reason- 
able scheme  can  bo  invented  for  the 
protection  of  minorities.  Take  the 
County  Tipperary.  I  have  discussed 
the  question  with  a  number  of  leading 
gentlemen  there,  and  all  of  them  were 
of  opinion  that  no  possible  safeguard, 
no  sort  of  franchise,  no  sort  of  cumula- 
tive   voting    would  possibly  bring  to 
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Tipperary  County  Council  any  but  the 
merest  fraction  of  Unionists. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  did  not 
intend  the  cumulative  vote  to  give 
the  minorities  a  larger  representation 
than  they  are  entitled  to  according  to 
their  numbers.  All  I  intended  was 
that  it  would  enable  them  to  be  heard 
in  the  County  Councils  in  proportion 
to  the  number  that  they  bore  in  the 
constituencies. 

*Mb.  RENTOUL  :  I  perfectly  under- 
stood the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  but  I 
may  mention  that, in  the  County  Tippe- 
rary, as  a  leading  Grand  Juror  told 
me,  by  no  possible  system  that  could 
be  devised  could  the  Tipperary  County 
Council,  made  up,  say,  of  30  members 
altogether,  be  made  to  contain  more 
than  one  or  two  Unionist  members,  and 
I  think  that  these  one  or  two  mem- 
bers had  better  not  be  there.  I  sav 
that  deliberately.  I  mvself  am  a  mem- 
ber  of  the  largest  County  Council,  and 
I  am  unfortunately  in  a- minority,  and 
I  know  from  experience  that  the 
minority  in  the  London  County  Council 
have  absolutely  on  all  burning  questions 
no  sort  of  power  whatever.  In  fact,  I 
think  they  act  as  an  irritant  on  the 
other  members ;  and,  possibly,  the  pro- 
gressive members  of  the  London  County 
Council  would  not  have  gone  to  the 
lengths  they  have  gone  on  certain 
questions  if  the  minority  had  not  been 
there.  lam  of  opinion  that  two  or  three 
Unionists  in  the  Tipperary  County 
Council  of  30  would  be  likely  to  do  very 
little  good  to  themselves  or  to  anybody 
else.  I  am  distinctly  of  opinion  that 
in  a  thoroughly  Home  Rule  county 
such  as  Tipperary*  the  Home  Rulers  in 
the  County  Council  will  have  it  all 
their  own  way;  and  I  think  that 
equally  in  a  county  like  Antrim,  for 
example,  the  Unionists  will  have  it  all 
their  own  way.  Therefore,  with  a  few 
exceptions,  in  all  Ireland — possibly 
in  Tyrone  County  Council,  for  instance, 
where  the  members  may  be  pretty 
equally  balanced — the  County  Councils 
will  have  an  overwhelming  majority 
of  members  on  the  one  side  or 
the  other;  and  whether  it  would 
•onduce  much  to  good  administration 
to  have  a  small  minority  in  opposi- 
tion in  a  County  Council  I  do  not 
know,  but  I  think  they  would  be  just  as 
well  absent  for  all  useful  and  beneficial 

Mr.  James  A.  Rentoul 


purposes.  If  I  am  right  in  that 
surely  it  is  useless  to  take  any 
whatever  to  secure  the  presence 
small  minority  in  a  County  Cox 
and,  therefore,  I  should  be  inclin 
omit  that  portion  of  the  Bill  i 
deals  with  the  cumulative  vote 
gether.  But  I  think  it  would 
necessary  and  a  useful  thing  to 
some  Governing  Body  over  the  C 
Council  to  which  an  appeal  mig 
made.  I  had  an  idea  which  I 
expression  to  in  Belfast  not  lorij 
and  I  think  that  no  newspaper  o 
shade  of  politics  found  any  fault 
that  idea  whatever.  The  idea 
that,  when  elected,  each  County  Ck 
might  themselves  elect  one  meml 
a  Central  Body , which  might  be  the 
Government  Board,  and  which  i 
be  the  Governing  body  of  all  the  O 
Councils.  That  idea  has  been 
confirmed  by  a  resolution  passed  b 
Ulster  Land  Committee,  a  body 
posed  of  gentlemen  of  all  shad 
politics.  I  only  rose  to  say  one  t 
and  that  was  that  the  expressioi 
the  newspapers  which  we  have 
that  there  was  likely  to  be  any  ^ 
kneed  support  of  the  First  Lord  c 
Treasury  on  this  side  of  the  H 
or  any  coolness  towards  the 
either  among  the  Ulster  Uni 
Members  or  their  constituents,  i 
my  mind,  entirely  without  foundi 

*(9.30.)    Mb.  J.  PINKERTON 
way) :    Mr.   Speaker,  it  is  rathe 
tonishing  to  hear  a  Protestant  Me 
from  the  North  of  Ireland  speaki 
the  tone  of  the  hon.   Member 
Rentoul.) 

Mr.  RENTOUL :  I  did  not  spe 
all  in  any  disrespectful  tone,  oi 
other  tone,  as  to  the  minority 
simply  tried  to  point  out  thatwhe 
a  body  composed  of  30  Members 
have  two  or  three  of  a  minority  ho 
strongly  different  views  from  the 
those  two  or  three  Members  are 
likely  to  act  as  an  irritant  tc 
majority. 

-Mr.  PINKERTON :  The  hon. 
tleman  must  remember  that  a 
leaven  is  likely  to  leaven  the  * 
lump.  Possibly,  a  minority  ma] 
fluence  to  a  very  great  extent  the  a 
of  the  majority.  So  far  as  mj 
perience  goes,  in  every  put  of 
land  the  Protestants  are  treated 
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exceptional  kindness  by  the  Catholics. 
It  is  only  when  you  go  north  of  the 
Boyne,  and  reach  the  City  of  Belfast, 
that  you  find  intolerance  displayed  by 
law-abiding  pillars  of  the  Constitution. 
I  am  more  opposed  to  the  proposal  of 
the  seven  Grand  Jurors  and  the  Sheriif 
than  I  am  to  that  of  the  two  Judges. 
In  fact,  all  the  business  of  every  county 
is  to  be  handed  over  to  the  seven  Grand 
Jurors,  giving  a  casting  vote  to  the 
High  Sheriff.  Every  hon.  Member  in 
this  House  must  know  the  difference 
between  the  Scottish  Sheriff  and  the 
High  Sheriff  in  Ireland.  The  High 
Sheriffs  in  Ireland  are  selected  by  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  not  for  their  ability,  but 
owing  to  the  fact  that  they  can  maintain 
tnd  support  a  certain  amount  of  pomp 
and  circumstance  to  receive  the  Judge 
in  a  proper  manner.  If  it  is  necessary  to 
have  some  safeguard  in  Ireland,  let  us 
have  a  Central  Council  elected  from 
all  the  County  Councils  in  Ireland  as 
a  Court  of  Appeal.  I  fail  to  see  why 
this  matter  should  be  left  to  the 
decision  of  the  Grand  Jurors  or  the 
Judges.  In  fact  if  you  are  to  try  the 
elective  principle  in  the  baronies,  it 
should  hold  good  in  the  counties 
and  with  regard  to  County  Councils. 
I  had  no  intention  of  interposing  in 
this  Debate,  but  as  a  Protestant  from 
the   north    of  Ireland  said  that  the 

minority  was  of  no  account 

Mr.  RENTOUL :  I  never  said  any- 
thing of  the  kind  in  my  life.  I  simply 
said  I  think  a  minority  on  a  council 
would  be  of  no  value. 

•Mr.  PINKERTON :  I  am  afraid 
that  this  explanation  will  not  go  down 
in  the  county  of  Down.  (Laughter.) 
The  electors  of  the  county  of  Down 
hold  a  very  different  opinion.  They 
regard  themselves  as  a  very  im- 
portant minority  in  Ireland.  They 
regard  the  county  Down  as  not  only 
the  most  important  county  in  Ire- 
land, but  as  the  top  of  creation.  The 
Protestant  minority  in  Down,  in 
Antrim,  and  in  the  North  of  Ireland  is 
pertain  to  exercise  a  salutary  influence 
in  the  interests  of  Ireland.  I  utter  a 
most  indignant  protest  against  a  so- 
called  Orange  Representative  expressing 
such  views  to  this  House. 

*(9.37.)  Mr.  WEBB  (Waterford, 
E.) :  Mr.  Speaker :  It  must  have  been 
thought,    I    think,    that     during    all 


the  long  years  of  the  past,  during 
all  the  Coercion  Acts,  we  were  yet 
to  hope  for  something  quite  differ- 
ent from  the  proposals  of  the  Govern- 
ment. But  now  when  we  see  them  we 
find  we  are  descending  to  a  deeper 
depth  than  ever.  I  would  like  English 
Members,  Liberal  Members,  to  atten- 
tively regard  the  situation.  The  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  dwelt  very 
strongly  on  the  great  chasms  existing 
in  Ireland.  Whv  do  these  chasms 
exist?  They  exist  purely  and  solely 
not  in  the  nature  of  the  people,  but  in 
the  system  by  which  you  seek  to 
govern  Ireland.  One  party  has  been 
taught  to  live  independent  of  the  other. 
Public  opinion  has  been  scorned.  If 
any  party  in  any  country  is  kept  in 
rights  which  do  not  belong  to  it, 
or  given  property  which  it  should 
not  possess,  so  surely  will  chasms 
exist.  Just,  in  proportion  as  the 
working  classes  here  have  obtained 
power,  just  as  their  strength  as  trade 
unionists  has  increased,  so  classes 
here  have  been  drawn  together.  I 
believe  it  will  be  so  in  Ireland.  There 
is  no  real  influence,  I  believe,  so  great 
as  the  healing  influence  of  enjoying 
equal  privileges.  Now,  I  think  you 
must  either  trust  us  wholly  or  not  at 
all.  Past  oppression  has  formed  a 
great  wrong  to  Ireland,  and  it  is  quite 
right  that  now  we  should  get  a  better 
chance  of  equality.  Suppose  the 
majority  in  Ireland  were  to  act  in  a 
wrong  or  dishonest  manner.  You  have 
had  sufficient  power  in  the  past  to  deal 
with  them.  I  quite  admit  that  in 
the  course  of  the  readjustment  of 
matters  in  the  last  two  years  things 
have  not  always  gone  so  smoothly 
as  they  might  have  gone.  We 
could  not  have  expected  otherwise. 
Irishmen  are  just  as  good  as  you  are, 
and  just  as  honest  as  you  are,  and  I 
do  not  know  why  we  should  have  any 
less  liberty  than  you  have.  There  was 
one  vein  of  truth  in  the  remark  of  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  which  I 
think  should  be  noted.  A  great  many 
people  think  that  because  resolutions 
might,  under  Home  Rule,  be  passed 
against  the  power  of  England,  that 
power  might  pass  away.  I  think  we 
have  an  admission  in  the  speech  of 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  that 
such  a  supposition  is  groundless.  Reso- 
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lutions  will  have  no  effect  whatever.  I 
do  not  think  we  would  be  fit  to  enjoy 
British  liberty  if  we  did  not  object,  in 
the  strongest  possible  manner,  against 
the  passing  of  this  Bill. 
*(9.40.  Mr.  JOHNSTON  (Belfast, 
S.) :  I  did  not  intend  to  intervene  in 
this  Debate,  but  some  observations 
have  fallen  from  the  hon.  Member  who 
has  just  sat  down  which  I  would  like 
to  allude  to.  I  wish  to  assure  the  House 
there  is  no  distrust  on  the  part  of  the 
Protestants  of  the  North  as  to  the  ques- 
tion of  Local  Government  in  Ireland. 
The  Belfast  Conservative  Association 
unanimously  passed  a  resolution  the 
other  day  approving  of  the  scheme  for 
Local  Self-Government,  and  they  did 
this  before  they  had  an  opportunity 
of  seeing  the  Bill  that  has  been 
introduced  to-night  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury.  They  did  it  in 
the  spirit  that  we  in  the  North 
of  Ireland  feel — that  it  is  extremely 
desirable  there  should  be  similarity  of 
law  to  govern  the  three  countries. 
(Hear,  hear.)  It  is  quite  absurd  for 
hon.  Members  on  the  other  side  of  the 
House  to  talk  about  the  tyranny  that 
is  exercised  in  Ireland  over  certain 
classes.  The  day  of  ascendency  has 
long  gone  by.  There  is  no  such  thing 
as  Protestant  ascendency  in  Ireland 
now.  An  hon.  Member  opposite  (Mr. 
Sexton),  said  the  other  night  that 
Roman  Catholics  were  perfectly  equal 
to  the  Protestants  in  Ireland  on  the 
question  of  education.  We  do  not 
desire  to  see  the  ascendency  of 
class  over  class.  We  desire  the 
most  perfect  equality,  whatever  shape 
the  representation  of  the  minority  in 
local  government  is  to  take :  I  am  not 
very  careful  or  anxious  to  see  that  car- 
ried out.  Further,  I  am  not  very 
much  in  love  with  this  cumulative 
vote.  We,  in  the  North  of  Ireland, 
are  perfectly  able  to  take  care 
of  ourselves.  I  cannot  say  I  quite 
agree  with  my  hon.  Friend  the  Member 
for  East  Down  (Mr.  Rentoul)  with  re- 
gard to  the  treatment  of  the  minority. 
I  do  not  know  whether  the  effect  of  a 
minority  may  be  irritating  in  the 
County  Council  of  London.  But  a 
certain  minority  in  the  City  of 
Derry  long  ago  found  it  very  desir- 
able to  enter  a  protest — an  irritating 

Mr.  Webb 


protest  against  the  majority,  and  *£ 
carry  their  protest  even  further, 
am  sure  my  hon.  Friend  did  not  i:* 
tend  to  depreciate  the  efforts  of  mint* 
rities  in  Ireland  to  safeguard  ths 
rights  and  liberties.  I  have  to  than 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  f<: 
introducing  this  measure.  We  sua 
perfectly  prepared  to  give  a  hearty  an 
cordial  support  to  it.  I  desire  "t 
express,  on  the  part  of  those  I  repre 
sent,  that  it  is  in  no  grudging  o; 
hesitating  manner  that  we  support  the 
efforts  to  give  to  Ireland  a  measure* of 
Local  Self-Government. 

(9.440  Mr.  SEXTON  (Belfast, 
W.) :  Mr.  Speaker,  upon  the  question 
of  the  action  about  to  be  taken  by  the 
House  at  the  present  time,  I 
unreservedly  adopt  the  idea  expressed 
by  the  Member  for  Derby  (Sir  W. 
Harcourt).  I  think  it  would  be  a  great 
pity  to  place  the  slightest  impediment  in 
the  way  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  bringing 
the  Bill  before  the  House  and  the  coun- 
try. There  is  a  great  difference  of  tone 
between  the  first  and  second  speeches 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  In  hit 
second  speech  I  thought  I  discovered 
something  like  a  note  of  defiance — s 
note  of  Dissolution,  qualified,  probably 
only  by  the  fear  as  to  whether  this 
Bill  was  a  Bill  on  which  they  would 
dare  to  go  before  the  country.  At  an) 
rate,  we  may  assume  they  regard  thii 
as  a  test  of  the  opinion  of  the  electors 
and  I  should  be  very  sorry  indeed  i 
any  impediment  were  successfully 
applied  to  deny  to  the  House  and  the 
country  an  opportunity  of  seeing  thii 
measure.  With  that  view  I  shal 
certainly  not  oppose  the  motion,  and  1 
should  advise  my  Friend  not  to  pul 
the  House  to  the  trouble  of  a  division 
I  have  seen  many  Bills  introduced— 
some  that  were  irritating,  others  thai 
were  laughable;  but  never  in  all  nr 
experience  have  I  seen  a  Bill  upoi 
which  the  brand  of  incompetence  wai 
so  deeply  set — a  Bill  which  is  at  th< 
same  time  contemptible  and  ridiculous 
We  can  sympathise  with  the  right  hon 
Gentleman,  because  the  Land  Purchase 
Bill  of  last  year  was  very  largely  of  hit 
own  devising.  I  think  some  of  the 
safeguarding  provisions  in  this  Bill 
which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  ex- 
pounded with  anything  but  the  seal  oJ 
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a  parent  to-night,  must  have  been 
forced  upon  him  by  injudicious  advisers ; 
and  if  it  were  not  to  satisfy  the  Orange 
and  Conservative  body  in  Ireland  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  introduced 
the  cumulative  vote,  I  cannot  imagine 
at  whose  instance  this  strange  provision 
was  introduced.  It  has  been  promised 
that  Ireland  should  substantially  have 
the  same  system  of  Local  Self-Govern - 
ment  as  England,  but  there  is  no 
aneral  principle  in  the  English  Local 
Government  Act  which  is  not  traversed 
in  this  Bill.  Irishmen  are  not  to  get 
the  control  of  the  police ;  they  do  not 
obtain  the  Parliamentary  franchise. 

Mb.  A.  J.  BALFOUR  :  Yes,  you  do. 

Mb.  SEXTON  :  I  mean  the  cumula- 
tive franchise.     In  England  it  was  one 
man  one  vote,   but  in    Ireland    thev 
would  have  scrutin  de  liste,  than  which 
there  could  be  no  worse  principle  for 
the  election  of  local  bodies.     By  the 
adoption  of  that  system  they  would  have 
a  Party  ticket  in  each  section — National- 
ists on  the  one  hand  and  Conservatives 
on  the  other — and  none  but  partisans 
would  be  elected.     It  was   upon  the 
promise  that  Ireland  was  to  have  such 
a  Local  Government  Bill  as  England  re- 
ceived that  the  Conservatives  obtained 
power;  but  did  any  man  of  any  school  of 
politics  pretend*  that   this  Bill  would 
satisfy  the  desire  of  Irishmen  for  Home 
Bule? 

Mb.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  Hear,  hear! 

Mb.  SEXTON :  What  good  will  be 
served  by  the  cumulative  vote  ?  It  did 
not  exist  in  England  or  Scotland.  Why 
ia  this  inequality — this  cumbrous,  per- 
plexing provision — imposed  in  the  case 
of  Ireland  ?  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
has  said  that  the  barony  will  be  the 
unit  of  election. 

Mb.  A.  J.  BALFOUR  :  That  is  rather 
&  difficult  question.  The  barony  is  the 
unit  for  baronial  elections,  but  for  the 
county  elections  the  units  are  certain 
electoral  areas,  which  will  be  announced 
at  the  later  stages  of  the  Bill,  but  which 
are  not  concident  with  the  baronies. 

Mb.  SEXTON  :  The  county,  then,  is 
not  the  unit? 

Mb.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  No. 


Mr.  SEXTON:  I  submit  that  in 
Ulster  the  cumulative  vote  will  have  no 
other  effect  than  that  which  would 
follow  the  Parliamentary  vote.  Outside 
Ulster,  no  doubt,  in  certain  counties, 
the  adoption  of  the  scrutin  de  liste 
system  might  give  the  minority  a 
hearing ;  but  if  the  counties  are 
divided  into  electoral  areas  the  system 
will  not  give  the  minority  a  hearing, 
and  therefore  the  minority  will 
be  injured  by  the  cumulative  vote. 
As  regards  the  Standing  Committees, 
it  is  absurd  that,  in  respect  to  capital 
expenditure  and  new  charges,  they  and 
not  the  County  Council  will  have  con- 
trol. The  Standing  Committee  is  to  be 
composed  of  15  men,  of  whom  seven 
are  to  be  nominated  by  the  Council 
and  seven  by  the  Grand  Jury,  with  the 
Sheriff  as  the  Chairman.  Now,  the 
Sheriff  is  to  be  nominated  by  the  Lord 
Lieutenant ;  and  therefore  the  Sheriff 
and  seven  of  his  men  will  go  from 
the  Grand  Jury  room  to  the  County 
Council  room,  and  the  eight  will  out- 
vote the  seven  who  represent  the 
electors  with  respect  to  every  new 
expenditure  or  capital  charge.  Now, 
Sir,  I  should  like  to  say  a  word  with 
regard  to  the  question  of  the  trial 
before  two  Judges.  Positively  at  the 
end  of  the  nineteenth  century,  with 
our  advanced  views  of  popular  repre- 
sentation, it  is  seriously  proposed  that — 
for  example,  in  a  county  like  Cork — 
any  20,  any  gang  of  ill-conditioned,  ill- 
tempered  evicting  landlords  can  form  a 
conspiracy  and  hale  before  a  Judge  the 
elected  representatives  of  the  County  of 
Cork.  And  upon  what  pretence  ?  They 
need  not  be  at  a  loss  for  a  pretext ; 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  given 
them  a  perfect  rosary  of  them.  They 
can  charge  a  County  Council  with  dis- 
obedience to  the  law,  with  corruption, 
or  malversation,  or  oppression.  Pos- 
sibly   a    Judge    of     Assize    may    be 

bound  in  regard  to  the  terms  "  corrup- 
tion or  malversation  "  ;  but  in  regard  to 
the  term   "  oppression,"  a  very  large 


779         Local  Government  {COMMONS} 


{Ireland)  Bill. 


780 


and  high-coloured  term,   I  can  easily 

imagine  a  case  where  a  learned  Judge — 

and  there  are  many  learned  Judges  in 

Ireland — having  a  group  of    Unionist 

malcontents    or    a    gang    of    evicting 

landlords  before  him,   and  having  on 

the  other  side  a  County  Council  as 
unpopular  with  the  Unionist  classes 
as  the  London  County  Council.  In 
such  a  case,  and  on  such  a  charge  as 
that  of  oppression,  I  can  imagine  what 
chance  of  escape  the  County  Council 
would  have.  Does  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  think  it  is  any  answer  to  our 
objection  that  the  County  Council 
would  be  found  "  Not  guilty  ?  "  Does 
he  ignore  our  claims  to  equality  in 
respect  of  our  common  manhood  ?  In 
England  and  Scotland  you  start  your 
schemes  of  Local  Government  upon 
the  assumption  that  the  men  elected 
for  public  life  will  be  honourable  and 
honest ;  but  in  Ireland  you  start  with 
the  assumption  that  they  will  not  be 
honest  men,  and  that  you  must  make 
them  amenable  to  the  public  and  the 
criminal  tribunals.  That  is  not  reason- 
able. It  is  not  fair.  It  is  insulting  to 
our  people.  The  county  cess  in  Ire- 
land is  paid  by  the  occupier.  The 
fraction  which  the  landlords  pay  is 
infinitesimally  small,  and  how  can  the 
House  believe  that  the  Irish  people 
would  encourage  corruption  or  malver- 
sation in  respect  of  those  moneys  which 
they  contribute?  In  this  matter  you 
should  leave  the  elected  Representa- 
tives to  their  constituents  ;  and  if  they 
act  extravagantly  or  corruptly,  they 
will  go  back  to  receive  the  judgment 
of  their  constituents.  For  my  part,  I 
can  say  that  I  will  resist,  and  that  I 
believe  my  friends  will  resist,  tothevery 
utmost  of  our  power,  all  schemes  to  put 
our  country  under  a  disability  which  is 
founded  on  nothing  else  than  your 
morbid,  your  eternal  suspicion  of  every- 
thing that  concerns  Ireland,  and  your 
delusion  that  there  is  something  superior 
about  yourselves  that  requires  your 
constant  control,  guidance,  and  check- 
ing influence  to  keep  us  from  robbing 
ourselves.  The  drawing  up  of  this 
Bill — if  the  time  of  the  Government  is 
of  any  value,  which  is  somewhat  doubt- 
ful— is  a  waste  of  their  time,  and 
it  is  certainly  a  waste  of  the  time  of 
the  House  to  discuss  such  a  measure. 

Mr.  Sexton 


-(10.10.)      Mr.  COURTNEY  (Corn- 
wall, Bodmin) :  The  fact,  Sir,  that  the 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  West 
Belfast     advise,    the    House    not  to 
divide  upon  the  Motion  for  the  intro- 
duction of  this  Bill  shows  that  we  have 
got  into  calmer  waters  than  was  the 
case  in  the  earlier  part  of  the  evening- 
I  only  interpose  for   a  few  minutes  in 
order  to  express  my   views  upon  the 
speech  of  the  First  Lord  of  the  Trea- 
sury and  upon  the  remarks  of  the  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  West  Bel- 
fast, who  complained  of  the  non-fulfil- 
ment of  a  promise  made  by  the  noble 
Lord    the    Member    for    Paddington 
when  he  was  the  Leader  of  this  House, 
that  in  the  matter  of  Local  Government 
there  should  be  similarity,  simultaneity, 
and  equality  of  treatment  as  between 
Ireland  and  the  Sister  Countries.    As 
to    simultaneity,    the    exigencies    of 
time    always   made   that    impossible; 
and    I    have     always     thought    the 
promise    of     equality    was     like    the 

suggestion  of  one  and  the  same  pill 
for  all  diseases.  The  first  fact  of 
this  Bill  is  that  it  effects  a  transfer 
of  administrative  functions  from  the 
Grand  Juries  in  Ireland  to  the  proposed 
County  Councils ;  and  on  this  head  the 
hon.  Member  for  West  Belfast  com- 
plains that  the  Bill  is  in  no  sense 
parallel  with  the  English  Act,  because 
nothing  is  said  about  the  police.  But 
the  hon.  Gentleman  must  be  aware  that 
the  Quarter  Sessions  in  England  had 
control  of  the  police  before  ever  the 
English  Act  was  passed.  The  Grand 
Juries  have  never  had  control  of  the 
police  in  Ireland,  and  there  could  not 
be  a  transfer  of  that  which  they  had 
not.  Sir,  I  pass  that  entirely  by. 
The  real  and  serious  objection  that 
has  been  raised  is  as  to  the  want  of 
fulness  in  not  transferring  the  power  of 
Grand  Juries  to  award  compensation 
for  malicious  injuries.  The  non.  and 
learned  Member  for  Longford  dwelt 
very  forcibly  on  the  manner  in  which 
that  power  is  at  present  exercised ;  and 
the  possibility  of  its  abuse  is  manifest ; 
but  the  argument  is  a  bad  argument  for 
a  transfer  to  the  County  Councils,  and  I 
should  have  ^thought  kthat   the  moral 
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was  that  it  was  improper  to  entrust 
judicial  functions  of  that  character  to  a 
multitudinous  Public  Bodv.  It  has 
been  suggested  that  the  power  should 
be  handed  over  to  the  Countv  Court 
Judge,  and  all  I  would  wish  to 
say  upon  it  is  this:  that  the  power  is  a 
most  dangerous  one,  and  one  that  has 
no  doubt  been  abused  bv  Grand  Juries. 

■MM  ** 

Therefore  you  must  deal  with  it  in  an 
independent  way,  and  not  entrust  it  to 
another  multitudinous  body,   for  that 
would  only  be  to  transfer  and  perpetuate 
the  abuse.     If  we  look  to  County  Coun- 
cils nearer  home,  in  the  exercise  of  such 
quasi- judicial    functions    as     that    of 
licensing,  we  see  the  extreme   incon- 
venience of  placing  such  functions  in 
the  hands   of  a  multitudinous   body, 
Such  functions  should,  in  my  view,  be 
entrusted   to  some  limited  bodv,  who 
should  be  put  upon  their  responsibility 
in  the  exercise  of  the    power    given 
them.  '  Passing  from  the  transfer   of 
functions,  there  comes  the  question  of 
the  persons  who  are   to  exercise  the 
franchise,  and  here,  with  one  excep- 
tion, there  is  no  ground  of  complaint. 
The  one   exception  is,   of  course,  the 
disallowance  of  the  facilities  granted  to 
illiterate  voters.     The  common  master 
of  my  right  hon.  Friend  the   Member 
for  Newcastle  and  of  myself — namely, 
John   Stuart   Mill — has  laid   it   down 
that  an  educational  qualification  might 
be  rightly  insisted   upon,  and,  in  point 
of  fact,  it  has  been,  and  I  believe  is, 
insisted  upon,  in  more    than  one  of 
our  Australian  Colonies.     Now,  Sir,  as 
regards    another    point — namely,    the 
alteration  in  the  mode  of  voting — the 
hon.  Member  for  West  Belfast  said  that 
instead  of  allaying,  the  alteration  will 
promote,  Party  strife.     I  believe  it  will 
have  just  the  opposite  consequences,  and 
that  this  method  of  election,  which  I 
have  always  advocated,  will  tend  to  dis- 
sipate and  destroy  Party  strife.    Let  me 
point  out  that  the  system  of  one  man 
one  vote  does  not,  at  all  events,  destroy 
combination.      Look    at   the    London 
County  Council,  which  has  been  con- 
ducted on  the  principle  of  one  man 
one  vote.     Will  you  get  rid  of  Party  in 
the  approaching  contests  for  the  election 
of  members  of  that  body  ?  I  read,  this 
morning  or  yesterday,   in  the   news- 
papers,   a     letter     of     some     power 
written     by    the     noble     Lord     the 


Member  for  Barnsley  (Earl  Compton), 
in  which  he  said  he  regretted  that 
under  the  system  of  one  man  one  vote, 
by  which  the  London  County  Council 
was  elected,  a  fatal  obstacle  was  inter- 
posed to  the  running  of  independent 
men  who  would  exercise  a  restraining 
influence  upon  extreme  partisans.  It 
is  strange  that  those  of  us  who 
desire  to  diminish  Party  organisation 
and  Party  method  should  advocate  a 
mode  of  election  which,  according  to 
the  hon.  Member  for  West  Belfast, 
wrould  increase  then  more.  If  you  com- 
pare the  results  of  the  elections  for  the 
London  School  Boards  with  those  of 
the  London  County  Council,  you  will 
see  that  the  London  School  Board, 
whatever'  may  be  its  faults,  at  least 
contains  an  independent  section  which 
moderates  the  hostilitv  of  extreme 
Parties,  and  balances  the  one  side 
against  the  other.  That  is  what  I 
understand  the  hon.  Member  for  West 
Belfast  to  desire  to  attain  in  Ireland. 

Mr.  SEXTON :  Under  the  Bill,  as 
it  was  described,  no  candidate  would 
get  his  name  upon  a  Party  ticket  except 
upon  the  ground  of  his  being  a  politi- 
cian. 

-Mr.  COURTNEY :  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber speaks  of  scrutin  dc  liste,  but  sent  tin 
de  liste  differs  entirely  from  the  cumula- 
tive vote,  under  which  electors  may  be 
allowed  to  choose  between  one  man 
and  another,  as  well  as  between  one 
ticket  and  another.  It  is  clear  that 
the  hon.  Member  does  not  appreciate 

the  scheme  of  election.  He  said  that 
in  Ulster  you  get  the  Parties  equally 
divided,  but  it  is  not  the  case  that  in 
the  different  counties  of  Ulster  Parties 
are  equally  divided.  Is  it  the  case  that  in 
other  districts  of  Ireland  the  Parties  are 
equally  divided.  What  is  the  case 
with  the  present  mode  of  election  in 
the  City  of  Belfast?  Although  you 
have  got  a  popular  franchise  in  Belfast, 
the  result  is  that  in  the  Town  Council 
you  find  men  all  of  one  way  of  think- 
ing. 

Mr.  SEXTON :  Because  it  is  40 
years  since  the  city  was  divided  into 
wards. 

*Mr.  COURTNEY  :  Still,  it  shows  that 
the  system  of  election  by  districts  does  not 
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think  a  useful  one.    This  method  will 
not  only  secure  the  representation  of  » 
minority,  which,  however  feeble,  would 
be  useful,  but  it  secures  the  representa- 
tion  of   the   different   sections  of  the 
majority.     I  often  say  to  those  friends 
with  whom  I  act,  more  or  lees,  that  they 
mass  together  men  who  have  many  differ- 
ences among  themselves.     There   an 
different  shades  of  Nationalists.    There 
are  some  who  would  not  accept  any- 
thing    less     than     the     independence 
Ireland  —  an     Irish     Republic. 
There     are     other     Nationalists     so 
moderate    that     they    would    be    ap- 
parently content  with  the  passing  of 
something  which  would  enable  them  to 
deal  with  the  supply  of  gas  and  water. 
This  scheme  not  only  secures  the  re- 
presentation   of  the   Unionist    Party, 
assuming  them  to  be  in  the  minority, 
but  the  different  shades  of  opinion  of 
the  Nationalist  Party.     You  might  try 
to  exclude   these    Nationalists   whom 
you    do    not     like,    hut    you    would 
find    it  impossible;    and    you    would 
find   every   shade   of  the   Nationalist 
Party  represented — those  who  are  more 
attached,  those  who  are  less  attached 
to  their  clerical  principles  and  clerical 
friends ;  those  who  are  more  keenly  in- 
terested in  agriculture ;  those  who  are 
more  keenly  interested  in  commerce ; 
those,  possibly,  who,  like  the  Member 
for    Cork,    are    temperance    partisans 
above    all    things ;    and    those   who, 
like  the  Member  for  the    county   of 
Cork,   scout   all  teetotalers.      Now,  I 
do  not  suppose  anybody  will  deny  that 
the  misery  of  Ireland  is  to  be  found  in 
the  strictly  antagonistic  nature  of  the 
relations  between  the  different  classes 
of  Ireland.    It  will  be  allowed  by  those 
hon.     Members    who    sit    below    the 
Gangway,  as  well  by  hon.  Members  on 
the  other  side,  that  it   is  a  pity  that 
the     various     classes     should     be    so 
ignorant  of   one   another,    and   I    am 
afraid  to  say  even  hate  one  another. 
I  do  not  say  there  is  no  justification 
for  the  feeling  on  the  one  side,  or  no 
explanation  of  the  feeling  on  the  other ; 
but   that  ib  the  nature  of  the  Irish 
problem,  and  surely  it  will  be  some- 
thing towards  a  solution  if  you  could 
invent   a   method  which    should  bring 
together,  in  the  consideration,  discus- 
sion, and  discharge  of  local  functions, 
representatives  of  all  classes  within  the 


secure  the  representation  of  all  Parties, 
and  that  the  plan  proposed  would  not 
result  in  the  dangers  feared.  It  is  per- 
haps very  presumptuous  for  a  mere 
Englishman  to  stand  up  for  this  system 
in  Ireland  when  the  non.  Member  for 
Belfast  and  others  object  to  it ;  but 
there  is  some  reason,  even  with  that 
concurrent  condemnation,  which  makes 
me  think  the  plan  may  be  useful.  It 
would  secure  in  the  north-eastern 
counties  a  Nationalist  representation, 
and  it  will  secure  in  the  south-western 
counties  the  election  of  some  Protestant 
representatives.  The  proposed  method 
w^uld  certainly  secure  in  the  County 
Councils  of  Down  and  Antrim  a  repre- 
sentation of  the  Nationalists,  whilst  in 
Cavan  and  Monaghan  it  would  secure 
the  election  of  some  Protestants.  Look 
at  Sligo,  which  the  hon.  Gentleman 
once  represented. 

Mb.    SEXTON:     Sligo    is   an    ex- 
ceptional county. 

*Mr.  COURTNEY:  It  is  very  un- 
fortunate that  I  can  quote  nothing  but 
exceptional  cases.  But  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man does  not  appear  to  understand  the 
operation  and  the  force  of  the  systems 
which  even  in  Cork  or  Kerry  would  give 
representation  to  l-14thorl-15th  ofthe 
electorate.  Is  it  to  be  said  that  even 
in  Cork  or  Kerry  you  cannot  get  l-15th 
or  l-16th  who  belongto  theother  side  ? 
It  is  further  to  be  remembered  that 
minorities  always  develop  when  they 
have  the  means  of  growth,  and  you 
would  find  under  this  plan  interests 
spring  up  where  their  existence  was 
not  at  all  suspected.  The  power  to  state 
the  cases  of  the  minority  is  all  that 
is  sought  for.  The  fact  that  it  is  not 
the  best  method  of  securing  this  result 
is  admitted  by  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  himself.  Incidentally  the 
First  Lord  used  a  phrase,  perhaps  a 
little  hastily  chosen,  by  which  he 
meant  less  good  or  less  worthy.  That 
reminds  me,  although  it  is  quite  irrele- 
vant, that  I  should  like  to  correct  a 
misquotation  of  John  Stuart  Mill.  Mr. 
Mill  spoke  not  of  the  "  stupid  party" 
but  of  the  "  more  stupid  party,"  The 
plan  proposed  is  one  which  those  who 
have  the  well-being  of  Ireland  at  heart 
Mr.  Courtney 
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counties.     The  mere  fact  that  we  bring 
together  into   this  House  representa- 
tives of    the   two   Parties  in   Ireland 
makes  those  Parties  better  understand 
each  other ;  and  if  in  a  year  or  two 
after,  they  leave    this  House,   better 
understanding  some  of  the  conditions 
of  the  problem  which  they  may  not  so 
fully  have  understood  when  they  en- 
tered it,  so  I  anticipate  for  the  repre- 
sentatives  of  the  different   classes   on 
the  County  Councils  a  better   under- 
standing   of    each    other  and  of    the 
problems     with      which     they     have 
to   deal.    Just    as    in    the    case    of 
Members  of  this  House   there    takes 
place    a     gradual    transformation     of 
view,  an  alteration  of  attitude,  a  re- 
laxation from  the  painful  tension  that 
sometimes  prevails  while  in  the  House, 
so  would  it  be  in  the  new  gatherings 
of    representatives    of    the    different 
classes      in     the    county.       If    they 
could     associate      together     in      the 
discharge  of    Irish  local    affairs,     the 
people  who    are   admitted   to    be    so 
diverse    at    present,    so     strongly    at 
daggers  drawn,   something   would    be 
done  to  draw  them  more  towards  each 
other  to  a  better  understanding,  and, 
such  is  human  nature,  that  I  indulge 
the  hope  that  you  would  bring  them 
even  to  like  one  another.     We  are  going 
through  that  experience  in  some  of  the 
English  counties  even  now.     We  have 
in  England  the  classes  who  have  been 
called  the   privileged  classes,  and  we 
have  the  unprivileged  classes  ;  and  we 
have  brought  them    together    in    the 
Connty  Parliaments.       I    have   never 
looked  on  these  County  Parliaments  as 
things  that  were  likely  to  do  very  much 
in  the  way  of  economy,   of  which   I 
should  like  to  see  more ;  but  I  have  al- 
ways advocated  them  as  breaking  down 
the  lines  of  demarcation  between  classes 
in  England ;    and  making  the  classes 
know  one  another  better.     I  am   glad 
to  see  that  process  going  on  ;  and  I  look 
to  this  system,  in  whatever  form  it  is 
embodied,  as  a  method  of  making  the 
future  of  Ireland  more  hopeful,  because 
it  will  make  the  people  of  Ireland  under- 
stand the  virtues  as  well  as  the  faults 
of  one  another  better  than   they   do. 
Well,  there  is  only  one  other  point  to 
which  I  would  refer.     It  is  the  pro- 
posal   to    arraign  a    County    Council 
before  the  Judges.     I  understand  the 


First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  to  refer 
to  that  as  a  power  which  would 
not  be  likely  to  be  exercised.  I  think 
he  almost  hinted  that  it  would 
never  occur,  that  he  did  not  anticipate 

it 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  Hear,  hear. 
*Mr.  COURTNEY  :  I  know  that  he 
did  not  anticipate  the  condition  under 
which  it  would  be  necessary  to  call  that 
power  into  operation,  and  I  should  sus- 
pect that  the  introduction  of  that  provi- 
sion was  due  rather  to  a  desire  to  allay 
the  anxieties  which  we  know  to  exist — 
anxieties  which  are  generally  over- 
strained regarding  the  fear  that  the  power 
of  the  majority  might  be  abused.  My 
own  impression  is  that  possibly  that 
proposal  will  reach  its  fate  in  an  in- 
timation on  the  part  of  the  Judges 
themselves  that  they  do  not  like  to 
accept  such  functions.  (Hear,  hear !) 
My  right  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
Newcastle  (Mr.  John  Morley)  says 
11  hear,  hear."  He  is  entirely  entitled 
to  cry  "  hear,  hear ;"  but  the  Member 
for  the  Stirling  Burghs  (Mr.  Campbell- 
Bannerman),  who  sits  by  him,  knows 
that  he  and  I  were  in  the  position  of 
having  been  Members  of  a  Government 
which  introduced  a  Bill  which  threw  on 
Judges  duties  which  they  would  not 
exercise,  and  that  Act  was  in  that 
respect  a  dead  letter  in  conse- 
quence. If  this  proposal  meets  with 
the  same  fate,  I  confess  I,  for  my 
part,  shall  not  be  the  least  sorry, 
and  an  intimation  may  well  come 
beforehand,  which  may  induce  the 
Government  not  to  persevere  with  it, 
because  the  Judges  would  not  desire  to 
have  those  functions  imposed  upon 
them.  I  would  point  out,  also, 
that  the  true  method,  as  it  seems 
to  me,  of  keeping  a  County  Council  in 
order  is  already  to  be  found  in  the 
powers  which  the  Courts  of  Law 
possess.  If  a  County  Council  proceeds 
to  act  ultra  vires,  you  can  restrain  their 
action  ;  you  can  nullify  what  they  have 
determined  to  do.  If  they  are  not 
acting  ultra  vires,  then  the  proper 
reined  v  is  to  be  found  in  the  action  of  the 
electorate.  But  if  you  strictly  define  in 
your  Bill  what  their  powers  are  to  be, 
then  the  abuse  of  their  powers  is 
limited  ;  they  cannot  go  beyond  them. 
The  moment  they  go  into  what  they 
are    not    by   the    Act    authorised    to 
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Judges  were  asked  to  undertake  the 
powers  which  this  Bill  seeks  to  confer 
on  them,  they  will  respectfully  decline 
to  undertake  them.  That  does  not 
look  as  if  the  prospects  of  the  Bill  are 
very  favourable,  and  the  tone  and 
spirit  in  which  it  was  brought  forward 
do  not  took  very  hopeful.     It  is  also 


do,  they  are  subject  to  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  Law  Courts,  and  their  action  can 
be  brought  to  nought  by  the  ordinary 
processes  which  the  Law  Courts  have 
opened  to  all.  I  have  said  more  than 
I  intended  to  have  said  when  I  got  up ; 
but  before  I  sit  down,  I  would  also 
remind  the  House  of  the  particularly 
sagacious     principle     my    friend 


;ett  often  laid  down  among  those  doubtful  to  whom  to  ascribe  the 
paternity  of  the  Bill,  as  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury  did  not  seem  very  fond 
of  the  child  he  has  taken   charge  of. 


who  knew  hi) 

"Never  speak  on  the  First  Reading  of 
BUI ;  never  condemn  or  praise  strongly  on  tti 
First  Heading  of  a  Hill ;  you  i '" 


and  the  two  hon.  Gentlemen  repre- 
senting Ulster  disclaimed  any  know- 
ledge of  the  contents  of  the  Bill.  The 
right  hon.  Member  for  Bodmin  haa  been, 
and  is  now,  a  consistent  advocate  of 
proportional  representation,  but  I  was 
listened  to.  I  remember  how  the  not  aware  that  he  was  prepared  to 
Land  Bill  of  the   right  hon.  Gentle-    SUpport  the  precise  system  in  vogue  at 

.   right 
for  Midlothi 
it   was  first    brought 
hon.     Friend     made 


I  think  that  very  judicious  counsel, 
and  older  Members  in  this  House 
are  generally  in  the  habit  of  receiving 
Bills  with  only  some  moderate  inquiry, 
without  flying  into  declarations  that 
the  thing  is   not  to  be  entertained 


man    (Mr.    Balfour}    was    received  by  Scnooi  Board  elections,  and  which  the 

my  right    hon.    Inend    the    Member  ,,  ,  .   ,      ,   ,  ,      ,      T.L 

(Mr.  Gl.a.tono)  wl,o„  <-»vem„K,„t  intend  to  apply  to  Irish 

My    right  County  Council  elections.     ™-  ■-"  ">  ■■ 


There  is  a 

a    very    mode-    positive  confusion  of  areas  created  by 

rate    speech    on    that   occasion,   and,    the  Bill,  as  well  as  the  very  complex 


acting  on  his  advice,  the  House 
allowed  it  to  be  read  a  first  time  before 
7  o'clock.  He  is  an  old  Parlia- 
mentary hand  —  (laughter)  —  and  I 
think  it  was  a  very  judicious  course  to 
pursue.  I  apologise  to  the  House  not 
only  for  having  occupied  it  so  long,  but 


system  of  electiou  which,  in  the  only 
instance  in  which  it  has  been  tried  in 
practice,  has  been  found  cumbrous  and 
inoperative  to  some  extent.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  admits  that  in  this 
Bill  be  has  introduced  an  altogether 


also  for  having  broken  that  example  to  novel  principle,  and  hon.  Members  have 
j  tried  to  quote  precedents  in  support  of 
|  the  submission,   and  in  certain 


which  I  have  referred. 
-(10.40.)     Mb.  F.  S.   STEVENSON 


the  suppression,  of  the  County  Councils 


(Suffolk,  Eye)  :  Although  this  Bill  has  ,)y  the  judiciaI  authority,  but  none  of 
only  been  under  discussion  for  a  few  them  bear  on  the  precise  proposal  of  the 
hours,  and  is  not  yet  printed,  I  venture  Government.  The  position  is  this:  Into 
to  think  that  we  have  had  marked  \  this  Bill,  wluch  professeB  to  deal  with 
indications    not  front  the  Opposition,    Ireland  more  or  less  on  the  same  terms 


England,   you   have  introduced 

,     .         .      ,,.,,.     ...    ,     "VB*11"    principle       which       you      have       not 
ment,  ofwhat  the  Bill  is  likely  to  be- ,  ^0UghJ  t0    embody   Jin    the    Ellgliah 


but  from  the  supporters  of  the  Govern- 


coine.     It   is  perfectly   obvious,   from  |  or    "Scotch 
the  right  lion.  Member  for  Bodmin,  as    ducc   it 
well  as  the  hon.  Members  for  Down  and 
Belfast,  that  we  are  likely  to  have  in 
this  Bill  two  Jonah  clauses.     The  hon. 


Acts,     and     you      intro- 
,    form     which   affixes   a 
stigma    on     the    majority    of 
the  people  of  Ireland,  and  lays  them 
open     to    suspicions    of     the    gravest 
.,      ,        •     ,,  ,    .,  ,,       -  .     ,  .nature.      That    is  not  the   way  yon 

Members  for  Down  and  Belfast  joined    wouW  espect  a  Bm  of  this  ^Vbe 

m  the  denunciation  of  cumulative  ■  j)rc.ug|lt  in,  aild  I  do  not  think  there 
voting  ;  and  the  right  hon.  Member  for  is  a  great  chance  of  such  a  proposal 
Bodmin    anticipated   that    when    the  i  being  carried  even  if  the  Government 

Mr.  Courtney  ' 
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intend    to     press    the    Bill    forward, 
though  from  the  tone  of  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury  it  did*  not  appear  that 
their  intentions  are  very  serious.    Con- 
sideration  of   the   nature   of  the  pro- 
posals made    by    the    Bill,    and    the 
insults  which,  by  implication,  it  makes 
against  the  people  of   Ireland   would 
strongly  lead  me  to  join  my  friends  in 
taking  a  Division  against  it,  but  I  am 
influenced  on  the  other  side  by  two 
reasons  :     One,  suggested  by  the  lion. 
Member  for  Derby,  that   if  the   vote 
against  the   Bill    were    successful    it 
would    not    be    printed,    and    people 
would  have  no  chance  of  knowing  the 
exact  nature  of  its  provisions,  and  it 
is  desirable  that  candidates  for  County 
Councils  in   England  should   have  an 
opportunity  of  expressing  an   opinion 
as  to  their  position  and  feelings  if  a 
provision  were  introduced  in   EJngland 
to  subject  the  County  Council  of,  say 
London,   to  the    jurisdiction    of    two 
Judges,   who   would    have    power    to 
suppress  it,  it  being  competent  for  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  the  county  to  fill 
the  vacancies.  The  proposal  would  appeal 
with  irresistible  force  to  the  hearer's 
Bense  of    the    ludicrous.      The  other 
reason    which    influences  me    in   not 
voting  against  the  Bill  is  that,  great  as 
are  its    imperfections,   and    ludicrous 
and  absurd  as  are  some  of  its  pro- 
visions, by  this  Bill  you  admit  that  it 
is  possible  to  frame  safeguards  which, 
in  your  opinion,  will  be   sufficient  to 
.protect  the   minority.     It  is  perfectly 
obvious  that   if  that  can  be  done  in 
regard  to  County  Councils  it  can  be 
done  in  regard  to  a  Legislature  sitting 
in  Dublin.     In  some  cases  the  Councils 
would  be  sitting  in  remote  places  where 
public  opinion   would   have  compara- 
tively little   force,   but  the  Legislature 
sitting  at  Dublin  would  be  sitting  in 
the  full   light  of  public   opinion   and 
criticism.      Therefore,  however  absurd 
the  provisions  of  the  Bill,  in   it   the 
Government  have  taken  a  step  in  ad- 
vance from  which  it  is  impossible  to 
recede,  an  important  step  in  advance  in 
regard     to     the     self-government     of 
Ireland. 

(10.50.)  Colonel  NOLAN  (Galway, 
N.) :  There  has  been  one  good  point 
in  the  Debate ;  it  has  produced  an  ex- 
cellent lecture  on  proportional  repre- 


{18  February,  1892}  (Ireland)  DHL  790 

sentation  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 
I  am  not  strongly  in  favour  of  cumula- 
tive voting,  but  I  think  there  is  much 
in  favour  of  the  argument  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  and  I  believe  there  is 
scarcely  a  county  in  Ireland  in  which 
the  minority  would  not  get  one  repre- 
sentative out  of  15,  though  if  Members 
in  England  are  so  fond  of  it  they 
should  try  it  at  some  of  the  English 

County  Council  elections.  There  is 
one  good  point  in  the  Bill,  the  electo- 
rate, which  is  practically  household 
suffrage  with  women  thrown  in.  I 
have  no  objection  to  the  introduction 
of  Peers,  as  I  do  not  think  they  would 
much  affect  the  result  of  the  elections. 
There  was  one  point  on  which  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  was  not  so  lucid 
as  on  the  other  points.  I  understood 
that  illiterate  voters  were  not  to  be 
allowed  to  vote  at  all ;  but  the  hon. 
Member  for  South  Tyrone  declared  that 
he  was  of  a  wholly  different  opinion,  and 
that  the  proposal  was  that  they  should 
not  receive  peculiar  assistance  in  voting. 
Was  the  hon.  Member  correct  ? 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :   That  is  so. 

Colonel  NOLAN  :  I  have  no  objec- 
tion ;  but  if  they  had  been  disfranchised 
altogether,  it  would  have  been  a  terrible 
injustice.  The  Bill  itself  is  alto- 
gether overweighted.  I  do  not  say 
it  cannot  possibly  pass,  and  the 
English  and  Scotch  votes ;  may  bear 
down  the  Irish  votes,  but  it  never 
can  be  received  in  Ireland,  because 
the  transference  of  power  is  not  suffi- 
cient, and,  on  the  other  hand,  the  cost 
of  the  new  system  will  be  greater  than 
that  of  the  present  system.  The  Grand 
Jury  system  is  about  the  worst 
you  can  have,  but,  on  the  whole,  it 
is  economical.  They  give  appointments 
to  their  own  friends  ;  but  so  would  the 
new  County  Councils.  You  will  have, 
however,  the  cost  of  holding  these 
elections,  and  the  Councils  will  be  more 
inclined  to  spend  money  in  different 
districts  in  order  to  provide  work.  The 
transference  of  the  sanitarv  business 
will  also  lead  to  expense.  Under  the 
Guardians  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
and  the  Sanitary  Officer  held  dual  ap- 
pointments, and  were  consequently  less 
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expensive,  as  they  were  paid  less  for 
each  post  than  if  they  held  only  one.  I 
think  the  people  would  like  County 
Councils  in  Ireland ;  but  they  would 
like  them  to  have  a  certain  amount  of 
power.  They  know  they  will  not  get 
better  roads  and  bridges,  and  it  is  not 
sufficient  attraction  that  future  appoint- 
ments of  officials  will  be  in  their  hands 
instead  of  in  the  hands  of  the  Grand  Jurv. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  so  filled 
the  Bill  with  checks  and  safeguards 
that  he  has  left  no  power  to  County 
Councils ;  the  only  power  he  has  left 
them  is  power  over  the  roads  and 
bridges.  The  Bill  brought  in  for  land 
purchase  in  Ireland  last  year  was 
also  surrounded  with  checks  and  safe- 
guards, and  it  has  proved  a  failure. 
Under  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
measure  really  no  transfer  of  power 
takes  place.  It  will,  at  the  same  time, 
be  more  expensive,  and  I  believe  the 
people  of  Ireland  will  be  united  in  the 
determination  to  wait  for  something 
better.  I  should  be  glad  to  adopt  County 
Councils.  I  think  County  Councils  must 
come.  I  brought  in  a  Bill  15  or  16 
years  ago  exactly  on  the  same  principle, 
and  I  am  glad  to  see  that  the  principle  is 
now  acknowledged.  When  I  heard 
the  proposal  to  give  to  two  Judges 
the  power  to  try  County  Councils  I 
gave  up  the  Bill  altogether.  The  in- 
troduction of  it  is  too  utterly  absurd, 
and  cannot  be  listened  to.  I  could  not 
attempt  to  discuss  the  Bill  from  that 
point  of  view.  If  it  is  printed  in  the 
Bill  it  will  be  struck  out  at  the  earliest 
possible  moment.  I  do  not  think  the 
Bill  will  be  accepted  in  Ireland,  for  it 
will  not  be  an  economic  measure,  and, 
therefore,  I  believe  the  best  thing  we 
can  do  is  to  put  it  off ;  for  it  will  not 
pass  this  Session  until  we  get  a  Home 
Rule  Parliament,  which  will  delegate 
certain  portions  of  its  powers  to  the 
County  Councils. 

(11.5.)  Mr.  R.  CUNINGHAME 
GRAHAM  (Lanark,  N.W.) :  The  thing 
struck  me  with  surprise  during  the 
lecture  of  the  right  hon.  Member  for 
Liskeard,  upon  his  favourite  hobby  of 
proportional  representation,  that  he 
had  not  provided  himself  with  a  black 
board  and  a  letter  chalk.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  has  ridden  his  hobby 

Colonel  Nolan 


to  such  a  length  that  I  am  inclined  to 

say  it  is  just  now  almost  broken-winded. 

As  to  that  portion  of  it  in  which  the  right 

hon.  Gentleman  referred  to  the  visit  to 

Donegal,    I   can    only    conclude    that 

the  Member  for  Bodmin    must    have 

fallen    in    amongst     some    of    Cook's 

tourists.  A  most  remarkable  illustra- 
tion was  his  reference  to  the  Australian 
Colonies.  Of  course,  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  does  not  wish  to  compare 
the  Irish  to  the  Sandwich  Islanders 
and  the  Chinese ;  but  I  think  the 
illustration  was  singularly  infelicitous. 
I  listened  very  carefully  to  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  when  he  was  in- 
troducing this  measure.  I  hope, 
chiefly  from  the  position  I  occupy,  and 
from  the  fact  that  I  am  divorced  from 
either  Party  in  this  House,  that  we 
shall  see  a  more  democratic  cast  ol 
Bill  introduced.  I  listened  very  care- 
fully for  anything  that  might  seem  like 
a  ray  of  hope ;  and  although  I  belong  U 
those  who  give  more  attention  and  con 
sideration  to  English  than  to  Irisl 
problems,  I  must  say  the  Bill  is  « 
defective  that  you  have  turned  me  int< 
as  strong  and  severe  an  opponent  of  it  a* 
are  the  Irish  Members  themselves.  1 
can  imagine  the  feelings  of  the  righl 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  New 
castle-on-Tyne  when  he  was  apostro 
phised  by  the  right  hon.  Gentlemar 
the  Member  for  West  Birminghan 
upon  democratic  principles.  He  is,  we 
know,  opposed  to  every  democrats 
measure,  is  an  advocate  of  nationalisa 
tion,  a  strong  advocate  of  Monarchy 
and  for  Royal  grants,  and  will  be,  unti 
pressure  is  introduced  in  Newcastle-on 
Tyne  to  change  his  opinions.  I  car 
imagine  his  feelings  when  the  expres- 
sions of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  West  Birmingham  came 
home  to  him.  It  has  been  said  thai 
by  the  establishing  of  these  Count] 
Councils  you  would  gradually  do  awaj 
with  class  hatred,  and  soften  down  the 
lines  of  demarcation  between  the  classef 
in  the  country.  I  believe  that  the 
introduction  of  these  elective  repre- 
sentatives of  the  different  classes 
in  tins  country  will  do  more  to  increase 
class  hatreds,  and  I  would  ask  in  which 
of  the  County  Councils  in  England  have 
these  class  hatreds  been  allayed?  Onlj 
through  class  warfare  are  real  reform* 
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accomplished,  and  I  say  that  prophecy 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  in  this 
regard  is  as  illusory  as  the  hopes  he 
raises  in  reference  to  proportional  repre- 
sentation. If  by  means  of  these  County 
Councils  class  hatreds  would  be  modified 
in  Ireland,  surely  the  same  argument 
would  apply  much  more  strongly  to  a 
Home  Rule  Parliament.  I  am  not  here 
for  the  purpose  of  moderating  class 
hatred,  but  rather  for  the  sake 
of  exciting  it.  It  seems  likely  that 
not  only  in  Ireland,  but  in  England 
and  Scotland,  this  Bill  will  communi- 
cate a  good  deal  more  passion  than  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  appears  to 
have  anticipated.  Though  I  look  with 
considerable  distrust  upon  the  case 
coming  from  the  Front  Opposition 
Benches,  still,  after  what  I  have  heard 
from  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury, 
and  after  having  tried  to  discover  any 
democratic  feeling  whatever,  or  any 
concession  to  the  rising  democratic 
feeling  in  the  country,  I  am  bound  to 
assure  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that, 
so  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I  will  also 
have  to  offer  my  hearty  opposition  to 
this  measure. 

(11.17.)  Mr.  WILLIAM  RED- 
MOND (Fermanagh,  N.):  I  believe 
that  the  measure  now  before  the  House 
and  offered  by  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  to  Ireland  will  be  regarded  by 
the  vast  majority  of  the  Irish  people  as 
about  the  most  studied  insult  of  all  the 
long  insults  that  have  been  levelled  at 
our  people,  and  which  have  dis- 
tinguished the  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
tenure  of  office  since  he  unfor- 
tunately became  connected  with  the 
affairs  of  our  country.  The  Bill 
of  the  First  Lord  may  be  regarded 
as  a  sort  of  death  -  bed  repent- 
wee  on  the  part  of  the  Government. 
For  the  last  six  years  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  and  his  friends  have  been 
engaged  in  coercing,  insulting,  and 
trampling  upon  the  Irish  people  in 
every  possible  direction ;  and  now  when 
they  know  that  they  are  at  the  end  of 
their  term  of  office,  and  when  they 
know  that  they  must  appeal  to  the 
country,  they  make  a  futile  attempt  to 
change  their  policy,  because  they  are 
afraid  to  go  and  appeal  to  the  electors 
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of  Great  Britain  upon  a  policy  of 
coercion  only  for  the  people  of  Ireland. 
I  am  bound  to  say  that  if  the  Govern- 
ment now  in  power,  or  any  other 
Government,  had  offered  a  legitimate 
and  genuine  measure  of  Local  Govern- 
ment for  Ireland,  I  would  not  have 
seen  any  reason  why  that  measure 
should  not  have  been  accepted  for  the 
purpose  of  strengthening  the  demand 
of  the  Irish  people  for  a  native  Legis- 
lature. But  the  measure  offered  by 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  and  his 
friends  is  not  on  the  same  lines  as  the 
measure  given  to  Scotland  and  England ; 
and  I  say  it  is  absolutely  insulting  to 
the  Irish  people  to  ask  them  to  accept 
even  in  a  matter  of  Local  Government 
something  less  than  you  have  given  to 
the  Scotch  and  English  people.  If  you 
are  not  able  to  trust  the  Irish  people 
to  conduct  themselves  as  a  civilised 
people,  why  do  you  go  through  the 
mockery  of  giving  Local  Government, 
pretending  to  give  them  Local  Govern- 
ment at  all?  I  say  it  is  an  absurd 
thing  to  endeavour  to  coerce  the 
people  with  one  hand  and  to  give  them 
Local  Government  with  the  other.  If 
they  are  entitled  to  Local  Government 
they  ought  not  to  be  coerced  ;  and  if 
you  are  going  to  coerce  them  it  is 
simply  a  piece  of  absurd  inconsistency 
to  imagine  you  can  do  any  good  by 
giving  Local  Government  to  them. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  spoke  of  safe- 
guards which  he  proposed  to  introduce 
in  the  Bill  for  the  purpose  of  protecting 
minorities  in  Ireland.  I  say  it  is  an 
unreasonable  thing  to  suppose  for  a 
moment  that  there  is  any  disposition  on 
the  part  of  the  majority  of  the  Irish 
people  to  oppress  the  minority  of  their 
fellow-countrymen.  I  say  there  is  no 
ground  whatever  for  any  such  assump- 
tion. In  this  House  Catholic  constitu- 
encies have  got  Protestant  Representa- 
tives, and  Protestant  constituencies  have 
got  Catholic  Eepresentatives ;  and  I  say 
that  if  County  Councils  were  set  up  in 
Ireland  in  all  cases  where  there  was  a 
Protestant,  or  what  is  called  a  loyalist, 
minority  they  would  have  a  full  and 
fair  representation,  such  as  their  num- 
bers entitled  them  to  have  ;  and,  there- 
fore, the  safeguards  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  are  absurd  in  the  very  last 
degree.  With  regard  to  the  proposal  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  give  the 
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Judges  the  power  of   controlling  the 
County  Councils,  I  can  only  say  that 
it  is  on  a  par  with  all  the  other  pro- 
posals of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman   in 
connection    with    Ireland.      My   own 
personal  opinion  is  that  if  the  provision 
with  regard  to  the  Judges  in  this  Bill 
becomes  law  that  you  will  find  it  ex- 
tremely difficult  to  get  even  as  many  as 
half-a-dozen    men  in  Ireland    willing 
to  become    County  Councillors,  hold- 
ing   themselves    liable    to    be  put  in 
the  dock  at  any  moment,  and  put  in 
prison  by  partisan  Judges   appointed 
by  Dublin    Castle.       The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  never  yet  taken   my 
advice ;    but  if  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man will    take    my    advice    on    this 
occasion,  he  will  find  that  my  advice 
will  save  him  a  very  great  deal  of  use- 
less trouble  and  labour.     My  advice  to 
him  is  not  to  have  this  Bill  printed  at 
all,  not  to  go  a  single  step  further  with 
it ;  but  if  he  has  it  in  manuscript  to  send 
for  the  very  largest  waste  paper  basket 
in  the  House,  and  have  it  deposited 
there  and  sent  away,  and  let  us  hear 
nothing  more  about  it.     If  the  right 
hon.      Gentleman      perseveres      with 
this    Bill  he  will  find  the    strongest 
possible   opposition    from    every    sec- 
tion    of    the     Irish    Representatives. 
Out  of  103  Members  representing  Ire- 
land, can  he  count   half-a-dozen  who 
are  cordially  in  favour  of  this  Bill  ?    It 
is  a  notorious  fact  in  Ireland  that  the 
Conservatives  in  Ireland  have  no  desire 
whatever  for  this  Bill.     I,  for  my  part, 
do  not  believe  that  any  measure  of  Local 
Government,    whether    this   measure, 
which  is  a  sham,  or  any  other  measure  of 
Local  Government,  will  have  the  effect 
anticipated  apparently  in  some  quar- 
ters of  quieting  and  settling  the  Irish 
people  down.     I  do  not  see  any  use  in 
disguising  the  fact.     My  opinion  is — 
and  I  believe  it  is  the  opinion  of  many 
Members  of  this  House,  I  know  it  is 
the  opinion  of  Members  from  Ireland — 
that  if  you  do  set  up  County  Councils 
in  Ireland  with  the  view  of  satisfying 
the  Irish  people  you  will  very  soon  find 
out    that  we  will  use  these    County 
Councils  for  the  purpose  of  strengthen- 
ing our  political  position,  and  for  the 
purpose  of  gaining  increased  political 
power    to    press     forward    our     de- 
mand    for    national    self-government. 
We  do  not    want   any    mockeries    or 
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any  shams,  either  local  or  National,  in 
Ireland ;   and  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man would  be  well  advised,  as  I  said 
before,  if  he  dropped  the  Bill  at  once. 
He  would  save  the  House  a  great  deal 
of  trouble,  and  himself  and  his  Govern- 
ment a  great  deal  of  humiliation,  which 
undoubtedly  will  overtake  them  if  he 
presses  this  measure  forward  against 
the    will   of    the    people    of    Ireland. 
With  regard  to  the  North  of  Ireland,  I 
do  not  believe  there  is  any  particular 
desire,  even  among  the  Conservatives 
of  the  North  of  Ireland,  for  a  Bill  of 
this  kind.     The  constituency  which  I 
represent    at  the   present    time  is  a 
constituency  in  which  there  are  very 
many  thousands    of   voters  who  are 
Conservative    and  Protestant ;  and  I 
believe  that  even  these  voters  have  put 
forward  no  demand  for  a  Bill  of  this 
kind,  and  they  do  not  desire  the  Go- 
vernment to  go  on  with  this  measure ; 
and,  under  these  circumstances,  I  think 
the  right  hon.   Gentleman  the  Erst 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  ought  really  to 
say  whether  the    Government  having 
made  a  mistake  will  re-consider  their 
position.   Unless  we  get  some  assurance 
to-night  that  this  Bill  will  be  dropped, 
unless  we  get  some  more  satisfactory 
statement  than  that  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman   the    First    Lord     of  the 
Treasury,  this  Debate  will  go  on  until  to- 
morrow, and  possibly  until  next  week* 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the   First 
Lord  has  spoken  twice  on  this  subject; 
but  it  is  not  too  much  to  appeal  to  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  to  say  whether  the 
Government     now,     after     to-night's 
Debate,    are    in    exactly    the    same 
position  with  regard  to  this  measuic 
as  they  were  when   the    First   Lord 
introduced  it  this  afternoon.    If  the 
right  hon.    Gentleman    the    Attorney 
General  for  Ireland  has  not  spoken,  I 
think  I  may  appeal  to  him  with  con- 
fidence to  say  whether  I  am  not  right 
in  declaring  that  there    is    really  n° 
desire  in  Ireland    for  this  Bill.    He 
knows  perfectly  well  that  I  am  within 
the  truth  in  saying  there  is  no  demand 
for    it    amongst    the    Nationalists  of 
Ireland ;  and  if  that  be  so,  if  Ireland 
rejects  and  repudiates  the  Bill,  surely 
it  is  not  unreasonable  to  ask  that  you 
should   drop   the  measure,    or    tW 
if  you  persist  in  going  on  with  it  you 
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leclare  to-night,  before  the 
368  any  further,  whether  you 
>  modify  it  in  any  degree  or 
ink  it  would  facilitate  matters 
hi  hon.  Gentleman  the  First 
jtinctly  stated  what  is  his 
t  regard  to  the  large  body  of 
voters.  I  certainly  under- 
n  to  say  that  the  illiterate 
>uld  be  excluded  from  voting 
bers  of  the  County  Council, 
not  be  assumed  that  a  man 
ommon  sense  and  intelligence 
le  happens  to  be  unable  to 
ivrite.  In  our  country,  as  in 
ries,  there  are  large  numbers 
who  are  illiterate  and  yet  are 
ible  of  exercising  the  franchise, 
3  much  entitled  to  exercise  the 
as  the  hon.  Member  for  South 
:>r  any  of  the  distinguished 
n  whom  I  see  opposite.  I  do 
the  hon.  Member  (Mr.  John- 
jerious  in  wishing  to  exclude 
voters,  for  many  of  his  friends 
rth  would  be  excluded. 

3HNSTON  (Belfast,  S.) :  If 
Member  will  pardon  me  for 
ng  him,  what  I  complain  of  is, 
should  be  some  who  say  they 
ate  and  yet  can   read   and 

BEDMOND  :  I,  for  one,  am 
jposed    to    the  exclusion  of 
voters,   for    I    say  some  of 
intelligent  people  are  illite- 
the    simple   reason   that  in 
your  Government  made  the 
of  our  poorer  classes  almost 
ibility.     I  do  not  know  any- 
•e  irritating  to  an  Irishman 
ear  sneers  and  jeers  at  the 
le  for  being  illiterate,  know- 
do,  that  illiteracy  is  simply 
difficulties  put  in  the  way  of 
the  people,  though  education 
carried  on  in  spite  of  these 
ifficulties.     I  am  opposed  to 
t  of  this  Bill.      I  think  we 
ave  a  clear  statement  from  a 
>f  the  Government   whether 
3  we  have  had  this  evening 

'  way  altered  their  intentions 
io  the  Bill.  It  concerns  us 
)    know    this,     for    if    the 


Government  intend  going  on  with 
the  Bill  as  it  is  we  shall  have  to 
make  arrangements  for  offering  every 
opposition  to  it.  Let  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  tell  us  if  the  Govern- 
ment really  intend  to  proceed  with  the 
Bill,  and  if  so,  when  he  proposes  to 
take  the  Second  Beading.  Let  him 
tell  us  if  the  Government  have  any 
disposition  to  make  modifications  in  the 
proposals.  The  Attorney-General  for 
Ireland  has  not  addressed  the  House 
yet ;  let  him,  if  he  can,  contradict  me 
when  I  say  that  among  the  Con- 
servatives in  Ireland  there  is  no  desire 
for  this  Bill,  while  it  is  repudiated  by 
the  Nationalists.  Will  it,  then,  be 
pressed  forward?  Unless  we  have 
some  intimation  of  what  the  Govern- 
ment propose  to  do,  this  Debate  will 
probably  be  continued  into  next 
week. 

(11.45.)  Motion  agreed  to. 

Bill  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr. 
Balfour,  Mr.  Jackson,  Mr.  Bitchie,  and 
Mr.  Attorney-General  for  Ireland. 

Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time* 
[Bill  174.] 

Mr.  SEXTON  (Belfast,  W.) :  Will 
the  right  hon.  Gentlemen  say  wnen  the 
Bill  will  be  circulated  ? 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUB :  I  hope  early 
next  week. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 


MILBANK  PRISON  BILL— (No.  140.) 
SECOND   READING. 

Order  for  Second  Beading  read. 

(11.48.)  The  SECBETABY  to  the 
TBEASUBY  (Sir  John  Gorst,  Chat- 
ham) :  I  do  not  think  there  will  be  any 
opposition  to  this  Bill,  the  object  of 
which  is  to  vest  the  site  of  Millbank 
Prison  in  the  Commissioners  of  Works. 
Millbank  Prison  was  built  in  the  last 
century,  and  the  land  has  been  held  by 
the  Crown  for  the  purposes  of  a  prison, 
and  now  that  it  has  been  determined 
that  the  prison  is  no  longer  required, 
the  Crown  has  no  power  to  part 
with  it  without  the  authority  of  Parlia- 
ment.   As  all  other  Crown  lands  are 
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under  the  control  of  the  Commissi  on  era 
of  WorkB,  we  proceed  by  the  simple 
expedient  of  vesting  this  also  in  the 
Commissioners,  The  Bill  is  a  very 
short  one,  and  needs,  I  think,  no  further 
explanation.  Under  the  "  Housing  of 
the  Working  Classes  Act,  1885,"  it  is 
provided  that  such  sites  may  be  sold  to 
the  Metropolitan  Board  of  Works — 
the  then  authority  in  such  matters — for 
the  housing  of  the  working  classes. 
That  provision  is  still  unrepealed,  and 
therefore  the  Crown  is  still  under  the 
moral  obligation  to  let  the  County 
Council  have  the  refusal  of  the  site  at 
a  fair  market  price. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
*'  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time." — (Sir  John  Gorst.) 

(11.53.)  Ms.  J.  EOWLANDS  (Fins- 
bury,  E.) :  I  am  not  going  to  oppose 
the  Second  Beading  of  this  Bill,  but  as 
it  will  be  in  the  recollection  of  the 
House  that  I  took  an  active  part  in 
opposition  to  a  proposal  for  dealing  with 
another  prison  site,  I  should  like  it  to 
be  clearly  understood  that  in  talking  of 
a  fair  market  price  to  be  given  for  the 
land  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  houses 
for  the  working  classes,  there  is  no  idea 
of  proceeding  in  the  manner  adopted 
with  the  Coldbath  Prison  site — the 
ridiculous  plan  of  asking  so  much  per 
prison  cell  for  the  site  now  used  for 
Post  Office  purposes.  I  shall  be  glad  to 
know  that  nothing  of  the  kind  will 
prevent  the  land  being  used  for  housing 
the  working  olasses. 

(11.54.)  Bra  JOHN  GORST:  This 
Bill,  if  passed  into  law,  will  not 
in  any  way  hamper  the  Government 
in  offering  the  site  to  the  County 
Counoil.  The  land  will  be  sold 
in  the  ordinary  way  at  so  much 
per  aore,  the  only  provision  is  for  a  fair 
market  price  by  which  it  is  intended 
that  the  country  in  general  should  not 
be  made  to  pay  for  improvements  in  the 
Metropolis.  The  taxpayers  of  the 
whole  of  the  United  Kingdom  have  an 
interest  in  this,  and  hence  it  is  that 
the  County  Council  of  London,  should 
the  Counoil  desire  to  acquire  the  land, 
must  do  so  at  a  fair  market  price. 
Sir  John  Qorst 


COMMONS)  Societies,  dc.  £tfi.  8M 
(11.55.)  Mb.  W.  REDMOND  (Fer- 
managh, N.) :  I  do  not  know  whether 
the  Government  are  anxious  to  have 
the  Bill  passed  to-night,  but  if  there  is 
no  hurry,  I  think  it  would  not  be  un- 
reasonable to  ask  that  it  should  be 
postponed  until  it  can  be  taken  at  an 
earlier  hour  than  this. 


Mr.  R.  G.  WEBSTER  (St.  Pancras, 
E.) :  The  site  at  the  present  time  is 
entirely  unused.  The  Bill  may  be  for 
the  benefit  of  the  working  classes  of 
London,  and  I  must  say  I  think  it  ill 
becomes  an  Irish  Member  to  offer 
opposition  to  it. 

(11.56.)  Mr.  CAUSTON  (Sonth- 
wark,  W.) :  I  would  appeal  to  the  hoD. 
Member  to  allow  the  Second  Reading  of 
the  Bill  now,  in  order  that  the  County 
Council  may  have  the  matter  to  deal 
with  without  delay. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  com- 
mitted for  Monday. 

INDUSTRIAL  AND  PROVIDENT  SOCffi 
TIES  (LEASEHOLD  ENFRANCHISE 
MENT)  BILL.— (No.  114.) 

SECOND   READING. 

Order  for  Second  Reading  road. 

(11.57.)  Mr.  SEALE  -  HAYNI 
(Devon,  Ashburton)  :  It  is  obviou 
that  at  this  late  hour  I  cannot  go  into  i 
full  explanation  of  the  provisions  o 
this  Bill.  It  is  a  Bill  in  which  Indus 
trial  and  Co-operative  Societies  tab 
the  greatest  possible  interest,  and  it  i 
founded  on  the  unanimous  reoommen 
dation  of  the  Town  Holdings  Com 
mittee.  It  proposes  to  give  power  fo 
the  enfranchisement  of  leaseholders  fa 
accordance  with  the  Report  of  thi 
Committee,  and  I  sincerely  trust  tha 
inasmuch  as  the  Bill  is  supported  b- 
hon.  Members  on  both  sides  of  tb 
House,  and  arouses  no  party  question 
the  House  will  now  permit  the  Bill  t< 
be  read  a  second  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  pro 
posed,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  t 
second  time." — (Mr.  Seale-Hayne.) 

(11.59.)  Mr.  AMBROSE  (Middlesex 
Harrow) :  The  BiU,  Hie  Second  Bead 
ing  of  which  the  hon.  and  learned  Gen 
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tleman  has  just  proposed,  involves  a 
Tory  important  principle.  The  question 
of  giving  to  industrial  and  provident 
societies  facilities  for  acquiring  thf 
property  they  hold,  or  lease,  is  one.' 
thing,  and  I  am  quite  prepared  to  do 
inything  to  assist  the  development  of 
these  societies,  provided  always — — 

It  being  Midnight,  the  Debate  stood 

adjourned. 

Debate  to  be  resumed  upon  Tuesday 


SALMON  FISHERIES  (IRELAND)  ACTS 
AMENDMENT  BILL.-(No.  112.) 

SECOND  READING. 

Order  for  Second  Beading  read. 
(HO.)  Mb.  MACARTNEY  (Antrim, 
&):  This  Bill  passed  a  Second  Beading 
unanimously   last  year,   though  after. 
Wrds  its  progress  was  interrupted  by 
hon.  Members    who  represented    the 
views  of  some  owners  of  Irish  fisheries 
who  believed     their     interests    were 
threatened.  I  have  communicated  with 
my  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  St. 
Helen's  (Mr.  Seton-Karr),  and  he  on  the 
part  of  fishery   owners  has  consented 
to  the  Second  Reading,  provided  that 
the  Bill  is  afterwards  referred  to  a 
Select    Committee.     I  hope  the  right 
hon.   Gentleman  the   Chief  Secretary 
for  Ireland  will  consent  to  this  course 
being  adopted.     The  questions  which 
are  raised  are  somewhat  technical  and 
important  enough  to  have  the  considera- 
tion of  a  Committee  upstairs  when  the 
owners  of  fisheries  claim   they  have  a 
light  to  have  their  case  heard.     I  be- 
lieve the  objections  they  urge  are  of 
■Boh  a  technical  nature  that  they  could 
not,  with  advantage,  be  debated  in  the 
Home.     It  ia  morally  certain  that  De- 
bate would   simpiy  take  the    form  of 
■tatementa  on  one  side  and  contradic- 
tion on  the  other.     I  think  a  Select 
Committee,  with  evidence  before  them, 
will  arrive  at  a  just  and  fair  conclusion 
on  a  matter  of  considerable  importance 
both  to  the  fishery  owners  and  the 
milling  industries  throughout  Ireland. 
Kill-owners,  have  substantial  reasons 


for  complaint,  and  the  first  clause  is 
designed  to  remedy  a  grievance  im- 
posed by  the  Act  of  1879.  When  that 
Act  was  passed  it  was  said  that  the  only 
object  was  to  transfer  jurisdiction  from 
the  Commissioners  of  Fisheries  ;  but  be- 
yond that  the  Act  takes  away  from 
mill-owners  in  Ireland  a  protection 
mill-owners  in  this  country  enjoy. 
This  is  one  of  tho  grievances  the 
Bill  i3  intended  to  remove,  and 
which  mill-owners  are  prepared  to 
submit  with  the  claims  of  the  fishery 
owners  to  the  judgment  of  a  Select 
Committee.  The  remaining  clauses  of 
the  Bill  are  taken  from  the  English 
Salmon  Fisheries  Act,  and  simply  con- 
fer on  mill-owners  in  Ireland  the  same 
protection  mill-owners  in  England 
enjoy.  If  it  can  be  proved  in  evidence 
before  the  Committee  that  this  pro- 
tection is  excessive,  then  those  I  repre- 
sent are  quite  ready  to  abide  by  the 
decision.  I  have  said  this  matter  is  of 
great  importance  to  the  milling  in- 
dustries in  Ireland.  There  is  in  Antrim 
one  tributary  of  the  Bann  upon  which 
there  are  no  less  than  25  mills,  all 
affected  by  the  action  of  the  Con- 
servators of  Fisheries  on  the  Bann.  I 
trust  the  House  will,  on  the  under- 
standing that  it  shall  be  sent  to  a 
Select  Committee,  give  the  Bill  a 
Second  Reading. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
posed, "That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a 
second  time." — (Mr.  Macarbicy.) 

(12.5.)  Mb.  SETON-KARB  (St. 
Helen's) :  Last  Session  I  was  one  of  those 
who  were  successful  in  the  attempt  to 
prevent  the  passing  of  the  Bill  in  the 
small  hours  of  the  morning ;  and  I  may 
say  now  that  I  am  entirely  at  issue 
with  my  hon.  Friend  on  all  the  facts 
and  the  merits  of  the  Bill.  I  represent 
a  strong  opposition  to  the  Bill,  not 
only  in  Lancashire,  but  in  the  West  of 
Ireland,  from  fishing  interests  there. 
I  have  had  a  consultation  with  my 
lion.  Friend,  and  those  whom  I 
represent  desire  that  the  facts 
upon  which  we  are  at  issue  with 
the  promoters  of  the  Bill  should 
be  most  carefully  examined  before 
&  Select  Committee.   I  quite  agree  that 
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the  issue  being  upon  facts,  a  Select 
Committee  is    the  best    tribunal    for 

threshing  out  the  merits  of  the  Bill. 

We  are,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  prepared  to 

show  that  the  Bill  is  not  required  to 

meet  the  justice  of  the  case,  and  I  trust 

the  Government  may  see  their  way  to 

consent  to  the    appointment    of    the 

Committee,  and  perhaps  I  may  be  per- 
mitted to  say  at  this  stage  that  in  the 
composition  of  the  Committee  the 
Unionist  Party  should  not  be  too 
strongly  represented .  We  are  prepared 
to  prove  that  evidence  of  the  Inspectors 
of  Fisheries  is  entirely  against  the  Bill 
in  its  present  form,  and  I  trust  that 
the  Second  Beading  if  taken  will  be 
only  on  the  understanding  that  the 
Bill  shall  go  before  a  Select  Com- 
mittee. 

(12.8.)  The  CHIEF  SECRETABY 
for  IRELAND  (Mr.  Jackson,  Leeds, 
N.) :  I  am  bound  to  say  I  have  made 
inquiries  from  the  Inspectors  of  Fisheries 
and  it  is  right  to  say  that  they  see 
great  objections  to  the  Bill  as  it  stands 
at  present.  They  inform  me  that  a 
question  arising  as  to  one  river  is  the 
oause  of  the  Bill.  (Mr.  McCarthy  :  No, 
no.)  I  should  be  sorry  to  assist  in 
passing  a  Bill  which  would  do  any- 
thing to  diminish  the  value  of  salmon 
fishing  in  Ireland,  upon  which  great 
expenditure  has  been  incurred  in  the 
past.  At  the  same  time  I  quite  under- 
stand it  is  possible  there  may  be  cases 
in  the  North  of  Ireland  where  manu- 
facturing interests,  also  important,  re- 
quire that  arrangements  should  be 
made,  which,  while  preserving  the 
salmon  fishing,  and  providing  that  it 
shall  be  in  no  way  injured,  may  secure  to 
mill-owners  those  rights  of  water 
which  are  so  valuable  to  their  industry. 
I  feel  constrained  to  offer  no  op- 
position to  the  Second  Reading  now, 
on  the  distinct  understanding  that  the 
inquiry  before  a  Select  Committee  shall 
be  very  complete,  and  where  it  will  be 
the  duty  of  Inspectors  of  Fisheries  to 
state  their  case. 


{COMMONS}      (Ireland)  Acts,  Ac.  Bill. 

Select   Committee,  but  the  terms 
reference  have  not  been  put  down. 
is  a  mere  reference  without  a  sti 
ment  as  to  sending  for  persons,  pap 


and  records. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  :  That  follows  ? 
the  Motion  for  the  nomination  of 
Committee. 

(12.11.)  Mr.  M.  KENNY  (Tyn 
Mid) :  Before  we  ^ubmit  this  i 
chievous  and  uncalled  for  Bill  t 
Select  Committee,  it  is  well  we  sh< 
know  how  this  Committee  is  < 
stituted.  A  fair  arrangement  sh< 
be  made  for  the  nominations.  I  tl 
it  is  premature  to  take  the  Sec 
-Reading  to-night,  and  I  would  ad 
the  hon.  Member  in  charge  of  the 
to  first  look  about  and  see  what  arra 
ments  he  can  make  through  the  W 
of  the  respective  Parties.  Unless 
is  done,  I  must  object  to  prog 
being  made  with  the  Bill.  I  do 
intend  to  discuss  the  merits  of  the 
at  this  hour,  but  I  am  convinced  thi 
proposals  are  most  mischievous  I 
many  points  of  view.  It  will  reall 
of  no  benefit  to  mill-owners,  sodd 
whom  are  most  anxious  for  the 
indeed,  it  will  do  some  of  them  i 
injury  than  good.  I  shall,  so  fi 
I  can,  oppose    the    Bill    throng) 

(12.14.)   Colonel  NOLAN  (Gal 

N.) :  I  must  protest  against  a  perni 
habit  which  is  growing  up  of  movi 
Second  Reading  of  a  Bill,  and  si 
who  supports  and  who  opposes 
nothing  upon  the  merits  of  the 
itself.  Now,  I  have  rapidly 
through  the  Bill,  and  I  can  tel 
House  more  about  it  than  the 
Member  has  told  us  in  moving 
Second  Reading.  It  provides 
gratings  being  fixed  to  prevent  sf 
being  drawn  up  by  mill  whe< 
should  think  a  proper  provision- 
it  controls  the  action  of  conser 
in  stopping  up  streams  for  the  b 
of  the  salmon.  Now,  the  conser 
of  rivers  in  Ireland  are  a  ridi< 


(12.11.)    Mb.  M.  HEALY  (Cork):    body.     Anybody    who    pays    1 
It  is  proposed  to  refer  the  Bill  to  a  I  £2  can  be   a   conservator,  and 
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to  anything  unless  there  is  an 
appointment  to  be  made.  A  few 
Boards  of  Conservators  are  better ;  but, 
generally  speaking,  you  might,  in  half 
an  hour,  collect  in  the  Strand  a  body 
of  men  who  would  do  the  work  as  well 
as  these  conservators.  I  think  the 
hon.  Member  might  have  given  us 
some  explanation  of  his  Bill ;  but, 
however,  if  it  is  sent  to  a  Select  Com- 
mittee probably  some  good  will  result. 

(12.16.)    Dr.    TANNER  (Cork  Co., 

Mid.):   I  sympathise  with    my    hon. 

and   gallant    Friend    in    the    desire 

to  know   something    of    a    Bill   we 

we  asked    to    read  a    second   time; 

bat  it    should     be     said    that     last 

Session  we  did  have  a  full  exposition  of 
the  provisions  of  the  Bill  from  the  hon. 
Member  opposite.  But  I  rise  to  make 
an  appeal  to  my  hon.  Friend  (Mr. 
Kenny)  to  allow  the  Bill  to  go  forward* 
I  have  received  a  number  of  represen- 
tations which  induces  me  to  think 
there  is  every  reason  why  the  Bill 
should  be  threshed  out  before  a  Com- 
mittee. If  I  have  any  influence  with 
my  hon.  Friend  I  would  appeal  to  him 
to  allow  the  Bill  to  be  read  a  second 
time. 

Mb.  M.  KENNY :  I  object. 

(12.17.)  Mb.  MACABTNEY  (An- 
trim, S.) :  Perhaps  I  may  be  allowed 
to  explain  that  I  have  followed  the 

ordinary  course,  and  I  am  quite  ready 
to  adopt  the  usual  course  for  securing 
%  the  Committee  the  representation 
of  all  sections  in  the  House. 

(12.17.)  Mb.  COURTNEY  (Corn- 
Wall,  Bodmin) :  I  may  explain  to  the 
hoa.  Member  that  it  is  impossible  to 
nominate  a  Committee  until  a  Bill  is 
read  a  second  time.  If  the  Second 
Beading  is  taken  now,  the  hon. 
Member  will  be  equally  master  of  the 
situation,  because  the  Motion  for  the 
appointment  of  Members  of  the  Com- 
mittee if  opposed  cannot  come  on  after 
midnight. 

Mb.  M.  KENNY :  Under  the  circum- 
tances  I  withdraw  my  objection. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  com- 
litted  to  a  Select  Committee. 


MUNICIPAL     FRANCHISE    (IRELAND) 
BILL. -(No.  34.) 
Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 
Clause  1. 

Committee  report  Progress ;  to  sit 
again  to-morrow. 

LABOURERS.(IRELAND)  BILL.-(No.  39.) 

Adjourned  Debate  on  Second  Bead- 
ing [17th  February]  further  adjourned 
till  to-morrow. 

CONVEYANCING    AND   LAW   OP  PRO- 
PERTY     ACT     (1881)     AMENDMENT 
BILL.— (No.  110.) 
Bead  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

PLACE8  OF  WORSHIP  (SITES)  BILL. 

(No.  136.) 

Second  Beading  deferred  from  Tues- 
day next  till  Friday  11th  March. 

MOTIONS. 


LIMITED   PARTNERSHIPS   BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Rathbone,  Bill  to  estab- 
lish Limited  Partnerships,  ordered  to  be 
brought  in  by  Mr.  Rathbone,  Sir  Horace  Davey, 
Sir  Albert  Rollit,  Mr.  Cozens-Hardy,  Mr. 
Courtney,  Mr.  Alexander  Brown,  Mr.  Lewis 
Fry,  Sir  William  Houldsworth,  Mr.  Whitbread, 
and  Mr.  Bryce. 

Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [Bill  175.] 

women's  disabilities  removal  bill. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Haldane,  Bill  to  remove 
the  disabilities  of  Women,  ordered  to  be 
brought  in  by  Mr.  Haldane,  Sir  Edward  Grey, 
and  Mr.  Thomas  Ellis. 

Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [Bill  176.] 

SMALL   HOLDINGS    (SCOTLAND)    BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Haldane,  Bill  to  facilitate 
the  creation  of  Small  Holdings  and  Allotments 
in  Scotland,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr. 
Haldane,  Mr.  Asquith,  Mr.  Esslemont,  Mr. 
Robert  Reid,  and  Mr.  Munro  Ferguson. 

Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [Bill  177.] 

LEASEHOLDERS     (PURCHASE    OF    FEE 
SIMPLE)    BILL. 

Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [Bill  177,] 
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PARCEL   POST    (UNITED   STATES  OF  in  the  construction,  repair,  an< 

AMERICA  AND  GREAT  BRITAIN).  tenance  of  Lighthouses  in  Briti 

Eeturn  presented,— relative   thereto  sessions  Abroad  during  the  year 

[ordered  11th  February  ;  Mr.  Henniker  [by  Act]  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Tabl 

Heaton]  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

GLEBE   LANDS   (SALES 

UNIVERSITIES   (SCOTLAND)  ACT,  1889  Return  ordered_ 
(ORDINANCE  No.  11). 

Copy  presented,-of  Ordinance  made  fc.  "  SJ°™f /*.  Sale£  °fpGlebe° 

by  the  Scottish  Universities  Commis-  S^)a^^^  2JSL) 

sioners  with  regard  to  the  Eegulations  v                    J       J 
for  Degrees  in  Arts  (Ordinance  No.  11, 

General  No.  6)   [by  Act]  ;  to  lie  upon  CIVIL     SERVICES      AND      RI 

the  Table.  DEPARTMENTS    (  SUPPLEMI 

(No.  12) ,— Copy  presented,— of  Ordi-  ESTIMATES  1891-2). 

nance  made  by  the  Scottish  Universities  Supplementary    Estimate    preseu 

Commissioners    with     regard    to     the  Sums  required  to  be  voted  for  the  s 

Eegulations    for    Degrees    in    Science  the  year  ending  31st  March,  1892,  in 

(Ordinance    No.    12,    General    No.    7)  to  the  Sums  already  provided  in  the  1 

[by  Act]  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table.  presented  in  the  current  year  [by  Coi 

/xt     i  o\       r\                    j.   j         t  r\  i  •  Referred  to  the  Committee  of  Supnl 

(No.  13),— Copy  presented,— of  Ordi-  ^     rintedt    fNa  ^                  ^ 

nance     made    by    the    Scottish    Uni- 
versities Commissioners  with  regard  to 

the   Eegulations   as   to    Examinations  EASTBOURNE     IMPROVEMENT 

(Ordinance  No.  13,  General  No.  8)  [by  1885    (PROSECUTIONS     FOR 

Act]  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table.  AIR    SERVICES,    &c.) 

(No.  14), — Copy  presented, — of  Ordi-         .  ., ,  -    

nance  made  by  the  Scottish  Universities  ress    or 

Commissioners     with     regard    to    the  "Return   showing   (1)    the    nam 

Eegulations   for  Degrees   in    Medicine  particulars  of  the  charges  brought, 

(Ordinance  No.  14,  Glasgow  No.  1  [by  1st  day  of  June,  1891,  to  the  18tt 

Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table.  February,  1892,  before  the  Justices 

•     (No.    15.)-Copy    presented-of  Or-  fessioM  at  Eastbourne,  for  offenc. 

t.v                /t    i   rii    r  0     ...  ■•    tt    •  *  The  Eastbourne  Improvement  Act, 

dinance  made  by  the  Scottish  Univer-  .,       .              ...  /Z                 .\ 

-.          .     r                .,,                -,    ,  otherwise,  committed  by  persons  tal 

sities    Commissioners  with   regard   to  .    ,^„    I    atMt ,.    a  ^  JL**;.™ 

,.     _,        .    ..         tt-v                  nr  n-  '  in  open  air  services  or  meetings,  oi 

the  Eegulations  for  Degrees  m  Medicine  sion8  with  or  „ithout  mwsi^tot 

(Ordinance  No.   15,  Aberdeen  No.   1)  assembly;  (2)  the  number  and  parti, 

[by  Act] ;  to  he  upon  the  Table.  the  ohargeg  brought  ^^  tte  wM 

■     (No.     16),  —  Copy     presented,  —  of  during  the  same  period  for  assaults  oi 

Ordinance  made  by  the  Scottish  Uni-  takin8  P***  in  8Uch  8e™«»>  or  mei 

versities   Commissioners    with    regard  Proee8»«>ns.  °J  <"»  «»  police  in  ec 

to  the  Eegulations  for  Degrees  in  Medi-  **"»?*'  or  for  breaoh58  °'  *?  P6* 

cine    (Ordinance    No.    16,    Edinburgh  dancing  property,  or  threatemng,  a 

xt      i\   ru      \  ^4.1  .  4.^  i:~  , ^~  4.u    rn  ui  conduct,  or  resisting  the  police  in  cc 

No.  I)  [by  Act]  ;  to  he  upon  the  Table,  ^vwito;  and  (3)   the^UulU  in 

cases,  with  the  particulars  of  any  8 

PRISONS  (ENGLAND  AND  WALES).  awardedj  of  other  proceedingB>  £  , 

Copy  presented — of  Order  made  by  sequent   to  conviction,    and   of  an 

the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  discon-  of     imprisonment  *  actually    served. 

tinuance   of    Nottingham    Prison    [by  Rowntrce.) 
Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


LIGHTHOUSES  ABROAD. 

Account     presented, — showing     the 
,  dues  received,  and  expenditure  incurred 


House  adjourned  at  twenty-flvc 

after  Twelv 


The  Opium 
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HOUSE  OF  LORDS, 
Friday,  19th  February,  1892. 


INDIAN  COUNCILS  ACT  (1861)  AMEND- 
MENT BILL  [h.l.]— (No.  3.) 

Hoo8e  in  Committee  (according  to 
order) ;  Bill  reported  without  amend- 
ment ;  Standing  Committee  negatived ; 
and  Bill  to  be  read  3*  on  Monday 
next. 

COMMITTEE   OF   SELECTION    FOR  THE 
STANDING   COMMITTEE. 

Beport  from,  That  the  Committee 
have  (in  pursuance  of  Standing  Order 
Ho.  L.)  nominated  the  following  Lords 
to  serve  as  Chairmen  of  Standing 
Committees : 


E.  Camperdown. 
E.  Kimberley. 
L.  Monk  Bretton. 
L.  Herschell. 
L.  Basing. 


&  Chancellor. 
LOMlogin.  (L. 

PrhrySeal.) 
IDerby. 
fcBeloore. 
IMorleT. 

And  that  the   Committee   have  (in 
pursuance    of    Standing    Order    No. 

XLVI.)  nominated  the  following  Lords 
to  serve  on  the  Standing  Committee 
appointed  on  Thursday  last : 

ItArohbp.  of  Canter-  E.  Brownlow. 

bwy.  E.  Morley. 

f  CUooellor.  E.  Camperdown. 

jtAvofcbp.  of  York.  E.  Tarborough. 

'•Chobrook.        (L.  E.  Dudley 

President)  E.  Kimberley. 

iGftiogan.  (L.  E.  Ravensworth. 

K  Privy  Seal)  E.  Wharncliffe. 

Jf  8emt  Albans.  E.  Northbrook. 

J^Dtronshire  E.  Selborne. 

U  Rutland.  L.  BramwelL 

}t  Bausburr.  L.  Monk  Bretton. 

JlBUfc.  L.  de  Vesci.  (V.  de 
^Abtnoro.         (D.  Vesci.) 

Abercorn.)  L.  Nortbington.     (L. 
Jf.  Upon,  Henley.) 

*  Moont-Rdgcumbe.  L.  Rothschild. 

(L  Steward.)  L.  Monkswell. 

*  Uihom.  (L  Cham-  L.  Lingen. 

bariain.)  L.  Ashbourne. 

1  Derby.  L.  Elphinstone. 

fcWincnilsea       and  L.  Herschell 

Nottingham.  L.  Hillingdon. 

t  Ckerterfleld.  V.  Sidmouth. 

*  r+nderdato.  V.  Gordon.  (E.  Aber- 
KDoadonald.  deen.) 
&Cowper.  V.  Oxenbridge. 

I  Staabope.  V.  Cross. 

K.  WaUegrave.  L.  Bp.  l^ondon. 

&  Speooer.  L.  Bp.  Winchester. 

S.  Looan.  L.  Bp.  Ely. 

E.  Belmore.  L.  Bp.  Manchester. 

K.  Harrowby. 


L.  Knutsford.       (One  L.  Kenry.    (E.    Dun- 

of  Her  Majesty's  raven  and  Mount- 

Principal     Seere-  Earl.) 

taries  of  State.)  L.  Hartismere        (L. 
L.  Willoughby         de  Henniker.) 

Eresby.  L.  Wolverton. 

L.  Zouche  of  Haryng-  L.  Sandhurst. 

worth.  L.  Harlech. 

L.  Windsor.  L.  Norton. 

L.  Clifford  of  Chud-  L.  Shute.     (V.    Bar- 

leigh.  rington.) 

L.  Balfour.  L.  Watson. 

L.  Boyle.      (E.    Cork  L.  Lamington. 

and  Orrery.)  L.  Rowton. 

L.  Lovaine.  (E.  L.  Brabourne. 

Percy.)  L.  Reay. 

L.  Thurlow.  L.  Hothfleld. 

L.  Carrington.  L.  Urimthorpe. 

L.  Meldrum.  (M.  L.  Kensington. 

Huntly.)  L.  Brassey. 

L.  Foxford.  (E.  Lime-  L.  Thring. 

rick.)  L.  Macnaghten. 

L.  Colchester.  L.  Basing. 

L.  Ker.  (M.  Lothian.)  L.  De  Ramsey. 

L.  Poltimore.  L.  Morris. 

L.  Leigh.  L.  Field. 

L.  Belper.  L.  Sandford. 

L.  Houghton.  L.  Hannen. 

Read,   and  ordered    to    lie   on    the 
Table. 

CONVEYANCING  AND   LAW   OF  PRO- 
PERTY ACT,  1881,  AMENDMENT  BILL. 

Brought  from  the  Commons ;  read  1* ; 
and  to  be  printed.     (No.  17.) 

House  adjourned  at  half  past  Four  o'clock, 

till  Monday  next,  a  quarter 
before  Eleven  o'clock. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS, 
Friday,  19th  February,  1892. 


PETITION. 


VOL.  I. 


[NEW   SERIES.] 


THE  OPIUM  TRADE. 

Mr.  MARK  STEWART  (Kirkcud- 
bright) :  I  have  to  present  a  spon- 
taneous Petition,  signed  by  22,000 
inhabitants  of  India  and  Burmah, 
against  the  opium  trade  in  India,  and 
I  request  that  the  prayer  of  the  Peti- 
tioners may  be  read  by  the  Clerk  at 
the  Table. 

Petition  presented,  and  read  by  the 
Clerk. 

Mr.  MAC  NEILL  (Donegal,  S.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  you,  Mr.  Speaker,  can  this 
Petition  be  placed  on  the  Minutes  of 

2  h 
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the  House,  and  appear  as  part  of  our 
proceedings  ? 

Mr.  SPBAKEK  :  It  will  be  treated 
as  Petitions  are  treated — in  the  ordinary 
way. 

QUESTIONS. 


AGRICULTURAL  PRODUCE  BY 
PARCEL8  POST. 

Sir  EDWAKD  GREY  (Northumber- 
land, Berwick)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Postmaster  General  whether  his  atten- 
tion has  been  called  to  a  resolution 
passed  by  the  Central  and  Associated 
Chambers  of  Agriculture  urging  the 
desirableness  of  the  provision  of  in- 
creased facilities  by  Parcels  Post,  so 
as  to  include  the  transmission  of  agri- 
cultural produce;  and  whether  he  is 
prepared  to  give  effect  to  that  view,  so 
that  the  present  high  rates  for  the  con- 
veyance of  small  parcels  of  dairy  and 
other  farm  produce  may  be  reduced  ? 

The  POSTMASTER  GENERAL 
(Sir  James  Fergusson,  Manchester, 
N.E.) :  The  proposal  has  received 
careful  investigation,  but  I  am  not  at 
present  able  to  offer  expectations  of 
being  able  to  assent  to  it. 

UNPENSIONED    VETERANS    OF    THE 
CRIMEAN  WAR  AND  INDIAN  MUTINY. 

Mr.  LEON  (Bucks,  N.):  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether,  in  accordance  with  his  state- 
ment in  July  last,  a  list  has  been  pre- 
pared of  the  most  necessitous  men 
among  the  unpen sioned  veterans  of  the 
Crimean  War  and  the  Indian  Mutiny  ; 
and  whether  the  name  of  William 
Young,  of  Wolverton,  Bucks,  formerly 
of  the  2nd  and  3rd  Battalion  Grenadier 
Guards,  appears  on  that  list  ? 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
WAR  (Mr.  E.  Stanhope,  Lincolnshire, 
Horncastle)  :  My  answer  to  the 
first  paragraph  in  the  question  is — Yes  ; 
and  to  the  second — No.  The  man  re- 
ferred to  had  noc  sufficient  service  to 
be  eligible  for  the  pension  promised 
last  year ;  but,  as  I  have  already  stated, 
I  am  considering  whether  it  will  be 
possible  to  reduce  the  qualifying 
service. 

Mr.  LEON :  May  I  ask  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  when  the  list  will  be 
published? 

Mr.  Mac  Ncill 


Mr.  E.  STANHOPE  :  It  isnotgoinj 
to  be  published. 

INDIAN  FACTORY  ACT  REGULATIONS 

Mr.  PROVAND  (Glasgow,  Blad 
friars) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Und< 
Secretary  of  State  for  India  if  he  w 
obtain  and  lay  upon  the  Table  a  Cot 
of  the  Regulations  which  were  to  I 
prepared  by  the  Government  of  Ind 
relating  to  the  Factory  Act,  whii 
became  Law  in  India  on  the  1st  Janua 
last? 

The  UNDER  SECRETARY  . 
STATE  for  INDIA  (Mr.  G.  Curzo 
Lancashire,  Southport) :  Yes,  Sir ;  i 
Regulations  when  received  will  be  la 
on  the  Table. 

Mr.  PROVAND  :  But  will  the  ho 
Gentleman    say    when    will   they 
received  ?    How  long  shall  we  have 
wait  for  them  ? 

Mr.  CURZON :  I  cannot  say  at  t! 
moment. 

OFFICERS  OF  THE  INLAND  REVENl 
DEPARTMENT. 

Mr.  COBB  (Warwick,  S.E.,  Ruaby 
I  beg  to  ask  the   Chancellor  of  t3 
Exchequer  whether,  before  a  reply 
sent  by  the  Treasury  to  the  Petition 
the  Supervisors,  Officers,  and  Assistan 
of  Inland  Revenue,  presented  in  Mi 
last,  he  will  be  kind  enough  to  grant 
short  interview  to  one  representative 
each  of  the  three  classes  ? 

The  CHANCELLOR  of  the  E: 
CHEQUER  (Mr.  Goschen,  £ 
George's,  Hanover  Square) :  I  regi 
that  I  am  unable  to  comply  with  tl 
request  in  the  hon.  Member's  questio 
The  Petition  of  the  Excise  Office 
and  the  Report  of  the  Board  of  Inlai 
Revenue  are  before  me,  and  I  see  i 
advantage  in  taking  the  very  unuOT 
course  of  granting  an  interview  to  ai 
of  the  memorialists. 

Mr.  COBB  :  The  right  hon.  Gent! 
man  must  be  aware  that  within  t 
limits  of  a  memorial  of  reasonable  si 
it  is  difficult  to  mention  all  the  poii 
and  to  make  the  representations  tl 
arise.  If  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
unable  to  have  an  interview  with  t 
memorialists,  will  the  .  Perman< 
Secretary'  to  the  Treasury  appoint 
interview  ? 

Mr.  GOSCHEN :  No;  I  am  afrait 
cannot  hold  out  any  such  hope.    1 
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proper  course  is  for  the  officers  to  make 
their  representations  through  the  Heads 
of  their  Departments.  It  is  impossible 
to  arrange  that  this  shall  be  done  by 
personal  interview  with  the  Secretary. 

Mr.  COBB:  Is  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  aware  that  that  course  has 
already  been  suggested  in  an  answer 
from  Somerset  House  ?  Sir  Algernon 
West  said  the  only  remaining  course  was 
for  the  memorialists  to  ask  for  an  inter- 
view with  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer. 

Mr.  GOSCHEN  :  No  ;  I  think  that 

must  be   a   mistake.      The   Board   of 

Inland  Revenue  would  not  make  such 

a  suggestion.     The    hon.    Gentleman 

must  be  labouring  under  some  mistake. 

Mr.  COBB  :  I  can  tell  the  right  hon. 

Gentleman  that  I   was  present   when 

Sir  Algernon  West  made  the  suggestion. 

If  I  can  show  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 

that  was  so,  will  he  agree  to  adopt  that 

course? 

Mr.  GOSCHEN:  No;  not  even  if 
Sir  Algernon  West  suggested  that 
Course.  It  is  one  that  would  embarrass 
*U  succeeding  Governments.  It  is  im- 
possible that  a  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer could  place  himself  in  personal 
communication  with  all  Civil  servants 
Who  may  think  they  have  a  grievance,  or 
Who  wish  to  have  their  salaries  raised. 

THE  BRITISH  VICE  CONSUL  IN 
PARIS. 

Mr.  ESSLEMONT  (Aberdeen,  E.)  : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  Foreign  Affairs  whether  he  is 
*ware  that  the  British  Vice  Consul  in 
PariB  acted  as  second  in  a  duel  fought 
hi  or  near  Paris  last  November ;  and,  if 
*>,  whether  any  notice  has  been  taken, 
or  is  intended  to  be  taken,  by  Her 
Majesty's  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  in  regard  to  the  Vice  Consul's 
conduct  ? 

The  UNDER  SECRETARY  of 
8TATE  for  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS 
(Mr.  J.  W.  Lowther,  Cumberland, 
Penrith) :  No  information  on  the  sub- 
ject has  been  received  at  the  Foreign 
Office ;  nor  has  any  intimation  reached 
fche  Secretary  of  State  that  any  charge 
of  such  a  character  has  been  made 
against  the  gentleman  referred  to. 

Mb.  ESSLEMONT :  Will  the  hon. 
Gentleman  be  good  enough  to  inquire 
whether  such  a  charge  can  be  supported, 


if  I  put  him  in  possession  of  informa- 
tion that  seems  to  leave  no  doubt  on 
the  subject  ? 

Mr.  J.  W.  LOWTHER :  I  should 
like  to  point  out  to  the  hon.  Member 
that  at  present  there  is  no  evidence  that 
any  offence  punishable  either  by  the 
law  of  this  country  or  of  France  was 
committed. 

Mr.  ESSLEMONT:  I  desire  to 
point  out — I  desire  to  ask  the  hon. 
Gentleman  whether,  without  reference 
to  any  offence  having  been  committed, 
it  is  a  fact  that  the  Vice  Consul  did  act 
as  second  in  a  duel  ? 

Mr.  J.  W.  LOWTHER:  I  have 
already  told  the  hon.  Member  we  have 
not  the  shadow  of  a  shade  of  evidence 
of  anv  such  thing  having  occurred. 

Mr.  ESSLEMONT:  If  I  put  the 
hon.  Gentleman  in  possession  of  evi- 
dence in  relation  to  this  matter,  will 
inquiry  be  made  ? 

Mr:  J.  W.  LOWTHER:  If  the  hon. 
Member  will  forward  such  evidence  the 
Secretary  of  State,  no  doubt,  will  con- 
sider it. 

THEOLOGICAL  TESTS  IN  SCOTCH 
UNIVERSITIES. 

Mr.  BRYCE  (Aberdeen,  S.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Lord  Advocate  whether 
the  Scottish  University  Commissioners 
have,  more  than  a  year  ago,  taken  all 
the  evidence  they  think  necessary  on 
the  subject  of  Theological  Tests,  on 
which  they  were  directed,  by  the  18th 
section  of  the  Act  of  1889,  to  make  a 
Special  Report  to  Her  Majesty ;  and 
whether,  if  this  be  so,  it  is  the  intention 
of  the  Commissioners  to  present  that 
Special  Report  forthwith,  considering 
that  till  it  has  been  presented,  and  an 
opportunity  given  for  legislation  regard- 
ing Tests,  the  ordinances  necessary  for 
dealing  with  the  Faculty  of  Divinity  in 
the  Universities  cannot  be  proceeded 
with  ? 

-The  LORD  ADVOCATE  (Sir  C.  J. 
Pearson,  Edinburgh  and  St.  Andrews 
Universities) :  I  am  informed  that  the 
Commissioners  closed  the  evidence  on 
the  subject  referred  to  some  time  ago, 
and  they  hope  to  be  in  a  position  to 
present  their  Report  to  Her  Majesty  at 
an  early  date. 

Mr.  BRYCE:  Can  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  say  when  the  Report  is 
likely  to  be  laid  on  the  Table  ? 
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Sir  C.  J.  PEARSON  :  I  have  given 
the  reply  I  have  received,  and  I  am 
afraid  T  cannot  #o  further. 

THE  AKMACJH    (U'ARDIANH    AND  THE 
LOWER    BANK    DRAINACJE. 

Mr.  BLANE  (Armagh,  S.)  :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he  is  aware 
that  the  Armagh  Board  of  Guardians 
have  by  resolution  protested  against 
taxing  the  ratepayers  of  the  union  for 
the  drainage  of  the  Lower  Bann,  and 
declaring  that  the  taxation  should  be 
raised  on  the  lands  benefited,  sup- 
plemented by  a  large  Imperial  grant ; 
and  whether  it  is  his  intention  to  take 
any  action  in  the  matter  ? 

The  CHIEF  SECRETAKY  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Jackson,  Leeds,  N.)  : 
I  have  made  inquiries,  and  I  cannot 
find  anv  such  resolution. 

QUARTER    SESSIONS    AT   CLOUGHER, 

TYRONE. 

Mr.  BLANE  (Armagh,  S.):  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland  if 
he  is  aware  that  at  the  January 
Quarter  Sessions  at  Clougher,  County 
Tyrone,  during  the  hearing  of  the  case 
of"  Venables  v.  Peebles,"  the  defendant 
occupied  a  seat  on  the  Bench  ;  that  at 
the  same  Sessions  200  defended  cases 
were  tried  in  four  hours,  and  that  the 
solicitors  were  cautioned  against  cross- 
examining  witnesses  ;  and  whether 
he  will  call  the  attention  of  the  Lord 
Chancellor  to  the  matter  ? 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Madden,  Dublin 
University) :  The  hon.  Member  appears 
to  be  under  some  misapprehension. 
The  case  of  "  Venables  v.  Peebles  "  was 
not  heard  at  the  January  Sessions  at 
Clougher,  and  at  those  Sessions  some 
25  or  30  cases  were  tried,  not  200,  as 
stated  in  the  question.  There  does 
not  appear  to  be  anything  to  which 
the  attention  of  the  Lord  Chancellor 
should  be  called. 

HAULBOWLINE    DOCK. 

Mr.  MORROGH  (Cork  Co.,  S.E.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Representative  of  tne 
Admiralty  if  the  First  Lord  has 
received  a  resolution  in  reference  to 
the  Haulbowline  Dock  passed  by  the 
Town   Commissioners    of  Queenstown 


on  the  1st  instant ;  and  what  atten 
tion  he  is  prepared  to  give  to  tb 
matter? 

The  CIVIL  LORD  op  th 
ADMIRALTY  (Mr.  Abhmeai 
Bartlett,  Sheffield,  Eccleshall) : 
presume  the  hon.  Member  refers  1 
communications  in  favour  of  unde 
taking  dockyard  work  at  Haulbowlin 
The  Board  of  Admiralty  never  intend* 
that  a  dockyard  should  be  establish* 
for  building  ships  at  Haulbowlin 
The  dock  has  been  constructed  the 
with  a  view  to  the  repair  of  ships  in  8 
emergency. 

Mr.  SEXTON  (Belfast,  W.) :  May 
ask  the  hon.  Gentleman  if  half  a  millic 
of  money  has  been  spent  on  the  coi 
struction  of  a  dock  there,  and  for  whi 
purpose  ?  Also,  why  ships  are  brougl 
from  Irish  waters  to  English  docl 
yards  for  their  annual  overhauling? 

Mr.  ASHMEAD-BARTLETT:  A 
I  have  said,  the  dock  was  constructs 
with  a  view  to  repairs  on  an  emergen? 
It  is  true  that  a  large  sum  was  expend* 
on  its  construction. 

Mr.  MORROGH:  Are  there  m 
workshops  and  appliances  at  Haulbw 
line  for  dockyard  work  ? 

Mr.  ASHMEAD-BARTLETT :  Ye 
there  are  workshops  which  are  capab 
of  doing  slight  repairs,  though,  if  serioi 
repairs  were  contemplated,  it  would  1 
necessary  to  make  considerable  add 
tions  to  staff  and  machinery. 

Mr.   MORROGH:    I    shall    put 
further  question. 

LIGHTS  IN  THE    RED  SEA. 

Mr.  HENNIKER  HEATO 
(Canterbury)  :  I  beg  to  ask  tl 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreij 
Affairs  what  steps  are  being  tak< 
for  the  rapid  completion  of  the  prop 
lighting  of  the  Red  Sea;  wneth 
the  Turkish  or  Egyptian  Gover 
ment  have  a  large  surplus  at  the 
disposal  from  Red  Sea  light  dues ;  ai 
whether  he  is  aware  that,  in  the  opini< 
of  the  most  experienced  captains  > 
steamers,  lights  are  urgently  needed 
the  Red  Sea  on  the  island  of  Abu-A 
on  the  island  Gebel  Teer,  and  also  ; 
Mocha  ? 

Mr.  J.  W.  LOWTHER:  I  regr 
that  considerable  delay  has  arisen  : 
the  negotiations  relating  to  this  matte 
It  is  due  to  the  excessive  demands 
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parties  to  whom  the  Sublime  Porte  had 
granted  a  concession  for  erecting  lights 
cm  Ottoman  territory,  which  includes 
the  places  mentioned  in  the  question. 
The  Egyptian  Government  have  a  con- 
siderable surplus  from  Bed  Sea  light 
dues,  and  an  arrangement  has  been 
come  to,  according  to  which,  as  soon 
as  the  new  Customs  Tariff  comes  into 
force,  the  sum  of  £E40,000  will  be  set 
aside  for  the  erection  and  maintenance 
of  the  additional  lights  required  in  the 
Bed  Sea  and  the  Gulf  of  Aden.  It  is 
possible  that  the  difficulty  may  be  over- 
come by  the  selection  of  an  alternative 
route  to  that  hitherto  followed.  The 
matter  is  engaging  the  attention  of 
the  Foreign  Office  and  of  the  Board  of 
Trade. 

HOLYWOOD  PIER,  COUNTY  DOWN. 

Mr.    SEXTON  (on   behalf    of  Mr. 

M'Cabtan,  Down,  S.):  I  beg  to  ask  the 

President  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  with 

deference  to   Holywood  Pier,  County 

3)own,  whether  he  will  state  on  what 
elate  the  transfer  of  sale  was  completed, 
*ind  the  consideration  for  which  the 
transfer  was  made ;  whether  an  under- 
taking was  given  by  the  purchasers 
that,  on  completion  of  the  transfer, 
steps  would  be  taken  by  them  for  its 
Tepair ;  and  whether  the  plans  of  the 
proposed  repairs  have  been  lodged  yet 
at  the  Harbour  Office,  Belfast,  or  if 
any  steps  have  been  taken  to  repair  the 
per  and  harbour  works  ? 

The  PRESIDENT  of  the  BOARD 

op    TRADE     (Sir     Michael    Hicks 

Bkach,  Bristol,  W.) :  Holywood  Pier 

lias  been  transferred  on  several  occa- 
sions since  1882,  when  the  Provisional 

Order  was  obtained.     I  am  not  aware 

of  the  consideration  for  which  any  of 

these  transfers  were  made,  or  of  under- 
takings which  may  have  accompanied 

ftem.     In  February,  1890,  and  again 

in  April,    1891,  I  promised  the  hon. 

Member  that  whenever  plans  of  new 

works  at  the  pier  were  submitted  to  the 

Board  of  Trade  the  Belfast  Harbour 

Commissioners  would  be  consulted,  and 

notice  of  the  application  given  in  the 
locality.  No  plans  have  yet  been 
received,  and  the  present  owners  have 
promised  to  do  nothing  without  giving 
me  notioe. 


REGISTRY  OF  DEEDS  OFFICE, 
DUBLIN. 

Mr.  SEXTON  (on  behalf  of  Mr. 
M'Cartan)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury  whether  he  is  aware  of 
the  complaints  frequently  made  as  to 
the  serious  delay  caused  in  making 
negative  searches  at  the  Registry  of 
Deeds  Office  in  Dublin ;  whether  he 
will  state  the  number  of  requisitions 
for  negative  searches  at  present  lodged 
there  and  not  yet  complied  with  ;  how 
many  of  them  have  been  lodged  up- 
wards of  one  month ;  and  on  what 
date  the  first  requisition  for  a  negative 
search  still  unattended  to  was  lodged 
at  the  office  ? 

The  SECRETARY  to  the  TREA- 
SURY (Sir  John  Gorst,  Chatham)  : 
The  answer  to  the  first  paragraph  of 
the  question  is  in  the  negative ;  the 
answer  to  the  second  is  93,  of  which 
21  are  in  progress ;  the  answer  to  the 
third  is  15,  of  which  there  are  now  13 
in  progress ;  and  in  answer  to  the  last 
paragraph,  11th  January,  1892. 

EVICTED  TENANTS  AND  THE  LAND 
PURCHASE  ACT. 

Mr.  W.  O'BRIEN  (Cork  Co.,  N.E.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether 
his  attention  has  been  called  to  the 
resolution  of  the  Grand  Jury  at 
the  late  Fermoy  Quarter  Sessions, 
requesting  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment to  extend  the  time  named 
in  the  13th  clause  of  the  Land  Pur- 
chase Act  of  1891  for  arrangements  with 
respect  to  the  re-instatement  of  evicted 
tenants  ;  whether  he  has  also  been 
made  aware  of  the  observations  of  the 
Recorder  of  Cork,  to  the  effect  that  he 
concurred  in  the  resolution  of  the  Grand 
Jury,  and  that  everybody  would  like 
to  see  the  evicted  tenants  restored  on 
equitable  terms ;  and  whether  the 
Government  will  introduce  a  short  Bill 
giving  a  reasonable  extension  of  time 
for  arrangements  under  the  13th 
clause  ? 

Mr.  JACKSON :  My  attention  has 
been  called  to  the  resolutions  referred 
to,  and  to  the  observations  of  the  Re- 
corder of  Cork,  and  I  have  to  say  that 
if  information  comes  to  me  that  both 
the  landlord  and  the  former  tenant 
desire  to  avail  themselves  of  the  pro* 
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vision  contained  in  Section  13  of  the 
Purchase  of  Land  (Ireland)  Act,  1891, 
but  find  themselves  precluded  from  so 
doing  through  the  limited  time  in  which 
that  section  was  in  operation,  I  shall 
consider  as  to  the  course  to  be  taken. 

THE  CONGESTED  DISTRICTS  BOARD 
-COUNTY  ROSCOMMON. 

Mr.  O'KELLY  (Roscommon,  N.)  : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether 
representations  have  been  made  to  the 
Congested  Districts  Board  from  a  very 
influential  meeting  in  Castlerea,  County 
Roscommon,  in  favour  of  including 
Castlerea  and  Loughglynn  electoral 
divisions  in  the  operation  of  the  Act ; 
whether  any  decision  has  yet  been 
arrived  at  in  the  matter ;  and  whether, 
in  considering  the  representation  made, 
due  weight  will  be  given  to  the  fact 
that  in  the  County  of  Roscommon  a 
special  sum  of  money,  the  Reproductive 
Loan  Fund,  has  been  placed  at  the 
disposal  of  the  Board  ? 

Mr.  JACKSON:  Yes;  representations 
have  been  made  to  the  Congested 
Districts  Board  which,  I  am  informed, 
will  be  carefullv  considered,  and  all  the 
circumstances,  including  those  referred 
to  in  the  question,  will  be  taken  into 
account. 

THE    UNCOVENANTED    SERVICE    OF 

INDIA. 

Mr.  MAC  NEILL  (Donegal,  S.)  :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  India  whether  he  can  state 
the  proportions  of  Europeans,  Eura- 
sians, and  Indians  in  the  Covenanted 
and  Uncovenanted  Service  of  India,  on 
31st  March,  1886,  under  the  following 
headings  : — Rs.  1,000  per  annum  to 
less  than  Rs.2,500;  Rs.2,500  per 
annum  to  less  than  Rs.5,000 ; 
Rs. 5,000  per  annum  to  less  than 
Rs.10,000 ;  Rs.  10,000  per  annum  to  less 
than  Rs.20,000;  Rs. 20,000  per  annum 
to  less  than  Rs. 30,000  ;  Rs. 30,000  per 
annum  to  less  than  Rs.40,000 ; 
Rs.40,000  per  annum  to  less  than 
Rs.60,000  ;  Rs50,000  and  upwards  ? 

Mr.  CURZON :  The  figures  are  as 
follows : — Salaries  of  Rs.50,000  and 
upwards,  26  Europeans,  one  native  ; 
Rs.40,000  to  Rs.50,000,  47  Europeans, 
three  natives ;  Rs.30,000  to  Rs.40,000, 
125      Europeans;      Rs.      20,000      to 

Mr.  Jackson 


Rs.30,000,  346  Europeans,  three  Eura- 
sians, two  natives;  Rs.10,000  to 
Rs.20,000, 951  Europeans,  12  Eurasians, 
40  natives;  Rs.5,000  to  Rs.10,000, 
2,078  Europeans,  111  Eurasians,  446 
natives ;  Rs.2,500  to  Rs.  5,000,  1,334 
Europeans,  545  Eurasians,  1,647 
natives;  Rs.1,000  to  Rs.2,500,  2,097 
Europeans,  1,963  Eurasians,  6,915 
natives.  Total— 7,004  Europeans,  2,634 
Eurasians,  9,054  natives. 

Mr.  MAC  NEILL  :  I  thank  the  hon. 
Gentleman  for  this  very  full  informa- 
tion. May  I  further  ask  him  whether 
it  is  not  the  fact  that  of  all  the  Indian 
officials,  both  Covenanted  and  Uncove- 
nanted Service,  now  on  salaries  ol 
Rs.5,000  and  upwards,  there  are  3,573 
Europeans  and  492  natives? 

Mr.  CURZON  :  That  is  scarcely  a. 
question   I  can  answer  without  notion* 


LAGOS    TRADE.  ^^^ 

Sir  WILLIAM  HOULDSWORT^ 
(Manchester,  N.W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  th> 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  th- 
Colonies  if  the  Government  have  an] 
information  as  to  the  stoppage  of  the 
trade  routes  from  Lagos  to  the  interior 
and,  if  so,  what  steps  are  being  taken^ 
to  remove  these  obstructions  to  legiti — ' 
mate  trade  caused  by  the  hostile^ 
action  of  the  native  tribes  ? 

Thk  UNDER  SECRETARY 
STATE  for  the  COLONIES  (Baron  H. 
de  Worms,  Liverpool,  East  Toxteth) : 
An  arrangement  has  lately  been  made 
with  the  Jebus,  by  which  free  passage 
for  trade  through  their  country  has  been 
secured,  and  the  Papers  on  the  subject 
will  shortly  be  laid  before  Parliament. 
Information  was  received  a  few  days 
ago  by  telegraph  from  the  Governor 
that  the  road  to  Abeokuta  had  been 
closed.  The  Governor  t  has  been 
authorised  by  telegraph,  in  reply,  to 
address  a  strong  letter  of  remonstrance 
to  the  Egbas,  informing  them  that  if 
the  roads  are  not  opened  the  matter 
will  be  reported  to  Her  Majesty's 
Government,  who  will  deeide  what 
further  action  should  be  taken. 

PAUPER  RELIEF,  1891. 

Mr.  SUMMERS  (Hudderstield) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  whether  he  can 
state  what  was  the  total  number  of 
persons  in   England  and  Wales  who 
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were  in  receipt  of  relief  at  any  time 
between  1st  January,  1891,  and  31»t 
December,  1891 ;  and  whether  he 
would  consent  to  the  publication  of 
annual  Returns  of  the  total  number  of 

Supers  throughout  the  year,  in 
Hon  to  the  Returns  now  presented  of 
persons  in  receipt  of  relief  on  particular 
days  of  the  year  ? 
*Tbe  PRESIDENT  of  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT        BOARD        (Mi 
:      Bitchte,  Tower  Hamlets,  St.  George's) 
lithe  hon.  Member  will  refer  to  the 
terms  of  the  Return  moved  for  on  the 
11th,  I  think  he  will    find    that   the 
Return  will  include  the  information  he 
desires.      It  is  a  Return  which  will 
I     take  considerable  labour  to  prepare,  so 
I  cannot  vouch  for  it  being  laid  on  the 
Table  at  a  very  early  date. 

Mb.  A.  ACLAND  (York,  W.R., 
-Etotherharn) :  May  I  ask  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  if,  in  addition,  he  can  give 
tfce  Returns  for  particular  days  in  the 
Vear? 

*Mb-  RITCHIE:    I  know  that   the 

k».on.  Gentleman  desires  that  and  other 

X**rtioulars,  but  to  avoid  delay  we  have 

fco  limit  the  information,  and  cannot 

*siahrace  all   the    points    upon    which 

information    may  be    desired.     I    am 

aondoue  that  the  Return  shall  be  as 

correct  as  possible.     I  am  considering 

that   particular    point.     I   sympathise 

^rith,  the  object  of  the  hon.  Member, 

and,  if  I  can  manage,  it  shall  be  done. 

Sir  W.  FOSTER  (Derby,  Ilkeston) : 

Can  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  give  the 

ages  of  those  in  receipt  of  relief  ? 

"Ms.    RITCHIE  :    Within     certain 

limits.     Of  course,  we  could  go  on  from 

*ge    to    age ;     but     it     would     add 

enormously  to  the  labour  of  preparing 

*ta  Bet  Urn,  and  increase  delay.    Look- 

tug  at  the  interesting  discussions  going 

on  lately,   I  think  the  House   would 

desire  to  have,  as  soon  as  possible,  the 

Beturn  as  referring  to  the   particular 

*geof65. 

8m  w.  FOSTER  :  Is  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  aware  that  in  one  of  the 
Bills  introduced  this  Session  a  pro- 
vision is  introduced  that  persona  in 
receipt  of  relief  for  a  certain  number  of 
years  before  65  are  not  eligible  for 
pensions?  Therefore,  the  ages  between 
55  and  65  become  important  in  re- 
ference to  suggested  legislation  ? 
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"Mb.  RITCHIE  :  If  the  Return  were 

to  be  prepared  so  as  to  give  all  the 
information  in  reference  to  Bills  in- 
troduced, I  am  afraid  there  would  be  a 
very  great  extension  of  the  time  and 
labour  necessary  in  the  preparation. 

FERTILISERS  AND   FEEDING  STUFFS 
BILL. 

Mr.  CHANNING  {Northampton, 
E.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Agriculture  when  he  proposes 
to  re-introduce  the  Fertilisers  and  Feed- 
ing Stuffs  Bill  ? 

*The  PRESIDENT  of  the  BOARD 
of  AGRICULTURE  (Mr.  Chaflin, 
Lincolnshire,  Sleaford) :  I  do  not  pro- 
pose to  reintroduce  this  Bill  at  present. 
The  subject  is  so  highly  technical,  and 
I  found  so  many  difficulties  in  the  pre- 
paration of  the  Bill,  and  so  many 
objections  were  taken  to  the  measure 
prepared  last  Session,  that  I  propose 
to  arrange  for  the  investigation  of  the 
subject  by  a  Departmental  Committee 
before  introducing  a  further  measure. 

Mr.  CHANNING :  Can  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  say  how  long  this 
Committee  will  be  occupied  with  the 
subject  ? 

*MB.  CHAPLIN  :  It  is  impossible  for 
me  to  express  an  opinion  at  present ; 
but  I  shall  be  very  glad  to  give  the  hon. 
Member  any  further  information  on  that 
point  as  soon  as  it  is  in  my  power. 

TRAINING  OF  THE  NORFOLK  MILITIA. 

Mb,  SAMUEL  HOARE  (Norwich) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  whether  it  is  in  contemplation  to 
remove  the  annual  training  of  the 
Norfolk  regiments  of  Militia  from  Nor- 
h  this  year ;  and  whether,  taking 
into  consideration  the  fact  that  the  Cor- 
pora tion  of  Norwich  has  supplied  a 
site  for  the  depot  barracks  and  suitable 
ground  for  training  and  exercise,  he 
will,  before  coming  to  a  decision,  con- 
sider the  great  disappointment  and  loss 
which  will  be  caused  to  the  citizens  of 
Norwich  if  the  annual  training  is  not 
allowed  to  take  place  there  as  usual  ? 

Mr.  E.  STANHOPE :  Although  it 
will  be  necessary  that  the  3rd  Battalion 
of  the  Norfolk  Regiment  should  have 
the  same  opportunity  of  being  trained 
with  one  of  its  line  battalions  as  Other 
Militia  regiments,  there  are  reasons 
why  I  think  it  may  this  year  be  trained 
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at  Norwich.  As  regards  the  4th 
Battalion,  the  men  are  largely  drawn 
from  Great  Yarmouth,  and  the  officer 
commanding  considers  that  to  train 
there  will  be  beneficial  to  recruiting. 
This  battalion  is  only  occasionally 
trained  at  Norwich  ? 

ROYALTIES  ON  OOLD  MINING. 

Mr.  PEITCHAED  MOEGAN  (Mer- 
thyr  Tydvil) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  whether,  in 
view  of  the  necessity  of  increasing  the 
metallic  reserves  of  the  country,  he 
has  yet  considered  the  question  of 
reducing  the  royalties  upon  gold,  so 
that  the  Crown  may  not  take  so  large 
a  proportion  as  two- thirds  of  the 
profits  obtained  from  such  a  class  of 
ore  as  gives  10  per  cent,  profit  upon  its 
production  and  treatment,  as  in  the 
case  of  the  Clonga  and  other  Crown 
mines  in  Wales  ? 

Mr.  GOSCHEN:  In  reply  to  the 
hon.  Member,  I  may  refer  him  to  my 
answer  given  yesterday  as  to  the 
reduction  made  in  royalties  upon  ore 
of  low  grade. 

MR.  SHALLARD,  LATE  WRITER  IN  THE 
ORDNANCE  DEPARTMENT. 

Mr.  CUNINGHAME  GEAHAM 
(Lanark,  N.W.)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department  if  his  attention  has  been 
directed  to  the  case  of  Mr.  Shallard, 
writer  in  the  Ordnance  Department, 
who  was  dismissed  on  the  ground  that 
he  had  uttered  sentiments  very  un- 
usual in  a  Government  employe,  and 
that  lie  had  come  into  contact  with  the 
police  ? 

Mr.  E.  STANHOPE  :  A  writer  of  the 
name  of  Shallard  was  dismissed  from 
the  Ordnance  Store  Department  at 
Woolwich  for  being  absent  without 
leave,  with  the  intimation  that  an  in- 
dividual who  had  been  convicted  and 
fined  for  collision  with  the  police  was 
an  undesirable  person  to  employ  in  the 
Public  Service.  The  case  was  brought 
to  mv  notice,  and  I  saw  no  reason  to 
interfere  with  the  action  of  the  Local 
Authorities. 

COMMERCIAL  TREATY  WITH  BRAZIL. 

Mr.  SCHWANN  (Manchester,  N.) : 

I  beg  to  ask  the   Under   Secretary  of 

State  for  Foreign  Affairs  whether,  in 

Mr.  E,  Stanhope 


view  of  the  special  advantages  conferred 
by  the  Eepublic  of  Brazil  in  the  duties 
which  she  levies  on  the  cotton  goods 
and  other  productions  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  Her  Majesty's 
Government  is  endeavouring  to  obtain 
similar  advantages  for  the  manufactures 
of  the  United  Kingdom ;  and,  if  so, 
what  is  the  present  position  of  such 
negotiations  ? 

Mr.  J.  W.  LOWTHER:  Communica- 
tions on  the  subject  have  been  made  to 
the  Government  of  Brazil,  but  up  to 
the  present  time  that  Government  has 
not  been  willing  to  enter  into  negotia- 
tions for  a  Commercial  Treaty  with  this 
country. 

Mr.  SCHWANN:  Does  my  hon. 
Friend  know  whether  similar  ar- 
rangements to  those  with  the  United 
States  have  been  made  between 
European  countries  and  Brazil  ? 

Mr.  J.  W.  LOWTHER  :  I  must  ask 
for  notice  of  that  question. 

WORK  AT  WOOLWICH  ARSENAL 

Colonel  HOWARD  VINCENT 
(Sheffield,  Central) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  if  there  is 
any  truth  in  the  allegations  as  to  extra 
night  shifts  having  been  recently  em- 
ployed at  Woolwich  Arsenal,  and  ft 
having  regard  to  the  apprehension 
excited  thereby  in  the  minds  of  private 
firms  and  their  employes  in  the 
presence  of  an  increasing  slackness  of 
work  in  the  iron  and  steel  trades,  he 
will  give  directions  that  night  work  is 
not  to  be  resorted  to,  or  additions  made 
to  the  Arsenal  working  staff,  plant,  or 
shops,  without  his  personal  authori- 
sation ? 

Mr.  E.  STANHOPE :    No  increase 
in  the  number  of  men  necessarily  em* 
ployed  on   night    shifts  at   Woolwich 
Arsenal    has    taken     place.      On  the 
contrary,  there  has  been  a  slight  de- 
crease quite  recently.     Except  in  cases 
of  absolute  necessity,  I  am  altogether 
opposed  to  them.     No  night  work  or 
extensions  of  the  ordnance  factories  are 
undertaken   without  the  personal  ap* 
proval  of  the  Financial   Secretary  or 
myself.     As    some    idea    appears    to 
prevail  that  the  ordnance  factories  ait 
working  at  high  pressure    while   the 
trade  is  suffering,   I    invite  my  hon. 
Friend  to  visit  the  Arsenal  for  himself, 
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id  to  see  what  is  going  on.  Every 
cility  shall  be  afforded  to  him. 

Mb.  MUNDBLLA  (Sheffield,  Bright- 
de) :  Will  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
by,  has  there  been  any  increase  in  the 
teel  forges  in  the  Department  since  he 
»ve  me  the  answer  last  year  ? 

Mb.  E.  8TANHOPE  :  It  would  be 
letter  to  give  notice  of  these  questions ; 
rat  I  have  already  said  we  have 
ibeolutely  given  up  the  manufacture  of 
urge  steel  forges,  but  we  do  employ 
mall  steel  forges. 


5MPLOYMENT    OF    NATIVES  IN  THE 
INDIAN  CIVIL  SERVICE. 

Sib  RICHARD  TEMPLE 
Worcester,  Evesham) :  I  beg  to  ask 
he  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  India 
whether  it  is  true,  as  stated  in  the  St. 
arms' s  Gazette  of  18th  February,  in 
n  article  entitled  "  India  for  the 
tidians,"  that  in  regard  to  the  recruit- 
lent  for  the  Provincial  or  Local  Services 
i  India,  Lord  Cross  and  his  advisers 
ave  departed  from  the  recommenda- 
ons  of  the  Public  Service  Commission ; 
lat  the  appointments  which  are  now 
>  be  opened  to  the  Provincial  Services 
re  to  be  strictly  reserved  for  natives 
:  India  ;  and  that  not  only  a  third  of 
le  Session  Judgeships,  but  one-sixth 
lao  of  the  Collectorships  will  be  filled 
y  natives  ? 

Mb.  MAC  NEILL  (Donegal,  S.)  : 
Will  the  hon.  Gentleman  permit  me  to 
sk  him  a  question,  of  which  I  have 
iven  him  private  notice,  whether  the 
eoommendation  of  the  Public  Service 
Wmission  referred  to  in  the  question 
i  the  hon.  Baronet  is  that  Indians 
aid  Europeans  who  have  lived  in  India 
hree  years  should  be  equally  eligible 
or  the  Provincial  Service ;  and  whether 
jord  Cross  in  his  despatch,  12th  Sep- 
ember,  1889,  departs  from  that  recom- 
mendation requiring  that  the  appoint- 
ments shall  be  filled  in  India  ;  is  it  in 
be  power  of  the  Government  to  make 
uch  a  change  by  executive  order  ? 

Mb.  CDRZON :    The  question  put 

7  the  hon.  Member  varies  from  that 
which  he  has  given  me  notice.  I 
hail  be  glad  if  he  will  put  a  Notice  on 
he  Paper.  In  reply  to  the  hon. 
laronet,  I  have  to  say  that  information 
n  the  subject  will  be  found  in  the 
brrespondence  presented  to  Parlia- 
lent  in  1891. 


RIFLE   RANGE  AT  NEWTOWNARDS. 

Mr.  MACARTNEY  (on  behalf  of 
Colonel  Waring,  Down,  N.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  he  has  come  to  any  decision 
with  regard  to  the  rifle  range  at  New- 
townards ;  and  whether  he  is  aware  of 
the  strong  feeling  in  favour  of  its 
retention  ? 

Mr.  E.  STANHOPE  :  The  lease 
under  which  the  Newtownards  range 
was  held  has  expired.  To  have 
rendered  that  range  safe  for  the  Lee- 
Metford  rifle  would  have  entailed  very 
great  expense,  and  a  suitable  range  has 
therefore  been  obtained  elsewhere. 

A  RIFLE  RANGE   AT  PORTMARNOCK. 

Mr.  CLANCY  (Dublin  Co.,  N.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  whether  he  has  yet  considered  the 
Memorial  presented  to  him  against  the 
establishment  of  a  rifle  range  and  mili- 
tary camp  at  Portmarnock,  in  the 
County  of  Dublin ;  and,  if  so,  whether 
he  is  prepared  to  state  the  conclusion 
at  which  he  has  arrived  on  the  sub- 
ject? 

Mr.  E.  STANHOPE:  The  ques- 
tion is  still  under  my  personal  con- 
sideration. Perhaps  the  hon.  Member 
will  communicate  with  me  in  about  a 
fortnight's  time. 

CROWN  LANDS  AT  BILLINGBOROUGH. 

Sir  WALTER  FOSTER  (Derby, 
Ilkeston) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  what  extent  of 
land  has  been  let  in  allotments  upon 
the  Crown  lands  at  Billingborough,  in 
the  County  of  Lincoln,  and  what  num- 
ber of  allotments  have  been  granted 
exceeding  a  quarter  of  an  acre,  and  ex- 
ceeding half  an  acre  up  to  one  acre ; 
and  whether  the  statement  is  correct 
that  the  Commissioners  of  Woods  and 
Forests  have  resolved  not  to  let  more 
than  30  acres  for  allotments  in  any 
one  parish  ? 

Sir  J.  GORST:  My  right  hon. 
Friend  has  asked  me  to  answer 
this  question.  There  are  41  acres 
2  roods  9  perches  of  the  Crown 
estate  at  Billingborough  let  in  allot- 
ments. There  are  86  of  them,  few 
being  less  than  a  quarter  of  an  acre, 
57  exceeding  quarter  of  an  acre,  and  12 
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exceeding  half  an  acre.  The  answer 
to  the  second  paragraph  is  in  the  nega- 
tive. 

MOIIONS. 


teachers'  registration  bill. 

Od  Motion  of  Mr.  Arthur  Acland,  Bill  to 
provide  for  the  Registration  of  Teachers, 
ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Arthur 
Acland,  Mr.  Sydney  Buxton,  and  Mr.  Hob- 
house. 

Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [Bill  178.] 

coroners'  act  (1887)  amendment 

BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Sir  Walter  Foster,  Bill  to 
amend  "  The  Coroners'  Act,  1887,"  ordered  to 
be  brought  in  by  8ir  Walter  Foster,  Mr. 
Addison,  Mr.  Koby,  Mr.  H.  S.  Wright,  Mr. 
Samuel  Evans,  and  Mr.  John  Kelly. 

Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [Bill  179.] 

WOMEN   COUNTY   COUNCILLORS   BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  James  Stuart,  Bill  to 
enable  Women  to  be  elected  to,  and  to  serve 
on,  County  Councils,  ordered  to  be  brought  in 
by  Mr.  James  Stuart,  Mr.  Henry  J.  Wilson,  and 
Mr.  Channing. 

BUI  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [Bill  180.] 

AGRICULTURAL   TENANTS   IMPROVEMENTS 

BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Seale-Hayne,  Bill  to 
compensate  Agricultural  Tenants  for  all  Im- 
provements, ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr. 
Seale-Hayne,  Mr.  Cobb,  Mr.  Channing,  Mr. 
Thomas  Ellis,  Sir  Bernhard  Samuelson,  Mr. 
Hallev  Stewart,  and  Mr.  George  Lambert 

Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [Bill  181.] 

OBDEBS    OF    THE    DAY. 


SUPPLY—COMMITTEE. 

Order  for  Committee  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  Mr.  Speaker  do  now  leave  the 
Chair." 

COUNTY  COURT  JUDGES  IN  WALES. 

RESOLUTION. 

(4.3.)  Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  (Car- 
narvon, &c):  I  rise,  Sir,  to  call  attention 
to  the  recent  appointment  of  a  County 
Court  Judge  in  Wales,  and  to  move — 

"  That  this  House,  in  the  interests  of  the  doe 
administration  of  justice,  and  in  face  of 
the  Resolution  of  this  House  of  the  8th 
March,  1872,  regrets  the  appointment  to  the 
judgeship  of  a  County  Court  District  in  which 
the  Welsh  language  is  generally  spoken,  of  a 
gentleman  who  is  unable  to  speak  or  under- 
-**n4  that  language." 

Sir  J.  Gorst 


In  submitting  this  Resolution 
House  I  wish  at  the  outset  to  di 
any  personal  feeling  and  any  de 
make  any  personal  attack  ujx 
gentleman  who  has  been  fortui 
securing  this  appointment.  I 
some  experience  of  the  courtes 
which  he  treats  professional  m< 
suitors  ;  that  disarms  opposition  < 
head.  It  is  only  as  a  matter  o 
that  I  have  brought  this  Res< 
before  the  House,  and  I  think  ' 
justified  in  asking  from  the  M 
responsible  some  explanation  I 
perpetration  of  what  appears  i 
monly  like  a  job.  The  great  m 
of  the  people  of  the  district  over 
this  Judge  has  control — the  wel 
classes,  the  squirearchy  and  the 
men — understand  the  English  lar 
but  the  poorer  classes  have  nc 
cient  practical  acquaintance  wit 
enable  them  to  conduct  their 
with  anything  like  precision 
County  Court,  which  is  pre-em 
a  Court  of  the  poor.  The  artisa 
quarry  men,  and  the  agric 
labourers  transact  all  their  busi 
the  Welsh  language,  and  it  is 
strous  injustice  that  to  a  dist 
which  the  vast  majority  of  the 
speak  nothing  but  Welsh,  a 
should  be  appointed  to  determir 
differences  who  does  not  und* 
the  language  in  which  they  pies 
causes.  It  may,  of  course,  be  sa 
competent  interpreters  are  ap; 
in  these  Courts,  and  I  have  no 
to  say  anything  derogatory  o: 
gentlemen,  but  as  a  rule  th 
professional  men,  who  are 
acquainted  with  the  Englisl 
with  the  Welsh  language 
they  very  often  fail  tho: 
to  understand  either  the  i 
or  the  questions.  In  Carnarvon 
Bangor  the  gentlemen  who  aci 
terpreters  have  great  knowledge 
language  and  great  literary  gift 
Sir,  it  is  impossible  for  an  inte 
however  skilful,  to  convey  to  th 
all  the  shades  and  differences  of  r 
in  a  witness's  answers.  In  case 
words  are  used  which  have  a 
meaning  the  interpreter  is  rei 
Judge.  In  1872,  on  the  Motioi 
right  hon.  Member  for  East  D 
shire  (Mr.  Osborne  Morgan),  the 
passed  a  Resolution  to  the  effeo 
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That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  House,  it  is  de- 
tble,  in  the  interest  of  the  due  edministra- 
i  or  justice,  thai  the  Judge  of  a  County 
nt  District  in  which  the  Welsh  language  is 
ertlly  spoken  should,  so  fsr  M  the  limits  ef 
setion  will  allow,  lie  able  to  speak  end 
ierstand  that  language." 
>w,  here  is  a  Judge  recently  appointed 
a  Welsh  -speaking  district,  and  it  is 
t  pretended  that  he  has  any  know- 
Ige  whatever  of  the  Welsh  language, 
hough  there  were  at  least  half-a- 
zen  barristers  qualified  by  their 
owledge  of  the  language  amongst  the 
plicants  for  this  judgeship.  The 
inion  of  all  classes  throughout  Wales 

hostile  to  this  appointment.  Not 
arely  Welsh  Liberals  deprecate  it, 
it  gentlemen  who  have  no  sympathy 
th  the  views  of  those  sitting  on  this 
le  of  the  House  condemn  it.  Sir 
hn  Treleaven,  the  Bishop  of  Bangor, 
Ma  Vaughan — men  who  do  not  hold 
rang  political  views — are  agreed  in 
ndemning  the  action  of  the  Govern- 
eut.  In  University  and  in  legal 
rcles  the  appointment  is  condemned, 
le  Law  Times  says : — 

"  Lord  Halsbury  has  appointed  his  brothers, 
l  wile's  relations,  his  friends'  friends,  sad, 
eationaUy  those  who  have  done  service  to 
•  Party ;  but  it  never  seems  to  have  occurred 
him  to  be  necessary  that  a  man  should  be  a 
od  lawyer,  and  have  some  experience  at  the 
sT  in  order  to  be  a  good  Judge." 

imilar  opinions  have  been  expressed 
f  other  legal  authorities,  but  I  rest 
iy  case  upon  the  Resolution  of  the 
louse  of  Lords,  and  I  think  appoint- 
ments of  this  character,  in  defiance  of 
is  express  order  of  the  House  of 
ODimons,  really  amounts  to  contempt. 
beg  to  move  the  Resolution  standing 

my  name. 

Amendment  proposed, 
To  leave  out  from  the  word  "That"  to  the 
id  of  the  Question,  in  order  to  add  the  words 
this  House,  in  the  interest*  of  the  due 
Iministration  of  justice,  and  in  face  of  the 
Molution  of  this  House  of  8th  March  1872, 
grata  the  appointment  to  the  judgeship  of  a 
aunty  Court  District  in  which  the  Welsh 
ogusgo  is  generally  spoken,  of  'a  gentleman 
bo  is  unable  to  speak  or  understand  that 
nguage,"—  (Jfr.  lAoyd-Georgt,) 
-instead  thereof. 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
roposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
uestion." 

Mb.  DAVID  THOMAS  (Merthv 
ydvil) :  I  desire,  Sir,  to  second  th 


otion,  and  1  do  so  on  precisely  similar 
grounds  to  those  upon  which  my  hon. 
Friend  based  his  case.  I  am  sorry  it 
should  be  necessary  to  dispel  certain 
illusions  which  have  taken  hold  of  the 
mind  of  the  people  in  England.  It  is 
suggested  again  that  we  are  once  more 
raising  the  cry  of  "Wales  for  the 
Welsh,"  and  that  we  are  endeavouring 
to  foster  the  Welsh  language.  For  my 
own  part,  I  desire  explicitly  to  repudiate 
that  suggestion.  We  have  no  desire 
to  raise  any  such  cry,  for  that  would 
imply  a  confession  of  our  inability  to 
compete  with  Englishmen,  Scotchmen, 
and  Irishmen  upon  equal  grounds. 
Nor  have  we  any  desire  to  stimulate 
the  Welsh  language  by  artificial  means. 
The  Welsh  language  is  very  well  able 
to  take  care  of  itself.  But,  Sir,  what 
I  wish  to  point  out  to  the  House  is 
this ;  that  the  Resolution  passed  in 
1872  refers  particularly  to  this  district 
to  which  Judge  Beresford  has  been 
appointed,  a  district  which  forms  one 
of  the  most  Welsh  parts  of  Wales. 
I  do  not  know  what  the  defence  of  the 
Government  may  be,  or  if  they  will  set 
up  any  at  all,  but  it  has  occurred  to 
me  that  possibly  this  appointment  was 
due  to  an  oversight  on  their  part.  If 
they  defend  themselves  by  saying  this 
is  not  a  Welsh -speaking  district,  I  would 
remind  them  that  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  East  Denbigh- 
shire raised  the  question  in  1872  in 
relation  to  this  very  circuit  to  which 
Judge  Beresford  has  been  appointed, 
A  larger  number  of  people  speak  Welsh 
to-day  than  was  the  case  in  1872, 
though  I  do  not  say  that  the  propor- 
tion is  larger  ;  but,  in  consequence  of 
the  increase  in  population,  the  actual 
number  is  greater  now  than  in  1872. 
The  present  Government  has  repeatedly 
recognised  the  necessity  for  appoint- 
ing WelBh-speaking  officials.  That 
was  done,  for  example,  in  the  Factory 
Act  and  in  the  Mineu  Regulation  Act. 
I  have  nothing  to  say  against  Judge 
Beresford.  I  have  alwayB  heard  him 
spoken  of  as  an  extremely  fair-minded 
man,  and  until  to-day  I  knew 
nothing  about  his  connection  with  the 
Prime  Minister.  Upon  his  legal  quali- 
fications I  do  not  feel  competent  to 
express  any  opinion,  but  I  do  say  that 
the  appointment  of  an  English-speak- 
ing Judge  to  a  Welsh-speaking  district. 
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in  the  face  of  the  Resolution  of  1872, 
is  more  or  less  a  reflection  on  the  Welsh- 
speaking  barristers  of  the  North  and 
South  Wales  Circuits,  and  on  the 
Welsh  Stipendiary  Magistrates,  who 
are  of  sufficient  standing  for  the 
post  of  County  Court  Judge.  Selec- 
tions from  the  Stipendiary  Magistrates 
have  already  been  made,  as  in  the  case 
of  Judge  Bishop  and  Judge  Gwilym 
Williams.  If  the  Government  are  pre- 
pared to  defend  the  appointment,  I  hope 
the  House  will  not  hesitate  to  express 
its  strong  condemnation  of  the  con- 
tempt shown  by  the  Government  for 
the  Resolution  passed  in  1872.  That 
Resolution  requires  not  merely  that 
ceteris  paribtis  preference  should  be 
given  to  Welsh-speaking  barristers,  but 
that  a  Welsh-speaking  barrister  shall 
be  appointed  to  the  Mid  Wales  Circuit 
if  a  competent  man  can  be  found. 
*(4.20.)  The  ATTORNEY  GENE- 
RAL (Sir  Richard  Webster,  Isle 
of  Wight) :  I  can  assure  the  hon. 
Gentlemen  the  Mover  and  the  Seconder 
of  this  Amendment  that  I  sympathise  to 
a  very  great  extent  with  what  I  may 
call  the  national  sentiment  to  which 
they  have  referred  in  many  of  the  obser- 
vations they  have  made.  I  have  not 
the  slightest  intention  of  saying  a  word 
in  depreciation  of  the  Welsh  language, 
with  which,  unfortunately,  I  am  not 
acquainted.  But  I  confess  that  as  this 
Amendment  has  been  moved  and 
seconded  in  language  which  suggests 
that  a  contempt  of  the  Resolution  of 
the  House  of  Commons  has  been  com- 
mitted, I  think  it  is  desirable  that  the 
House  should  have  a  few  facts,  and 
should  know  a  little  more  about  the 
history  of  this  matter.  If  what  the 
hon.  Gentlemen  allege  is  a  contempt 
of  the  House  of  Commons  it  is  a 
contempt  of  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Midlothian 
and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Derby,  and  many  other 
right  hon.  Gentlemen  who  acted  when 
the  Resolution  was  much  more  recent 
than  it  is  at  the  present  time,  have  also 
been  guilty.  I  am  not  going  to  draw 
distinctions  between  the  barristers  who 
could  and  who  could  not  speak  Welsh, 
because  I  have,  in  my  present  position, 
the  privilege  of  knowing  a  great  deal  of 
the  members  of  my  profession,  and  I 
will  assume  the  Mover  and  the  Seconder 

Mr.  David  Thomas 


of  this  Amendment  said  what  was  p 
fectly  right  when  they  said  that  th< 
were  gentlemen  at  the  Bar  who 
possess  a  knowledge  of  Welsh,  and  w 
would  be  well  qualified  to  dischai 
the  duties  of  a  County  Court  Jud 
But  having  regard  to  the  hist< 
of  this  Resolution  and  what  1 
happened  since,  I  would  submit 
those  who  proposed  this  Amei 
ment,  that  in  their  somewhat  sev> 
strictures  upon  Her  Majesty's  Gove 
ment  they  rather  overshot  the  ma 
The  Resolution  that  was  passed 
1872  was  passed  upon  a  quest 
that  referred  to  this  particular  C 
cuit — the  Mid  Wales  Circuit.  1 
first  appointment  made  after  the  Rei 
lution  of  1872  was  in  October,  18 
when  one  of  the  most  honoured  of  < 
County  Court  Judges  was  appoint 
and  I  am  quite  sure  that  than  I 
(afterwards  Sir)  Horatio  Lloyd,  thi 
never  was  a  more  competent  man  ^ 
sat  upon  the  Bench.  I  believe  that ! 
Horatio  Lloyd  was  not  able 
speak  Welsh,  and  was  not  able  to 
more  than  understand  a  very  little 
it.  He  was  appointed  on  his  men 
I  know  Sir  Horatio  Lloyd  has  oo 
stantly'  been  in  Welsh-speaking  d 
tricts,  and  I  am  not  aware  of  a  sinj 
complaint  ever  having  been  made  agaii 
him  based  upon  the  fact  that  he  * 
not  able  to  speak  the  Welsh  languaj 
The  next  appointment  that  was  ma 
was  in  January,  1878,  and  it  was  tl 
of  a  very  distinguished  lawyer,  t 
father  of  the  gentleman  whose  nai 
has  given  rise  to  this  Amendment, 
knew  him  intimately ;  and  though 
did  not  wear  a  silk  gown,  there  v 
no  more  distinguished  lawyer, 
was  constantly  consulted,  as  I  kn< 
in  cases  of  great  importance.  Parts 
the  circuit  over  which  Judge  Bei 
ford  presided  were  most  unquestiona 
in  the  Welsh-speaking  districts, 
was  there  for  13  years.    Mr.  Beresfi 

E resided  with  great  satisfaction  o 
is  Court  for  all  these  years.  (Criei 
"  No,  no.")  Hon.  Members  oppoi 
must  pardon  me  for  saying  that  I  sp 
with  an  intimate  knowledge  of  the  p 
fession,  and  I  am  not  aware  of  i 
suggestion  ever  made  that  he  was  not  < 
of  the  most  distinguished  and  compet 
of  our  County  Court  Judges.  Then< 
appointment   was   in  February,  18 


*33  County  Court  Judges      {19  February,  1892} 


in  Wales. 


834 


tt  the  time  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Midlothian  was  Prime 
Minister,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Derby  was  Home  Secretary, 
wd  Lord  Selborne  was  Lord  Chancellor. 
\t  that  time  the  Resolution  of  the 
House  of  Commons  was  wrell  known. 
¥et  who  was  appointed?  Why,  Mr. 
Dwen  to  Brecknockshire  and  Glamor- 
ganshire, and  he  had  no  qualification 
whatever  as  to  speaking  Welsh. 
[  will  not  argue  the  merits  of  the  case ; 
Mit  we  know  that  the  Government, 
which  had  as  a  Member  of  it  one  who 
8  as  much  a  Welshman  as  my  right 
ion.  Friend  opposite,  made  appoint- 
nents  inconsistent  with  this  Resolution. 
[t  seems  to  me  to  be  very  strong  to 
speak  of  action  taken 'some  seven  years 
ater  as  being  in  contempt  of  that  Re- 
tolution.  In  October,  1884,  Mr. 
j.  Williams  was  appointed  by  the  then 
Lord  Chancellor  to  the  Circuit  also 
nciuding  Brecknock  and  parts  of  Gla- 
morganshire. In  January,  1886,  Mr. 
Bishop  was  appointed  ;  and  I  call  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  the  fact  that 
rhe  Lord  Chancellor,  who  is  said  to  be 
contemptuous  of  the  Resolution,  so 
appointed  a  gentleman  who  did  speak 
die  Welsh  language.  In  July,  1885, 
iUst  after  our  coming  into  office,  Mr. 
Brymnor  Jones  was  appointed.  He 
fclso  is  able  to  speak  Welsh,  although 
tie  is  now  a  distinguished  County 
Court  Judge  in  districts  where  Welsh 
speaking  is  not  required.  I  desire, 
Further,  to  point  out  that  Her 
Majesty's  Government,  when  they 
have  had  to  decide  these  questions 
mainly  on  the  advice  of  the  Lord 
Chancellor,  have  made  more  appoint- 
ments of  Welsh-speaking  Judges  than 
the  Government  of  the  right  hon. 
Member  for  Midlothian.  I  am  not 
here  to  say  that  his  Honour,  Judge 
Beresford,  is  a  better  lawyer,  or  better 
Qualified  to  sit  as  a  County  Court 
Judge,  than  other  members  of  the  Bar 
of  that  Circuit.  In  fact,  I  was  a  little 
surprised  to  hear  the  hon.  Member 
for  Carnarvon  limit  the  number  of 
other  gentlemen  equally  well  qualified 
to  six.  The  circumstances  affecting 
Mr.  Beresford  were  certainly  unusual. 
His  father  was  a  County  Court  Judge 
For  13  years  in  the  adjoining  district, 
Circuit  31.  He  had  not  been  in  good 
health  during  his  later  years,  and  Mr. 


Cecil  Beresford  had  sat  for  him  re- 
peatedly. I  am  doing  no  more  than 
justice  when  I  state  that  while  so 
sitting  as  a  Deputy  Judge  he  gave 
universal  satisfaction,  and  I  do  not 
believe  that  any  professional  Member 
of  this  House,  who  ever  practised 
before  him,  will  say  anything  to  the 
contrary.  And  that  is  not  all.  There 
came  from  the  district  in  which  he  had 
sat  as  a  Judge — a  district  in  which, 
according  to  the  contention  of  the  hon. 
Mover  and  Seconder  of  this  Motion,  a 
Welsh-speaking  Judge  was  required — 
a  very  largely  signed  Petition  asking 
for  his  appointment.  I  do  not  suppose 
the  gentlemen  who  presented  that  Peti- 
tion were  indifferent  to  the  considera- 
tion as  to  a  Welsh-speaking  Judge,  and 
I  dare  say  they  were  ignorant  of  the 
Resolution  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
which  had  been  disregarded  on  five  or 
six  occasions  before.  But  Mr.  Beresford 
was  appointed  accordingly.  His  Honor 
Judge  Bishop,  who  was  then 
Judge  of  Circuit  No.  28,  Mid- Wales, 
was  transferred  to  the  Circuit  over 
which  the  late  Judge  Beresford  had 
presided,  and  Mr.  Beresford  was  ap- 
pointed to  No.  28. .  I  have  taken  some 
pains  to  inform  myself  as  to  what  has 
happened  during  the  time  Mr.  Beresford 
has  been  sitting  as  Judge,  and  it  is  no 
exaggeration  to  say  that  when  the  ques 
tion  arose  of  his  removal  to  another 
place,  persons  of  all  parties  and  all 
sections  of  the  Press,  without  regard  to 
politics,  expressed  a  hope  that  he  would 
not  be  removed.  I  think  it  is  only 
common  fairness  to  an  absent  Member 
of  the  Government  to  ask  hon.  Mem- 
bers to  come  to  the  conclusion  that  he 
fairly  considered  this  point  on  its 
merits,  especially  as  he  had  himself  on 
two  previous  occasions  appointed  a 
gentleman  who  could  speak  Welsh, 
and  I  would  suggest  to  this  House 
that  the  idea  of  a  contemptuous  inten- 
tion to  disregard  the  Resolution  of  1872 
is  an  exaggeration.  I  do  not  wish  to 
argue  at  any  length  the  question  of  the 
necessity  of  appointing  Welsh -speaking 
Judges.  I  am  not  going  to  suggest 
that  it  should  not  be  taken  into  con- 
sideration ;  but  I  do  know  this, 
from  barristers  practising  in  these 
Courts,  that  repeatedly  witnesses 
who  are  examined  in  Welsh  answer  in 
English,  and  also  &&  \fo»fc  Qgra&ttNt 
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may  be  put  in  English.  I  am  not 
suggesting  that  there  are  no  cases  at 
times  when  knowledge  of  the  language 
would  be  desirable,  but  I  am  referring 
to  the  general  practice.  I  believe  that 
for  many  years  past  every  child  in  Wales 
has  been  taught  English  as  well  as 
Welsh.  It  is  an  honour  to  the  Welsh 
nation  that  that  should'  be  so ;  but  so 
far  as  this  demand  is  concerned,  it  has 
been  certainly  decreasing  in  importance 
from  1872  down  to  1891.  I  hope  I 
have  shown  no  feeling  but  one  of 
sympathy  with  the  national  sentiment 
of  Wales,  for  I  have  not  the  slightest 
intention  of  going  in  face  of  the  Reso- 
lution of  the  House  of  Commons,  or 
outraging  the  feelings  of  hon.  Members 
from  Wales ;  and  I  trust  that  those 
who  may  follow  me  will  deal  with 
my  remarks  in  the  same  spirit  as  that 
in  which  I  have  addressed  them  in  this 
House. 

::(4.45.)  Mr.G.  OSBORNE  MORGAN 
(Denbighshire,  E.) :  I  must  say  I  am 
very*  much  disappointed  with  the  ex- 
planation which  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  has  offered.  The  onlv 
defence  he  has  set  up  for  the  Govern- 
ment of  which  he  is  a  Member  is,  that 
other  Governments  have  done  the  same 
thing ;  but  even  if  that  were  so,  two 
blacks  do  not  make  a  white.  I  do  not 
regard  this  as  in  any  way  a  Party 
question,  and  therefore  I  shall  put 
aside  all  he  has  said  on  that  subject. 
Now  what  are  the  facts  ?  Mr.  Horatio 
Lloyd,  who,  I  believe,  was  appointed 
under  the  Government  of  the  right  hon. 
Member  for  Midlothian,  does  not  speak 
the  Welsh  language ;  but,  if  my 
memory  serves  me,  he  told  me  on  the 
occasion  of  his  appointment  that 
he  was  able  to  understand  what  Welsh 
witnesses  said,  and  to  check  anv  mis- 
takes  they  made.  In  February,  1884, 
Mr.  Gwyn-Owen  was  appointed  to  the 
post,  and  I  should  have  supposed  that 
anyone  bearing  that  name  would 
speak  Welsh.  He  was  very  soon  after 
transferred  to  another  post,  and  Mr. 
Gwilym  Williams,  one  of  the  best 
Welsh  scholars,  I  know,  was  appointed  to 
it.  From  that  time  every  County  Court 
Judge  who  has  held  that  post  has 
been  perfectly  competent  to  deal  with 
Welsh  witnesses,  and  to  speak  and 
understand  the  language.  The  Attorney 
General  says  that  he  does  not  wish  to 
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argue  the  question  of  appointing  Welsh- 
speaking  Judges  in  Welsh-speaking  dis- 
tricts, and  I  am  not  surprised,  became 
the  question  is  concluded  by  the  Resolu- 
tion of  the  House  of  Commons,  which, 
if  it  means  anything,  means  that  if  you 
can  get  a  competent  man  who  speaks 
the  Welsh  language,  he  should  be 
appointed.  The  Resolution  which  I 
had  the  honour  of  bringing  forward, 
and  I  am  sorrv  to  sav  I  believe  I  am 
the  onlv  Member  now  left  in  the 
House  of  Commons  who  took  part  in 
the  Debate  on  that  occasion,  dealt  with 
the  very  circuit  with  which  we  are 
now  dealing,  and  there  never  was  a 
question  so  exhaustively  debated,  or  a 
Resolution  at  which  the  House  arrived 
with  such  perfect  unanimity.  The  onlv 
shadow  of  objection  to  it  was  an  old 
Statute  of  Henry  VIII.,  which  has  since 
been  repealed.  Speaking  on  that  occa- 
sion as  the  representative  of  the  Govern- 
ment, my  noble  Friend  Lord  Aberdare, 
then  Mr.  Bruce,  said  legal  fitness  was, 
of  course,  always  the  first  considera- 
tion ;  but  he  was  sure,  after  what  they 
had  heard  that  night,  that  for  the 
future  Governments  would  have  weaid 
to  a  knowledge  of  Welsh  in  making 
these  appointments.  Are  we  to  under- 
stand that  there  is  a  Government  now 
in  Office  which  has  no  regard  to  the 
qualification  of  speaking  Welsh?  he- 
cause,  if  it  is  so,  it  is  desirable  that 
we  should  know  it.  I  see  the  Home 
Secretary  in  his  place,  and  remember 
the  answer  he  gave  in  reply  to  a 
Motion  I  made  as  to  the  appointment 
of  a  Sub-Inspector,  who  could  not  speak 
Welsh,  to  a  mining  district  in  which 
the  Welsh  language  was  almost  ex- 
clusively spoken.  As  soon  as  that 
appointment  was  made  I  had,  a* 
Chairman  of  Petty  Sessions,  to  adjudi- 
cate upon  a  summons  taken  out  by 
that  gentleman  against  the  lessees  of 
the  mine  for  a  breach  of  the  Mines 
Regulation  Act.  The  prosecution  broke 
down  on  other  grounds,  but  in  any 
case  it  must  have  broken  down,  because 
the  Mining  Inspector  could  not  speak 
a  word  of  Welsh,  and  those  from 
whom  he  got  his  information  couH 
not  speak  a  word  of  English,  so 
that  the  whole  of  the  proceedings 
had  to  be  carried  on  in  a  sort  of  dumb 
show.  That  is  not  exactly  the  same 
I  case  as  this,  but,  at  any  rafe,  if  the 
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right  hon.  Gentleman  had  heard  it 
urgued,  he  would  have  felt  as  I  do,  that 
t  was  wrong  to  appoint  a  gentleman  to 
ihat  office  who  could  not  speak  the 
Welsh  language.  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Attorney  General  did  not 
pat  forward  any  kind  of  defence 
igainst  the  Motion,  for  he  did  not 
9?en  suggest  that  a  good  man  could 
not  have  been  found  who  could  speak 
Welsh.  It  used  to  be  said,  when  com- 
plaints were  made  of  the  non-appoint- 
ment of  Welsh-speaking  Bishops,  that 
frou  could  not  find  a  Welshman  compe- 
&nt  to  take  the  post,  but  that  objection 
s  now  never  raised,  and  whatever  we 
nay  think  of  the  political  or  other 
>pinions  of  the  Welsh  Bishops,  abler 
Den  do  not  sit  upon  the  Episcopal 
Bench.  What  I  want  to  impress  upon 
he  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  is  the 
act  that  it  is  not  only  important  that 
re  should  have  men  who  will  administer 
ostice  duly,  but -that  the  people  before 
rhom  they  administer  it  should  be  per- 
ectly  confident  that  it  is  so  adminis- 
ered ;  and  unless  you  have  a  man  who 
b  familiar  with  the  Welsh  people  and 
he  Welsh  language,  is  is  perfectly 
mpossible  that  such  a  feeling  of  confi- 
lence  can  be  created.  I  do  not  think 
fc  necessary  to  argue  the  question  any 
orther,  for  it  is  really  concluded  by  the 
Resolution,  and  as  long  as  it  stands  on 
he  Order  Book  of  this  House,  to  treat 
fc  as  my  hon.  and  learned  Friend  has 
ust  done  is  to  treat  it  as  if  it  were 
lothing  better  than  waste  paper.  If 
he  answer  we  have  heard  from  him  is 
ill  the  Government  can  give,  I  sincerely 
rust  that  my  hon.  Friend  will  persevere 
nth  his  Motion,  and  I  shall  be  very 
lappy  to  support  it. 

(4.55.)  Sir  J.  PULESTON  (Devon- 
»rt)  :  I  have  never  wavered  in 
ny  contention  in  favour  of  the  prin- 
iple  of  the  Motion  now  moved  by  the 
ion.  Member  opposite,  and  on  more 
han  one  occasion,  when  the  question 
las  been  raised  during  the  nearly  19 
ears  in  which  I  have  been  in  this 
louse,  I  have  always  taken  exactly 
he  same  position  as  I  do  now,  namely, 
bat  a  Welsh-speaking  barrister  should 
Iways  be  appointed  to  a  County  Court 
udgeship  in  the  Principality.  The 
ight  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  found  it 
Dnvenient,  in  view  of  the  facts  pre- 
jnted  by  the  Attorney  General,  to  say 


this  was  not  a  Party  question  ;  but  he 
will  not  hesitate  to  call  it  a  Party  ques- 
tion directly  he  gets  outside  this  House, 
and  he  will  take  very  good  care  not  to 
explain  his  want  of  Welsh  patriotism 
in  failing  to  call  attention  to  this 
question  within  a  few  years  after 
the  passing  of  his  own  Resolution. 
He  passed  over,  in  solemn  silence, 
jobs  committed  by  the  Government 
of  which  he  was  himself  a  Member. 
Eeference  has  been  made  to  the  case  of 
Mr.  Brymnor  Jones.  It  was  generally 
understood  that  there  was  no  more 
brilliant  man  at  the  Bar,  but  when  he 
was  appointed  it  so  happened  he  had 
just  been  defeated  as  the  Liberal  can- 
didate for  Mid  Glamorgan. 

Mr.  S.  EVANS:  Mr.  Jones  never 
was  a  candidate  for  that  constituency. 

Sir  J.  PULESTON:  He  was  "a 
well-known  politician,  and  while  I 
apologise  very  gladly  for  what  I  have 
said,  I  may  explain  that  he  was,  at  all 
events,  mentioned  in  the  papers  as  a 
possible  candidate.  I  do  not  defend 
this  appointment  of  Mr.  Beresford.  On 
the  contrary,  I  condemn  it  in  the 
strongest  possible  manner,  and  I  shall 
vote  gladly  in  favour  of  the  Resolution  ; 
but  I  think  that  the  Lord  Chancellor 
probably  did  not  have  in  his  mind  the 
Resolution  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
and  did  have  regard  to  precedents  set 
by  former  Liberal  Governments.  He 
had  other  reasons,  however,  to  suppose 
that  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Beresford 
would  be  acceptable  in  Wales,  for  a 
memorial  was  presented  which  I  believe 
was  signed  by  an  hon.  Member  oppo- 
site. 

Mr.  S.  EVANS :  I  did  not  sign  the 
memorial,  and  I  refused  to  do  so. 

Sir  J.  PULESTON:  My  autho- 
rity is  a  paper  published  in  his  own 
Eart  of  Wales,  and  I  regret  that  I  have 
een  misled  into  that  statement. 
I  do  not  admit  that  such  circumstances 
ever  occur  that  there  is  not  one  Welsh- 
man to  be  found  in  eight  or  ten  years 
fitted  to  occupy  the  position  of  County 
Court  Judge.  I  do  not  know  how 
many  applicants  there  were  for  this 
post,  but  I  know  several  men  eminent 
at  the  Bar  and  thoroughly  conversant 
with  the  Welsh  language — including  a 
Member  of  this  House — who  would  have 
adorned  the  position.  I  agree  that 
what  has  been  said  doo%  tk&  ^n\.%^& 
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that  Mr.  Beresford  had  not  the  proper 
legal  qualifications  for  the  post,  and  I 
regret  that  the  hon.  Member,  after 
stating  that,  should  have  thought  it 
necessary  to  read  an  extract  from  a 
letter  to  the  Law  Times  condemnatory 

• 

of  his  qualification.  I  hope,  now  that 
the  question  has  been  again  so 
prominently  brought  forward,  no  ap- 
pointments will  in  future  be  made  in 
contravention  of  the  Resolution  passed 
in  1872.  Apart  from  the  question  of 
the  Welsh  language,  which  is  a  very 
serious  matter,  we  claim  that  we  have 
a  sentimental  right  to  have  Welshmen 
in  Welsh  places,  especially  as  a  know- 
ledge of  Welsh  is  essential  to  the  right 
administration  of  justice  in  peculiarly 
Welsh  districts.  It  is  impossible  to 
administer  justice  with  equity  through 
the  medium  of  an  interpreter  ;  we  know 
the  difficulty  in  our  own  English 
Courts.  I  trust  that,  in  future,  no 
Lord  Chancellor  of  any  Party  will 
venture  to  disregard  the  national  aspira- 
tions and  national  feelings  of  justice 
and  right  which  is  attached  to  the 
appointment  of  Welsh  County  Court 
Judges. 

(5.6.)  Mr.  BOWEN  ROWLANDS 
(Cardiganshire)  :  I  only  desire,  Sir, 
to  say  a  few  wrords  on  the  ob- 
servations which  fell  from  the  Attor- 
ney General,  and  first,  as  usual,  I 
am  bound  to  congratulate  him  upon  the 
admirable  tone  and  temper  in  which  he 
dealt  with  the  question.  I  did  not 
expect  anything  else,  but  I  was  sur- 
prised at  the  weakness  of  the  case  he 
made  out.  He  confessed  that  a  know- 
ledge of  Welsh  is  an  important  element 
to  consider  in  making  the  appointment 
of  County  Court  Judges  ;  then,  I  ask, 
what  peculiar  characteristics  are  there 
in  the  person  now  holding  the  post 
which  led  to  that  important  element 
being  disregarded  in  this  case  ?  I  ask 
this  the  more  because,  though  I  have 
the  honour  of  being  acquainted  with 
Judge  Beresford,  I  am  acquainted 
with  barristers  who  are  conversant  writh 
the  Welsh  language,  and  eminently 
qualified  to  adorn  the  position.  What 
are  the  distinguishing  characteristics 
which  led  to  the  appointment  of  Mr. 
Beresford  in  disregard  of  this  admit- 
tedly important  qualification,  instead 
of  others  whom  the  Attorney  General 
admits  were  capable,   as   capable,   of 

Sir  J.  Pukston 


performing  the  duties  of  the  office? 
think  the  Attorney  General  surrender 
the  whole  case  when  he  admits  tha 
there  were  others  qualified  to  fulfil  th 
duties,  unless  some  supporter  of  tb 
Government  gets  up  and  points  ou 
some  distinguishing  characteristics  i 
the  case.  Names  of  other  Judges  ha\ 
been  mentioned  as  those  of  men  we 
worthy  of  respect.  Sir  Horatio  Lloy 
was  mentioned.  He  was  a  worthy  an 
competent  Judge,  but  he  understoo 
Welsh  enough  to  check  witnesses,  an 
was  imbued  with  a  thorough  knowledg 
of  Welsh  life,  so  that  he  could  follo\ 
the  reasoning  of  witnesses  in  describin 
their  conduct  on  particular  occasions 
All  his  case  proves,  if  he  were  not,  tha 
some  man  of  great  ability  and  specif 
qualification  may  be  so  fitted  for  a  pos 
as  to  be  able  to  surmount  the  grea 
objection  of  want  of  knowledge  of  tb 
language.  There  is  another  Judge,  Mr 
Stevenson  OwTen,  County  Court  Judge 
for  Cardiff.  The  Attorney  Generai 
said  that  he  was  Judge  for  the  district 
of  Brecknockshire  and  part  of  Glamor- 
ganshire. That  is  somewhat  misleading. 
The  most  important  part  of  his  work  is 
done  in  the  English-speaking  Courts  of 
Cardiff  and  Newport,  though  he  is  also 
Judge  of  some  small  part  of  Brecknock. 
The  Attorney  General  spoke  of  a 
memorial  in  Judge  Beresford's  favour. 
I  do  not  think  such  memorials  are  to 
be  preferred  to  the  popular  election  oi 
Judges,  to  which  hon.  Gentlemen  oppo- 
site have  such  an  objection.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  said  that  when  it  waf 
proposed  to  remove  him,  every  sectioi 
of  politics  and  school  of  though 
united  in  his  favour.  I  should  % 
to  ask,  why  was  it  proposed  to  re 
move  him,  unless  in  obedience  to  i 
large  national  demand  for  his  removal 
I  can  hardly  conceive  it  entering  int 
the  head  of  the  Government,  unless  thei 
conscience  pricked  them 

Sir  RICHARD  WEBSTER:  Isai 
I  understood  that,  in  consequence  ( 
some  correspondence  as  to  his  ne 
speaking  Welsh,  a  paragraph  appeare 
in  a  paper  to  the  effect  that  he  wj 
going  to  be  removed,  and  that  pan 
graph  was  repeated  for  some  weeks. 

Mr.  B.  ROWLANDS :  I  thought  h 
said  it  was  proposed  to  remov 
Judge  Beresford.  I  understand  noi 
that    there   was  a  tumult  or   excite 
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ment  in  the  country,  which  was  shown 
by  a  large  number  of  letters  in  news- 

Cpers,  and  articles  pointing  out  that 
was  not  so  distinguished  in  other 
respects  as  to  justify  his  being  made  an 
exception  to  the  rule  laid  down  so  many 
years  ago,  which  the  Attorney  General 
admits    is    very    applicable    to    cases 
analagous  to  the  present  one.     That 
there  was  this  feeling — not  against  Mr. 
Beresford    personally — is  undeniable; 
there  was  a  unanimous  chorus  of  dis- 
approbation of  the  appointment  which 
was  supposed,  rightly  or  wrongly,  not 
to  be  the  work  of  the  Lord  Chancellor, 
who  from  his  connection  with  Wales 
would  have  been  desirous  to  do  what 
was  right  and  proper ;  it  was  supposed 
to  be    the    result  of    some    powerful 
motive  with  which  the  Lord  Chancel- 
lor had  no  personal  or  immediate  con- 
cern.    If    there    were    no    particular 
motive,  what  was  the  reason  of  the 
appointment  ?    Was  it  that  his  father 
had    previously    held    the    post     of 
County  Court  Judge?     The  Attorney 
General    referred    to    witnesses    who 
spoke  English.     I  do  not  quite  under- 
stand the  purport  of  it.     He  said  that 
some    witnesses    about    to    speak    in 
Welsh,   the  interpreter    being  sworn, 
answered  in  English  instead.    I  have 
known  great  wrong  to  have  been  done 
in  consequence    of    witnesses    having 
been  forced  to  speak  in  English  who 
ought  to  have  been  allowed  to  speak  in 
Welsh.     They  were  able  to  understand 
the  ordinary  language  of  the  oath  in 
English,  but  were  unable  to  follow  the 
intricacies  of  a  subtle  argument,  into 
which  they  were  led  by  a  skilful  person. 
One  of  these  Courts  is  in  the  county  I 
represent,  and  I  honestly  believe,  from 
my  knowledge  of  these  and  other  places, 
that  a  knowledge  of  Welsh  is  a  very 
desirable  thing.     No  one  suggests  that 
a  knowledge  of  Welsh  is  to  be  so  pre- 
ferentially   considered    that    eminent 
legal  and  other  qualifications  are  to  be 
deferred  to  it,  but  there  is  no  claim  of 
superior  qualification  in  this  case.     The 
Attorney  General  says  that  one  benefit 
of  the  Debate  will  be  that  the  Resolution 
of  1872  will  be  brought   into  greater 
prominence,  but  he  says  the  Govern- 
ment had  taken  it  into  consideration 
already.     If  these  facts — the  circum- 
stances of  the  locality  and  the  Eesolution 
— had  been  committed  to    the    hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman,  he  would,  I  am 

VOL.  I.  [new  series.] 


certain,  have  appointed  a  person  satis- 
factory to  the  Welsh  people  in  regard 
to  his  knowledge  of  Welsh.  The 
Government  have  disregarded  a  Resolu- 
tion passed  by  the  House  of  Commons, 
and  whether  it  be  called  contempt  or 
disregard  is  a  mere  question  of  words. 
This  gentleman  was  appointed  to  the 
dissatisfaction  of  the  Welsh  people, 
who  expressed  their  feeling  in  every 
constitutional  way,  and  they  now  speak 
through  their  Representatives  and  some 
who  desire  in  the  future  to  represent 
them,  and  the  hon.  Gentleman  opposite 
found  himself  so  placed  that  he  was 
bound  to  rise  and  join  in  the  unanimous 
denunciation. 

Sir  J.  PULESTON:  I  particu- 
larly called  attention  to  the  fact  that  long 
ago,  before  the  question  was  present  to 
the  mind  of  the  hon.  Gentleman, 
I  had  spoken  in  this  House  and  else- 
where as  strongly  on  it  as  I  have  spoken 
to-night. 

Mr.  B.  ROWLANDS :  That  is  what 
I  meant  to  say;  he  is  able  con- 
scientiously, in  accordance  with  his 
feelings,  to  join  us  in  repeating  his 
condemnation  to  which  he  has  so  patri- 
otically given  voice  on  other  occasions, 
and  winch  I  cordially  agree  with. 

(5.20.)  Mr.  KENYON  (Denbigh, 
Sec.)  :  I  hold  somewhat  strong 
opinions  on  the  Welsh  language, 
especially  in  regard  to  its  use  and  in- 
fluence in  Wales,  but  I  hope  not  so 
much  as  to  bias  my  judgment  on  this 
point.  If  we  were  to  consider  the 
Welsh  language  in  all  its  bearings  in 
this  respect  I  am  afraid  some  of  us 
who  represent  Welsh  constituencies 
might  not  occupy  the  positions  that  we 
do.  When  the  question  was  raised 
some  years  ago  I  could  only  find  one 
hon.  Gentleman,  the  hon.  Member  for 
Merionethshire,  who  was  capable  of 
speaking  Welsh.  I  do  not,  however, 
carry  my  loved  Welsh  to  a  ridiculous 
point.  I  am  a  lawyer  myself,  but, 
having  never  practised,  I  should  like  to 
look  at  this  question  quite  apart  from 
its  legal  aspect.  It  seems  to  me  that 
this  Resolution,  passed  in  1872,  stands 
upon  its  own  merits.  It  was  proposed 
by  a  Welshman  on  one  side  of  the 
House  and  accepted  by  a  typical  Welsh- 
man on  the  other  side ;  but  since  it  was 
passed,  Governments,  whether  from 
this  side  or  that,  have  refused  to  acknow- 
ledge the  totcfc  oi  \\i.    ^.^  >sstfs^Rftj^ 
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exceeding  half  an  acre.  The  answer 
to  the  second  paragraph  is  in  the  nega- 
tive. 

3101  IONS. 


TEACHERS*   REGISTRATION   BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Arthur  Acland,  Bill  to 
provide  for  the  Registration  of  Teachers, 
ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Arthur 
Acland,  Mr.  Sydney  Buxton,  and  Mr.  Hob- 
house. 

Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [Bill  178.] 

coroners'  act  (1887)  amendment 

BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Sir  Walter  Foster.  Bill  to 
amend  "  The  Coroners'  Act,  1887,"  ordered  to 
be  brought  in  by  Sir  Walter  Foster,  Mr. 
Addison,  Mr.  Koby,  Mr.  H.  S.  Wright,  Mr. 
Samuel  Evans,  and  Mr.  John  Kelly. 

Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [Bill  179.] 

WOMEN   COUNTY   COUNCILLORS   BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  James  Stuart,  Bill  to 
enable  Women  to  be  elected  to,  and  to  serve 
on,  County  Councils,  ordered  to  be  brought  in 
by  Mr.  James  Stuart,  Mr.  Henry  J.  Wilson,  and 
Mr.  Channing. 

Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [Bill  180.] 

AGRICULTURAL   TENANTS   IMPROVEMENTS 

BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Seale-Hayne,  Bill  to 
compensate  Agricultural  Tenants  for  all  Im- 
provements, ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr. 
Seale-Hayne,  Mr.  Cobb,  Mr.  Channing,  Mr. 
Thomas  Ellis,  Sir  Bernhard  Samuelson,  Mr. 
Halley  Stewart,  and  Mr.  George  Lambert. 

Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [Bill  181.] 

ORDERS    OF    THE    DAY. 


SUPPLY— COMMITTEE. 

Order  for  Committee  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  Mr.  Speaker  do  now  leave  the 
Chair/' 

COUNTY  COURT  JUDGES  IN  WALES. 

RESOLUTION. 

(4.3.)  Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  (Car- 
narvon, &c):  I  rise,  Sir,  to  call  attention 
to  the  recent  appointment  of  a  County 
Court  Judge  in  Wales,  and  to  move — 

"  That  this  House,  in  the  interest!  of  the  due 
administration  of  justice,  and  in  face  of 
the  Resolution  of  this  House  of  the  8th 
March,  1872,  regrets  the  appointment  to  the 
judgeship  of  a  County  Court  District  in  which 
the  Welsh  language  is  generally  spoken,  of  a 
gentleman  who  is  unable  to  speak  or  under- 
stand that  language." 

Sir  J.  Chrst 


In  submitting  this  Resolution  t< 
House  I  wish  at  the  outset  to  disc 
any  personal  feeling  and  any  desi 
make   any  personal   attack  upon 
gentleman  who  has  been  fortuna 
securing  this    appointment.      I 
some  experience  of  the  courtesy 
which  he  treats  professional  mec 
suitors  ;  that  disarms  opposition  oi 
head.     It  is  only  as  a  matter  of 
that  I  have  brought   this  Resol 
before  the  House,  and  I  think  w 
justified  in  asking  from   the  Mil 
responsible    some  explanation  fo 
perpetration  of  what  appears  ui 
monly  like  a  job.     The  great  ma; 
of  the  people  of  the  district  over  \ 
this  Judge  has  control — the  well- 
classes,  the  squirearchy  and  the  ti 
men — understand  the  English  lang 
but  the  poorer  classes  have  not 
cient  practical  acquaintance  with 
enable  them  to  conduct  their  t 
with  anything  like  precision    in 
County  Court,  which  is  pre-emii 
a  Court  of  the  poor.     The  artisan 
quarry  men,      and      the      agricu 
labourers  transact  all  their  busini 
the  Welsh  language,  and  it  is  a 
strous  injustice  that  to  a  distr 
which  the  vast  majority  of  the  ] 
speak    nothing    but  Welsh,   a 
should  be  appointed  to  determine 
differences  who  does  not  undei 
the  language  in  which  they  pleac 
causes.     It  may,  of  course,  be  sal 
competent  interpreters  are  app 
in  these  Courts,  and  I  have  no 
to    say   anything  derogatory  of 
gentlemen,    but    as  a  rule    the 
professional     men,     who    are 
acquainted    with    the    English 
with      the      Welsh      language, 
they     very     often      fail      thon 
to    understand    either     the    ai 
or  the  questions.    In  Carnarvon 
Bangor  the  gentlemen  who  act 
terpreters  have  great  knowledge 
language  and  great  literary  i&8 
Sir,  it  is  impossible  for  an  inter 
however  skilful,  to  convey  to  the 
all  the  shades  and  differences  of  m 
in  a  witness's  answers.    In  cases 
words  are  used  which  have  a 
meaning   the  interpreter  is  real 
Judge.     In  1872,  on  the  Motion 
right  hon.  Member  for  East  De 
shire  (Mr.  Osborne  Morgan),  the 
passed  a  Resolution  to  the  effect 
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"That,  in  the  opinion  o(  thin  House,  it  in  d«- 
artbla,  in  the  interest  of  the  due  adminiatra- 
lioo  of  justice,  that  the  Judge  of  a  Count; 
Court  District  in  which  the  Welsh  language  in 
paerslly  spoken  should,  to  far  us  the  limits  of 
ttiseuon  will  allow,  be  able  to  speak  and 
mdentand  that  language." 
Now,  here  is  a  Judge  recently  appointed 
tea  Welsh-speaking  district,  and  it  is 
not  pretended  that  he  has  any  know- 
ledge whatever  of  the  Welsh  language, 
although  there  were  at  least  half-a- 
dozen  barristers  qualified  by  their 
knowledge  of  the  language  amongst  the 
applicants  for  this  judgeship.  The 
opinion  of  all  classes  throughout  Wales 
is  hostile  to  this  appointment.  Not 
merely  Welsh  Liberals  deprecate  it, 
but  gentlemen  who  have  no  sympathy 
with  the  views  of  those  sitting  on  this 
ale  of  the  House  condemn  it.  Sir 
John  Treleaven,  the  Bishop  of  Bangor, 
Dean  Vaughan — men  who  do  not  hold 
ttning  political  views — are  agreed  in 
condemning  the  action  of  the  Govern- 
ment. In  University  and  in  legal 
uroles  the  appointment  is  condemned. 
Hie  Law  Times  says  :■ — 

"  Lord  Halsbury  haa  appointed  hit  brothers, 
b  wife's  relatioDi,  his  friends'  friends,  and, 
NCaafonallj  those  who  have  done  service  to 
■a  Party ;  but  it  never  seems  to  have  occurred 
to  him  to  be  necessary  that  a  man  should  be  a 

e  lawyer,  and  have  some  experience  at  the 
m  order  to  be  a  good  Judge." 

Similar  opinions  have  been  expressed 
by  other  legal  authorities,  but  I  rest 
my  case  upon  the  Resolution  of  the 
House  of  Lords,  and  I  think  appoint- 
ments of  this  character,  in  defiance  of 
the  express  order  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  really  amounts  to  contempt. 
I  beg  to  move  the  Resolution  standing 
in  my  name. 

Amendment  proposed, 

To  leave  out  from  the  word  "That  '  to  the 
**i  of  the  Question,  in  order  to  add  the  words 
"ttuj  Home,  in  the  interests  of  the  due 
•^ministration  of  justice,  and  in  face  of  the 
Ktolution  of  this  House  of  6th  March  1872, 
tajrtti  the  appointment  to  the  judgeship  of  a 
County  Court  Diitrict  in  which  the  Welsh 
•oguage  is  generally  spoken,  of  'a  gentleman 
*bo  ie  unable  to  speak  or  understand  that 
IwgiMgV—  (Jfr.  Lloyd-Georo*,) 
—instead  thereof. 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
question." 

aMn.  DAVID  THOMAS  (Moithvr 
Tydvil) :   I   desire,  Sir,  to  second  the 


Mono 


I  1  do  so  on  precisely  similar 
grounds  to  those  u|Kin  which  my  hon. 
Friend  based  his  case.  I  am  sorry  it 
should  be  necessary  to  dispel  certain 
illusions  which  have  taken  hold  of  the 
mind  of  the  people  in  England.  It  is 
suggested  again  that  we  are  once  more 
raising  the  cry  of  "  Wales  for  the 
Welsh,"  and  that  we  are  endeavouring 
to  foster  the  Welsh  language.  For  my 
own  part,  I  desire  explicitly  to  repudiate 
that  suggestion.  We  have  no  desire 
to  raise  any  such  cry,  for  that  would 
imply  a  confession  of  our  inability  to 
compete  with  Englishmen,  Scotchmen, 
and  Irishmen  upon  equal  grounds. 
Nor  have  we  any  desire  to  stimulate 
the  Welsh  language  by  artificial  means. 
The  Welsh  language  is  very  well  able 
to  take  care  of  itself.  But,  Sir,  what 
I  wish  to  point  out  to  the  House  is 
this :  that  the  Resolution  passed  in 
1872  refers  particularly  to  this  district 
to  which  Judge  Beresford  haB  been 
appointed,  a  district  which  forms  one 
of  the  most  Welsh  parts  of  Wales. 
I  do  not  know  what  the  defence  of  the 
Government  inav  be,  or  if  they  will  set 
up  any  at  all,  but  it  has  occurred  to 
me  that  possibly  this  appointment  was 
due  to  an  oversight  on  their  part.  If 
they  defend  themselves  by  saying  this 
is  not  a  Welsh-  speaking  district,  I  would 
remind  them  that  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  East  Denbigh- 
shire raised  the  question  in  1872  in 
relation  to  this  very  circuit  to  which 
Judge  Beresford  has  been  appointed. 
A  larger  number  of  people  speak  Welsh 
to-day  than  was  the  case  in  1872, 
though  I  do  not  say  that  the  propor- 
tion is  larger  ;  but,  in  consequence  of 
the  increase  in  population,  the  actual 
number  is  greater  now  than  in  1872. 
The  present  Government  has  repeatedly 
recognised  the  necessity  for  appoint- 
ing Welsh-speaking  officials.  That 
was  done,  for  example,  in  the  Factory 
Act  and  in  the  Mines  Regulation  Act. 
I  have  nothing  to  say  against  Judge 
Beresford.  I  have  always  heard  him 
spoken  of  as  an  extremely  fair-minded 
man,  and  until  to-day  I  knew 
nothing  about  his  connection  with  the 
Prime  Minister.  Upon  his  legal  quali- 
fications I  do  not  feel  competent  to 
express  any  opinion,  but  I  do  say  that 
the  appointment  of  an  English-speak- 
ing Judge  to  a  Welsh-speaking  district, 
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in  the  face  of  the  Resolution  of  1*72.  |  of  this  Amendment  said  what  wasps- 


is  more  or  less  a  reflection  on  the  Welsh- 
speaking   barristers  of  the  North  and 
South    Wales    Circuits,    and    on    the 
Welsh    Stipendiary    Magistrates,    who 
are     of     sufficient     standing    for     the 
post   of    County  Court  Judge.      Selec- 
tions from  the  Stipendiary  Magistrates 
have  already  been  made,  as  in  the  case 
of  Judge   Bishop   and  Judge   Gwilym 
Williams.     If  the  Government  are  pre- 
pared to  defend  the  appointment,  I  hope 
the  House  will  not  hesitate  to  express 
its  strong  condemnation    of  the   con- 
tempt shown   by  the  Government  for 
the  Resolution  passed  in  1872.     That 
Resolution  requires    not    merely    that 
ceteris    paribus    preference   should   be 
given  to  Welsh-speaking  barristers,  but 
that  a  Welsh-speaking  barrister  shall 
be  appointed  to  the  Mid  Wales  Circuit 
if  a  competent  man  can  be  found. 
*(4.20.)   The    ATTORNEY    GENE- 
RAL   (Sir    Richard    Webster,    Isle 
of    Wight) :     I    can   assure  the   hon. 
Gentlemen  the  Mover  and  the  Seconder 
of  this  Amendment  that  I  sympathise  to 
a  very  great  extent  with  what  I  mav 
call  the  national  sentiment  to  which 
they  have  referred  in  many  of  the  obser- 
vations they  have  made.     I  have  not 
the  slightest  intention  of  saying  a  word 
in  depreciation  of  the  Welsh  language, 
with   which,  unfortunately,  I  am  not 
acquainted.     But  I  confess  that  as  this 
Amendment     has    been     moved    and 
seconded  in   language  which  suggests 
that  a  contempt  of  the  Resolution  of 
the  House  of  Commons  has  been  com- 
mitted, I  think  it  is  desirable  that  the 
House  should   have  a  few  facts,  and 
should  know  a  little  more  about  the 
history  of   this    matter.     If  what  the 
hon.  Gentlemen   allege  is  a  contempt 
of   the    House   of    Commons   it    is   a 
contempt     of    which    the    right    hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Midlothian 
and    the    right    hon.    Gentleman   the 
Member    for    Derby,  and  many  other 
right  hon.  Gentlemen  who  acted  when 
the  Resolution  was  much  more  recent 
than  it  is  at  the  present  time,  have  also 
been  guilty.     I  am  not  going  to  draw 
distinctions  between  the  barristers  who 
could  and  who  could  not  speak  Welsh, 
because  I  have,  in  my  present  position, 
the  privilege  of  knowing  a  great  deal  of 
the  members  of  my  profession,  and  I 
will  assume  the  Mover  and  the  Seconder 

Mr.  David  Thomas 


r- 


i-i. 


i'.. 
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fectly  right  when  they  said  that  that 
were    gentlemen   at  the  Bar  who  to 
possess  a  knowledge  of  Welsh,  andib 
would  be  well  qualified  to  dischup 
the  duties  of  a  County  Court  Jofy 
But     having    regard    to   the  histarj 
of    this    Resolution    and    what  ba 
happened    since,    I   would  submit  to 
those     who    proposed    this    Amol 
ment,  that   in  their  somewhat  sevo 
strictures  upon  Her  Majesty's  Gown- 
ment  they  rather  overshot  the  naA 
The    Resolution   that   was  passed  b 
1872    was    passed    upon    a  qnestb 
that   referred  to    this  particular  fr 
cuit— the  Mid    Wrales    Circuit.    Tb 
first  appointment  made  after  the  Be*> 
lution  of  1872  was  in  October,  1874, 
when  one  of  the  most  honoured  of  tk 
County  Court  Judges  was  appointed 
and  I  am    quite  sure  that  than  tt> 
(afterwards  Sir)  Horatio  Lloyd,  thai 
never  was  a  more  competent  man  ib 
sat  upon  the  Bench.     I  believe  that  Sr 
Horatio     Lloyd     was    not    able  to 
speak  Welsh,  and    was  not  able  to  to 
more  than  understand   a  very  little  al 
it.     He  was  appointed   on  his  merit 
I   know   Sir  Horatio  Lloyd  has  oo* 
stantly  been   in    Welsh-speaking  d* 
tricts,  and  I   am  not  aware  of  a  ain&ja 
complaint  ever  having  been  made  again* 
him  based  upon  the  fact  that  he  «tf 
not  able  to  speak  the  Welsh  langoap- 
The  next  appointment  that  was  made 
was  in  January,  1878,  and  it  was  that 
of  a   very    distinguished  lawyer,  the 
father  of  the  gentleman  whose  nana 
has  given  rise  to  this  Amendment.  I 
knew  him  intimately  ;  and  though  In 
did  not  wear   a  silk  gown,  there  vai 
no    more  distinguished   lawyer.     Hi 
was  constantly  consulted,  as  I  kno*, 
in  cases  of  great  importance.  Parts  of 
the  circuit  over  which  Judge  Ben* 
ford  presided  were  most  unquestionably 
in  the   Welsh-speaking  districts.    Be 
was  there  for  13  years.    Mr.  Beresfod 
presided  with  great  satisfaction  ortf 
his  Court  for  all  these  years.     (Cries  of 
"  No,  no.")     Hon.  Members  opposite 
must  pardon  me  for  saying  that  I  speak 
with  an  intimate  knowledge  of  the  pro* 
fession,  and  I   am    not  aware  of  any 
suggestion  ever  made  that  he  was  not  one 
of  the  most  distinguished  and  competed 
of  our  County  Court  Judges.    The  next 
appointment   was   in  February,  188t 
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me  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
iber  for  Midlothian  was  Prime 
,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
for  Derby  was  Home  Secretary, 
1  Selbornewas  Lord  Chancellor, 
time  the  Resolution  of  the 
>f  Commons  was  well  known. 
>   was  appointed?    Why,  Mr. 

Brecknockshire  and  Glamor- 
,  and  he  had  no  qualification 
:  as  to  speaking  Welsh, 
t  argue  the  merits  of  the  case ; 
know  that  the  Government, 
id  as  a  Member  of  it  one  who 
ch  a  Welshman  as  my  right 
iend  opposite,  made  appoint- 
sonsistent  with  this  Resolution, 
j  to  me  to  be  very  strong  to 
action  taken 'some  seven  years 
>eing  in  contempt  of  that  Re- 
in October,  1884,  Mr. 
ams  was  appointed  by  the  then 
lancellor  to  the  Circuit  also 
I  Brecknock  and  parts  of  Gla- 
hire.  In  January,  1886,  Mr. 
vas  appointed ;  and  I  call  the 
i  of  the  House  to  the  fact  that 
I  Chancellor,  who  is  said  to  be 
tuous  of  the  Resolution,  so 
d  a  gentleman  who  did  speak 
sh  language.  In  July,  1885, 
ir  our  coming  into  office,  Mr. 
r  Jones  was  appointed.  He 
hie  to  speak  Welsh,  although 
low  a  distinguished  County 
idge  in  districts  where  Welsh 
is    not  required.     I    desire, 

to  point  out  that  Her 
8  Government,  when  they 
d  to  decide  these  questions 
on  the  advice  of  the  Lord 
or,  have  made  more  appoint- 

Welsh-speaking  Judges  than 
rem  men  t    of    the    right    hon. 

for    Midlothian.      I  am  not 

say  that  his  Honour,  Judge 
i,  is  a  better  lawyer,  or  better 

to  sit  as  a  County  Court 
lan  other  members  of  the  Bar 
Jircuit.  In  fact,  I  was  a  little 
I  to  hear  the  hon.  Member 
larvon  limit  the  number  of 
itlemen  equally  well  qualified 

The  circumstances  affecting 
jsford  were  certainly  unusual, 
er  was  a  County  Court  Judge 
ars  in  the  adjoining  district, 
1.  He  had  not  been  in  good 
iring  his  later  years,  and  Mr. 


Cecil  Beresford  had  sat  for  him  re- 
peatedly. I  am  doing  no  more  than 
justice  when  I  state  that  while  so 
sitting  as  a  Deputy  Judge  he  gave 
universal  satisfaction,  and  I  do  not 
believe  that  any  professional  Member 
of  this  House,  who  ever  practised 
before  him,  will  say  anything  to  the 
contrary.  And  that  is  not  all.  There 
came  from  the  district  in  which  he  had 
sat  as  a  Judge — a  district  in  which, 
according  to  the  contention  of  the  hon. 
Mover  and  Seconder  of  this  Motion,  a 
Welsh-speaking  Judge  was  required — 
a  very  largely  signed  Petition  asking 
for  his  appointment.  I  do  not  suppose 
the  gentlemen  who  presented  that  Peti- 
tion were  indifferent  to  the  considera- 
tion as  to  a  Welsh-speaking  Judge,  and 
I  dare  say  they  were  ignorant  of  the 
Resolution  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
which  had  been  disregarded  on  five  or 
six  occasions  before.  But  Mr.  Beresford 
was  appointed  accordingly.  His  Honor 
Judge  Bishop,  who  was  then 
Judge  of  Circuit  No.  28,  Mid- Wales, 
was  transferred  to  the  Circuit  over 
which  the  late  Judge  Beresford  had 
presided,  and  Mr.  Beresford  was  ap- 
pointed to  No.  28. .  I  have  taken  some 
pains  to  inform  myself  as  to  what  has 
happened  during  the  time  Mr.  Beresford 
has  been  sitting  as  Judge,  and  it  is  no 
exaggeration  to  say  that  when  the  ques 
tion  arose  of  his  removal  to  another 
place,  persons  of  all  parties  and  all 
sections  of  the  Press,  without  regard  to 
politics,  expressed  a  hope  that  he  would 
not  be  removed.  I  think  it  is  only 
common  fairness  to  an  absent  Member 
of  the  Government  to  ask  hon.  Mem- 
bers to  come  to  the  conclusion  that  he 
fairly  considered  this  point  on  its 
merits,  especially  as  he  had  himself  on 
two  previous  occasions  appointed  a 
gentleman  who  could  speak  Welsh, 
and  I  would  suggest  to  this  House 
that  the  idea  of  a  contemptuous  inten- 
tion to  disregard  the  Resolution  of  1872 
is  an  exaggeration.  I  do  not  wish  to 
argue  at  any  length  the  question  of  the 
necessity  of  appointing  Welsh-speaking 
Judges.  I  am  not  going  to  suggest 
that  it  should  not  be  taken  into  con- 
sideration ;  but  I  do  know  this, 
from  barristers  practising  in  these 
Courts,  that  repeatedly  witnesses 
who  are  examined  in  Welsh  answer  in 
English,  and  also  ask  that  questions 
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in  the  face  of  the  Resolution  of  1872, 
is  more  or  less  a  reflection  on  the  Welsh- 
speaking  barristers  of  the  North  and 
South  Wales  Circuits,  and  on  the 
Welsh  Stipendiary  Magistrates,  who 
are  of  sufficient  standing  for  the 
post  of  County  Court  Judge.  Selec- 
tions from  the  Stipendiary  Magistrates 
have  already  been  made,  as  in  the  case 
of  Judge  Bishop  and  Judge  Gwilym 
Williams.  If  the  Government  are  pre- 
pared to  defend  the  appointment,  I  hope 
the  House  will  not  hesitate  to  express 
its  strong  condemnation  of  the  con- 
tempt shown  by  the  Government  for 
the  Resolution  passed  in  1872.  That 
Resolution  requires  not  merely  that 
ceteris  paribus  preference  should  be 
given  to  Welsh-speaking  barristers,  but 
that  a  Welsh-speaking  barrister  shall 
be  appointed  to  the  Mid  Wales  Circuit 
if  a  competent  man  can  be  found. 

*(4.20.)  The  ATTORNEY  GENE- 
RAL (Sir  Richard  Webster,  Isle 
of  Wight) :  I  can  assure  the  hon. 
Gentlemen  the  Mover  and  the  Seconder 
of  this  Amendment  that  I  sympathise  to 
a  very  great  extent  with  what  I  may 
call  the  national  sentiment  to  which 
they  have  referred  in  many  of  the  obser- 
vations they  have  made.  I  have  not 
the  slightest  intention  of  saying  a  word 
in  depreciation  of  the  Welsh  language, 
with  which,  unfortunately,  I  am  not 
acquainted.  But  I  confess  that  as  this 
Amendment  has  been  moved  and 
seconded  in  language  which  suggests 
that  a  contempt  of  the  Resolution  of 
the  House  of  Commons  has  been  com- 
mitted, I  think  it  is  desirable  that  the 
House  should  have  a  few  facts,  and 
should  know  a  little  more  about  the 
history  of  this  matter.  If  what  the 
hon.  Gentlemen  allege  is  a  contempt 
of  the  House  of  Commons  it  is  a 
contempt  of  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Midlothian 
and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Derby,  and  many  other 
right  hon.  Gentlemen  who  acted  when 
the  Resolution  was  much  more  recent 
than  it  is  at  the  present  time,  have  also 
been  guilty.  I  am  not  going  to  draw 
distinctions  between  the  barristers  who 
could  and  who  could  not  speak  Welsh, 
because  I  have,  in  my  present  position, 
the  privilege  of  knowing  a  great  deal  of 
the  members  of  my  profession,  and  I 
will  assume  the  Mover  and  the  Seconder 

Mr.  David  Thomas 


of  this  Amendment  said  what  was 
fectly  right  when  they  said  that  t 
were  gentlemen  at  the  Bar  whc 
possess  a  knowledge  of  Welsh,  and 
would  be  well  qualified  to  disch 
the  duties  of  a  County  Court  Ju 
But  having  regard  to  the  his 
of  this  Resolution  and  what 
happened  since,  I  would  submi 
those  who  proposed  this  Am 
ment,  that  in  their  somewhat  se 
strictures  upon  Her  Majesty's  Go\ 
ment  they  rather  overshot  the  u 
The  Resolution  that  was  passa 
1872  was  passed  upon  a  qua 
that  referred  to  this  particular 
cuit — the  Mid  Wales  Circuit. 
first  appointment  made  after  the  E 
lution  of  1872  was  in  October,  1 
when  one  of  the  most  honoured  of 
County  Court  Judges  was  appoii 
and  I  am  quite  sure  that  than 
(afterwards  Sir)  Horatio  Lloyd,  t 
never  was  a  more  competent  man 
sat  upon  the  Bench.  I  believe  tha 
Horatio  Lloyd  was  not  able 
speak  Welsh,  and  was  not  able  to 
more  than  understand  a  very  litt 
it.  He  was  appointed  on  his  mc 
I  know  Sir  Horatio  Lloyd  has 
stantly  been  in  Welsh-speaking 
tricts,  and  I  am  not  aware  of  a  si 
complaint  ever  having  been  made  agi 
him  based  upon  the  fact  that  he 
not  able  to  speak  the  Welsh  langi 
The  next  appointment  that  was  i 
was  in  January,  1878,  and  it  was 
of  a  very  distinguished  lawyer, 
father  of  the  gentleman  whose  o 
has  given  rise  to  this  Amendment 
knew  him  intimately  ;  and  thougl 
did  not  wear  a  silk  gown,  there 
no  more  distinguished  lawyer. 
was  constantly  consulted,  as  Ik 
in  cases  of  great  importance.  Pari 
the  circuit  over  which  Judge  B 
ford  presided  were  most  unquestior 
in  the  Welsh-speaking  districts, 
was  there  for  13  years.  Mr.  Beret 
presided  with  great  satisfaction 
his  Court  for  all  these  years.  (Cri 
"  No,  no.")  Hon.  Members  opp 
must  pardon  me  for  saying  that  I  fi 
with  an  intimate  knowledge  of  the 
fession,  and  I  am  not  aware  of 
suggestion  ever  made  that  he  wasnc 
of  the  most  distinguished  and  comp 
of  our  County  Court  Judges.  The 
appointment   was   in  February,  ! 
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it  the  time  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Midlothian  was  Prime 
Minister,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Derby  was  Home  Kecivtarv, 
and  Lord  Selborne  was  Lord  Chancellor. 
At  that  time  the  Resolution  of  the 
House  of  Commons  was  well  known. 
Yet  who  was  appointed?  Why,  Mr. 
Owen  to  Brecknockshire  and  Glamor- 
ganshire, and  he  had  no  qualification 
whatever  as  to  speaking  Welsh. 
I  will  not  argue  the  merits  of  the  case  ; 
bat  we  know  that  the  Government, 
which  had  as  a  Member  of  it  one  who 
is  as  much  a  Welshman  as  my  right 
hon.  Friend  opposite,  made  appoint- 
ments inconsistent  with  this  Resolution. 
It  seems  to  me  to  be  very  strong  to 
speak  of  action  taken  'some  seven  years 
later  as  being  in  contempt  of  that  Re- 
solution. In  October,  1884,  Mr. 
G.  Williams  was  appointed  by  the  then 
Lord  Chancellor  to  the  Circuit  also 
including  Brecknock  and  parts  of  Gla- 
morganshire. In  January,  1886,  Mr. 
Bishop  was  appointed ;  and  I  call  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  the  fact  that 
the  Lord  Chancellor,  who  is  said  to  be 
contemptuous    of   the    Resolution,    so 

rinted  a  gentleman  who  did  speak 
Welsh  language.  In  July,  1885, 
just  after  our  coming  into  office,  Mr. 
Brymnor  Jones  was  appointed.  He 
abo  is  able  to  speak  Welsh,  although 
be  is  now  a  distinguished  County 
Court  Judge  in  districts  where  Welsh 
speaking  is  not  required.  I  desire, 
farther,  to  point  out  that  Her 
Majesty's  Government,  when  they 
have  had  to  decide  these  questions 
mainly  on  the  advice  of  the  Lord 
Chancellor,  have  made  more  appoint- 
ments of  Welsh-speaking  Judges  than 
the  Government  of  the  right  hon. 
Member  for  Midlothian.  I  am  not 
here  to  say  that  his  Honour,  Judge 
Beresford,  is  a  better  lawyer,  or  better 

Jnalified  to  sit  as  a  County  Court 
odge,  than  other  members  of  the  Bar 
of  that  Circuit.  In  fact,  I  was  a  little 
surprised  to  hear  the  hon.  Member 
for  Carnarvon  limit  the  number  of 
other  gentlemen  equally  well  qualified 
to  six.  The  circumstances  affecting 
Mr.  Beresford  were  certainly  unusual. 
His  father  was  a  County  Court  Judge 
or  13  years  in  the  adjoining  district, 
Circuit  31.  He  had  not  been  in  good 
tealth  during  his  later  years,  and  Mr. 


Cecil  Beresford  had  sat  for  him  re- 
peatedly. I  am  doing  no  more  than 
justice  when  I  state  that  while  so 
sitting  as  a  Deputy  Judge  lie  gave 
universal  satisfaction,  and  I  do  not 
believe  that  any  professional  Member 
of  this  House,  who  ever  practised 
before  him,  will  say  anything  to  the 
contrary.  And  that  is  not  all.  There 
came  from  the  district  in  whicli  he  had 
sat  as  a  Judge — a  district  in  which, 
according  to  the  contention  of  the  hon. 
Mover  and  Seconder  of  this  Motion,  a 
Welsh-speaking  Judge  was  required — 
a  very  largely  signed  Petition  asking 
for  his  appointment.  I  do  not  suppose 
the  gentlemen  who  presented  that  Peti- 
tion were  indifferent  to  the  considera- 
tion as  to  a  Welsh-speaking  Judge,  and 
I  dare  say  they  were  ignorant  of  the 
Resolution  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
which  had  been  disregarded  on  five  or 
six  occasions  before.  But  Mr.  Beresford 
was  appointed  accordingly.  His  Honor 
Judge  Bishop,  who  was  then 
Judge  of  Circuit  No.  28,  Mid- Wales, 
was  transferred  to  the  Circuit  over 
which  the  late  Judge  Beresford  had 
presided,  and  Mr.  Beresford  was  ap- 
pointed to  No.  28.  I  have  taken  some 
pains  to  inform  myself  as  to  what  has 
happened  during  the  time  Mr.  Beresford 
has  been  sitting  as  Judge,  and  it  is  no 
exaggeration  to  say  that  when  the  ques 
tion  arose  of  his  removal  to  another 
place,  persons  of  all  parties  and  all 
sections  of  the  Press,  without  regard  to 
politics,  expressed  a  hope  that  he  would 
not  be  removed.  I  think  it  is  only 
common  fairness  to  an  absent  Member 
of  the  Government  to  ask  hon.  Mem- 
bers to  come  to  the  conclusion  that  he 
fairly  considered  this  point  on  its 
merits,  especially  as  he  had  himself  on 
two  previous  occasions  appointed  a 
gentleman  who  could  speak  Welsh, 
and  I  would  suggest  to  this  House 
that  the  idea  of  a  contemptuous  inten- 
tion to  disregard  the  Resolution  of  1872 
is  an  exaggeration.  I  do  not  wish  to 
argue  at  any  length  the  question  of  the 
necessity  of  appointing  Welsh -speaking 
Judges/  I  am  not  going  to  suggest 
that  it  should  not  be  taken  into  con- 
sideration ;  but  I  do  know  this, 
from  barristers  practising  in  these 
Courts,  that  repeatedly  witnesses 
who  are  examined  in  Welsh  answer  in 
English,  and  also  ask  that  questions 
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may  be  put  in  English.  I  am  not 
suggesting  that  there  are  no  cases  at 
times  when  knowledge  of  the  language 
would  be  desirable,  but  I  am  referring 
to  the  general  practice.  I  believe  that 
for  many  years  past  every  child  in  Wales 
has  been  taught  English  as  well  as 
Welsh.  It  is  an  honour  to  the  Welsh 
nation  that  that  should'  be  so ;  but  so 
far  as  this  demand  is  concerned,  it  has 
been  certainly  decreasing  in  importance 
from  1872  down  to  1891.  I  hope  I 
have  shown  no  feeling  but  one  of 
sympathy  with  the  national  sentiment 
of  Wales,  for  I  have  not  the  slightest 
intention  of  going  in  face  of  the  Reso- 
lution of  the  House  of  Commons,  or 
outraging  the  feelings  of  hon.  Members 
from  Wales ;  and  I  trust  that  those 
who  may  follow  me  will  deal  with 
my  remarks  in  the  same  spirit  as  that 
in  which  I  have  addressed  them  in  this 
House. 

■  (4.45.)  Mr.  G.  OSBORNE  MORGAN 
(Denbighshire,  E.)  :  I  must  say  I  am 
very  much  disappointed  with  the  ex- 
planation which  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  has  offered.  The  onlv 
defence  he  has  set  up  for  the  Govern- 
ment of  which  he  is  a  Member  is,  that 
other  Governments  have  done  the  same 
thing ;  but  even  if  that  were  so,  two 
blacks  do  not  make  a  white.  I  do  not 
regard  this  as  in  any  way  a  Party 
question,  and  therefore  I  shall  put 
aside  all  he  has  said  on  that  subject. 
Now  what  are  the  facts  ?  Mr.  Horatio 
Lloyd,  who,  I  believe,  was  appointed 
under  the  Government  of  the  right  hon. 
Member  for  Midlothian,  does  not  speak 
the  Welsh  language ;  but,  if  my 
memory  serves  me,  he  told  me  on  the 
occasion  of  his  appointment  that 
he  was  able  to  understand  what  Welsh 
witnesses  said,  and  to  check  anv  mis- 
takes  they  made.  In  February,  1884, 
Mr.  Gwyn-Owen  was  appointed  to  the 
post,  and  I  should  have  supposed  that 
anyone  bearing  that  name  would 
speak  Welsh.  He  was  very  soon  after 
transferred  to  another  post,  and  Mr. 
Gwilym  Williams,  one  of  the  best 
Welsh  scholars,  I  know,  was  appointed  to 
it.  From  that  time  every  County  Court 
Judge  who  has  held  that  post  has 
been  perfectly  competent  to  deal  with 
Welsh  witnesses,  and  to  speak  and 
understand  the  language.  The  Attorney 
General  savs  that  he  does  not  wish  to 

Sir  Richard  Webster 


argue  the  question  of  appointing  Welsh- 
speaking  Judges  in  Welsh-speaking  dis- 
tricts, and  I  am  not  surprised,  because 
the  question  is  concluded  by  the  Resolu- 
tion of  the  House  of  Commons,  which, 
if  it  means  anything,  means  that  if  yon 
can  get  a  competent  man  who  speaks 
the  Welsh  language,  he  should  he 
appointed.  The  Resolution  which  I 
had  the  honour  of  bringing  forward, 
and  I  am  sorry  to  say  I  believe  I  am 
the  only  Member  now  left  in  the 
House  of  Commons  who  took  part  in 
the  Debate  on  that  occasion,  dealt  with 
the  very  circuit  with  which  we  are 
now  dealing,  and  there  never  was  a 
question  so  exhaustively  debated,  or  a 
Resolution  at  which  the  House  arrived 
with  such  perfect  unanimity.  The  only 
shadow  of  objection  to  it  was  an  old 
Statute  of  Henrv  VIII.,  which  has  since 
been  repealed.  Speaking  on  that  occa- 
sion as  the  representative  of  the  Govern- 
ment, mv  noble  Friend  Lord  Aberdare, 
then  Mr.  Bruce,  said  legal  fitness  was, 
of  course,  always  the  first  considera- 
tion ;  but  he  was  sure,  after  what  they 
had  heard  that  night,  that  for  the 
future  Governments  would  have  regard 
to  a  knowledge  of  Welsh  in  making 
these  appointments.  Are  we  to  under- 
stand that  there  is  a  Government  now 
in  Office  which  has  no  regard  to  the 
qualification  of  speaking  "Welsh?  be- 
cause, if  it  is  so,  it  is  desirable  that 
we  should  know  it.  I  see  the  Home 
Secretary  in  his  place,  and  remember 
the  answer  he  gave  in  reply  to  a 
Motion  I  made  as  to  the  appointment 
of  a  Sub-Inspector,  who  could  notspeik 
Welsh,  to  a  mining  district  in  which 
the  Welsh  language  was  almost  ex- 
clusively spoken.  As  soon  as  that 
appointment  was  made  I  had,  w 
Chairman  of  Petty  Sessions,  to  adjudi- 
cate upon  a  summons  taken  out  by 
that  gentleman  against  the  lessees  of 
the  mine  for  a  breach  of  the  Mines 
Regulation  Act.  The  prosecution  broke 
down  on  other  grounds,  but  in  any 
case  it  must  have  broken  down,  because 
the  Mining  Inspector  could  not  speak 
a  word  of  Welsh,  and  those  rrom 
whom  he  got  his  information  could 
not  speak  a  word  of  English,  so 
that  the  whole  of  the  proceedings 
had  to  be  carried  on  in  a  sort  of  durnt 
show.  That  is  not  exactly  the  same 
case  as  this,  but,  at  any  ratp,  if  thi 
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right  hon.  Gentleman  had  heard  it 
ugned,  he  would  have  felt  as  I  do,  that 
it  was  wrong  to  appoint  a  gentleman  to 
that  office  who  could  not  speak  the 
Welsh  language.  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Attorney  General  did  not 
pot  forward  any  kind  of  defence 
ig&inst  the  Motion,  for  he  did  not 
even  suggest  that  a  good  man  could 
not  have  been  found  who  could  speak 
Welsh.  It  used  to  be  said,  when  com- 
plaints were  made  of  the  non-appoint- 
ment of  Welsh-speaking  Bishops,  that 
yon  could  not  find  a  Welshman  compe- 
tent to  take  the  post,  but  that  objection 
is  now  never  raised,  and  whatever  we 
may  think  of  the  political  or  other 
opinions  of  the  Welsh  Bishops,  abler 
men  do  not  sit  upon  the  Episcopal 
Bench.  What  I  want  to  impress  upon 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  is  the 
fact  that  it  is  not  only  important  that 
we  should  have  men  who  will  administer 
justice  duly,  but  that  the  people  before 
whom  they  administer  it  should  be  per- 
fectly confident  that  it  is  so  adminis- 
tered ;  and  unless  you  have  a  man  who 
is  familiar  with  the  Welsh  people  and 
the  Welsh  language,  is  is  perfectly 
impossible  that  such  a  feeling  of  confi- 
dence can  be  created.  I  do  not  think 
it  necessary  to  argue  the  question  any 
farther,  for  it  is  reallv  concluded  by  the 
Resolution,  and  as  long  as  it  stands  on 
the  Order  Book  of  this  House,  to  treat 
jt  as  my  hon.  and  learned  Friend  has 
just  done  is  to  treat  it  as  if  it  were 
nothing  better  than  waste  paper.  If 
the  answer  we  have  heard  from  him  is 
dl  the  Government  can  give,  I  sincerely 
trust  that  my  hon.  Friend  will  persevere 
with  his  Motion,  and  I  shall  be  very 
hppv  to  support  it. 

(4.55.)  Sib  J.  PULESTON  (Devon- 
port)  :  I  have  never  wavered  in 
toy  contention  in  favour  of  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  Motion  now  moved  by  the 
hon.  Member  opposite,  and  on  more 
than  one  occasion,  when  the  question 
has  been  raised  during  the  nearly  19 
years  in  which  I  have  been  in  this 
House,  I  have  always  taken  exactly 
the  same  position  as  I  do  now,  namely, 
that  a  Welsh-speaking  barrister  should 
always  be  appointed  to  a  County  Court 
Judgeship  in  the  Principality.  The 
ight  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  found  it 
lonvenient,  in  view  of  the  facts  pre- 
ented  by  the  Attorney  General,  to  say 


this  was  not  a  Party  question  ;  but  he 
will  not  hesitate  to  call  it  a  Party  ques- 
tion directly  he  gets  outside  this  House, 
and  he  will  take  very  good  care  not  to 
explain  his  want  of  Welsh  patriotism 
in  failing  to  call  attention  to  this 
question  within  a  few  years  after 
the  passing  of  his  own  Resolution. 
He  passed  over,  in  solemn  silence, 
jobs  committed  by  the  Government 
of  which  he  was  himself  a  Member. 
Reference  has  been  made  to  the  case  of 
Mr.  Bryninor  Jones.  It  was  generally 
understood  that  there  was  no  more 
brilliant  man  at  the  Bar,  but  when  he 
was  appointed  it  so  happened  he  had 
just  been  defeated  as  the  Liberal  can- 
didate for  Mid  Glamorgan. 

Mr.  S.  EVANS :  Mr.  Jones  never 
was  a  candidate  for  that  constituency. 

Sir  J.  PULESTON:  He  was  a 
well-known  politician,  and  while  I 
apologise  very  gladly  for  what  I  have 
said,  I  may  explain  that  he  was,  at  all 
events,  mentioned  in  the  papers  as  a 
possible  candidate.  I  do  not  defend 
this  appointment  of  Mr.  Beresford.  On 
the  contrary,  I  condemn  it  in  the 
strongest  possible  manner,  and  I  shall 
vote  gladly  in  favour  of  the  Resolution  ; 
but  I  think  that  the  Lord  Chancellor 
probably  did  not  have  in  his  mind  the 
Resolution  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
and  did  have  regard  to  precedents  set 
by  former  Liberal  Governments.  He 
had  other  reasons,  however,  to  suppose 
that  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Beresford 
would  be  acceptable  in  Wales,  for  a 
memorial  was  presented  which  I  believe 
was  signed  by  an  hon.  Member  oppo- 
site. 

Mr.  S.  EVANS  :  I  did  not  sign  the 
memorial,  and  I  refused  to  do  so. 

Sir  J.  PULESTON:  My  autho- 
rity is  a  paper  published  in  his  own 
part  of  Wales,  and  I  regret  that  I  have 
been  misled  into  that  statement. 
I  do  not  admit  that  such  circumstances 
ever  occur  that  there  is  not  one  Welsh- 
man to  be  found  in  eight  or  ten  years 
fitted  to  occupy  the  position  of  County 
Court  Judge.  I  do  not  know  how 
many  applicants  there  were  for  this 
post,  but  I  know  several  men  eminent 
at  the  Bar  and  thoroughly  conversant 
with  the  Welsh  language — including  a 
Member  of  this  House — who  would  have 
adorned  the  position.  I  agree  that 
what  has  been  said  does  not  suggest 
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that  Mr.  Beresford  had  not  the  proper 
legal  qualifications  for  the  post,  and  I 
regret  that  the  hon.  Member,  after 
stating  that,  should  have  thought  it 
necessarv  to  read  an  extract  from  a 
letter  to  the  Lmr  Times  condemnatory 

• 

of  his  qualification.  I  hope,  now  that 
the  question  has  boon  again  so 
prominently  brought  forward,  no  ap- 
pointments will  in  future  be  made  in 
contravention  of  the  Resolution  passed 
in  1872.  Apart  from  the  question  of 
the  Welsh  language,  which  is  a  very 
serious  matter,  we  claim  that  we  have 
a  sentimental  right  to  have  Welshmen 
in  Welsh  places,  especially  as  a  know- 
ledge of  Welsh  is  essential  to  the  right 
administration  of  justice  in  peculiarly 
Welsh  districts.  It  is  impossible  to 
administer  justice  with  equity  through 
the  medium  of  an  interpreter  ;  we  know 
the  difficulty  in  our  own  English 
Courts.  I  trust  that,  in  future,  no 
Lord  Chancellor  of  any  Party  will 
venture  to  disregard  the  national  aspira- 
tions and  national  feelings  of  justice 
and  right  which  is  attached  to  the 
appointment  of  Welsh  County  Court 
Judges. 

(5.5.)  Mr.  BOWEN  ROWLANDS 
(Cardiganshire)  :  I  only  desire,  Sir, 
to  say  a  few  words  on  the  ob- 
servations which  fell  from  the  Attor- 
ney General,  and  first,  as  usual,  I 
am  bound  to  congratulate  him  upon  the 
admirable  tone  and  temper  in  which  he 
dealt  with  the  question.  I  did  not 
expect  anything  else,  but  I  was  sur- 
prised at  the  weakness  of  the  case  he 
made  out.  He  confessed  that  a  know- 
ledge of  Welsh  is  an  important  element 
to  consider  in  making  the  appointment 
of  County  Court  Judges  ;  then,  J  ask, 
what  peculiar  characteristics  are  there 
in  the  person  now  holding  the  post 
which  led  to  that  important  element 
being  disregarded  in  this  case  ?  J  ask 
this  the  more  because,  though  I  have 
the  honour  of  being  acquainted  with 
Judge  Beresford,  I  am  acquainted 
with  hamsters  who  are  conversant  with 
the  Welsh  language,  and  eminently 
qualified  to  adorn  the  position.  What 
are  the  distinguishing  characteristics 
which  led  to  the  appointment  of  Mr. 
Beresford  in  disregard  of  this  admit- 
tedly important  qualification,  instead 
of  others  whom  the  Attorney  General 
admits  were  capable,   as   capable,   of 

Sir  J.  Puleston 


performing  the  duties  of  the  office  ?  I 
think  the  Attorney  General  surrenders 
the  whole  case  when  he  admits  thai 
there  were  others  qualified  to  fulfil  the 
duties,  unless  some  supporter  of  the 
Government  gets  up  and  points  out 
some  distinguishing  characteristics  in 
the  case.  Names  of  other  Judges  have 
been  mentioned  as  those  of  men  well 
worthy  of  respect.  Sir  Horatio  Lloyd 
was  mentioned.  He  was  a  worthy  and 
competent  Judge,  but  he  understood 
Welsh  enough  to  check  witnesses,  and 
was  imbued  with  a  thorough  knowledge 
of  Welsh  life,  so  that  he  could  follow 
the  reasoning  of  witnesses  in  describing 
their  conduct  on  particular  occasions. 
All  his  case  proves,  if  he  were  not,  thai 
some  man  of  great  ability  and  special 
qualification  may  be  so  fitted  for  a  post 
as  to  be  able  to  surmount  the  great 
objection  of  want  of  knowledge  of  the 
language.  There  is  another  Judge,  Mr. 
Stevenson  Owen,  County  Court  Judge 
for  Cardiff.  The  Attorney  General 
said  that  he  was  Judge  for  the  district 
of  Brecknockshire  and  part  of  Glamor- 
ganshire. That  is  somewhat  misleading' 
The  most  important  part  of  his  work  is 
done  in  the  English-speaking  Courts  of 
Cardiff  and  Newport,  though  he  is  also 
Judge  of  some  small  part  of  Brecknock. 
The  Attorney  General  spoke  of  * 
memorial  in  judge  Beresford's  favour. 
I  do  not  think  such  memorials  are  to 
be  preferred  to  the  popular  election  of 
Judges,  to  which  hon.  Gentlemen  onpo- 
site  have  such  an  objection.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  said  that  when  it  was 
proposed  to  remove  him,  ever)'  section 
of  politics  and  school  of  though 
united  in  his  favour.  I  should  hie 
to  ask,  why  was  it  proposed  to  re- 
move him,  unless  in  obedience  to  * 
large  national  demand  for  his  removal? 
I  can  hardly  conceive  it  entering  into 
the  head  of  the  Government,  unless  then 
conscience  pricked  them 

Sir  RICHARD  WEBSTER:  I  said 
I  understood  that,  in  consequence  of 
some  correspondence  as  to  his  not 
speaking  Welsh,  a  paragraph  appeared 
in  a  paper  to  the  effect  that  ne  w*s 
going  to  be  removed,  and  that  para* 
graph  was  repeated  for  some  weeks. 

Mr.  B.  ROWLANDS :  I  thought  he 
said  it  was  proposed  to  remove 
Judge  Beresford.  I  understand  no* 
that    there  was  a  tumult  or   excite 
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ment  in  the  country,  which  was  shown 
by  a  large  number  of  letters  in  news- 

Cpere,  and  articles  pointing  out  that 
was  not  so  distinguished  in  other 
respects  as  to  justify  his  being  made  an 
exception  to  the  rule  laid  down  so  many 
years  ago,  which  the  Attorney  General 
admits    is    very    applicable    to    cases 
analagous  to  the  present  one.     That 
there  was  this  feeling — not  against  Mr. 
Beresford    personally — is  undeniable ; 
there  was  a  unanimous  chorus  of  dis- 
approbation of  the  appointment  which 
was  supposed,  rightly  or  wrongly,  not 
to  be  the  work  of  the  Lord  Chancellor, 
who  from  his  connection  with  Wales 
would  have  been  desirous  to  do  what 
was  right  and  proper ;  it  was  supposed 
to  be    the    result   of    some    powerful 
motive  with  which  the  Lord  Chancel- 
lor had  no  personal  or  immediate  con- 
cern.     If    there    were    no    particular 
motive,  what  was  the  reason  of  the 
appointment  ?    Was  it  that  his  father 
had    previously    held    the    post     of 
County  Court  Judge?     The  Attorney 
General    referred     to    witnesses    who 
spoke  English.     I  do  not  quite  under- 
stand the  purport  of  it.     He  said  that 
some    witnesses    about    to    speak    in 
Welsh,   the   interpreter    being  sworn, 
answered  in  English  instead.     I  have 
known  great  wrong  to  have  been  done 
in  consequence    of    witnesses    having 
been  forced  to  speak  in  English  who 
ought  to  have  been  allowed  to  speak  in 
Welsh.     They  were  able  to  understand 
the  ordinary  language  of  the  oath  in 
English,  but  were  unable  to  follow  the 
intricacies  of  a  subtle  argument,  into 
which  the}'  were  led  by  a  skilful  person. 
One  of  these  Courts  is  in  the  county  I 
represent,  and  I  honestly  believe,  from 
my  knowledge  of  these  and  other  places, 
that  a  knowledge  of  Welsh  is  a  very 
desirable  thing.     No  one  suggests  that 
a  knowledge  of  Welsh  is  to  be  so  pre- 
ferentially   considered    that    eminent 
legal  and  other  qualifications  are  to  be 
deferred  to  it,  but  there  is  no  claim  of 
superior  qualification  in  this  case.     The 
Attorney  General  says  that  one  benefit 
of  the  Debate  will  be  that  the  Resolution 
of  1872  will  be  brought   into  greater 
prominence,  but  he  says  the  Govern- 
ment had  taken  it  into  consideration 
already.    If  these  facts — the  circum- 
stances of  the  locality  and  the  Resolution 
—had  been  committed  to    the    hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman,  he  would,  I  am 

VOL.  I,  [new  series.] 


certain,  have  appointed  a  person  satis- 
factory to  the  Welsh  people  in  regard 
to  his  knowledge  of  Welsh.  The 
Government  have  disregarded  a  Resolu- 
tion passed  by  the  House  of  Commons, 
and  whether  it  be  called  contempt  or 
disregard  is  a  mere  question  of  words. 
This  gentleman  was  appointed  to  the 
dissatisfaction  of  the  Welsh  people, 
who  expressed  their  feeling  in  every 
constitutional  way,  and  they  now  speak 
through  their  Representatives  and  some 
who  desire  in  the  future  to  represent 
them,  and  the  hon.  Gentleman  opposite 
found  himself  so  placed  that  he  was 
bound  to  rise  and  join  in  the  unanimous 
denunciation. 

Sir  J.  PULESTON:  I  particu- 
larly called  attention  to  the  fact  that  long 
ago,  before  the  question  was  present  to 
the  mind  of  the  hon.  Gentleman, 
I  had  spoken  in  this  House  and  else- 
where as  strongly  on  it  as  I  have  spoken 
to-night. 

Mr.  B.  ROWLANDS :  That  is  what 
I  meant  to  say ;  he  is  able  con- 
scientiously, in  accordance  with  his 
feelings,  to  join  us  in  repeating  his 
condemnation  to  which  he  has  so  patri- 
otically given  voice  on  other  occasions, 
and  which  I  cordially  agree  with. 

(5.20.)  Mr.  KENYON  (Denbigh, 
<&c.)  :  I  hold  somewhat  strong 
opinions  on  the  Welsh  language, 
especially  in  regard  to  its  use  and  in- 
fluence in  Wales,  but  I  hope  not  so 
much  as  to  bias  my  judgment  on  this 
point.  If  we  were  to  consider  the 
Welsh  language  in  all  its  bearings  in 
this  respect  I  am  afraid  some  of  us 
who  represent  Welsh  constituencies 
might  not  occupy  the  positions  that  we 
do.  When  the  question  was  raised 
some  years  ago  I  could  only  find  one 
hon.  Gentleman,  the  hon.  Member  for 
Merionethshire,  who  was  capable  of 
speaking  Welsh.  I  do  not,  however, 
cany  my  loved  Welsh  to  a  ridiculous 
point.  I  am  a  lawyer  myself,  but, 
having  never  practised,  I  should  like  to 
look  at  this  question  quite  apart  from 
its  legal  aspect.  It  seems  to  me  that 
this  Resolution,  passed  in  1872,  stands 
upon  its  own  merits.  It  was  proposed 
by  a  Welshman  on  one  side  of  the 
House  and  accepted  by  a  typical  Welsh- 
man on  the  other  side ;  but  since  it  was 
passed,  Governments,  whether  from 
thisside  or  that,  have  refused  to  acknow- 
ledge the  force  of  it.     My  knowledge 
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of  Welshmen  is  sufficient  to  enable  ine 
to  say  how  deeply  it  touches  the  Welsh 
people  that,  in  matters  connected  with 
their  official  arrangements,  in  matters 
where  their  real  interests  are  concerned, 
where  evidence  is  tendered  in  the  Welsh 
language,  the  officials  are  not  able  to 
understand  it.  Surely,  Sir,  the  spirit 
of  the  Resolution  meant  that,  where 
possible,  Welsh  Judges  were  to  be 
appointed.  Now  that  the  question  has 
been  brought  up,  I  think  we  may  fairly 
ask  the  Government  to  give  us  a  further 
promise  that  the  spirit  of  the  Resolu- 
tion shall  be  acted  on  honestly  and  in 
the  full  sense,  and  every  sense,  of  the 
word.  I  have  had  some  little  ex- 
perience of  the  smaller  Courts,  and  I 
can  honestly  say  this  :  that  it  has  been 
a  great  trouble  to  me  that  I  have  not 
been  able  to  master  the  Welsh  language. 
I  would  venture  to  ask  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury  whether  something 
more  positive  than  a  mere  reiteration 
of  his  promise  can  be  given  to  us,  and 
whether  in  the  future  we  may  con- 
gratulate ourselves  that,  in  the  interests 
of  the  administration  of  justice  in  Wales, 
those  difficulties  which  have  hitherto 
attended  it  in  the  Principality,  and  of 
which  we  complain,  shall  be  removed, 
and  that  fair-play  will  be  given  to  the 
Members  of  the  Principality,  in- 
dependent of  politics  or  creed. 

(5.35.)  Mr.  ABEL  THOMAS  (Car- 
marthen, E.) :  I  think  it  is  impossible 
for  the  Attorney  General  to  maintain 
that  the  appointment  to  which  the 
Resolution  refers  was  made  upon  its 
merits,  having  regard  to  the  choice 
the  Lord  Chancellor  had  at  the  time  of 
several  other  gentlemen  of  large  practice 
at  the  Bar,  and  of  large  experience,  who 
could  speak  and  understand  the 
Welsh  language.  I  think  I  can  say 
with  accuracy  that  I  have  had  as 
great  experience  in  Mid  Wales  and 
some  of  those  districts  just  referred  to 
as  most  other  people.  I  know  the 
whole  of  the  district,  and  I  know  the 
gentlemen  whose  names  the  Attorney 
General  read  out,  and  all  the  facts  con- 
nected with  their  appointment.  Those 
appointments  by  no  means  meet  the 
point  in  dispute,  and  it  is  therefore 
no  answer  to  the  case  put  forward 
by  the  Welsh  Members  to-night. 
Sir  Horatio  Llovd  was  a  man 
of  very  large  practice.  Mr.  Judge 
Beresford,  although  it  was  a  mistake  to 
Mr.  Kewyon 


have  appointed  him  to  a  Welsh  district 
still  would  have  made  a  most  excellent 
Judge  if  appointed  to  England.    I  can- 
not understand  why  he  should  be  sent 
into    Cardiganshire,   where  he  would 
have  Welsh  witnesses  before  him.  But 
he  was  a  good  man  at  the  same  time. 
The  next  appointment  to  which  the 
Attorney  General  referred  was  that  of 
Mr.   Gw^ne  Owen,  who,  it  is  true, 
was  appointed  by  a  Liberal  Govern- 
ment.    He  was  a  Welshman,  and  a 
well-known    Welshman — but    neither 
speaking  nor  understanding  Welsh— 
and    he     was     removed     from    Mid 
Wales    to    an    English-speaking    dis- 
trict.    He  was  a  most  excellent  Judge. 
There  was  a  large  settlement  of  Eng- 
lish-speaking people  in  and  around  the 
district,  and  the  fact  that  he  was  re- 
moved to  it  from  Wales  because  he  wai 
unable    to    speak    Welsh    shows  the 
force  of  the  case  we  are  now  com- 
plaining   of.     The    next    appointment 
was    that  of   Mr.  Gwilym    Williams. 
He  speaks  Welsh  very  well.     The  next 
is  Mr.   Judge  Bishop,   who   was  ap- 
pointed for  Mid  Wales,  and  who  spean 
Welsh  very  well ;   I  have  heard  him 
many  times,  and  he  both  understand! 
and    speaks  it.      The  next   was  Mr. 
Brynmore  Jones,  who  was  appointed  to 
Mid  Wales,  but  who  was  removed  to 
another  district.     These  were  the  ap- 
pointments to  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  referred,  and  I  say  it  is  no 
answer  to  the  case.     I  know  the  cir- 
cuit   well,    and     I    could    point    to 
many  names  of  men,  some  of  them  erf 
longer    experience,  and    some    of   in- 
finitely greater  worth  at  the  Bar  than 
Mr.    Cecil   Beresford;   three  of  these 
were    of    greater    ability    and    could 
speak  Welsh,  and  they  were    passed 
over  for  a  man  who  could  not  speak 
Welsh.    Having  had  before  them  the 
Resolution  of  the  House,  that  in  Welsh- 
speaking     districts    like    Mid   Wales 
gentlemen  who  had  a  knowledge  of  the 
Welsh  language  should  be  appointed* 
if  possible,  for  County  Court  Judge- 
ships, I  say  it  is  absurd   to  contend 
that  the  appointment  of  Judge  Beres- 
ford was  made  upon  its  merits.     It  has 
been    said    that  there  were  petitions 
presented  in  favour  of  the  appointment 
of  that   gentleman.    Are  we  going  to 
appoint    our  Judges    upon  petitions? 
Surely    that     is    no     proper    reason 
for   the   selection,  seeing  how  easily 
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etitions  can  be  got  up  upon  one 
ideorthe  other,  and  I  am  surprised 
hat  petitions  should  be  put  forward  as 
,  justification  of  the  appointment, 
ust  imagine  a  man  who  is  seeking  for 
in  appointment  as  a  County  Court 
fudge  having  to  rely  upon  a  round- 
•obin  in  his  favour,  or  having 
only  upon  petitions  in  order  to  get 
be  Lord  Chancellor  to  give  him  the 
ippointment.  Why,  we  all  know  how 
my  it  is  to  get  up  such  petitions.  It 
las  been  stated  by  the  Attorney 
ireiieral  that  the  appointment  has  been 
eoeived  with  acclamation,  and  that  it 
ittbeen  regarded  by  the  public  with 
ivour,  but  he  did  not  go  to  the  proper 
Darter  for  evidence  of  this. 

Sir  RICHARD  WEBSTER :  I 
sated  that  I  had  it  from  all  sections 
ad  parties,  and  from  quotations  from 
ablic  newspapers. 

Mr.  ABEL  THOMAS  :  I  suppose  he 
is  had  copies  of  newspapers  sent  him, 
it  that  is  not  the  way  to  arrive  at 
hat  is  the  public  sentiment.  Mere 
atements  in  Party  newspapers  go  for 
fctle  in  such  matters.  Nor  is  it  conclu- 
ve  when  a  certain  number  of  gentle- 
ten  practising  in  Mr.  Judge  Beres- 
>rd's  Court  sign  a  document  stating 
lat  they  believe  it  to  be  a  most 
xoeUent  appointment.  Let  the  hon. 
nd  learned  Gentleman  go  to  the 
oor  whose  cases  are  to  be  tried  in 
kmrt.  The  vast  majority  of  cases  are 
[enerally  only  relating  to  small  debts 
&  a  few  shillings,  and  most  of  the 
uitors  speak  only  Welsh,  and  have  to 
dy  upon  the  Court  interpreter  pro- 
ided  for  them.  It  is  in  such  cases 
bat  injustice  is  done ;  not  in  big 
ases,  where  solicitors  can  be  employed 
fho  understand  the  case.  In  Cardiff 
nd  in  other  large  and  populous 
entres,  where  those  heavy  actions  are 
ried,  there  may  be  little  injustice  in 
laving  a  Judge  who  is  not  acquainted 
rith  the  Welsh  language ;  but  in  small 
laoesin  the  Welsh-speaking  district, 
•here  poor  men  go  into  Court,  it  is  of 
ie  greatest  importance  to  have  a 
adge  who  speaks  and  understands  the 
Jiguage.  I  have  seen  injustice  done 
rer  and  over  again  in  consequence 
mply  of  the  Judge's  ignorance  of 
fehh.  It  is  done  inadvertently ;  he 
ies  to  do  his  best.  Take  the  inter- 
eter.  He  generally  is  an  educated 
an,  and  yet  you  have  the  solicitor 


correcting  him  over  and  over 
again  because  of  the  fact  that  the  idioms 
of  the  languages  are  so  different. 
Such  a  Court  is  that  to  which  Judge 
Beresford  was  appointed.  I  say  if  you 
are  going  to  appoint  County  Court 
Judges  because  of  the  fact  that  they  sit 
for  their  father,  you  are  not  likely  to 
find  the  right  man .  The  Lord  Chancellor 
must  have  known  of  his  own  knowledge 
the  South  Western  Circuit  of  Cardiff, 
and  he  must  have  known  that  there 
are  men  of  much  larger  business  and 
experience  than  Mr.  Beresford  at  the 
Bar  who  would  have  thoroughly  under- 
stood the  language  and  been  popular  with 
the  people  if  any  one  of  them  had  been 
selected.  If  it  were  a  matter  of  politics 
these  were  men  who  wTere  known  to  be 
Conservatives,  and  not  Liberals.  I  say 
this  was  not  an  appointment  on  its 
merits,  and  I  hope  the  House  will  show 
that  it  is  not  going  to  permit  a  definite 
Resolution  passed  by  it  to  be  set  aside 
without  any  decent  pretext,  and 
that  the  House  will  accept  the 
Motion. 

(5.45.)  Mr.  H.  T.  KNATCHBULL- 
HUGESSEN  (Kent,  Faversham) :  As 
an  independent  supporter  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government  I  regret  I  cannot 
upon  this  occasion  go  into  the  Lobby 
with  them.  I  feel  it  to  be  my 
duty  to  vote  with  the  hon.  Mem- 
bers opposite  in  case  of  a  Division  being 
taken.  I  had  confidently  hoped  that 
the  Government  would  have  been  able 
to  say  that  the  reason  why  they  did  not 
appoint  a  gentleman  who  was  able  to 
speak  Welsh  was  because  they  could 
not  find  any  member  of  the  Bar  having 
that  as  well  as  the  other  necessary 
qualifications.  But  the  Attorney 
General  did  not  take  that  ground  of 
defence.  It  was  not  suggested  that 
there  were  not  such  gentlemen  ;  the 
only  defence  was  that  the  Liberal  Lord 
Chancellor  had  also  disregarded  the 
Resolution  of  1872.  Now,  two  wrongs 
do  not  make  a  right — and  that  is  no 
defence  at  all.  Having  regard  to  the 
Resolution  of  1872,  which  I  think  is 
more  required  at  present  than  when 
it  was  passed,  and  looking  at  the 
case  as  put  by  the  other  side,  and  the 
way  it  has  been  answered,  I  shall  feel 
it  my  duty  to  vote  against  the  Govern- 
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(5.50.)  Mr.  SAMUEL  T.  EVANS 
(Glamorgan,  Mid.)  :  I  think  it  is  ob- 
servable, and  everyone  who  has  spoken, 
with  the  single  exception  of  the 
Attorney  General,  has  spoken  against 
the  conduct  of  the  Lord  Chancellor. 
It  is  a  curious  fact  that  we  are  dis- 
cussing an  appointment  of  a  County 
Court  Judge  to  the  very  Circuit 
in  reference  to  which  this  Resolution  of 
1872  was  passed.  Nobody  has  been  able 
to  deny  that  this  is  a  Welsh  district, 
that  the  vast  majority  of  the  people 
speak  Welsh,  and  Welsh  only ;  and 
that  it  is,  therefore,  a  district  which 
came  within  the  Resolution.  There  are 
also  many  barristers  on  the  Welsh 
Circuits  who  could  speak  the  language, 
who  are  otherwise  qualified.  Let  me 
say  that  w7e  are  not  attacking  the  Govern- 
ment upon  this  matter.  The  ap- 
pointment was  made  by  the  Lord 
Chancellor,  and  it  is  his  conduct 
we  challenge.  The  Attorney  General 
seemed  to  take  it  for  granted  that  the 
Lord  Chancellor  did  not  act  in  forget- 
fulness  of  this  Resolution,  and  onehon. 
Gentleman  told  us  that  the  Lord 
Chancellor  did  not  have  this  Resolution 
in  his  mind. 

Sir  J.  PULESTON 
assumed    he    had    not 
authority. 

Mr.  S.  EVANS:  I  so  understood 
the  hon.  Member.  We  may  now  take 
it  for  granted  that  the  Government  is 
the  keeper  of  the  Lord  Chancellor's 
conscience.  In  regard  to  the  defence 
of  the  Attorney  General,  it  appears  to 
me  to  be  this  :  that  Mr.  Cecil  Beresford 
was  appointed  by  the  Lord  Chancellor, 
who  knew  that  he  had  not  a  knowledge 
of  the  Welsh  language,  who  knew  that 
it  was  a  Welsh-speaking  district,  and 
who  knew  that  there  were  other  men 
on  the  Circuit  well  qualified.  I  think 
the  wThole  defence  of  the  Lord  Chancel- 
lor has  crumbled  into  atoms.     As  for 

Mr.  Beresford's  merits 

Sir  RICHARD  WEBSTER :  I  said 
I  would  not  discuss  the  merits  of  Mr. 
Beresford ;  but  my  refusal  must  not 
be  taken  to  indicate  that  the  gentle- 
man was  not  considered  to  be  the  best 
candidate  for  the  appointment. 

Mr.  S.  EVANS :  We  hear  it  now 
for  the  first  time  that  those  applicants 
for  the  post  who  could  speak  Welsh 
were  not  well  qualified  in  other 
respects. 


I  said  that  I 
I    had     no 


Sir    RICHARD    WEBSTER:    So 
well  qualified. 

Mr.  S.  EVANS  :  I  venture  to  affirm 
that  they  are.  I  have  had  the 
honour  of  practising  before  Mr.  Cecil 
Beresford,  and  although  I  do  not 
say  he  is  unfit  to  discharge  the 
duties  of  a  County  Court  Judge, 
I  will  answrer  without  hesitation 
that  there  are  other  men  attached 
to  the  Welsh  Bar  who  speak  Welsh, 
and  who  are  quite  as  well  qualified  as 
he  from  a  legal  point  of  view.  It 
might  be  interesting  to  know  that  when 
County  Courts  were  first  established  in 
Wales  the  Judges  were  most  perfectly 
conversant  writh  the  Welsh  language. 
If  we  only  brought  this  matter  on  foi 
the  first  time  to-day,  we  should  have 
an  abundantly  strong  case,  but  we 
have  the  Resolution  of  the  House  tc 
further  strengthen  it.  This  is  a  Resolu- 
tion of  the  House  of  Commons ;  th< 
Lord  Chancellor  is  the  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Lords,  and  if  we  have  an] 
respect  for  ourselves  at  all  as  f 
Democratic  Assembly  we  will  express 
the  sense  of  the  House  at  the  Lore 
Chancellor  in  another  House  con 
ducting  himself  in  such  a  way  as  to 
disregard  the  Resolution  of  this  House 
The  Attorney  General  has  expressed  hi 
sympathy  with  Welsh  national  senti 
ments ;  but  we  should  be  much  mop 
thankful  if  he  practically  illustrates  i 
by  going  into  the  Lobby  in  suppoi 
of  the  Resolution,  as  there  is  little  us 
expressing  sympathy  with  nations 
sentiments  and  then  disregarding  then 

*(5.55.)  Mr.  CHARLES  J.  DAB 
LING  (Deptford) :  It  appears  that  no 
only  are  Members  prompted  by  a  desk 
to  abuse  the  County  Court  Judg 
for  Mid  Wales,  but  that  they  ar 
prompted  by  a  desire  to  attac 
the  Lord  Chancellor ;  that  the; 
desire  this  Democratic  Asssembl 
to  pass  a  Resolution  because  it  weJ 
comes  an  opportunity  to  inflict  som 
injury,  some  stigma,  some  insult  upo 
him  as  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Lordi 
How  is  the  Lord  Chancellor  to  me* 
this?  He  is  not  able  to  come  to  thi 
House,  fortunately,  perhaps,  for  son 
Members.  But  it  has  been  show 
by  the  Attorney  General  that  sine 
the  Resolution  was  passed  appoinl 
ments  of  a  similar  character  ha* 
been  made  by  the  other  side. 
understood  the  Attorney  General  toai 
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that  the  Lord  Chancellor  had  not  this 
Resolution  present  to  his  mind.  ["  No.") 
I  understood  him  to  sayiso.  I  understood 
him  to  say  that  the  Lord  Chancellor 
had  forgotten  it  when  appointing  Mr. 
Beresford,  as  Lord  Selborne  had  for- 
gotten it  when  he  appointed  Mr.  Owen, 
a  gentleman  who  could  not  speak 
Welsh,  but  had  only  a  somewhat  Welsh 
name.  Nor  is  this  forgetfulness  to  be 
wondered  at,  having  regard  to  the 
number  of  Resolutions  of  this  House. 
I  admit  that  it  is  not  likely  that  any 
appointment  to  a  Welsh  Judgeship  will 
be  made  in  the  future  by  Lord  llalsbury 
without  some  regard  being  paid  to  this 
Resolution.  What  may  be  done  when 
a  Liberal  Government  conies  into  Office 
I  can  only  judge  of  by  the  case  of  Mr. 
Owen.  It  seems  to  me  that  the 
matter  might  be  allowed  to  drop, 
because  no  good  can  be  done  by  the 

Cing  of  this  Resolution  more  than 
been  done  already.  That  being  so, 
I  have  no  difficulty  in  voting  against  it. 
*(6.4.)  Mr.  ALFRED  THOMAS  (Gla- 
morgan, E.)  :  I  have  to  say  that  I 
believe  it  is  almost  impossible  that 
justice  can  be  done  under  any  other 
circumstances  than  those  indicated  in 
the  Motion  of  my  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Carnarvon.  I  heard  of  a 
very  remarkable  case  that  occurred 
some  months  ago  in  the  Court  in  which 
Judge  Gwilym  Williams  sits.  I  wrote 
to  Judge  Williams  and  asked  him  to 
give  me  the  particulars  of  the  case ; 
and  with  the  permission  of  the  House 
I  will  read  his  reply  : — 

"  Miskin  Manor,  Pontyclun, 

"  February  18th,  1892. 

"Dear    Mr.    Thomas,— The  ease,   I  think, 
to  which    you  refer  is  that  of   a  man  who 
aid  failed  to  make  himself  understood  to  the 
Bagistrar,    and    on    whom    an    order    wan 
Bade   and    a    judgment    summons    issued, 
and  on  this  being  heard  before  mc  I   dis- 
covered his  utter  ignorance  of  English,  and 
that  he  was  not  indebted  to  his  creditor,  the 
nralt  being  that  I  struck  out  the  case.    I  am 
of  opinion  that  the  mistake  arose  from  the 
mana  .ignorance  of  English,  and  my  know- 
ledge of   Welsh    prevented   a    further  mis- 
carriage of  justice/* 

I  consider  that  a  very  strong  case 
indeed/  and  no  comment  is  needed 
upon  it.  I  have  also  known  similar 
cases  of  the  miscarriage  of  justice  in 
the  Criminal  Courts.  I  know  one  case 
where  a  man  was  tried  for  murder,  and 
was  sentenced  to  the  extreme  penalty 


of  the  law.  The  man  did  not  know 
that  he  was  sentenced  to  death  until 
the  gaoler  who  was  putting  him  into 
the  cells  explained  to  him  in  Welsh 
that  sentence  of  death  had  heen  passed 
upon  him.  I  have  heard  a  great  deal  in 
this  Dehate  regarding  appointments.  I 
have  no  wish — I  disclaim  anv  desire — to 
cast  any  aspersion  on  ilis  Honor  Judge 
Beresford.  Except  that  he  does  not  speak 
the  Welsh  language,  I  helieveheisamost 
excellent  Judge.  But  with  regard  to 
the  appointment,  1  am  sorry  that  the 
Lord  Chancellor  did  not  follow  the  pre- 
cedent which  occurred  with  regard  to 
the  appointment  of  Judge  Gwilym 
Williams.  There  never  was  an  appoint- 
ment made  to  a  County  Court  judge- 
ship in  Wales  that  was  more  popular 
than  that  of  Judge  Gwilym  Williams, 
who  was  promoted  from  being  a  Stipen- 
diary Magistrate.  I  regret  that  the 
precedent  has  not  been  followed  in  the 
case  of  Judge  Beresford,  and  that  the 
Stipendiary  Magistrate  who  succeeded 
Judge  Gwilym  Williams  has  not  been 
appointed,  or  another  Stipendiary 
Magistrate,  the  Stipendiary  Magistrate 
for  Cardiff,  who,  I  believe,  would  have 
been  equally  qualified  to  fill  the  position. 
Let  me  say,  in  conclusion,  that  I  heartily 
hope  that  some  good  will  come  of  the 
present  Debate,  and  that  gentlemen 
will  be  appointed  in  future  who  can  be 
reasonably  expected  to  do  justice  to 
this  position. 

(6.7.)  Mr.  DAVID  RANDELL 
(Glamorganshire,  Gower)  :  In  rising  to 
support  this  Motion  I  have  no  desire  to 
say  anything  against  Judge  Beresford. 
On  the  contrary ;  from  my  experience 
of  him  he  seems  extremely  courteous 
to  suitors  and  gentlemen  practising  in 
his  Court ;  and  he  shows  consideration 
for  the  disabilities  of  Welsh  witnesses  in 
allowing  their  evidence  to  be  interpreted. 
But  the  very  anxiety  and  solicitude 
shown  by  the  late  Judge  Beresford  in 
getting  the  evidence  of  Welsh  witnesses 
interpreted  into  English  seems  to  me 
to  be  the  strongest  argument  in  favour 
of  this  Motion  and  the  appointment 
of  Welsh-speaking  Judges.  I  have 
often  heard  the  late  Judge  Beresford 
defend  Welsh  witnesses  from  unjust 
attacks  made  upon  them  in  reference 
to  the  allegation  of  perjury.  Indeed, 
the  Judge  has  himself  many  times 
in  his  Court  alluded  to  the  diffi- 
culty of  Welsh  witnesses  in  making 
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themselves  properly  understood.  I 
would  wish  to  call  attention  to  the 
fact  that  gentlemen,  when  appointed 
to  judicial  posts  in  India,  are  sup- 
posed to  possess  the  indispensable 
qualification  of  a  knowledge  of  the  lan- 
guage of  the  native  population;  and  if  that 
is  a  precedent  that  has  been  established 
in  this  House  in  reference  to  appoint- 
ments in  India,  surely  that  qualifi- 
cation ought  to  be  indispensable  in 
relation  to  judicial  appointments  nearer 
home — namely,  in  the  Principality.  I 
think,  myself,  that  it  is  a  somewhat 
humiliating  position  for  Judges  in 
County  Courts  in  Wales  to  occupy  ; 
to  be  helplessly  in  the  hands  of  Welsh 
witnesses,  and  oftentimes  ignorant 
interpreters.  I  am  of  opinion,  having 
had  considerable  experience  in  County 
Courts  in  Welsh  districts,  that  it  is 
absolutely  necessary  to  appoint  Judges 
conversant  with  the  Welsh  language. 
On  personal  grounds  I  wish  to 
say  that  I  would  have  much  preferred 
that  this  discussion  had  arisen  on 
another  appointment ;  but,  on  general 
and  public  grounds,  I  must  unhesita- 
tingly, and  without  any  qualification, 
vote  for  the  Motion  of  my  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  Carnarvon,  and  I  trust 
it  will  have  support  from  all  sides  of 
the  House. 

(6.10.)  Mr.  WILLIAM  ABRAHAM 
(Glamorgan,  Rhondda) :  It  needs  no 
apology  on  the  part  of  the  Welsh 
Members  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  and  the  Government  to  the 
important  question  of  the  necessity  of 
giving  due  recognition  and  considera- 
tion to  a  knowledge  of  the  Welsh 
language  in  the  case  of  judicial  appoint- 
ments. The  present  Government,  I 
hope,  will  not  think  that  all  the  Welsh 
Members  here  are  attacking  them  on 
this  question.  Unfortunately  for 
Wales,  the  previous  Government  have 
been  guilty  of  the  same  thing.  I  quite 
agree  with  the  Attorney  General  that 
the  question  should  not  be  made  a 
Party  question.  It  is  not  a  Party 
question,  and  I  am  very  glad  to  find 
that  there  are  Conservatives,  inside 
and  outside  of  this  House,  that  have 
raised  the  question  above  Party  con- 
siderations, and  pride  themselves  on 
defending  their  own  language,  the 
language  of  their  Mother  Country,  and 
the  necessity  thereof,  especially  in  all 
judicial  appointments,  in  Wales.  More 
Mr.  David  Ranelld 


than  that,  I  believe  that  a  number  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentlemen  who  are  sit- 
ting on  that  Front  Bench  this  afternoon, 
if    we    were     to     know    their    inner 
thoughts,    their  heart  of   hearts — that, 
they  are   in  full  sympathy   with  us  on 
this  question — and  that  they  are  com  — 
pelled  to  be  there  to  defend  the  bun^  - 
ling  and  stupidity  of  the  Lord  Char*  ~ 
cellor.     The  right  hon.  Gentleman  thv^ 
Home    Secretary    has  already 
nised  this  necessity  for  Wales  in  a  1< 
important     question    than     this    one 
I    believe  there  are  other  gentlemen" 

who  are  quite    as  ready    to  give  u 2 

proper  recognition   in   this  matter.    ^— * 
am  very  glad  to  find  that  there  is  suck:  ' 
a  unanimity  of  opinion  on  this  question^ 
outside  of  the  House  as  well  as  insid^^ 
of  the  House.     I   should  like  to  cal^ 
attention  to  the  fact  that  this  districts 
is  one  of  the  most  essentially   Welabv- 
districts    in    the  Principality.       Mid- 
Wales  County   Court  district  extends. 
along  the  west  coast  of    Wales  from 
Aberystwith     to    Pwllheli,    including 
large    portions     of     the    Counties    of 
Cardigan,  Merioneth,   and  Carnarvon, 
where    Welsh    is  the    only    language 
which   the    inhabitants  easily  under- 
stand.    To  say  that  His  Honor  Judge 
Beresford  was    able    to    conduct  the 
business  of  his  Court  in  another  dis- 
trict which  was  an  industrial  district, 
and  where  English  is  largely  spoken,  is 
no  justification  whatever  for  his  removal 
to  another  district  which  is  essentially 
a  Welsh-speaking  district.     I   think  a 
great   mistake  has  been  made,  and  I 
would  call  the  attention  of  the  Attorney 
General  to  this  fact.     This  is  not  a 
Party  question.     It  is  a  national  ques- 
tion, and  I  am  very  glad  to  be  able  to 
inform  this  House  that  there  is  such  a 
unanimity  of  opinion  among    typical 
Welshmen     outside    this     House    as 
well  as  inside   this   House   as    there 
never  was  upon   any  other   question 
before.     I  should  like  to  refer,  among 
others,   to  a  great  number  of  letters 
which  have  been  written  to  the  South 
Wales   Star  condemning  this  appoint- 
ment,  and,  in  fact,  bearing  upon  the 
general  principle.    I  should  like  to  read 
a    brief     letter     from    Sir    John    T. 
Llewelyn,  Bart.     He  says  that — 

"  In  consequence  of  my  absence  from  home 
I  have  not  received  toe  South  Wolf  Star, 
which  yon  tell  me  yon  sent  I  have,  however, 
received  your  letter  of  the  23rd  this  moraing; 
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and  in  answer  to  your  Question,  I  beg  to  say 
I  have  always  considered  a  knowledge  of  the 
'Welsh  language  desirable  as  a  qualification 
for  legal  and  some  other  public  appointments 
in  the  Welsh-speaking  parts  of  Wales." 

There  are  others  representing  the  other 

side — from  Sir  William  Thomas  Lewis, 

a  gentleman  well-known  in  Wales  for 

liis  ability,   who  has  been  appointed 

upon  at  least  four  Royal  Commissions, 
and  is  now  a  member  of  three  Royal 
Commissions ;  from  Sir  John  M. 
Stingin,  and  Mr.  Lewis  Morris.  All 
these  gentlemen  hold  different 
political  opinions,  still  they  are 
unanimous  upon  this  necessity. 
In  this  House  you  have  a  wonderful 
combination.  Imagine  for  a  moment ; 
just  think  of  it.  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Member  for  East  Denbigh 
shire  (Mr.  Osborne  Morgan),  a  Glad- 
stonian  Liberal ;  then  you  have  another, 
the  hon.  Member  for  West  Denbigh- 
(Colonel  W.  Cornwallis West),  a  Liberal 
Unionist  ;  and  the  hon.  Member  for 
Denbigh  Boroughs  (Hon.  George  T. 
Kenyon),  a  Conservative.  All  these 
gentlemen  are  at  one  on  this  question. 
Take  another  group ;  you  have  the 
hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  Swansea 
District  (Sir  H.  Hussey  Vivian), 
representing  Wales  that  was,  with  no 
professed  knowledge  of  the  Welsh  lan- 
guage. You  have  the  hon.  Baronet  the 
Member  forDevonport  (Sir  John  Henry 
Puleston),  representing  Wales  that  is, 
with  a  smattering  of  the  Welsh  lan- 
guage, but  not  quite  sufficient  for  the 
continuity  of  Welsh  arguments  nor 
conversation.  You  have  another  ;  he 
is  not  a  Baronet  by  title,  but  he  is  a  true 
Welsh  Baronet,  the  Member  for 
Merioneth  (Mr.  Thomas  Edward  Ellis). 
He  is  a  son  of  the  land ;  he  is  able  to 
apeak  the  language  perfectly,  and  makes 
no  mistake  about  his  letters.  Here, 
again,  you  have  three  gentlemen,  and 
these  three  are  at  one  upon  this  ques- 
tion. You  may  go  over  Wales  in  this 
way,  finding  them  in  triplets  here  and 
there,  and  find  them  all  at  one  upon 
this  question.  Allow  me  to  say  again, 
Mr.  Speaker,  that  this  is  not  a  Party 
question,  nor  is  it  a  question  of  a 
religious  sect  nor  of  religious  creeds. 
I  have  a  letter  upon  this  very  appoint- 
ment, in  the  South  Wales  Star,  from  the 
Very  Eev.  the  Dean  of  Llandaff  (the 
Very  Bev.  0.  J.  Vaughan),  in  which  he 


"  Sir, — The  general  principle  can  scarcely 
1)6  gainsaid,  and  it  is  desirable  that  the  Law 
should  be  administered,  as  well  as  the  Gospel 
preached,  by  those  who  understand  the 
language  of  the  people.  What  practical 
difficulties  may  beset  this  application  of  the 
principle  to  particular  cases  I  am  scarcely 
competent  to  say." 

I  have  another  letter  from  Principal 
F.  C.  Edwards,  D.D.,  Bala  College,  in 
which  he  says — 

"Dear  Sir,— I  agree  with  you  that  a 
knowledge  of  Welsh  is  an  essential  qualifica- 
tion in  any  person,  however  eminent  he  may 
be,  for  legal  and  other  public  appointments  in 
the  Welsh-speaking  parts  of  Wales.  It  is  now 
practically  acknowledged  in  ecclesiastical 
appointments.  Jt  is  notorious  that  injustice 
is  often  unwittingly  done  in  a  ( 'ourt  of  Law, 
because  the  jury  understand  neither  counsel 
nor  Judge.  This  accounts,  in  a  measure,  for 
the  tendency  of  a  Welsh  jury  to  acquit  the 
prisoner  against  the  evidence  or  the  Judge's 
summing  up.  1  take  exception  only  to  the 
implied  inference  that  every  appointment  of  a 
Judge  who  does  not  know  Welsh  is  a  job.  It 
may  or  may  not  be.  My  belief  is,  that  those 
who  make  such  appointments  do  not  know  the 
hardship  they  inflict  upon  the  Welsh  people 
generally.  For  this  reason  1  thank  you  for 
raising  the  question  and  eliciting  opinions 
upon  it." 

They  all  agree  upon  this  question.  It 
may  be  said  of  Wales  on  this  question, 
that  they  have  the  Radicals  and  the 
Nonconformists  on  one  hand,  the  Con- 
servatives and  the  Churchmen  upon 
the  other  hand — the  lions  and  the 
lambs  of  Wales  all  lying  down  together, 
and  led  by  my  young  friend,  the 
Member  for  Carnarvon.  They  are 
perfectly  unanimous  upon  the  point ; 
but  I  believe  that  the  question  is  a 
question  of  justice  and  a  question  of 
necessity.  I  am  not  a  lawyer,  but  for- 
tunately I  have  a  number  of  legal 
friends  around  me.  I  have  been 
told  that  there  is  a  maxim  of  law  that 
a  man  should  be  tried  by  his  peers,  and 
I  am  told,  also,  that  this  is  carried  out 
as  a  general  rule  almost  everywhere  but 
in  Wales.  Why  should  the  monoglot 
Welshman  be  placed  at  a  disadvantage 
that  no  other  member  of  the  British 
Empire,  that  belongs  to  a  distinct 
nationality  having  a  language  of  its 
own,  is  placed  at?  In  fact,  Wales 
ought  to  be  considered  by  England  as 
the  nearest  of  kin,  as  it  were  in  a  sense 
the  loveliest,  nay,  I  would  almost  say 
the  best  of  her  children.  I  claim  that 
the  relationship  of  England  with  Wales 
is  closer  than  any  other  part  of  the 
United  Kingdom.  You  cannot  have  a 
King  in  England  without  his  being  first 
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a  Prince  of  Wales.     Why,  then,  should 
Wales  be  treated  in  such  an  exceptional 
way  as  it  is — to  have  its  national  rights 
disregarded  by  this  or  any  other  Go- 
vernment?     I  do  not  think  that  any 
lawyer   in   the    House    would    for    a 
moment  question  the  ability  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Attorney  General 
as  a  lawyer  to  sit  upon  Welsh  questions. 
But  supposing  for  a  moment  that  this 
House  was  a  County  Court,  and  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  presided  in  that 
Court,  and  that  I,  a  Welshman,   ap- 
peared   before    him,    and    could    not 
understand  exactly  what  was  going  on, 
and   supposing   I   would    say   "  Mae'r 
Achos    i'm   erbyn    yn    hollol   annheg 
Siaradwch  Gymraeg — parablwch    eich 
geirian — Bhowch      i'm    clrwaren-teg," 
what    would  he    say?    With    all    his 
knowledge  of  the  law,  and  with  all  the 
kindliness   of  his  heart,  he   would   be 
still  unable  to  do  me  justice.     There- 
fore, if  that  would  be  the  case  between 
him  and  me,  what  would  it  be  between 
a   Welshman  and    a    gentleman   who 
could    not   understand   Welsh  in   the 
same  position  ?     That  is  the  real  diffi- 
culty ;  and,  at  all  events,  I  have  this 
opinion  of  the  great   English    nation, 
that  if  they  could  for  a  moment  sub- 
stantiate those  difficulties  they  would 
remove  them  at  once,  that  they  would 
do  everything  in  their  power  to  remove 
them.     My   position   as   a   miner   has 
given  me  occasion  oftentimes  to  appear 
in  Courts  with  some  of  my  legal  friends 
defending  the  cases  of  workmen,  and  I 
could   point   to  a  number  of    special 
occasions  where,  by  the  kindness  of  the 
Judge,    I     was    allowed    to    interfere 
between  Englishmen  and  Welshmen.    I 
remember  a  case  where   an    English 
employer,  who  did  not  understand  the 
language  of  his  workman,  shouted  out 
in  Court  that  the  man  was  perjuring 
himself ;  and  the  Judge,  who  was  not 
a  Welshman,  but  a  kind-hearted  man, 
of  himself  would  have  had  no  power 
to  question  this  man  had  it  not  been 
for  the  fact  that  there  was  a  Welshman 
in  Court.     Although  I  had  no  standing 
there,  still  I  stood  up   in   the   Court, 
begged  pardon  of  the  Judge,  and  asked 
to    be    allowed    to     state    the    case. 
Again  and  again  have  I  jumped  up  in 
Court  and  begged  pardon  of  the  Judge, 
and  asked  to  be  allowed  to  explain  to 
him.     When  the  case  was  explained  to 
him,  not  only  did  the  Judge  declare 
Mr.  William  Abraham 


that  the  man  was  right,  but  the 
manager  would  say  the  same  thing.  I 
could  cite  many  instances  of  that  kind, 
but  I  will  only  say  that  I  have  con- 
fidence that  the  Leader  of  the  House 
will  help  us  in  this  matter. 

Mr.  J.  BRYN  ROBERTS  (Car- 
narvonshire,  Eifion) :  Sir,  I  should 
have  thought  that  the  attention  of  the 
Attorney  General  having  been  drawn 
to  this  matter,  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  would  have  sought  the 
earliest  opportunitypf  repairing  the  mis- 
take he  has  made.  The  Attorney 
General  has  not  been  instructed  to  do 
anything  of  the  kind.  That  being  bo, 
I  can  only  say  that  if  this  gentleman 
is  left  to  administer  justice  or  injustice, 
and  half  of  his  Circuit  is  in  the  division 
which  I  represent,  then,  as  opportunities 
will  arise  every  Session  on  the  County 
Court  Vote  for  the  discussion  of  his 
salary,  this  Government  and  succeeding 
Governments  will  not  hear  an  end  of 
the  matter  until  the  grievance  of  which 
we  complain  is  removed. 

The  FIRST  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY  (Mr.    A.    J.    Balfoub,   Man- 
chester, E.) :    Sir,   I   think  everybody 
who  has  heard  the  speech  of  the  hon. 
Gentleman     the      Member     for     the 
Rhondda    Valley    will   have    listened 
to     it     with     very    great    sympathy, 
and  certainly,  so  far  as  I  am  personally 
concerned,  I  may  tell  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man that  I  heard  it  with  a  very  large 
measure     of    agreement.      The    hon. 
Gentleman  had  two  points  in  view  in 
his  speech.     One  was,  if  I  may  say  so, 
the  sentimental  or  national  point  of 
view ;  the  other  was  the  practical  and 
legal  point  of  view  that  arises  when  a 
Judge  who  presides  in  a  Court  does  not 
understand  the  language  of  those  who 
are  called  before  him.     With  regard  to 
the  first  point — the  national  point — I 
can  assure  the  hon.  Gentleman  that  I 
believe  all  the  Judges  in  the  County 
Courts  of  Wales  who  have  been  ap- 
pointed for  many  years  past  have  been 
Welshmen  ;     and    although,    unfortu- 
nately, it  is  true  that  many  of  them  do  not 
understand  the  Welsh  language,  it  has 
never  occurred  to  the  present  Govern- 
ment, or  to  any  of  their  predecessors,  so 
far  as  I  know,  to  do  anything  in  the 
disposal    of    their    Welsh    patronage 
which  could  by  any  possibility  hurt  the 
feelings  of  even  the  most  sensitive  of 
the  hon.  Gentleman's  fellow-country- 
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men.    With  regard  to  the  most  im- 
portant issue  raised  by  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man and  those  who  preceded  him  in 
Debate — the  point  connected  with  the 
language  spoken  by  the  County  Court 
Judges — I  wpould  lay  down  a  general 
proposition.      I    entirely    agree    with 
every  single  word  that  has  been  said 
as  to  its  being  an   enormous  advan- 
tage, other  things    being  equal,   that 
the  Judge  who  presides  over  a  Court 
should    understand    the    language    of 
every     person     called     before     him, 
whether  as  litigant  or  witness.     And, 
Sir,  I    do  not   think   that   the    Lord 
Chancellor  or  any  of  his  predecessors 
have  ever  taken  any  other  view,  though 
perhaps  the  terms  of  the  Resolution  of 
twenty  years  ago  may  not  always  have 
been  present  in  full  strength  in  their 
minds.      But  while  concurring  in  that 
general  proposition,  wo  cannot  deduce 
bom  it  that  every  County  Court  Judge 
who  is  to    be     appointed    in     Wales 
should  be  a  gentleman   speaking  the 
Welsh  language.   If  hon.  Members  will 
look  back   to  the   Debate  of    twenty 
years  ago,  in  a  House  of  very  different 
complexion  and  composition,  elected  by 
a  very  different  constituency,  they  will 
see  that  the  Government  of  the  day, 
headed  by  the  right  hon.   Gentleman 
the   Member  for  Midlothian,  did   not 
accept  the  Amendment  or  Resolution 
in    the    terms    in  which  it   was  put 
forward    by   the  right    hon.    Gentle- 
man    the     Member    for    East     Den- 
bighshire.     On     the    contrary,     they 
thought    it    necessary    to    add  quali- 
fying   words,    which     were    inserted 
obviously  for  the  purpose  of  allowing 
the  Lord  Chancellor,  if  he  thought  the 
interests  of  justice  or  the  interests  of 
local    administration    required    it,    to 
appoint    other    than     Welsh-speaking 
Judges.   How  has  that  Resolution  been 
interpreted  by  successive  Governments  ? 
Of  course,  I  am  not   mentioning  this 
point  for  the  purpose  of  raising  Party 
strife,  or  for  the  purpose  of  making 
comparisons  between    the    merits    or 
demerits  of  the   various    Parties.      I 
think  that,  with  perhaps  one  exception, 
we    have    avoided    anything    in    the 
nature  of  Party  recrimination  in  this 
Debate,  and  I  am  the  last  man  to  desire 
to  introduce  it.     I  only  draw  attention 
to  this  fact:  that  of  all   the  Judges 
appointed  by  the  very  eminent  men  of 
both  Parties  who  have  filled  the  office 


of  Lord   Chancellor   since   1872,   only 
two,  or  possibly  three,  gentlemen  have 
been    appointed    who    actually    spoke 
Welsh  with  facility,  and  decidedly  the 
larger  number,  though  Welshmen,  were 
not  acquainted  with  the  Welsh  tongue. 
The  reason  of  this  is  that,  rightly  or 
wrongly — very  likely  wrongly  ;  I  do  not 
pretend  to   prejudge   the   matter — the 
various   Lord  Chancellors  in  question 
conceived  that  though  there  were  real 
objections  to  appointing  a  man  who  did 
not    know    Welsh,    those     objections 
were  outweighed  by  the  other  qualifica- 
tions possessed  by  the  candidate.  And 
I  conceive  that  some  such  licence  of 
judgment    must  be   left   to  the   Lord 
Chancellor,   unless  you   are    going  to 
circumscribe,  much  more  than  was  done 
in  the  Resolution  passed  by  the  House 
in   1872,  the  area  within  which  there 
must  be  a  Welsh-speaking  Judge.    The 
Circuit     which     is     in    question     to- 
day, as  in  1872,  is,  I  am  informed,  the 
most    Welsh-speaking     Circuit.      Yet 
I      apprehend      that     even    in    that 
Circuit     a      very      large      proportion 
of      the     inhabitants     know     English 
as      well      as      Welsh.      I      daresay 
the  larger  number  know  Welsh  ;  many 
of  course  do  not  know  Welsh,  and   a 
very  large  proportion  know  English  as 
well  as  Welsh.      I  am  informed  that 
while  Aberystwith  is  no[doubt  the  centre 
of  a  very  large  Welsh-speaking  popula- 
tion,   that    even    there    probably  the 
majority    of     the     inhabitants     speak 
English  as  well  as  Welsh ;   whilst  the 
important   districts    of   Newtown  and 
Welshpool  are  both  very  broadly  com- 
posed of  English-speaking  rather  than 
Welsh-speaking  people;  whilst  that  same 
district  includes  Radnorshire,  which  is, 
I   am    informed,  an    almost    entirely 
English-speaking  county,  and  part  of 
Herefordshire,   which   is  not   only  an 
English-speaking  county,  but  is  actually 
in  England.     Even  in  this  most  Welsh- 
speaking  district  there  is  an  enormous 
population  which  is  well  served  by  the 
English    County    Court.       Now,    Sir, 
though  Welsh  is  largely  spoken  in  that 
Circuit,  you  would  do  a  great  injury  to 
the  purely  English-speaking  population 
if  you  limited  every  Lord  Chancellor, 
under  every  circumstance  of  the  case* 
to  choose  a  Judge  not  from  the  relatively 
enormous  numoer  of  members  of  the 
English  Bar  as  a  whole,  but  from  the 
relatively  restricted   number  of  those 
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who  were  Welshmen,  and  who  are  not 
only  Welshmen,  but  speak  Welsh.  I 
am  not  suggesting  for  a  moment  that 
you  may  not  find  suitable  men  who  can 
speak  Welsh ;  but  I  say  that,  so  far  as  the 
English  inhabitants  are  concerned,  if 
you  lay  down  a  rigid  rule  that  a  Lord 
Chancellor  is  to  be  bound  to  make  his 
selection  not  from  the  English  Bar  as 
a  whole,  but  from  that  practically  small 
fraction  acquainted  with  the  Welsh 
tongue,  then,  to  begin  with,  some 
inquiry  should  be  held  in  order  to 
mark  out  that  area  where  the  number 
of  Welsh-speaking  inhabitants  is  so 
great  that  a  practical  injustice  would 
accrue  to  them  from  the  appointment 
of  an  English-speaking  Judge.  It  has 
not  been  maintained  by  a  single  speaker 
on  the  other  side  that  Judge  Beresford 
is  not  fitted  for  his  office,  or  that  he 
has  not  shown  himself  absolutely 
adequate  to  perform  his  duties. 
(Opposition  cries  of  "  No,  no.")  I  do 
not  wish  to  press  the  point  too  far  ; 
but,  from  all  the  information  which  has 
reached  me,  I  am  disposed  to  believe 
that  Judge  Beresford,  who  has  already 
had  experience  as  a  County  Court 
Judge  in  a  part  of  Wales  where  Welsh 
is  largely  spoken,  has  given  satisfac- 
tion. If  the  House  were  to  adopt  the 
Resolution  it  would  be  not  merely  a 
reflection  upon  the  Lord  Chancellor, 
but  upon  a  gentleman  who  has  for 
many  years  been  carrying  out  the 
duties  of  a  County  Court  Judge 
adequately  in  the  past,  and  who  is 
likely  to  do  so  efficiently  in  the  future. 
That  is  surely  a  step  we  should  not 
take.  It  can  do  no  possible  good.  I 
should  be  perfectly  ready  to  assent  to 
any  reasonable  plan,  if  one  can  be 
proposed,  for  the  delimitation  of  the 
Welsh-speaking  area,  so  that  in  those 
districts  where  the  Welsh  language 
predominates  it  should  be  obligatory 
to  appoint  a  Welsh-speaking  Judge. 
So  long,  however,  as  you  do  not  make 
that  delimitation,  you  must  allow 
licence  to  the  Lord  Chancellor  ;  and  by 
re-affirming  the  Resolution  of  1872  and 
carrying  this  Amendment  we  shall  do 
nothing  to  strengthen  the  Resolution 
already  passed  by  the  House  of  Com- 
mons. The  Government  fully  agree 
and  adhere  to  the  terms  of  the  Resolu- 
tion of  1872,  and  our  views  of  the 
importance  of  that  Resolution  have 
been  strengthened  by  the  Debate 
Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour 


that  has  occurred.  I  can  assure  the 
House  that  a  note  will  be  taken 
of  all  that  has  been  said  this  evening, 
and  if  it  falls  to  the  Government  again 
to  deal  with  the  question  of  leal 
patronage  in  Wales,  it  will  be  grided 
by  what  has  been  said.  But  unless 
some  plan  can  be  devised  for  delimita- 
tion, I  would  earnestly  deprecate 
the  House  taking  a  step  which  cannot 
serve  the  cause  the  Welsh  Members  hm 
at  heart,  namely,  the  appointment  of 
gentlemen  speaking  the  Welsh  lan- 
guage to  deal  with  Welsh  legal  busi- 
ness. If  the  House  were  to  pass  the 
Resolution  it  would  cast  a  most  unde- 
served slight  upon  a  very  distinguished 
County  Court  Judge,  and  they  would, 
at  the  same  time,  make  an  attack  upon  a 
Member  of  the  Government  which  I, 
at  all  events,  as  his  colleague  and  a 
Member  of  his  Party,  cannot  admit  to 
bo  justified  and  cannot  acquiesce  in. 

Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOUBT 
(Derby) :  I  quite  agree  with  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman    and  with  those  who 
have  said  that  this  discussion  ought  to 
he  kept  quite  free  from  Party  politics. 
The  right  hon.   Gentleman    says  the 
Government  desired  to  adhere  to  and 
carry  out  the  Resolution  of  1872.    But 
in  order  that  they  may  abide  by  that 
Resolution,  I  should  with  great  respect 
recommend  that  they  should  read  ii  ft 
is  perfectly  plain  that  that  preliminary 
process  has  not  been  performed  either 
by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  who  has 
just  sat  down  or  by  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor.    The  right  hon.  Gentleman  said 
the  Resolution  applied  to  the  whole  of 
Wales,  and  that  unless  you  limited  it, 
it  would  be  impossible  to  carry  it  out. 
The  Resolution  does  not  apply  to  the 
whole  of  Wales,  but  it  is  specifically 
pointed  out  that  it    only  applies  to 
those    parts    of     Wales    where    the 
Welsh  language   is   generally  spoken. 
Therefore,  Sir,  the  delimitation  which 
the    right    hon.    Gentleman    desired 
has  already  been  made,  and  is  the  basis 
of  the  Resolution,  and  the  only  qualifi- 
cation is,  "  as  far  as  the  limits  of  selec- 
tion will  allow."    The  Resolution  does 
not  speak  of  Wales  generally,  but  ol 
limited  parts  where  the  Welsh  language 
is  the  predominant  language  ;  and  the 
right     hon.     Gentleman    thought    he 
removed  that  argument  by  pointing  out 
that  in  Welshpool,  Radnorshire,   and 
Newtown    the    English   language   ii 
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spoken.  It  is  not  suggested  that  you 
mould  appoint  a  man  who  cannot  speak 
English,  and  it  is  astounding  that  logic 
should  be  expended  upon  a  proposition 
of  that  character. 

Mb.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  must  con- 
tradict the  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
version  of  my  speech.  The  injury  I 
anticipated  in  the  English-speaking 
parts  was  not  in  the  fact  that  the 
Judge  knew  Welsh,  but  that  if  you 
made  that  necessary,  the  choice  must 
be  made  from  a  very  restricted  number 
of  men. 

8m  WILLIAM  HARCOURT:  I 
will  come  to  that  directly.     I  am  now 

Kthe  Resolution,  which  is  to  this 
:  that  in  the  districts  where  the 
Welsh  language  is  predominant,  the 
Judge  appointed  shall  be  able  to  speak 
and  understand  the  Welsh  language — 
with  this  limitation,    "so  far  as  the 
limits  of  selection  will  admit."     Now, 
what  does  that  mean  but  that  you  are 
bound  to  appoint  a  man  who  can  speak 
the  Welsh  language,  and  upon  you  lies 
the  onus,  when  you  depart  from   the 
principle  laid  down,   of  proving  that 
within  the  limits  of  selection  there  was 
no  such  man  available,  possessing  the 
necessary  qualifications.     I  do  not  go 
back  upon  former  cases,  for  I  have  no 
Deans    of    knowing    what    were  the 
'  means  of  selection.     What  we  have  to 
1  do  with  is  this  particular  appointment. 
Now,  Sir,  the  Government  have  to  show 
one  of  two  things.   They  have  either  to 
ihow  that  this   was  done    when    the 
Besolution  was  not  fully  in  view,  and 
bom  that  standpoint  the  hon.  Member 
far  Deptford  (Mr.   Darling)    felt    the 
weakness      of     the      position.       The 
Attorney  General  has  not  accepted  it ; 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  has  not 
ftooepted  it.  The  Lord  Chancellor  might 
*y  he  had  not  the  Resolution  imme- 
diately under  his  notice.  That  was  what 
die  Member  for  Deptford  tried  to  put 
into  the  mouth  of  the  Attorney  General ; 
tod  I  may  say  that  it  is  not  quite  pro- 
fessional for  a  junior  to  put  an  argu- 
ment of  that  kind  into  the  mouth  of  his 
leader.     The  Government  must  either 
show  that  a  properly  qualified  Welsh- 
speaking  barrister  could  not  be  found,  or 
thai   the   Lord  Chancellor  acted  yer 
incuriam,  without  having  fully  in  view 
the  obligation  imposed  upon  him  by  the 
Resolution  of  the  House.  If  the  Govern- 
ment hod  said, "  This  was  an  oversight,  it 


was  not  done  deliberately,  and  we  will 
take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  removing 
this  gentleman,  against  whom  nobody 
desires  to  say  a  word,  and  who,  no 
doubt,  is  perfectly  qualified,  and  put 
into  that  district  a  gentleman  who  can 
speak  Welsh,"  that  would  have  been 
what  I  call  a  business-like  way  of 
dealing  with  the  matter.  Nobody  would 
have  desired  to  press  unduly  on  the  Lord 
Chancellor.  But  that  is  not  the  course 
that  has  been  taken.  They  have  said 
this  is  a  justifiable  appointment,  and  that 
places  us  in  a  very  difficult  position. 
The  Government  are  bound  to  tell  us 
what  were  the  overwhelming  reasons 
which  induced  them  to  override  the 
Resolution  of  1872,  and  what  was  the 
great  superiority  of  this  gentleman  over 
other  gentlemen  that  made  it  necessary 
for  them  to  depart  from  the  Resolution. 
I  listened  to  the  elaborate  ingenuity  of 
the  argument  of  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury,  but  it  never  came  near  the 
real  point,  which  is,  that  the  House  of 
Commons  has  said  that  you  ought  to 
appoint  as  Judges  in  Welsh- speaking 
districts  men  who  can  speak  the  Welsh 
language.  If  the  House  of  Commons 
had  not  said  so,  every  man  of  common 
sense  would  have  held  that  opinion. 
Why  have  you  not  done  it  ?  Because 
the  limits  of  selection  did  not  allow  it 
in  this  particular  case  ?  If  so,  it  means 
that  this  individual  was  so  greatly 
superior  to  every  man  who  could  talk 
the  Welsh  language  as  to  overpower  his 
ignorance  of  the  Welsh  language  and 
oblige  you  to  place  him  in  that  position. 
But  has  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
attempted  to  make  that  statement  to 
the  House?  The  Government  have 
not  asserted  that,  and  it  is  a  statement 
which  they  would  find  it  very  difficult 
to  prove.  That  being  the  case,  it 
seems  to  me  that  this  appointment  was 
distinctly  contrary  to  the  Resolution  of 
1872  ;  and  unless  you  wish  to  bring  that 
Resolution  into  contempt,  and  to  fly  in 
the  face  of  every  obvious  principle 
which  it  asserts,  I  do  not  think  that 
you  can  do  otherwise  than  vote  for  the 
Resolution.  There  has  been  no  attempt 
whatever  to  show  that,  in  this  parti- 
cular case,  there  was  any  necessity  for 
departing  from  the  principle  of  ap- 
pointing a  gentleman  who  could  talk 
the  Welsh  language ;  and  in  the 
absence  of  any  allegation  of  there 
being  any  reason  or  general  principle 
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why  the  Resolution  should  not  be 
adhered  to,  I  cannot  conceive,  inde- 
pendently of  Party  considerations,  why 
we  should  not  give  a  unanimous  vote  on 
this  occasion. 

(7.3.)    Mk.  T.  E.  ELLIS  (Merioneth- 
shire) :  I  cannot  but  express  the  great 
disappointment   with   which    my  hon. 
Colleagues      on      this     side     of     the 
House  have  listened  to  the  speech  of 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury.     We 
had  hoped  he  would  give  us  something 
besides  a  very  clever  dialectical  argu- 
ment.   But  no  amount  of  dialectics  will 
do  away  with  the  grievance  felt  by  the 
peasantry   on   this   subject.      In    this 
matter    we    have    had    to    fight    not 
only    against    the    patronage    of    the 
Lord     Chancellor,     but     against     the 
patronage     of    every    Minister.       We 
have  brought  conviction  home  in  the 
case  of  the  Education  Department ;  and 
the  Home  Secretary,  in  the  matter  of 
factory   and  mine  inspection,  has  ad- 
mitted into  an  Act  of  Parliament  the 
principle  for  which  we  have  contended; 
and  the  Prime  Minister,  in  appointing 
Bishops,  has  admitted  the  same  argu- 
ment.   No  Prime  Minister  would  think 
now  of  appointing  anybody  but  a  Welsh- 
speaking  Bishop  to  a  Welsh  see.  But  in 
two  Departments,  the  Inland  Revenue 
and  that  of  the  Lord   Chancellor,  we 
still  meet  with  this  difficulty  ;  and  the 
appointment  of  County  Court  Judges, 
the  Clerkships  of  Assize,  and  Revising 
Barristers    is    still   a   scandal   to    the 
administration  of  justice.     I  venture  to 
ask   the   Government    to    give    us    a 
promise     that      His     Honor     Judge 
Beresford    shall  be  removed  to  some 
English    County   Court   District,   and 
that  on  the  first  opportunity  they  will 
appoint  a  Welsh-speaking  barrister  to 
this  thoroughly  Welsh-speaking  district. 

Question  put. 

(7.10.)    The  House  divided  :— Aves 
166  ;  Noes  143.— (Div.  List,  No.  4.)* 

Main  Question  again  proposed. 

THE  BALLOT  ACT— ILLITERATE 
VOTEKS. 

(7.20.)  Mr.  WEBSTER  (St.  Pan- 
eras,  E.) :  I  rise  to  call  attention  to 
the  infringement  of  the  object  of  the 
Ballot  Act  for  the  protection  of  the 
voter  from  intimidation,  practised  by 
means  of  certain  clauses  in  that  Act 
permitting  the  illiterate  to  vote ;  and 
Sir  William  Harcourt 


I  should  have  desired  to  move  that,  in 
the  opinion  of  this  House,  in  the  in- 
terests of  true  freedom  of  election,  the 
clauses  in  the  Ballot  Act  which  permit 
the  illiterate  to  vote  should  be  abolished. 
It  appears  to  me  that  the  Ballot  Ad 
tends  to  defeat  its  own  object,  for  son* 
of  its  clauses  have  lent  themselves  t< 
the  perpetration  of  intimidation  of  tb 
worst  description.  What  are  tb 
particular  provisions  which  I  niainUii 
require  amendment?  They  are  ooo 
tained  in  35  &  36  Vict.  (Parlia 
mentary  and  Municipal  Elections  Ad 
C.  33,  Section  26),  which  permit 
that — 

"  Any  voter  who  makes  a  declaration,  a 
hereinafter  mentioned,  that  he  ia  aDable  I 
read,  shall,  in  the  presence  of  the  agents  a 
the  candidates,  cause  the  vote  of  such  Tots 
to  he  marked  on  a  ballot  paper  in  mama 
directed  by  such  voter,"  &c 

I  find  that  in  Italy,  where  they  havf 
universal  suffrage,  in  America,  when 
the  electoral  franchise  can  be  ob- 
tained by  all  males  after  a  short  resi- 
dence, no  such  system  prevails  which 
permits,  or  allows  who  those  are  so  unedu- 
cated as  to  be  unable  to  fill  up  a  ballot 
paper,  to  exercise  the  franchise.  My 
objection  to  this  section  is  not  based 
solely  on  the  undesirability  of  giving  to 
the  uneducated  electoral  power;  but 
that,  under  cover  of  this  permission,  in- 
timidation can  be  and  is  practised- 
worse  intimidation  than,  I  believe,  ever 
was  practised  under  the  old  system  of 
open  voting  to  all,  and  of  a  more 
flagrant  character  than  in  elections  in 
any  other  civilised  State  in  the  world. 
Those  are  the  provisions  with  respect 
to  illiterate  voting,  and  in  theory  then 
may  be  little  that  is  objectionable  in 
them.  But  what  have  they  been  in  prac- 
tice ?  What  was  the  object  and  intention 
of  the  alteration  of  the  system  of  open 
voting  in  this  country  ?  Why  was  the 
sweeping  and  radical  change  from  opei 
voting  to  voting  by  ballot  made?  Th« 
Attorney  General  for  Ireland,  Mr 
Dowse,  who  was  a  Member  of  thi 
Government  of  the  right  hon.  Membe 
for  Midlothian  at  the  time,  said — 

"  That  it  would  secure  the  elector  from  land 
lord  coercion  on  the  one  hand,  and  f*w 
intimidation  on  the  other." 

It  is  not  material  now  to  discus 
whether  there  was  any  necessity  to 
the  Act  from  the  point  of  view  of  "  land 
lord  coercion,"  except  to  say  that  ther 
is  no  such  allegation  made  now.    Be 
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what  is  the  state  of  the  case  with  re- 
neet  to  the  prevention  of  intimidation  ? 
Why  is  it  that  intimidation  is  still 
kgely  practised,  and  how  ?  I  main- 
tain that  it  is  practised  through  these 
Illiterate  provisions.  The  object  which 
the  Government  had  in  view  when 
these  provisions  were  added  to  the 
Ballot  Bill  was  the  prevention  of  dis- 
franchisement by  reason  of  illiteracy. 
this  was  unmistakably  set  forth  by  the 
kte  Mr.  W.  E.  Forster,  who  said— 

•AH  the  Government  wished  to  determine 
[If  this  Amendment  was  that  persons  who 
inatd  not  read  should  not  be  disfranchised." 


But  there  is  no  secrecy  in  the  existing 
ikw,  and    the  present   system   allows 
<  persons  who  are  not  illiterate  to  pre- 
paid that  they  are   illiterate,  for  the 
[purpose  of  intimidation.     I  find,  with 
r regard  to  the  election  of  1886,  in  Ire- 
lind,  the  agent  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
r  candidate  for  one  division  of  the  Mid- 
land Counties  states   that  if  a  voter 
were  doubtful  he  told  him  to  say  he 
hib  illiterate  ;  and  I  have  evidence  of 
:toch  practices   elsewhere,    and    of    a 
[■on  recent  date.      The   Daily  News 
of  December    last    refers    to    intimi- 
'fction    of    a    totally    different   class. 
1 1  would  point  out  that  at  this  election 
^itWaterford  a  totally  different  condi- 
tion of  affairs  existed.     We  are  aware 
that  on  that  occasion  the  hon.  Member 
hrWaterford  was  a  supporter  of  the 
policy  of  the  late  Mr.  Parnell.     On  the 
Mth  December,  1891,  the  Daily  News, 
writing  on  the  subject,  says — 

"  At  noon  more  than  half  the  expected  total 

hd  been  polled,  and  at  that  time  large  crowds 

>  hai  collected  round  the  majority  of  the  poll- 

i   *|  booths,  many  voters  being  intimidated  by 

\  the  displays  of  Party  feeling.    The  crowding 

Rand  the  atations  of  demonstrative  crowds 

hai  neat  effect  upon  the  illiterate  voters,  the 

malt  being  that  in  this  class  Mr.  Redmond 

obtained  alarge  majority." 

I  speak  on  this  question  as  one  of  broad 
public  policy,  for,  as  far  as  London  is 
concerned,  the  right  has  been  legiti- 
mately exercised  in  a  bona  fide  manner 
by  bond  fide  illiterates.  In  my  own 
constituency  at  the  last  General 
Election  I  "believe  only  four  persons 
claimed  to  vote  as  illiterates.  The 
number  who  voted  in  this  class  in 
England  and  Scotland  was  infini- 
tesimally  small.  The  Education  Act 
was  passed  20  years  ago,  and, 
therefore,  every  person  under  30 
ought  to  be  able  to  read  and  write 


sufficiently  to  record  his  vote.  The  State 
— that  is,  the  taxpayers — pays  nearly 
the  whole  cost  of  education,  and,  there- 
fore, it  has  a  right  to  say  whether  the 
right  of  voting  should  be  with  those  who 
are   so  absolutely  ignorant   that  they 
cannot  put  a  cross  against  their  name.  I 
think  the  right  of  illiterates  to  vote  is 
bad,  because  it  gives  power  to  those  who 
are  least   able   to  resist   intimidation. 
Although  the  case  is  a  very  small  one 
as  regards  England,  it  is  very  strong 
as  regards  Ireland.     Let  me  give  the 
figures   at   Donegal   election    in    1886. 
Out  of  18,000  voters  7,903  claimed  that 
they  were  unable  to  read  or  write,  and 
voted   before   the   returning  officer  in 
the  presence  of  the  personation  agent. 
In   Fermanagh,   out   of  11,863  voters 
there     were     2,968     illiterates.       In 
Monaghan,  out  of  12,177  voters  there 
were   3,220;    and   in   Tyrone,   out   of 
26,787  there  were  6,957/  These  figures 
amount    to    this,    that    at     the     last 
Election  one  out  of  every  74  in  Scot- 
land,   one  out  of  every  64  in  England, 
and  one  out  of  every  five  in    Ireland 
claimed  to  vote  as  illiterate.     I  admit 
that  at  present  the  people  of  Ireland 
are  not  so  well  educated  as  those  of 
England,  but  that  is  not  the  fault  of 
the  present   Government.      In    Ulster 
and   Belfast    the    education    is  fairly 
good,  equal  to  that  in  many  parts  of 
England ;  but  I  fear  the  state  of  things 
is  due  to  other  circumstances.     In  no 
part  of   England    is   there    any    great 
proportion     of     illiterates,    except    in 
Dudley,  where  there  were  1,293.      In 
Marvlebone  there  were  only  two,  and 
in  South  Paddington  only  one.     It  is  a 
matter  of  common  notoriety  that  many 
elections  in  the  past  were  wTon  by  the 
intimidation  of  the  League,  sustained, 
in   some   instances,  bv  the   terrors   of 
the  Church.     The  wretched  voters  in 
manv  constituencies  found  themselves 
forced  to  obey  the  agents  of  the  Home 
Rule  Party.      They  were  driven   like 
sheep   to   the   poll,  while   within    the 
booth  itself  were  local  League  officials 
to   see  that  they  voted  according  to 
orders.     This  was  a  clear  violation  of 
the  secrecy  of  the  Ballot,  but  it  is  a 
system   which   has  grown   under    the 
Illiterate    Voters'   Clause  of    the  Act, 
specially  framed  to  prevent  coercion. 
Though    there  is  no  better  form    of 
Government  than  that  which  derives 
its  power  from  a  real  representative 
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system,  there  is  none  worse  than 
that  which  permits  electors  to  be  driven 
like  sheep  to  the  poll  to  give  their 
votes  in  fear  of  spiritual  and  bodily 
danger.  I  have  no  wish  to  entirely 
disfranchise  these  voters;  there  are 
many  ways  in  which  the  most  illiterate 

can  give"  ms  vote  w*tn  *ne  utmost 
secrecy,  and  these  will  probably  be  dis- 
cussed when  the  Bill  of  my  hon. 
Friend  comes  to  be  considered.  As 
long  as  you  can  give  the  vote  secretly  I 
have  no  objection  to  it ;  but  under  the 
present  system,  when  the  vote  is  practi- 
cally given  openly  before  the  persona- 
tion agent  it  tends  to  a  large  amount 
of  danger  to  the  voter,  and  the  chance 
of  his  being  intimidated.  I  think  in 
the  public  interest  we  should  have  all 
the  electors  equally  free  to  go  to  the 
poll.  We  hear  a  great  deal  from  our 
opponents  about  one  man  one  vote,  but 
I  do  not  think  we  should  consider  that 
under  the  existing  state  of  affairs.  I 
find  that  in  Wandsworth  15,000  voters 
have  one  Representative,  while  in  Deny, 
5,000,  many  of  whom  are  illiterate, 
have  three  Representatives.  I  hope 
that  at  some  future  time  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury  may  take  up  the  ques- 
tion, not  only  as  regards  Local  Govern- 
ment in  Ireland,  but  as  it  affects 
political  representation  in  that  country. 
I  would  remind  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man that  this  is  not  a  political  ques- 
tion. I  know  for  a  fact  that  there  are 
several  leading  Members  of  the  oppo- 
site Party  who  thoroughly  agree  that 
there  are  anomalies  in  the  Ballot  Act ; 
and  I  would  also  point  out  that  at  the 
meeting  of  the  Conservative  Party  at 
Birmingham,  where  1  had  the  honour 
of  bringing  forward  the  proposal  that 
the  illiterate  vote  should  be  abolished, 
it  met  with  unanimous  approval,  on 
the  grounds  that  by  it  great  injury 
was  done  to  the  freedom  of  election  of 
Members  of  Parliament. 

(7.42.)  Mk.  M.  J.  KENNY  (Tyrone, 
Mid) :  I  listened  to  the  speech  of  the 
hon.  Gentleman  to  see  if  he  gave  any 
specific  cases  of  infringement  of  the 
Ballot  Act,  and  found,  as  I  expected, 
that  it  would  be  an  attack  directed 
against  Ireland.  Instead  of  making 
an  argument  in  favour  of  his  Motion, 
he  indulged  in  a  violent  tirade  and  an 
irrelevant  attack  on  the  religious  gen- 
tlemen of  Ireland.  I  have  had  some 
Mr,  Webster 


experience  of  elections,  and,  so  far  a* 
I  know,  in  no  instance  has  any  atten.pt 
been   made    by    any    person  of  lepl 
responsibility    to     indulge    in    illegal 
conduct  on  those  occasions.     I  do  not 
know  if  the  hon.  Gentleman  has  ever 
heard  of  the  Corrupt  Practices  Act, 
which  makes  the  most  stringent  provi- 
sion against  any  attempt  at  the  intimi- 
dation of  any   class   of   voters.     The 
Act  was  passed  in   1884,  and  a  special 
clause  was  inserted  to  deal  with  the 
case  of  any  person  exercising  any  form 
of    spiritual   intimidation.      We  hare 
had  two  General  Elections  and  many 
bye-elections      since    that     Act    was 
passed,    and   yet   no    clergyman   ha.« 
brought      himself    within    the    penal 
clauses.     It  is  a  ground  for  voiding  an 
election  if  intimidation  of  that  kind  is 
exercised.     If,  as  the  hon.  Gentleman 
says,   intimidation    was    practised  at 
certain   elections,  why  were  not  pro- 
ceedings taken   against    the  offending 
parties?   I  would  recommend  the  hon. 
Gentleman  to  be  more  careful  before 
he  makes  charges  of  this  kind  against 
anv  class  of  the  connnunitv  which  he 
is  unable  to  substantiate.     There  was 
not  a  priest  in  any  booth  at  the  Derry 
election.     A  clergyman  made  the  usual 
declaration      as      to       secrecy,    but 
I  did  not  allow  him  to  enter  the  booth. 
During  the  Sligo   election   no  priests 
entered  the  booths  on  the  eastern  side 
of  the  county,  nor  do  I  believe  they 
did  so  on  the  western  side.     Not  only 
do  Catholic  clergymen  take  an  interest 
in  elections,  but    clergymen   of  other 
denominations  also,  and  I  have  never 
heard  their  conduct  questioned.    The 
hon.  Gentleman   alleges  that  no  pro- 
tection of  the  illiterates  was  exercised. 
Every   person    in   the   booths  had  to 
make   the  statutory  declaration  as  to 
secrecy,  and  no  attempt  has  been  mad* 
to  bring  a  charge  against  any  man  for 
a  violation  of  that  declaration.     The 
Ballot   Act   has  been  in  operation  for 
something  like  20  years 

Notice  taken,  that  40  Members  were 
not  present ;  House  counted,  and  40 
Members  not  being  found  present. 

House  adjourned  at  ten  rainofctf 
before  Eight  o'doet 
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HOUSE    OF    LORDS, 

(onday,  22ml  February,  1892. 


CATTLE    DISEASE, 
QUESTION  — OBSERVATION  S . 

rl  DE  LA  WARR  :  My  Lords,  I 

after  private  notice  to  my  noble 
id,  to   ask  Her  Majesty\s  Govern- 

whether  any  steps  have  been  taken 
reference  to  the  outbreak  of  foot- 
mouth  disease  among  cattle  in 
»untry ;  and  also  whether  there  is 
»n  to  suppose  that  it  may  have  been 
ejht  into  this  country  by  imported 
3,  or  whether,  as  it  has  been  re- 
>d ;  the  poison  was  introduced  into 
country  by  raw  hides  which  came 

Germany,  and  have  been  landed  at 
rich  ?  My  Lords,  I  wish  merely  to 
this  question  to  Her  Majesty's 
trnment,  believing,  as  I  do,  that  the 

to  which  I  have  referred  are  known 

any  of  your  Lordships,  and  I  have 

3ubt  my  statement  might  be  corro- 

bed? 

ie  Marquess  of  HUNTLY :     My 

5,  before  the  noble  Earl  replies  to 

loble  Friend's  question,  I  may  say 

I  had  already  given  him  private 
s  of  a  similar  question ;  but  I 
Id  like  also  to  ask  him  further,  if  he 
allow  me,  whether  he  can  corroborate 
)t  the  information  as  to  the  importa- 

of  this  disease  through  Danish 
e,  and  whether  that  opinion,  which 
expressed  by  the  Board  of  Agri- 
ire,  is  not  now  confirmed  ?  My  noble 
ad  alluded  to  the  Report,  which 
&d  great  sensation  in  London  on 
rday  last,  that  it  had  been  ascer- 
xl,  through  the  action  of  the 
rican  Consul,  that  the  disease  had 

imported  by  raw  hides  from  a 
oan  port  landed  at  Harwich.  I 
Id  like  to  know  whether  that  is  cor- 
or  not ;  and  also  to  know  whether 
Further  outbreaks  have  been  notified 

morning  of  this  disease  in  this 
try ;  and  what  steps  the  Board  of 
culture  have  taken  to  cope  with  the 

86  ? 

as  LORD  P.iIVY  SEAL  (Earl 
kjan)  :  My  Lords,  perhaps  both  my 
)  Friends  will  allow  me  to  answer 
questions  together.  With  regard 
tie  question  of  my  noble  Friend 
)L.  I.  [new  series.] 


behind  me,  I  beg  to  remind  him  that  my 
right  hon.  Friend  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Agriculture  on  two  occasions  in 
the  House  of  Commons — on  the  11th 
inst.,  I  think,  and  as  late  as  on 
the  18th — replied  to  questions  at  very 
great  length,  stating,  step  by  step,  what 
proceedings  had  been  taken  by  the  Board 
of  Agriculture  in  view  of  the  undoubted 
outbreak  of  foot-and-mouth  disease;  and 
I  think  that  the  House  would  hardly 
wish  me  to  read  at  great  length  the 
replies  of  my  right  hon.  Friend — they 
were  published  in  all  the  newspapers; 
but,  if  my  noble  Friend  behind  me  would 
wish  to  have  them  printed,  I  could,  no 
doubt,  give  them  to  him.  With  regard 
to  the  further  question  of  the  noble 
Marquess,  no  further  facts  have  been 
elicited  by  the  Department  as  to  the 
origin  of  this  disease ;  and  with  reference 
to  the  report  which  has  obtained  cur- 
rency during  "the  last  day  or  two  (which 
I  think  had  its  origin  in  one  of  the  news- 
papers on  Sunday),  namely,  that  it  had 
been  found  that  the  origin  of  the  out- 
break was  the  importation  of  some 
infected  raw  hides  into  this  country,  the 
Board  of  Agriculture  have,  through 
their  officers,  and  with  the  assistance  of 
the  Custom  House  officials,  made  the 
very  strictest  inquiry  into  that  report, 
and  have  no  reason  whatever  to  believe 
that  thei*e  is  any  truth  or  foundation  in 
it.  I  believe  I  have  answered  the 
questions  of  both  my  noble  Friends. 

TARIFF  AGREEMENTS. 

QUESTION — OBSERVATIONS. 

The  Earl  of  KIMBERLEY :  My 
Lords,  I  wish  to  ask  the  noble  Lord  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  a 
question  of  which  I  have  given  him 
private  notice.  It  has  been  stated  in 
the  newspapers  that  an  agreement  has 
been  come  to  between  the  West  Indian 
Colonies  and  the  United  States  as  to 
certain  articles  of  tariff,  which  will  allow 
sugar,  I  believe,  to  be  imported  into  the 
United  States  on  more  favourable  terms, 
in  return  for  a  certain  concession 
in  the  tariff  for  the  West  Indian 
Islands.  I  should  be  glad  to 
know  from  the  noble  Lord  whether 
that  statement  is  true ;  whether  the 
changes  in  the  tariffs  in  the  West  Indian 
Islands  involves  any  differential  duties 
against  this  country,  or  merely  alters 
the  duties  so  as  to  lower  them  for  all 
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importers ;  and,  lastly,  whether  Papers 
will  be  laid  on  the  Table  in  a  short 
time? 

♦The   SECRETARY   of  STATE  for 
the     COLONIES   (Lord    Knutsford): 
My  Lords,  in  reply  to  the  last  part  of 
the  noble  Earl's  question,  I  would  say 
that  the  Papers  wii  Jbe  laid  on  the  Table 
at  the  earliest  possible  opportunity.     In 
the  meantime  I  had  betteranswer  the  other 
question  of  the  noble   Earl  at   a   little 
more    length,  as    the    subject    is     one 
of     very    great    importance.         About 
the  close  of  last  year  the  Colonies  were 
unofficially  and  informally  notified  that, 
unless  they  were  prepared  to  make  re- 
ductions of  their   duties,    it    would    be 
necessary     for     the    President    of    the 
United  States,  under   Article  3   of  the 
McKinley     Tariff    Act,     to    re-impose 
duties  on  sugar  shipped  from  the  Colonies 
into    the    United    States.     This   was  a 
question  of  vital  importance  to  the  West 
Indian    Colonies,     and     they    urgently 
pressed  Her   Majesty's    Government  to 
negotiate  with    the  United    States    on 
their  behalf.     I  need  hardly  say   that 
Her   Majesty's  Government   were  very 
ready    and    willing    to     do    so.       The 
result  of  the  negotiations  has  been  that 
the    different    Colonies   (Grenada    only 
excepted,  because,  I  think,  she  does  not 
import    sugar  into  the   United    States) 
have  agreed  in  some    cases    to   abolish 
altogether,  and  in  other  cases  to  reduce, 
their  import  duties  upon  certain  articles); 
and  I  may  mention  that  those  articles 
are,  in  the  main,   articles    of    food,  or 
articles  of  general  popular  consumption 
in  the  islands.     I  will  just  mention  some 
of  them,  because  I  know  the  noble  Earl 
takes    an    interest    in    this    question — 
bacon,    bread,    lard,     corn-meal,    flour, 
petroleum,  <fcc.     The  reduction  applies  to 
all  these  articles  whatever  is  the  country  of 
their  origin,  and  therefore  there  is  no 
question  at  all  of  differential  duties  in 
the  matter.    Her  Majesty's  Government 
have  very  readily  assented  to  the  reduc- 
tion of  these  import  duties  upon  articles 
of  food  and  articles  of  general  consump- 
tion, because  it  is  a  step  in  the  direction 
of  a  policy  which  has  been  pressed  upon 
these  Colonies  by  successive  Secretaries 
of  State,   certainly  by  the   noble   Earl 
himself  in  1881  and  1882,  and,  I  think, 
probably  by  the  noble  Earl  (the  Earl  of 
Derby)  also,  due  regard  of  course  being 
had  to  securing  that  there  shall  be  no 
great  loss  of  revenue.     I  will  only  add 
The  Earl  of  Kimberley 


that  the  question  of  how  to  r 
the  loss  of  revenue,  which  will 
by  these  reductions,   is   now 
the  consideration    of    all    the 
Legislatures. 

MEDINA  TUNNEL  BILL  [ 

SECOND  READING. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Sect 
ing,  read. 

Viscount  BARRINGTON :  ] 
I  "beg  to  hand  in  to  your  Lc 
letter  which  I  received  on 
morning  (handing  in  tJie  same) 
no  more  about  the  Bill  than  is 
in  that  letter,  namely,  that  th 
Council  do  not  approve  of  it  exc 
certain  circumstances. 

The  CHAIRMAN  of  COM* 
(The  Earl  of  Morley)  :  The 
Council  must  make  their  recc 
tions  at  the  proper  time. 

Bill  read  2\ 

EAST  INDIA  OFFICERS  BIL 

(No.  10.) 

COMMITTEE. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Ho 
put  into  Committee,  read. 

The  SECRETARY  of  STA 
INDIA  (Viscount  Cross):  M 
I  stated,  when  I  had  the  honor 
ing  your  Lordships*  leave  to  i 
this  Bill,  that  I  thought  the  dr. 
it  might  be  very  much  simpli 
that  I  had  only  presented  it  h 
sent  form  because  it  was  the 
which  it  passed  the  Standing  C< 
of  your  Lordships'  House  last 
now  propose,  with  your  Lordsl 
mission,  to  go  through  the  C< 
stage  pro  forma,  and  after  the  R 
been  received  to  introduce  the 
ments  and  put  down  the  Comn 
Thursday. 

House  in  Committee  (accoi 
Order). 

Bill  reported  without  Ame 
Amendments  made ;  Bill  re-oo 
to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  B 
Thursday  next ;  and  to  be  pr 
amended.     (No.  18.) 

EVIDENCE   IN    CRIMINAL    < 
BILL  [h.l.]— (No.  4.) 

House  in  Committee  (accor 
Order). 
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Bill  reported  without  Amendment; 
Standing  Committee  negatived ;  and 
Bill  to  be  read  3*  to-morrow. 

ARCHDEACONRY    OF    CORNWALL 
BILL— (No.  5.) 

SECOND  READING. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Read- 
ing, read. 

The  LORD  STEWARD  (the  Earl 
of  Mount-Edgcumbe)  :  My  Lords,  your 
Lordships  have  already  passed  this  Bill 
in  several  successive  Sessions,  and  I  do 
not  propose  to  take  up  your  time  by 
giving  explanations  which  have  been 
given  before. 

Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2.a" 
(The  Lord  Steward.) 

Motion  agreed  to:  Bill  read  2a 
(according  to  Order),  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  whole  House. 

INDIAN  COUNCILS  ACT  (1861)  AMEND- 
BILL  [h.l.]— (No.  3.) 

THIRD    READING. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Third  Read- 
ing) read. 

Bill  read  3a  (according  to  Order),  and 
passed,  and  sent  to  the  Commons. 

House  adjourned  at   twenty-five 
minutes  before  Five  o'clock. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS, 
Monday,  22nd  February,  1892. 


QUESTIONS. 


ILLEGAL  BEAM  TRAWLING  OFF  THE 
SCOTCH  COAST. 

Mb,  DUFF   (Banffshire):    I  beg  to 

**k  the  Lord  Advocate  if  the  attention 

°f  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  has  been 

called  to    the   Report  of  the  Fishery 

Board  for  Scotland  for  last  year,  wherein 

repeated    reference    is    made    to    the 

systematic  evasion  of  the  law  by  beam 

trawlers,  and  to  the  total  inadequacy  of 

the  sea  police  at  present  employed  to 

protect  the  waters  closed  against  beam 


trawling;  and  if  it  is  the  intention  of 
the  Government,  in  consequence  of  this 
official  information,  to  station  a  Marine 
Police  on  the  coast  of  Scotland  sufficient 
to  maintain  law  and  order,  at  present 
subject  to  serious  infringement  by  what 
the  Report  characterises  as  the  illegal 
depredations  of  the  trawlers  ? 

Mr.  MUNRO  FERGUSON  (Leith, 
<fcc.)  had  notice  of  the  following  ques- 
tion : — To  ask  the  Lord  Advocate 
whether  the  Admiralty  has  yet  consented 
to  place  the  ships  in  Scottish  waters 
necessary  to  secure  the  protected  areas 
from  illegal  depredation  by  trawlers  ? 

*The  LORD  ADVOCATE  (Sir  C.  J. 

Pearson,  Edinburgh   and  St.  Andrews 

Universities) :  I  propose  to  include  in  my 

answer  a  reply  to  the  question  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Leith  Burghs.  The 
Secretary  for  Scotland  has  had  under 
his  attention  the  Report  of  the  Fishery 
Board,  to  which  the  hon.  Member  refers. 
Her  Majesty's  Government  are  well 
aware  that  the  laws  in  relation  to 
trawling  are  at  present  largely  evaded. 
There  are  obvious  difficulties  in  effectively 
patrolling  800  miles  of  seaboard,  but  the 
Admiralty  have  strengthened  their  force 
of  gunboats  off  the  Scotch  coast  and  are 
making  careful  investigations  as  to  the 
best  means  of  dealing  with  this  difficult 
question. 

Mr.  DUFF  :  In  the  number  of  vessels 
appointed  for  the  purpose  will  there 
be  any  special  protection  for  the  Moray 
Firth? 

-Sir  C.  J.  PEARSON:  That  is  a 
matter  of  detail  with  which  I  am  not 
acquainted.  I  must  ask  for  notice  of  the 
question. 

Mr.    H.    T.    ANSTRUTHER    (St. 

Andrews,  &c.)  :  Can  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  answer  a  question  which  was 
formerly  put  to  the  late  Lord  Advocate 
and  upon  which  he  said  he  would  make 
inquiry,  whether  the  average  speed  of 
the  steam  trawlers  is  higher  than  that  of 
any  of  the  vessels  employed  in  the 
Marine  Police  Service?  Can  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  say  if  that  is  the 
case,  as,  according  to  my  information, 
it  is? 

*Sir  C.  J.  PEARSON :  I  am  sorry  I 
am  not  able  to  give  the  hon.  Member 
the  information  he  desires  at  this 
moment,  but  I  will  make  inquiry  into 
the  matter. 
2  N  2 
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Mr.  MUNRO  FERGUSON :  Did  I 


understand  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to 
say  that  the  Admiralty  force  had  been 
strengthened,  or  that  it  was  proposed  to 
strengthen  it  ? 

*Sib  C.  J.  PEARSON  :  I  believe  it  lias 
already  been  strengthened. 

THE  TITLE  OF  LORD  MAYOR. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON  (Belfast,  S.)  :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department  whether  the  Govern- 
ment will  recommend  to  Her  Majesty  to 
confer  on  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  the 
City  of  Belfast  the  style  and  title  of 
Lord  Mayor,  now  that  Dundee,  recently 
granted  a  City  Charter,  and  with  a 
population  considerably  less,  has  just 
had  itw  Chief  Magistrate  raised  to  the 
position  of  Lord  Provost  ?  I  may  be 
allowed  to  add  that,  in  asking  this  ques- 
tion, I  have  not  the  slightest  feeling  of 
jealousy  towards  Dundee,  and  in  no  way 
object  to  the  title  of  Lord  Provost. 

Mr.  T.  D.  SULLIVAN  (Dublin, 
College  Green)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Home  Department 
if  he  will  say,  when  answering  the  ques- 
tion of  the  hon.  Member  for  South 
Belfast  (suggesting  that  the  style  and 
title  of  Lord  Mayor  should  be  conferred 
on  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  City  of 
Belfast),  whether  he  will  favourably 
entertain  a  similar  application  on  behalf 
of  the  ancient  Cities  of  Cork,  Limerick, 
and  Waterford  ? 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
the  HOME  "DEPARTMENT  (Mr. 
Matthews,  Birmingham,  E.) :  I  will 
answer  both  questions  at  the  same  time. 
The  Government  will  be  prepared 
to  consider  the  question  of  advising 
Her  Majesty  to  confer  the  title  of 
Lord  Mayor  upon  the  Chief  Magis- 
trate of  the  City  of  Belfast,  having  due 
regard  to  what  has  been  done  in  other 
parts  of  the  United  Kingdom.  With 
regard  to  Cork,  Limerick,  and  Water- 
ford,  those  cities  do  not  present  the  con- 
ditions of  population  and  growing  indus- 
trial importance  which  would  entitle 
them  to  be  placed  on  the  same  level  as 
Belfast. 

Mr.  SEXTON  (Belfast,  W.J :  Can  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  say  how  many 
Scotch  cities  have  Lord  Provosts  t 

Mr.  JOHNSTON :  Five, 

Mr.  MATTHEWS  :  Yes;  I  think 
five 


THE  GLIN  BOARD  OP  GUARDIANS. 
Mr.  ABRAHAM  (limerick,  W.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  his 
attention  has  been  called  to  the  fact  that 
when  the  Glin  Board  of  Guardians  w*3 
dissolved  last  year  three  divisions  of  that 
Union   were  transferred,  without    si*"5- 
division,   to    Listowel    Union,   and    tJ»© 
services   of  the  dispensary   doctors   r*^" 
tained    by  sealed    order   of    the   Loc^al 
Government  Board;    can  he  state  whj 
the  services  of  the  rate  collector  for  the*** 
divisions  was  not  also  retained,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  precedent  followed  in  iht*? 
case  of  Gortin  Union  when  it  was  united 
with  that  of  Omagh  and  Strabane ;  hsr J 
the  Local  Government  Board  sanctioned 
the  appointment  of    Mr.    Mulvihill  fu3 
rate  collector,  although  his  time  is  occu- 
pied as  rent  warner  and  land  bailiff  in 
the  employment  of  an  ex  officio  member 
of  the    Listowel   Board,  and  does  this 
sanction  involve  the  payment  of  a  pension 
of    .£10  a   year  to  the   late    collector, 
though  he  is  fitted  in  every  way  to  dis- 
charge the  duty;  and  will  he  institute 
inquiry  into  this  matter  ? 

"The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  fob 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Jackson,  Leeds,  N.); 
On  the  dissolution  of  Glin  Union  seven 
electoral  divisions  were  transferred  to 
Listowel  Union.  The  cases  of  the 
medical  officer  and  the  poor  rate  col- 
lector were  dealt  with  differently  by 
reason  of  the  fact  that  the  transferred 
divisions  formed  a  complete  dispensary 
district,  but  did  not  form  a  complete 
poor  rate  collector's  district.  The  forma- 
tion of  the  new  district  or  districts  for 
collection  purposes  was,  therefore,  left 
for  the  consideration  of  the  Guardians. 
In  the  case  of  the  Gortin  Union,  the 
electoral  divisions  transferred  formed 
complete  collectors'  districts.  The 
new  rate  collector  was  elected  by  the 
Listowel  Guardians  by  a  considerable 
majority,  and  the  reply  to  the  inquiries 
made  by  the  Local  Government  Board 
being  satisfactory,  the  appointment 
was  sanctioned.  It  was  the  ease  that 
the  Guardians  of  the  Glin  (dissolved) 
Union  granted  their  collector  a  pension 
of  i'10  0s.  5d. 

RETURN  OP  RAILWAY  ACCIDENTS. 

Mr.    JOHN     ELLIS    (Nottingham, 

Rushcliffe) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President 


877       School  Attendance, 


of  the  Board  of  Trade  when  the  Returns 
of  Accidents  and  Casualties  on  Railways 
under  "The  Regulation  of  Railways 
Act,  1889,"  for  the  six  months  ending 
31st  December,  1891,  will  be  presented 
and  distributed  ? 

The  PRESIDENT  of  the  BOARD 
of  TRADE  (Sir  Michael  Hicks  Beach, 
Bristol,  W.) :  There  are  no  such  Returns 
referred  to  in  the  Act  of  1889.  The 
*»on.  Member  probably  refers  to  the 
"Segulation  of  [Railways  Act,  1871."  The 
Retorns  of  Accidents  and  Casualties 
furnished  under  that  Act  will,  I  hope, 
*>©  presented  early  next  week,  and  distri- 
buted as  soon  afterwards  as  the  revision 
Of  proofs  can  be  completed. 
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THE  NORTHERN  TERRITORY  OF 

SOUTH    AUSTRALIA. 
Mb.  WATT  (Glasgow,  Camlachie): 


rjeg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies  whether  he  has  received 
the  Report  of  Mr.  Parkes  with  refer- 
ence to  the  resources  of  the  Northern 
Territory   of    South   Australia ;  and,  if 

so,  whether  he  has  any  objection  to  lay 

the  same  upon  the  Table  ? 
The     UNDER     SECRETARY     of 

STATE  for  the  COLONIES  (Baron  H. 

de  Worms,  Liverpool,   East   Toxteth)  : 

The  Report  in  question  has  not  yet  been 

received. 

GLASGOW  POSTAL  DISTRICTS. 
Mb,  WATT  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Post- 
master General  whether  he  has  yet  been 
able  to  investigate  and  arrive  at  a  deci- 
sion as  to  the  anomalous  position  of 
Parkhead  owing  to  the  existing  postal 
area  in  the  east  end  of  Glasgow ;  whe- 
ther he  is  aware  that  Springfield  Road  is 
one-half  in  the  Glasgow  area  and  one-half 
in  the  Parkhead  district,  and  that  letters 
are  frequently  thus  delayed  as  long  as  a 
day  through  business  premises  being  a 
few  feet  on  one  or  other  side  of  the 
postal  boundary ;  and  whether,  seeing 
Parkhead  is  one  of  the  oldest  and  most 
populous  districts  of  Glasgow,  there  is 
any  objection  to  extend  to  it  the  same 
privileges  as  have  been  granted  to 
Calton,  Anderson,  Bridgeton,  and  other 
similarly  situated  districts  i 

The  POSTMASTER.  GENERAL 
(Sir  James  Febgusson,  Manchester, 
N.E.) :  Inquiry  has  already  been  made 
in  connection  with  a  written  application 
received  from  the  hon.  Member  some 
time  ago  on  the  subject  of    Parkhead, 


revision  of  the  postal  arrange- 
there  and  in  the  other  suburban 
districts  of  Glasgow  is  now  under  con- 
sideration, under  which  the  morning 
delivery  and  other  services  at  Parkhead 
will  be  placed  as  nearly  as  circumstances 
will  allow  on  the  same  footing  as  in 
other  parts  of  the  city.  It  is  hoped, 
also,  that  it  will  be  found  practicable  to 
include  the  whole  of  Springfield  Road  in 
the  Glasgow  Town  District.  But  as  the 
revision  is  a  large  one,  some  further  time 
may  necessarily  be  occupied  before  it  can 
be  carried  out. 

THE  ORDNANCE  SURVEY. 

Ma.  FRASER-MACKINTOSH  (In- 
verness-shire) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  whether  the 
Departmental  Committee  appointed  to  in- 
quire into  the  grievances  of  those  em- 
ployed in  the  Ordnance  Survey,  which 
concluded  its  examination  in  July,  1891, 
has  made  a  Report ;  whether  he  will  lay  a 
Copy  upon  the  Table ;  and  whether  the 
grievances  complained  of  are  to  be 
remedied,  and  when  ? 

The  PRESIDENT  of  the  BOARD 
of  AGRICULTURE  (Mr.  Chaplin, 
Lincolnshire,  Sleaford) :  It  is  not  correct 
that  the  Departmental  Committee  which 
was  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
questions  of  the  pay  and  general  position 
of  the  Civil  servants  employed  on  tbo 
Ordnance  Survey  concluded  their 
examination  on  21st  July,  1891.  The 
examination  was  not  concluded  until 
26th  October  last.  The  Report  of  the 
Committee  has  not  yet  been  made,  and  I 
understand  that  its  preparation  has  been 
delayed  by  reason  of  the  serious  illness  of 
the  Chairman,  Colonel  Leach.  I  will  en- 
deavour to  accelerate  the  production  of 
the  Report ;  and  as  soon  as  it  is  presented 
I  will  at  once  consider  what  action,  if 
any,  is  to  be  taken  thereon  ;  and  I  am 
aware  of  no  reason  why  the  Report  should 
not  be  laid  upon  the  Table. 

SCHOOL  ATTENDANCE  IN  THE  HIGH- 
LANDS AND  ISLANDS  OF  SCOTLAND. 
Mb.  FRASER-MACKINTOSH  :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Lord  Advocate  whether 
he  is  aware  that  many  heads  of  families 
in  the  Highlands  and  Islands  are 
obliged  to  leave  their  homes  for  the 
Lowlands  in  pursuit  of  work,  remaining 
absent  for  months  at  a  time;  whether 
School  Boards  have  hitherto,  and  with 
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beneficial     results,     prosecuted,     when  Street  Court  House  are  calculated ;  how 
necessary,  the  mother,  or  the  temporary  long  the  present  Court  House  has  been 
head   of  the   household,  for   default  in  in  existence  ;  and   if  his  attention  has 
sending  children  to  school ;  whether  he  been  directed  to  the  reports  in  the  news- 
is  aware  that  it  has  lately  been  decided  papers  of  a  recent   important  criminal 
in  the  Supreme  Courts  of  Scotland  that  trial,  in  the  progress  of  which  the  lead- 
the  father,  wherever  he  may  be  resident,  ing  counsel  for  the  accused  had  twice  to 
is  alone   responsible  for   such    default  v  leave  the  Court  owing  to  the  bad  smells 
and  whether    he    will  give    legislative  proceeding  from  the  drains  underneath 
effect  to  tho  representations  of  various  the   Court  House ;   and  to    a    further 
school  boards  who  desire  ready  recourse  incident  reported  as  follows  : — 
for  defaults  in  school  attendance  ?  «  When  the  jury  wft8  gworn  one  of  ^ 

*SiR  C.  J.  PEARSON :  The  answer  to  jurors  complained  of  a  great  draught  in  the 

the  two  first  paragraphs  of  the  question  J^y  box- 

is  in  the  affirmative.     I  have  not  had  an  .  "  The  Lord  Chief  Justice  said  the  special 

opportunity  of  seeing  the  decision  re-  &S£2££^%?S£& 

ierred  to,  but  I  understand  the  Court  should  be  closed. 

held  that,  on  the  facts  before  them,  the  «  One  of    the    jurors  tried   to  close  the 

father   had    the   actual   custody   of   his  window  near  the  jury  box,  bat  was  unable  to 

children,  and  I  am  not  aware  that  the  do  80> 

decision  went  further.    I  have  no  reason  "  Tne  Lord  chief  Justice :  This  is  scandalous, 

to  believe  that  a  desire  for  a  change  in  ^fi*  °f  ^^  is  **  outrage  upon  dvUi" 
the  law  is  widely  felt ;  and  it  appears 

inexpedient  to  extend  the  definition  of  If>  considering  that  the  most  important 

"parent"  merely  because  the  Court  has  business  discharged  at  Green  Street  is 

held  in  a  particular  case  that   the   re-  tne  "earing  of  criminal  causes,  the  Go- 

sponsibility  rested  with  the  father.  vernment    will    consider  whether  they 

cannot  defray  the  whole  cost  of  rebuild- 

TREASON   FELONY  CONVICTS.  "*£  wnafc  is  practically  a   Government 

Mr    PATTUriC  O'PPTPisr  /m™q„  ProPerty  5  and  if  steps  will  betaken  at 

MB    If AIRICK   O  BRIEN  (Monag-  once  ^  thftt  direction  ? 

han,  N.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  ,,       T  A  ,  ivarvKr     mt_     ,      , 

State  for  the  Home  Department  how  ,    ***'  JACKSON :  The  total  cost  for 

many  persons   have  been    convicted  of  DUllding  a  new  Court  House  in  substitu- 

treason  felony  in  Great  Britain  during  V,0,}*or  the  existmg  °»e  at  Green  Street, 

the  past  10  years;  and  of  those  so  con-  ^ublm'  w^  ^niated  at  £40,500.     The 

victed,   how  many  have   been  released,  ^T^'  *?          '  ^"T*  to  contribute 

how  many  have  died  in  prison,  and  how  ^>&uu— *;«•»  one-tiurd— the  remainder 

many  of   those  released    have  died  or  J°  be  borne  in  the  proportions  of  one-third 

become  insane  ?  bv  the  w^y  an<l    two-thirds  by  the 

Mr.  MATTHEWS:  The  number  of  f^Jl!^ 

persons  convicted  of  treason  felony  in  ^!!?^  T^^^rT"*"^ 

Of  this  number  fou? have  been  reused  ;  ^ SS  °J   ^^  ^^l 

two   have  died   in   prison.     I   have   no  ?  the  prff l \f  ^IJ**™     The  GJ^A 

information  as  to  theP  subsexiuent  hLstoiy  f^  on  behal>  ot  the  County  and  the 

of  tho.se  who  have  been  released  from  Coi*ff  ™     °*    Wial*    of    the  City, 

prison.  accepted  these  proportions.      I  have  no 

*  information   enabling  uie    to   say  how 

THE  GREEN   STREET  COURT  HOUSE  S^8  P1^  C™*  House  has  been 

nTTmnsi               nK,uol!t>  in  existence.   The  Iiish  Government  liave 

DUBLIN.  observed  the  reports  in  the  Press  of  the 

Mr.  M.  J.  KENNY  (Tyrone,  Mid.) :  remarks  of  the  learned  Judge  in  regard 

I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  to   the    discreditable  condition   of    the 

Lord   Lieutenant  of    Ireland   on   what  present  building.      The  hon.  Member  is 

basis  the  respective  contributions  of  the  under  a  misapprehension  in  describing 

Treasury,   the   Corporation  of    Dublin,  this  Court  House  as  practically  Govern- 

and  the  Grand  Jury  of  County  Dublin  ment  property.    It  is  used  as  the  Quarter 

towards  the    reconstruction    of    Green  Session  Court    House  for  the   City  of 

Mr.  Fraser-Mackintosh 
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Dublin,  at  which  the  Recorder  sits  for 
the  hearing  of  a  multitudinous  class  of. 
cases,  and  it  is  also  used  for  the  sittings 
of  the  Commission  of  Oyer  and  Terminer 
for  both  the  City  and  the  County  of 
Dublin  —  Commissions  which  are  held 
f  requently,  and  correspond  to  the  Circuits 
of  Assize  in  ordinary  counties.  I  cannot 
hold  out  any  hope  of  better  terms  being 
offered. 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  (Tyrone,  S.) : 
Has  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  any 
objection  to  consider,  so  far  as  Crown 
business  is  concerned,  which  necessitates 
the  attendance  of  jurors,  whether  the 
Government  could  not  arrange  that  this 
should  be  transacted  at  the  Four  Courts, 
leaving  the  civil  business  to  be  done  at 
Green  Street? 

Mr.  JACKSON  :  I  have  no  objection 
to  consider  the  suggestion.  I  will  com- 
municate with  Dublin,  and  ascertain  if 
there  is  any  possibility  of  this  being 
done. 

Mr.  SEXTON :  Will  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  also  consider  whether  it 
would  not  be  likely  to  facilitate  matters 
to  withdraw  the  insult  offered  to  the 
City  of  Dublin  by  restoring  the  name  of 
the  Lord  Mayor  to  the  Commission  ? 

Mr.  JACKSON :  I  am  not  aware 
lhat  there  is  any  insult  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  MAC  NEILL  (Donegal,  S.)  : 
Will  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  under- 
take that  the  name  of  the  Lord  Mayor  of 
Dublin  shall  be  restored  to  the  Commis- 
sion ?  For  centuries  the  Chief  Magis- 
trate of  Dublin  had  been  included  in  the 
Commission  of  Oyer  and  Terminer,  and 
withdrawing  the  name  was  an  insult  to 
the  Corporation. 

Mr.  JAOKSON  :  I  am  not  aware  of 
it.  and  I  am  not  prepared  to  accept  the 
construction  put  upon  it  by  the  hon. 
Member. 

THE    POST    OFFICE    AND    RAILWAY 

COMPANIES. 

Mr.  JOHN  ELLIS  (Nottingham,Rush- 
diffe):  I  beg  to  ask  the  Postmaster 
General  whether  his  attention  has  been 
drawn  to  the  remark  in  the  Report  of 
the  Select  Committee  on  Revenue  Esti- 
mates of  11th  July,  1888,  as  to  the  loss 
to  the  State  from  •'  the  enormous  increase 
of  services  gratuitously  performed  for  the 
Railway  Companies  "  by  messages  so  sent 
under  a  contract  made  in  1870,  and  also 


to  the  reference  made  to  this  matter  by 
the  late  Postmaster  General  in  Committee 
of  Supply,  on  23rd  July,  1890;  and 
whether  he  can  now  say  how  the  matter 
stands  as  between  the  State  and  the 
Railway  Companies  ? 

♦Sir  JAMES  FERGUSSON  :  This 
matter  has  for  a  long  time  received  the 
anxious  consideration  of  the  Post  Office, 
and  we  have  been  during  the  last  few 
months  in  communication,  by  meetings 
and  correspondence,  with  the  representa- 
tives of  the  Railway  Companies.  No 
arrangement  has  yet  been  arrived  at,  and 
the  last  communication  was  from  the 
Post  Office.  In  the  meantime  I  am  glad 
to  say  that  the  growth  of  the  loss  in 
question  appears  to  have  ceased. 

IRISH  MAIL  SERVICES. 

Captain  M'CALMONT  (Antrim, 
E.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Postmaster  General 
whether,  although  the  delays  in  the  mail 
service  to  Ireland  by  Stranraer  and 
Larne  have  been  very  frequent  since  the 
institution  of  the  accelerated  service  on 
1st  September  last,  it  is  the  case  that 
only  on  four  occasions  has  the  delay 
occurring  between  Stranraer  and  Belfast 
exceeded  15  minutes  to  the  end  of 
January  last  ? 

♦Sir  JAMES  FERGUSSON  :  No,  Sir; 
I  am  informed  that,  reckoning  from  the 
time  of  the  complete  transfer  of  the  mails 
to  the  packet  at  Stranraer,  upwards  of 
15  minutes  have  been  lost  before  the 
arrival  at  Belfast  on  30  occasions 
between  the  1st  September  and  the  31st 
January.  On  25  of  those  occasions  time 
was  lost  by  not  starting  after  the  mails 
were  on  board. 

POSTAL    SERVICE    IN    MACROOM 
DISTRICT,    CO.    CORK. 

Dr.  TANNER  (Cork  Co.,  Mid) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Postmaster  General  whether  a 
memorial  has  been  received  from  the 
inhabitants  of  Ashgrove  and  the  district 
situated  between  Macroom  and  Kilna- 
martyra,  County  Cork,  through  the  Cork 
postmaster,  asking  for  the  establishment 
of  a  sub-post  in  the  district ;  and  whether, 
having  regard  to  the  extent  of  the 
district  and  the  convenience  of  the  in- 
habitants, their  request  will  be  granted  ? 
♦Sir  JAMES  FERGUSSON  :  A  me- 
morial has  been  received  asking  for  the 
establishment  of  a  post  office  at  Ashgrove 
or  Raleigh,  in  the  neighbourhood  men- 
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tioned  in  the  lion.  Member's  question ;  and  quays  are  as   a   rule   protected  k 

but  as  the  service  is  already  earned  on  in  stanchions  and  chains ;  but,  as  it  is  pos- 

that  district  at  an  outlay  considerably  in  sible  that  in  a   few  cases  there  may  be 

excess  of  the  revenue,  no  further  expen-  some  omission,  I  have  called  for  a  Report 

diturecan  be  incurred.    About  12  letters  from  the  different  naval  yards, 
a  day  only  would  benefit  by  the  proposal. 

Dr.  TANNER:     Is   the    right   hon.  REUTER'S  PARLIAMENTARY  DEBATES. 
Gentleman  aware  that  his  late  lamented        Mr.  LENG  (Dundee) :  I   beg  to  ask 

predecessor,  Mr.    Raikes,  promised  last  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  whether,  m 

year  to  see  into  the  complaints  made  by  addition  to  the  contract  for  the  reporting 

the  inhabitants  of  the  Macroom  district  of  the  Parliamentary  Debates  by  Rented 

with  a  view  to  having  their  grievances  Telegram   Company,   Limited,  he   will, 

redressed  ?  without  giving    the     names     of    otter 

♦Sir    JAMES   FERGTJSSON  :     Yes,  tenderers,  supply  a  concise  statement,  for 

Sir,  inquiries  were  made  with  the  result  the   information   of  the   House,  of  thfr 

I  have  stated.  terms  offered  by  them,  so  that  they  may 

Dr.  TANNER  :  I  shall  refer  to  the  bi  compared  with  those  of  the  accepted 

subject  in  discussion  on  the  Estimates.  ofteJ  *     0_AT.__  A ,...  ___ . 

J  The  SECRETARY  to  the  TREA- 

SALARIES  OF  IRISH  SUB-POST-  STJRY  (Sir  John  Gorst,  Chatham) :  An 

MASTERS  *  stated  last  week  in  answer  to  a  ques- 

-**-     miTTmr  /vir    x       "xi     xt  \     t  i  tion>  &  *s  unusual  to  publish  the  names 

Mr.  TUITE  (Westmeath,  N.) :  I  beg  of  the  unsuccessful  tenderers,  but  I  mav 

to  ask  the  Postmaster  General  whether  state  generally  that  the   15  unsuccessful 

he  is  prepared  to  take  into  consideration  tende£,  varie(j  from  £245  ^  £m 

the    case   or   the  Irish   sub-Postmasters  vo]lime 

with  a  view  of  increasing  their  salaries ;        Mr  LENG  :  I  beg  to   ask  the  right 

and   whether  the   person   who   fills  the  hon.  Gentleman  whether  he  is  aware  that 

position  is  obliged  to   provide  an  office,  the  pllblication  of  advertisements  along 

stationery  twine,  wax,  etc.,  for  which  no  ^Betters  Parliamentary  Debate*,  in 

compensation  is  given,  while  the  salary  addition  to  theil.  publication  in  the  Board 

in  many  cases  is  **  low  n>  M  per  annum  of  Trade  Jowmai^  created  great  dis- 

and  the  hours  of  duty  13  to  19  per  day  ?  ^tisfa€tion  among  newspaper  and  other 

Sir    JAMES    FERGUSSON  :    The  publishers  in   London,   on  the  ground 

salaries  of  sub-Postmasters  m  Ireland  are  tnat  [t  constitutes  Government  competi- 

regulated  by  the  same  scale  as  those  of  t}on  w'lt\^  private  business,  and  whether 

sub-Postmasters     in    the     rest    of    the  t}ie  Treasurv  will  withhold  their  assent 

United  Kingdom,  and   as  the  payments  from  similar  arrangements  for  inserting 

made  under  this  scale  are  found  to  be  advertisements  in  Parliamentary  publi- 

sufficient  in  England  and  Scotland,  it  is  cati0ns    until    those   affected    have    an 

not  considered  necessary  to  increase  them  opportunity  of  stating  their  objections  to 

in  Ireland.  tbe  system'? 

Sir  J.    GORST:  No,   Sir;    no  com- 

FOG  ACCIDENTS   IN   HER   MAJESTY'S  pkint  of  the  kind  hag  ^  ^^  me. 

DOCKYARDS.  The   Parliamentary   Debates   are   not  a 

Mr.  NORRIS  (Tower  Hamlets,  Lime-  Parliamentary  but  a  private  publication, 

house)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  and  there  can,  therefore,  be  no  oompeti- 

the  Admiralty  if  in  Her  Majesty's  Dock-  tion  of  Government  with  private  business, 

yards  he    proposes  the  construction  of  I  am  not  prepared  to  give  such  an  under- 

stanchions    and   chains,    or    any  other  taking  as  the  hon.  Member  desires, 
arrangement,  along  the  quays,  to  safe-        Mr.    LENG :    Will    the   right   hon. 

guard  life  from  accidents  in  the  event  of  Gentleman  further  say,  Was  it  one  of 

fogs,  as  recommended  by  the  President  the  stipulations     of  the  contract  that 

of  the  Board  of  Trade  to  the  Joint  Com-  the  contractor  should    have   power  to 

mittee  of  the  London  and  St.  Katharine,  insert  advertisements  ? 
the  East  and  West  India,   the   Victoria        Sir  J.  GORST  :  The  contract  has  been 

and  Albert,  and  the  Tilbury  Docks  ?  laid  on   the  Table.     I    cannot    answer 

♦The  FIRST  LORD  of  the  ADMI-  from  recollection  what  are  the  stipula- 

RALTY  (Lord  George  Hamilton,  Mid-  tions,  but  I  do  not  think  that  was  one  of 

dlesex,  Ealing) :  All  the  Admiralty  docks  the  stipulations. 
Sir  James  Fergusson 
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QUEEN'S  PLATES  IN  IRELAND. 

Me.  O'KEEFPE  (Limerick)  :  I  beg  to 

■       ask    the    President    of    the    Board    of 

|       Agriculture  if,  in  the  interest  of  pro 

I      mating  better  breeding  of  horses  amongst 

I      the  fanners  in  Ireland,  he  will  recom- 

1     mend    a    further    distribution    of     the 

I      Queen's  Plates  for  winners  of  races  ir 

that  country  ;  and  whether,  in  view  of 

the   fact    that    such     plates     are    non- 

pr&ctieally   confined  to    entries  at    the 

Curragh    Race    Meetings,    he  will,    on 

every  requirement  being  satisfied,  restore 

to  the    Limerick    Race    Stewards    the 

Queen's  Plate  formerly  for  many  years 

at  their  disposal  'i 

*Ma.  JACKSON:  I  am  not  aware 
of  any  intention  to  ask  Parliament 
to  provide  an  increased  amount  foi 
Queen's  Plates  in  Ireland.  But  I  would 
remind  the  hon.  Member  that  the  present 
Government  have,  under  the  Probate 
Duties  Act  of  1888,  provided  a  sum  of 
£5,000  annually,  payable  to  the  Royal 
Dublin  Society,  for  the  improvement  of 
the  breed  of  horses  and  cattle  in  Ireland  ; 
and  the  Congested  Districts  Board  are 
also  taking  important  steps  in  that 
direction.  As  regards  the  particular  case 
of  Limerick,  the  races  there  had  one  of 
the  Queen's  Plates  apparently  for  but  a 
veiy  short  period.  It  was  withdrawn 
»me  22  years  ago  in  consequence  of  the 
course  there  not  being  suitable,  and 
given  to  Cork.  I  am  not  aware  of  any 
generally  expressed  desire  to  remove  this 
plate  from  Cork. 

THE  CONVICT  JOSEPH  MULLETT. 
Mb.  M'CARTAN  (Down,  S.):  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  is 
aware  of  the  low  state  of  health  of  Joseph 
Mallett,  now  confined  in  Maryborough 
Gaol ;  whether  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  the  repoil  in  the  Xaliimal  Press 
of  17th  November,  1891,  of  the  pro- 
ceedings at  the  inquest  on  the  remains 
of  P.  W.  Nally  (Mullett's  former  fellow 
prisoner,  who  died  in  Mountjoy  Prison), 
wherein  the  following  statement  appears 
a*  having  been  written  by  Nally  from 
Downpatrick  Gaol : — 

"Poor  Joe  Mullett  is  very  delicate.  Every 
moraine  we  expect  to  bear  of  bis  being  found 
dead.  It  in  not  the  doctor's  fault  He  has 
Mde  Mveral  reports  concerning  him,  yet 
the  Board  take  do  notice  of  them  " ; 
and  whether,  under  the  circumstances, 
and  in  view  of  the  long    term    of  im- 


prisonment which  Mullett  has  already 
suffered,  he  will  consider  the  desirability 
of  releasing  him  ? 

-Mr.  JACKSON  :  The  General  Prisons 
Board  report  that  there  is  no  ground 
for  the  suggestion  contained  in  this 
question  as  to  the  alleged  serious  state 
of  the  health  of  the  convict  Joseph 
Mullett ;  but  that,  on  the  contrary,  his 
general  health  has  advanced,  and  he  lias 
within  the  past  year  increased  a  stone  in 

NEWCASTLE   HARBOUR,    COUNTY 
DOWN. 

Mb.  M'CARTAN:  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  whether 
his  attention  has  been  called  to  a 
report  in  the  Irish  yews  of  the  1  7th 
instant,  in  which  it  is  stated  that  five 
fishermen  of  Newcastle,  County  Down, 
wei"e  drowned  on  Monday  List ;  whether 
he  is  aware  that,  owing  to  the  insutficiency 
and  danger  of  the  Newcastle  harbour, 
the  fishermen  are  obliged  to  expose 
their  lives  in  small  boats  unsuited  for 
deep-sea  fishing  ;  and  whether,  consider- 
ing the  repeated  warnings  given  to  the 
Government  as  to  the  danger  caused  to 
the  lives  of  the  fishermen  at  Newcastle, 
ig  to  the  present  state  of  the  harbour, 
steps  will  now  be  taken  to  provide  safe 
and  sufficient  harbour  accommodation 
there  ? 

Colonel  WARING  (Down,  N.) :  In 
relation  to  this  subject,  I  beg  to  ask  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  if  he  is  aware  that 
tbe  charge  for  the  harbour  was  forced 
upon  the  Grand  Jury  of  County  Down 
in  spite  of  their  protest  and  their  repre- 
sentations that  it  was  unsuitably  placed, 
that  it  was  faulty  in  construction,  and 
thnt  its  maintenance  was  quite  beyond 
the  means  of  the  local  rates  ? 

Sir    J.    GORST:     I    am    afraid    it 

not  possible  for  me  to  be  aware  of 
iese  details  upon  Irish  questions.  In 
ply  to  the  question  on  the  Paper,  I  can 
only  refer  the  hon.  Member  to  tho  answer 
given  by  my  predecessor  in  Office  on 
7th  March,  1890,  and  by  the  late  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland  on  30th  April, 
1891,  to  which,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  I  can 
idd  nothing. 

Dr.  TANNER:  But  has  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  his  attention  drawn 
to  the  fact  that  these  men  lost  their  lives 
through  the  non-completion  of  Govern- 
ment work,  a  non-completion  to  which 
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for  many  years,  attention  has  been  drawn 
by  questions  in  this  House  ?  Is  he  pre- 
pared to  sanction  a  state  of  things  which 
tends  to  destroy  life  ? 

Sir  J.  GORST :  No,  Sir ;  I  am  not 
aware  of  anything  of  the  kind. 

Colonel  WARING :  I  will  put  down 
my  question  for  a  future  day. 


CLERKS    IN    THE    CENTRAL 
TELEGRAPH   OFFICE. 
Mr.  M'CARTAN :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Postmaster  General  whether  he  is  aware 
that  certain  clerks  of  the  Central  Tele- 
graph Office  receive  .£116  a  year  in  the 

first  class  after  a  service  of  ten  and  a 
half  years,  and  other  clerks  with  services 
of  ten  years  and  five  months  and  ten 
years  and  four  months  only  receive  ,£86  a 
year  in  the  second  class ;  whether  the 
difference  of  salaries  arise  solely  from  the 
classification  system ;  and  whether,  con- 
sidering the  grave  discontent  which  this 
inequality  is  causing  in  the  Service,  he 
will  inquire  into  the  matter  in  order  to 
have  it  remedied  ? 

Sir  JAMES  FERGTJSSON  :  The 
statement  made  in  the  first  paragraph  is 
literally  correct.  In  1890,  in  connection 
with  the  general  revision  of  the  indoor 
establishment  of  sorting  clerks  and 
telegraphists,  a  large  addition  was  made 
to  the  first  class  of  telegraphists  at  the 
•Central  Telegraph  Office  in  order  to  pro- 
vide for  duties  proper  to  that  class,  and 
the  new  appointments  thus  created  were 
filled  by  promotion  from  the  class  below. 
The  promoted  officers  were  fortunate  in 

obtaining  such  a  material  increase  of  pay, 
but  of  course  this  good  fortune  involved 
no  hardship  upon  their  colleagues  who 
are  left  on  thesecond  class,  and  who,  when 
their  turn  comes  for  promotion,  will 
enjoy  a  similar  advantage.  Those  in 
receipt  of  salaries  of  <£86  a  year  are  by  no 
means  at  a  standstill,  as  they  rise  by 
increments  of  «£6  a  year  to  the  maximum 
of  the  class,  £110  a  year.  Seeming  in- 
equalities such  as  Mr.  M'Cartan  indicates 
must  generally  follow  the  re-organisation 
of  an  establishment,  and  there  is  nothing 
exceptional  in  the  case  of  the  Central 
Telegraph  Office  which  calls  for  a  re- 
settlement of  the  costly  revision  granted 
after  full  and  careful  consideration  little 
more  than  a  year  ago. 
Dr.  Tanner 


LEVEL  CROSSINGS    ON  THE  LANCA- 
SHIRE AND  YORKSHIRE  RAILWAY. 

Mr.  CHANNING  (Northampton^): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  whether  he  is  aware  that  at  a 
inquest  held  on  Thursday  4th  February, 
at  Portsmouth,  near  Todmorden,  o§ 
James  Hamworth,  who  was  killed  « 
2nd  February  at  Portsmouth  level  cro* 
ing,  the  jury  requested  the  Coroner  to 
make  representations  to  the  Directors  of 
the  Lancashire  and  Yorkshire  Railway 
Company  as  to  the  dangerous  arrange- 
ments at  Portsmouth  Station  ;  also  that 
at  an  inquest  held  in  1891  on  a  little  gH 
named  Sarah  Dawson,  who  was  killed  at 
Walsden  level  crossing  on  the  same 
branch  of  the  Lancashire  and  Yorkshire 
Railway,  the  jury  gave  their  opinion 

"  that  the  company  are  practically  responsible 
for  this  death,  which  would  have  been  avoided 
had  they  constructed  the  bridge  according  to 
the  plans  deposited  with  the  Todmorden  hoctl 
Board  two  years  ago,  and  that  they  are  deserv- 
ing of  the  severest  censure  for  their  negligence 
in  this  matter  " ; 

whether  he  has  observed  that  it 
appears  from  the  evidence  that  about 
30  children  have  to  pass  this  crossing 
three  times  a  day  to  attend  school; 
whether  he  is  aware  that  on  the  same 
branch  line  there  are  seven  other 
dangerous  level  crossings,  some  of  which 
are  daily  used  by  several  hundreds  of 
persons  ;  and  whether,  having  regard  to 
the  repeated  accidents  at  these  crossings? 
he  will  direct  an  inquiry  to  be  held  by  an 
Inspector  of  the  Board  of  Trade  into  the 
circumstances  of  the  fatal  accidents  at 
Walsden  and  Portsmouth  level  crossings, 
and  make  urgent  representations  to  the 
Lancashire  and  Yorkslure  Railway  Com- 
piny  that  they  should  promptly  provide 
bridges  or  subways  where  necessary  ? 

-Sir  MICHAEL  HICKS  BEACH: 
The  facts  are  as  stated  in  the  first  pa*** 
graph  of  the  hon.  Member's  question. 
As  regards  the  accident  to  James  Ham- 
worth,  the  Board  of  Trade  have  been  in 
communication  with  the  company,  who 
have  stated  that  their  engineer  had,  prior 
to  the  accident  in  question,  been  in* 
structed  to  prepare  plans  for  providing 
additional  accommodation.  I  think  it 
right,  however,  to  state  that  the  unfor- 
tunate man  who  was  killed  refused  to 
follow  the  warnings  of  the  company  s 
servants.  As  regards  the  accident  to 
Sarah    Dawson    at   the    Walden   level 
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tsing,  I  have  also  been  in  communi-  question  was  considered  by  the  Judges 

on  with    the   company,   who    have  when  they  framed  the  Consolidated  Rules 

[ertaken,  pending  the  erection  of  a  within  the  last  few  months.        I  have 

Ige,  that  a  man  shall  be  stationed  at  explained  that  the    matter    cannot    be 

level   crossing  to   superintend   the  dealt  with  by  the    Executive    Govern- 

38.     I  am  informed  by  the  company  ment.       However,    I    shall    bring    the 

b  the  delay  in  erecting  a  bridge  has  matter   under   the   notice  of   the   Lord 

a  caused  by  difficulties  in  obtaining  Chancellor, 

necessary  land.    The  Board  of  Trade  Mr     SEXTON :     I    shall    take    the 

no  information   of  the   deposit  of  earliest  opportunity  of  moving  that  the 

18  for   the  construction  of  a  bridge  city  of  Belfast  should  no  longer  labour 

ti  the  Todmorden  Local  Board,  but  under  so  absurd  a  difficulty. 
necessity  for  the  erection  of  a  bridge 

be  further  pressed  on  the  company.  Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Cork) :  I  would 

re  appear   to   be   only  three   other  «"*  whether,  in  addition  to  the  rules  of 

Bings  on  the  Todmorden  and  Burnley  Court,  an  amend  ment  to  the  law  does  not 

ach   which  cross  public  roads.     I  am  require  certain  Treasury   arrangements 

irmed  that  the  traffic  is  not  large   on  for  providing  the  necessary  staff  ? 

le  roads ;    the   crossings   have   been  ^  R     MADDEN :     The  matter  can- 

r  authorised  by  Parliament,  and   I  not   be   dealt    wjtn  at    ^    except    by 

eno  power  to  order  the  erection  of  amajority  of  the  Judges;  but,  of  course,  if 

*^'  a  majority  of  the  Judges  came  to  the  con- 

IENCE  OF  A    DISTRICT  REGISTRY  clusion  that  there  should  be  a  local  issue 

IN    BELFAST  °^  wr^s  ^   Belfast,    it  would,   no  doubt, 

[R.  SEXTON  (Belfast,' W.) :  I  beg  be    ne^ai7    to    make    pi-ovisions    to 

»sk   the   Secretary  to  the  Treasury  utllLse  existing  offices,  or  to  make  other 

ther  he  is  aware  of  the  great  incon-  arrangements.     The  matter,  in  the  first 

Ience   caused    to    the   merchants   of  instance,   is  one   for  the  decision   of   a 

last  in  not  having  a  local  registry  for  majority   of   the  Judges. 
issue   of    writs    of   summons;   and 

ther  he  will  consider  the  desirability  LAB0URERS'  COTTAGES  IN  ATHLONE. 
stablisning  a  district  registry  there  < 

he  ATTORNEY    GENERAL  for  Mr-    d°NAL    SULLIVAN   (West- 

5LAND  (Mr.  Madden,  Dublin  Uni-  meath,  S.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secre- 

ity):  Perhaps  I  may   be  allowed  to  tary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland 

wer     this     question.      The      matter  whether  he  is  aware  that    considerable 

ared  to  by  the  hon.  Member  is  not  dissatisfaction     prevails     amongst     the 

er    the    control    of    the    Executive  labourers  of   the   Athlone  Union  at  the 

ernment.  *  Under  the  provisions  of  .  .                                      . ,  .            , 

Irish    Judicature    Act,     1877,    all  delay in   the    erectl0n  of  tourers  cot- 
ters connected  with  the  issue  of  writs  teges  m  that  union ;    whether  any  repre- 

regulated   by  rules  of  Court  to   be  sentation  on  the  matter  has  been  made 

le  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  with  the  to  the  Irish  Local  Government  Board  ; 

Jurrence  of  a  majority  of  the  Judges,  and  if  he  can  state  how  many  cottages 

uding  the  Lord  Chancellor ;  and  pro-  have    been    erected    by   the  Poor  Law 

on  for  the   issue  of   writs  has   been  Guardians  in  Athlone  'Union  since    the 

le   by    the  5th   Consolidated    Order  passing  of  the  Labourers'  Act  ? 

r»  ai?vrr/w    \in    4.  t         nil     4.  *Mr-  JACKSON :  The  Local  Govern- 

Lb.  SEXTON :  What  I  would  like  to  „                    . 

the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  ment  Board  are  not  aware  of  an?  Seneral 

whether  there  are  83  places  in  England  dissatisfaction  in   regard  to  this  matter. 

Wales   where  these  writs  may  be  No  cottages  have  yet  been  erected  under 

ed,  but   only  one  in    Ireland ;   and  the  Labourers'  Act,  but  a  final  order  was 

ther  he  or  the  Chief  Secretary  will  issued  on  the  23rd  of  December  last  pro- 

e  the  Lord  Lieutenant  to  a  confer-  viding  for  the  erection  in  the  union  of 

>  with  the  Judges,  so  as  to  ascertain  15  cottages,  and  the  Local  Government 

ther  new  Courts  may  be  established  ?  Board  now  have  under  consideration  an 

Jl.    MADDEN :     I     presume    the  additional  scheme  for  f urther  cottages. 
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IMPERIAL    TOBACCO    CORPORATION 

OF  PERSIA. 

Mr.     CUNINGHAME    GRAHAM 

(Lanark,  N.W.)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
what  steps  Her  Majesty's  Government 
are  taking  to  protect  the  interests  of 
Major  Talbot  and  other  British  subjects, 
shareholders  in  the  Imperial  Tobacco 
Corporation  of  Persia,  and  of  the  em- 
ployvs  of  that  Corporation,  who  are  in- 
jured by  the  refusal  of  the  Persian 
people  to  permit  of  its  establishment  in 
Persia,  although  a  considerable  sum  of 
money  had  been  paid  for  the  concession 
given  by  His  Majesty  the  Shah  ? 

The  UNDER  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  for  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS 
(Mr.  J.  W.  Lowther,  Cumberland,  Pen- 
rith) :  Her  Majesty's  Government  are 
in  communication  with  the  Chairman  of 
the  Company  on  the  one  hand,  and  with 
the  Persian  Government  on  the  other, 
with  a  view  to  proper  compensation  being 
given  to  the  Corporation  for  the  aboli- 
tion of  the  concession. 

Mr.  C.  GRAHAM  :  May  I  ask  the 
hon.  Gentleman  whether  Her  Majesty's 
Government  propose  to  force  this  com- 
pensation from  the  people  of  Persia  after 
they  have  refused  to  allow  the  mono- 
poly ? 

Mr.  J.  W.  LOWTHER:  I  have  in- 
formed the  hon.  Gentleman  that  Her 
Majesty's  Government  are  in  communica- 
tion with  the  Persian  Government  with  a 
view  to  arriving  at  a  satisfactory  solution. 

Mr.  C.  GRAHAM  :  What  I  want  to 
ask  the  hon.  Gentleman  is,  who  is 
to  pay  this  compensation  after  the  people 
have  refused  to  establish  the  monopoly  'i 

Mr.  J.  W.  LOWTHER  :  That  I  con- 
ceive will  be  a  matter  for  the  Persian  Go- 
vernment to  settle  with  the  Persian  people. 

Mr.  C.  GRAHAM :  Whilst  recognising 
that  this  is  a  matter  for  the  Persian 
Government  to  settle  with  the  Persian 
people,  I  hope  that  our  Government  will 
not  commit  the  infamy  of  forcing  this 
compensation  upon  the  Persian  people. 
That  is  what  I  wish  to  arrive  at. 

SMALL    ARMS    FACTORIES. 

Mr.  C.  GRAHAM  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether  a 
44  Maxim  Lock,"  which  is  supplied  by  con- 
tractors to  Government  at  £20,  is  made 
at  Enfield  for  about  £1  ;  whether  a  five- 
barrel  Nordenfelt  gun,   for  which  con- 


tractors charge  ,£338  8s.,  can  be  mad 
Enfield  for  £120;  whether  rece 
about  20  operatives  have  been  disnii 
from  Enfield;  and  whether  conta 
have  been  given  to  Sheffield  firm 
greatly  higher  rates  than  cast  prio 
Enfield  ;  and,  if  so,  will  he  explain 
this  course  has  been  adopted  ? 

-The  SECRETARY  of  STATE 
WAR  (Mr.  E.  Stanhope,  Iincolns 
Horncastie) :  The  Enfield  price  foi 
Maxim  lock  cannot  be  definitely  state 
the  manufacture  is  not  yet  comp 
but  it  will  probably  be  about  jC6. 
contract  price  was  £20.  A  five-b 
Nordenfelt  gun  could  be  mad 
Enfield,  with  appliances  complete 
.£135.  The  contract  price  was  as  si 
in  the  question ;  but  it  is  a  patte 
which  no  purchases  are  now  i 
More  than  20  men  have  been  dism 
from  Enfield.  The  only  contract 
out  at  Sheffield  was  for  sword-bayi 
in  1889,  to  a  firm  who  were  encourag 
take  up  the  trade  to  avoid  our  havi] 
resort  to  Germany.  The  price  was  i 
8  per  cent,  above  the  then  cost  of 
duction  in  the  Ordnance  factories.  1 
say  generally  that  all  these  qnee 
point  to  the  satisfactory  conclusion 
articles  are  produced  more  cheaplrii 
Ordnance  factories.  Of  course,  tl 
so  under  their  present  management 
it  does  not  aflect  the  principle  wl 
have  often  laid  down,  and  which 
House  has  accepted,  that,  instee 
extending  Government  factories, 
much  wiser,  in  the  interests  oi 
country,  to  encourage  private  fin 
assist  in  producing  the  necessary  w 
material. 

Captain  BOWLES  (Middlesex 
field) :  I  wish  to  ask  whether  it  i 
the  fact  that  the  establishme 
Enfield  has  been  reduced  rather 
extended  ? 

Mr.  E.   STANHOPE :    It  has 
reduced,    but    only    by    a    very 
number. 

Mr.  HOWARD  (Middlesex,  1 
ham) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secret* 
State  for  War  whether  arrange 
have  been  recently  made  to  turn  o 
rifles  per  week  at  the  Royal  Small 
Factory,  Sparkbrook,  instead  of  4 
formerly,  whilst  the  number  turn' 
at  the  Enfield  Small  Arms  Facto 
been  reduced  from  1,200  to  6( 
week ;  and  whether  any  men  ha* 
discharged  from  the  Small  Arms  F 
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arkbrook,  during  the  last  two  or  three 
)aks,  other  than  fitters,  though  the 
mbeis  at  Enfield  have  been  largely 
laced? 

Mb.  E.  STANHOPE  :  No  alteration 
latever  has  been  made  in  the  output 
Sparkbrook,  which  has  always  !>een  a 
laU  one.  On  the  other  hand,  the  out- 
tt  at  Enfield  has  been  very  large  ;  and, 
siring  to  the  reduced  orders  to  be 
pected  next  year,  some  reduction  is 
eessary  there,  though  not  to  the  extent 
cticipated  by  my  hon.  Friend. 

BRITISH      COLONIES     AND     THE 
M'KINLEY    TARIFF. 

Colonel  HOWARD  VINCENT  (Shef- 
kld,  Central) :  I  teg  to  ask  the  Under 
Kretary  of  State  #  for  the  Colonies 
bether,  under  the  Reciprocity  Section  of 
e  United  States  M'Kinley  Tariff  Act, 
«  Government   of  President  Harrison 

•  constrained  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 

entto  grant  admission,  without  Customs 

Vtdes  or  any  other  national,  colonial,  or 

innicipal    charge,     to    58     classes    of 

Bierican     goods,     manufactured     and 

farwise,  and  a  reduction  in  other  classes 
'  50  per  cent,  and  25  per  cent,  on  the 
ity  designated  in  the  respective  Colonial 
tniffs,  into  the  British  Colonies  of 
ritish  Guiana,  Trinidad,  Tobago,  Bar- 
fcdoes,  Antigua,  Montserrat,  St.  Chris- 
tpher,  Nevis,  Dominica,  St.  Vincent, 
od  their  dependencies  ;  if  such  remission 
f  duties  in  the  Crown  Colonies  applies 
jnally  to  the  staple  manufacturers  of 
naffield  and  other  parts  of  the  British 
Empire,  hitherto  taxed  from  7  to  10 
er  cent.,  and  to  the  natural  products 
f  Canada,  Newfoundland,  and  Austra- 
lia; if  the  United  States  will  reci- 
procally give  a  free  market  or  more 
avourable  terms  to  similar  articles,  the 
traduction  of  such  British  Colonies,  than 
o  goods  the  production  of  the  United 
Kingdom  or  other  parts  of  the  British 
Sapire;  if  this  fiscal  change  has  met 
with  the  approval  of  the  unofficial 
tfembers  of  the  Legislative  Councils  of 
he  several  Colonies  concerned ;  if  the 
^habitants  thereof  have  been  or  will  be 
xmsulted  as  to  the  levy  of  the  Colonial 
revenues  by  direct  instead  of  indirect 
taxation  as  heretofore ;  and  if  all  Papers 

*  the  subject  will  be  laid  upon  the 
&He? 


Baron      H.      de      WORMS  :     The 

Colonies  named  in  the  first  paragraph 
of  the  question  have  decided  to  lower  or 
abolish  their  import  duties  upon  certain 
articles  of  food  and  other  goods  entering 
largely  into  popular  consumption.  Such 
remission  of  duties  applies  to  those 
articles  whatever  the  country  of  their 
origin.  There  is  no  question  of  dif- 
ferential duties  in  the  matter,  nor  was 
there  any  constraint  upon  Her  Majesty's 
Government,  who  readily  assented  to  a 
step  in  the  direction  of  a  policy  of  reduc- 
tion of  duties  upon  articles  of  food, 
which  has  been  pressed  upon  the 
Colonies  by  successive  Secretaries  of 
State,  and  which  had  the  approval  of  the 
unofficial  Members  of  the  Legislative 
Councils  of  the  Colonies  concerned. 
Any  taxation  required  to  make  good  the 
loss  of  revenue  caused  by  the  remissions 
to  which  I  have  referred  has  been  the 
subject  of  Debate  in  the  Legislatures  of 
the  Colonies  concerned.  Papers  on  the 
subject  have  l>een  laid  on  the  Table. 

Colonel  HOWARD  VINCENT :  I 
wish  to  ask  whether  the  American  Go- 
vernment have  not  obtained  a  remission 
of  the  duties  on  manufactured  articles  in 
the  West  India  Islands  named  ? 

Baron  H.  de  WORMS  :  I  can  add 
nothing  to  the  answer  I  have  given. 

IRISH    MAILS. 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  (Tyrone,  S.)  : 
1  beg  to  ask  the  Postmaster  General 
whether,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the 
Great  Southern  Railway  of  Ireland  and 
the  Midland  Great  Western  Railway  of 
Ireland  have  refused  to  carry  Her 
Majesty's  mails  over  their  lines  from 
Newcomen  Bridge  Junction  on  the  Dub- 
lin Junction  Railway,  on  the  ground 
that  the  junction  is  unsafe,  he  will  in- 
quire into  the  nature  of  the  alleged 
danger  ? 

Sir  JAMES  FERGUSSON :  The 
Post  Office  has  not  had  occasion  to  make 
any  proposal  to  the  two  companies 
mentioned,  but  we  are  expecting  to  re- 
ceive from  the  Loop  Line  Company  a 
time-table  for  the  through  conveyance  of 
the  mails.  We  have  heard  that  the 
chairmen  of  the  companies  named  have 
expressed  themselves  unfavourably  to 
the  use  of  the  line,  but  as  it  has  only 
just  been  passed  by  the  Board  of  Trade 
perhaps  these  objections  may  be  got 
over.      At  all  events,  the  Post  Office 
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could  not  intervene  in  questions  of  rail- 
way engineering  and  management. 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL:  Is  it  not  a 
fact  that  owing  to  the  condition  of  the 
line  the  mails  are  carried  from  one  point 
to  another  ? 

Sir  JAMES  FERGUSSON  :  Yes, 
that  is  so,  and  we  shall  be  exceedingly 
glad  to  avail  ourselves  of  the  loop  line,  so 
that  there  may  be  no  break  of  bulk 
of  the  mails  between  Queenstown  and 
Kingstown. 

SCOTCH    PRISONS. 

Mr.  CALDWELL  (Glasgow,  St. 
Rollox)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury  whether  the  Committee  of 
inquiry  on  Scotch  Prisons  has  reported  ; 
and,  if  so,  whether  he  will  lay  the  Report 
upon  the  Table  of  the  House  ? 

Sir  JOHN  GORST :  I  am  informed 
that  the  Committee  have  not  yet  pre- 
sented their  Report  to  the  Secretary  for 
Scotland. 

Mr.  CALDWELL:  Can  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  say  when  it  will  be 
presented  ? 

Sir  JOHN  GORST:  No;  I  think 
the  question  must  be  addressed  to  my 
right  hon.  Friend  the  Lord  Advocate. 

THE  CONGESTED  DISTRICTS   BOARD. 

Mr.  CONWAY  (Leitrim,  N) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretaiy  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he 
is  aware  that  a  Sub-Committee  has  been 
formed  in  the  Glenanif  Electoral  Division, 
scheduled  in  the  Manorhamilton  Union, 
to  assist  in  the  working  of  the  Congested 
Districts  Act  by  the  Congested  Districts 
Board ;  and  whether  the  Congested 
Districts  Board  would  have  any  objection 
to  consulting  that  Committee  regarding 
the  steps  it  proposes  taking  in  that 
division  ? 

♦Mr.  JACKSON:  The  Congested 
Districts  Board  will  give  careful  con- 
sideration to  representations  or  sug- 
gestions made  by  any  person  connected 
with  the  electoral  division  mentioned, 
or  with  any  other  electoral  division  in 
a  congested  districts  county. 

THE  INDIAN  CIVIL  SERVICE. 

Mr.  MAC  NEILL  (Donegal,  S.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  India  whether,  notwith- 
standing the  fact  that  the  Despatch  of 
Lord  Cross  of  the  1 2th  September, 
Sir  James  Fergusson 


1889,  recommends  certain  offices  in  the 
Uncovenanted  Civil  Service  of  India  to 
be  filled  exclusively  by  Indians,  an 
executive  order  can  at  any  time 
authorise  the  introduction  of  European* 
to  any  extent  to  these  offices  ? 

♦The     UNDER     SECRETARY    op 

STATE     for     INDIA   (Mr.    Cubzos, 

Lancashire,  Southport) :    I   must  refer 

the  hon.  Member  to  the  Despatch  itself, 
which  is  contained  in  the  Blue  Book  of 

1890.  The  precise  nature  and  number 
of  the  applications  which  will  be  thrown 
open  to  natives  of  India  in  the  re- 
organization of  the  Services  is  still  under 
consideration,  and  any  unofficial  state- 
ment that  has  hitherto  appeared  upon 
the  subject  is  premature. 

Mr.  MAC  NEILL:  Is  the  hon. 
Gentleman  aware  that  in  the  despatch 
to  which  he  refers  me  my  question  was 
fully  borne  out  ?  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  India,  how 

many  Europeans  (including  Eurasians), 
and  how  many  Indians  in  both  the 
Covenanted  and  Uncovenanted  Cm! 
Services  of  India  were,  on  the  Slrt 
March,  1886,  drawing  annual  salaries  of 
Rs.5,000,  and  upwards,  and  what  was 
the  proportion  at  that  date  of  Europeans 
(including  Eurasians)  to  Indians  ? 
♦Mr.  CURZON:  The  figures  asked 
for  were  all  given  in  my  answer  to  a 
similar  question  of  the  hon.  Member 
on  Friday,  and  I  can  only  refer  him  to 
that  answer. 

Mr.  MAC  NEILL  :  I  think  the  hon. 
Gentleman  is  under  a  mistake.  The 
figures  were  given  collectively,  and  not 
individually.  I  must  repeat  my  question 
to-morrow. 


THE  ALLOTMENTS  ACT,  1887. 
Mr.  COBB  (Warwick,  S.E.,  Rugby): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  whether  he  has,  or 
can  procure,  the  necessary  information 
to  enable  him  to  state  how  many  Rural 
Sanitary  Authorities  in  England  and 
Wales  have  acquired,  by  voluntary 
arrangement  under  the  powers  given  to 
them  by  "  The  Allotments  Act,  1887," 
any  land  by  purchase  or  on  lease  or  any 
other  tenancy,  and  how  many  acres  have 
been  so  acquired  by  each  Authority, 
and  how  many  allotment  tenants  hold 
such  land  as  tenants  of  each  Authority  I 
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on  Railways. 


■  PRESIDENT  of  the   LOCAL 

'ERNMENT     BOARD     ( Mr. 

HIE,  Tower  Hamlets,  9t.  George's)  : 

i   unable  to  give   the  information 

[for without  obtaining  Returns  from 

us     Local     Sanitary     Authorities. 

iion.  Gentleman,  no  doubt,  desires  tc i 

n  information  as  to  the  total  mini 

of   allotments    provided  since  the 

og  of  the  Act  of  1887 ;     but   the 

m   so     desired     would     not    give  j  to  have 

iformation  sought  for,  as  by  far  the    " 

r  number  of  allotments  have  been 

ded      by      voluntary      agreement 

>en     owners      of    land     and     the 

rers.      My  right  hon.  Friend  the 

dent  of  the  Agricultural   Depart- 

is  considering  the  desirability  of 
oing  a  Return  which  will  include 
nformation  desired  by  the  hon, 
leman,  as  well  as  the  particulars  of 
»tal  number  of  allotments,  and 
I  think,  will  meet  the  wishes  of 
>n.  Gentleman. 

t.  COBB  :  May  I  ask  the  Minister 
griculture  when  he  thinks  that 
m  will  be  ready  ? 

i.  CHAPLIN  :  I  am  afraid  not 
iree  or  four  months, 
i.  CHANNING  (Northampton,  E.): 
lg  out  of  the  question  of  the  Mem- 
ir  the  Rugby  Division,  I  would  ask 
'resident  of  the  Local  Government 
I  if  he  can  see  his  way  to  accepting 
iotion  I  have  put  on  the  Paper  for  a 
ii  including  the  Urban  Authorities, 

I  have  accidentally  omitted  ? 
.RITCHIE:  I  thought  in  all  pro- 
y  that  what  it  was  desired  to  do 
i  obtain  information  as  to  the  total 
»  of  allotments  which  are  in  the 
ition  of  labourers,  and  the  Return 

my  right  hon.  Friend  is  consider- 
11,  I  believe,  be  more  acceptable  to 
n.  Gentleman  than  the  extremely 
I  Return  for  which  he  has  moved. 

CHANNING:  I  would  ask  the 
ion.  Gentleman  whether  be  is  not 
ious  as  we  are  to  obtain  informa- 
i  to  the  acquisition  of  land  under 
pecific  Act  passed  for  that  purpose 

House  of  Commons'  ? 

RITCHIE  :  I  attach  no  import- 
whatever  as  to  whether  or  not 
llotments  were  provided  by  the 
ton  of  the  Sanitary  Authority ;  but 
re  do  attach  importance  to  is  that 
Otments  should  be  obtained,  and  I 

point  out  to  the  hon.  Gentleman 


was  to  provide  machinery  for  obtaining 
them,  if  owners  of  land  could  not  them- 
selves enter  into  voluntary  arrangement 
with  the  labourers  who  desired  to  have 

Mr.  CHANNING :  Do  I  understand 
that  the  form  of  Return  I  have  moved 

for  is  definitely  refused  by  Her  Majesty's 
Government  ? 

Me.  RITCHIE:  I  shall  be  very  glad 
have  some  conversation  with  the  hon. 
Gentleman  on  the  subject;  but  consider- 
ing that  that  would  be  a  very  partial 
Return,  I  am  pointing  out  that  it  would 
by  no  means  show  the  operation  of  the 
Act  of  1887. 

Mb.  COBB  :  Let  me  quite  understand. 
Will  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  before 
the  Return  of  theMinister  of  Agriculture, 
which  will  take  three  or  four  months, 
is  produced,  give  us  a  smaller  Return  of 
the  number  of  allotments  acquired  under 
the  Act,  not  compulsorily,  but  voluntarily 
since  1887  ? 

-Mr.  RITCHIE:  The  answer  to 
the  question  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  is 
covered  by  my  reply  to  the  hon.  Member 
for  Northamptonshire. 

THE  DEATH  OP  JAMES  CHOULEB. 

Mr.  MUNDELLA  (Sheffield,  Bright^- 
side) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  whether  he  is  now  able 
to  lay  upon  the  Table  the  Report  of 
Major  Marindin,  and  the  Correspondence 
with  the  Midland  and  South  Western 
Railway  Company,  relating  to  the  death 
rf  James  Cboules,  who  was  killed  on  the 
1 6th  of  October  last? 

Sir  MICHAEL  HICKS-BEACH: 
I  am  still  in  communication  with  the 
Company,  whom  I  have  asked  for  cer- 
tain Returns  which  I  think  will  insure  a 
proper  understanding  of  the  matter,  and 
[  hope  no  great  delay  will  take  place 
in  laying  the  Report  and  Correspon- 
dence on  the  Table. 

Mr.  CHANNING:  May  I  ask 
whether  it  is  proposed  to  lay  the  Papers 
liefore  the  Select  Committee  on  Railway 
Hours? 

Sir  MICHAEL  HICKS-BEACH; 
Certainly :  they  will  be  laid  on  the  Table, 
and  the  Committee  will  have  them. 

OVERCROWDING  ON  RAILWAYS. 

Mr.  J.  WILSON  (Lanark,  Govan)  :    I 

leg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of 


le  object  of  the  Allotments  Act  |  Trade  what  power,  if  any,  the  Board    of 
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Trade    possesses     to     restrain    Railway  the  Court  would  have  inflicted  a  s 

Companies  from  overcrowding  their  first  punishment  had  they  been  satisfiei 

and  second  class  carriages  with  passengers  the   other  acts   of  cruelty  which 

who  pay  only  third  class  fare  ?  alleged  had,  in  fact,  been  practised 

Sir     MICHAEL    HICKS-BEACH:  the  girl.     The  law  does  not  admit 

The  only  statutory  provision  which,  as  further  proceedings  being  taken  : 

far  as  I  am  aware,  deals  with  the  matter  matter, 
referred  to  by  the  hon.   Member  is  con- 
tained in    a    byelaw    applicable    to    all  THe  WASHINGTON  MARITIA 
Railway  Companies  which  enacts  that —  CONFERENCE. 
"Any  passenger  persisting  in  entering  a        Mr.  GOURLEY  (Sunderland) : 

£&7l2K»£r&ift  ^k   the  Presided  of  the  B. 

constructed  to  convey,  when  any  such  person  Trade   whether  any   and  what  pr 

objects  to  his  so  entering  the  carriage  or  has  been  made  with  regard  to  the  : 

compartment,  is  hereby  subjected  to  a  penalty  mendations   of   the   Washington 

not  exceeding  40s."  national  Maritime  Conference  ? 

It  would  not,  however,  be  the  duty  of  *Sir   MICHAEL   HICKS  -  BE- 

th/B  Board  of  Trade  to  prosecute  in  such  Many  of  the  recommendations  < 

a  case.  Washington    Maritime    Conferee 

already  provided  for  by  British  I 

THE  TUBERCULOSIS  COMMISSION.  Regulation,  and  with  regard  to  < 

Mr.    PARKER     SMITH    (Lanark,  such  M  the  Rule  of  the  R*"1  at  a 

Partick) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  International  Code  of  Signals,  ar 

the  Local  Government  Board  if  he  can  Load  Une>  I  am  still  in  communi 

say  when  the  Commission  appointed  to  w™  Foreign  Governments.    The  s 

inquire  into  the  question  of  tuberculosis  of  a  uniform   classification  of  lig 

will  be  prepared  to  report  ?  lmder  the  consideration  of  the  G 

Mr.    RITCHIE:    I    have    not    yet  Lighthouse    Authorities,    and     I 

received  the  information   for  which   I  a^eady    presented    to    Parliamen 

have  asked  on  this  subject.     As  soon  as  Report  of  the  Committee  I  appoin 

I  receive  it  I  shall  be  happy  to  reply  to  advise  uP°n  the  efficient  bulkhead 

the  Question.  shlPs>  **& this  Report  is  now  being 

on  by  the  Board  of  Trade.     "With  i 

CASE  OF  CRUELTY  AT  HELSTON.  to  the  recommendations  of  the  Conf> 

MR.NORRIS  (Tower  Hamlets,  Lime-  on  ^e  «ri**t   <rf    *  "uniform  * 

house):   I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  ?f    Buo£s      and  .^         * 

State  for  the  Home  Department  if  his  ferem* >.has  1^% }»*»   ™*>  ' 

attention  has  been  directed  to  a  case  of  suggestion  at  the  £inity  House, 

cruelty  at  HeLston,  in  Cornwall,  where,  £?.  ^dency  o    H.RH,  the  Di 

as  reported,  a  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Rowe  was  EduJburgb,  todehWe  upon  th 

chained  and  found  guilty  of  very  gross  Pomade  at  Washington,  and  to 

ill-timtment  to  her  stop-daughter,  con-  *h*   ?oaif  o*  Trade  what   stops 

sisting  of  strapping  her  to  a  beam,  beating  *?<?*»  sllould  **?  m  "SM  * 

her  with  a  whip,  and  other  cruelties,  and  T^\  Conference   has  made  its  I 

for  which  the  only  penalty  inflicted  by  whf h  }  ProP°^e  to  ^  on  the  Tabl< 

the  local  Magistrate  was  a  fine  of  £10 ;  ff1?  d.ate*   Jhe  recommendation 

and  if  he  will  state  whether  any  further  *?m??  m.  xt  *,ave  been  commumca 

proceedings  can  be  taken  in  the  matter  ?  !*te  \<j™g*  Governments  represer 

Mr.  MATTHEWS :  Yes,  Sir ;  I  have  Washington, 
received  a  Report  from  the  Magistrate's 

clerk  referring  to  this  case.     It  appears  HAULBOWLINE  DOCK. 

that  the    defendant  was    convicted    of        Dr.  TAUNER   (Cork  Co.,   Mi 

beating  her  step-daughter,  and  that,  in-  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the 

asmuch  as  she  elected  to  be  dealt  with  ralty  if  the  channel  excavated  b< 

summarily,  the  Magistrate  fined  her  £10  the  floating  dock  at  Haulbowline  a 

and  casts,  or  in  default  two  months'  im-  deep  water  river  channel  is  now  p 

prisonment   with    hard    labour,  and  he  and,  if  so,  what  is  the  greatest 

ordered  the  custody  of  the  girl  to  be  there  obtainable  at  ordinary  hig 

given  to  her  uncle.     I  am  informed  that  for    permitting  the  passage    of 
Mr.  J.  Wilson 
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whether  it  in  now  possible  to  dock  any 
,  first-class  armoured  vessel ;  if  it  in  true 
that  Leakage  still  occurs  into  the  dry 
dock  in  Haulbowline  Dockyard  ;  what 
Ike  been  the  total  amount  of  money 
■pent  upon  the  construction  and  the 
equipment  of  this  dockyard ;  and  what 
k  the  character  of  the  dockyard  work 
for  which  thi»  yard  has  been  built? 

Lord  GEORGE  HAMILTON :  The 
dannel  between  the  dock  at  Haulbow- 
line and  the  deep  water  river  channel  is 
dear,  and  the  depth  obtainable  at  ordi- 
Mry  high  water  spring  tides  is  not  less 
thin  26  feet  9  inches.  This  will  allow 
all  but  the  heaviest  ironclads  to  be 
docked.  At  high  water  neap  (or  low) 
tides  the  depth  of  water  would  be 
1  feet  6  inches  less,  or  24  feet  3  inches. 
The  dolphins  now  being  erected  at  the 
entrance  of  the  channel  will  be  completed 
by  31st  March,  and  additional  dredging 
nil  then  be  carried  out.  Water  still 
leaks  into  the  dry  dock,  but  there  is 
nothing  unusual  in  this,  as  leakage  occurs 
in  every  dock  of  the  same  kind.  The 
total  expenditure  upon  works  in  this 
dockyard  up  to  the  present  time  has  been 
about  £611,900,  including  £8,900  for 
machinery.  The  character  of  the  work 
for  which  the  dockyaid  has  been  esta- 
blished is  primarily  the  repair  of  Her 
Majesty's  ships  in  an  emergency. 

Dr.  TANNER  :  May  I  ask  the  noble 
Lord  whether  it  is  not  the  Fact  that, 
airing  in  view  the  statement  of  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty  in  1875,  that 
Haulbowline  Dock  was  to  be  used  for  the 
construction  of  ships,  the  present  Govern- 
ment are  going  back  upon  the  under- 
taking given  by  a  late  Conservative  Ad- 
ministration, and  that  this  yard  is  to  be 
and,  according  to  the  Civil  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty,  merely  for  the  repair  of  gun- 
boats? 

Lord  G.  HAMILTON :  No ;  I  never 
understood  that  a  pledge  was  given  to 
make  this  a  building  yard,  and  it  cer- 
tainly has  not  been  so  constructed. 

Db.  TANNER :  I  would  call  the  at 
tention  of  the  noble  Lord  to  a  statement 
made  by  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 
in  1870,  in  reply  to  a  question  addressed 
to  htm  from  these  Benches. 

STATE  PENSIONS. 

Colonel  HOWARD  VINCENT:  I 
beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
f,  having  regard  to  the  statements  laid 

VOL.  I.  [new  series.] 
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before  the  country  of  the  extent  of  old 
age  pauperism  among  the  industrial 
classes,  and  to  the  ciicuinstance  that  the 
Committee  on  National  Provident   Insu- 

e,  presided  over  by  the  hon.  Baronet 
the  Member  for  Wigtownshire,  was 
"  practically  narrowed  into  an  examina- 
tion of  one  particular  scheme,  that  formu- 
lated by  Canon  BJackley,"  the  Govern- 
ment will  assent  to  the  early  appointment 
of  a  Royal  Commission  or  Select  Committee 
to  ascertain  the  facts,  and  the  best  means 

smedying  the  evil,  and  enabling  the 
thrifty  to  secure  State  guaranteed  pen- 

*  in  old  age  upon  easy  terms,  through 
friendly  societies  or  otherwise  ? 

The  FIRST  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Man- 
chester, E.):  In  answer  to  my  hon. 
Friend,  I  have  to  say  that  although 
it  is  true  that  Canon  Black  ley's 
scheme  of  national  insurance  was  the 
only  one  examined  very  minutely  by  the 
Committee  named  in  the  question, 
because  it  appeared  to  be  the  only  one 
worked  out  in  sufficient  detail  to  make 
the  examination  necessary,  the  Com- 
mittee collected  a  vast  amount  of 
information  that  would  have  to  be 
taken  into  account  in  the  consideration 
of  any  scheme  that  might  be  presented  to 
the  public.  I  do  not  think  it  will  lie 
expedient  to  appoint  a  Select  Committee, 
which  would  have  to  traverse  the  ground 
already  traversed  by  the  Committee 
which  sat  two  years  ago. 

THE  SAVINGS  BANK  ACT,  1891. 

Mr.  JOHN  ELLIS  (Nottingham, 
Rushcliffe) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  whether  he  will  lay 
upon  the  Table  for  distribution  the 
scheme  of  appointment  of  an  Inspection 
Committee  under  "  The  Savings  Banks 
Act,  1801,"  and  append  thereto  the 
names  of  the  members  appointed  ? 

The  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EX- 
CHEQUER (Mr.  Gosqhen,  St.  George's, 
Hanover  Square)  :  I  shall  be  very  glad 
to  comply  with  the  hon.  Member's  sug- 
gestion. 

IRREGULARITIES  IN  THE  POST 

OFFICE. 
Mr.  HENNIKER  HEATON  (Can- 
terbury) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Postmaster 
General  can  he  state  the  number  of 
postal  officials  dismissed  for  irregularities 
last  year  ;  the  number  sent  for  trial  and 
20 
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convicted  ;  what  guarantee  for  honesty  Sir  J.  FERGUSSON :  The  su 
is  exacted  from  postal  officials   in   this  master  of  Harolds  Cross  (Dubli 
country ;  and  whether  he  has  copies  of  signed    on    the    15th   ultimo,  ai 
the  guarantees   demanded   from    postal  necessary  steps  for  the  revision 
employes  against  dishonesty  by  Indian  salary  were  at  once  taken,  as  well 
and  Australian  Governments  ?  finding  a  suitable  successor.     The 
Sir  J.  FERGUSSON  :  The  number  of  will  be  re-opened  as  soon  as  the  n 
postal  officials  dismissed  for  irregularities  pointment  has  been  made,  but  I 
last  year  was  227.     The  offences  included  say  how  soon  that  will  be. 
drunkenness,  insubordination,  and  per- 
sistent neglect  of  duty,  as  well  as  acts  of  IRISH  RECEIVERSHIPS, 
fraud.     The  number  sent  for  trial  and  Mb    BLANE    (Armagh  S )  • 
convicted  was  60.     These  numbers,  out  to  ^  the  Attorney  General  for  I 
of  a  total  employed  of  117,989,  amount  whether  his  attention  has  been  dr* 
to  about  1  in  520.     The  guarantees  for  the  fa<jt  that  Captain  O'Conor,  , 
honesty  enacted   from   Post   Office  ser-  Palace,  Elphin,  and  now  a  director 
vants    are     bonds      of      an     approved  Freeman's  Journal,  limited,  is  d* 
guarantee  society  or  ol  private  sureties.  ^  a  receiver  under  the  Land  Jud 
The  Post  Office  is  not  in  possession  of  a  y^^  compiled  and  edited  by  Mr 
the  guarantees  used  by  Indian  and  Aus-  den>  q  a>  ajld  ^^^  tnember  , 
trahan  Governments.     I  should  like  to  Irish   Bar .    whether   Captain    0 
add   that  while  the  proportion  of    dis-  has  fc^  appointed  to  this  office 
honest  persons  in  the  service  of  the  Post  whether  the  practice  in  such  mat 
Office  is  shown  to  be  very  small,  I  have  for  the  person  desiring  to  be  app 
seen  with  concern  the  number  of  cases  to  send  in  a  notification  of  hiswilli 
which  have  occurred,  and  I  have  taken  to  act  ? 

some  steps,  and   I  have  others  in  con-  -»«■      ^  A  Tvrk-c*xT     t         •  c 

i  x-           i.      u     a              _l     \l-  Mr.  MADDEN :  I  am  informe 

templation,  whereby  the    opportunities  .*            ,,                            ,   .     ,. 

,r.          '  . .        x      j-  v      r5             i  the  gentleman  mentioned  in  the 

and  temptations  to  dishonesty  may  be  ^  ^  enfcered  on  ^  Jud      ,  . 

1889  as  suitable  for  the  appointm 

INSUFFICIENTLY  STAMPED  LETTERS.  ?*f®1.ver'  but  ^  not,  *>een  appoint 

Mb.  HENNIKER  HEATON :  I  beg  to  thf  date'     I  T  als0  "*«■»«» ( 

to  ask  the  Postmaster  General  whether  «  ^*  necessary  for  a  gentleman 

his  attention  has  been  called  to  the  high  ^T  M  on  the  ^  *°  send  in  an  aj 

charge  or  fine,  of  ten  amounting  to  double  ' 

the  deficiency,  imposed  on  the  recipients  ^R-   BLANE :    Did   this  genl 

of  letters    insufficiently  stamped ;    and  aPP^  f or  the  situation  hiniself  ? 

whether  he  has  made  any  recommen-  Mr.   MADDEN :    It  is  inacci 

dation  to  the  Treasury  on  the  subject?  discribed  as  a  "  situation."     The 

Sir  J.  FERGUSSON:    Letters    un-  places    on  the    list    certain   gen 

paid  or  insufficiently  prepaid  are,  not  in  whom  he  considers  suitable  to  act. 

this  country  alone,  but  throughout  the  not  necessary  that  any  application 

Postal  Union,  subject  to  a  charge  upon  be  sen*  in  by  the  gentlemen  so  ] 

delivery  equal  to  double  the  deficiency.  *?&  tJie  gentleman  whose  name  is 

It  is  not  quite  accurate  to  call  the  whole  tioned  in  the  question,  as  a  mat 

of  this  charge  a  "  fine,"  as  one-half  of  it  fo^  has  not  been  put  in  charge  < 

represents  postage  which  the  sender  has  particular  office, 
omitted   to   pay.     There    has  been    no 

recommendation  to  the  Treasury  on  the  FOOT-AND-MOUTH  DI8EA8I 

subject.  Mr.  DARLING  (Deptford)  :  1 

be  permitted  to  draw  the  attent 

HAROLD'S  CROSS  POST  OFFICE.  the  President  of  the  Board  of  A 

Sir   THOMAS   ESMONDE  (Dublin  ture  to  a  question  of  which  I  have 

Co.,    S.) :     I    beg    to    ask    the     Post-  notice  with  reference  to  the  outbr 

master  General  if  he  is  aware  that  the  foot-and-mouth  disease,  inquiring  w 

recent  closing    of    the   Harold's    Cross  he  has  seen  the  resolution  of  the 

Post  Office  has  resulted  in  great  incon-  Chamber  of  Agriculture,  recommt 

venience  to  the  neighbourhood,  and  how  that  cattle  should  only  be  allowed 

soon  the  office  is  likely  to  be  re-opened  ?  landed  in  this  country  at  the  i 
Mr.  Hermiker  Eeaton 


306     The' Death  of  Mary       {22  February,  : 

animals  wharf  for  immediate  slaughter ; 
-and  if,  in  view  of  the  serious  outbreak 
of  foot-and-mouth  disease  which  has 
•beady  taken  place,  he  in  prepared  to 
act  upon  that  suggestion  ? 

Colonel  DAWNAY  (York,  N.R., 
"Bank):  I  beg  to  ask  the  Minister  of 
Agriculture  whether  it  is  true  that  the 
woent  outbreak  of  foot-and-mouth  disease 
"ma  brought  into  this  country  in  a  cargo 
of  raw  hides  landed  at  Harwich  from  a 
'German  port  and  whether  steps  are 
hang  taken  to  prevent  the  importation 
of  raw  hides  from  infected  countries  ? 

Mr.  CHAPLIN  :  In  reply  to  the  last 
■question  of  my  hon.  and  gallant  Friend, I 
■tan  only  nay  that  so  far  as  I  know  there 
M  not  the  slightest  foundation  for  the 
Tumour  to  which  he  has  alluded.  I  have 
not  therefore  taken  any  steps  at  present 
to  prohibit  the  importation  of  raw  hides, 
and,  so  far  as  I  can  learn,  they  are  im- 
puted under  conditions  that  almost  pre- 
clude the  risk  of  infection.  But  the 
■o^estion  is  now  under  my  consideration, 
and  if  I  am  satisfied  that  there  is  any 
dinger  whatever  to  be  apprehended  from 
the  importation  of  raw  hides  their  impor- 
tation will  be  prohibited  immediately. 
"He  question  of  my  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Deptford  (Mr.  Darling) 
■divides  itself  into  two  parts.  In  a  notice 
which  I  have  just  received  from  him  he 
asks  me  if  it  is  true  that  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  has  agreed  to  allow  cattle 
within  the  Metropolitan  area  to  be  re- 
moved from  licensed  premises  to  be 
slaughtered  within  two  days.  Well,  Sir, 
oo  order  that  I  am  aware  of  to  that  effect 
hag  been  issued  by  the  Board.  I  have 
had  to  consider  a  great  number  of  orders 
within  the  last  few  days,  but  I  am  unable 
to  charge  my  memory  with  any  such 
order.  But  I  have  been  informed  within 
the  last  few  minutes,  since  I  came  into 
the  House,  that  the  London  County 
Council  have  parsed  an  order  empowering 
their  veterinary  inspectors  to  grant 
licences  for  the  removal  of  fat  cows  from 
cowsheds,  from  which  their  removal 
vould  be  otherwise  prohibited,  to  Iw 
slaughtered  within  two  days.  If  I 
nay  be  allowed  to  do  so,  I  should 
like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  offering 
me  word  of  caution  against  some  state- 
nents  which  have  appealed  in  the  Press 
>n  this  subject.  I  noticed  yesterday  an 
rticle  in  a  Sunday  paper  calculated  to 
xcite  grave  alarm  in  the  minds  of  the 
gricultural  community,  the  greater  part 
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of  which,  so  far  as  I  know,  was  entirely 
without  foundation. 

Mb.  DARLING:  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  not  answered  the  question 
I  asked.  It  was,  whether  he  had  seen 
the  recommendation  of  the  Bucks  Cham- 
ber of  Agriculture,  that  cattle  should  not 
be  allowed  to  he  landed  at  all  in  this 
country  except  at  the  foreign  animals 
wharf  for  immediate  slaughter,  and 
whether  he  is  prepared  to  act  on  that 
recommendation  ? 

Mr.  CHAPLIN  :  I  beg  the  pardon  of 
my  hon.  Friend,  but  I  had  forgotten  that 
part  of  his  question.  I  have  notreceived 
any  official  intimation  of  that  resolution, 
but  I  have  seen  it,  and  what  I  have  to  say 
at  present  upon  the  question  of  imposing 
any  further  restrictions  upon  the  ex- 
tremely limited  number  of  animals  still 
allowed  to  be  imported  from  the  Continent 
of  Europe  is,  that  it  is  a  proceeding  which 
ought  not  to  be  taken  except  upon 
serious  consideration,  and  I  do  not  think 
it  is  a  question  which  I  ought  to  be  asked 
to  decide  at  a  moment's  notice. 

THE  DEATH  OF  MARY  HELEN 

MONTAGU. 
Mr.  P.  O'BRIEN  (Monaghan,  N.)  : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  his 
attention  has  been  called  to  an  inquest, 
held  on  the  15th  inst.,  touching  the 
death  of  Mary  Helen  Montagu,  aged 
three  years,  daughter  of  Robert  Acheson 
Cromie  Montagu,  J. P.,  Portstewart, 
Col  erai  no,  Ireland,  in  which  the 
Coroner's  jnry  returned  the  following 
verdict : — 

"  That  the  deceased,  Mary  Helen  Montagu, 
died  from  asphyxia.  We  further  say  that 
Annie  Margaret  Montagu  did  feloniously  kill 
and  slay  the  said  Mary  Helen  Montagu  by 
binding  her  body  with  a  stocking,  and 
fastening  her  when  thus  tied  by  a  cord  to  a 
ring  in  a  dark  room  at  Cronmore  House, 
townland  of  fiallylease,  and  parish  of  Agher- 
ton,  on  the  13th  day  of  February,  1692 ; " 

whether  he  is  aware  that  Mrs.  Montagu 
acknowledged  on  oath  before  the  Coroner 
that  she  bound  the  arms  and  limbs  of 
her  child,  and  caused  its  death  by  hang- 
ing, as  set  out  in  the  verdict ;  that  Mrs. 
Montagu  was  returned  for  trial  to  the 
Assizes,  and  bail  accepted  for  her  ap- 
pearance ;  and  that  she  has  since  left  the 
country  to  evade  trial ;  what  were  the 
reasons  why  the  police  did  not  arrest 
Mrs.  Montagu,  and  proceed  by  deposi- 
2  0  2 
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tions  before  a  Magistrate  ;  and  whether 
he  proposes  to  take  any,  and  what, 
action  to  investigate  the  conduct  of  the 
police  authorities  in  the  matter  ? 

*Mr.  JACKSON :  The  woman  was 
arrested  by  the  police,  and  dealt  with 
by  the  Magistrates  in  Petty  Sessions, 
and  committed  for  trial. 

Mr.  P.  O'BRIEN  :  That  is  no  answer 
to  my  question.  Why  did  the  police  not 
arrest  her  till  a  week  after  the  offence, 
and,  also,  does  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
intend  to  take  any  notice  of  the  conduct 
of  the  police  ? 

Mr.  JACKSON :  There  is  no  necessity 
for  such  action.  No  irregularity  has 
taken  place. 

BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

Sir  GEORGE  0.  TREVELYAN 
(Glasgow,  Bridgeton) :  I  should  like  to 
ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  after 
what  hour  he  will  not  take  the  Bill  for 
the  application  and  distribution  of  the 
grant  to  Scotland,  and  also  whether  he 
has  noticed  that  the  Scotch  Bill  has  been 
moved  from  the  first  place  on  the  Paper, 
and  there  are  now  two  other  Bills  in 
front  of  it,  and  if  he  will  take  into  con- 
sideration the  convenience  of  Scotch 
Members  in  the  matter  ? 

The  FIRST  LORD  op  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester, 
E.) :  I  thought  the  Scotch  Members 
would  have  preferred  discussing  the  Bill 
when  they  have  it  in  their  hands.  This 
is  a  matter  on  which  there  has  been  much 
discussion  among  Members  in  all  parts 
of  the  House,  and  the  proposals  which 
my  right  hon.  and  learned  Friend  will 
lay  before  the  House  are  of  great  interest ; 
and  I  hope  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will 
not  resist  the  Bill  being  read  a  first  time 
to-night,  as  the  sooner  it  is  read  a  first 
time  the  sooner  it  will  be  printed  and  in 
the  hands  of  Members. 

Sir  GEORGE  TREVELYAN:  Can 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  give  me  an 
hour  after  which  the  Bill  will  not  be 
taken? 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  It  will  not  be 
taken  after  half- past  11  o'clock.  If 
it  be  taken  by  that  time,  it  will  give 
ample  time  for  my  right  hon.  Friend  to 
explain  the  Bill  to  the  House. 

Mr.  J.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) :  May  I 

ask  when  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 

will  make  a  general  statement  as  to  the 

business  during  the  next  few  days ;  and 

Mr.  P.  O'Brien 


when  the  Irish  Estimates  will  h 
as  this  would  be  for  the  conven 
Irish  Members  ? 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  he 
on  Thursday  next  «if  we  are  abl 
trust  we  shall  be,  to  introduce  tin 
tant  Bill  which  is  put  down  on  tl 
to-night,  we  shall  take  the  Sup 
tary  Estimates ;  and  if  they  are  got  t 
as  I  think  they  might  be,  in  tin 
of  the  evening  on  Monday  next, '. 
take  the  Indian  Councils  Bill  wl 
come  down  from  the  Lords  t 
which  is  very  urgently  requir 
which  will  no  doubt  require  so 
cussion.  As  the  hon.  Member 
there  will  be  a  good  deal  of  Si 
get  through  at  this  time  of  the  y< 
the  Bill,  other  than  the  Indian  ' 
which  1  desire  to  press  forwarc 
Bill  which  will  be  introduced  first 
by  my  right  hon.  Friend  the  Mi 
Agriculture. 

Mr.  DILLON :  May  I  ask  tl 
hon.  Gentleman  if  he  will,  on  T 
or  Monday,  make  a  more  gener 
ment  as  to  the  course  of  I 
especially  in  regard  to  the  Iris 
mates  ?  It  would  be  a  great  con^ 
to  Irish  Members. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  On  Tl 

THE    COUNT    OUT. 

Dr.  CAMERON  (Glasgow,  C 
I  beg  to  ask  the   First   Lord 
Treasury,  in  regard  to  the  count 
Friday,  whether  the  first   Ord< 
Supply    was  the    introduction 
Education   and   Local    Taxation 
(Scotland)  Bill;?    What  I  wish  < 
whether    he    is    not    aware    t! 
principle  laid  down  by  successive 
of  the  House — Lord  Palmerston, 
Mr.  Gladstone,  and  the  late  Mi 
— was    that  it  was  the    duty 
Government  to  keep  a  House  on 
night,  and  I  will  ask  why  the 
ment  allowed  the  House  to  be 
out  at  a  quarter  before  8  wh< 
had  enough  of  their  supporters  1 
a  House,  and  wh*n  their  own  I 
of  such    importance    to    Scotia 
Ireland,  as  the  Private  Bill  Pi 
Bill  stood  next  on   the  Paper, 
chance  of  getting  them  on  at  t 
hour  in  the  evening  ? 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  Tl 
Gentleman  has  put  to  me  a  pi 
question  and  a  general  questio 
particular  one  is,  why  on  last 
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I  said  that  I  hoped  to  have  it  printed  in 
the  first  half  of  this  week,  by  Thursday 
at  latest,  and  I  trust  before. 


NEW  WRITS  ISSUED. 

Derbyshire,  Southern  Division,  v. 
Henry  Wardle,  esq.,  deceased ;  Surrey, 
Chertsey  Division,  v.  F.  A.  Hankey,  esq., 
deceased. 

INDIAN    COUNCILS    ACT    (1861) 
AMENDMENT    BILL.    [LORDS.] 

Head  the  first  time;  to  be  read  a 
second  time  upon  Monday  next,  and 
to  be  printed.     [Bill  182.] 

MOTIONS. 


SMALL  AGRICULTURAL  HOLDINGS 

BILL. 

LEAVE.      FIRST   READING. 

-The  PRESIDENT  of  the  BOARD 
of    AGRICULTURE    (Mr.    Chaplin, 
Lincolnshire,    Sleaford):    Mr.    Speaker, 
it  now  becomes   my  duty  to    submit  to 
the  House  the  pi-oposals  of  the  Govern- 
ment for  giving  effect  to  the  paragraph 
in  the  Gracious  Speech  from  the  Throne 
which  referred  to  the  question   of   small 
holdings  of  land  in  the  agricultural  dis- 
tricts of  the  country,  and  I  commence  by 
saying  this  at  once,  that  the  proposals  I 
am  about  to  make  being,  as  I  believe 
they  are,  entirely  novel  to  our  legisla- 
tion, must  be  necessarily  of  a  somewhat 
tentative    character,    and   the    Bill     I 
shall  lay  on  the  Table,  if  the  House  ap- 
prove is  more  or  less  of  the  nature  of 
an  experiment,  which  the  Government 
have    decided,  after  full  consideration, 
that  it  is  right  and  expedient  to  make. 
One  of  the  chief  objects  which  we  have 
in  view  is  a  wider  distribution  of  the 
land  among  the  people  of  this  country ; 
to  bring  back  upon  the  soil,  if  it  be  i>os- 
sible  by  legislation — I  had  almost  said 
to  re-create,  if  I  may  use  the  term — a 
class  of  the  community  which  has  been 
gradually  dwindling  for  many  years,  and 
which  is  now  rapidly  becoming  extinct, 
but  which,  at  the  same  time,  we  must 
remember,  existed,  and  not  only  existed, 
but   flourished,  in    former   days  in  far 
greater  numbers  than    is   the  case  at 
present,  and  which  I  am  persuaded  that 
Mr.  A.  J*.  Balfour 


all  sections  of  the  House  would  desire,  if 
possible,  to  see  maintained.     I  am  speak- 
ing now,  Sir,  of  the  class  which  used  to 
be  described  as  yeomen,   or,   in  other 
words,  the  owners  of  small  properties  in 
land.     That  is  an   object  which   must 
thoroughly  commend  itself  not  only  to 
gentlemen  sitting  on  this  side,  but  also 
to  gentlemen  sitting  on  that  side  of  the 
House,  and  which  is  most  thoroughly  in 
accord  with  all  the  traditions  of  the  Party 
to  which  they  belong.  Indeed,  I  think,  Sir, 
I  have  only  to  mention  the  name  of  Mr. 
Bright,  whose  views  on  this  subject  were 
so  well  and  so  widely  known,  and  which, 
he  has  so  often  defended  with  his  un- 
rivalled eloquence  in  this  House,  to  cany 
the  unanimous  assent  of    hon.  Gentle- 
men opposite  in  the  assertion  I  make* 
Sir,  I  cannot  doubt  that,  whatever  nay 
be  thought  of  the  means  which  I  shall 
propose  to-night  in  order  to  give  effect 
to  our  views,  all  Parties  in  the  House  will 
agree  that  the  object  is  one  which  ifl  de- 
serving  of    support,  and  that  the  ex- 
periment   which    we     propose   is   one 
which  it  is  desirable  to  make.    Among 
other  reasons  which  have  guided  us  in  our 
decision,  I  will  begin  by  mentioning  to 
the  House  one  in  particular.     No  one- 
who  is  well  acquainted  with  the  acrical' 
tural  districts  of  the  country  can  M  to 
be  aware  of  the  constant  migration  of  the 
rural  population  from  the  country  to  the 
towns,  which  has  been  so  prominent  uA 
so   unwelcome  a  feature  of  the  rurtl 
situation    during  the    last    few    yeirtr 
and     which     I     am     afraid     is    suU 
progressing,    and  perhaps  at  an  eyr 
accelerated  pace,  to-day.  There  are  various 
reasons  which  may  possibly  account  ft* 
it.     For  instance,  there  is  the  great  in- 
crease of  education,  which  of  late  years 
has  taken  place  in  the  country  district* 
as  well  as  in  the  towns,  and  which  many 
}>eople  think  has  given  rise  to  a  growing 
distaste  for  actual  labour  on  the  soil,  especi- 
ally when  that  labour  is  employed  under 
conditions  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
workers  themselves,   gives  no  sufficient 
opening  for  the  improvement  of  their 
lot    and    their  position  in  the  future,, 
especially  when  old  age  begins  to  advance 
upon  them.     Again,  Sir,  there  are  the 
higher  wages  which  can  be  so  easily  ob- 
tained for  labour  in  the  towns,  and  the 
generally  greater  attractions  which  are 
offered  to  the  life  of  the  labouring  man 
who  dwells  in  the  city  as  compared  with 
the  life  of  the  man    who    lives  upon 
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the  land.     And,  thirdly,  there  is    the 

rand  constantly  increasing  demand 
active    and    intelligent    labour    in 
numerous  walks  of  life,  such  as  on  rail- 
ways, in  the  Police  Force  of  the  country, 
and     various      other     works,      which 
win  readily    occur  to   hon.    Members, 
which  are  all  eagerly  sought  for  by  the 
youngest  and  smartest  members  of  the 
rural  population,   and    which,    not  un- 
naturally, I  am  bound  to  say,  I   think 
they  infinitely  prefer  to  the  comparative 
dnhess  and  drudgery  of  the  labours  in 
which  they  are  engaged  in  the  country. 
These  are  all  causes    which  it  seems  to 
me,  at  all  events,  may  partly  account  for 
the  tendency  which,  in  my  humble  judg- 
ment, is  nothing  but  an  evil  to  all  parties 
whom  it'  concerns.     It  is  bad  for  the 
labourers  themselves,  because  they  con- 
stantly take    their    labour  to   markets 
which  they  find  already  con  jested,  and 
where  they  can  only  obtain  work  by  re- 
ducing the  wages  of  their  fellow-work- 
men, or,  as  only  too  commonly  happens, 
they  fail  to  find  employment  at  all.     It 
is  bad  for  the  owners  and  occupiers  of 
mod,    and    for     the    land  itself,  which 
constantly    suffers    from    the    want  of 
sufficient  labour  being  employed  on  it :  and 
it  is  bad  for  the    community  at  large, 
because   of  the  lesser  amount  of  pro- 
luce  which  the  land  yields.     And  that, 
Sir,  being    so,  the    question    naturally 
irises    whether  there  is  nothing  which 
an  be  done,  whether  there  is  not  something 
-hat  we  can  do  by  legislation  to  aid  in 
Cresting    a    process    which    is    so   in- 
jurious to  all  ?     Well,  Sir,  the  Govern - 
nent  think  that  there  is,  and  that  one  of 
&e  measures  which  is  likely  to  have  some 
effect,  and  probably    considerable  effect, 
n  this  direction,  is  to  afford  to  the  rural 
X)pulation,  whose  labour  at  the  present 
ime,    apart     from     their     wages,    is 
pent    on    the  land  directly  in  the  in- 
erests  and  for  the  profit  of  others,  some 
Tester  facilities  than  they  enjoy  at  pre- 
ent  for  sometimes  working  on  the  land 
a  their  own  interest,  and  for  the  profit 
f  themselves.     We  believe  that  in  doing 
his  we  shall  be  taking  a  step  which  is 
tot  only  in  the  interests  of  the  labourers, 
rat  greatly  also  in  the  interests  of  the 
armors   as   well,    and    I    say    so    for 
his  reason.    The  greatest  danger  I  see 
head  for  the  farmers  of  this  country, 
nd  the  agricultural  interest  generally, 
t  the  present  moment,  is  not  so  much 
he  increase  of  foreign  competition,  of 


which  I  think  myself  —  although  I 
speak  on  this  subject  in  most 
guarded  accents — we  may,  perhaps, 
have  seen  the  worst,  not  so  much 
in  a  future  fall  in  the  prices  of  agricul- 
tural produce,  but  in  the  great  and 
growing  difficulty  of  finding  sufficient 
labour  for  the  effective  cultivation  of  the 
land  ;  and  in  anything  we  can  do  in  this 
respect  to  lessen  and  remove  that  diffi- 
culty and  so  retain  the  labour  on  the 
land,  I  believe  we  shall  be  conferring  on 
the  farmers  of  this  country  one  of  the 
greatest  benefits  in  our  power.  For,  in  the 
first  place,  what  I  wish  to  point  out  is  this 
— in  the  case  of  men  who  occupy  small 
holdiEgs,  who  may  be  the  future  occupants 
of  small  holdings — it  does  not  necessarily 
follow  that  the  whole  of  their  time  will 
be  engaged ;  on  the  contrary,  I  believe 
there  will  always  be  times  and  seasons 
when  part  of  their  labour  will  be  avail- 
able for  service  on  the  larger  farms  in 
the  vicinity.  And,  in  the  second  place, 
the  mere  possibility  of  being  able  to 
obtain  for  himself,  by  his  own  industry 
and  thrift  in  the  future,  a  small  holding 
for  his  own  purposes  will,  I  believe,  be 
no  small  inducement  to  the  younger 
labourers  to  remain  in  the  country  in  far 
greater  numbers  than  they  do  at  present. 
Well,  Sir,  there  is  another  reason  which 
has  always  had  considerable  weight  with 
me.  So  far  as  1  can  observe,  there  is  a 
widespread  and  general  desire  that  at 
least  the  experiment  should  be  tried.  I 
am  sure  it  is  the  case — and  I  am  speaking 
from  my  own  personal  knowledge — among 
the  labourers  themselves,  although  I  be- 
lieve it  to  be  of  comparatively  recent 
growth.  It  is  very  natural  and  very 
easily  explained,  and  I  attribute  it  to 
two  causes :  In  the  first  place,  the 
lower  wages  which  in  the  past  few 
years  they  have  been  in  the  habit  of  re- 
ceiving since  the  agricultural  depression 
has  weighed  so  heavily  on  the  farmers, 
and  there  is  also  the  almost  constant 
want  of  employment  to  which  they  have 
always  been  subject  in  recent  years, 
especially  in  the  winter  months,  the 
very  time  when  good  and  regular  employ- 
ment is  of  more  importance  to  them 
than  at  any  other;  and,  secondly,  Mr. 
Speaker,  I  attribute  it  to  the  great  in- 
crease in  the  number  of  allotments  which 
has  followed  the  passing  of  the  Acts  which 
became  law  a  year  or  two  ago.  I  know 
perfectly  well  that  it  is  a  regular  Party 
shibboleth  on  that  side  of  the  House, 
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that  the  Allotments  Acts  passed  by  the 
present  Government  have  been  shams  and 
failures,  and  especially  on  country  plat- 
forms. A  right  hon.  Gentleman  on  that 
Bench  made  that  statement  not  many 
nights  ago,  not  on  a  country  platform, 
but  on  a  platform  in  one  of  the  City 
constituencies.  What  I  have  to  say  on 
that  point  is  that  these  gentlemen  know 
as  well  as  I  know — and  if  they  do 
not  know  they  ought  to — that  they 
are  absolutely  contradicted  by  the  facts. 
Those  Acts  have  had  precisely  the  effect 
that  I  always  hoped  and  expected  they 
would  have.  They  have  been  the  means, 
either  directly  or  indirectly,  of  providing 
allotments  for  thousands  and  thousands 
of  labouring  men  throughout  all  parts  of 
England  who  never  knew  what  it  was  to 
have  the  enjoyment  of  allotments  before ; 
«nd  what  is  more,  in  the  great  majority 
of  cases,  they  have  attained  it  by 
what  I  have  always  maintained,  and 
always  shall  maintain,  to  be  the  easiest 
and  the  most  convenient  mode,  namely, 
by  friendly  and  voluntary  arrange- 
ments with  the  owners  of  the  land. 
I  know  scores  of  instances  which  have 
come  under  my  notice  during  the  present 
year  where  men  with  a  single  acre  for  an 
allotment,  or  sometimes  with  even  less, 
have  been  able  to  make  a  profit  out  of 
the  land  for  themselves  of  sums  which 
ranged,  as  I  am  told  on  very  good 
authority,  from  £b  to  .£8,  and  where  in 
one  case,  I  am  informed,  of  as  much  as 
£\0  in  the  year;  and  having  been  so 
extremely  successful  with  their  small 
allotments,  and  having  had  this  ex- 
perience of  the  profits  which  they 
can  make  from  little  plots  of  land, 
they  are  naturally  anxious  to  see 
what  they  can  do  with  more.  How 
far  they  are  right  in  the  desire  to 
exchange  a  small  plot  for  a  holding  of  a 
larger  and  different  d&scription  remains 
to  be  proved.  I  never  had  a  doubt  upon 
the  question  of  allotments.  I  knew,  I 
was  always  certain,  that  it  could  only  be 
an  unmixed  good  for  the  rural  popula- 
tion ;  but  no  one  can  speak  with  equal 
certainty  upon  the  question  of  small 
holdings.  There  is  a  wide  and  a  clear 
distinction  between  them.  Neither  capital 
nor  buildings  are  required  in  the  case  of 
allotments,  except  in  the  case  of  the 
pig-sty,  which  generally  goes  with 
the  cottage  ;  but  it  is  these  very  questions 
of  capital  and  buildings  which  constitute 
our  chief  difficulty  in  dealing  satisfac- 
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torily  with  the  question  of  small  1 
ings.  As  to  the  cultivation  of  t 
holdings — I  judge  from  what  I  ' 
seen  of  their  allotments — I  have  not 
slightest  misgiving  whatever;  an< 
daily  countries,  with  which  I  am  b< 
to  say  I  am  not  altogether  so  acquai 
as  I  am  with  other  agricultural  part 
the  country — there,  I  understand,  \ 
all  the  information  which  reaches  me, 
the  system  of  small  holdings  has  air 
been  established  and  proved  to 
success.  Sir,  it  is  a  very  common  tl 
in  districts  where  there  are  nume 
allotments,  to  give  prizes  for  the  a 
ments  which  are  cultivated  the  best— 
it  is  usual  from  among  the  large  fan 
in  the  neighbourhood  that  the  Judges 
selected — and  many  a  large  farmer,  * 
of  whom  I  know  well,  have  told  me 
they  have  been  perfectly  astonishes 
see  the  admirable  manner  in  which 
land  was  cultivated.  Well,  I  ventiu 
think  that  is  very  encouraging  tc 
who  are  seeking  to  bring  about  an 
tension  of  this  operation  upon  a  vs 
and  a  broader  scale  ;  and  I  think 
House  will  agree  with  me  in  this, 
it  is  clearly  true  that  if  a  man  has  < 
eminently  successful  in  the  cultivs 
of  one  acre  of  land,  it  is  a  fair 
reasonable  presumption  that  he  is  li 
to  be  successful  in  the  cultivatk) 
more.  I  frankly  own  that  I  arrive  at 
opinion  in  the  light  of  new  experie 
that  I  was  formerly  opposed  to 
attempt  to  establish  by  law  a  sy 
of  small  holdings ;  and  further, 
I  had  no  belief  at  all  in  the  prol 
success  of  any  such  system ;  and  . 
bound  to  say  that  the  opportui 
which  I  have  had  in  former  } 
of  seeing  the  results  of  that  sy 
in  counties  where  it  is  already  establi 
were  more  than  ample  warrant, 
more  than  ample  justification  for 
opinion.  I  remember  visiting  a 
trict  in  the  north  east  part  of 
county  which  I  represent,  and  that 
many  years  ago — a  district  whic 
cultivated  entirely  under  such  a  sye 
I  do  not  remember  exactly,  but  I  t 
it  must  have  been  some  10  or  15  3 
ago ;  at  all  events,  it  was  at  a  time  v 
agricultural  depression  was  at  its 
highest — some  three  or  four  years  t 
it  had  commenced — and  I  am  boun 
say  this,  that  a  more  lamentable,  a  1 
deplorable  spectacle  of  agricultural 
and  disaster  it  never  was  my  misfor 
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to  witness.  It  made  a  deep  impression 
upon  me  at  the  time,  and  that  impression 
was  confirmed  by  the  evidence  which  was 
received  by  the  Richmond  Commission. 
But  lam  inclined  to  believe — indeed,  I 
am  confident  from  inquiries  which  1 
subsequently  made,  and  from  inquiries 
which  I  have  more  recently  thought  it  my 
duty  to  make — that  in  one  respect,  at  all 
events,  we  were  at  that  time  very  insuffi- 
ciently informed.  We  did  not  realise  at 
•11— it  was  not  put  before  us ;  I  do  not 
know  if  even  the  information  was  attain- 
able, because  upon  that  point  the  people 
were  most  reticent  themselves — we  did 
not  realise  at  all  the  extravagant  prices 
which  had,  been  given  for  the  land.  The 
holdings  of  which  I  am  speaking  were 
acquired  at  a  time  when  the  prices  of 
agricultural  produce  were  probably  at 
their  highest ;  when  the  condition  of 
agriculture  in  consequence  was  one  of 
great  prosperity ;  when  the  tendency  of 
land  was  to  continually  increase  in  value, 
and  when  it  was  sought  for,  and  eagerly 
bought  by  the  population  of  those  dis- 
tricts at  prices  which,  in  relation  to  its 
present  value,  would  be  twice  and  some- 
times three  times  as  much  as  it  was 
worth.  Consequently,  when  the  bad 
times  came — commencing  as  they  did 
with  a  succession  of  two  or  three  of  the 
worst  seasons  in  the  memory  of  man, 
Hid  followed  by  a  sudden  and  almost 
unparalleled  fall  in  the  price  of  agricul- 
tural produce — these  poor  people,  over 
whose  farms  I  walked  myself,  and  whose 
condition  J  had  every  opportunity  of 
seeing,  were  ruined,  one  after  another,  in 
hundreds  of  cases.  .  I  am  informed,  how- 
ler, that  a  large  amount  of  the  land  in 
&ose  districts  since  those  days  has 
changed  hands  again,  and  of  course  at 
i  greatly  reduced  price ;  and  where  that 
tos  been  the  case,  where  that  has  been 
tone,  there  I  understand  the  cultivation 
tf  these  holdings  has  been  carried 
toi  and  is  being  carried  on  to-day, 
with  very  different  results.  That 
•eing  so,  and  in  view  of  the  greatly 
ltered  circumstances  of  the  times,  of 
be  greatly  reduced  price  at  which  land 
an  be  obtained  at  present ;  and  lastly,  but 
ot  least,  in  view  of  the  admirable  culti- 
ation  of  numbers  of  allotments  by  the 
ibouring  population  in  the  counties,  I 
ive  come  to  the  deliberate  conclusion 
tat  there  is  no  reason  whatever  at  the 
•esent  time  why,  even  upon  economic 
'ounds,    the    experiment      may     not 


be  tried  with  a  fair  and  reason- 
able prospect  of  success;  and  as  to  its 
advantages  upon  social  grounds,  I  hardly 
think  there  will  be  any  difference  of 
opinion.  Now,  Sir,  having  stated  the 
general  views  of  the  Government 
upon  this  question,  I  think  the 
House  will  probably  be  anxious  to 
know  something  as  to  the  means  by 
which  we  propose  to  carry  them  into 
effect ;  and  I  will  endeavour,  as  briefly 
and  as  clearly  as  I  can,  to  explain  to  the 
House  the  provisions  of  the  Bill  which  I 
propose  to  lay  upon  the  Table  of  the 
House  to-night.  The  scheme  of  the  Bill, 
generally  speaking,  is  as  follows  : — The 
Public  Works  Loan  Commissioners,  that  is 
to  say,  the  State,  are  empowered  to  lend  at 
a  rate  of  interest  that  is  not  to  exceed 
3  £  per  cent.,  and  the  Local  Authority 
are  empowered,  either  from  them  or  else- 
where, if  they  prefer  it,  to  borrow  money 
in  order  to  acquire  land  for  the  purpose 
of  providing  small  holdings  for  persons 
who  are  resident  in  the  county  in  which 
the  land  is  acquired,  and  who  will  them- 
selves cultivate  the  holdings.  But,  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  this  is  avowedly  an 
experiment, we  have  thought  it  right  to  pro- 
ceed with  due  caution  in  the  first  instance ; 
and  following  the  recommendation  of  the 
Select  Committee  on  Small  Holdings 
upon  this  point,  we  limit  the  borrow- 
ing powers  of  the  Local  Authority  as 
follows  :  -The  amount  to  be  borrowed  is 
not  to  exceed  a  sum  which  would  involve 
a  charge  upon  the  rates,  exceeding 
for  any  one  year  one  penny  in  the 
pound.  It  will  naturally  be  asked,  what 
is  a  small  holding  ?  And  a  small  holding 
as  defined  in  the  Bill  means  this  :  it 
means  land  which  is  suitable  for  agri- 
culture, and  exceeds  an  acre,  and  either 
does  not  exceed  50  acres  or  is  of  an 
annual  value  not  exceeding  <£50.  The 
Local  Authority  being  the  instrument  for 
giving  effect  to  our  scheme,  we  have  had 
to  consider  upon  what  area  it  will  be 
that  the  charge  upon  the  rates  should  be 
levied.  The  House  is  aware  there  is 
more  than  one  Local  Authority  in 
existence  at  present.  But  although  we 
hope,  and  we  confidently  expect 
while  we  remain  a  Government,  to 
carry  proposals  in  the  future,  for 
the  provisions  both  of  District 
Councils  and  also  of  Parochial  Reform,  yet, 
unfortunately,  it  is  the  case,  that  we 
have  only  one  popularly  elected  body  at 
present,  and  that  is  the  County  Council* 
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Now,  the  House  is  aware  that  as  regards 
allotments  there  is  precedent  for  the  ac- 
quisition of  land  by  the  Guardians,  and 
for  the  management  of  the  land  by  Parish 
Authorities .  But  although  I  have  adopted, 
«s  the  House  will  see  directly,  some  of 
the  provisions  which  are  afforded  by  this 
precedent,  I  have  not  adopted  them 
entirely,  and  I  have  abstained  from 
doing  so  for  this  reason — I  have  made 
s-ome  calculations  as  to  what  the  borrow- 
ing powers  at  the  rate  of  Id.  in 
the  £1  will  impose,  and  this  investigation 
has  made  it  quite  clear  that  in  the 
case  of  parishes  it  would  absolutely  be 
beyond  their  power,  and  even  in  the  case 
of  Unions  I  doubt  if  their  re- 
sources would  be  anything  like  adequate 
for  the  purpose.  In  view,  therefore,  of 
these  considerations,  and  also  of  the  fact 
that  the  County  Council  is  the  only 
elected  body  at  the  present  time,  we 
have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
County  Council  is  the  proper  and  fitting 
authority  for  the  purpose  of  ac- 
quiring land  to  be  devoted  to  small 
holdings.  And  I  may  mention  that  the 
amount  which  the  rate  of  Id.  in 
the  £1  would  produce  in  England  and 
Scotland  on  the  County  Rate,  exclusive 
of  London  and  of  the  county  boroughs, 
would  in  round  numbers,roughly  speaking, 
amount  to  something  like  ,£10,000,000. 
The  County  Council  having  been  invested 
with  these  powers,  the  next  thing  to  con- 
sider was  the  means  of  putting  them  in 
motion,  and  accordingly  it  is  provided  in 
the  Bill  that  every  County  Council,  not 
being  a  Council  of  a  borough,  who  may 
do  so  if  they  please,  shall  appoint  a  com- 
mittee for  the  purpose  of  putting  the 
Act  into  operation  ;  and,  secondly,  upon  a 
petition  being  presented  by  one  or  more 
county  electors,  upon  reasonable  and  bona 
fide  grounds  the  committee  shall  cause 
inquiiy  to  be  made,  who  shall  report  the 
result  of  their  inquiry  to  the  Council. 
Assuming  that  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee is  in  favour  of  the  petition,  the 
next  stage  in  the  process  is  the  acquisition 
of  the  land.  How  is  it  to  be  acquired  ? 
Is  it  to  be  by  purchase?  Is  it  to  be  by 
hire  ?  Or  is  it  to  be  by  both  ?  I  grant 
that  this  is  a  question  which  is  de- 
serving of  veiy  caref  ul  consideration ; 
and  I  own  I  was  much  taken  at  first 
sight  by  a  proposal  made  during  the 
Recess  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
theMember  forMidlothian — namely,  that 
the  Local  Authorities,  in  addition  to  powers 
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to  buy  the  land,  should  have  power  to 
take  it  upon  hire  as  well.  Bat  on  looking 
more  carefully  into  this  proposal  I 
found  that  there  were  numerous  objec- 
tions, which  prevented  my  adopting: 
it  in  the  Bill.  In  the  first  place,  the 
House  will  see  at  once  that  if  the  land 
was  only  hired  by  the  County  Council  it 
could  not  be  sold,  and  that  would  bait 
been  contrary  to  all  the  evidence  and  to 
all  the  recommendations  of  the  Seleet 
Committee  on  Small  Holdings,  all  of  whick 
went  to  show  that  ownership  was  prefer- 
able to  tenancy.  In  the  second  pkoajov 
would  at  once  convert  the  Load 
Authority  into  a  middleman,  an  institution 
which  has  always  been  regarded  as  ex- 
ceedingly objectionable,  and  which  I  think 
there  is  no  reason  whatever  to  revive.  In 
the  third  place,  if  you  make  the  Loeil 
Authority  into  a  landlord  the  risk  wouH 
be  far  greater  to  the  ratepayers,  and  the 
Local  Authorities  must  take  all  the 
chances  and  all  the  vicissitudes  of  the 
position  of  a  landlord.  For  instance,  in 
bad  times,  the  first  thing  that  would 
happen  would  be  this,  that  the  Idcel 
Authority  would  be  subjected  to  gust 
pressure  to  reduce  the  rents.  But  this 
could  only  be  done  at  the  cost  tf 
the  ratepayers.  On  the  other  band, 
if  the  reduction  were  refused  they 
would  at  once  become  the  most  unponu- 
lar  landlords  in  the  world.  Fourthly, 
it  would  add  very  much  to  the  difficulty 
of  providing  buildings,  a  difficulty,  in  »T 
opinion,  which  is  quite  sufficient  already. 
And,  lastly,  it  would  defeat  what  I  n*ve 
already  described  to  the  House  as  one  of 
the  main  objects  of  the  Bill,  which  is  to 
add  to  the  number  of  owners  of  tend* 
We  had,  therefore,  no  hesitation  in 
deciding  that  the  land  should  be  acquired 
by  purchase  by  the  Local  Authority,  tnd 
we  also  attach  this  condition  to  the  pur- 
chase, namely,  that  the  price  to  be  given 
is  not  to  exceed  what  they  would  reason' 
ably  expect  to  receive  for  it  themselves 
including  expenses  when  the  land  is  agaii 
disposed  of  for  small  holdings.  W< 
have  also  considered  whether  the  lain 
should  be  acquired  by  agreement  onl) 
or  by  compulsory  provisions  being  in 
eluded  in  the  Bill.  Now,  I  am  aware  thi 
there  are  ample  precedents  in  on 
legislation  already  for  the  acquisitk) 
of  land  by  compulsion  for  puWi 
purposes ;  but  then  I  am  distinctly  ( 
opinion  that  compulsion  ought  not  to  I 
resorted  to  unless  it  is  clearlv  shown  thi 
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ft  is  necessary,  and  that  the  object  can- 
sot  be  obtained  without  it.     But  there 
Si  no  such    proof    in    this    case ;     on 
"the  contrary,  all  the  evidence  that  we 
;l*ve  before  us  points  in  exactly  the  op- 
ifonte    direction.    There    never   was   a 
limto  when  there  was  so  much  land  in 
the  market  as  there  is  at  present.    There 
sie  thousands  of  acres  in  every  direction 
cfthe  country   which  owners  are  only 
too  anxious  to  get  rid  of,  and  only  too 
anxious  and  willing  to  sell  if  they  can 
<nly  find  purchasers  for  the  land,  and 
certainly  the  enormous  increase  which 
behave  witnessed  during  the  last  few 
years  in  the  number  of  allotments,  most 
cfthem  acquired. by  voluntary  means, 
ihows  that  there  is  no  unwillingness  on 
the*  part  of  the  owners  to  find  the  land 
necessary  for  these  purposes.    Moreover, 
this  question  was  carefully  examined  by 
the  Select  Committee  on  Small  Holdings, 
and,  with  the  permission  of  the  House, 
as  I  know  that  in  some  quarters  this  is 
regarded  as  an  important  point,  I  will 
read  the  following  passage  from  their 
Eeport: — 

"Tour  Committee  having  given  full  con- 
tention to  the  arguments  upon  both  sides, 
toe  resolved  not  to  recommend  compulsory 
power.  They  feel  that  any  scheme  adopted 
low  must  necessarily  be  tentative,  and  they 
to  convinced  that  enough  land  will  be  attain- 
able by  voluntary  agreement  to  ensure  a  fair 
Mil  for  this  experiment.  They  do  not  think 
it  desirable  to  alarm  landowners  by  a  provi- 
ijoa  which  is  unnecessary,  and  which  is  not 
■ikely  at  any  time  to  be  largely  availed  of." 

I  am    quite   aware    that    that    recom- 
mendation of   the  Committee    was   not 
arrived     at    by     a    unanimous     vote. 
I   find,     on     referring    to    the     pro- 
ceedings,  that   it  was  arrived  at  by  a 
Majority  of  7  to  4  ;  that,  later  on,  they 
repeated  it,  and  we  have  no  hesitation 
whatever  in  adopting,  upon  this  point, 
the  recommendation  of  that  Committee, 
the  House  will  perceive  that  we  have 
reached    the    stage    when     the     Local 
Authority    has     become  the    owner   of 
land,  and  the  next  provision  is  this,  that, 
having  bought  it,  they  may  then  adapt  it, 
by  fencing,  or  whatever  means  may  be 
most    convenient,  for    the    purpose    of 
small  holdings — they  are  then  to  offer  it 
For  sale  under  the  rules  laid  down  in  the 
Bill.     If  a  sale  be  effected  the  purchase 
s  to  be  completed  in  the  course  of  a 
Donth  from  the  time  of  sale,  and  upon 
he  completion  of  the  purchase  one-fourth 
if  the  purchase  money  is  to    be  paid 


down  at  once.  That  I  regard  as  a  very 
important  provision.  In  the  first  place,  it 
gives  security  at  once  to  the  Local  Authori- 
ties ;  in  the  second  place,  it  insures  that  the 
man  who  is  able  to  pay  down  one-fourth  of 
the  purchase  money  is,  in  all  probability,  a 
man  who  has  been  careful,  who  has  been 
saving,  who  has  been  thrifty,  and 
who,  therefore,  deserves  to  be  encouraged, 
and  who  is  likely  to  do  well ;  and,  in 
the  next  place,  it  excludes  the  idle 
and  the  worthless  who,  probably,  with- 
out this  provision,  would  be  the  first 
to  make  an  experiment  under  the  Act.  In 
regard  to  the  remainder  of  the  purchase 
money ;  another  fourth  may  be  secured 
by  a  perpetual  rent-charge  redeemable  at 
will ;  and  the  remaining  half  is  to  be  paid 
by  instalments,  or  by  terminable  annuities, 
within  50  years,  the  purchaser  being  at 
liberty  to  pay  off  the  whole  of  the  debt 
at  any  time  he  wishes  to  do  so.  So  far, 
although  we  have  been  able  to  make  pro- 
vision for  the  man  who  has  been  able  to 
put  by  some  savings  of  his  own,  little 
has  been  done  for  the  labourer  who 
is  not  in  that  fortunate  position,  and 
who  is  wholly  unable  to  find  the  means 
of  purchasing  a  small  holding  at  all* 
And  it  is  provided  that  where  this  is  the 
case,  the  Local  Authority  may  let  small 
holdings  in  quantities  which  are  not  to 
exceed  10  acres  of  land.  It  is  hoped  that 
by  this  means  a  ladder  may  be  provided 
to  enable  a  man,  by  the  exercise  of  his  own 
industry,  in  the  future  to  look  forward  to 
a  time  when  he  may  be  able  to  purchase 
a  small  holding.  I  must  also  point  out  that 
in  the  case  of  all  these  holdings — whether 
they  are  to  be  let,  or  whether  they  are 
to  be  sold — for  10  years  in  any  case,  and 
after  10  years  until  such  time  as  the 
whole  of  the  purchase  money  has  been 
discharged,  are  to  be  held  under  certain 
conditions,  the  chief  of  which  are  as 
follows : — In  the  first  place,  they  must 
be  cultivated  by  the  owner ;  in  the 
second  place,  they  must  not  be  sub-let,  or 
sub-divided,  without  the  consent  of  the 
County  Council ;  thirdly,  it  is  provided 
that  any  dwelling-house  erected  on  the 
holding  must  comply  with  the  con- 
ditions, the  sanitary  conditions,  which 
are  required  by  the  County  Coun- 
cil ;  and  then  there  is  a  fourth  condition 
which  is  one  of  considerable  importance-, 
and  to  which  I  desire  to  direct  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House.  This  provision  stipu- 
lates that  not  more  than  one  dwelling- 
house  shall  be  erected  on  a  holding,  and 
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that  no  dwelling-house  shall  be  erected  at 
all  where  the  holding  is  of   an   annual 
value   not  excending  .£25,  unless  it   is 
sufficient  in  the  opinion   of  the   Coun- 
cil to  enable  the  occupier  to  maintain 
in    comfort    his     family     and     himself 
by     the     cultivation     of    the    holding. 
Now,  I  think  the  reasons  for  this  con- 
dition will  be  obvious  to  the  House  at 
once.     We  are  anxious  to  avoid  doing 
anything  in  this  Bill  by  which  we  may 
be  instrumental  in  creating  anything  in 
the  nature  of  congested  districts  in  this 
country.     But  the  House  will  see  that 
that   provision  has  also  this   effect:    it 
divides   small  holdings  into   two   parts. 
And  with  regard  to  the  smaller  class  of 
holdings,  which  are  conceived  to  meet 
what,  in  the  nature  of  the  case,  must  be 
purely  local  needs  and  local  requirements, 
we  make  provision  by  which  the  County 
Council  will  be  enabled  to  delegate  the 
entire  management  of  the  smaller  class 
of   holdings  to  a  Committee,   which   is 
to     be    composed      partly     of     County 
Councillors    and    partly    of    allotments 
managers  in  the  parish  in  which  the  land 
is   situated ;  and  if  there   should  be  no 
allotments  manager,  then  to  a  person, 
who  should  be  elected  as  if  he  were  an 
allotments   manager,  expressly   for    the 
purpose.     I   am  afraid   I  have  wearied 
the  House,  but  I  shall  not  trouble  it  very 
much  longer.     Now,  I  come  to  the  most 
difficult  of  the  questions  which  we  have 
had    to     meet    in  a    measure     dealing 
with  this  subject,  and  that  is  the  provi- 
sion of  the  necessary  buildings.    In  some 
cases,  of  course,  there  would  be  buildings 
which  are  already  in  existence,  which  are 
either  suitable  or  easily  capable  of  being 
adapted  to  the  purpose  ;  in  others,  there 
will  be  none.     Where  that  is  the  case, 
how  are  they  to  be  provided  ?     By  the 
Local    Authority  ?     by   the     purchaser 
from  his  own  r&sources  ?    or  by  the  pur- 
chaser    with     the     aid     of    the    Local 
Authority  ?     It  has  sometimes  been  sug- 
gested that  the  Local  Authority  should 
advance  to  the  purchaser  money  for  this 
purpose.     With   regard   to   the   last  of 
these  suggestions,  I  have  been  altogether 
unable    to   entertain   it ;    and    for   this 
reason,  that  I  have  found  no    security 
whatever  that    appears    to    me    to    be 
adequate  for   the   purpose.      And  with 
regard  to  the  other  two  alternatives,  we 
are  clearly  of    opinion  that    the  build- 
ings, if  possible,  ought  to  be  erected  by  the 
purchaser.      We  think  they  would    be 
Mr.  Chaplin 


built,  under  these  circumstances,  with  far 
more  economy,  and  they  would  also  pro- 
vide an  additional    guarantee    for  the 
security  of  the  ratepayers  in  the  event, 
under  any  circumstances,  of  the  purchaser 
not  being  forthcoming  with  his  annual 
instalments.      But,  on  the  other  hand, 
of  course,  there  may  be  cases  where  the 
provision  of  buildings  in  addition  to  the 
payment  of  the  purchase-money  would  so 
seriously  encroach   on  the  capital  of  the 
purchaser      as     to      seriously     cripple 
him  in   the    cultivation    of    his    hold- 
ing.     Where    that     is     the     case   we 
thought      it    right     to    make    a    pro- 
vision by   which,    under    circumstances 
of  that  kind,  the  Local  Authority  may 
provide  the  buildings  themselves  as  part 
of  the  agreement,  either  for  the  sale. or 
the   letting  of  the  holding;  and  I  am 
bound  to  say  myself  that,  in  cases  where 
the  land  is  let,  I  do  not  see  how  the  Local 
Authority  can  escape  from  the  burden  of 
providing  the  necessary  buildings  them- 
selves.    I  now  hope   I  am  coming  ver) 
near  the  end  of  what  I  am  afraid  hai 
been  a  very  long  story.  There  is  one  mon 
provision  in  the  Bill  which  I  must  submi' 
to  the  attention  of  the  House.     Ther 
may  be  cases — and  very  possibly  then 
will  be  cases — in  which  the  occupying 
tenant  of  a  smallholding  maybeanxiou: 
to  buy  his  occupation  from  his  landlord 
who  may  also  be  perfectly  willing  am 
perf  ectly  ready  to  sell ;  where  that  is  th 
case,  and  where  the  parties  have  alread; 
come  to  an  agreement  upon  the  subject 
there  the  County  Counci I  is  empowered  t 
lend  to  the  tenant  three-fourths  of  th 
purchase-money  on  the  security  of  th 
holding.    If  the  holding  is  bought  unde 
these  circumstances,  it  becomes  at  one 
subject   to  all  the   other   conditions  h 
respect  of  small  holdings  to  which  I  hav> 
already  referred.    But  no  advance  of  thi 
kind  is  to  be  made  unless  the  Count; 
Council  is  satisfied  that  the  price  is  rea 
sonable,  that  the  title  is  good,  and  tha 
the  purchase  is  made  in  good  faith.     An< 
now  I  think  the  time  has  come  when  . 
should    bring     my    observations    to    i 
close.    I    am    exceedingly    grateful    U 
the    House    for    the    indulgence    witl 
which  it   has  listened  to  them.      I  an 
perfectly  well  aware  of  the  many  imper 
fections  which  doubtless  will  be  found  ii 
the  Bill  which  I  have  desired  to  submit 
to  the  consideration  of  the  House.     Noi 
has  it  been  either  an    easy  or  a  simph 
matter  to  formulate  proposals  on   the 
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subject  of  this  Bill ;  on  the  contrary,  the 
difficulties  have  been  great,  and  they 
have  been  all  the  greater  because  they 
are  inherent  in  the  nature  of  the  case. 
"We  have  to  deal  with  conditions,  of 
course,  in  which  it  is  difficult  enough  for 
those  who  cultivate  the  soil  to  hold  their 
own  even  when  the  work  is  done  under 
the  most  scientific,  and  under  the  most 
economic,  conditions.  How  is  it  likely, 
then,  to  fare  with  those  who  enter  on 
this  task  without  the  aid  of  these  advan- 
tages ?  Are  we  justified  in  hoping  and 
believing  that  the  greater  industry 
which  I  think  we  may  anticipate,  en- 
couraged and  inspired  by  the  stimulus 
of  ownership,  will  more  than  com- 
pensate for  the  want  of  these  advan- 
tages ?  <  That  is  the  problem  which,  in 
my  opinion,  only  time  can  solve,  and 
which  experience  alone  will  be  able  to 
decide.  But  there  is  much  to  encourage 
us  in  believing  that  it  will,  and  this,  at 
lea&t,  may,  with  confidence,  be  asserted, 
that  there  never  was  a  time  more  favour- 
able for  making  such  an  experi- 
ment than  is  the  present.  Land 
in  the  market  is  veiy  plentiful,  and 
land  never  was  so  cheap ;  and  although 
it  is  true  that  at  the  present  moment  the 
prices  of  agricultural  produce  are  low, 
yet  I  believe  myself  that  the  prices  both 
of  land  and  produce  are  more  likely  to 
rise  in  the  future  than  they  are  to  fall. 
If  that  be  so,  and  if  I  am  right  in  my 
anticipation  upon  this  point,  then  the 
small  holders  in  the  future  will  enter  on 
their  new  career  with  every  hope 
and  every  prospect  of  success,  and  most 
sincerely  do  I  hope  it  may  be  so.  If  by 
any  means  we  can  succeed  in  attaching 
more  closely  to  the  soil  the  men  to  whose 
exertions  the  wealth  it  produces 
is  mainly  owing,  I  am  persuaded  we 
shall  achieve  a  work  which  will  add 
not  only  to  the  happiness  and  welfare  of 
the  people,  but  will  redound  to  the  credit 
of  the  Parliament  which  will  pass  the 
measure  into  law. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

"That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to 
facilitate  the  acquisition  of  Small  Agricultural 
HoMings."—  (Mr.  Chaplin.) 

(5.40.)  Sir  W.  VERNON  HAR- 
COURT  (Derby):  I  think  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  will  feel  that  by  the 
cheers  that  followed  the  conclusion  of 
his  speech — and  it  is  acknowledged  on 
both    sides    of     the     House — he    has 


discharged  an  important  task  with  great 
ability  and  clearness.  I  am  very  glad 
that  in  bringing  forward  his  measure,  at 
all  events,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  did 
not  think  it  necessaiy  to  disparage  his 
own  Bill,  or  assure  us  that  it  was  one 
which  was  not  likely  to  have  important 
consequences.  It  is  impossible,  I  think, 
to  conceive  any  measure  which  is  more 
important  in  its  character,  and  which,  if 
it  succeed,  as  we  all  hope  it  may  succeed, 
will  be  more  beneficial  in  its  effects  on 
this  country.  Now,  of  course,  what  we 
desire,  and  what  I  think  the  Gentlemen 
opposite  desire  also,  is  that  this  Bill 
should  be  made  a  thoroughly  genuine 
and  workable  Bill.  I  give  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  and  the  Government,  full 
credit  for  having  that  intention,  and  I 
hope,  in  the  few  remarks  that  I  shall 
have  to  make  upon  it,  that  they  will  not 
believe  that  I  am  suggesting  that  there 
is  any  other  design  on  the  part  of  the 
Government.  Now,  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  said  that  this  is  a  tenta- 
tive Bill.  Well,  I  will  not  quarrel  with 
the  adjective.  There  is  no  doubt  that  there 
are  provisions  in  this  Bill — and,  in  fact, 
the  whole  machinery  of  the  measure 
is  necessarily  such — somewhat  novel 
in  character.  There  was  only  one 
part  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
address  which,  I  think,  might  have  been 
shortened,  and  which,  indeed,  was  hardly 
necessary,  when  he  endeavoured  to  con- 
vince the  House  that  it  was  a  matter  of 
great  importance  that  facilities  should  be 
given  to  attach  the  labourer  to  the  soil. 
I  can  assure  him  that  if  there  is  no 
difficulty  on  that  side  of  the  House,  he 
will  never  have  any  difficulty  on  this 
side  of  the  House  in  bringing  us  to  that 
conclusion.  Indeed,  if  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  will  forgive  me  for  saying  so, 
if  he  is  converted  on  that  subject,  there 
will  be  no  one  left  to  be  converted.  That 
has  always  been  the  creed  that  we  have 
held,  and  I  am  happy  to  know  that  he 
holds  that  creed  in  its  orthodox  form. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  spoken  so 
frankly  of  the  change  of  opinion  that 
has  come  over  his  own  mind  in  this 
matter,  that  even  if  I  had  been  so  dis- 
posed to  advert  to  former  Debates,  I 
should  not  think  of  doing  so  on  the 
present  occasion.  It  was  quite  worth 
while  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
should  occupy  the  responsible  position 
that  he  now  holds  if,  by  the  further 
knowledge  he  has  acquired,  he  should 
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have  come  to  a  different  conclusion  to 
'that  which  he  tells  us  he  at  one  time 
entertained.  Therefore  I  think  he  may 
take  it  for  granted  now,  that  everybody 
is  agreed  that  there  ought  to  be  a 
measure  for  facilitating  the  creation  of 
small  holdings  ;  that  everybody  is  agreed 
that  small  holdings  are  a  good  thing  if 
they  can  be  acquired  ;  and  that,  therefore, 
£he  objective  view  is  one  upon  which 
there  is  a  general  concurrence  of  opinion. 
Now,  of  course,  we  come  to  the 
machinery  that  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man has  proposed  in  his  Bill,  and  there, 
of  course,  we  must  expect  that  there 
will  be  a  considerable  difference  of 
opinion  among  those  who  have  long 
had  to  consider  this  question.  I 
think  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
altered  his  opinion  as  to  the  ex- 
pediency of  small  holdings  in  them- 
selves. He  still  seems  not  to  have 
become  an  absolute  convert  to  the  blessed 
word  "compulsion."  Well  now,  Sir,  T  do 
not  object  to  the  tone  in  which  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  has  spoken  upon  that 
subject,  though  I  differ  from  the  con- 
clusion at  which  he  has  arrived.  I  think 
all  that  violence  of  feeling  which  at  one 
time  raged  against  the  very  idea  of  em- 
ploying compulsory  powers  seems  to 
have  disappeared.  It  is  natural  that  it 
should  have  disappeared,  for  compulsion 
has  been  employed  with  great  advantage, 
and,  indeed,  under  an  obvious  necessity, 
in  a  great  number  of  measures  cognate 
to  the  one  now  before  the  House.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  admits  that,  and 
says : — 

"  I  admit  that  compulsion  has  been 
employed,  and  might  be  employed,  but  there 
is  no  necessity  in  this  case." 

Now,  I  should  like  to  remind  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  of  what  the  course  of 
legislation  upon  these  agricultural 
subjects  has  been.  He  will  remember, 
and  the  House  will  remember,  the  first 
Bill  introduced  by  the  Government  of 
Mr.  Disraeli — for  compensation  for 
tenants'  improvements.  At  that  time  it 
was  maintained  that  compulsion  could 
not  be  employed,  that  it  was  a  thing  not 
to  be  heard  of  for  a  moment ;  and  the 
consequence  was  that  in  that  Bill  a  pro- 
vision was  introduced  that  every  land- 
lord, by  giving  notice,  might  contract 
himself  out  of  the  Bill.  Well,  what  was 
the  consequence  ?  Why,  that  almost  all 
the  landlords — I  might  almost  say 
Sir  W.  Vernon  Harcourt 


universally — contracted  themselves  o 

the  Bill ;  and  the  very  same  Goveran 

if  I  remember  right,  were  compelle 

come  down   and  strike  that    prov 

out    of    the    Bill,  and  take  away 

power  of  voluntary  contract  in  res 

of      that      measure.        That      is 

example    of    where   you  believed 

you    could     do      without    compul 

and    found    that    you    were    mist 

in     that    belief.      The    next    mea* 

with  regard  to  which  we  were  told 

compulsion  was  unnecessary,  was  in 

case  of  allotments.     We  were  told,  " 

voluntary  power  is  quite  sufficient, 

compulsion  is  unnecessary."  Did  you 

compulsion   unnecessary?     Why,   i 

the    first    Allotments    Bill,    you    i 

obliged  to  bring  in  a  second  Allotm 

Bill.      And     what     was     the    gro 

alleged?      Why,  that    compulsion 

necessary.     I  think  that  is  a  fair  accc 

of  what  happened  in  the  case  of  a 

ment ;  and,  therefore,  I  cannot  cono 

why  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  and 

Government  should  have   come  to 

conclusion  that,  having  been  obliged 

resort  to  it,  where  compulsion  had  I 

dispensed     with   they    can    start 

measure  as  an  effective  and    work 

measure    when  they  depart  from  t 

principle,  which,  in  other    cases,  t 

have  been   obliged,   after  experience, 

resort  to.     Now,  there  is  one  authoi 

on  this  subject — and  I  assure  you, ! 

Speaker  and  the  Government,  that  I 

not    going  to    cite    a    quotation   fi 

Hansard  for  the  purpose  of   mftkfag 

attack  on  anybody,  but  I  am  using  1 

as  an  argument.    When  the  subject 

compulsion    was   under  discussion, 

position   of  the  right   hon.  Gentlea 

in  the  Debate  of   1886  was  that  si 

holdings    were    necessarily,    in    th 

selves,  evils.      That  was  not  the  p 

upon    which    the    Chancellor    of 

Exchequer  relied.     The    Chancello] 

the  Exchequer  said  that — he  used  a  > 

strong  expression,  to   which  I  will 

refer.       But  his    objection   was,   " 

substitution  of  the  community  for 

individual  in  the  creation  of  small  h 

ing8 " — that  was  his  line  of  argum 

And   he  said,    arguing  that    quest 

that  even  if  that  difficulty  were  rem< 

in   order  to  make  the  plan     a    wi 

able     plan — the      plan      recommer 

by    the      hon.     Member    for   Ipsi 

and      the       right       hon.      Gentle] 

the  Member    for  West  Birminghai 
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unless  they  were  to  have  compulsion, 
-that  Bill  would  be  no  good  at  all. 
I  am  only  using  that  as  an  argument 
against  the  views  taken  by  the  right 
ikon.  Gentleman  on  the  subject  of  com- 
pulsion. This  is  what  the  Chancellor  of 
ihe  Exchequer  said  : — 

"If  there  is  no  compulsion,  then  the  pro- 
yal  of  my  right  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
Jfaungham  will  share  the  fate  of  the  Act  of 
feotgellL" 

"That  was  an  old  Act,  where  the  principle 
rias  not  admitted,  and  under  which,  in 
joint  of  fact,  nothing  has  ever  been  done. 
Jtod  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
and  that  if  there  were  no  compulsion, 
"that  then  the  measure  proposed  would 
share  the  fate  of  this  obsolete,  and,  prac- 
•tieally-speaking,  abortive  measure : — 

"With  the  experience  of  that  Act  before 
na,  I  ask,  is  it  wise  to  embark  afresh  on  this 
Oegislfttion?" 

Then,  an  hon.  Member  said,  "  make  it 
tompulsory,"  and  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  said  i — 

"Yes,  with  compulsion  you  would  do 
amch." 

« 

And  then  he  proceeds  to  say  : — 

"If  compulsion  is  introduced,  well  and 
4°od ;  you  may  run  great  danger." 

That  is  to  say,  by  adopting  the  principle 
*  compulsion.    '       F     *        F        P 

"At  the  same  time,  you  may  give  some 
•fleet  to  the  proposal." 

-I  give  that  as  an  argument  in  favour  of 
compulsion.  It  was  very  well  put  by 
41)6  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  Though 
he  disapproved  of  the  provision  being 
introduced  into  the  measure  at  all,  he 
.pointed  out  that  "without  the  com- 
pulsion the  measure  would  be  practically 
ineffective."  I  am  not  proposing  to 
trouble  the  House  at  all  upon  the 
details  as  to  the  manner  in  which  the 
money  is  to  be  advanced,  or  on  what  I 
Bay  call  the  minor  details  of  this  Bill. 
That,  I  think,  cannot  with  any  great 
advantage  be  .discussed  until  we  have 
the  Bill  before  us,  and  have  fuller  infor- 
mation on  the  subject ;  and  I  would  not 
myself  be  a  party  to  inviting  the  House 
to  go  into  details  of  that  character.  But 
1  touch  upon  this  question  of  compulsion 
as  a  question  of  what  I  may  call  prin- 
ciple in  this  Bill.  Well,  there  is  one 
other  matter  which  is  even  more  impor- 
tant than  the  question  of  compulsion, 
ind  that  is  the  body  who  are  to  give 


effect  to  this  Bill.  Now,  we  have  all 
known  in  former  Bills  that,  in  deal- 
ing with  allotments,  the  body  that  had  to 
put  the  Act  into  operation  was  unsatisfac- 
tory. It  was  unsatisfactory  because  it 
really  had  not  the  ability  to  deal  with 
its  provisions,  and,  therefore,  to  a  great 
degree,  the  means  of  carrying  it  out.  In 
the  course  of  the  Debate,  when  we  get 
into  Committee  on  this  measure,  we  shall 
have  the  advantage  of  Gentlemen  who 
are  far  better  acquainted  with  the  action 
of  County  Councils  than  I  can  pretend 
to  be  myself.  But  I  must  say,  upon 
first  sight,  from  what  I  can  learn  of  the 
constitution  and  action  of  this  body,  I 
am  by  no  means  satisfied  that  they  are 
the  appropriate  machinery  for  giving 
effect  to  such  a  Bill  as  this.  I  give  the 
County  Councils  all  credit  for  the  admi- 
rable work  that  they  have  done,  but  they 
are  a  large  body,  who  sit  in  a  county 
town  in  the  centre  of  the  great  counties, 
and  they  have  no  knowledge  of  the 
details  of  the  localities,  and  they  cannot 
possibly  deal  with  this  matter.  Indeed, 
I  could  gather  from  the  tone  and  expres- 
sions of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  he 
almost  apologised  for  taking  the  County 
Councils,  simply  because  he  had  got 
nothing  else.  The  mainspring  of  this 
Bill  will  be  the  body  that  is  to  carry  it 
into  execution.  I  venture  to  express 
the  opinion,  and  it  is  an  opinion  which 
I  expressed  often  before,  that  if  you  are 
to  do  anything  in  this  matter  which 
depends  absolutely  and  entirely  upon  the 
local  knowledge  of  the  persons  interested 
— you  may  say,  on  the  whole,  people  in 
every  parish  in  the  county — you  must 
have  your  Local  Authorities  on  small 
details,  and  unless  you  get  a  body  of  that 
kind  there  is  no  life  in  this  Bill  at  all. 
Take  the  County  of  Devonshire.  We 
have  a  body  at  Exeter  trying  to  come  to 
a  determination  on  the  question  of  the 
necessity  and  propriety  of  small  holdings 
in  some  districts  in  that  great  county. 
Take  the  county  in  which  I  myself  reside 
— a  much  smaller  county ;  but  I  cannot 
conceive  that  a  County  Council  sitting 
at  Winchester  could  possibly  enter  into 
the  considerations  which  are  vital  to  the 
determination  of  these  things.  And 
when  you  come  to  consider  what  will  be 
the  character  of  the  work  which  has  to 
be  done — whether  Blackacre  or  White- 
acre  is  to  be  bought  for  this  purpose : 
who  is  the  man  in  a  village  who  is  a 
solvent  man  :  who  is  an  individual  to  be 
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trusted  —  these  are  matters  which, 
it  seeins  to  me,  from  what  I  know  of 
them,  it  is  impossible  that  a  body  of 
the  chaiacter  of  a  County  Council  can 
determine.  Before  this  Bill  has  the 
breath  of  life  in  it,  I  think  you  must 
have  these  Local  Councils — whether  you 
choose  to  call  them  District  Councils  or 
Parish  Councils.  Youwillthenbaveabody 
consisting  of  persons  who  understand 
the  very  limited  areas  whose  wants  this 
Bill  is  intended  to  meet.  These,  it  seems 
to  me,  are  two  very  important  points  in 
this  Bill  which  you  will  have,  when  we 
come  to  discuss  this  Bill  in  Committee, 
carefully  to  consider.  Now,  the  right 
hon .  Gentleman  spoke  upon  another  point, 
which  I  think  is  a  very  material  one, 
and  that  is  the  hire  of  land.  We  fought 
that  out  on  the  Allotments  Bill  at  very 
considerable  length.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  seems  to  have  come  to  a 
conclusion  largely  adverse  to  the  prin- 
ciple of  hiring  land.  I  hope  when  that 
question  comes  to  he  argued  at  further 
length  he  will  be  prepared  to  modify 
"his  views ;  but  I  understand  now  that, 
as  regards  the  labourers,  he  is  disposed 
to  consider  the  question,  and,  as  I  under- 
stand, there  are  some  provisions  in  the 
Bill  with  reference  to  the  hire  of  land 
upon  a  small  scale.  I  therefore  think 
we  have  made  a  considerable  advance 
since  the  time  of  the  Allotments  Bill . 

The  PRESIDENT  of  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr. 
Ritchie,  Tower  Hamlets,  St.  George's) : 
There  is  no  provision  in  the  Allotments 
Bill  for  the  compulsory  acquisition  of 
land ;  but  there  was  for  the  voluntary 
acquisition. 

Sin  W.  HARCOTJRT:  I  hope  we 
shall  learn  in  the  course  of  the  discussion 
what  extent  of  hiring  has  been  employed 
in  the  case  of  allotments.  There  is 
another  provision  which  I  confess  I  did 
not  clearly  understand,  which  was  the 
limitation  of  the  buildings  for  a  dwelling- 
house.  As  I  understand  from  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  no  dwelling-house, 
except  by  special  permission,  is  to  be 
allowed  upon  any  land  under  £25  a 
year. 

Mr.  CHAPLIN  :  Under  the  value  of 
.£25,  unless,  in  the  opinion  of  the  County 
Council,  the  cultivation  of  the  holding 
would  be  sufficient  to  provide  for  the 
maintenance     of     the     man     and     his 

Sir  W.  Vernon  Harcourt 


(COMMONS} 

Sir  W 


Holdings  BUI. 


HARCOTJRT :  I  think 
are  a  great  many  holdings  wher 
value  would  be  under  £25.  '. 
are  numbers,  not  only  under 
but  under  £20  and  £15,  where  mc 
living  on  their  own  resource*,  a 
should  lie  extremely  sorry  to  sei 
right  hon.  Gentleman  put  any  limit 
upon  these.    ' 

Mr.  CHAPLIN:  Do  I  under 
that  in  the  view  of  the  right  hon.  G> 
man  there  should  be  no  limitation  ? 

Sir  W.  HARCOURT :  Certainl 
anything  like  to  the  extent  of 
That  is  very  extreme.  I  thin); 
right  hon.  Gentleman  should  take  1 
and  not  be  afraid  of  the  creation  ol 
gested  districts  in  the  agricultural 
vinces  of  England.  The  alarm  on 
subject  is  altogether  unfounded,  anc 
very  well  be  dismissed.  Now,  Sir, 
not  desire  to  delay  the  House  in  fa 
discussing  this  matter.  The  right 
Gentleman  may  be  assured  that  on 
side  of  the  House  the  object  he  h; 
heart  is  one  we  will  be  ready  to  sup 
and  we  are  quite  prepared  to  go  tut 
'of  this  Bill  with  a  heart 
to  make  it  a  living  and  a  worl 


Mr. 


JEFFREYS    (Hants,   B» 
I  congratulate  the   right 


stoke) : 

Gentleman  the  President  of  1 
of  Agriculture  on  the  introduetio 
this  Bill,  which  I  believe  will  beabt 
to  the  country  residents  in  general, 
will  be  the  means  of  attracting  a  k 
number  of  people  to  the  laud.  The 
objection  to  the  Bill  taken  by  the  ) 
hon.  Gentleman  who  has  just  sat  i 
is  that  it  does  not  contain  the  prin 
of  compulsion.  I  am  very  glad,  in 
that  that  principle  of  compulsion 
not  come  in  at  the  present  time,  bee 
Sir,  if  the  land  can  be  got  in  a  volui 
way  there  is  no  need  whatever  for 
pulsion.  I  believe  the  Bill  will 
well  without  compulsion.  The  Ci 
Council  is  the  best  authority  for  car 
out  this  Bill.  In  Hampshire  the 
already  a  Sub-Coin niittoe  of  the  Ct 
appointed  to  undertake  the  manage 
of  allotments,  and  I  believe  the  w> 
done  very  well.  As  farming  a  gool 
of  land,  I  do  not  think  that  any 
who  takes  a  small  holding  can  i 
diately  make  a  fortune.  There  is  a 
difference  between  small  holding 
allotments ;  allotments  only  occi 
man's  labour,  but  directly  you  coi 
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small   holdings  —  holdings   of  anything 
like  50  acres — the  owner  has  to  engage 
labour,  which  will  run  away  with  a  great 
deal   of   his  profits.     Still  I  hope,  Sir, 
that   the  experiment  of  small  holdings 
may    be    tried,  and   I   certainly    hope 
it  may  be  successful.     There  is  one  point 
upon  which   I  should  like  to  ask   the 
right  hon.   Gentleman  the  Minister  for 
Agriculture,  and  that  is  a  question  with 
regard  to  the  Id.  in  the  XI  of  the  county 
rate.      I  should  like  to  know   whether 
the  whole  of  that  money  is  to  go  an- 
nually   in  payment  for    the    land  ?     I 
imagine  it  cannot  be    by  means  of  a 
linking  fund.  There  is  another  question, 
namely,  that   with    regard    to    tenants 
purchasing  their  holding  from  the  land- 
owner.    My  right  hon.   Friend  did  not 
•flay  what  the  size  of  those  holdings  was 
to  be. 

Mb.    CHAPLIN :     From    1    to    50 
acres. 

Mr.  JEFFREYS  :  I  am  glad  to  hear 
that ;  anything  else  would  be  impos- 
sible, and  I  hope  that  these  small  hold- 
ings, from  1  to  50  acres,  may  be 
bought  and  sold,  subject,  of  course,  to 
tiie  approval  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture. 
I  wish  to  congratulate  my  right  hon. 
Friend  in  having  brought  in  this  Bill, 
which  I  hope  will  be  the  means  of  doing 
something  to  improve  agriculture. 
*Mr.  HALDANE  (Haddington) : 
Upon  one  point,  at  all  events,  Sir,  we 
on  this  side  of  the  House  are  agreed. 
We  feel  ourselves  under  an  obligation  to 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  for  the  extra- 
ordinary clearness  with  which  he  has 
explained  the  provisions  of  this  extra- 
<auuiarily  complicated  Bill.  But  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  began  by  saying 
that  it  was  desirable — this  he  assumed 
as  a  sort  of  axiom — to  establish  a  system 
•  of  small  proprietors  in  this  country.  No 
doubt  that  is  true ;  but  it  is  true  only, 
subject  to  cei-tain  limitations.  I  do  not 
think  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  realized 
the  feeling  of  repugnance  which  some 
•of  us  have  to  the  creation  of  any  new 
system  of  land  tenure  that  would  not  be 
Subject  to  public  control.  To  me,  it 
seems  that  the  Bill  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  is  defective  in  this  respect. 
Ihe  right  hon.  Gentleman  made 
one  admission  of  great  importance. 
He  said  the  reason  why  this  Bill  had  been 

• 

introduced  was  not  s  t  much  owing  to  the 
general    depression    in   agriculture,  but 
because    of    the    difficulty  of    keeping 
VOL.  I.  [new  series.] 


labour  on  the  land — the  difficulty  of 
stimulating  the  labourer  to  remain  on 
the  land  unless  you  gave  him  some  ad- 
vantage. That  is  a  very  substantial  ad- 
mission ;  it  shows  that  the  agricultural 
labourer  is  raising  his  standard  of  living, 
and  it  shows  the  effect  upon  him  of  the 
extension  of  the  franchise  in  1885. 
There  was  another  most  important  ad- 
mission made  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man. He  told  us  that  inquiry  into  the 
reason  of  the  failure  of  the  system  of 
small  proprietorships  convinced  him  that 
it  was  due  to  this — that  the  labourer 
had  been  obliged  to  pay  exorbitantly 
high  prices  for  the  land.  We  know  that 
extraordinary  high  prices  have  been 
paid  for  what  is  sometimes  called  accom- 
modation land — land  near  a  village,  or 
where  there  was  likely  to  be  a  special 
want  for  cottages  or  small  holdings. 
People  who  take  advantage  of  their 
monopoly  to  exact  large  prices  are  not  act- 
ing fairly,  and,  if  so,  that  would  seem  to 
necessitate  the  introduction  into  a 
measure  of  this  kind  of  compulsory 
powers.  The  first  and  most  formidable 
criticism  therefore  upon  this  Bill  is  one 
which  the  admission  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  in  presenting  his  case,  goes 
a  long  way  to  justify.  But  there  is 
another  point.  Under  the  Allotments 
Act  of  1887  there  is  at  least  a  partially 
local  machinery.  There  is  nothing  of 
the  kind  in  this  Bill.  A  Committee  is 
to  be  appointed,  not  for  a  particular 
locality,  but  for  the  entire  county,  and 
the  administration  will  be  in  the  hands 
of  this  Committee,  which  has  no  local 
connection  of  any  sort  or  kind.  Upon 
the  petition  of  any  elector  the  Committee 
is  to  come  into  action,  and  the  only  ap- 
proach to  a  local  control  is  to  be  that  of  the 
managers,  who  have  functions  analogous 
to  those  under  the  Allotments  Act  of 
1887,  which  functions  would  be  very 
limited  indeed.  It  seems  to  me  it  would 
have  been  better  to  take  another  course. 
We  should  not  have  been  satisfied 
with  the  Board  of  Guardians — we 
should  not  have  been  satisfied  with 
anything  else  than  Parish  Councils — but 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  might  have  put 
some  power  of  initiative  into  the  hands 
of  a  known  local  body,  as  he  did  under 
the  Act  of  1887,  instead  of  attempt- 
ing  

Mr.  CHAPLIN  :  The  hon.   Member 
will  perhaps  allow  me  to  explain.     The 
object  and  intention  of  the  Bill  in  this 
2  P 
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respect  is  this — that  the  delegation  of 
the  smaller  class  of  holdings  should  be 
committed  to  a  Committee,  which  is  to 
consist  partly  of  members  of  the  County 
Council,  of  whom  the  Member  for  the 
particular  district  shall  l>e  one,  and  partly 
of  certain  allotment  managers  selected 
from  the  parish  in  which  the  bind  is 
situated. 

Mr.  HALDANE  :  I  understand  there 
is  to  be  only  one  Committee  for  manage- 
ment. The  General  Committee  is  under 
no  duty  or  obligation  at  all  to  the  locality. 
There  should  be  a  duty  on  the  part  of 
the  General  Committee  to  act  on  the  re- 
quisition of  individuals  in  the  locality, 
whereas  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  put 
every  locality  at  the  absolute  mercy  of  the 
General  Committee,  with  this  exception, 
that  the  management  of  the  allotment  is 
put  in  the  hands  of  the  Local  Committee, 
constituted  as  already  explained.  That 
seems  to  be  a  formidable  point.  Then* 
is  another  point.  In  the  Bill  which  was 
promoted  by  my  hon.  Friend  the  Mem- 
ber for  Bordesley  there  was  a  provision 
of  very  great  public  importance.  As  you 
were  advancing  public  money  for  the 
benefit  of  a  particular  class,  my  hon. 
Friend  in  his  scheme  said  that  that  was 
not  justified  unless  you  got  out  of  the 
transactions  some  benefit  for  the  public 
— let  us  say  for  the  County  Council. 
Therefore  in  his  Bill  my  hon.  Friend 
made  provision  that  one  quarter  of  the 
purchase  money  should  be  paid  down, 
and  that  three-quarters  should  remain  as 
a  perpetual  loan,  on  which  1  per  cent, 
interest  was  to  be  paid  beyond  the  rate 
at  which  the  County  Council  could  borrow 
from  the  Treasury.  The  result  of 
that  was  a  benefit  of  1  per  cent,  to  the 
county  in  which  the  land  was  situated. 
I  think  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  should 
have  acted  upon  that  principle,  and  given 
the  county  some  benefit.  As  it  is  running 
some  risk,  and  as  the  rates  are  to  be 
pledged,  it  is  only  right  and  expedient 
that  the  county  should  get  some  benefit. 
The  County  Council  would  be  all 
the  more  willing  to  put  the  Act  in 
motion  if  something  was  to  come 
from  it  to  the  county  exchequer. 
There  is  a  further  point,  Sir.  on 
which  I  should  like  to  make  inquiry. 
The  light  hon.  Gentleman  proposed  that 
the  rent  charges  should  in  all  cases  be 
redeemable.  1  should  like  to  ask  why  he 
did  not  propose  a  perpetual  rent  charge 
as  a  quid  pro  quo  by  way  of  compensation 
Mr.  Cliapl'ui 


to  the  county  for  borrowing  this  money? 
If  he  had  taken  that  course  he  would 
have  enlisted  sympathy  in  the  county. 
Again,  in  this  Bill  there  is  no  power  of 
re-purchase  on  the  part  of  the  County 
Council,  which  is  to  buy  and  to  sell.    It 
migl  \  t  happen  thatthe  land  wasinthe  neigh* 
bourhoodof  a  village  or  town,  and  owing  to 
the  movement  or  growth  of  the  popula- 
tion it  might  acquire  greatly  enhanced 
value.     If  the  value  of  the  land  become 
such  as  was  not  contemplated  at  the  time 
of  the  sale  by  the  local  authority  to  the 
small    holder,  surely    it    is  only  rijjht 
that  the  local  authority  should  have  the 
power  to  re-purchase  on  just  terms.  That 
was  a  provision  which  was  made  in  the 
Bill   of    my  hon.  Friend   the   Member 
for  Bordesley,  and  which,  I  tliink,  ought 
to  have  been  in  the  Government  Bill. 
As  I  said  before,  we  do  not  desire  to** 
any  new  system  of  land  tenure  that  fails 
to   afford   adequate   protection  for  tlie 
interests  of  the  community.     There  is 
another  point,  my  fifth  and  last.     Tub 
right  hon.  Gentleman  told  us  there  was 
to  be' no  power  of  sub-division  or  mi!>- 
letting.     That  is  so  far  right ;  but  he  (M 
not  tell  us  he  had  put  any  restriction 
on  the  power  of  creating  limited  own*r- 
ships  in    the    land     dealt    with;   that 
there     was    to     be     any     prohibition, 
any  restriction   of    the    power  on  the 
part   of  the  owner  of  small  estates  to 
prevent  him  creating  life  estates  by  will 
or  by  deed.     As  I  understand,  it  will  be 
possible  under  this  Bill  for  the  owner  of 
one  of  these  small  properties  to  create  a 
series  of  limitations   in   tail  male  with 
remainders  over  ;  and  I  can  tell  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  that  in   a  Bill  of  this 
kind   there  should   be    some    provision 
restricting  the  power  of  settlement.   I 
should  also  like  to  ask  whether  this  Bill 
is  to  extend  to  Scotland  and  to  Ireland  * 
Scotland  is  interested  in  this  question  of 
small  holdings,  nearly,  if   not  quite,** 
much  as  England. 

Mil  CHAPLIN  :  I  forgot  to  say tW 
the  Bill  will  extend  to  Scotland,  but  not 
to  Ireland. 

Mr.  HALDANE  :  I  am  much  oblig*1 
to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  and  I  muit 
say  that  we  are  very  grateful  to  him  i°r 
extending  his  consideration  across  the 
Border.  Vfe  on  this  side  shall  look  up00 
this  Bill  as.  in  its  general  outlines, 
good,  in  so  far  as  it  is  the  first  propo6** 
of  any  Government  to  create  a  system  oi 
small  holdings  in  this  country — good  U* 
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r  as  it  is  worked  out  with  great  care 

with  great  knowledge  of  the 
itions  of  agriculture,  and  with  a 
•e  to  produce  a  system  of  tenure 
>  beneficial  in  the  interests  of  the 
for  whom  it  is  intended.  But 
B  are  great  gaps  in  it ;  there  are  the 
te,  for  example,  which  I  have  in- 
;ed  ;  and  I  may  say  that  we  are  un- 
to look  upon  the  Bill  as  more  than 
st  step  in  the  right  direction — a  step 
h  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  should 
,  and  which  we  should   not  hinder 

from  taking,  but  which  we  should 
fully  consider  if  necessary  in  the  light 
urther  examination,  with  a  view  of 
ing  the  scheme  he  has  proposed  more 
ough,  more  far-reaching,  and  more 
larmony  with  the  advanced  opinions 
md  law  reformers  which  will  obtain 
xe  years  that  are  to  be. 
1.25.)  Mr.  JESSE  COLLINGS  (Bor- 
3y,  Birmingham) :  I  am  only  speak - 
with,  simple  sincerity  when  I  thank 

right  hon.  Gentleman  and  the 
ernment  for  the  promptness  with 
3h  they  have  dealt  with  this  question 
mall  holdings.  Even  if  it  is  only  one 
1  step  in  the  right  direction,  Govern- 
t  are  entitled,  and  I  have  no  doubt 
r  will  get,  support  from  all  sides  of  this 
ise  in  carrying  forward  their  experi- 
it.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
lained  in  such  eloquent  terms  the 
intages  of  a  peasant  proprietary,  that 
hat  head  there  is  nothing  more  to  be 
The  deficiency  of  labour,  the 
^ration  of  labourers  to  towns,  and  all 
social  problems  connected  therewith, 
le  questions  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
died  so  thoroughly,  that  no  further 
unent  is  needed  to  show  the  necessity 
the  establishment  of  a  peasant  pro- 
itary.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
ke  of  the  displacement  of  labour  from 

land.  The  rijrht  hon.  Gentleman 
ke  of  the  labourers  going  from  the 
1  because  of  their  distaste  for  the 
ipation.  I  venture  to  say  there  is  no 
Jon  whatever  why  the  labourers 
uld  leave  the  occupation  to  which 
f  are  accustomed,  and  which  they 
& ;  and  if  the  labourers  leave  the  land 
s  because  they  are  driven  from  it  by 
whip  of  poverty  and  discomfort.  I 
nk  the  Government  for  this  earnest 
their  intentions  to  deal  with  this 
/tear,  which  they  have,  at  any  rate,  put 
a  position  that  will  compel  future 
rernments  to  carry  it  further.  It  seems 


to  me  that  the  Bill  goes  mainly  on  the 
recommendations  of  the  Select  Committee. 
It  is  in  advance  of  those  recommenda- 
tions on  two  points.     One  is  the  applica- 
tion of  the  principle  to  sitting  tenants, 
for  which  we  are  thankful  to  the  Govern- 
ment, and  the  other  relates  to  buildings 
which  the  Select  Committee  could  not  see 
their  way  to  recommend.     I  should  like 
to  know  if  the   right   hon.  Gentleman 
intends  to  confine  the  supply  of  small 
holdings  by  purchase  and  hire  to  those 
resident  in   the   district,   because,    if  I 
heard   the  right    hon.  Gentleman    cor- 
rectly, I  gather  that  is  what  he  intends  ? 
If  that  be  so,  I   trust   the  right   hon. 
Gentleman  will  take  out  that  one  provi- 
sion, for  the  simple  reason  that  if  this  is 
to  be  an  instrument   in  bringing  back 
people  from  the  crowded  towns  to  the 
land,  which  is  one  of  the  objects  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  he  cannot  do  that 
unless  the  Act  be  put  in  operation  by  a 
suitable  Authority.    Although  I  am  an 
upholder    of    the    Parish    Council    for 
certain   work,   it   would,    I    think,    be 
better  if  the  County   Council,   in   very 
small     areas,     were    the     only     people 
they  had  to  look  to  for  putting  the  Act 
in    operation.       The     larger     and    the 
wealthier  area  is  the  better.     We  have 
experienced  enough  of  the  action  of  the 
County  Councils,  with  regard   to  allot- 
ments  and   other   matters,  to   say  that 
their  members  not  only  understand  the 
question,   but  that  they  will  be  willing 
to  carry  it  into  effect.     There  has  been 
a  good  deal  said  about  the  County  Council 
allotments.      The  County  Councils  have 
shown  themselves  ready  and  willing  to 
act  in   the  cases  brought  before  them. 
With  reference  to  the  absence  of  com- 
pulsion, the   right   hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Derby  gave  a  very  curious 
reason    why    the    Government     should 
adopt  the  principle  of  compulsion.     He 
said  they  found,  after  the  passing  of  the 
Allotment  Act  of  1887,  that  compulsion 
was  necessary,  and  hence  the  Act  of  1890. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  himself  knows 
that  the  Act  of    1887  had  compulsory 
powers,  and  the  Act  of  1890  had  nothing 
to  do  with  compulsory  powers.     It  was 
simply    an    Appeals    Bill.       Therefore, 
there   is   no   reason    contained   in    that 
argument  for  compulsion.      There  is  a 
great  deal  of  force  in  the  statement  that 
there  is  plenty  of  land  in  the  market. 
I  have  said,  20  years  ago,  that,  although 
an   advocate  of   compulsory  powers    in 
2  P  2 
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Allotments  and  Small  Holdings  Bills,  I 
hold  that  the  compulsory  powers  once 
placed  there  will  rarely  be  used.  That  is 
borne  out  by  the  working  of  the  Allot- 
ments Act.  Questions  have  been  asked 
in  the  House  as  to  the  number  of  Local 
Authorities  who  have  adopted  the  Act 
in  a  way  wliich  seemed  to  suggest  that 
none  have  done  so.  I  know  between 
100  and  200  who  have  put  the  Act  in 
force,  by  hiring  or  buying  land  and 
letting  it  to  the  labourers  who  required 
it.  I  have  the  names  of  between 
100  and  150  parishes  where  the  Local 
Authorities  have  done  that.  That  is 
sufficient  to  answer  the  statement  that 
the  Act  is  a  dead  letter,  a  delusion  and 
a  snare.  Do  not  let  it  be  supposed 
that  we  know  nothing  of  these  things 
here ;  and  probably,  now  that  this  inf or- 
mation  has  been  given,  the  justice  of 
making  the  statements  elsewhere  may  be 
considered.  The  reason  why  I  think 
compulsion  is  necessary  is  that  it  will 
get  rid  of  a  ground  of  agitation  ;  for 
bear  in  mind  that,  although  100  Local 
Authoiities  have  put  the  Act  in  force, 
compulsion  has  not  been  necessary  in 
more  than  half-a-dozen  cases,  and  of 
these  half-dozen,  only  one  has  been 
opposed  in  Parliament.  The  difficulty  in 
getting"4  allotments  is  not  so  much  due 
to  the  landlords  as  to  the  large  farmers. 
One  could  not  expect  in  these  times  a 
landlord  to  cut  off  a  piece  of  a  farm ;  but 
if  he  were  compelled,  the  responsibility 
would  be  gone  from  him.  It  was  the 
farmers  who  complained  when  land  was 
wanted  that  the  piece  selected  was  the 
very  best  land  on  the  farm.  I  want  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  to  be  sure — for  I 
am  not  lawyer  enough  to  know— how  will 
it  be  in  the  case  of  land  in  the  hands  of 
trustees  ?  Have  they  the  power  volun- 
tarily to  sell  if  they  wish  ?  And, 
above  all,  how  about  land  in  the 
power  of  Corporations,  such,  for  instance, 
as  the  college  lands  ?  I  am  in  hopes  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  make 
some  modifications  before  we  see  the 
Bill.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  said 
that  one-fourth  would  have  to  be  paid 
down.  I  think  a  sum  which  would 
ensure  the  bond  fides  of  the  purchaser 
would  be  sufficient.  The  Ecclesiastical 
Commissioners  find  15  per  cent,  enough  ; 
Lord  Wantage's  Land  Company  take 
10  or  20  per  cent.  Perhaps  the  figures 
of  the  Ecclesiastical  Commissioners 
would  be  a  happy  medium.  There  is  one 
Mr.  Jesse  Collings 


very  strong  argument  I  wish  to  addr 

on  the  lines  of  the  hon.   Member  i 

Haddington   (Mr.  Haldane).      The  I 

adopts  the  perpetual  rent  system  ;  but 

gives  power  to  redeem  it.     It  need  d 

be  in  the  Bill  at  all  if  there  is  any  pen 

to  redeem  it.     I   want   the  right  he 

Gentleman   to    consider    when   we  a 

entering  on  a  new  system  which  has  to 

tried,  and  which  he  and  others  have  sa 

has  failed  so  miserably  on  the  Continen 

It  is  quite  true  it  has  been  a  miserab 

failure  in  some  parts  of  the  Continen 

but  happily  we  know  the  exact  causes  < 

that.     In  adopting  the  plan  for  Gro 

Britain,  however,  we  are  bound  to  tal 

safeguards  against  every  cause  which  h 

created  failure  abroad.    These  causes  ai 

the  curse   of    the   money-lender,    sut 

division,  and  sub-letting.     These  are  th 

three  evils  in  France.     I  am  not  urgia 

a  system  which  will  commend  itself  a 

the  platform  where  men  will  get  som< 

thing    for  nothing.     I   want  a  systa 

that   will  thrive  and   blossom.  *  It  wi 

take    some    time    to    create    a    villaj 

proprietary.     But    let    the    right    ha 

Gentleman     amend     those     drawbacl 

which   he   knows  have   caused   faflin 

1   remember  when  the  Education   Bi 

of    1879    was    passed.     I    said    to  e 

American  "  We  are  far  behind  you  i 

education."     "  Yes,"  he  said,  "  but  the: 

is  this  peculiar  thing  in  England,  th< 

are  a  long  time  in  adopting  a  refon 

They  are  slow  to  move;  but  when  on< 

they  do  move,  they  do  so  on  improved  pri 

ciples,  and  go  ahead  quickly."     It  is  t! 

duty  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  wb 

he  is  about  to  try  a  new  experiment — t 

greatness  of  which  no  words  can  ov« 

estimate — to  avoid  those  evils,  which  ai 

as  plain  as  a  pikestaff.     As  to  the  que 

tion  of  quit-rent,  let  it  be  two-fifths 

you  like,  but  keep  it.     If  you  allow  it 

be  redeemed,  or  do  not  confine  it  to  tl 

cultivating  class,  these  rent-charges  w 

be  bought  up,  and  the  land  will  be  re-1 

at  exorbitant  rents.     There  is  one  ca 

where  there  are  90  small  holdings  ax 

60  occupiers  in  a    population  of    30 

That  originally  had  a  rent-charge    • 

^9  10s.     What  do  you  find  there  ?   Th 

those  who  had  the  rent-charge  and  stui 

to  it  are'doing  well ;  but  a  number  of  tl 

rent-charges  have  been  bought  by  am 

shopkeepers,  and  there  are  cases  whe 

the  £9  10s.  rent-charge  has  become  £1 

The  man  who  has  bought  the  rent-char] 

is  a  small  landlord,  and  he  is  charging  j 
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and   60  per  fcent.,   and  in    some  cases 
double  the  price  he  paid.     I  would  im- 
plore the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  guard 
against  this.      Everyone  knows  that  the 
small  impecunious  landlord  is  the  worst. 
The  necessities  of  his  position  oblige  him 
to  get  every  farthing  he  can.     Suppose, 
as  I  am  sure  will  be  the  case  in  some 
years,  that  some  of  these  holdings  will  be 
to  the  market.  If  they  are  confined  to  cul- 
tivators   and  not  allowed  to  be  sub-let, 
the  small  capitalist,  as  soon  as  he  knows 
this,  would  go  out  of  the  room  and  cease 
to  be  a  bidder,  leaving  it  to  the  culti- 
vators.      Call    these   holdings  Chaplin 
holdings     or    anything    you    like,    but 
confute  them  to  the  cultivators.     I  would 
also  urge  on  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  desirability   of  allowing    the  Local 
Authority  to  advance  money  for  putting 
up  buildings.     A  man  can  put  up  the 
buildings  sometimes  at  half  the  price  of 
the  Local  Authority.      There  were  some 
cases  of  this  kind    in   connection   with 
Lord  Wantage's  scheme.       If  the  right 
hon. Gentleman  does  not  extend  the  power 
of  advancing  money  to  the  holders  he 
will  not  meet  the  requirements  of  the 
poorer  class  of  cultivators.      Of  course, 
this  will  have  to  be  done  under  proper 
safeguards,  but  the  greatest  of  all  the 
improvements  in  the  Bill  is  to  make  the 
quit-rent  of  an  unredeemable  character, 
and  that   Local    Authorities  should  be 
allowed  to  charge  somewhat  more  for  the 
loan  than  they  pay  to  the  Exchequer. 
This  would  bring  all  the  inhabitants  of  a 
district  in  favour  of  the  scheme,  as  thev 
would  coma  within    the    range   of  the 
benefit  that  such  a  scheme  will  confer. 
I  believe  this  is  only  one  portion  of  the 
work  of  the  reform  of  rural  life.     If  the 
scheme  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will 
allow  this  small  extra  allowance  I  have 
referred  to,  the  localities  would  have  an 
income  for  sanitation  and  other  things 
without  doing  anyone  any  harm. 
*(6.50.)    Mr.     JAMES     LOWTHER 
(Kent,  Thanet) :  There  is  a  great  deal  in 
the    friendly    criticism    of     my     hon 
Friend     opposite     with    which     I    am 
disposed     to    agree.       I     need    hardly 
Bay,     however,      that      I      have      no 
sympathy  whatever  with  the  preference 
he  expressed,  and  which  was  also  expressed 
by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  (Sir  William 
Harcourt)  in  favour  of  the  compulsory 
acquisition  of  land.     That  I  look  upon 
as  a  most  perilous  step,    especially    in 
connection  with  a  measure  which  is  of  a 


tentative  character.  What  my  hon. 
Friend  said  of  the  necessity  of  taking 
full  cognisance  of  the  causes  which  have 
led  to  the  failure  of  the  system  of  small 
holdings  is,  I  think,  a  matter  well 
deserving  the  attention  of  the  House* 
The  hon.  Member  for  the  Bordesley 
Division  referred  to  the  failure  in  parts 
of  the  Continent.  He  should  have  carried 
his  observations  a  step  nearer  home,  and 
referred  to  the  system  of  small  holdings 
in  England,  and  also  urged  the  House 
to  take  cognisance  of  the  causes  of  the 
failure  in  England.  I  think  it  is 
generally  admitted  that  the  system  hither- 
to tried  in  England  has  been  decidedly  a 
failure.  In  the  Counties  of  Cumberland 
and  Westmoreland  the  svstem  has  been 
largely  tried.  The  system  was  in  the 
liands  of  those  who  were  to  the 
manner  born — those  who  in  most  cases 
possessed  ample  capital,  energy,  and  ex- 
perience, which  enabled  them  to  give  the 
system  full  and  ample  trial.  The  system, 
I  much  regret  to  say,  has  broken  down 
in  these  cases.  The  main  cause  of  failure 
was  that  the  owners  found  they  could 
invest  their  capital  better  in  stock  than 
in  land.  In  parts  of  Lincolnshire,  to 
which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  referred, 
a  very  different  state  of  affairs  prevailed. 
The  value  of  land  for  selling  purposes 
rose  very  high.  The  hon.  Gentleman 
opposite  (Mr.  Haldane)  entirely  mis- 
represented what  fell  from  my  right 
hon.  Friend.  I  understood  him 
to  refer  to  the  fact  that  the 
competition  for  freehold  ownership 
had  been  so  keen  that  many  owners  had 
purchased  their  land  at  fabulous  prices. 
I  did  not  understand  him  to  say  that  the 
price  charged  to  the  hirer  of  land  had 
been  unduly  raised.  What  are  the 
causes  which  have  told  against  small,  as 
well  as  large,  holders  ?  The  hon.  Member 
referred  to  the  curse  of  the  money- 
lender. I  hope  my  light  hon.  Friend 
will  insert  a  provision  that  the  consent 
of  some  competent  authority  shall  be 
necessary  before  any  charge  can  be 
imposed  upon  land.  The  hon.  Gentleman 
also  referred  to  the  case  of  sub-letting. 
Against  that,  also,  I  hope  ample  pre- 
cautions will  be  taken.  He  also  referred 
to  the  question  of  sub-division.  I  trust 
my  right  hon.  Friend  will  take  effectual 
safeguards  against  that.  But  my  hon. 
Friend  omitted  to  notice  the  main  cause 
of  the  failure  in  small  as  well  as  large 
holdings — namely,  foreign  competition  ; 
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and  added  to  that  is  the  ever-increasing 
burden  of  rates  and  taxes,  which,  com- 
bined with  foreign  competition,  have 
contributed  towards  forcing  the  small 
holders  to  realise  what  remained  '  of 
their  property,  and  the  pi-actical 
extinction  of  what  was  undoubtedly  most 
valuable,  the  institution  of  small  holders 
•of  land  in  this  country.  T  hope  the 
House  will  bear  these  matters  in  mind, 
and  there  is  another  which  I  think 
•ought  to  be  urged  very  seriously. 
One  of  the  main  -causes  which  has  pre- 
vented land  from  passing  from  hand  to 
band  in  large,  and  especially  in  small, 
quantities,  has  been  the  excessive  cost  of 
transfer.  The  present  Government 
introduced,  a  few  Sessions  ago,  a  measure 
dealing  with  the  subject,  but,  for  some 
inconceivable  reason,  they  handicapped  its 
most  useful  provisions,  tending  in  that 
direction,  by  utterly  uncalled  for  and 
most  mischievous  provisions,  dealing  with 
tiie  wholly  incongruous  subject  of  primo- 
geiriture,  and^thereby  brought  about  the 
rejection  of  the  Bill.  The  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  opposite  spoke  of  im- 
posing the  most  extraordinary  conditions 
for  preventing  the  land  acquired  under 
this  Bill  from  being  made  the  subject  of 
any  kind  of  settlement.  But  what  would 
he  do  where  the  owners  of  the  land  died  ? 
I  suppose  it  would  be  subject  to  primo- 
geniture of  the  most  rigid  form. 

Mr.  H ALDANE  :  the  land  would  be 
■  sold  if  the  son  could  not  carrv  it  on. 

•Mr.  LOWTHER :  Of  court*,  if  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  is  going  to 
sell  it  absolutely,  that  removes  to  some 
extent  the  difficulty  with  which  he  sur- 
rounded his  argument.  I  hope  my 
right  hon.  Friend  will,  in  Committee, 
note  the  suggestions  which  havebeenmade 
for  preventing  grave  abuses  that  would 
otherwise  arise  under  this  scheme,  and 
that  we  shall  have  a  measure  which  will, 
at  any  rate,  give  a  chance  of  this  system 
being  fairly  tried.  T  would,  however, 
warn  the  House  against  anticipating  any 
large  results  from  any  measure  of  this 
kir.d.  In  my  own  opinion,  nothing  in 
the  shape  of  legislative  action  will  induce 
persons  to  embark  in  the  speculation  of  the 
ownership  and  cultivation  of  land,  unless 
the  conditions  under  which  agriculture  is 
conducted  are  made  such  that  a  man  of 
average  capacity  and  reasonable  industry 
can  make  a  living  out  of  it.  So  long  as 
they  are  ground  down  by  rates  and  over- 
whelmed by  foreign  competition,  very 
Mr.  James  Loivthcr 


few  practical    men  will  be   induced  to 
embark  in  a   business  wliich  ha*  to  be 
earned  on  under  such  hopeless  condition!. 
*(7.5.)    Mr.    COBB    (Warwick,  S.R, 
Rugby) :  I  rise  mainly  for  the  purpose  of 
putting  a  couple  of  questions  to  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Minister  of  Agricul- 
ture.    I  have  always  thought  it  unwise  to 
enter    into    any    lengthened    criticism 
on    the     First     Reading    of    a     Bill, 
and   although   the    right  hon.    Gentle- 
man introduced  this  measure  with  very 
great     clearness,     when     we    have   i 
printed,  I  have  no  doubt  we  shall  find  we 
have  misunderstood  it  on  some  important 
points.     He    referred    to    the    class  of 
yeomen,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  this  is 
essentially  a  yeomen's  Bill — a   Bill   to 
enable  men  in  a  comparatively  good  posi- 
tion in  life  to  get  land— and  I  do  not 
believe  it  will  be  the  least  good  to  one  in 
a  thousand  of  the  agricultural  labourer*. 
They  do  not  want  what,  in  this  Bill,  are 
called  small  holdings,  at  all ;  but  what  the 
bulk  of  the  English  labourei-s  want  is  ft 
thoroughly  popular  system  of  allotments 
in  extension  of  the  present  system.    It 
seems  to  ine  that  there  are  two  great 
blots  in  this  Bill.     The  first  is,  that  there 
is  no  compulsory  power  in  it  given  to 
the  Local  Authority  to  purchase;   and, 
what  is  still  more  important,  that  there 
is    no     compulsory    power    of    leasing. 
The  other  blot  is,  that  the  authority 
which  is  to  administer  the  Act,  the  County 
Council,  represents  too  large  an   area. 
One  of  the  main  difficulties  in  adminis- 
tering the    Allotments  Act   has  arisen 
from   the   fact  that   the  rural  sanitary 
authority,  the   Board    of    Guardians,  is 
composed  of  men  coming  from  different 
pirishes,   so  that    it    is-   impossible  for 
them  to  know  the  circumstances  of  each 
paiish.      How    much,    then,    will   that 
difficulty    be   aggravated    in     the    area 
of    a   whole  county.       We   slioll   have 
an     opportunity     of    discussing     these 
matters  at  a  later  stage,   and    I    will 
not  go  into  them  now,  but  will  put  these 
two  questions  to  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man.    Am  I  right  in  understanding  that 
the  restriction  upon   the  building  of  a 
house  upon  a  small  holding  applies,  even 
if   the  tenant  or  owner  is  prepared  to 
build   that  house  at   his  own   expense ; 
and,  secondly,  I  want  to  ask  whether  the 
Id.  in  the  £1,  which  will  come  out  of  the 
County  Rate,  will  be  borne  by  the  whole 
county,   or  by  the   parish   or    parishes 
where  small  holdings  are  provided  ? 
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(7.10.)    Mr.  CHARLES  W.  GRAY 
(Essex,  Maldon) :  I  think  the  measure 
which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  in- 
troduced has  shown  that,  at  any  rate,  if 
we  are  approaching  dissolution,  we  have 
got  a  kick  or  two  left  in  us.     The  Bill  is 
•one  which  may  reach  a  very  long  way 
indeed;   but  I  should  be    the  last  to 
'throw  any  obstruction  in  the  way  of  a 
proposal  of  this  sort.     On  the  contrary, 
i  rise  to  give  it  cordial  support.     It  is 
sometimes  said  that  the  farmers  do  not 
want  such  a  Bill,  because  it  would  set  up 
t  number  of  men  to  compete  with  them 
in  their  own  industry ;  but  I  have  never 
heard   any  objection  coming  from   the 
farmers  on  that  score,  and  I    hope  the 
light  hon.   Gentleman   opposite,   repre- 
senting the  great  industries  of  the  Mid- 
land and    Northern  Counties,   will    re- 
member that  fact.     The  hon.    Member 
for  Haddington  (Mr.  Haldane)  criticised 
the  Bill  at  considerable  length  ;  but  his 
criticisms  were  very  much  those  which  a 
lawyer  would   probably  pass  upon   any 
measure  proposed  from  the  other  side  of 
the  House ;  and  there  was  nothing  in  his 
remarks,    or    in    any    othei*s    we  have 
beard,  to  show   that    there  should    be 
my  hesitation  in  reading  the  Bill  a  first 
tame,  or  that  it  should  not  have  fair-play. 
I  hope  it  will  not  only  get  fair-play,  but 
that  when  it  becomes  an  Act  it  will  carry 
with  it  all  the  benefits  which  the  hon. 
Member  for  the  Bordesley  Division  (Mr. 
f.  Uollings)  thinks  will  follow  legislation 
)f  this  kind.     With  reference  to  the  ex- 
planation so  lucidly  made  by  the  Minister 
rf  Agriculture,  I  want  him  to  give  us  an 
idea  as  to  how  selections  would  be  made 
in  those  cases  where  there  are  more  appli- 
cants than  small  holdings.     If  this  selec- 
tion is  to  be  made  in  accordance   with 
common  sense,   I  should  think  that  if 
there  were  'an  applicant  from  the  town, 
and  also  one  from  the  country,  you  had 
better  select  the  man  who  knows  some- 
thing about  farming.     The  objections  of 
any  considerable  degree  of  weight  raised 
by  the  other  side  have  been  limited  to 
two — namely,   that  this  Bill  is  not  com- 
pulsory, and  that  the  authority  to  deal 
with  this  matter  is  the  County  Council. 
I  understood  that  authority  was   only 
proposed  because  there  is  at  present  no 
better  authority  to  undertake    the  re- 
ponability.      But  there  is  nothing  to 
sad  me  to    suppose    that,    if   District 
^ouncilH  are  set  up,  they  may  not  have 
ither  the  entire,  or  some  proportion  of 


the  authority  on  this  subject.     The  pre- 
sent Government  is  more  or  less  pledged 
to  go  on  with  the  question  of  District 
Councils  if  they  remain  in  power  a  suffi- 
ciently long  time ;  and  if  the  other  side 
come  in,  of  course  we  know,   from  the 
speeches  delivered  in  the  country,  that 
in  anticipation  of   Home   Rule  or  any 
other  question,  one  of  the  first  measures 
it  will   bring  forward  will  be  one   for 
establishing  District  Councils.  The  other 
point  of  criticism  had  reference  to  com- 
pulsion,   but    I    think    we    should    be 
very    careful   )>efore    making  tentative 
measures     of     this     sort     compulsory. 
If  it   succeed,    I    suppose  that  later  it 
would  be  quite  in  the  power  of  our  Party, 
or  of  the  opposite  Party  if  they  should 
come   into  Office,   to  make  the  scheme 
compulsory.     If  we  made  it  compulsory 
now,  without  more  experience,  we  might 
do  more  harm  than  good,  and  cases  might 
arise  where  small  holdings  were  applied 
for,  simply  to  prevent  certain  industries 
being   set  up   in  the  locality.     I  hope 
those  who  wish  the  measure  to  be  com- 
pulsory will  have  a  little  patience,  and  I 
hope  it  will  be  understood  that  the  agri- 
culturalists as  a  class  have  no  objection 
at  all   to   a  measure  of  this  sort  being 
fairly  tried. 

-(7.25.)  Mr.  T.  E.  ELLIS  (Merioneth- 
shire) :  I  desire  to  add  my  congratula- 
tions to  those  which  have  already  been 
offered  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  I 
had  the  pleasure  of  sitting  with  him  on 
a  Committee  which  inquired  into  this 
question,  and  I  am  extremely  glad  that 
he  has  found  so  early  an  opportunity  of 
bringing  its  decisions  before  the  House. 
Personally,  I  think  it  is  by  far  the  most 
important  measure  introduced  by  the 
Government  since  the  President  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  brought  f  orward 
the  Local  Government  Bill  for  England 
and  Wales.  It  gives  real  value  to  the 
establishment  of  County  Councils;  for 
the  value  of  the  Local  Government 
Bill  lay,  not  so  much  in  its  powers,  as  in 
its  possibilities,  and  this  Bill  is  far  more 
valuable  in  its  possibilities  than  in  its 
powers ;  and  it  would  be  so,  especially 
in  two  points  which  were  omitted,  but 
were  embodied  in  the  Bill  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  the  Bordesley  Division. 
They  were  compulsory  power  to  purchase, 
and  the  principle  of  the  final  mumcipal 
control  of  all  land  on  which  operations 
may  be  earned  out  under  the  Small 
Holdings  Bill.     The  principle   of  com- 
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pulsory  purchase  may   very   well    take 
care  of  itself  in  future  Parliaments.     I 
trust  the  right    hon.    Gentleman    will 
accept  an  Amendment  in  favour  of  that 
most   valuable    principle    of    municipal 
control.     I  should  like  to  call  attention 
to  one  or  two  other  omissions,  which  in 
some  parts  of  the  country  will  largely 
delay,  if  they  do  not  frustrate,  the  oper- 
ations of  the  Bill.     I  refer,  first,  to  that 
large  cku*s  of  small  holdings  which  exist 
in   certain   parts  of    the   country,   and 
notably  in  Wales  and  parts  of  Yorkshire, 
Westmoreland,  and  Cumberland,  to  which 
are   attached   large   mountain  pastures. 
No  cause  has  tended  so  much^to  diminish 
the  class  of  yeomen  as  the  vast  enclosure  of 
commons  which  took  place  from  the  middle 
of  the  last  century  to  within  20  years  ago. 
It  came  out  distinctly  in  the   evidence 
before   the   Committee    that    in   Wales 
the    small    farmers    in    the    hilly   and 
mountainous  districts  were  able  to  live  a 
comparatively  thriving  life  because  they 
had,  attached  to  their  holdings,  common 
pasturage    on    the    hill    and   mountain 
sides,   the   value   of  which   I   need  not 
point  out.     If  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
desire  to  enfranchise,  so    to  speak,  the 
present    small     holders     in     the     hilly 
districts,  and  to  create  a  larger  number, 
he  will  have  to  look  into  the  question  of 
the  regulation  of  these  pasturages.     In 
some   cases  smaller   holdings   had   been 
consolidated,  and  the  mountain  pasturage 
belonging  to  each  of  the  small  holdings 
was  also  consolidated,  so  as  to  belong  to 
the    larger    farm.      Besides    that,     ac- 
cording    to     a     witness     befoi^e     the 
Richmond       Commission,      the      small 
farmers  are  only  allowed  to  pasture  two 
sheep  to  the  acre  of  their  holdings,  while 
the  larger  f aimers  are  able  to  pasture 
three.    The  right  hon.  Gentleman,  there- 
fore, if  he  desire  to  increase  the  number  of 
small  holdings,  will  have  to  make  some 
provision  for  the  new  division  of  these 
pasturages    attaching   to    farms.      The 
right      hon.       Gentleman       did       not 
conceal  from    the  House  the  enormous 
risks     which     all     concerned   in    these 
transactions  will   take    on    themselves. 
There  is  the  comparative  inexperience  of 
those  who  will  obtain  the  new  holdings ; 
the  question  of  having  instalments  paid 
regularly  to  the  Local  Authority  so  that 
the  repayments  to  the   Loan  Commis- 
sioners may  be  properly  made  ;  then  the 
further  question,  that  the  small  holder 
may  not  be  able  to  put  up  buildings ; 
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and     the    ever-existing     fear     of     bad 
seasons,   the    cattle    plague,   and   other 
evils  affecting  the  farming  community. 
Under  these  circumstances,  it  is  of  im- 
portance that  we   examine  closely  the 
amount  of  the  purchase   moneyfwhich  ' 
the   County   Council  may   pay   for  the 
land.       The    amount   of    the   purchase 
money  is  the  keystone  of  the  Bill.    Is 
the    County  Council    to    enter    as   an 
ordinary  bidder  into  a  public  auction  room 
to   buy  the  land  ;  for  I   know  that  in 
Wales    certain     forms     and     ingenious 
dodges  well-known  to  auctioneers  produce 
brisk  competition,  so  as  to  secure  fancy 
prices  for  the  land.     Many  persons  buy 
land  not  because  they  want  to  cultivate 
it,   but  because  they  desire  to  have  a 
county   position  or  to  l)e  made  County 
Magistrates.     If  the  duty  of  bringing 
back  the  labourers  on  the  land  is  to  lie 
thrown  on  the  County  Council,  will  the 
light  hon.  Gentleman  give  them  a  right 
of  pre-emption  to  the  land?    Further, 
what  are  his  real  guarantees  that  only  a 
fair  and  reasonable  price  will  l>e  given  for    ; 
the  land  ?     If  such  a  guarantee  be  not    j 
given,  it  seems  to  me  that  the  Bill  will    \ 
land  not  merely  the  County  Council,  but 
the  Loan  Commissioners,  in  considerable 
difficulty.      I   think  this  is  the  crucial 
point  in  the  working  of  the  Bill.    Can 
lie  give  us  further  light   on  the  rules 
under    which    the    land,    having  been 
bought  by  the  County  Council,  is  to  be 
sold   to  the  applicants?      Is    it  to  be 
by    public    auction?       If    the    County 
Council    is     to    buy    by    auction  9xA 
then     to     sell     to    the     applicants  by 
auction,    the  cultivator  will    be  sorelf 
over-burdened,      and      the      Bill    wiU 
topple    about   the   heads  of  those  who 
will  try  to  work  it.     1   should  further 
like  to  say  that,  although  this  Bill  will  fr 
its  present  form  do  a  great  deal  to  re- 
create a  class  that  is  of  the  utmost  value 
to  the  community,  it  is  only  the  first  stepr 
and   many   more  steps  will  have  to  be 
taken,  and  will  be  logically  and  inevit- 
ably token,  by  future  Parliaments.    I 
think   the  principle  of  compulsory  pur- 
chase will  have  to  be  applied.     I  know 
large  districts  in  Wales  where  the  tenants 
would  give  anything  to  purchase  their 
holdings  at  a  fail-  and  reasonable  price, 
but  the  landlords  are  unwilling  to  sell. 
It  is  futile  for  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
to  say  that  there  is  plenty  of  land  in  the 
market.     There  may  be  in  Essex   and 
some   other    parts  of  England,   but  in 
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Vales  there  is  little  land  in 'the  market, 
nd  it  is  only  very  rarely  that 
he  present  holders  have  any  chance 
>f  getting  it  at  a  reasonable  price. 
)ne  of  the  first  effects  of  the  Bill 
will  be,  I  believe,  to  raise  a  cry — on  the 
whole,  a  reasonable  one — that  no  private 
sale  of  land  whatever  shall  take  place 
without  the  sanction  of  a  Public  Authoritv. 
I  hope  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  not 
only  take  every  step  to  pass  the  present 
Bill,  but  will  accept  occasional  Amend- 
ments from  this  side,  and  more  especially 
do  I  hope  that  he  will  give  considerable 
attention  to  the  clauses  of  the  Bill  of  my 
hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Bordesley, 
with  a  view  to  giving  County  Councils 
and  the  Local  Authorities  a  real  and 
permanent  hold  on  the  land. 

(7.40.)  Mr.  MARK  J.  STEWART 
(Kirkcudbright)  :  I  am  one  of  those  who 
feel  the  importance  of  this  Bill  as  much 
as  any  Member  of  the  House,  but  I  do 
not  think  it  is  going  to  do  so  much  good 
k>  the  agricultural  labourers  as  the  right 
ion.  Gentleman  and  some  of  his  friends 
ihink  it  will.  The  speech  we  have  just 
Istened  to  will  no  doubt  receive 
he  deep  attention  of  the  House  when 
be  details  of  the  Bill  come  to  be  dis- 
eased, but  I  hope  my  right  hon.  Friend 
ill  give  the  possessors  of  land  a  chance 

>  do  what  they  like'  with  their  own,  and 

>  get  a  reasonable  and  fair  price  for  it. 
am  convinced  that  in  the  great  majority 

f  cases  landlords  would  be  only  too  glad 
oget  a  fair  remunerative  price  to  sell 
tart  of  their  land.  In  Scotland  there 
ire  large  tracts  of  land  which  few  agii- 
ttlturists  would  care  to  have  much  to  do 
irith,  and  others  which  might  be  made 
more  fertile  if  the  state  of  the  farming 
industry  permitted  any  degree  of  cer- 
tainty of  payment.  The  opposition  to 
this  measure  appears  to  me  to  rest 
mainly  on  the  non-compulsory  clauses. 
1  hope  and  trust  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  will  stand  firm  on  this  point. 
There  is  no  reason  why  a  fair  measure 
should  not  be  submitted  to  the  country 
without  compulsion,  and  have  a  fair 
amount  of  success.  If  you  adopt  com- 
pulsion in  the  first  instance,  you  alienate 
*  large  number  of  persons  who  are  in 
favour  of  giving  the  labourers  a  larger 
right  and  interest  in  the  land  than  they 
low  possess.  But  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
nan  must  not  run  away  with  the  idea 
hat  by  increasing  the  number  of  small 
loidingB  he  will  confer  a  great  benefit  on 


the  whole  community.  While  I  hail  with 
delight  a  larger  number  of  small  holdings 
in  the  country,  I  have  had  considerable 
experience  of  the  nature  and  duties  of 
working  them.  On  those  estates  in 
which  it  is  my  lot  to  take  a  very  deep 
interest  it  is  not  only  the  very  small 
farmers  that  have  at  this  time  a  great 
difficulty  in  meeting  their  rents,  but  the* 
larger  fanners,  with  the  best  machinery, . 
driven  by  electricity,  water,  and  steam, 
have  difficulty  in  making  both  ends  meet. 
Take  away  these  advantages,  and  the* 
small  farmer  is  in  many  cases  no  better 
off  in  point  of  pecuniary  emolument  than 
the  labourer.  I  have  always  taken  the 
view  that  it  is  essential  on  the  part  of  all 
large  proprietors  to  have  a  certain  num- 
ber of  stepping-stones  into  their  larger 
farms,  whereby  the  labourer  may  raise - 
himself  by  going  from  one  to  another, 
and  so  become  in  time  a  large  tenant 
farmer.  It  is  the  absence  of  these  small 
holdings  which  I  so  deeply  deplore.  There 
is  no  doubt,  however,  that  recent  legisla- 
tion and  practice  in  the  farming  world 
has  tended  to  the  taking  up  of  these 
small  holdings  and  making  them  into 
larger  farms.  The  Bill  will  not  meet 
with  any  opposition  from  the  landlords, 
who  are  glad  to  get  their  rent,  whether 
from  a  large,  or  small  holder.  They  are 
more  sure  of  it  from  the  small  farmer 
who  works  hard  with  his  owr  hands,  and 
has  not  to  pay  wages  to  any  large  ex- 
tent. Fault  has  been  found  with  the* 
County  Council,  but  where  you  have  a 
body  representing  a  large  area  you 
may  depend  that  you  will  have- 
greater  fairness  and  impartiality 
than  in  the  smaller  Parish  Councils, 
where  there  is  always  a  certain  amount 
of  jealousy  and  rivalry  which  it  is 
difficult  to  get  rid  of,  but  that  is  met  by 
associating  the  representatives  of  a 
larger  area  in  the  County  Council.  It 
is  said  that  the  County  Council  is  too 
large  for  dealing  with  such  a  question, 
but,  of  course,  it  would  appoint  Com- 
mittees to  deal  with  certain  portions  of 
the  district,  and  the  members  of  those 
Committees  would  not  necessarily  be 
connected  with  the  district  in  which  they- 
had  to  deal.  I  would  ask  my  right  hon. 
Friend  if  there  are  to  be  two  Bills  on 
this  question — one  for  England  and  one 
for  Scotland  ?  The  interests  of  Scot- 
land are  likely  to  be  somewhat 
lost  sight  of  in  considering  the  larger 
area  of  England.     There  is  an  apparent' 
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disposition  in  the  House  to  pass  the  Bill. 
Let  us  hope  it  will  be  a  useful  measure, 
and  may  assist  the  labourers  and  those 
of  the  agricultural  community  who  are 
anxious  to  push  on  and  rise ;  and  with 
this  view  I  shall  have  much  pleasure  in 
supporting  the  Bill,  though  I  fear  the 
House  may  possibly  find  its  results  are 
not  quite  so  favourable  as  they  seem  dis- 
posed to  think. 

*(7.50.)  Mr.  HENEAGE  (Great 
Grimsby) :  I  must  congratulate  the 
right  lion.  Gentleman  on  his  speech  and 
the  practical  discussion  which  has 
followed  it.  I  do  not  agree  with  the  light 
hon.  Member  for  Thanet  that  the  small 
holders  of  the  Isle  of  Axholme  were 
brought  to  grief  by  the  price  of  corn. 
They  bought  their  holdings  at  a  high 
price,  and  borrowed  three-fourths  of  the 
purchase  money  from  the  solicitors  from 
whom  theyboughtthelands,  and  when  they 
could  not  pay  the  interest  the  solicitors 
foreclosed,  and  most  of  them  got  neither 
capital  nor  interest.  With  regard  to 
the  question  of  compulsion,  I,  for  one, 
am  very  glad  it  has  not  been  adopted,  and 
I  think  all  the  argument  of  the  right  hon. 
Member  for  Derby  is  worthless,for  he  was 
entirely  wrong  when  he  alluded  to  the 
Allotments  Acts.  The  first  Bill  had  com- 
pulsion in  it ;  the  second  was  purely  an 
Appeal  Bill.  So  I  do  not  think  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  need  pay  much  regard  to 
the  precedents  before  him.  What  I 
wish  to  press  on  my  right  hon.  Friend  is 
this  :  I  think  the  remarks  in  regard  to 
the  financial  clauses  have  been  exceedingly 
just,  and  are,  I  think,  welf  worthy  of 
attention.  I  am  strongly  in  favour  of 
there  being  a  quit-rent  on  the  land,  and 
that  precautions  should  be  taken  to 
prevent  the  land  being  saddled  with  a 
mortgage  in  the  same  way  as  in  the  case 
of  the  Isle  of  Axholme.  The  clause  at 
present  stands  that  a  fourth  is  to  be 
paid  at  once,  a  fourth  as  rent-charge, 
and  half  is  to  be  paid  off  by  terminable 
annuities.  I  would  suggest  that  the  first 
fourth  be  paid  at  once,  the  second  fourth 
by  terminable  annuities,  and  that  the 
other  half  should  remain  as  a  quit-rent 
for  ever.  Nobody  would  ever  be  in- 
clined to  lend  money  on  land  so  en- 
cumbered. I  agree,  also,  that  the  rate- 
payers should  have  some  benefit  out  of 
the  transactions.  There  will  be  no 
difficulty  in  getting  money  at  2|  per 
cent.,  and  if  the  Local  Authority  charged 
%i  or  3|  per  cent,  it  would  leave  a 
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margin  for  the  benefit  of  the  ratepayers. 
I  should  like  to  ask  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  whether  he  cannot  consider 
with  the  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown 
some  clause  which  would  keep  down 
conveyancing  expenses.  I  regret  that  the 
Bill  brought  in  by  the  present  Govern- 
ment three  yeai-s  ago  was  not  passed  in 
its  entirety  ;  but  as  it  was  not,  I  think 
something  should  be  put  in  the  Bill  to 
prevent  the  running  up  of  law  costs  with 
regard  to  these  small  holdings.  As  to 
buildings,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  is 
perfectly  right  in  not  allowing  the 
County  Council  to  bear  the  cost,  as  pa 
would  have  no  security  for  them,  and 
they  will  be  put  up  by  the  tenant  if  he 
is  the  sort  of  man  to  have  the  holding. 
I  believe  the  Bill  will  be  a  great  benefit, 
and  I  cannot  see  why  it  should  not  be 
further  improved  in  Committee  if  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  will  only  consider 
some  of  the  suggestions  that  have  been 
made. 

(7.55.)     Mr.     W.     C.     QUILTER 
(Suffolk,  Sudbury) :  I  cannot  allow  this 
Bill  to  pass  without  a  few  words  from 
me,  as  I  take  so  much  interest  in  the 
subject.    1  want  to  express,  very  shortly, 
the  objections  I  hold  to  some  of  the  pro- 
posals of  my  right  hon.  Friend.     I  think 
he  will   find  it  necessary  to  introduce 
compulsory  powers,  for,  without  them  in 
the  background,   he  will  not  be  able  to 
make  arrangements  with  the  landowners. 
T  heartily  approve  of  the  County  Council 
as  a  body  to  whom  these  questions  must 
be  remitted.     In   my  own   county  the 
most  interesting  question  has  been  the 
housing  of    the    working    classes,    and 
the  difficulty  we  had  to  meet  was  the 
smallness  of  the  area  dealt  with  by  the 
Board  of  Guardians.     It  is   now  found 
that  the  County  Council  is  the  only  body 
able  to  deal  with  questions  of   this  kind 
on  a   scale   of   sufficient  magnitude.     I 
hope  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  con- 
sider whether  the  limit  of  £25  may  not 
be  reduced.     I  believe  that  this  Bill  will 
be    of    considerable     benefit    to     the 
laboiuing    classes,  although     I    cannot 
join     with      my      hon.      Friend     the 
Member  for  Bordesley  in  the  sanguine 
anticipations    in     which     he    indulged. 
[  believe  that  until  the  Land  Laws  of 
this   country  are    radically   altered    all 
legislation  of  this  kind  will,  to  a  certain 
extent,  be  in  vain,  and  I  hope  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  will  pay  some  heed 
to  the  remarks  of  my  right  hon.  Friend 
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rho  has  just  spoken  below  me,  as  to  the 
wesibflity  of  the  law's  delays  and  law- 
rers'  charges  being  serious  hindrances  to 
he  carrying  out  of  the  provisions  of  the 
301  that  is  now  being  introduced. 

(8.35.)  Mr.  JOSHUA  ROWNTREE 
Scarborough) :  As  I  understand,  from 
she  right  hon  Gentleman's  very  clear 
uid  able  statement,  there  is  to  be 
Mily  one  authority  under  this  Bill,  the 
wthority  of  the  County  Council,  and 
that  the  County  Council  will  have  abso- 
lute authority,  so  far  as  they  think  fit, 
over  the  whole  county  area,  including, 
of  course,  county  boroughs.  But  if  that 
be  correct,  it  means  that  the  non-county 
boroughs  of  whatever  size,  whether 
Quarter  Sessions  boroughs  or  not,  or 
having  any  general  financial  relation  to 
the  county  or  not,  are  really  to  be  treated 
as  non-existent.  T  may  be  quite  mis- 
taken in  this  matter,  but  supposing  it  is 
bo,  however  much  the  boroughs  may 
welcome  this  Bill  on  other  grounds,  I 
very  much  fear  they  would  feel  bound 
to  protest  against  this  part  of  it.  It  would 
be  unjust  that  boroughs  with  heavy 
rates  for  special  purposes  of  their  own 
ihould  be  liable  to  rates  from  which,  in 
the  great  majority  of  cases,  they  would 
derive  no  benefit.  And,  further,  in 
many  cases,  sis  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
b  no  doubt  fully  aware,  where  boroughs 
include  in  their  financial  area  a  large 
amount  of  land,  and  are  in  some  cases 
large  landowners  themselves — as  in  the 
«ase  of  the  borough  which  I  have  the 
Honour  to  represent,  which  owns  500 
•cres  or  more  of  its  own — it  then 
would  be  felt  a  considerable  hard- 
ship that  another  authority  should 
invade  the  area  of  the  borough, 
with  powers  to  rate  the  burgesses, 
to  buy  and  sell  land,  to  let  land 
and  build  houses,  and  fix  their  own  sani- 
tary conditions,  all  within  the  area  of 
that  municipal  borough.  I  hope  that  is 
not  proposed  by  the  Bill.  If  it  is  pro- 
posed I  am  sure  it  will  be  a  very  strong 
objection  to  that  part  of  the  Bill. 

(8.39.)  Mr.  ROUND  (Essex, 
N.K.,  Harwich) :  There  are  one  or  two 
boroughs  in  the  county  which  I  have 
the  honour  to  represent,  having  a  eon- 
tidexafab  acreage  of  land,  and  they,  no 
ioubt,  as  the  hon.  Member  opposite  has 
w.'nted  out,  will  look  with  jealousy  on 
U  powers  of  other  authorities  to  deal 
rith  that  land.  An  hon.  Gentleman 
pposite  said  a  short  time  ago  that  he 


wished  the  time  would  come  when  no 
private  property  in  this  country  should 
be  sold  without  the  intervention  or 
sanction  of  some  pnblic  authority.  I 
think  that  such  a  state  of  things  would 
be  very  detrimental  to  private  in- 
dividuals and  to  the  community  generally. 
I  i-ose  to  offer  my  thanks  to  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  for  bringing  in  this 
measure  to-night.  I  think  the  measure 
has  fallen  into  good  hands.  He  has 
always  taken  a  .great  interest  in  all  mat- 
ters connected  with  the  agricultural  in- 
terest in  this  country,  and  was  instru- 
mental in  bringing  about  the  appointment 
of  the  Royal  Commission  for  inquiring 
into  the  cause  of  the  depression  in  Agri- 
culture, many  of  whose  recommendations, 
which  I  think  were  most  useful, 
have  been  carried  into  effect.  There  is 
no  one  who  is  familial*  with  the  history 
of  our  country  districts  in  former  times 
hut  must  regret  the  disappearance  of  the 
small  holdersand  old  veomen  from  the  soil, 
who  were  a  most  industrious  and  useful 
class,  and  who  have  been  squeezed  out,  as 
it  were,  by  force  of  circumstances.  I 
trust  this  effort  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man will  meet  with  success.  I  look  upon 
it  as  an  experiment  in  the  right  direction, 
though  I  am  afraid  that  if  the  price  of 
wheat  remain  as  it  is  now,  or  as  it  was 
last  year,  30s.  or  32s.  a  quarter — I  am 
afraid  there  cannot  be  much  profit  made 
out  of  the  land  unless  these  piices  alter. 
I  agree  with  what  an  hon.  Member  said 
from  these  Benches  a  short  time  ago — 
that  this  Bill  offers  a  stepping-stone  to 
the  labourers  to  rise  and  better  them- 
selves. In  our  wheat-growing  districts 
I  do  not  think  the  land  can  be  better 
cultivated  than  it  is  now,  when  it  is  in 
the  hands  of  large  farmers  who  under- 
hand their  business  ;  but  no  opportunity 
then  arises  for  labourers  to  better  them- 
selves, and  I  much  prefer  to  see  holdings 
of  different  sizes  in  our  rural  parishes. 
This  is  not  the  time  to  discuss 
the  details  of  this  Bill,  but  I  trust  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  will  be  able  to  pass 
it  through  this  House  this  Session  ;  and 
1  shall  conclude  by  asking  him  when  the 
Bill  will  be  printed  and  laid  on  the  Table 
of  the  House  T 

(8.43.)  Mr.'  ESSLEMONT  (Aber- 
deen, E.):  I  rise  with  considerable 
satisfaction  to  congratulate  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  and  Her  Majesty's  Government 
for  having,  as  we  might  say  in  Scotland,  at 
the  long  length,  recognised  that  there  is 
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such  a  thing  as  a  land  question  in  Scotland. 
We  who  have  of  late  been  sitting  in  this 
House  for  three  or  four  yeai-s,  and  hear- 
ing the  allotments  question  discussed  as 
applied  to  England,  we  did  not  observe, 
when  we  had  a  Local  Government  Bill 
for  Scotland  passed,  a  recognition  of  the 
fact  that  there  was  a  land  question  in 
Scotland.  Her  Majesty's  Government 
introduced  certain  clauses  into  that  Bill, 
but  told  the  Scottish  Members  that 
unless  they  accepted  them  en  bloc,  and 
as  proposed  by  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment, no  time  could  be  given  for  discuss- 
ing the  question.  On  several  occasions 
I  reminded  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  and  the  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  of  the  promises  that 
they  made,  that  this  question  would  be 
looked  into  and  remedied  at  an  earlv 
date  by  Her  Majesty's  Government. 
But  it  has  been  the  privilege  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Agriculture  for  the  first 
time  to  recognise  Scotland  in  dealing 
with  this  question  of  the  allotments  and 
small  holdings,  and  1  can  assure  him 
that  this  recognition  of  Scotland,  as 
comprehended  in  this  Bill,  will  be  looked 
upon  with  gratitude  on  the  part  of  the 
agriculturists  of  Scotland.  I  had  a 
matter  suggested  to  me  by  my  hon. 
Friend  the  Meml^er  for  Scarborough  in 
regard  to  the  question  of  rating.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Agriculture  may  recollect 
that  on  the  passing  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment (Scotland)  Bill  the  rating  question 
was  dealt  with  in  a  somewhat  excep- 
tional manner  ;  the  county  rate  being 
stereotyped  upon  the  average  of 
a  certain  number  of  years.  That  is 
to  say,  a  certain  number  of  years 
of  the  average  rate  was  taken,  and 
that  became  the  stereotyped  rate  for  the 
county  assessment.  Now,  what  I  would 
wish  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  recog- 
nise is,  that  any  rate  but  the  stereotyped 
rate — it  was  arranged  by  a  clause  in  the 
Bill  — that  any  rate  beyond  the  stereotyped 
rate  in  after  vears  woidd  be  divided 
between  the  occupier  and  the  proprietor. 
I  wish  to  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
whether,  in  the  case  of  this  penny,  it 
will  then  be  a  penny  on  the  occupiers 
and  a  penny  on  the  proprietors ;  or 
whether  it  will  l>e  a  penny  divided 
according  to  the  arrangement  of  that 
Bill,  between  occupiers  and  proprietors  ? 
I  hope  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  follows 
Mr.  Esslemont 


my  statement  of  the  case,  and  that  he 
will   give   his  attention  to  the  matter 
before  the  Bill  is  drafted.     There  in 
only  two  other  points  which  I  wish  to 
bring  under  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
attention.      Speaking,   as    I    have  the 
honour  to  do,  for  one  of  the  most  agri- 
cultural  counties  in  Scotland,  I  hope  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  may  excuse  me  in 
saying  that  in  treating  Scotland  it  most 
be  with  regard   to  Scottish   rights  and  ' 
interests,  and  with  considerations  which 
differ  in  some  respects  from  this  Bill  as 
applied  to  the  English  counties.     Then 
is  one  consideration  I  think  I  ought  to 
press  very'  strongly  upon  the  Govern- 
ment, and  that  is,  that  so  far  as  we  in 
Scotland    are  concerned,   we,   I  think, 
almost    universally    recognise    that  no 
Bill  dealing  with  either  allotments  or 
small     holdings  will    be  of    any  great 
consequence  to  Scotland,  or  will  be  cared 
for  very  much  one  way  or  the  other  in 
Scotland,    unless   it    is  followed  up  by 
compulsory  powers.     I   quite  recognise 
what  the  hon.  Member  for  the  Bordesley 
Division    said — that  if  we  had  compul- 
sory powers  in  the  Bill  the  compulsory 
powers  might  be  very  seldom  put  into 
execution  ;    but  it  was  the  compulsory 
powers     that     enabled     occupiers   and 
proprietors  to  come  to  terms  themserra*» 
Therefore,    I    would    strongly  impress 
upon  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that  he 
should    consider    now    what    has  been 
pointed  out  to  him.     And  I  submit  to 
him    that   this    Bill   will  be  ineffectual 
unless  it  contain  within  its  four  corners 
a   compulsory   power  which  is  to  effect 
the  purposes  intended.     The  right  hon» 
Gentleman    has    said    that  no  help  cr 
encouragement  would  be  given  to  a  man 
who  built  a  house  upon  a  holding  which 
was  of  less  value  than  £25. 

Mr.    CHAPLIN :    The   provision  in 
the  Bill  is  that  no  dwelling-house  is  to 
be    erected    on    a   holding   which  is  or 
less    value  than    .£25,  unless  the  Local 
Authority    have   reason   to   think  that 
the    particular   holding   is   sufficient  to 
maintain    the    man    and  his  family  by 
the   cultivation    of  the  holding,  and' in 
that   case   he  may   be  allowed  to  erect 
a  dwelling-house. 

Mr.  ESSLEMONT:  I  understand 
the  principle,  and  it  is  because  I  under- 
stand it  so  well  that  T  doubt  the  wisdom 
of  the  provision.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man savs  that  that  class  of  individuals  he 
wants  to  maintain   in  the  country — he 
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does  not  want  so  much  that  a  man  should 
be  kept  in  the  country  who  has  as  much 
land  as  he  can  cultivate  and  keep  himself 
4&d  his  family  as  he  does  to  keep  in  the 
.Wintry  thousands  of  men  who  have  not, 
plod  can  never  have,  as  much  land  ;  but 
rvho,  on  account  of  the  circumstances  of 
Jfceir  position,  have  to  make  then*  living 
fiy  working  for    others.     If    that    in- 
1  dividual,  by  his  frugality  and  industry, 
jpfcinto  the  position  that   he  could   get 
jilto  possession  of  five  acres  of  land  on 
which  to  make  a  permanent  home  for  his 
[wife  and  his  children,  and  hiring  out  his 
Jabour  to  the  neighbouring  farmers,  why 
jhoold  a  disability  be  put  upon  this  ser- 
vice man,  that  he  should  not  be  allowed 
■to erect  his  little  house  upon  these  five 
acres  of  land  ?     Why  should  I  be  told, 
because    I   am  placed   in  circumstances 
in  which  I  cannot  stock  or  purchase  25 
acres  of  land,  that  my  wife  and  family 
■are  never  to  have  a  home  ?     Why,  these 
ire  the  disadvantages  that  send  the  hire 
danes  into  the  city.      The  right    lion. 
Gentleman  knows  Scotland,  and  he  can- 
not  be  ignorant  of  the  fact  that  there  is 
-A  great  deal  of  dissatisfaction  there,  from 
therircumstances  that,  in  order  to  get  those 
-homes,  the  people  have  to  congregate 
ii  the  villages  in  the  country.     What  we 
Want  is  to  give  a  comprehensive  scheme, 
fc>  give  the  allotments  and  small  holdings 
in  the  district  where  the  labourer  exists. 
He  right  hon.  Gentleman  says,  "  You 
Aall  not  have  a  home  there."      He  ex- 
dudes  the  labourer  under  a  value  of  £25. 
I  hope,  under    these  circumstances,  the 
light   hon.   Gentleman   will    reconsider 
fe,  because,  if  I  understand  these  con- 
ditions, I  may  at  all  events  press  this  point 
Upon  him,  that  no  harm   could    result 
to  anybody  by  the  industrial  labourer 
Gilding  his  house  on   any   number  of 
*cree,  or  even  on  half  an  acre,  if  he  can 
4)  it.     I  hope    before  the  Government 
tomes  to  any  settled  conclusion  on  this 
subject  they  will  give  this  matter  some 
more  consideration,  and  I    assure    the 
Bght  hon.  Gentleman  that  it  is  one  of 
▼«y  great  importance,  and  one  of  very 
gfeat  interest  to  the  constituency  which 
I  have  the  honour  to  represent.     Unlike 
the  right  hon.  Member  for  the  Bordesley 
Kvisionrwho  says  he    wishes  that  the 
Bill   may   fructify  and    grow,  I  am   a 
practical  politician,  and  therefore  I  wish 
Ihat  something  will  accrue  the  very  year 
ifter  the  Act  of  Parliament  is  passed. 
We   have  been    waiting   to  see    some 


justice  done  to  Ireland,  and  though 
very  little  has  been  done,  something  has 
been  done  with  regard  to  the  agricultural 
question.  But  nothing  has  been  done 
tor  Scotland.  We  waited  to  see  England 
get  an  Allotments  Bill,  and  afterwards 
a  compulsory  Allotments  Bill.  If 
you  want  to  preserve  the  unity  of  the 
Empire,  and  if  you  do  not  want  to  hasten 
Home  Rule,  i  ask  you  to  mete  out  equal 
justice  to  all  paits  of  Her  Majesty's 
Dominions. 

*(9.5.)  Mr.  BROOKFIELD  (Sussex, 
Rye) :  I  desire  with  very  great  sincerity 
to  associate  myself  with  the  congratula- 
tions that  have  been  bestowed  upon  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  for  having  formu- 
lated this  very  businesslike  and  com- 
prehensive scheme.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  spoke  of  restoring  the  old 
yeoman  to  his  place  upon  the  soil.  But 
the  "  old  yeoman  "  is  a  thing  of  the  past, 
and  I  much  fear  we  shall  never  see  him 
again.  He  disappeared  chiefly  through 
his  improvidence.  He  was  not  at 
all  a  thrifty  person,  though  his 
social  habits  did  obtain  for  him 
a  certain  amount  of  popularity,  but 
as  this  measure  is  to  bring  about  a  social 
rather  than  an  economic  change,  I  hope  it 
will  not  restore  that  unthrifty  personage. 
Although  in  regard  to  general  agricul- 
tural sentiments  I  quite  agree  with  the 
Minister  for  Agriculture,  I  entirely 
agree  with  the  Member  for  the  Bordesley 
Division  that  it  will  be  a  mistake, 
however  desirable  the  sentiment  may 
be,  to  place  these  small  holders  in 
the  position  of  absolute  freeholders,  and 
so  enable  them,  as  in  the  case  of  the 
"  old  yeoman,"  to  have  recourse  to  the 
nearest  solicitor  to  mortgage  their  land 
to  him.  With  regard  to  what  has 
fallen  from  my  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Kirkcudbright,  I  think, 
Sir,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that 
farming  on  a  large  scale  will  not 
pay,  that  fruit  culture  and  simi- 
lar agricultural  industries  will,  espe- 
cially if  the  small  holding  is  in  any 
way  near  a  large  town.  If  there  is  no 
market  near,  you  had  better  abandon  the 
idea  that  Parliament  can  make  farming 
of  any  sort  pay.  Great  stress  has  been 
laid  upon  the  word  "  compulsion/  which 
is  a  favourite  word  with  the  friends  of 
liberty  in  this  House.  They  seem  unable 
to  understand  how  it  can  be  possible  to 
make  anyone  happy,  except  at  the 
expense     of     somebody    else.      I   hope, 
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however,     that     what     ha*     been    said 
the    course     of     this    Debate     will 


m 


strengthen  the  feeling  of  the  House 
not  to  have  compulsion  if  they  can  avoid 
it.  There  is  one  point  which  I  did  not 
catch  in  the  statement  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman.  I  understood  him 
to  say  that  the  Local  Authority  might 
provide  buildings  for  which  the  small 
holder  is  to  pay — I  hope  on  easy  terms. 
I  congratulate  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
on  the  Bill  he  has  introduced,  and  I  hope 
it  will  be  pressed  forward  and  become 
law  without  undue  delay. 
-(9.9.)  Mr.  MUNRO  FERGUSON 
(Leith.  etc.) :  In  the  lucid  speech  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  there  was 
only  one  omission,  and  that  was  in 
relation  to  the  question  as  to  whether 
this  measure  is  or  is  not  to  extend 
North  of  the  Tweed.  I  learned  after- 
wards it  was  to  extend  to  Scotland,  and 
there  is  a  special  point  on  which  the  exten- 
sion should  be  supported.  Scotland,  as  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  knows,  is  divided 
into  two  portions,  which  are  cultivated 
on  very  different  systems.  The  Northern 
part  and  the  Western  part  are  already 
under  legislation  different  from  that 
known  in  any  other  part  of  Great 
Britain,  and  some  provisions  have  al- 
ready been  made  with  regard  to  the 
extension  of  holdings  there  which  involve 
the  application  of  a  system  of  compulsory 
leasing.  There  are  very  stringent  pro- 
visions in  the  Crofters'  Act,  and  there  is 
a  considerable  demand  for  an  extension 
of  holdings.  If  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man introduces  too  many  limitations  in 
his  Bill  its  results  will  not  be  so  large  as 
are  expected  or  required.  In  the  High- 
land area  the  rent  received  fi-om  the  soil 
is  exceedingly  small,  and  does  not,  in 
many  eases,  represent  the  outlay  on  the 
buildings  and  improvements.  Proprie- 
tors can  hardly  undertake  the  creation 
of  small  holdings,  the  burden  is  so  great. 
The  only  way  it  can  be  done  is 
either  through  some  national  authority, 
or  some  local  authority,  such  as  that 
to  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
gives  scope  for  work  under  his  Bill. 
Until  the  local  authoritv  is  allowed  to 
embark  on  the  creation  of  a  peasant 
proprietary  on  a  considerable  scale,  very 
little  will  be  done  to  meet  the  land 
question,  which  has  assumed  great  pro- 
portions in  the  Highlands.  There  is 
great  difficulty  in  fixing  the  area 
to  which  agrarian  legislation  should 
Mr.  Brookfield 


apply.  I  think  the  land  que*ti<in 
in  the  Highlands  should  be  dealt  with 
by  the  County  Councils  or  local  authori- 
ties, provided  you  make  the  Dowel's  of 
these  local  Ixxlies  sufficiently  coinpie- 
hensive.  The  hon.  Member  for  Alwr- 
deen  mentioned  a  point  as  to  the  size  yf 
the  holdings  on  which  houses  may  be 
erected.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  know 
that  there  are  comparatively  few  holdings 
of  £25  in  the  Highlands,  and  unless  then 
is  to  be  a  prohibition  of  extending  the 
Crofter  areas,  this  ,£25  limit  of  annual 
value  will  have  to  be  altered,  for  other- 
wise the  Bill  will  \ye  inoperative,  in  >o 
far  as  the  poorer  parts  of  Scotland  aw 
concerned 
*(9.15.)  Colonel  EDWIN  HUGHES 
(Woolwich) :  I  desire  to  ask  a  question 
and  to  make  a  suggestion.  First,  I 
would  ask  whv  the  Allotments  Acts 
do  not  apply  to  London?  There 
are  a  number  of  parishes  on  the  edge  of 
the  County  of  London.  There  is  Eltbaai 
with  3,000  acres,  and  Plumstead  with 
3,000  acres,  only  500  acres  of  which  are 
covered  with  buildings.  In  all  thwe 
cases,  those  who  want  allotments  can 
only  get  them  at  a  very  high  price 
indeed.  I  do  not  see  why  the 
County  of  London  should  be  ex- 
cluded from  the  provisions  of  the 
Acts.  There  are  many  lalxmring  men 
at  Eltham  and  Plumstead  who  would  he 
glad  of  the  opportunity  of  getting  allot- 
ments to  occupy  themselves  with  during 
their  spare  hours.  Another  anomaly  is» 
that  by  the  Public  Health  Act  of  1891 
Woolwich  was  placed  under  the  Public 
Health  Act  of  1875,  and  has  now  become 
an  Urban  Saiiitarv  Authority.  Conse- 
qnently,  Woolwich  will  l>e  the  only 
paiish  in  the  Metropolis  under  preset 
circumstances  for  which  it  will  be  ne- 
cessary to  appoint  a  Committee  to  ad 
nude/ the  Allotments  Acts.  If  this  eon 
dition  of  things  remains  unaltered 
jealousy  will  be  excited  among  th« 
people  on  both  sides  of  Woolwich 
which  will  have  special  advantages  th» 
were  surely  not  intended  by  th 
f miners  of  the  Allotments  Acts.  Takin 
London  as  a  whole,  I  admit  there  i>  n< 
much  scope  for  agricultuial  farms  < 
allotments,  but  so  far  as  thei-e  is  sco] 
I  do  not  see  any  reason  why  these  peop 
should  not  have  the  advantages  of  tl 
Allotments  Acts  and  of  this  Bill,  seeii 
that  they  are  responsible  as  taxpayers  f 
the  working  of  the  scheme.     I  hope  tl 
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right  hon.  Gentleman  will  see  that  then; 
is  no  ground  for  jealousy  as  between  one 
Metropolitan  "parish  and  another,  and 
that  he  will  make  all  the  Metropolitan 
areas  alike. 

(9.18.)  Mr.  F.  S.  STEVENSON 
(Suffolk,  Eye):  Although  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  in  introducing  the 
Bill  made  an  extremely  lucid  speech, 
there  are  one  or  two  points  that  are 
still  somewhat  obscure.  In  the  first 
place,  as  regards  the  financial  aspect  of 
the  question,  it  is  not  evident  from  what 
source  the  money  is  to  come  which  is 
to  be  used  by  the  County  Council  for 
putting  up  buildings — whether  it  is  to 
come  out  of  the  pockets  of  those  who  are 
set  up  as  cultivators,  or  out  of  the  money 
the  Council  will  be  able  to  borrow.  The 
second  point  is  whether  the  interest  of  3^ 
percent,  to  be  paid  by  the  County  Council 
to  the  Government  is  not  only  to  include 
the  payment  of  interest,  but  is  also  to 
act  as  a  sinking  fund,  and  to  include  the 
gradual  re-payment  of  the  capital  sum. 
These  are  two  points  I  hope  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  will  make  clear.  It 
seems  to  me  that  the  criticisms  of  this 
measure  will  crystallize  round  four  prin- 
cipal points.  The  first  point  is  the 
absence  of  the  recognition  of  the  prin- 
ciple of  compulsion  which  might  be 
brought  to  bear  on  those  unwilling  to 
sell  their  land.  There  are  cases,  especially 
in  regard  to  settled  estates,  where  the 
principle  of  compulsion  will  be  absolutely 
essential  to  the  successful  working  of  this 
Act.  The  second  point  is  that  of  the  area. 
The  County  Council  is  too  large  for  the 
purpose  of  settling  the  holdings  under 
this  Act,  and  if  it  is  possible  to  secure  a 
local  Committee  of  the  County  Council 
and  the  allotment  managers  under  the 
Allotments  Act,  surely  it  might  be  pos- 
sible to  arrange  for  a  Committee,  consist- 
ing partly  of  members  of  the  County 
Council  and  partly  of  representatives  of 
the  different  parishes,  who  might  take 
*teps  under  this  scheme  for  the  manage- 
ment and  for  the  provision  of  small 
holdings.  The  third  point  is  the  prin- 
ciple of  compulsory  leasing,  which  I  do 
not  think  is  open  to  the  objections  stated 
against  it  by  the  right  hon.Gentleman.  The 
principle  is  by  no  means  novel.  It  was 
introduced  in  the  Scotch  Crofters'  Act  of 
1886  by  the  Member  for  Bridgeton,  it 
finds  a  place  in  the  Irish  Labourers' 
Act,  and  it  is  difficult  to  see  why  it  should 
not  have  application  to  England,  seeing 


it  would  facilitate  the  action  of  the 
county  in  letting  land  to  applicants. 
The  fourth  point  is  that  of  price.  It  is 
not  clear  whether  there  is  in  the  Bill  any 
provision  that  the  land  purchased  by  the 
County  Council  for  the  purpose  of  small 
holdings  is  to  be  purchased  at  a  fair 
price.  Not  only  is  it  desirable  that  there 
should  be  provision  as  to  fair  price,  but  it 
should  be  stated  on  what  principle  the 
words  "  fair  price  "  were  used — in  short, 
what  constituted  a  fair  price.  My  hon. 
Friends  the  Members  for  Haddington 
and  Bordesley  have  raised  the  question 
of  the  perpetual  municipal  control  of 
these  holdings.  I  have  no  essential  ob- 
jection to  municipal  control,  nor  do  I 
object  to  the  levying  of  a  small  quit  rent 
in  perpetuity  as  a  sign  and  symbol  of 
that  control.  At  the  same  time,  if  any 
scheme  of  this  kind  is  to  succeed,  it  is 
most  desirable  that  those  who  buy  should 
have  the  best  means  of  turning  their 
capital,  their  energy,  and  their  industry 
to  the  best  possible  account,  and  they 
will  only  be  able  to  do  that  if  they  can 
do  what  they  like -with  their  own,  and  if 
they  are  not  liable  to  arbitrary  inter- 
ference on  the  part  of  any  body  or  indi- 
vidual. With  this  reservation,  I  agree 
with  the  observations  of  my  hon.  Friends 
the  Membei-s  for  Haddington  and  Bord- 
esley with  respect  to  this  point. 

Mr.  CHAPLIN  :  I  have  to  thank  hon. 
Gentlemen  for  the  manner  in  which  they 
have  received  this  Bill.  I  have  no  reason 
to  be  dissatisfied ;  on  the  contrary,  I 
have  every  reason  to  be  pleased  with 
the  mode  in  which  it  has  been 
accepted,  subject  to  certain  reservations 
made  by  Members  sitting  on  both  sides. 
As  regards  the  qu&stion  of  compulsion,  I 
do  not  think  I  need  say  anything  further, 
as  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  will  have 
opportunities  of  expressing  their  opinions 
at  a  later  stage  upon  it.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Derby  took 
exception,  as  had  likewise  been  done  by 
other  speakers,  to  the  County  Councils 
as  not  being  the  most  appropriate  body 
for  cairying  out  the  provisions  of  this 
Bill .  If  not  the  Comity  Councils,  I  want 
to  know  what  body  is  more  appropriate  ? 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  said  that  unless 
the  Parish  Authority  was  to  have  control 
there  could  not  possibly  be  any  life  in  it. 
There  is  one  reason  which  I  think  is  con- 
clusive against  the  Parish  Councils,  and 
that  is,  that  this  borrowing  power  of  the 
parish  at  the  limit  fixed  would  be  abso- 
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lutely  inadequate,  and  that  it  would  not 
be  possible  for  them  to  conduct  opera- 
tions   of  so  large    a   magnitude     as   is 
contemplated    by   the    Bill.     Then    the 
right   hon.   Gentleman   refeired   to   the 
question  of  land  being  hired  as   well  as 
the  power  of  purchase.     He  quoted  the 
Allotments  Act  as  an  instance  in  favour 
of  his  argument.      But  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman   forgot  that   in   the   case  of 
allotments  they  are  only  let  by  the  Local 
Authorities  to  the  occupiers,  and  are  not 
sold,  whereas,  in  this  Bill,  one  of  the  main 
objects  we  have  in  view  is  to  sell  them, 
and  thus  to  create  an  addition  to  the 
number  of  owners  of  land.     A  great  deal 
has  been  said  with  regard  to  the  limita- 
tion which  I  pointed  out  was  placed  on 
the    erection    of    dwelling-houses    upon 
holdings  which  did  not  exceed  the  annual 
value   of   .£25.       Well,  Sir,    I   am   not 
pledged  to  that,  and  I  am  quite  ready  to 
consider  any  reasonable  suggestion  on  that 
point.     But  I  would  put  this  question 
across  the  Table.    Is  there  to  l>e  no  limit 
at  all  ?     Because  that   is   the  argument 
which  I  understand  was   used  by  some 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite,  notably,  by  the 
.Member  for  Aberdeenshire,  who  asked 
why   a   man   should  not   l>e  allowed  to 
build  on  an  acre  or  half -an -acre  of  land. 
I  am  quite  ready  to  consider  the  question 
of  the  alteration  of  the  pi-esent  limit,  but 
I  repeat  that  I  am  totally  adverse  to  any 
proposal  to  allow  people  to  erect  build- 
ings all  over  the  country  on  half-acres 
of  ground  ;  and  I  cannot  conceive  how  the 
House  could   agree  to  such  a  proposal. 
I  pointed  out  at  the  time  that  as  regards 
these  smaller  allotments  they  were  de- 
signed to  meet  purely  local  requirements, 
and  that  being  so,  it  is  not  unreasonable 
to  presume  that  in  a   great  number  of 
cases  the  persons  to  whom  they  are  let. 
or  sold  will  be  in  possession  of  houses  in 
which  thev  reside  already.     But  l>oth  in 
regard   to   this   class   of    holdings    and 
others,  hon.  Meml>ers  must  also  remem- 
ber this :  that  in  the  course  of  vears  the 
instalments  will  be  }>aid  ;  and   whenever 
the  purchase  money  has  l>een  cleared  off, 
thev  will  l>e  free  to  do  with  their  hold- 
ings  exactly  as  they  please.  The  Member 
for  Haddingtonshire  referred   to  some- 
thing I  said  in  reference  to  the  extrava- 
gant prices  which    had  l>een    given    in 
former  days  for  some  of  the  small  hold- 
ings   in  Lincolnshire,   to    which  I  had 
refeired  ;  and  he  .seemed  to  find  in  this 
statement  the  argument  that  compulsion 
Mr.  Chaplin 


was  all  the  more  necessary.     But  if  1 
gathered  anything  from  the  argument  oi 
the  hon.  Member  at  all,  it  was  this :  that 
compulsion,  according  to  him,  was  to  be 
used,  and  used  solely  for  this  purpose— 
namely,  that  the  land  might  be  taken  at 
a  value  which  was  considerably  less  than 
it   was  worth.     That   is  an  opinion  in 
which   I  cannot  for  a  moment  coincide. 
Sir,  it  has  also  been  urged  by  many  hon. 
Members  on  that  side  of  the  House  that 
some  provision  should  be  made  in  thi* 
Bill  by  which  a  certain  amount  of  bene- 
fit, at  all  events,  should  be  reserved  to 
the   Local   Authorities,   who,   I   under- 
stood them  to  desire,  should  for  all  time  to 
come     have   some    permanent    interest 
in    the     property    which  they  acquire. 
Well,  I  own  that  in  preparing  this  Bill, 
the  object  I  had  in  view  has  been  rather 
to  consider  the  benefit  of    the    people 
who  are  to  occupy  these  holdings  instead 
of  the  benefit  of  the  Local  Authorities. 
Although  I  am  quite  willing  to  listen  to 
anything  that  may  be  urged  upon  that 
point  —  and   I    think    there    are  some 
matters  connected  with  it  of  considerable 
importance — I  must  say  that  my  views 
still   incline  chiefly    in    that    direction. 
Then  my  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
the   Bordesley   Division   criticised,  in  * 
friendly  spirit,  the  amount  of  the  pur- 
chase  money  which    the   Bill   require* 
to  be  paid  down,  and  he  hopes  that  I 
may  consider  the  propriety  of  relaxing* 
to  some  extent,  that  provision.     On  that* 
again,  I  say  that,  although  I  think  myself 
that  that  proliably  is  the  limit  at  whkh 
it  could  best,  or  most  properly  be  placed, 
still  that  is  not  a  matter  of  principle,  and 
it  is  one  on  which  I  am  open  to  argfr 
ment.     He  also  called  attention  to  the 
great  dangers,  to  the  probable  and  future 
success  of  this  system  which  might  ari* 
from  the  action  of    money-lenders,  and 
from  the  evils  of  sub-division  and  sub- 
letting.    But  although  I  do  not  pledge 
myself  to  the  provisions  of  the  Bill,  I  at* 
strongly  under  the  impression  that  when 
he  sees  the  measure,,  he  will  find  that  aJ 
these  dangers  are  already  guarded  against 
If  they  are  not,  I  quite  recognise  the  im- 
portance of  the  subjects  to  which  he  hai 
called  my  attention,  and  I  shall  be  quit* 
ready  to  consider  them.      Then  the  hon 
Member  for  Essex,  sitting   behind   me 
asked    how    the    selection    was    to  b 
made   if   there   were    to    be    an    enoi 
mous      demand     for      these     holding* 
Well,  I  am  rather  glad  to  find  that  h< 
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cakes  so  hopeful  a  view  of  the  operation 
of  the  BUI,  and  I  think  it  will  be  time  to 
consider  what  arrangements  are  to  be 
made  for  such  contingencies  when  they 
arise;  but,  under  the  circumstances,  it 
seems  to  me  that  it  is  a  matter  which 
nay  well  be  left  to  the  discretion  and  the 
judgment  of  the  County  Council,  which 
is  composed  of  men  of  business  perfectly 
competent  to  deal  with  all  matters  of 
that  kind  as  they  arise.  The  Member 
far  Merionethshire  called  attention  to 
the  small  holdings  in  Wales  which  are 
connected  with  large  grazing  areas  and 
m  mountain  districts  of  the  country ;  and 
ke  desired  me  specially  to  direct  my 
Attention  to  those  points,  which  I  shall 
be  exceedingly  glad  to  do.  But  the  hon. 
Gentleman  spoke  also  of  the  enormous 
risks  to  the  Local  Authorities  which  will 
be  incurred  under  the  provisions  of  this 
Bfll .  I  cannot  agree  with  him  upon  that 
point  at  all.  I  am  not  aware  of  the 
enormous  risks  which,  under  any  cir- 
cumstances, the  Local  Authority  would 
be  called  upon  to  encounter ;  and  indeed, 
if  I  were  of  that  opinion,  I  should  not 
We  felt  myself  justified  in  proposing 
any  measure  which  would  possibly  have 
that  effect.  Nor  do  I  think  that  he  has 
toy  reasonable  ground  for  the  supposi- 
tion. I  take  Clause  11  of  the  Bill, 
tod  I  find  that  that  clause  provides  that 
the  County  Council  shall  not  acquire 
had  under  this  Act  save  at  such  price 
ttat,  in   the  opinion  of  the  Council,  all 

2anses  incurred  by  the  Council  in 
tion  to  land  will  be  recouped  out  of 
tbe  purchase  money  of  the  land  sold 
by  the  Council,  or,  in  the  case  of 
knd  let,  out  of  the  rent ;  and  they  shall 
fa  the  purcha.se  money  or  the  rent  at 
*uch  reasonable  amount  as  will,  in  their 
opinion,  guard  them  against  loss.  Well, 
I  think  that  is  a  reasonable  provision, 
tod  one  which  ought  to  have  the  effect 
which  it  is  intended  to  have,  of  relieving 
the  County  Council  of  the  enormous 
risk. 

Mr.  T.  ELLIS:  They  must  accept 
the  risk  of  the  price. 

Mb.  CHAPLIN  :  Of  course  they  must 
bay  the  land  by  agreement,  and  must 
take  it  at  the  market  value.  It  will  be 
open  to  them  to  buy  as  it  will  be  for  me 
to  sell,  and  I  hope  that  in  some  circum- 
stances I  myself  will  be  able  to  sell  some 
land  for  holdings  at  a  price  which  will 
1  be  mutually  agreeable  to  the  purchaser 

VOL.   I.  [new  series.] 


and  to  myself.  The  Member  for  Kirk- 
cudbright asked  me  if  the  Bill  would 
apply  to  the  two  countries.  Yes,  Sir  ; 
the  Bill  applies  to  Scotland  as  well  as  to 
England ;  and  I  am  glad  to  think  that 
that  proposal  meets  with  the  favour  of 
the  numerous  Members  representing 
Scotland  who  have  taken  part  in  the  De- 
bate to-night. 

Mr.  A.  SUTHERLAND :  Does  it 
apply  to  Scotland  without  any  exception 
whatever  ? 

Mr.      CHAPLIN:      Yes,      without 

exception.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  Great  Grimsby 
spoke  of  a  perpetual  quit-rent.  That 
is  a  subject  which  has  received  the 
support  of  many  other  Members  ;   and 

he  made  proposals  to  me  which  would 
have  the  effect,  to  some  extent  at  all 
all  events,  of  varying  the  provisions  under 
which,  as  at  present  in  the  Bill,  the 
purchase  money  is  to  be  paid.  I  own 
that,  so  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  con- 
sider the  matter  up  to  the  present,  I 
prefer  the  provisions  in  the  Bill  to  the 
provisions  he  has  suggested.  But  I 
entirely  agree  with  him  as  to  the 
inexpediency  of  lending  money  to  the 
purchaser  for  the  purpose  of  making 
buildings.  The  hon.  Member  for.  Scar- 
borough and  the  hon.  Member  for 
Greenwich  referred  to  Councils  of 
boroughs;  and  they  expressed  some 
apprehension  that,  in  the  first  place,  the 
Borough  Council  would  be  overridden 
by  the  County  Council ;  and  I  think  I 
understood  the  hon.  Member  to  com- 
plain that  the  County  of  London  was 
entirely  excluded  from  the  operation  of 
the  Bill.  As  far  as  I  understand  the 
measure  myself,  that  is  not  the  case. 
The  1st  clause  provides  that  "  if  the 
Council  of  any  county  are  of  opinion 
that  there  is  a  demand  for  small  hold- 
ings," ifec,  they  may  proceed  to  put  the 
Bill  in  operation  ;  and  the  definitions  of 
the  Bill  provide  this:  that  the  expression 
"  County  Council "  shall  include  the 
Council  of  a  county  borough ;  and 
therefore,  I  think  these  fears  will  be 
allayed.  Now,  Sir,  I  think  I  have  dealt 
with  most  of  the  observations  which  have 
been  made  in  the  course  of  this  Debate. 

Mr.  ESSLEMONT :  What  about  the 
question  of  the  rate  ? 

Mr.  CHAPLIN :  I  am  afraid  I  quite 
forget  what  the  question  was. 
2  Q 
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Mr.  ESSLEMONT :  My  question  was  be  virtually  non-existent,  and  placed  er 

whether  this  Bill  would  stereotype  the  tirely  under  the  County  Councils, 

rate,    according    to    the    Scotch    Local  Mr.  CHAPLIN :  Yes,  Sir. 

Government  Bill,  by  dividing  it  between  Motion  agreed  to. 

the    occupier    and    the    proprietor,    or  Bill   ordered   to    be   brought  in  b 

whether  it  would  fall   entirely  on   the  Mr.   Chaplin,  Mr.  Balfour,  Mr.  Chai 

proprietor.  cellor  of  the  Exchequer,   Sir  Micha 

Mr.    CHAPLIN :     I    apprehend    it  Hicks-Beach,  and  Mr.  Long, 

will  follow  what  is  the  custom  in  Scot-  Bill  presented,  and  read  first  timi 

land.  [Bill  183.] 

Sir  C.  J.  PEARSON  :  Yes. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  Hear,  hear !  NATIONAL  EDUCATION  (IRELAND) 

Mr.  CHAPLIN  :  The  point  ought  to  BILL- 

have  attracted  my  attention  more  closely  motion  for  leave. 

perhaps,  but  I  think  it  is  exactly  as  my  *The    CHIEF      SECRETARY    fc 

light  hon.  Friends  have  stated,  that  in  J™^  <^  ^CKK«rf  Leeds,  N. 

„    x1      ,  .,     .,il       j-  -j  j      j.     r  ii  Mr.  Speaker,  in  asking  leave  to  intr 

Scotland  it  will  be  a  divided  rate,  follow-  duce    ^    Bm    for    ^^    ^  fl 

ing  the  practice  which   is    usual  there.  qiiestion  of  education  in  Ireland,  1  nu 

Well,  Sir,  in  regard  to  any  other  ques-  perhaps  be  allowed  to  refer  very  short 

tions  which  may  have  been  raised  in  the  to  the  circumstances  in  which  we  fin 

course  of  this  discussion,  some  of  which  ourselves,  and  which  cause  us  to  have  i 

it  is  quite  possible  I  have  omitted,  I  can  deal  with  this  question  of  education.  Tl 

only   say  that   before  we  proceed  to  a  House  is  aware  that  last  year  a  grant  < 

further    stage   of  this  Bill,  they  shall  money  was  made,  the  result  of  which  hi 

receive,   one  and   all,   my  careful    con-  been   practically  the    freeing    of   edi 

sideration ;  and,  to  some  extent  I  have  cation      in      England     and     Scotlaw 

no  doubt,  I  may  be   able  to   meet   the  Following  that  grant    there  has  bee 

views  of  hon.  Members.  placed   at    the    disposal   of    Ireland  j 

Mr.     JESSE     COLLINGS  :     What  sum  which  1  may  call,  for  the  purpose  o 

about   confining  the   buildings  on    the  shortness,  the  equivalent  grant  lor  Ire 

small  holdings  to  people   who  actually  land  5  and  this»  therefore,  seems  to  m< 

live  in  the  locality  ?  an  opportunity  for  attempting  to  dee 

^••nCnAP^N:    Ye8;   ^l-  8°-  ^inlT'^T^X^lZ 

The  Bill  provides  at   present   that  the  tion  ^  Ireland  on  a  broader  and,  I  hopj 

small  holdings  are  to  be   purchased   by  a  more  efficient  basis.     Sir,  the  House  i 

the  County  Council    for  the   labouring  aware  that  the  question  of  education  i 

population  in  the    county,  and  for  per-  Ireland  is  one  in  which  the  Irish  peopl 

sons  who  are  resident  in  the  county,  and  take    a    verv    &*»*  »*&  a    very  dee 

who   desire  themselves   to    cultivate    a  interest.      For    a    long    time,    in  faC 

holding.     But  that  is  a   matter    I  will  Ireland     made    more     progress    in  1 

take  into  consideration,  and  upon  which  educational  machinery,  at  one  period  < 

I  should  be  sorry  to  commit  myself  at  its  history,   than  this    country.    Sin< 

present.  1831,    when    the    National     Educate 

Mr.  F.S.STEVENSON:  Wffl  the  right  Commissioners  were  established  we  htf 

hon.  Gentleman  sav  where  the  money  to  £een  "^ed  to  the  National  Educat* 

provide  buildings  is  to  come  from  ?  Commissioners  for  very  great  and  ve 

-»r     nn  a  TiTTXT     t  it  •  i    x  i  valuable  services  ;  and  I  would  desire 

Mb  CHAPLIN:  I  think  I  have  ex-  teke  this  opportunity  of  expressing  i 

plained  tlie  intentions  of  the  Government  gense  of    jj^,^  of   &«  J^j 

with  regard  to  buildings  in  the  opening  work  which  ^  heak  done  b    that  ^ 

statement  I  made    The  adaptation  of _the  a    hody  almogt    uni         fa/fc^ni 

buddings^  in  the  Bill  will  be  included  as  ^ing  ;  hoi    which  ^       dg  entirel     , 

part  of  the  purchase  money.  itg  rewftrd  'upon  itg   ^  ron8cien't{c 

Me.  ROWNTREE :  I  am  sorry  that  conviction  of  duty  discharged,  a  bo 

my  question  was  not  clear,  but  I  asked  which  has  won  the  respect  of  all  the 

whether  the  non-county  boroughs  were  to  who  have  been  brought  into  contact  wi 
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it,  and  which,   in   another  degree,   has 
set,  I  think,  a  great  example,  an  example 
of  great  encouragement— I   mean    the 
fact  that  we  have  there  a  body,  differing 
it  may  be  in  political  principles,  differing 
sharply — it  is  the  fact — in  their  religious 
principles ;  and  yet,  so  far   as  I  know, 
there  has  never  been  any  occasion  on 
which  difficulties  have  arisen  either  from 
politics  or  from  religion  in    connection 
with   that      important    administration. 
This,  Sir,  I  think  is  a  very  encouraging 
feature,  and  one  which   redounds   very 
much  to  the  credit  of  the  body  of  the 
Commissioners,     whom      we     call     the 
National  Educational  Commissioners  of 
Ireland.     They    have    carried   on  their 
duties  under  great  difficulties  sometimes. 
They  have  had  great  difficulties  to  con- 
tend with  ;  or  rather,  perhaps,  I  might 
say,  they  have  not  had  the  great  advan- 
tages which  have  been  possessed  by  those 
who  have  had  to  discharge   the    duties 
connected  with  education  either  in  this 
country  or  in  Scotland.     Since  the  year 
1872     the    average   attendance    in    the 
national   schools  in    Ireland   has  shown 
I  steady  and  continuous  increase.     This 
may  be  due  partly  to  the  fact  that  at 
ihat  time  there  was  introduced  a  system 
vhich  gave  to  the  teachers  some  interest 
n  the  results  of  their  work.     Be  that 
18  it  may,  I    want    to  press  this  point 
ipon  the  attention  of  the  House :  that 
ill  1872  practically   the  average  attend- 
iiice    in    Ireland,   compared   with    the 
population   of    Ireland,    ran   neck   and 
neck   with   the   average   attendance   in 
England.      Since   that    time,    notwith- 
standing a  oUniinishing  population,  the 
average  attendance  in  the  Irish  national 
schools  has  shown  a  gradual  and  almost 
continuous   increase.     I    may    give  the 
House  just  three  or  four  figures  which 
show  the  position.     In  1872  the  number 
of  children  in  average  attendance   was 
355,000,  leaving  out  the    odd  figures; 
in  1876  it  was  416,000  ;  in  1880  it  was 
468,000 ;  and  in  1890  it  was  489,000. 
Taken,  as  I  say,  in  conjunction  with  the 
fact  that  during  this  period  there  has 
been  a    diminishing    population,    these 
remits  are  not   entirely  unsatisfactory, 
especially  when  we  bear  in  mind — and  I 
ask  leave  to  point  this  out  to  the  House 
—that  the  conditions  of  the  systems  in 
Ireland  and   in   England   are   not    the 
same.    There  is  a  considerable  difference 
in  the  systems.      In  England  the  unit 


with  which  the  English  Educational 
Department  has  to  deal  is  rather  the 
Local  Authority.  Practically,  the  English 
Department  deals  only  with  the  ques- 
tions of  inspection  and  of  certificates.  In 
Ireland  the  relations  of  the  State  to 
education  are  very  different.  The  Edu- 
cation Commissioners  in  Ireland  not 
only  deal  with  the  individual  schools, 
but  they  regulate  and  fix  the  salaries  of 
the  various  classes  of  teachers  in  these 
schools  ;  and,  therefore,  they  have  a  far 
larger  responsibility  as  regards  the  ques- 
tion of  education  generally  than  has  the 
Education  Department  in  this  country. 
I  need  not  remind  the  House  that, 
whilst  speaking  roundly,  the  State  con- 
tributes in  England  and  Scotland  about 
two-fifths  of  the  cost  of  education  ;  the 
State  contributes  in  Ireland  about  four- 
fifths  of  the  cost  of  education.  In  Ire- 
land the  remuneration  of  the  teachere 
is,  as  I  have  said,  fixed  by  the  Educa- 
tion Commissioners,  and  they  are 
brought,  therefore,  more  directly  in  con- 
tact with  the  individual  teachers  and  the 
individual  schools.  There  is,  again, 
another  point  to  which  I  must  make 
reference  in  passing ;  and  that  is,  that 
the  question  of  religion  in  Ireland 
has  a  very  considerable  influence  on 
the  question  of  education.  It  is  tru  e 
that  the  system  in  Ireland  was  planned 
and  intended  to  provide  for  and  to  pro- 
mote what  has  been  called  "combined 
secular  and  separate  religious  instruc- 
tion" But  it  is  also  true  that  by  the 
continuous  efforts,  both  of  the  Protes- 
tants and  of  the  Eoman  Catholics,  there 
has  been  the  gradual  growth  of  un- 
mixed schools  ;  and  the  result  is  that  we 
have  in  Ireland  what  almost  amounts 
practically  to  a  system  of  denominational 
education. 

An  hon.  Member  :  Hear,  hear  ! 

*Mr.  JACKSON:  I  know  my  hon. 
Friend  wishes — I  will  not  say  believes — 
that  that  was  not  the  fact.  But  my  hon. 
Friend  knows  that  this  tendency  has 
been  growing,  and  not  from  one  side 
only  but  from  both  sides.  There  has 
been  an  increasing  disposition,  both  on 
the  part  of  the  Roman  Catholics  and  of 
the  Protestants,  to  provide  separate 
schools  wherever  they  had  a  number  of 
children  sufficient  to  enable  them  to  ask 
2  Q  2 
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for  a  separate  school  to  be  provided. 
Speaking  personally,  and  expressing  only 
my  own  individual  opinion,  I  regret  that 
such  should  be  the  fact.  I  believe  that 
the  mixed  schools  have  been  of  great 
service.  The  example  that  I  have  just 
quoted — of  the  l>odyof  Educational  Com- 
missioners themselves — of  the  good  service 
they  have  performed  in  Ireland,  leads 
me  to  the  conclusion,  along  with  other 
circumstances  which  have  come  to  my 
knowledge,  that  it  would  l>e  to  the  ad- 
vantage of  Ireland,  it  would  be  to 
the  advantage  of  both  Parties  and 
of  both  denominations,  that  they  should 
be  brought  together  in  contact  as  much 
as  possible,  and,  by  experience,  taught 
that  they  could  live  and  work  together, 
each  of  them  rendering  good  service  to 
the  State.  I  come  now  to  a  point  of 
still  greater  importance,  and  that  is  the 
question  of  attendance  at  the  schools. 
I  need  not  remind  the  House  that  in 
1870,  when  the  Education  Act  was 
passed  for  this  countiy,  there  was  insti- 
tuted at  that  time  a  system  of  what  was 
called  compulsory  attendance.  For  a 
period  of  time  it  was  what  I  may  call 
optional  upon  the  Local  Bodies  to  adopt 
it  or  not,  and  for  a  time  there  was  no 
very  general  application  of  it.  But  in 
1876,  I  think  it  was,  an  Act  was  passed 
winch  made  the  bye-laws  compulsory; 
and  I  will  give  the  House  one  or  two 
figures  which  show  the  extraordinary 
strides  which  the  average  attendance  at 
the  schools  in  this  country  made  from 
the  particular  date  to  which  I  have  re- 
ferred. It  is  true  that  Ireland  was 
excluded,  I  would  say,  from  the  com- 
pulsory clauses — I  had  almost  said  from 
the  benefits  of  the  compulsory  clauses — of 
that  Act.  In  1872,  then,  the  number  of 
children  examined  in  England  was 
661,000,  again  leaving  out  the  odd 
figures,  which  represented  2*86  of 
the  population  of  the  country.  In 
1876  that  percentage  rose  from  2  86  to 
4*69  of  the  population.  In  1880  it  rose 
to  7*44  of  the  population  ;  in  1884  it 
rose  to  8*63  of  the  population ;  in  1890 
it  rose  to  8  83  of  the  population.  Per- 
haps the  results  will  impress  themselves 
more  upon  the  minds  of  hon.  Members 
of  this  House  if  I  give  just  these  five 
Mr.  Jackson 


figures  showing  the  average  attendance 
at  the  schools  in  these  periods.     In  1872 
the  average  attendance  in  the  English 
schools  was  1,314,000 ;  in  1876  it  was 
1,984,000 ;     in    1880    it    had   risen  to 
2,594,000 ;  and  in  1890  it  had  risen  to 
3,717,000.       Sir,  these  are  remarkable 
figures,  and  they  show  what  an  enormous 
stiide  was  made  in  the  average  attend- 
ance  in    the    schools   of    this    country 
following  upon  the  measure  which  was 
taken  at  that  time.     In  1890 — and  this 
is  almost    the  last  figure  that  I  shall 
quote.     But  let  me  first  say  that,  as  I 
have  already  told  the  House,  in  1872  the 
average  attendance  in  England  and  Ireland 
respectively,  compared  with  the  popula- 
tion, was  what  I  have  called  neck  and  neck. 
In  1890  the  average  attendance,  as  com- 
pared with  the  numbers  on  the  register 
in  England,  equalled  nearly  80  per  cent. ; 
whilst  in  Ireland  the  average  attendance, 
in  proportion  to  the  number  on  the  rolb 
of  the  whole  of  Ireland,  was  not  quite  60 
per  cent. ;  and  therefore  the  position  is 
tins :   that  whilst  they  were  relatively 
equal  in  1872,  in  1890  they  had  fallen 
away     in     Ireland     until     they    were 
20  per  cent,  behindhand.     I  may  put 
the  figures  in   another   way,  which  I 
think  will  bring  them  more  clearly  bo*e 
to  Members  in  this  House.     If  you  take 
the  population  of  the  respective  oooftritti 
and  test  the  average  attendance  com- 
pared with  the  population  of  the  three 
countries,  these  are  the  facts.    Taking 
the  population  of  England  at  29,000,000, 
we  have  an  average  attendance  in  the 
schools  of  3,750,000,  or  12*9  per  cent  of 
the  population.      In   Scotland,'  with  a 
population    of    4,000,000,    an   average 
attendance  of  519,000  children,  or  W 
per  cent,  of  the  population.     Bearing  * 
mind  that   Scotland   perhaps  compare^ 
in    some    respects,    more    nearly  with 
Ireland  than  it  does  with  England— for 
there  are  districts  in    Scotland  remote 
and   difficult  of  access,  which  possibly 
may  have  thrown  the  calculation  a  ft*}6 
on  the  other  side — what  are  the  facte  &j 
Ireland  ?      With      a      population    °* 
4,700,000,  you  have  an  average  attend" 
ance    of  about  490,000,  or  about  MM 
per  cent  of  the  population. 

Mr.  KNOX:  Is  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman speaking  of  the  last  Census  f 

-Mr.  JACKSON :  I  take  the  estuna* 
from  the  Census  of  1891,  which  pots  the 
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population  of  Ireland  at  4,700,000,  and 
[  take  the  average  attendance  during 
the  year  1890,  giving  a  little  turn  to  it 
because  it  has  rather  increased  since. 

Mb.  J.  O'KELLY :  Will  the  right 
ion.  Gentleman  say  whether  he  is  using 
ihe  same  Census  for  the  three  popula- 
iions  ? 

♦Mr.  JACKSON  :  Yes,  Sir ;  but  now 
et  me  put  the  figures  in  another  way. 
Supposing  you  apply  to  Ireland  the 
figures  which  I  have  shown  in  England 
rod  Scotland,  namely,  13  per  cent,  you 
get  this  result :  that  13  per  cent,  of  the 
4,700,000  ought  to  give  you  an  average 
attendance  in  your  schools  of  611,000; 
but  you  have  about  490,000,  and  there- 
fore the  net  result  is  that  you  have  from 
110,000  to  120,000  children  in  Ireland 
who  ought  to  be  in  school,  and  who  are 
not  in  school.  Now,  Sir,  I  think  if  any 
figures  could  convince  the  Members  of 
this  House  that  it  is  necessary  to  devise 
some  means  by  which  we  can  bring  into  the 
national  schools  in  Ireland  the  children 
who  ought  to  be  there,  the  figures  I  have 
quoted  are  conclusive  on  that  point. 

Mb.  M.  J.  KENNY :  Will  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  give  the  number  of 
Pupils  who  present  themselves  annually 
for  examination  ? 

*Mb.  JACKSON :  Well,  I  believe  it 
would  in  no  sense  alter  the  proportion  I 
have  given,  and  it  certainly  would  not 
affect  the  percentage,  however  good.  I 
take  the  hon.  Member's  point  to  be  this. 
J  can  imagine  his  saying :  Though  the 
attendance  may  not  be  so  good  in  Ire- 
kud,  the  quality  of  education  is  better, 
because  we  pass  a  large  percentage  in  ex- 
aminations. But  my  answer  to  him 
*ould  be  at  once  that  if  the  material  is 
80  good,  and  if  the  teaching  is  so  good, 
*hy  should  you  not  bring  within  the  scope 
°f  it  the  whole  of  the  children  who  are 
Jpable  of  being  brought.  I  think  these 
*JttTes  point  to  the  fact  that  we  must  de- 
**e  some  means  by  which  we  can  bring 
*ithin  the  education  facilities  which  are 
Provided  in  Ireland  this  large  body  of 
c«ildren  who,  at  present,  suffer  from  the 
*ant  of  it,  and  this  points  clearly 
to  the    direction     that     one     of     the 


measures     to     be     taken     is     to    pro- 
vide    in     some     form     for     applying 
to  Ireland  the  principle  of  compulsory 
attendance.     The  idea  of  applying  com- 
pulsory attendance  to  Ireland  is  not  new 
to  the  House.     In  1877,  Mr.  O'Shaugh- 
nessy,  who  was  at  that  time  a  Member 
of  the  House,  brought  forward  a  Motion 
implying  the    principle  of    compulsory 
attendance  in  its  application  to  Ireland. 
That   Motion   was — I   will  not   say  re- 
fused, but  he  was  appealed  to,  as  we  are 
from  time  to  time,  to  be  satisfied  with 
the  discussion — and  a  very  interesting 
discussion  it  was,  as  anyone  will  see  who 
reads  it  now — and  with   having  raised 
the   important    question,    and    he  was 
satisfied  with  having  done  so.     In  188$ 
he  brought  forward  again  a  somewhat 
similar  Motion,  which  affirmed  the  prin- 
ciple of  compulsory  attendance,  coupled 
with  a  condition  that  possibly  it  might 
be  necessary  in  some  districts  to  modify 
it  in   its  application  to  Ireland.     That 
Motion  was  accepted    unanimously   by 
this   House.     In    1885    the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  the  Stirling 
Burghs,  who  at  that  time  filled  the  office 
of  Chief  Secretary,  introduced    to   this 
House  a  Bill  which  not  only  embodied 
the  principle  of  compulsory  attendance, 
but    also    provided    for    several    other 
matters   connected   with    education    in 
Ireland.      The    principle  was  not  only 
recognised,  but  it  was  also  applied ;  and 
I  think  I  may  say   that  in  recent  years 
we  have  witnessed  in  many  quarters  of 
great  influence  a  great  change   in  the 
direction  of  the  acceptance  of  the  prin- 
ciple of  compulsion.     I  have  seen  lately 
a  report  of  an  interesting  speech,  made 
by  the  Bishop  of  Limerick,  in  which  he 
accepts,   as   I   take  it,  the  principle  of 
compulsion.      It  is  true  he  points  out 
that  he   thinks  that  in   applying    this 
principle      to      Ireland     there     should 
be      careful      consideration      of       the 
varying     conditions     of     Ireland,     and 
with  that  I    have   no   reason    to    find 
fault.     It    is    the   duty  of    those  who 
propose  legislation  of  that  kind  to  take 
into  account  the    different    conditions, 
and  as  far  as  possible  to  propose  mea- 
sures which  are  likely  to  create  the  least 
friction  and  be  the  most  beneficial.     If 
we  could  once  get  the  principle  of  com- 
pulsory attendance  tried  in  Ireland,  I 
think  no  one  would  deny  that  the  value 
of  it  must  be  very  great.     It  is  not  only 
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that  you  get  into  your  schools  a  larger 
number  of  children  in  average  attend- 
ance, but  from  an  educational  point  of 
view  you  have  the  still  more  important 
fact      that     you     get      more      regular 
and      continuous    attendance  in     your 
schools,     and    that     is     a     matter     of 
very  great  importance.     In   the   Bill  I 
am  asking  to  introduce  we  have  endea- 
voured  to  provide,  as  far  as  we  can,  a 
system  of  compulsory  attendance  which, 
whilst  we  attempt  to  apply  it  to  certain 
parts  of  Ireland  without  delay,  shall,  at 
the  same  time,  possess  a  certain  amount 
of  elasticity,   and   of   consideration    for 
the  various  conditions  of  the  population 
of  Ireland.     I  see  my  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  South  Tyrone  (Mr.  T.  W. 
Russell)   shakes  his  head,  but  I  would 
appeal  to  him,  if  it  is  necessary  to  do  so, 
to  consider  this :     It  is  as  clear  as  day- 
light that  if  you  will  once  apply  to  any 
portion  of  Ireland  the  principle  of  com- 
pulsory attendance,  and  see  its  beneficial 
effects,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the 
average  attendance — the  improved  attend- 
ance— in   those    districts  will   be    such 
that     no     other     district     in     Ireland 
will     long    remain    without    the    same 
advantages.        Therefore,       I       attach 
more    importance,    it  may  be,    to    the 
introduction     and     acceptance    of     the 
principle  than  to  its  immediate  applica- 
tion throughout  the  whole  length  and 
breadth     of     Ireland.       But    there    is 
another  reason  which  .  I  shall  allude  to 
presently,  which   will   explain   to  some 
extent  why  we  propose  to  take  the  course 
we  do.     In  this  Bill — and  it  follows  the 
system  in  England,  and  also,  I  may  say, 
the  lines  of  the  Bill  introduced  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  in  1885 — we  pro- 
pose to  make  it  the  duty  of  the  parent  to 
send   his   child   to   school   between   the 
ages  of  6  and  14.     We  propose  to  make 
it  illegal  to  employ  children  at  all  under 
11  years,  and  also  to  make  it  illegal  to 
employ  them  between  11  and  14  years 
of  age,    unless   they  get    a    certificate 
of  proficiency.     I  may  say  that  this  part 
of  the  Bill  applies 

Mr.    T.    W.    RUSSELL:     Does    it 
apply  to  the  agricultural  districts  ? 

*Mb.   JACKSON:     This  part  of  the 

Bill,  I  was  going  to  say,   applies,   and 

applies    immediately,  to    towns    under 

Corporations  and    towns  under    Town 
Mr.  Jackson 


Commissioners.     I    believe    it    may  be 
stated,  speaking  broadly,  that  that  repre- 
sents only  one-fourth  of  the  population 
of  Ireland.     But  one  reason  why  we  have 
adopted  this  plan  is   that   the   means 
for   enforcing   this   compulsory  attend- 
ance   is    to     be     provided     by     the 
School  Attendance  Committee  appointed 
by  the  Local    Authority.      The    Local 
Authority  in  the  case  of  the  Corpora- 
tions of   towns  we  have  ready  to  our 
hands ;  and  we  provide  in  the  Bill  that 
all   Local   Authorities    created    in   the 
future,    whether    County    Councils  or 
Baronial  Councils,  may  apply  this  part 
of  the  Act  to  their  districts.     Therefore 
we  are  making,  at  present,  arrangements 
for  the  towns,  and  we  are  making  pro- 
vision that  as  soon  as  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Bill   is  passed,  the  Local  Authori- 
ties   so    set  up    shall  have    power  to 
apply  this  part  of  the  Act,  and  so  cover 
all  the  districts  in  Ireland.     Bat  I  hate 
said  that  the  School  Attendance  Conv 
mittee  is  to  be  appointed  by  the  Loc*^ 
Authority,    and    we    have    thought    & 
desirable  to  provide  some   elasticity  &* 
regards  the  attendance  to  be  given^JJ^ 
order  to  comply  with    the    Act.    IK  ' 
recognise  that  it  may  be  n 
desirable  that  we  should  not 
sibly  the  same  number  of  attendances  L 
the  agricultural  districts  in  Ireland 
you  exact  in  the  town  population  ; 
in   order    to    give    that    elasticity, 
propose  to  leave  to  the  Education  Comv^ 
missioners  the  power  to  determine  an^ 
regulate    the    number    of    attendance— 
which    it    is     necessary    to     make     ir^ 
each     district     within     the     area     o^ 
each     School     Attendance     Committee 
That,  I  think,  will  give  the   elasticity* 
which  will  meet  the  views  of  the  hon^ 
Member  for  South  Tyrone.     In  the  BS1L 
of  1885  it  was  proposed  that  the  number 
of  attendances  should  be  150.      Well, 
now,  150  may  be  a  very  good  number  or 
it  may  not  for  all  parts  of  Ireland,  bat 
we  leave  it  to  the  Education  Commis- 
sioners.    The  tendency  will  be  always  to 
screw  up  the  attendance  to  that  which  is 
found   to  be  possible  in  the  very  best 
attended  schools  in  Ireland     Therefore, 
it  will  work  automatically  in  the  direc- 
tion of  screwing  up  the  attendancesfrom 
time  to  time. 
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Mb.  J.  MORLEY:  Do  we  under- 
tand  that  the  application  of  compulsion 
b  to  be  optional  on  the  part  of  the 
3ounty  Council  when  it  is  created,  but 
not  optional  on  the  Town  Commis- 
sioners ? 

*Mb.  JACKSON  :  As  the  Bill  is  drawn 

it  stands  with  the  word   "  may."     It  is 

compulsory  as  regards  towns  under  Town 

Councils  and  Town  Commissioners,  and 

it  stands  with  the  word  "  may  "   in  the 

BQl  in  regard  to  its  application  to  Local 

Authorities  to  be  constituted  hereafter. 

Bat  I  quite  appreciate  the  point  of  the 

right  hon.  Gentleman,  and  if  I  can  feel 

sure  that  I  shall  have  his  assistance  in 

turning  that  word  " may "  into  "shall," 

t  shall  be  glad  to  avail  myself  of  it.  Now, 

$r,  I  come  to  another  part  of  the  Bill 
vhich  is,  perhaps,  after  all,  the  part 
vhich  will  interest  most  Members  of  the 
louse,  and  that  is  the  financial  part ;  and 
iere,  Sir,  I  must  take  the  opportunity 
f  reminding  the  House  of  the  position 
i  which  we  stand  as  regards  Ireland  in 
bis  matter.  We  have  a  sum  of  about 
190,000  due  to  Ireland  for  the  current 
nancial  year — that  is  to  say,  for  the  year 
tiding  on  the  31st  of  next  month.  It 
>  proposed,  as  hon.  Members  are  aware, 
)  dispose  of  that  -£90,000  by  means  of  a 
ote  of  this  House  in  the  form  of  a 
upplementary  Estimate,  and  it  may  be 
mvenient — and  probably  hon.  Members 
wild  prefer — that  I  should  state  now  how 
is  proposed  to  deal  with  the  £90,000. 
ir,  there  have  been  indications  that  for 
rme  time  past  that  Members  of  this 
louse,  the  great  body  of  school  teachers 
l  Ireland,  and  others,  have  been  taking 
Dnsiderable  interest  in  the  question  of 
Midlers'   pensions.      The  question   put 

0  me  to-day  was  practically  to  ask 
whether,  in  accordance  with  the  under- 
tanding  when  the  Teachers'  Pension 
^md  was  established,  there  had  been  the 
isaal  periodic  revision  and  actuarial 
alculation  showing  the  present  position 

1  the  fund.  I  am  sure  this  House  will 
eel  that  there  would  be,  and  naturally 
fould  be,  great  disappointment  on  the 
ttft  of  those  teachers  who  have  contri- 
buted towards  that  fund,  and  who  are 
wiring  forward  to  the  time  when 
hey  may  expect  to  derive  the 
enefit      and      pension       they      have 


earned  from  it,  there  would  be,  I 
say,  great  disappointment  if  it  were  felt 
that  there  was  any  doubt  as  to  the  pec* 
manence  and  solvency  of  the  fund.  Sir, 
it  is  my  duty  to  say  that  the  revision, 
which|  the  accounts  of  the  fund  have 
recently  undergone,  has  shown  that  the 
benefits  which  have  been,  or  are  being 
given,  or  the  contributions  being 
made,  either  the  one  is  too  great  or  the 
other  is  too  small,  and  the  consequence 
is  that  the  fund  shows  a  tendency  to- 
wards getting  into  backwater ;  and  under 
these  circumstances  I  think  there  can  be 
no  doubt  that  the  duty  is  imposed  upon 
us,  and  I  think  it  would  be  the  view  of 
the  teachers  themselves  that  this 
£90,000,  which  is  neither  more  nor  less 
than  a  windfall,  should  be  utilised  for 
the  purpose  of  aiding  the  capital  sum  of 
the  Teachers'  Pension  Fund,  and  it  will 
be  my  duty  to  propose  to  the  House  that 
the  sum  for  the  current  year  shall  be 
handed  over  to  the  fund  for  the  purpose 
of  improving  its  position.  Now,  Sir,  we 
have,  further,  a  sum  in  round  figures  for 
the  ensuing  year  at  our  disposal  of,  say, 
£200,000.  The  House  is  aware  that  this 
is  an  equivalent  grant  to  the  grant  given 
to  England  and  Scotland,  which  in 
England  and  Scotland  produced  free 
schools  for  the  population  of  those  two 
countries,  and  I  gather,  so  far  as  I  am 
able  to  gather  from  the  opinions  of  those 
who  are  justified  in  speaking  with 
authority,  there  is  a  feeling  in  Ireland  that 
whatever  is  done  with  this  money  one  of 
our  first  objects  should  be,  if  we  cannot 
free  the  whole  of  the  schools  in  Ireland 
from  school  pence,  we  should  free  the 
largest  portion  of  them  with  the  money 
at  our  disposal.  I  think  I  shall  be  able 
to  show  that  this  proposal  is  a  perfectly 
reasonable  one,  and  meets  with  acceptance 
in  the  opinions  of  those  to  whose  opinions 
great  respect  attaches.  I  believe  it  also 
meets  with  the  acceptance  of  all  the 
people  of  Ireland.  I  take  it  there  can 
be  no  question  about  its  being  desirable 
to  the  teachers  in  Ireland,  because  they 
would  benefit  by  it.  There  is  no  doubt 
that  it  is  a  very  important  question ;  and 
the  Bill  proposes  that,  under  certain  con- 
ditions, there  shall  be  a  considerable  pro- 
portion of  the  schools  in  Ireland  freed 
from  school  pence.  There  have  been,  I 
need  hardly  say,  a  great  many  suggestions 
made  for  dealing  with  the  £200,000, 
which  have  reached  me.     I  have  had  the 
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advantage  of  seeing  the  report  of  ft  great 
meeting  held  in  Dublin,  presided  over  by 
the  Archbishop  of  that  city,  in  which  was 
evinced  what  I  suppose  is  the  opinion, 
mainly,  of  the  Protestants  of  Ireland. 
At  that  meeting  there  was  a  very 
decided  expression  of  opinion  in  favour 
of  applying  the  money  in  the  shape 
of  additions  to  class  salaries.  I  have 
had  the  advantage  of  seeing,  follow- 
ing that,  the  opinions  expressed 
by  the  Soman  Catholic  Archbishop  of 
Dublin,  in  which  he  took  a  strong  line  in 
the  extreme  opposite  direction,  that  the 
money  should  be  granted  in  the  form  of 
capitation  grants.  I  have  had  the  ad- 
vantage of  hearing  from  a  deputation  of 
teachers,  who  waited  upon  me,  their 
views  as  to  the  particular  form  they 
would  desire,  and  so  far  as  I  am  able  to 
judge,  although  starting  ofl'  with  the 
view  that  it  would  be  deniable  to  appro- 
priate the  money  in  class  salaries,  they 
have  modified  their  views,  and  are  now 
of  opinion  that  it  might  be  disposed  of 
rightly  and  properly,  partly  in  one  way 
and  partly  in  the  other.  They  have  ex- 
pressed fears  lest,  if  the  whole  be  given 
in  the  form  of  capitation  grant,  they  may 
be  placed  at  the  will  of  parents,  and  their 
remuneration  depend  too  much  on  the 
school  fees.  Now,  I  do  not  think  the  re- 
sult of  fees  on  attendance  in  Ireland 
shows  anything  except  that  it  h;is  been 
beneficial  both  to  the  children  and  the 
teachers.  I  have  had  the  advantage  of 
seeing  the  view  taken  by  the  great  Pres- 
byterian Body,  and  also  the  view  recently 
expressed  at  a  meeting  of  Roman 
Catholic  Bishops.  I  should  like  to 
mention  at  this  point  what  appeal's  to 
me  to  be  rather  an  important  fact,  and 
one  which,  perhaps,  gives  us  a  certain 
amount  of  freedom  of  action,  which 
otherwise  we  might  have  felt  some  diffi- 
culty about,  and  that  is  the  effect  in 
pounds,  shillings,  and  pence  of  the  ap- 
plication of  the  general  methods  nf  dis- 
tribution of  this  money  on  the  great 
divisions  of  the  Roman  Catholic  and 
Protestant  populations  of  Ireland.  I 
have  had  ceitnin  calculations  made  ; 
I  have  had  the  question  tested  in  order 
to  ascertain  what  would  lie  the  effect  of 
applying  the  money  wholly  in  class 
salaries,  what  would  lie  the  effect  of  ap- 
plying the  whole  of  the  money  in  capi- 
tation grants,  and  what  would  be  the 
effect  of  applying  half  in  one  way  and 
Mr.  Jackson 
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half  in  the  other.  I  am  told  that  then 
calculations  show  that  there  is  practicallj 
:io  difference  whatever  in  the  aggregate 
amount  of  money  which  will  go  to  Beau 
Catholics  and  Protestants  respectively, 
hicheverplan  we  may  adopt.  That  it 
very  important  matter,  I  think,  because 
it  leaves  us,  at  all  events,  more  freedom, 
without  creating  unnecessary  friction, 
without  doing  injustice  to  either  of 
these  great  denominations.  It  leaves  us  i 
little  more  freedom  as  regards  the  dis- 
tribution. 

a.  O'KELLY  (Roscommon,  N.): 
If  the  whole  of  the  money  were 
applied  to  the  abolition  of  school  fe» 
i-hat  would  lw  the  effect?  How  tor 
vould  it  go  ? 

•Mr.  JACKSON:  I  do  not  quite  ap- 
preciate the  hon.  Gentleman's  question 

us  pointing  out 

Ik.  O'KELLY:  I  beg  the  right  ban. 
Gentleman's  pardon.  What  would  be 
the  effect  on  the  school  fees  if  ft* 
whole  sum  were  applied  to  abolish  the 
fees  all  over  Ireland  < 

•Mr.  JACKSON:  I  didnot  quitociB*    j. 
the  question.     1  think  I  may  answer  rt 
by  this  fact.     He  may  take  itthattlw 
whole  school  fees   in  Ireland  awnf*' 
sauted  by  about  £104,000,  and  tbW*8 
to  really  abolish  the  whole  of  the  l** 
would  absorb  about  half  the  amount  in 
our  hands.     Well,  Sir,  I  have  said  tint 
I  have   had  a  great  many  suggertioBS 
but  I  have  not  felt  it  in  my  power'0 
accept  in  theii-  entirety  any  of  the  pro- 
posals that  have  been  made.     It  has  come 
to  my  knowledge,  and  I  think  it  isintb* 
knowledge  of  a  great  many  of  the  Mem- 
bers of  this  House  for  Ireland,  that  the" 
has  been  for  some  time  pasta  feeling  th** 
teachers  in    Ireland    ai«  not   very  idfr 
quately  or   liberally  paid.     It  has  al» 
been  brought  to  my  attention  that  tl* 
class    of   assistant    teachers,   failing   to 
get  beyond  that  position,  may  go  on  for  * 
great    number  of  years  on  a  very  small 
and,  I  must  say,  inadequate  salary.  There 
are,  therefore,  little  grievances  of  that 
kind  which,  T  think,  it  is  desirable  to 
take  advantage  of  this  opportunity  to 
endeavour  to  remedy.     We  propose  tot 
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the  Act,  will  benefit  by  it.  I  omitted  to 
mention  that  where  there  are  in  Ireland 
schools    paid    by  capitation   grant  and 


make  an  addition  to  the  class  salaries  of 
teachers.     We  propose  to  make  some  im- 
provement   in     the     remuneration     of 
assistant  teachers  who  have  seven  years 
of  service  as  assistant  teachers.    We  pro- 
pose to  make  a  little  provision  in  order 
to  improve  the  position  of  the  smallest 
schools  in  Ireland.    The  smallest  schools 
in  Ireland,   I   will   remind  the   House, 
ira  not  confined  to  one  denomination ; 
they  belong  to  both  denominations,  and, 
therefore,  it  is  not  a  question  of  religion. 
We  propose  to  make  a  capitation  grant 
practically     of     the     balance.       Stated 
roughly,  the  apportionment  of  the  money 
will  take  the  form  of  half  in  capitation 
grants  and  one-half  in  the  other  directions 
I  have  indicated.  For  these  benefits  which 
we  propose  to  confer  we  propose  to  ask 
something  in  return  ;  we  propose  to  ask 
that  all  schools,  the  fees  of  which  do  not 
exceed  6s.  per  child  per  annum,  shall  in 
future  be  free  from  school  fees.     It  may 
3e  asked  why  I  have  suggested  6s.     I 
will   tell  the  House.     I   recognise   the 
mnciple  that  it  is  desirable  not  only  to 
ompensate  the  teacher  for  the  abolition 
>f  school  fees,  but  also  to  give  him  a 
ittle    improvement  .in   his  position   in 
■ddition.     The  total  sum  at  our  disposal 
practically  represents  8s.  per  head  on  the 
'Verage  attendance.     I  should  have  been 
rlad   if  it  had  been  possible  to  obtain 
oough  for  the  abolition  up  to  the  point  of 
*.,  but,  as  hon.  Members  will  see,  if  that 
rer*  done  the  teachers  in  schools,  the  fees 
'f  which  were  8s.per  head  per  annum,  would 
gin  no  benefit  whatever  under  the  Bill. 
therefore  I  have,  in  order,  if  you  like, 
*>  make  a  compromise — for  it  is  a  com- 
promise— adopted  6s.   as  the   limit,   in 
*rder  to  leave  tlie  teacher  something  in 
addition   to    the    compensation   that  is 
liven   for  the  abolition  of  school  fees. 
Phe  effect  of  this  distribution  will  be 
this— and  I  must  not  conceal  it  from  the 
Boose — that   it    will  give    the  greater 
benefit  to  the  poor  districts  and  the  poor 
schools  than  to  the    larger   and  better 
schools,    I  do  not  know  that  that  in  itself 
it  unjust  or  ought  of  necessity   to    be 
objected  to.    I  have  now  practically  given 

to  the  House  all  the  information 

Colonel  NOLAN :  Anything  for  the 
Christian  Brothers  ? 

*Mb.  JACKSON:  I  do  not  know 
rtxmt  the  Christian  Brothers.  The 
Christian  Brothers,  if  they  come  under 


not  by  class  salaries,  it  will,  of  course,  be 
necessaiy  to  make  an  augmented  capita- 
tion grant  in  order  to  compensate  for  the 
addition  to  the  class  salaries.  I  apologise 
for  detaining  the  Houseat  such  length.  The 
question  is  a  most  important  one.  There 
have  been  measures,  no  doubt,  from 
time  to  time  introduced  into  this  House 
which  seemed  to  be  of  greater  import- 
ance, but  I  venture  to  think  that  if  we 
can  devise  some  means  by  which  the 
benefits  of  education  shall  be  extended 
to  the  whole  of  the  children  of  Ireland 
of  school  age  ;  if  we  can  bring  within  its 
influence  the  whole  of  these  children,  we 
shall  confer,  not  only  upon  the  children 
of  Ireland  a  great  advantage,  but  we 
shall  confer  upon  Ireland  itself  a  great 
advantage,  and  I  feel  that  I  shall  not 
appeal  in  vain  to  the  Members  of  this 
House  when  I  ask  them  to  help.  It 
may  be  that  in  some  of  its  details  the 
Bill  may  not  meet  with  the  unanimous 
approval  of  the  House.  I  believe,  how- 
ever, that  it  is  fairly  constructed,  that  it 
is  equitable  in  its  distribution,  and  I 
think  I  may  appeal  with  confidence  to 
the  Members  of  this  House  to  endeavour 
to  make  it  a  success. 

::(10.45.)  Mr.  JUSTIN  MCCARTHY 
(Londonderry) :  I  am  sure  we  all  heard 
with  the  deepest  interest  the  statement  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  and  I  am  equally 
sure  we  are  all  willing  and  resolved  to 
give  his  measure,  which  he  has  so  lucidly 
explained,  the  very  fullest  consideration. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  made  a  clear 
statement,  but  at  the  same  time  the 
Bill  is  a  very  complex  measure,  neces- 
sarily a  very  complex  measure,  dealing 
with  a  complicated  question,  and  in  a 
case  like  that  the  clearer  the  statement 
in  which  it  is  explained  the  more  the 
difficulties  and  complications  become  ap- 
parent. Of  course,  we  do  not  intend  to 
offer  any  opposition  at  this  stage  of  the 
measure,  «nd  I  am  bound  to  say  we 
recognize  very  cordially  some  good  things 
and  some  benefits  in  the  measure  as  it 
has  been  sketched  out  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman.  At  the  same  time  I  think 
there  are  many  faults  in   it,   into  the- 
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details  of  which  I  shall  not  go  at 
the  present  moment.  I  think  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  might  have  made 
some  provision  for  recognising  the  great 
claims  of  the  schools  of  the  Christian 
Brothel's.  I  did  not  understand  from 
him  that  they  are  included  in  the  benefits 
of  this  measure.  I  think  that  the 
standard  of  seven  years  for  the  assistant 
teachers  is  surely  rather  high.  Then 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  made  a  com- 
parison between  the  progress  of  educa- 
tion in  Ireland  and  in  England,  as  shown 
by  the  attendance  at  schools.  At  one 
•time,  he  said,  they  ran  neck  and  neck, 
which  is  a  very  good  and  clear  expres- 
sion, but  that,  later  on,  one  went 
forward — that  while  England  had  gone 
forward,  Ireland  had  fallen  back.  But 
is  it  not  a  fact  that  things  have  taken 
t  place  in  Ireland  which  made  popular 
education  in  Ireland  at  one  time  less 
■palatable  than  it  was  before  ?  Of  course, 
I  understand  that  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man compared  the  national  schools 
of  Ireland  with  the  national  schools 
of  England.  But  then  again  you  leave 
out  of  the  calculation  all  the  teaching 
under  the  Christian  Brothers,  and 
All  the  teaching  in  the  many  other 
such  voluntary  schools  of  the  country; 
•and  I  fancy  if  all  were  put  together,  the 
Irish  people  would  be  found  not  behind, 
not  running  neck  and  neck,  but  even  in 
advance  of  the  education  of  children  in 
English  schools.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man spoke  at  some  length  on  the  ques- 
tion of  compulsion.  I  never  understood 
that  there  was,  in  Ireland,  any  absolute 

•  objection  to  the  principle  of  compulsion, 
provided  there  was  a  certain  amount  of 

•  care  in  the  time,  the  development, 
and  the  application  of  it.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  has  spoken  as  to 
the  necessity  of  elasticity  in  the  applica- 
tion of  the  principle.  What  we  want  to 
know  is,  whether  the  elasticity  is  to  be 
elastic  enough,  and  whether  the  elasticity 
always  means  that  it  will  be  elastic  at 
the  right  time,  and  in  the  nght  places. 
Again,  the  light  hon.  Gentleman  seemed 
to  make  his  measure  a  little  too  much  a 
companion  to  that  valuable  measure  the 
Local  Government  Bill,  which  is  about 
to  be  introduced  for  the  extreme  benefit 
of  the  people  of  Ireland.  I  think  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  made  a  little  too 
much    a   Calais-Douvres  consortship  of 

.the   two     measures    in    the     palliative 
Mr.  J  its  tin  M'Carthy 


principle  to  be  applied  to  Ireland.  I 
should  recommend  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  to  rest  his  measure  on 
principles  wholly  independent  of  that 
other  measure  which  it  is  barely  possible 
may  never  be  passed  into  law.  On 
the  whole,  I  have  to  say  that  we 
do  certainly  recognize  some  point! 
of  advantage  in  this  measure.  I 
admit  cordially  the  sincerity  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  in  his  experiment 
to  try  and  satisfy  the  wishes  of  all 
classes  of  the  Irish  people,  and  I  can 
only  say  that  we  desire  to  give  the 
measure  full  consideration.  The  matter 
is  a  complicated  one,  but  I  can  assure 
the  House  that  we  are  anxious  to  give 
the  measure  fair  and  full  hearing. 

(10.50.)     Colonel  WARING  (Down, . 
N.)  :  I  do  not  wish  to  intrude  upon  the 
time  of  the  House  at  any  length  upon 
this  question.     I  can  only  say  that  I 
agree  with  the  hon.  Gentleman  who  has 
just  siit  down    in  recognising  that  this 
measure  is  well  intended,  and  may  result    : 
in  great  advantage    to    the    people  of 
Ireland.    At  the  same  time,  I  know  how    ._ 
very  different  a  measure  may  be  when   , 
we  see  it  in  black  and  white,  to  whit  we  \.m 
think  it  is  when  laid  before  the  House  j„ 
by  a  right  hon.  Gentleman  on  the  front  -^ 
Bench,  and  I  shall  therefore  reserve  any    ^ 
decided   opinion   until    I    shall  see  it    " 
presented  to  the  House  in  the  form  of  &    ... 
Bill.     One  suggestion  I  earnestly  agree   ;. 
with,  and  that  is  as  to  the  use  proposed   H 
to  be  made  of  the   £90,000.    I  think  ; 
that  no  reasonable  person  could  object  t 
to  it.     As    to    what    should    be  done  ]- 
about  the  other  sum,  I  should  like  to  see 
how  the  figures  work  out.     At  the  aeine 
time,  I  think  the  Bill  is  one  which,  with   i 
some  little  alterations  that  will  be  mad* 
in  Committee,  may  be  rendered  a  fairly 
satisfactory    measure   to   all   parties  in  [- 
Ireland.     I  do  not  intend  to  delay  the 
House  with  any  further  remarks. 

(10.55.)  Colonel  NOLAN  (Gal- 
way,  N.) :  I  am  sorry  I  cannot  agree 
with  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  in  regard 
to  the  £90,000.  I  think  that  is  the 
weak  point  of  the  whole  Bill.  The  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland  called  it  a  windfall, 
and  it  appears  that  when  the  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland  gets  a  windfall  he 
can  do  what  he  likes  with  it.  That  is 
his  view.    I  do  not  think  it  at  all.     It  is 
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reland's  share  of  taxation  on  whisky  and 
>bacco,  and  whisky  is  taxed  in  Ireland 
dcause  it  is  one  of  our  chief  products. 

An  hon.  Member  :  Scotch. 

Colonel  NOLAN :  I  do  not  thank 
ly  Government  for  the  share  of  that 
un.  I  think  Ireland  has  got  a  little  less 
lan  her  share,  and  I  think  it  was  not 
site  reasonably  calculated  as  to  its  being 
windfall. 

Mr.  JACKSON :  I  did  not  mean  that 
was  so  much  a  windfall  to  Ireland ; 

hat  I   meant  was  that  it  was  more  a 

indfall  to  the  teachers. 

Colonel  NOLAN :  My  point  is  this, 
lat  he  has  not  improved  the  pensions,  as 
hope  he  will  in  the  Bill.  If  he  would 
ilse  the  pensions,  or  make  them  com- 
ence  at  an  earlier  age,  it  would  be  an 
Ivantage  to  the  teachers,  but  all  he  has 
me  is  to  use  this  money,  which  is  purely 
ish  money,  to  remedy  the  errors  of  his 
ro  calculations.  It  was  not  the  Irish 
[embers  who  settled  the  rate  of  pensions, 
bey  have  made  their  calculations  wrong, 
id  they  now  propose  to  put  the  matter 
ght  by  using  this  £90,000,  without  givng 
iy  additional  benefit  to  the  teachei-s. 
othing  additional  is  to  be  done  for  the 
achers ;  they  are  to  get  no  higher  rate 
'  pension.  It  is  not  to  date  from  an 
irlier  time,  as  the  Treasury  made  all 
fete  wrong  calculations  with  our  money. 

Mb.GOSCHEN:  It  is  not  the  Treasury 
*at  made  these  calculations.  The  hon. 
hmber  will  find  he  is  in  error,  and  that 
be  Treasury  was  not  responsible. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  Who  then  ? 

Colonel  NOLAN :  As  the  right  hon. 
kntleman  never  allowed  an  Irishman 
obe  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  we 
Ufe,  of  course,  in  a  certain  amount  of 
•iflt.  But  I  need  not  go  further. 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chan- 
*flor  of  the  Exchequer  may  toss  over 
feponsibility  from  one  Department 
to  another,  but  it  seems  to  us  in  Ireland 
<o  be  pretty  much  the  same  thing.     I 

lue  flay  he  is  playing  on  some  official 
lefence  between  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  and  the  Educational  Depart- 
ment in  Ireland,  who  are  responsible  to 
te  Treasury.     Of  course  the  Chancellor 


of  the  Exchequer  has  a  natural  wish  to 
disclaim,  and  for  his  own  peace  of  mind 
I  will  grant  the  disclaimer ;  but  the 
English  Government  is  responsible,  and 
the  Irish  Members  have  no  responsi- 
bility, as  they  have  had  nothing 
to  do  with  it.  I  must  say  that 
the  Treasuiy  has  muddled  away  this 
money,  and  I  repeat,  either  the  pensions 
should  be  raised,  or  they  should  be  made 
to  date  from  an  earlier  age.  On  the 
whole,  I  think  the  statement  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary 
as  to  the  .£200,000  a  year  very  judicious, 
and  I  think  he  has  hit  the  medium 
pretty  fairly  between  class  and  capita- 
tion. I  am  sorry  that  nothing  has  been 
done  for  the  Christian  Brothel's,  and  am 
glad  that  the  hon.  Member  for  London- 
deny  has  i-ef erred  to  that  point.  I 
would  like  to  explain  that  the  Christian 
Brothers  are  the  link  between  primary 
and  secondary  education  in  Ireland,  and 
they  do  not  get  a  penny  of  public 
money  except  under  the  head  of  science 
and  art.  The  reason  why  they  do  not 
get  any  money  is  because  they  insist 
upon  having  certain  Christian  emblems 
in  their  schools.  They  represent  the 
voluntary  principle  in  Ireland,  and  yet 
they  are  excluded  from  all  benefit  under 
the  Bill.  I  think  this  argument  was 
used  by  the  Bishop  of  Limerick,  as  to 
how  the  system  of  the  Chief  Secretary  is 
going  to  work :  that  the  Christian 
Brothers  are  in  towns  and  only  in  towns, 
and  in  a  great  many  towns  there  are  no 
other  Catholic  schools.  So  that  in  the 
very  place  where  you  are  going  to  make 
education  compulsory  you  will  have 
chiefly  the  Christian  Brothers'  schools, 
and  you  are  going  to  compel  the  children 
to  attend  those  schools;  the  Christian 
Brothers  are  to  receive  no  benefit. 
The  Christian  Brothers'  schools  in  Ire- 
land represent  the  voluntary  principle 
in  Ii eland.  The  plate  goes  round  in  the 
chapels,  and  subscriptions  are  sent  in. 
The  Christian  Brothers  give  their  own 
time  pi-actically  for  nothing;  but  they 
are  kept  and  supported  by  the  voluntary 
principle  in  Ireland.  If  you  drive  all 
the  children  into  these  schools,  we  say, 
at  any  rate,  give  us  something.  These  are 
the  very  people  excluded  from  pensions 
and  benefits  under  this  Bill.  As  to  the 
general  question  of  compulsion,  I  tliink 
the  Chief  Secretary  has  been  rather  in  a 
hurry  to  apply  the  principle,  not  only  to 
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the  towns,  but  to  the  country.  I  am 
speaking  entirely  for  myself,  though  not 
wholly  for  myself,  but  as  at  present 
instructed  by  my  constituency.  It  is 
possible  my  constituency  might  say  that 
they  wished  to  be  compelled  to  send 
their  children  to  school,  but  my  im- 
pression is  that  they  would  object;  but  it 
is  passible  that  they  may  change  their 
minds  on  the  subject.  But  I  should  say 
at  present  that  the  rural  population  do 
not  want  to  be  driven  into  the  schools. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  should  recollect 
that  in  Ireland  the  distances  from  the 
schools  are  long,  and  the  climate 
generally  wet.  I  would  advise  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  for  the  present  not  to 
apply  the  compulsory  system  in  the  rural 
districts,  unless  the  rural  population  vote 
for  it. 

Mr.  JACKSON :  That  is  the  proposal 
of  the  Bill. 

Colonel  NOLAN  :  I  know  that  is 
the  proposal  of  the  Bill,  but  some  hon. 
Gentlemen  seem  to  be  anxious  to  go 
further.  What  I  say  k,  the  Chief 
Secretary  has  been  urged  to  go  further 
than  the  Bill ;  I  advise  him  not  to  go 
further  than  the  Bill  at  present.  There 
is  another  point  in  the  way  of  statistics, 
which  I  hope  the  Chief  Secretary  will 
look  into.  He  seems  to  think  that  the 
l. umber  of  children  of  school-going  age 
bears  the  same  relation  to  the  population 
in  Ireland  as  they  do  in  England  and 
Scotland.  There  is  a  very  great 
difference  in  Ireland. 

Mr.  JACKSON  :  That  is  so.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  the  number  of  children  is 
what  is  called  within  the  total  on  the 
rolls,  and,  therefore,  is  within  the 
number  having  made  one  attendance  at 
the  school. 

Coloxel  NOLAN  :  I  do  not  think 
t4ie  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  quite 
grasped  my  point.  My  point  is  this :  I 
do  not  know  that  the  numW  of  children 
in  relation  to  the  population  is  the  same 
in  Ireland  as  in  England  and  Scotland. 
With  regard  to  the  number  in  attendance, 
the  whole  population  of  England  and 
Scotland  is  chief! v  urban,  and  the  whole 
}>opulation  of  Ireland  is  chiefly  rural,  so 
that  I  do  not  think  it  fair  to  compare 
the  two.  Of  course,  there  are  dis- 
Colonel  Nolan 


tricts  in  Scotland — for  instance,  tk 
Highlands  —  where  the  difficnlt» 
as  to  distances  and  climate  m 
as  great  as  in  Ireland.  I  think  the  rigfc 
hon.  Gentleman  should  correct  his  figui* 
with  reference  clriefly  to  the  rural  popu- 
lation. However,  on  .the  whole,  I  reify 
think  the  Bill  might  have  been  " 
much  worse.  It  is  a  very  good 
with  the  exception  of  the  provis 
about  the  £90,000,  which  is  simply  * 
confiscated.  I  think  this  is  a  Bill 1 
ought  to  be  passed  ;  and  I  should  like1 
see  it  passed  dining  the  present  Session] 
I  hope  the  Government  will  give  prk 
to  this  Education  Bill  over  the  I 
Government  Bill,  because,  whatever  nay  I 
be  said  in  favour  of  the  Local  Gove*] 
ment  Bill,  it  does  not  bring  us  aay] 
monev  whatever. 

(11.10.)      Mr.    JOHN    O'CONNO* 
(Tipperaiy,  S.)  :  I  agree  with  my  hoa. 
and  gallant  Friend  that  the  Bill  befort 
the  House  might  easily  be  a  worse  ont 
but  I  am  very  far  fiom  saying  that  it 
could  not  have  been  better  in  some  of 
its  details.     I    am    sure  that  when  i 
arrives  at  the  Committee  stage  we  flfael 
be  able  to  make  it  more  perfect  than  it } 
is.     I  am  glad  to  find  that  at  hat  the 
poor  teachers  of  Ireland  and  their  daima 
are  going  to  l>e  recognised.    With  that 
part    of     the    Bill    I    heartily  agree ; : 
although  I  should  be  very  sorry  indad 
if  any    surplus    in    the    hands  of  ft* 
Government  should  be  entirely  devotsi 
to  the  amelioration  of  the  condition  rf 
the  teachers,  because  the  National  School 
teachers  of  Ireland,  for  whom  I  haie 
pleaded     in     this     House     for    many 
years,    are    not    alx>ve    human  nataie* 
and   very    possibly   they    might  desna 
more  than  we  should  be  inclined  to  gn* 
them.     For  year  after  year  I  have  en* 
deavoured   to  press   upon  Government 
after  Government,  'and  particularly  the 
Government  now  in  Office,  the  grievance 
of  that  meritorious  and  well-deserving 
lx)dy,  the  National   School   teachers  « 
Ireland.     I  was  told  by  officials  Httini 
upon  that  Bench  from  which  this  Bill 
has  been  fulminated  to-night  that  thej 
had    no    grievances  whatever  ;  that  al 
their  cases  had  been  considered,  and  the* 
was   no   want  that  was    not    supplied 
Yet.  now  we  have  the  Chief  Secretar 
for  Ireland  standing  up  in  his  place  am 
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vpoong  a  Bill  recognising  the  claims 
ey  at  one  time  denied,  and  proposing 

satisfy  them  by  the  application  of 
M),000.  The  only  thing  I  have  to  say 
oat  that  is  this — "better  late  than 
iver."  I  welcome  the  proposals  ;  and, 
far  as  I  am  concerned,  that  portion  of 
e  Bill,  at  least,  shall  receive  no  op- 
nfdon  whatever.  With  regard  to  the 
inciple  of  compulsion,  I  have  to  say 
at  I  trust  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
e  Chief  Secretary  will  stick  to  his 
inciple  of  elasticity.  In  Ireland — and 
>  know  our  people  well — there  is  no 
eeasity,  or  almost  no  necessity,  for 
plying  the  principle  of  compulsion. 
le  intention  of  an  Irish  parent  is  to 
ncate  his  children  better  than  he  has 
en  educated  himself,  and  place  them 

a  position  higher  than  the  posi- 
m  he  has  occupied  in  social  or  com- 
arcial  life.  That  has  been  the  main 
odency  of  the  Irish  character, 
d  where  there  has  been  any 
int  of  it,  or  where  it  could  not  be 
gdied  by  the  intention  of  the  parent,  it 
mid  be  cruel  to  enforce  it  by  any  legis- 
£on.  If. the  Irish  parent  has  not  been 
leto  fulfil  his  desire  with  regard  to  the 
location  of  his  children,  it  is  because  the 
Bans  and  other  conditions  were  not 
vonrable  to  such  intentions;  it  is  because 
•  schools  were  too  far  away,  or  the 
Adren  too  badly  clad  ;  or  because  they 
A  no  boots  to  their  feet,  and  perhaps 
Mtimes  no  food  to  eat,  that  there  was 
Xj  fruiting  in  that  respect.  I  therefore 
ope  the  rigfrt  hon.  Gentleman  will  stick 
ft  nig  elasticity  with  regard  to  the  appli- 
ition  of  the  principle  of  compulsory 
location.  There  is  one  disappointment 
fat  I  feel  with  regard  to  this  Bill.  The 
4ght  hon.  Gentleman  does  not  provide 
bthe  Bill  in  the  slightest  degree  for  any 
Implication  of  the  funds  towards  tech- 
toil  education  in  these  primary  schools. 
fte  Iriah  people  are  absolutely  devoid  of 
fccbnical  education.  Ireland  suffers 
fam  the  want  of  manufactures.  Ireland 
4  on  the  eve  of  the  resuscitation  of  her 
fturafacturee ;  and  there  is  no  provision 
fethat  Bill  for  the  purpose  of  applying 
•ny  of  the  funds  at  the  disposal  of  the 
Qcvoraaent  in  order  to  promote  tech- 
nical aduoetion  in  Ireland.  It  not  only 
Joe*  not  provide  in  the  primary  National 
fchools  far  the  promotion  of  technical 
dncatun,  but  it  absolutely  denies  it  to 
he  only  National  Schools  in  Ireland  that 


provide  the  people  with  technical 
education.  The  only  schools  in  Ireland 
where  an  Irish  boy  is  taught  to  handle  a 
tool,  by  which  he  may  have  to  provide 
himself  with  a  future,  are  the  Christian 
Brothers'  Schools  of  Ireland.  In  the 
Christian  Brothers'  Schools  you  have 
technical  education,  and  not  in  your  so- 
called  National  Schools,  upon  which  you 
are  going  to  expend  £200,000— £90,000 
in  pensions.  But  perhaps  the  English 
Government  do  not  wish  the  Irishman  to 
go  into  the  world  fully  equipped  with  tech- 
nical knowledge  ?  ("  No  ! ")  It  appears 
very  like  it.  The  hon.  Member  for  South 
Belfast  (Mr.  William  Johnston)  says 
"  no."  But  I  will  put  it  on  a  lower 
ground.  .  Why  not  give  the  Irishman  a 
technical  education  for  the  sake  of  the 
development  of  the  resources  of  his  own 
country  ?  I  certainly  should  have  thought 
that  any  Government  who  wished  to 
come  at  the  root  of  education  in  Ireland 
should  establish  through  all  the  primary 
schools  of  Ireland — those  that  were  es- 
tablished on  the  National  School  system 
and  those  that  were  not — technical  schools 
to  be  subsidised  by  Imperial  funds. 
There  is  a  great  want  in  Ireland  in  this 
respect.  In  this  Bill  there  was  a  splendid 
opportunity  for  the  Government  to  supply 
that  want.  There  was  machinery  in 
existence  which  they  might  have  used. 
The  Christian  Brothers  alone  form  the 
true  national  schools  in  the  towns  of 
Ireland,  and  any  system  of  State  aid 
which  does  not  take  them  into  account, 
is  halting,  false,  and  will  not  go  to  the 
root  of  the  evil  you  desire  to  deal  with. 
I  reserve  further  criticism  of  the  Bill ; 
there  are  some  details  I  do  not  like,  but 
the  Bill  is  in  many  respects  an  excellent 
measure,  though  it  is  not  perfect.  I 
hope  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will 
receive  with  a  generous  mind  the  repre- 
sentations made  on  behalf  of  existing 
representative  institutions  in  Ireland, 
and  will  endeavour  to  make  the  Bill 
perfect. 

-(11.23.)  Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  (Ty- 
rone, S.) :  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  in 
opening  his  speech,  said,  that  this  subject 
has  aroused  very  strong  feelings  in  Ire- 
land. It  has  aroused  very  strong  feel- 
ings indeed,  as  more  than  one  Govern- 
ment has  learned  to  its  cost.  As 
regards  the  Bill,  I  am  bound  to  say  it 
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is  rather  better  from  my  own  point 
of  view  than  T  expected.  I  am  glad  the 
right  lion.  Gentleman  paid  a  tribute  to 
that  much  maligned  body,  the  Commis- 
sioners of  National  Education,  a  body 
which  during  60  years  has  carried  on  a 
great  work  and  done  it,  with  certain 
dmwbacks,  uncommonly  well.  There 
is  one  point — though  I  am  not 
going  to  commit  myself  to  anything  in 
the  Bill — which  I  should  like  to  com- 
ment upon.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
drew  attention  to  the  fact  that  although 
this  system  of  national  education  was  a 
mixed  system,  yet  by  the  consent  alike  of 
Protestant  and  of  Catholic  it  was  rapidly 
becoming  denominational.  I  challenge 
the  fact  itself,  and  I  challenge 
the  description  of  the  fact.  There  were 
8,000  schools  on  the  operation  list 
in  1890,  and  close  upon  4,000  of  these 
were  mixed  schools  where  Protestants 
and  Roman  Catholics  received  the  same 
secular  education.  When  he  says  to  the 
House  of  Commons  that  Protestants  are 
becoming  more  and  more  denominational, 
I  wish  to  point  out  that  there  are  at  least 
500,000  Protestants  in  Ulster  who  will 
l>e  surprised  to  hear  this  ;  because  if 
there  is  one  thing  that  the  Presbyterians 
of  Ulster  have  been  strong  upon,  it  is  this 
system  of  mixed  education,  in  which  they 
are  supported  by  the  Methodists,  the 
Unitarians,  and  three-fourths  of  the 
Protestant  Episcopalians  of  Ulster.  In 
the  Episcopalian  as  well  as  in  the 
Presbyterian  Church  there  is  a  very 
strong  feeling  in  favour  of  this  system. 
At  all  events  the  system  is  not  denomi- 
national, and  in  the  second  place  the 
Protestants,  as  a  whole,  are  not  in  favour 
of  denominational  education.  o  not 

wish  to  enter  upon  the  question  of  com- 
pulsion ;  but  I  will  say  that  the  only 
objection  I  have  to  the  Bill,  is  that  it 
does  not  go  far  enough.  I  think  the 
rural  districts  will  have  a  right  to  com- 
plain, and  that  the  rural  districts  in 
Ulster  will  complain,  and  the  teachers 
all  over  Ireland  will  complain  of  this, 
l>ecause  it  will  have  an  effect  upon  the 
capitation  grant.  As  to  the  distribution 
of  the  £200,000  as  between  the  capi- 
tation giant  and  the  class  salaries,  I 
am  agreeably  surprised  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  appears  to  have  taken  a  little 
bit  of  everybody's  advice,  and  the  only 
Mr.  T.  W.  Russell 


persons    left    out  in  the   cold  are  tat 
Christian  Brothel's.     The  answer  to  tbk 
is,  let  them  do  as  the  monastery  Bcbook 
do,    and    the   convents   do;    and  tky 
will  come  under  the  national  grant  at 
once,  but  so  long  as  they  insist  upon  a 
Catholic    atmosphere    in    the   schools, 
they    cannot    expect   the  rules  of  the 
National      Board,      upon     which   th* 
system   is   founded,  to  be  broken  don 
to      suit     them.        I     complain    tW 
nothing    has    been  done  in  respect  of 
technical    education ;    there    can  be  a» 
question  that  the  system  of  education  • 
Ireland  can  l>e  improved.   The  books  aft 
old-world    institutions,  and   the  whok> 
thing  wants  to  be  taken  to  pieces  ani 
re-modelled.       No     place    is    given  to 
cookery  and  domestic  economy,  subject 
which  ought  to  be  taught  in  the  kip 
towns  especially.     In  Dublin,  Limerick, 
and  Cork  the  people  are  not  fed,  and  they 
are    not  fed    because  their  wives  and 
daughters    do    not  know  anything  of 
cooking.     Reserving  to  myself  the  right 
to  criticise  the  details  at  a  later  stagtt 
I  can    only   say  that   I   am   agreeably 
disappointed.      This  is  a    much  better  j^ 
Bill  than  I  expected,  and  it  is  a  tauA  ;. 
worse  Bill  than  was  expected  by  gentle- 
men l>elow  the  Gangway. 

(11.32.)  Mr.  KNOX  (Caian,  W.)'. 
The  hon.  Member  who  has  just  fit  down 
has,  in  somewhat  dubious  terms,  bka*<l 
the  Bill.  In  the  first  place,  the  hon. 
Meml>er  has  taken  the  Chief  Secretory  ] 
to  task   for   not  making  provision  for  \ 


technical  education.     Some  improveineofr 
was  made  in  technical  education  daring 
the  administration  of  the  Chief  Sea** 
tary's  predecessor,  especially  in  the  matter 
of  sewing,  and  I  well  remember  that  the 
only  opposition  to  that  came  from  the  hon. 
Member    for    South    Tyrone   and  h» 
friends.     We  all  know  the  difficulties  oi 
starting  a  system  of  technical  education 
where  you  have  a  large  numl)er  of  rux* 
schools.     I    quite  agree  that  something 
should  be  done,  but  I  confess  I  cannot 
see  how  anything  can  he  done  in  connec* 
tion  with  the  Bill  which  is  already  over- 
loaded.   As  regards  compulsion,  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  said  that  by  the  Act  ox 
187C   it    was   made    compulsory    upon 
School  Attendance  Committees  to  make 
bye-laws  in   England ;   but  in  England 
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nstead  of  rushing  headlong  into  com- 
pulsory education  the  course  followed 
res  an  extremely  cautious  and  slow  one. 
'  am  told  that  in  many  rural  districts 
n  England  compulsion  is  nothing  more 
ban  a  name,  and  I  cannot  think  the 
ight  hon.  Gentleman  is  acting  unwisely 
n  confining  his  Bill  to  the  urban  dis- 
ricts.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  said 
le  proposed  to  fix  the  age  at  from  6  to 
.4.  I  fancy  that  is  rather  a  longer 
ttriod  than  was  the  case  in  England 
iriginally,  so  the  number  of  children  left 
.t  school  who  are  over  14  years  of  age 
I  larger  in  Ireland  than  in  England. 
hie  thing  which  should  be  greatly 
leprecated,  and  which  I  hope  the  light  hon. 
lentleman  will  consider  and  guard  against, 
i  that  anything  connected  with  the  un- 
opularity  attending  the  enforcement 
f  other  laws  should  attach  to  education. 
f  these  School  Attendance  Committees 
rork  through  the  ordinary  engines  of  the 
iw,  if,  for  example,  they  use  the  police,  it 
T>uld  be  possible  for  them  to  cause,  in 
lany  districts,  a  very  general  feeling 
gainst  the  attendance  altogether  amongst 
onsiderable  classes  of  the  population. 
Another  point  of  difficulty,  and  I  cannot 
lention  it  without  the  deepest  shame, 
$  that  in  the  more  Protestant  parts  of 
Jlster  the  Catholics  have  no  representa- 
ion  on  a  Local  Body.  In  Belfast  there  is 
,  system  of  religious  exclusion.  I  avoid  the 
tseof  strongerwords — such  as  has  parallel 
a  no  other  part  of  the  United  Kingdom. 
n  the  City  of  Belfast  not  one  single 
ttected  Poor  Law  Guardian  is  a  Catholic. 
Siere  is  not  a  single  member  of  the 
Sown  Council  who  is  a  Catholic. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON  :  Roman  Catholics  ; 
lo  not  call  them  Catholics. 

Mr.  KNOX :  I  do  not  quarrel  about 
*ords ;  I  am  stating  facts.  I  say  as  a 
Protestant,  as  a  professor,  every  12th  of 
July,  of  the  principles  of  civil  and  reli- 
gious liberty,  the  hon.  Member  for  South 
Belfast  has  reason  to  be  ashamed,  as  I 
am  ashamed,  of  the  conduct  of  his  co- 
tetigkmi8ts. 

Me.  JOHNSTON  :  I  am  not. 

Mb.  KNOX :  I  go  on  to  state  facts  in 
Spite  of  the  hon.  Member's  interruption, 
fot  one  single  elected  member  of  the 
ioard  of  Guardians  in  Belfast  is  a 
)atholic,  not  a  single  member   of   the 


Town  Council  is  a  Catholic.  There  is 
just  one  member  of  the  Water  Com- 
mission who  is  a  Catholic ;  there  is  not  a 
single  member  of  the  Harbour  Commis- 
sion who  is  a  Catholic.  In  a  city  con- 
taining 70,000  Catholics  among  its 
population,  there  is  no  representation  of 
Catholics  on  the  Local  Governing  Bodies. 
This  is  a  scandal  and  shame  to  the  City 
of  Belfast,  a  shame  to  the  Protestant 
religion,  a  condition  of  things  I,  in- 
common  with  every  right-thinking 
Protestant,  deplore.  Having  this  state 
of  facts  to  deal  with,  I  ask  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  if  he  purposes  to  give  to- 
a  l)ody  which  has  shown  in  the  mode  in 
which  they  are  selected  their  exclusive, 
if  not  their  intolerant,  character,  the  • 
right  to  govern  in  these  matters,  in  the 
way  they  would,  the  non-Protestant — 
the  Catholic — population  of  Belfast?" 
Everybody  except  bigots  knows  that  t  he- 
law  of  compulsory  attendance  requires 
much  more  careful  working  than  most 
laws.  It  is  necessary  to  work  it 
with  considerable  regard  to  particular 
cases,  or  else  you  may,  in  many  cases,  do  • 
a  great  wrong  and  make  your  system 
generally  unpopular.  Everybody  who 
sees  anything  of  the  working  of  educa- 
tion laws  knows  that.  You  want  a 
sympathetic  authority  to  work  it,  and- 
ean you  believe,  in  the  face  of  these  facts, 
that  the  Catholic  minority  would  not  feel 
themselves  placed  under  a  School  Attend- 
ance Committee  of  the  Town  Council — 
placed  in  a  position,  to  put  it  mildly,  of 
the  utmost  difficulty  ?  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber opposite  may  say,  "They  can  only 
make  the  children  go  to  school. "  But  I 
do  say  this :  that  if  attendance  is  forced, 
if  the  law  is  enforced,  without  regard  to- 
particular  cases,  without  respect  to  Catho- 
lics, while  allowing  considerable  latitude 
to  Protestants,  the  effect  will  be  disastrous, 
and  there  is  very  great  fear  that  the  law 
enforced  in  this  form  would  have  this 
effect.  I  understand  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  by  his  Local  Government 
Bill  brings  in  the  principle  of  cumulative 
voting  in  county  districts  in  Ireland.  It 
is  a  point  I  am  not  quite  certain  of,  that 
in  rural  districts  the  cumulative  vote  is 
introduced,  but  there  is  to  be  no  change 
in  the  system  of  voting  in  boroughs  ? 

Mr.  JACKSON  assented. 

Mr.  KNOX :  Well,  if  there  is  a  case 
where  cumulative  voting  is  required  it  is 
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in  the  City  of  Belfast,  for  it  is  the  one 
place  in  Ireland  where  you  have  a  con- 
siderable minority  not  represented  at  all 
on  Public  Bodies,  and  in  the  matter  of 
education  there  is  more  to  be  said  for 
cumulative  voting  than  in  any  other 
respect.  I  do  say  here  you  must,  if  you 
are  to  have  the  law  working  fairly, 
give  some  representation  by  some 
means  to  the  Roman  Catholic 
minority  on  the  School  Attendance 
Committee  of  Belfast,  a  representation  to 
which  they  are  fairly  entitled.  The 
City  of  Belfast  was  divided  into  five 
wards  at  the  time  when  it  was  much 
smaller  than  it  is  to-day.  I  do  not  think 
that  hon.  Members  should  be  proud  of 
that.  There  has  been  no  re-adjustment 
of  wards ;  the  city  still  remains  divided 
into  five,  and  the  reason  why  there  has 
been  no  re-adjustment  is  that  with  such, 
the  Catholics  would  gain  representation. 
It  is  in  order  to  prevent  this  repre- 
sentation that  the  wards  have  been  left 
in  their  old  and  now  inconvenient  method 
of  division.  Therefore,  looking  at  the 
facts,  it  is  incumbent  on  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  if  he  does  not  intend  to  in- 
flict great  hardship  on  a  large  body  of 
the  population,  to  make  some  further 
provision  for  increased  elasticity  in  his 
scheme. 

Mr.  JACKSON  :  It  is  provided  for. 

Mr.  KNOX :  I  am  glad  to  hear  it  is 
provided  for,  that  some  provision  for  re- 
ligious liberty  is  made.  I  venture  to 
hope,  also,  that  the  School  Attendance 
Committee  will  be  so  constituted  that  it 
will  not  be  required  to  give  to  any  un- 
popular officials,  but  to  an  entirely  new 
body,  the  carrying  out  of  the  law*  care- 
fully. It  may  then  do  great  good  to  Ire- 
land ;  but  if  not  applied  with  the  utmost 
consideration  for  diverse  interests,  and, 
I  may  say,  the  touching  feelings  of 
various  denominations,  it  will  end  in 
disaster.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
successor  in  the  post  of  Secretary  to  the 
Treasurv  has  visited  the  schools  of  the 
Christian  Brothers  in  Cork.  Now,  I 
want  to  make  a  fair  offer  to  the  Chief 
Secretary.  Will  he  allow  his  right 
hon.  Colleague  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  to  decide  whether  or  not 
the  Christian  Brothers'  Schools  are 
worthy  of  State  aid  ?  Thete  schools  are 
carried  on  under  great  <1  faculties,  and 
Mr.  Knox 


they  will  find  their  difficulties  increased 
under  this  Bill.  It  is  surely  necessary 
in  making  provision  for  compukorjr 
education  to  make  provision  for  volun- 
tary schools?  There  are  voluntary 
schools  of  the  Protestant  persuasion  in 
the  North.  None  of  my  hon.  Friend* 
object  to  seeing  these  included  in  provi- 
sions made  for  the  schools  of  the  Christian 
Brothers.  Your  Bill  will  put  a  greater 
strain  upon  voluntary  schools,  and  it  s 
right  that  these  schools  shonld  have  sodm 
grant  from  Imperial  resources.  If  they 
only  receive  support  in  the  same  way 
voluntary  schools  receive  it  in  England 
we  shall  be  content.  I  hope  that  these 
various  points,  which  need  careful  con- 
sideration, have  been  met  in  a  way  that 
will  make  the  Bill  work  for  the  advantage 
of  education  in  Ireland. 

(11.48.)    Mr.  M.  HEALY  (Cork):  I 

do  not  think  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
has  any  reason  to  complain  of  the  recep- 
tion his  Bill  has  met  with   from  this 
quarter  of  the  House.     I  do  not  now 
intervene  for  the  purpose  of  offering  any 
hostile  criticism,  nor  do  I  intend  to  enter 
upon   any  detailed  examination  of  the 
proposals  which  have  been   explained  to 
us ;  but  I  would  like  to  verify  some  of 
the  observations  which  have  fallen  from 
my  hon.  Friends  on  some  of  the  points 
they  have  dealt  with.     Unquestionably, 
there  will   be  great  disappointment  in 
Ireland  that  the  light  hon.   Gentleman 
has  not  taken  tliis  opportunity  of  dealing 
with     the     question      of     the     schools 
of     the   Christian    Brothers.       It  may 
be     said     the     Bill     does     not    touch 
the    question  of  denominational  as  dis- 
tinct   from  undenominational  teaching} 
but   simply  introduces  the  principle  of 
compulsion,    making     certain     financial 
arrangements ;  and,  therefore,  no  occa- 
sion arises   for    the    change    indicated. 
Now,  there  are  many  parts  of  Ireland) 
and  many  small  towns,  where  the  principle 
of  compulsion  will  come  into  operation, 
where  the  only  schools  available  are  these 
very  schools  of  the   Christian  Brothers 
but  which  will  be  exempt  from  all  benefit 
under  the  Bill.  Take  Iasmore,  in  Water- 
ford,  as  an  example.     Some  20  years  ago 
the  National  School  there  was  abolished 
and  a  Christian   Brothers'  school  intro- 
duced in  its  place,  largely  by  the  aid  of 
the  late  Duke  of  Devonshire,  who  handed 
over  the  school  building,  which  was  his 
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body,  the  Christian  Brothers,  were 
established  and  teaching  in  England, 
every  school  established  would  be  drawing 
result  fees.  Wherever  in  England  you 
have  a  Catholic  community  you  have 
schools  conducted  on  precisely  the  same 
principle  as  the  schools  of  the  Christian 
Brothers,  and  these  schools  are  drawing 
result  fees — are  receiving  State  aid — and 
this  the  hon.  Gentleman  objects  to 
have  applied  to  Ireland.  These 
schools  are  shut  out  from  State  aid 
so  far  as  primary  education  is 
concerned  ;  but  under  the  Intermediate 
Education  Act  the  schools  of  the  Christian 
Brothers  are  most  successful  in  passing 
their  pupils  through  examinations  and 
getting  prizes  and  result  fees.  Now,  if 
it  is  right  that  Government  should  pro- 
mote the  schools  of  the  Christian 
Brothers  and  give  them  aid  under 
the  intermediate  education  system, 
what  principle  is  involved  in  refusing 
similar  assistance  in  regard  to  primary 
education  ?  I  do  not  intend  to  continue 
this  subject ;  but  I  think  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  will  see  that,  so  long  as  this 
state  of  things  is  persisted  in,  so  long 
must  the  question  of  national  education 
in  Ireland  remain  unsettled.  One  other 
word  I  will  add,  to  express  a  doubt  as 
to  whether  the  body  to  which  is  to  be 
entrusted  the  carrying  out  of  the  prin- 
ciple of  compulsion  is  the  best  for  the 
purpose.  I  quite  admit  it  is  exceedingly 
difficult  to  set  up  in  Ireland  anything  in 
the  nature  of  School  Boards,  so  that 
there  is  no  great  choice  left ;  but  I  do 
think  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  find 
that  Corporate  Bodies  elected  to  look  after 
an  entirely  different  class  of  matters — 
bodies  having  no  dealings,  generally 
speaking,  with  educational  matters, 
having  totally  different  functions  to  dis- 
charge, will  be  bodies  which  will  not 
effectively  discharge  the  duties  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  intends  to  cast 
upon  them  by  this  Bill.  However, 
that  is  a  matter  open  to  argument 
at  a  later  stage,  and,  having  regard 
to  the  hour,  I  will  not  discuss  it  now. 
(1 1 .58.)  Mr.  M.  J.  KENNY  (Tyrone, 
Mid):  This  is  a  Bill  which  is  of  the 
utmost  importance  to  Ireland,  and  it  was 
a  late  hour  when  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man rose  to  introduce  it,  and  not  many 
Members  have  had  the  opportunity  of 
making  any  observations  upon  it.  Con- 
sidering the  importance  of  the  subject,  I 
2  S 


to  the  community  of  the 
nstian  Brothers,  and  contributed 
y  handsomely  to  their  establishment. 
mf  are  you  going  to  compel  the 
tabitants  to  send  their  children  to 
B  school,  and  compel  the  school 
nagers  to  receive  them,  and,  at  the 
oe  time,  exclude  the  school  from  all 
nefit  under  this  scheme  ?  The  hon. 
ntieman  (Mr.  T.  W.  Russell)  says  a 
tholic  atmosphere  is  not  to  be 
eouraged 

Kb.  T.  W.  RUSSELL :  Not  to  be 
gted  into  a  National  system  of  educa- 
n. 

Mb.  M.  HEALY :    The  hon.  Gentle- 

m  objects  to  the  State  making  any 

yment  to  any  school  with  a  Catholic 

tnosphere.    But  when  you  have  schools 

bended  by  Catholic  children,  of  Catholic 

rents,  and  with  a  Conscience  Clause, 
ly  should  you  not  have  a  Catholic 
mosphere  ?  If  you  have  schools  ex- 
isively  of  Protestant  children,  and 
>th  the  protection  of  a  Conscience 
ause,  why  should  you  not  have  a 
potestant  atmosphere  ?  That  is  all  we 
k.  The  Bishops  of  Ireland  have  never 
ked  that  in  schools  attended  by  children 
more  than  one  religion  —  mixed 
hools — that  this  relaxation  of  the 
resent  system  of  the  National  Board 
lould  be  introduced.  All  they  ask  is 
tat  purely  Catholic  schools  or  purely 
rotestant  schools,  if  they  have  fulfilled 
ie  other  conditions  which  are  prescribed 
f  the  National  Board,  that  these  schools 
lould  not  be  excluded  from  pecuniary 
(vantage.  The  hon.  Member  for  South 
yrone  has  denied  the  tendency  to  make 
te  national  system  more  and  more  a 
anominational  system,  but  I  appeal  to 
ie  right  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite,  Have 
Ot  repeated  declarations  of  authorities 
&  the  Protestant  Episcopalian  Church, 
ver  and  over  again,  made  on  the  subject, 
een  in  favour — by  a  large  majority  in 
fcvour — of  denominational  education? 

am  quite  free  to  concede  that  among 
Vesbyterians  the  same  opinion  is  held, 
f  that  be  so,  if  the  state  of  thing  is  as  I 
ave  stated,  why  should  not  the  Govern- 
ment recognise  the  fact  in  Ireland,  and 
>ut  an  end  to  this  anomaly,  by  which  the 
aching  which  does  the  most  for  the 
(location  of  the  Irish  children  is  wholly 
xcluded  from  any  State  aid  ?     If  this 

VOL.  I.  [new  series.] 


MILITARY   LANDS  CONSOLIDATION 

On  Motion  of   Mr.  E.  Stanhope, 
consolidate  certain  enactments  relatinj 
acquisition  of  Land  for  Military  Pi 
ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  K.  8 
and  Mr.  Brodrick. 

Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [I 
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apprehend  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will 
not  object  to  some  further  observations 
from  Irish  Members.  My  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Deny  (Mr.  M'Carthy)  spoke 
only  for  a  few  minutes,  and  the  Bill  was 
taken  in  the  absence  of  my  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  West  Belfast  (Mr. 
Sexton),  who  has  devoted  extraordinary 
attention  to  the  subject  with  which  the 
Bill  deals,  and  who  has  been  in  communi- 
cation during  the  past  twelve  months 
with  the  leaders  of  Catholic  educa- 
tion in  Ireland  on  these  matters.  My 
hon.  Friend  has  not  had  an  opportunity 
of  speaking.  It  is  a  Bill  of  the  widest 
importance ;  it  proposes  the  application 
of  a  principle  perfectly  novel  in  Ireland, 
and  hitherto  never  required,  a  principle 
to  which  some  of  us,  to  some  extent,  may 
be  opposed.  It  is  perfectly  true  that  the 
Resolution  adopted  in  1883,  and  moved 
by  the  then  Member  for  Limerick, 
pledged  the  House  to  support  a  system 
of  compulsory  education,  but  it  was  sub- 
ject to  certain  modifications,  and  there- 
fore the  principle  of  absolute  compulsion 
has  never  been  accepted  or  enforced. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  himself, 
although  he  accepts  in  principle,  goes 
through  the  form  of  introducing  a  system 
of  elasticity 


It  being  Midnight  the  Debate  stood 
adjourned. 

Debate  to  be  resumed  on  Thursday 
next. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 


MESSAGE  FROM  THE  LOR] 

That  they  have  passed  a  Bill,  inl 

"  An  Act  to  amend  '  The  Indian 

cils  Act,  1861.' "     [Indian  Counc 

(1861)  Amendment  Bill  [Lords], 

ARMY  ESTIMATES,  1892-x 
Copy  presented, — of  Army  Esi 
of  Effective  and  Non-Effective  § 
for  1892-3,  with  Statement  showi 
variations  of  the  numbers  oi 
Majesty's  British  Forces,  the  ai 
included  for  the  Colonies  and  Egy 
the  sums  provided  for  each  Arm 
Service,  and  for  various  misceU 
establishments  [by  Command] ;  R< 
to  the  Committee  of  Supply,  and 
printed.     [No.  76.] 


LOCAL  COURTS  OF  BANKRUPTCY 
(IRELAND)  BILL.— (No.  165.) 

SECOND   READING. 

Order  for  Second  Beading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time." — (  Mr.  MlCartan.) 

(12.3.)  The  ATTORNEY 
GENERAL  for  IRELAND  (Mr. 
Madden,  Dublin  University)  :  In 
assenting,  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment, to  the  second  reading  now,  it  must 
be  clearly  understood  that  I  reserve  full 
right  to  put  down  Amendments  at  a  later 
stage. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed 
for  Monday  next. 
Mr.  M.  J.  Kenny 


RESIDENT  MAGISTRATES  (IRE! 
Return  ordered — 

"  Of  the  Resident  Magistrates  of  J 

showing  their  names,  ages  when  an 

former   vocation,  districts    where  m 

exercise  jurisdiction,  salaries  on  ami 

and  at  present,  and  the  tenure  on  tnni 

hold  office ;  also  distinguishing  those— 

(1.)    Of  the  sufficiency  of   whos 

knowledge  the    Lord    Lieuteu 

expressed  himself  satisfied,  wit 

meaning  of  section  11  of ( The  ( 

Law  and  Procedure  (Ireland)  Ae 

(2.)    Of  the    sufficiency  of  wha 

knowledge  the    Lord   Lieuteu 

expressed  himself  satisfied,  wit 

meaning  of  section  22  of  'The 

tion  of  Crime  (Ireland)  Act,  188 

(3.)    Of  the    sufficiency  of  whoi 

knowledge   and   legal   experia 

Lord  Chancellor  has  expressed 

satisfied,  within  the  meaning  of  f 

of '  The  Criminal  Law  and  Pi 

(Ireland)  Act,  1887'  (in  the  sai 

as   Parliamentary   Paper,  No. 

Session  1889)."— (i/r.  John  EH 

RAILWAY   8ERVANT8  (HOUR 

LABOUR). 

Ordered,  That  the  Minutes  of  I 
taken  before  the  Select  Committee  on 
Servants  (Hours  of  Labour),  in  Sessi 
be  referred  to  the  Select  Committee  on 
Servants  (Hours  of  Labour). — {Sir 
Htcbt-Beach.) 

House  adjourned  at  five 
after  Twelve 
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HOUSE  OF  LORDS, 
today,  23rd  February,  1892. 


ING    AND    LOANS    (INFANTS) 
BILL    [h.l.]— (No.  13.) 

SECOND     READING. 

>rof  the  Day  fo%the  Second  Read- 
bd. 

>  HBRSCHBLL  :  My  Lords,  in 
\  the  Second  Reading  of  this 
is  not  necessary  for  me  to  detain 
ordships  with  any  explanation  of 
►visions,  or  any  arguments  in 
our,  because  there  was  a  com- 
msent  in  your  Lordships'  House 
ssion,  when  this  Bill  was  intro- 
that  it  was  expedient  that  legis- 
->i  this  nature  should  be  under- 
vith  the  view  of  preventing  an 
lich  undoubtedly  exists,  which 
ved  by  many  to  be  growing,  and 
has  ended — as  is  well  known — 
ruin  of  many.  My  Lords,  the 
•e  passed  your  Lordships'  House 
sir,  and  went  to  the  other  House, 
it  was  read  a  second  time  and 
nto  Committee ;  but,  owing  to 
x  close  of  the  Session,  and  cer- 
position  with  whith  it  was  met, 
me  impossible  to  pass  it  into  law. 
rds,  I  am  glad  to  think  that  the 
f  that  opposition  was  a  very 
one  indeed.  I  believe  the  con- 
of  opinion  in  favour  of  the 
•e  in  the  other  House  of  Parlia- 
ras  very  nearly  unanimous,  and 
rdance  with  the  view  taken  by 
lordships  in  this  House.  But, 
ids,  I  think  it  is  desirable — inas- 
s  I  have  endeavoured  to  acquaint 
with  the  reasons  which  influ- 
hose  who  objected  to  the  Bill — 
with  those  objections  so  far  as 
ible  to  gather  them,  and  I  be- 
did  gather  them  completely. 
:ds,  it  was  said,  as  one  objection, 
is  Bill  was  a  rich  man's  Bill. 
atement  rests  on  an  entire  mis- 
snsion  of  fact.  It  is  not  a  Bill 
11  protect  the  rich  any  more  than 
rho  cannot,  in  any  sense,  come 
that  designation.  It  is  well 
that  this  evil  extends  to,  and 
suits  of  it  aro  felt  by,  many 
a  in  no  sense  be  called  rich; 
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and  I  am  quite  sure  that,  if  those,  who 
took  that  objection,  had  seen  the  letters 
that  I  received  in  relation  to  this  Bill, 
they  would  have  found  that  it  excited 
interest  in  classes  as  far  removed  as 
possible  from  the  description  of  the 
rich,  who  were  as  desirous  of  seeing  it 
pass  into  law  as  any  could  be  who  were 
well  endowed  with  this  world's  wealth. 
Therefore,  I  say,  that  is  an  objection 
founded  on  a  misapprehension.  I  do 
not  believe  that,  under  this  Bill,  those 
who  are  rich,  or  have  the  prospect  of 
riches,  would,  in  nearly  as  many  in- 
stances, be  beneficially  affected  (if  this 
Bill  should  be  successful)  as  those 
whose  means  are  very  limited  indeed. 
Then,  my  Lords,  another  objection  was 
taken.  It  was  said  that  the  person  in- 
citing an  infant  to  these  transactions 
was  alone  made  punishable,  while  no 
punishment  was  provided  for  the 
person  who  yielded  to  the  incitement. 
My  Lords,  the  whole  foundation  of 
legislation  of  this  description  relating 
to  infants  is  that  protection  may 
well  be  afforded  to  them  which  you 
would  not  afford  to  those  who  do  not 
come  within  that  description.  It  is, 
my  Lords,  a  fact,  that  is  known  to  us 
all,  that,  although  a  person  may  have 
passed  the  years  of  childhood,  yet, 
nevertheless,  he  has  not  arrived  at  a 
condition  of  well  matured  judgment, 
and  he  is  likely  to  be  easily  tempted, 
by  those  who  know  the  world  in- 
finitely better  than  he  does,  into 
action  which,  if  he  possessed  the 
judgment  which  he  will  possess  a  year 
or  two  later,  he  would  be  the  first  to 
see  was  unwise  and  ruinous.  The 
whole  basis  of  legislation  is  that  you 
may  properly  extend  protection  to 
those,  under  a  certain  age,  who  need 
it,  which  it  would  not  be  possible  to 
extend  generally.  My  Lords,  there  are 
plenty  of  precedents  for  legislation  of 
this  deecription,  but  it  is  only  necessary 
for  me  to  refer  to  one.  A  person  is 
subject  to  a  criminal  charge  who  in- 
duces a  woman,  under  an  age  when 
she  can  no  longer  be  called  a  child,  and 
is,  in  every  sense  of  the  term,  an  adult, 
to  leave  her  home  and  parents,  or  those 
under  whose  care  and  protection  she  is 
living ;  whilst  no  one  has  ever  suggested 
that  it  followed,  as  a  logical  consequence, 
that  you  ought  to  make  her  responsible 
as    well    as    the    person    who    ab- 
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ducts   her    or    induces   her   to   leave 
her     home.       My     Lords,     I     think 
that  illustration  is  enough  to  show  that 
no  new  step  is  taken  in  the  legislation 
to  which  I  am  inviting  your  Lordships 
to  give   your   assent.     Another  objec- 
tion, my  Lords,  that  was  taken  was 
that,  under  this  measure,  you  compel 
the  person  charged  to  prove  himself 
innocent.     I  do  not  think  that  is  a  just 
or  adequate  description  of  this  legisla- 
tion.    The  Bill  does  that  which  has 
been    done  very    frequently — I  could 
cite  almost  numberless  instances — for 
many  years  past ;  it  is  to  make  certain 
facts  prima  facie  evidence  unless  they 
are  displaced ;  that  is  to  say,  when  you 
know  that  certain  facts  will  in  general, 
in  almost  every  case,  or  in  the  great 
majority  of  cases,  indicate  some  infer- 
ence, you  should  take  that  inference  to 
be  established,  unless  the  person,  within 
whose  power  it   is  to  make  the  facts 
known,  and  who  is  in  full  possession  of 
them,  should  show  that  the  facts  are 
otherwise.      My   Lords,   I   think    not 
only  is  that  not  contrary  to  the  spirit 
of  English  law,  but  it  is  in  accordance 
with  common  sense,  and  is  a  principle 
that  ought  to  be  adopted.     So  far  as  I 
know,  my  Lords,  with  one  exception, 
those  are  the  only  objections  I   have 
heard  to  this  Bill ;  and,  dealing  with  all 
those  objections,  I  would  say  at  once 
that  I  should  be  most  pleased  to  con- 
sider  any  suggestions  that    might  be 
made,  by  way  of  Amendments  to  the 
Bill,  which  would  remove  any  difficulty 
which  may  be  felt  by  any  of  those  who 
have  raised    those    objections.     I    do 
not     feel     bound,      by     any      spirit 
of  pedantry,  to   the  exact  provisions 
of  the  Bill ;  and,  if,  without  defeating 
its  object,  any  of  those  difficulties  can 
be  removed  by  suggestions  from  any 
quarter,  no  one  will  be  more  pleased 
than  myself  to  alter  its  form  in  those 
respects.     But,  my  Lords,  if  those  who 
have  objections  to  the  Bill  are  unable 
to  suggest  any  way  in  which  it  can  be 
made  safer  or  more  advantageous,  you 
are  reduced  to  this  question  :  whether, 
because  there  may  be  possible   diffi- 
culties in  some  quite  exceptional  case, 
or  some  possible  danger  in  such  legisla- 
tion,  you  ought  to  forego  legislation 
which,  on  the  whole,  is  felt  to  be  neces- 
sary and  beneficial,  on  account  of  some 
possible  danger  which  nobody  sees  any 

Lord  Herschell 


way  of  remedying  or  avoiding? 
seems  to  me,  my  Lords,  that,  ii 
were  to  act  on  such  a  principle  as  i 
it  would  be  practically  to  foreg( 
legislation ;  because  you  cannot 
any  Act  of  a  remedial  character  wit 
its  carrying  with  it  some  possible 
gerous  consequences.  I  said,  my  L 
that  there  was  one  other  obja 
raised  to  the  Bill.  It  has  been 
that  the  Bill  does  not  deal  wit! 
important  matter  of  public  interest 
it  ought  to  deal  with.  I  have  no  d 
your  Lordships  are  aware  that  aire 
under  legislation  that  has  existed  : 
long  time,  a  bet  cannot  be  recovefe 
a  Court  of  Law  ;  but  it  has  been  1 
notwithstanding  those  provisions  o: 
Legislature,  that,  if  you  employ  a 
son  to  make  a  bet  for  you,  and  payi 
is  made  by  him,  the  amount  of  the 
can  be  recovered  from  the  person 
gave  the  directions  to  make  it.  I  be! 
the  Courts  arrived  at  that  conclu 
somewhat  reluctantly,  but  they 
themselves  bound  to  it  by  the  term 
the  enactment .  Consequently,  we  1 
seen  of  late  in  a  good  many  cases  * 
I  call  the  scandal  of  the  time  of  Joe 
and  juries  occupied  often  for  hours, a 
I  believe,  in  some  cases  for  days, 
determining  betting  disputes  wh 
ought  not  to  have  come  wit 
the  cognizance  of  a  Court  of  Lw 
all.  My  Lords,  I  felt  that  it  was 
possible  to  introduce  that  matter  in! 
Bill  which  deals  with  infants,  witl 
changing  the  framework  of  the  1 
which  would  be  creating  difficult 
but,  so  far  as  that  subject  is  concer 
I  trust  that  those  who  take  that  ol 
tion  will  feel  that  it  will  be  rem< 
when  I  tell  your  Lordships  that  I 
pose,  in  a  short  time,  to  present  a 
dealing  with  that  matter  by  it 
and  to  ask  you  to  give  your  as 
to  it. 

Moved, « « That  the  Bill  be  now  reac 
— (Lord  Herschell.) 

*Lord  NOBTON :  My  Lords,  n 
be  allowed  in  one  word  to  express 
deep  gratitude  to  the  noble  and  lea 
Lord  for  again  introducing  this 
which,  by  an  accident  almost,  faile 
the  last  moment  of  last  Sessio 
pass  the  other  House.  I  am  sure 
Lordships  all  agree  in  feeling  gra 
to    him  for  having  persisted  wit 
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aoet  useful  measure,  which  has  been 
imposed  for  a  long  time  to  Parliament, 
ior  the  general  welfare  of  this  country. 
Four  Lordships  not  only  agreed  unani- 
mously to  its  propositions  when  it  was 
utroduced  at  the  beginning  of  last 
3e8non ;  but  the  only  amendment 
which  you  made  was  to  carry  it  out 
till  further.  The  first  proposition 
m  merely  to  check  betting  agents 
irorn  inciting  youths  to  a  system 
rf  betting  in  their  young  days  which 
was  sure  to  grow  into  a  system  utterly 
^moralising  to  them,  and  with  con- 
lequences  miserable  to  their  families. 
fopr'  Lordships  brought  within  the 
xwisions  of  the  Bill  the  making  of 
oans  to  an  infant  an  invalid  con- 
tact. That  was  a  very  considerable 
idvance  in  the  proposition,  which  was 
tarried,  without  one  word  against  it, 
n  this  House.  When  the  Bill  went 
>efore  the  Lower  House  there  was, 
rcparently,  the  same  unanimity  on  all 
aaes ;  there  was  not  an  appearance  of 
my  opposition  to  thus  protecting  infants 
rom  such  demoralising  influences, 
tot  at  the  last  moment  in  the  Session, 
?hen  this  measure  and  others  had  been 
hrust  into  a  corner  by  more  press- 
ng  business,  it  was  possible  for  any 
Hie  individual  merely  to  put  a  notice  on 
he  Paper  to  be  fatal  to  the  Bill — and 
K)  it  happened.  I  believe  none  wished 
» frustrate  the  Bill,  and  1  believe  that 
«he  idea  in  putting  such  notice  of 
Amendment  on  the  Paper  was  a  simple 
fallacy  as  to  the  objections  which  the 
loble  and  learned  Lord  has  just  shown 
»  be  absolutely  futile.  My  Lords,  as  to 
tl  being  a  Bill  for  the  rich  and  not  for 
he  poor,  anybody  who  makes  that  objec- 
ion  shows  that  he  knows  nothing 
whatever  about  the  object  and  circum- 
tances  of  this  Bill.  It  is  perfectly 
rae  that  there  may  not  be 
ambling  on  so  large  a  scale  now 
l  this  country  as  there  was  in  the  days 
f  Fox,  as  we  read;  but — which  is 
lfinitely  worse — the  spirit  of  gambling 
i  permeating  the  whole  of  Society  from 
igh  to  low.  There  is  not  a  house  in 
riueh  the  servants  are  not  exposed  to 
his  temptation;  there  is  no  trades- 
tan,  however  small,  who  is  not  more 
•  less  engaged  in  it.  And,  my  Lords, 
hen  once  lads  are  trained  and  engage 
.  it,  I  do  believe  that,  in  general,  all 
auae  of  honour   ceases,  and  a  lower 


state  of  morality  takes  place  in  the 
minds  of  those  engaged  in  its  pursuit. 
It  may  be  said  that  these  betting  agents, 
who  number  thousands  in  this  kingdom, 
are  dealing  with  young  lads  in  a  very 
small  way  —  only  a  few  shillings ; 
and  there  are  parents  who  are  fool- 
ish enough  to  think  that  there  is 
not  much  harm  in  that.  They  do  not 
know  the  seeds  of  corruption  that 
are  being  bred  in  young  minds,  to 
their  demoralisation  and  ruin,  and  to 
the  misery  of  their  parents  and  families. 
There  can  hardly  be,  my  Lords,  I 
believe,  a  more  important  measure 
brought  before  this  House,  and  I  really 
do  believe  that  there  is  no  greater  source 
of  mischief  in  this  country  at  this 
moment  than  the  temptation  of  the 
young  to  begin  life  by  indulging  in  this 
spirit  of  gambling.  I  really  believe 
there  is  nothing  that  so  much  militates 
against  all  that  we  are  doing  in  the  way 
of  the  advance  of  education,  and  the 
amelioration  of  the  morals  of  the 
country,  and  the  reduction  of  crime, 
(in  which  we  are  so  interested  at  this 
time)  as  this  growing  spirit  of 
gambling.  I  know  the  noble  and  learned 
Lord  will  not  lose  a  moment  in  pressing 
this  Bill  through  this  House,  as 
there  is  a  unanimous  consent  of  your 
Lordships  to  assist  him  in  carrying 
it  as  speedily  as  possible,  in  order  that 
it  may  begin  in  the  other  House  at  an 
earlier  time,  which  may  prevent  its 
being  again  stifled  by  some  ignorant 
or  senseless  individual,  who,  by  the 
mere  fact  of  putting  a  notice  upon  the 
paper,  can  frustrate  the  progress  of  the 
Bill. 

Motion  agreed  to  ;  Bill  read  2a 
accordingly,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  on  Thurs- 
day next. 

COUNTY  COUNCIL  CANDIDATES. 
QUESTION — OBSERVATIONS. 

The  Earl  of  KIMBERLEY:  My 
Lords,  the  question  that  I  desire  to  ask 
Her  Majesty's  Government  relates  to  the 
point  whether  a  Clerk  to  the  Petty  Ses- 
sions is  disqualified  from  being  a  member 
of  the  County  Council  ?  The  point  turns 
upon  certain  sections  in  the  Municipal 
Corporations  Act,  which  is  incorporated 
with  the  Local  Government  Act,  and  a 
section  in  the  Local  Government  Act 
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itself,  which  I  will  read,  as  it  is  very  short. 
The  disqualifying  section  is  to  this 
effect : — 

u  A  person  shall  be  disqualified  who  has, 
directly  or  indirectly,  by  himself  or  his  part- 
ner, any  share  or  interest  in  any  contract  or 
employment  with,  by,  or  on  behalf  of  the 
Council." 

My  Lords,  the  clerk  of  the  Petty 
Sessions  is  not  appointed  by  the 
Council,  but  he  is  dependent  upon  the 
Council  for  his  salary;  because,  by 
Section  84  of  the  Local  Government 
Act,  it  is  provided  that  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee of  the  County  Council  should  be 
substituted  for  Quarter  Sessions  as  to 
all  powers  connected  with  the  fixing  of 
salaries  or  fees  to  be  received  by  the 
clerk  of  Petty  Sessions  and  the  payment 
of  such  salaries.  The  question  there- 
fore arises  whether,  inasmuch  as  the 
Clerk  to  the  Petty  Sessions,  if  elected  to 
the  County  Council,  would  be  qualified 
to  be  a  member  of  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee as  a  member  of  the  County 
Council,  and  might  be  appointed  as 
such,  he  would  not  be  so  indirectly 
interested  in  this  pecuniary  question  of 
the  fixing  of  his  salary  that  he  would 
be  disqualified  ?  The  point  is  not  by 
any  means  an  abstract  one,  for  I  under- 
stand that  there  are  several  candidates 
in  different  parts  of  the  country  who 
are  clerks  of  Petty  Sessions ;  and,  if  it 
is  possible  to  clear  up  the  doubt,  it  will 
be  a  great  satisfaction  to  those  who  are 
interested  in  those  elections.  My  own 
feeling  is — while  not  attempting  for  a 
moment  to  say  what  is  the  right 
interpretation  of  the  Act,  which  is  a 
legal  question — that  it  is  desirable  that 
such  dn  officer  should  not  be  a  member 
of  the  County  Council,  under  all  the 
circumstances. 

The  LOED  CHANCELLOR:  My 
Lords,  I  regret  that  the  noble  Lord 
who  would  properly  respond  for 
Her  Majesty's  Government  is  not  inhis 
place.  Lord  Henniker,  I  am  sorry  to  say, 
is  kept  away  by  reason  of  suffering  from 
the  prevailing  epidemic.  I  should  be  glad 
if  he  were  here  to  answer  the  question 
for  more  reasons  than  one.  In  the  first 
place,  I  think  it  is  a  very  difficult  ques- 
tion ;  and,  in  the  next  place,  my  noble 
Friend,  who  represents  the  Local  Go- 
vernment Board  in  this  House,  would 
be  able  to  answer  it  without  the  re- 
sponsibility that  attaches  to  a  Judge  who 

TJie  Earl  of  Kimberlcy 


may  have  hereafter  to  discuss  that  ver 

question  when  it  comes  before  him  i 

his  judicial  capacity.     But  the  point 

which  is  no  doubt  an   important  one 

and,   as  I  have  said,  a  very  diflicu! 

one,    seems    to     me    to    turn     ver 

much  upon  the  nature  .of  the  relation 

between  the  County  Council  and  th 

officers  in  question.    Those  officers  wer 

appointed  under  certain  provisions,  an 

fulfil   certain  functions  which  do  no 

directly  place  them  under  the  Count 

Council — that  is  quite  true.     On  th 

other  hand,  the  language  of  disqualifi 

cation  is  very  peculiar.     I  did  not  catd 

whether  the  noble  Lord  read  the  Ian 

guage    of     disqualification    from    th 

Statute. 

The  Earl  of  KIMBERLE Y :  I  die 

The    LORD    CHANCELLOR:    1 

you  put  the  language  of   disqualifies 

tion   in  the   Statute,  and  you  see  th 

relation  that  these  officers  bear  to  th 

County  Council  in  respect  of  their  k 

numeration  and  what  they  have  to  d< 

and  ask  whether  they  were  to  be  undc 

the  County  Council  or  not,  that  raise 

an   extremely  difficult  question.       I 

giving  an  opinion  on  the  subject  I  hop 

your  Lordships  will  understand  that 

have  not  had  the  point  argued  befor 

me,  and  therefore  it  is  an  opinion  whicl 

I  am  entirely  at  liberty  to  retract  wbei 

the  question  is  properly  argued  befor 

me ;  and  I  say  that  the  more  impressiveh 

because  I  understand  that  my  hon.  an 

learned  Friend    the  Attorney  Gen  en 

has  given  an   answer  to-day  to   the 

very  question  in  the  House  of  Common 

with  which  (I  speak  always  under  th 

reserve  that  I  have  mentioned)  I  shoul 

not  entirely  concur.     The  impressio 

that  I  should  form,  upon  the  whole 

would  be  that  the  object,  and  meaning 

and  spirit  of  the  Statute  is  that   thes 

officers    should    not    be    qualified   a 

County     Councillors — that     the    dis 

qualifying     section     would     apply    t 

them.    But,  as  I  say,  it  is  certain! 

not  directly  said ;  it   is  only  said  b; 

reference,  and  reference  in  such  a  wa; 

as  to  make  it  extremely  doubtful  whe 

ther    the    words     of     disqualificatioi 

apply  to  them  in  the  character  in  whicl 

they  would  be  members  of  the  Count; 

Council.     I  am  afraid,  my  Lords,  tha 

the  proposition  is  not  very  clear  as 

put  it ;  but  that  is  not  my  fault ;  it  i 

the  fault  of  the  Legislature  in  passing 
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the  Act  in  the  form  in  which  it  was 
passed.  The  only  thing  I  can  say  is 
(hat  my  own  impression  (and  I  do  not 
give  it  as  anything  more)  would  be 
that  they  are  disqualified,  and  that — 
inasmuch  as  they  do  receive  their 
remuneration  from  the  County  Council, 
although  that  is  not  the  word  contained 
in  the  disqualifying  section,  yet,  looking 
at  the  object,  and  purpose,  and  meaning 
of  the  Statute  as  a  whole,  considering 
what  it  was  intended  to  prevent  in  the 
event  of  offices  of  that  sort  being  held 
under  a  body  who  themselves  had,  in 
some  sense,  the  control  over  them — the 
holders  of  those  offices  should  not  be 
members  of  that  body.  My  impression, 
therefore,  at  present  is  that  they  are 
within  the  disqualifying  section,  and 
could  not  properly  be  elected  to  the 
County  Council. 

CLERGY   DISCIPLINE    (IMMORALITY)    BILL 

[H.L.]— (No.  19.) 

A  Bill  for  better  enforcing  discipline  in  the 
case  of  crimes  and  other  offences  against 
morality  committed  by  clergymen — Was  pre- 
sented by  the  Lord  Archbishop  of  Canterbury ; 
tead  1*;  and  to  be  printed. 

House  adjourned  at  ten  minutes 
before  Five  o'clock. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 
Tuesday,  23rd  February,  1892. 


QUESTIONS. 


THE  CONGESTED  DISTRICTS  BOARD, 

IRELAND. 

Mr.    SEXTON    (Belfast,  W.) :    On 
behalf  of  my  hon.  and  learned  Friend 
Mr.    T.   M.  Healy    (Longford,  N.),  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he  can 
state  what  has  been  done  by  the  Con- 
gested Districts  Board    in   any  of  the 
congested  districts,  and  how  often  has 
it  met  since  the  passing  of  the  Act ; 
and  if  he  can  explain  why,   although 
the  Act  transferred  from  the  Inspectors 
of  Irish   Fisheries  and   the  Board  of 
Works  the  money  available  for  fishing 
.loans   under    the    Irish   Reproductive 


Loan  and  the  Sea  Coast  Fisheries 
Funds  to  the  Congested  Districts 
Board,  the  two  former  bodies  are  still 
administering  these  funds  in  the  name 
of  the  Congested  Districts  Board  ? 

The  CHIEF  SECBETABY  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Jackson,  Leeds,  N.) : 
Since  the  passing  of  the  Act  I  am  in- 
formed that  the  members  of  the  Con- 
gested Districts  Board  have  met  on  45 
occasions ;  nine  times  at  Board  meet- 
ings, and  36  times  in  committee  meet- 
ings. Several  schemes  for  the  develop- 
ment of  sea  fisheries,  and  the  improve- 
ment in  the  breed  of  horses,  live  stock, 
and  poultry,  involving  an  expenditure 
of  about  £8,400,  have  been  approved, 
and  are  being  carried  out.  The  Board 
are  also  engaged  in  making  local  in- 
quiries respecting  the  condition  of  the 
congested  districts.  The  arrangements 
whereby  the  Irish  Reproductive  Loan 
and  Sea  Coast  Fishery  Funds  have 
continued  to  be  administered  by  the 
Inspectors  of  Fisheries  and  the  Board 
of  Works,  on  behalf  of  the  Congested 
Districts  Board,  is  merely  a  temporary 
one,  pending  the  necessary  legal  ar- 
rangements connected  with  the  trans- 
fer, which  are  now  almost  concluded. 

Mr.  SEXTON:  May  I  ask  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  is  it  necessary  that  the 
Board  should  sit  in  private  ?  There  is 
great  public  interest  taken  in  its  pro- 
ceedings ;  could  not  representatives  of 
the  Press  be  admitted,  or,  failing  that, 
could  a  summary  of  the  proceedings 
at  each  meeting  be  supplied  to  the 
Press  ? 

Mr.' JACKSON  :  I  should  not  like 
to  answer  that  question  without  con- 
sideration. I  think  it  will  be  obvious 
that  if  a  decision  is  come  to  by  the 
Board,  or  by  a  committee,  to  take 
certain  action  which  may  involve 
certain  expenditure,  it  is  not  desirable 
to  make  that  known  until  it  is  actually 
carried  out.  But  I  do  not  think  there 
would  be  any  objection  to  a  communi- 
cation being  made  by  the  secretary, 
possibly  conveying  information  for  pub- 
lication, but  I  will  mention  the  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  A.  O'CONNOR  (Donegal,  E.) : 
Will  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  say  for 
what  districts  have  the  sums  sanctioned 
been  appropriated  ? 

Mr.  JACKSON :  I  have  no  details ; 
but,  of  course,  as  the  hon.  Member  is 
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aware,  the  Board  is  divided  into  com- 
mittees for  dealing  with  certain  pro- 
posals, and,  of  course,  these  proposals 
may  apply  to  the  whole  of  the  dis- 
tricts. 

REPORTED    ATTEMPT   TO   WRECK  A 

TRAIN. 
Mr.  M.  J.  KENNY  (Tyrone,  Mid) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Irish  Government  has  been 
called  to  reports  which  appeared 
in  public  newspapers  describing  an 
alleged  attempt  to  wreck  a  train  by 
which  the  hon.  Member  for  South 
Tyrone  was  travelling  from  Fintona  to 
Omagh  on  the  27th  inst ;  whether  he 
is  aware  that  the  matter  has  since  been 
investigated  before  a  Petty  Sessions 
Court,  and  information  against  the  per- 
son accused  (a  child  of  eight  years) 
refused  by  the  Magistrates ;  and  if  the 
Sessional  Crown  Solicitor  who  appeared 
for  the  Railway  Company  is  correctly 
reported  as  having  said — 

"  That  the  Railway  Company  had  investigated 
the  matter  very  carefully,  and  had  come  to  the 
conclusion  the  offence  was  not  the  result  of  a 
deliberate  act,  and  that  they  were  now  fully 
satisfied  that  the  first  report  was  an  erroneous 
one"? 

Mr.  JACKSON:  I  understand  the 
facts  appear  to  be  substantially  as 
stated  in  the  question. 

THE  KILKENNY  COAL-FIELD8. 

Mr.    M'DERMOT   (Kilkenny,    N.) : 

I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 

Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  his 

attention  has  been  called  to  the  pas- 
sages in  the  Report  of  the  Royal  Com- 
mission on  Irish  Public  Works  (1887) 
as  to  the  necessity  for  a  railway  con- 
necting Castlecomer  and  the  Kilkenny 
coal-fields  generally  with  the  surround- 
ing railways,  and  the  public  advantages 
likely  to  result  from  such  a  line  ;  whe- 
ther he  is  aware  that  the  output  of 
those  coal-fields,  though  capable  of 
indefinite  expansion,  is  now  limited  to 
the  production  of  purely  local  supplies, 
owing  to  the  want  of  facilities  for 
carriage ;  and  whether,  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  the  Board  of  Inland  Naviga- 
tion in  the  year  1801  offered  to  grant  a 
sum  of  £40,000,  out  of  moneys  voted 
for  the  purpose  by  the  Irish  Parlia- 
ment, to  construct  a  canal  intended  to 

Mr.  Jackson 


develop  these  coal-fields,  the  Govern- 
ment will  now  grant  a  similar  sum  to 
induce  the  Great  Southern  and  Western- 
Railway  to  construct  and  work  such  &. 
line  of  railway  as  that  suggested  ? 

Mr.  JACKSON  :  Yes ;    I  have  seen 
the  passage  in  the  Report   referred  to. 
I  have  no  specific  information  on  the 
subject-matter  of  the  second  paragraph 
of  the  question.     With  regard  to  the 
subject  generally,  I  may  say  that  seven, 
years  ago  a  scheme  was  proposed  for  a 
railway  to  connect  Castlecomer  with 
the  Kilkenny  coal-fields  under  the  Tram- 
ways Act  of  1883.    This  came  before 
the  Committee  of  the  Privy  Council, 
and  it  was  decided  that  the  evidence  did 
not  warrant  a  recommendation  of  the 
scheme,  inasmuch  as,  though  it  might 
be  useful  to  the  collieries,  it  was  really  a 
matter  for  private  enterprise,  and  its 
general  importance  was  not  such  as  to 
warrant  the  taxing  of  a  whole  barony, 
no  money  being  available  from  Imperial 
sources  for  such  a  purpose. 

SERGEANT  MAJOR  WEBSTER^ 
PENSION. 

Colonel  NOLAN  (Galway,  N.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  if  he  could  state  why  Battery 
Sergeant  Major  Webster,  discharged  on 
the  24th  April,  1883,  has  only  received 
a  pension  of  Is.  5£d.  instead  of  2s.  l$d. ; 
andj  was  he  not  entitled  to  a  pension 
calculated  as  follows  :  seven  years'  con- 
tinuous service  as  sergeant,  Class  III., 
Is.  9d. ;  promotion  after  21  years,  3d. ; 
four  years  over-time,  4d. ;  less  five 
years'  service  under  age,  2£d.,  giving  a 
total  of  2s.  l£d.? 

♦The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  fob 
WAR  (Mr.  E.  Stanhope,  Lincolnshire, 
Horncastle) :  Battery  Sergeant  Major 
Webster  was  not  entitled  to  the  rates 
of  pension  as  stated  in  the  question. 
He  received  all  that  could  be  awarded 
to  him  under  the  Warrant  in  force  at 
the  time  he  was  pensioned ;  but  there 
are  peculiarities  in  his  case,  and  I  am 
prepared  to  give  it  further  considera- 
tion. 

PEN8ION8  FOR  CRIMEAN  AND  INDIAN 
MUTINY  8ERVICE8. 

Mb.  LENG  (Dundee) :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  what 
number  of  applications  have  been  made.* 
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(or  special  pensions  to  aged  and  dis 
tressed  soldiers  who  served  in  the 
:  Crimean  and  Indian  Mutiny  Campaigns, 
what  number  of  these  special  pensions 
bare  been  granted,  and  what  will 
their  aggregate  annual  amount ; 
whether  the  conditions  laid  down  by 
the  Chelsea  Hospital  are  found  to  ex 
elude  many  urgent  and  deserving  cases . 
and  whether  it  is  intended  to  relax 
them  in  any  way? 

•Mb.  E.  STANHOPE:  The  total 
Dumber  of  applications  for  special  pen 
sions  to  aged  and  distressed  soldier; 
who  served  in  the  Crimean  and  Indian 
Mutiny  campaigns  received  has  been 
about  600.  The  pensions  granted  have 
been  39,  amounting  to  about  £720  a 
year.  The  remainder  were  refused,  foi 
the  reason  that  the  men  had  not  com- 

Ipleted  14  years'  service.  This  and 
other  questions  are  now  being  consi- 
dered in  consultation  with  the  Treasury. 
Mb.  A.  O'CONNOR  (Donegal,  EJ  : 
Will  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  consider 
the  fairness  of  granting  pensions,  irre- 
spective of  length  of  service,  to  men  who 
have  served  in  the  Crimea  and  else- 
where, and  who  have  become  perma- 
nently disabled  in  and  by  their  service  ? 
•Mb.  E.  STANHOPE:  It  is  not  for 
me  alone  to  consider  that,  but  I  shall 
be  very  glad  to  give  it  consideration,  in 
connection  with  other  matters. 

Mb.  E.  ROBERTSON  (Dundee): 
May  I  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to 
say  when  he  will  make  a  definite  state- 
ment on  this  subject? 
'Mb.  E.  STANHOPE:  I  think  I 
have  made  a  very  definite  statement. 
As  to  a  further  statement  on  the 
matter  undergoing  consideration,  that 
shall  be  made  as  soon  as  possible. 

COUNTY  COUNCIL  STOCK  AND 
ACCOUNTS. 
Mb.  MACINNES  (Northumberland, 
Hexham)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President 
of  the  Local  Government  Board  when 
he  proposes  to  prescribe  regulations  for 
the  issue  of  county  stock,  in  accordance 
with  Section  70  of  "  The  Local  Govern- 
ment Act,  1688,"  and  also  to  prescribe 
the  form  of  accounts  of  the  receipts  and 
expenditure  of  County  Councils,  as  pro- 
vided for  in  section  71  of  the  same  Act  1 
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The  PRESIDENT  of  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BO  AED  (Mr.  Ritchie, 
Tower  Hamlets,  St.  George's) :  Hernia- 
tions as  regards  the  issue  of  county 
stock  in  accordance  with  Section  70  of 
the  Local  Government  Act,  1888,  were 
issued  in  July  1891,  and  were  confirmed 
by  an  Order  in  Council  in  September 
last.  The  Local  Government  Board 
have  not  yet  prescribed  forms  of  ac- 
counts for  the  receipt  and  expenditure 
of  County  Councils.  At  the  time  when 
the  County  Councils  were  constituted 
it  was  found  that  there  was  great 
diversity  of  practice  as  to  the  mode  of 
keeping  the  accounts,  but  some  greater 
approach  to  uniformity  has  been  obtained 
through  the  suggestions  of  the  District 
Auditors  when  engaged  on  their  audits. 
As  yet,  however,  the  Board  think  that 
it  is  desirable  that  further  experience 
should  be  obtained  before  prescribing 
one  form  of  account  for  all  the  counties. 

THE  POSTMASTER  AT  HARLESDEN. 

] 

whetner  Mr.  Timothy  Smith  is  the 
postmaster  at  Harlesden,  in  Middlesex ; 
and,  if  not,  upon  what  day  he  resigned 
his  post ;  who  is  now  the  postmaster  at 
Harlesden,  and  upon  what  day  the 
appointment  was  made ;  whether  he  is 
aware  that  Mr.  Smith  still  lives  at  the 
Harlesden  post  office,  and  is  now  a 
candidate  for  the  Middlesex  County 
Council,  and  that  a  large  number  of 
bills  are  pasted  on  the  windows  of  the 
post  office,  which  is  Mr.  Smith's  pro- 
perty, calling  upon  the  electors  to  "Vote 
for  Timothy  Smith,"  and  generally  in 
support  of  his  candidature ;  and  whether 
this  is  an  infringement  of  the  Regula- 
tions of  the  Post  Office ;  and,  if  so,  what 
course  will  be  taken  ? 

The  POSTMASTER  GENERAL 
(Sir  James  Feroussom,  Manchester, 
N.E.) :  The  office  at  Harlesden  is  what 
is  called  a  Receiving  House  or  Sub-Post 
Office,  kept  by  a  tradesman  under 
regulations.  Mr.  Smith  resigned  his 
appointment  on  the  3rd  instant,  with  a 
view  to  becoming  a  candidate  for  the 
County  Council ;  and  his  wife  being 
recommended  was  appointed  on  the 
12th  and  installed  on  the  22nd.  There 
is  no  Post  Office  rule  against  a  husband 
residing  with  his  wife,  although  she  is 
a  sub -postmistress ;  but  the  exhibition  of 
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election  bills  in  the  post  office  window 
was  contrary  to  regulation,  and  has 
now  been  discontinued. 

Mr.  COBB:  Will  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  undertake  to  make  further 
inquiry ;  because,  as  I  am  credibly 
informed,  the  resignation  of  the  post- 
master was  a  mere  colourable  device  to 
avoid  disqualification  as  a  candidate 
for  the  County  Council,  and  the  late 
postmaster  does  practically  discharge 
the  duties  of  the  office  in  his  wife's 
name? 

Sir  JAMES  FERGUSSON:  I  am 
not  prepared  to  make  inquiry  into  the 
truth  of  a  general  allegation,  but  I  will 
inquire  into  any  specific  allegation  the 
hon.  Member  desires  inquiry  made 
into.  As  I  have  said,  there  is  no  im- 
propriety in  a  man  resigning  the  ap- 
pointment in  favour  of  his  wife,  and 
there  are  many  precedents  for  the 
course  followed  in  this  case. 

NAVAL  REPAIRS  ON  THE  IRISH 
STATIONS. 

Mr.  MORROGH  (Cork  Co.,  S.E.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  how  many  of  the  Queen's 
ships,  of  all  classes,  stationed  at  Naval 
stations  on  the  South  and  West  Coasts 
of  Ireland,  have  been  refitted,  over- 
hauled, or  repaired  during  the  past 
five  years ;  what  was  the  nature  of 
such  overhauling  or  repairs  ;  where 
were  these  repairs  effected ;  and  what 
was  the  cost,  in  each  case,  of  such 
works  ? 

The  FIRST  LORD  of  the  AD- 
MIRALTY (Lord  George  Hamilton, 
Middlesex,  Ealing) :  Fourteen  of  Her 
Majesty's  ships,  including  coastguard 
cruisers,  have  been  stationed  off  the 
South  and  West  Coasts  of  Ireland  at 
various  times  during  the  period  in 
question,  on  all  of  which,  with  two 
exceptions,  certain  expenditure  has 
been  incurred  for  repairs,  &c.  In 
nearly  every  case  the  amount  so  ex- 
pended has  been  comparatively  small, 
the  exception  being  in  the  case  of  the 
Sliannon.  The  details  are  some- 
what minute,  and  it  is  hardly  possible 
to  compress  them  within  the  limits  of 
a  Parliamentary  answer,  but  if  the 
hon.  Gentleman  desires  the  full  infor- 
mation, I  will  give  him  the  whole 
Return ;  the  names  of  the  ships,  the 
nature  of  the  repairs,  and  where  these 
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were  done.     The  Return  is  as  follow. 
— Revenge,  £271,  and  Triumph,  £617, 
Queenstown  and  Passage  Docks  Com- 
pany,  Haulbowline,   and    Devonport; 
Shannon,     £10,580,     Devonport    and 
Portsmouth ;  Banterer,  £1,473,  Devon- 
port,    Sheerness,     Haulbowline,    and 
Queenstown  and  Passage  Docks  Com- 
pany ;  Britomart,  £648  ;  Orwell,  £190, 
and  Argus,  £2,358,  Devonport,  Haul- 
bowline, and  Queenstown  and  Passage 
Docks    Company ;      Shamrock,     £30, 
Queenstown  and  Passage  Docks  Com- 
pany and    Haulbowline ;     Gipsy,  £9, 
Haulbowline;    Victoria,  £874,  Devon- 
port,  Plymouth,  and  Dartmouth;  Stag, 
£922,  Londonderry,  Devonport,  Sheer- 
ness,  Haulbowline,   and    Queenstown 
and    Passage    Docks    Company;   and 
Fly,  £453,  Devonport. 

Mr.  MAURICE  HEALY  (Cork): 
But  were  any  of  the  repairs  carried 
out  at  Haulbowline  ? 

Lord  GEORGE  HAMILTON : 
Well,  I  think  the  hon.  Member  had 
better  wait  until  he  can  see  the  Return. 
Some  of  the  repairs  were  done  at  Haul- 
bowline. 

ROYAL  SMALL  ARMS  FACTORY, 
ENFIELD. 

Mr.  JAMES  ROWLANDS  (Rns- 
bury,  E.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  whether  an  order  for 
30,000  Martini-Henry  carbines  has 
been  given  to  the  Henry  Barrel  Com- 
pany ;  and  whether  the  cost  will  be 
more  than  the  cost  of  the  last  order 
executed  at  the  Royal  Small  Arms 
Factory,  Enfield? 

♦Mr.  E.  STANHOPE  :  An  order  for 
Martini-Henry  carbines,  required  by 
the  Government  of  India,  has  been 
given  to  the  Henry  Barrel  Company, 
at  a  price  above  the  cost  of  those  last 
produced  at  the  Small  Arms  Factory. 
Apart  from  some  mechanical  difficulties 
in  executing  the  order  at  Enfield,  con- 
sequent on  alterations  in  the  machinery 
for  the  purposes  of  the  Lee-Metford 
rifle,  this  course  has  been  taken  in  fulfil* 
ment  of  my  pledge  that  a  fair  share  of 
production  shall  be  given  to  the  private 
trade  of  the  country. 

Mr.  J.  ROWLANDS:  Will  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  state  the  difference  in 
cost  as  between  the  Small  Arms  Factory 
and  the  Company  ? 


»"5 


KflT    Police  Protection  at      {23  Febbu 

•Mb.  E.  STANHOPE  :  My  recollec- 
tion is  that  the  difference  was  as 
between  42s.  and  60s. 

THE  COMMITTEE  ON  FINANCIAL 
RELATIONS  (ENGLAND,  SCOT- 
LAND AND  IRELAND). 

Sib  JOSEPH  M'KENNA 
(Monaghan,  S.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  whether 
be  will  in  the  present  Session  give 
anon  early  notice  for  striking  the  Com- 
mittee on  Financial  Relations  (Eng- 
land, Scotland,  and  Ireland),  as  will 
obviate  its  falling  through  in  conse- 
quence of  blocking  Notices,  as  happened 
m  the  two  last  Sessions  of  Parliament  ? 

Db.  CAMERON  (Glasgow,  College) 
had  notice  of  the  following  question  : — 
To  aak  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
whether  he  intends  this  Session  to  ask 
the  House  to  re-appoint  the  Select 
Committee  on  the  Financial  Relations 
between  England,  Scotland,  and  Ire- 
land, which  met  towards  the  close  of 
the  Session  before  last  ? 

The  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EX- 
CHEQUER (Mr.  Gobchen,  St. 
George's,  Hanover  Square) :  I  am  in 
communication  with  my  right  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  the  St. 
Augustine's  Division  (Mr.  Akers 
Douglas)  with  regard  to  this  Com- 
mittee, and  I  trnst  he  will  soon  be 
able  to  put  down  a  notice  for  the 
appointment  of  the  Committee. 

Dr.  CLAEK  (Caithness) :  Will  the 
opportunity  be  given  to  discuss  the 
question  raised  by  Welsh  Members  and 
others? 

Mb.  GOSCHEN :  I  must  consult 
my  right  hon.  Friend  the  First  Lord  ; 
but  I  do  hope  that  we  shall  be  able  to 
come  to  such  an  arrangement  that  hon. 
Members  will  abstain  from  blocking 
the  Motion  for  the  appointment  of  the 
Committee. 

Mb.  SEXTON  :  Has  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  made  up  his  mind  not  to 
put  the  notice  on  the  Paper  to  be  taken 
■t  such  a  time  when  it  could  not  be 
blocked? 

Mb.  GOSCHEN  :  No;  I  have  not 
made  up  my  mind  upon  that,  but  I  wilt 
confer  with  my  right  hon.  Friend  as  to 
whether  the  Government  have  any 
time  for  the  purpose  when  a  blocking 
notice  would  have  no  effect. 
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POLICE  PROTECTION  AT  OLASH- 
KINLEEN,  COUNTY  CORK, 
Mr.  FLYNN  (Cork,  N.)  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  what  was  the 
nature  of  the  answer  returned  by  His 
Excellency  to  the  memorial  signed  by 
over  100  ratepayers  asking  for  the  re- 
moval of  the  police  protection  hut 
at  Glashkinleen.  Newmarket,  County 
Cork,  which  was  presented  to  him 
some  months  ago ;  and  whether,  in  view 
of  the  facts  referred  to  by  the  memo- 
rialists, namely,  the  peaceful  state  of 
the  locality,  and  the  heavy  cost  of  the 
extra  police  upon  the  ratepayers 
(amounting  to  3s.  in  the  £1  upon 
the  valuation),  he  will  advise  the  re- 
moval of  the  police  hut  ?  Mr.  Flynn 
had  notice  also  of  the  following  ques- 
tions :  To  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  what  is 
the  cost  to  the  ratepayers  of  the  dis- 
trict of  the  police  stationed  in  the  pro- 
tection hut  at  Glashkinleen,  New- 
market, County  Cork ;  how  many 
police  are  there  stationed,  and  what  is 
the  nature  of  their  duties  ;  and  on  what 
parish  or  districts  does  the  burden  of 
this  extra  police  tax  fall?  To  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  he  is  aware  that  a 
man  named  Cornelius  Murphy,  of 
Glashkinleen,  Newmarket,  County 
Cork,  who  is  still  under  police  protec- 
tion, has  been  frequently  charged  with 
firing  off  his  revolver  on  the  public  road, 
and  on  some  occasions  at  unoffending 
parties ;  what  action  has  been  taken 
by  the  police  authorities  in  regard  to 
him  ;  and  whether  police  protection 
will  be  continued  to  him  ? 

Mr.  JACKSON  :  I  will  answer  the 
three  questions  of  the  hon.  Member 
together.  The  reply  sent  to  the 
memorialists  was  to  the  effect  that  the 
police  were  required  forthe  protection  of 
a  man  named  Murphy,  and  since  then 
the  constabulary  report  that  continued 
police  protection  is  necessary  for  the 
preservation  of  the  peace  of  the  district. 
The  extra  cost  to  the  ratepayers  is 
Is.  lid.— not  3s.— in  the  £1,  and 
the  amount  is  £137  annually.  The 
police,  live  in  all,  are  employed  in  the 
special  protection  and  in  general  police 
work,  including  patrol  duty.  Murphy 
appears  to  have  been  charged  on  three 
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occasions  with  firing  revolver  shots  in 
the  public  road,  but  the  Magistrates 
had  no  conclusive  evidence  that  he  fired 
at  any  person.  My  reply  to  the  last 
paragraph  in  the  last  question  is  in  the 
affirmative. 

Mr.  FLYNN  :  Is  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  aware  that  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  hut,  or  in  the  near  neighbour- 
hood, there  are  three  police  barracks  ; 
and  is  he  aware  that  this  man,  who 
claims  and  receives  police  protection  at 
this  enormous  cost  to  the  ratepayers, 
has  been  convicted  of  firing  off  a 
revolver  in  the  public  road,  and  his 
revolver  has  been  taken  from  him  ;  and 
will  police  protection  still  be  afforded 
to  him  ? 

Mr.  JACKSON  :  Yes,  Sir.  I  have 
given  an  answer  to  the  question. 

Mr.  FLYNN  :  I  will  call  attention 
to  this  matter  in  Committee  of  Supply. 

PENSION  8CHEME  FOR  TEACHERS 

(IRELAND). 

Mr.  FLYNN:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland,  in  reference  to  the  Commis- 
sioners of  National  Education,  Ireland, 
whether  the  revision  of  the  pension 
scheme  (for  teachers)  has  been  made  in 
the  past  even'  five  years  ? 

Mr.  JACKSON  :  The  Act  establish- 
ing the  National  School  Teachers' 
(Ireland)  Pension  Fund  came  into 
operation  on  1st  January,  1880.  The 
first  valuation  was  concluded  in  the 
middle  of  the  year  1885,  the  revised 
rules  resulting  therefrom  coming  into 
operation  from  1st  January,  1886.  The 
second  valuation  was  made  in  1891, 
and  the  results  are  now  under  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Treasury. 

CERTIFICATES    FOR    INTERMEDIATE 
EXAMINATIONS  (IRELAND). 

Mr.  FLYNN  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  he  is  aware  that 
children  intending  to  compete  in  the 
intermediate  examinations  in  Ireland 
are  required  to  produce  certificates  of 
birth,  and  are  obliged  to  pay  3s.  7d. 
each  for  such  certificates  to  the 
Registrar  ;  and  whether,  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  many  of  the  pupils  belong  to 
the  poorer  classes,  the  Government 
will  undertake  to  reduce  the  sum  so 
charged  to  a  nominal  amount,  say  6d., 

Mr.  Jackson 


as  is  done  under  the  English  Elementary 
Education  Act  ? 

Mr.  JACKSON  :  I  have  received  i 
Report  from  the  Assistant  Commis- 
sioners for  Intermediate  Education,  to 
the  effect  that  the  charge  for  certificate 
is  not  regulated  by  the  Board.  The 
charge  does  appear  to  me  to  be  rather 
a  high  one,  and  I  will  make  further 
inquiries  on  the  subject. 

COLONISATION  VOTE. 

Mr.  SETON-KARR  (St.  Helen's): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer in  what  form  the  Government 
propose  to  ask  the  House  for  a  Vote 
for  colonisation  purposes,  whether  in 
the  Scotch  Estimates  or  by  a  Supple- 
mentary Vote,  or  otherwise ;  whether  | 
this  will  be  done  at  an  early  date,  and  ; 
whether  any  decision  has  been  arrived  ; 
at  by  the  Government  or  by  the  : 
Colonisation  Board  as  to  whit 
particular  locality  in  the  Colonial 
Empire  it  is  proposed  to  colonise  with 
the  funds  referred  to;  and  whether 
the  Government  have  taken  any  steps 
since  the  month  of  July  last,  or  propose 
shortly  to  take  any  steps,  to  faciliate  or 
hasten  an  agreement  with  the  Govern- 
ment of  British  Columbia  as  to  colonisa- 
tion of  Crofter  families  or  others  in  that 
Colony,  in  accordance  with  the  recom- 
mendations of  the  Colonisation  Com- 
mittee of  last  Session,  or  otherwise? 

Mr.    GOSCHEN:     An    application 

from  the  Scotch  Office  for  the  insertion 
in  the  Estimates  of  a  sum  of  £7,500  for 
colonisation  purposes  was  received  after 

the     Civil     Sendee    Estimates    were 
practically   closed.    It  was    therefore 
impossible  to  include  this  stun  in  the 
Estimates,     but     when     the     Scotch 
Estimates     are     reached,    a    Supple- 
mentary Estimate  for  this  amount  will 
be  presented  at  the  same  time.    It  is. 
proposed  with  these  funds  to  take  steps 
for  the  emigration   of  Scotch  Crofter 
families  to  Canada.     With  regard  to 
the  last   part  of  the  hon.   Member's 
question,  we  made  what  I  consider  to 
be  an  extremely  liberal  offer  to  the 
Government  of  British  Columbia,  and 
are  now    awaiting    their    answer.     I 
should  be  very  sorry  to  take  any  steps 
which  would  imply  that  we  are  anxious 
to  press  colonists  upon  a  country  which 
is  not  cordially  ready  to  receive  them,. 
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id  I  therefore  consider  that  the  next 
ep  should  be  taken  by  the  British 
)lumbian  Government. 

INCOME  TAX  ASSESSMENTS, 
SCHEDULE  D. 
Mr.  SETON-KARR  (St.  Helen's) : 
beg  to  ask  the  Chancellor  of  the 
(chequer  whether  he  is  aware  that  in 
ecase  of  certain  public  commercial 
mpanies  in  London  the  Inland 
jvenue  Commissioners  have  assessed 
under  Schedule  D,  and  have  sought 
charge  Income  Tax  on  the  following 
tms  of  expenditure  incurred  in  the 
arse  of  the  business  of  the  companies 
'erred  to,  viz. :  debenture  stamps, 
egrams,  bank  charges,  travelling 
penses,  debenture  commissions,  ad- 
rtising,  printing,  and  stationery; 
tether  he  will  explain  on  what 
nciple  all  or  any  of  such  items  come 
der  Schedule  D  as  liable  for  Income 
x ;  and  in  the  event  of  his  not  being 
lire  that  such  assessments  for  Income 
x  as  above  described  have  been 
rile,  whether  he  will  cause  full 
[dry  into  the  subject  to  be  made  ? 

SIr.  GOSCHEN  :  The  hon.   Mem- 

•  made    a  very  usual    mistake  in 

airing    that    the    Inland    Revenue 

tnmissioners     are      the      assessing 

•horities  in  the  cases  to  which  he 
ars.  The  assessments  are  made  by 
t  Commissioners  of  Income  Tax  for 
t  City  of  London,  who  are  an  inde- 
ldent  body,  and  not  under  the  con- 
l  of  the  Government.  With  regard 
ihe  substance  of  his  question,  I  have 
joint  out  that  it  is  incorrect  to  say 
t  Income  Tax  is  charged  upon 
bain  items  of  expenditure.  Income 
i  under  Schedule  D  is,  of  course, 
xged  upon  profits,  and  the  question 
ich  has  arisen  is  whether  certain 
qb  of  expenditure  may  or  may  not 
deducted  from  the  annual  gross 
fits  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining 
profits  upon  which  the  assessment 
made.  The  items  of  expenditure 
itioned  in  the  question  were  con- 
ted  with  the  issue  of  debentures, 
[  the  Commissioners  held  that  they 
e  of  the  nature  of  capital  expendi- 
),  and  therefore  not  properly  to  be 
acted  from  the  annual  profits. 
>r  the  assessment  had  been  made 
•he  usual  way,   an  appeal  against 


it  was  heard  by  the  City  Com- 
missioners of  Income  Tax,  sitting 
judicially.  It  was  open  to  a  company 
dissenting  from  their  decision  to  have 
a  case  stated,  at  a  very  trifling  cost,  for 
the  decision  of  the  High  Court  of 
Justice,  and  I  understand  that  in  some 
cases  this  step  has  been  taken.  The 
point  is  one  for  judicial  decision,  and 
not  for  administrative  action. 

STATIONERY  OFFICE  WASTE  PAPER 
DEPARTMENT. 

Mr.  JAMES  ROWLANDS  (Fins- 
bury,  E.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury  whether  he  is  aware 
that  a  number  of  girls  are  employed  in 
the  waste  paper  department  of  the 
Stationery  Office  under  unhealthy  con- 
ditions and  at  low  wages  ;  and  whether 
he  is  prepared  to  take  steps  to  secure 
the  amendment  of  the  conditions  of 
employment  of  the  girls  concerned  ? 

The  SECRETARY  to  the  TREA- 
SURY (Sir  John  Gorst,  Chatham)  : 
Yes ;  and  I  have  visited  the  factory  in 
company  with  Mr.  Pigott,  the  Con- 
troller of  the  Stationery  Office.  The 
statements  referred  to  seemed  to  me 
highly  coloured,  and  the  building  and 
conditions  of  employment  much  better 
than  represented.  With  reference  to 
the  statement  that  there  was  a  violation 
of  the  Factory  Act,  I  found  that  the  Con- 
troller had  already  sent  for  an  Inspector 
from  the  Home  Office,  whose  Report, 
however,  I  have  not  yet  received.  But  I 
understand  the  factory  has  been 
regularly  inspected  by  the  Factory  In- 
spector of  the  district,  and  that  all 
suggestions  made  by  him  from  time  to 
time  have  been  at  once  carried  out. 
The  Controller  will  obtain  a  Report  from 
experts  as  to  the  possibility  of  removing 
the  dust  by  fans  or  otherwise;  the 
question  of  revising  the  wages  will  be 
considered  ;  and  steps  will  be  taken  to- 
improve,  as  far  as  practicable,  the 
conditions  of  the  employment.    -"■  .-?•  T* 

Mr.  J.  ROWLANDS :  Do  I  under- 
stand the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  say 
the  question  of  wages  will  be  re-con- 
sidered ? 

Sir  JOHN  GORST  :  Yes ;  it  will  b* 
considered  at  once. 
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THE  POUCE  AKB  THE   SALVATION  O"—-   Zfi.  TFJl} 

ARMY  AT  EASTBOURNE.  certain  provisio^  of  ^  Irish  0^ 

Mr.    J.    E.    ELLIS    (Nottingham,  Act? 
Rushcliffe) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary       Me   MATTHEWS  :  No  case  of  bov- 

of    State  for  the  Home  Department  cotting  has  been  reported  to  me. 
whether,  in  pursuance  of  a  resolution 

passed  by  the  Watch  Committee  of  the        RAILWAY    RATE8    PROVISIONAL 
Eastbourne    Town    Council,   on   14th  ORDERS 

draw  police  protection  from  the  Salva-  fcask  the  President  of  the  Ifcard d 

tion    Army    in    the    streets    of    that  T^e  whether  !t  is  intended  to  rd« 

Vwv».~,,„u.    o« a    ;t  or,    wu0+  „,„«    u;0  the  Railway  Rates  Provisional  Order 

borough;    and,   if  so,   what  was    his  ^     n        ,.  J      -d-,,       .  .     ^      j    •  *„ 

™«j,t.      nv,^     wv^+w     v,^    u««    «^,r  Confirmation    Bills,    introduced    into 

reply;     and     whether     he    has    any  -n    ,.  .  .,     \tu*    .     *     .    *^ . 

~wLv»+;™  *~  i«™;~„  *u^  A^^.A«^^M^AMA1  Parliament  on  the  10th  instant,  to  I 

objection  to  laying  the  correspondence     .    .,       „         ...       .       , ,    ,    .       ^  l 

nnon  the  Table  ?  similar   Committee  to    that  to  wnicli 

^  *  similar  Bills  were  referred  last  Session; 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for  and  whether,  considering  that  some  of 

the    HOME     DEPARTMENT    (Mr.  the  Bills  cannot  yet  be  procured  by  the 

Matthews,  Birmingham,  E.) :  Yes ;  I  PubHc>  and  *®  difficulty  which  may 

received  a  letter  from   the  Mayor  of  be  experienced  by  traders  aiid  agncut 

._     .,  -,^1X1     .       ,. i    i  tunsts  in  complying  with  the  ordinary 

Eastbourne  on  14th  July,  in  which  he  mle  requiring  Petitions  against  Bills  of 

stated  that,  owing  to  the  action  of  the  this  kind  to  be  deposited  within  seven 

Salvation   Army,    the  claims  on    the  days  after  the  Examiner's  notice  has 

police  force  were  becoming  very  heavy ;  been  given,  a  relaxation  of  this  rok 

that  they  were  unfairly   deprived  of  wiU  be  conceded  similar  to  that  adopted 

their  Sunday  rest,   and  that  parts  of  in  aspect  of  the  Bills  of  last  Session, 

the  borough  had  to  be  left  with  in-  allowing  aU  persons  to  te  heiu^wh^ 

adequate     police    protection,    and    in  Petitions  are  deposited  before  tto  «*- 

which  he  inquired  whether  the  Watch  £»  of  th°  Committee  to  which  the 

Committee  would  be  justified  in  limit-  BlUs  may  be  referred  ?  __ 

ing  the  police  protection  in  the  parts  of      *The  PRESIDENT  of  the  B0ABU 

the  town  frequented  by  the  Salvation  <>*    TRADE     (Sir     Michael    Hick 

Army  to  the  usual  protection  afforded  Beach,  Bristol,  W.):  Yes,  Sir;  I  intend, 

on  ordinary  occasions,   notice  of  this  in  respect  of  such  of  the  Railway  Bates 

being  given  to  the  Salvation  Army.   In  Provisional  Orders  Confirmation  BUB 

answer  to  this  letter,  the  Mayor  was  as  mav  °e  opposed,  to  ask  the  House 

informed    that    the   responsibility  for  *o  follow  the  precedent  of  last  year, 

maintaining  the  peace  in  Eastbourne  A»  all  the  Bills  are  now  in  the  tends 

rested  with  him,  the  Watch  Committee,  of  Members,  I  trust  that,  should  W 

and  the   Magistrates,    and    that    the  necessary     resolutions      be     carried, 

Secretary  of  State  could  not  sanction  or  the  Committee  may  meet  at  an  early 

recommend  any  measures  which  might  date, 
have  the  effect  of  allowing  disturbances 

to   take   place   unchecked.      I   do  not        8ENTENCE    ON    BEDWELL   FOB 
think  any  public  purpose  will  be  served  E8PIONAGE. 

by  laying  this  correspondence  on  the       ^    BALLANT1NE     (Coventry) : 

Table,  but  I  shall  be  happy  to  furnish  j  b      to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of 

the  hon  Member  with  copies  of  these  Sfcate  for  Foreign  Affair8  whether  the 

letters  if  he  desire  it.  Foreign  Office  has  made  any  attempt 

Mb.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) :   Is  the  to  obtain  a  remission  of  a  sentence  of 

right  hon.  Gentleman  aware  that  in  the  imprisonment  and  fine  passed  by  the 

borough  of  Eastbourne  the  practice  of  Police  Court  of  St.  Etienne,  on  26th 

boycotting    all     those    persons    who  December     last,    upon     an     English 

are  known  to  be  in  sympathy  with  the  subject  named  Bedwell,  as  accessory  to 

Salvation  Army  is  in  full  swing ;  and,  an  offence  against  the  French  law  of 

under    these    circumstances,   will  the  espionage,  alleged  to  have  been  com- 
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mitted  by  an  English  subject  named 
Cooper ;  and  whether  the  British  Am- 
bassador in  Paris  has  instructions  to 
render  any  assistance  to  British  sub- 
jects arrested  under  the  French  law  of 
espionage,  or  to  make  representations 
to  the  French  authorities  upon  their 
behalf? 

The  UNDER  SECRETARY  op 
STATE  fob  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS 
(Mr.  J.  W.  Lowther,  Cumberland, 
Penrith)  :  Unofficial  representations 
have  been  made  to  the  French  Govern- 
ment with  a  view  to  the  mitigation  of 
the  sentence  passed  on  Bedwell.  Her 
Majesty's  Ambassador  is  always  ready 
to  assist  British  subjects,  but  it  is 
impossible  for  him  to  interfere  with  the 
ordinary  course  of  justice  in  France. 

THE   NEW   ADMIRALTY    BUILDINGS. 

Mr.  JEFFREYS  (Hants,  Basing- 
stoke) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Com- 
missioner of  Works  why  the  proposed 
buildings  at  the  Admiralty  have  not 
pet  been  commenced  ? 

The  FIRST  COMMISSIONER  of 
WORKS  (Mr.  Plunket,  Dublin 
University) :  The  foundations  of  the 
lew  Admiralty  buildings  were  com- 
pleted last  spring.  The  invitations  for 
lenders  for  the  superstructure  were 
considerably  delayed  owing  to  the 
strike  which  prevailed  in  the  Metro- 
polis from  May  until  November  last. 
During  this  strike  it  would  have  been 
most  unwise  for  the  Government  to 
have  invited  tenders,  as  contractors 
tfould  have  been  compelled  to  send  in 
high  estimates  in  order  to  provide 
against  possible  loss  arising  from  the 
Uncertain  issue  of  the  strike.  On  its 
termination,  advertisements  for  tenders 
(or  the  first  block  were  published 
immediately,  all  necessary  preparations 
baving  long  before  been  made.  As  a 
result,  a  contract  with  Messrs.  Shillitoe 
ind  Sons  was  agreed  to ;  and  after  an 
nterval,  no  longer  than  was  absolutely 
seeded  for  the  adjustment  of  the  details 
)f  the  contract,  orders  to  commence 
work  were  given — that  was  a  week  ago 
-and  operations  are  now  in  progress. 

THE    ROYAL    NAVAL  ARTILLERY 
VOLUNTEERS. 

Dr.  CAMERON :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
ecretary  of  State  for  War  whether 
q  arrangement  has  been  come  to  be- 


tween the  Admiralty  and  the  War 
Office,  under  which  the  latter  is  to  take 
over  the  responsibility  for  the  coast 
defence  of  this  country  ;  and,  if  so,  is  it 
proposed  to  employ  the  officers  and 
men  of  the  Royal  Naval  Artillery 
Volunteers,  in  the  event  of  them  trans- 
ferring their  services  to  the  War  Office, 
in  manning  gunboats,  torpedo,  and 
patrol  boats  for  the  defence  of  the 
ports  and  the  mine  fields  connected 
with  them  ;  and,  if  not,  whether  he 
would  state  how  it  is  proposed  to 
employ  the  force  in  the  event  of  its 
agreeing  to  the  transfer  ? 

*Me.  E.  STANHOPE :  No  such 
arrangement  has  been  made,  as  the 
War  Office  has  always  been  responsible 
for  coast  defence.  The  employment  of 
the  Royal  Naval  Artillery  Volunteers, 
or  of  some  of  them,  is  still  under 
consideration  ;  but  I  have  indicated  to 
them  that  congenial  employment  might 
be  found  for  them  in  the  corps  of 
Submarine  Mining  Engineers  at  certain 
ports. 

Dr.  CAMERON  :  As  to  the  question 
of  responsibility,  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man will  allow  me  to  explain  that  in 
framing  the  question  my  only  desire 
was  that  the  men  should  know  what 
sort  of  employment  it  was  proposed 
they  should  be  engaged  in. 

*Mr.  E.  STANHOPE:  Quite  so. 
That  has  been  clearly  indicated  to 
them. 

MINES  AND  FACTORIES  IN  THE  ISLE 

OF  MAN. 

Dr.  CAMERON  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department  if  he  can  explain  why  the 
Factory  and  Worshops  Act  is  not  ad- 
ministered in  the  Isle  of  Man,  where 
large  numbers  of  women  and  young 
persons  are  employed ;  and  if  there  is 
any  distinction  drawn  between  the 
Coal  Mines  and  Metalliferous  Mines 
Acts  and  the  Factory  and  Workshops 
Act  in  respect  to  their  application  to 
the  Isle  of  Man  ;  and,  if  so,  why  ? 

Mr.  MATTHEWS  :  Parliament  has 
not  thought  fit  to  make  the  Factory 
and  Workshops  Act,  1878  and  1891, 
applicable  to  the  Isle  of  Man.  The 
Metalliferous  Mines  Act,  1872,  does  by 
express  reference  extend  to  the  Isle  of 
Man  ;  the  Coal  Mines  Regulation  Act, 
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1887,  does  not — for  this  reason,  pos- 
sibly, that  there  is  no  coal  in  the 
district. 

RECEIVERSHIPS   UNDER  THE    LAND 

JUDGES. 

Mr.  BLANB  (Armagh,  S.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland 
if  he  can  say  on  what  date  the  Land 
Judges  received  the  application  of  Cap- 
tain O'Conor,  of  the  Palace  Elphin,  to 
be  appointed  to  the  Eeceivership  under 
the  Land  Judges ;  what  was  the  date 
of  the  appointment  and  that  of  the 
withdrawal,  if  any  ;  and  what  might  be 
the  net  annual  value  of  the  appoint- 
ment? 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Madden,  Dublin 
University) :  I  have  already  stated,  the 
gentleman  mentioned  in  the  question 
did  not  receive  any  appointment.  He 
was  placed  on  a  list  as  being  eligible 
for  appointment,  which  is  quite  a  dif- 
ferent matter. 

THE  COMMITTEE  ON  RECRUITING. 

Sir  W.  BARTTELOT  (Sussex, 
N.W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  War  when  the  Report 
of  Lord  Wantage's  Committee  on 
Recruiting  will  be  laid  upon  the  Table 
of  the  House ;  and  when  he  will  be 
able  to  inform  the  House  wThether  he 
can  lay  the  whole  of  the  evidence  also 
upon  the  Table  ? 

Mr.  E.  STANHOPE :  I  have  already 
presented  this  Report,  and  it  will  be  cir- 
culated on  Thursday,  but  I  hope  a  few 
advance  copies  will  be  in  the  House 
to-morrow  morning.  I  saw  there  was 
an  absurd  suggestion  in  a  morning 
paper  yesterday  that  I  wanted  to  keep 
back  this  Report.  I  have  not  kept  it 
back  a  single  day,  and  the  delay  was 
caused  by  the  calculation,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  one  of  the  dissenting  members 
of  the  Committee,  of  the  cost  of  their 
recommendation.  I  have  not  yet  re- 
ceived the  evidence  ;  but  when  I  do,  I 
shall  decide  about  presenting  it,  and  in 
all  probability  I  shall  do  so  at  once. 

CONGESTED  DISTRICTS  BOARD. 

Mr.  MAC  NEILL  (Donegal,  S.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  S  jo  etary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he  can 
state  how  many  of  the  ten  gentlemen 

Mr.  Matthews 


who  may  act  as  members  of  the  Con- 
gested Districts  Board,  recently  set  up 
in  Ireland,  are  Protestants,  and  how 
many  are  Catholics ;  is  the  secretary  of 
the  Board  a  Protestant  or  a  Catholic; 
and  will  he  explain  on  what  principle 
Catholics  have  been  denied  a  larger 
representation  on  this  Board,  seeing 
that  they  have  constantly  complained 
of  not  being  sufficiently  represented  on 
Boards  nominated  by  Government? 

Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) :  Before 
the  Chief  Secretary  answers  that  ques- 
tion, I  wish  him  to  say  whether  it  is  a 
fact  that  all  the  members  of  the  Con- 
gested Districts  Board  are  Unionists, 
and  that  the  holding  of  Nationalist 
opinions  is  a  disqualification  ? 

Mr.  W.  JOHNSTON  (Belfast,  S.): 
I  wish  to  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
whether  he  will  discourage  as  much  as 
possible  the  attempt  of  hon.  Members 
opposite  to  raise  questions  calculated 
to  create  religious  animosity  in  Ire- 
land ? 

Mr.  JACKSON  :  This  question  onto 
appeared  on  the  Paper  this  morning,  and, 
therefore,  my  only  means  of  communi- 
cation were  by  telegraph.  The  answer 
I  have  got  is  that  there  is  no  official 
record  of  the  religious  persuasion  of 
the  members  of  the  Board. 

Mr.  MAC  NEILL:  I  appeal  to  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  as  an  English  gen- 
tleman, is  he  aware  of  the  religion  of 
of  those  gentlemen?  Does  heknow, 
of  his  own  knowledge,  that  there  aie 
eight  Protestants  and  only  two 
Catholics  on  this  Board  ? 

Mr.  JACKSON :  I  think  the  hon. 
Gentleman  will  see  that  it  is  quite 
impossible  for  me  to  have  any  definite 
knowledge  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  MAC  NEILL  :  I  will  repeat  the 
question  to-morrow. 

THE  CIVIL  SERVICES  OF  INDIA. 

Mr.  MAC  NEILL:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  India 
whether  he  is  aware  that  there  were, 
on  March  31st,  1886,  3,573  Europeans, 
including  Eurasians,  and  only  492 
Indians,  drawing  Rs5,000  and  upwards 
in  the  Covenanted  and  Uncovenanted 
Civil  Services  of  India ;  and  if  he  can 
state  why  Europeans,  including  Eura- 
sians, are  in  the  proportion  of  seven  to 
one  to  Indians  in  those  Services  ? 
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The  UNDER  SECRETARY  of 
3TATE  for  INDIA  (Mr.  Curzon, 
Lancashire,  Southport) :  Yes,  Sir.  The 
figures  are  those  which  I  gave  the  House 
on  Friday  at  the  hon.  Member's  request. 
The  proportion  of  Eurasians  and 
Europeans  to  Natives  of  India  in  the 
Covenanted  and  Uncovenanted  Services, 
taken  as  a  whole,  is  not  seven  to  one. 
"The  reason  why  the  majority  of  the 
higher  appointments  in  those  Services 
is  held  by  Europeans  is  explained  in 
the  Beport  of  the  Public  Service  Com- 
mission. 

Mb.  MAC  NEILL :  Is  not  the  pro- 
portion in  the  two  Services  as  eleven 
Europeans  to  one  Indian  ?  Is  that  true 
or  false? 

Mr.  CURZON  :  I  think  I  cannot  do 
better  than  to  commend  to  the  hon. 
Member  a  more  careful  study  of  the 
Beport  than  he  appears  yet  to  have 
bestowed  upon  it. 

Mr.  MAC  NEILL:  May  I  ask  the 
hon.  Gentleman  whether  this  practice 
of  excluding  Natives  from  the  govern- 
ment of  their  own  country  was  not 
denounced  by  Lord  Lytton  when  he 
said  that  we  had  cheated  the  Natives  ? 

THE  MAYORALTY  OF  BELFAST. 

'  Mr.  O'KEEFFE  (Limerick) :  May  I 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
lieutenant  of  Ireland  if,  having  regard 
to  his  intention  of  raising  the  Mayoralty 
of  Belfast  to  that  of  a  Lord  Mayoralty, 
he  will,  in  appreciation  of  concurrent 
rights  of  other  Irish  Municipalities, 
restore  to  the  Mayors  of  Limerick, 
Cork,  and  Waterford  the  privilege  of 
which  they  have  been  lately  deprived, 
of  being  nominated  Commissioners  for 
holding  the  Assizes  in  Ireland  ? 

Mr.  JACKSON  :  In  reply  to  a  ques- 
tion put  by  the  Member  for  Waterford 
in  1888,  it  was  stated  that  the  custom 
of  nominating  Mayors  as  Commis- 
sioners for  holding  the  Assizes  in  Ire- 
land had  long  since  become  practically 
useless,  and  had  been  accordingly 
abandoned.  I  am  not  aware  of  any 
reason  for  restoring  the  privilege  of 
the  Mayors  referred  to. 

IRISH  DRAINAGE  ACTS. 

Mb.  M.  HEALY  (Cork) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland 
whether  the  Government  propose  to 
introduce    a  measure  to  amend    the 


Irish  Drainage  Acts  this  Session  ;  and 
whether,  if  not,  they  intend  to  assent  to 
the  Bill  of  last  year  when  re-intro- 
duced ? 

Mr.  MADDEN :  Yes,  Sir ;  such  a 
measure  is  in  course  of  preparation, 
and  I  hope  I  shall  be  able  very  shortly 
to  introduce  it. 

THE  COUNTY    COUNCIL   ELECTIONS. 

Mr.  MANFIELD  (Northampton) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Attorney  General 
whether  salaried  Clerks  of  Petty 
Sessional  Divisions,  in  receipt  of 
salaries  from  the  County  Council,  are 
eligible  as  candidates  for  the  County 
Council  of  the  county  in  which  their 
Petty  Sessional  Division  is  situate  ? 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  (Sir 
R.  Webster,  Isle  of  Wight) :  The 
question  involves  legal  consideration  of 
some  difficulty ;  but,  on  the  whole,  I 
am  of  opinion  that  salaried  Clerks  of 
Petty  Sessional  Divisions  are  eligible 
as  candidates  for  the  County  Councils. 

Mr.  MANFIELD:  Is  the  hon 
and  learned  Gentleman  aware  that, 
under  the  Municipal  Corporations  Act, 
Chap.  50,  Section  12,  Sub-section  3 
any  person  is  disqualified  if  he  is 
directly  or  indirectly  interested  in  any 
contract  that  may  be  made  on  behalf 
of  the  Council  ? 

Sir  RICHARD  WEBSTER:  I 
am  perfectly  aware  of  the  provisions  of 
that  Statute,  and  therefore  I  expressed 
the  opinion  that  there  were  legal 
difficulties  involved  in  the  case.  I  have 
given  the  hon.  Member  as  much  infor- 
mation as  I  can. 

IRISH  POOR  LAW  UNIONS. 

Mr.  MAHONY  (Meath,  N.)  :  I 
beg  to  move  for  a  Return  showing,  as 
regards  each  Poor  Law  Union  in 
Ireland,  the  number  of  persons  of  each 
sex  of  65  yea^s  of  age  and  upwards, 
and  the  number  under  65  years  of  age 
who  have  attained  the  age  of  16  years 
of  age,  and  the  number  of  children 
under  16  years  of  age,  in  receipt  from 
Boards  of  Guardians  of  indoor  .relief 
or  outdoor  relief  respectively,  during 
the  twelve  months  ended  at  Lady  Day, 
1892. 

Mr.  JACKSON:  Since  the  hon. 
Member  was  informed  that  there  was 
no  objection  to  the  granting  of  this 
Return  as  an  unopposed  Return,  I  have 
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learned  that  a  somewhat  similar  Return 
though  worded  rather  differently,  is 
being  prepared  by  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  for  England,  giving  the 
same  information ;  and  I  beg  to  suggest 
to  the  hon.  Member  that  he  should 
postpone  his  Motion  for  a  day  or  two, 
so  that  we  may  have  two  Returns 
framed  on  uniform  lines  for  England 
and  Ireland.  The  result  will  be  more 
satisfactory. 

BUSINESS   OF  THE  HOUSE. 
Rib  W.  HARCOURT  (Derby) :  Will 

the  right  hon.  Gentleman  tell  us  what 
will  be  the  business  to  be  fixed  for 
Thursday  ? 

The  FIRST  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester, 
B.):  Well,  Sir,  I  had  hoped,  as  the 
House  knows,  that  we  might  have 
succeeded  in  introducing  the  three 
Bills  which  stood  on  the  Paper  yester- 
day ;  but  we  have  not  succeeded  in 
getting  the  First  Reading  for  more 
than  one  of  them.  I  propose,  there- 
fore, to  put  the  other  two  Bills  down 
for  Thursday.  The  first  Order  of  the 
Day  will  be  the  Bill  which  stands  in 
the  name  of  my  right  hon.  and  learned 
Friend  the  Lord  Advocate,  who  will 
introduce  a  Bill  for  the  distribution  of 
the  Scotch  Equivalent  Grant.  The 
second  Order  of  the  Day  will  be  the 
introduction  of  the  Bill  for  dealing 
with  Private  Bill  Procedure  ;  and  the 
third  Order  of  the  Day  will  enable  us 
to  complete  the  unfinished  discussion 
upon  the  Bill  brought  forward  yester- 
day by  my  right  hon.  Friend  the  Chief 
Secretary  on  Irish  Education. 

Mb.  S.  BUXTON  (Tower  Hamlets, 
Poplar)  :  Will  the  Supplementary 
Estimates  or  the  Indian  Councils  Bill 
be  taken  on  Monday? 

Mn.  BALFOUR:  The  Supplemen- 
tary Estimates  will  be  put  down  for 
Thursday,  after  the  Bills  to  which  I 
have  alluded,  and  if  they  are  not 
reached  they  will  be  taken  on 
Monday. 

Mb.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) :  With 
reference  to  the  Supplementary  Esti- 
mates, I  wish  to  ask  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  as  to  a  sum  of  £30,000  for 
relief  operations  in  Ireland  last  year, 

whether  any  information  will  be  laid  Ufa  Orderof  the  House. 
Mr,  Jackson 


before  the  House  as  to  those  operations, 
before  we  are  called  upon  to  vote 
the  monev? 

Me.  BALFOUR :  YeB ;  I  will  tab 
care  that  full  statistics  of  those  relief 
operations,  bringing  the  account  down 
to  the  time  of  their  completion,  shall 
be  in  the  hands  of  hon.  Members 
before  they  are  asked  to  discuss  the 
Vote. 

Mb.  MAC  NEILL :  Will  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  tell  us  whether  the 
Indian  Councils  Bill  is  definitely  fixed 
for  Monday  ? 

Ms.  BALFOUR:  No,  Sir;  I  think 
that,  under  present  circumstances, 
probably  we  cannot  take  the  Supple- 
mentary  Estimates  on  Friday,  and 
shall  probably  take  them  on  Monday. 

ATTENDANCE  OF  MR.  DE  COBAIN. 
Order     [Thursday    11th     Febrosiy 

1892],  That  Mr.  Edward  Samuel 
Wesley  de  Cobain  do  attend  this 
House  in  his  place  upon  Tuesday  the 
23rd  of  February,  read ;  but  Mr.  De 
Cobain  did  not  attend  in  his  place  pur- 
suant to  the  said  Order. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  beg,  Br,  to 
give  notice  that  on  Friday  next  I  will 
move— (Cries  of  "  Call  him,  call  him-") 

Mb.  SPEAKER :  The  Question  U, 
That  Mr.  Edward  Samuel  Wesley  De 
Cobain  do  attend  this  House  in  his 
place  upon  Tuesday,  23rd  Fehruiiy- 
As  many  as  are  of  that  opinion  **T 
"  Aye,"  the  contrary  "  No."  The 
"  Ayes"  have  it. 

Mr.  A.J.  BALFOUR:  Ibegtoam 
notice  that  on  Thursday  next  I  wiflfl 
move  that  Mr.  Edward  Samuel  Wesley 
De  Cobain  having  failed  to  obey  the 
Order  of  the  House— -(Cries  of  "  Perhaps 
he  is  here"). 

Mn.  DILLON  :  Mr.  Speaker.  I  rise 
to  a  point  of  order.  I  beg  to  say  we 
have  no  evidence  before  us  that  Mr. 
Edward  Samuel  Wesley  De  Cobain  has 
failed  to  obey  the  Order  of  the  House. 

Mr.  SPEAKER :  Hon.  Gentlemen 
must  be  aware  that  if  Mr.  De  Cobain 
had  been  here  he  would  have  been  in 
his  place,  having  been  ordered  to  be  in 
attendance  this  day ;  but  I  will  call  him 
—Mr,  De  Cobain.  His  not  appea  ' 
shows  that  he  has  not  complied  \ 
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Mb.  A.  J.  BALFOUR  again  rose  and 
said  :  I  have  to  give  notice,  Sir,  that  I 
shall  on  Friday  next  move  that  Mr. 
Edward  Samuel  Wesley  De  Cobain, 
having  failed  to  obey  the  Order  of  thie 
House,  that  he  should  attend  in  his  place 
on  Tuesday,  the  23rd  February,  and 
having  fled  from  justice,  be  expelled  this 
Blouse. 

MOTION. 


THE   CHURCH   IN   WAIVES. 
BESOLOTION. 

«(4.15.)      Mb.     SAMUEL     SMITH 

(Flintshire) :  I  rise  to  move  the  Resolu- 
tion which  stands  in  my  name,  and 
which  reads  as  follows : — 

"  That,  as  the  Church  or  England  ill  Wales 
bw  failed  to  fulfil  its  professed  object  u  ■ 
BMna  of  promoting  the  religious  interests  of 
the  Welsh  people,  ami  ministers  only  to  a  small 
nmority  of  the  population,  its  continuance  as 
■  Eatablisbed  Church  in  the  Principality  ia 
•a  anomaly  and  an  injustice  which  ought  no 
longer  to  exist." 

I  oast  myself  on  the  indulgence  of  the 
House,  as  I  have  just  risen  from  a  sick 
l«d  to  perform  my  duty  here.  I 
approach  the  subject  with  a  deep  feel- 
intf  of  responsibility,  for  I  know  how 
difficult  it  is  to  do  full  justice  to  the 
intense  convictions  of  the  Welsh  people 
on.  this  burning  question.  In  all  the 
Debates  we  have  had  in  this  House  I 
have  always  felt  that  we  failed  to  give 
adequate  expression  to  the  deep  sense 
of  wrong  that  pervades  the  Welsh 
people.  What  Home  Rule  is  to  Ireland 
today,  what  Free  Trade  was  to  England 
SOyears  ago,  what "  the  disruption  "  was 
to  Scotland  50  years  ago,  so  is  this 
question  of  religious  equality  to  Wales 
to-day.  It  is  the  all-engrossing  ques- 
tion, which  agitates  every  household 
■ad  practically  divides  the  country 
into  two  camps,  and  there  can  be 
M  peace  or  social  harmony  till  this 
irritant  is  removed.  Our  difficulty  is 
ravey  to  the  English  mind  the 
ids  for  this  vehement  controversy, 
d  it  imposes  on  us  the  painful  duty 
of  explaining  why  the  English  Church  in 
Wales  has  wholly  forfeited  the  respect  of 
the  mass  of  the  people,  and  thrown 
/hem  into  the  camp  of  Nonconformity. 
Deep  changes  in  the  religious  convic- 
ions  of  a  nation  never  occur  except 
or  adequate  causes  ;  all  history  shows  , 
TOIi.  I.  [new  series.] 


that  there  is  nothing  so  difficult  to 
effect  as  a  change  of  religion,  and  Wales 
is  no  exception  to  that  rule.  The 
revolt  of  the  people  from  the  Established 
Church  was  the  result  of  intolerable 
wrongs.  It  was  caused  by  the  corrupt, 
oppressive,  and  anti-national  character 
of  the  State  Church,  spread  over 
centuries.  I  question  if  any  ecclesiastical 
establishment  presented  more  abuses 
than  did  that  of  Wales  from  the  time 
of  the  Reformation  down  to  the 
beginning  of  this  century.  It  was  used 
as  an  engine  for  crushing  out  the 
national  spirit  of  the  country,  just  as 
the  sister  Church  of  Ireland  was,  and 
with  the  same  result.  Its  preferments 
were  given  in  the  most  scandalous 
manner   to    English    ecclesiastics    for 

Klitical  services,  and  most  of  the  rich 
ings  of  Wales  were  held  for  centuries 
by  absentees,  who  deputed  miserable 
and  half-starved  curates  to  do  their 
duty.  In  many  of  the  Welsh  churches 
the  language  of  the  people  was  never 
spoken,  in  many  of  them  services  were 
only  held  once  a  year,  and  the  lives 
of  the  clergy  were  often  notoriously 
irreligious.  Let  me  quote  the  language 
of  that  true  patriot,  Henry  Richard, 
whose  name  will  ever  be  held  in  rever- 
ence in  Wales — 

jotiam,  non-residence,  pluralism. 


duties  of  their  office.  And,  indeed,  many  of 
them  did  not  even  attempt  to  fulfil  their 
primary  duty  as  instructors  of  the  people." 

I  will  trouble  the  House  with  one 
more  quotation  from  the  Rev.  H. 
W.  Clarke's  excellent  History  of 
Tithes  :— 

"The  majority  of  the  Bishops,  cathedra) 
dignitaries,  and  parochial  clergy  did  not 
know  one  word  of  the  language  of  the  people. 
They  were  aliens  in  blood,  in  manners,  and  in 
language  from  the  great  bulb  of  the  people. 
The  rites  of  confirmation,  marriage,  prayer, 
and  preaching,  were  performed  in  the  English 
language  and  then  translated  immediately 
into  Welsh  by  an  interpreter  at  the  Bishop's 
clergyman's  elbow.  Many  of  them  resided 
England  or  on  the  Continent,  spending  the 
tithes  or  other  revenues,  and  neglecting 
their  spiritual  duties." 

It  is  argued  by  some  that  those 
abuses  are  matters  of  ancient  history, 
and  that  it  is  needless  to  rake  them  up 
now,  as  they  have  long  been  cured.  ThiB 
is  far  from  being  the  ease  ;  they  were 
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shamefully  prevalent  in  the  first  half 
of  this  century.  One  of  the  worst 
cases  of  nepotism  that  ever  disgraced  a 
Church  was  that  of  Bishop  Luxmore, 
of  St.  Asaph,  as  lately  as  1830.  Mr. 
Johnnes,  in  his  essay  on  the  causes  of 
dissent  in  Wales,  states  that  Bishop 
Luxmore's  income  was  £12,000  a  year, 
and  that  he  had  bestowed  livings  on 
his  sons  and  other  relatives  to  the  value 
of  £15,000  a  year.  One  of  these  sons 
was  Dean  of  St.  Asaph,  Chancellor 
of  St.  David's,  sinecure  Hector  of 
five  livings,  and  the  holder  of 
several  other  preferments  worth  alto- 
gether £8,000  a  year.  It  was  computed 
that  the  Luxmore  family  drew  more 
than  all  the  working  clergy  of  the 
diocese  put  together.  And  now,  for- 
sooth, we  are  told  that  these  avaricious 
clergy  possessed  the  true  apostolical 
succession,  and  that  it  was  a  deadly 
sin  for  pious  Nonconformists  to  leave 
their  ministrations  !  I  will  now  ask  the 
House,  for  one  moment,  to  consider 
the  rise  of  Welsh  Nonconformity. 
About  the  middle  of  last  century  the 
state  of  religion  in  Wales  was  at  the 
lowest  ebb.  The  Rev.  Rees  Pritchard 
of  Llandovery,  a  well-known  clergy- 
man, writes  of  the  first  half  of  the  18th 
century : — 

"  Licentiousness,  drunkenness,  dishonesty, 
falsehood,  and  infidelity  are  rampant  through 
the  Principality.  Judges  and  juries  sympathise 
with  drunken  murderers,  and  permit  extor- 
tioners to  rob  widows  and  orphans.  Sheriffs 
and  their  deputies  plunder  innocent  people  by 
virtue  of  their  office.  The  Lord's  Day  is  a  day 
for  drunkenness,  dancing,  idleness,  games,  and 
wanton  lewdness  among  the  Welsh. ' 

It  was  the  same  in  England  before 
the  revival  of  Wesley  and  Whitfield ; 
in  truth,  the  middle  of  last  century 
marked  the  nadir  of  religious  life  in  the 
United  Kingdom.  But  there  rose  up 
in  Wales  at  that  time  a  band  of  the 
greatest  preachers  that  perhaps  the 
world  has  known.  Some  of  them  were 
clergy  of  the  Established  Church  ;  but, 
as  soon  as  they  began  to  evangelise, 
they  were  expelled  from  her  pale,  and 
the  whole  force  of  the  Church  was  used 
to  stop  their  mouths  and  limit  their  holy 
work.  The  Methodists  of  Wales  had  to 
undergo  even  worse  persecution  than 
their  brethren  in  England ;  mobs  were 
hounded  on  against  them,  often  by  the 
recreant  clergy,  and,  to  use  the  lan- 
guage of  Dr.  Rees — 
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"  The  inoffensive  worshippers  were  abused, 
most  mercilessly  pelted  with  stones,  wounded 
with  knives,  shot  at ;  men,  and  even  women, 
stripped  naked  in  the  presence  of  the  crowd ; 
able-bodied  men  were  pressed  for  the  Army 
and  Navy?  and  driven  away  from  their  friew 
and  families  like  cattle." 

If  ever  there  were  true  successors  of 
the  Apostles  it  was  men  like  Wesley 
and  Whitfield  in  England,  or  Howell 
Harris  and  Daniel  Rowlands  in  Wales — 
men  whose  whole  lives  were  one  continu- 
ous martyrdom  for  their  Divine  Master, 
and  yet  these  men  are  now  described 
in  some  Church  Catechisms  as  heretics 
and  schismatics,  and  their  worship  as 
a   species  of    idolatry.      In    spite   of 
cruel  persecution ;  in  spite  of  merciless 
evictions  of  multitudes  of  poor  farmers 
because  they   became  Dissenters;  in 
spite  of  pressure  of  every  kind  brought 
by  the  Tory  squirearchy,  as  well  as  the 
clergy,  the  great  mass  of  the   people 
became  Nonconformists  ;  the  meaning 
of  which  is,  that  the  great  mass  of  the 
people  became  earnestly  religious,  and 
now  for  many  years  Wales  has  become 
a  nation  of  Protestant  Nonconformists; 
and  I  assert  that  Wales  has  reason  to 
be  proud  of  what  Nonconformity  has 
done.     It  has  made  the  Principality 
of  Wales  the  most  religious  portion  of 
the  United  Kingdom ;  in  no  part  of  the 
Kingdom  is  attendance  at  publio  wor- 
ship   so    universal ;    in  none  is    the 
Sunday  school  so  developed,  including, 
as  it  does,  a  great  part  of  the  adult 
population  as  well  as  the  children.    In 
no  part  of  the  country  is  there  so  little 
crime  ;  in  none  are  the  Judges  so  often 
presented  with  white  gloves  for  maiden 
assizes ;  in  none  is  the  population  so 
orderly,  peaceable,  and  well-conductecL 
If  I  were  asked  to  point  to  any  spot 
in  the  world  where  Christianity  had 
shown  its  most  signal  influence  to  civil- 
ise  and  elevate  a  people,    I    should 
point  to  Wales.     The  Nonconformists 
have  covered  Wales  with  4,000  chapels 
out  of  their  poverty,  and  they  volun- 
tarily raise  £400,000  a  year  for  reli- 
gious   purposes.     Need    you    wonder, 
Mr.  Speaker,  that  with  such  an  expe- 
rience    the    Welsh     Nonconformists 
repudiate    the    theory    that    religion 
needs  the  support  of  State  patronage 
and  control  ?    Their  experience  proves 
the  contrary ;  it  proves  that  religion  in 
its  purest  and  most  spiritual  form  is 
far  more  active  and  efficacious  when 
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freed  from  the    benumbing    effect  of 

State  patronage  and  State  control,  and 

left  to  the  voluntary  efforts  of  believers. 

The  mass  of  the  Welsh  people  have 

reached  that  stage  of  conviction  which 

all  English-speaking  people,  outside  this 

island,  have  already  attained,  that  all 
which  religion  requires  from  the  State 
is  a  free  hand  and  no  favour.  They  are 
■convinced  that  the  whole  machinery  of 
the  Established  Church  of  this  country 
isErastian,  and  contrary  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  New  Testament.     They 
can  find  no  warrant  there  for  Bishops 
appointed  by  the  Prime  Minister  of  the 
day,  who  may  be  a  man  of  any  religion 
or  no  religion,   who  may,  for  all  we 
know,  be  a  future  Mr.  Bradlaugh  ;  they 
find  no  warrant  for  the  Royal  supre- 
macy over  the  Church,  for  control  of 
worship  and  doctrine  by  Act  of  Par- 
liament;     they      find      no      warrant 
there  for  compulsory    tithe,    for     the 
sale  of  advowsons,  or  for  lay  patronage, 
They  believe  that  all  these  practices 
are  grievous  corruptions  of  primitive 
Christianity;    and   I   think    they    are 
right,  and  the  time  is  not  far  distant 
when  the  English  people  will  think  so. 
But  it  is  urged  by  our  opponents  that 
a  great  improvement  has  taken  place 
in  the  Welsh  Church  in  recent  years. 
The    scandalous     abuses     have     dis- 
appeared, and  many  of  the  clergy  are 
now   earnest    and     devoted    men.      I 
readily  grant  this  is  the  case.    Nothing 
can  exceed  the  zeal  and  devotion  of 
some  of  the  clergy,  but  there  are  many 
exceptions  yet  to  this  rule.  I  do  not  con- 
test, however,   the   improvement   that 
has  set  in  ;  but  I  must  be  allowed  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the 
fact   that   the    new    life    that  is  now 
flowing  in   the  Church  of  England  is 
actually    widening    the   gulf  between 
them    and    the    Nonconformists ;    the 
dominant     party     is    now    the    High 
Church  party  ;  its  doctrines  and  ritual 
are  in    diametrical  opposition  to  the 
views  of  all  Protestant  Nonconformists. 
The  fact  is  the  gulf  between  the  Church 
of  England    and    all    Nonconformists 
was  never  so  deep  as  it  is  now.     Let 
me   illustrate    this    by    stating    what 
recently  happened  at  Llandudno.    Two 
well  known  lady  teachers  were  expelled 
from  the  Church  Sunday  school  by  the 
Bector  because  they  declined  to  teach 


a  Catechism  containing  the  following 
questions : — 

"  Why  is  it  necessary  to  believe  in  one  Holy 
Catholic  Church  ?  "  Answer.  "  Because  it  is 
God's  one  appointed  way  of  salvation." 
Question.  "Does  it  then  make  any  differ- 
ence what  church  or  sect  we  belong  to  ? " 
Answer.  "  Yes,  it  makes  a  great  difference 
whether  we  obey  Christ  or  disobey  Him." 

I  may  add  that  this  manual  of  doctrine 
may  be  judged  from  the  fact  that  the 
junior  grade  section  recommended 
prayer  for  the  dead,  and  the  advanced 
grade,  the  Confessional.  Now,  if  there 
is  anything  the  Welsh  Nonconformists 
may  fairly  claim,  it  is  that  their 
doctrines  and  Church  policy  are  drawn 
pure  and  undefiled  from  the  New 
Testament.  They  reject  mediaeval 
tradition,  and  refuse  to  admit  any 
practices  that  are  not  authorised  by 
express  warrant  of  Holy  Writ.  The 
House  will  therefore  understand  how 
acute  the  difference  has  now  become, 
and  how  intolerable  they  feel  that  it  is 
that  the  revenues  of  their  country 
should  be  applied  to  teaching  doctrines 
so  hateful  to  the  great  majority  of  the 
people.  I  have  not  so  far  dealt  with 
the  question  of  statistics  as  to  the 
relative  strength  of  Church  and  Dissent 
in  Wales.  The  House  has  been 
wearied  with  piles  of  figures  on  pre- 
vious occasions,  and  I  can  add  nothing 
to  what  has  been  so  well  said  from 
these  Benches  in  the  two  recent 
Debates.  I  allow  that  all  statistics 
that  can  be  collected  in  Wales  and 
quoted  by  one  side  are  always  disputed 
by  the  other.  I  am  content  to  rest 
the  case  on  the  undoubted  fact  that 
the  great  majority  of  the  Welsh  people 
do  not  belong  to  the  Church  of 
England.  What  the  majority  is  I  do 
not  explicitly  assert,  but  I  think  few 
Church  people  will  find  fault  with  me 
if  I  state  that  the  Church  cannot 
claim  more  than  one-fourth  of  the 
people  of  Wales.  Some  of  my  friends 
will  think  that  I  concede  too  much  in 
saying  this,  and  will  only  agree  to  one- 
fifth.  But  when  you  remember  that 
this  includes  a  large  portion  of 
English  people  resident  in  the  large 
towns,  you  will  see  that  it  allows 
but  a  small  fraction  of  the  Welsh 
people  to  belong  to  the  English  . 
Church.  My  own  strong  impression 
is,    if    we    limit   our    survey    to    the 

2  T  2 


1039 


The  Church 


{COMMONS} 


in  Wales. 


1040 


indigenous  Welsh-speaking  population, 
the  proportion  belonging  to  the  Church 
would  not  be    more  than  one-eighth. 
There    are    many  rural    churches    in 
Wales,  as  everyone  knows,  where  the 
congregation  is  hardly  more  than  the 
minister's  family  and  servants,  and  I 
have  heard  of  cases  where  the  usual 
attendance  was  six,  eight,  or  ten  per- 
sons.   But  I   am  going    to    ask    the 
House  to  look  at  some  other  figures 
collected  outside  Wales,  where  there 
can  be  no  partisan  character  about  the 
census,  and  which  bring  out  the  real 
tendencies  of  the  Welsh  people.     It  is 
well  known  that  a  large  Welsh  popula- 
tion   resides    in    Liverpool.     It    is  a 
common  saying  that  Liverpool  is  the 
capital  of  Wales,  because    containing 
a  larger  body  of  Welsh  citizens  than 
any  other  city  in  the  country.     It  so 
happens,  fortunately  for  this  Debate, 
that    a    very    painstaking    census    of 
attendance  at  all  places  of  worship  was 
taken  towards  the  end  of  last  year  in 
Liverpool  by  one  of  our  leading  journals. 
It  had  no  motive  to  serve  but  to  get  at 
all  the  actual  facts.     Now,  I  am  going 
to  give  the  House  the  result  of  the 
attendance  at  the  Welsh-speaking  ser- 
vices.    There  are  but    two    churches 
where  the  Welsh  language  is  used,  but 
there  are  28  Nonconformist  chapels. 
The  attendance  at  church  in  the  morn- 
ing was  165  persons,  at  the  various 
chapels    4,832 ;    in    the   evening    the 
figures    were,    Church   330,    Noncon- 
formists 6,271.     Reduce  this  to  a  per- 
centage, the  proportion  is  3*3  per  cent, 
for  church  in  the  morning,  and  96*7 
per  cent,  for  chapels ;  in  the  evening  it 
is  5  per  cent  church,  and  95  per  cent, 
chapels.    That  is,  on  the  best,  showing 
20    times    as    many    Welsh-speaking 
people    worship    in    chapels    as     in 
churches.     A  pretty  good  proof  what 
an  exotic  the  Church  of  England  is. 
But  I  have  an  even  more    startling 
statement  to  make.     It  is  well  known 
that  there  is  a  large  Welsh  emigration 
to  the  United  States.      Wherever  they 
go  the  Welsh  people  carry  with  them 
their  intense  religious  feelings,  and  I 
am  informed    by  a    friend    who   has 
visited  the  United   States  and  made 
careful  inquiry  that  no  less  than  456 
chapels  exist  where  the  Welsh  language 
is   preached,  but    not   one  Episcopal 
church.     There    was    an    attempt    to 
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establish  one  but  it  failed,  and  the 
building  was  sold  to  the  Congregation- 
alists.     If    this    statement    does  not 
convince  the  House  as  to  the  real  drift 
of  the   Welsh    people    in   matters  of' 
religion  I  despair  of  enli^ieninc  it, 
All  churches   are    free   ana  equal  in 
America;  none    are    bolstered  up  by 
State  support,  and  I  hold  that  America 
presents  a  far  better  test  than  Wales, 
where  a  State-endowed  Church,  having, 
all  the  social  influence  on  its  side  ana 
bringing    pressure    to    bear    on    the 
neediest  and  more  helpless  part  of  the 
community,  can  collect,  it  may  be,  a 
quarter  of  the  population  as  nominal 
adherents.     I  thins  more  need  not  bfr 
said  to  prove  how  overwhelming  is  the 
case  we  lay  before  the  House.    Every 
argument    that    justified     the     Dis- 
establishment  and    Disendowment  of 
the  Church  in  Ireland  holds  equally 
good  in  Wales.    The  oases  run  almost 
on  all  fours.    In  each  case  you  have  a 
wealthy  minority  holding  all  the  Church 
endowments,  while  the  mass  of  the 
labouring  class  have  to  supply  their 
own    spiritual   needs     out     of    their 
poverty.     In    each  case   the  Church 
endeavoured  to  proselytise  and  AnglioiB*- 
the  nation.    In  eacn  case   it  utterly 
failed.    In  each  case  its   history  waff 
marked  by  intolerable  abuses  peraieted 
in  till  Parliament  forced  reform  on  a 
reluctant  clergy.    In    each    case  the 
effect  has  been  to  deepen  and  intensify 
the  persecuted  faith,  and   strengthen 
the    nationality  it    was    intended   to 
destroy.    Every  argument  that  justifies  • 
free    government    justifies     the     dis- 
establishment of  these  two  Churches ; 
and  the  case  of  Ireland  ought  to  re- 
assure the  most  timid  churchman.   No 
one  will  deny  that  Disestablishment 
has  improved  the  Church  of  Ireland. 
The  springs  of  voluntary  effort  have 
been  opened ;  and  the  laity  have  got 
their  rightful  position  in  the  manage* 
ment  of  the  Church.    The  same  thing 
will  happen  in  Wales.    The  strife  that 
poisons  Welsh  life  will  be  removed; 
the  church  will  cease  to  lean    upon 
carnal  weapons ;  it  will  regain  liberty 
and  independence,  and  may  have  a 
career  in  the  future  far  more  creditable 
than  it  has  had  in  the  past. 

(4.50.)  Mr.  DILLWTN  (Swansea, 
Town) :  I  have  much  pleasure  in  second- 
ing the  Resolution  so  ably  moved  by  my 
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m.  Friend  the  Member  for  Flintshire. 
lo  not  desire  to  say  much,  as  we  have 
id  the  question  discussed  many  times. 
>rmerly  the  Established  Church  had 
e  vantage  ground  in  Wales,  but  they 
t  go  the  chance  they  had,  of 
•osefytising  the  Welsh  people,  and  by 
sgrees  they  forfeited  their  posi- 
>n.  The  Church  was  established 
r  law,  and  it  practically  dises- 
blished  itself.  By  venality,  corrup- 
3n,  and  idleness  it  forfeited  that 
>sition.  When  I  first  had  the  honour 
bringing  the  question  forward  we 
ceived  very  little  support  for  our 
>ject;  we  were  a  small  minority  with 
stle  support,  even  from  our  own 
[ends.  Now,  however,  the  question 
is  been  discussed  again  and  again, 
id  a  change  has  come  over  the  spirit 

our  dream.  Instead  of  its  being 
ewed  with  indifference,  the  Welsh 
x>ple  have  taken  it  up  with  the 
eatest  zeal ;  and  even  our  own  Leader 
is  now  conceded  the  position  that  if 
te  Welsh  people  are  really  in  favour 

the  Disestablishment,  which  we  plead 
r,  he  is  bound  to  support  that 
*mand.  The  Established  Church  en- 
savours  to  take  up  a  position  which  I 
ust  comment  on.  The  Welsh,  who 
•e  an  eminently  religious  people,  find- 
g  themselves  deserted  and  betrayed 
f  the  Church,  were  not  content  to 
imaim  in  it ;  they  provided  themselves 
ith  religious  houses  and  ministers. 
hey  have  established  a  church  for 
temselves,  and  they  intend  to  remain 

it ;  that  is  a  point  to  which  1  wish 
pecially  to  call  attention.  The  Welsh 
srgy  were  immoral  and  dissolute,  but 
>w,  I  am  willing  to  agree,  many  are 
ry  moral,  excellent,  and  hard-working 
en ;  but  the  Welsh  people  have  estab- 
ihed  a  religion  for  themselves  in  place  of 
e  one  which  betrayed  their  interests.  It 

however,  a  common  argument  used 
r  the  Welsh  clergy  that  the  people 
ally  are  not  keen  on  this  question ; 
at  they  are  desirous  of  going  back  to 
e  Establishment.  I  am  astonished 
at  any  ecclesiastic  with  any  honesty 
his  nature  should  make  such  a  state- 
mi.  We  know  Wales  pretty  well, 
id  we  know  that  if  she  were  left  to 
arseK  she  would  be  purely  Noncon- 
rmisi.  Though  great  territorial  in- 
lence  has  been  brought  to  bear  on 
any  of  the  people,    they   have  de- 


clined to  become  churchmen.  It  is 
always  difficult  to  find  what  the  religion 
of  a  people  is,  and  I  have  always 
opposed  a  religious  census,  on  the 
ground  that  it  would  lead  to  the 
bringing  to  bear  of  a  great  territorial 
pressure  on  those  who  did  not  belong 
to  the  Established  Church.  Very  soon 
we  shall  have  a  dissolution,  and  then 
you  may  be  quite  sure  the  Welsh 
people  will  declare  themselves  in  favour 
of  this  potion.  But  whether  they  de- 
clare themselves  in  favour  of  it  or  not, 
let  a  poll  be  taken,  and  I  have  no  doubt 
that  the  result  will  be  in  favour  of  free- 
dom of  religion  and  the  support  of  that 
Church  which  they  have  so  well  estab- 
lished for  themselves  in  Wales. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

"That,  as  the  Church  of  England  in  Wales 
has  failed  to  fulfil  its  professed  object  as  a 
means  of  promoting  the  religious  interests  of 
the  Welsh  people,  and  ministers  only  to  a 
small  minority  of  the  population,  its  continu- 
ance as  an  Established  Church  in  the  Princi- 
pality is  an  anomaly  and  an  injustice  which 
ought  no  longer  to  exist." — (Mr.  Samuel 
tlmitfu) 

*(5.O0  The  SOLICITOR  GENERAL 
(Sir  E.  Clabke,  Plymouth) :  Mr. 
Speaker,  I  rise  to  offer,  on  the  part  of 
Her  Majesty's  Government,  and  on 
the  part  of  those  who  sit  upon  this 
side  of  the  House,  a  most  definite  and 
uncompromising  opposition  to  the  Reso- 
lution which  has  been  moved  and  the 
policy  which  prompts  that  Resolution. 
Sir,  I  draw  a  distinction,  and  I  think  it 
is  a  natural  one,  between  the  Resolu- 
tion and  the  policy  which  it  is  supposed 
to  represent;  for  I  am  sure  it  will 
have  been  observed  by  those  who  have 
listened  to  the  speeches  of  the  Mover 
and  Seconder  of  the  Resolution  that 
they  have  paid  no  attention  to  the 
terms  of  the  Resolution  at  all; 
that  they  have  made  no  attempt  to 
establish  any  one  of  the  propositions 
which  it  contains,  and  that  they  have 
contented  themselves  by  referring  to 
other  matters — matters  which  I  own 
might  form  matter  for  consideration  in 
Debate,  but  are  not  relevant  to  the  pro- 
positions put  before  the  House.  I  am 
not  surprised  at  the  course  they  have 
taken.  I  was,  in  truth,  somewhat  amused 
to  find  that  having  long  delayed  in 
choosing  the  terms  of  the  Resolution, 
the  hon.  Member  for  Flintshire  on 
Friday  last  put  upon  the  Paper  of  the 
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House  this  old  Resolution,  which  has 
been  proposed  and  debated  several 
times,  and  which  I  thought  had  been, 
absolutely  destroyed  last  year  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
.Midlothian.  I  saw  in  the  paper  to-day 
an  inspired  communication  to  a  news- 
paper in  which  the  hon.  Member  for 
Montgomeryshire  writes  that — 

"Mr.  Gladstone  desired  to  support  the 
Motion  for  Welsh  Disestablishment  this 
Session  as  he  had  done  last  Session." 

Sir,  I  wish  he  were  here  to-day  to  do 
it.  I  can  conceive  nothing  more  satis- 
factory than  that  a  Resolution  aimed  at 
the  Church  in  Wales  should  be  sup- 
ported as  the  Resolution  of  last  year 
was  supported  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  Midlothian.  We 
have  taken  care  to  circulate  largely  the 
speech  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
upon  that  occasion,  and  it  will  long  be 
remembered  as  a  lasting  demonstration 
of  the  futility — I  was  going  to  use  a 
stronger  word — of  the  propositions  in 
the  Resolution  before  the  House.  Does 
anyone  who  heard  him  forget  the 
paternal  way  in  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Midlothian 
'corrected  the  innocent  indifference  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  Merthyr  Tydvil 
to  all  the  history  of  the  Welsh 
Church?  Does  anyone  forget  the 
way  in  which  he,  taking  the  terms 
of  this  Resolution,  declared  that  he 
could  not  agree  with  them,  and 
stated  with  regard  to  the  first  phrase 
which  strikes  one's  attention,  that 
"  the  Church  of  England  in  Wales " 
was  an  entire  misrepresentation, 
and  that  it  would  be  as  reason- 
able to  speak  of  "  the  Church  of  Wales 
in  England"  as  of  "the  Church  of 
England  in  Wales  ?  "  Last  year  the 
speech  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
was  a  very  interesting  speech.  He  came 
down  to  the  House  in  order  to  appear  to 
make  a  recantation  of  his  statement  of 
'21  years  ago,  that  it  was  impossible 
to  dissever  the  Welsh  Church  from  the 
Church  of  England,  and  the  principal 
sentence  in  which  that  apparent  re- 
cantation was  expressed  deserves  to  be 
always  remembered  as  the  choicest 
possible  example  of  the  Parlia- 
mentary dexterity  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Midlothian.  I  think  no  such  gem 
was  ever  contributed  to  the  records  of 
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this  House  as  the  sentence  in  which  he 
dealt  with  his  statement  of  21  years 
ago,  that  it  is  impossible  to  dissever 
the  case  of  the  Welsh  Church  and  the 
Church  of  England.  I  beg  the  House 
to  mark  the  sentence.     He  said — 

"  It  is  quite  possible  that  I  may  have  used 
that  expression  which  may,  when  strictly  re- 
garded, be  found  to  involve  the  element  of 
exaggeration." 

The  most  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
could  do  when  he  came  down  to 
recant  the  declaration  of  21  years 
ago,  was,  not  to  say  that  it  was  an 
exaggeration,  but  to  say  that  he 
"might  have  used  an  expression" 
which  "  might,  when  strictly  regarded, 
be  found  "  not  to  carry  with  it,  but 
"  to  involve,"  not  exaggeration,  but 
"  the  element  of  exaggeration."  And, 
Sir,  when  the  right  non.  Gentleman 
had  done  his  part  in  that  apparent 
recantation,  the  House  will  remember 
how  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  turned 
with  obvious  satisfaction  to  that  which 
was  more  congenial  by  far ;  to  speak 
out  his  mind,  and  particularly  to 
declare  that — 

"  The  Established  Church  in  Wata  it 
an  advancing  Church,  an  active  Church,  t 
living  Church,  and  I  hope  very  distinctly  * 
living  Church  rising  from  elevate  ** 
elevation." 

It  is  not  we  who  are  slow  to  recall  to* 
speech  of  last  year  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman.      That    speech  contained 
another  remarkable  sentence,  another 
remarkable   piece    of     information  •* 
clearly  conveyed  as  words  can  convey--" 
at  all  events,  as  clearly  as  the  words  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  could  convey. 
He  admitted  that  there  might  be  an 
element  of  exaggeration  in  his  form* 
speech ;    but   it  is  very  significant  *° 
note  the  terms  in  which  he  refers  to 
the  character  of  the  task  which  would 
have  to  be  undertaken  by  anyone  who 
proposed  to  disestablish  the  Church  oi 
Wales.     He  said — 

"  And  I  say  now  what  I  believed  then,  ari 
what  1  believe  now,  that  the  operation  of  to- 
establishing  the  Church  of  Wales  from  the 
Church  of  England  will  not  be  found  very  easy* 
1  suspect  that  it  will  be  found  that  it  is  tied 
and  knotted  and  tangled,  1  might  almost  savin 
such  a  multitude  of  legal  bonds  and  mosn* 
with  the    general  body   of    the    Charon  of 
England,  that  it  would  be  a  very  formidable 
matter  indeed  to  accomplish  this  purpose." 

Anyone  who  heard  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man was  conscious  of   three  things : 
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irsfc,  that  he  was  anxious  to  remove 
he  effect  which,  during  21  years,  his 
arlier  speech  had  been  exercising  upon 
he  minds  of  the  people  of  this  country, 
►y  the  defence  which  he  then  made 
or  the  Church  of  Wales ;  secondly,  that 
te  bore  emphatic  testimony  to  the 
pod  which  the  Church  was  doing 
d  Wales ;  and,  thirdly,  that  he  gave 
lotice  that  whatever  might  be  done 
>y  those  who  should  come  after 
dm,  it  would  not  be  for  him  to  do  the 
rork  of  Disestablishment.  He  did 
upport,  in  a  fashion,  that  Resolu- 
ion.  He  did,  I  believe,  pair  in 
avour  of  that  Resolution  ;  but  he 
ested  his  case  with  regard  to  it 
lot  upon  any  attack  on  the  character  or 
work  of  the  Church  in  Wales,  no 
lpon  the  smallness  of  the  minority  of 
ihe  people  forming  the  membership 
>f  the  Church,  but  on  the  ground 
hat  the  majority  of  the  people 
)f  Wales,  he  believed,  desired  Dises- 
tablishment. Therefore,  not  upon  the 
ground  of  Church  policy,  or  high 
policy,  but  on  the  ground  of  separatism, 
le  accepted  that  majority  for  the 
Disestablishment  of  the  Church  in: 
Wales.  He  was  yielding  to  that 
Missing  craze  of  separatism,  which 
ias  attacked  the  minority  in  this 
House,  and  which  would  set  up 
again  barriers  and  fences  between  the 
families  of  our  people  that  have  almost 
been  erased  and  trodden  down  by  the 
Wendly  footsteps  of  many  genera- 
tions. His  speech  did  not  greatly 
help  the  assailants  of  the  Welsh 
Church.  But  what  have  they  them- 
Belves  to  say  in  regard  to  the  Resolution? 
I  watched  the  hon.  Members  the 
Mover  and  Seconder  of  the  Resolution, 
and  they  have  taken  warning  by  what 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  said  last 
pear.  They  did  not  this  year  talk 
ibout  the  Church  of  England  in  Wales  ; 
nor,  indeed,  did  they  make  any  attempt 
whatever  to  prove  either  of  the  two 
propositions  contained  in  the  Resolu- 
aon.  The  first  proposition  in  this 
Resolution  i 


"That  the  Church  of  England  in  Wales  has 
ailed  to  fulfil  its  professed  object  as  a  means 
f  promoting  the  religious  interests  of  the 
rash  people." 

will  examine  that  proposition  pre- 
ently;  but  if  I  had  only  to  deal 
ilth  the  speeches  of  the  Mover  and 


Seconder  of  this  Resolution,  they 
would  require  no  answer  upon  that 
point  at  all,  for  they  have  not  at* 
tempted  to  prove  that  proposition  by  any 
particle  of  evidence  that  can  reasonably 
be  submitted  to  the  judgment  of  the 
House.  Let  us  take  the  second 
proposition,  without  passing  altogether 
away  from  the  first,  to  which  I  will 
return.  Take  the  second  proposition, 
that  •'  the  Church  ministers  only  to  a 
small  minority  of  the  population."  If 
that  proposition  is  true,  it  ought  to  be,, 
in  some  way  or  other,  capable  of  proof, 
and  the  hon.  Members  who  ask  the 
House  of  Commons  to  accept  a  very 
serious  proposition  like  this,  and 
who  lay  it  down  as  one  of  the 
premises  upon  which  the  House 
is  to  move  to  this  decision,  ought  to 
give  us,  at  all  events,  some  sort 
of  argument  or  evidence  in  its  favour. 
But  what  have  these  gentlemen  done  ? 
It  is  surely  very  grotesque.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Flintshire,  who  moved  the 
Resolution,  spoke,  as  he  had  very  good 
reason  for  speaking,  very  doubtfully 
with  regard  to  statistics.  He  says  that 
statistics  have  been  freely  handled  in 
this  House.  I  am  glad  to  know  that 
they  always  will  be  freely  handled.  I 
shall  say  something  later  on  about 
the  statistics  prepared  by  those  who 
have  been  professionally  engaged  to 
support  the  case  which  the  hon. 
Gentleman  puts  before  the  House,  and 
I  shall  venture  to  handle  them  some- 
what freely.  The  hon.  Member  has 
his  doubts  about  statistics  ;  but  instead 
ef  getting  as  near  as  he  could  to  the 
statistics  with  regard  to  the  Church  in 
Wales,  instead  of  giving  any  sort  of 
excuse — good,  bad,  or  indifferent — for 
having  put  the  proposition  down  upon 
the  Paper,  he  gives  us  statistics  as  to 
the  attendance  at  Welsh  churches  in 
Liverpool  and  Welsh  churches  in 
America.  What  nonsense  this  is  the 
speaker  himself  must  upon  reflection  see. 
He  could  see  in  a  moment  that  Welsh- 
men who  live  in  Liverpool  are  for  the 
most  part  familiar  with  the  English 
language,  and  that  when  he  chose 
churches  in  Liverpool  at  which  only 
Welsh  is  used  he  is  choosing  churches 
which  would  not  in  the  least 
represent  the  attendances  in  the 
churches  in  Wales.  As  to  these  in- 
definite statistics  from  America,  they 
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Beem  to  be  the  information  of  some 
anonymous  person  as  to  that  country ; 
they  cannot  have  any  relation  whatever 
to  the  condition  of  affairs  in  Wales. 
And  yet  the  hon.  Member,  after  giving 
us  these  fragmentary  and    irrelevant 
anecdotes,  proceeds  to  say  that  he  has 
now  overwhelmingly  proved  his  propo- 
sition that  the  people  of  Wales  are  Non- 
conformists.   Let  me  pass  on  to  another 
matter    with  which  the    hon.    Mem- 
ber dealt.     He  says  that  in  past  times 
the  Church  of  Wales  was  a  corrupt  and 
an    incompetent    Church.     He    could 
hardly  use  expressions  of  reproach  in 
describing    the    condition    of    Church 
work  either  in  Wales  or  in  England 
during,  say,  the  reigns  of  the  Georges, 
with  which  I  should  not  be  inclined, 
most  sorrowfully,  to  agree.     It  was  not 
in  Wales  alone,  but  in  England  also, 
that  there  was  in  those  days  a  deca- 
dence of  the  Church  work  and  a  degra- 
dation in  the  character  of  the  ministers 
of  the  Church  which  is  now  a  subject 
of  sorrowful  reflection.    Yet  there  were 
always  good  and  holy  and  religious- 
minded  men  in  the  Church  of  Wales  as 
well  as  in  the  Church  of  England,  who, 
to  the  best  of  their  ability,  discharged 
their  duty  to  both  God  and  man  in  the 
ministry  of  the  Church ;  but  there  were, 
doubtless,  many  others  of  a  different 
character ;  men  who  lived — in  England 
as  well  as  in  Wales — weak  and  degraded 
lives.   I  am  glad  to  say,  however,  that  in 
Wales,  as  well  as    in    England,    the 
Established  Church  has  escaped  from 
the  discredit  which  has  been  brought 
upon  it  by  this  latter  class.     Our  extri- 
cation    from    these     difficulties     was 
probably  earlier  than  in  Wales.      We 
in  England    were    a    less     scattered 
people ;     public    opinion    was     more 
effective  and  more  active,  and  perhaps 
it  would  be  right  to  say  that  owing 
to  circumstances    a    higher    standard 
of  character  had  been  maintained,  so  we 
escaped  earlier  than  in  Wales.    But 
thank  God  the  troubles  and  degrada- 
tion to  which  I  refer  have  now  almost 
gone !     We  have  got  rid  in  England, 
and  I  believe  in  Wales,  of  the  drinking 
parson,  the  sporting  parson,  the  gam- 
bling parson,  of  the  pluralist  and  the 
absentee;  we  have  almost  got  rid  of 
the     magistrate     parson,     and,     for 
my  own  part,  I  am  very  anxious  that 
we  should  get  rid  of  the  political  par- 
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son.     These  reforms  have  already  been 
secured    to    a  great    extent    in  both 
countries,   and    those    who  are   mod 
active    and    vigorous  in    carrying  on 
Church  work  in  England  and  in  Wale* 
are  men  who    devote    themselves  to 
discharging  their  high  duties  to  the 
State  and  to  the  Church  in  the  moet 
self-denying    exercise    of    their   great 
calling.     But  when  this  is  the  case, 
both  in  England  and  in  Wales,  to  what 
purpose  is  it  that  we  are  to  be  reminded 
of    those   scandals  of  a  century  and 
a    half     ago,     or     even      of     things 
which  may  in  scattered  instances  be 
found  a  little  later  ?   The  hon.  Member 
who  moved  this  Resolution  gave  us  ai 
his  most  recent  instance  of  misconduct 
in    Wales    an  instance  of  a    Bishop 
who,  in  1830,  was  enjoying  an  enormous 
income  and  appointing  his  sons  and  hit 
nephews  to  sinecure  livings.     Sixty-one    [ 
years  is  a  substantial  time  in  the  hie-    {: 
tory  of  a  Religious  Body,  and  during 
those  61  years  the  progress  of  the  Church    . 
both  in  England  ana  Wales  has  been    {• 
a  course  of  continuous  and  undisturbed    1 
improvement ;   and  now  no  one,  I  am    " 
sure,  can  allege  or  point  to  any  scandal 
with  regard  to  England  or  to   Wales 
comparable  to  that    which  the  hon. 
Gentleman  has  spoken   of   as  having 
existed  61  years  ago.     Let  me  suggest 
to  the  hon.  Member  that  he  was  not 
logical  in  bringing  this  sort  of  evidence 
before  the  House  in  support  of  his 
Resolution.     If  the  hon.  Member  could 
have  said  that  150  years  ago  the  Church 
in  Wales  was  an  active,  and  a  vigorous 
Church,    preaching    the    pure     faith, 
ministering  diligently  and  faithfully  to 
the  people,  discharging  its  duties  with 
zeal  and  with  earnestness,  whereas  now 
it  had  lost   that  pure  faith,    and  the 
energetic  and  true    life   had    become 
corrupt  and  disorderly  and  inefficient, 
then   he  would  have    given   us  some 
ground    for  his  bringing  forward  his 
Motion  to  disestablish  the  Church  in 
that  part    of    the    United    Kingdom. 
But     when     he    points    to    the    fact 
that    the    Church     in      Wales     150 
years  ago    was    feeble  and   unfit  for 
its  Divine  work,  and  that  now  it  has 
risen  to  such  a  pitch  of  efficiency  and 
of  purity  that  no  one  will  challenge  it, 
and  no  one  will  bring  an  accusation 
again st  it,  is  he  not  giving  us  the  very 
best    reason    in    the    world    for    not 
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eefcroying  a  Church  whose  energy  has 
has  been  revived  and  purified,  and  for 
llowing  the  country  in  which  it  exists 
>  profit  by  its  teaching  and  its 
rork?  I  venture  to  say  that  in  the 
ine  he  has  taken,  and  the  suggestions 
le  has  made  as  to  those  scandals  of  a 
ong-gone  past  being  sufficient  to  in- 
itios us  to  disestablish  the  Church  of 
Rfales,  he  is  directly  contradicting  the 
lopes  and  teachings  of  those  great  men 
ffhose  memory  he  calls  upon  us  to  rever- 
mce.  Never  was  a  more  fitting 
nemorial  placed  in.  Westminster 
ibbey,  or  one  more  thoroughly 
ieserved  there,  than  the  medallions 
it  the  brothers  Wesley  which  are 
ipon  its  walls.  Does  not  the 
hon.  Member  see  that  in  asking  us  to 
disestablish  the  Church  in  Wales  he  is 
Busting  in  direct  contradiction  to  their 
hopes  and  principles,  and  to  the  Society 
which  they  have  founded. 

Mb.  SAMUEL  SMITH :  No. 

Sib  EDWARD  CLARKE:  I  will 
prove  it.  The  hon.  Member  has  said 
that  the  great  men  he  has  mentioned — 
Wesley,  Rowland,  and  Whitfield — had 
been  turned  out  of  the  Church.  He  is 
mistaken.  Wesley  and  Rowland  re- 
mained faithful  members  of  the  Church, 
and  they  lived  and  died  declared 
members  of  the  Church.  I  believe 
there  was  a  time  in  the  early  part  of 
his  life  when  Wesley  was  not  admitted 
to  the  pulpits  of  this  country  ;  but  he 
was  admitted  to  those  pulpits  before  he 
•died.  John  Wesley  was  re-admitted  to 
those  pulpits ;  and,  his  last  words,  prac- 
tically the  words  of  testament  by 
Wesley  to  those  who  were  to  follow 
him  in  the  body  which  he  had  founded, 
constituted  a  declaration  that  he  lived 
and  died  in  the  Church  of  England, 
and  he  left  his  dying  injunctions  to  the 
members  of  that  body  that  they  should 
never  depart  from  the  doctrines  and 
principles  'of  that  Church.  I  must 
mention  another  matter.  We  are 
sometimes  told  that  the  Church  ought 
to  be  Disestablished  in  order  that 
she  may  be  freed  from  control.  We 
have  had  a  scene  in  this  House,  upon 
the  29th  July  of  last  year,  a  scene 
which,  was  very  painful  to  all  Church- 
men who  were  trying  to  pass  a  Bill 
v  enable  the  Church  to  expel  from 
te  benefices  clergymen  who  had  been 
fuilty    of   gross  immorality  or  other 


grave  offences.  That  Bill  was  opposed, 
and  the  Churchmen  were  told  in  so 
many  words  that  we  should  not  be 
allowed  to  purify  the  Church  ;  and 
that  if  we  wanted  a  measure  to  give 
power  to  the  Church  to  purify  itself,  we 
must  consent  to  Disestablishment. 
I  remember  on  that  occasion  three 
hon.  Members  on  the  opposite  side 
of  this  House — the  right  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Wolverhampton,  the  hon. 
Member  for  the  Eccles  Division  of 
Lancashire,  and  the  hon.  Member  for 
the  Exchange  Division  of  Liverpool —  ' 
all  protesting  against  this  opposition, 
and  the  hon.  Member  for  the  Exchange 
Division  of  Liverpool  said  that  to  post- 
pone dealing  with  grave  scandals  until 
they  could  deal  with  the  question  of 
Establishment  would  be  a  crying 
injustice.  But  it  is  a  mistake 
to  say  that  a  disestablished  Church 
would  be  a  free  Church,  free  from 
control.  At  the  present  moment  the 
great  Nonconformist  Bodies  of  this 
country  are  limited  not  only  as  to  their 
discipline,  but  as  to  their  doctrine, 
by  bonds  which  Parliament  alone  can 
break.  The  papers  yesterday  had  a 
quotation  from  the  Methodist  Recorder 
with  regard  to  a  proposed  change  in 
the  regulations  of  the  body  which 
follows  John  Wesley ;  and  the  section 
of  the  deed  poll  which  the  Wesleyan 
Methodists  are  now  coming  to  Parlia- 
ment to  ask  to  be  relieved  from  by  Act 
of  Parliament,  is  a  very  remarkable  one# 
They  cannot  now  allow  a  minister  to 
remain  more  than  three  years  upon  a 
circuit,  and  the  Wesleyan  Methodists 
are  now  coming  to  Parliament  asking 
to  be  relieved  from  that  regulation 
which  prevents  them  appointing  any 
person  for  more  than  three  years  suc- 
cessively to  the  use  and  enjoyment  of 
any  of  their  chapels,  and  I  think  the 
hon.  Member,  when  he  speaks  of  a  free 
Church,  will  find  in  the  last  line  of  this 
section  a  very  interesting  refutation. 
It  was  enacted  by  the  eleventh  section 
of  Mr.  Wesley's  deed  poll,  of  the  28th 
of  February,  1784,  that — 

"The  Conference  shall  not,  nor  may, 
nominate  or  appoint  any  person  to  the  use  and 
enjoyment  of,  or  to  preach  and  expound  God's 
Holy  Word  in  any  of  the  chapels  and  premises 
so  given  or  conveyed,  or  which  may  be  given 
or  conveyed  upon  the  trusts  aforesaid,  who  was 
not  either  a  member  of  the  Conference  or 
admitted  into  connection  with  the  same,  or 
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upon  trial  as  aforesaid,  nor  appoint  any  person 
for  more  than  three  years  successively  to  the 
use  and  enjoyment  of  any  chapel  and  premises 
already  given,  or  to  be  given  or  conveyed  upon 
the  trusts  aforesaid,  except  ordained  ministers 
of  the  Church  of  England." 

At  this  moment  the  only  persons  the 
Wesleyan  Methodist  Conference  can 
by  law  continue  more  than  three  years 
in  one  place  are  the  ordained  ministers 
of  the  Church  of  England.  But,  Sir, 
I  go  further  even  than  this.  In  the 
year  1818  there  was  constituted  by 
Conference  a  Primitive  Wesleyan 
Methodist  Society,  and  in  the  year 
1871  an  Act  was  passed,  the  34th 
c&  35th  Vic,  Chapter  40,  which  gave 
legislative  sanction  to  the  Constitu- 
tion arrived  at  in  1818.  It  was  en- 
acted by  Section  4  that — 

"Nothing  in  this  Act  contained  shall 
authorise  any  alteration  in  the  doctrine  of  the 
Society  as  set  forth  in  Part  II.  of  the  General 
Principle  of  the  Methodist  Constitution." 

Another  section  allowed  them  to  vary 
parts  of  the  Constitution  which  referred 
only  to  discipline.  The  Schedule  of  that 
Act  contains  different  parts  of  that 
Methodist  Constitution,  from  which  I 
will  read  an  extract — 

"  Does  not  the  Methodist  Society  profess  to 
belong  to  the  Church  of  England  ?  Yes,  as  a 
body,  for  they  originally  emanated  from  the 
Church  of  England.  They  originally  emanated 
from  the  Church  of  England,  and  the  Rev. 
John  Wesley,  the  venerable  founder  of  the  Con- 
nexion, made  a  declaration  of  a  similar  import 
'within  less  than  a  year  preceding  his  decease, 
. '  I  declare  once  more  that  I  live  and  die  a 
member  of  the  Church  of  England,and  that  none 
who  regard  my  judgment  or  advice  will  ever 
separate  from  it." — (See  Arminian  Magazine 
for  April,  1790.)  uThis  regulation  is  not 
intended  to  be  understood  as  interfering  with 
the  right  of  private  judgment  in  places  where 
education  or  prejudices  attach  members  to 
other  Established  Churches." 

That,  Sir,  is  in  the  Designs,  Part  1,  which 
they  are  at  liberty  to  alter ;  but  in 
Part  2,  which  that  body  cannot  alter 
except  by  coming  to  Parliament,  we 
,find  this,  "  What  is  the  foundation 
of  the  Methodist  doctrine?  The 
Canonical  Scriptures  of  the  Old  and 
New  Testament.  Wherein  consists  the 
unity  of  the  Methodist  doctrine  ?"  The 
hon.  Member  who  moved  this  Resolu- 
tion  said  that  the  doctrine  was  drawn 
pure  and  direct  from  Holy  Writ.  I 
will  read  to  him  the  doctrine  which  is 
obligatory  by  Act  of  Parliament 
upon  this  body ;    it  cannot  be  altered 
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without  the  consent  of  Parliament.  The 
Primitive  Methodist  Society  of  lie* 
land 

An  hon.  Member  :  Is  it  a  public  Ad 
or  a  private  Act  ? 

Sir  E.  CLARKE :  A  public  Ad 
The  hon.  Member  will  find  it  on  the 
Table  from  which  I  have  taken  it,  ani 
the  answer  given  to  the  question  of  what 
the  unity  of  the  Methodist  doctrine! 
consisted  was  as  follows  : — 

"  Answer. — In  teaching  and  enforcing  the* 
doctrines  only  which  are  contained  m  tin 
Scriptures,  as  taught  and  explained  in  tin* 
writings  of  the  Rev.  John  Wesley  and  the  tier. 
John  Fletcher,  particularly  Mr.  Wesley's  not* 
on  the  Old  and  New  Testament,  his  eidft 
volumes  of  sermons,  his  appeals,  and  til 
doctrinal  parts  of  the  Arminian  Magas&u  u 
maintained  by  him  ard published  to  theperioi 
of  his  decease ;  also  Mr.  Fletcher's  checks  vU 
letters,  published  by  Mr.  Wesley." 

And  when  the  hon.  Member  speaks  of 
the  freedom  of  the  Church  which  is 
not  established  as  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land, has  he  forgotten  for  the  moment  if 
any  body  such  as  a  Church  comes  to  be 
possessed  of  property  or  endowment  of 
any  sort  or  kind,  there  is  a  condition  t 
of  things  established  which  prevents  it   I 
from  altering  its  doctrines  or  the  terms    : 
of  its  membership  except  by  appeal  to    '■: 
the    House     of     Commons?     With 
regard    to    the   matter   of    the  num- 
ber of  people  in  Wales,  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Swansea  made  an  observation 
as  to  his  wish  for  a  census.    Well,  we    ; 
have  always  wished  for  a  census,  we    ; 
are  anxious  to  have  a  census.  It  i*    j 
not    the    fault    of    Churchmen  that    1 
there   has  not   been    a    census  made    ! 
in  Wales  as  there  is   in   Ireland,  to    i 
ascertain  the  religious  opinions  of  the    ' 
people.     Hon.  Members  on  the  other 
side    may    be    well    justified  in  the 
opposition   that    they    make  to   that 
proposal.     I  do    not  complain;  they 
form  their  own  judgment  in  the  matter,, 
and  they  object  to  our  proposal  being 
earned  out ;  but,  at  all  events,  if  they 
object  to  any  record  being  taken  by  an 
independent  and  authoritative  body,  it 
is  not  for  them  to  ask  that  we  shall 
accept    the    amateur    and    somewhat 
suspicious  attempts  that    they   make 
to  get    these    returns.     With    regard: 
to   this    question,    which    I    consider 
an  important  one,  the  hon.   Member 
who  moved  the  Resolution  gave  the 
go-by  altogether  to    that  part  of  the; 
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tee,  and  says  fairly,  "  I  do  not  choose 
*  deal  with  Welsh  statistics."  I  do 
ot  think  that  is  quite  satisfactory ;  I 
link  we  ought  to  be  able  to  find  out 
i  some  way  what  is  the  proportion 
etween  Churchmen  and  Nonconform- 
sts  in  Wales.  The  Nonconformists 
ay  they  desire  to  obtain  returns  of 
he  attendances  at  our  churches. 
Veil,  they  have  made  several  attempts 

0  do  this.  In  the  year  1887,  it  was 
nnounced  that  a  religious  census  was 
bout  to  be  taken  by  a  very  active  and 
igorous  Nonconformist  in  Wales.  He 
ras  believed  to  have  taken  it.  He  did 
ot  publish  it.  About  two  years  later 
&  published  fragments  of  it,  and 
xplained  that  in  the  oases  in  which  he 
ad  taken  returns  he  had  a  private 
ansus  taken  for  the  re-consideration  of 
tie  figures.  I  do  not  say  the  figures 
iven  were  not  true.  One  cannot  say 
lat ;  there  was  no  comparative  state- 
Lent  on  the  other  side  by  which  to  test 
,  but  I  do  say  they  cannot  call  upon 
s  to  pay  any  very  great  respect  to  an 
mateur  experiment  of  this  kind, 
>unded  upon  a  principle  unfair  to  the 
[lurches  and  unfairly  applied.  I  say 
a  principle  unfair  to  the  churches." 
Then  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
ae  Member  for  Midlothian  had  occasion 

1  this  House  to  discuss  some  years 
go — I  think  40  years  ago — the  Motion 
I  Mr.  Miall  with  regard  to  the  dis- 
stablishmentof  the  Church  of  England, 
e  protested  against  the  idea  that 
ou  could  test  the  efficiency  of  an 
Sstablished  Church  by  counting  the 
Lumber  of  persons  present  at  a  single 
ervice  upon  a  particular  Sunday.  If 
rou  took  the  number  of  persons  present 
A  special  worship  you  would  not 
fitablish  a  fair  comparison  between 
he  Established  Church  and  other 
)odies  which  thought  much  more 
i  the  preaching  of  the  Word,  and  of 
attending  at  particular  times  in  their 
Jhurches  and  chapels.  It  would 
lot  be  a  fair  comparison.  But  I  will 
ake  for  examination  a  very  recent 
sample — the  most  recent  return 
[  think — taken  by  one  of  those 
vho  have  been  professionally  engaged 
Q  support  of  the  Liberationist  move- 
sent  in  Wales.  There  has  been  a 
Tales  Campaign  Fund  started,  and 
wne  of  these  needy  Nonconformists  of 
{Tales  have  given  sums  of  £500  each  to 


establish  that  fund.  I  will  not  inquire 
too  curiously  how  it  has  been  spent, 
but  I  believe  it  has  been  partly  spent 
in  obtaining  the  Returns  published  in 
the  Times  newspaper  in  December  of 
last  year.  Mr.  Owen  Owens  published 
in  the  Times  of  the  18th  December, 
1891,  a  Return  which  he  had  obtained 
from  an  inquiry  set  on  foot  by  him  into 
the  attendance  at  churches  in  the 
diocese  of  St.  Asaph ;  and  he  said  that 
the  Eeturn  he  gave  showed  that  "  the 
proportion  of  attendants  at  church  on 
a  Sunday  did  not  reach  10  per  cent,  of 
the  population."  It  was  a  curious  con- 
clusion, and  I  should  like  to  tell  the 
House  how  it  was  arrived  at.  There 
were  73  churches  taken  in  the  diocese 
of  St.  Asaph's.  He  got  out  a  total  of 
113,000  persons  in  the  population  and 
of  11,009  persons  in  attendance  in  the 
churches ;  and  he  said  that  taking 
these  figures  they  represented  a  pro- 
portion of  something  less  than  10  per 
cent.  I  do  not  think  that  10  pejr 
cent,  is  an  insignificant  number  when 
you  take  the  attendance  at  one 
service  only,  at  a  church  in  a 
rural  and  somewhat  wild  district  in 
many  parts,  upon  an  extremely  in- 
clement day  in  the  month  of  November. 
But  let  me  take  it.  This  census  can  be 
examined,  and  has  been  examined,  and 
the  figures  which  I  am  going  to  refer  to 
have  been  published,  and  have  never 
been  answered.  At  Wrexham,  the 
amateur  who  was  present  on  that  day 
omitted  five  places  of  Church  worship 
altogether,  and  he  estimated  the  popu- 
lation at  Wrexham  at  not  less  than 
2,000  persons  below  its  real  number. 
In  one  place  the  two  enumerators 
were  aged  respectively  eleven  and 
thirteen  years,  and  as  might  have 
been  expected  from  such  juvenile 
officials,  there  was  a  difference  of 
45  per  cent,  between  them.  But  in 
nine  places — 9  churches  out  of  73 — 
the  numbers  given  as  at  the  congrega- 
tion service  were  smaller  than  the 
number  of  communicants  who  had 
communicated  at  these  churches 
upon  the  Easter  Sunday.  I  need 
not  draw  the  inference  from  that 
fact.  But  there  was  one  place  of  all 
these  73  which  was  correct,  and  only 
one.  It  was  the  parish  of  Hawarden, 
and  the  parish  of  Hawarden,  a  large 
parish,  with    over    6,000   inhabitants, 
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has  I  am  very  glad  to  say  a  diligent 
Church  ministry  and  a  large  attendance 
at  the  services.  The  parish  of  Hawar- 
den  came  out  in  these  returns  in  a  way 
which  corresponds  with  the  returns 
made  by  the  Rector  of  Ha  war  den,  to 
the  Bishop  of  the  diocese.  The 
explanation  is  an  interesting  one. 
The  Rector  of  Hawarden,  is  the 
Eev.  Stephen  Gladstone,  who  knew 
this  inquiry  was  to  be  made,  and  offered 
to  give  the  persons  who  were  conduct- 
ing the  inquiry  the  figures  himself. 
They  accepted  the  figures,  and  thus 
the  parish  of  Hawarden  had  the  singu- 
lar distinction  of  being  the  only  correct 
return,  so  far  as  we  can  see,  in  the 
whole  of  the  73.  Now,  Sir,  this  is  an 
example  of  the  statistics  which  have 
been  given  by  our  opponents.  With 
regard  to  them,  I  do  not  impute  bad 
faith.  The  controversy  we  are  engaged 
in  to-day  is  a  controversy  which  may 
last  for  many  years  and  involve  much 
—(Cries  of  "  No,  no!"  from  the  Oppo- 
sition Benches) — may  last  for  many 
years,  and,  for  my  own  part,  I  will  take 
care,  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of 
this  controversy,  that  no  word  shall 
be  spoken  by  nie  which  will  em- 
bitter the  antagonism  among  those 
who,  to  my  thinking,  ought  to  be 
working  for  and  in  one  common  cause. 
I  have  given  an  example  now  of  the 
statistics  with  regard  to  ourselves.  Let 
me  give  something  which  I  confess 
I  am  inclined  to  consider  more 
trustworthy.  There  are  reasons,  as  I 
have  shown  you,  to  distrust  these 
statistics  about  us.  I  think  we  are 
entitled  to  accept  the  statistics  of  our 
antagonists  in  this  matter  about  them- 
elves.  With  regard  to  them,  I  think 
they  ought  not  to  complain  if  we 
examine  their  own  statistics  and  apply 
them  to  the  consideration  of  the  ques- 
tion, and  I  want  to  ask  the  attention 
of  the  House  to  the  result  of  some 
interesting  statistics.  The  four  large 
bodies  of  Nonconformists  in  Wales 
are — the  Calvinistic  Methodists,  who 
I  believe  outnumber  by  about  one- 
half  any  other  Nonconformist  body. 
I  think  the  four  largest  bodies  are  the 
Calvinistic  Methodists,  the  Indepen- 
dents, the  Wesley  an  s,  and  the  Baptists, 
and  they  comprise  the  large  majority, 
almost  the  whole,  of  the  Nonconformist 
population  of  Wales.     Now,  these  four 
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bodies  issue  every  year  an  account  i 
their  Church  membership.  Two  of  then 
issue  the  account  in  this  form.  The  Gti- 
vinistic  Methodists  and  the  Independent 
give  a  table  of  the  number  of  memben 
of  their  Church,  and  they  also  gni 
the  number  of  the  adherents  of  the 
Churches.  It  is  an  important  matte 
to  remember  what  an  adherent  meant 
and  I  shall  read  the  definition  d 
adherent,  which  is  an  authoritatht 
definition  of  the  Nonconformist  Body— 

u  Adherent  includes  all  who  attend  regoM 
or  irregularly  at  Nonconformist  ptes*  i 
worship,  all  who  avail  themselves  of  til 
religious  services  of  ministers  or  members  d 
the  Nonconformist  Body  on  the  peeiiloi  4 
sickness  or  death  in  their  family,  and  cUUm 
of  all  ages." 

In  other  words,  all  who  can  be  directly 
or  indirectly  described  as  a  Noncon- 
formist. The  adherents  of  the  Calvi- 
nistic Methodists  and  Independents,  an 
just  over  twice  as  many  as  the  mem- 
bers. Applying  these  figures  to  the 
other  two  bodies,  who  give  only  the 
number  of  members  but  not  of  adhe- 
rents, and  doubling  their  figures,  or 
rather  more  than  doubling  their  figures,  ^ 
in  order  to  produce  a  fair  result,  the  j; 
result  of  this  is :  The  total  adherents  * 
in  Wales,  including  Monmouthshire,  of 
the  four  largest  Nonconformist  Bodies 
is,  according  to  the  last  Betnrn— 
that  of  1890—814,277,  from  their 
own  books.  That  is  46  per  cent. 
of  the  population  of  the  country. 
I  think  the  hon.  Member  for  Swan- 
sea, some  years  ago,  gave  an  esti- 
mate in  this  House  of  the  number  d 
persons  who  were  Nonconformists,  in* 
eluding  under  that  total  the  Boman 
Catholics,  who  were  not  included 
in  these  four  Bodies,  and  he  esti- 
mated them  at  55,000.  I  believe 
56,000  is  about  right.  That  would  add 
another  3  per  cent,  to  the  Noncon- 
formist Body ;  and  so,  according  to 
their  own  statistics,  including  adherents, 
including  every  child  and  everybody 
casually  brought  into  contact  with  the 
body,  the  largest  number  they  can 
claim  of  members  and  of  adherents 
attached  as  loosely  as  possible  to  their 
body,  when  added  to  the  number  out- 
side this  body,  comes  to  49  per  oent. 
only  of  the  population. 

Mr.    T.    E.    ELLIS    (Merioneth- 
shire) :  Supposing  the  rest  conform  ? 
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Sib  E.  CLARKE :  I  shall  finish  my 
atement,  but  I  assure  the  hon.  Mem- 
vr  I  shall  not  omit  to  notice  the  ques- 
oq.  But  there  is  another  very  interest- 
gfact  with  regard  to  this.  Noncon- 
nnity  is  not  evenly  distributed  over 
rales.  The  eastern  part  of  Wales — 
IB  seven  counties  which  may 
My  be  called  the  eastern  part 
!  Wales  —  are  places  of  large 
mutation  and  of  increasing  popu- 
ttoo.  The  six  counties  in  the  west 
:  Wales  are  places  more  sparsely 
mpied,  of  decreasing  population. 
I  the  seven  eastern  counties,  which 
otain  72  per  cent,  of  the  population, 
e  adherents  of  the  Nonconformist 
)dies,  including  Roman  Catholics, 
k>  are  more  numerous  in  that  than 

any  other  part  of  Wales,  amount 
only  35  per  cent,  of  the  population. 
that,  aocording  to  their  own  statistics, 

that  part  of  Wales  which  is  in- 
Musing  in  population,  and  full  of 
Msperity  and  promise  for  the  future, 
is  not  much  more  than  one-third  of 
»  population  that,  by  any  method  of 
eolation,  can  be  brought  within  the 
moonformist  Body.  It  was  said, 
)o  the  others  conform  ?  "  I  do  not 
derstand  the  question.  There  is  no 
ih  thing  as  conformity  to  an  Estab- 
led  Church  in  the  sense  which  it 
MBsarily  has  when  dealing  with  the 
mxmformist  Body.  The  claim  of 
I  Church  is  that  all  belong  to  her 
ly,  and  are  entitled  to  her  ministra- 
ns ;  that  the  doors  of  her  churches 
)  open  to  all,  the  ministration  of 
r  Sacraments  given  to  all,  that  the 
(isolations  of  religion  will  be  given 

her  clergy  to  all  people  amongst 
ran  they  live.  The  strength  and 
s  power  of  the  Established  Church 
that  she  directs  her  unceasing  effort 

that  large  body  which  may  not 
roe  come  into  direct  relation  with  any 
ligious  community  at  all,  but  which  is 
en  to  the  influence  of  Christianity  and 
e  influence  of  the  teaching  of  a  worthy 
lurch ;  and,  again,  I  say  no  one  will 
my — I  am  sure  the  hon.  Member  for 
onbigh  himself,  who  is  going  to  speak 
this  Debate,  will  not  deny — the  value 
the  ministrations  of  the  ministers  of 
»  Welsh  Church,  although  they  may 

given  to  those  who  have  not  abso- 
ely  declared  themselves  to  be  mem- 
rs  of  a  religious  body.    It  was  not  in 


a  hasty  or  debating  speech  that  the 
hon.  Member  expressed,  not  long  ago, 
the  very  highest  opinion  of  the  work  of 
the  Welsh    clergy.     In   an  article,   I 
think  in  1885,  in  the  Nineteenth  Century, 
or  about  that  time,  he  paid  his  testimony 
to  the  character  of  the  clergy  in  Wales, 
and  a  better  or  more  hearty  eulogium 
could  not  be  expected  from  the  most 
devoted  defender  of  Church  Establish* 
ment.    As  the  question  has  been  asked, 
I  should  just  like  to    point  out  this. 
It  has  been  said  how  about  those  who 
lie  outside  of  the  membership  of  the 
Nonconformist     Body.       But     when 
one  is  talking  about  the  membership 
of  the  Nonconformist  Body,   and  the 
number  of  Nonconformist  chapels,  and 
the  number  of  Nonconformist  ministers, 
in  Wales,  one  is  necessarily  exaggera- 
ting to  a  great  degree  the  influence  that 
Nonconformity  has  in  Wales.   I  will 
give  an  instance.      In  the  Diocese  of 
St.  Asaph's  there  are  208  churches  of 
the  Established  Church.     These  208 
churches  are  served  by  312  clergymen, 
and  in  each  parish  there  is  a  resident 
clergyman,   who  has    in    some    cases 
assistant    curates,    attending    to    the 
people  among  whom  they  live.      What 
is  the  case  with  the '  Nonconformist 
Body?      The    Calvinistic    Methodists 
are  a  very  strong  body  in  the  Diocese 
of  St.  Asaph's.    They  have  330  chapels 
in  that  Diocese.    But  they  have  only 
70  pastors.    Of  these  70  pastors  35 
have  more  than  one  chapel  to  attend 
to;    and  there  are  forty-three   other 
persons  who  make  up  the  ministry  of 
the    Calvinistic    Methodists    in    that 
diocese  to  the  number  of  113.     Alto- 
gether, there  are  43  persons  besides  these 
pastors — men,  no  doubt,  of  exemplary 
life  and  great  capacity  to  lead    others 
to  a  religious  life — but  persons  obliged 
to  occupy  their  daily  time  in  other  and 
secular  employment. 

Mr.  A.  O'CONNOR  (Donegal,  E.) : 
Like  St.  Paul. 

Sir  E.  CLARKE:  I  heard  the 
interruption.  If  St.  Paul  had  not 
had  to  work  for  his  living  he  would 
have  had  more  time  to  work  for 
his  Master.  ("Oh,  oh!")  And  I  say, 
while  these  men  may  be  men  of 
good  qualities  to  guide  and  lead 
and  encourage  others  in  religion,  at. 
all  events  they  cannot,  by  the  nature  of 
things,  give  such  constant  pastoral  care 
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to  the  people  amongst  whom  they  live, 
as  could  be  given  by  those  whose  whole 
lives  are  spent  in  the  discharge  of  those 
duties.  There  exist,  then,  330  chapels 
in  the  diocese  of  St.  Asaph's;  there 
are  70  pastors.  Of  these  70  pastors  35 
have  more  than  one  chapel  to  attend 
to.  I  do  not  care  to  dwell  upon 
this  subject.  I  do  not  care — for  my 
part,  I  absolutely  refuse — to  make 
any  attack  upon  the  organisation 
or  work  of  the  Nonconformist 
Bodies ;  but  I  propose  to  read  to 
the  House  an  extract,  not  from  a  writer 
upon  our  side,  but  from  a  writer  who 
was  speaking  from  the  Nonconformist 
side  with  regard  to  this  matter.  On 
the  14th  May,  1891,  there  appeared  a 
leading  article  in  the  Goleuad,  which  is 
the  official  organ  of  the  Calvinistic 
Methodists  in  Wales.  This  is  an 
extract  from  the  leading  article  : — 

"Ab  is  seen  in  the  figures  used  by  Mr. 
Roberts,  our  chapels  (eglwysi)  throughout 
North  and  South  Wales  number  1,258 ;  of 
these,  724  are  in  North  Wales,  including  three 
in  Liverpool  and  Manchester.  According  to 
our  diary  there  are  only  236  pastors  to  take 
care  of  all  these  churches. . . .  Let  us  take  an  ex- 
ample. We  know  a  district  within  a  presby- 
tery in  North  Wales  where  there  are  19 
churches,  and  there  is  only  one  pastor  in  the 
whole  district.  In  cases  of  illness  amongst 
our  members,  and  when  special  circumstances 
call  for  the  presence  of  a  minister,  to  marry, 
to  baptise,  to  promote  beneficent  movements, 
Buch  as  temperance,  &c,  to  hold  classes  for 
the  young  people,  to  defend  the  rights  of  Non- 
conformists against  civil  and  religious  vio- 
lence and  oppression,  the  Calvinistic  Methodists 
have  only  one  pastor  for  this  tract  of  country. 
In  the  same  district  there  are  at  least  ten 
clergymen,  the  great  majority  of  them 
evincing  great  zeal  for  the  "  Mother  Church," 
and  untiring  in  their  efforts  to  win  Noncon- 
formists to  their  fold.  Read  the  reports  of 
the  Sunday  Schools  in  this  district,  and  you 
find  a  very  great  decline  in  the  work  of  the 
schools." 

I  think  we  are  entitled  to  point  out 
to  hon.  Members  who  are  seeking  to 
disturb  and  destroy  the  work  of  that 
Church  which  maintains  in  every  parish 
throughout  the  diocese  a  clergyman 
diligent  in  the  performance  of  his  duty, 
and  ministering  to  the  people  in  whose 
midst  he  is  placed ;  it  is  right  for  us  to 
remind  them  that  those  on  their  own 
Bide,  who  are  most  deeply  and  ardently 
interested  in  the  work  of  Calvinistic 
Methodism,  lament  the  fact,  that  by 
the  paucity  of  their  pastors  as  com- 
pared    with     the    numbers    of    their 

Sir  E.  Clarke 


churches,  their  people  are  practically 
left  without  guardianship,  and  prac- 
tically without  guidance  in    spiritual 
matters.  Sir,  the  time  may  come  when 
the  timid  inveracities  of  this  Resolution 
shall  give  place  to  a  formal  scheme  pro- 
posed to  Parliament  by  a  Minister  d 
the  Crown  for  the  humiliation  and  the 
despoiling  of  the  Church.     If  that  day 
should    come  how   will   the  opposing 
ranks  be  filled,  and  in  what  principle! 
will  the  defenders  of  the  Church  find 
their  inspiration.     We  are  sometimes 
told  that  we  are  defending  vested  in- ' 
terests  and  a  Government  Department. 
Sir,  to  some  of  us  it  is  no  question  d 
the  defence  of  a  political  institution. 
The  Church  is  of  Divine  foundation,  its 
system  is   Divinely  ordered,   its  faith 
Divinely  guarded  from  corruption  or 
decay.      In  the  Establishment  we  find 
the  privilege  and  obligation  of  a  uni- 
versal duty ;  in  the  endowments  which 
the  piety  of  her  sons  has,  in  past  ages, 
consecrated  to  the  Divine  service  we 
see  the  guarantee  for  the  independence 
of  her  ministers,  and  for  that  unfailing 
service  of  charity  by  which  far  more 
than  this  her  heritage  is  given  directly 
to  the  poor  in  the  relief  of  ignorance  and 
sorrow,  of  sickness  and  of  want.    Id 
our  belief  the  inheritance  of  the  Church 
is  the   most    precious     possession  of 
the  poor.     This  is  not  your  belief,  but 
it  is  that  which  I  share  with  millions 
of     my    fellow  -  countrymen.      Many 
of     those      are      to    be     found    in 
the    ranks     of    the    Liberal    Party; 
many  who,   in  presence  of  such  con- 
siderations as  these,  will  refuse  to  join 
in  a  policy  of  destruction.     But  these 
will  not  be  all.     There  will,  I  believe, 
be      with    us     many     who    do    not 
share   in  this  belief,   do  not  approve 
the     system     of     the    Church,    sad 
do    not    profess    her  creed,  but  who 
accept  as  their  rule  of  political  conduct 
something  better  than  the   party  ex- 
pediency of  the  moment.     What,  Sir, 
is  the  characteristic  of  the  higher  states- 
manship of  the  day  ?  It  is  that  the  prin- 
ciple  that   the  welfare  of  the  people 
is    the    supreme    law     is    becoming 
more    and    more    the    rule    of    our 
legislation,  and  of  all  the  activities  of 
our  public  life.     And  this  other  truth 
we  ought  to  have  learned,  that  the  wel- 
fare of  the  people  does    not  mainly 
depend  upon  forms  of  Government,  or 
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ie  arrangement  of  political  privileges, 
*  even  on  the  distribution  of  the 
itional  wealth.  It  depends  on  the 
laracter  of  the  people.  Who  will  deny 
tat  the  teaching  of  the  National  Church 
i  one  of  the  most  potent  of  all  the 
ifluences  which  form  and  elevate  the 
itional  character.  Fixed  in  a  pure 
id  manly  faith,  secured  by  the  very 
mditions  of  its  establishment  from  the 
MLBmodic  extravagances  of  religious 
arvottr,  and  the  more  permanent 
wger  of  priestly  domination,  it  is  the 
wrongest  of  all  existing  forces  to 
lengthen  and  refine  the  spirit  of  our 
aople,  and  to  teach  them  that  in  the 
liniment  of  Christian  duty  lies  the 
ily  hope  of  protecting  our  social  life 
om  the  extremes  of  a  cynical  selfish- 
ass  on  the  one  hand,  and  on  the 
iher  from  the  vagaries  of  a  fantastic 
id  predatory  socialism.  Sir,  we 
:  the  Tory  Party  gladly  and  grate- 
illy  accept  the  honourable  duty  of 
anding  foremost  in  this  cause. 
ut  we  believe  that  as  the  years  go  by 
lere  will  come  to  our  side  more  and 
tore  of  those  who  place  the  national 
elfare  above  the  ties  of  a  political 
>mbination,  and  will  claim  to  share 
ith  us  the  patriotic  work  of  guarding 
ie  inseparable  interests  of  the  Church 
id  the  people. 

(6.8.)  Mr.  BRYCE  (Aberdeen,  S.) :  I 
ive  listened,  and  I  am  sure  the  House 
&8  listened,  with  interest  and  admira- 
on  to  the  ingenious  and  eloquent 
ddress  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man. I  admired  his  speech  in  many 
aspects  and  not  least  in  this,  that  it 
las  so  very  skilful  and  successful  in 
Averting  attention  from  the  points  of 
he  case  which  are  most  vital,  and 
belling  at  length  on  propositions  which 
hone  of  us  dispute,  and  introducing 
toatter  entirely  irrelevant  to  the  case, 
the  Solicitor  General  began  by  the 
irfcifice  familiar  to  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite — that  is  quoting  and  dilating 
Qpon  dicta,  which  have  fallen  in  the 
xrarse  of  his  long  life  from  the  right 
lion.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Mid- 
lothian But  the  hon.  and  learned 
Jentleman  improved  upon  former 
ixamples  by  quoting  from  the  right 
ton.  Gentleman  when  he  was  not 
resent  to  correct  the  twistings  and  dis- 
)cations  from  their  context  of  the 
itraots  which  he  used.    Now,  Sir,  it 


seems  to  me  that  the  census  statistics 
which  always  form  a  large  feature  in 
these  Debates  may  well  be  left  to  be 
dealt  with  by  the  Welsh  Members. 
The  figures  however  of  the  Solicitor 
General  deserve  a  little  notice.  He 
claimed  that  all  who  were  not  proved 
to  be  Nonconformists  must  be  assumed 
to  be  members  of  the  Church  of 
England.  It  seems  to  me  that  those 
in  Wales  in  whom  the  spirit,  life  and 
convictions  of  religion  is  doing  work, 
attach  themselves  to  the  Noncon- 
formists, and  only  in  small*  pro- 
portions to  the  Church  of  England. 
The  Solicitor  General  went  on  to  a 
more  questionable  view.  He  made  it 
apparently  ground  of  accusation  against 
the  Nonconformist  body  that  they  were 
so  poor  as  not  to  be  able  to  have 
separate  and  settled  ministers  for  each 
of  their  churches.  I  have  thought 
that  was  rather  a  testimony  to  the  fer- 
vent attachment  of  the  Nonconformists 
in  Wales  to  their  clergy  and  churches, 
when  they  come  to  those  churches 
in  spite  of  the  comparatively  scant 
ministrations  which  are  offered  to 
them,  and  when  with  all  their 
poverty  the  Nonconformist  Churches 
are  able  to  take  a  firmer  hold  on  the 
attachment  and  attendance  of  the 
people  than  the  Church  of  England, 
with  all  her  appliances,  can  do.  The 
Solicitor  General  went  a  step  further, 
and  in  reply  to  a  reference  to  St.  Paul 
he  observed  that  St.  Paul  would  pro- 
bably have  done  much  better  if  he  had 
had  nothing  but  preaching  to  do. 
Well,  that  is  a  moral  to  most  of  us.  I 
think  the  Nonconformist  ministers  will 
be  satisfied  if  nothing  worse  than  that 
can  be  said  of  them,  that  they  fol- 
lowed in  the  steps  of  St.  Paul — only 
that  the  Solicitor  General  thinks  St. 
Paul  was  only  a  moderate  success,  and 
that  much  more  would  have  been  ac- 
complished if  St.  Paul  had  been  a 
preacher  and  nothing  else.  Sir,  I  must 
say  I  was  struck  by  a  certain  amount 
of  unreality  in  the  speech  of  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman.  He  has  dealt 
with  this  matter  as  if  he  were  pleading 
a  cause  in  those  Courts  which  his 
eloquence  adorns.  He  has  attempted 
to  divert  the  minds  of  hon.  Members 
from  the  real  issue,  as  he  did  in  the 
case  of  those  other  clients  whose  claims 
he  advocated  with  so  much  zeal,  when 
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the  question  of  licensing  compensation 
was  before  the  House.      He  gives  us 
forensic    arguments    based    upon   the 
alleged  inaccuracy  of  eertain  statistics 
alleged  to  be  inaccurate.     He  assumes 
that  Members  of  this  House  are  not  to 
i  know  anything  more  about  Wales  than 
can  be  learned  from  evidence  that  can 
be  called  and   cross-examined  upon  in 
Court,   or    from    statements  made  by 
witnesses  upon  affidavit.     Anyone  who 
approaches  this  question  in  the  spirit  of 
a  practical  statesman  would  have  given 
the  House  the  credit  of  knowing  that 
the  majority  of  the  people  of  Wales  are 
Nonconformist.    Be  the  figures  three- 
fourths  to  one-fourth,  four-fifths  to  one- 
fifth,   or  five-sixths  to    one-sixth — all 
these    estimates  are  made — the  plain 
and  broad  fact  stands  out,  as  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Mid- 
lothian  has    said,    that    the    Church 
of  England  in  Wales  is  the  Church  not 
only  of  the  rich  but  of  the  small  minority, 
We  have  here  a  comparatively  simple 
case  to  deal  with.     It  is  not  a  question 
of  Establishment  generally,  but  a  very 
special  and  peculiar  case  that  ought  to 
be  tried  on  its  own  merits.     It  is  the 
case  of  an  Established   Church   with 
every     advantage,     with    undisputed 
possession,  with  a  great  line  of  ancient 
tradition  behind  it — because  the  Church 
in  Wales  is  the  legitimate  historical 
succession  to  the  Church  of  St.  David 
— it  is  the  case  of  an  Established  Church 
with  all  these  advantages  that  has  com- 
pletely   failed    to    make     herself    a 
National  Church.     It  is,  moreover,   a 
conspicuous  instance  of  failure,  because 
in  Wales  those  conditions  for  which 
Established  Churches  are  supposed  to 
be  specially  needed    and  to  have    a 
special  chance  of  success,  have  been 
abundantly  prevalent.     It  is  constantly 
claimed  for  a  National  Church  that  it 
ought  to  draw  in,  and  embody  and  give 
visible  shape  to  the  natural  feelings  of 
the  people,  that  it  ought  to  be  in  accord 
with    their    traditions,    supported    by 
their    sentiment    and    affection,    and 
be  able  to  give  shape  to  their  natural 
life.     It  was  also  claimed  by  the  Soli- 
citor General  with  great  eloquence  that 
the  Established  Church  ought  to  be  the 
church  of  the  poor ;    that  it  is  her 
special  mission  and  function  to  take 
the  poor  under  her  protection,  and  do 
for  them  what  they  are  unable  to  do 
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for  themselves.     In  Wales  the  CI 

has  had  a  great  and  effectual  door 

to  her  in  these  respects.     The  V 

are  a  religious  people.    Their  rel 

is  more  constant  and  devout  than 

of  any  other  people  in  these  re 

They  are  a  patriotic  people  and  de1 
to  their  national  language,  their  an 
songs,  their  national  tradit 
Wales  is  a  poor  country.  It  is  i 
poorer  in  proportion  to  its  number 
England ;  and  yet  in  both  of  ' 
respects — as  regards  her  nat 
character  and  her  hold  upon  the 
— the  Church  of  England  in  Wales 
been  a  most  conspicuous  failure, 
the  national  life  of  the  Establi 
Church,  all  the  religious  fervour, 
gone  out  into  the  Nonconformist  bo 
I  do  not  say  all  the  people  have  { 
but  I  say  that  the  passion,  the  fen 
the  ardour  of  religion,  the  attach] 
to  the  Welsh  language,  to  Welsh 
tory,  and  to  Welsh  nationality, 
gone  to  the  Nonconformists ;  and 
masses  have  drifted  away  from 
Established  Church,  leaving  it 
Church  of  the  rich  and  not  of 
poor,  the  Church  of  the  few  and 
of  the  many.  Why?  Because 
Church  is  established ;  because  it 
the  organisation  of  an  EstaMii 
Church.  That  happens  became 
Church  being  endowed  and  ha1 
benefices,  the  people  saw  her  we 
and  her  benefices  despoiled  for 
benefit  of  England.  That  pre 
began  early  in  the  history  of  V) 
when  the  tithes  of  the  South  VI 
Churches  were  taken  away  and  g 
to  the  Abbeys  of  Gloucester 
Tewkesbury.  It  is  because  the  Ch 
has  been  an  Endowed  Church 
those  misfortunes  mentioned  in  c 
history  have  befallen  her.  The  fact 
it  is  the  Church  of  the  rich,  a  Ch 
which  does  not  look  for,  and  does 
depend  upon,  the  contributions  of 
poor,  which  does  not  possess 
obvious  motive  of  going  to  the 
and  associating  itself  with  the  li 
the  pooi? — it  is  that  which  mac 
sink  into  the  lethargy  of  the 
century  and  caused  the  peoph 
drift  into  the  hands  of  the  Non 
formists.  I  do  not  think  the  fact 
put  too  strongly  by  John  Bright  ? 
he  used  these  striking  words : — 
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a  It  is  the  Establishment  that  has  killed  the 
Church  in  Wales." 

That  is  the  case    we    present  to  the 
House,  and  it  is  a    case  which    the 
Solicitor  General  has   not   answered. 
It  cannot  be  said  that  religion  would 
languish  without  the  Bstabli  shed  Church 
because  with  the  Established  Church 
it  has  languished.     It  cannot  be  said 
that  the  Established   Church  if    dis- 
established and  disendowed  will  not  be 
able  to  support  its  religious  ministra- 
tions, because  it  has   a    very  strong 
claim  upon  the  superabundant  wealth 
of  the  people  of  England.      It  cannot 
be  said  in    defence  of  the  continued 
existence  of  the  Church  that  it  is  justi- 
fied because  of  the  necessity  of  main- 
taining an  educated  clergy    in   every 
parish;    because,   Sir — thanks  to   the 
opening  of  the  Universities  of  Oxford 
and  of  Cambridge — there   are  now  in 
the  Nonconformist  Churches,  and  par- 
ticularly among  the  younger  men,  those 
who  can  hold  their  own  in  education 
and  intelligence  with  the  parsons  of 
the  Church.     It  was  said  by  a  former 
dignitary  of  the  Church  : — 

"  There  were  educated  men,  but  they  could 
Bot speak  Welsh;  there  were  men  who  could 
■peak  Welsh,  but  they  were  not  educated, 
xhe  educated  men  could  not  speak  to  the 
people ;  those  who  could  speak  to  them  had 
■HftE'-g  to  tell  them." 

The  reason  the  Solicitor  General 
gave  us  why  the  Church  of  England 
in  Wales  should  be  allowed  to 
hold  its  own  against  the  wishes 
of  the  great  majority  of  the  people 
was  that  it  is  improving.     I  admit  that 

fdly  and  heartily.  I  do  not  think  it 
denied  by  any  on  this  side  of  the 
House.  I  have  the  pleasure  of  knowing 
many  clergymen  of  the  Established 
Church  in  Wales,  and  I  know  that 
many  of  them  are  men  of  the 
highest  character  and  attainments,  and 
of  the  strongest  devotion  to  their  duties. 
But  I  have  always  felt  that  they  are  in 
a  very  painful  and  even  in  a  very  false 
position.  They  are  put  out  of  touch 
with  the  sentiments  of  the  people ; 
they  are  forced  into  an  attitude  of 
proselytism,  obliged  to  make  themselves 
the  agents,  whether  they  liked  it  or 
not,  of  the  proselytising  spirit  that  is 
now  so  active  in  Wales,  and  forced  into 
that  very  position  to  which  the  Solicitor 
General  made  reference,  that   against 

VOL.  I.  [new  bebies.] 


their  will  they  are  made  political 
partisans.  Their  idea  of  their  loyalty  to 
their  Church  requires  them  to  take  part 
in  political  agitation  on  their  own  be- 
half, and  forces  them  into  opposition, 
not  only  to  their  nonconforming 
brethren,  but  to  a  great  many  of  those 
among  whom  they  live.  It  is  from  that 
we  desire  to  relieve  them,  and  if  hon. 
Members  opposite  knew  as  much  about 
Wales  and  her  clergymen  as  I  do, 
having  travelled  all  over  the  country  in 
the  course  of  my  duties  connected  with 
a  public  mission,  they  would  know  that 
these  difficulties  were  very  pressing  and 
very  painful  to  some  of  the  best  and 
wisest  men  of  the  Church  in  Wales. 
There  is  another  observation  which 
must  rise  in  every  man's  mind  when 
he  hears  the  improvement  of  the 
Church  in  Wales  referred  to.  Institu- 
tions have  gone  on  improving  just  as 
the  hand  of  the  reformer  was  upon 
them.  No  institution  ever  was  at 
its  worst  when  it  was  reformed.  That 
is  only  natural,  and  it  arose  not 
because  the  institution  began  to  im- 
prove when  threatened,  not  alone 
because  of  the  spirit  which  works  out- 
side for  a  drastic  and  speedy  reform, 
but  also  because  there  is  a  spirit 
work  which  works  inside  for  a  softer 
and  milder  reform  in  the  essence  of  the 
institution  itself.  Let  me  mention  a 
couple  of  cases.  When  the  Bastille 
was  taken  there  were  found  very  few 
prisoners  in  it.  It  was  not  taken  at 
the  time  when  the  real  grievances 
existed,  but  at  a  time  when  the  im- 
proving influences  had  been  at  work. 
I  need  not  remind  the  House  that  the 
Established  Church  in  Ireland  at  the 
time  of  its  disestablishment  had  been 
improving  in  every  respect — in  the 
character  of  its  ministers,  in  the 
attachment  of  those  who  belong  to  it, 
in  its  relations  with  the  people.  I  do 
not  think,  therefore,  that  the  House 
need  be  surprised  that  the  Church  is 
improving  in  view  of  the  prospect  that 
lies  before  it  of  a  drastic  reform.  Sir, 
I  protest  against  the  language  used  by 
the  Solicitor  General  when  he  asked 
us  not  to  destroy  this  edifice. 
We  propose  to  relieve  the  Church  from 
an  indefensible  position,  to  set  it  free 
from  the  trammels  in  which  it  is  now 
bound.  We  propose  to  give  it  a  far 
stronger  claim  upon  the  liberality  and 
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attachment  of  its  people  than  what  it 
can  have  as  an  established  and  endowed 
Church.  We  believe  that  the  success 
it  has  attained  of  late  years,  and  the 
increase  of  attachment  to  it  on  the  part 
of  the  people,  have  been  gained  not  so 
much  by  it  as  a  State  Church,  but  by 
it  in  the  very  measureable  proportion 
in  which  it  becomes  a  voluntary  Church. 
It  is  because  it  has  had  not  to  rely  upon 
its  endowments,  but  because  it  has  had 
to  appeal  to  the  liberality  and  attach- 
ment of  its  non-adherents,  that  it  is 
more  prosperous  than  it  was  before. 
We  think  a  little  more  of  this  kind  of 
influence  will  do  it  still  more  good. 
We  believe  that  when  it  is  thrown 
entirely  upon  its  own  resources  it  will 
rise  to  the  strength  that  it  has  not  yet 
attained,  and  will  fulful  better  than 
ever  those  purposes  for  which  it  exists. 
It  raises  very  large  sums  already.  It 
can  raise  still  larger  ones.  The  sums 
it  has  raised  are  small  in  proportion  to 
the  wealth  of  its  adherents,  to  those 
which  are  raised  by  the  nonconforming 
bodies.  Now,  there  is  one  other  argu- 
ment which  I  know  is  always  dwelt  on 
in  this  case.  The  Solicitor  General  did 
not,  except  in  passing,  advert  to  it.  It 
is  the  argument  that  the  Church  in 
Wales  is  one  with  the  Church  in 
England.  He  did  advert  in  one  point 
to  that  argument,  because  near  the 
beginning  of  his  speech  he  referred  to 
what  he  called  "the  craze  of  sepa- 
ratism which  seems  to  have  seized  upon 
a  Political  Party  in  this  country."  He 
attributed  the  desire  for  disestablish- 
ment in  Wales  to  what  he  called  this 
"craze  of  separatism,"  by  which  I 
suppose  he  intended  to  describe  the 
desire  of  any  people  or  race,  or 
nation  within  these  realms  to  have 
such  legislation  as  they  desire, 
and  suited  to  their  own  needs.  Now 
I  am  not  going  to  argue  the  question 
whether  Wales  is  a  nation,  but  I  will 
say  there  are  present  in  Wales — and  no 
man  with  open  eyes  can  deny  it — 
conditions  and  circumstances  which 
make  it  so  unlike  England  that  it 
ought  to  be  dealt  with  differently  from 
England.  Before  I  part  from  that 
word  "separation,"  I  should  like  to 
remind  the  Solicitor  General  as  to  who 
it  was  who  first  broached  this  doctrine 
of  separation,  as  he  called  it,  with  refer- 
ence to  Established  Churches.     We  do 
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not  claim,  Mr.  Speaker,  what  may  h& 
called  the  patent  of  that  view — thafc 
the  question  of  an  Established  Churctx 
in  one  part  of  these  islands  should  bo 
dealt  with  according  to  the  wishes  of 
the  people  inhabiting  that  part  of  tha 
country.      That  doctrine  was  first  laid, 
down  by  a  noble  Lord  who  used  to  leal 
one  section  in  this  House,  and  who  was 
at  that  time  the  Leader  of  the  Liberal 
Party — the  noble  Lord  who  is  now  the 
Duke    of    Devonshire.      Speaking  in 
Scotland,  he  laid  down  the  proposition 
that  the  wishes  of  the  people  of  Scot- 
land ought  to  be  conclusive  as  to  the 
establishment  or  non-establishment  of 
the  Church  of  Scotland.      He  declared 
that  it  was  for  the  Scottish  people  to 
say  whether  they  wished  that  Church 
to  be  established  or  not.     It  is  upon 
the  basis  of  that  doctrine  that  my  hon. 
Friends  proceed  when  they  say  that 
the  wishes  of  the  Welsh  people  ought 
similarly  to  be  accepted  as  conclusive 
with  regard   to  the  existence  of  the 
Establishment     in     Wales.      I    know 
it   will  be  said    that  the    Church  in 
Wales    is   one   with   the    Church  in 
England,  and  that  it  must  be  defended 
for  the  sake  of  the  Church  in  England. 
What  does  this  mean  ?     If  the  Estab- 
lished Church  in  Wales  were  a  church 
distinct  from  the  Church  in  England; 
if  it  were  another  religious  body  alto- 
gether, and  if  three-fourths  of  thepeopk 
of  these  islands  were  opposed  to  it,  and 
did  not   belong  to  it,   would  he  still 
contend      that      it      ought      to     re- 
main  as  an  Establishment?     Clearly 
not.      Suppose      that      the     Church 
being  one  with  the  Church  of  England* 
should  nevertheless  exist  in  a  separate 
island,  would  it  be  contended,  with  the 
precedent  set  in  the  case  of  Ireland, 
that  it  should  remain  established  only 
because  it  is  part  of  the   Church  o* 
England?      We  arrive,   therefore,   at 
this  conclusion,  that  the  church  estab- 
lishment in  Wales  is  to  be  maintained 
because  it  is  one  with  the  Church  of 
England,  and  because  Wales  is  con* 
tiguous  by  land  with  England,  adjoining 
England,  and  on  the  land  frontier,  in- 
stead of  lying    by  itself  in    the  sea. 
Therefore  the  argument  which  the  Tory 
Party  and  the   Solicitor  General  are 
obliged  to  put  to  the  Welsh  people  is 
this.   You  are  to  continue  to  acquiesce 
in  an  Establishment  which  three-fourths 
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of  your  people  reject  and  which  nine- 
tenths  of  your  Members  reject — because 
I  believe  that  the  division   of  Welsh 
Members  at  present  is  27  to  3.     You 
are  to  continue  to  maintain  this  Church, 
which  you  hold  to  be  a  grievance,  for 
the  sake  of  England,  because  it  is  one 
with  the  Church  of  England  and  be- 
cause some  injury  will  be  inflicted  upon 
England  and  the  Church  of  England 
on  cutting  away  this  Welsh  Church. 
I  think  that  is  an  argument  which  the 
people  of  Wales  will  be  very  slow  to 
accept.    They  will  say,  why  should  we 
be  sacrificed  for  England?    I  do  not 
claim  that  for    every  purpose  Wales 
should    be    considered    as    a  distinct 
country,  but  I  do  claim  that  for  many 
purposes  Wales  is  so  distinct  a  country 
that  it  ought  to  receive  special  treat- 
ment.    You,  yourselves,  have  admitted 
it  in  your  Acts,  which  are  intended  for 
Wales  alone,  because  you  felt  that  the 
condition  of  Wales  and  the  wishes  of 
the  people  were  special  elements  in  the 
question .  I  say  no  man  can  go  into  Wales 
'without  feeling,  not  only  in  the  lan- 
guage,   but     also     in     the    character 
of  the  people,  and  in  their  social  and 
economical  conditions,  that  there  are 
many  facts  which  suggest  independent 
legislation     for     them.      The     Welsh 
people  at  any  rate   feel  as  a  nation, 
fto  one   who  knows  the    Welsh   can 
doubt  that  the  pulse  of  national  life 
beats  very  strong  in  the  veins  of  the 
people.     I  think  the  only  effect  of  the 
continued    denial    of    the     claims    of 
the  people  of  Wales    for    legislation, 
which  they  desire  to  have,  will  be  to 
intensify  what  you  call  the  separatist 
and  distinct  feeling,  and  to  strengthen 
the  cry  for  Home  Rule.     If  now,  you 
adopt  the  prudent    policy  of  making 
timely    concessions    to     Wales,     you 
would    appease    those    demands   and 
reduce  the  claims  which  they  make  to 
a  compass  in   which  you  would  find 
nothing  to  object  to.    But  if  you  insist 
upon  flouting   and  disregarding  their 
wishes  you  will  increase  the  demand 
for  separatist    government,    and    you 
wiU   heap    faggots    upon    the    fire    of 
Home  Rule.     I  have  only  one  word 
more  to  say  on  the  effect  of  this  policy 
on  the  Church  of  England.     You  say 
the  Church  must  be  defended  because 
she  is  one  with  the  Church  of  England. 
That  was  said  in  1868  and   1869,  in 


regard  to  the  Church  in  Ireland,  which 
was  united  by  a  Statute,  and  a  very 
solemn  Statute  to  the  Church  of 
England.  Such  arguments  were  used 
with  far  more  force  then,  because  it 
was  alleged  that  the  process  must  go 
on  at  once  in  England.  Nobody  I 
|  suppose  on  the  opposite  Benches  would 
now  propose  to  re-establish  on  a  Pro- 
testant basis  the  Church  in  Ireland. 
Nobody  wiil  deny  that  the  Church  is 
not  weaker  than  it  was  in  1869.  I 
believe  myself  she  is  far  more  defensible 
than  when  linked  to  an  altogether 
indefensible  sister  church.  So  will  it 
be  now  if  Disestablishment  is  carried 
out  for  Wales.  There  is  a  metaphor 
which  I  notice  is  generally  used  by 
those  who  support  the  Church  in  such 
a  Debate  as  this.  It  was  used  last 
year : — 

"The  Established  Church  in  Wales  is  an 
outwork  of  the  Church  of  England,  and  an 
outwork  which  must  be  defended." 

This  metaphor,  I  know,  has  had  con- 
siderable influence  on  people's  minds. 
I  would  like  to  observe  there  is  such 
a  thing  in  war  as  an  indefensible  out- 
work, there  is  such  a  thing  as 
an  outwork  from  which  a  prudent 
general  retires,  because  he  knows  that 
he  cannot  permanently  hold  it,  because 
he  knows  that  it  weakens  his  forces  and 
his  position  as  a  whole.  If  that  be 
the  case  of  the  Established  Church  in 
Wales,  I  believe  that  the  sooner  the 
Church  of  England  retires  from  it  the 
stronger  will  she  be  within  her  own  walls. 
This  question  of  Established  Churches 
is  not  a  new  matter.  An  attempt  has 
twice  been  made  to  force  Established 
Churches  upon  nations  which  did  not 
wish  to  have  them — once  in  Scotland, 
and  once  in  Ireland.  Do  you  suppose 
that  now  in  times  which  are  more 
peaceful,  but  in  times  which  are  much 
more  democratic,  and  when  the  wishes 
of  the  Bepresentatives  of  the  people 
are  admitted  to  be  conclusive,  you 
can  permanently  deny  this  demand  of 
the  Welsh  people.  I  do  not  know 
what  hon.  Members  opposite  will  think, 
but  I  would  remind  them  of  the  proverb, 
which  says  that  even  an  opponent 
may  say  that  .which  is  true.  And  I 
would  venture  to  say  that  the  state  of 
matters  in  Wales  is  such,  that  for  the 
sake  of  the  peace  and  good  feeling  of 
the  Church,  not  less  than  respect  for 
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the  wishes  of  the  people  of  Wales,  the 
Tory  Party  ought  to  retire  from  their 
position  as  to  the  Church  in  Wales  as 
soon  as  they  possibly  can. 
*(6.46.)  Sir  JOHN  PULESTON 
(Devonport)  :  I  do  not  wish  to  inter- 
vene for  any  lengthened  time  in  this 
Debate.  The  hon.  Gentleman  who 
has  just  sat  down  has  dwelt  very 
forcibly  upon  the  idea  that  we  are  here 
to  disestablish  the  Welsh  Church  in 
order  to  strengthen  the  Church  in  Eng- 
land. Now,  I  want  to  know — we  all 
want  to  know — how  far  that  is  the 
opinion  of  hon.  Members  sitting  on  that 
side  of  the  House — howT  far  does  it 
accord  with  the  view  of  the  Liberation 
Society  and  all  its  agents  who  were 
working  for  the  disestablishment  of  the 
Church  in  Wales?  I  am  sure  the 
hon.  Gentleman  and  those  who  sit  with 
him,  and  behind  him,  will  not  desire  to 
put  forth  arguments  in  favour  of  the 
Resolution  upon  any  false  pretences, 
but  certainly,  if  we  may  assume  that  he 
is  speaking  for  the  Party  upon  his  side 
of  the  House,  who  are  in  favour  of  this 
Motion,  a  new  development  has  taken 
place  in  the  discussion  this  evening,  and 
we  shall  now  be  able  to  quote  the 
hon.  Gentleman,  believing  that  he 
represents  his  Party,  and  the  statement 
that  the  Disestablishment  of  the  Church 
in  Wales  is  only  asked  for  by  them  in 
order  that  it  may  strengthen  the 
establishment  in  England. 

Mr.  BRYCE:  The  hon.  Member 
will  perhaps  permit  me  to  state  that  I 
did  not  say  anything  of  the  kind.  I 
said  nothing  about  the  motive  we  had 
in  asking  for  it,  or  rather  I  said  the 
motive  we  had  in  asking  for  it  was  a 
totally  different  thing,  but  I  pointed  out 
to  hon.  Members  opposite,  who  are 
legitimately  interested  in  the  Church  of 
England    that    it   would  not   weaken 

her. 

Sir  J.  PULESTON:  I  am  glad 
the  hon.  Gentleman  has  got  up, 
because  it  is  important  to  have  the 
matter  clear.  At  the  same  time,  the 
effect  of  the  statement  made  by 
the  hon.  Gentleman  in  his  speech 
indubitably  and  clearly  was  that  Dis- 
establishment of  the  Church  in  Wales 
would  greatly  strengthen — that  is 
the  hon.  Gentleman's  word  —  the 
Establishment  in  England,  and  it  is 
certainly  a  legitimate  conclusion  to  draw 

Mr.  Bryce 


from  his  words.  This  Resolution  wa 
put  down  on  the  Paper  to  apply  only  t< 
Wales,  but  was  there  no  sinister  motiv* 
for  inserting  the  wedge  of  a  larger  mea 
sure  of  Disestablishment  in  England?  I 
is  important,  I  think,  to  understan< 
that.  Now,  Sir,  it  is  a  little  singular,  afte 
the  very  eloquent  speech  of  the  righ 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Mid 
lothian  (Mr.  Gladstone),  whose  absena 
I  am  sure  we  all  regret  to-night — aftei 
his  strong  statements,  some  of  which 
were  quoted  by  my  hon.  and  learned 
Friend  the  Solicitor  General  in  his 
eloquent  speech  to-night,  condemning 
the  terms  of  the  Resolution,  that  that 
Resolution  should  appear  again  in  the 
same  terms  this  year.  The  Resolution 
proposed  by  my  hon.  Friend  the  Mem- 
ber for  Flintshire  states — 

"  That  as  the  Church  of  England  in  Wales 
has  failed  to  fulfil  its  professed  object  as  • 
means  of  promoting  the  religious  interests  of 
the  Welsh  people." 

The  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  objects  to 
having  his  Leader,  in  his  absence,  incon- 
veniently quoted ;  but,  on  the  other  hand, 
I  may  say,  in  passing,  he  did  not  object 
to  quote  the  Duke  of  Devonshire  on  a 
point  to  which  there  may  have  been,  I 
think,  some  reply,  because  it  was  dis- 
tinctly taken  out  of  its  context;  bat 
there  can  be  no  mistaking  the  language 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Mem- 
ber for  Midlothian.  It  is  emphatic ;  and 
every  sentence  can  be  taken  collectively 
or  separately.  One  quotation  was 
made  by  my  hon.  and  learned  Friend 
the  Solicitor  General  on  the  subject.  1 
can  give  another,  in  which  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  said — 

"The  efforts  and  exertions  of  the  Church  ii 
Wales  now  and  for  a  good  many  years,  and  tin 
growing  and  increasing  efforts,  are  such  as  do 
in  my  opinion  great  credit,  both  to  the  clergj 
and  the  laity  of  that  Church.  I  render  then 
ungrudging  recognition,  and  I  do  not  think  it 
my  duty  on  this  occasion  to  withhold  an] 

Sortion  of  the  praise  which  is  justly  theii 
ue." 

The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Mem 
ber  for  Midlothian  said  a  grea 
deal  in  the  same  direction,  anc 
certainly  setting  completely  at  naught 
the  arguments  which  have  beei 
made  bv  mv  hon.  Friend  wh< 
moved  the  Resolution,  and  by  th< 
hon.  Gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down 
as  to  the  present  condition  of  the 
Church  in   Wales.      Then,  as  to  the 
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Statistics,  both  hon.  Gentlemen  who 
lave  spoken  wisely  avoided  going  into 
all  the  details.  I  do  not  propose  to  go 
"into  them  either,  but  I  believe  there  is 
one  thing  which  has  been  made  per- 
Jectly  clear,  namely,  that  less  than 
i  one-half,  or  at  least  not  more  than  one- 
half  of  the  people  of  Wales  are  avowed 
Nonconformists.  That,  I  think,  there 
Is  no  question  about.  That,  I  believe, 
Is  an  admission  which  was  made  when 
my  hon.  and  learned  Friend  was  speak- 
ing. It  was  desired  in  this  House  to  have 
aBeligious  census,  but  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite  made  that  impossible,  and  par- 
ticularly the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  East  Denbighshire  (Mr. 
6.  Osborne  Morgan).  But  immediately 
after  we  separated  for  the  Session, 
amateur  censuses  were  taken  all  over 
Wales,  and  encouraged  by  the  same 
right  hon.  Gentleman  who  refused  to 
have  an  official  census  made  by  the 
Government. 

Mr.  G.  OSBOENE  MORGAN  :  I  did 
not. 

Sir  J.  PULESTON  :  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  publicly,  by  letters  and 
speeches,  made  it  impossible. 

Mr.  G.  OSBORNE  MORGAN  :  I  in 
Do  way  encouraged  the  taking  of  these 
Informal  censuses. 

.   Sir  J.  PULESTON  :    No ;  but  the 
right  hon.    Gentleman  has  been  very 
prompt  in   quoting   them    and    using 
them  in   his  speeches.     Therefore,   if 
that  is  not  an  equivalent  to  encourage- 
ment, I  do  not  know  what  is.     I  will 
Jefer  to  my  hon.   Friend  the   Member 
for    the     Carnarvon    Boroughs     (Mr. 
Lloyd-George),  and  I  do  so  because  he 
lias    been,    as    is    well    known,    put 
forward  as  a  prominent  advocate  of  the 
Disestablishment  question.    His  views 
of    the     principle    upon     which    the 
-claim    for    Disestablishment  is  based 
happen  to  differ  very  much  from  those 
put  forward  to-night,  and  he  is  supposed 
to  represent,  at  all  events,  a  consider- 
able section   of  the   Disestablishment 
party  in  Wales.     When  speaking  the 
other  day,  he  threw  overboard  alto- 
gether the  issue  of  religious  equality 
and  Church  freedom,  upon  which  alone 
the  claim  for  Disestablishment  has  been 
made    here  to-night,  and    based    the 
claim  for  Disestablishment  in   Wales 
wholly  upon  Welsh  national  grounds. 
It  is  quite  open  to  the  hon.  Gentleman 


to  base  it  upon  that  ground  or  any 
other,  but  it  is  right  to  show  to  the 
House  that  the  claim  made  by  hon. 
Gentlemen  who  have  spoken  to-night, 
namely,  that  it  is  based  upon  the  cause 
of  religious  freedom,  is  not  accepted  by 
others  who  are  advocating  Disestablish- 
ment. The  hon.  Member  went  on  to 
say,  and  in  the  same  speech — 

"We  have  to  consider  the  English  Con- 
stituencies, and  that,  unfortunately,  there  are 
stijl  a  few  Liberal  politicians  who  regard 
religious  equality  as  good  enough  for  Irishmen 
and  Welshmen,  but  utterly  inapplicable  to 
their  own  countrymen ;  and  the  significance  of 
Welsh  disestablishment  would  lie  in  the  fact 
that  it  was  the  first  great  political  measure 
recognising  the  separate  national  existence  of 
Wales." 

I  quote  from  the  hon.  Member's  speech, 
which  is  one  of  several  utterances 
making  for  the  same  line  of  thought 
and  argument,  to  show  that  behind 
this  effort  at  Disestablishment  there  is 
a  great  deal  more  than  this  question  of 
religious  equality  and  Church  freedom. 
In  Wales,  the  advocates  of  Disestablish- 
ment— and  I  do  not  think  anyone 
will  say  that  I  do  not  have  some 
knowledge  of  the  Principality — may  be 
divided  into  two  sections,  one  honestly 
against  Disestablishment  as  a  principle, 
and  whose  views  we  must  all  respect, 
and  another  section  who  use  the  ques- 
tion as  a  political  stalking  horse  of 
agitation.  I  have  more  respect 
for  the  former  than  I  have  for  the 
latter.  Then  again,  one  of  the  con- 
spicuous arguments  in  favour  of  the 
Disestablishment  of  the  Welsh  Church 
was  that  it  was  an  alien  church,  but 
this  also  has  been  effectively  answered 
by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Midlothian,  who  said 
— "  We  may  really  speak  with  as 
much  justice  of  the  Church  of  Wales  in 
England  as  of  the  Church  of  England  in 
Wales."  Yet  these  strong  assertions 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Mem- 
ber for  Midlothian  continue  to  be  abso- 
lutely ignored  in  the  speeches  we  have 
just  heard  from  the  other  side  to-night, 
and  on  every  occasion  absolutely  and 
unequivocally  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
the  Carnarvon  Boroughs  and  other  sin 
their  speeches  out  of  doors.  This  alien 
question  has  become  a  standing  word  in 
the  Radical  vocabulary  as  applicable  to 
other  interests,  but  they  are  not  the 
best  friends  of  Wales,   who,  in  advo- 


1075 


The  Church 


{COMMONS} 


in  Wales, 


1076 


eating  the  Disestablishment  of  the 
Church,  ignored  the  English  popu- 
lation, who  were  more  and  more 
attracted  to  the  Principality,  and 
contributed  to  our  prosperity  and 
our  interest.  No  part  of  this  country 
is  more  loyal,  I  venture  to  say, 
than  the  Principality  of  Wales,  yet 
this  alien  question  is  carried  be- 
yond the  limits  of  anything  like 
Welsh  nationality.  I  will  give 
an  illustration  of  the  way  in  which 
the  alien  policy  is  used.  When  the 
touching  letter  of  Her  Majesty  thank- 
ing her  people  for  the  sympathy 
given  to  her  on  the  death  of  the  Duke 
of  Clarence,  the  newspaper  with  which 
the  hon.  Member  for  the  Carnarvon 
Boroughs  is  closely  connected — which 
indeed  is  known  practically  as  his  news- 
paper— had  no  better  commentary  to 
offer  on  that  letter  of  the  Queen  than 
to  say — 

"that  Wales  does  not  waste  any  love  on 
Royalty ; " 

and  speaking  of  the  Royal  Family 
added : — 

"  If  they  were  swept  back  again  to  their  own 
German  Fatherland  they  never  would  be 
missed.    Wales  is  intensely  Republican." 

Happily  such  words  have  no  echo  in 
the  heart  of  the  large  majority  of  the 
Welsh  people,  but  are  confined  to  a 
small  section,  and  that  section  those 
who  put  forward  this  alien  policy 
as  against  the  Church.  The 
founders  of  Methodism  in  Wales, 
to  whom  reference  has  been  made, 
always  spoke  well  of  the  Church, 
and  deprecated  any  schism.  As  to 
proselytism,  a  member  of  any  de- 
nomination is  only  performing  his  duty 
in  endeavouring,  by  proper  means,  to 
attach  others  to  his  Church ;  and  if 
that  be  so,  I  hope  the  Church  in  Wales 
will  continue  to  be  a  proselytising 
Church.  But  when  the  hon.  Member 
for  Carnarvon  Boroughs  spoke  of  it  as 
proselytising  by  means  of  the  pewter 
pot,  I  think  that  is  an  insult  to  the  whole 
Nonconformist  body  which  they  must 
resent.  Out  of  doors  hon.  Members 
use  language  which  is  anything  but 
temperate,  and  on  occasions  extrava- 
gant and  violent.  By  so  doing,  they 
provoke  a  temporary  cheer,  but 
revolt  the  good  feeling  of  both 
Churchmen  and  Nonconformists. 
I    have    extracts     here    from     Welsh 

Sir  J.  Puleston 


newspapers    which   indicate  that  the 
sense    of     the     country     is    strongly 
against  these  violent  declarations  of  the 
organs  of  the  opposite  Party.     There  is 
no  reason  why  we  should  not  import 
some   spirit  of    Christian    unity  and 
charity  into  the  discussion  of  a  measure 
so  important  as  this.     I  must  notice 
the  absence  of  any  reference  to  Disen- 
dowment  in  the  Resolution  before  the 
House.       Disendowment    is    the  fas- 
cinating    allurement    dangled    before 
the   people   of  Wales   by    hon.  Mem- 
bers   responsible     for    this     Resolu- 
tion, yet  it  is    not     uttered    in   this 
House  when,  from  time  to  time,  Reso- 
lutions of  this  character  are  brought 
forward.     In  Wales  that  was  felt  to  be 
the  most  important  consideration,  and 
the  principle  of  Disestablishment  was 
to   a  great  extent   thrown    aside    for 
it.       I     am     of      opinion     that    we 
should  arrive  at  a  better  understanding 
of  this  question  if  it   came  before  th€ 
House  in  the  shape  of  a  Bill  which,  bj 
its  details,  would  show  us  what  wa>-' 
really  meant.     Not    a    few    Memben 
opposite  are  opposed  to   Disestablish- 
ment   for    England.      They    at    leasl 
should  give  their  votes    against  Dis- 
establishment in  Wales,  for  Welsh  Dis- 
establishment  is  avowedly  used  out- 
side the  House  with  a  view    to  pro- 
moting  the    Disestablishment  of  the 
Church  in  England.    However  much  w< 
may   differ  upon  this    subject,    then 
surely  should  be  a  way  of  discussing  it  ii 
a  serious  and  Christian-like  spirit, and! 
trust  that  the  question  will  be  discusser 
on  its  merits,  and  that  the  real  signifi 
cance  of  this  Resolution  will  not  be  mis 
understood  by  hon.  Gentlemen  who  sa; 
they  are  opposed  to  Disestablishment. 
(7.15.)    Mr.    A.    J.    WILLIAM! 
(Glamorgan,    S.)  :     I    wish    to    poin 
out    that    the     Church    of     England 
in  Wales  has  failed,  in  the  terms  of  tb 
Resolution,    to     fulfil     its     professes 
object  as  a   means  of  promoting  tb 
religious  interests  of  the  Welsh  people 
The  Solicitor  General  and  most  of  tb 
speakers  on  the  other  side  seem  to  hav> 
relied  for    most    of    their    argument 
against  the  Resolution  upon  a  recent! 
published  article  upon  what  was  caller 
the     "  Phenomenal    Advance"    whicl 
the  Church  had  made  in  Wales  during 
the  last   20  years.      It  appears  tha 
between  the  years  1841  and  1886,  ii 
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the  Diocese  of  St.  David's  alone,  non- 
resident incumbents  were  reduced  from 
74  to  7 ;    in  the  Diocese  of   Llandaff 
from  137  to  5  ;  and  it  is  adduced  as 
an  argument  to  show  that  the  Church 
of  England  has  made  an  attempt  to  do 
its  duty  in  recent  years,  that  in  1841 
there  were    174    incumbents    in    one 
diocese  in  Wales  who  were  not  Welsh- 
speaking.     It  is  quite  true  that  great 
changes  have  been  made,  for  since  1864 
the  Ecclesiastical  Commissioners  and 
Queen     Anne's     Bounty    have     con- 
tributed      £200,000       towards      this 
work  of  propagandi8m  in  Wales,  and 
all  this  effort  has  been  directed,  with 
unfailing  energy  and  persistency,  to  the 
desperate    attempt    of    propping    up 
fte  Church  in  Wales.   I  do  not  dispute 
that  the  Church  by  a  voluntary  effort 
has  done  a  great  deal,  and  we  take  it 
as  an  axiom  that,  in  proportion  to  the 
extent  to   which  a   religious  body  is 
supported     by     voluntary     effort,    it 
flourishes  in  its  spiritual  life.     To  that 
extent,  I  admit  there  has  been  a  remark- 
able growth  in  the  Church  of  England 
in  Wales,  but  where  has  it  been  dis- 
Jjlayed  ?  The  Solicitor  General  produced 
statistics  with  reference  to  East  Wales, 
^nd  we  know  that  there  has  been  since 
1871  an  immense  increase  of  population 
in  Glamorganshire,   but  those  people 
come    from    England,    Scotland,    and 
Ireland,  and  have  brought  their  religion 
^ith    them.      They  are    not   Welsh- 
men, and  naturally  the  "phenomenal 
advance"  of  the  Church  in  Wales  has 
been  its  growth   in  our  large   towns. 
But  if  you  go  to  Cardiff,  and  spend  a 
week  there,  or  go  16  or  17  miles  into 
the  Bhondda  District,  you  will  find  that 
the     overwhelming    majority    of     the 
Welsh    colliers    are    not  only  Welsh- 
speaking  but  Nonconformist.    As  to  the 
new  churches  which  have  been  built, 
the  Dean  of  Bangor  at  the  Church  Con- 
gress at  Swansea  said  he  did  not  rely 
y»n  figures,  but  upon  the  experience 
Welsh    clergymen,    when    he  said 
that     many    of     the     churches    were 
empty,  and  five-sixths  of  the  Welsh- 
speaking  nation  were  outside  the  Church. 
It  is  conclusively  shown  that  all   the 
efforts  of    the    wealthy   and    all   the 
influence  of  social  position  have  been 
brought  to  bear  to  increase  the  num- 
ber   of    churches    for    the   benefit   of 
Englishmen,  and  that  they  have  not 


benefited  the  Welsh  people  at  all.     To 
my  mind,   Mr.   Speaker,   the   saddest 
part  of  this  long  struggle  is  the  bitter- 
ness, the  class  jealousy  and  hostility, 
and  the  feeling  of  social  inequality  and 
injustice,  which  have  been  brought  about 
by  the  continued  existence  of  an  Esta- 
blished Church  which  is  the  Church  of 
a  small  ascendant  minority.      Those 
small     shopkeepers,      peasants,      and 
farmers  who  have  built  their  chapels, 
and  raised  £400,000  a  year  to  keep  up, 
very   inadequately,   the  worship  after 
their  heart  and  conscience,  see  all  the 
wealth,  all  the  social  influence  used  in 
in  favour  of  this  small  Church,  which 
is   alien   in  the   sense   that  it   is  the 
Church  of  those  who  are  foreign   to 
the  nationality  to  which  we  belong.     A 
constant  sense  of  injustice  is  stamped 
in  the  hearts  of  the  Welsh  people  by 
seeing  this  endowed  Church  supported 
out  of  what  we  maintain  is  the  pro- 
perty of  the  people,     The  social  disad- 
vantages I  will  show    by  an  illustra- 
tion.     A  farmer's  son,  who  might  be  a 
dull    and    stupid  peasant,    with    just 
enough  in   his  head  to  be  ordained, 
directly  he  becomes  a  curate,  is  im- 
mediately recognised  by    the    county 
squire  and  all  the  county  gentry,  and  is 
taken  on  to  a  social  footing  with  them 
all.     On  the  other  hand,  you  may  have 
one  of  the  ablest  young  men  in  Wales, 
who  may  proceed  from  an  elementary 
school  to  the  University  College  and  be 
ordained    as     a    Congregationalist    or 
Baptist,  and  though  he  be  the  brother 
or  cousin  of  the  farmer's  son,  he  would 
not  receive  the  same  social  recognition. 
We  want  to  get  rid  of  this  injustice, 
and  to  put  every  religious  body  in  our 
country  on  one  common  footing,  without 
privilege.     But  I  deprecate  the  sugges- 
tion from  that  side,  that  in  carrying  on 
this  great  crusade  we  are  actuated  by 
any  feelings  of  bitterness  or  hostility  or 
dislike    to    the    Established    Church, 
Nothing  would  be  a  greater  blessing  to 
that  Church  in  Wales  than  that  this 
great    measure    of  justice   should   be 
carried  out.     If  the  advice  of  my  hon. 
Friend  is  acted  on  at  once,  something 
may  be  done  ;  but  whatever  is  done  by 
the  other  side,  in  a  few  short  months 
this  great  question  will  come  to  a  final 
issue.     We  know  what  the  expressed 
wish  of  the  great  majority  of  the  Welsh 
people,  as  expressed  by  their  represen- 
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tat i vert  in  this  Houae,  is,  and  that  can- 
not and  will  not  he  much  longer  dis- 
regarded by  the  people  of  England, 
when  once  more  we  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  appealing  to  them,  and  this 
great  injustice  will  be  done  away.  In 
the  meantime  it  is  a  great  trial,  but  it 
has  done  great  things  for  the  Welsh 
people.  It  has  made  us  feel  first  of 
all  that  we  are  a  people  ;  it  has  drawn 
out  all  our  best  qualities ;  it  has  made 
us  men  ;  it  has  created  in  us  a  sense 
of  justice,  and  it  has  brought  home  to 
us  the  conviction  that  a  great  people 
with  great  religious  instincts  have 
a  right  to  choose  their  own  form  of 
worship. 

i7.3fO  Mr.  AM>ISOX  (Ashton- 
uitder-Lvne)  :  The  hon.  Gentleman 
who  has  just  sat  down  savs  that  the 
great  mass  of  the  Welsh  people  are 
outside  the  Kstablished  Church.  But 
even  if  the  statistics  be  true,  has  he 
shown  that  their  happiness  or  pros- 
perity will  U»  in  the  least  decree  pro- 
mo: ed  by  the  passing  of  this  Resolu- 
tion ?  He  has  given  us  an  illustration 
of  the  different  social  treatment  of  the 

e-urateoi  the  Kstablished  Church  and  the  Church  o:  England  ever  uses  language 
minister  ota  Nonconformist  body.  How  [  about  the  Nonconformists  of  the  same 
would  Pisestablislvr.ent  cure  that  ?     I: »  nature  as  they  use  about    the  Church 

of     Er.^Lanu.       Disendowment  is,   I 
sunvse.  included  in  Disestablishment, 


not  inclined  to  answer  this  question. 
In  a  letter  to-day  we  learn  that  he  was 
never  in  better  health  and  spirits ;  but 
we  do  not  find  in  that  letter,  what  we 
usually  find  in  such  letters,  any  reason- 
ing as  to  the  utility  of  this  Motion.  In 
what  he  said  at  Newcastle  we  find  net 
one  word  as  to  the  policy  or  justice  of 
this  measure.  He  did  not  venture  to 
say  that  any  good  would  accrue  from 
Disestablishment ;  all  he  has  ever  said 
is  that  a  majority,  he  finds,  of  the 
Welsh  people  ask  this,  and  what  a 
majority  asks  it  is  prudent  for  politicians 
to  give,  That  is  all  we  can  find  from  the 
Newcastle  programme  to  the  letter  of 
this  morning ;  that  is  all  the  en- 
couragement hon.  Members  oppositeget 
from  their  leader.  We  have  heard  to-day 
that  the  Established  Church  in  Wales 
is  forced  on  the  majority  of  Noncon- 
formists. In  what  sense  is  it  forced 
upon  them?  In  what  sense  is  it  an 
impediment  to  their  worship  or  injurious 
:o  them  ?  They  are  not  compelled  to 
contribute  to  it,  nor  to  go  within  its 
walls.  They  are  never  attacked  by  it 
I    assert    that    no  clergyman  of  the 


you  were  to  carrv  it  to-u:orvow  you 
would  still  have  the  titles,  bishops. 
archdeacons,  avd  so  o»i.  as  you  have 
So  -  da y .  and  i  i  \  t  he  sa :  v.e  w  a  v  t  he  Y.r.  ^1:  sh 
jfcvpie  would  tor?!!  the:r  conitv^atiocs, 
avd  there  would  >::".  be  :?a.t  sevse  ?: 
socai  '.ve^ual'.tx  or  wheh  you  eoru- 
pia::,.1  a:\l  all  that  •itterress  o:  :eel:r^ 
wheh  is  e.\c:ted  b\  the  :act  that  the 
Church  or  Ev^Uvd  curate  .s  or  ^ccd 
k!'':s  w:th.  the  siju're.  I  th'vk,  that 
feeh.*!^  .s  'o.v-frted  b\  Moc:or:s  o:  th:s 
feo-d.  whx*h  .ire  :vc  d'reeted  to  a:v. 
practical    ^ov\L      We     k:vw    that 


•■  ■> 


o.e 
pivLvrc\  of  the  Church  i:\l  char*  tie* 
bj.\\*  ever*  dealt  w:h  vr  i  'or^  ::u»e 
b \  ^liecr  •  V • » • »  >  t vi:  ■  •  t  \ .  :  he  L\ocIes:as- 
real  CoiV'issioi'c.-s.  .ivd  :he  C:\ir' :•• 
Co;-»:vss:oi»ers.  .i:»d.  thctviorv.  I  .tsk 
w  I \i :  4000  w  • ! !  he  .101  •  e  to  \:*\  ■*  u  •  v  a : » 
be;?v*  b\  the  Pisv^uihl-sh.-t'cnt  .i;u!. 
UiseiidowM-ci::  *i'.:w  Civueh  ■■•  Whiles* 
I  lo  -'Ot  vi.\i"  -'Vivo.  -\i-.-.T-al  ^cvd  . 
bi::  \vha:   ^pi'-tu.i".  oi    ^v-..i!.  oi    -mois" 

jiOOO.   do    \OU  -.'XJ.VCl      '  Oi'!    ^LKV  .1  MoiOf 

a*  ". :!:*.        Pie     '^"i   'vi'i.   Cion;!e.'!eii  ".he 

M'dloiiv.i:'     ^  .ij.'j.wivMih 

•►      .  ./li''fj,> 


Member   Vi 

Mr.   .1. 


the  litter  bein^  a  greater  kind  of  rad 
and  Les*  Likely  to   alarm  the  people  of 

Hu/i&r.d  :  and  no   doubt  the  principal 
o  c ;  e  c  t  :  >  D:  se  ndo  wment .    The  revenues 
o:   the    Kstablished  Church  in  Wales 
ire  rot  <u±c:ec:  tor  its  purposes.    It 
:>  i::.  active  And  energetic  Church,  and 
is     undoubtedly    doing     much     good 
work,    therv.       The    hon.    Gentleman 
:--ade  a  :::: stake  when  he  said  that  the 
Ecclesiastical   Commissioners  had  de* 
voted  lar^e   sui*:*  to  church  buildings 
the;-  have  30  power  to   appropriate* 
s:  "^.e  shilling  to  such  an  object.    The 
church     bu.iiiiag    has    been    brought 
.ioc u:    scleiv  by  the  zeal  and    contri- 
ve ;ors  :r  the  r members  of  the  Chnrth 
the!.'*selv»*s.  On  what  grounds,  then, do 
•■■.■::    :e->:/e  to  aboiish  the  ministers  and 
it.  o  r •  ■  h  :  h  e  i j !  :i  t  h ac  property  which  is 
■■^:i:c:t.iic  -'or  their  purposes?    Is  ft 
•  'o  :■.■.:?«  '     It  ai^hc  have  been  argued 
u  :\\v  ":mc  that  tithe  was  of  the  nature 
'i  .i  -a.\.  hue  the  position  of  hon.  Menv 
(i  •  ^    joposice    !ia*>   been  chat  tithe  i> 
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operty,  and  nothing  else.  They  desire 
have  that  devoted  to  some  secular 
national  purpose.  When  the  hon. 
ember  for  Midlothian  Disestablished 
e  Irish  Church  the  foundation 
his  scheme  was  that  tithe 
as  property,  and  it  was  so 
eated.  If  he  had  treated  it  in  any 
her  way  he  would  have  had  to 
imit  it,  and  it  would  have  benefited 
>,ry  much  that  landed  class  who  were 
i  little  in  favour  of  it  then  as  they  are 
>w.  Is  it  the  buildings  you  want  ?  It 
ems  to  me  that  the  ancient  Welsh 
lurches  have  been  restored  at  great 
et,  and  new  ones  built  by  the  volun- 
ry  efforts  of  the  Churchmen  in  Wales. 
o  you  propose  to  take  them  ?  If  they 
e  not  proposed  to  be  taken,  what  does 
isendowment  mean  except  taking 
ray  the  tithe,  which  is  property  used 
'  a  large  body  in  Wales,  and  insuffi- 
mt  for  its  purposes.  Then  we  get  to 
establishment.  There  is  a  disadvan- 
ge  in  a  motion  of  this  kind,  that  it 
es  not  state  exactly  what  it  means, 
guments  have  been  used  as  if  Estab- 
hment  meant  what  it  did  100 
ars  ago  in  this  country,  and  what  it 
sans  to-day  in  Spain,  Eussia,  and 
aer  continental  countries.  But  surely 
n.  Members  must  not  forget  that 
(tabli8hment  in  that  sense  no  longer 
ists?  For^two  or  three  generations 
has  been,  in  a  sense,  going ;  we  have 
d  the  opening  of  cemeteries,  the 
olition  of  Church  rates,  and  other 
ap8  have  been  taken  to  remove  the 
use  of  inequality  and  injustice  which 
rerybody  felt.  There  is  a  tendency  in 
m.  Members  opposite,  and  those  who 
>eak  on  behalf  of  Nonconformists,  to 
»rget  the  enormous  advantages  they 
ljoy.  They  are  apt  to  forget  their 
wn  property.  The  Nonconformist 
todies  themselves  have  received  the 
enefit  of  semi-Establishment.  Their 
hapels  are  freed  from  rates  and  taxes, 
heir  charities  are  also  free  to  be  settled 
or  ever.  They  have  other  privileges 
&  the  exemptions  of  ministers,  and  so 
to.  If  hon.  Members  want  to  know 
tow  important  these  privileges  are,  let 
hem  look  at  France  and  other  coun- 
ties on  the  Continent,  and  see  whe- 
her  the  Churches  there  would  not  be 
leased  and  proud  to  have  the  rights 
fhich  are  granted  to  Nonconformists 


in  England  and  Wales.  You  have 
exactly  the  same  rights  with  regard  to 
your  schools  as  the  Church  of  England 
has  in  respect  of  the  education  and  fee 
grant.  It  is  put  as  a  great  injustice 
that  the  Church  of  England  has  built 
more  schools  than  the  Nonconformists. 
That  was  done  by  the  voluntary  con- 
tributions of  the  'Church  people.  There 
is  no  fund  and  no  tithe  available  for 
the  building  of  schools,  and  if  it  be  true 
that  education  in  Wales  is  monopolised 
by  the  Church  of  England,  what  does 
it  mean  but  that  the  Church  people,  by 
their  voluntary  exertions,  have  spread  a 
network  of  schools  over  Wales  ;  and,  if 
so,  that  is  a  great  argument  in  favour 
of  the  work  and  power  of  that  Church 
in  Wales  ?  I  really  fail  to  see  any  good 
that  would  be  done  if  the  Motion  were 
carried.  The  Nonconformists  would 
not  advance  one  step  towards  that  social 
equality — of  the  want  of  which  you 
complain,  but  which  laws  and  states- 
men are  powerless  to  give  you.  The 
Episcopal  Church  of  Scotland,  which 
has  no  connection  with  the  State,  has 
all  these  social  advantages,  and  that 
sort  of  respectability  and  concert  with 
the  nobility  which  so  many  Noncon- 
formists seem  to  envy.  If  a  Noncon- 
formist by  his  ability  and  good  conduct 
can  win  a  position  anywhere  he  will 
secure  as  much  respect  as  any  Vicar 
of  the  Church  of  England.  We  do 
not  want  to  take  away  your  Church ; 
we  do  not  want  to  take  away  your 
property  and  apply  it  to  the  pur- 
poses of  our  own  Church.  You  say 
that  you  want  this  Disestablishment  in 
order  to  satisfy  the  national  sentiments 
of  the  Welsh  race.  This  is  the  sort  of 
fictitious  idea,  the  sort  of  fantastic 
idea,  that  seems  to  have  been  encour 
aged  in  recent  years.  We  have  all 
heard  and  know  of  the  different  influ- 
ences which  operate  upon  the  history 
of  races.  We  find  in  Mr.  Buckle's 
History  of  Civilization,  the  differences 
which  '.time  and  habit  produce  in  the 
temper  and  character  of  a  race.  What 
I  call  a  real  difference  of  race  is  such  a 
difference  as  that  which  exists  between 
people  like  the  Chinese  or  the  Negro 
and  the  people  of  Italy  and  Sweden ; 
but  I  think  that  the  difference  of  race 
which  is  spoken  of  as  to  Welshmen  is 
absurdly    fictitious.       I    can    find    in 
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London  no  difference  whatever,  either 
in  sentiments  or  in  talents,  between  the 
Englishman  and  the  Welshmen,  and 
"  Mr.  Smith  "  and  "  Mr.  Brown  "  are 
equal  in  alii  respects,  and  in  all  respects 
equally  treated.  The  Welshman  in 
London  speaks  English  with  equal 
purity  to  the  Englishman  ;  he  speaks 
it  with  a  purity  that  we  in  London 
might  even  imitate.  We  do  not  sit 
here  as  representatives  of  nationalities. 
I  would  remind  hon.  Members  who 
talk  about  the  opinion  of  Welsh 
Members ;  we  sit  here  by  constituencies, 
and  I  refuse  to  recognise  any  such  body 
as  the  Welsh  nation,  or  Welsh  Members 
at  all.  I  know  what  you  mean  by  such 
terms  as  "  the  Member  for  Glamorgan- 
shire "or  "  the  Member  for  Lanca- 
shire "  ;  but  I  do  not  understand  what 
you  mean,  except  in  a  social  sense,  by 
"  the  Welsh  Members,"  or  "the  Cornish 
Members." 

An  hon.  Member  :  What  about  Irish 
Members? 

Mr.  ADDISON  :  There  comes  in  a 
difference.  The  Welsh  Members  sit 
together  with  the  view  of  giving  rise  to 
the  belief  that  there  is  a  sort  of  Welsh 
Party.  When  the  Irish  Members,  who 
sit  behind  them,  begin  to  speak,  we 
feel  there  is  a  sort  of  change  coming 
over  the  House — a  sort  of  sense  of 
relief.  There  is  something  about  the 
gentlemen  from  Ireland  that  excites 
interest,  and  gives  rise  to  cheers, 
though  we  do  not  agree  with  them  ; 
but  I  confess  I  am  unable  to  establish 
or  to  recognise  any  difference  between 
the  Welsh  Members  even  who  sit 
opposite  and  the  other  Members  of  the 
House,  and  I  must  certainly  demur  to 
the  notion  that  there  is  any  difference 
whatever  either  in  their  ideas,  or  ap- 
pearance, or  manner,  or  language.  I 
recognise  no  difference  between  the 
Welsh  people  and  the  English  nation, 
to  which  they  belong.  It  is,  after  all, 
a  very  serious  and  unfortunate  move- 
ment, and  the  reason  I  dislike  it  is 
this :  that  it  is  an  attempt  to  sow 
bitterness  and  bad  feeling  where  it 
ought  not  to  exist.  Why  should  any 
minister  or  Nonconformist  have  anv 
feeling  whatever  in  regard  to  the  Church 
of  England  except  a  feeling  of  friend- 
liness, especially  when  it  is  not  doing 
him  any  harm,  and  does  not  interfere 
•with  him    in  the    work   which  he    is 

Mr.  Addison 


doing    in    connection    with    his  own 
Church?      The  Nonconformist  wonli 
seem   to  have  this  sort  of  feeling  in 
regard  to  the  Church  of  England  made 
evident  when  he  gets  upon  a  platform; 
then  the  bad  spirit  comes  at  once  to  be 
realised.     I  hope  that  hon.  Member* 
from  Wales  will  be  able  to  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  neither  Disendowment 
nor  Disestablishment  would    do  any 
good  to  them  nor  to  anybody  else.   I 
do  hope  they  will  not  give  way  to  these 
notions  of  a  separate  nationality,  which, 
I  am  glad  to  say,  no  one  in  England 
adopts.  The  Welshman  with  us  is  able 
to  assert  his  rights  just  as  is  a  native 
of  Lancashire,   and  he  is  treated  by 
Englishmen     as    an     Englishman    is 
treated.     I  hope  hon.   Members  will 
not  dwell  upon  this  separate  national 
sentiment,   which   is  more  calculated 
than   anything  else    to    disturb   thai 
peace  which  ensures  the  prosperity  of 
the  nation. 
-(8.40.)      Colonel    W.    COBN- 
WALLIS-WEST    (Denbigh,    W.):  I 
noticed    that    my    hon.    Friend    the 
Member  for  Devonport,  who  has  just 
spoken,  remarked  that  the  question  of 
Disendowment  had  not  been  brought 
before  the  House  on  former  occasions. 
There  wrere  murmurs  of  dissent  on  this 
side  of  the  House,  but  I  confess  that 
the  remarks  that  have  been  made  have 
very   real  force.     I   am  one  of  those 
members  of  the  Church  of  England  in 
Wales    who   long — for    the   last  few 
years,  at  any  rate — have  supported  the 
Disestablishment  of  the  Welsh  Church; 
and     I,     and     those     I     have     As- 
sociated   with,    have    supported   the 
Disestablishment    of    the    Church,  in 
the   hope  that  some  means  might  be 
found  to  put  a  stop  to  the  state  of  social 
warfare  which  has  been  going  on  in 
Wales  for  a  considerable  time.    At  the 
same  time,  we  acknowledged  there  were 
immense  difficulties  in  the  way ;  but  it 
was  hoped  that  by  moderation  these 
difficulties  might  have  been  overcome* 
In  1885  I  certainly,  in  common  with  * 
great  many  others,  pledged  myself  to 
vote  for  the   Disestablishment  of  the 
Church  ;  but  I  entirely  agree  with  my 
hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Devonport 
and  others  who    have    addressed  the 
House    this    evening    that,    at    that 
time,    and    in    the    past    few    yearfl, 
especially  in  the  Resolutions  brought  be- 
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>this  House,  the  question  of  theDis- 
owment  of  the  Church  has  been  kept 
[rely  in  the  background.  I  am  going 
ihow,  if  the  House  will  bear  with 
for  a  short  while,  why  it  is  that  I 
ee  with  the  hon.  Members  on  this 
ject.  Before  I  do  so,  I  wish  to 
lie  that  in  all  the  speeches  which 
tave  heard  there  has  been  simply  a 

for  equal  justice  as  between  Non- 
formists  and  Churchmen.  The  hon. 
mber  for  Merthyr  said  last  year, 
fhat    the  Welsh   Dissenting  Body 

for  is  that  those  who  differ  from 
m  in  externals  should  have  no 
rilege."  Well,  I  entirely  agree 
b  any  protest  of  that  sort.  I 
fess  I  cannot  follow  the  hon. 
nber  for  Glamorganshire  with 
rence  to  the  social  distinction  made 
veen  young  clergymen  of  Lampeter 

young  Dissenting  ministers  from 

Welsh  College ;  because  I  have 
►ciated  and,  I  am  happy  to  say,  I 
3  friends  amongst  those  who  are  not 
f  clergymen  of  the  Church  of 
land,  but  ministers  of  other  deno- 
ations ;  they  come  to  my  house,  and 
i  always  glad  to  see  them.  I  do  not 
gnise  any  of  these  social  dis- 
bions ;  and  I  do  not  believe  in 
ing  reflections  upon  ■  gentlemen 
sated  in  one  college  and  gentle- 
i  educated  in  another.  But  my 
.  Friend  the  Member  for  Mont- 
eryshire,  who  was  at  one  time  and, 
\r  as  I  know,  still  is  the  Leader,  as 
s    called,    of    the    Welsh    Party, 

last  year — 

N'e  are  not  covetous  of  the  goods  of  the 
•eh.  All  that  we  ask  for  is  honourable 
lity  before  the  law  for  all  denomina- 
te 

1,  that  equality  before  the  law  I 
3  always  striven  for,  and  shall 
lys  do  so ;  and  if  Disestablishment — 

is  to  say,  the  severance  of  the 
rch  in  Wales  from  the  State — can 
g  about  that   equality  before  the 

all  I  can  say  is  that  there  are 
lerous  gentlemen  like  myself  who 

be  very  ready  to  see  it  carried 
But  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  that 
ot  in  the  least  what  is  asked  for 
At  one  time  the  Members 
Wales  and  my  hon.  Friend  the 
iber  for  Montgomeryshire  refused 
isociate  their  cause  with  the  Libera- 

Society.    But    we   are  told  dis- 


tinctly now  that  the  Disestablishment 
and  the  Disendowment  of  the  Church 
in  Wales  is  in  sympathy  with  the 
Liberation  Society  in  England,  and  is 
the  first  object  of  the  attack  on  the 
total  Disestablishment  of  the  English 
Church.  Well,  I  say,  as  a  member  of 
the  Church  of  England,  when  I 
am  told  that  fact  I  draw  back  and 
say — this  is  not  what  I  intended  at  all ; 
everybody  must  concede  that  in  Wales 
the  Dissenting  community  are  in  a 
large  majority  ;  but,  at  the  same  time, 
I  will  say  that  the  minority  have  in  all 
these  Debates  been  treated  as  if  they 
were  merely  a  minority  hardly  worth 
consideration.  It  is  a  very  remarkable 
fact — and  this  has  not  been  stated  this 
evening — that  at  the  Election  of  1885 
the  number  of  those  who  voted  for  Dis- 
establishment was  98,593 ;  and  those 
who  voted  against  it  were  67,560, 
which  is  showing  a  ratio  of  3  to  2. 
Well,  that  is  a  fact  which  I  confess  I 
consider  ought  to  have  some  weight 
when  you  come  to  deal  with  the  interest 
and  the  property  of  the  minority.  We 
know  from  the  very  highest  source  that 
the  English  Church  in  Wales  or  the 
Welsh  Church  in  Wales  is  in  a  very 
flourishing  condition.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Midlothian 
tells  us  that — 

"Undoubtedly  the  Established  Church  in 
Wales  is  an  advancing  Church,  an  active 
Church,  a  living  Church,  and  I  hope  very  dis- 
tinctly a  rising  Church  from  elevation  to  ele- 
vation." 

This  is  also  a  remarkable  fact.  In  the 
Welsh  National  Quarterly  of  last  July 
I  find  this : — 

"The  Rev.  T.  Lewis  Jones,  a  Methodist 
minister  and  Cambridge  Prizeman  on  the  staff 
of  the  North  Wales  University  College, 
referring  to  this  subject  set  down  for  the 
Church  Congress,  observed  'every  honest 
Nonconformist  will  acknowledge  that  a  great 
reformation  has  taken  place  within  the 
Established  Church  in  Wales  during  recent 
years,  and  that  the  Church,  especially  in  the 
towns,  is  gaining  ground.  The  best  class  of 
Nonconformist  were  quite  prepared  to  agree 
with  all  that  Churchmen  say  touching  the 
revival  that  exists  among  them.  I  say  again 
it  would  be  dishonest  on  our  part,  as  Non- 
conformists, to  attempt  to  deny  the  progress 
that  goes  on  within  the  Church  these  days. 
A  new  generation  of  clergy  are  able  to 
enter  into  the  life  of  the  nation  better  than 
their  predecessors.  They  sympathise  with  the 
aspirations  of  Wales  in  many  directions, 
and  strive  their  best  to  drink  of  the  spirit  of 
young  Wales.' " 
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I  allude  to  this  opinion  of  a  Noncon- 
formist minister  in  the  hope  that,  at 
any  rate,  it  may  lead  people  to 
suppose  that  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land in  Wales  is  deserving  of  some 
consideration.  It  is  impossible  to 
ignore  the  fact  that  the  minority  of 
Churchmen  in  Wales  is  not  only  a 
powerful  one,  a  numerous  one,  an  in- 
creasing one,  but  also  at  the  present 
moment  that  the  Church  is  thriving,  and, 
whether  disestablished  or  not,  will  in 
.all  probability  in  25  years  become 
much  more  powerful.  There  are 
abuses  in  the  Church  which  we 
acknowledge ;  but  on  the  other  hand, 
unfortunately,  when  these  matters 
are  brought  before  this  House  for 
reform,  instead  of  lending  us  a  help- 
ing hand,  we  are  obstructed  and 
opposed,  and  we  are  told  not 
to  come  here  for  reform.  I 
want  to  point  out  to  the  House 
what  is  actually  the  idea  brought 
before  the  population  of  Wales  at  the 
present  moment  with  regard  to  the 
disendowment  of  the  Church.  In  No- 
vember, 1890,  in  the  Carnarvon  Herald, 
which  is  a  very  well-known  newspaper 
and  a  newspaper  which  carries  a  great 
deal  of  weight,  and  I  must  say, 
generally  speaking,  extremely  well  con- 
ducted, this  newspaper  published  a  draft 
Bill.  Who  drafted  the  Bill  I  cannot 
say.  Possibly  it  may  have  been 
drafted  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Car- 
narvon. I  want  to  point  out  what 
were  the  provisions  of  this  Bill,  which 
was  lauded  to  the  skies  afterwards, 
which  was  criticised  by  distinguished 
Nonconformists,  and  which  was  called 
extremely  moderate.  First  of  all 
there  was  to  be  a  Commission — 
one  Commissioner  appointed  by  the 
President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board,  and  one  by  each  of 
the  County  and  Borough  Councils 
in  Wales,  making  a  body  of  14.  The 
County  Councils,  I  wish  to  point  out, 
are  very  largely  composed  of  Noncon- 
formists, so  that  the  whole  of  these 
Commissioners  would  be  Noncon- 
formists ;  with  the  exception,  possibly, 
of  the  one  who  would  be  appointed  by 
the  President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board.  This  body  wras  to  be  called 
the  Commissioners  of  Church  Tem- 
poralities in  Wales.  Each  of  these 
Commissioners  was  to  be  paid  £50  a 
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year.  They  should  have  full  powers  to 
call  witnesses  and  enforce  attendance, 
and  to  punish  anybody  who  refusei 
All  the  property  of  the  Church,  and 
all  in  the  hands  of  the  Ecclesiastical 
Commissioners,  besides  all  in  any  way 
belonging  or  appertaining  to  any 
Bishop  or  Cathedral,  was  to  be  vested 
in  that  body.  All  Clerical  and 
Cathedral  Corporations  in  Wales  wen 
to  be  dissolved  ;  all  ecclesiastical 
laws  were  to  cease ;  the  Bishops  and 
clergy  were  to  be  paid  annuities  ice 
life ;  £25  was  to  be  paid  to  curates  not 
permanently  appointed ;  compensation 
was  to  be  made  for  private  patronage. 
The  Church  was  to  be  called  upon  to 
form  itself  into  a  body,  to  be  called  the 
Representative  Body,  and  was  to  con- 
sist of  Bishops,  clergy,  and  laity.  Well, 
I  now  come  to  the  use  that  this  Com- 
mission was  to  be  put  to.  The  prin- 
cipal clause  is  this — 

"  If  any  church  or  chapel  be  in  actual  nee 
at  the  time  of  the  passing  of  this  Act,  and  if 
such  church  or  chapel  shall  have  been  erected 
at  least  50  years  before  the  passing  of  tini 
Act ;  and  it  the  Representative  Body  ahaB 
within  six  months  of  the  passing  of  thia 
Act  apply  to  the  Commissioners  ft* 
the  use  of  such  church  or  chapel, 
the  Commissioners  may  let  such  shaves 
or  chapel  to  the  Representative  Bedy 
on  such  terms  as  the  Commissioners  nay  Ax, 
provided  always  that  if  the  Repnasntatn* 
Body  shall  omit  to  apply  to  the  CkmiiDiaeioncn 
for  the  use  of  any  such  church  or  chapel  at 
above  provided,  or  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to 
accept  the  terms  fixed  by  the  Comniissiooei*) 
it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Commissioners  to 
let  any  such  church  or  chapel  for  the  pnrpoaei 
of  Divine  worship,  and  for  no  other  porpoaat 
whatsoever,  to  any  person  or  persons  whe 
shall  accept  the  terms  offered  by  the  Coma* 
sioners.  The  Commissioners  shall,  on  the 
application  of  the  Representative  Body,  H 
made  within  twelve  months  of  the  passing  at 
this  Act,  vest  in  that  body  all  ecclenatbeal 
residences  with  garden  and  cartilage  thereto, 
also  all  glebe  lands,  subject  to  any  enatisf 
life  interests,  upon  payment  to  the  Comsna- 
sioners  twenty  times  the  amount  of  the 
annual  value  of  such  ecclesiastical  resideoca 
and  glebe  lands." 

Now,  Sir,  it  is  quite  time  to  hear  from 
these  gentlemen  some  statement  as  to 
what  they  are  going  to  ask  Parliament 
to  do.  I  certainly  hope  they  will  repu- 
diate this  Draft  Bill,  and  that  they  will 
most  distinctly  point  out  how  far  the 
confiscation  of  the  property  of  the 
Church  is  to  go.  I  have  seen  an- 
nounced in  a  newspaper  that  the 
Church  is  to  he  stripped  of  the  last  rag 
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m  her  back.  As  regards  the  dis- 
tal of  the  money,  first,  it  is 
posed  that  the  money  should  be 
lied  to  education  ;  but  education  is 
lady  provided  for  in  every  possible 
f — higher,  middle-class,  and  ele- 
atary.  Then  it  is  proposed  that 
fessional  chairs  should  be  endowed ; 
t  a  national  Academy  of  Art  and 
sic  should  be  established,  and 
aeums  erected  ;  that  the  Eisteddfod 
old  be  assisted,  and  that  one  or 
re  astronomical  observatories  should 
treated  in  the  Principality .  These,  we 

told,  will  be  the  uses  to  which  the 
ley  realised  from  the  property  of 

Church  will  be  put.  I  can  only 
that  I  hope  my  colleague  the  right 
,.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  East 
ibigh  will  repudiate  the  scheme 
ae  Carnarvon  Herald,  and  which  gave 
■eat  shock  to  those  people  in  Wales 
>  were  in  favour  of  a  moderate 
3me  of  Disestablishment.  So  far 
'.  am  personally  concerned,  I  regret 
te  obliged  to  say  this  much.  I  agree 
t  there  is  a  desire  on  the  part  of  the 
lah  people  for  what  they  call  religious 
ality ;  and  if  that  equality  can  be 
lined  by  Disestablishment,  without 
b.  predatory  means  and  measures  as 
ae  which  are  suggested,  I,  for  one, 
i  continue  to  support  it.  But  unless 
jet  an  assurance  that  the  Church 
perty  is  not  to  be  confiscated,  and  the 
irches  which  we  have  built  and 
tored  at  enormous  cost  are  held 
led,  we  will  have  nothing  what- 
or  to  do  with  demands  so  unjust  and 
Iniquitous. 

(9.5.)  Mb.  G.  T.  KENYON  (Den- 
jh) :   I  hope  that  the  modified  state 

the .  opinions  of  my  hon.  Friend 
poeite  have  so  permeated  those  with 
icm  it  is  his  good  fortune  to  act  that 
*  shall  have  the  benefit  of  his  vote 
on  this  occasion.  The  hon.  Gentle- 
in  opposite,  the  Member  for  Flint- 
ire,  says,  and  it  is  practically  the 
samble  of  his  Eesolution,  that  the 
elsh  Church  has  failed  in  the  objects 
r  which  it  was  established,  and  it  is 
r  that  reason  he  advocates  Dis- 
tablishment.  Well,  Sir,  we  have 
ard  that  a  great  many  Members  are 
adged,  more  especially  Members  on 
b  other  side — Members  of  the  Princi- 
lity — to  the  Disestablishment  of  the 
elsh  Church.  But,  Sir,  I  do  think  that 


on  an  occasion  of  this  sort  we  were 
entitled  to  hear  the  united  voice  of 
Radical  Wales  on  the  subject.  At  any 
rate,  we  might  have  had  the  so-called 
Leader  of  the  Welsh  Radical  Party 
present  on  this  occasion.  I  know  that 
he  has  written  from  Valescure  to  say 
that  he  trusts  the  Welsh  people  will  be 
satisfied  with  the  fact  that  he  is  taking 
care  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Midlothian.  Nobody 
wishes  better  to  the  Member  for  Mid- 
lothian than  I  do.  I  wish  him  long 
life.  Being  a  citizen  and  a  denizen  of 
the  same  county,  I  am  a  great  admirer 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  ;  but  I  do 
not  see  why  the  Welsh  Radical  Leader 
should  be  his  caretaker.  I  should  have 
thought  the  Member  for  Midlothian 
"was  quite  capable  of  taking  care  of 
himself.  Now,  it  is  said  in  this 
Resolution  that  the  Welsh  Church  has 
failed  in  its  mission,  and  ought,  there- 
fore, to  be  disestablished.  The  Resolu- 
tion seems  to  me  to  convey  two  alterna- 
tives, one  of  which  the  hon.  Member 
for  Flint  shire  must  accept.  One  alter- 
native is  that  the  hon.  Gentleman  who 
proposed  this  Motion  is  in  a  great  hurry 
to  pledge  the  House  to  this  Resolution, 
presumably  because  he  is  afraid  that  if 
the  House  does  not  now  sanction  it  that 
some  other  and  more  pressing  question, 
dealing,  perhaps,  with  affairs  in  Ireland 
may  take  precedence  in  the  coming 
election.  My  hon.  Friend  the  Member 
for  Flintshire  says  we  must  have  Dis- 
establishment first  and  Home  Rule 
afterwards,  but  if  he  appeals  to  some  of 
his  friends  on  the  Irish  Benches,  they 
will  no  doubt  say  we  must  have  Home 
Rule  first  and  Disestablishment  after- 
wards. That  is  one  alternative.  The 
other  alternative  is  that  my  hon.  Friend 
is  greatly  afraid  of  the  progress  the 
Church  of  England  is  making  in  the 
Principality  ;  and  he  thinks  that  if  he 
cannot  get  this  Resolution  passed  in 
this  House  now,  he  may  find  it  does 
not  occupy  the  same  favourable 
position  hereafter  as  it  does  to- 
day. Which  alternative  does  the 
hon.  Member  accept?  Now,  what 
I  want  to  know  is  whether  this  is  an 
election  cry  or  a  bond  fide  declaration 
that  the  Church  is  not  at  the  present 
moment  fulfilling  its  duties  as  I  believe 
it  is.  There  has  been  a  great  deal  of 
talk  about  statistics.    I  am  not  very 
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fond  of  statistics,  and  I  do  not  believe 
that  this  question  is  going  to  be  settled 
by  statistics.  You  say  the  Church  does 
not  meet  the  wants  of  the  people.  I 
venture  to  say  this :  the  Church  of 
England  in  Wales  cannot  be  measured 
bv  mere  statistics ;  it  must  be  measured 
by  the  comfort  it  has  brought  to 
numberless  homes  in  trouble  and 
necessities ;  in  ail  those  things,  and 
on  all  those  occasions  in  which  we 
look  up  to  religion  to  guide  us.  I 
cannot  consent  to  defend  the  Church 
on  the  ground  mentioned  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  West  Birmingham  (Mr.  Joseph 
Chamberlain)  in  a  recent  letter. 
That  was  said  to  be  a  very  good 
electioneering  letter;  from  my  own  know- 
ledge it  was  an  extremely  bad  one.  I 
would  not  go  to  a  Nonconformist 
meeting  and  say  to  the  people  there 
that  they  ought  to  vote  for  me  on  the 
ground  that  Home  Rule  would  be 
brought  nearer ;  though  the  Member 
for  West  Birmingham  said  in  the  letter 
which  was  read  at  a  Conservative 
meeting  that  by  voting  for  a  Con- 
servative Government  Disestablish- 
ment would  be  brought  nearer  than  it 
would  be  brought  by  voting  for  a 
Liberal  Member.  That  is  not  my 
view5.  How  that  letter  ever  came  to 
be  read  out  at  a  Conservative  meeting  is 
beyond  my  ken  and  my  comprehension. 
While  I  cannot  surrender  the  position 
of  our  Church,  I  grant  to  all  Non- 
conformist Bodies,  in  the  freest  and 
fullest  and  the  humblest  spirit,  that 
they,  too,  are  working  along  one  straight 
high  road  which  I  trust  will  lead  us 
all  to  the  triumph  of  religion  against 
infidelity. 

(9.38.)  Mr.  LLOYD-  GEORGE 
(Carnarvon  Boroughs) :  I  do  not  pro- 
pose to  characterise  the  genial  speech 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  the  Denbigh 
Boroughs,  who  has  just  sat  down,  with 
that  epithet  which  he  seemed  to  appre- 
hend so  much  from  these  Benches.  We 
all  appreciate  his  position,  and  the 
straightforwardness  with  which  he  has 
expressed  his  views,  which  are  cer- 
tainly not  popular  in  his  constituency. 
But  it  is  with  a  totally  different  spirit 
that  we  must  approach  the  speech  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  West  Denbigh- 
shire (Colonel  Comwallis-  \\  est.)  He  has 
told  us  that  though  he  has  voted  time 
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after  time  in  favour  of  the  Motion  for 
Disestablishment     in    Wales,    he  all 
along  was  opposed  to  any  measure  for 
Disendowment.     The  House  can  draw 
its  own  inference  with  regard  to  that 
admission,  when  I  say  it  comes  con- 
temporaneously   with  'the    announce- 
ment that  the  hon.  Gentleman  does  not 
propose  to  go  for  re-election  in  thai 
constituency.     Of  this  I  am  quite  posi- 
tive, that  the  hon.  Gentleman  was  cer- 
tainly understood  by  every  supporter 
in  that  constituency  to  say  he  was  pre- 
pared to  vote  for  Disendowment  as  veil 
as  Disestablishment,  and  if  the  hon. 
Gentleman  does  not  understand  that, 
he  displays  a  woful  amount  of  ignor- 
ance  of   the   views    of  his  chief  sup- 
porters   in   that  constituency.     There 
is    one   thing   that    I   have    observed 
in    the    speeches    of   hon.   and  right 
right  hon.  Members  who  have  supported 
Establishment  in  Wales  and  that  is: 
that  though  they  challenge  our  statis- 
tics, and  tell  us  the  Church  is  making 
progress,   not   once    have    they  given 
us    a    single   figure    upon   which  we 
could  base   an   estimate    of  the  pro- 
gress   of    the     Church.      Our    own 
figures    have    been    challenged.    The 
Solicitor  General,   in    his  exceedingly 
able    and    eloquent    speech,   told   ns 
that  the  Nonconformist  denominations 
publish  annual   reports,   showing  the 
state  of  their  membership,  and  it  is  re- 
markable that    though    the    Noncon- 
formists    publish    annual    statements 
showing  the  number  of  their  adherents 
for    public  inspection  and  correction, 
the  Church  has  not  yet  thought  proper 
to  publish  statistics  in  regard  to  her 
condition  in  Wales.     But  the  Solicitor 
General  challenged  us  with  regard  to 
the  census  taken  by  Mr.  Gee,  a  very 
distinguished  journalist  and  a  Liberal 
leader    in    Wales.      He  undertook  ft 
census  of  the  attendance  at  all  places 
of  worship  in  Wales,  both  Church  and 
Nonconformist.     We  have  been  chal- 
lenged   by    hon.    Members    opposite 
about  that  census,  and  I  assume  there- 
fore, that  it  is  not  a  census  that  they 
consider  to  be  unfavourable  to  their 
position.     I  propose  to  produce  the 
figures  which  were  obtained  by  that 
census,  and  this  is  the  result.  Through- 
out the  whole  of  North  Wales,  the 
aggregate  attendance  at  all  the  services 
of  the  Church  of  England  amounted  to 
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ling  like  one-fifth  of  the  aggre- 
tendance  at  all  places  of  worship 
Jes.  In  South  Wales,  the  at- 
ice  at  Church  services  amounted 
i-sixth  of  what  it  was  at  all 
of  worship.  The  aggregate  at- 
ice  at  Church  Sunday  schools 
th  Wales  amounted  to  one-sixth 
i  of  all  Sunday  schools  through- 
e  Principality,  and  the  propor- 
ras  one-eighth.  I  should  like 
it  out  to  the  House  the  method 
ich  the  Church  went  about 
ng  up  an  attendance  for  this 
dar  Sunday.  Mr.  Gee  announced 
5  proposed  on  a  certain  Sunday 
it  the  attendance  at  the  whole 
churches  and  chapels  through- 
e  Principality.  The  Church  of 
id  used  every  subterfuge  and 
—I  am  sorry  to  use  the  phrase, 
it  is  the  fact — in  order  to  fill  its 
es.  This  sort  of  thing  was  done, 
who  attended  the  Welsh  service 
ted  for  the  English  service,  and 
tfho  attended  the  English  came 
>  the  Welsh  services.  Another 
hat  was  done  was  this.  Where 
happened  to  be  three  or  four 
:es  in  any  particular  town,  those 
.tended  the  service  in  one  church 
been  first  counted,  ran  off  to  the 
church,  and  so  on.  (Laughter 
be  Ministerial  Benches.)  If  I  am 
iged,  I  can  give  the  very  town  in 
that  occurred,  and  I  shall  do  so. 
>ngregation  of  a  certain  church 
igor,  a  Cathedral  city,  having  first 
been  counted  in  the  church  ran 
the  Cathedral  and  were  counted 
>ver.  These  are  really  dodges. 
3t  this  was  really  done  in  order 
11  the  attendance  and  to  create  a 
>f  artificial  attendance  at  the 
ies  on  that  Sunday.  Notwith- 
lg  that  fact,  the  Church  simply 
that  she  possessed  at  the  very 
lly  one-tenth  of  the  whole  popu- 
of  the  Principality.  A  reference 
\o  been  made  to  the  second  census 
by  Owen  Owen,  but  though  the 
or  General  has  been  good  enough 
de  tp  the  first  letter  in  the  Times, 
not  alluded  to  the  second,  and 
s  this  difference.  The  first  letter 
is  a  census  of  all  the  towns  as 
i  of  the  rural  districts.  That  is  a 
mportant  distinction.  In  the 
where  the  Church  is  prosperous 


— but  that  is  simply  an  argument  in 
favour  of  the  voluntary  system — .the 
churches  are  built  by  voluntary  contri- 
butions, and  are  maintained  by  the 
contributions  of  their  members  and  not 
by  tithes.  There  could  not  possibly  be 
a  stronger  argument  in  favour  of  our 
contention.  But  the  point  is  this. 
What  is  the  attendance  in  these  rural 
districts  where  the  Church  is  most  in 
evidence,  where  the  Church  has  to  rely 
mainly  on  the  endowments  that  belong 
to  the  nation  ?  The  second  census 
throws  a  considerable  light  upon  that 
question.  A  census  was  taken  of  the 
attendance  in  something  like  78 
parishes,  rural  districts  in  North  Wales, 
and  it  was  discovered  that  the  attend- 
ance at  any  one  service  throughout  the 
whole  of  these  parishes  came  to 
something  like  5  to  5i  per 
cent,  of  the  whole  population.  I 
noticed  that  some  of  these  results  were 
challenged  after  they  were  published, 
and  I  took  the  trouble,  in  these  cases, 
to  discover  what  was  the  effect  of 
those  corrections.  In  most  instances 
the  clergymen  who  challenged  the 
census  contented  themselves  with 
saying  it  was  incorrect,  but  in  some  of 
the  instances  in  which  the  clergymen 
gave  their  own  figures,  we  could  verify 
the  results,  with  the  outcome  that 
even  deducting  the  figures  given  by  the 
clergymen  themselves,  the  attendance 
in  the  particular  towns  where  the 
figures  were  given  came  to  15  per  cent, 
of  the  population,  and  in  the  rural 
districts  to  6  per  cent,  of  the  popula- 
tion. I  can  give  to  the  House  one  or 
two  examples  of  the  way  in  which  the 
Church  of  England  operates  in  the 
rural  districts  of  Wales.  Not  very 
long  ago  some  Hussars  were  sent  down 
to  collect  tithe  in  a  small  mountain 
parish  in  Flintshire  called  Llanelly. 
On  the  Sunday  morning  after  the  visit 
a  census  was  taken  of  the  attendance 
at  the  church  in  that  parish,  and 
though  there  were  900  people  in  the 
parisn,  the  attendance  at  that  church 
was  only  seven,  yet  the  people  of 
Llanelly  were  to  be  dragooned  in  order 
to  maintain  the  religion  of  something 
under  1  per  cent,  of  the  population 
of  that  parish.  I  could  show 
an  instance  of  a  parish  better 
off,  where,  however,  there  was  a 
still  smaller  minority  of  the  population 
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belonging  to  the  Church.  Lately  the 
Bishop  of  St.  Asaph,  on  a  Sunday, 
visited  one  of  the  parishes  in  his 
diocese.  The  service  was  timed  in  such 
a  way  as  to  allow  the  members  of  the 
Nonconformist  chapels  to  attend  if  they 
desired.  A  good  many  availed  them- 
selves of  the  opportunity,  but  the 
whole  congregation,  the  majority  of 
which  was  constituted  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  contiguous  Noncon- 
formist chapels,  only  amounted  to 
32 ;  and,  in  the  afternoon,  so  disas- 
trous was  the  Bishop's  oratory  on 
the  congregation,  that  only  12  attended, 
and  there  was  no  service  in  the  evening. 
Another  instance.  Some  time  during 
last  winter,  I  think  in  the  Cathedral 
Church  of  St.  Asaph  itself,  there  was  a 
service,  there  was  a  choir,  there  were 
two  or  three  other  officials — I  do  not 
know  what  thev  are  called — and  there 
was  a  sermon  by  the  Dean,  but  the 
whole  congregation  only  numbered 
three,  and  those  three  had  the  satis- 
faction of  going  home  knowing  that 
£30  had  been  spent  for  each  of  them  in 
the  service  of  religion.  The  condition 
of  things  is  better  in  the  towns,  but 
that  is,  after  all,  simply  a  proof  that 
the  Establishment  as  such  is  ruinous 
to  the  prospects  of  the  Church  in 
Wales,  and  that  where  the  Church 
simply  depends  on  voluntary  effort  and 
contributions,  there  the  Church  suc- 
ceeds. We  have  been  told  by  hon. 
Members  on  the  other  side  of  the 
House  that  the  Church  is  making  con- 
siderable progress.  But  it  has  not 
been  suggested  that  she  r  is  likely  to 
make  sufficient  progress  to  convert  her 
minority  into  a  majority. 

An  bon.  Member:   Yes. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE:  I  believe 
an  hon.  Member  says  "  Yes."  Here  we 
have  a  Nonconformist  population.  Is  it 
likely  that  a  Nonconformist  country  is 
going  to  abandon  her  creed  for  the  sake 
of  another  ?  Is  there  a  case  on  record 
of  a  country  abandoning  its  creed  until 
that  creed  became  utterly  decayed  and 
worthless  ?  Are  there  any  signs  of  the 
decay  of  Dissent  ?  On  the  contrary 
never  did  Nonconformity  show  such 
signs  of  prosperity  in  Wales.  During 
the  last  20  years  the  adherents  of 
Nonconformist  denominations  have  in- 
creased by  something  like  50  per  cent. ; 
contributions  have  increased  by  75  per 
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cent. ;  and  yet  we  are  told  that  Wales 
is  on  the  point  of  abandoning  Noncon- 
formity for  the  sake  of  the  Church  of 
England.  There  is  another  point  I  wish 
to  call  attention  to,  and  it  is  this.  Not 
only  is  Nonconformity  increasing  its 
numbers,  but  it  is  increasing  in 
influence.  At  the  present  moment 
all  the  most  powerful  preachers  of 
Wales  are  ministers  of  the  Noncon- 
formist churches,  and  really,  with  the 
exception  of  one  notable  instance,  the 
Church  does  not  possess  a  single  great 
preacher  in  the  Principality.  Non- 
conformity is  interwoven  with  every 
fibre  of  the  national  existence,  and  it 
cannot  be  eradicated  without  hope- 
lessly disfiguring  the  national  character. 
Then  what  are  the  means  used  by  the 
Church  in  Wales  in  order  to  bring 
about  this  proselytism  ?  The  poor  have 
been  plied  with  alms  and  the  greedy 
with  bribes ;  the  land  hunger  has  been 
utilised  by  the  preference  shown  for 
churchmen  as  tenants  of  farms;  and 
society  has  been  open  to  anybody  who 
could  produce  a  certificate  of  apostacy; 
but  that  sort  of  thing  can  never  succeed 
in  the  country.  Eliminate  all  those 
whose  poverty  exceeds  their  fidelity  w 
the  traditions  of  the  Established 
Church,  all  those  in  whom  the  love  of 
greed  exceeds  their  attachment  to  their 
Creed,  and  still  the  nation  remains; 
and  I  say  it  is  absolutely  impossible,  it 
is  contrary  to  all  precedent  and  proba- 
bility that  the  Church  movement  can 
ever  succeed  in  Wales.  What  are  the 
facts  with  regard  to  this  Church? 
Here  is  a  Church  that  came  into  Wales 
with  mailed  warriors,whose  missionaries 
were  the  warriors  ;  and  it  was  imposed 
upon  us  by  the  force  of  arms,  and  it  is 
at  the  present  moment  buttressed  up 
by  police  truncheons.  In  the  rural 
districts  the  Church  cannot  command 
more  than  5  per  cent,  of  the  population, 
and  in  the  towns  it  cannot  command 
more  than  15  per  cent,  of  the  ponula- 
tion  ;  and  yet  this  is  called  the  National 
Church  of  Wales.  It  is  high  time,  in 
the  interests  of  the  Church  itself,  that 
it  should  be  rescued  from  such  a  false 
position.  An  hon.  Member  on  the 
other  side  of  the  House  told  us  that 
this  is  an  agitation  which  has  cropped 
up  within  the  last  three  years,  and  thai 
it  would  soon  pass  by.  On  the  contrary, 
in  Wales  it  is  an  old  struggle.    Gen- 
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ries  ago  Welshmen  claimed  reli- 
ous independence  and  freedom.  Their 
stition  was  treated  as  treason,  and 
ley  were  executed  as  rebels.  This  is  a 
.■eat  fact  in  Welsh  history,  and  when 
am  told  this  is  simply  an  agitation  of 
>-day,  I  answer  by  saying  "  No  ;  it  is 
d  agitation  which  has  been  going  on  for 
eneration  after  generation  in  Wales." 
everal  attempts  have  been  made  to 
>rce  us  into  acceptance  of  this  Church, 
he  last  resort  was  the  passing  of  the 
ithes  Act ;  but  if  Welshmen  are  not 
)  be  terrified  by  the  sword  of  excom- 
tunication,  are  they  going  to  be 
lbdued  by  County  Court  summonses  ? 
appeal  to  Englishmen  for  the  sake  of 
le  dignity  of  their  Church,  for  the 
ike  of  the  honour  of  their  country,  to 
mcede  to  us  this  small  measure  of 
ght  which  we  have  so  long  demanded 

(9.50.)  Mr.  BYRON  REED  (Brad- 
rd,  E.)  :  I  think  the  House  will 
ve  the  hon.  Member  who  has  just  sat 
ywa  credit  for  the  boldness  he  has 
anifested  this  evening  in  reviewing 
te  long  since  defunct  religious  census 

Mr.  Gee.  A  word  or  two  of  expla- 
t&ion  as  to  who  and  what  is  Mr.  Gee 
ay  perhaps  be  of  interest  to  the 
'ouse.  Mr.  Gee  is  a  very  estimable 
intleman,  who  combines  in  his 
«rn  person  multifarious  occupations 
nongst  them,  I  •  believe,  that  of 
■eacher,  County  Councillor,  news- 
iper  proprietor,  and  editor,  and 
merally  the  chief  priest  of  the 
liberation  Society  in  North  Wales. 
ome  years  ago,  Mr.  Gee,  being  not 
oly  an  enthusiastic  Liberationist,  but 
leo  a  very  ardent  practical  journalist, 
ndertook  to  gather  for  publication  in 
*e  columns  of  his  paper,  an  unofficial 
mateur  census  of  the  attendances  at 
artain  churches  and  chapels  on  a  cer- 
*in  day ;  and  he  undertook  by  the 
droits  of  that  enumeration  to  prove 
be  Church  to  be  in  a  pitiable  minority 
n  Wales,  and  Nonconformity  in  a 
Uperior  position.  He  chose  his  own 
lay  and  his  own  enumerators ;  and  the 
node  of  enumeration  adopted  was  en- 
irely  his  own ;  and  whereas  very  full 
aid  sufficient  notice  was  given  to  those 
"aligious  bodies  who  are  supposed  to 
>e  friendly  to  Mr.  Gee's  views,  in  a 
{reat  many  cases  no  notice  whatever 
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was  given  to  the  clergy  or  church-going 
people.  By  such  a  census  as  that  no 
reasonable  body  of  people  would  expect 
to  be  bound.  Yet  it  is  only  in  the 
most  casual  and  fragmentary  fashion 
that  we  have  been  able  to  secure  Mr. 
Gee's  returns,  which,  for  the  most  part, 
remain  in  the  pigeon-holes  of  Mr. 
Gee's  office  at  Denbigh.  We  church 
people,  while  very  properly  declining  to 
be  bound  by  an  unofficial  amateur 
census  of  this  kind,  are  quite  prepared 
to  submit  the  immediate  matter  before 
us  to  the  arbitrament  of  a  fair  and 
impartial  census  taken,  not  by  partisans 
for  political  purposes,  but  by  cool, 
impartial  officials  whose  business  it  is 
to  arrive  at  conclusions  without  refer- 
ence to  this  party  or  that.  But  it  is 
notorious  that  any  proposals  of  that 
kind  are  always  strenuously  opposed 
by  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite.  The  year 
before  last,  when  the  Census  Bill  was 
passing  through  Committee  of  this 
House,  an  hon.  Member  made  an 
attempt  to  secure  the  insertion  of  a 
clause  which  would  provide  for  a 
religious  census  in  England  and  Wales. 
A  number  of  Gentlemen  on  this  side 
went  into  the  Lobby  with  the  hon. 
Member,  but  hon.  Members  opposite 
repudiated  any  such  proposal  and  thus 
furnished  one  more  illustration  of  the 
unwillingness  of  their  Party  to  submit 
these  matters  to  the  arbitrament  of  an 
official  census.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Carnarvon  asked  whether  it  was  likely 
that  the  Nonconformists  of  Wales 
would  abandon  their  own  Creed  and 
come  over  to  what,  I  suppose,  he  would 
describe  as  an  "  alien  Church?  "  My 
answer  to  that  is,  in  the  first  place, 
whether  the  hon.  Member  and  his 
friends  like  it  or  not,  admit  it 
they  must,  that  of  late  years  there  has 
been  a  steadily  increasing  leakage  from 
Nonconformity  to  the  National  Church. 
(Opposition  cries  of  "  No,  no.")  Hon. 
Members  may  murmur,  but  those 
murmurs  do  not  alter  the  steady  flow 
towards  the  Church  in  Wales.  That 
flow  is  attested  by  the  Confirmation 
returns,  and  by  the  various  other 
records  and  statistics  which  the  Bishops 
and  other  officials  in  Wales  have  at 
hand ;  and  I  confess  I  could  wish  for 
nothing  better  than  that  this  steady 
flow,  which  has  been  very  much  larger 
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in  Wales  than  in  England  in  propor- 
tion to  the  population,  should  be  con- 
tinued at  the   same  ratio  for  another 
generation,  by  which  time  we  would  be 
perfectly  secure,  so  far  as  the  Church 
in  Wales  is  concerned  ;  by  which  time 
the  representation  of  Wales  would  be 
changed  in  this  House ;  and  the  pre- 
dominance of  the  Church  would  be  un- 
questioned.    Then   it   is   asked  if  the 
Nonconformists  in  Wales  are  likelv  to 
abandon  their  own  Creed  ?     But  what 
is  the  Creed  of  Welsh  Nonconformity  ? 
The  Creed  of  the  Church  of  England,  I 
know.     The    Creed   of    any    Noncon- 
formist body  is  an  unknown  quantity, 
except    in    so  far    as    Nonconformist 
bodies  have  adopted  the  Creed  of  the 
Church  of  England,  and  this  has  been 
done    by   the    principal    Nonconform- 
ist   body    in    Wales — the    Calvinistic 
Methodists.     If  hon.    Gentlemen   will 
examine  the  poll  deed  of  the  Calvinistic 
Methodists,  dated  10th    August  1826, 
they  will  find  it  is  provided  that  this 
body   was  formed   by  the   clergy  and 
laity  of  the  Church  ;  that  it  is  bound  to 
teach  and  hold  all  the  articles  of  the 
Church  of  England  in  the  Calvinistic 
sense,  and  the  Apostles'  Creed.     I  now 
pass  on  to  complain   of   the  constant 
persistent,  unswerving,  and  unscrupu- 
lous   misrepresentation   to   which   the 
Church  in  Wales  is  subjected  by  hon. 
Members  opposite,  and  by  their  friends. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Carnarvon  made 
a  charge  in  connection  with  the  recent 
Church  Congress  at  Ehyl.     He  made  a 
deliberate   charge  against  the  Church 
Congress  Committee    that    they    had 
made  a  profit  by  the  sale  of  intoxicating 
liquor  in  the  Congress  grounds.      That 
charge  was  entirely  unfounded  and  was 
made  to  discredit  the  Church  in  Wales. 
Even  when  the  report  was  contradicted 
the  hon.  Member  stuck  to  his  guns  and 
repeated  the  charge,  knowing  that  if  a 
lie  is  given  48  hours'  start  it  is  a  matter 
of  impossibility  to  overtake  it.     It  was 
not  until  the  hon.  Member  was  shown 
that  no  license  was  held  by  the  Con- 
gress   Committee,    and    that    neither 
directly  nor  indirectly  were  the  Con- 
grass  Authorities  responsible  for  the 
sajje  9f  liquors,  that  he   expressed   his 
regre^hat  he  had  made  a  mistake. 

,M^I,LOYD    GEORGE:    At    the 
^y^jfi'WWJy  Oourt  a  Member  of  the 
Mr.  Byron  Beed 


Church  Congress  Committee  was  held 
to  be  an  agent. 

Mr.  BYKON  REED:  Does  that 
imply  that  the  hon.  Member  still  makes 
the  charge? 

Mr.  LLOYD  GEORGE:  Hear, 
hear. 

Mr.  BYRON  REED:  I  can  only 
meet  the  charge  with  a  most  un- 
compromising denial.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Merioneth,  speaking  at  Bangor, 
inaccurately  stated  the  amount  received 
by  the  clergy  from  tithes  in  Wales. 
The  hon.  Member  has  stated  the  total 
rent  charge  was  £304,000,  but  it  was 
only  £231,500.  Taking  the  deprecia- 
tion of  the  value  of  tithe  property,  the 
whole  amount  received  was  only 
£118,000  a  year. 

Mr.  J.  ELLIS :  My  figures  were 
taken  from  the  Tithe  Commutation 
Returns  of  1888,  and  I  should  like  to 
know  where  the  hon.  Member's  figures 
are  from  ? 

Mr.  BYRON  REED  ;  I  can  assure 
the  hon.  Gentleman  that  the  figures  I 
have  quoted  are  correct  as  to  the  value 
of  tithes  in  Wales. 

Mr.  ARTHUR  WILLIAMS :  Whew 
are  the  figures  from  ? 

Mr.  BYRON  REED :  The  sonwes 
of  information  from  which  I  have  taken 
my  figures  are  open  to  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite.  There  is  great  misrepresenta- 
tion on  this  matter,  and  the  grossest 
and  most  atrocious  mis-statements  are 
made  by  the  Welsh  vernacular  PresB. 
The  head  and  front  of  this  agitation 
against  the  Church  in  Wales  is  to  be 
found  in  the  Welsh  vernacular  Press, 
which  is  edited,  written,  and  officered 
by  some  Nonconformist  preachers  of 
the  baser  sort.  I  hold  in  my  hand  a 
translation  of  some  verses  which  ftp* 
peared  in  a  Welsh  newspaper  only  W 
week,  and  they  will  show  the  misreprt* 
sentation  to  which  the  Church  fo 
Wales  is  subjected  by  Welsh  vemacuh' 
journalists. 

Dr.  TANNER:  Read  the  veraac* 
lar 

Mr.  BYRON  REED :  I  am  sorry 
that  I  cannot  oblige  the  hon.  Member- 
Here  lies  one  of  our  greatest  difficulties 
in  running  down  these  journalisticatrO' 
cities,  because  I  am  informed  W 
those  who  have  a  knowledge  * 
the  Welsh  language  that  it  is  possible 
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or  words  in  Welsh  to  convey  meanings 
ar  more  extravagant,  extreme,  and 
titter,  than  those  contained  in  the 
English  language.  To  show  the  ex- 
reme  bitterness  of  the  Welsh  vernacular 
Press  towards  the  Church  in  Wales,  I 
nay  state  that  the  following  verse  is 
laid  to  be  recited  in  Yorkshire  National 
Schools : — 

"  I'm  not  a  little  Protestant, 

As  some  would  have  me  say ; 
I'm  not  a  little  Romanist, 

So  call  me  what  you  may. 
First  to  confession  I  must  go, 

To  tell  out  all  my  shame, 
My  list  of  sins  all  one  by  one, 

In  penitence  must  name." 

Mr.  S.  EVANS:  Would  the  hon. 
Member  kindly  inform  the  House  who 
ihe  talented  translator  may  be  ? 

Mr.  BYRON  REED  :  I  am  not  in  a 
position   to   do  that,   but   I   shall    be 
bappy  if  the  hon.  Member  doubts  the 
translation  to  give  him  a  copy  of  the 
Driginal.     I  can  only  say  that  I  hold  in 
my  hand  letters  from  the  Archbishop  of 
York,   the  Bishop  of  Ripon,  and  the 
Bishop  of  Wakefield,  and  other  repre- 
sentatives    of    the    Episcopal    Bench 
in  Yorkshire,  together  with  the    Dio- 
sesan    Inspector,  entirely    repudiating 
in  the  most  positive  terms  that  any  such 
Terse   was  ever  in   use  in  any  of  the 
National   Schools  of    Yorkshire.     The 
whole  thing  is  a  mere  fabrication,  and 
manufactured    for     political    purposes 
by   the    vernacular    press    of    Wales. 
A   population   which   is   led   by   such 
leaders  and  instructed  by  such  teachers 
is  one  which  needs  the  pity  of  every 
intelligent    and    right-minded  person. 
In  another  paper  there  is  the  story  of 
how,  in  a  rural  parish  in  Wales,  there 
'Was  a  school   controlled  by  the  rector 
tod  the  squire,  nine  out  of  every  ten 
of  the  children  attending  which  were 
Nonconformists.     On  one  occasion  the 
lector  told   all  the   children    that   all 
those  above  a  certain  age  who  would 
fearn  a  certain  rhyme  would  be  taken 
for  an  outing  on  a  certain  date.     On 
&at  date  they   were  taken  out,    met 
*  lot  more   children,    and   then  were 
taken  into   a   church   and  Confirmed. 
The  writer,  of  course,  takes  the  most 
perfect  pains  to  conceal  the  identity  of 
&is  impossible  rector,  and  I  have  no 
hesitation  in   calling  it   a   fabrication 
from  beginning  to  end ;   and  it   is  by 


such  fabrications  and  downright  lying 
that  the  cause  of  Disestablishment  is 
supported.     At  a  certain  meeting  at  the 
Memorial    Hall,   London,    called    the 
"  smock  frock  farce,"  where  managers, 
lawyers,  schoolmasters,  and  preachers, 
masqueraded  as  agricultural  labourers, 
a  certain   Mr.  Bowen   Rowlands,  not 
the  hon.  Member  of  this  House,  said 
that  in  a  certain  case  there  were  five 
churches  close   together,   and  a  man 
went  down  to  take  a  census  of  the  com- 
municants.    There  were  a  number  at 
the  first   church,  and  when   the  man 
had  left  they  were  marched  to  the  next, 
and  so  on,  so  that  each  of  them  were, 
for  the  purpose  of  the  census,  magnified 
into  five  communicants.    Mr.  Rowlands 
has  been  asked,  again  and  again,  for 
chapter  and  verse,  but  has  taken  care 
to  maintain  an  impassive  silence,  which, 
under  the   circumstances,    is  the  best 
possible    thing  for   the    credibility   of 
that  gentleman.     I  need  not  give  more 
illustrations  to  show   that  this   agita- 
tion   against    the    Church    in    Wales 
is    a     manufactured     agitation,    bora 
largely  of  political  spite  and  class  ani- 
mosity, and  that  the  agitafion  is  carried 
on  by  the  most  unworthy  weapons  of 
slander,  misrepresentation,   and  down- 
right falsehoods,  and  I  would  strongly 
urge  the    House    not   to    accept    the 
stories  wThich  appear  in  the  newspapers 
as  indicative  of  the  state  of  things  in 
Wales,   for    in   95   cases   out    of   100 
they  are  fabrications,  and  in  the  other 
five  they  are  distortions  of  actual  facts. 
What  good  do  hon.  Gentlemen  oppo- 
site propose  to  do  the  Principality  by 
prolonging  the  agitation?     During  this 
Debate  of  five  hours  I  have  failed  to 
observe  the  least  attempt  on  the  part 
of  hon.    Gentlemen   opposite  to    give 
any  definition  of  what  they  mean  by 
Disestablishment   and  Disendowment. 
What  kind  of  Disestablishment  do  you 
mean  ?     Such  as  you  had  in  Ireland  ? 
The  hon.  Member  for  Carnarvon  makes 
a  negative  sign  at  that ;  he  is  consistent. 
At  the  great  meeting  at  Pontypridd,  at 
which   the    great    Liberal   Federation 
was  inaugurated,  he  said,  speaking  of 
the  Irish  Disestablishment : — 

"  He  would  prefer  waiting  for  ten  years 
rather  than  have  such  a  BUI  for  Wales.  The 
more  agitation  they  kept  up  in  Wales  the 
better  would  be  the  terms  of  the  Disestablish- 
ment Bill  Parliament  would  give  them." 
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Many  people  are  deluded  into  the 
belief  that  Disestablishment  in  Eng- 
land and  Wales  would  mean  a  repeti- 
tion of  that  in  Ireland,  but  those  who 
hold  that  view  will  scarcely  be  pre- 
pared for  the  admission  of  hon.  Gentle- 
men opposite,  that  it  is  a  much  more 
drastic  measure  that  they  mean.  In 
Ireland  the  vested  interests  of  the  clergy 
and  dignitaries  of  the  Church  were 
respected,  and  they  were  permitted  to 
retain  possession  of  their  cathedrals 
and  parish  churches.  Do  you  propose 
to  go  further  than  that  in  Wales  ?  Do 
you  propose  to  disendow  or  secu- 
larise the  cathedrals  and  parish 
churches  ?  Hon .  Gentlemen  opposite  are 
very  chary  about  announcing  their 
exact  intentions  on  that  point.  We 
know  very  wrell  that  the  Radical 
programme  before  the  General  Election 
of  1885  adopted  the  scheme  of  the 
Liberation  Society,  which  stated  that 
all  cathedrals  and  ancient  parish 
churches  in  England  and  Wales  should 
be  handed  over  to  Local  Boards  for 
absolutely  secular  purposes  or  sale. 
Will  you  go  to  the  constituencies  and 
tell  them  that  you  propose  to  give  to 
the  clergy  far  harder  terms  of  settle- 
ment than  in  Ireland  ;  that  you  pro- 
pose to  secularise  every  stone  and 
timber  in  their  cathedrals  and 
churches?  Will  right  hon.  Gentlemen 
on  the  Front  Bench  opposite  thank  you 
for  it,  and  adopt  it  ?  Are  they,  on  the 
eve  of  a  General  Election,  prepared  to 
repeat  the  experience  of  1885  ?  If  you 
are  honest,  you  will  lay  frankly  before 
the  House  what  you  mean  by  Dis- 
establishment and  Disendowment,  and 
no  longer  conceal  your  opinion  by  soft 
phrases,  and  wrap  up  your  desires  in 
smooth  generalities.  Let  us  know 
what  proposals  we  have  to  fight,  then 
we  will  fight  you — not  only  on  the 
floor  of  this  House,  but  in  the  consti- 
tuencies ;  and  we  wish  for  no  better  cry 
with  which  to  go  to  the  country.  I 
think  this  must  not  be  separated  from 
the  concurrent  case  of  the  Church  in 
England.  There  are  not  two  Churches, 
but  one  Church,  and  that  which  aims 
a  blow  at  one  aims  disaster  and  danger 
at  the  other.  As  the  Church  is  one  in 
Wales  and  England,  so  shall  its  cause 
be  one  in  this  House,  or  out  of  it, 
and  for  that  reason  wc  on  this  side, 
Mr.  Byron  Bced 


with  many  allies,  I  hope,  on  the  other 
side,  go  into  the  Division  Lobby  to  vote 
against  the  proposal  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Flintshire. 

(10.35.)      Mr.     G.    O.    MORGAN 
(Denbighshire,  E.)  :    I  will  not  follow 
the  hon.  Member  who  has  just  spoken 
into  the  newspaper  extracts  which  he 
has  read  to  the  House,  for  I  cannot 
possibly  believe,   admitting    that   the 
extracts  are  strictly  accurate,  that  the 
claims  of  a  nation  to  justice  ought  to 
be  refused  because  two  or  three  jour- 
nalists have  been  guilty  of  want  of 
taste.     I  was  a  little  startled  at  the 
beginning  of  the  Debate  by  the  uncom- 
promising tone  of  hostility  which  the 
Solicitor  General  took  up,  for  I  could 
not  help  thinking  of   a  letter  written 
by     the     right     hon.      Member     for 
West  Birmingham  to  my  constituents, 
advising  them,  if  they  wanted  Dises- 
tablishment not  to  vote  for  me,  but  to 
vote  for  the  Party  opposite.    I  thought 
some    sort    of    concordat    had    been 
arranged  between  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man and  the  Government  to  look  at 
this  question    on    somewhat  broader 
lines.  Now  we  have  had  several  remark- 
able occurrences  during  this  Debate,and 
perhaps  the  most  remarkable  has  been 
the  fact  that,  for  the  first  time  for  22 
years,  a  Welsh  Conservative  Member- 
there  are  not  many  of  them— raised 
his  voice  in  defence  of  the  Church  in 
Wales. 

Mr.  KEN  YON  (Denbigh):  I  spoke 
in  defence  of  it  in  1885. 

Mr.  G.  0.  MOEGAN  :   But  the  most 
remarkable  speech  in  the  Debate  vas 
that  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Ashton- 
under-Lyne,   who  denied    that   there 
was  such  a  thing  as  a  Welsh  nationality. 
I    should    have    thought    the  Welsh 
nationality  was  by  far  the  most  pro- 
nounced of  the  four  nationalities  into 
which     this      kingdom     is    popularly 
divided,  as  we    are  not   only  divided 
geographically,  but  also  by  the  barrier 
of    language.      It    is    too    late    no* 
to  say  there  is  no  such  thing  as  a  Welsh 
nationality.     I  think   we  have  mad* 
good    our  right   to    be    considered  * 
separate  nationality;    we   have  again 
and  again  passed  Bills  dealing  with 
Wales  as  distinct  from  England,  Scot- 
land,  and  Ireland,     Under  these  cir- 
cumstances, it  seems  to  me  that  the 
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raestion  is  narrowed  to  this :  Is  the 
5hurch  of  England  in  Wales  the 
national  Church  of  Wales?  A  deal 
of  interesting  historical  light  has 
been  thrown  on  this  question.  The 
ion.  Member  for  Carnarvon  said  it  was 
imposed  by  conquest  on  Wales ;  but  on 
the  other  side  it  is  said  that  the  Church 
of  St.  David  is  older  than  that  of  St. 
Augustine,  and  that  the  Church  of 
England  is  a  descendant  of  the  Church 
of  Wales.  But  the  question  is  not  what 
the  Church  was  600  or  800  years  ago ; 
but  what  it  is  in  1892.  Looking  simply 
at  the  present  time,  I  say  without  fear 
•of  contradiction  that  it  is  in  more  than 
•one  sense  an  alien  Church.  It  ministers 
•chiefly  to  settlers  in  the  country.  It 
is  alien  to  the  tone,  temperament  and 
genius  of  the  Welsh  people,  who  are 
democratic  in  their  religion  as  in  their 
politics.  The  despotism  of  the  parson, 
mild  and  benevolent  as  it  may  be,  is 
intolerable  to  him.  The  Welsh  are  too 
essentially  an  emotional  people,  and  the 
Church  of  England  with  its  "  Popish 
liturgy  and  Arminian  clergy,"  to 
quote  the  famous  words  of  Lord 
Chatham,  does  not  appeal  to  them. 
No  Church  is  entitled  to  be  called 
national,  in  other  words,  entitled  to  the 
eupport  of  the  State,  unless  it  can  fulfil 
two  conditions.  Unless  it  numbers  a 
jdear  majority  of  the  people  amongst 
its  members,  and  unless  it  is  so  bound 
tip  with  the  religious  life  of  the 
•cation  that  you  cannot  touch  the  one 
=without  inflicting  a  serious  blow  on  the 
other.  I  will  assume  that  it  fulfils 
-these  two  conditions  in  England ;  but  will 
any  hon.  Gentleman  dare  to  get  up  and 
^teU  me  that  it  fulfils  these  two  condi- 
tions in  Wales  ?  It  is  not  contended 
T>y  anybody  that  it  holds  the  majority 
of  the  people  in  Wales ;  not  even  by 
its  staunchest  advocate.  Lord  Selborne 
himself  only  put  the  Church  at  half  the 
number  of  the  Nonconformists,  and  the 
late  Dean  of  Bangor,  one  of  the  most 
devoted  of  Churchmen,  estimated  the 
number  of  Churchmen  among  the 
Welsh  -  speaking  population  at  one- 
sixth.  The  Solicitor  General  said  that 
the  Nonconformists  were  49  per  cent. 
of  the  population  ;  does  he  mean  that 
the  remaining  51  per  cent,  are  Church- 
men ?  The  numbers  taken  by  the 
hon.   Gentleman  only  included  those 


actually  on  the  roll  of  adherents ;  but 
by  far  the  larger  number  of  Welshmen 
are  Nonconformists,  although  not 
formally  enrolled.  I  do  not  place  much 
confidence  in  censuses  of  the  kind 
which  have  been  proposed,  for  I  am  in- 
clined to  agree  with  the  old  saying 
that  "  there  is  nothing  so  fallacious 
as  figures,  except  facts."  The  hon. 
Gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down 
asks  why  we  do  not  agree  to  a  religious 
census?  Because  I  cannot  conceive 
a  more  childish  way  of  ascertain- 
ing the  religion  of  a  nation  than  that. 
The  census  which  has  been  proposed 
by  the  friends  of  the  Church  would,  in 
my  opinion,  have  been  valueless  and 
unreliable  and  in  the  highest  degree 
misleading ;  but  there  is  another  kind 
of  census  upon  which  reliance  can 
be  placed,  and  that  is  the  Ballot 
Box.  Just  observe  how  remarkable 
is  the  progress  that  this  question  has 
made  since  Mr.  Watkin  Williams 
brought  it  under  notice  22  years 
ago.  Then  it  was  only  supported  by 
7  members  from  Wales,  including  the 
Mover  and  Seconder  :  13  voted  against 
it,  and  the  others  stopped  away.  But, 
ever  since,  the  Welsh  supporters  of  this 
Motion  have  gone  on  steadily  increasing 
in  number,  and  now  27  Welsh  Members 
out  of  30  are  pledged  to  Disestablish- 
ment, and  only  3  oppose  it.  Not  only 
that,  but  the  six  bye-elections  have 
shown  how  this  question  has  developed, 
and  how  it  has  met  with  the  support 
of  the  people.  Taking  the  County 
Councils,  at  the  last  election  in  every 
county  but  one  the  Nonconformists 
literally  swept  the  boards.  Again,  out 
of  17  Welsh  papers  printed  in  the 
vernacular,  15  are  devoted  to  Disestab- 
lishment ;  only  2  belong  to  the  Church 
defence  party,  and  of  these  two 
one,  I  believe,  is  on  its  la3t  legs. 
Three  or  four  years  ago  the  Bishop 
of  St.  Asaph  charged  a  Calvinistic 
Methodist  Deacon  with  having  sanc- 
tioned by  his  presence  a  gross  and  foul 
outrage  upon  the  Church  of  England- 
no  less  than  a  parody  of  the  rites  of  the 
Holy  Sacrament .  I  challenged  theBishop 
to  name  the  man  whom  he  alluded  to, 
and  when  his  lordship  did  not  do  so, 
I  repeated  that  challenge  in  this  House. 
The  Bishop  then  wrote  to  the  Times  a 
letter  in  which  he  said  he  had  in  his 
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possession  "seven  sworn  affidavits" 
which  proved  the  truth  of  his  assertions. 
He  did  not  say  by  whom  those  affidavits 
were  made,  nor  did  he  say  where  they 
came  from,  or  where  the  occurrence 
took  place  ;  he  did  not  name  the  Magis- 
trate before  whom  they  were  sworn, 
nor  did  he  show  how  it  came  to  pass 
that  any  affidavits  chanced  to  be  sworn 
in  a  matter  in  which  there  was  no  liti- 
gation pending.  But  he  said  he  had  sent 
them  to  Lord  Sel  borne  who  had  writ- 
ten him  a  letter,  in  which  he  said,  if 
the  affidavits  were  true,  the  Bishop  was 
quite  justified  in  making  the  charge. 
Now,  everybody  knows  the  value  of 
such  affidavits  made  under  such  cir- 
cumstances ;  every  man  who  has  spent 
six  weeks  in  a  lawyer's  office  knows 
that  such  affidavits  as  these  are  not 
worth  the  paper  upon  which  they 
are  written.  It  has  been  pointed 
out  that  the  Church  has  been  making 
progress  exactly  in  proportion  as  she 
leans  least  upon  State  aid.  At  Cardiff, 
where  the  whole  of  the  tithes  do 
not  amount  to  much  more  than 
£200  a  year,  the  Church  is  making  pro- 
gress, but  everywhere  that  she  leans 
most  upon  State  aid,  the  Churches  are 
found  to  be  empty.  This  matter  was 
put  very  well  by  the  late  Dean  of 
Bangor,  when  he  said  that — 

''The  Church  has  made  material  progress 
of  late.  Churches,  schools,  and  parsonages 
have  been  built,  but  how  many  of  the  churches 
are  empty ! " 

When  we  sav  that  the  Church  is  in  a 
minority  in  Wales,  we  are  only  stating 
half  our  case,  because  the  Church  com- 
prises not  only  the  minority,  but  by  far 
the  richest  part  of  the  community 
and  with  them  also  the  poorest.  It 
is  not  the  Church  of  the  poor  ;  it  is 
the  Church  of  the  pauper,  consisting  of 
those  who  are  most  able  to  give,  and 
those  who  are  most  anxious  to  get,  and 
that  accounts  for  some  of  those  conver- 
sions of  which  we  have  heard.  You 
■must  remember  that  the  Church  offers 
bishoprics,  palaces,  deaneries,  and 
many  other  prizes,  whilst  the  Noncon- 
formist offers  nothing  but  a  clear  con- 
science and  the  privilege  of  paying  for 
it.  In  this  regard  I  am  reminded  of 
what  an  author,  dear  to  every  Unionist 
heart,  says.  Mr.  Lecky  says — 
Mr.  G.  0.  Morgan 


"  Where  certain  privileges  are  attached  to 
any  form  of  religion  it  may  make  many  con- 
verts, but  it  is  perfectly  certain  to  make' many 
hypocrites." 

With  regard  to  the  second  point — the- 
bearing  of  the  Church  on  the  religious 
and  moral  life  of  the  people — the  Home 
Secretary  knows  that  Wales  has  not 
at  the  present  moment,  in  proportion 
to    its  population,  half   as   many  cri- 
minals as  England,  and  that  scarcely 
a  Judge  of  assize  goes  there  but  com* 
merits  again  and  again  upon  the  extra- 
ordinary absence  of  crime.     There  are,.   I 
it  is  well  recognised,  certain  crimes  of    I 
a  grave  nature   which   are  altogether    1 
unknown    in    Wales.     Since    I    have   i 
acted   as    a    Magistrate,   I    may  say    ; 
that      I      have       never      issued     a    \ 
warrant     or    a     summons    against  a    ' 
man   for  assaulting  a  woman.     Now,    ; 
I  sav  that  this  marked  absence  of  crime 
is  mainly  due  to  the  influence  of  the 
Nonconformists.     This  was  over  and 
over  again  borne  out  by  Lord  Aber- 
dare   bv  the  testimonv  of  the  Welsh 
clergy  themselves.     In  my  own  experi- 
ence, when  acting   as  Chairman  of  a 
large  Industrial  Society,  I  was  told  by 
the  manager  of  that  Association  that  be- 
always  preferred,  if  he  could,  to  employ 
Nonconformists,    because    they    «w 
more   sober,    more   steady,    and  more 
trustworthy.     I  have  always  spoken  in 
the  highest  terms  of  the  Welsh  clergy. 
I    believe     them     to    be    exceeding' 
zealous  and  exceedingly  energetic ;  but 
I   do   say   this :    that   they  are  more 
occupied     in     fighting     Dissent   than 
in       preaching       Christianity,      and 
that       explains       why       so      many 
Churchmen  believe  that  the  result  <n 
Disestablishment  would  be  eminently 
beneficial  to  the  Church  of  Wales.    ft 
that  be  so,  what  are  you  afraid  of  in 
this  Motion  before  this  House?    To° 
have  on  your  side  all  the  wealth  and 
social  influence  of  the  country.    I  re- 
member  seeing  in  the  Times  the  other 
day  a  letter  signed  by  20  of  the  richest 
noblemen   and  gentlemen  in  England, 
in     which     they     appealed     to   their 
English  brethren  not  to  leave  the  poor 
Welsh  Church  to  starve  by  robbing  it  of 
the  endowments.     If  these  20  noble- 
men and  gentlemen  had  put  their  hands 
into  their  own  pockets  and  given  it  one* 
twentieth  part  of  their  incomes,  they 
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rould  have  easily  set  the  Church  of 
HT&les  upon  its  legs  again  for  the  next 
K)  years  to  come.  Look  at  what  is 
along  place  in  the  Colonies,  in  Canada, 
a  Australia,  and  in  Ireland.  In  all 
hose  countries  the  Church  of  Eng- 
and  has  learned  to  stand  alone. 
Sven  in  Wales,  of  which  you  are  now 
learing,  the  power  and  influence  of  the 
Uhurch  are  in  exactly  inverse  propor- 
tion to  the  assistance  which  she  derives 
from  the  State,  and  to  say  that  the 
richest  community  of  Christian  men  in 
the  whole  world  would  not  be  able  to 
hold  its  own  amongst  the  most  God- 
fearing people  in  the  Kingdom  unless  it 
Domes  carrying  a  bribe  in  one  hand  and 
a  sword  of  State  in  the  other  is  a  slur 
upon  the  Church,  an  insult  to  my 
countrymen,  and  an  unworthy  asper- 
sion upon  an  all- wise  and  all-powerful 
Providence. 

(10.50.)  The  FIEST  LOKD  of  the 
IEEASUEY  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Man- 
chester, E.):  Anybody  who  heard  the  con- 
dudingpart  of  the  right  hon. Gentleman's 
speech  would  have  supposed  that  the 
Established  Church  in  Wales  depended 
entirely  for  its  funds  upon  the  ancient 
endowments  with  which  the  pious  in 
past  generations  had  endowed  it.  But 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  might  be 
aware,  had  he  consulted  statistics  open 
to  every  man  upon  this  subject,  that 
during  last  year  the  Church  in  Wales 
received  from  voluntary  contributions 
twice  as  much  as  it  received  from 
endowments  secured  to  it  by  law  ;  and 
if  that  is  not  a  conclusive  proof  that 
the  members  of  the  Church  in  Wales 
have  the  keenest  sense  of  the  duties 
imposed  upon  them,  and  are  deter- 
mined to  carry  out  to  the  best  of 
their  ability  the  great'  trust  which  is 
imposed  upon  them,  I  fail  to  under- 
stand by  what  reasoning  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  arrived  at  the  con- 
clusion that  the  deprivation  of  the 
endowments  which  already  exist  could 
increase  the  zeal  or  the  resources  which 
the  Church  has  at  its  disposal.  Now 
the  House,  or  those  Members  who 
We  listened  as  I  have  to  the  greater 
part  of  this  Debate,  will  probably  share 
with  me  in  the  gratification  I  feel  in 
finding  that  a  good  many  of  the  old 
fallacies  with  which  this  discussion 
used  to  be  encumbered  have  either  dis- 


appeared altogether  from  the  discussion, 
or  have  at  all  events  shown  themselves 
in  a  very  much  less  virulent  form.    We 
used  to  be  told  that  the  Welsh  Church 
was  an   alien  Church.     I  have  heard 
only      one       gentleman      sufficiently 
courageous  to  maintain  that  position 
this  evening.      This    is    an  historical 
fallacy,  one  of  the  many  which  col- 
lected   round    this    subject,    which   I 
certainly  had  supposed  had  been  finally 
disposed  of,  had  been  killed  off  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Midlothian  last  year.     The  light  hon. 
Gentleman   said  nothing  but  what  is 
familiar     to      students      of      British 
Ecclesiastical  History,  but  he  did  say 
a    good    many     things    which    were 
not  familiar  even  to  hon.  Gentlemen 
below  the  Gangway  ;  and  I  am  glad  to 
observe  by  the  majority  of  the  speeches, 
and    by    the    general    tenour   of    the 
Debate,  that  very  few  indeed  are  the 
defenders  still  left  in  this  House    of 
the  historical  absurdity  of  supposing 
that  the  Church  in  Wales  was  imposed 
upon  the  Welsh  people  by  an  armed 
.and    an    alien    population.      Another 
fallacy  which  I  observe  looms  much 
less  largely  than  it  used  to  do  in  our 
eyes  is  the  statistical  fallacy.      Many 
gentlemen  have  touched  upon  statistics, 
but   I  notice  that  they  have  touched 
upon  them  lightly.     It  appears  to  be 
ground  which  they  thought  it  necessary 
to  survey,  but  which  they  surveyed  as 
rapidly  as  they  could,  and  from  which 
they    discreetly    fled    at    the   earliest 
opportunity.     The  Member  for  Flint- 
shire, who  opened  in  a  very  exhaustive 
speech  the     discussion     this    evening 
told     us    that    he    would    not    enter 
upon    the    subject    of    Welsh   statis- 
tics at  all.     He  confined  his  attention 
to  the  statistics  of  the  Welsh  Church 
in  Liverpool  and  in  America ;  and  from 
the  facts  which  he  collected,  or  thought 
he   had   collected,  from  Liverpool  and 
from '  America — neither    of    which    is 
as    yet    claimed     as     part    of     the 
Principality — he    deduced   the    statis- 
tical    conclusion     that     the     Welsh 
Church   ought    to    be    disestablished. 
The  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  took 
what  he  called  a  broad  view  of  statistics 
and  the  broad  view  he  took  consisted 
of  making  very   broad  assertions  and 
bringing  forward  no  proof  whatever"  in 
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support  of  them.     My  hon.  and  learned 
Friend  near  me  went  in  detail  into  the 
figures  that  had  been  supplied  by  the 
Nonconformists  to  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land, and  by  Nonconformists  to  their 
own  body  ;  and  both  from  the  figures 
which  they  had  collected  in  respect  of 
the  Established  Church  in  Wales  and 
in  respect  of  the  figures — which  I  pre- 
sume we  may  regard  as  more  or  less 
authentic — with  regard  to  the  Noncon- 
formist body  in  Wales,  my  hon.  and 
learned  Friend  deduced  the  conclusion 
that  it  was  impossible  that  the  majority 
of    the    Welsh    population — including 
men,  women  and   children — could  be 
supposed  to  belong  to  any  of  the  larger 
bodies  of  the  Nonconformist  body  in 
that  country.     Has  any  answer  been 
made  to  that  ?     No  answer  except  the 
broad  conclusion  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Aberdeen, 
in   which  he  carefully  abstained  from 


quoting  a  single  figure  or  dealing  with 
a  single  specific  fact  brought  forward 
by  my  hon.  and   learned  Friend  near 
me.     But  in  truth  the  Nonconformist 
Party  in  this  House  are  out  of  court 
when  we  are  considering  the  question 
of   statistics,  for  they   have   refused — 
flatly  refused — the  only  machinery  in 
this  matter  by  which  authentic  statistics 
could  possibly  be  obtained.    They  were 
offered  last   year,   as  they  have  been 
offered  decennially  before,  to  have   a 
religious  census  taken  in  Wales  as  a 
religious  census  is   taken   in   Ireland. 
Nobody  doubts  that  the  census  in  Ire- 
land gives,  on  the  whole,  a  substantially 
accurate  view  of  the  relative  strength 
of  the  various  denominations   in  that 
country.     Why  is  the  same  machinery, 
applied     to     the     same     purpose,     to 
be     set     aside     by     the      right     hon. 
Gentleman       who      has      just       sat 
down   as   worthless    when  applied   to 
Wales?     The   fact,   which   lies    broad 
and  patent  upon  the   surface  of  this 
controversy,  is  that  the  Gentlemen  who 
refuse     the     census     are     afraid     of 
statistics ;  and  though  in  this  Resolu- 
tion they  practically  base  their  conten- 
tion upon  the  relative  strength,  which 
they  are  good  enough  to  assume,  of  the 
adherents  of  the   Established  Church 
and  the    Nonconformists,    they   have 
always,  as  a   matter  of  fact,   refused 
what  we  have  always  offered  to  them  ; 
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an  authentic,  a  reliable,  and  a  peri 

conclusive  method  of  arriving  at  a 

conclusion  on  that  point.     For  m) 

part,  I  should  be  ready  enough  t 

the  case  of  the  Established  Choi 

Wales  upon    arithmetical    propc 

although    I   hold    that   the  argi 

from  arithmetical  proportion  al 

wholly  absurd  and  unreliable.     ] 

House  were  to  take  the  view,  wh: 

are  invited  to  take,  that  becau 

Established   Church  in   Wales 

Church  of  the  minority,  that,  the 

it  should  be  disestablished,  sho 

not  be  driven  to  the  further  cone 

that  in  every  diocese,  perhaps  ir 

parish  of  England,  the  same  ar 

tical  test  should  be  applied,  and 

that  province,  diocese,  or  parish 

the  members  of  the  Established  < 

happened  to  be  in  a  majority  an< 

only,  should  the  Church  be  alio 

retain  its  endowments,  and  be 

the  Established  Church  of  the  co 

I  do  not  believe  that  any  logic 

consistent  adherent  of  Disestablii 

will  accept  that  view.     I  do  not 

that  those  who  really,  upon  gro 

do  not  agree  with,  wThich  are  r 

historical,  and  rational,  desire  1 

severance  between   Church  and 

and  the  Disendowment  of  the 

Established  Church — I  do  not 

that  these  Gentlemen   would  i 

moment  accept  the  logic  which 

before  them  by  Members  from  Wa 

rest  their  case,  or  almost  rest  tin 

upon  statistics  which  they  hav 

verified,  and  which  according  t 

view  prove  a  majority  on  the  pa 

the  Nonconformist  bodies  taken  t 

over   the    Established    Church 

alone.     But  certainly  it  appeal 

that  when  we  are  dealing  with  an 

tion,  almost  the  oldest  in  the  co 

older  far  I  may  fairly  say  th 

House,  older  certainly  than  all 

the  institutions  on  which  we  mo 

ourselves — when  dealing  with  i 

tution  which  it  is  not  to  be  supp 

a  moment  is  obsolete  or  deac 

any  way  lifeless  or  extinct,  the 

of  proof  lies  with  those  who  < 

destroy,  and  not  with  those  wh 

to  sustain  it.    Now,  what  is  th< 

proof  these  Gentlemen  can  bring 

or  have  brought  forward,  who  < 

destroy — who  desire  to  disestah 
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to  disendow  the  Church  in  Wales  ?  The 
hon.  Member  for  Carnarvon  rested  his 
ease  almost  entirely  upon  the  fact  that 
*he  Welsh  Church  was  not  the  National 
-Church,  and  he  appeared  to  think  that 
JJoncomformity  in  Wales  was  national 
in  the  sense  in  which  the  Church  of 
Wales  is  not  national.  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man showed  a  total  and  extraordinary 
ignorance  of  the  history  of  this  case. 
Nonconformity  in  Wales  is  the  growth 
of  a  century  or  two,  The  Church  in 
Wales  has  existed  for  centuries.  Not 
•only  was  it  not  imposed  upon 
4he  Welsh  people  by  a  large  and 
.alien  population,  but  it  is  a  Church 
which  has  grown  with  the  growth  of 
■the  Welsh  people,  which  is  identified 
with  their  history  in  every  stage, 
■and  to  which  I  believe  they  largely 
owe  the  maintenance  of  their  language 
48  the  vernacular.  (Cries  of  "  Oh, 
oh.")  I  believe  that,  and  I  believe  it 
on  the  authority  of  gentlemen  quite  as 
anxious  to  destroy  the  Welsh  Church 
as  the  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite — 
Gentlemen  who  have  devoted  more 
"time  to  the  study  of  the  Welsh 
language  than  the  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite  have  been  able  to  do,  and  who 
lelieve  that  the  Established  Church  in 
Wales  is  a  Church  of  Welsh  growth, 
identified  with  it  through  every  stage 
of  Welsh  history,  and  closely  bound  up 
with  the  maintenance  and  the  survival 
•f  the  Welsh  language.  Noncon- 
formity— I  do  not  deny  the  value  of 
the  work  which  has  been  done  by  the 

S*at  Nonconformist  leaders  in  Wales  ; 
t  I  say  that  Nonconformity  is  a 
#owth  as  of  yesterday,  and  that  the 
Welsh  Church  is  not  a  growth  of 
yesterday.  And  I  say  further  that  the 
#eat  men  who  led  the  Nonconformist 
party  in  Wales,  the  men  who  have 
oone  so  much  for  the  revival  of  religion 
in  Wales,  were  themselves  devoted 
•adherents  to  the  Established  Church 
to  their  dying  day.  Therefore  I  am 
justified,  I  think,  on  grounds  of  the 
history  both  of  the  Church  and  of  Non- 
conformity, in  saying  that  whatever 
other  reasons  may  be  given  for  the 
Disestablishment  of  the  Welsh  Church, 
at  all  events  you  cannot  say  that  it  is  to 
be  Disestablished  because  it  is  an 
anti-national  Church.  Then  I  ask  my- 
Belf  whether  those  who  desire  Disestab- 


lishment desire  it  because  they  think 
that  it  is  a  decaying  branch  of  the 
Christian  Church,  corrupt  and  effete, 
no  longer  capable  of  efficient  service  to 
the  cause  of  true  religion.  I  gather 
from  the  speech  of  every  one  who  spoke 
in  favour  of  the  Motion  to-night,  that 
whatever  else  may  be  said  of  the  Welsh 
Church,  that,  at  all  events  cannot  be 
said.  The  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Aberdeen  admitted  the 
rapid  growth  which  had  been  made  by 
the  Welsh  Church  during  the  last  two 
generations  at  least ;  but  he  said : — 

"  You  will  always  find  that  an  institution 
which  has  to  be  revolutionised  is,  before  being 
revolutionised,  undergoing  a  great  process  of 
reform,  and  the  fact  that  the  Welsh  Church 
is  improving,  the  fact  that  it  is  showing  re- 
newed activity  and  vigour  in  every  branch,  is 
only  an  indication  that  it  belongs  to  that  large 
number  of  institutions  which  require  revolu- 
tionary reform,  and  the  fact  that  it  shows  this 
improvement  is  only  another  proof  of  the 
fact." 

And  he  quoted  the  French  Kevolution, 
and  he  might  have  quoted — and  I  think 
he  might  have  quoted  accurately — a 
very  large  number  of  historical 
facts,  of  which  he  if  any  Member 
in  this  House,  is  a  complete  and  ack- 
nowledged master.  The  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  drew  the  inference 
from  this  fact,  the  conclusion  that  the 
Welsh  Church  ought  to  be  at  once  des- 
troyed and  disestablished.  I  draw  a 
very  different  conclusion.  I  admit 
with  him  that  history  shows  many 
examples  of  institutions  which  were  in 
a  fair  way  of  reforming  themselves, 
which  showed  every  sign  of  growth 
and  of  progress,  and  whose  existence 
was  brought  to  an  untimely  end  by  the 
hands  of  so-called  reformers.  But  the 
deductions  I  make  from  these  historical 
facts  is  that  the  gentlemen  who  dub 
themselves  reformers,  and  are  some- 
times so  described  by  subsequent  his- 
torians, have  really  much  less  to  do 
with  the  progress  and  improvement  of 
human  affairs  than  either  they  or  the 
historians  are  apt  to  suppose.  I  cannot 
help  thinking  that  if  this  process  of 
spontaneous  improvement  and  growth 
from  within  were  sometimes  allowed 
to  continue  a  little  longer  by  reformers 
of  the  complexion  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman,  the  world  would 
not  progress  slower,  but  would  progress 
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more  rapidly,  and  certainly  much  more 
smoothly,  and  with  much  less  em- 
bittered controversy.  I  assume  then 
that  it  is  not  on  natural  grounds  that 
the  Church  is  to  be  Disestablished,  nor 
on  the  ground  that  it  is  not  showing  the 
powers  of  reforming  itself.  Is  it  then 
on  the  ground  that  the  doctrine  it 
teaches  is  a  doctrine  wThich  this  country 
cannot  sanction  —  a  doctrine  wThich 
should  be  stamped  out  and  suppressed 
by  every  means  at  the  disposal  of  the 
British  Parliament  ?  Of  course  we  on 
this  side  of  the  House  do  not  take  this 
view.  Nor  do  I  understand  lion. 
Gentlemen  opposite  to  take  it,  because 
they  are  good  enough  to  assure  us  that 
if  only  we  were  to  Disestablish  the 
Welsh  Church  it  would  be  stronger 
than  ever,  and  the  doctrine  it  preaches 
it  will  preach  with  renewed  effi cacy  and 
increase  of  life.  That  being  so — and 
whether  it  is  so  or  not  I  will  say  a 
word  directly  —  at  all  events  it 
shows  this,  that  hon.  Gentleman  do 
not  object  to  the  Established 
Church  because  they  object  to  the 
doctrine  taught  by  the  Established 
Church.  But,  if  they  do  object  to  it, 
then  according  to  their  own  principle  it 
ought  to  be  maintained,  because  no- 
thing could  so  much  wreaken  its  strength 
as  to  allowr  it  to  remain  in  connection 
writh  the  State.  I  quite  admit — and  I 
fully  and  freely  admit — that  there  are  a 
very  large  number  of  Gentlemen  who 
are  in  favour  of  Disestablishment 
upon  abstract,  general,  and  historical 
grounds ;  but  I  cannot  admit,  with 
the  facts  before  me,  that  those  who 
desire  the  Disestablishment  of  the 
Welsh  Church,  desire  it  upon  abstract, 
or  historical  grounds.  They  want  Dis- 
establishment, because  they  want  Dis- 
endowment.  Disestablishment  is  on 
their  lips,  Disestablishment  is  in  their 
^Resolution,  but  what  they  want  is  Dis- 
endowment.  It  is  not  reform  they 
desire,  but  plunder.  Envy,  envy,  not 
piety  is  the  motive  of  their  action. 
Some  hon.  Gentlemau  has  stood  up 
this  evening,  and  has  told  us  that  the 
Church  would  be  more  efficient  in  a 
condition  of  Apostolic  poverty.  I  apply 
that  principle  to  the  Nonconformist 
Body  to  which  they  belong.  Do  they 
think  that  this  Nonconformist  Body,  if 
deprived  of  their  endowments,  if  de- 
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prived  of  those  gifts  made  to  them 
time  to  time  by  pious  and  pi 
spirited  members  of  their  congr 
tions,  do  they  think  that  the 
conformist  Bodies  would  do  their 
more  efficiently  than  they  are  doi 
now  ?  I  understand  that  they  a 
energetic  in  obtaining  gifts  and  en 
ments  for  their  Body,  and  that 
show  as  much  zeal  and  public  i 
as  any  member  of  the  Establi 
Church ;  and  I  fail  altogether  to  ui 
stand  why,  if  poverty  is  to  be  < 
great  a  benefit  to  the  Establi 
Church,  it  is  not  to  be  applied  wit 
equal  hand  to  all  other  denomina 
writhin  the  limits  of  the  four  seas. 
truth  is,  that  behind  this  cr 
religious  equality  lurks  a  great  fal 
For  my  own  part,  I  should  desii 
see  ever}-  teaching  religious  body 
sperous,  well  endowed,  and  abl 
carry  on  to  the  best  advantage 
work  entrusted  to  it.  That  is 
equality  which  I  desire,  and  in  rehj 
and  in  other  matters,  I  also  wis 
see  equality  with  regard  to 
sections  of  the  community  anc 
individuals,  providing  that  equ 
means  giving  to  those  who  have 
what  they  lack,  and  not  taking  f 
from  those  that  have,  that  which 
can  put  to  a  useful  purpose.  Equ 
in  the  one  sense  is  a  great  p 
cal  ideal  ;  in  the  other  sense 
desire  for  equality  is  the  meanest  c 
political  passions.  I  cannot  help  tl 
ing  sometimes  those  who  desire  t< 
prive  the  Established  Church  of 
property  which  was  from  timeir 
morial  given  to  her  by  pious  u 
bers  who  were  of  her  faith  down  t< 
generation  and  the  year  in  whic 
live — I  cannot  help  thinking  that  1 
who  desire  to  deprive  her  of  those ; 
means  of  public  utility,  are,  pei 
unconsciously,  more  animated  bj 
wish  to  take  away  from  the  Cr 
that  which  she  has,  than  to  give  t 
Nonconformists  that  which  they 
not.  Now,  is  it  not  time  that  ' 
who  desire  what  is  erroneously  c 
Disestablishment,  but  is  really  E 
dowment,  are  much  more  interest 
taking  away  the  money  which 
Church  has,  than  in  applying  it  U 
new  purposes?  They  never  tel 
what  they  are  going  to  do  with  it, 
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metier  pretend  that  they  have  objects  of 
lugher'&nd  more  sacred  value  than  the 
«nd&.and  johjects  which  are  now  sub- 
served by  tthiM  endowments.  They  do 
Sot  contend    that    their    notions    of 

Suality  would  be  satisfied  if  the  money 
ken  away  from  the  Established  Church 
were  thereupon  tossed  into  the  sea.  I 
do  not  say  that  they  would  not  like  to 
nee  it  for  some  other  purpose,  but  that 
rather  than  leave  it  to  the  Established 
Church  they  would  like  to  see  its 
whole  wealth  destroyed  from  off  the 
face  of  the  earth,  and  the  clergy 
reduced  to  that  position  which  they  have 
indicated.  We  must  all  of  us  have 
seen  in  countries  which  have  been  long 
inhabited,  ancient  buildings  which  have 
been  destroyed  and  wrecked  in  order 
that  out  of  their  fragments  might  be 
constructed  some  new  jerry  building, 
eome  new  ephemeral  structure,  in- 
tended to  meet  the  passing  wants  of 
the  moment,  and  we  must  all  have  felt 
how  tragic  was  the  fate  of  those 
ancient  palaces  and  churches  so  mis- 
used for  baser  purposes.  Does  not 
experience  show  that  it  is  the  same 
with  the  pillage  of  national  Churches  ? 
I  do  not  suppose  that  in  these  days 
the  plunder  would  be  devoted  to  in- 
creasing the  fortunes  of  a  Court 
favourite.  Those  days  are  passed. 
But  I  have  no  evidence  that  the 
plunder  would  be  disposed  of  in  a 
better  way.  It  would  be  handed  over, 
I  presume,  as  a  prey  to  wTire-pullers 
tod  electioneered  to  be  squandered  on 
the  object  which,  for  the  moment, 
happened  to  tickle  the  fancy  of  the 
electorate  of  the  day.  A  few  years 
would  pass,  and  the  endowment  made 
by  the  pious  donors  of  15  generations 
would  be  dissipated  on  this  or  that 
scheme,  and  would  leave  not  a  trace  or 
Wreck  behind  it,  leaving  the  Church 
permanently  poorer  for  all  the  great 
objects  for  which  she  was  called  into 
existence.  The  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Aberdeen  asked  us  whether 
We  could  permanently  defend  the  posi- 
tion we  have  taken  up.  He  told  us 
that  by  giving  up  the  Church  in  Wales 
we  should  strengthen  the  Church  in 
England.  We  are  familiar  with  that  ar- 
gument. I  notice  that  it  is  not  usually 
employed  by  the  friends  of  the  Church. 
I   notice    that    those    who  are  most 


anxious  for  the  Disestablishment  of  the 
Church  in  Wales,  and  who  spend 
money  to  get  it  Disestablished,  are  not 
those  who  desire  to  see  the  Establish- 
ment maintained  in  England.  I  suppose 
they  know  their  business  to  the  full  as 
well  as  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
for  Aberdeen ;  but,  Sir,  I  believe,  and 
I  think,  that  in  this  respect  I  speak  for 
every  single  Member  who  sits  on  this  side 
of  the  House,  and  for  many  who  sit  on 
the  other  side,  that  the  fate  of  the 
Church  in  Wales  is  indissolubly  bound 
up  with  the  fate  of  the  Church  in  Eng- 
land, and  I  believe  that  both  in  England 
and  in  Wales  the  Church  can  be,  and 
will  be  defended  by  this  House.  I 
admit  that  hon.  Gentlemen  have  had 
— and  doubtless  will  have  in  the  future 
— large  minorities  in  the  Lobbies  of 
this  House.  But  they  belong  to  a 
Party  which  is  irrevocably  committed 
to  a  policy  by  which  so  vast  a  measure 
as  Disestablishment  must  be  placed 
further  and  further  into  the  far  future ; 
they  belong  to  a  Party  which  is  com- 
mitted to  a  series  of  measures  which 
must  postpone  indefinitely,  so  far  as  I 
can  see,  even  if  the  country  agree  to 
it,  the  serious  consideration  of  anything 
so  formidable  as  a  Disestablishment 
Bill.  But  I  have  the  conviction  that 
the  Church  of  England  and  the  Church 
of  Wales  are  destined  in  the  indefinite 
future  to  maintain  the  position  they  have 
maintained  throughout  an  almost  in- 
definite past,  and  if  I  can  interpret  in 
any  way  the  currents  of  public  opinion, 
if  I  am  right  in  seeing  below  the  surface 
of  Parliamentry  Debates  and  Parlia- 
mentary Divisions  the  true  direction 
in  which  the  thought  of  this  country 
runs,  I  do  not  think  that  it  runs  in  the 
direction  of  Disestablishment.  I  believe 
that  perhaps  after  a  long  re-action  men 
are  more  and  more  coming  to  the  con- 
clusion that  religion  is  the  essence  of 
society,  and  that  society  cannot  be  held 
together  if  religion  perishes  or  is 
atrophied.  While  I  recognise  that  ten- 
dency, and  that  current  of  public 
opinion,  I  think  I  also  see  that  more 
and  more  people  are  disposed  to  think 
that  if  religion  be  one  of  the  great 
interests  of  society,  if  it  be  in  truth 
one  of  the  things  which  we  should 
foster  to  the  best  of  our  ability,  it  is  to  an 
Established    Church — not    alone,   but 
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principally — that  that  great  duty  should 
be  assigned. 

(11.30.)     Sir      WILLIAM      HAR- 
COURT  (Derby) :  I  do  not  think,  Sir, 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  could 
have  more  accurately  defined  the  dis- 
tinction which  divides  that  side  of  the 
House  from  this  than  in  stating  that, 
in  his  belief,  religion  principally  depends 
upon  Establishment.   We  are  ready,  as 
soon  as  he  chooses  to  take  the  opinion 
of  the   country   on   that   point.      Sir, 
the  whole   course  of  the    right   hon. 
Gentleman's  speech,  if  he  will  allow  me 
to   say  so,   depends  upon  the  fallacy 
of    identifying    the    Church    with   an 
Establishment.       In      my      opinion, 
an    Establishment    is    not    a    source 
of      strength     to    the     Church,     but 
a     source     of     weakness,     and     the 
attempt  to  represent  that  men  who  are 
hostile    to  Establishment   are    there- 
fore   enemies    of    the     Church  is    to 
represent  a  state  of  things,  which,  at 
all  events,  in  my  opinion,  is  contrary 
to  the  fact.     We  have  had,  in  many 
respects,  an  interesting  Debate,  and  I 
thought  it  a  promising  Debate  when 
I  heard   the    speech    of    the  Solicitor 
General.    He  declared  uncompromising 
opposition    to    the   principles   of   this 
Motion.    Well,  Sir,  we  have  had  many 
uncompromising  statements  from  the 
Solicitor  General,  but  I  have  always 
•  observed  that  those  statements  seriously 
compromised  the  situation.      It  is  only 
a  few  years  ago  that,   upon   another 
subject,  we  had   an   emphatic  "  No " 
from  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman, 
and  yet  last  night  we  had  an  emphatic 
"Yes"  from  him  upon  the  same  sub- 
ject.    Therefore,  when  I   hear  of  his 
uncompromising  opposition  I  confess  I 
am   not    alarmed.     We    had   another 
speech — a  speech  which,  I  suppose,  is 
intended  to  represent  the  animus  and 
spirit  of  the  clergy  for  whom  the  hon. 
Member  for  Bradford  is  supposed  to 
speak.      If  you  want  to  know  why  the 
Establishment  and  why  the  clergy  are 
not  beloved  of  the  Welsh  people  you 
have  only  to  listen  to  that  speech.    The 
hon.    Member    complained  with   acri- 
mony of  a  language  which  he  did  not 
understand.     We  are  able  ourselves  to 
appreciate    the   acrimony  of  language 
which     we     do     not     understand.      I 
-desire    no   better   illustration   of  why 
Mr.  A,  J.  Balfour^ 


the  Church  in  Wales  is  alien  to  the 
affections  of  the  people  than    in   that 
speech,  which  is  understood  to   be  a 
representation  of  the  spirit  and  tradi- 
tions of  the  Church.     I  confess  that 
I   heard    with    some    satisfaction   the 
speech  of  the  Solicitor  General,  because 
I  observe   that    the    speeches    of   the 
Solicitor  General  resemble  that  darkest 
hour  which  is  always  supposed  to  pre- 
cede the  dawn ;  though  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member's  speeches  are  always 
ingenious,  always  eloquent,  and  always 
frank — so  much  I   must   do   him   the 
justice  to  admit.     Now  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman    the    First    Lord    of    the 
Treasury    expressed  his    readiness  to 
rest  upon  statistics.     He  thought  the 
arithmetical  argument  was  conclusive 
in   his    favour.     He    complained  that 
there  had  been  no  census  in  Wales 
upon  this  subject.     Yes,  Sir,  there  is 
a  census  which  must  be  taken  every 
seven  years,  and  which  will  be  taken 
again  before  long.     What  is  the  census 
of  the  polling  booths  in  Wales  ?    That 
census    represents     every     registered 
householder  in  Wales;    and  is  it  not 
a  singular  thing  if  you  maintain  that 
the  majority  of  the  Welsh  people  are 
in  favour  of  the  Established  Church, 
that  you  should  have  an  almost  unani- 
mous voice  from  the  Welsh  people  against 
the    Established    Church?    For  any 
man  of  common  sense,  that  will  dispose 
of  the  statistical  argument.    I  should 
like  to  hear  the  answer  to  that.   If 
you  have  a  majority    of   the   "Welsh 
people — if  you  have  the  Welsh  people 
almost  unanimous — against  the  Estab- 
lished Church,  how  can  you  deny  that  the 
majority    of    the    Welsh    people  are 
adverse  to  -the  Established  Church? 
Then,  why  do  not   a  majority  of  the 
people  elect  Members  in  favour  of  the 
Established  Church?    Then  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  has  another  argument— the 
argument  from  antiquity.     We  know 
the  view  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
on  the  subject  of  antiquity.     He  gave 
it  to  us  the  other  night.     He  says  he 
has  a  preference  for  stupid  things  that 
have  been  done  before,  which  he  thinks 
are  better  than  wise  things  which  are 
new.      There    again    the    right    hon. 
Gentleman  has  accurately  denned  the 
differences  between  that    side   of  the 
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House  and  this.  The  Party  opposite 
are  the  historical  and  traditional  re- 
presentatives of  stupid  things  which 
have  been  done  before,  and  we  are 
the  advocates  of  the  wise  things 
which  are  new.  I  am  extremely  glad 
to  find  that  I  am  so  entirely  at  one 
with  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  in  his 
definition  of  the  political  situation. 
He  says  we  are  proposing  to  stamp  out 
the  doctrine  of  the  Church  in  Wales 
because  we  object  to  Establishment 
and  Endowment.  Is  the  doctrine  of 
the  Church  to  be  stamped  out  ? 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR  (interrupting) : 
I  did  not  say  so. 

Sir.  W.  HARCOURT :  I  have  no 
intention  of  misrepresenting  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  but  I  gathered  that 
from  his  observations.  Well,  then,  we 
agree  with  the  right  -hon.  Gentleman 
that  Disestablishment  and  Disendow- 
ment  do  not  affect  the  doctrine  of  the 
Church  at  all. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  Will  not 
stamp  it  out. 

Sir  W.  HARCOURT:  Will  not 
stamp  it  out.  But  will  it  injure  the 
doctrine?  If  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man asserts  that  the  doctrine  of  the 
Church  will  be  injured,  I  cannot  agree 
with  him  there.  Now,  upon  the  ques- 
tion of  numerical  majority,  I  cannot 
set  that  aside  in  so  philosophical  a 
manner  as  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
does.  It  has  been  called  to-night  by 
the  Solicitor  General  a  separatist  argu- 
ment, and  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  has  referred  to  the  speech 
of  my  right  hon.  Friend  the  Member 
for  Midlothian.  But  where  did  my 
right  hon.  Friend  take  that  from  ?  He 
took  it  from  the  speech  of  a  gentleman 
whom  we  are  sorry  to  miss  in  this 
House — from  a  speech  made  by  the 
present  Duke  of  Devonshire  in  reference 
to  the  Church  of  Scotland.  Lord 
Hartington  declared  he  was  ready  to 
support  the  Disestablishment  of  the 
Church  in  Scotland  as  soon  as  he  was 
satisfied  that  a  majority  of  the  people  of 
Scotland  were  in  favour  of  that .  Well,  is 
that  a  separatist  argument?  I  do  not  know 
whether  the  representative  of  the  Duke 
of  Devonshire  here  (Mr.  Chamberlain) 
holds  that  opinion  ?  I  hardly  think  he 
will  confirm  the  Solicitor  General  in 
the  opinion  that  this  is  a  separatist 


argument.  Why,  it  is  obvious  you 
cannot  found  a  National  Church  upon 
a  minority  of  the  people — nobody  ever 
dreamed  of  such  a  foundation  for  a 
National  Church  supported  by  the  State. 
What  business  has  the  State  to  support 
as  a  National  Church  a  Church  which 
is  only  the  Church  of  a  minority  ?  The 
old  theory  of  the  foundation  of  a 
National  Church  was,  that  it  was  the 
universal  religion  in  the  State,  and, 
indeed,  it  was  the  compulsory  religion 
of  the  State  in  former  days.  But  there 
is  no  question  about  that  now.  Now, 
I  heard  the  most  dangerous 
doctrine  from  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man. He  wished,  he  said,  to  see  all 
religious  sects  endowed.  Has  the 
Unionist  party  then  adopted  the 
principle  of  concurrent  endowment? 
He  wished,  he  said,  to  see  all  sections 
of  religion  prosperous.  Yes,  and  so  do 
we ;  but  prosperous  through  the  con- 
gregations upon  whom  they  depend,, 
not  from  the  sources  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  alluded  to.  We  are  perfectly 
in  favour  of  religious  denominations,, 
having  the  support  of  members  of  the 
denominations.  I  am  not  going  to 
enter  into  particulars  of  the  Welsh 
question,  which  have  been  dealt  with 
by  gentlemen  more  familiar  with  them 
than  I  am ;  but,  in  the  short  time  I 
intend  to  occupy  the  time  of  the  House,, 
I  desire  to  say  a  few  words  upon  the 
question  whether  or  not  Establish- 
ment and  Endowment  strengthen  a 
Church.  That  seems  to  be  assumed 
by  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite,  but  I  think 
we  have  good  reasons  for  believing 
exactly  the  opposite.  Nobody  ac- 
quainted with  the  present  social  condi- 
tion of  England  can  have  failed  to 
perceive  the  enormous  difference  in  the 
position  occupied  by  the  Church  of 
Engla  .d  in  the  great  towns  and  in 
counti  v  districts.  In  the  great  towns 
of  En. 'and  the  Anglican  Church  is 
strong,  is  rich,  powerful  and  influential. 
It  has  in  my  opinion  grown  in  power 
and  influence  among  the  town  popula- 
tions. And  why  ?  You  know  perfectly 
well  that  in  the  large  and  prosperous 
towns  Establishment  and  Endowment 
play  a  very  small  part  in  the  history  of 
the  Church.  The  wealth  of  the  Church 
there  does  not  come  from  the  State  or 
from  Endowment,   it  comes  from  the 
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principally — that  that  great  duty  should 
be  assigned. 

(11.30.)     Sir      WILLIAM      HAK- 
COUET  (Derby)  :  I  do  not  think,  Sir, 
that  the  right  hon.   Gentleman  could 
have  more  accurately  defined  the  dis- 
tinction which  divides  that  side  of  the 
House  from  this  than  in  stating  that, 
in  his  belief,  religion  principally  depends 
upon  Establishment.    We  are  ready,  as 
soon  as  he  chooses  to  take  the  opinion 
of  the   country   on   that   point.      Sir, 
the   whole   course   of   the    right   hon. 
Gentleman's  speech,  if  he  will  allow  me 
to   say  so,   depends  upon  the   fallacy 
•  of    identifying    the    Church    with    an 
Establishment.       In       my      opinion, 
an    Establishment    is    not    a     source 
of      strength     to     the     Church,     but 
a     source     of     weakness,     and     the 
attempt  to  represent  that  men  who  are 
hostile    to   Establishment   are    there- 
fore   enemies    of    the     Church   is    to 
represent  a  state  of  things,  which,  at 
all  events,  in  my  opinion,  is  contrary 
to  the  fact.     We  have   had,  in  manv 
respects,  an  interesting  Debate,  and  I 
thought  it  a  promising  Debate  when 
I  heard   the    speech    of    the  Solicitor 
General.    He  declared  uncompromising 
opposition    to    the   principles   of   this 
Motion.    Well,  Sir,  we  have  had  many 
uncompromising   statements  from  the 
Solicitor  General,  but  I  have  always 
■  observed  that  those  statements  seriously 
compromised  the  situation.      It  is  only 
a  few   years  ago  that,   upon   another 
subject,  we  had   an   emphatic  "  No " 
from  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman, 
and  yet  last  night  we  had  an  emphatic 
"  Yes  "  from  him  upon  the  same  sub- 
ject.    Therefore,  when  I   hear   of  his 
uncompromising  opposition  I  confess  I 
am   not    alarmed.     We    had   another 
speech — a  speech  which,  I  suppose,  is 
intended  to  represent  the  animus  and 
spirit  of  the  clergy  for  whom  the  hon. 
Member  for  Bradford  is  supposed  to 
speak.      If  you  want  to  know  why  the 
Establishment  and  why  the  clergy  are 
not  beloved  of  the  Welsh  people  you 
have  only  to  listen  to  that  speech.    The 
hon.    Member    complained  with   acri- 
mony of  a  language  which  he  did  not 
understand.     We  are  able  ourselves  to 
appreciate    the   acrimony  of  language 
which     we     do     not     understand.      I 
•desire    no   better   illustration   of  why 
Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour- 


the  Church  in  Wales  is  alien  to  the 
affections  of  the  people  than  in  tbt  I- 
speech,  which  is  understood  to  be  1 1:" 
representation  of  the  spirit  and  trafr 
tions  of  the  Church.     I  confess  that 
I   heard    with    some    satisfaction  the 
speech  of  the  Solicitor  General,  became 
I  observe   that    the    speeches  of  the 
Solicitor  General  resemble  that  darkest  £ 
hour  which  is  always  supposed  to  pre- 
cede the  dawn ;  though  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member's  speeches  are  always 
ingenious,  always  eloquent,  and  always 
frank — so  much  I   must  do  him  the 
justice  to  admit.     Now  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman    the    First    Lord    of    the 
Treasury    expressed   his    readiness  to 
rest  upon  statistics.     He  thought  the 
arithmetical  argument  was  conclusive 
in    his    favour.     He    complained  that 
there   had  been  no  census  in  "Wales 
upon  this  subject.     Yes,  Sir,  there  is 
a  census  which  must  be  taken  every 
seven  years,  and  which  will  be  taken 
again  before  long.     What  is  the  census 
of  the  polling  booths  in  Wales  ?    That 
census     represents     every     registered 
householder  in  Wales;    and  is  it  not 
a  singular  thing  if  you  maintain  that 
the  majority  of  the  Welsh  people  are 
in  favour  of  the  Established  Church! 
that  you  should  have  an  almost  unani- 
mous voice  from  the  Welsh  people  against 
the    Established    Church?     For  any 
man  of  common  sense,  that  will  dispose 
of  the  statistical  argument.     I  should 
like  to  hear  the  answer  to  that.   K 
you   have  a  majority    of    the   Welsh 
people — if  you  have  the  Welsh  peopk 
almost  unanimous — against  the  Estab- 
lished Church,  how  can  you  deny  that  the 
majority    of    the    Welsh    people  are 
adverse  to    the  Established  Church? 
Then,  why  do  not   a  majority  of  the 
people  elect  Members  in  favour  of  the 
Established  Church?    Then  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  has  another  argument — the 
argument  from  antiquity.     We  know 
the  view  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
on  the  subject  of  antiquity.    He  gave 
it  to  us  the  other  night.     He  says  be 
has  a  preference  for  stupid  things  that 
have  been  done  before,  which  he  thinks 
are  better  than  wise  things  which  are 
new.      There    again    the    right   hon. 
Gentleman  has  accurately  defined  the 
differences  between  that    side  of  the 
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louse  and  this.  The  Party  opposite 
jce  the  historical  and  traditional  re- 
iresentatives  of  stupid  things  which 
lave  been  done  before,  and  we  are 
be  advocates  of  the  wise  things 
rhich  are  new.     I  am  extremely  glad 

0  find  that  I  am  so  entirely  at  one 
rith  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  in  his 
lefinition  of  the  political  situation. 
le  says  we  are  proposing  to  stamp  out 
he  doctrine  of  the  Church  in  Wales 
teeause  we  object  to  Establishment 
ad  Endowment.  Is  the  doctrine  of 
he  Church  to  be  stamped  out  ? 

Mb.  A.  J.  BALFOUR  (interrupting) : 
,  did  not  say  so. 

Sib.  W.  HARCOUKT :  I  have  no 
atention  of  misrepresenting  the  right 
ion.  Gentleman,  but  I  gathered  that 
rom  his  observations.  Well,  then,  we 
gree  with  the  right  -non.  Gentleman 
hat  Disestablishment  and  Disendow- 
oent  do  not  affect  the  doctrine  of  the 
church  at  all. 

Mb.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  Will  not 
tamp  it  out. 

Sib  W.  HARCOURT:  Will  not 
fcamp  it  out.  But  will  it  injure  the 
loctrine?  If  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man asserts  that  the  doctrine  of  the 
Smrch  will  be  injured,  I  cannot  agree 
rith  him  there.  Now,  upon  the  ques- 
ion  of  numerical  majority,  I  cannot 
et  that  aside  in  so  philosophical  a 
aanner  as  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
fces.  It  has  been  called  to-night  by 
he  Solicitor  General  a  separatist  argu- 
ment, and  the  hon.  and  learned 
ientleman  has  referred  to  the  speech 

1  my  right  hon.  Friend  the  Member 
ar  Midlothian.  But  where  did  my 
ight  hon.  Friend  take  that  from  ?  He 
ook  it  from  the  speech  of  a  gentleman 
rfiom  we  are  sorry  to  miss  in  this 
louse — from  a  speech  made  by  the 
'resent  Duke  of  Devonshire  in  reference 
o  the  Church  of  Scotland.  Lord 
lartington  declared  he  was  ready  to 
apport  the  Disestablishment  of  the 
'hurch  in  Scotland  as  soon  as  he  was 
itisfied  that  a  majority  of  the  people  of 
Gotland  were  in  favour  of  that.  Well,  is 
lata  separatist  argument?  I  do  not  know 
hether  the  representative  of  the  Duke 

Devonshire  here  (Mr.  Chamberlain) 
)lds  that  opinion  ?  I  hardly  think  he 
ill  confirm  the  Solicitor  General  in 
e  opinion  that  this  is  a  separatist 


argument.  Why,  it  is  obvious  you 
cannot  found  a  National  Church  upon 
a  minority  of  the  people — nobody  ever 
dreamed  of  such  a  foundation  for  a 
National  Church  supported  by  the  State. 
What  business  has  the  State  to  support 
as  a  National  Church  a  Church  which 
is  only  the  Church  of  a  minority  ?  The 
old  theory  of  the  foundation  of  a 
National  Church  was,  that  it  was  the 
universal  religion  in  the  State,  and, 
indeed,  it  was  the  compulsory  religion 
of  the  State  in  former  days.  But  there 
is  no  question  about  that  now.  Now, 
I  heard  the  most  dangerous 
doctrine  from  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man. He  wished,  he  said,  to  see  all 
religious  sects  endowed.  Has  the 
Unionist  party  then  adopted  the 
principle  of  concurrent  endowment? 
He  wished,  he  said,  to  see  all  sections 
of  religion  prosperous.  Yes,  and  so  do 
we ;  but  prosperous  through  the  con- 
gregations upon  whom  they  depend,, 
not  from  the  sources  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  alluded  to.  We  are  perfectly 
in  favour  of  religious  denominations,, 
having  the  support  of  members  of  the 
denominations.  I  am  not  going  to 
enter  into  particulars  of  the  Welsh 
question,  which  have  been  dealt  with 
by  gentlemen  more  familiar  with  them 
than  I  am ;  but,  in  the  short  time  I 
intend  to  occupy  the  time  of  the  House,. 
I  desire  to  say  a  few  words  upon  the 
question  whether  or  not  Establish- 
ment and  Endowment  strengthen  a 
Church.  That  seems  to  be  assumed 
by  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite,  but  I  think 
we  have  good  reasons  for  believing 
exactly  the  opposite.  Nobody  ac- 
quainted with  the  present  social  condi- 
tion of  England  can  have  failed  to 
perceive  the  enormous  difference  in  the 
position  occupied  by  the  Church  of 
England  in  the  great  towns  and  in 
counti  v  districts.  In  the  great  towns 
of  En. J and  the  Anglican  Church  is 
strong,  is  rich,  powerful  and  influential. 
It  has  in  my  opinion  grown  in  power 
and  influence  among  the  town  popula- 
tions. And  why  ?  You  know  perfectly 
well  that  in  the  large  and  prosperous 
towns  Establishment  and  Endowment 
play  a  very  small  part  in  the  history  of 
the  Church.  The  wealth  of  the  Church 
there  does  not  come  from  the  State  or 
from  Endowment,   it  comes  from  the 
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munificence  of  its  congregations.    There 
the  Church  relies  upon  its  own  efforts, 
and  there  it  is  powerful  and  rich.    Take 
this  great  metropolis  outside  the  City 
of  London.    The  endowments  are  insig- 
nificant, but  the  support  given  to  the 
Church   by   subscriptions  is  immense. 
It  is  only  within  the  City  of  London 
that    you   find   churches  with  endow- 
ments, but  without  congregations.  Turn 
to  the  rural  districts ;   is  it  the  same 
thing   there?     Why,   I  might  ask  the 
Gentlemen  opposite  as  much  as  those 
who   sit   behind   me,  is  the  parson  a 
popular  character   in   rural   districts? 
("  Yes.")     Is  he?    I  ask  the  candidates 
for  the   Eastern   Counties   what  they 
think?        I     know     it      is     not      the 
fact.       I    know    that    the    gentlemen 
who    rely     on     the     support    of     the 
clergy   in    rural    elections    rely  on    a 
broken  reed.     What  is  the  meaning  of 
this  unpopularity  of  the  parson  in  rural 
districts?     It  is  not   the  fault  of  the 
men,   for   they   are   men    of    elevated 
character,   high    education,   and   they 
bear  blameless    lives,    and    discharge 
their  duties  to  the  best  of  their  ability. 
(Interruptions.)    I  should  have  thought 
hon.    Members   opposite    would    have 
joined   in   that  view;    I   am   sorry  to 
find  they  do  not.     But  the  position  of 
the  Clergy  is  altogether  different  in  the 
rural   districts  from   the     position    in 
populous    towns ;    for    there    (in    the 
country)  the  Church  is  ostentatiously 
Established  and  Endowed,  and  becomes 
a  Militant  Church.     It   is   a  Militant 
Establishment.     The  Solicitor-General 
said  he   thought   we   had   very   much 
improved ;  that  we  had  got  rid*  of  the 
drinking    parson    and     the     gambling 
parson,  and  he  hoped  we  should   get 
rid  of  the  magisterial  parson.     So   do 
I,   for  I  know  something   of  the  sen- 
tences  of     magisterial    parsons.      The 
Solicitor-General  went   on   to   say  he 
thought   we   were   getting   rid   of    the 
political  parson.     Now,  I  have  a  high 
opinion  of  the  power  of  the  Solicitor- 
General  ;  but  if  he  is  going  to  get  rid 
of  the  political  parson,  he  is  going  to 
accomplish  a  labour  equal  to  the  greatest 
of  Hercules'.    Are  there  any  signs  of  our 
getting  rid  of  political  parsons  ?    No  ; 
the  Clergy  are  more  political  now  than 
ever  they  were  in  former  times.    What 
has  inspired  the  bitter  spirit  of  Party  poli- 
Sir  W.  Harcourt 


tics  in  the  Church  and  among  Noncon- 
formists ?    Yes,  among  Nonconformist 
too !  It  is  the  question  of  Disestablish 
ment  and  Disendowment — the  detent 
on  one  side,  the  attack  on  the  other 
What  is  it  that  has  made  the  Clerg 
from  generation  to  generation  the  op 
ponents    of    all    reform  ?    When  tb 
question  of  slavery  arose,  who  were  tb 
anti-slavery  party  ?  The  Church  party 
No ;    everbody    knows  that  the  anti 
slavery  party  was   the  Nonconforms 
party.     Why  was  that  ?    Because  a 
that  time  slavery   was  an  establishes 
institution.     Why  is  it  that  the  Chord 
has  always  found  it  necessary  to  pa 
itself  upon  the  side  of  vested  interests 
Because  it  is  a  vested  interest  itself 
Why  is  it  that  on  every  reform,  whethei 
the  reform  is  upon  a  matter  of  religion 
which   you   might  understand,  or  ob 
such  questions  as  the  suffrage,  you  have 
always  found  the  Established  Church 
opposed  to   these  reforms  ?    (Cries  of 
"  Divide.")     One  has  a  right  to  expect 
from  hon.  Members  opposite  that  they 
will  listen,  though  they  may  dispute  on 
principle.     I  say  it  is  a  proposition  no 
man   can    deny  that  the  Church  has 
been,  as  a  body,  opposed  from  genera- 
tion to  generation  to  all  measures  d 
reform.     In  my  opinion  that  has  done 
the    Church  great   injury  among  the 
people.     Often  do  we  hear  the  pnra» 
"  divorcing  the  people  from  the  soil," 
and    in     my    opinion     Estabh'shmeflt 
and    Endowment     have    led    to  this 
feeling,     and    have     done    much  to 
divorce  the  Church  from    the  hearts 
of    the    people.     That  is   the  history 
of  the  unpleasantness,  the  bitterness, 
which  exists  against  the  Church  in 
Wales.    Look  at  the  Universities.  The 
Universities  have  rejected  every  man 
who  has  been  a  supporter  of  reform. 
Lord  Lansdowne,  Lord  Palmerston,  Sir 
Robert  Peel,  my  right  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Midlothian,  great  and  dis- 
tinguished men,  could  not  represent  the 
Universities.      We   have  now  in  the 
House  two  of  the  most  distinguished 
men  who  ever  represented  Universities 
— first  in  science,  first  in  scholarship  in 
England,  and,  I  might  say,  in  Europe ; 
but  what  chance  would  these  gentle 
men  have  had  to  represent  the  Univer- 
sities here  if  they  had  not  belonged  to 
the   Anti-Reforming  Party.     All  their 
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science,  all  their  learning,  would  not  have 
4wailed  if  they  had  not  been  "  sound  " 
<m  the  Irish  question.  I  say,  then,  that 
Establishment  and  Endowment  have 
done  immense  evil,  and  not  good,  to 
the  Church.  The  Church  of  England 
fceing  established  as  a  monopoly,  has 
necessarily  placed  the  Church  on  the 
side  of  all  monopolies.  The  Church 
being  itself  established  and  privileged, 
has  ranged  the  Church  on  the  side  of 
privileges  and  in  favour  of  many  abuses. 
In  my  opinion,  so  far  from  adding 
strength  to  the  Church  in  respect  to 
religious  doctrines  and  influence  among 
the  people,  Establishment  and  Endow- 
ment have  been  the  greatest  hindrances 
to  the  Church  in  influence  among  the 
people,  and  it  is  mainly  upon  that 
ground  that  I  support  the  Resolution 
which  is  now  before  us. 

(11.55.)     Question  put. 

The  House  divided  : — Ayes  220  ; 
Noes  267.— (Div.  List,  No.  5.) 

PUBLIC  ACCOUNTS. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  Public 
tacoonts  do  consist  of  Twelve  Members : — 
Ur.  Barran.  Mr.  Bartley,  Mr.  Sydney  Buxton, 
Kr.  Crawford,  Sir  John  Lubbock,  Mr.  Mahony, 
Mr.  Arthur  O'Connor,  Mr.  Salt,  Sir  Ughtred 
£*y-Shuttleworth,  Sir  Richard  Temple,  Mr. 
^odehouse,  and  Sir  John  Gorst. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  have  power  to 
■end  for  persons,  papers,  and  records. — (Sir 
him  Gorst.) 

PARLIAMENTARY  PAPERS 
DISTRIBUTION. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
posed, 

"That  a  Select  Committee  be  appointed  to 
ttdst  Mr.  Speaker  in  superintending  the  form 
tod  regulating  the  Distribution  of  Parliamen- 
tary Papers." — (Sir  Herbert  Maxxoelh) 

(12.15.)  Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Long- 
ford, N.) :  May  I  ask  the  hon.  Baronet, 
*ho  has  charge  of  this  Committee  to 
turn  the  attention  of  the  Committee  to 
&e  mode  in  which   Irish  papers  are 

iealt  with  ?  These  are  always  included 
a  the  Papers  upon  "pink"  form,  so 
hat  to  get  them  Members  have  to 
pecially  order' them.  Now,  as  the 
lajority  in  this  House  are  entirely 
jnorant  upon  most  Irish  matters,  I 
link  that  if  there  are  any  papers  which 


should  be  distributed  as  a  matter  of 
course,  they  are  those  relating  to  Ire- 
land. There  are  matters  nearer  home 
upon  which  it  is  more  desirable  that 
Members  should  inform  themselves — 
that  upon  those  relating  to  distant 
parts  of  the  world — Japan,  Jerusalem, 
or  Madagascar. 

(12.16.)  Sir  HERBERT  MAX- 
WELL  (Wigton) :  The  rule  hitherto 
adopted  in  respect  to  Irish  papers  is 
exactly  the  same  as  that  which  applies 
to  papers  upon  other  matters.  Every 
paper,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  is  put  on  the 
"pink  "  list,  and  is  not  circulated  among 
Members  unless  they  require  it ;  and  the 
only  papers,  as  far  as  my  recollec- 
tion serves  me,  which  are  distri- 
buted without  request  are  Reports 
of  Royal  Commissions,  Reports 
of  Select  Committees,  and  such  papers 
as  have  been  promised  by  Heads  of 
Departments  on  special  occasions  and 
in  anticipation  of  particular  debates. 
Should  the  House  agree  to  the  re-ap« 
pointment  of  the  Committee  I  will  take 
care  that  the  view  the  hon.  Member 
has  just  expressed  is  put  before  the 
Committee,  with  a  view  to  such  regula- 
tions as  may  be  required. 

The  Committee  was  accordingly  nominated 
of:— Mr.  Arthur  Acland,  Mr.  Bartley,  Mr. 
Causton,  Mr.  Arthur  Elliot,  Mr.  Gill,  Mr. 
Howell,  Mr.  James  Maclean,  and  Sir  Herbert 
Maxwell. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  have  power  to 
send  for  persons,  papers,  and  records. 

Ordered,  That  Three  be  the  quorum, 

PUBLIC  PETITIONS. 

Ordered,  That  a  Select  Committee  be  ap- 
pointed, to  whom  shall  be  referred  all  Petitions 
presented  to  the  House,  with  the  exception  of 
such  as  relate  to  Private  Bills  ;  and  that  such 
Committee  do  classify  and  prepare  abstracts 
of  the  same,  in  such  form  and  manner  as  shall 
appear  to  them  best  suited  to  convey  to  the 
House  all  requisite  information  respecting 
their  contents,  and  do  report  the  same  from 
time  to  time  to  the  House ;  and  that  the  reports 
of  the  Committee  do  set  forth  the  number  of 
signatures  to  each  Petition  only  in  respect  to 
those  signatures  to  which  addresses  are  affixed : 
— And  that  such  Committee  have  power  to 
direct  the  printing  in  extemo  of  such  Petitions, 
or  of  such  parts  of  Petitions,  as  shall  appear  to 
require  it: — And  that  such  Committee  have 
power  to  report  their  opinion  and  observations 
therupon  to  the  House : 

The  Committee  was  accordingly  nominated 
of :— Mr.  Hugh  Elliot,  Colonel  Bridgeman,  Mr 


1127 


Pauperism 


{COMMONS}       (England  and  Wales). 


Donald  Crawford,  Mr.  Mulholland  Mr.  Wiggin, 
Mr.  M'Lagan,  Mr.  T.  P.  O  Connor,  Sir  Charles 
Dairy  m  pie,  Mr.  Hanbury-Tracv,  Mr.  Justin 
Huntly  M'Carthy,  Mr.  Tolfemache,  Mr. 
Herbert  Gardner,  Sir  John  Ellis,  Mr.  Bristowe, 
and  Mr.  Biddulph : 

Ordered,  That  Three  be  the  quorum.—  {Mr. 
M'Lagan.) 

SUPERANNUATION        ACTS        AMENDMENT 

BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, Bill  to  amend  the  Acts  relating  to 
Superannuation  Allowances  and  Gratuities  to 
persons  in  the  Public  Service  so  far  as  re- 
spects the  computation  of  successive  service 
in  different  offices,  ordered  to  be  brought  in 
by  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  Sir  Her- 
bert Maxwell,  and  Sir  John  Gorst. 

Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [Bill  191.] 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  (SCOTLAND)  ACT 
(1889)    AMENDMENT    BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  E.  Robertson,  Bill  to 
amend  *cThe  Local  Government  (Scotland) 
Act,  1889,"  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr. 
Edmund  Robertson,  Mr.  Joseph  Bolton,  Mr. 
Donald  Crawford,  Mr.  M'Lagan,  and  Mr. 
Angus  Sutherland. 

Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [Bill  185.] 

VALUATION  OF  LANDS  (SCOTLAND)  LAW 
AMENDMENT    BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  E.  Robertson,  Bill  to 
amend  the  Valuation  of  Lands  (Scotland) 
Acts,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Edmund 
Robertson,  Mr.  Carapbell-Bannerman,  Dr. 
Cameron,  Mr.  Bryce,  and  Mr.  Hunter. 

Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.   [Bill  186.] 

PARLIAMENTARY  ELECTIONS  (VOTES  OF 
SEAMEN)    BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Heneage,  Bill  to  enable 
Master  Mariners,  Engineers,  Seamen,  and 
Fishermen  to  Vote  in  the  Election  of  Members 
of  Parliament  by  means  of  voting  papers, 
ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Heneage, 
Sir  Edward  Birkbeck,  Mr.  Grotrian,  Mr. 
Anstruther,  Mr.  Duff,  Mr.  Maclure,  Sir  Savile 
Crossley,  and  Mr.  Asher. 

Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [Bill  187.] 

GENERAL  POLICE  AND  IMPROVEMENT 
(SCOTLAND)  ACT  (1862)  AMENDMENT  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  J.  P.  Smith,  Bill  to  amend 
"The  General  Police  and  Improvement 
(Scotland)  Act,  1362,"  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  Mr.  Parker  Smith,  Mr.  Caldwell,  Mr. 
Hozier,  and  Mr.  John  Wilson  (Lanark). 

BUI  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [Bill  188.] 


BALLOT  ACT  (1872)  AMENDMEN' 
On  Motion  of  Colonel  Waring,  Billl 
"  The  Ballot  Act,  1872/'  ordered  to  be 
in  by  Colonel  Waring,  Colonel  Sau 
Mr.  Macartney,  Mr.  Webster,  Mr.  Byr 
Mr.  Sinclair,  and  Mr.  Hozier. 
Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [ 

CONTEMPT  OF  COURT  (APPEAL) 
On  Motion  of  Mr.  Warmington, 
giving  a  right  of  Appeal  to  all  perso 
mitted  to  Prison  or  attached  for  Confc 
Court ;  and  for  other  purposes,  order 
brought  in  by  Mr.  Warmington,  Mr. 
Mr.  Cozens-Hardy,  Mr.  Bernard  C< 
Mr.  Gainsford  Bruce,  and  Mr.  Birrell. 
Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [I 

ORDER  OF  THE  DAY, 


FEUS  AND  BUILDING  LEASES 
LAND)  BILL.— (No.  172). 

Order  for  Second  Beading  rea 
discharged. 

Bill  withdrawn. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Donald  Ora 
ordered,  that  leave  be  given  to  bi 
another  Bill  in  lieu  thereof. 

Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [B 


PAUPERISM  (ENGLAND  AND  W, 

Copy  ordered — 

"  Of  monthly  comparative  Statement 
number  of  Paupers  of  all  rlnnsra 
Lunatics  in  Asylums,  Registered  Ho 
and  Licensed  Houses,  and  Vagrants) 
ceipt  of  Relief  in  England  and  Wales 
last  day  of  every  week  in  each  month 
several  years  from  1857  to  1892,  b 
elusive ; " 

"And.  Statements  of  the  number  of  I 
(Lunatics  and  Vagrants  included)  disti 
ing  the  number  of  adult  able-bodied  P 
relieved  on  the  1st  day  of  January,  18 
the  1st  day  of  July,  1892,  respectively.'' 
Long.) 

Copy  presented   accordingly; 
upon   the    Table,    and  to  be  pi 

[No.  78.] 

House  adjourned  at  twenty  n 
after  Twelve  < 
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HOUSE    OF    COMMONS, 
Wednesday,  24th  February,  1892. 


Mr.  Speakeb  was  in  his  place  soon 
fter  12  o'clock,  but  it  was  not  until 
2.40,  and  after  attention  had  been 
ailed  to  the  fact  that  there  were  not 
0  Members  present,  that  a  quorum  was 
acured. 

ORDERS    OF    THE    DAY. 


SHOP  HOURS  BILL.    (No.  26.) 
SECOND  READING. 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

*(12.41.)  Mr.  PRO V AND  (Glasgow, 
llackfriars,  &c.)  :  I  rise  to  move  the 
econd  Reading  of  this  Bill,  the 
bject  of  which  is  to  amend  the 
w  relating  to  the  employment  of 
romen  and  young  persons  in  shops, 
he  only  Act  which  applies  to  the 
nploySs  in  shops  is  the  Shop  Hours 
.egulation  Act,  passed  in  1886,  for  three 
ears,  and  which  consequently  expired 
l  1889,  though  it  has  been  annually 
aiewed  since.  That  Act,  however, 
oly  applies  to  young  persons,  and  the 
ifference  between  it  and  the  Bill  now 
efore  the  House  is  that  we,  in  this 
till,  desire  to  bring  women  within  the 
revisions  of  that  Act,  in  fact  we  desire 
o  re-enact  the  whole  of  it,  adding  the 
pplication  of  it  to  women.  That  is 
be  only  change  we  propose  to  make  in 
he  law.  The  effect  of  the  Shop 
lours  Regulation  Act  has  been  much 
988  than  it  was  expected  it  would  be  at 
he  time  it  was  passed,  and  this  chiefly 
rises  from  the  limitations  in  the  Act 
toelf.  There  was  no  machinery  pro- 
ided  for  putting  the  Act  in  force,  there 
ft*  no  Inspection  Clause  included,  al- 
hough  the  Select  Committee,  to  whom 
he  Bill  was  referred  before  it  was  passed, 
poke  favourably  of  a  clause  cover- 
Qg  Government  inspection,  saying  it 
*ould  be  of  very  great  service.  But 
K>  such  clause  was  inserted  in  the 
lot,  and  consequently  it  is  no  man's 
•Ufflness'  to  see  that  the  law  is 
arried  out.  The  law  then  be- 
*me  inoperative,  and  I  doubt  if  one 
hopkeeper  in  three  knows  of  the  law  he 

VOL.  I.  [new  series.] 


should  observe.  But  there  has  been 
some  benefit  from  that  Act,  even  with 
the  limited  operation  it  has  had,  and 
for  what  has  been  done  under  the  Act 
we  are  chiefly  indebted  to  the  Early 
Closing  Association  in  London,  and 
other  Associations  of  a  similar  kind 
throughout  the  country.  These  Associa- 
tions have  sometimes  notified  offending 
shopkeepers  and  sometimes  have  insti- 
tuted prosecutions.  In  asking  that 
women  should  be  included  in  the  Act, 
we  are  not,  as  every  hon.  Member 
knows,  endeavouring  to  enact  any  fresh 
principle  in  law.  Nearly  50  years  ago 
there  was  an  Act  passed  limiting  the 
working  hours  of  women  to  60  in  the 
week,  and  since  then  there  has  been  a 
steady  succession  of  Factory  and  Work- 
shops Acts,  in  all  of  which  some  pro- 
vision has  been  inserted  ameliorating 
the  conditions,  and  in  many  cases 
shortening  the  hours  women  are  ex- 
pected to  work  in  factories  and  work- 
shops. There  can  be  no  doubt  what- 
ever about  the  benefit  resulting  from 
such  legislation.  I  might  quote  from 
many  speeches  delivered  from  the 
Government  Bench  and  from  Home 
Secretaries  commenting  upon  the  effect 
of  these  Acts.  I  might  quote  from  the 
evidence  of  witnesses  who  have  given 
testimony  before  Select  Committees  of 
this  House ;  and  from  many  other  sources 
I  might  provide  abundant  evidence  to 
show  that  the  results  of  the  Factory  and 
Workshops  Acts,  so  far  as  they  have 
applied  to  adult  women  or  had  any- 
thing to  do  with  adult  female  labour, 
have  been  beneficial.  Perhaps  the 
shortest  way  in  which  I  can  place  a 
little  of  this  proof  before  the  House 
will  be  by  referring  to  the  Report  of  the 
Select  Committee  on  the  Shop  Hours 
Regulation  Bill  of  1886.  That  Com- 
mittee took  a  great  deal  of  evidence, 
and  recommended  the  Bill  to  the 
House,  and  it  passed  into  law.  In 
speaking  generally  on  this  part  of  the 
question,  the  Committee  said — 

u  The  great  majority  of  witnesses  expressed 
their  opinion  that  though  voluntary  action  had 
effected  much  improvement,  little  could  be 
expected  from  it  in  the  poorer  neighbourhoods, 
and  that  nothing  short  of  legislation  would  be 
effective." 

As  regards  medical  testimony,  I  will 
quote  only  one  opinion — that  of  Dr. 
Abbot.     He,  examined  as  to  his  opinion 
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respecting  the  effect  of  the  labour  of 
shop  assistants,  said  : — 

"  The  labour  in  shops  is  as  exhausting  and 
trying  as  attending  to  machinery  in  factories 
and  workshops  for  a  corresponding  time." 

Factory  Inspectors  have  also  been 
examined  on  this  point,  and  much 
evidence  will  be  found  in  the  Eeport  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  Commission 
which  sat  in  1878,  before*  the  Work- 
shops Act  was  passed.  Mr.  Taylor, 
the  Inspector  for  the  North- West 
District  of  Lancashire,  before  the  Com- 
mittee of  1886,  said : — 

"  It  appears  that  a  large  majority  of  In- 
spectors of  Factories  are  in  favour  of  some 
legislative  regulation  of  the  hours  of  labour  in 
shops." 

In  addition,  I  need  only  quote  the  last 
paragraph  of  the  Committee's  Report, 
in  which  they  say : — 

"  In  conclusion,  your  Committee  are 
satisfied  that  the  hours  of  shop  assistants, 
ranging  from  84  to  85  hours  a  week,  must 
be  generally  injurious,  and  often  ruinous  to 
health." 

I  do  not  think  it  is  necessary  that  I 
should  place  any  further  evidence 
before  the  House,  or  read  more  quota- 
tions from  the  opinions  expressed  by 
different  witnesses.  The  Committee  I 
have  referred  to  was  the  last  which  sat 
on  this  question.  This  particular 
question  did  not  come  immediately 
before  the  Committee  which  sat  last 
year.  But  think  what  84  or  85  hours 
a  week  mean  !  Fourteen  hours,  for 
each  of  the  six  days,  standing  in  shops 
— from  8  o'clock  in  the  morning  until 
10  o'clock  at  night.  That,  I  think, 
will  be  quite  sufficient  to  show  the 
necessity  for  some  protection  to  adult 
women  under  the  law,  in  the  same  way 
that  protection  is  at  the  present  time 
given  to  young  persons.  But  in  legisla- 
ting for  any  class  it  is  important  to  con- 
sider whether  the  legislation  proposed 
will  operate  to  any  extent,  and  in  what 
way,  against  the  interests  of  those  we 
desire  to  protect.  It  is  important  to 
be  quite  certain,  assuming  that  this 
Bill  Decomes  law,  that  women  will  not 
thereby  lose  any  opportunity  for 
obtaining  employment  which  is  open 
to  them  now.  On  that  point  I  have 
some  experience  to  lay  before  the 
House.  Four  years  ago  evidence  was 
collected  on  this  point,  and  it  all  went 
to  show  that  women  would   not    be 
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affected  in  this  respect  if  their  hound 
employment    were    restricted   to  74 ] 
hours  a  week,  including  meal  times, 
which    is    the    proposition    in  this 
Bill.      I    candidly    admit    that  the 
opinion  of  the  Early  Closing  Associa- 
tion was  to  some  extent  hostile  to  my 
view  at  that  time.     I,  therefore,  pro- 
ceeded to  collect  further  evidence,  and  1 
saw  many  representatives  of  institution* 
interested  in  the  employment  of  women 
and  the  opinion  at  which  I  arrived  *ai 
confirmed  by  further  testimony  col- 
lected by  the    Early  Closing  Associa- 
tion.    The  Association  sent  a  circular 
to    the    officials     of    every   working 
women's  club  or  society  whose  address 
could  be    obtained,    and    the   replies 
received  afforded  substantial  testimony 
in  favour  of  this  Bill.   This  circular  set 
forth  that  the  Association  was  very 
anxious  to  have  full  and  'authentic  in- 
formation from  the  several  bodies  re- 
presenting   the    interests    of    female 
labour  as  to  the  merits  of  the  Shop 
Hours  Bill,  and  invited  expressions  of 
opinion  as  to  how  far,  if  at  all,  such 
a  Bill,  if  passed  into  law,  would  be 
likely  to  prejudice  or  interfere  with 
female  labour ;    to  what  extent  such 
legislation  was  received  with  favour  or 
otherwise  by  those  parties  interested  in 
the  question ;  and  to  what  extent,  if  •* 
all,  the  labour  of  women    would  be 
likely  to  be  brought  into  competition 
with  that  of  men.     I  do  not  think  the 
circular  letter  could  have  been  better 
framed  for  collecting    evidence  from 
working  women  as  to  the  limit  of  W 
hours  a  week  in    shops   and  similtf 
places.    I  wrote  to  the  Association  to 
see  what  replies  had  been  obtained,  the 
circular  being,  as  I  have  said,  sent  to 
every  Association  of  the  kind  whose 
existence  and  address  could  be  dis- 
covered, and  I  was  informed  that  tb 
inquiries  had  not  brought  forth  anj 
hostile  criticism  of  the  Bill  whatever 
This  was  evidence  that  public  opinio] 
on  the  subject  had  been  ripening  fror 
the  first  idea,  only  a  few  years  previous 
that  such  legislation  would  injurious! 
affect  the  opportunities  of  women  t 
obtain  employment.   Let  me  just  briefl 
allude  to  Clause  9  of  the  Bill,  whic 
defines    the    word    "  shop."    This   : 
taken    as     including    licensed    publi 
houses  and  refreshment  houses  of  ai 
kinds,  which,  with  drapers,  are  th 
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/chief  offenders  in  reference  to  the  over- 
working of  women.     I  might  put  forth 
hundreds  of  cases  where  the  health 
ni   women    has     been     permanently 
.injured  on  account   of  the  long  hours 
of  employment  in   such  shops.    They 
.have  been  published  ;   there  are  two 
volumes    of    such    cases.       There    is 
confirmatory    evidence    from    medical 
Authorities  ;    all    the    hospitals     have 
(examples  of    such  cases.      The  Early 
Closing  Association  has   got  together 
.many  records  of  them,  but  I  do  not  de- 
«siie  to  work   on  the  feelings  of  the 
House  or  occupy  time  unnecessarily, 
for  it  is  sufficient  to  refer  to  the  para- 
graph of  the  Eeport  on  the  evidence 
•taken  in  1886,  in  which  the  Committee 
have  recorded  their  opinion  that  such 
4>ng  hours  must  be  generally  injurious 
*and  often  ruinous  to  health.  It  is  impos- 
sible to  get  over  the  evidence  on  this 
point  given  only  five  years  ago  in  reference 
to  an  Act  of  which  this  is  an  amending 
.Bill.    Clause   10  in    the    present  Bill 
exempts  all  members  of  the  same  family 
who  may  carry  on  a  business  together 
—that  is  to  say,  this  Bill  will  only  apply 
•to  assistants  engaged  by  an  employer, 
and  not  to  the  members  of  a  family  who 
keep  a  shop  for  and  by  themselves  ; 
these  may  carry  on  their  employment 
-for  any   number  of  hours  they   may 
think  proper.     There  is  one  clause  in 
the  Bill — Clause  8 — which  has  not  a 
place  in  the  original  Act,  a  clause  pro- 
viding for  the  appointment  of  Inspec- 
tors.   I  have  taken  this  clause,  as  it 
stands,  from  the  Factory  and  Work- 
shops Act,  1878,  and  I  have  done  so 
because  the  Committee  of  1886  drew 
-attention  to  the  absence  of  a  clause 
from  the  Bill  before  them  dealing  with 
Government  inspection,  and  expressed 
an  opinion  that  a  clause  of  that  kind 
would  have  very  considerable  effect. 
We  know  now  that  it  was  the  absence 
of  such  a  clause  that  rendered  the  Act 
of  1886  to  a  large  extent  inoperative. 
These  clauses  will  be  dealt  with  in  Com- 
mittee, and  for  the  present  I  have  only 
to   ask     the    House    to    accept    the 
principle  of  the  Bill  that  adult  women 
shall  be  brought  under  the  law,  which 
at  the    present  time  applies  only  to 
young  persons.     I  intend  to  accept  the 
proposal  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet  (Sir 
John  Lubbock),  that  the  Bill  shall  be 
referred  to  a  Select  Committee,  and  if 


the  Government  agree  to  accept  the 
Second  Beading  upon  this  understand- 
ing, I  need  not  occupy  the  time  of  the 
House  much  longer.  I  believe  that 
even  with  this  brief  statement  of  the 
reasons  for  the  Bill  I  have  made  out 
a  strong  case  ;  but  if  I  were  to  add  any- 
thing further  it  would  be  to  point 
out  how  little  it  is  we  are  asking  by 
this  Bill.  I  have  mentioned  already 
that  the  work  of  women  was  legislated 
for  nearly  50  years  ago ;  and  if  I  were 
to  take  the  last  Act  passed  in  this 
direction  13  years  ago  and  compare  it 
with  this  Bill,  how  meagre  will  the 
regulations  appear  which  we  ask  for 
on  their  behalf.  The  Act  of  1878,  besides 
limiting  the  working  hours  to  60  in  the 
week,  has  many  other  regulating  and 
limiting  clauses,  of  which  there  are 
none  in  this  Bill.  That  Act  regulates 
the  number  of  hours  during  which 
women  are  to  be  continuously  em- 
ployed in  factories  and  workshops :  it 
regulates  the  holidays  and  half-holi- 
days ;  it  requires  certificates  as  to  the 
fitness  of  young  persons  before  they 
undertake  the  work  required  from 
them  ;  it  requires  surgical  certificates  ; 
it  makes  precise  stipulations  as  to 
meals,  as  to  the  time  set  apart  for  them, 
and  as  to  where  and  when  they 
shall  be  taken ;  and  the  Act  also  deals 
elaborately  with  the  sanitary  conditions 
of  the  places  of  employment,  ventila- 
tion, and  so  on.  There  are  many 
other  controlling  clauses  for  the  regu- 
lation of  the  conditions  under  which 
women  are  employed  in  factories 
and  workshops.  Nothing  of  the  kind 
is  proposed  in  the  present  Bill.  We 
are  content  with  the  inclusion  of  adult 
women  in  the  law  now  applied  to 
young  persons.  I  do  not  say  that  74 
hours  a-week  are  not  too  long  for 
employment.  I  do  think  they  are  too 
long.  Nevertheless,  I  think  it  is  better 
that  the  Act  should  pass  in  the  simple 
form  presented  by  the  Bill,  and  then, 
having  seen  the  effect  produced,  ex- 
perience will  guide  us  to  decide  what 
further  requirements  may  be  necessary. 
One  reason  strongly  in  favour  of 
bringing  adult  women  under  the  law 
now  applied  to  young  persons  is  to  be 
found  in  the  difficulty  women  have  in 
combining  to  provide  for  their  own 
general  benefit.  Even  when  men 
find  both  money  and  management  to 
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assist  them  to  combine  it  is  difficult  to 
keep  them  together  on  the  Trade  Union 
principle.  They  will  fall  away,  and,there- 
fore,  are  entitled  to  a  protection  from  the 
law  which  may  be  withheld  from  adult 
men.  Simple  as  the  Bill  is,  it  may 
have  an  effect  in  shortening  the  hours 
for  men.  In  many  establishments 
assistants  of  both  sexes  are  engaged. 
If  half  the  staff  can  only  be  em- 
ployed for  74  hours  in  the  week, 
doubtless  the  effect  will  be  to  shorten 
the  hours  for  the  whole  of  the  staff.  It 
will  have  the  effect  of  shortening  the 
hours  of  employment  for  men  just  as 
the  Factory  Acts,  though  adult  men 
were  not  included,  have  shortened  the 
hours  of  employment  all  round.  I  need 
not  occupy  the  time  of  the  House  any 
longer.  With  these  brief  reasons  I 
commend  the  Bill  to  the  House  for  a 
Second  Beading,  with  the  understanding 
that  it  shall  then  be  referred  to  a  Select 
Committee,  in  accordance  with  the 
Motion  standing  in  the  name  of  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  (Sir  John  Lubbock). 


(1.2.)  Mr.  BAUMANN  (CamberweU, 

Peckham)  :  I  rise  to  second  the  Motion 

for  Second  Beading,  and,  in  doing  so, 

I  shall  deal  briefly,  but,  at  the  same 
time,  broadly,  with  the  general  principles 
of  the  measure,  without  entering 
into  details  ;  both  because  the  Second 
Beading  is  not  the  occasion  for  dealing 
with  clauses,  and  because  the  Motion 
standing  in  the  name  of  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  opposite  (Sir  John  Lubbock) 
is  to  refer  the  Bill  to  a  Select  Com- 
mittee, where  will  be  offered  a  far 
better  opportunity  for  dealing  with 
details  than  a  Second  Beading  Debate 
in  this  House  presents.  The  principle 
of  protecting  the  labour  of  women  has 
been  affirmed  and  extended  by  the  Le- 
gislature during  the  past  40  years,  and 
the  proposal  of  the  measure  now  before 
us  is  to  extend  that  protection  a  little 
further,  from  women  employed  in 
factories  and  workshops  to  women 
employed  in  retail  shops,  as  defined  in 
the  9th  clause.  Now,  as  a  matter  of 
principle,  I  ask,  why  should  that  pro- 
tection not  be  extended  from  factories 
to  shops  ?  Is  the  labour  of  women  in 
shops  less  exhausting,  less  trying  to  the 
female  frame,  than  their  labour  in 
factories?  There  is  medical  evidence 
to  prove   that    continuously    standing 
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for      more     than     twelve     hours    a 
day  in  shops  is  not  less,   but  more 
exhausting,    and    more      trying    for 
women,  than  work  in    the  mills.   It 
is   perfectly  notorious    that    there  is 
a  certain  class  of  disorders  and  disease* 
which  are  induced  by  the  continuous 
standing    of    shop    assistants.      The* 
variety  of    muscular    action    brought 
into  play  by  the  more  varied  occupa- 
tions of  the  factory  and  workshop  i* 
less  trying  to  a  woman  than  the  cruel 
standing  in  a  shop  for  twelve  or  more 
hours.     What  does  the  Bill  ask  you  to 
do  ?    To  limit  these  hours  to  74  in  the 
week.       That    is    more    than    twelve 
hours  a  day,  because  in  the  shops  to 
which  the  Act  would  probably  apply 
there  is,   unfortunately,   no  Saturday 
half-holiday.     So  we  must  take  the  six 
days  of  the  week,  giving  an  average  of 
over  twelve  hours  a  day.      Will  any 
gentleman  rise  in  this  House,  will  any 
employer  of  shop  labour  here  rise,  and 
say  that  a  day  of  over  twelve  hours- 
approaching  13  hours — is  not  enough, 
and  more  than  enough,  for  women  to 
be    employed    throughout    the   year? 
And  what  are  the  objections  to  this 
proposal?      The  most   respectable  of 
the    objections    is    the    inconvenience 
to     the    public.      Of    course,    in  the 
poorer      districts,       customers     have 
to  do  their  shopping  in  the  early  hour* 
of  the  morning  or  the  late  hours  of  the 
evening,  often  between  the  hoursof  8and 
10.  So  it  is  thought  inconvenience  will 
arise  from  the  earlier  closing  of  shops. 
But  that  is  a  matter  of  arrangement, 
and  I  cannot  see  why  a  shopkeeper,  in 
the  slack  hours  of  the  morning  and  after- 
noon, could  not  give  his  employ&s,  in 
turn,   an   opportunity  for  rest  or  for 
leaving    the    shop    to  take  fresh  air. 
Another  objection  equally  respectable* 
and  even  more  formidable,  is  that  the 
effect  of  this  Bill  may  be  to  deprive 
women  of  employment,  and  that  it  may 
lead  to  the  substitution  of  male  labour 
for  female  labour,  and  I  read  a  letter  to- 
day on  that  point  in  the  Morning  Post 
I  do  not  believe  the  Bill  will  have  any 
such  effect,  because  men's  labour  is,  of 
course,  dearer  than  women's  labour; 
and  if  this  measure  should  lead  to  any- 
thing like    a    wholesale  dismissal  of 
shop-girls  and  large  additions  to  the 
employment  of  male   assistants,  then 
we  know  the  wages  of  men  assistants 
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would    rise     beyond     the    point     at 
which   they  now   stand,   making  the 

•  expenses  of  the  shopkeeper  too  great. 
Another  argument  is  that  the  restric- 
tioa  of  women's  work  will  diminish 
the  profits  of  the  shopkeepers ;  but 
jghopkeepers  are  the  only  people  who 
make  enormous  fortunes  in  these  days : 
we  see  evidence  of  it  on  every  side. 
One  shopkeeper  buys  a  mountain  in 
Scotland  for  a  deer-run  ;  another  pays 
A  patrimony  for  a  racehorse  ;  so  that  the 
dipping  of  the  profits  of  these  com- 
mercial leviathans  cannot  be  weighed 
against  the  health  and  happiness 
of  the  women  who  contribute  in  some 

•  degree  to  making  those  fortunes. 
There  are  some  who  object  to  inter- 
ference with  shopkeepers  in  the  man- 
agement of  their  own  business ;  but  I 

•  quite  agree  with  Carlyle,  that  there  are 
occasions  when  you  must  put  a  collar 
upon  a  man,  and  compel  him  to  do 
that  which  is  right.  I  am  in  favour  of 
putting  a  collar  upon  some  of  our 
shopkeepers,  to  compel  them  to  treat 
their  shopwomen  with  care  and 
humanity.     There  is  another  class  of 

£>litical  philosophers  opposed  to  legis- 
tion  of  this  kind,  who  style  them- 
selves Individualists,  the  forlorn  and 
fading  remnant  of  an  exploded  school. 
I  am  an  Individualist,  but  I  am  in 
favour  of  protecting,  and  not  oppress- 
ing, the  individual.  In  the  struggle 
between  the  feeble  and  the  strong,  it  is 
liberty  which  oppresses ;  it  is  the  law 
which  enfranchises  and  protects.  I 
should  ill  discharge  my  task  if  I  did 
not  say  a  word  or  two  upon  the  manner 
by  which  it  is  proposed  to  give  effect 
to  this  Bill.  It  is  notorious  that 
the  staff  of  Inspectors  of  fac- 
tories and  workshops  is  ludi- 
crously under-manned  for  the  work  of 
the  large  towns,  and  I  should  be 
quite  willing  to  very  largely  increase 
that  staff.  It  is  said  that  to  carry  out 
this  legislation  we  should  want  an  army 
of  Inspectors.  Very  well,  let  us  have 
an  army  of  Inspectors.  Nothing  is 
more  discreditable  to  the  Government 
of  this  country  than  the  niggardly 
manner  in  which  the  Treasury  refuses 
to  gonsent  to  the  expenditure  of  a  few 
hundreds  of  thousands  upon  an  efficient 
staff  oi  Inspectors,  whilst  Parliament 
votes  ten  millions  to  assist  Irish  tenants 
and  English  yeomen.     I  hold  that  the 


health  of  shopwomen  in  our  large  towns 
is  as  sufficient  an  object  for  the  paternal, 
or  even  maternal,  protection  of  the 
State  as  a  British  yeomanry.  I 
must  refer  to  an  Amendment  which 
stands  on  the  Paper  in  the  name  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Crewe  (Mr.  W. 
M'Laren),  and  I  shall  do  so  for  the 
purpose  of  adducing  a  collateral  poli- 
tical reason  why  the  House  should  read 
this  Bill  a  second  time.  The  hon. 
Member  proposes  to  ask  the  House  not 
to  read  this  Bill  until  the  franchise  has 
been  extended  to  women ;  and  without 
discussing  the  Amendment,  I  would  ask 
if  women  had  votes,  what  would  be  the 
attitude  of  this  House  towards  the 
Motion  of  my  hon.  Friend  ?  I  am  an 
opponent  of  the  enfranchisement  of 
women,  but  if  women  had  votes  this 
Motion  would  be  moved  not  from  those 
Benches,  but  from  that  (the  Treasury) 
Bench  ;  and  we  should  be  all  tumbling 
over  one  another's  heels  in  our 
anxiety  to  support  and  defend 
the  interests  of  Mary  Ann,  just 
as  we  are  now  tumbling  over  one 
another's  heels  to  protect  the  interests 
of  poor  Hodge,  who  has  been  so  long 
neglected.  I  ask  the  House  to  show, 
by  their  willingness  to  attend  to  the 
just  demands  of  the  female  portion  of 
the  community,  that  it  is  not  necessary 
to  extend  the  franchise  to  women  in 
order  to  secure  for  them  the  protection 
of  legislation. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 

time." — (Mr.  Provand.) 

*Mb.  SYDNEY  GEDGE  (Stockport)  : 
In  the  absence  of  the  Member  for  Crewe, 
I  propose  to  move  the  Amendment  which 
stands  on  the  Paper  in  his  name,  and  I 
therefore  at  once  meet  the  challenge  of 
my  hon.  Friend  who  has  just  sat  down. 
If  I  thought  that  those  sensible  women, 
who  I  hope  will  before  long  obtain  a 
vote,  were  with  anything  like  unanimity 
in  favour  of  this  Bill,  I  should 
certainly  vote  for  it,  without  waiting 
for  them  to  get  a  vote ;  but  it  does  not 
seem  to  me  that  there  is  any  proof 
before  the  House  of  any  general  demand 
on  the  part  of  women  for  this  measure. 
First,  I  doubt  whether  there  is  any  de- 
mand at  all ;  and,  secondly,  whether 
if  there  be,  it  is  a  just  one.  At  all  events 
it  would  be  very  much  wiser  for  the 
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House  to  pause  until  we  can  ascertain 
whether  women  desire  an  alteration  in 
the  laws  such  as  is  now  proposed. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  who  intro- 
duced the  Bill  put  it  before  us  as 
a  very  small  matter  indeed,  and  said 
he  was  proposing  to  introduce  "  only 
women."  But  women  form  half  the 
human  race,  at  all  events.  We  remember 
howr  there  was  found  an  envelope  left 
by  Dean  Swift  with  the  superscription 
"  only  a  woman's  hair."  To  my  mind 
that  was  very  pathetic ;  but  to  some 
people  it  was  a  mere  nothing,  and  that 
is  apparently  the  opinion  of  the  hon. 
Member  who  introduced  the  Bill  as 
affecting  "  only  women,"  as  to  his  own 
proposal. 

Mr.  PROVAND:  May  I  correct 
the  hon.  Member?  I  did  not  say  it 
was  a  small  matter  ;  but  I  said  it  was 
a  simple  question,  because  I  refused  to 
overload  the  Bill  with  any  details  of 
any  kind,  and  confine  it  to  bringing 
women  within  the  scope  of  the  law 
which  now  applies  to  young  persons. 
♦Mr.  GEDGE  :  I  do  not  see  any 
difference  between  calling  it  a  simple 
matter  and  a  small  matter,  and  to  mv 
mind  it  is  a  very  large  and  important 
matter.  We  ail  agree  in  the  desire 
that  women  should  not  be  overworked. 
None  of  us  contend  that  74  hours  a 
week  is  not  quite  sufficient  time  for 
young  women  to  be  compulsorily 
employed.  But  my  first  objection  to 
this  Bill  is,  that  while  it  professes  to 
give  protection,  it  really  imposes 
restraint.  The  hon.  Member  who 
spoke  last  said  "  liberty  is  oppression, 
but  the  law  enfranchises  and  protects." 
One  part  of  the  hon.  Member's  sentence 
contradicts  the  other.  I  am  in  favour 
of  protecting  women  by  giving  them 
votes,  but  I  hold  that  they  should  be 
able  to  sell  their  work  as  much  as  they 
like  without  any  restraint  on  the  part 
of  the  law.  No  doubt  the  principle  of 
the  law  interfering  to  protect  those  who 
cannot  protect  themselves  has  been 
admitted    for    40    years.     But    that 

Erinciple  was  first  strenuously  resisted 
y  Mr.  Cobden,  Mr.  John  Bright,  and 
the  leaders  of  the  Radical  school.  (A 
cry  of  "  More  shame  for  them.")  Well, 
De  rnortuis  nil  ?iisi  bonum.  I  was  not 
particularly  fond  of  those  gentlemen 
when  they  were  living,  but  I  should  be 
sorry  to   say    anything    to   their   dis- 

Mr.  Sydney  Gedge 


credit   now.      But    Lord    Shaftesbury 
and    those    who    worked    with  him 
succeeded  in  overruling  that  objection 
by  showing  that  you  might  push  any 
principle  too  far.  Are  we,  then,  became 
we  have  gone  so  far,  to  be  bound  to  go 
still  further?    If  so,   where  are  you 
going  to  stop  ?    If  you  say,  because  we- 
interfere  in  cases  where  the  work  is 
of    an    arduous    character,    are    we 
bound  to  extend   the  same  principle' 
of  interference  for  the  protection  of 
women  to  other  work  ?      If  so,  yon 
will  have  to  carry  that  principle  into* 
homes.     I  have  no  doubt  I  could  bring 
a  considerable  number  of  cases  to  show 
that    servant   maids    have    very  long 
hours  in  houses,  and  that  women  who 
are  in  employment — if  you  call  their 
husbands  employers — are    working  & 
great  number  of  hours.     If  you  vote 
for  this  Bill  merely  because  we  have- 
admitted  the  principle  of  interference, 
you  will   be    compelled    to    vote  for 
restriction  of  every  kind  proposed  in 
this  House.  With  regard  to  the  clauses, . 
I   wish    to    ask    whether    a    married 
woman  is  considered  to  be  employed 
by  her  husband,  and  whether  it  is  in- 
tended, under  this  Bill,  to  prevent  any 
married  woman  from  being  employed 
in  the  shops  ? 

Mr.  PROVAND  :    Clause  10  of  the 
Bill  provides  for  that. 
♦Mr.  GEDGE  :  Clause  10  of  the  KB 
is — 

"Nothing in  this  Act  shall  apply  to  stop*  ' 
where  only  persons  are  employed  who  are  at 
home ;  that  is  to  say,  are  members  of  tbfr 
same  family  dwelling  there,  or  to  membsnv 
of  the  employer's  family  dwelling  in  the  boos* 
to  which  the  shop  is  attached." 

Why  is  such  a  foolish  distinction  as 
that  made?  Because  the  promoters 
of  the  Bill  know  that  without  such  an 
exception  we  should  all  rise  against  it. 
I  want  to  know  what  employment 
means?  When  a  woman  sits  at  a 
desk  all  day  exercising  general  superin- 
tendence, is  that  employment?  We 
have  felt  bound  to  restrict  the  employ- 
ment of  women  in  factories,  because 
we  know  that,  if  they  were  worn  out 
by  it,  when  they  married  they  would 
have  very  weak  children,  whom  the 
State  would  probably  have  to  maintain. 
But  I  know  of  no  other  ground  of  in* 
terference  with  the  employment  of 
adult  women.  We  have  only  the  right 
to  interfere  for  the  protection  of  the- 
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State.    That  is  a  very  different  matter 
to  work  in  shops.     Refreshment  rooms 
•re  included  in  this  Bill.     In  the  Re- 
freshment Boom  of  this  House  young 
women  serve  us  with  tea,  and,  although 
they  are  busy  at  times,  they  have  a  very 
pleasant  life  at  other  times.     It  is  the 
same  at  railway  stations,  and  in   City 
dining-rooms,  where  they  work  hard 
at  breakfast,    luncheon,    and    in  the 
evening;  but  where,  during  the  greater 
part  of  the  day,  there  is  very  little  for 
them  to  do.     Yet  those  who  employ 
them  are  to  be  subject  to  penalties.     It 
is  said  the  Workshop  Hours  Regulation 
Bill  is  not  of  much  good,  because  we  have 
tot  an    army    of  Inspectors;    but  I 
aspect  if  there  had  been  Inspectors 
oking  their  noses  into  the  shops  all 
?&r  the  country,  you  would  have  had 
ich  an  outcry  against  that  legislation 
i  you  could  not  have  resisted.     I  am 
raid  that  under  this  Bill    you  will 
ive  Inspectors  making  inquiries  and 
tting   up    cases    against    employers, 
id  the  result  of  such  an    obnoxious 
stem   would    be    a    repeal    of    the 
w.     The  hon.  Member  thinks  nothing 
spending  a  few  hundreds  of  thou- 
nds  of  pounds  upon  Inspectors ;  but 
think  my   constituents    would  look 
ther    askance  at  me  if  I  voted  for 
ch  additional  taxation  as  that.  With 
gard  to  the  Amendment,  I  demur  to 
e  proposition  that   this  House  will 
>t  legislate  for  the  reasonable  wants 
any    of    Her    Majesty's    subjects 
itil  they  have  votes.     Long  before 
le  agriculturists  had  votes  the  Con- 
rvatives  had  done  all  in  their  power 
r  their  benefit ;  and  when  complaints 
re  made  of  defects  in  the  law,   it 
lould  not  be  forgotten  that  the  Mem- 
»  for  Midlothian  and  his  Party  have 
een  in  power  during  the  greater  part 
f  the  time  which  has  elapsed  since 
831.    But  we  do  not  know  what  the 
ishes  of  women  are,  and  we  want  to 
*ve  them  constitutionally  expressed, 
he  late  Mr.  Forster,  as  I  remember, 
oted  that  he  was  not  in  favour  of  the 
^establishment  and  Disendowment  of 
ie  Church  of  England  being  considered 
f  Parliament  until  women  had  votes, 
«ause  generally  they  had  more  to  do 
ith  the    clergy  than  men.    If   that 
ere  true  on  such  a  subject,  how  much 
ore  true  is  that  argument  when  the 
ill  before  us  affects  "  only  women." 


It  is  because  they  will  be  materially 
injured  by  the  restraint  of  this  Bill  that 
I  am  against  it,  and  in  favour  of  the 
Amendment.  I  am  in  favour  of  .liberty 
all  round,  and  while  I  heartily  desire 
that  no  woman  should  have  to  work 
longer  than  this  Bill  provides,  yet  I  hold 
we  have  no  right  to  prevent  a 
woman  from  working  longer  if  she 
chooses  to  do  so,  and  we  have  no  right 
to  interfere  until  we  have  ascertained 
her  opinion.  I  beg  to  move  that  this 
House  decline  to  further  interfere  with 
the  hours  of  labour  of  adult  women 
until  women  have  the  constitutional 
means  of  expressing  their  opinions  by 
the  Parliamentary  Franchise. 

Amendment  proposed, 

To  leave  out  from  the  word  "  That,"  to  the 
end  of  the  Question,  in  order  to  add  the 
words  "  This  House  declines  to  further  inter- 
fere with  the  hours  of  labour  of  adult  women 
until  women  have  the  constitutional  means  of 
expressing  their  opinions  by  the  'Parlia- 
mentary Franchise. — (Mr.  Sydney  Gedge.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  Question." 

(1.40.)  Mb.  A.  C.  COBBETT 
(Glasgow,  Tradeston) :  I  was  much 
surprised,  Sir,  at  the  speech  we  have 
just  listened  to,  and  at  the  suggestion 
that  legislation  should  be  deferred  till 
we  have  the  enfranchisement  of  women. 
If  we  have  any  extension  of  the  fran- 
chise which  falls  short  of  woman 
suffrage,  the  women  for  whom  we  plead 
would  not  be  affected  by  it.  The  only 
objection  that  might  be  urged  against 
the  Bill  is  that  what  we  want  can  be 
secured  by  voluntary  effort.  Any  one 
familiar  with  the  facts  must  realise 
that  voluntary  action  will  not  ade- 
quately meet  the  case.  As  Chairman 
of  the  Board  of  the  Early  Closing 
Association,  I  have  had  special  oppor- 
tunity of  making  myself  familiar  with 
the  facts  bearing  on  that  point.  That 
Association  has  been  in  existence  50 
years,  and  has  spent  £50,000  in  endea- 
vouring to  cultivate  voluntary  early 
closing.  If  you  consider  the  facts,  you 
will  find  that  those  who  have  done 
most  in  the  way  of  securing  early  clos- 
ing are  those  who  cry  out  most  for 
legislative  assistance  in  securing  their 
object.  If  we  desire  to  get  early 
closing  or  a  half-holiday  in  a  district, 
we  have  to  get  the  unanimous  consent 
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young  women  employed  at  railway 
stations  and  other  similar  places.  The 
hours  are  prolonged,  and  though  the 
labour  may  not  be  continuous,  the 
attendance  is,  and  they  have  no  oppor- 
tunity of  recreation  or  exercise  in  the 
open  air,  and  they  have  many  difficulties 
to  contend  with.  I  do  not  say  that 
the  House  would  be  right  in  restricting 
their  labour,  but  am  of  opinion  that 
there  is  a  prima  facis  case  for  inquiry 
by  a  Select  Committee.  Then  there  is 
the  shop-keepers  point  of  view.  There 
may  be  wealthy  shopkeepers,  but  as 
a  class  they  are  not  such,  and  care 
must  be  exercised  before  the  House  take 
steps  which  might  seriously  embarass 
them,  harassed  as  they  already  are  by 
the  competition  of  Co-operative  Stores 
and  other  causes.  We  must  be  careful 
how  we  interfere  with  freedom. 
There  is  such  a  thing  as  mischievous 
and  damaging  philanthropy,  and  some 
of  our  legislation  approaches  very 
near  to  that  limit.  We  must  be  careful 
how  far  we  restrain  trade,  how  far  we 
interfere  with  the  convenience  of  the 
community,  and  how  far  we  impose  dis- 
abilities and  difficulties  upon  a  worthy 
and  deserving  class.  I  hope  this  Bill 
will  be  referred  to  a  Select  Committee, 
and  investigated  by  that  tribunal. 

:(2.40.)  Mr.  ARTHUR  B.  WINTER- 
BOTHAM  (Gloucester)  :  The  House 
will  have  observed  that  every  Member 

who  sat  upon  the  Committee  of  1886, 
and  who  has  spoken,  has  expressed 
approval  of  the  provisions  of  this  Bill, 
and  gentlemen  who  went  on  that  Com- 
mittee, supposed  to  entertain  a  hostile 
aspect,  could  not  resist  the  conclusion 
which  the  evidence  brought  before  the 
Committee  so  clearly  pointed  out.  I 
think  that  is  an  important  matter. 
There  has  been  a  general  unanimity  by 
every  speaker  who  has  taken  part  in  this 
discussion,  with  the  exception  of  one  dis- 
cordant note  struck  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Stockport.  I  do  not  pro- 
pose to  answer  him,  because  there  was 
no  argument  he  used  which  would  not 
apply  with  equal  force  to  every  one  of 
the  Factory  Acts,  for  the  regulation  of 
the  hours  of  labour,  which  this  House 
has  passed  in  former  years.  He  spoke 
against  the  restriction  of  labour,  and 
actually  went  so  far  as  to  say  that  it 
would    tend    to    make    women     less 

Mr.  F.  S.  Poivcll 


womanly!    He  spoke  as   if  he  wen 
deeply  anxious  that   there  should  be 
restraint  in   the  hours  of    work;  he 
fully  admitted  that  the  74  hours'  limit 
was  ample,  and  he  said  he  should  be 
glad  to  see  it  brought  about.     But  when 
he  came  to  the  question  of  the  ma- 
chinery to  bring  it  about,  and  to  carry  his 
opinion  into  practice,  then  he  fell  back 
upon  his  admiration  for  voluntary  work, 
and   spoke    about  the  results  accom- 
plished by  a  number  of  ladies  in  that 
regard.     It  is  true  there  has  been  an 
Amendment  moved  to  delay  this  legis- 
lation until  Women's  Suffrage  has  been 
passed ;  but  I  cannot  understand  any- 
body   supporting    that    Amendment, 
whatever   views    hon.   Members  may 
hold  upon  the   question  of  Woman's 
Suffrage.    Those  who  oppose  Woman's 
Sum-age,    and    who    think    that  the 
House  of  Commons  is  ready,  able,  and 
even  anxious  to  legislate  for  women,, 
should  be  only  too  glad  to  support  this 
Bill,   so  that  they  may  give  proof  of 
what  they  profess.    Those  who  think 
that  the  absence  of  women  from  the 
House  is  an  explanation  why  women's 
interests  and  social  questions  generally 
are  not  sufficiently  looked  after,  surely 
ought  to  be  the  last  people  to  offer  any 
stumbling-block  or  delay  to  the  pass- 
ing   of     this   measure,   which  is  for 
the  advantage  and  benefit  of  a  large 
class  of  the  more  helpless  women  d 
our  country.    I  rise  chiefly  because,  as 
an  employer  of  female  labour  myself, 
I    have  been  rather  surprised  at  the 
arguments  that  have  been  used  to-night 
about  the  oppression  by  employers;  and 
I  want  to  point  out,  to  the  great  credit 
of  the  shopkeepers  of  this  country,  that 
the  agitation  that  has  been  carried  on  in 
recent  years,  whether  it  has  been  lor 
the  weekly  half-holiday,    or    for   the 
shortening  of  the  hours  of  labour,  has 
had   amongst  its  principal  supporters 
the    shopkeepers     of    this     country. 
Speaking  for  Bristol  and  other  large 
towns  in  the  West,  I  believe  there  is  a 
very  general  desire   amongst   all  the 
better  class  of  shopkeepers   to  carry 
out  legislation  of  this  sort.    But  it  is 
always  the   selfish,  grasping  minority 
who  stand  in  the  way,  and  who  are 
never  happy  unless  they  are  getting 
the  better  of    their  fellow-men,    and 
these  men  prevent  the  voluntary  prin- 
ciple from  being  carried  out.    I  believe 
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peak  for  employers  of  labour  when  I 
f  that  the  Factory  Acts  have 
an  of  immense  good  to  employers, 
d  that  you  would  get  but  a  scanty 
w  who  would  wish  to  go  back 
those  days  before  the  Factory 
te  regulated  the  hours  of  labour; 
d  I  am  sure  it  is  a  calumny 
on  employers  of  labour  to  say  that, 
a  class,  they  are  opposed  to  the 
lecmable  shortening  of  the  hours  of 
our.  Some  hon.  Member  has  said 
it  the  shopkeepers  would  look  upon 
)  power  in  the  Bill  in  regard  to 
spectors  in  a  more  hostile  spirit 
tn  the  Inspectors  appointed  under 
i  Factory  Act;  and  I  remember 
it  the  hon.  Member  for  Stockport 
d  that  the  Inspectors  would  "  violate 

>  sanctity  "  of  the  shop !  It  is  absurd 
talk  about  violating  the  sanctity  of 
>ps  that  are  working  their  hands  80 
90  hours  a  week,  and  in  one  case 
ere     I    understand    not    less  than 

>  hours.  I  hold  that  in  such 
ies    the    "  sanctity "     deserves     to 

violated.  My  own  opinion  is, 
bt  this  Bill  is  so  exceedingly 
tsonable  and  so  exceedingly  moderate 
it  I  should  like  it  better  if  it  went 
ittle  further.  I  believe  that  work  in 
.hop  is  as  hard  on  the  average  as  in 
factory,  and  I  fail  to  see  why  the 
ne  number  of  hours  per  week  should 
t  be  enforced  as  in  the  case  of 
ttile  factories  for  women  and  children 
namely,  55  and  56.  During  the  past 
arter  of  a  century  there  has  been 
aat  improvement  in  machinery; 
mderful  discoveries  in  science ;  we 
roe  had  the  telegraph,  and  tele- 
tone,  and  many  other  scientific  dis- 
feries;  there  have  been  great 
"©visions  made  for  the  community  in 
ie  way  of  improved  locomotion. 
H  these  things  have  tended  to  increase 
»  productiveness  of  labour,  while 
acninery  has  enormously  increased  it. 
(  course,  I  know  there  will  be  people 
bo  will  rejoice  if  the  House  is  so  foolish 
i  to  reject  this  proposal.  This  Bill 
)68  not  propose  to  touch  adult  male 
boor ;  and  I  hold  it  is  most  moderate 

all  its  provisions.  For  the  last 
arter  of  a  century,  as  I  have  said,  all 
ese  improvements  in  machinery  have 
en  enabling  men  who  are  in  business 
carry  on  business  with  great  economy 

labour,   and  with  greater  profit  to 


themselves;  and  the  time  has  come 
when  this  demand  for  some  part  of 
the  result  in  more  leisure  for  the 
workers — a  natural  demand,  a  wise 
demand,  and  a  right  demand — should 
be  fallen  in  with.  The  Bill  does  not 
largely  affect  those  who  live  in  country 
districts,  but  who  reside  in  large- 
and  populous  districts.  The  hours 
of  labour  are  not  unreasonable 
in  country  shops  ;  but  it  is  the  daughters 
of  the  farmer  and  the  labourer,  who 
find  their  way  to  the  great  cities,  who 
are  interested,  and  there  is  not  one  of 
us  who  have  not  a  constituency  who  are 
not  regarding  this  question  with  the 
deepest  interest.  It  is  a  great  matter 
for  the  village  girl  when  she  comes  to 
the  city  to  have  this  matter  legislated 
upon,  and  I  submit  that  every  Member 
of  an  agricultural  constituency  should 
take  this  view  of  it.  The  Member  for 
Stockport  used  one  argument,  which  I 
call  the  "  mother  argument,"  and  that 
was  that  they  would  not  produce  such 
strong  and  healthy  children.  There  is 
a  stronger  argument,  not  the  argument 
of  mere  expediency  and  profit,  but 
the  Christian  argument.  We  have 
the  right  and  we  have  the  respon- 
sibility to  see  that  the  weak  should  not 
work  unreasonable  hours;  and  if  the 
hon.  Member  could  prove  to  me  that 
the  longer  the  work  of  a  woman  the 
stronger  and  healthier  she  will  be,  and 
the  stronger  her  children,  then  I  could 
understand  his  contention.  I  hope 
this  will  be  only  the  beginning  of  other 
Bills  in  the  same  direction  to  make  the 
lives  of  women  and  children  brighter 
and  happier  than  they  are. 
*(2.40.)  Mr.  LEWIS  H.  ISAACS 
(Newington,  Walworth) :  I  wish  to  say 
that  I  cannot  vote  either  for  the  Motion 
or  for  the  Amendment.  In  the  first  in- 
stance,  I  do  not  think  the  Bill  is  in  the 
right  direction,  and  my  reason  for 
declining  to  support  the  Amendment  is 
because  I  think  it  a  most  shabby 
attempt  to  set  aside  a  Bill  which  has 
some  merit  in  it  by  a  proposal  that  it 
should  be  postponed,  so  as  to  fit  in  with 
another  Bill  not  absolutely  analogous 
to  it  or  on  all  fours  with  it.  I 
fail  to  see  why  a  Bill  to  regulate  the 
hours  of  shop  labour  should  be  deferred 
until  this  House  has  determined 
whether  the  franchise  is  to  be  con- 
ferred on  women  or  not.      That  fran- 
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chise,  if  conferred,  would  not  reach,  at 
any  rate  in  the  present  day,  those  who 
are  immediately  concerned  in  the  Bill 
now  under  the  consideration  of  the 
House.  But  if  I  am  unable  to  support 
the  Amendment,  I  regret  that  I  am 
also  unable  to  support  the  Motion  ' '  That 
the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time." 
And  perhaps  the  House  will  be  some- 
what startled  if  I  say  that  my  reason 
for  not  supporting  the  Motion  for  the 
Second  Beading  of  the  Bill  is  that  I 
do  not  think  that  it  goes  far  enough, 
that  it  fails  to  deal  with  the  class  who 
are  more  immediately  affected  than 
those  who  are  to  come  under  the  pur- 
view of  this  Bill,  and  that  with  regard 
to  its  inquisitorial  character,  that  that 
inquisitorial  character  does  not  go  far 
enough.  I  am  of  opinion  that  if  there 
be  one  class  of  people  more  than 
another  that  should  receive  attention 
from  this  House  with  regard  to  the 
hours  of  labour  in  which  they  are 
engaged,  it  is  the  class  of  domestic 
servants.  And  I  think  we  need  only 
refer  to  our  own  establishments,  and  go 
no  further  back  than  yesterday  to 
satisfy  ourselves  that  if  it  is  necessary 
at  all  to  interfere  in  this  direction  the 
domestic  servant  has  far  more  need  of 
protection  than  even  those  for  whom  this 
Bill  proposes  to  interfere.  I  remember 
last  night,  or  rather  this  morning, 
getting  to  my  house  at  something  like 
1  o'clock,  and  then  not  going  to  bed. 
The  servants  had  to  wait  on  me,  and 
probably  it  was  2  o'clock  in  the 
morning  before  they  got  to  bed,  and  they 
would  have  to  resume  their  duties  at 
8  o'clock.  I  object  to  this  Bill,  also, 
because  I  think  it  interferes  with  what 
is  a  most  salutary  action  on  the  part 
of  the  public,  that  is,  the  voluntary 
effort  to  reduce  the  hours  of  labour 
with  which  we  are  now  dealing.  If 
that  voluntary  effort  be  allowed  to  con- 
tinue, I  am  sure  it  will  eventually 
result  in  a  satisfactory  solution  of  this 
question.  I  may  say  that  the  Early 
Closing  Association  with  which  I  am 
connected  on  the  other  side  of  the  river, 
which  has  only  one  year's  experience, 
held  its  first  general  meeting  the  other 
day,  and  they  were  able  to  make  the 
announcement  that  by  voluntary  effort 
on  the  part  of  those  interested,  not  by 
seeking  to  apply  any  coercion  whatever, 
they  had   managed  to  get   the  result 
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sought  for  in  the  case  of  no  less  An  |r; 
7,000  employ  is.    And  if  the  feeling  kp 
that  direction  be  allowed  to  expand  ul 
be   not  interfered  with  by  vexatic* 
and     troublesome     and     mquisitoml 
action  such  as  that  proposed  byitii 
Bill,  it  will  in  itself  accomplish  all  tU 
the  promoters  of  this  measure  seek  to 
obtain.     I  object,  therefore,  to  furtta 
legislation  in  this  direction.     While  un- 
able to  support  the  Amendment,  I  rep* 
that  I  also  am  not  in  a  position  to  gift 
a  vote  to  allow  this  Bill  to  go  to  i 
Second  Beading. 

(2.45.)    Mr.    SYDNEY   BUXT05 
(Tower    Hamlets,    Poplar)  :    I  agw 
with  one  of  the  hon.    Gentlemen  ot 
the  opposite   side  of   the   House  who 
said  we  ought  not  to  mix  up  with  thii 
Bill  the  question  of  women  suffrage. 
I  think  we  should  discuss  this  Bill  on 
its  merits,  and  not  in  reference  to  future 
questions  of  legislative  reform.    WiA 
another  part  of    the    hon.   Member's 
speech  I  also  heartily  agree — namely, 
that  this  Bill  is  not  intended  to  be  I 
complete  and  final  Bill  with  regard  to 
all  manner  of  employments.    This  Bill 
is  only  intended  to  deal  with  a  oertaa 
description  of  employments.     It  is  not 
a  Bill  which  is  intended  to  deal  with 
every  class  of  employment.    Bat  this 
I  am  bound  to  say,  that  there  is  this 
new  principle  involved  in  it  which  no 
doubt   the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Home  Secretary  will  use  as  as  an  objec- 
tion to  it — namely,  that  while  in  most 
of  our  coercive  legislation  in  the  past 
we  have  dealt  with  those  persons  em- 
ployed in  production,  in  this  Bill  W6 
deal  with  those  who  are  employed  m 
distribution.     But  this  Bill  is  divided 
into  two  parts ;  and  I  hope  the  House, 
if  it  cannot  agree  with  that  part  of  it 
affecting  women    labour,   will,  at  aB 
events,   agree  with    that    part   of   it 
which  makes    effective    the    measure 
introduced  by  the  right  hon.  Member  for 
the  London  University  (Sir  John  Lub- 
bock)  a  few  years  ago.     I  hope  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Home  Secre- 
tary will  take  this  matter    into   his 
serious  consideration,  and  as  the  House 
a  few  years  ago  definitely  decided  by  * 
large  majority  that  these  young  persons 
in  shops  should  be  protected,  that  be 
will  now  accept  the   means  proposed 
by  my  hon    Friend  behind  me  (Mr. 
Provand)  to  make  that  proposal  realty 
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otive;  and  as  regards  the  latter 
k  of  the  Bill,  which,  in  my  mind,  in 
le  way  more  or  less  extends  the 
iciple  of  interference  with  women 
)ur  to  shops  for  the  first  time,  I 
e  he  will  also  assent  to  that 
tciple  as  well.  I  am  not  going  to 
tble  the  House  with  the  particulars 
oh  have  been  already  given  in  refer- 
>  to  the  absolute  necessity  there  is 
farther  legislation  in  respect  to  this 
fcer.  But  there  is  one  great  advan- 
which  this  Bill  has  over  other 
i  which  have  been  brought  before 
•namely,  its  considerable  elasticity. 
great  objection  to  the  Bill  intro- 
>d  by  the  right  hon.  Baronet  behind 
-the  Shop  Hours  Bill — was  that  it 
ided  a  fixed  closing  hour  for  every 
in  the  week. 

b  JOHN  LUBBOCK :  That  was 
the  Shop  Hours  Bill ;  it  was  the 
y  Closing  Bill. 

b.  S.  BUXTON:  Yes.  It  was 
>aed  by  hon.  Members  on  the 
nd  that  it  provided  that  there 
Id  be  fixed  hours  for  closing  in- 
1  of  leaving  to  the  different 
icts  a  certain  amount  of  elasticity 
rorking  it  out.  This  Bill  provides 
the  maximum  number  of  hours  in 
week  should  be  74.  The  hon. 
iber  for  Wigan  said  there  had  been 
eat  deal  of  exaggeration  in  regard 
he  number  of  hours  worked  by 
ans  in  shops ;  but  I  think  he  will 
b  that  74  hours  a  week  is  sufficient, 
further  hours  than  that  can  be 
ided.  These  74  hours  can  be 
&d  over  the  week  in  the  way  best 
A  to  the  particular  trades  and 
icular  localities  ;  therefore,  the 
ment  that  it  is  too  hard-and-fast  a 
cannot  be  urged  against  this  Bill, 
l  the  hon.  Member  for  Wigan  said 
should  be  very  careful  in  re- 
to  this  matter,  because  we 
it  injure  the  trades  of  shops ; 
I  think  that  was  completely 
rered  by  the  very  admirable  speech 
ay  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
igow  when  he  pointed  out  that,  after 
there  is  no  foreign  competition  in 
lection  with  this  matter.  It  seems 
ie  that  the  great  advantage  of  this 
will  be  that  it  will  take  a  step  fur- 
in  the  right  direction  ;  that  it 
see  that  the  Act  of  a  few  years 
in    reference    to    these    young 


persons,  is  properly  carried  out :  and  be 
Tfirst  step  in  further  restriction  in  ra- 
gard  to  the  hours  of  those  employed  in 
shops.  I  think  it  is  perfectly  clear,  from 
what  I  have  heard  from  previous  speak- 
ers, that  the  bulk  of  the  women  them- 
selves are  in  favour  of  this  proposal.  No 
doubt  the  Home  Secretary  will  use  the 
argument  which  he  used  over  and  over 
again  when  we  were  discussing  the 
Factory  Acts — namely,  that  he  is  not 
prepared  to  take  the  responsibility  on 
his  shoulders ;  that  his  Inspectors  were 
not  prepared  to  undertake  such  labour 
as  this.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Home  Secretary  has  a  very  considerable 
number  of  Inspectors  to  carry  out  the 
present  Factory  and  Workshops  Act. 
Last  year  we  put  aside  from  the  Home 
Office  a  great  deal  of  the  responsibility 
in  reference  to  the  workshops,  in 
regard  to  sanitary  and  other  con- 
ditions, and  I  say  that  to  add 
this  particular  duty  to  those  already 
existing  will  not  be  throwing  too 
heavy  a  burden  upon  him,  and  I  believe 
it  will  be  carried  out  with  considerable 
ease.  I  firmly  believe,  also,  that  the 
employers  themselves  will  be  very  glad 
of  legislation  of  this  sort,  as  my  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Glasgow  has 
said.  I  think  voluntary  closing  may 
be  possible  in  certain  country  districts 
and  small  towns,  but  it  is  impossible  in 
very  large  towns  and  large  cities; 
whereas,  if  the  employers  themselves 
were  on  terms  of  equality  with  regard 
to  hours  of  closing,  they  would  gladly 
carry  out  such  an  Act  as  this. 
*(2.50.)  Viscount  CRANBORNE 
(Lancashire,  N.E.,  Darwen)  :  I  had 
the  honour  of  being  a  member  of  the 
Grand  Committee  which  dealt  very 
closely  with  the  Factory  Acts  last  Ses- 
sion. I  do  not  propose  to  support 
the  Amendment,  as  I  cannot  under- 
stand why  we  should  mix  this  ques- 
tion up  with  so  intricate  a  matter  as 
women  suffrage,  which  divides  this 
House,  not  merely  by  Party  lines,  but 
into  fragments.  The  matter  on  which 
I  propose  to  make  a  few  remarks  is 
with  respect  to  the  clause  which 
includes  women  in  the  purview  of  this 
Bill.  I  fully  admit  that  it  very  pos- 
sibly, and  very  probably,  is  the  case, 
that  there  are  many  women  employed 
in  shops  who  live  a  life  of  great 
hardship,   which    we    should    all    de- 
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sire  to  mitigate  as  far  as  we  can ; 
and  I  cannot  say  that  it  would  be  con- 
trary to  the  spirit  of  former  legislation 
to  do  so,  because  with  the  Factory  Acts 
staring  us  in  the  face — in  which  this 
House  and  Parliament  has  agreed  to 
limit  the  hours  of  labour  of  adult 
women  in  factories — there  is  no  reason 
why  we  should  not  extend  that  prin- 
ciple to  the  limiting  of  their  labour  in 
shops.  But  I  have  had  representations 
made  to  me,  not  only  last  year,  but 
this,  on  behalf  of  the  women  them- 
selves, who  are  unwilling  that  such 
legislation  should  be  passed.  And  the 
reason  they  allege — rightly  or  wrongly 
— and  I  am  far  from  pretending  that  I 
have  sufficient  knowledge  to  pronounce 
upon  it — but  the  reason  they  allege  is 
that  if  the  hours  are  limited,  in  many 
cases  it  will  be  the  custom  of  owners 
and  shop  proprietors  to  dispense  with 
women  labour  altogether,  and  employ 
none  but  men.  Now,  in  my  judg- 
ment, and,  I  think,  in  the  judgment  of 
the  House,  it  would  be  better  that 
these  women  should  work,  and  work  too 
hard,  than  not  work  at  all ;  it  would  be 
better  they  should  earn  wages — even 
that  they  should  endure  a  great  deal 
of  hardship — than  that  they  and  their 
families  should  be  deprived  of  this 
money,  which  goes  to  keep  the  house 
over  them,  and  to  keep  themselves  and 
their  families.  And  there  is  no  one 
who  was  present  at  the  Debates 
of  the  Grand  Committee  last 
year  but  will  bear  me  out  when 
I  say  that  this  matter  is  a  very 
important  one.  There  was  a  speech 
delivered  by  an  hon.  Gentleman  in  the 
Grand  Committee  which  to  me  let  in  a 
flood  of  light  upon  this  question.  The 
lion.  Member  for  Bethnal  Green,  whom 
I  do  not  see  in  his  place  at  this 
moment,  speaking  with  respect  to 
women  labour — not  in  regard  to  shops, 
but  in  regard  to  women  labour  in  the 
chain-making  districts  of  Staffordshire — 
urged  as  one  of  the  reasons  why  the 
hours  should  be  limited  that,  even  if  it 
led  to  the  cessation  of  women  labour 
altogether,  it  would  raise  the  wages  of 
the  men.  It  was  not  cynically  said  ; 
he  believed  it  would  be  an  advantage  to 
the  community  at  large  even  if  women 
•did  not  work  at  all,  if  the  wt  ges  of  the  men 
could  be  raised.  I  say  that  is  a  principle 
we  cannot  assent  to,  and  have  no  right 
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to  assent  to.  These  women  are  _ 
by  Providence  powers  for  work  ui 
earning  money,  and  they  have  eraj|: 
right  to  use  them,  and  we  have  no  ityt 
to  restrain  them  from  earning  what  the) 
can  for  the  common  good.  I  believe tM 
is  the  view  of  the  hon.  Member  far 
Bethnal  Green  and  the  hon.  Member 
for  Poplar.  I  believe  the  hon.  Memte 
for  Poplar  would  be  only  too  glad  if  Ik 
could  have  stopped  women's  work  alto- 
gether. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON :  No,  do. 

-Viscount  CRANBORNE:  Well,* 
any  rate  he  is  in  favour  of  the  restrictioa 
of  their  hours  of  labour,  and  he  wendi 
be  inclined  to  restrict  the  hours  A 
labour  of  men  as  well  as  women.  Ido 
not  at  all  agree  with  the  argumentr 
applied  to  the  matter  of  the  restraint  of 
the  hours  of  labour  used  by  hon.  Mem- 
bers opposite,  and  therefore  I  cannot 
support  this  Bill  at  the  present  stage. 
But  no  doubt  the  matter  is  full  oi 
interest,  and  it  would  be  a  public 
benefit  if  some  method  could  be  devised 
whereby  in  many  hard  cases  of  over- 
work on  the  part  of  these  unfortunate 
women  some  remedy  could  be  applied; 
and  therefore  I  confess  that  I  welcome 
the  Motion  which  has  been  put  upon 
the  Paper  in  the  name  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
the  University  of  London,  that  this 
matter  should  be  referred  to  a  Select 
Committee.  I  have  no  fear  of  the 
result  of  the  Select  Committee.  I 
believe  the  result  of  the  Select  Com- 
mittee would  show  the  essential  diffi- 
culty of  dealing  with  this  subject,  but 
it  might  be  fruitful  in  some  suggestion 
which  might  benefit  these  unfortunate 
women. 

*(3.4.)  Mr.  THOMAS  HENBI 
BOLTON  (St.  Pancras,  N.) :  Ihardli 
like  to  give  a  silent  vote  upon  this  Bill 
as  I  have  some  difficulty  in  dealing 
with  it.  As  the  noble  Lord  has  said 
the  subject  is  full  of  interest,  anc 
is  one  appealing  very  strongly  t< 
our  sympathies.  I  do  not  suppoa 
anyone  suggests  that  the  legisLatiw 
in  reference  to  young  persons  shoufc 
be  repealed.  I  believe  the  genera 
feeling  is  that  this  legislatiw 
should  be  re-considered,  with  thf 
view  of  making  it  practically  effective 
and  if  the  proposition  of  the  right  hon 
Gentleman     the    Member     for     tfo 
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( University  of  London  were  carried  out, 
the  Bill  referred  to  a  Select  Com- 
ittee,     that    Committee    would     no 
ibt  primarily  turn  their  attention 
the   legislation    with  reference  to 
>ung   persons,    as    to    how    in    any 
iwray  it  could  be  strengthened  so  as  to 
full  effect  to  it.     But  the  Bill  pre- 
lts  very  serious  difficulties  in  con- 
Jttection  with  the  limitation  of  the  hours 
of  labour  of  women  employed  in  shops. 
•Of  course,  we  all  sympathise  very  much 
"with  these  women,  who,  in  many  cases, 
not    very   strong  in  health,   who 
>ur  very  many  hours  in  very  tedious 
iployment  in  shops.      But  how  far 
we  are  justified  in  prohibiting  the  em- 
ijrtoyment  of  women — who  have  just  as 
much  right  to  be  employed  as  men — 
.beyond  a  certain  period  of  time,  and 
facing  them  to  that  extent  at  a  disad- 
vantage with  men,  is  another  and  a 
much     more     serious      question.      I 
[•doubt  very  much  whether  there  has 
kitten  any  strong  expression  of  opinion 
by    any    large    number     of     women 
with  reference  to  this  matter ;  and  no 
legislation  of  this  kind  could  be  justi- 
fied, much  less  enforced,  unless  there 
were  a  very  strong  popular  feeling  be- 
^iind  it.     This  Bill  proposes  not  only 
to  prohibit  the  employment  of  women 
in  shops,  but  "  about "  shops — "  in  and 
-about  shops."    I  do  not  know  what  is 
meant  exactly  by  that  word  "  about," 
bat  I  think    that    expression    has   a 
very  extensive,  and  may  have  a  very 
sweeping  effect.      The    Bill  defines  a 
Aop.    It    includes    a    retail   as    well 
U  a  wholesale  shop,  a  market  stall, 
4   warehouse,    and   licensed    public- 
house,    and     refreshment     house     of 
toy  kind.     There  may  be  very  good 
masons  for  limiting  the  hours  of  labour, 
if  practicable,  in  factories  and  whole- 
tab  shops;  but  when  you  come  to  carry 
that  still  further  to  retail  shops  and 
fhces  where  a    few  persons  are  em- 
ployed, many  of  them  with  the  mem- 
bers of  the  family  in  the  same  house, 
I  think  you  are  making  a  proposition 
of  extreme  difficulty.    Many  of  these 
employments    are    employments   that 
are  not  continuous  during  the  whole 
•day ;  they  are  intermittent.    Take,  for 
instance,     the    case    of    refreshment 
bouses,  where  women  are  largely  em- 
ployed.   There  is  a  press  of  business 
m  the  middle  of  the  day  in  certain 


quarters  of  the  City,  and  after  that 
there  is  comparatively  very  little  to  be 
done.  In  the  West-End  they  are  not  so 
busy  in  the  early  part  of  the  day,  but 
very  busy  in  the  later  part  of  the  day. 
Again,  in  the  suburban  shops  there  are 
periods  in  the  day  when  they  are  busy, 
and  when  almost  all  the  business  is 
done.  But  if  you,  without  any  quali- 
fication, apply  to  those  shops  a  sweeping 
law  of  this  kind,  it  will  be  a 
strong  thing.  Again,  Sir,  there  are 
many  highly-paid  women  in  West- End 
shops  who  are  obliged,  at  certain 
seasons  of  the  year,  to  work  almost 
night  and  day.  For  the  remainder  of 
the  year  they  have  comparatively 
little  to  do.  Is  it  desirable  that  they 
should  be  interfered  with?  I  have 
no  particular  hesitation  in  dealing 
with  the  large  places  of  business  ;  but 
I  desire  to  say  a  word  in  favour  of  that 
numerous  class  of  struggling  shop- 
keepers whose  business  will  not  admit 
of  them  keeping  a  large  and  qualified 
staff  of  assistants.  I  feel,  as  strongly 
as  anybody  can  do,  against  the  over- 
work in  shops,  but  I  am  not  prepared 
to  go  in  advance  of  public  opinion. 
I  think  the  Bill  should  be  read  a  second 
time,  as  most  of  us  agree  with  a  portion 
of  it,  and  should  go  to  a  Com- 
mittee ;  but  it  should  go  free  from  any 
influence  or  sanction  on  the  part  of 
this  House.  The  Committee  can  take 
evidence,  and  I  hope  that  some  practical 
result  will  be  the  outcome  of  its 
labours. 
*(3.15.)  Mb.  J.  R.  KELLY  (Cam 
berwell,  N.)  :  In  the  absence  of  any 
sufficient  indication  of  opinion  on  the 
part  of  the  large  section  of  the  com- 
munity more  immediately  concerned, 
I  do  not  think  the  Government  can, 
or  ought,  to  support  this  Bill.  What 
do  the  shop  girls  and  the  small  shop- 
keepers think  about  it  ?  That  is  what 
we  want  to  know.  As  regards  the 
Amendment  upon  the  Paper,  I  was 
certainly  astonished  it  should  have  found 
its  way  there ;  but  I  confess  I  was 
astounded  that  it  should  have  been 
moved  by  my  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
Stockport.  It  is  a  women's  suffrage 
Amendment,  and  what  do  the  few 
widows  and  scatter-brained  spinsters, 
who  are  ratepayers,  know  of  the 
wishes  of  tens  of  thousands  of  girls  in 
humble  life  ?    How  are  they  to  know 
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them?  I  was  astounded  to  find  the 
names  of  the  hon.  Members  for  Stock- 
port, St.  Helen's,  and  the  Accrington 
Division  of  Lancashire  on  the  back  of 
the  Bill.  I  should  like  to  know  what 
the  small  shopkeepers  in  their  con- 
stituencies have  to  say  to  it.  I 
should  also  like  to  know  what  the 
small  shopkeepers  all  over  England  will 
have  to  say  to  it  ?  The  hon.  Member 
for  Peckham  said — "  We  must  compel 
the  shopkeepers  to  treat  their  assis- 
tants with  humanity."  What  does 
this  involve,  but  a  wholly  unjustifiable 
charge  against  all  who  keep  shop-assis- 
tants? Now,  Sir,  I  should  like  to 
say  that  I  have  gone  into  hundreds  of 
shops  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining 
whether  they  were  in  favour  of  early 
closing,  and  I  found  that  it  is  not  the 
shopkeepers  who  are  to  blame  for  the 
shops  being  kept  open  late,  but  the 
public  who  will  not  shop  early.  In- 
duce the  public  to  shop  early,  and  there 
will  be  no  necessity  whatever  for  this 
Bill.  Sir,  the  hon.  Member  for  Peck- 
ham  made  use  of  an  argument  respect- 
ing the  profits  of  shopkeepers,  which  I 
think  he  ought  not  to  have  employed, 
for  it  was  practically  that  this  House 
ought  not  to  refuse  to  pass  the  Bill  be- 
cause those  profits  would  be  diminished. 
What  does  this  House  care  about  the 
profits  of  shopkeepers  ?  In  the  suburbs 
of  London,  as  I  can  tell  him,  there  are 
very  few  shopkeepers  wrho  employ 
more  than  one  assistant,  and  gener- 
ally she  has  some  claim  upon  them — 
either  because  she  is  a  family  connection, 
or  for  some  other  reason,  and  I  know 
she  is  not  treated  as  a  servant  would  be 
treated  by  his  master,  but  really  as 
a  member  of  his  family.  Moreover,  I 
can  say  that,  so  far  from  making  enor- 
mous fortunes,  999  out  of  every  1,000 
shopkeepers  find  it  a  very  difficult  thing 
to  live,  and  to  make  both  ends  meet. 
Sir,  some  astonishment  has  been  ex- 
pressed to  my  knowledge,  as  to  why  some 
sen-ants  are  included  in  this  Bill.  If 
hon.  Members  will  turn  to  the  Defini- 
tion Clause,  they  will  find  that  the  Bill 
will  include  all  the  cases  of  hotels. 
This  Bill  is  so  recklessly  drawn  that 
the  kitchenmaids,  and  the  chamber- 
maids, after  a  certain  number  of  hours 
will  have  to  be  turned  into  the  street, 
until  the  time  comes  for  them  to  return 
to  go  to  bed.     There  is  an  invitation  to 
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the  employers  to  do  that,  for  the  penoa  Br- 
must  not  be  in  or  about  a  shop,  or  in  or 
about   an   hotel,  and   the  hotelkeeps 
could  not  escape  conviction  and  punish- 
ment under  this  Bill,  unless  he  turned 
his    poor    girls    into    the    street   fa 
some     hours     at     night.      There  is 
great  force  in  what  has  been  said  by 
the  noble    and    learned    Member  for 
Darwen.     Women  feel  that  there  is  I 
disposition  to    drive  them  altogether 
from  employment.     They  claim,  and  I 
think  they  have  a  right  to  claim,  to  be 
at  liberty  to  sell  their  labour  when  they 
like,  to  whom  they  like,  and  for  whit 
they  like.     So  far  as  the  Shop  Hours 
Regulation  Act  goes,  we  have  no  ob- 
jection to  its  renewal.     We  will  vote 
for  its  being  made  perpetual  at  any 
moment.     If   that    Act   was  properly 
enforced — and  there  is  no  reason  why 
it  should  not  be — there  would  be  ample 
protection  given  to  those  who  ought  to 
be  protected.     Women    of    18   years 
and    upwards    do    not   desire    to  be 
treated  as  children,  and  they  ought  to 
be  allowed  to  go  into  the  market  and 
make  their  own  terms.     If  this  Bill 
passed,    the  first  effect  would  be  to 
compel  small    tradesmen  to   consider 
whether  they  should  have  assistants  or 
not,     and     this    would     mean  that 
wages  would  be  reduced.     But,  Sir,  I 
say  that  until  there  has  been  some  real 
demand  on  the  part  of  those  for  whom 
it  is  sought  to  legislate,    the  House 
should  not  allow7  the  Bill  to  pass.  The 
shopkeepers,  so  far  as  we  know,  are  not 
in  favour  of  this  Bill,  though,  of  course. 
they  would  be  only  too  glad  to  limit 
the  hours  during  which  they  are  now 
obliged    to    keep    their    shops   open. 
But    until    we   have  some  knowledge 
of   the    feelings  of  those  who  will  be 
affected,    I    hope  the  House  will  not 
allow  this  Bill  to  be  advanced. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  GEDGE  :  May  I  say 
that,  with  the  permission  of  the  House, 
I  will  withdraw  my  Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Main  Question  again  proposed. 
(3.33.)     Mr.   ESSLEMONT  (Aber- 
deen, E.) :  The  hon.  Member  forCamber- 

well  seemingly  spent  a  great  deal  {* 
time  in  making  observations  |n 
regard  to  the  feelings  of  shopkeepers  to 
relation  to  this  question. 
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Mb.  KELLY :  My  inquiries,  which 
fere  conducted  two  or  three  years 
igo,  had  reference  to  the  early  closing 
movement. 

Mr.  BSSLEMONT :  Then  the  hon. 
Member  introduced  a  matter  which 
lad  no  reference  to  this  question  at  all, 
rat  something  which  occurred  two  or 
hree  years  ago. 

Mr.  KELLY :  Will  the  hon.  Mem- 
ter  again  pardon  me  ?  The  subject  was 
lot  introduced  by  me,  but  by  one  of 
he  Members  for  Glasgow,  who  spoke 
t  considerable  length  upon  it. 

Mb.  ESSLEMONT :  Well,  I  am  not 
ware  of  the  reason  of  the  interruption, 
Bcause  I  do  not  think  there  is  any 
ifference  between  us.  I  look  upon 
lis  subject  with  a  very  great  amount 
f  jealousy.  I  am  as  much  in  favour 
f  liberty  as  the  hon.  Member  for  Cam- 
erwell  can  be.  But  the  Home  Secre- 
uy  knows  that  when  he  was  dealing 
ith  the  Workshops  Act  a  year  ago,  I 
x>k  the  liberty  of  expressing  to  the 
ight  hon.  Gentleman  that  he  should 
eal  with  the  hours  of  shops.  In  the 
rorkshops  there  is  more  difficulty  about 
tie  visitations  of  Inspectors  than  in 
tie  case  of  sale  shops.  In  the  case  of 
ale  shops  nobody  has  found  the 
lightest  fault  with  the  intrusion  of  In- 
pectors,  who  are  always  courteous  and 
rho  often  make  valuable  suggestions 
ei  regard  to  matters  of  importance. 
1  good  deal  was  said  by  the  hon. 
lember  for  Camberwell  with  regard  to 
oung  women,  and  I  maintain  that  to 
liege  that  the  class  of  women  who 
eceive  employment  at  our  counters  are 
'ping  out,  as  he  insinuated  in  an 
ofamous  way,  into  the  streets  is  a 
lander. 

Mr.  KELLY  :  I  beg  pardon  ;  I  said 
lothing  of  the  kind.  What  I  said  was, 
hat  if  this  Bill  passed  it  would  force 
lotel-keepers  to  drive  their  servants  to 

inA   fltl*fiftts 

Mr.  ESSLEMONT :  What  does  the 
ion.  Member  mean  by  driving  them  to 
;he  streets  ? 

Mr.  KELLY :  The  hon.  Member  must 
lot  make  me  say  that.  It  is  not  fair. 
[  said  precisely  the  opposite.  I  said 
9ne  danger  of  this  Bill  was,  that  it  was 
bo  recklessly  drawn  that  if  it  were 
applied,  as  it  must  be,  to  domestic 
servants  of  hotels,  I  do  not  see  how  an 

VOL.  I.  [new  series.] 


hotel-keeper  could  help  being  summoned 
unless  he  drove  his  people  out  on  tho 

Mr.  ESSLEMONT :  I  shall  not 
again  give  way  to  the  interruption  of 
the  hon.  Member ;  but  I  repeat,  and  I 
am  in  the  recollection  of  the  House, 
that  the  hon.  Member  emphasised  it 
again  and  again,  that  the  consequence 
of  passing  this  Bill  would  be  to  drive 
those  young  women  on  to  the  streets. 
No  other  deduction  could  be  made  from 
the  statement  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Camberwell.  He  has  not  withdrawn 
that  statement. 

Mr.  KELLY :  Will  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber  permit  me — (Cries  of  "  Order  !  ") — 
the  hon.  Member  has  challenged  me — 
(Renewed  cries  of  "  Order  !  ") 

Mr.  SPEAKER  :  I  hope  the  Debate 
will  be  continued  without  personal 
altercations  between  the  two  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen. 

Mr.  ESSLEMONT:  I  am  the  last 
Member  of  this  House  to  engage  in  an 
altercation ;  but  I  must  respectfully 
enter  my  protest  against  the  hon. 
Member  for  Camberwell  making  any 
statement  which  would  imply  that  the 
passing  of  this  Bill  would  in  any  way 
undermine  the  virtue  of  the  persons 
who  are  at  present  engaged  in  shops, 
I  challenge  the  Member  for  Camber- 
well to  bring  any  proof  that  young 
women  in  shops  desire  to  work  more 
than  74  hours  a  week.  My  objection 
to  the  Bill  is  that  it  contains  Clause  10 ; 
but  I  shall  vote  for  the  Second  Reading, 
in  order  that  it  may  go  before  a  Select 
Committee. 

(3.48.)  Mr.  C.  GRAY  (Maldon, 
Essex) :  I  am  not  at  present  con- 
vinced that  those  of  us  who  sympathise 
with  the  large  class  of  young  ladies  who 
come  up  from  the  country  and  are  em- 
ployed in  the  large  towns  would  not 
show  that  sympathy  in  a  more  marked 
way  if  they  were  to  vote  for  the  Second 
Reading,  and  relegate  the  question  to  a 
Committee,  rather  than  if  they  refused 
a  Second  Reading,  and  relegated  the 
question  to  a  party  that  perhaps  would 
be  altogether  beyond  the  control  of  this 
Parliament.  I  want  this  question  to 
be  looked  into  as  speedily  as  possible. 
We  have  heard  from  the  noble  Lord 
the  Member  for  Darwen  and  others,  to 
whom  this  House  always  listens  with 
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respect,  that   if  this  Bill  becomes  law 
female  "labour  would  be  hardly  wanted 

in  the  labour  market.  But  there  is  a 
good  deal  these  ladies  do  which 
could  not  be  done  by  the  male  sex,  and 
there  is  not  the  slightest  danger  that 
the  Bill,  after  going  through  a  careful 
sifting  in  a  Select  Committee,  would 
be  put  on  the  Statute  Book  in  such  a 
form  as  to  prevent  the  employment  of 
ladies  in  those  businesses  for  which 
they  are  pre-eminently  adapted.  The 
hon.  Member  for  Camberwell  challenged 
us  to  produce  any  evidence  from  the 
ladies  themselves  as  to  this  legislation 
being  wanted.  If  he  had  seen,  as  I 
have  seen  on  many  occasions,  the 
daughters  of  our  farmers,  in  counties 
near  London,  coming  up  rosy  and 
stalwart  girls,  and  then,  after  a  few 
months  of  these  long  hours,  going  back 
home  with  all  the  roses  gone  from  their 
cheeks,  he  would  say  there  was  evidence 
which  should  not  be  treated  lightly. 
In  the  interests  of  country  girls  I  beg 
the  House  to  read  this  Bill  a  second 
time. 

•(3.53.)  Sir  JOHN  LUBBOCK  (Lon- 
don University :  I  congratulate  the 
hon.  Member  for  Glasgow  on  having 
secured  the  first  place  for  his  Bill  on 
this  occasion.  I  think  the  House 
will  agree  that  this  is  one  of  the 
most  important  questions  that  could 
be  brought  before  us,  and  it  is 
remarkable  that  no  single  Member  who 
has  spoken  has  distinctly  intimated  his 
intention  of  going  so  far  as  to  vote 
against  the  Second  Reading.  The 
hon.  Member  for  Walworth  criticised 
the  Bill  as  not  going  far  enough,  but 
let  us  invite  him  to  go  with  us  as  far  as 
it  goes.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Camberwell  spoke  of  the  evils  of  the 
proposal  as  affecting  public-houses. 
He  could  not  have  been  aware 
that  it  is  at  present  the  law, 
so  far  as  young  persons  are  con- 
cerned ;  and,  therefore,  if  the  evils  he 
foresaw  are  likely  to  ensue,  they  would 
have  occurred  already,  so  far  as 
young  persons  are  concerned.  The 
change  now  proposed,  so  far  as  public- 
houses  are  concerned,  is,  that  the  law, 
in  regard  to  young  persons,  should  be 
extended  to  women.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber said  there  was  no  demand  for 
any  legislation  as  regards  shops, 
Mr.  C.  Gray 


and     challenged     the      Member    lot 
Peckham  on  the  point.      I  am  unable 
to  say  what  is  the  opinion  there,  tat 
in      the     neighbouring      district    d 
Dulwich,    inquiry     has     shown    thit 
95    per    cent,     of    the     shopkeeper! 
in     the     poorest     quarters     were  in 
favour  of  some  legislation.     This  is  not 
a   question   between   class   and  cl&o, 
nor  between  employer  and  employed; 
and  having  attended  a  large  number  d 
meetings    in  favour  of  legislation  foe 
shop  hours,  I  say  unhesitatingly  that 
the  shopkeepers  are  almost  as  anxious  as 
the  assistants  for  some  such  legislation. 
In  Liverpool,  a  few  years  ago,  a  circular 
was  sent  out  to  2,000  shopkeepers,  and 
it  was  found  that  1,770  were  in  favour 
of  legislation,  and  only  200  against  it. 
The  editor  of  the  Cliemist  and  Druggist 
sent  out  a  circular  to   the  chemists  of 
the  country,  and  received  answers  from 
2,000,    showing    that    1,330    of  that 
number  were  in  favour   of  legislation 
and  only  600  against  it.      Until  within 
the  last  few  years  the   Early  Closinf 
Association  themselves  were  opposed 
to  all  such  legislation ;  but  they  were 
so  struck  by  the  evidence  of  the  Com- 
mittee, over  which  I  had  the  honour  to 
preside  in  1886,  that  they  took  steps  to 
ascertain  the  feelings  of  several  thou- 
sand  shopkeepers  in  the  poorest  districts 
of  London,  and  found  there  was  a  very 
large  majority  of  them   who    wished 
for  some  legislation.      There  has  never 
yet  been  a  meeting  of  shopkeepers  in 
London  or  in  any  great  city  which  has 
opposed  legislation  on  the  subject.   One 
was  called  for  the  purpose,  which  I 
attended  in  the  South  of  London,  but  it 
ended  by  passing  a  unanimous  resolu- 
tion   in  favour   of    our    Half-Holiday 
Bill.     I  believe  it  would  be  popular 
with  the  shopkeepers  if  Her  Majesty's 
Government   could  see  their  way  to 
allow  this  Bill  to   be  read  a  second 
time,  and  referred  to  a  Select  Com- 
mittee.    As  regards  the  feeling  of  cus- 
tomers, it  is  important  that  the  Trade 
Council     of     London,     as    well     as 
those    of     Glasgow    and    elsewhere, 
have    passed    unanimous    resolutions 
asking  the  House  to  deal  with  this 
evil.     I  had  the  honour,  two  or  three 
years  ago,   of    presenting  a    petition, 
signed  by  the  Presidents  of  the  College 
of  Surgeons  and    Physicians,    Sir  J. 
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'toget,  and  most  of  the  other  leaders 
f  the  medical  profession,  and  more 
ban  300  medical  men  practising  in 
•ondon,  calling  attention  to  the  fact 
lat  the  health  of  shop-women  was 
offering  terribly.  I  have  also  presented 
ther  petitions  signed,  amongst  others, 
f  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  the 
»iahop  of  London,  several  other 
Sshops,  and  several  hundred  clergy- 
ten,  as  well  as  by  Cardinal  Manning, 
ad  by  a  large  portion  of  the  Roman 
athoHc  priests  of  London,  and  by 
lany  Dissenting  ministers  of  the 
[etropolis,  praying  this  House  to  pass 
>me  legislation,  because,  at  present, 
nail  shopkeepers  and  their  assistants 
ive  no  opportunity  or  time  for 
digious  offices.  The  evidence  we 
&d  before  us  in  Committee  was 
sry  strong,  to  the  effect  that  work 
t  shops  was  often  more  exhaust- 
ig  than  even  in  factories.  I 
unk,  however,  the  noble  Lord  the 
[ember  for  Darwen  made  a  very 
msible  speech  on  this  subject,  and  I 
alieve  that  the  House  would  act 
isely  and  prudently  if  it  were  to 
sfer  this  matter  to  a  Select  Com- 
rittee,  which  would  take  evidence, 
ad  I,  for  one,  should  be  glad,  to  a  certain 
ttent,  to  suspend  my  judgment  as 
>  the  proposal  to  extend  this  present 
ct  to  women.  At  the  same  time,  I  feel 
iat  the  necessity  for  some  interference 
i  so  great  that  I  hope  the  House  will 
afer  the  Bill,  in  order  that  we  may 
xamine  the  matter  and  take  evidence. 
The  second  main  point  is  the  question 
{  the  appointment  of  Inspectors  to 
arry  out  the  provisions  of  the  Shop 
Jours  [Regulation  Act  of  1886.  That 
let  has  done  a  great  amount  of  good, 
t  has  done  much  to  diminish  the 
0ng  hours  of  labour  for  boys 
tad  girls,  but  I  never  did  think  it 
would  entirely  meet  that  great  evil.  I 
should    like   the    Committee  to  have 

Swer  to  deal  with  that  point  also, 
e  are  told  that  a  whole  army  of 
Inspectors  will  be  necessary,  and 
thousands  of  pounds  will  have  to  be  spent 
on  them,  but  I  do  not  think  so  at  all.  I 
believe  that  a  much  smaller  measure  than 
that  suggested  opposite  might  effect 
»he  whole  object.  Only  yesterday,  in 
he  evidence  of  the  Licensed  Victuallers 
)efore  the  Committee  on  the  Hours  of 


Labour,  it  was  said  that  the  hours  of 
barmaids  were  very  much  exaggerated, 
they  were  not  100,  but  only  81  a  week ; 
surely  that  is  a  great  deal  too  much* 
When  the  Early  Closing  Association* 
hears  of  a  case  of  long  hours,  there  is 
great  difficulty  in  getting  the  evidence 
in  a  form  they  can  take  into  a  Court 
of  Law ;  the  boy  or  girl,  and  the 
parents  also,  are  reluctant  to  offer  testi- 
mony, because  it  means  unpleasantness 
between  them  and  the  employer.  But 
if  they  could  go  to  the  Inspector  quietly, 
and  he  could  then  go  to  the  employer 
and  say  that  he  had  reason  to  believe 
that  young  persons  were  employed 
there  longer  than  was  authorised  by 
law,  that  would  often  lead  to  the 
remedying  of  the  state  of  affairs.  The 
number  of  prosecutions  under  the  Act 
is  no  measure  of  the  good  it  has  done, 
because  in  many  cases  the  employer 
shortens  the  hours  when  his  attention 
is  called  to  the  matter.  If,  however, 
a  few  Inspectors  were  appointed, 
the  Early  Closing  Association  might 
go  to  one  of  them  and  say,  "  We 
have  reliable  evidence  that  the 
Act  is  not  being  complied  with  in  such 
and  such  an  establishment,  will  you 
inquire  into  the  matter?"  The 
Inspector  would  inquire  for  himself, 
and  there  would  be  nothing  more 
invidious  than  in  the  case  of  the 
Factory  Acts.  I  should  propose,  there- 
fore, with  the  consent  of  my  hon. 
Friend,  if  the  Bill  be  read  a  second 
time,  to  move  that  it  be  referred  to  a 
Select  Committee.  If  we  do  that,  it 
will  be  a  step  which  will  be  heartily 
supported  by  the  vast  majority  of  shop- 
keepers in  the  country.  No  hon. 
Member  has  expressed  any  doubt  that 
thousands  and  thousands  of  shop 
assistants  and  small  shopkeepers  are 
being  employed  for  80  to  90  hours  a 
week,  and  that  is  incompatible  with 
maintaining  the  health  of  the  popula- 
tion. Surely,  this  House,  when  the 
facts  are  brought  before  it,  will  make 
an  effort  to  alter  the  state  of  things ; 
they  will  not  put  this  Bill  on  one  side 
and  say,  We  will  not  allow  it  to  be  in- 
quired into.  I  would  implore  the 
House  and  the  Government  to  let  the 
Bill  be  read  a  second  time  and  referred 
to  a  Select  Committee :  in  that  case  the 
House  will  earn  the  gratitude  of 
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thousands    of    our    countrymen    and 
women,  and  have  passed  a  piece  of  legis- 
lation   which  will    be   most  enduring 
and  beneficent  in  its  effects. 
'    *The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
the     HOME     DEPARTMENT    (Mr. 
Matthews,  Birmingham,  E.) :   This  is 
one  of  those  measures  in   which  the 
Government  does  not  think  necessary 
to  intervene  between  the   Mover  and 
the  House,  and  in  the  few  observations 
I  am  about  to  make  I  am  stating  my 
own   opinion,  and  not  the  opinion   of 
the   Government.       As  an   individual 
Member  of  the  House,  such  opinions 
as  I  have  been  able  to   form  from  the 
materials     before     me    are    certainly 
not     favourable     to      the     Bill.        I 
quite     agree     that     the      hours      of 
labour  have  been  reduced  in  factories 
and    workshops,    and    the    argument 
is,  why  not  go  a  step  further  and  reduce 
the  hours  in  shops  ?    Because  if  they 
did   that,  some    philanthropist  would 
come  forward  and  say,  why  not  reduce 
the  hours  of  labour  in  private  houses  ? 
You  deal  here  with    the    labours    of 
women    in     a    way    in     which    you 
have  not  dealt  with  it  in  the  Factory 
Acts.     You  had  a  general  rule  for  the 
limitation  of  hours,  but  that  was  subject 
to  many  exceptions,  and  you  introduced 
a  provision  allowing  overtime  in  cases  of 
pressure    of   work,   and    other    cases. 
No  shop  assistant    or  shopkeeper    is 
allowed  by  this  Bill  the  slightest  lati- 
tude in  cases  of  emergency,  such  as  are 
provided  in  the  Factory  Acts.  In  those 
Acts  there   are    exceptional  cases    of 
overtime,  such  as  the  case  of  the  Jews, 
which  are  dealt  with.     I  belong  to  the 
exploded  school  of  Individualism,  which 
the  hon.  Member  for  Peckham  derided. 
I     am   still  old-fashioned    enough   to 
think  that  those  who  desire  to  shorten 
the  hours  of  labour  of  adult  persons, 
male  or  female,  ought  to  make  out  an 
overwhelming  case  in  their  favour.     I 
should  be  extremely  sorry  if  the  House 
were  to  adopt  a  slipshod  mode  of  pro- 
cedure, and  say,    We  have  restricted 
labour  in   one  direction,  and   we    are 
going  to   do   it   in  every   other.     The 
only  ground  I  have   heard    urged    in 
favour  of  this  Bill  is  the  medical  ground. 
It   was  said   that   the   hours    worked 
by    women     in    shops     were    so    in- 
jurious that  the  House  ought  to  inter- 
Sir  John  Lubbock 


fere  on  the  ground  of  health.    I  ctook 
contradict  that   on   my  own  penal' 
knowledge,  but  in  such  documents  u  I 
have  access  to  there  is  no  evidence 
support  that  view.     In  the  Report 
the    Committee   of  1886,  to  which* 
much  reference  has  been  made,  theni 
nothing  to  show  that  the  hours  of 
of  young  women  in  shops — hours  loeg 
and     excessive,   if    you     please— p» 
duced     such      injurious      effects 
their    health    as    to    form    a  fi 
basis  and  ground    for    legislation 
this      House.       It      is      true     tL 
was  one    medical  man,   the  retained 
official  of  the  Early  Closing  A 
Dr.  Abbott,  cited  by  the  Mover  of 
Bill,  who  appeared  to  think  that 
work  in  a  shop  was  more  fatiguing  snl 
put  greater    strain    on    the  feminine 
system  than  did  work  in  a  factory.  TV 
machinery  in  the  latter  was  always  the 
same,   while   in  the  former  the  cus- 
tomers    were     numerous    and   their 
humours  variable.     I  do  not  think  that 
many  medical  men  will  agree  that » 
woman   spending  ten   hours  before  I 
spinning-jenny — a    machine  requiring 
extreme  watchfulness,  and  in  a  con- 
stant go  and  whirl — is  not  workedharderj 
than  one  who  waited  on  those  whose  ! 
tastes  in  ribbons  were  difficult  to  satisfy. 
The    independent   doctors    who  wew 
called  before  the    Committee  of  1886- 
confined  their  observations  to  the  eases 
of  growing  girls  between  the  ages  of  15- 
and    21 — "  young    people  "  said  one,. 
"  girls  under  18  "  said  another.    The? 
were  the  people  in  whose  cases  arose- 
physical  injury  in  consequence  of  the! 
long  hours  kept  in  many  of  the  shop  ! 
of  the  country.     I  cannot    find  anY 
evidence  in  regard  to  adult  women.  I 
applied  to  the  Registrar  General  and 
asked  him  whether  he   could  throw 
any  light  on  the  question,  and  whether 
the  mortality  of  shop  assistants  was 
higher  than  that  of  other  classes  of  the 
population,    and     the    information  1 
received  was,  that  no  material  exists 
for    making     any    positive    statement 
on  the  subject.       If  anybody  asserts 
that    shop    women    suffer    in    excess 
of    other  women,   and    have    shorter 
lives,  I  should  like  to  know  the  basis 
on  which  they  found  the  assertion.  Ac- 
cording to  my  evidence  it  is  mere  sup- 
position.    If  hon.  Members  will  turn  to 
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B  last  Report  of  the  Registrar  General 
ey  will  find,  it  is  true,  no  statistics 
fating  to  women,  but  the  shop- 
lepers  and  the  men  employed  as 
M&fcants  are  lumped  together,  and 
ley  have  a  lower  mortality  than 
any  other  occupations.  Therefore 
ie  medical  ground,  which,  so  far 
1 1  know,  is  the  only  ground  for  sup- 
)rting  this  legislation — exceptional, 
tough  not  unprecedented  —  is  not 
oven.  That  it  is  an  interference  with 
e  labour  of  adult  men  and  women  it 

impossible  to  deny.  I  do  not  feel 
re,  I  confess,  as  to  what  extent  this 
D,  if  passed,  wiH  interfere  with  the 
ptimate  and  proper  employment  of 
>men,  but  I  feel  that  it  would  tend  to 
rgely  displace  women  from  those 
18868  of  labour  which  they  now 
eupy.  There  are  shops  in  which  you 
nnot  dispense  with  the  women  assis- 
lts,  but  there  are  many  shops,  ware- 
oses,  markets,  stalls,  public-houses, 
3  refreshment  houses  where  you 
ght  well  dispense  with  their  services 
ogether;  .and  I  feel  that  in  such 
ces  they  would  be  largely  displaced 

men,  and  mainly  by  foreigners. 
e  hon.  Member  for  Poplar,  who 
3ws  the  factory  legislation  and  its 
lefit  to  this  country,  will  at  once  see 
>  embarrassment  of  the  case  if  a 
story  Inspector  had  to  decide  when 
roung  woman,  employed,  say,  at  an 
iel,  was  at  work.  Is  she  at  work 
en  she  is  dawdling  about  waiting 
a  bell  to  ring?  That  would 
rays  arise  when  you  are  dealing  with 
ermittent  and  non-continuous  em- 
•yment. 

Mb.  &  BUXTON  (Tower  Hamlets, 
plari  :  We,  on  this  side,  are  agreed 
it  trie  Bill  should  go  to  a  Select 
mmittee,  in  order  that  these  points 
)uld  there  be  dealt  with. 
Mb.  MATTHEWS:  I  cannot  help 
nking  that  the  Bill  will  seriously 
erfere  with  trade,  and  for  that  I 
ve  not  heard  a  sufficient  reason 
rancecL.  I  do  not  know  whether 
)  House  has  noticed  the  fact  t)r<i 

the  figures  quoted  are  from  oux  :  id 
and  the  Early  Closing  Association, 
dved  in  a  new  cause.  This  House 
i  rejected  the  Early  Closing  Bill  by  a 
jority  of  three  to  one ;  but  in  a  speech 
-de  earlier  in  the  day  by  the  hon. 


Member  for  the  Tradeston  Division  it 
was  frankly  admitted  and  avowed  that 
this  is  an  Early  Closing  Bill,  the  object 
of   which  is  to  bring  about  the  simul- 
taneous closing  at  an  early  hour  of  all 
the  shops   in  the  country.     I  do   not 
know   if    hon.   Members  have   altered 
their  minds  on  that  point ;  I  have  not, 
and  should  be  prepared  to  vote  against 
early  closing,  as  on  previous  occasions. 
I  suppose  that  no  one  would  suggest 
that  a  small  shopkeeper  should  have 
one    assistant    to    attend    during  the 
earlier  hours  of  business  and  another 
to  attend  during  the  later  hours.     We 
all  know  the   conditions  under  which 
the    small    shops    are  kept   open ;    if 
they   were  not,  the  customers  would 
be  discontented.     Therefore,  you  must 
either    have    discontent    or    the    shift 
system.     Those    leviathan     establish- 
ments against  which  the  hon.  Member 
for    Peckham    directed  what   I   must 
think  were  valedictory  sarcasms — on  the 
undue  wealth  which  was  to  be  squeezed 
out  of  them — will  not  be  touched  by 
this  Bill.     Take    Marshall    and  Snel- 
grove's,  and  those  great  establishments, 
they  are   not  open  twelve  hours  in  a 
day ;   they  do  not  begin  till  10,   and 
are   all   shut    up   at   7.     The  persons 
who   would  be  affected  are  the  small 
struggling  tradesmen  in    the   suburbs, 
who  painfully  works   to  gain  a  slight 
livelihood      out      of       the      business 
done     with    his    poor     customers     in 
the     early     hours     of     the     morning 
before     they     go    to    work,     and    in 
the  late   hours    of    the   evening  when 
they  come  back.     I   have  seen  state- 
ments by  working  men  as  to  how  im- 
possible it  would  be  for  them    to  get 
home,  have  their,  supper,  and  get  their 
shopping   done  before  closing    time  if 
an    Early    Closing   Bill   were  passed. 
One  word  I  must  say  on  the  question 
of  the  machinery  of  the  Bill.     Again, 
my  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Peck- 
ham  welcomes  the  idea  of  an  army  of 
Inspectors,  and     hundreds     of    thou- 
sands     of      pounds      being       spent 
upon      the      working     of     the     Bill. 
I   would  ask  the   House    to   consider 
seriously,  from  the  taxpayers'  point  of 
view,   what   would   be   the   pecuniary 
result  of  a  measure  which  must  neces- 
sarily apply  to  every  petty  huckster's 
shop,   warehouse,    stall,    and    market 
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throughout  the  United  Kingdom  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland.  And, 
speaking  of  Ireland,  I  must  say  that  I 
am  sorry  the  Members  for  Ireland  have 
not  raised  their  voice  in  the  course  of 
this  Debate,  as  I  am  sure  I  know  very 
little  about  the  retail  shop  trade  in 
Ireland,  or  of  the  conditions  under 
which  it  is  carried  on  ;  and,  therefore, 
in  the  absence  of  the  hon.  Members 
who  represent  Ireland,  I  am  unable  to 
say  how  the  measure  would  affect  that 
part  of  the  country.  If  this  Bill  were 
passed,  every  one  of  the  shops  I  have 
mentioned  would  have  to  be  visited  by 
Inspectors  appointed  and  controlled 
by  the  Government,  and  this,  I  believe, 
to  be  impracticable.  Again,  let  me 
refer  to  the  interesting  speech  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  the  Tradeston  Divi- 
sion of  Glasgow,  who,  I  am  sorry  to 
see,  has  left  his  place.  He  told  us,  as 
the  Chairman  of  a  large  Association 
that  is  active  in  the  matter  of  early 
closing,  of  a  prosecution  instituted 
against  the  employers  of  a  young 
boy  of  14  years  having  failed. 
Why  did  it  fail?  Because  he  said 
it  was  very  difficult  to  get  a  lad 
so  circumstanced  to  give  evidence 
against  his  employer,  as  he  did  not 
wish  to  lose  his  situation.  That  is  the 
great  difficulty.  Do  you  think  the 
Inspector  under  this  Bill  would  have 
any  magic  wand  which  would  compel 
women  to  give  evidence  ?  Those  are 
the  very  difficulties  we  have  to  deal 
with  under  the  Factory  Act,  and  you 
cannot  suppose  it  easier  for  an  Inspector 
to  detect  cases  of  over- work  in  shops 
than  it  would  be  under  the  present 
Factory  Act.  I  believe  that  unless  a 
Factory  Inspector  remained  on  the 
premises  all  day  it  would  be  impossible 
for  him  to  detect  whether,  in  particular 
cases,  the  prescribed  number  of  hours 
had  been  exceeded  or  not ;  so  that  in 
that  respect  the  Bill  would  be  only  a 
failure,  and  I  should  be  sorry  to  see  it 
passed.  I  would  most  strenuously 
urge  upon  the  House  not  to  throw 
upon  a  Government  Department 
such  a  task,  as  I  believe  no  Govern- 
ment Department  would  be  equal  to  the 
burden.  When  it  is  said  that  these 
Inspectors  would  not  be  more  annoy- 
ing to  the  shopkeeper  than  they  are  to 
the  owner  of  a  factory,  I  confess  I 
Mr.  Mattheics 


cannot  accept  the  suggestion,  nor  do  1 
see  the  truth  of  the  observation.  Vta 
is  the  Inspector  to  pursue  his  inariiyf 
When  is  he  to  enter  the  shop  ?  Dinuf 
the  business  hours,  when  the  shop  * 
open    to   customers?      Imagine  vht 
would  be  the  effect  on  the  customer 
if  an  Inspector  came  in  during  businoi 
hours,  called  away  young  women  en- 
gaged behind  counters,  and  proceeded 
to  enter  upon  inquiries  as  to  the  hound 
employment.     Is  it  suggested  that  thit 
would  not  be  an  annoyance ;  that  it 
would  not  be  highly  resented  both  by 
the  shopkeeper  and  the  customer?  AH 
these  things  seem  to  me  not  to  have 
been  very    much  considered    by  the 
framers  of  the  Bill,  and  they  seem  to 
me  to  add  to  the  matter  considerable 
difficulty.     These  are   grounds   which 
incline  me  personally  to  vote  against 
the  Second  Beading  of  this  Bill;  but,oo 
the  other   hand,   if  the  House  is  of 
opinion   that  this    is  a  subject  upon 
which  inquiry  can  throw  useful  light,  I 
should  be  very  sorry  to  oppose  that 
inquiry.     It  seems  to   me   immaterisl 
whether  we  read   the  Bill    a  second 
time  and  refer  it   to   a  Select  Com- 
mittee, or  whether  the   Bill  is  with- 
drawn and  we  appoint  a  Hybrid  Com- 
mittee to  inquire  into  the  subject.  I 
hope  the  inquiry  may  be  useful ;  I  Mi 
sure  it  will  be  interesting ;  and  I,  for  one, 
would  not  be  disposed  personally  to 
resist  inquiry  either  by  a  Select  Com- 
mittee   or  by    a  Hybrid    Committee. 
But,     while    consenting    to    such   * 
course,    I    must,    however,    carefully 
guard  both  myself  and  the  Government 
from  any  suggestion  that  we  are  assent- 
ing to  the  principle,  and  still  less  to  the 
details,  of  the  Bill  before  the  House. 
When  the  Inquiry  of  1886  took  place 
nobody  proposed  at  that  time  to  go  into 
these  provisions,  and  it  would,  in  my 
opinion,  be  most  rash  on  the  part  of  the 
House  of  Commons  to  embark  on  this 
legislation  without  the  fullest  inquiry 
being  made  in  regard  to  those  new  pro- 
visions, as  thejy  would  affect  every  part 
of  the  Kingdom.     The  inquiry  would 
be  an  experiment,  and  an  interesting 
one,    I    am    sure.      The    result    may 
possibly  change  the  feeling,  both  on  the 
part  of  shop  assistants  and  shopkeepers, 
but,  certainly,  until  I  am  convinced  by 
the  results  of  an  inquiry  of  that  sort,  1 
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st  decline  to  support  the  Bill,  and 
11  reserve  my  consent  either  to  its 
iciples  or  to  its  details. 
1.35.)  Mr.  WALTER  S.  B. 
[*AREN  (Cheshire,  Crewe)  :  I  rise 
nove  that  this  Bill  be  read  a  second 
e  this  day  six  months.  I  confess  I 
\  very  strongly  upon  this  Bill  my- 
',  but,  of  course,  for  my  part,  if  it 
I  been  limited  to  young  persons  of 
or  even  21  years  of  age,  I  should 
have  opposed  the  Second  Beading, 
ffould,  in  my  opinion,  be  most  un- 
3  to  embark  on  legislation  of  this 
1  without  the  very  fullest  inquiry, 
stened  upon  this  point  with  great 
.sure  to  the  speech  of  the  Home 
retary,  and  agree  with  him  that  if 
pass  the  Second  Beading,  and  if,  by 
econd  Beading,  we  are  to  affirm 
principle  of  the  Bill;  we  should  be 
arking  upon  a  course  of  legislation 
i  very  serious  character.  But  a 
>nd  Reading  would  affirm  the 
ciple  of  it,  which  principle  is  this, 
women  should  not  work 
e  than  a  certain  number  of  hours  ; 

to  pass  the  Second  Beading 
tout  inquiry  into  that  prin- 
),  without  ascertaining  at  all 
ther  it  would  be  a  good  thing 
do  or  the  reverse,  would,  I 
end,  be  putting  the  cart  before  the 
e.  By  all  means  let  the  Bill  be 
$ted,  and  let  the  inquiry  be  made, 
have  already  got  a  Royal  Commis- 

sitting  upon  this  very  question, 
have  a  Royal  Commission  sitting 
i  the  Labour  Question,  and  that 
=d  Commission  is  about  to  appoint 

lady   Sub- Commissioners  to  deal 

this  very  branch  of  the  Labour 
jtion ;  and,  under  those  circum- 
ees,  it  would  be  a  most  ridiculous 
I  to  ask  the  House,  while  that 
mission  is  sitting,  and  when  it  is 
t  to  appoint  lady  Sub-Commis- 
>rs,  to  forestall  the  judgment  of  the 
missioners.  The  speech  of  the 
Member  for  Aberdeen  was  practi- 

a  speech  in  favour  of  the  general 
'  closing  movement.  Very  little  in 
speech  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
kf ember  for  London  University  was 
ted  to  the  principle  of  this  Bill, 
/as  directed  principally  to  early 
ig.  There  is  a  great  deal  to 
said    for    general    early    closing; 


but      the      early     closing     movement 
applies    to    men    and    women     alike, 
and    it    is     therefore    free    from    the 
strongest  objection  which  can  be  urged 
against  this   Bill — namely,  that   if  it 
became  law  it  would  exclude  from  em- 
ployment"    a    very    large    number    of 
women.     The  hon.  Member  for  Aber- 
deen argued  that  excessive  hours  should 
not   prevail   anywhere,   and   the  right 
hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  London 
University  spoke  almost  entirely  about 
the  necessity  for  early  closing  legisla- 
tion ;  but  let  it  be  borne  in  mind  that 
if  they  pass  this  Bill  they  do  not  ensure 
early  closing  at  all.     It  simply,  in  other 
words,  means  this  :  that,  in  the  compe- 
tition amongst  shops,  those  shops  that 
employ  men  only  can  keep  open  as  long 
as  they  like,  and  get  all  the  late  cus- 
tomers, which  would  be  so  valuable  to 
them  ;   while  those  employing  women 
would  have  to  close  early,  because  it 
would  not   be  worth    while   to   keep 
their  shops  open  when,  say,  two-thirds 
of    their    employees,    who    would    be 
women,  had  gone  home.     This  would 
give  a  great    advantage  to   any   esta- 
blishment that   employed    only    men. 
There   is   a   desire  upon   the    part  of 
small     shopkeepers     to     keep     open 
longer  than  this  Bill  would  allow  them, 
as  they  wish  to  accommodate  late  cus- 
tomers, and  the  direct  result  would  be 
that  these  small  shopkeepers  would  at 
once   dismiss  all  their  female  hands, 
and  dispense  with   female  labour.     I 
think,  therefore,  this  is  a  very  serious 
thing  for  the  House  to  legislate  upon, 
without  having  any  evidence  before  it 
that  this  is  desired  by  women.  I  admit 
that  the   hours  are  long — in  a  great 
many  cases  they  are  far  too  long — and 
I  have  no  desire  to  see  them  so  long  as 
they  are.     I  would  support  the  Early 
Closing  Bill,  because  it  is  an  optional 
Bill  with  regard  to  where  it   may  be 
put  into  force  ;  and,  secondly,  because 
it  would  not  necessitate  the  discharge 
of  women,  but  deals  fairly  with  both 
sexes.     I  believe  there  is  no  evidence 
that  women  desire  this  ;  there  has  been 
no  effort  made  to  obtain  it.      It  might 
be   obtained  by   a   Committee,  and  I 
think  it  will  be  obtained  by  the  Royal 
Commission.     I  dare  say  if  you  go  to 
a   number  of  shop  assistants  and  ask 
them    whether    they   prefer    to   work 
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74  hours   to  working  80   hours,  they 
will      say      "  Yes " ;      but     if     they 
were      asked      whether      they      pre- 
ferred    being    paid      for     74      hours 
to  being  paid  for  80  hours  they  wrould 
say  "  No."     Wages  will  be  reduced  as 
the  hours  are  reduced,  and  I  certainly 
think  that  one  of  the  direct  results  of 
this  Bill  would  be  that  the  wages  of 
women  and   girls   would   be  reduced  ; 
and,    for    this  simple    reason,    that   I 
believe  that  a  large  number  of  women 
would  be  dismissed  in  consequence  of 
the  passing  of  the  Bill.     These  women, 
being  thrown  out  of  their  employment, 
would  compete   in  the  labour  market 
with  others,  and  the  result  would  be 
that  the  wages  would  go  down.     Now 
we  desire  to  raise  the  wages  of  women, 
and  that  cannot  be  done  by  increasing 
competition    of   women    among  them- 
selves,   but    by  removing  all   artificial 
restrictions  to  their  employment.     This 
Bill  has  not  been  brought  before  the 
women  of  the  country  ;  it  has  not  been 
submitted  to  them , and  there  are  very  few 
women  in  the  country  that  have  the 
slightest  idea  that  it  is  before  Parlia- 
ment ;    therefore,   you    are    asked    to 
deal  with  the  liberty  of  women  to  sell 
their  labour  in   open   market,  without 
these  women  having   been   consulted. 
Not    a    Member   of    this    House    has 
authority  for  saying  that  he  knows  the 
women  of  this  country  are  in  favour 
of  this   measure.     This   is  a  principle 
of  legislation  I  entirely  disapprove  of, 
and  it  is  not  the  way  in  which  Bills 
dealing    with    labour   should   be   sub- 
mitted to  this  House.     This  is  not  the 
way  in  which  similar  questions  affecting 
other   persons   have   been    approached 
by  the  House.     We  had  the  opinion 
of      the      miners      of      the     country 
taken    for     and    against    the      Eight 
Hours     Bill     affecting    the     miners' 
hours    of    labour.      I    do   not   know, 
and   the   House   does   not    know,  the 
opinion  of  women  upon  this  subject ; 
yet  the  House  is  invited  to  legislate  in 
entire  ignorance  of  their  views.     I  can 
only  suppose  that  the  reason  is  that 
the  House  has  always  classified  women 
and   children   together  ;    but    I   think 
we  are  not  entitled  to    interfere    with 
the    working     of     women   unless     we 
know  that   it   is  the   strong  desire   of 
the   women   of    the   country  that   we 
Mr.  Walter  S.  B.  M'Laren 


should  do  so.     I  put  down  an  Amend- 
ment upon  the  Paper  which  was  moved 
in  my  absence,   and  which  has  ben 
withdrawn  ;  but  I  desire  to  say  that  itv 
my  opinion  it  would  not  be  desirable  to 
further  control  the    hours    of  female 
labour  until  we    have    the    views  of 
women  expressed  by   the  election  of 
Members  to  this  House.     If  there  wen 
some  other  equally  efficacious  means  oi 
ascertaining  their  opinion,  it  might  be 
another  matter.    During  the  passing  oi 
the  Mines  Begulation  Act  the  House 
was  invited  to  prevent  women  working 
at  the  pits'  brow,  and    they  declined 
to  do  so.     In  the  Factory  and  Work- 
shops   Act     the    House    was    again 
asked  to    interfere  in    regard  to   the 
chain  makers,  and    the     House  again 
rejected    the    proposal  ;     and    there- 
fore I  ask  the  House  to  reject  this  Bill, 
and  follow  out  the  conduct  they  have 
adopted  on  two  other  occasions,  as  I 
believe  this  very  important  matter  will 
not  suffer  by  being  left  over  for  further 
inquiry,  and  until  the  House  is  satisfied 
by   further  inquiry,   it  would  not  be 
right  to  pass  it  into  law. 

Mr.  SPEAKER :  I  ask  if  any  hon. 
Gentleman  seconds  it.  < 

Sir  J.  C.  COLOMB  (Tower  Hamlets): 
I  will,  Sir. 

(5.45.)  Amendment  proposed,  to  lew* 
out  the  word  "now,"  and  at  the 
end  of  the  Question  to  add  the  vrorifl 
"upon  this  day  six  months." — (3ff* 
Walter  M'Laren.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  void 
'  now  '  stan<J  part  of  the  Question." 

(4.55.)  Mr.  HENRY  SETON-KABB 
(St.   Helen's) :    I   have  listened  with 
great  attention   to  the  speech  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Home  Secre* 
tary,    and   to  what   I    may  call  the 
humanity  argument  he  advanced,   ft 
seems  to  me  that  what  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman    said    was    a  very   strong 
reason   for  the  passing  of  the  Second 
Reading  of  this  Bill,  and  surely  a  Select 
Committee    is    the  right  tribunal  to 
examine   into   these   things.      I  have 
listened  to  a  good  many  speeches  upon 
this  question ;   amongst  others,  I  li* 
tened  with   some  attention  to  the  re- 
marks of  the  hon.  Member  for  Camber- 
well.     I  find   myself   unable  to  agree 
with  the   hon.   Member   in  the  argu* 
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lente  he  advanced  against  the  Bill. 
!be  hon.  Member  said  there  was   a 

S  easy  remedy,  for  shop  assistants 
d  readily  go  into  domestic  service, 
there  they  could  get  employment  and 
«oare  a  means  of  livelihood.  I  never 
iftard  a  more  extraordinary  argument 
idvanoed.  How  could  you  say  to  one 
doss  of  women,  who  were  brought  up 

0  the  shop  system,  go  into  domestic 
ervioe,  which  is  a  wholly  different  sort 
4  employment?  I  think  very  few 
leople  would  employ  as  a  domestic 
errant  a  person  who  had  no  training 
or  that  kind  of  work,  but  for  work  of 
i  totally  different  kind.  Another  ob- 
dction  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Camber- 
rell  was  that  in  regard  to  the  application 
f  the  Bill  to  hotels.  The  hotel 
eoprietors  would  have,  I  think  he 
aid,  at  some  time  in  the  evening, 
J    turn     all    the    servants    working 

1  the  hotels  out  into  the  streets, 
fc  would  be  perfectly  easy  so  to  frame 
his  Bill  that  it  would  not  apply  to  bar- 
laids  and  women  serving  in  that  capa- 
ity ;  and  probably  it  was  not  intended 
o  apply  altogether  to  house  work.  But 
i  seems  to  me  that  it  would  be  per- 
3ctly  easy  so  to  frame  it  as  to  do  away 
Itogether  with  that  objection.  All 
hese  objections  to  some  of  the  details 
ould  be  easily  remedied  in  going  through 
Committee.  The  Home  Secretary,  the 
ion.  Member  who  has  just  sat  down, 
md  the  hon.  Member  for  Poplar  all 
wed  arguments  founded  on  the  state- 
nent  that  this  Bill  will  reduce  wages. 
Well,  I  cannot  for  the  life  of  me  see 
low  the  Bill  will  reduce  wages  ;  the 
unount  of  goods  that  purchasers  are 
ping  to  purchase  in  certain  shops  is 
rtill  going  to  be  purchased.  The  early 
dosing  movement  to  reduce  the  hours 
rf  labour  has  been  organised  by  As- 
Jociations  without  the  authority  of  the 
people  to  whom  these  restrictions 
tfotdd  apply.  The  result  has  been  that 
K)me  small  shops  have  been  infringing 
he  restrictions  just  because  there 
ff&s  no  Parliamentary  sanction  given 
o  those  restrictions.  The  authority 
vas  not  strong  enough  to  enforce  it. 
kt  if  we  pass  legislation  on  the  sub- 
ect,  it  seems  to  me  these  objections 
»ill  be  done  away  with ;  and  all  these 
mall  shops  will  be  obliged  to  comply 
rith  the    restrictions,  and  customers 


will  buy  all  the  goods  they  were  going 
to  buy  just  the  same.  The  only 
result  will  be  that  they  will  do  it 
in  a  shorter  time.  The  customers 
of  all  these  shops  will  continue 
the  same,  the  trade  will  continue  as 
good,  and  therefore  I  see  no  reason 
whatever  why,  on  that  ground,  wages 
should  be  reduced.  It  seems  *  to  me 
that  the  answer  to  the  suggestion  that 
this  Bill,  if  passed,  would  throw  a  large 
number  of  women  out  of  work  is  to  be 
found  in  the  fact  that  the  greater  part  of 
this  employment  could  only  be  per- 
formed by  women.  And  with  regard 
to  large  establishments,  such  as  the 
Army  and  Navy  Stores,  and  Marshall 
and  Snelgrove's,  it  appears  to  me  that 
this  Bill  will  not  apply  to  these  estab- 
lishments at  all.  It  will  chiefly  apply 
to  the  small  shops  in  the  small  towns. 
I  should  not  have  intervened  in  this 
Debate  at  all  except  that  my  name 
happened  to  be  on  the  back  of  the  Bill, 
and  that  I  am  an  ardent  supporter  of 
it,  and  I  desired  to  answer  one  or  two 
points  which  the  hon.  Member  for 
Camberwell  had  started.  I  hope  the 
House  will  pass  the  Second  Reading  of 
the  Bill ;  and  if  we  have  a  bad  case, 
that  can  be  ascertained  before  a  Select 
Committee. 

*(5.0.)  Mr.  HENRY  JOHN  ROBY 
(Lancashire,  S.E.,  Eccles)  :  I  desire  to 
say  a  few  words  in  support  of  this  Bill, 
partly  on  account  of  what  has  fallen 
from  the  hon.  Member  for  Crewe,  and 
partly  because  I  am  myself  an  employer 
of  young  women  in  a  cotton  factory. 
This  Bill  only  proposes  to  lay  down  a 
certain  number  of  hours  in  the  week ; 
and  that  would  allow  a  considerable 
modification  for  the  particular  days  in 
the  week.  I  see  no  difficulty  whatever 
in  the  proposal  that,  in  order  to 
make  up  for  the  extension  of  hours  on 
some  days,  there  should  be  some  dimi- 
nution on  other  days  of  the  week.  I 
cannot  myself  see  that  to  restrict 
women  in  shops  to  74  hours  per  week 
can  possibly  lead  to  throwing  a  large 
number  of  women  out  of  employment. 
I  do  not  think  there  is  any  ground  for 
that.  At  the  same  time,  it  is  no  doubt 
a  perfectly  reasonable  thing  that  we 
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should  be  well  on  our  guard  against 
it.  In  this  matter  of  the  limitation  of 
the  hours  of  employment,  I  am  not 
inclined  to  go  simply  on  one  general 
rule,  or  on  logical  grounds  to  apply 
the  restriction  where  it  would  lead 
to  inconvenience.  In  my  opinion,  it  is 
a  difficult  subject,  and  a  subject  that 
ought  to  have  progressive  treatment. 
I  am  prepared  to  see  Parliament  inter- 
fere with  more  than  one  industrial 
trade,  but  I  wish  it  done  only  gradually — 
I  wish  to  see  it  done  by  taking  cer- 
tain employments  at  a  time,  and  seeing 
how  far  it  can  be  carried  out  with  regard 
to  these  employments ;  and  it  ought  not 
to  be  carried  out  at  all  unless  the  great 
majority  of  those'  employed  are  in 
favour  of  it.  Then  comes  the  question 
whether  we  should  have  a  Select  Com- 
mittee first,  and  then  propose  a  Bill ;  or 
whether  we  should  take  the  Second 
Beading  of  this  Bill,  and  then  have  a 
Select  Committee.  My  own  belief  is 
that  we  should  be  more  likely  to  get  the 
evidence  of  the  willingness  or  unwilling- 
ness of  those  concerned  in  those 
restrictions  if  we  passed  the  Second 
Beading  of  the  Bill,  and  had  the  Select 
Committee  afterwards.  That  would 
be  better  than  if  we  refused  the  Second 
Beading,  thereby  implying  to  the  coun- 
try that  this  matter  is  not  worth 
consideration.  On  that  account  I  shall 
vote  heartily  for  the  Second  Beading, 
reserving  to  myself  the  power  to 
act  afterwards  in  accordance  with  the 
evidence  produced,  and  after  consider- 
ation of  such  Amendments  as  may  be 
proposed. 

-(5.6.)  SirCHABLESDALBYMPLE 

(Ipswich)  :  I  rise  to  make  a  suggestion 

exactly  opposite  to  that  which  has  been 

made  by  the  hon.  Gentleman  who  has 

just  sat  down.     I  understood  that  the 

Secretary  of  State,  while  he  did  not 

approve  of  the  Bill,  favoured  an  inquiry 

by  a  Select  Committee.  I  would  suggest 

to  the  promoters  of  the  Bill  whether  the 

wiser  course  for  them  to  adopt  would 
not  be  to  withdraw  the  Bill  (cries  of 
"  No  ")  on  condition  that  they  receive 
from  Her  Majesty's  Government  an 
undertaking  to  appoint  a  Select  Commit- 
tee to  inquire  into  the  subject.  I  make 
this  suggestion,  being  favourable  to  the 
Mr.  Henry  John  Eoby 
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proposal  for  a  Select   Committee.  1 
think  it  very  possible,  if  hon.  Genii* 
men  insist  on  going  to  a  Division,  tU 
the  Bill  might  be  defeated,  in  wtoi 
case  they  will  lose  everything. 


(5.7.)  Mr.   CHABLBS  FENWICK 
(Northumberland,  Wansbeck)  :  I  rift 
simply  for  the  purpose  of  replying  toi 
statement  made  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  Crewe,  which  I  shall  do  in  a  sen* 
tence.     His  statement  was  to  the  effect 
that  there  was  no  demand  made  by 
those  interested  in  this  question  for 
such  a  limitation  of  their  hours  as  it 
proposed  in  the  Bill  of  my  hon.  Friend 
below  me.  Perhaps  tha  hon.  Member  for 
Crewe  will  allow  that  I  have  an  op- 
portunity of  knowing,  probably  better 
than    he    has,    that  the    opposite  d 
his  statement  is  the  fact,  and  that  there 
is  a  considerable  demand  on  the  part 
of  those  that  would  be  affected  by  the 
provisions  of  this  Bill,  that  some  each 
diminution  should    be    made   in  the 
hours  of  labour  which  they  are  now 
compelled  to  work;  and  only  at  the 
recent  Trades  Union  Congress,  held  at 
Newcastle-on-Tyne,   a  resolution  wee 
submitted  by  the  representative  of  the 
shop-assistants  to  this  effect.     It  * 
perfectly  true  that  that  resolution  *aa 
not  submitted  to  the  judgment  of  the 
Congress;   but  I  think  that,  judging 
from  the  expressions  of  opinion  which 
I  had  an  opportunity  of  listening  to  at 
the  Congress,  there  is  not  the  slightest 
doubt  that  if  the  resolution  had  he® 
submitted    to    the    judgment    of  the 
Congress,  it  would  have  been  passed  by 
a   very  large   majority   indeed.     The 
resolution  was  afterwards  submitted  to 
the    judgment    of  the    Parliamentary 
Committee  of  the  Trades  Union  Con- 
gress— a  Committee  composed  of  gen- 
tlemen who  take  opposite  views  on  the 
question  as  'to  the   Parliamentary  or 
legal  limitation  of  hours  of  labour,  and 
I  am  in  a  position  to  say  that  that 
resolution  was  endorsed  unanimously 
by  the  members  of  the  Parliamentary 
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Committee  ;  and,  therefore,  it  has  the 

same  sanction  in  the  opinion  of  the 

organised    trades    of   the  country    as 

if  it    had     been     endorsed     by     a 

laige  majority  voting  in  the  Congress 

itself;  so  that,  therefore,  the  House  will 
Bee  that  there  has  been  an  expression 
of  opinion,  at  all  events,  from  those  in- 
terested in  this  subject.     But  my  hon. 
friend  has  gone  further.     He  has  said 
that  as  there  is  no  demand  on   this 
subject,  there  can  be  no  inquiry,  and  I 
think  he  has  adopted  a  course  which,  if 
the  House  will  follow  him,  would  pre- 
vent the  possibility  of  immediate   in- 
quiry on  this  subject,  because  we  have 
no    guarantee    from    the   Government 
that  if  the  Bill  be  withdrawn  they  will 
constitute  that    Committee   which  he 
says  the  House  is  anxious  they  should 
constitute.     While  I  reserve  to  myself 
the  right  to  take  whatever  course  may 
seem  wise  and  prudent   to    me  with 
regard  to   the  provisions  of  the  Bill 
when  it  comes  back  again  to  the  House 
from  the  Committee,  without  commit- 
ting myself  to  the  details  of  the  Bill  in 
any  way,  I  believe  it  would  be  wise 
on  the  part  of  the  House  to  allow  the 
Seoond  Beading  of  the  Bill  to  be  carried, 
and  send  the  Bill  to  a  Select  Committee, 
so  that  we  may  have  the  proposals  con- 
tained in    the    Bill    fully   and   freely 
considered.      Hence   I   shall  have  no 
hesitation   in   supporting    the   Second 
Beading  of  the  Bill. 

(5.10.)     The  FIRST  LORD  of  the 
TREASURY   (Mr.    A.    J.    Balfour, 
Manchester,  E.)  :  Though  I  think  it  is 
not  a  question  upon  which  the  Govern- 
ment, as  such,  propose  to  offer  advice 
to  the  House,  I  may  perhaps  be   per- 
mitted to  give  my  own  view  as  to  what 
would  be  expedient  for  the  promoters 
of  the  Bill  to  do  on  the  present  occa- 
sion, and  I  think  it  is  the  view  of  hon. 
Members  generally  on  both   sides  of 
the  House.      It    appears  to    be    the 
general  opinion  that  there  are  sufficient 
precedents  in  our  legislation  for  inter- 
fering with  the  labour  of  adult  women 
to  prevent  it  being  a  matter  of  prin- 
ciple to  reject  the  Bill.     I  also  think 
it  is  the  general  opinion  that  in  some 
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cases  there  may  be  a  certain  amount  of 
undue  length  of  employment  during 
the  week  of  women  in  shops  and  other 
places  in  large  towns.  But  I  do  not 
think  anybody  could  have  listened  to  the 
Debate  without  also  coming  to  the  con- 
clusion that  the  Bill  before  us  is  imprac- 
ticable ;  that  it  cannot  be  carried  out ; 
that  if  we  attempted  to  carry  it  out  at 
all  in  the  form  in  which  the  hon. 
Gentleman  has  introduced  it,  it  would 
prove  to  be  a  wTholly  unworkable  mea- 
sure ;  and  that  if  it  is  possible  to  apply 
the  hon.  Gentleman's  principle  at  all, 
it  is  not  possible  to  apply  it  without  the 
most  careful  preliminary  consideration 
of  all  the  difficulties  surrounding  a  most 
difficult  subject,  Now,  I  must  observe 
to  the  hon.  Gentleman,  that  that  being 
the  view  of  a  very  large  number  of 
Gentlemen  in  the  House,  including  my 
right  hon.  Friend  the  Home  Secretary 
and  others,  he  will,  in  a  Division  upon 
this  Bill,  have  against  him  many  per- 
sons not  averse  to  legislation  of  this 
kind,  if  the  necessity  for  such  legisla- 
tion can  be  shown,  but  altogether 
averse  to  committing  the  House  of 
Commons  to  a  scheme  which  they 
believe  to  be  radically  impracticable. 
Hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  must  be 
aware  that  if  this  Bill  were  carried 
against  that  large  amount  of  opinion  to 
which  I  have  adverted,  all  that  could 
then  happen  to  it  would  be  to  refer  it 
to  a  Select  Committee,  either  to  be 
rejected  or  knocked  into  some  sort  of 
shape  very  different  from  that  which  it 
now  presents  to  the  House,  and  its 
friends  would  be  weakened  by  the 
opinion  expressed  by  a  very  large  sec- 
tion of  the  House  of  Commons  that  this 
Bill  before  us  was  not  one  that  should 
be  passed  into  law.  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man who  has  just  sat  down  said  he 
would  vote  for  the  Second  Reading  of 
the  Bill,  because  he  approved  of  its 
principle. 

Mr.  FENWICK  :  Might  I  interrupt 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  ?  I  did  not 
say  that  I  approved  of  the  principle.  I 
approve  of  inquiry,  and  reserve  to  my- 
self liberty  of  action  when  the  Report 
of  that  inquiry  was  submitted  to  the 
House.     It  is  because  the  issue,  as  I 
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understand  it,  clearly  before  the  House 
at  present  is  whether  there  shall  or 
shall  not  be  an  inquiry  into  the  sub- 
ject that  I  propose  to  vote  for  the 
Second  Beading. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  Then  I 
understand  the  hon.  Gentleman  does 
not  even  approve  of  the  principle  of 
the  Bill? 

Mr.  FEN  WICK  ;  I  did  not  say  so. 
Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  He  does 
not  commit  himself  to  an  appro- 
val of  the  principle  of  the  Bill,  but 
what  he  desires  is  an  inquiry.  What 
we  are  prepared  to  give  is  an  in- 
quiry; but  what  we  are  unwilling  to  give, 
and  what  I  think  many  hon.  Members 
in  this  House  are  unwilling  to  give,  is 
the  apparent  adhesion  of  the  House  to 
a  proposal  which  they  do  not  think  a 
workable  proposal.  I  would  therefore 
seriously  suggest  to  the  hon.  Member 
and  his  friends  that  his  object  may  be 
better  carried  out,  or  that  he  would 
get  his  end  effected,  with  much 
friction  and  with  far  more  unanimity,  if 
he  would  consent  to  withdraw  the  Bill, 
which  even  those  who  are  going  to 
.  vote  for  it  do  not  commit  themselves  to 
approval  of ;  and  if  he  would 
sent  to  accept  the  offer  made  by  my 
right  hon.  Friend  the  Home  Secretary 
at  an  early  stage  of  this  Debate,  that 
this  question  should  be  referred  to  a 
Select  Committee  for  critical  examina- 
tion. 

-Mr.  A.  D.  PROVAND:  I  thank 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
First  Lord  for  what  he  has  said  on 
this  subject,  and  the  Government  for 
the  statement  that  this  is  not  to  be  a 
Party  question.  Nevertheless,  I  think 
we  had  better  go  to  a  Division.  I 
stated,  in  moving  the  Second  Reading 
of  the  Bill,  that,  for  my  own  part,  I 
was  prepared  to  accept  the  Amend- 
ment placed  upon  the  Paper  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
London  University,  and  I  am  still 
prepared  to  do  so.  The  Bill,  when  it 
goes  before  a  Select  Committee,  will 
there  be  inquired  into  in  any  way  they 
Mr.  Femaick 


House ;  but  if  they  approve  of  it 
any  form,  it  will  then  come  back. 
Therefore  I  cannot  accept  the  com- 
promise which  the  First  Lord  has 
offered,  and  I  think  it  better  to  tike 
our  chance  in  a  Division. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided  : — Ayes  17S ; 
NoeB  152.— (Div.  List,  No.  6.) 

Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  reada  second  time,  and  committed 
co  a  Select  Committee. 

MUNICIPAL  FRANCHISE  (IRELAND) 
(No.  2)  BILL.— (No.  47.) 

SECOND    HEADING. 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Mr.  BLANE  (Armagh,  S.):  On 
behalf  of  my  hon.  Friend  I  beg  to  mow 
that  the  Order  for  the  Second  Re*di« 
of  this  Bill  be  read  and  discharged  aw 
the  Bill  withdrawn. 

Order  read  and  discharged. 

Bill  withdrawn. 

COMPULSORY    BALE    OF    LAR* 
(IRELAND)  BILL.— (No.  5L) 

SECOND   READING. 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Mr.  ARTHUBO'CONNOR  (Donepl. 
E.) :  As  this  Bill  embodies  the  tujwi- 
mous  desire  of  the  Irish  tenant  farmers. 
I  hope  hon.  Members  will  not  object*8 
give  it  a  Second  Reading. 

Mr.  JAMES  LOWTHER  (Ken*. 
Thanet) :  I  object. 

Second  Reading  deferred  till  Friday- 

SUMMARY  JURISDICTION   ACT  (W» 
AMENDMENT  BILL.— (No.  183.) 

SECOND  BEADING. 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Mr.  W.  H.  CROSS  (Liverpool,  We* 
Derby) :  I  hope  the  House  will  alio* 
this  Bill  to  be  read  a  second  time.  " 
simply  gives  a  right  of  appeal  from  tl» 
decision  of  a  Court  of  Summary  Juris* 
diction  to  the  country  districts,  "• 
same  as  now  obtains  in  the  Metro- 
politan Police  District. 
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P.  M.  HEALY  (Longford,  N.) : 
entitled  to  know  what  this  Bill 
wise,  if  it  is  good  for  England, 
1  want  it  extended  to  Ireland. 

>n  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
-(Mr.  W.  H.  Cross.) 

£NOX  (Cavan,  W.)  I  object. 

id  Beading  deferred  till  Wednes- 

;t. 

3  (WEEKLY  HALF-HOLIDAY) 
BILL.— (No.  142.) 

SECOND  READING. 

•  for  Second  Beading  read. 

JOHN  LUBBOCK  (London 
ity) :  I  beg  to  move  the  Second 
;  of  this  Bill,  which  enables 
uthorities,  if  two-thirds  of  the 
o  desire,  to  establish  a  weekly 
iday. 

>n  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
-(Sir  John  Lubbock.) 

KELLY  (Camberwell,  N.) :  I 
d  Beading  deferred  till  Monday 


HOUSES  (HOURS  OP  CLOSING) 
JOTLAND)  BILL.— (No.  92.) 

READING.       ADJOURNED  DEBATE. 

'  read,  for  resuming  Adjourned 
[12th  February]. 

IAMERON  (Glasgow,  College) : 
3ir,  now  that  the  Lord  Advocate 
t  that  this  Bill  is  the  same  as 
ich  was  before  the  House  last 
d,  as  it  has  the  support  of  all 
bch  Members,  he  will  allow  it 
■id  a  second  time. 

iion  taken. 

rned  Debate  further  adjourned 
orrow. 

PAL    FRANCHISE     (IRELAND) 

BILL.— (No.  34.) 
•ee.  [Progress  ISth  February.] 
>nsidered  in  Committee. 
(In  the  Committee.) 

W.  Lowther  in  the  Chair,] 


Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  Clause  1  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

Whereupon  Motion  made,  and  Ques- 
tion proposed,  "  That  the  Chairman  do 
report  Progress,  and  ask  leave  to  sit 
again." — (Mr.  James  Lowther.) 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Longford,  N.) : 
This  Bill  was  read  a  second  time  a  week 
ago,  and  I  should  like  to  ask  when  the 
Government  will  put  down  their  Amend- 
ments to  it. 

The  FIRST  LOBD  op  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Man- 
chester, E.) :  There  is  no  unfairness  in 
the  course  which  the  Government  have 
taken.  We  do  not  think,  so  far  as  we 
are  concerned,  a  Subsidiary  Bill  should 
be  run  by  hon.  Members  and  discussed 
by  the  House  before  the  Bill  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government. 

Mr.  SEXTON  (Belfast,  W.) :  I  fail  to 
see  any  cogency  in  the  argument  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  or  any  agree- 
ment or  connection  between  the  Local 
Government  Bill  and  this  Bill.  The 
House  by  an  unanimous  vote,  and  with 
the  concurrence  of  the  Government, 
passed  the  Second  Reading  of  this 
measure.  We  have  yet  to  see  whether 
the  Government  Bill  will  command 
support.     This  Bill  stands  in  a  better 

position.  It  is  the  Bill  of  the  whole 
House,  and  what  we  ask  is  whether 
the  Government  intend  to  allow  this 
Bill  to  be  blocked  by  their  own  sup- 
porters. 

Mr.  MACARTNEY  (Antrim,  S.) :  It 
is  quite  impossible  for  me  to  put  down 
my  Amendments  until  I  see  the  print 
of  the  Local  Government  Bill.  I  am, 
therefore,  obliged  to  ask  hon.  Mem- 
bers to  defer  the  Bill  for  a  few  days 
longer. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  We  are  quite 
willing  to  do  that.  What  we  com- 
plain of  is  the  conduct  of  the  Govern* 
ment. 

Objection  being  taken  to  Further 
Proceeding,  the  Chairman  left  the  Chair 
to  make  his  Report  to  the  House. 
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Committee  report   Progress ;   to   sit 
again  upon  Friday. 

MOTIONS. 


INDIAN     COUNCILS    ACT     (1861)     AMEND- 
MENT   (NO.    2)  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Sir  William  Plowden,  Bill 
to  amend  "The  Indian  Councils  Act,  1861," 
ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Sir  William 
Plowden,  Mr.  Beaufoy,  and  Mr.  Lawson.      * 

Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [Bill  193.] 

FEU    DUTIES   RATING   BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Dr.  Cameron,  Bill  to  provide  for 
the  taxation  for  local  purposes  of  Feu  Duties 
and  Ground  Annuals  in  Scotland,  ordered  to 
be  brought  in  by  Dr.  Cameron,  Mr.  Esslemont, 
Mr.  Buchanan,  Mr.  Leng,  Mr.  Alexander 
Laing  Brown,  and  Mr.  John  Wilson  (Lanark) 

BiU  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [Bill  194.] 


NATIONAL  DEBT  (MILITARY  SAVINGS 

BANKS). 

Account  presented, — of  the  Gross 
Amount  of  all  Moneys  received  and 
paid  by  the  Commissioners  for  the 
Reduction  of  the  National  Debt,  on 
account  of  the  Fund  for  Military 
Savings  Banks,  from  19th  September 
1845  to  5th  January  1892  [by  Act]  ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

NAVY  ESTIMATES,  1892-3. 

Copy  presented, — of  Navy  Estimates 
for  the  year  1892-3,  with  Explanatory 
Observations  by  the  Financial  Secretary 
and  Explanation  of  Differences  [by 
Command]  ;  Referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Supply,  and  to  be  printed.    [No.  81.] 

GREAT    NORTHERN    (IRELAND) 
RAILWAY. 

Copy  ordered — 

"  Of  the  Report  of  Inquiry  by  the  Board  of 
Trade,  and  of  the  Correspondence  relative  to 
the  Condition  of  the  Line  and  Rolling  Stock, 
the  Insufficiency  of  the  Accommodation,  and 
the  Inadequacy  of  the  Train  Service  from 
Dundalk  to  Bundoran  and  Londonderry  via 
Enniskillen  on  the  Great  Northern  (Ireland) 
"  Railway."  -  (Sir  Michael  Hicks  Beach.) 

CORN  PRICES,  1891. 

Copy  ordered, — 

"  Of  Statistical  Tables  of  Corn  Prices  for 
the  year  1891,  with  Compmitive  Tables  for 
.  previous    years,     and    Memoi  andum."—  (Sir 
Michael  Hicks  Beach.) 


(5.43.) 
ment : — 
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ADJOURNMENT. 

On  the  Motion  for  Adjouro- 


LOCAL       GOVERNMENT       (IRELAND) 

BILL. 

Mr.  SEXTON  (Belfast,  W.):  I 
think  we  are  entitled  to  complain  of 
the  extraordinary  delay  that  has  taken 
place  in  the  circulation  of  the  Irish 
Local  Government  Bill.  Several  days 
have  passed  since  the  Bill  was  read 
a  first  time,  and  we  were  led  to  expect 
it  would  be  in  our  hands  before  this. 
There  are  rumours  that  the  Bill  will 
appear  in  a  shape  different  from  that 
in  which  it  was  presented  to  the  House, 
and  on  that  point  perhaps  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade,  whom  I  see  in  his 
place,  will  give  us  some  information. 
In  regard  to  the  Corporation  of  Belfast, 
there  is  standing  for  consideration  on 
Friday  next  a  Bill  which  proposes  to 
give  special  powers  in  relation  to  a 
matter  which  is  to  be  dealt  with  as  a 
matter  of  general  law  by  the  Local 
Government  Bill,  and,  therefore,  it  is 
absolutely  necessary  that  the  latter 
Bill  should  be  circulated  among  Mem- 
bers to-morrow. 

(5.45.)  The  PRESIDENT  op  the 
BOARD  op  TRADE  (Sir  Michab. 
Hicks  Beach,  Bristol,  W.) :  I  wooM 
strongly  advise  the  hon.  Member  not 
to  believe  in  the  rumours  to  which  he 
has  alluded.  As  to  the  date  when  the 
Local  Government  Bill  was  to  he 
circulated,  if  I  remember  rightly,  the 
Leader  of  the  House  said  he  hoped  it 
would  be  ready  on  Thursday. 

Mr.  SEXTON  :  No ;  early  in  the 
week. 

Sir  MICHAEL  HICKS  BEACH: 
The  last  time  my  right  hon.  Friend 
gave  an  answer  on  the  subject,  I  think 
Thursday  was  the  date  named ;  how- 
ever, I  will  convey  to  my  right  hoo- 
Friend  what  the  hon.  Member  hie 
said,  and  I  am  sure  he  will  be  glad  to 
have  the  Bill  circulated  as  soon  &s 
possible. 

Motion  agreed  to. 


House  adjourned  at  a  qori* 
before  Six  o'ekx*. 


*«±~ 
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[SB   OF  LORDS, 
I,  25th  February,  1892. 


NEW  PEER. 

n.Thomson,  knight,  having 
Baron  Kelvin  of  Largs  in 
of  Ayr — Was  (in  the  usual 
oduced. 

UI8ANCE     ABATEMENT 
ITROPOLIS)  BILL. 

iATHBDBN  and  CAMP- 
Lords,  I  give  notice  that 
,  the  4th  of  March,  I  shall 
cond  Reading  of  the  Bill 
tement   of   Smoke  in  the 


;usts  bill  [h.l.] 

clare  and  amend  certain  pro- 
3  law  relating  to  trusts— Was 
*he  Lord  Chancellor;  read  la ; 
ed.     (No.  20.) 

LA  OFFICERS  BILL  [h.l. 
(No.  18.) 

COMMITTEE. 

Committee  (on  Re-commit- 
ding  to  Order). 


l  of  NORTHBROOK: 
I  beg  to  move  that  the 
e  Governor  General  of 
nitted  from  the  Schedule 

I  have  not  made  any 
on  the  clauses  of  the 
*h  I  cannot  say  that  I 
jree  with  those  clauses,  be- 
ught  that  it  would  save 
ips'  time  and  trouble  if  I 

to  the  two  points  which 
ress  upon  your  Lordships, 

it  is  not  desirable  to  allow 
*y  of  State  to  call  the 
neral  of  India  back  upon 

England,  or  that  the 
ineral  should  absent  him- 
lia  for  six  months  upon  a 
ificate ;  and  the  same  thing 
t  to  tie  Commander-in- 
Lords,  when  the  Bill  was 
d  tim  $  I  gave  to  those  of 
tips  w  o  were  then  present 
which  I  had  for  wishing 

[new  series.] 


those  alterations  to  be  made  in  the 
Bill.  They  are  very  simple.  I  believe 
that  all  your  Lordships  will  agree  that 
India  is  a  country  where  great  and 
sudden  dangers  not  unfrequently  occur ; 
and  I  suppose  your  Lordships  would 
also  agree  that  it  might  be  very  serious 
indeed  if,  when  such  a  sudden  danger 
occurred,  the  Governor  General  of 
India  should  be  absent  from  India, 
and  his  place  should  be  filled 
temporarily  by  some  one  who,  how- 
ever able,  could  not  possibly  carry 
the  same  weight  as  one  who  had  been 
the  Head  of  the  Administration.  I 
believe  that  the  provisions  of  the  Bill 
would  require,  when  the  Governor 
General  was  called  home  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  or  went  home  on  sick 
leave,  that  the  senior  of  the  Governors 
of  the  two  other  Presidencies  should 
take  his  place ;  and  it  does  not  always 
occur  that  either  of  the  distinguished  men 
who  fill  those  places  could  have  the 
same  acquaintance  with  the  affairs  of 
India,  or  carry  the  same  weight  in  the 
country,  as  one  who  had  been  selected 
for  the  office  of  Governor  General.  My 
Lords,  for  that  reason  I  think  it  is  very 
unadvisableto  give  the  powers  conferred 
by  this  Bill.  When  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  India  moved  the  Second  Read- 
ing of  the  Bill  he  gave  some  indication 
that  the  Governor  General  might  be 
omitted  from  the  Bill,  upon  further 
consideration ;  and  when  the  Prime 
Minister,  in  answering  the  few  remarks 
which  I  made  the  other  night,  gave  the 
reasons  which  he  thought  made  the  Bill 
desirable,  he  rested  his  argument  upon 
quite  a  different  matter ;  he  rested  his 
argument  upon  the  possibility  that  it 
might  be  very  desirable  that  one  of  the 
Members  of  the  Governor  General's 
Council  could  be  summoned  home  to 
England  to  confer  with  the  Home 
Authorities.  My  Lords,  I  think  that 
the  observation  made  by  the  noble 
Marquess  was  very  pertinent.  I  do 
not  at  all  dispute  that  in  certain  cir- 
cumstances it  might  be  desirable  to 
summon  home  on  business  one  of  the 
Members  of  the  Governor  General's 
Council  in  order  to  confer  with  the 
Secretary  of  State  ;  and,  therefore,  I  do 
not  propose  to  move  the  omission  of 
the  power  to  call  home  on  business 
from  India  the  Members  of  the 
Governor  General's  Council.     But  the 
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noble  Marquess  did  not  give  any 
reasons,  if  my  recollection  serves  me 
rightly,  for  the  necessity  of  summoning 
home  the  Governor  General  of  India. 
The  Secretary  of  State  did  not 
give,  either  this  Session  or  last  Session, 
when  the  Bill  was  introduced,  any  reason, 
upon  public  grounds,  why  he  thought  it 
was  desirable  to  summon  the  Governor 
General  from  India  to  this  country; 
and  the  other  day  I  asked  him 
whether  he  could  produce  any  corre- 
spondence which  would  show  that  this 
proposal  (which  is  one  of  considerable 
importance,  as  I  think  all  your  Lord- 
ships will  admit)  had  been  communi- 
cated to  the  Government  of  India,  and 
that  the  Government  of  India  had  had 
any  opportunity  of  expressing  an 
opinion  upon  changes  which  may  very 
seriously  affect  the  administration  of 
affairs  in  that  country.  My  Lords, 
in  my  opinion — I  speak,  perhaps,  some- 
what from  the  Indian  point  of  view — 
but  still,  in  my  opinion,  such  legisla- 
tion as  this  should  not  be  introduced 
into  this  House,  or  in  the  other 
House  of  Parliament,  excepting  in 
very  peculiar  circumstances,  unless 
the  Government  of  India  have  had 
an  opportunity  of  expressing  their 
opinion  upon  it.  There  can  be  no  reason 
at  all  in  this  case  whv  the  matter 
should  not  have  been  communicated  to 
the  Government  of  India,  and  an  answer 
might  well  have  been  received  between 
last  Session  and  this.  And,  indeed,  no 
urgency  whatever  has  been  alleged  by 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  introducing 
this  Bill.  Therefore,  niv  Lords,  I 
should  very  much  prefer  that  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  would  drop  this  Bill 
altogether ;  but,  as  I  do  not  suppose  he 
will  be  prepared  to  take  that  course,  I 
beg  to  move  that  the  Governor  General 
of^India  be  omitted  from  the  Schedule. 

Amendment  moved,  in  page  2,  line  16, 
omit  "  The  Governor  General  of  India." 
— (The  Earl  of  North  brook.) 

::The  SECRETARY  of  STATE 
for  INDIA  (The  Viscount  Cross)  : 
My  Lords,  I  think  your  Lordships 
will  see  at  once  that,  since  this 
Bill  was  read  a  second  time,  the 
provisions  in  the  first  clause  have 
been  made  rather  stronger  than 
they  were  in  the  original  Bill.  The 
Bill  was  never  intended  to  enable 
the    Government    to    call    home    any 

Tlie  Earl  of  Northbrook 


one     of    these     persons     except   for 
special    reasons;     and,     in    order  to 
show    that    it     must     be     a    very 
special    reason,    you    have    the  safe- 
guard of  tjtie  approval  of  the  Secretary 
of  State  in  Council  to  begin  with,  and 
that  of  the  Governor  General  in  Council 
as  well ;  and  then  you  have  the  further 
safeguard,  that  these  persons  are  only 
to  be  allowed  to  come  home  on  public 
grounds,  or  upon  a  medical  certificate, 
for  a  short  time.       But,    my  Lords, 
although  the  Government  are  of  opinion 
that  it  is  quite  right  that  there  should 
be  some  power  that  these  persons  may 
be  allowed  to  come  home  in  case  of 
necessity;    and  although   they  are  of 
opinion  that  the  original  provision  in 
the  old  Act  was  perfectly  right  when 
the  journey  to  and  from  India  was  so 
long  ;  yet  the  fact  of  the  journey  being 
now  so  very  much  shortened  materially 
alters  the  case  as  to  the  question  of 
these  great  personages  being  allowed  to 
come  home.     Because,  not  onlv  would 
they  come  home  in  a  very  much  shorter 
time,  but,  if  anything  should  happen 
in  India  to    require   their   immediate 
presence      there,      their      return    to 
India  would,    of    course,    be    equally 
shortened.     But,  my  Lords,  I  am,  as 
Secretary  of    State,    and    I  am  quite 
sure    all  my    colleagues    are,  always 
most    anxious    to  listen    to    anything 
which  falls  from  the  noble  Earl,  con- 
sidering the  great  position  he  has  himself 
held  in  India,  and  the  interest  he  has 
always  taken  in  any  matter  relating  to 
India  since  his  return  to  your  Lordships' 
House  sitting  here ;  and,  therefore,  I 
am  quite  willing  to  take  into  considera- 
tion what  he  has  said.    My  Lords,  when 
the   Bill  was  before   your   Lordships' 
House  the  other  day  the  noble  Earl 
said  what  was  perfectly  true — that  the 
Viceroy  of  India  stood  upon  a  sort  of 
pinnacle  that  no  one  else  could  stand 
upon  ;  that  he  was  in  a  position,  totally 
different  from  that  of  any  other  officer 
in  India.    It  is  equally  true  that,  if  yo* 
want  to  consult  on   matters  of  very 
great  importance  with  regard  to  general 
questions  in  India,  it  is  possible  to  make 
use    of   one   of  the    Members  of  tho 
Governor  General's  Council,  who  would 
come  home  perfectly  prepared  to  gi*18 
you    all    the     intelligence     that    the 
Viceroy   could  give.        Therefore,  nr? 
Lords,  upon  that  particular  point  I  am 
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ions  to  meet  the  noble  Earl  so  far 
I  can;  and,  considering  that  the 
sroy  stands  entirely  alone  and  quite 
inct  from  all  the  other  officers  men- 
ted  in  the  Bill,  Her  Majesty's 
rernment  will  assent  to  the  Amend- 
lt  of  the  noble  Earl.  I  cannot 
i  him  any  hope  that  we  will  assent 
he  other  Amendment  which  stands 
lis  name,  because  I  think  the  Com- 
lder-in-Chief  stands  on  a  totally 
arent  footing ;  but,  considering  the 
reme  importance  of  the  Viceroy  of 
ia,  and  how  he  does  stand  out 
i  pinnacle  above  everybody  else,  we 
agree  to  the  Amendment  of  the 
le  Earl  in  this  matter.  I  may  say, 
laps,  that  the  second  clause  will 
it  amending  in  consequence,  but 
\,  can  be  done  by  the  Standing 
omittee ;  and  so  will  the  Schedule 
mother  way;  but,  so  far  as  this 
iicular  Amendment  of  the  noble 
1  is  concerned,  I  am  willing  to  agree 
fc.  In  order  to  make  the  Schedule 
je,  it  will  be  necessary  to  say  "  The 
nbers  of  the  Council  of  the 
rernor  General  of  India." 

mendment  agreed  to. 

tos  Earl  of  NOKTHBROOK  :  My 
•ds,  I  now  beg  to  move  that  the 
•ds  "  The  Commander-in-Chief  of 
Forces  in  India,"  be  omitted  from 
Schedule.  The  observations  which 
ewe  made  upon  the  subject  of  the 
rernor  General  seem  to  me  to  apply, 
q  almost  equal  force,  to  the  office  of 
nmander-in-Chief  of  the  Forces. 
Lords,  India  is  a  country  in  which, 
[  said  before,  dangers  occur  suddenly, 
I  military  dangers  occur  with  the 
atest  suddenness.  I  suppose  many 
your  Lordships  are  old  enough  to 
ollect  the  time  of  the  Mutiny.  How 
%  before  the  Mutiny  took  place  was 
thought  possible  that  such  a  thing 
lid  occur  ?  And,  my  Lords,  even  of 
e  we  have  had,  within  the  last  two 
three  years,  constant  outbreaks  of 
utilities  of  one  kind  or  the  other  in 
iia.  So  lately  as  last  year  we  had 
ft  very  sad  event  in  Manipur,  and  it 
8  not  more  than  a  week  ago  that  we 
?  from  the  papers  that  some  hostili- 
s  had  occured  in  Burmah.  Now, 
r  Lords.  I,  myself,  think  that 
>  Commander  -  in  -  Chief  is  an 
cer     whose     responsibility     is     so 


great  in  that  country  that  he  ought 
to  take  his  five  years'  appointment 
for  good  or  for  bad,  and  not  to  return 
from  India  to  this  country  during  those 
five  years.  In  case  of  the  Commander- 
in-Chief  being  attacked  with  illness,  if 
the  illness  was  not  very  severe  indeed, 
India  possesses  climates  of  every 
description  ;  there  is  no  difficulty  in 
his  obtaining  change  of  climate  in  India 
at  all ;  and  I  cannot  conceive  that,  in 
the  case  of'  an  illness  so  grave  as  to 
require  his  absence  in  England  for  six 
months,  it  would  not  be,  in  the 
public  interest,  desirable  that  the 
Commander-in-Chief  should  receive  a 
successor  to  his  appointment ;  and, 
being  an  officer  of  high  military 
position,  it  does  not  seem  to  me  that  it 
would  be  likely  in  any  way  to  interfere 
with  his  future  career — other  offices 
would  be  open  to  him  which  he  could 
fill.  That  is  with  respect  to  his  coming 
home  on  sick  leave.  It  has  not  always 
been  that  the  next  senior  officer 
(who,  I  suppose,  is  the  person  who 
would  be  appointed),  would  be  an 
officer  who  would  command  the  confi- 
dence of  the  Government  here,  or  in 
India,  to  the  same  extent  as  would  the 
Commander-in-Chief.  In  point  of  fact, 
if  I  were  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
whether  he  could  say  that  there  is  any 
officer  now  in  India  whom  he  would  be 
inclined  to  appoint  to  be  Commander- 
in-Chief  in  India,  in  the  event  of  a 
vacancy,  I  doubt  very  much  whether 
he  would  be  able  at  this  moment  to 
name  such  an  officer.  That  is  a  reason 
why  I  think  that  this  officer  also  ought 
to  retain  his  appointment,  and  not  to 
leave  India.  Now,  my  Lords,  as  re- 
spects summoning  home  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief in  India  on  business, 
I  think  there  are  considerable  objections 
to  it.  If  the  Commander-in-Chief  has 
to  come  home  on  business  connected 
with  the  Army  in  England,  by  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Bill  the  whole  expense 
of  his  substitute  and  everything  else 
would  fall  upon  the  revenues  of  India. 
Surely  that  is  not  fair  !  If  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  proposes  to  introduce 
clauses  in  the  other  House,  putting 
that  expense  upon  the  Imperial  revenues, 
well  and  good ;  but  there  is  no  such 
provision  now  in  the  Bill.  My  Lords, 
if  the  Commander-in-Chief  is  to  come 
home  on  Indian    business    connected 

3  A  2 


1195 


East  India 


{LOKDS} 


Officers  BUI. 


1196 


with  Indian  military  affairs,  I  think  it 
is  not  fair  upon  the  Governor  General 
in  Council.  There  is  no  military  busi- 
ness, in  my  opinion,  in  India — no 
military  question  in  India. — which  is  not 
essentially  affected  by  political  con- 
siderations ;  and  the  effect  of  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief being  summoned  home 
on  Indian  military  business  to  confer 
with  the  Government  in  this  country 
(apart  from  the  Governor  General  and 
the  members  of  his  Council)  would  be 
that  the  Governor  General  and  the 
members  of  his  Council  would  not  be 
able,  if  they  disagreed  with  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief, to  represent  to  the 
Home  Authorities  the  political  views 
which  they  might  hold,  and  which,  if 
they  could  represent  them,  might  very 
much  modify  the  opinion  of  the 
Government  upon  important  ques- 
tions. I  hold,  therefore,  that  the 
Commander-in-Chief  coming  home  to 
be  consulted  upon  an  Indian  military 
question,  apart  from  the  Governor 
General,  when  the  Governor  General 
could  not  be  represented,  would  not  be 
fair  or  right  to  the  Government  in 
India.  On  those  grounds  therefore, 
my  Lords,  I  beg  to  move  that  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief of  the  Forces  in  India 
be  omitted  from  the  schedule. 

Amendment  moved,  in  page  2,  line 
18,  omit  "  The  Commander-in-Chief  of 
the  Forces  in  India." — {The  Earl  of 
Northbrook.) 

*The  PEIME  MINISTER  and  SEC- 
RETARY of  STATE  for  FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS  (The  Marquess  of  Salis- 
bury) :  My  Lords,  I  should  be  loth  to 
sacrifice  the  discretion  which  we  desire 
to  obtain  for  the  Secretary  of  State  and 
the  Viceroy  in  respect  to  this  matter  of 
the  Commander-in-Chief  coming  home. 
The  noble  Lord  seems  to  deal  with  the 
matter  chiefly  as  an  individual  question 
as  to  what  was  fair  to  the  Commander- 
in-Chief,  and  what  was  fair  to  the  Vice- 
roy .  Those  are  important  considerations ; 
but  there  are  public  considerations  of 
very  much  greater  value.  I  do  not 
base  this  provision  chiefly,  though  I 
should  to  some  extent,  upon  the  ques- 
tion of  a  medical  certificate.  There  is 
something  to  be  said  for  the  view  of 
the  noble  Lord  that,  if  the  Commander- 
in-Chief  is  not  well  enough  to  continue 
in  his  work,  he  may  be  required  to  re- 

The  Earl  of  Northbrook 


sign — though  I  think  it   is  rather  an 
inconvenient  doctrine,  and  at  variance 
with  what  is  accepted  in  all  other  parts 
of  the   Indian  Service  at  the  present 
time.    But  I  would  venture  to  remind 
the  noble  Lord  that  the  existing  law  in 
no  way  protects  India  from  being  left 
without  her  Commander-in-Chief.    He 
may,  at  this  moment,  go  to  the  Cape, 
and,  for  all  I  know,  he  may  go  up  to 
Mashonaland;  that  is   within   Indian 
limits ;  and  there  is  nothing  to  prevent 
his  doing  so.     Therefore  the  protection 
is  illusory,  and  I  hardly  think  it  is  worth 
while  to    maintain   it  in  this  matter 
of  medical  certificate.     But  I  acknow- 
ledge that   it   is  not  the  question  of 
medical  certificate  that  is  uppermost  in 
my  own  mind.     The  noble  Lord,  at  an 
earlier  part  of  this  conversation,  freely 
admitted  that  consultation  with  the 
members  of    the   Governor   General'! 
Council    might    be  a  matter  of  con- 
siderable value  to  the  Government  in 
England.       But    the    Commander-in- 
Chief  is  one  of  the  most  important 
members  of  the    Governor    General's 
Council ;  and  the  matters  on  which  the 
English    Government  would  wish  to 
consult  him  are  matters  more  deeply 
affecting  the  welfare  and  maintenance 
of  the  Empire  than  any  other  mates 
that  could  be  conceived.  The  noble  Lord 
speaks  as  though    military   questions 
were  divided  by  a  sharp  line  into  two 
categories:    those  which  concern  the 
Army  in   England,   and  those  which 
concern  the  Army  in  India.    Does  it 
not  occur  to  him  that  there  is  a  class  of 
military  questions  which  concern  both 
Armies  very  closely — and  those  military 
questions  in  which  not  only  the  Army  is 
India,  but  the  whole  strength  of  the 
Empire  may  be  involved — with  respect 
to  which  the  main  decisions  have  to  he 
taken  in  India,  though  they  must  he 
taken  in  consonance  with  the  views 
that     are    held     at    home  ?      Those 
questions    have    become    much    mort 
important  since  the  noble  Lord  wai 
practically  familiar  with  Indian  Govern- 
ment.     Since    the    year    1876   those 
questions  have  grown  into  vast  impor- 
tance.    I  will    venture    to    say  that 
no  one  who  is  familiar  with  the  military 
questions  of  the  day  could  put  out  of 
view  the  class  of  occasions  on  which  it 
might    be    necessary  for  the  English 
Army  and  the  Indian  Army  to  oo- 
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operate.     My  Lords,  I  can  conceive  of 
DO  question,  or  set  of  questions,  upon 
trhich  mature,  and  circumspect,   and 
oareful      decision,      taken     in     time 
before  danger  comes,   by  the  English 
Kid     by     the     Indian     Government, 
is  more  vital  to  the   interests  of  the 
Empire.      I  can  conceive  of  no  set  of 
questions  upon  which  all  the  light  that 
oan  be  thrown  by  the  military  know- 
ledge and  experience,   both    of  those 
who  rule  in  India  and  those  who  rule 
in  England,  is  more  required  for  guid- 
ing us  into   a  right    and    wholesome 
path ;  and  I  will  venture  to  say,  speak- 
ing from  my  own  personal  experience, 
— for  in  these  days  these  matters  are 
not  often  absent  from  our  considera- 
tion,— that,     within     no    very    great 
distance  of  time,  it  would  have  been  a 
matter  of  the  greatest  possible  satisfac- 
tion to  myself,  and  to  those  with  whom 
I  act,  if  we  could  have  had  oral  com- 
munication with   the    Commander-in- 
Chief  in  India.     My  Lords,  I  hope  you 
will  not  ask  me  to  develop  that  thesis. 
I  think  that  most  who  hear  me  will 
-see  that  it  is  capable  of  wide  develop- 
ment,  and  that  interests    of    a    very 
considerable     magnitude     may     hang 
upon    the    decision     at     which    you 
arrive.       I    earnestly    ask    you    not 
to  take    away    this    power,  that   we 
868k  to  obtain,  from  the  Secretary  of 
8tate  and  the  Viceroy  of  India.    There 
is  no  probability  that  they  will  use  it 
lightly,  use  it    without    cause,  use  it 
for  any  frivolous   reason.     And,  with 
respect  to  the  last  observations  made 
hy  the  noble  Lord  as  to  who  is  to  pay 
toe  steamer  fare  of  the  Commander-in- 
Chief   when    coming  home,   if    these 
matters    are   really    important  in  the 
highest  interests  of  the  Empire,  do  not 
let  us  quarrel  about  which  Treasury  is 
to  bear  the  cost  of  the  travelling  ex- 
penses.    I    think    we    are    capable  of 
coming  to  some  arrangement  upon  that 
point.    My  Lords,  I  should,  of  course, 
repel  at  once  the  idea  that  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief would   be  often  sent 
for.    I  believe  it  must  necessarily  be 
*n  occasion  of  very  great  rarity ;  but 
lean  imagine,  as  I  have  said,    cases 
to  which  it  would  be  a  matter  of  enor- 
mous  value  to  our  highest    interests 
that  we  should  send  for  him ;  and  I  can- 
not conceive  that  any  real  danger  would 
*rise  from  it.      You  have  always  two 


Commanders-in-Chief,  chosen  specially 
for  their  powers  of  governing  large 
Armies  in  vast  districts — the  Com- 
manders -  in  -  Chief  of  Bombay  and 
Madras;  and  either  of  those  could 
surely  hold,  for  the  few  necessary  weeks, 
the  office  of  acting  Commander-in- 
Chief,  while  the  actual  tenant  of  the 
post  was  in  England  on  consultation. 
If  anything  happened  to  him ;  if  he 
was  disabled ;  if  he  was  killed ;  such  a 
remedy  would  have  to  be  taken ;  and 
nobody  has  ever  yet  suggested  that  any 
great  danger  lurked  in  that  contin- 
gency. My  Lords,  without  for  a 
moment  pretending  (I  desire  to  guard 
myself  on  that  point)  that  such  power 
would  often  be  used,  I  say  that  the  dis- 
cretion of  using  it  ought  to  be  with  the 
Government,  and  I  hope  your  Lord- 
ships will  not  refuse  it. 

*The  Earl  of  KIMBERLEY :  Mv 
Lords,  no  doubt  the  mode  in  which  the 
noble  Marquess  has  approached  this 
question  is  one  which  may  make  one 
hesitate  upon  this  Amendment ;  because 
he  has  indicated  that  there  are  some 
tremendous  occasions,  to  which  he  does 
not  think  it  right,  no  doubt  for  public 
reasons,  to  allude,  on  which  the  pre- 
sence of  the  Commander-in-Chief  in  this 
country  is,  in  his  opinion,  of  the  very 
highest  moment  and  importance.  My 
Lords,  not  knowing  what  the  circum- 
stances are  to  which  the  noble  Mar- 
quess refers,  I  cannot  give  my  opinion 
upon  them  ;  but  I  have  had  myself  some 
experience  in  the  Office  of  Secretary  of 
State  for  India,  and  certainly  the  mili- 
tary questions,  which  arose  during  the 
time  I  held  that  Office,  were  of  so 
grave  a  nature  that  I  can  scarcely 
conceive  that  anything  so  grave  can 
have  arisen  during  the  tenure  of  Office 
of  the  present  Government.  It  never 
occurred  to  me,  or  to  any  of  my  Col- 
leagues, that,  in  the  circumstances 
in  which  we  were  then  placed,  it  would 
for  a  moment  have  been  desirable  to 
have  asked  the  Commander-in-Chief  to 
come  .over  to  this  country.  I  cannot 
allude  further,  any  more  than  the  noble 
Marquess  could,  to  all  the  circumstances 
of  the  time ;  because,  of  course,  one's 
opinion  depends  upon  confidential  in- 
formation to  which  I  had  access, 
and  to  which  it  would  be  highly 
improper  that  I  should  allude  in 
this  House.      But    I   still   feel    that, 
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although  it  would  be  impossible  to 
deny  the  weight  of  the  arguments 
used  by  the  noble  Marquess  on  the 
one  side,  there  is  very  great  weight 
indeed  in  what  has  been  said  by  my 
noble  Friend  (Lord  Northbrook)  upon 
the  other.  The  circumstances  of  India, 
as  my  noble  Friend  has  pointed  out,  are 
wholly  different  from  those  to  which  we 
are  accustomed  in  this  country.  Every- 
one knows  that  a  small  cloud  in  the 
distance  will  suddenly  spread  into 
a  hurricane,  and,  before  your  Com- 
mander-in-Chief could  get  back  from 
this  country  to  India,  his  absence 
from  the  Indian  Empire  might  be  the 
cause  of  verv  serious  disasters.  Mv 
Lords,  if  I  felt  perfectly  satisfied  that 
it  was  only  upon  some  extraordinary 
occasion  that  such  a  power  as  this 
would  be  used,  I  might  regard  it  with 
more  indifference  ;  but  your  Lordships 
must  remember  what  the  working  of 
clauses  of  this  kind  is.  It  is  all  very 
well  to  say  that  the  consent  of  the 
Governor  General  in  Council  is  required; 
but  I  do  not  believe  that,  if  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  and  the  Commander-in- 
Chief  inlndia  both  desired  that  this  power 
should  be  used,  it  would  be  possible  for 
the  Viceroy  in  Council  to  resist  the 
demand  ;  and  what  I  should  be  afraid 
of  is  that  this  power  would  come  to  be 
used  upon  occasions  not  so  grave  as 
those  which  the  noble  Marquess  has 
in  his  mind.  Of  course  it  is  a  balance 
of  advantages  and  disadvantages.  As 
I  said  the  other  night,  I  do  not  for  a 
moment  undervalue  in  the  slightest 
degree — it  would  be  childish  to  do  so — 
the  advantages  of  consultation  with  high 
officers.  The  whole  question  turns 
upon  this :  is  it,  upon  the  whole,  more 
likely  that  the  Public  Service  will  suffer 
seriously  by  the  Government  not  being 
able  to  bring  over  the  Commander-in- 
Chief,  or  that  the  Empire  of  India  may 
be  endangered  by  the  possible  absence 
of  the  Commander-in-Chief  at  a  crisis 
when  his  presence  is  greatly  required  ? 
That  is  a  matter  upon  which  each 
person  must  form  his  own  opinion.  I, 
myself,  for  my  own  part,  would  greatly 
prefer  that  the  law  should  rest  as  it  is. 
With  regard  to  sick  leave,  I  think  the 
natural  conclusion  from  the  noble 
Marquess's  argument  would  be  that 
the  power  of  the  Commander-in-Chief 
to  go  to  the  Cape  ought  to  be  abro- 
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gated.  That,  however,  is  a  matter 
which  I  will  not  press  further.  Upon 
the  whole,  I  must  say  that  I  remain 
of  the  same  opinion  as  my  noble  Friend 
(Lord  Northbrook). 

On  Question,  whether  the  words  pro- 
posed to  be  left  out  shall  stand  part  of 
the  Schedule  ?  Their  Lordships  divided: 
Contents  27  ;    Not-Contents  20. 

Bill  re-committed  to  the  Standing 
Committee;  and  to  be  printed  as 
amended.    (No.  21.) 

BETTING  AND  LOANS  (INFANTS)  BILL 

[H.  l.]— (No.  ia) 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
order) ;  Bill  reported  without  Amend- 
ment ;  Standing  Committee  negatived, 
and  Bill  to  be  read  3*  on  Monday  next. 

EVIDENCE  IN  CRIMINAL  CASES  BILL 
[h.  l.]— (No.  4.) 

Third  Beading  (which  stands  ap- 
pointed for  this  day)  put  off  to  Monday 
next. 

LONDON    FOG. 

Viscount  MIDLETON  :  My  Lords, 
since  my  noble  Friend  the  Prime 
Minister  expressed  his  willingness  to 
support  the  appointment  of  a  Com- 
mittee to  inquire  into  this  question,  I 
have  carefully  considered  the  matter, 
and  have  taken  counsel  with  those  upon 
whose  opinion  I  could  rely  ;  and  I  ha« 
come  to  the  conclusion,  rightly  « 
wrongly,  that  no  good  or  useful  par- 
pose  is  likely  to  be  served  if  the  Com- 
mittee is  to  be  restricted  simply  to 
Members  of  your  Lordships'  Honee. 
I  say  this  for  three  reasons.  In  the 
first  place,  a  Committee  of  your  I/ad* 
ships'  House  has  already  sat  to  inquiPB 
into  this  question,  or  into  the  kindred 
matter  of  the  prevention  of  smote, 
in     the     vear   1887.      Several   distin- 

**  at 

guished  Members  of  your  Lordships 
House  served  upon  it ;  a  Bill,  founded 
upon  the  recommendations  of  the 
Committee,  was  subsequently  intro- 
duced into  the  House:  has  been 
annually  introduced  for  five  year?: 
and  is  still  in  the  stage  of 
being  set  down  for  Second  Reading- 
That  is  not  encouraging  as  to  there- 
suits  of  the  outcome  of  a  Committee 
of  your  Lordships'  House.  But,  in 
the  second  place,  since  the  year  1887, 
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not  only  do  we  know  a  good  deal  more 
about  the  subject-matter,  but  science 
has  considerably  advanced,  and  various 
methods  for  dealing  with  the  sub- 
ject have  now  been  suggested,  which 
were  not  known  at  the  time  when 
that  Committee  was  appointed.  But, 
in  order  that  these  methods  should 
be  properly  tested  and  appreciated, 
they  should  be  tested  by  those 
who  are  experts,  and  the  number 
of  those  experts  in  a  matter  of  this 
kind  on  the  Benches  of  your  Lordships' 
House  is,  and  must  always  remain, 
limited.  It  is  true  that,  within  the  last 
24  hours,  we  have  received  a  very  dis- 
tinguished addition  to  that  number, 
in  the  person  of  the  noble  Lord 
who  has  taken  his  seat  for  the  first 
time  to-day.  But  that  does  not  alter 
the  fact  that  there  are  but  very  few  of 
your  Lordships'  House,  and  those  some 
of  the  busiest,  and  consequently  most 
occupied,  who  could  be  appealed  to  to 
serve  upon  a  Committee  for  this  pur- 
pose. But  there  is  a  third,  and  a  still 
more  practical  reason,  which,  after  an 
experience  (which  has  not  been  a  short 
one  now)  of  legislation,  both  in  another 
place  and  in  your  Lordships'  House,  I 
think  I  am  entitled  to  urge  :  and  that 
is  that,  with  hardly  one  single  excep- 
tion, no  measure  dealing  with  subjects 
of  this  kind,  which  has  emanated  from 
a  Committee  of  your  Lordships'  House 
simply,  and  which  has  not  been  pressed 
in  another  place  with  all  the  force  that 
the  Government  of  the  day  have  at  its 
command,  has  had  any  chance  what- 
soever of  passing  into  law.  And  in 
the  case  of  a  measure,  founded  upon 
the  deliberations  of  a  Committee  of  your 
Lordships'  House  in  a  matter  of  this 
kind,  there  would  be  a  peculiar  diffi- 
culty ;  because  there  are  upon  the 
Benches  in  another  place  many 
Members  who  are  specially  qualified 
by  professional  training  to  form  their 
opinion  upon  a  subject  of  this  kind, 
and  who  are  quite  certain  to  tear  in 
pieces  any  Bill  that  comes  down  from 
your  Lordships'  House,  I  am  afraid  in 
some  cases  because  thev  have  not  been 
previously  consulted  in  the  matter.  Now, 
my  Lords,  Her  Majesty's  Government 
have  decided  that  it  would  not  be  desir- 
able to  issue  a  Royal  Commission  (which 
is  the  course  I  should  have  preferred) 
npon  this  subject,  and,  of  course,  I  bow 


to  that  decision ;  but  I  do  venture  to 
submit  that  a  Joint  Committee  of  both 
Houses  might  meet  these  particular 
difficulties  to  which  I  have  already  re- 
ferred. In  the  first  place,  they  would 
have  before  them  all  the  printed  evidence 
taken  before  the  Committee  of  your 
Lordships'  House.  In  the  second  place, 
it  would  be  possible  to  re-inforce  any 
Committee  appointed  by  your  Lord- 
ships' House  by  an  equal  number,  at 
least,  of  men  specially  qualified  to  deal 
with  the  subject  from  the  Benches  in 
another  place.  And,  thirdly,  I  think 
that  the  recommendations  of  such  a 
Joint  Committee  would  come  with 
much  greater  force,  and  with  a  much 
greater  chance  of  having  practical  legis- 
lation founded  upon  them,  than  any  re- 
commendations which  were  arrived  at 
by  a  Committee  composed  simply  of 
Members  of  your  Lordships'  House. 
Now,  my  Lords,  I  should  not  for  a 
moment  think  of  asking  a  Committee 
of  that  kind  to  embark  upon  what  the 
noble  Marquess  seemed  to  be  afraid  I 
was  touching  upon — namely,  a  hopeless 
crusade  against  the  vapours  of  the 
North  Sea  and  the  Essex  Marshes. 
No,  my  Lords,  the  London  fog  is,  I 
think,  just  one  of  those  things  of  which 
it  may  be  said,  as  is  said  with  regard 
to  vice,  that  it  loses  more  than  half  its 
evils  when  it  loses  all  its  grossness ; 
and,  if  you  could  take  away  from  the 
London  fog  the  elements  intro- 
duced into  it  by  Londoners  them- 
selves, you  would  have  done  much 
to  render  it  less  injurious  to 
human  life,  certainly  more  innocuous 
as  regards  sapping  the  vital  energy, 
and  incomparably  less  expensive  than 
London  fogs  at  present  are.  It  may 
be  in  the  recollection  of  your  Lordships 
that  a  single  foggy  day  means  an  extra  ex- 
penditure of  £4,000  in  gas  alone  ;  and 
that,  by  the  best  computation,  every 
year  the  combustic  products  which  are 
sent  up  the  chimneys  to  poison  the  air, 
instead  of  being  used  to  warm  our 
rooms  and  dwellings,  amount  to  a  tax 
upon  the  community  of  somewhat  up- 
wards of  £1,000,000  per  annum.  Those 
are  established  facts,  and  those  facts 
can  be  proved.  My  Lords,  it  has  also 
been  suggested  that  my  object  was  to 
point  out  particular  remedies.  My 
Lords,  that  is  exactly  the  point  I  wish 
to  avoid.     I  think  it   is  most  essential 
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that  a  burden  of  that  kind  should  be 
left  for  the  decision  of  a  Committee, 
and  that  further  inquiry  should  pre- 
cede any  legislation.  As  regards 
anthracite  coal,  I  merely  mentioned 
that  as  one  of  many  methods  which 
might  be  adopted  for  dealing  with  the 
question  ;  and  I  think  scant  justice 
was  done  to  it  in  the  answer  of  the 
noble  Marquess.  If  any  of  your  Lord- 
ships wish  to  ascertain  what  may  be 
done  in  that  respect,  I  am  given  to 
understand  that  there  is  a  fire  burning 
at  the  present  moment  in  the  Prince's 
Chamber,  which  was  lighted  this 
morning,  entirely  composed  of  anthra- 
cite coal,  which  I  have  just  been 
looking  at  myself.  I  found  that  there 
was  a  very  wholesome  flame  proceeding 
from  it ;  and  certainly  much  more  heat 
wras  given  out  than  from  the  fireplace 
at  the  other  end  of  the  room.  That, 
however,  is  only  one  branch  of  the 
subject.  My  Lords,  since  I  first 
brought  this  subject  before  your  Lord- 
ships' House,  I  have  been  inundated 
with  suggestions,  practical  and  un- 
practical, of  all  sorts  and  kinds.  I 
have  seen  articles  in  almost  every  paper 
in  the  daily  Press  on  the  subject — many 
of  them,  I  confess,  not  very  encouraging 
to  anyone  who  wishes  to  act  as  a  re- 
former in  this  matter ;  but  some  point- 
ing out  that  science  has  defined  various 
remedies,  any  one  or  more  of  which 
might  be  adopted.  And  there  is  one 
remedy,  at  all  events,  within  our  reach. 
If  we  only  agreed,  by  legislation,  to  say 
that  all  future  grates  should  be  so  con- 
structed as  to  consume  their  own 
smoke,  and  that  all  future  ovens  should 
be  rendered  smokeless,  you  would,  at 
once,  have  done  a  great  deal  to  cope 
with  the  increase  of  the  evil  which  is 
daily  going  on.  Had  such  a  measure 
been  adopted,  which  the  Smoke  Preven- 
tion Act  suggested,  and  put  into  force 
30  years  ago,  the  air  of  London  would 
now  be  comparatively  pure.  The  great 
mischief  has  been  done,  not  so  much 
by  the  ordinary  chimney  as  by  the 
kitchen  chimney,  which  must  be  in 
every  house ;  and  a  very  slight  altera- 
tion indeed  in  many  cases  would  entirely 
prevent  the  smoke  and  the  deleterious 
action  issuing  therefrom.  I  merely 
mention  these  facts  to  prove  that  there 
is  a  distinct  case  to  inquire  into ;  and 

Viscount  Midle ton 


I  believe  that  such  an  inquiry,.  H  there 
is  not  to  be  a  Royal  Commission. 
might  effectually  and  efficiently  bt 
carried  on  by  a  Joint  Committee  of  die- 
two  Houses  of  Parliament.  Those  are 
the  views  I  venture  to  submit  to  your 
Lordships.  I  gave  the  Home  Office 
private  notice  of  the  question  I  was 
about  to  put  three  or  tour  days  ago; 
and  I  hope  no  objection  will  be  placed 
in  the  way  if  it  be  possible  to  form  a 
Joint  Committee  of  both  Houses  to 
inquire  into  this  important  matter.  I 
do  not  say  that  such  a  Committee 
would  be  entirely,  or  perhaps  even 
partly,  successful ;  but  I  do  say  thai 
the  subject  is  one  which  touches  the 
comfort  and  health  of  so  large  a  portion 
of  the  community  that  we  ought  not 
to  sit  down  with  hands  folded,  and  say 
that  nothing  can  be  done,  until  it  has 
been  proved,  beyond  all  manner  of 
doubt,  that  the  evil  is  one  which  is 
irremediable,  and  with  which  it  is 
impossible  for  us  to  deal. 

The  Marquess  of  SALISBURY: 
My  Lords,  in  the  first  place,  I  must 
be  allowed  to  congratulate  my  noble 
Friend  upon  the  valuable  auxiliarythat  he- 
obtained  this  morning  to  the  arguments 
which  he  desires  to  press  upon  the 
House  and  upon  the  public.  Not  all 
the  eloquence  of  my  noble  Friend  was 
equal  to  that  very  dirty  fog  which  we 
found  upon  coming  into  London  this 
morning,  and  which  made  me  feel  a 
wish  that  it  were  possible  by  any 
means,  Royal  Commission  or  other,  to 
further  my  noble  Friend's  desires.  But 
I  am  afraid  the  facts  are  too  strong 
for  us.  I  am  not  going  through  the 
arguments  that  my  noble  Friend  re- 
peated, with  great  force,  upon  the 
evils  or  the  remediability  of  the  London 
fog.  I  am  afraid  lest  I  should  be  con- 
sidered to  be  an  advocate  and  friend 
of  the  fog — anything  mora  near  sn 
advocatus  diaboli  I  cannot  imagine. 
But,  on  the  present  occasion,  I  have 
not  to  argue  the  larger  question.  My 
noble  Friend  has  gone  off  the  safe  field 
of  Committees  of  this  House  and  Boytl 
Commissions  into  an  unknown  country 
— into  the  question  of  Joint  Com- 
mittees. He  is  touching  the  mysterious 
parts  of  the  Constitution.  I  do  not 
exactly  know  what  the  principles  arfc 
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>n  which  Joint  Committees  are 
jointed,  but  I  know  that  the  sugges- 
l  of  them  is  very  apt  to  be  ill 
eived  on  the  other  side  of  the 
itral  Hall.  I  remember  some  years 
>,  when  the  noble  Lords  opposite 
re  in  power  and  had  a  large  majority 
the  House  of  Commons,  they  pro- 
ted  that  the  Indian  Budget  should 

referred    to   a    Joint    Committee; 

was     a     very      reasonable     pro- 
lal  ;     but      all     the     authority    of 
.   Gladstone's  Government  of  that 
j   could   not    induce  the   House  of 
mmons  to  accept  it.     And  I  am  told 
,t  it  is  exceedingly  unlikely  that  the 
•use  of  Commons  would    accept  a 
nt     Committee     on    this     subject, 
bherto    Joint    Committees;   with    I 
nk  only  one  exception,   have    been 
ifined  to  questions  concerning  the 
ivate  Business  of  the  two  Houses.     I 
1  not  undertake,   on   behalf  of  the 
•use  of  Commons,  that  they  would 
isent  to  a  Joint  Committee ;  I  should 
giving  an  undertaking  which  I  should 
wholly  incapable  of  fulfilling ;  but  I 
1   undertake   this  :   that   if  anyone 
ves  in  the  House  of  Commons  for  a 
nt    Committee,    and    that     House 
septs  it,  I  will  do  my  best  to  per- 
Ae  your   Lordships'  House  to  join 
ih  the  House  of  Commons  in  enter- 
;  upon  it.      I  cannot  do  more  than 
&.    My  Lords,  much  of  my  noble 
end's  remarks  were  addressed  to  the 
nt  that   the    House    of    Commons 
uld  not  accept  any  measure  that  did 
i  initiate  with  them.      If  that  is  the 
e,  the  proper  course  is  clearly  for 
'  noble  Friend  to  induce  one  of  his 
<ny  adherents  in  the  other  House  to 
>ve  for  a  Committee  in  that  House, 
i  I  daresay  he  would  move  it  with 
scess.     But  I  do  not  quite  under- 
bid the  modesty  which  induces  my 
i)le  Friend    to    abstain   from  going 
ward  in  that  path  of  investigation 
has  here    selected.      After  all,  the 
in  point   is  to    collect  information, 
1  that    information    will    be   good 
>ugh  whichever  House  it  comes  from ; 
will  not   matter  which  House   has 
it  into  the  Blue  Book ;  and,  if  my 
>le   Friend    can    get    together,    by 
urination  in  Committee,  an  amount 
ividence  which  shows  that  there  is 
effective  remedy  for  this  evil,  and 
t  that  remedy  can  be  applied  by 


Parliament,  I  will  venture  to  say  that 
the  House  of  Commons  will  attach  just 
as  much  importance  to  that  evidence 
as  if  it  were  gathered  by  themselves. 

House  adjourned  at  twenty  minutes 

past  Five  o'clock. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS, 
Thursday,  25th  February,  1892. 


QUESTIONS. 


JURORS  AT  IRISH  ASSIZES. 

Mb.  MULHOLLAND  (Londonderry, 
N.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary 
to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland 
whether  his  attention  has  been  directed 
to  resolutions  unanimously  passed  by 
almost  every  Board  of  Guardians  in 
Ulster,  protesting  against  the  existing 
system  of  summoning  jurors  to  the 
Assizes  without  remuneration,  or  com- 
pensation for  actual  pecuniary  loss 
incurred ;  and  whether  it  is  his  in- 
tention to  introduce  a  clause  into  the 
Local  Government  Bill  for  the  purpose 
of  removing  this  grievance  ? 

The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Jackson,  Leeds,  N.) : 
Resolutions  such  as  are  referred  to  in 
the  question  have  been  received  from 
Boards  of  Guardians.  There  is  no 
intention  of  introducing  a  clause  in 
reference  to  the  subject  into  the  Local 
Government  Bill. 

Mr.  LEA  (Londonderry,  S.) :  Is  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  aware  that  I  have 
given  notice  of  a  Motion  for  a  Select  Com- 
mittee on  the  subject  ?  Will  the  Go- 
vernment state  now  if  they  are  willing 
to  grant  that  Committee? 

Mr.  JACKSON:  I  have  not  heard 
anything  about  a  Committee.  I  am 
not  aware  that  there  are  any  differences 
between  jurors  in  Ireland  and  in  Eng- 
land. I  am  afraid  that  to  serve  as 
jurors  is  a  sacrifice  that  has  to  be  made 
by  citizens  in  either  country. 

OPIUM  CULTIVATION  IN  BENGAL. 

Sir  JOSEPH  PEASE  (Durham^ 
Barnard  Castle) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under    Secretary  of  State  for   India 
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whether  he  can  state  the  number  of  The    POSTMASTER     GEN] 

acres  licensed  for  poppy  cultivation  in  (Sir   James    Fergusson,    Mancl 

Bengal  in  each  year  from  1880-81  to  N.E.) :  Attention  has  been  direci 

1889-90,  both  inclusive;    the  number  the    statement   referred    to,    an 

included  in  the  revised  Estimate  for  Department  would  be  glad  to  hx\ 

1890-91,  and  in  the  Budget  Estimate  Mails  carried  between    Stranrae; 

for   1891-2 ;    the    amount   of     Malwa  Deny  in  half-an-hour  less  time 

revenue  included  in  the  revised  Esti-  at  present.     But  it  is  understoo 

mate  of  Kx.5,680,300  for  1890-91,  and  the  Company  make  the  proviso  t 

the  amount  of  Malwa  revenue  included  punctual  arrival  of  the  Mail  Tn 

in  the  Budget  Estimate  for  1891-2  of  Stranraer  shall  be  "  ensured,"  ai 

Bx.5,318,000?  Department    is,    of   course,    not 

*Tx,„    ttmtwp     wrp^TARV     ™  Position  to  guarantee  absolute  pi 

♦The     UNDER    SECRETARY     of  ality      Since  the  establishment  < 

STATE  for  INDIA  (Mr.  G.  Curzon,  Service  on  the  1st  Septemher  las 

Lancashire.  Southport) :    For  the  ten  Mail   Train    has  been   more  tha 

years,   the   extent    of    poppy    cultiva-  minutes      late      at     Carlisle     o: 

tion    is    in    acres.    1880-81,   536,017;  occasions    and  more  than  10  mi 

1881-82,   531,275;    1882-83,    495,740;  ?te JJ*   f*r1anraer    on    101    occa 

1883-84,    505,843 ;    1884-85,   565,246 ;  Jn  50  of  *]"» e  **?**  .        irreg° 

1885-86,   594,921 ;    1886-87,   562,052 ;  ***    exceeded     15    minutes,    ar 

1887-88,    536,607;    1888-89,    459,864;  ^lm01Pt  everv  instance  in  which 

1889-90,   482,557  ;   in   1890-91  it  was  h.a^  been  &***  -T lay'  lt       ^ 

500,688.   The  figures  for  1891-92  have  elthe?  to  **  accident  or  to  the  s* 

not   yet  been   received,    but   in  order  of    the    weather.      Urgent     reni 

to  restrict  the  area  of  cultivation,  the  tatl0ns  have,  however,  been  addr 

Government    of     India     reduced    the  *°  *he  ««lway  Companies  conce 

number  of  chests  for  sale  in  the  year  botin  ,as  .regards   *ne   general   s< 

from   57,000  to   54,000.      As    to    the  ai\d  atoo  mn  ™w  of  P^icular  cas 

revenue,  the  Malwa  contribution  was  delay»    and    %**    have    promise 

estimated  at  Ex.1,747,000  in  both  of  make  every  effort  to  secure  punctu 

the  years  named  by  the  hon.  Baronet.  ,A.S  }  ?ave  .»™"y  8tated>  th«  SJ* 

high,  40  miles  an  hour  over  all,  foi 

THE  STRANRAER  MAILS  miles,  with  about  70  miles   of  fi 

Mr.      MULHOLLAND      (London-  |^e  in  Scotland      There  is  heavy 

,            xt  x      x   i        j.         i    A      t>  to  be  done  at  the  stations,  inclucu 

derry,    N.) :    I   beg   to   ask  the  Post-  g^ng   Parcel    Post ;    and,    in 

masterGeneral  whether  his  attention  has  circumstances,  absolute  punctuali 

been  directed  to  the  statement  publicly  difficult  to  maintain. 

made  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Belfast  Mr.  SEXTON   (Belfast,  W.) : 

and  Northern  Counties  Railway  Com-  the  delay  arise  chiefly  on  the  En 

pany,    on    12th    February,    that    his  or  Irish  side? 

Company   were    able   and    willing    to  Sir   JAMBS    FERGUSSON: 

carry  the  Mails  between  Stranraer  and  delay,  as  I  have    said,  arises  on 

Londonderry  in  half  an  hour  less  time  English  and  Scotch  lines. 

than     they    had    undertaken    by   the 

recently  concluded  agreement ;  whether  ARMY    PENSIONS. 

he  can  state  how  often  the  Mail  Train  Major  RASCH  (Essex,  S.E.) : 

for  the    North   of   Ireland    has    been  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 

more  than  ten  minutes'  late  in  arriving  whether  soldiers  of  over  50  years, 

at  Carlisle  and  at  Stranraer  since  the  have  served   twelve    years    with 

establishment  of  the  accelerated  Mail  colours,    are   entitled    to    have 

service  on  1st  September,  1891 ;    and  names  entered  at  Chelsea  Hospitt 

whether  he  has  taken  any  steps  with  a  deferred  pension  under  the  Wa 

the     object   of    enforcing     reasonable  of  1847  ? 

punctuality    in    the    delivery    of   the  *The  SECRETARY  op  STATE 

mails    at    Stranraer   by    the    English  WAR  (Mr.  E.  Stanhope,  Lincoln* 

and  Scotch    Railway    Companies  con-  Horncastle) :     To     be     entitled  1 

oerned?  deferred  pension  from    the  age  ( 

Sir  Joseph  Pease 
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Vears  a  soldier  must  have  enlisted 
before  23rd  July,  1864,  and  must  have 
been  discharged  with  two  good  con- 
duct badges  after  not  less  than  14  years' 
service. 

Majob  BASCH  :  May  I  ask  the 
light  hon.  Gentleman,  will  he  have  that 
fact  more  generally  made  known  ? 

Ma.  E.  STANHOPE  :  I  will  inquire, 
and  see  if  it  is  necessary  to  advertise 
it  farther. 

•CONSUMPTION  OF  OPIUM  IN  INDIA. 
.  Mb.  LEWIS  FRY  (Bristol,  N.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  India  whether  he  will  lay 
upon  the  Table  of  the  House  a  state- 
ment of  the  consumption  of  opium  and 
its  preparation^  British  India  for  the 
year  1890-1,  similar  to  that  for  the 
previous  ten  years,  contained  in  State- 
ment B  appended  to  the  letter  from 
the  Government  of  India,  dated  14th 
October  last,  recently  made  public  ; 
and  whether  the  figures  in  Statement 
B  refer  to  annual  periods  expiring  on 
411st  March  in  each  year;  and,  if  so, 
whether  he  can  explain  why  Statement 
B  does  not  comprise  the  figures  for  the 
year  ending  31st  March,  1891? 
*Mb.  CURZON  :  No,  Sir  ;  the  figures 
for  1890-1,  in  continuation  of  State- 
ment B,  have  not  yet  been  received 
from  the  Governor  of  India;  but 
they  will  be  laid  on  the  Table  as  soon 
as  they  are  received.  In  the  mean- 
while, I  can  give  the  hon.  Member  the 
figures  as  they  appear  in  the  Provincial 
Seports  for  all  Provinces  except  Madras 
Md  the  North  West  Provinces.  The 
annual  periods  in  Statement  B  expire 
on  31st  March,  except  in  the  case  of 
the  North  West  Provinces,  where  thev 
expire  on  30th  September.  Statement 
B  was  sent  home  with  the  Governor 
©(India's  despatch  of  14th  October,  1891, 
when  the  figures  for  1890-1  were  not 
available  in  a  complete  form. 

PRESBYTERIAN  ARMY  CHAPLAINS. 
Mb.  BUCHANAN  (Edinburgh,  W.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  whether  he  has  received  the  Report 
«f  ft  Committee  of  the  Free  Church  of 
Scotland  (since  approved  by  the  Gene- 
ral Assembly)  on  the  subject  of  Presby- 
terian Army  Chaplains,  in  which  it  was 
1  that  the  superintendence  of 
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the  work  shall  be  carried  on  by  a  Com- 
mittee representing  all  the  Presby- 
terian Churches  in  Scotland,  and  minis- 
ters of  all  the  Presbyterian  ChurcheB 
shall  he  eligible  as  chaplains ;  and 
whether,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the 
scheme  proposed,  besides  providing 
much  greater  efficiency,  will  also  secure 
economy,  and  that  under  the  scheme 
the  Presbyterian  Churches  undertake 
to  supply  all  additional  service  needed 
beyond  that  provided  by  the  fixed 
maximum  expenditure  of  £800  per 
annum,  he  will  give  his  favourable  con- 
sideration to  these  proposals,  with  a 
view  to  their  early  adoption  ? 

'Mr.  E.  STANHOPE:  Yes;  I  have 
received  the  Report  in  question  ;  but  I 
have  no  means  of  knowing  whether  the 
suggestions  contained  in  it  are  accept- 
able to  all  the  Presbyterian  Churches 
in  Scotland.  Until  I  know  this  is  the 
case,  I  am  not  in  a  position  to  consider 
the  suggestions  of  the  Report. 

THE  COASTGUARD  OHALLORAN  AT 
EASTBOURNE. 
ADMIRAL  FIELD  (Sussex,  East- 
bourne) :  I  be>,r  to  ask  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Admiralty  whether  he  will  cause 
a  strict  inquiry  to  be  made  into  the  case 
of  a  coastguard  man,  recently  stationed 
at  Eastbourne,  by  name  O'Halloran, who 
has  just  been  pensioned  out  of  the 
Service  on  two  shillings  per  day,  to 
Which  he  was  entitled  by  length  of 
service,  with  a  gratuity  of  only  £3  as  a 
compensation  for  15  months  of  bodily 
suffering,  due  to  a  terrible  accident  on 
a  dark  night  in  November,  1890,  when 
on  patrol  duty,  and  which  has  reduced 
him  to  the  position  of  a  helpless 
invalid  for  life  ;  whether  he  is  aware 
that,  owing  to  the  fence  round  the 
Redoubt  at  the  east  end  of  the  town  being 
of  insufficient  height,  the  coastguard- 
man,  who  had  only  been  about  48 
hours  at  the  station,  stumbled  over  the 
fence  and  fell  into  the  ditch,  a  distance 
of  about  25  to  30  feet,  and  that  he  was 
after  a  time  sent  to  Haslar  and  treated 
on  the  surgical  side,  and  then  on  the 
medical  side,  and  ultimately  discharged 
as  cured,  whereas  results  show  he 
ought  not  to  have  been  discharged ; 
whether  he  is  aware  that'  the  man 
cannot  be  received  into  the  Princess  Alice 
Hospital  at  Eastbourne  because  of  his 
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serious  condition,  and  that,  by  the  aid 
of  private  chanty,  he  will  be  moved  to 
the  London  Hospital,  if  possible  ; 
whether  the  fence  round  the  Redoubt 
has  since  been  greatly  increased  in 
height  on  the  representation  of  the 
Vicar  of  the  parish ;  and  whether, 
under  ail  the  circumstances  of  the 
case,  the  Admiralty  will  consider  the 
advisability  of  granting  him  some  ad- 
dition to  his  pension,  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  if  the  Redoubt  had  been 
private  property  heavy  damages  could 
have  been  recovered  for  injuries 
received  ? 

*Thk  FIRST  LORD  of  the  ADMI- 
RALTY (Lord  George  Hamilton, 
Middlesex,  Ealing) :  I  have  had  this 
case  personally  investigated  by  an 
officer  of  the  Medical  Department,  and 
find  that  the  circumstances  attending 
the  sad  accident  to  O'Halioran  are,  in 
the  main,  as  stated  in  the  question. 
It  does  not,  however,  appear  that  any 
mismanagement  occurred  in  the  treat- 
ment of  the  injury ;  and,  if  desired,  Ishall 
be  glad  to  show  the  Papers  on  the  sub- 
ject to  the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman. 
The  question  of  the  pension  to  be  awarded 
to  O'Halioran  has  been  again  reviewed 
in  the  light  of  the  circumstances  which 
have  now  been  fully  reported  ;  and  the 
Admiralty  consider  that,  under  the 
regulations,  they  are  justified  in  grant- 
ing the  unfortunate  man  an  increased 
pension  of  £47  3s.  a  year  for  life,  or  7d. 
a  day  more  than  the  pension  awarded 
in  the  first  instance. 

OUTRAGE  NEAR  CANTON. 
Admiral  FIELD  (Sussex,  East- 
bourne) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  whether 
his  attention  has  been  called  to  a  report 
in  the  Standard  of  Thursday,  18th 
instant,  of  a  violation  of  a  Treaty  by 
the  Chinese  Authorities  of  Canton, 
from  which  it  appears  that  about  a 
week  ago  the  Canton  officials,  by  order 
of  the  Viceroy,  came  with  a  band  of 
soldiers  and  seized  a  warehouse  occu- 
pied by  a  British  merchant  within  the 
30  mile  Treaty  radius  of  Canton,  pos- 
sessed themselves  of  all  the  business 
books  and  accounts,  and  now  have 
carried  off  the  whole  of  the  merchan- 
dise contained  in  the  warehouse,  upon 
all  of  which  full  duty  had  been  paid ; 
and  whether  any  steps  have  been  taken 

Admiral  Field 


by  Her  Majesty's  Government  to  obtain 
satisfaction  for  the  outrage,  especially 
as  the  Chinese  Authorities  themselves 
regard  it  as  a  test  case  ? 

The  UNDER  SECRETARY  or 
STATE  for  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS 
(Mr.  J.  W.  Lowtheb,  Cumberland, 
Penrith) :  A  Report  of  this  ease  hat 
been  received  from  the  Acting  British 
Consul  at  Canton.  As  his  own  repre- 
sentations to  the  Viceroy  had  been 
unavailing,  he  had  referred  the  matter 

to  Her  Majesty's  Minister  at  Pekin, 
who  had  doubtless  already  addressed 
the  Chinese  Government  upon  the  sub- 
ject. Sir  John  Walsham  will,  however, 
be  informed  that  the  attention  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government  has  been  drawn 
to  the  case,  and  that  they  await  his 
Report  of  the  result  of  the  steps 
taken  by  him.  It  is  only  fair 
to  add  that  the  contention  of 
the  Chinese  Authorities  appears 
to  be  that  the  gentleman  in  question 
was  not  entitled,  according  to  Treaty, 
to  have  a  trading  establishment  at  Fat- 
shan,  outside  Canton,  but  the  methods 
resorted  to  for  the  suppression  of  hit 
business  seem  to  have  been  unjustifiable. 
They  further  allege  that  he  was  guilty 
of  smuggling,  but  this  he  entirely 
denies. 

POSTAGE    OP     REQUISITION    F0M& 

UNDER  THE  PARLIAMENTARY 

REGISTRATION    (IRELAND)  ACT. 

Mr.  ROCHE  (Galway,  E.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Postmaster  General,  with  refer- 
ence to  the  forms  of  requisitions  which, 
under  "  The  Parliamentary  Registration 
(Ireland)  Act,  1885,"  clerks  of  unions 
are  obliged  to  serve  on  inhabitant  occu- 
piers in  Ireland,  whether  he  is  aware 
that  in  returning  the  same  to  the  clerks 
the  inhabitant  occupiers  are  no* 
obliged  to  prepay  the  postage,  and  that 
where  the  postage  is  not  prepaid 
double  postage  has  to  be  paid  by  the 
Board  of  Guardians;  and  whether, 
considering  that  this  penalty  is  incurred 
through  no  fault  of  the  Board,  he  will 
in  such  cases  direct  that  the  original 
halfpenny  postage  only  be  charged? 

Sir  JAMES  FERGUSSON  :  I  can 
only  say  that  I  have  no  power  to  remit 
the  penalty  in  the  cases  described. 
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established  men  would  not  be  eligible 
for  pensions  on  retiring,  as  these  are 
only  granted  to  established  postmen. 
Unestablished  postmen  are  either  men 
temporarily  employed  who  may  be 
permanently  appointed  when  vacancies 
occur,  or  are  men  who  are  disqualified 
in  some  way  for  established  appoint- 
ments, but  who  are  found  able  to  do  a 
particular  duty,  and  whose  employ- 
ment is  continued,  therefore,  as  a 
favour,  in  order  that  they  may  not  be 
sent  adrift. 


IB  CLAIMS    OF    PRISON  WARDERS. 

Sib  JOSEPH  PEASE  (Durham, 
Bumard  Castle) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
jcretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
Bnt  whether  the  Committee  of  the 
ozne  Office  of  last  year,  appointed  to 
insider  the  claims  of  prison  warders 
id  other  officers,  in  regard  to  certain 
atters  concerning  their  remuneration 
id  hours  of  duty,  &c.,  has  yet  reported ; 
id,  if  so,  whether  he  will  be  prepared 
►  lay  the  Report  upon  the  Table  of  the 
xmse? 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
ib  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr. 
[atthews,  Birmingham,  E.) :  The 
ommittee  on  the  claim  of  prison 
rarders  and  other  officers  has  reported, 
at,  as  I  informed  the  hon.  Baronet  last 
ession,  it  is  not  usual  to  publish  the 
ieport  of  a  Departmental  Committee. 
can,  however,  state  the  decisions 
ome  to  in  consequence  of  the  Report — 
amely,  that  the  pay  and  emolu- 
ments of  officers  of  local  prisons  have 
een  increased  ;  a  larger  amount  of 
save  has  been  sanctioned ;  and  an 
ddition  has  been  made  to  the  maxi- 
lum  rates  of  pay  of  assistant  warders 
q  convict  prisons. 

RURAL    POSTMEN. 

Mr.  PHILIPPS  (Lanark,  Mid):  I  beg 
o  ask  the  Postmaster  General  whether 
t  is  the  case  that  unappointed  rural 
xwtmen  in  Lanarkshire  are  only  paid 
188.  a  week,  with  12s.  sick  allowance, 
tgainst  23s.  pay,  with  full  sick  allow- 
ance, paid  to  the  appointed  rural 
postmen ;  whether  the  appointed  post- 
Ben  get  pensions  on  retiring,  while  the 
onappointed  postmen  are  not  eligible 
ter  pensions ;  and  whether  the  hours 
of  labour  and  the  work  done  by  the 
two  classes  of  men  are  frequently  the 
same;  and,  if  so,  whether  some  at- 
tempt can  be  made  to  improve  the 
condition  of  the  unappointed  postmen  ? 

8ra  JAMES  FBRGUSSON  :  If  un- 
G8tablished  rural  postmen  doing  a  full 
day's  work  are  referred  to  in  this 
<p68tion  they  would  be  on  fixed  wages 
°f,  in  some  cases,  as  much  as  18s. 
*  week ;  they  would  also  receive  half- 
pay  during  sickness.  Established 
postmen  have  a  scale  of  wages  rising 
to  22s.  a  week  (not  23s.),  and  receive 
^o-thirds  pay  during  sickness.     Un- 


EDINBURGH    SCIENCE    AND    ART 
MUSEUM    CLERKS. 

Mr.  WALLACE  (Edinburgh,  E.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Vice  President  of  the 
Committee  of  Council  on  Education 
if  he  can  explain  why  only  Clauses  8, 
9,  and  10  of  the  Order  in  Council  of 
21st  March,  1890,  have  as  yet  been 
applied  to  the  Edinburgh  Museum  of 
Science  and  Art ;  and  whether  there  is 
a  probability  of  the  remaining  clauses 
being  applied  soon  ? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  of  the 
COUNCIL  (Sir  W.  Hart  Dyke,  Kent, 
Dartford):  The  Order  in  Council  of 
21st  March,  1890,  applies  exclusively 
to  clerks  of  the  Second  Division,  of 
whom  there  are  none  at  the  Edinburgh 
Museum.  The  regulations  respecting 
holidays,  sick  leave,  and  attendance- 
book,  were  settled  Departmentally  and 
without  reference  to  the  Order  in 
Council  of  21st  March,  1890. 

WOODFORD  AND  WHITEGATE  POSTAL 

SERVICE. 

Mr.  M'DERMOTT  (Kilkenny,  N.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Postmaster  General, 
with  reference  to  the  postal  service  at 
present  existing  between  Woodford 
and  Whitegate,  whether  he  is  aware 
that,  owing  to  the  delay  at  present  in- 
volved in  sending  through  Limerick 
and  Dublin  letters  posted  in  either 
Whitegate  and  Woodford  and  ad- 
dressed to  the  other  town,  a  distance 
of  only  six  miles,  no  letters  requiring 
expedition  can  be  sent  through  the 
post ;  and  whether,  considering  the 
convenience  of  the  people  of  the  dis- 
trict, the  increased  number  of  letters 
which  would  be  posted,  and  the  fact 
that  a  rural  messenger  already  goes 
about  half  the  distance  between  these 
two  towns,  he  will  now  have  direct 
service  established  between  them  ? 
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although  it  would  be  impossible  to 
deny  the  weight  of  the  arguments 
used  by  the  noble  Marquess  on  the 
one  side,  there  is  very  great  weight 
indeed  in  what  has  been  said  by  my 
noble  Friend  (Lord  Northbrook)  upon 
the  other.  The  circumstances  of  India, 
as  my  noble  Friend  has  pointed  out,  are 
wholly  different  from  those  to  which  we 
are  accustomed  in  this  country.  Every- 
one knows  that  a  small  cloud  in  the 
distance  will  suddenly  spread  into 
a  hurricane,  and,  before  your  Com- 
mander-in-Chief could  get  back  from 
this  country  to  India,  his  absence 
from  the  Indian  Empire  might  be  the 
cause  of  very  serious  disasters.  My 
Lords,  if  I  felt  perfectly  satisfied  that 
it  was  only  upon  some  extraordinary 
occasion  that  such  a  power  as  this 
would  be  used,  I  might  regard  it  with 
more  indifference  ;  but  your  Lordships 
must  remember  what  the  working  of 
clauses  of  this  kind  is.  It  is  all  very 
well  to  say  that  the  consent  of  the 
Governor  General  in  Council  is  required; 
but  I  do  not  believe  that,  if  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  and  the  Commander-in- 
Chief  inlndia  both  desired  that  this  power 
should  be  used,  it  would  be  possible  for 
the  Viceroy  in  Council  to  resist  the 
demand  ;  and  what  I  should  be  afraid 
of  is  that  this  power  would  come  to  be 
used  upon  occasions  not  so  grave  as 
those  which  the  noble  Marquess  has 
in  his  mind.  Of  course  it  is  a  balance 
of  advantages  and  disadvantages.  As 
I  said  the  other  night,  I  do  not  for  a 
moment  undervalue  in  the  slightest 
degree — it  would  be  childish  to  do  so — 
the  advantages  of  consultation  with  high 
officers.  The  whole  question  turns 
upon  this  :  is  it,  upon  the  whole,  more 
likely  that  the  Public  Service  will  suffer 
seriously  by  the  Government  not  being 
able  to  bring  over  the  Commander-in- 
Chief,  or  that  the  Empire  of  India  may 
be  endangered  by  the  possible  absence 
of  the  Commander-in-Chief  at  a  crisis 
when  his  presence  is  greatly  required  ? 
That  is  a  matter  upon  which  each 
person  must  form  his  own  opinion.  I, 
myself,  for  my  own  part,  would  greatly 
prefer  that  the  law  should  rest  as  it  is. 
With  regard  to  sick  leave,  I  think  the 
natural  conclusion  from  the  noble 
Marquess's  argument  would  be  that 
the  power  of  the  Commander-in-Chief 
to  go  to  the  Cape  ought  to  be  abro- 

Thc  Earl  of  Kimberley 


gated.     That,    however,    is   a 
which  I  will  not  press  further, 
the  whole,  I  must  say  that  I 
of  the  same  opinion  as  my  noble 
(Lord  Northbrook). 

On  Question,  whether  the  wor 
posed  to  be  left  out  shall  stand 
the  Schedule  ?  Their  Lordships  di 
Contents  27  ;   Not-Contents  20. 

Bill  re-committed  to  the  St 
Committee;  and  to  be  print 
amended.    (No.  21.) 

BETTING  AND  LOANS  (INFANT8 
[h.  l.]— (No.  1&) 

House  in  Committee  (accorc 
order) ;  Bill  reported  without  A 
ment ;  Standing  Committee  neg 
and  Bill  to  be  read  3*  on  Monday 

EVIDENCE  IN  CRIMINAL  CASE! 
[H.  L.]— (No.  4w) 

Third  Beading  (which  stan 
pointed  for  this  day)  put  off  to  & 
next. 

LONDON    FOG. 

Viscount  MIDLETON  :  My 
since  my  noble  Friend  the 
Minister  expressed  his  willing! 
support  the  appointment  of  a 
mittee  to  inquire  into  this  que* 
have  carefully  considered  the  i 
and  have  taken  counsel  with  tho£ 
whose  opinion  I  could  rely  ;  and 
come  to  the  conclusion,  righ 
wrongly,  that  no  good  or  usefo 
pose  is  likely  to  be  served  if  the 
mittee  is  to  be  restricted  sim 
Members  of  your  Lordships'  1 
I  sav  this  for  three  reasons. 
first  place,  a  Committee  of  your 
ships'  House  has  already  sat  to  i 
into  this  question,  or  into  the  k 
matter  of  the  prevention  of  i 
in  the  year  1887.  Several 
guished  Members  of  your  Lon 
House  served  upon  it ;  a  Bill,  f< 
upon  the  recommendations  < 
Committee,  was  subsequently 
duced  into  the  House:  has 
annually  introduced  for  five 
and  is  still  in  the  stag 
being  set  down  for  Second  R 
That  is  not  encouraging  as  to 
suits  of  the  outcome  of  a  Con 
of  your  Lordships'  House.  I 
the  second  place,  since  the  yea: 
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>-fc  only  do  we  know  a  good  deal  more 
x>nt  the  subject-matter,  but  science 
bus  considerably  advanced,  and  various 
lethods    for  dealing  with    the    sub- 
act  have  now  been  suggested,  which 
vere  not    known    at    the  time   when 
ihat  Committee  was  appointed.     But, 
in   order  that    these    methods  should 
be  properly    tested    and    appreciated, 
they    should    be     tested     by     those 
who    are    experts,   and    the    number 
di  those  experts  in   a  matter  of  this 
kind  on  the  Benches  of  your  Lordships' 
House  is,   and    must  always  remain, 
Kmited.     It  is  true  that,  within  the  last 
24  hours,  we  have  received  a  very  dis- 
tinguished  addition   to    that  number, 
in    the    person    of    the    noble     Lord 
who  has  taken   his  seat  for  the  first 
time  to-day-     But  that  does  not  alter 
the  fact  that  there  are  but  very  few  of 
your  Lordships'  House,  and  those  some 
of  the  busiest,  and  consequently  most 
•occupied,  who  could  be  appealed  to  to 
serve  upon  a  Committee  for  this  pur- 
pose.    But  there  is  a  third,  and  a  still 
more  practical  reason,  which,  after  an 
experience  (which  has  not  been  a  short 
one  now)  of  legislation,  both  in  another 
place  and  in  your  Lordships'  House,  I 
think  I  am  entitled  to  urge  :  and  that 
is  that,  with  hardly  one  single  excep- 
tion, no  measure  dealing  with  subjects 
of  this  kind,  which  has  emanated  from 
a  Committee  of  your  Lordships'  House 
simply,  and  which  has  not  been  pressed 
in  another  place  with  all  the  force  that 
the  Government  of  the  day  have  at  its 
command,  has  had  any  chance  what- 
soever of   passing   into   law.     And   in 
the  case  of  a  measure,  founded  upon 
the  deliberations  of  a  Committee  of  your 
Lordships'  House  in  a  matter  of  this 
kind,  there  would  be  a  peculiar  diffi- 
mlty ;   because    there    are    upon    the 
Benches     in     another     place     many 
Members   who   are   specially  qualified 
>y  professional  training  to  form  their 
>pinion  upon  a   subject  of  this  kind, 
tnd  who  are  quite  certain  to  tear  in 
ueces  anv  Bill  that  comes  down  from 
rour  Lordships'  House,  I  am  afraid  in 
ome  cases  because  they  have  not  been 
nrevioualy  consulted  in  the  matter.  Now, 
ny  Lords,  Her  Majesty's  Government 
iave  decided  that  it  would  not  be  desir- 
able to  issue  a  Royal  Commission  (which 
3  the  course  I  should  have  preferred) 
pon  this  subject,  and,  of  course,  I  bow 


to  that  decision ;  but  I  do  venture  to 
submit  that  a  Joint  Committee  of  both 
Houses  might  meet  these  particular 
difficulties  to  which  I  have  already  re- 
ferred. In  the  first  place,  they  would 
have  before  them  all  the  printed  evidence 
taken  before  the  Committee  of  your 
Lordships'  House.  In  the  second  place, 
it  would  be  possible  to  re-inforce  any 
Committee  appointed  by  your  Lord- 
ships' House  by  an  equal  number,  at 
least,  of  men  specially  qualified  to  deal 
with  the  subject  from  the  Benches  in 
another  place.  And,  thirdly,  I  think 
that  the  recommendations  of  such  a 
Joint  Committee  would  come  with 
much  greater  force,  and  with  a  much 
greater  chance  of  having  practical  legis- 
lation founded  upon  them,  than  any  re- 
commendations which  were  arrived  at 
by  a  Committee  composed  simply  of 
Members  of  your  Lordships'  House. 
Now,  my  Lords,  I  should  not  for  a 
moment  think  of  asking  a  Committee 
of  that  kind  to  embark  upon  what  the 
noble  Marquess  seemed  to  be  afraid  I 
was  touching  upon — namely,  a  hopeless 
crusade  against  the  vapours  of  the 
North  Sea  and  the  Essex  Marshes. 
No,  my  Lords,  the  London  fog  is,  I 
think,  just  one  of  those  things  of  which 
it  may  be  said,  as  is  said  with  regard 
to  vice,  that  it  loses  more  than  half  its 
evils  when  it  loses  all  its  grossness ; 
and,  if  you  could  take  away  from  the 
London  fog  the  elements  intro- 
duced into  it  by  Londoners  them- 
selves, you  would  have  done  much 
to  render  it  less  injurious  to 
human  life,  certainly  more  innocuous 
as  regards  sapping  the  vital  energy, 
and  incomparably  less  expensive  than 
London  fogs  at  present  are.  It  may 
be  in  the  recollection  of  your  Lordships 
that  a  single  foggy  day  means  an  extra  ex- 
penditure of  £4,000  in  gas  alone  ;  and 
that,  by  the  best  computation,  every 
year  the  combustic  products  which  are 
sent  up  the  chimneys  to  poison  the  air, 
instead  of  being  used  to  warm  our 
rooms  and  dwellings,  amount  to  a  tax 
upon  the  community  of  somewhat  up- 
wards of  £1,000,000  per  annum.  Those 
are  established  facts,  and  those  facts 
can  be  proved.  My  Lords,  it  has  also 
been  suggested  that  my  object  was  to 
point  out  particular  remedies.  My 
Lords,  that  is  exactly  the  point  I  wish 
to  avoid.     I  think  it   is  most  essential 
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that  a  burden  of  that  kind  should  be 
left  for  the  decision  of  a  Committee, 
and  that  further  inquiry  should  pre- 
cede any  legislation.  As  regards 
anthracite  coal,  I  merely  mentioned 
that  as  one  of  many  methods  which 
might  be  adopted  for  dealing  with  the 
question ;  and  I  think  scant  justice 
was  done  to  it  in  the  answer  of  the 
noble  Marquess.  If  any  of  your  Lord- 
ships wish  to  ascertain  what  may  be 
done  in  that  respect,  I  am  given  to 
understand  that  there  is  a  fire  burning 
at  the  present  moment  in  the  Prince's 
Chamber,  which  was  lighted  this 
morning,  entirely  composed  of  anthra- 
cite coal,  which  I  have  just  been 
looking  at  myself.  I  found  that  there 
was  a  very  wholesome  flame  proceeding 
from  it ;  and  certainly  much  more  heat 
was  given  out  than  from  the  fireplace 
at  the  other  end  of  the  room.  That, 
however,  is  only  one  branch  of  the 
subject.  My  Lords,  since  I  first 
brought  this  subject  before  your  Lord- 
ships' House,  I  have  been  inundated 
with  suggestions,  practical  and  un- 
practical, of  all  sorts  and  kinds.  I 
have  seen  articles  in  almost  every  paper 
in  the  daily  Press  on  the  subject — many 
of  them,  I  confess,  not  very  encouraging 
to  anyone  who  wishes  to  act  as  a  re- 
former in  this  matter ;  but  some  point- 
ing out  that  science  has  defined  various 
remedies,  any  one  or  more  of  which 
might  be  adopted.  And  there  is  one 
remedy,  at  all  events,  within  our  reach. 
If  we  only  agreed,  by  legislation,  to  say 
that  all  future  grates  should  be  so  con- 
structed as  to  consume  their  own 
smoke,  and  that  all  future  ovens  should 
be  rendered  smokeless,  you  would,  at 
once,  have  done  a  great  deal  to  cope 
with  the  increase  of  the  evil  which  is 
daily  going  on.  Had  such  a  measure 
been  adopted,  which  the  Smoke  Preven- 
tion Act  suggested,  and  put  into  force 
30  years  ago,  the  air  of  London  would 
now  be  comparatively  pure.  The  great 
mischief  has  been  done,  not  so  much 
by  the  ordinary  chimney  as  by  the 
kitchen  chimney,  which  must  be  in 
every  house ;  and  a  very  slight  altera- 
tion indeed  in  many  cases  would  entirely 
prevent  the  smoke  and  the  deleterious 
action  issuing  therefrom.  I  merely 
mention  these  facts  to  prove  that  there 
is  a  distinct  case  to  inquire  into ;  and 

Viscount  Midleton 


I  believe  that  such  an  inquiry,,  if  their 
is  not  to  be  a  Royal  ComrnisMon,, 
might  effectually  and  efficiently  bi 
carried  on  by  a  Joint  Committee  of  the- 
two  Houses  of  Parliament.  Those  an 
the  views  I  venture  to  submit  to  yoor 
Lordships.  I  gave  the  Home  Office 
private  notice  of  the  question  I  wm 
about  to  put  three  or  lour  days  ago;, 
and  I  hope  no  objection  will  be  placed 
in  the  way  if  it  be  possible  to  form  i 
Joint  Committee  of  both  Houses  fie 
inquire  into  this  important  matter.  I 
do  not  say  that  such  a  Committee- 
would  be  entirely,  or  perhaps  even 
partly,  successful ;  but  I  do  say  that 
the  subject  is  one  which  touches  the 
comfort  and  health  of  so  large  a  portion 
of  the  community  that  we  ought  not 
to  sit  down  with  hands  folded,  and  say 
that  nothing  can  be  done,  until  it  has 
been  proved,  beyond  all  manner  of 
doubt,  that  the  evil  is  one  which  is 
irremediable,  and  with  which  it  is 
impossible  for  us  to  deal. 

The  Marquess  of  SALISBURY: 
My  Lords,  in  the  first  place,  I  must 
be  allowed  to  congratulate  my  noble 
Friend  upon  the  valuable  auxiliarythathfr 
obtained  this  morning  to  the  argument*, 
which  he  desires  to  press  upon  the 
House  and  upon  the  public.  Not  all 
the  eloquence  of  my  noble  Friend  was 
equal  to  that  very  dirty  fog  which  we 
found  upon  coming  into  London  this 
morning,  and  which  made  me  fed  a 
wish  that  it  were  possible  by  anj 
means,  Royal  Commission  or  other,  to 
further  my  noble  Friend's  desires.  But 
I  am  afraid  the  facts  are  too  strong 
for  us.  I  am  not  going  through  the 
arguments  that  my  noble  Friend  re- 
peated, with  great  force,  upon  the 
evils  or  the  remediability  of  the  London 
fog.  I  am  afraid  lest  I  should  be  con- 
sidered to  be  an  advocate  and  friend 
of  the  fog — anything  more  near  an 
advocattts  diaboli  I  cannot  imagine. 
But,  on  the  present  occasion,  I  have 
not  to  argue  the  larger  question.  My 
noble  Friend  has  gone  off  the  safe  field 
of  Committees  of  this  House  and  Royal 
Commissions  into  an  unknown  country 
— into  the  question  of  Joint  Com- 
mittees. He  is  touching  the  mysterious 
parts  of  the  Constitution.  I  do  not 
exactly  know  what  the  principles  aifc 


"j  —  - 


306     Opiwn  Cultivation       {25  February,  1892} 


in  Bengal. 


1206 


pon  which  Joint  Committees  are 
jpointed,  but  I  know  that  the  sugges- 
oa  of  them  is  very  apt  to  be  ill 
loeived  on  the  other  side  of  the 
antral  Hall.  I  remember  some  years 
50,  when  the  noble  Lords  opposite 
are  in  power  and  had  a  large  majority 
i  the  House  of  Commons,  they  pro- 
seed  that  the  Indian  Budget  should 
5  referred  to  a  Joint  Committee; 
was  a  very  reasonable  pro- 
Mai  ;  but  all  the  authority  of 
[r.  Gladstone's  Government  of  that 
iy  could  not  induce  the  House  of 
amnions  to  accept  it.  And  I  am  told 
tat  it  is  exceedingly  unlikely  that  the 
base  of  Commons  would  accept  a 
lint  Committee  on  this  subject. 
Itherto  Joint  Committees;  with  I 
ink  only  one  exception,  have  been 
nfined  to  questions  concerning  the 
rivate  Business  of  the  two  Houses.  I 
ill  not  undertake,  on  behalf  of  the 
ouse  of  Commons,  that  they  would 
nsent  to  a  Joint  Committee ;  I  should 
giving  an  undertaking  which  I  should 

wholly  incapable  of  fulfilling ;  but  I 
11  undertake  this  :  that  if  anyone 
jves  in  the  House  of  Commons  for  a 
lint  Committee,  and  that  House 
cepts  it,  I  will  do  my  best  to  per- 
ade  your  Lordships'  House  to  join 
ith  the  House  of  Commons  in  enter- 
ic upon  it.  I  cannot  do  more  than 
at.  My  Lords,  much  of  my  noble 
riend's  remarks  were  addressed  to  the 
>int  that  the  House  of  Commons 
ould  not  accept  any  measure  that  did 
)t  initiate  with  them.  If  that  is  the 
tie,  the  proper  course  is  clearly  for 
y  noble  Friend  to  induce  one  of  his 
any  adherents  in  the  other  House  to 
tove  for  a  Committee  in  that  House, 
id  I  daresay  he  would  move  it  with 
locess.  But  I  do  not  quite  under- 
hand the  modesty  which  induces  my 
able  Friend  to  abstain  from  going 
trward  in  that  path  of  investigation 
s  has  here  selected.  After  all,  the 
lain  point  is  to  collect  information, 
id  that  information  will  be  good 
loogh  whichever  House  it  comes  from ; 

will  not  matter  which  House  has 
it  it  into  the  Blue  Book ;  and,  if  my 
>ble  Friend  can  get  together,  by 
lamination  in  Committee,  an  amount 
evidence  which  shows  that  there  is 
i  effective  remedy  for  this  evil,  and 
at  that  remedy  can  be  applied  by 


Parliament,  I  will  venture  to  say  that 
the  House  of  Commons  will  attach  just 
as  much  importance  to  that  evidence 
as  if  it  were  gathered  by  themselves. 

House  adjourned  at  twenty  minutes 

past  Five  o'clock. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS, 

Thursday,  25th  February,  1892. 


QUESTIONS. 


JURORS  AT  IRISH  ASSIZES. 

Mr.  MULHOLLAND  (Londonderry, 
N.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary 
to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland 
whether  his  attention  has  been  directed 
to  resolutions  unanimously  passed  by 
almost  every  Board  of  Guardians  in 
Ulster,  protesting  against  the  existing 
system  of  summoning  jurors  to  the 
Assizes  without  remuneration,  or  com- 
pensation for  actual  pecuniary  loss 
incurred ;  and  whether  it  is  his  in- 
tention to  introduce  a  clause  into  the 
Local  Government  Bill  for  the  purpose 
of  removing  this  grievance  ? 

The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Jackson,  Leeds,  N.) : 
Resolutions  such  as  are  referred  to  in 
the  question  have  been  received  from 
Boards  of  Guardians.  There  is  no 
intention  of  introducing  a  clause  in 
reference  to  the  subject  into  the  Local 
Government  Bill. 

Mr.  LEA  (Londonderry,  S.) :  Is  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  aware  that  I  have 
given  notice  of  a  Motion  for  a  Select  Com- 
mittee on  the  subject  ?  Will  the  Go- 
vernment state  now  if  they  are  willing 
to  grant  that  Committee? 

Mr.  JACKSON:  I  have  not  heard 
anything  about  a  Committee.  I  am 
not  aware  that  there  are  any  differences 
between  jurors  in  Ireland  and  in  Eng- 
land. I  am  afraid  that  to  serve  as 
jurors  is  a  sacrifice  that  has  to  be  made 
by  citizens  in  either  country. 

OPIUM  CULTIVATION  IN  BENGAL. 

Sir  JOSEPH  PEASE  (Durham, 
Barnard  Castle) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under    Secretary   of  State   for   India 
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whether  he  can  state  the  number  of        The    POSTMASTER     GENERAL 

acres  licensed  for  poppy  cultivation  in  (Sir   James    Fergubson,    Manchester, 

Bengal  in  each  year  from   1880-81  to  N.E.) :  Attention  has  been  directed  to 

1889-90,  both  inclusive;    the   number  the    statement   referred     to,   and  the 

included  in  the  revised  Estimate  for  Department  would  be  glad  to  have  the 

1890-91,  and  in  the  Budget  Estimate  Mails  carried  between    Stranraer  and 

for   1891-2  ;    the    amount  of     Malwa  Derry  in   half-an-hour  less  time  thu 

revenue  included  in  the  revised  Esti-  at  present.     But  it  is  understood  that 

mate  of  Kx.5,680,300  for  1890-91,  and  the  Company  make  the  proviso  that  I 

the  amount  of  Malwa  revenue  included  punctual  arrival  of  the  Mail  Train  tf 

in  the  Budget  Estimate  for  1891-2  of  Stranraer  shall  be  "ensured,"  and  the 

Rx.5,318,000?  Department    is,    of    course,   not  in  i 

-.rr,  '      LTTMm     nT,^nm*mr  position  to  guarantee  absolute  punctn- 

♦The     UNDER     SECRETARY     of  ^      sinc|the  establishment  of  the 

STATE  for  INDIA  (Mr.  G.  Curzon,  Service  on  the  1st  Septemher  last,  the 

Lancashire.  Southport) :    For  the  ten  Mail   Train    has  been   more  than  10 

years,   the   extent   of    poppy    cultiva-  minutes      late      at      Carlisle     on    69 

tion    is    in    acres.    1880-81,   536,017 ;  occasions,  and  more  than  10  minutes 

1881-82,   531,275;    1882-83,    495,740;  J*te  **    Stranraer    on    101  .occasions. 

1883-84,    505,843 ;    1884-85,   565,246 ;  Jn  50  of  t™  c^8es  *he   irregulantj 

1885-86,   594,921 ;    1886-87,   562,052 ;  h,as    exceeded     15    minutes,    and  m 

1887-88,    536,607;    1888-89,    459,864;  almost  eve^  instance  m  which  there 

1889-90,   482,557;   in   1890-91  it  was  h.a8_  *»**  great  delay,  it  has  been  doe 

500,688.   The  figures  for  1891-92  have  elthe?  to  an  acc^ent  or  to  the  seventy 

not  yet  been   received,    but   in  order  of    the    weather.      Urgent     repress 

to  restrict  the  area  of  cultivation,  the  tatl0ns  £aYe'  however,  been  addrart 

Government    of     India    reduced    the  to  the  Railway  Companies  concerned, 

number  of  chests  for  sale  in  the  year  bot;n    as  .regards   ™   general  senw 

from   57,000  to  54,000.      As    to    the  ar\d  also  ™  ™*  of  particular  cases  d 

revenue,  the  Malwa  contribution  was  delfy»    and    ^  x  have    promised  to 

estimated  at  Rx.1,747,000  in  both  of  make  every  effort  to  secure  punctoa^'. 

the  years  named  by  the  hon.  Baronet.  ?.8  J  ?ave  .already  stated,  the  speed ■ 

high,  40  miles  an  hour  over  all,  for  400 

THE  STRANRAER  MAILS  imles»   with   about  70  mile*   <*   «■£ 

\r«       ajttt  Trr\T  t  a  xrn      tx  ~  a  tine  in  Scotland.     There  is  heavy  w* 

Mr.      mUljH01j.LA.NI)      (London-  ,     u    j  A  .u      .    ..  lJi:— • 

n  T   .  ,    \      «  to  be  done  at  the  stations,  including » 

deny,    Is.):    I   beg  to   ask  the  Post-  g^ng    Parcei    Post .    and,    in  the 

masterGeneral  whether  his  attention  has  circumstances,  absolute  punctuality  « 

been  directed  to  the  statement  publicly  difficult  to  maintain. 

made  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Belfast        Mr.  SEXTON   (Belfast,  W.) :  Do* 

and  Northern  Counties  Railway  Com-  the  delay  arise  chiefly  on  the  EngfiA 

panv,    on    12th    February,    that    his  or  Irish  side? 

Company   were    able   and    willing    to        Sin   JAMES    FERGUSSON:    The 

carry  the  Mails  between  Stranraer  and  delay,  as  I  have    said,  arises  on  the 

Londonderry  in  half  an  hour  less  time  English  and  Scotch  lines. 

than     they    had    undertaken    by   the 

recently  concluded  agreement ;  whether  ARMY    PENSIONS. 

he  can  state  how  often  the  Mail  Train        Major  RASCH  (Essex,  S.E.) :  I  beg 

for  the    North   of   Ireland    has    been  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  W« 

more  than  ten  minutes'  late  in  arriving  whether  soldiers  of  over  60  years,  who 

at  Carlisle  and  at  Stranraer  since  the  have   served   twelve    years    with   the 

establishment  of  the  accelerated  Mail  colours,    are   entitled    to    have  their 

service  on  1st  September,  1891;    and  names  entered  at  Chelsea  Hospital  f« 

whether  he  has  taken  any  steps  with  a  deferred  pension  under  the  Warrant 

the     object   of    enforcing     reasonable  of  1847  ? 

punctuality    in     the    delivery    of   the      *The  SECKETARY  op  STATE  F» 

mails    at    Stranraer   by    the    English  WAR  (Mr.  E.  Stanhope,  Lincolnshire, 

and  Scotch    Railway    Companies  con-  Homcastle) :     To     be     entitled  to  i 

ocraed  ?  deferred  pension  from    the  age  of  50 

Sir  Joseph  Pease 
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Tears  a  soldier  must  have  enlisted 
before  23rd  July,  1864,  and  must  have 
been  discharged  with' two  good  con- 
duct badges  after  not  less  than  14  years' 
service. 

Major  BASCH  ;  May  I  ask  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  will  he  have  that 
fact  more  generally  made  known  ? 

Mr.  E.  STANHOPE :  I  will  inquire, 
and  see  if  it  is  necessary  to  advertise 
it  further. 

■CONSUMPTION  OF  OPIUM  IN  INDIA. 
Mr.  LEWIS  FRY  (Bristol,  N.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  India  whether  he  will  lay 
upon  the  Table  of  the  House  a  state- 
ment of  the  consumption  of  opium  and 
its  preparation  in  British  India  for  the 
year  1890-1,  similar  to  that  for  the 
previous  ten  years,  contained  in  State- 
ment B  appended  to  the  letter  from 
the  Government  of  India,  dated  14th 
October  last,  recently  made  public ; 
and  whether  the  figures  in  Statement 
B  refer  to  annual  periods  expiring  on 
51st  March  in  each  year ;  and,  if  so, 
whether  he  can  explain  why  Statement 
3  does  not  comprise  the  figures  for  the 
year  ending  31st  March,  1891? 

*Mr.  CUBZON:  No,  Sir ;  the  figures 
for  1890-1,  in  continuation  of  State- 
ment B,  have  not  yet  been  received 
from  the  Governor  of  India ;  but 
they  will  be  laid  on  the  Table  as  soon 
as  they  are  received.  In  the  mean- 
while, lean  give  the  hon.  Member  the 
figures  as  they  appear  in  the  Provincial 
Beportsfor  all  Provinces  except  Madras 
and  the  North  West  Provinces.  The 
annual  periods  in  Statement  B  expire 
on  31st  March,  except  in  the  case  of 
the  North  West  Provinces,  where  they 
expire  on  30th  September.  Statement 
B  was  sent  home  with  the  Governor 
of  India's  despatch  of  14th  October,  1891 , 
when  the  figures  for  1890-1  were  not 
available  in  a  complete  form. 

PRESBYTERIAN    ARMY   CHAPLAINS. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  (Edinburgh,  W.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  whether  he  has  received  the  Beport 
of  a  Committee  of  the  Free  Church  of 
Scotland  (since  approved  by  the  Gene- 
ral Assembly)  on  the  subject  of  Presby- 
terian Army  Chaplains,  in  which  it  was 
1  that  the  superintendence  of 


the  work  shall  be  carried  on  by  a  Com- 
mittee representing  all  the  Presby- 
terian Churches  in  Scotland,  and  minis- 
ters of  all  the  Presbyterian  Churches 
shall  be  eligible  as  chaplains ;  and 
whether,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the 
scheme  proposed,  besides  providing 
much  greater  efficiency,  will  also  secure 
economy,  and  that  under  the  scheme 
the  Presbyterian  Churches  undertake 
to  supply  all  additional  service  needed 
beyond  that  provided  by  the  fixed 
maximum  expenditure  of  £800  per 
annum,  he  will  give  his  favourable  con- 
sideration to  these  proposals,  with  a 
view  to  their  early  adoption  ? 

"Mb.  E.  STANHOPE:  Yes;  I  have 
received  the  Beport  in  question  ;  but  I 
have  no  means  of  knowing  whether  the 
suggestions  contained  in  it  are  accept- 
able to  all  the  Presbyterian  Churches 
in  Scotland.  Until  I  know  this  is  the  ' 
case,  I  am  not  in  a  position  to  consider 
the  suggestions  of  the  Beport. 

THE  COASTGUARD  O'HALLORAN  AT 
EASTBOURNE. 
Admiral  FIELD  (Sussex,  East- 
bourne) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Admiralty  whether  he  will  cause 
a  strict  inquiry  to  be  made  into  the  case 
of  a  coastguard  man,  recently  stationed 
at  Eastbourne,  by  name  O'Halloran.who 
has  just  been  pensioned  out  of  the 
Service  on  two  shillings  per  day,  to 
which  he  was  entitled  by  length  of 
service,  with  a  gratuity  of  only  £3  as  a 
compensation  for  15  months  of  bodily 
suffering,  due  to  a  terrible  accident  on 
a  dark  night  in  November,  1890,  when 
on  patrol  duty,  and  which  has  reduced 
him  to  the  position  of  a  helpless 
invalid  for  life  ;  whether  he  is  aware 
that,  owing  to  the  fence  round  the 
Bedoubt  at  the  east  end  of  the  town  being 
of  insufficient  height,  the  coastguard- 
man,  who  had  only  been  about  48 
hours  at  the  station,  stumbled  over  the 
fence  and  fell  into  the  ditch,  a  distance 
of  about  25  to  30  feet,  and  that  he  was 
after  a  time  sent  to  Haslar  and  treated 
on  the  surgical  side,  and  then  on  the 
medical  side,  and  ultimately  discharged 
as  cured,  whereas  results  show  he 
ought  not  to  have  been  discharged ; 
whether  he  is  aware  that'  the  man 
cannot  be  received  into  the  Princess  Alice 
Hospital  at  Eastbourne  because  of  his 
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Board  of  Agriculture  whether  he  can 
give  the  House  any  information  re- 
garding the  Royal  Commission  on 
Tuberculosis ;  whether  he  can  say 
when  it  held  its  last  sitting  ;  whether 
the  Minutes  of  Evidence  given  before 
the  Commission  have  been  printed  and 
distributed ;  whether  he  is  aware  of 
the  anxiety  with  which  its  Report  is 
waited  for  by  those  whose  industry 
may  be  vitally  affected  by  its  recom- 
mendations ;  and  when  he  expects  it  to 
report? 

•Mr.  RITCHIE  :  I  am  informed 
that  the  Royal  Commission  held  its 
last  meeting  on  the  28th  of  January 
last ;  but  I  may  observe  that  investi- 
gations are  being  carried  on  in  addition 
to  the  taking  of  evidence  at  the  meet- 
ings of  the  Commission.  Minutes  of 
the  evidence  given  before  the  Com- 
mission have  been  printed  for  the  use 
of  the  Commissioners,  but  the  evidence 
has  not  been  distributed  to  the  public. 
I  do  not  under- estimate  the  interest 
with  which  the  Report  of  the  Com- 
mission is  awaited,  but  I  am  not  in  a 
position  to  state  when  their  investiga- 
tions are  likely  to  be  concluded. 

THE  PARLIAMENTARY   REPORTS. 

Mb.  LENG  (Dundee) :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  whether 
the  "  conditions,"  upon  which  tenders 
were  invited  for  printing  and  publishing 
the  Parliamentary  Reports  of  Debates 
and  Proceedings,  stipulated  that  the 
first  edition  should  be  issued  in  daily 
parts,  stitched,  "  without  covers  ";  and 
whether  the  tenderers  were  informed 
that  permission  would  be  subsequently 
given  to  the  successful  competitor  for 
the  contract  to  issue  that  edition  in 
covers,  and  with  advertisements,  yield- 
ing a  larger  profit  than  the  subsidy? 

Sib  JOHN  GOEST  (Chatham)  i  The 
answer  to  the  first  question  is,  Yes  ;  to 
the  second  No. 

THE  POSTAL  SERVICE. 
Me.  M'DERMOTT  (Kilkenny,  N.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Postmaster  General 
whether  he  is  aware  that  letters  posted 
at  Dublin  for  Castlecomer,  County 
Kilkenny,  arc  usually  sent  by  train  to 
Thurles  and  thence  per  mail  car  to 
Castlecomer ;  and  whether,  in  view  of 
the  fact  that  there  was  no  mail  service 
between  Thurles  and  Castlecomer  for 
Mr.  Fumes* 


a  number  of  days  from  the  19th  instut, 
and  considering  the  great  inconvenient* 
caused  to  the  public  by  the  interruption 
of  the  mail  service,  he  will  in  future,  it 
case  of  a  block  on  the  ordinary  mail 
road,  give  directions  to  have  tin 
mails  from  Dublin  to  Castlecomer  for- 
warded by  way  of  Urlingford,  FreshforA 
or  Ballyragget,  or  by  some  of  the  other 
roads  which  are  always  open  to  traffic? 
Sm  JAMES  FERGUSSON:  The 
mails  for  Castlecomer  are  sent  in  tin 
manner  described,  the  railway  to 
Castlecomer  not  being  used,  because 
there  is  no  convenient  train  available 
for  the  service.  The  mails  arrive  in 
ordinary  course,  by  car,  at  7  a.o. 
The  recent  very  exceptionable  snow- 
fall caused  both  roads  and  railways  to 
be  blocked  in  many  parts  of  the  dis- 
trict ;  and  inquiry  is  being  made  into 
the  question  of  adopting  the  ronle 
mentioned  in  the  event  of  any  similar 
emergency  in  future. 

THE  BRAZILIAN  AND  ARGENTINE 
REPUBLICS. 

Mb.  BAUMANN  (Camberwell,  Peek- 
ham)  :  Ibeg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary 
of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  whether  hi 
will  lav  upon  the  Table  copies  of  no* 
recent  laws  passed  by  the  Brazilian  aw 
Argentine  Republics  respecting  the 
naturalisation  of  foreigners  ? 

Mb.  J.  W.  LOWTHER :  A  tranala- 
tion  of  Chapter  69  of  the  Constitution 
of  the  Brazilian  Republic,  which 
contains  the  Brazilian  Law  on 
Nationality,  will  be  laid  upon  the  Table- 
With  reference  to  the  Argentine 
Republic,  a  Bill  on  naturalisation  wtt 
before  the  Chamber  of  Deputies  lut 
year,  but,  so  far  as  Her  Majesty'i 
Government  are  informed,  it  has  not 
yet  been  passed  into  law. 

THE  FINANCIAL  CONDITION  OF 

ARGENTINA. 

Mb.  BAUMANN:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  whether  the  Report  of  Mr- 
Arthur  Herbert,  Secretary  of  Legation 
at  Buenos  Ayree,  upon  the  financial 
condition  of  Argentina,  has  been 
published ;  and,  if  not,  whether  be 
will  lay  it  upon  the  Table  7 

Mb.  J.  W.  LOWTHEB:  The  proof 
of  the  Report   has   been   sent  to  Mr. 
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Berbert,  in  order  that  he  might  have  the  part  of  farmers  and  others  to  render 

She  opportunity  of   revising   it  before  the  Returns  has  practically  disappeared; 

publication.      It  is  hoped  that  it  will  and  I  am  satisfied  to  rely  on  the  in- 

ihortly  be    received   back   from  him,  creased  recognition  by  agriculturists  of 

uad  the  Report  will  then  be  laid  upon  the  value  of   the    statistics    obtained 

the  Table.  without   resorting  to    further   powers. 

Since  I  took  office  I  have  on  one  or  two 

THE    SCOTCH    EDUCATION    CODE,  occasions,   I   believe,    received    letters 

Mr.    CALDWELL     (Glasgow,    St.  criticising  the  accuracy  of  the  Returns ; 

Bollox)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Lord  Advo-  but,  upon  inquiry,  I  am  satisfied  that 

sate  wnen  Members  may  expect  to  see  this  view  is    not    supported    by    the 

lie  Scotch  Education  Code,  which  was  facts. 
laid  upon  the  Table  of  the  House  in 

"  dummy"  on  the  15th  instant?  NORTH  PARK,  ELTHAM. 

Sir    C.   J.   PEARSON :    The  Code  Sir    JOHN     LUBBOCK    (London 

was  delivered  to  Members  at  the  Vote  University) :    I   beg  to  ask  the  First 

Office  on  the  23rd  February.  Commissioner  of  Works  whether  the 

Commissioners  of  Woods  and  Forests 

AGRICULTURAL    RETURNS    FOR  have  declined  to  name  a  price  for  North 

ENGLAND.  Park,  Eltham ;  if  so,  whether  they  will 

Mr.  O'KELLY    (Roscommon,  N.)  :  not   re-consider  that    resolution,    and 

I    beg  to    ask  the    President  of  the  leave  some  time  for  negotiation  before 

-r>       ?     .    .          ,.            ,    .i        ,       .  letting  it  out  for  building  or  cutting 

Board  of  Agriculture  whether  he    is  down  the  old  timber  ? 

responsible  for  the  annual  publication  The  SECRETARY  to  the  TREA- 

of  the  Agricultural  Return    for  Eng-  gURY  (gir  JoHN  Goe8t)  .   The  Com. 

land,  the  collection  of  which  is  forced  missioners    of     Wooda  ^d    Fore8t3 

<m  another  Department ;  i  he  is  aware  have  not  de(jlmed  ^  name   ft       ice 

that  those  Returns  are  notoriously  un-  for  North    Park     Elth          but  ^y 

reliable,    owing    to    the    inability    of  could    not  do  this  ^^    &  yaluaf_ 

Excise  ofhoers    to    collect    them    on  ti       o{  which         intending  purchaser 

account  of  their  revenue  duties,    the  wouid  have  to  guarantee  the  cost, 

objection  of  farmers  to  give  the    re-  ° 

quired  information,   and  the   want  of  IRISH  RATING  laW  j^jy  BOARDS  OP 

provision    by    Act    of    Parliament    to  GUARDIANS, 

make  the  information  compulsory;  if  „      „.____„  „_,_„,„    _N     _ 

those  Returns  could  not  be  collected  Mr-  MAURICE  HEALY  (Cork) :  I 

with   less  cost  and  more  accuracy  by  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 

overseers,  who  are  willing  to  undertake  Lord  Lieutenant  of    Ireland  whether 

the  work ;    and  whether  he   was  in-  there  have  been  any,  and,  if  so,  how 

formed,  on    taking  office,   of  the  un-  many,  cases  in  which  the  abuse  of  rating 

rekabihty  of  those >  Returns  ?  powers  under  the  Poor  Law  in  Ireland 

Mr.    CHAPLIN  :     The    Board     of  has  called  for  the  interference  of  the 

Agriculture    are    responsible    for    the  Central  Authority ;  and  whether  it  is 

publication  of  the  Agricultural  Returns,  p0S8ibie  under  the  Irish  Rating  Law 

which    are   collected    by    the    Inland  for  a  Board  of  Guardians  to  abuse  its 

Revenue  Department.     Regarding  the  rating  powers  ? 

character  of  the  Returns,  the  opinions  ,,    *:.„.'-..     __..            _       A, 

of  the    officers  whose   duty   it   is  to  Mr-  JACKSON  :  With  regard  to  the 

examine  them  are  quite  adverse  to  the  matter  of  fact  referred  to  in  the  first 

view  expressed  in  the  question.     The  paragraph,     the     Local     Government 

work  of  collection  is  one  of  considerable  Board  report   that  there    have    been 

magnitude,  and  it  is  considered  that  several  cases  in  which  Boards  of  Guar- 

on  the  whole,   it  is  exceedingly  well  diang  fail  to  strike  adequate  rates,  with 

done.      I  do    not    consider   that   the  the  result  that  the  unions  are  in  debt 

Returns  could  be  collected,  either  with  at  the  end  of  their  nnancial  year.     I 

leas  cost  or  more  accuracy,   by  over-  am  ^^^    to   advise  respecting  the 

seers.    I  believe  that  whatever  objec-  subject-matter    of    the   second    para- 

bion  may  have  prevailed  at  one  time  on  graph. 
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THE  PURCHASE  OP  LAND  (IRELAND) 
ACT. 

Mb.  KNOX  (Cavan,  W.)  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
when  the  rules  directed  by  Sec.  27  of 
"  The  Purchase  of  Land  (Ireland)  Act, 
1891,"  will  be  issued  ;  and  when  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  and  the 
Treasury  propose  to  make  known  their 
decision  under  Sec.  28,  Sub-Sec.  7,  of 
the  same  Act  ? 

Mb.  JACKSON  :  The  rules  are  pre- 
pared, and  will  shortly  be  laid  upon  the 
Table.  The  Treasury  has  already  ap- 
proved the  recommendations  of  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  under  Section  28  (7). 
Perhaps  the  House  will  allow  me  to 
make  a  short  explanation  with  regard 
to  a  portion  of  my  speech  in  reply  to 
the  Amendment  to  the  Address,  moved 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  West  Belfast. 
I  find  that  in  some  quarters  I  havB 
been  supposed  to  have  implied  that 
there  had  been  delay  on  the  part  of  the 
Land  Commission  in  issuing  rules 
under  the  Purchase  of  Land  Act,  1891. 
I  thought,  and  I  think  hon.  Mem- 
bers who  were  present  will  agree  with 
me,  that  it  was  clear  that  the  rules 
about  which  I  was  then  speaking  were 
the  Treasury  rules  referred  to  in  the 
question  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
West  Cavan ,  which  has  just  been 
answered.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  as  was 
stated  in  my  speech,  the  rules  for  which 
the  Land  Commissioners  were  respon- 
sible were  issued  within  ten  days  after 
the  passing  of  the  Act. 

PENSIONS    TO    IRISH    TEACHERS. 

Colonel  NOLAN  (Galway,  N.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he  could 
lay  soon  upon  the  Table  a  Return 
showing  the  calculations  on  which  the 
present  issue  of  pensions  to  Irish 
teachers  is  based,  and  also  Returns 
showing  why  such  calculations  are 
now  held  to  be  insufficient  without 
reinforcing  the  reserve  by  £90.000  of 
Irish  money  ? 

Mb.  JACKSON  :  The  subject-matter 
of  this  question  is  one  for  the  Treasury 
rather  than  the  Irish  Government. 
But  I  have  no  doubt  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Member  will  receive  full  infor- 
mation on  the  matter  when  the  Supple- 
mentary Estimate  dealing  with  the 
£90,000  is  before  the  House. 


THE  IRISH  EDUCATION  BILL 
Colonel  NOLAN  (Galway,  N.|:  1 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  when 
will  the  Irish  Education  Bill  be  distri- 
buted? 

Mb.  JACKSON  :  I  am  anxious  thtt 
the  Irish  Education  Bill  should  be  in 
the  hands  of  Members  as  soon  m 
possible,  and  every  effort  is  being  made 
to  have  it  immediately  distributed. 

INTERMEDIATE     EXAMINATIONS    H 

IRELAND. 

Mb.  FLYNN   (Cork,  N.) :  I  beg  to 

ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 

Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  in  reference  to 
the  charge  of  3s.  7d.  for  each  certifi- 
cate of  birth  which  has  to  be  paid  by 
children  intending  to  compete  at  the 
intermediate  examinations  in  Ireland, 
whether  the  Government  will  telegraph 
immediate  instructions  to  the  registrar) 
in  Ireland  to  charge  only  a  nominal 
fee  (as  is  done  in  England  under  the 
Elementary  Education  Act),  in  vie* 
of  the  fact  that  these  certificates  must 
be  procured  before  the  end  of  the 
present  month  ? 

Mb.  JACKSON :  The  charge  of 
3s.  7d.  is,  I  rind,  a  statutable  fee,  and 
even  if  considered  advisable,  there  ii 
no  power  to  adopt  the  coarse  suggested 
j  in  the  question.  It  is,'  moreover,  w 
be  borne  in  mind  that  such  fees  in 
the  only  sources  of  income  of  the 
superintendent  registrars,  and  that  the 
ability  to  pay  on  the  part  of  inter- 
mediate education  candidates  is  to 
greater  than  that  of  those  coining 
under  the  elementary  education  system. 

OPEN  AIR  MEETIN08  IN  LONDON. 
Mb.  JAMES    ROWLANDS   (Bw 

bury,  East) :  1  beg  to  ask  the  Secretin7 
of  State  for  the  Home  Department 
whether  he  will  grant  a  Return  of  ih* 
places  available  for  open  air  meeting  * 
London ,  refeired  to  by  him  in  hi* 
answer  to  the  deputation  on  Tuesday  ■ 
Mb.  MATTHEWS:  I  have  no  ob- 
jection to  give  a  Return  of  the  plaw* 
where  open  air  meetings  can  lawfully 
be  held  in  the  Metropolis,  and  I  will  W 
it  on  the  Table  in  a  day  or  two,  or*< 
soon  as  it  can  be  prepared. 
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TUNNEL    RAILWAYS    IN    THE 
METROPOLIS. 

Mb.T.  H.  BOLTON  (St.  Pancras, 
forth)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of 
he  Board  of  Trade  whether  he  will 
arrange  to  refer  all  Bills  before  Parlia- 
wnt  relating  to  tunnel  railways  in  the 
letropolis,  to  a  Hybrid  Committee  or 
o  a  Joint  Committee  of  both  Houses 
*f  Parliament,  with  power  to  consider 
he  policy  to  be  adopted  with  regard  to 
Rich  railways,  and  the  conditions  and 
regulations  to  be  applied  to  the  same 
n  the  interest  of  the  public  ? 
*The  PBESIDENT  op  the  BOABD 
>f  TBADE  (Sir  Michael  Hicks 
Jeach,  Bristol,  W.)  :  It  has  been  usual 
or  a  Bill  of  this  kind  to  be  referred  to 
k  Hybrid  Committee,  but  it  is  a  matter 
or  the  House  itself  to  decide. 

UNCLAIMED    BALANCES    OF 
DECEASED  SOLDIERS. 

Mr.  HANBUBY  (Preston)  :  I  beg  to 
ak  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  the  total  unclaimed  balances  of 
©ceased  soldiers  now  amount  to  a  con- 
iderable  sum,  many  of  them  exceeding 
120  in  the  case  of  individual  soldiers  ; 
•nd  in  what  newspapers  commonly 
Bad  by  soldiers  and  their  relatives  are 
hese  balances  and  the  names  of  the 
soldiers  leaving  them  published,  and 
low  often  annually  ? 
*Mr.  E.  STANHOPE:  The  un- 
jlaimed  balances  of  deceased  soldiers 
uuount  to  a  considerable  sum ;  and, 
tfter  being  advertised  for  seven  years, 
tfe  handed  over  to  the  Boyal  Patriotic 
ftmd  for  distribution  in  accordance 
with  the  Begi  mental  Debts  Act. 
Balances  of  individual  estates  frequently 
exceed  £20.  The  balances  are  adver- 
•i8ed  in  the  London  Gazette  and  in  the 
monthly  Army  List ;  and  the  lists  are 
Jxpo8ed  at  the  headquarters  of  regi- 
mental districts.  Very  little  practical 
'fcsult  was  found  to  be  brought  about 
ty  advertising  in  newspapers. 

^IONERS  AND  RESERVE  MEN  EM- 
PLOYED  BY  THE   WAR   OFFICE. 

Mb.  HANBUBY  (Preston)  :  I  beg 
0  a*k  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
Aether  any  reduction  of,  or  deduction 
fom,  the  ittsual  wages  is  made  in  any 
'f  the  departments  or  factories  coll- 
ected with  the  War  Office  in  the  case 
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of  pensioners  or  Reserve  men ;  and, 
whether,  irrespective  of  their  pension 
or'Beserve  pay,  these  men  receive  the 
same  treatment  in  all  respects  when 
in  Government  employment  as  an 
ordinary  civilian  doing  similar  work 
would  receive  ? 


*Mr.  E.  STANHOPE:  There  is  no 
distinction  in  any  respect  between  the 
treatment  accorded  in  any  department 
of  Army  administration  to  pensioners 
and  Beserve  men  as  compared  with 
civilians  employed  on  similar  work.  If 
my  hon.  Friend  is  aware  of  any  case 
leading  to  a  contrary  impression  I  shall 
be  glad  if  he  will  bring  it  to  my  notice. 

COSTS  IN  CHANCERY  SUITS. 
Mr.  DUNCAN  (Barrow-in-Furness) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Attorney  General 
whether  his  attention  has  been  called  to 
the  case  of  Essen  v.  Weldon,  in  which  it 
was  shown  that  in  the  course  of  an 
administration  suit  in  the  Chancery 
Division  an  estate  of  more  than  £2,000 
net  had  been  reduced  by  costs  to  such 
an  extent  that  no  more  than  £280  was 
left  for  the  residuary  legatee ;  and 
whether  he  is  prepared  to  offer  some 
proposal  for  the  amendment  of  the  pro- 
cedure in  administration  of  estates  in 
Chancery,  so  devised  that  it  will  not  be 
possible  to  swallow  up  small  estates  in 
costs  ? 

The  ATTOBNEY  GENEBAL  (Sir 
Bichard  Webster,  Isle  of  Wight} : 
The  hon.  Member  has  been  entirely 
misinformed  as  to  the  circumstances 
alluded  to  in  the  question.  The  actual 
amount  of  the  money  paid  into  Court 
was  £2,139.  Of  this  sum  no  less 
than  £1,465  was  paid  away  to  40 
different  creditors  of  the  intestate.  The 
whole  costs  incurred  were  £435  8s.  Id., 
of  which  £202  were  the  costs  of  the 
executors  and  residuary  legatee  herself. 
The  costs  were,  I  think,  certainly  in- 
creased by  reason  of  there  being  a 
dispute  between  the  parties  interested, 
the  will  being  in  favour  of  a  person 
who  was  no  relation  of  the  deceased, 
his  wife  and  family  being  entirely  ex- 
cluded. The  Lord  Chancellor  proposed 
last  year  and  hopes  again  to  introduce  a 
measure  for  dealing  specially  with  the 
administration  of  small  estates,  and  he 
is  now  being  assisted  by  a  Committee 
of  Judges  with  reference  thereto. 
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Mr.    BUCHANAN     (Edinburgh,  know  whether  the  Government  prop« 

West) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  to  lay  on  the  Table  any  papers  relating 

the  Treasury,  with  regard  to  the  Sup-  to  East  Africa  and    the   East  AMa 

plementary  Estimate  for  the  Mombasa  Company,  and  their  relations  with  to 

and  Nyassa  Railway,  whether  he  will  Government  and  the  temto^throoA 

state  to  the  House  how  much  of  the  whicn  the  railway  wiU  go  ?  mat  1 1* 

money  has  been  spent  and  how  much  of  *  wh.etl*?r  *£?  Government  propose  to 

the  survey  completed;  and  whether  the  oft^er  to  the  House  any  information  wA 

monev  is  naved  to  the  survevors  and  reference  to  the  undertaking  generally? 

en^nL"  K&S  ov  K  ASh  Mr"  GOSCHEN  :     We    hope   ft. 

East  Africa  Company?  papers  on  the  survey  and  the  tern- 

r     J  tones  through  which  the  railway  would 

♦The  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EX-  pass  will  be  in  the  hands  of  hon.  Mem- 

CHEQUER       (Mr.       Goschen,       St.  bers  to-morrow.     I  think  they  contain 

George's,  Hanover  Square) :  My  right  ^11  details  of  the  cost  of  the  survey.  I 

hon.     Friend     has     asked      me      to  cannot  promise  papers  as  to  the  stand- 

,        T  v         ,              .  v   .    .1  mg  of  the  East  Africa  Company,  and 

reply.     I  have  to    say   that   the   pre-  j  §0  not  knQW  -f  such  ^^^^  M 

liminary     survey     for    the    Mombasa  j   hope  the  House  will   feel  that  the 
and    Victoria    Nyanza    Railway    was  Government  have  afforded  all  necessary 
begun    in   December    last,    and    that  and  proper  information  for  the  discus- 
the  latest  information  which  we  have  sion  of  the  Vote, 
received  shows  that,  on  22nd  January,  Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT :  What 
the  surveying  parties  had  reached  a  point  about  Captain  Lugard's  Report  ? 
on  the  Tzavo  river  about  150  miles  from  *Mr.  GOSCHEN  :  I    do    not   know 
the  coast.     When  the  Supplementary  that  Captain  Lugard  has   reported  ia 
Estimate  for  this  survey  was  withdrawn  any    way  to   Her    Majesty's  Govern- 
at  the  end  of  last  Session  under  cir-  ment,  and  I  do  not  think   his  Beport. 
cumstances  which  will  be  in  the  recol-  bears    on     this     particular    question- 
lection  of  the  House,  I  stated  in  the  Certainly  Her   Majesty's   Government 
strongest  terms    that  the  withdrawal  have  no  official  cognisance  of  him  i* 
was    not    to   be    held    to    imply  any  the  matter,  but  inquiries  will  be  mada. 
change  in  the  policy  of   the   Govern-  Sir   WILLIAM   HARCOURT:   B 
ment.     The   action    we   took   was    as  was  a  Report  to  the  East  India  Corn- 
follows  : — We  made  arrangements  with  pany  last  year,  and  it  purported  to  he 
the  company  that  they  should  proceed  a  preliminary  survey  of    the  whole  » 
with  the  survey,  the  expenses  being  met  this  country.     I  should  like  to  kno* 
by  them,  and  the  Government,  on  their  whether  that  Report  wrill  be  laid  upon 
part,  giving  a  pledge  that  they  would  the  Table  ? 

ask  the  House  to  vote  the  money  at  the  *Mr.  GOSCHEN  :    I    will  certainly 
earliest  opportunity,  in  order  to  reim-  see  that  that  shall  be  done,  if  it  can 
burse  the    company    for    expenditure  be  conveniently  done, 
upon   the  expedition    to   the    amount  Mr.  BUCHANAN  (Edinburgh, W): 
of  £20,000.      Under  this  arrangement  Will  the  Charter   be  included  in  the 
the  cost   of  the    survey    has   hitherto  papers? 
been  met  by  the  company,  and  none  of  Mr.  GOSCHEN  :    No. 
the  money  which  the  House  is  asked  to  Mr.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR  (Don* 
vote   has  been    actually    spent.      The  gal,  E.) :  What  is  the  expenditure  to" 
money,   when    voted,   will  be   paid  to  curred  by  the  Company  ? 
the  British  East  Africa  Company.     I  *Mr.  GOSCHEN  :  We  have  no  know- 
should  add  that  the  company  is  respon-  ledge    of    the    amount   spent    on  the 
sible  for  the   conduct   of   the   expedi-  survey  up  to  date,  and,  the  expenditure 
tion,  but  that  the  engineer  in  charge  of  having  taken  place  in  Africa,  I  doubt 
the  survey,  Captain  Macdonald,  R.E.,  whether     the    Company     themselves 
is  appointed  by  the  Government,  and  know  what  it   has  been.    We  have, 
will   make  a  Report   to   the  Govern-  however,  had  a  most  careful  estimate 
ment.  prepared,  which  puts  the  amount  » 
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XMn  between  £16,000  and  £18,000  to 
{■Wards  of  £20,000.  Every  care  has. 
Wn  taken  to  secure  the  accuracy  of 
Bit  estimate.  As  to  the  Charter,  I 
a  not  sure  that  I  can  undertake  to 
iyit  on  the  Table  to-morrow,  but  I 
mold  remind  the  House  that  the 
loney  asked  for  is  only  for  the  pre- 
minary  survey,  and  does  not  in  any 
•r  pledge  the  House  to  any  future 
tutu. 

Mr.  LABOUCHERE  (Northamp- 
n) :  Will  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 

able  to  tell  us  what  is  the  precise 
ancial  position  of  the  Chartered  Com- 
ny  at  the  present  moment,  and  also, 

view  of  his  statement  that  papers 
)  to  be  laid  on  the  Table,  may  we  not 
ce  it  for  granted  that  the  vote  will 
t  come  on  to-night  ? 
Mr.  MORTON  (Peterborough) : 
derstand  that  the  Government  have 
t  yet  spent  any  of  this  money.  May 
Lsk  have  they  in  any  way  pledged  the 
asent  of  this  country  to  any  portion 

it  before  getting  the  consent  of  the 

Mr.  GOSCHEN :  We  have  pledged 

raelves  to  the  company  to  submit  this 
timate  to  the  House,  and  we  shall  do 
r  best  to  pass  it.  We  have  entered 
a  no  contract  with  the  company  to  pay 
y  money.  The  company  has  itself 
dertaken  this  survey  at  a  con- 
lerable  expense,  and  we  shall  ask 
e  House  to  grant  money  to  reini- 
rse  part  of  the  expense.  It  would 
very  convenient  that  the  House 
odd  take  the  Supplementary  Esti- 
ites  up  to  this  point  this  evening,  so 
it  this  Vote  might  stand  first  on  the 

Sir  for  the  next  sitting,  as  it  will, 
oubt,  interest  Members  in  all  parts 
the  House. 

THE  VETERINARY  DEPARTMENT. 
Mb.  LAWSON  (St.  Pancras,  W.) : 
eg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board 
Agriculture  whether,  having  regard 
the  uncertainty  of  outbreaks  of  con- 
ious  disease  requiring  the  vigilance 
the  Veterinary  Department,  he  will 
e  steps  to  obtain  the  whole  time 
the  Director  and  Officers  of  the 
partment? 

Jr.  CHAPLIN :  I  am  informed  by 
(feasor  Brown,  the  Director  of  the 
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Veterinary  Branch  of  the  Department 
over  which  I  preside,  (bat  at  the  present 
moment  he  holds  the  positions  of 
Principal  of  the  Royal  Veterinary 
College  and  Lecturer  upon  Cattle 
Pathology.  Professor  Brown  has, 
however,  resigned  the  Lectureship, 
and  his  resignation  will  take  effect 
at  the  end  of  the  current  term,  but  he 
proposes  to  retain  the  Principalship  of 
the  College,  without  salary,  although 
it  is  possible  that  some  honorarium 
may  he  assigned  to  him.  Notwith- 
standing the  fact  that  Professor  Brown 
has  held  the  appointments  referred  to, 
it  has  always  been  recognised  by  him 
that  his  whole  time  is  at  the  disposal 
of  the  Board.  It  has  always  been 
considered  that  Professor  Brown's 
connection  with  the  College  has  been 
of  the  greatest  service  to  the  Depart- 
ment, inasmuch  as  it  has  enabled  him 
to  keep  constantly  in  touch  with  the 
most  recent  scientific  work.  No  other 
officer  of  the  Veterinary  Department 
holds  any  other  salaried  professional 
appointment,  and  in  every  case  the 
officer's  whole  time  is  available  for  the 
work  of  the  Board.  During  the  recent 
outbreak  the  services  of  the  veterinary 
staff  have  been  constantly  available, 
both  in  and  out  of  office  hours,  every 
day. 

THE  GOVERNMENT  CLOTHING  FAC 
TORY,  PIMLIUO. 
Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
what  is  the  rate  of  wages  paid  to 
cutters  at  the  Government  Factory,. 
Pimlico,  and  the  number  of  hours  per 
week  worked  by  them ;  when  the  last 
rise  of  wages  or  reduction  of  hours 
took  place ;  and  whether  he  is  aware 
that  the  wages  of  cutters  outside 
Government  employment  have  been 
materially  raised  within  the  last  fifteen 
years,  and  that  the  almost  universal 
practice  in  the  trade  now  is  to  pay 
cutters  wages  of  40s.  for  a  week  of  50 
hours? 

•Mr.  E.  STANHOPE  :  Cutters  at  the 
Clothing  Factory  on  the  best  class  of 
work  receive  from  36s.  to  39s.  a  week  ; 
there  are  some  employed  on  inferior 
work  who  receive  30s.  a  week.  The 
hours  of  work  per  week  are  54.  Wages 
and  hours  have  not  varied  for  fifteen 
years.     Inquiries  have  been  made  into 
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tlie  practice  in  the  trade  outside,  and 
I  am  informed  that  when  the  con- 
tinuity of  employment,  the  leave  with 
pay,  medical  attendance,  and  other 
advantages  are  taken  into  account,  the 
Government  employment  compares 
favourably  with  any  to  be  obtained  in 
the  private  trade. 

OVERLOADING  PROSECUTIONS. 

Mb.  STAVELEY  HILL  (Stafford- 
shire. Kingswinford)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  whether 
he  can  inform  the  House  how  many 
prosecutions  for  overloading  have  been 
instituted  by  the  Board  of  Trade  since 
he  became  President ;  the  number  of 
convictions  obtained ;  and  what  has 
been  the  total  cost  to  the  Department 
of  these  prosecutions? 

Sir  M.  HICKS  BEACH  :  Between 
18th  February,  1888,  and  the  present 
date,  there  have  been  88  prosecutions 
forsubmergingload-linedisce  (in  contra- 
vention of  Section  28  of  the  Merchant 
Shipping  Act,  1876),  and  convictions 
have  resulted  in  77  cases.  During  the 
same  period  53  prosecutions  in  connec- 
tion with  52  vessels  (39  Foreign  and  13 
British)  have  been  instituted  for 
breaches  of  Section  24  of  the  same  Act, 
in  bringing  illegal  deck  cargoes  into 
ports  in  the  United  Kingdom,  and  50 
convictions  have  Ixseii  obtained.  Pro- 
ceeding)* have  been  instituted  against 
eight  British  and  three  foreign  ships 
for  proceeding  to  sea  in  defiance  of 
detention  for  overloading,  or  improper 
loading,  and  convictions  obtained 
under  Section  34  of  the  Merchant 
Shipping  Act,  187(3,  in  ten  cases. 
Leaving  out  of  consideration  a  few 
unsettled  accounts,  the  total  cost  of  the 
prosecutions  to  which  I  have  referred 
has  been  under  £1,200. 

THE  INSPECTION  OF  THE  ItlVER 
SHANNON. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Longford,  N.)  : 
1  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  what  has 
been  done  since  the  inspection  of  the 
River  Shannon  by  Mr,  Berrington,  the 
English  Inspector  of  Fisheries,  to 
prevent  the  injuries  likely  to  be  caused 
by  the  drainage  works  being  executed 
by  the  Board  of  Works  to  the  tisherie 
of  that  i 


;  and,  if  1: 
Mr.  K.  Stanliope. 


will  lay  upon 


the  Table  copies  of  any  corresponded  1 
between  the  Board  of  Works,  the  I*-  I 
specters  of  Irish  Fisheries,  the  On- 1 
servators  of  Fisheries  of  the  Limerick  1 
District,  or  the  Government  on  it  1 
subject  since  the  date  of  Mr.  Ber-  I 
rington's  Report  ?  1 

Sib  JOHN  GORST  :  I  am  informed  1 
that  the  Board  of  Works  has  requested  I 
the  Fishery  Inspectors  to  get  their  | 
own  engineer  to  make  a  thorough  ei-  I 
animation  of  all  the  works,  with  the  | 
view  of  preventing  such  injuries  i 
are  suggested  in  the  question.  There  1 
is  no  correspondence  at  this  stage 
which  I  can  lay  on  the  Table  of  the  | 
House. 

SALMON  FISHERIES. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Longford,  H.): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Attorney  General  for 
Ireland  whether  Lord  Ventry  has  esta- 
blished his  right  to  a  general  fisher/ 
near  Brandon,  County  Kerry,  within 
half  a-inile  from  the  mouth  of  the  river 
Clohanc ;  if  not,  why  has  he  not  been 
prosecuted,  as  a  number  of  fishermen 
have  been,  for  netting  within  the  half- 
mile  limit  ?  Was  this  prosecution  of  the 
fishermen  conducted  in  the  names  of 
the  Clerk  of  the  Limerick  District 
Board  of  Conservators  at  Lord  Yeuirj'i 
instance,  and  did  the  skipper  of  Lord 
Ventry's  boat  receive  a  portion  of  the 
fines  ;  and  do  the  Crown  admit  Lord 
Ventry's  title  or  his  right  to  the  fine*: 
and,  if  not,  will  he  be  prosecuted  tor 
netting  within  the  half-mile  limit,  like 
other  fishermen,  until  his  alleged  rich!* 
are  legallv  established? 

Mb.  MADDEN  :  I  am  informed  thu 
Lord  Ventry's  fishery  extends  to  within 
half  a-niile  of  the  river  Clohane.  The 
prosecutions  referred  to  were  under* 
taken  by  the  Clerk  to  the  Limerick 
Board  of  Conservators ;  and  the  fisher- 
men employed  by  Lord  Ventry,  having 
been  the  informants,  received  a  portion 
of  the  fines.  So  fur  as  proceedings  art 
concerned  against  Lord  Ventry  to  esta- 
blish his  claim,  the  Inspectors  of 
Fisheries  do  not  contemplate  taking 
such  a  course. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY :  I  should  like 
to  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  wh*t 
is  the  position  of  the  Crown  in  :h'i 
matter.  Lord  Ventry  enjoys  several 
fisheries  in  these  waters.  Does  tb« 
Crown  recognise  his  right  ?    Is  it  to  be 
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ten  that  because  Lord  Ventry  puts 
private  Board  in  motion  that  he 
Qttaelf  is  entitled  by  the  mere  asser- 
Ki  of  these  rights  to  have  other 
bjects  of  Her  Majesty  fined,  and  that 
sb  Crown  will  stand  idly  by  without 
quiring  as  to  his  rights  ? 
Mb.  MADDEN  :  No  facts  have 
ane  to  my  notice  to  suggest  any 
aestion  as  to  the  validity  of  Lord 
entry's  rights,  and  I  do  not  see  why 
le  Government  should  interfere  in  the 
atter. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY :  Does  the  right 
»n.  Gentleman,  on  behalf  of  the 
own,  consider  that  Lord  Ventry 
us  these  fisheries  to  the  exclusion  of 

other  subjects  of  Her  Majesty? 
is  Lord  Ventry  any  title  to  this 
;ht? 

Mb.  MADDEN  :  It  is  not  the  duty 
the  Government  to  call  on  persons 

assert  and  prove  their  right  to 
>perty  of  which  they  are  in  the 
joyment. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY :  Will  the  right 
n.  Gentleman  be  good  enough  to 
ler  a  prosecution  to  be  instituted 
ainst  Lord  Ventry,  so  that  if  Lord 
mtry  raises  the  question  of  title  the 
otter  could  be  taken  to  a  superior 
)urt? 

Mb.  MADDEN:  I  think  the  hon. 
id  learned  Gentleman  must  see  the 
ireasonableness  of  his  suggestion,  that 
ithout  any  facts  whatever  before  me 
should  order  these  proceedings.  If 
iy  person  disputes  Lord  Ventry's 
tie  it  is  open  to  him  to  take  pro- 
sedings. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY :  Can  the  right 
an.  Gentleman  intervene  to  prevent 
ie  Limerick  Board  of  Conservators 
sing  prosecutors,  and  instruct  them 
>  leave  Lord  Ventry  to  assert  his 
tie? 

Mb.  MADDEN :  I  have  no  control 
hatever  over  the  Limerick  Board  of 
onservators,  nor  has  any  Department 
the  Government. 

ORD  KENMARE  AND  HIS  TENANTRY. 
Mb.  FLYNN :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
ttorney  General  for  Ireland  if  his 
itention  has  been  called  to  the  pro- 
todings  at  Bantry  Quarter  Sessions 
ttly  in  February,  at  which  a  tenant 
toned  John  Keohane  brought  an  action 
gainst     Edward    Godfrey,      P.L.G., 


estate  bailiff  to  Lord  Kenmare,  for 
illegal  seizures  and  distraint  of  cattle. 
Is  he  aware  that  it  was  proved  at  these 
proceedings  that  Lord  Kenmare  used 
to  charge  12s.  for  every  distress  warrant 
against  his  tenants,  whether  executed 
or  not,  and  appropriated  these  illegal 
charges  to  his  own  use ;  and,  in  view 
of  the  fact  that  Lord  Kenmare  is  a 
justice  of  the  peace,  as  well  as  his 
agent,  Mr.  Maurice  Leonard,  will  the 
Lord  Chancellor  take  notice  of  these 
proceedings  ? 

Mb.  MADDEN  :  I  must  ask  the  hon. 
Gentleman  to  postpone  his  question  till 
to-morrow. 

MEMBERS'    LETTERS. 

Mb.  FLYNN:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Postmaster  General  if  he  will  explain 
upon  what  principle  Members  of  this 
House  are  charged  additional  fees  upon 
letters  addressed  to  the  House  of 
Commons,  but  which  are  re-directed  to 
the  Member's  private  address ;  and,  if 
he  will  consider  the  propriety  of  re- 
dressing this  grievance  by  "abolishing 
these  additional  fees  ? 

Sib  JAMES  FERGUSSON :  Mem- 
bers' letters  have  no  privilege  of  postage, 
and,  when  re-directed,  are  liable  to 
charge  like  other  letters,  except  when 
they  are  re-directed  to  an  address 
within  the  same  postal  delivery  as  the 
original  address.  Re-direction  of  letters 
from  the  House  of  Commons  to  any 
address  within  the  London  area  is  made, 
therefore,  without  charge,  but,  if  the 
second  address  is  beyond  the  London 
area,  the  letters  are  liable  to  charge  for 
re-direction.  It  is,  however,  in  con- 
templation to  abolish  the  re-direction 
charges  on  letters  generally. 

THE  CASE  OF  MR.  MONTAGU. 
Mb.  P.  O'BRIEN  (Monaghan,  N.)  : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he 
is  aware  that  Constabulary  Sergeant 
Shier,  of  Portstewart,  twice  visited  the 
house  of  Mr.  Montagu,  J. P.,  on  the 
14th  instant,  the  day  after  the  death 
of  his  child,  Mary  Helen  Montagu, 
and  obtained  full  information  as  to  the 
cause  of  death,  and  the  name  of  Mrs, 
Montagu,  mother  of  the  child,  as  the 
person  alleged  to  have  caused  the 
death ;  whether  the  information  so 
obtained  was  communicated  to  District 
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without  the  money,  I  think  we  may  take 
it  from  this.  But  if  the  Estimates  are 
looked  into,  I  think  it  will  be  found 
that  the  other  parts  of  the  Empire 
have  an  advantage  over  us  in  respect 
of  money  given  to  the  Universities  ; 
and  I  think  that  it  ought  to  be 
taken  out  of  the  ordinary  expenditure 
for  the  year.  As  for  the  rest  of  the  money, 
as  I  have  said,  the  Government  give 
it  in  relief  of  rates.  For  want  of  any 
more  definite  claim  on  the  part  of  the 
Scotch  people,  I  should  have  been 
content  to  see  it  given  over  to  the  Town 
Councils  and  County  Councils,  but  for 
definite  purposes  which  could  not 
otherwise  be  met  out  of  the  rates. 
And,  at  any  rate,  I  would  at  least  bar- 
gain for  this  :  that  if  the  proposal  of 
the  Government  be  adopted,  if  the 
money  is  to  be  given  over  to  the  Town 
Councils  and  County  Councils,  surely 
they  need  not  be  tied  down  to  apply  it 
for  the  relief  of  the  rates.  I  think  we 
might  at  least  strike  out  these  words ' '  for 
the  relief  of  the  rates  "  from  the  Vote 
which  is  on  the  Table  when  we  come  to 
deal  with  the  definite  words,  and  leave 
it  to "  the  discretion  of  Town  Coun- 
cils and  County  Councils.  These 
are  the  observations  which  occur 
to  me.  I  cannot  express  too  strongly 
my  opinion  that  the  whole  of  these  pro- 
ceedings are  slip-shod  finance,  and 
slip-shod  administration.  That  is  not 
our  fault.  We  have  to  make  the  best 
of  it.  I  have  said  that  the  proposal  to 
hand  over  the  money  for  the  relief  of 
rates  for  the  present  year  may  be 
accepted.  It  may  be  inevitable  in  the 
present  state  of  public  opinion, 
but  we  should  be  slow  to  pledge 
ourselves,  by  actual  statute,  either  to 
any  fixed  sum,  or  to  objects  which  we 
are  not  certain  will  satisfv  the  Scotch 
people. 

-(5.45.)  Mr.  RONALD  C.  MUNBO 
FERGUSON  (Leith,  &c.)  :  I  think  the 
majority  of  the  Scotch  Members  who 
have  listened  to  the  speech  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  who  has  just  sat  .down 
will  agree  very  heartily  with  the  ex- 
pressions which  he  has  used  in  regard 
to  this  Bill ;  and  I  sincerely  hope  that 
this  may  be  the  last  time  we 
shall  be  called  ii)x>n  in  this  House  to 
discuss  an  equivalent  grant.  When  a 
generous  Government  scatters  bounty 
over  the  land  like  this  we  find  that  the 
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money  is  wasted,  and    we    find  thai 
the  local  administration  becomes  en- 
tirely disorganised.     Now,  with  regard- 
to  the  specific  proposals  of  the  Govern- 
ment, I  also  very  much  regret  that  no 
place  has  been  found    amongst  them 
with  regard  to  primary  education.    So 
far  as  secondary  education  is  concerned, 
I  believe  that  we  are  not  yet  provided 
with  a  plan  which  would  warrant  such 
large  expenditure  as  is  sometimes  pro- 
posed for  that  very  necessary  branch  of 
education,  but  a  large  sum  may  very 
well  be  voted  for  that  purpose.     Again, 
with  regard  to  technical  education  we 
find  no  provision  whatever  made  under 
the  proposals  of  the  Government ;  and  so 
far  from  making  any  provision  for  it,  the 
County   Councils   are   absolutely  pro- 
hibited from  undertaking  further  work 
in    connection    with    this   case.     The 
County  Council  with  which  I  am  con- 
nected   myself    have    shown   no  dis- 
position to  spend   this  grant  in  relief 
of    the    rates.      As    it  is  desirous  of 
carrying  on    technical   education,  and 
as  there  are  quarters  in  England  where 
the  sum  of   £750,000   has  been  spent 
by  County  Councils  in  connection  with 
agricultural  and  other  forms  of  educa- 
tion, I  feel   that   in  Scotland  we  wil 
be  placed  at  a  very  serious  disadvan- 
tage if  we  are  to  be  prohibited  from 
undertaking   a    work    which   is  doing 
so  much    good   throughout  the  whole 
of    the    counties    of    England.    The 
Universities  are   to  be  given  £30,000, 
and,  knowing  as   I   do   the   necessity 
for  a  grant  of  that  character,  I  must 
confess   that  I  do  not  see  mv  wav  to 
oppose  it  in  any  form  whatever.    But, 
at  the   same   time,  I    should  be  very 
much    surprised    to    find    much    en-' 
thusiasm     on     behalf     of     this    pro* 
posal  amongst   hon.  Members  on  this 
side.     Our    chief    knowledge    of   the 
Universities  on    this  side  is   that  we 
find  their  representatives  ranged  against 
us  upon  every  possible   occasion,  and 
instead  of  men  of  science  or  men  of 
high   culture  being  sent  to  represent 
the  Universities  here,  we  find  a  lawyer 
or  a  politician  coining    to  this  House 
in    order   to   pursue   Party    purposes. 
I  do  not  think  that  this  is  a  recom- 
mendation which  will  enable  hon.  Mem- 
bers on    this   side  of    the  House  to 
receive  the  proposals  of  the   Govern- 
ment as  well  as  they  might  otherwise 
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At   the  same  time,  I  think   that 

%t  has  been  said,  that  the  University 

ats  should  come  from  the  ordinary 

ation  of   the  country,  is  extremely 

;  and  I  think  that  the  money  for 

Universities  ought  to   have   come 

of  the  Treasury  in  the  ordinary 
n  instead  of  that  in  which  it  now 
ears  before  the  House,  The  £25,000 
ich    is    to     go    to    the    relief     of 

charge  for  the  pauper  lunatics 
uld  also  come  under  the  same 
d.  A  statement  has  been 
t  round  by  the  Parochial  Board 
ich  demands  that  some  contribution 
uld  be  made  towards  the  support 
the  pauper  lunatics.     It  shows  that 

rate  in  Scotland  amounts  to  about 
a  week,  while  in  England  it  is  fixed 
4s.  a  week.  I  think  here,  again, 
s  is  not  an  occasion  for  making 
emand  upon   the  equivalent  grant, 

it  is  an  occasion  demanding  that 

Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  shall 
it  Scotland  upon  equal  terms  with 
gland.  With  regard  to  the  expendi- 
e  on  medical  relief  and  those  other 
titers,  they  should  more  properly  come 
ore  the  Committee  on  the  equalisa- 
i  of  the  burdens  of  local  taxation 
>n  different  parts  of  the  United 
lgdom  which  is  now  sitting.  I 
irely  agree  with  what  my  right 
i.  Friend,  has  said  in  regard 
the  objects  to  which  it  should  be 
igatory  upon  the  Local  Authorities 
give  the  money  that  should  come  to 
im  under  this  grant.  I  think  some 
)d  might  be  done  if  this  money  were 
*nt  for  public  libraries,  for  baths,  for 
>  improvement  of  public  parks,  and 

other  necessary  purposes,  such  as 
hnical  education,  or  in  the  con- 
uction  of  harbours  or  new  works, 
ich  are  very  much  required.  In 
8s-shire  the  demand  for  new 
rks  and  harbours  ]is  very  great.  I 
ok  these  are  mattera  to  which  we 
ghtperfectly  well  *lev©te  the  money 
ichiis  to  come  to  us  under  the  pro- 
*als  of  the  Government.  The  whole 
item  of  these  grants  I  think  is 
lirely  /unsatisfactory  ;  and  as  these 
)miscuous  bounties  descending  upon 
lead  to  a  very  bad  system  of  ad- 
nistration,  J  sincerely  trust  that  we 
s  the  last  occasion  upon  which  this 
y  be  doae.  I  think  there  has  been 
immense  amount  of  money  -wasted, 


and  I  think  it  upsets  the  whole  system 
of  Imperial  finance. 

-(5.53.)  Mr.  JAMES  SOMEB- 
VELL  (Ayr,  &c.)  :  We  have  already 
taken  advantage  in  Scotland  of  the 
grants  from  Imperial  taxation  to 
give  free  education  to  Scotland, 
and  the  only  subject  that  remains 
now  is  to  see  whether  we  will 
adopt  the  English  practice  and  give 
this  grant  entirely  to  the  relief  of  rates, 
or  whether  it  is  in  accordance  with  the 
feeling  of  the  people  of  Scotland, 
to  give  a  portion  to  improve  the 
education  which  has  been  already 
made  free.  I  think  that  the  remark 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Mem- 
ber for  the  Stirling  Burghs  as  regards 
this  amount  being  stereotyped  is  a  very 
forcible  one.  We  were  told  that  this 
sum  of  £265,000  is  more  than  origi- 
nally was  calculated  would  come  to 
Scotland,  and,  as  the  calculation  was 
wrong  in  the  past,  it  very  probably 
will  be  equally  wrong  in  the  future, 
and  as  education  and  the  number  of 
children  must  increase  in  England,  so 
the  share  to  Scotland  will  be  con- 
siderably increased,  and  I  hope,  in  a 
few  years,  will  amount  to  £300,000. 
If  that  is  the  case,  I  think  this 
measure  should  state  the  manner  of 
allocation.  It  is  right  that  a  certain 
sum  should  be  stereotyped.  I  think 
it  is  perfectly  right  if  the  Universities 
are  to  receive  £30,000,  that  sum  should 
be  definitely  fixed.  I  have  very  great 
sympathy  with  the  remarks  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  the  Stirling  Burghs  upon  this 
Vote.  I  think  it  very  hard  upon 
Scotland  that  this  £30,000  should 
be  taken  out  of  this  money.  I 
think  that  money  should  be  given  alto- 
gether out  of  the  general  finances  of 
the  country.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
rather  sneered  at  the  members  of  the 
local  Town  Councils  and  County  Coun- 
cils in  effecting  economy  and  reducing 
the  rates.  I  would  remind  him  that 
he  is  the  representative  of  the 
same  electors  as  have  returned 
these  bodies  ;  and  that,  while  it  is  their 
duty  to  diminish  the  rates  as  far  as  they 
can,  the  same  electors  would  be  very 
thankful  if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
in  his  place  in  Parliament,  would  do 
his  utmost  to  get  a  grant  by  which  the* 
rates  should   be  reduced.      The   right 
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aware,  with  the  unanimous  consent  of 
the  representatives  of  Scotland.  I  hope 
and  believe  that  the  average  Scotch 
ratepayer  is  a  Scotchman  first  and 
a  ratepayer  afterwards,  and  that 
if  a  really  strong  claim  is  made 
for  spending  a  portion  of  this 
money  for  a  purpose  which  is  in  accord- 
ance with  the  traditions  and  history 
of  Scotland,  and  which  will  result  in 
much  benefit  at  comparatively  small 
expenditure,  the  ratepayer  will  be  quite 
willing  not  only  to  consider  the  pro- 
posals on  their  merits,  but  also  to  accept 
them  if  they  are  in  the  direction  of 
the  general  improvement  of  the  com- 
munity in  which  he  shares.  With 
reference  to  the  allocation  of  the 
£110,000  I  have  referred  to,  the 
Government  have  considered  them- 
selves bound  by  the  indication — to 
place  it  no  higher — which  was  given 
last  year  with  reference  to  the  destina- 
tion of  that  money;  and  therefore  we 
propose  in  the  Bill  to  hand  it  over  to  the 
Town  and  County  Councils,  on  the  same 
basis  of  allocation  as  was  adopted  in 
regard  to  the  Local  Taxation  grant — 
on  the  basis  of  valuation.  I  believe,  at  all 
events,  that  the  voting  of  the  whole  of  the 
money  to  the  Town  and  County  Coun- 
cils was  a  thing  which  had  been 
reckoned  upon,  and  in  certain  instances 
reckoned  upon  practically  and  acted 
upon,  not  altogether  without  warrant, 
and  therefore  I  hope  there  will  be  a 
general  acquiescence  in  that  mode  of 
dealing  with  the  sum  which  arises 
during  the  current  year.  With  regard 
to  the  future,  we  propose  to  devote  a 
certain  amount  to  other  purposes.  The 
fund,  as  I  have  indicated,  is  more  than 
has  been  anticipated,  and  of  that 
amount  of  £265,000,  which  will  be  the 
amount  when  on  a  permanent  basis,  we 
propose  to  allocate  £175,000  in  relief  of 
rates.  Of  that  sum,  £100,000  we  pro- 
pose should  go  to  the  Town  and  County 
Councils  on  the  same  footing  as  the 
£110,000  I  have  already  dealt  with,  and 
we  propose  that  the  balance  of  £75,000 
should  be  handed  to  the  Parochial 
Boards,  to  be  applied  by  them,  to 
the  extent  of  £25,000,  towards  the 
cost  of  maintenance  of  the  pauper 
lunatics,  and  as  regards  the  rest  of  it, 
namely  £50,000,  in  relief  of  the  local 
rates  levied  by  those  bodies.  We 
believe  that  will  be  regarded   as  no 
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unsubstantial  benefit  to  the  ratepayers 
in  the  way   of    relieving  the   burdens 
which  have  been  imposed  upon  them 
by  the  increasing   expenses    of   local 
administration  ;  and,  getting  that  bene- 
fit as  thev  will,  we  further  believe  thev 
will  be  willing,  as  we  think  the  public 
opinion  of  Scotland  will  be  willing,  that 
the  remainder  of  the  money  should  be 
devoted    to    other    purposes    of  the 
nature       I       have       indicated.      We 
therefore      propose      to       devote     a 
large  sum  out  of  the  balance  of  £90,000 
which  remains,  to  the  improvement  and 
development  of  secondary   education. 
We  believe  that  this  object  is  one  which 
is  not  only  in  accord  with  the  traditions 
of  Scotland,  but  also  is  one  that  directly 
affects  ever}-  class  of  the  people,  and 
certainly  I  do  not  think  that  the  rate- 
payers  of  Scotland,   considered  as  a 
class,   will  be   the  persons  the   least 
interested  in  this  mode  of  expending 
the  equivalent  grant.     I  do  not  believe 
that  there  is  any  class  of  the  community 
who  will  be  more  grateful  for  it,  and  I 
believe,    further,    they  will    be  quite 
willing  in  lieu  of  the  fair  fee  that  many 
are  prepared    to  give  for  the  higher 
education    of    those   dependent  upon 
them — they  will  not  be  unwilling  to 
grant  the  benefits  of  higher  education, 
sought  for  and  obtained  through  the 
means  of  this  grant,  wisely  expended, 
to  those  who  cannot  afford  to  pay  for 
it.     I  apprehend  one  of  the  objections- 
which      may      fairly      be    taken   to 
the    present   state  of  things  is  this, 
that    a    child    has    to  be  sent  to  a 
distance,  and  perhaps  to  -be  boarded, 
in     order    to     obtain      that     higher 
education    which,    in     the    belief   of 
many,  was  practically  given  under  the 
old  system    of    parochial    and  burgh 
schools.     It  is  undoubtedly  a  hardship 
in  some  quarters  that  the  advance  and 
development  of   elementary  education 
has     been     accompanied    with    some 
amount  of  detriment  to  higher  educa- 
tion.     That    development    has  fallen 
heavily   on  the  rates,  but  it  has  led  to 
the  opportunities  for  secondary  educa- 
tion being  restricted  in  more  directions 
than  one.     I  may  remind  the  House  as 
an  illustration  that  the  burgh  school* 
were  put  under  the  School  Board  by 
the  Education  Act  of  1872,  but  they 
were  not  eligible  for  the  grant,  and  in 
consequence,  the  School  Boards  had  a 


L249     Education  and  Local     {25  February,  1892}       Taxation,  dc.  Bill.     1250' 


latural  disinclination  to  spend  the  rates 
in  an  undue  amount  upon  them. 
Phey  have  in  some  instances  been  con- 
lucted with  increasing  difficulty ,  and  that 
has  led  to  a  certain  extent  to  a  decrease 
in  the  efficiency;  that,  again,  tends  to 
the  increase  of  the  fees,  and  the  result 
in  some  cases  is  that  the  school  goes 
lown,  the  children  attend  elsewhere, 
uid  the  place  in  which  the  school  is 
situated  is  deprived  of  some,  at  least, 
>f  the  advantages  it  used  to  enjoy  as 
mi  educational  centre.  That  is  not  a 
fancy  picture,  but  has  been  realised  in 
certain  parts  of  Scotland,  and  is  within 
the  knowledge  of  Members  on  both  sides 
of  the  House.  We  propose  that  the 
amount  to  be  devoted  to  this  purpose 
Bhould  be  £60,000  out  of  the  £90,000,  and 
that  the  distribution  of  it  should  be  in 
accordance  with  the  Minutes  of  the 
Education  Department  to  be  laid  be- 
fore Parliament.  I  shall  take  leave  to 
reserve  the  more  detailed  development 
of  what  is  proposed  until  a  later  stage. 

Dr.  CLAEK:  Do  you  include 
Technical  Education  under  Secondary 
Education  ? 

♦Sir  C.  J.  PEARSON:  I  rather 
think  not,  but  the  hon.  Member  will 
take  my  answer  subject  to  correction. 
The  only  features  which  I  should 
venture  to  lay  before  the  House  at  this 
stage  are  these  :  In  the  first  place  we  de- 
sire, as  far  as  possible,  to  combine  those 
pupils  who  can  pay  a  moderate  fee  with 
those  who  cannot  in  this  matter  of 
secondary  education,  and  we  propose 
that  such  conditions  should  be  made  as 
to  secure  this  combination.  In  the 
second  place,  while  undoubtedly  undue 
and  unfair  competition  with  voluntary 
schools  ought  to  be  avoided  as  much  as 
possible,  yet  we  believe  there  may  be 
found,  or,  if  not  found,  may  be  created, 
in  the  large  centres  of  population  par- 
ticularly, a  school  under  public  manage- 
ment that  would  be  the  proper  reci- 
pient of  this  part  of  the  grant.  And 
in  the  third  place,  while  we  have  no  de- 
sire— but  the  contrary — to  interfere 
with  the  development  of  elementary 
3ducation,  and  the  increasing  thorough- 
ness of  it,  we  believe  that  the  require- 
ments of  secondary  education  will  not 
ve  fully  met  without  encouraging, 
where  the  locality  admits  of  it,  and 
ffhere  it  is  considered  fitting  to  do  so, 


the  higher  grade  departments  in   the 
ordinary  schools.     These  have  already 
been  developed  satisfactorily,  with  good 
results  in  some  places,  and  although 
the   conditions   of  the    Code   are   well 
suited  to  elementary    education,  it  is 
felt  that  they  do  not  adapt  themselves 
so  well  to  the  higher  or  secondary  educa- 
tion, and,  therefore,  that  the  work  in  that 
direction  would  be  conducted  more  effi- 
ciently if  such  departments  formed  a 
portion   of    a    large    scheme    for    the 
organisation      of     the     higher    educa- 
tion   of   Scotland.      Well,  the  sum  I 
have    mentioned   as    proposed    to    be 
devoted  to  this  object  is,  I  am  aware, 
not    so    large    as    the    most    earnest 
advocates  of  secondary  education  might 
desire ;    but,   at  the    same    time,   we 
have  considered  the  necessities  of  the 
case     and  .have     inquired     into     the 
existing  means  for  the  furtherance  of 
this  important  branch  of    the  educa- 
tional system  of  Scotland,  and  we  have 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  with  the 
sum  I  have  named  we  shall  be  able  to  • 
do  much  to  stimulate  the  higher  educa- 
tion ;  to  perfect  the  existing  system,  and 
to  carry  it  further  in   the   direction  I 
have  indicated,  so  as  to  make  it  more 
national   in   its  character.     There  re- 
mains a  sum   of  £30,000.     The  topic 
to   which  I   have  just  adverted  leads 
naturally  to  the  Universities  of  Scot- 
land, and  we  propose  that  this  balance 
of  £30,000  should  be  handed  over  to 
the  Universities  of  Scotland,  to  be  dis- 
tributed amongst  them  in  accordance 
with  an  ordinance  of  the  existing  Uni- 
versity Commissioners.     It  is  known  to 
hon.  Members  that  a  Commission  has 
been   sitting  under  the   Act  of   1889, 
and  that  they  have  developed  in  certain 
directions  schemes  which  will  require 
additional  pecuniary  aid  to  carry  them 
out,  and  it  is  thought  the  sum  I  have 
named  will   go  far,  if  not  wholly,  to 
meet   the  pressing  necessities  of  the 
case,  having  regard  to  the  ordinances 
already  presented  and  about  to  be  issued 
by  the  Commissioners ;  will  go  so  far 
as    to  enable  these  Commissioners  to 
carry  through  the   much  desired  and 
much  needed  reforms  of  Universities, 
and  therefore  the  balance  of  £30,000 
we  propose  to    devote  to  that   object 
in     the     mode    which     I    have     de- 
scribed.    That,   Sir,  is    a    very    brief 
and     imperfect     description     of     the 
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proposals   of   the   Government   in  the 
Bill  which  I  now  ask  leave  to  introduce. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

"  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to 
make  provision  in  regard  to  the  Distribution 
and  Application  of  sums  from  time  to  time 
paid  to  the  Local  Taxation  (Scotland)  Account, 
•  and  in  regard  to  the  fee  grant  in  Scotland." — 
{The  Lord  Advocate.) 

:(5.15.)      Mr.      CAMPBELL-BAN- 
NERMAN  (Stirling,  <&c.) :  I  am  not  un- 
mindful of   the   presence  of  my   right 
hon.  Friend  the   Chairman    of   Ways 
and  Means,  and   of  the  authoritative 
admonition  which  he  addressed  to  us 
a  few  nights  ago  in  regard  to   the  im- 
prudence  of  discussing   a  Bill  before 
seeing  it  in  print.     Upon  this  occasion 
I  am  not  quite  sure  that  the  prudent 
course  he  referred  to  can  altogether  be 
followed,   because   these   are    matters 
with   which   we  are  familial*,  and  the 
nature  of  the  proposals  is  such,  that  I 
think  we  are  about  as  well  qualified  to 
discuss   them   now    as   at   any    other 
period  in   the  proceedings.      The  first 
observation  I  have  to  make  affects  the 
form,     not     the     substance,     of     the 
proposals  by    which  the   Government 
have  thought  it  right  to  deal  with  this 
matter.      They  still  divide  the  money 
that  is  coming  to  us  into  two  portions  ; 
they    deal    with    these    two  portions 
separately.        They     deal     with     the 
money    which    has    accrued     in    the 
present  financial   year  differently  from 
the     rest     of     the     money.        It    is 
not  divided  between    the  Universities 
and  secondary  education  and  the  Town 
and   County  Councils  and    Parochial 
Boards,  but  it  is  handed  over  entirely 
to  the  Countv  and  Town  Councils  for 
the   relief   of  the  rates.     Why  should 
this  difference  be  made  ?     Last   year 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  predecessor 
— and  I  ought,  by  the  way,  to   thank 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  for  the  admir- 
able  clearness   with  which    he  stated 
his  case — the  late  Lord  Advocate,  on 
the  9th  June,  broadly  stated  the  various 
claims    that    had  been    made  on  this 
money,  and  he  said  that  it  was  so  difficult 
to  decide  between  them,  and  our  know- 
ledge,    especially    on    the    matter  of 
education,  was  so  imperfect,  that  the 
Government  would  devote  the  Autumn 
to  the  consideration  of  tae  matter,  and 
would  therefore  not  pro  u»ed  with  their 
scheme  until  this  Session.     But  the 
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money  that  was  accruing  during  this 
year  they  proposed  immediately  to  dal 
with.      It    was    regarded  as  "urgent, 
and,  therefore,  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man said — "  As  we  have  not  time  u 
regards  this  £110,000  to  consider  how 
it  should  be  apportioned  among  the 
various    claimants,   we   will,    without 
prejudicing  the  course   we  may  take 
with  regard  to  the  annual  sum  after- 
wards, simply  hand  this  money  over  to 
County  Councils  and  Town  Councils  for 
the  relief  of  rates."     There  was  some- 
thing to  be  said  for  that  course  then; 
but  there  is  nothing  to  be  said  for  it 
now.     I  cannot   see  any  reason  whj 
this  sum  should  not  be  distributed  in 
the  same  proportions  as  it  is  proposed 
to  apply  to  the  annual  income.    But 
something  has  happened   since  then, 
and   I  wish  to  call    the    attention  of 
the    House  to   it.     The   Government 
consider   themselves   pledged  to  give 
this   £110,000    to   Town   and  County 
Councils.    And  why  ?    Because  certain 
Town     Councils  —  I     do    not     know 
whether  any  County  Councils — have  ac- 
tually proceeded  upon  the  supposition 
that  the  money  would  be  given  to  them. 
They  have  reckoned  on  it  in  their  annual 
budgets,  and  if  they  do  not  get  this 
money  they  will  have,  by  a  rate,  to 
meet  a  deficit.     This  must  seem  to  us 
a  very  imprudent  and  foolish  course  on 
the  part  of  a  public  body.     I  can  quote 
no  higher  authority  than  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer.     Speaking  on  the 
31st  July  last  year  on  this  very  question, 
he  said — alluding  to  a  statement  made 
that   action   had   already  been  taken 
upon  the  view  that  a  particular  class  of 
ratepayers  would  receive  it — that  the 
course  was  premature — 

*  Because  the  mere  opinion  of  a  Mia*** 
that  a  certain  course  will  be  taken  canst  to 
assumed  to  afford  a  basis  for  administrative 
action." 

That  is  true  doctrine,  because  any 
other  doctrine  would  involve  that  this 
House  was  to  be  set  aside  as  of  no  con- 
sequence, that  there  was  no  probability 
of  our  altering  in  any  way  the  proposals 
of  the  Government,  and  it  even  would 
deny  to  the  Government  the  opportunity 
of  changing  their  mind.  Therefore,  up 
to  this  point,  we  are  driven  to  the  con- 
viction that  these  local  bodies  have 
done  something  very  foolish  and  im- 
proper.    But  that  is  not  so,  because 
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what  did  these  local  bodies  do  ?  The 
principal  among  them,  the  Corporation 
of  Glasgow,  had  some  of  its  represen- 
tatives in  London.  They  went  to  the 
Scotch  Office,  and  asked  the  officials 
of  the  Scotch  Office  whether 
fchey  would  be  justified  in  counting 
upon  this  money,  and  they  were 
told  that  they  were  justified;  they 
were  told  the  exact  amount  they 
would  receive ;  they  were  informed 
that  cheques  were  being  written  out,  and 
thus,  upon  the  mere  statement  of  a 
Minister  that  it  was  the  intention  of 
the  Government,  in  an  Estimate  that 
had  never  been  before  the  House,  to 
Jake  at  some  future  period  of  the 
Session  a  certain  course,  not  only  the 
Souse  of  Commons  but  the  Govern- 
nent  itself  was  actually  set  aside  by  the 
>fficials  of  the  Scotch  Office.  I  venture 
o  say  that  it  was  a  breach  of  duty  on 
he  part  of  those  officials,  and  I  should 
ike  to  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
rho  represents  that  Office  (although  I 
jar  he  has  very  little  practical  ac- 
uaintance  with  it)  what  has  happened 
a  the  official  who  gave  this  reply? 
las  he  been  rebuked  for  it  ?  Because 
think  I  have  never  known  in  the 
rhole  course  of  my  acquaintance  with 
ublic  Departments  anything  more 
mproper  on  the  part  of  public  officials ; 
ecause  it  compromises  the  freedom 
f  the  House  of  Commons,  and  super- 
edes  Parliamentary  action  altogether. 
The  truth  is  that  this  is  only  another 
f  the  little  proofs  we  receive  from 
ime  to  time  of  the  evil  which  arises 
rom  the  fact  of  the  Scotch  Minister 
•eing  in  the  other  House  of  Parliament, 
f  the  Scotch  Minister  had  been  in  this 
louse  he  would  have  known  the 
ituation  better,  and  would  have  been 
ure  that  they  could  not  count  upon 
he  distribution  of  the  money  among 
Deal  authorities  until  the  Vote  had 
ctually  passed  the  Committee  of  this 
louse.  That  is  a  matter  by  the  way, 
>ut  I  think  it  deserves  some  atten- 
ion  on  account  of  its  importance, 
come  now  to  the  proposals. 
The  Government  propose  to  proceed 
irst  by  Vote  for  this  year  for  the 
>urpose  of  relieving  the  rates,  and 
hereafter  by  Bill.  Now  the  question 
►ccurs  to  us  at  once.  Why  by  Bill  ? 
There  may  be  advantages;  it  may 
n    some     respects    be    necessary    to 

VOL.  I.  [new  series.] 


have  a  Bill,  but  it  is  perfectly  evident 
that  there  are  one  or  two  very  serious 
objections  to  proceeding  to  deal  by  a 
Bill.  In  the  first  place,  it  destroys,  as 
I  understand  it,  our  chance  of  benefit- 
ing by  the  elasticity  of  the  sum  involved. 
As  I  understand,  Scotland  and  Ireland 
are  to  receive  certain  grants  annually 
as  an  equivalent  for  the  sum  which  is 
to  be  expended  in  England  for  the 
abolition  of  fees.  The  sum  to  be 
expended  in  England  is  10s.  per  child 
upon  the  average  attendance,  and  this 
sum  is  calculated  upon  the  statistics  of 
three  years  ago.  These  statistics  are 
not  stereotyped.  The  population  is 
increasing,  and,  even  if  the  population 
were  not  increasing,  we  hope  that  under 
the  benefits  of  free  education  there  will 
be  an  increase  in  the  attendance,  so  that 
there  is  every  chance  that  a  larger  sum, 
if  this  doctrine  of  equivalents  is  to  be  kept 
up,  will  be  available  year  by  year.  We 
are  accustomed  now-a-days,  under  the 
influence  of  our  Separatist  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  to  consider  with  great 
nicety,  and  to  weigh  the  balance 
carefully,  between  the  three  Kingdoms, 
and  I  really  think,  if  this  principle  is  a 
proper  one,  the  amount  ought  to  be  a 
moveable  sum.  The  Bill,  however,  will 
stereotype  it,  and  it  will  stereotype  not 
only  the  sum  to  be  treated  under  it,  but 
also  the  objects  to  which  it  is  to  be 
applied.  There  may  be  differences  of 
opinion  even  on  this  side  of  the  House 
with  regard  to  these  objects  ;  but  I 
think  no  one  will  dispute  that  there  is 
at  least  no  very  fixed  opinion  in  Scot- 
land with  regard  to  the  distribution  of 
this  money.  I  have  endeavoured,  to 
the  best  of  my  power,  to  gather  the 
opinions  of  my  constituents  and  others. 
I  gather  that  there  are  some  things 
that  they  do  not  like,  but  I  have  not 
been  able  to  get  much  light  upon 
the  particular  things  which  they  desire. 
I  have  said  that  we  have  a  Separatist 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  but  it  is 
not  in  that  respect  that  he  is  peculiar ; 
because  we  have  had  these  sums  dangled 
before  the  Scotch  people  from  year  to 
year,  and  they  have  been  invited  to  say 
what  they  wanted,  and  what  they 
would  spend  them  upon,  when  really 
they  had  expressed  no  very  definite 
desire  for  money  of  this  kind  at  all. 
Ordinarily,  it  would  seem  that  a 
Finance  Minister  should  consider  what 
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were  the  financial  requirements  of  the 
year,  fix  his  taxes  to  meet  those  re- 
quirements, and  then  invite  the  people 
to  bear  them ;  but  our  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  lays  on  the  taxes,  and 
then  asks  the  people  what  they  want 
the  money  spent  upon.  Members 
on  both  sides  of  the  House  will  admit 
that  the  Scotch  people,  in  regard  to  the 
greater  part  of  this  money,  have  no 
very  definite  feeling  whatever,  and 
therefore  it  seems  to  me  that  it  would 
be  undesirable  that  we  should  embody 
this  temporary  allocation  in  a  Bill ; 
that  we  should  embody  in  a  Bill  some- 
thing which  cannot  be  altered,  not  only 
without  the  difficulty  of  passing  a 
Bill  through  the  House  of  Commons, 
but  without  the  consent  of  the  House 
of  Lords,  which  body  may  take  a 
very  different  view  from  ours  upon  Scotch 
matters.  Again,  I  say,  we  have  a  very 
peculiar  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 
This  is  not  the  first  occasion,  nor 
even  the  second  or  third,  upon  which 
expenditure  which  should  be  voted 
by  the  representatives  of  the  tax- 
payers has  been  stereotyped — I  do  not 
say  in  order  to  deprive,  but  with 
the  effect  of  depriving  Parliament 
in  future  Sessions  of  having  the 
free  disposal  of  its  own  money.  I 
will  not  dwell  upon  these  extra- 
ordinary arrangements  further ;  upon 
this  see- saw  between  the  countries — 
one  always  having  to  receive  something 
equivalent  to  a  grant  of  some  sort 
given  to  the  other  the  year  before — 
nor  upon  the  sort  of  Dutch  auction 
in  which  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer has  been  engaged.  But 
coming  to  the  purposes  to  which  it 
is  proposed  to  apply  this  money,  I 
would  say,  speaking  for  myself,  I  am 
entirely  opposed  to  giving  it  to  any 
Body  whatever  for  the  mere  relief 
of  the  rates.  I  have  no  objection 
indeed  to  assisting  from  the  general 
taxation  local  expenditure  in  a  proper 
way.  Local  expenditure  does  bear 
heavily  in  many  instances,  and  I  have 
no  objection  to  assistance  being  given 
towards  definite  objects  and  in  a  definite 
proportion,  and  so  as  not  to  invalidate 
in  any  way  the  direct  pecuniary  re- 
sponsibility and  sense  of  responsibility 
on  the  part  of  administering  bodies. 
But  I  can  conceive  nothing  more  de- 
moralising or  ineffective  than  the  mere 
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handing    over — flinging  —  a  lump  of 
money  to  people,  saying  "  Here,  if  you 
are  short  of  money  you  may  make  it  up 
out  of  that.    We  do  not  care  much  what 
particular  object  this    relief    shall  be 
applied  to.     Believe  your  rates,  make 
yourselves     popular,     and     leave    us 
alone."       It    will    be     said   there   is 
an   almost    unanimous  opinion,  from 
Town    Councils    especially  and  Paro- 
chial Boards,  in  favour  of  getting  this 
money.     I  do  not   wonder   at  it,  and 
I  do  not  blame  them  for  it.     If  I  were 
a    member   of    a  Town   Council  or  a 
Parochial    Board    I    should    be   very 
anxious  to    make    my  short    reign  erf 
office  popular  by  reducing  or   keeping 
down  the  rates.     But  I  have  observed 
a  remarkable   uniformity  and    almost 
identitv  in  the  terms  of  the  memorials 
on   the    subject,  not     indicating  that 
voluntary     and     spontaneous    action 
which  one   would   expect ;  and  I  find 
that,   unanimously,  the    members   of 
these   very  bodies,  which  have  memo- 
rialised in  favour  of  the  money  being 
used     in     relief  of    rates,   are   ready 
to     admit     in     private     conversation 
that      they     think      this      state    of 
things  is  a  mistake,  and  that  although 
they     were  very    glad   to  get  it,  and 
although    it     would    be    very   usefol 
to     them,     yet      it     is     bad    finance 
and  very  likely  to  have  an  evil  effect  in 
the  long  run.     I  am  therefore  not  afraid 
of  having  the  authority  of  these  public 
bodies  thrown  at  my  head ;  but  I  say  with 
regard  to  the  Parochial  Boards— the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  says  the  Govern- 
ment propose  to  give  £75,000  to  the 
Parochial  Boards — there  will  be  a  con- 
siderable feeling  against  that  so  long  as 
the  Parochial  Boards  are  unreformed 
and  are  not  thoroughly  representative 
bodies.     I  conceive  there  is  much  less 
harm  in  giving,  as  is  proposed,  £25,000 
for  the  definite    purpose  of   relief  in 
respect  of   Pauper  Lunatics.    This  is 
free  from  some  of  the  objections  I  have 
been  urging ;  but  to  give  money  for  the 
general  relief  of  rates  to  bodies  which 
do  not,  as  a  rule,  command  the  con- 
fidence  of  the  people  is  a  course  which 
ought  not  to  be  taken,  although  some 
of     the-     large      Parochial      Boards, 
I  admit,  are  extremely  well  adminis- 
tered, and  not    open  to  any  criticism 
of  that   sort.      But  I    have    another 
objection   with    regard   to  this    relief 
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rates.  Not  only,  as  I  consider, 
aid  it  be  about  the  least  proper 
pose  to  which  he  could  apply  this 
ney,  but  also  the  relief  would  be 
en  to  the  wrong  people.  I  am  not 
ng  to  enter  at  this  stage  into  the 
eties  of  Scotch  rating,  but  undoubt- 
y  in  many  cases  this  relief  will  go 
d  the  pockets  of  the  landlords,  and  in 
t  towns  the  sensible  relief  will  go  to 
(  larger  ratepayers,  the  manufac- 
ers  and  large  shopkeepers,  while  the 
lefit  the  working  classes  will  obtain  is 
tctically  infinitesimal.  Each  man  may 

a  halfpenny,  or  a  penny,  or  two- 
ice   as    his   proportion;    and    when 

consider  that  it  is  the  working- 
sses  that  contribute  the  greater 
rt  of  the  money  out  of  which  this  is 

be  paid,  I  think  it  furnishes  an 
ditional,  and  perhaps  a  stronger, 
jument  than  those  I  have  already 
duced.  These  are  the  views  I 
bertain.  I  am  aware  that  some  of 
j  friends  may  have  other  views ; 
t  I  thought  it  right  frankly  to  state 
3  very  strong  feeling  I  have  on  the 
bject.  Now,  what  are  the  other 
rposes  to  which  the  money  i^  to  be 
plied  ?  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
I  not  say  anything  about  com- 
jting  the  freedom  from  fees  of  the 
mary  schools.  That,  I  understand, 
not  included.  I  deeply  regret  that 
cision  of  the  Government ;  and  my 
pression  is  that  even  those  most 
ongly  in  favour  of  obtaining  all 
3y  can  get  in  relief  of  rates,  and  who 
3  perfectly  fanatical  against  secondary 
ucation,  will  admit  that  the  cond- 
ition of  free  primary  education  was 
3  very  first  charge  upon  this  money, 
d  I  regret  that  the  Government 
ve  omitted  it.  Then  I  go  on  to 
sondary  education.  Well,  I  am  very 
jased  to  hear  from  the  right  hon. 
sntleman  that  the  Government  are 
ing  to  give  so  large  a  sum  of 
>ney  for  this  purpose ;  not  so 
ich  that  it  is  wanted  in  the 
vns  or  populous  places,  or  in 
tees  where  there  are  School  Boards, 
bh  a  very  large  area,  which  can 
tke  special  arrangements  to  meet 
3  case ;  but  I  have  rather  in  my 
nd  the  country  d  stricts  and  sparsely 
pulated  distric  s  where  we  have  un- 
abtedly  fallen  ack.  I  hope  I  shall 
t  be  held  to  be  at  all  offensive  when 


I     say     that     we     have   fallen    down 
towards      the      English      level.     We 
have    lost    a    great    deal    of  the  old 
superiority  we  had,  when  we  gave  in  all 
the  parochial  schools  higher  education 
to  the  sons  of  the  people.     I  am  quite 
sure  of  this,  that  no  Scotchman  will 
express  in  this  Debate  or  in  any  other 
Debate  any  jealousy  of  secondary  educa- 
tion.    The   old   theory  that  continua- 
tion   schools    and     opportunities     for 
higher    education — scientific,   literary, 
and  technical — were  peculiarly  for  the 
middle-class  population,  and  not  for  the 
working  classes — that  is  a  theory  which 
never  had  any  footing  in  Scotland,  and, 
I  hope,  never  will.    It  is  a  great  benefit 
to  the  poorest   and  humblest  man  in 
the  community,  as  it  is  to  the  middle- 
class  man,  that  there  should  be  this 
opportunity  all  over   the   country  for 
superior     education,     and     we    have 
not     that     opportunity     at     present. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  did  not  say 
anything — perhaps  he   could  not    say 
anything — as  to  how  the  Government 
propose  to  meet  the  difficulties  of  the 
case.    That  is  to  be  done  by  ordinances 
from  the  Education  Department.'   I  am 
notsure  that  we  are  very  full  of,  or  over- 
flowing with,  faith   in  the   Education 
Department.  But  that  is  a  point  of  detail 
which  may  be  more  properly  discussed, 
perhaps,  at  another  time.     I  am  per- 
fectly aware  of  the  difficulties  that  may 
arise  from  conflicting  jurisdictions  and 
other  sources ;  but,  at  the  same  time, 
we   will   certainly  co-operate  with  the 
Government   in    arriving    at   the   best 
solution  of  it.     Then  the  last  purpose 
for  which  the  money  is  to  be  given  is 
the  Universities.     Speaking  for  myself, 
personally,    I  am  in   favour  of  giving 
quite  as  much    money  as  this  to  the 
Universities,  but  I  have  a  strong  idea 
that   we   do   not    receive    a    sufficient 
amount  of  money   for  our  Universities 
compared  with  the  other  countries,  at 
present,  out  of  the  money  annually  voted 
by   Parliament,   and    I   should  prefer 
to   see   this   money   coming  out  of  a 
direct  Vote  on  the  Civil  Service  Esti- 
mates rather   than  out  of   this  fund, 
to  which  it  does  not  properly  belong. 
At  the  same  time,  we  must   not  look 
a   gift    horse    in    the    mouth;    and   if 
money  is  scarce — I  should  much  pre- 
fer to  take  it  from  other  sources  myself, 
but  rather  than  see  our  Universities  go 
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without  the  money,  I  think  we  may  take 
it  from  this.  But  if  the  Estimates  are 
looked  into,  I  think  it  will  be  found 
that  the  other  parts  of  the  Empire 
have  an  advantage  over  us  in  respect 
of  money  given  to  the  Universities  ; 
and  I  think  that  it  ought  to  be 
taken  out  of  the  ordinary  expenditure 
for  the  year.  As  for  the  rest  of  the  money, 
as  I  have  said,  the  Government  give 
it  in  relief  of  rates.  For  want  of  any 
more  definite  claim  on  the  part  of  the 
Scotch  people,  I  should  have  been 
content  to  see  it  given  over  to  the  Town 
Councils  and  County  Councils,  but  for 
definite  purposes  which  could  not 
otherwise  be  met  out  of  the  rates. 
And,  at  any  rate,  I  would  at  least  bar- 
gain for  this  :  that  if  the  proposal  of 
the  Government  be  adopted,  if  the 
money  is  to  be  given  over  to  the  Town 
Councils  and  County  Councils,  surely 
they  need  not  be  tied  down  to  apply  it 
for  the  relief  of  the  rates.  I  think  we 
might  at  least  strike  out  these  words  "  for 
the  relief  of  the  rates  "  from  the  Vote 
which  is  on  the  Table  when  we  come  to 
deal  with  the  definite  words,  and  leave 
it  to '  the  discretion  of  Town  Coun- 
cils and  County  Councils.  These 
are  the  observations  which  occur 
to  me.  I  cannot  express  too  strongly 
my  opinion  that  the  whole  of  these  pro- 
ceedings are  slip-shod  finance,  and 
slip-shod  administration.  That  is  not 
our  fault.  We  have  to  make  the  best 
of  it.  I  have  said  that  the  proposal  to 
hand  over  the  monev  for  the  relief  of 
rates  for  the  present  year  may  be 
accepted.  It  may  be  inevitable  in  the 
present  state  of  public  opinion, 
but  we  should  be  slow  to  pledge 
ourselves,  by  actual  statute,  either  to 
any  fixed  sum,  or  to  objects  which  we 
are  not  certain  will  satisfv  the  Scotch 
people. 

-(5.45.)  Mr.  RONALD  C.  MUNRO 
FERGUSON  (Leith,  kc.)  :  I  think  the 
majority  of  the  Scotch  Members  who 
have  listened  to  the  speech  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  who  has  just  sat  .down 
will  agree  very  heartily  with  the  ex- 
pressions which  he  has  used  in  regard 
to  this  Bill ;  and  I  sincerely  hope  that 
this  may  be  the  last  time  we 
shall  be  called  upon  in  this  House  to 
discuss  an  equivalent  grant.  When  a 
generous  Government  scatters  bounty 
over  the  land  like  this  we  find  that  the 
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money   is   wasted,  and    we   find  that 
the  local  administration  becomes  en- 
tirely disorganised.     Now,  with  regard- 
to  the  specific  proposals  of  the  Govern- 
ment, I  also  very  much  regret  that  no 
place  has  been  found    amongst  them 
with  regard  to  primary  education.    So 
far  as  secondary  education  is  concerned, 
I  believe  that  we  are  not  yet  provided 
with  a  plan  which  would  warrant  such 
large  expenditure  as  is  sometimes  pro- 
posed for  that  very  necessary  branch  of 
education,  but  a  large  sum  may  very 
well  be  voted  for  that  purpose.     Again, 
with  regard  to  technical  education  we 
find  no  provision  whatever  made  under 
the  proposals  of  the  Government ;  and  so 
far  from  making  any  provision  for  it,  the 
County   Councils   are   absolutely  pro- 
hibited from  undertaking  further  work 
in    connection    with    this   case.     The 
Countv  Council  with  which  I  am  con- 
nected    myself    have    shown   no  dis- 
position to  spend   this  grant  in  relief 
of    the    rates.      As    it  is  desirous  of 
carrying  on    technical    education,  and 
as  there  are  quarters  in  England  where 
the  sum  of   £750,000    has  been  spent 
by  County  Councils  in  connection  with 
agricultural  and  other  forms  of  educa- 
tion, I  feel   that   in  Scotland  we  wiH 
be  placed  at  a  very  serious  disadvan- 
tage if  we  are  to  be  prohibited  from 
undertaking   a    work    which   is  doing 
so  much    good   throughout  the  whole 
of    the     counties     of     England.    The 
Universities  are   to  be  given  £30,000, 
and,  knowing  as   I   do   the   necessity 
for  a  grant  of  that  character,  I  must 
confess   that  I  do  not  see  my  way  to 
oppose  it  in  any  form  whatever.    But, 
at  the   same    time,  I   should  be  very 
much    surprised     to    find    much    en-' 
thusiasm     on     behalf     of     this    pro- 
posal amongst  lion.  Members  on  this 
side.     Our    chief    knowledge    of    the 
Universities  on    this  side  is   that  we 
find  their  representatives  ranged  against 
us  upon  every  possible   occasion,  and 
instead  of   men  of  science  or  men  of 
high  culture  being  sent  to   represent 
the  Universities  here,  we  find  a  lawyer 
or  a  politician  coming    to  this  House 
in    order    to    pursue   Party    purposes. 
I  do  not  think  that  this  is   a  recom- 
mendation which  will  enable  hon.  Mem* 
bers  on    this   side  of    the  House  to 
receive  the  proposals  of  the   Govern- 
ment as  well  as  they  might  otherwise 
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io.  At  the  same  time,  I  think  that 
what  has  been  said,  that  the  University 
grants  should  come  from  the  ordinary 
taxation  of  the  country,  is  extremely 
fair ;  and  I  think  that  the  money  for 
the  Universities  ought  to  have  come 
rat  of  the  Treasury  in  the  ordinary 
form  instead  of  that  in  which  it  now 
appears  before  the  House,  The  £25,000 
which  is  to  go  to  the  relief  of 
the  charge  for  the  pauper  lunatics 
should  also  come  under  the  same 
head.  A  statement  has  been 
sent  round  by  the  Parochial  Board 
which  demands  that  some  contribution 
should  be  made  towards  the  support 
©f  the  pauper  lunatics.  It  shows  that 
the  rate  in  Scotland  amounts  to  about 
3s.  a  week,  while  in  England  it  is  fixed 
at  4s.  a  week.  I  think  here,  again, 
this  is  not  an  occasion  for  making 
a  demand  upon  the  equivalent  grant, 
but  it  is  an  occasion  demanding  that 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  shall 
treat  Scotland  upon  equal  terms  with 
England.  With  regard  to  the  expendi- 
ture on  medical  relief  and  those  other 
matters,  they  should  more  properly  come 
before  the  Committee  on  the  equalisa- 
tion of  the  burdens  of  local  taxation 
upon  different  parts  of  the  United 
Kingdom  which  is  now  sitting.  I 
entirely  agree  with  what  my  right 
hon.  Friend  has  said  in  regard 
to  the  objects  to  which  it  should  be 
obligator}7  upon  the  Local  Authorities 
to  give  the  money  that  should  come  to 
them  under  this  grant.  I  think  some 
good  might  be  done  if  this  money  were 
spent  for  public  libraries,  for  baths,  for 
the  improvement  of  public  parks,  and 
for  other  necessary  purposes,  such  as 
technical  education,  or  in  the  con- 
struction of  harbours  or  new  works, 
which  are  very  much  required.  In 
Ross-shire  the  demand  for  new 
works  and  harbours. is  very  great.  I 
think  these  are  matters  to  which  we 
might-  perfectly  well  *lev©te  the  money 
whichiis  to  come  to  us  under  the  pro- 
posals of  the  Government.  The  whole 
system  of  these  grants  I  think  is 
entirely  ^unsatisfactory  ;  and  as  these 
promiscuous  bounties  descending  upon 
us  lead  to  a  very  bad  system  of  ad- 
ministration, J  sincerely  trust  that  we 
see  the  last  occasion  upon  which  this 
may  be  done.  I  think  there  has  been 
an  immense  amount  of  money  -wasted, 


and  I  think  it  upsets  the  whole  system 
of  Imperial  finance. 

-(5.53.)  Mr.  JAMES  SOMEB- 
VELL  (Ayr,  &c.) :  We  have  already 
taken  advantage  in  Scotland  of  the 
grants  from  Imperial  taxation  to 
give  free  education  to  Scotland, 
and  the  only  subject  that  remains 
now  is  to  see  whether  we  will 
adopt  the  English  practice  and  give 
this  grant  entirely  to  the  relief  of  rates, 
or  whether  it  is  in  accordance  with  the 
feeling  of  the  people  of  Scotland, 
to  give  a  portion  to  improve  the 
education  which  has  been  already 
made  free.  I  think  that  the  remark 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Mem- 
ber for  the  Stirling  Burghs  as  regards 
this  amount  being  stereotyped  is  a  very 
forcible  one.  We  were  told  that  this 
sum  of  £265,000  is  more  than  origi- 
nally was  calculated  would  come  to 
Scotland,  and,  as  the  calculation  was 
wrong  in  the  past,  it  very  probably 
will  be  equally  wrong  in  the  future, 
and  as  education  and  the  number  of 
children  must  increase  in  England,  so 
the  share  to  Scotland  will  be  con- 
siderably increased,  and  I  hope,  in  a 
few  years,  will  amount  to  £300,000. 
If  that  is  the  case,  I  think  this 
measure  should  state  the  manner  of 
allocation.  It  is  right  that  a  certain 
sum  should  be  stereotyped.  I  think 
it  is  perfectly  right  if  the  Universities 
are  to  receive  £30,000,  that  sum  should 
be  definitely  fixed.  I  have  very  great 
sympathy  with  the  remarks  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  the  Stirling  Burghs  upon  this 
Vote.  I  think  it  very  hard  upon 
Scotland  that  this  £30,000  should 
be  taken  out  of  this  money.  I 
think  that  money  should  be  given  alto- 
gether out  of  the  general  finances  of 
the  country.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
rather  sneered  at  the  members  of  the 
local  Town  Councils  and  County  Coun- 
cils in  effecting  economy  and  reducing 
the  rates.  I  would  remind  him  that 
he  is  the  representative  of  the 
same  electors  as  have  returned 
these  bodies  ;  and  that,  while  it  is  their 
duty  to  diminish  the  rates  as  far  as  they 
can,  the  same  electors  would  be  very 
thankful  if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
in  his  place  in  Parliament,  would  do 
his  utmost  to  get  a  grant  by  which  the 
rates  should   be  reduced.     The   right 
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hon.  Gentleman  alleged,  as  regards 
grants  being  given  to  the  Parochial 
Boards,  that  the  Parochial  Boards 
were  not  elected  upon  a  sufficiently 
popular  basis.  I  would  remind  him 
that  it  was  entirely  owing  to  the  action 
of  hon.  and  right  hon.  Gentlemen  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  House  that  a 
measure  for  the  establishment  of 
Parochial  Councils  in  Scotland  was 
not  carried  at  the  same  time  as  the 
County  and  District  Councils  Act.  It 
is  not  a  question  really  of  throwing 
money  at  the  heads  of  the  ratepayers 
of  Scotland.  This  is  a  question  to 
enable  the  Scotch  ratepayer  to  get  that 
relief  to  which  he  is  justly  entitled ;  and 
which  he  did  not  get  for  two  years 
owing  to  his  desire  to  have  free  edu- 
cation for  his  children  first.  I  must 
say  I  should  like  to  have  had  a  more 
definite  view  from  the  Government  in 
regard  to  the  £60,000  which  is  to  be 
spent  upon  Secondary  Education.  I 
cannot  adopt  the  view  that  this  higher 
education  affects  all  the  children  in 
Scotland.  I  think  that  the  poorer 
classes  will  derive  very  small  benefit 
indeed  from  the  £30,000  to  be  given 
to  the  Universities,  and  it  will 
depend  entirely  upon  the  manner 
in  which  this  £60,000  is  appropriated 
whether  the  children  of  the  working 
classes  will  get  any  benefit  from 
it  at  all  or  not.  It  is  impossible 
for  the  children  of  the  working  classes 
to  attend  school  beyond  a  certain  age. 
If  they  are  to  earn  a  living,  and,  at  the 
same  time,  to  improve  their  education, 
they  must  be  apprenticed,  or  must  be 
learning,  from  the  age  of  14  and  up- 
wards, the  trades  which  they  are  going 
to  pursue.  It  can  only  be  by  the  means 
of  technical  education  that  they  can 
hope  to  raise  themselves  to  a  higher 
position  than  that  which  they  now 
occupy.  I  think,  therefore,  that  it 
would  have  been  a  very  great  advan- 
tage if  the  Government  had  seen  their 
way  to  enable  a  portion  of  this  money 
to  be  applied  towards  technical  educa- 
tion. What  is  wanted  in  Scotland  is  not 
so  much  more  money,  but  a  thorough 
administration  of  existing  funds. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite 
says  the  allocation  should  not  be  em- 
bodied in  a  Bill.  I  think  it  should  be. 
It  was  done  in  the  case  of  England, 
and    that    course    met    with    general 
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acceptance.    The  Government  have,  in 
my  view,   shown   wisdom    in  defining 
the  objects  to  which  this  money  is  to 
be  applied.     If  the  county  of  Boss,  Cor 
example,  desire  that  part  of  the  money 
should  go  for  roads,  it  can  spend  it  in 
that  way.     But,  Sir,  I  think  it  is  alto- 
gether  opposed   to   the   general  local 
convenience    of    the    county    that   it 
should  be  made  a  matter  of  contest 
ever)'  three  years  how  certain  money  is 
to  be  applied.     One  of   the  strongest 
arguments  in  favour  of  this  measure  is 
that  it  defines  definitely  the  destination, 
instead  of   leaving  it   to  the    passing 
breath  of  the  moment.     I  think  also 
that    the  Government    were    wise  in 
adopting    the    principle   of   valuation, 
and    not    of    assessment.     Tins    will 
contribute    to    economy.     No    reason 
has     been     shown     why     this     Bill 
should  not  be  now  read  a  first  time, 
and   I  trust  the  negative  criticisms  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  will 
not  be  allowed  to  retard  its  progress,  but 
that  the  points  that  have  been  men- 
tioned will  be  reserved  for  Committee, 
where  they  may  be  properly  discussed, 
and    a    Bill   advanced   by   which  the 
people  of  Scotland  will  get  considerable 
remissions  of  local  taxation. 

::Sir  GEORGE  TREVELYAN  (Glas- 
gow,  Bridgeton) :    I    think    the  hon. 
Gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down  is  a 
little   hard  in  protesting   against  one 
of     the      few      opportunities      which 
Scotch    Me i nbei*s  have    of    discussing 
Scotch  business,  and  I  do  not  think  the 
Government  will  join  with  him  in  his 
protest.     In  a  question  of  this  great 
importance  and  complexity,  and  at  the 
same  time  so  familiar  to  hon.  Members 
that  they  have  all  made  up  their  minds 
upon  it  even  on  this  its  first  presentation* 
to  the  House,  I   imagine  it  will  be  a 
much  greater  assistance  than  an  obstacle 
if  the  opinions  of  the  Scotch  Members 
are  expressed  as  clearly  as  they  have 
been  expressed.     And  it  is  necessary 
that  those  who  do  not  take  altogether 
the  same    view  as    those    who    have 
already  spoken  should  say  somethings 
remembering,  at  the  same  time,  that  we 
have  no  right,  on  the  first  reading,  to 
speak  longer  than  is  necessary  to  express 
concurrence  or  emphatic  dissent.    Now, 
Sir,  I  feel  bound  to  say  I  never  heard  a 
speech  in  which  I  more  agreed  with  the 
conclusions,  but  in  regard  to  one  or  two* 


1165    Education  and  Local      (25  February  1892}      Taxation,  dc.  Bill.     1266 


>f  the  principal  arguments  with  which  I 
ess  agree  than  that  of  my  right  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Stirling.  There- 
:ore,    it    is    necessary     to    put    in    a 
protest  against    one  or   two   of    those 
arguments,  in  order  that  the  Govern- 
ment   may    not    think    that    there  is 
iniversal    agreement    amongst    Mem- 
bers on  this  side.     The  history  of  this 
money,  the  disposition  of  whicn  we  are 
liscussing,  is  complicated  enough,  and 
goes  through  various  historical  stages ; 
but  the  present  position  of  it  is  undeni- 
able.    It  is  the  same  sum   of  money 
which  was  made  over  to  the  English 
ratepayers  from    the  Exchequer,  and 
to     do     anything     else     than      give 
it,    in    one    form    or    another,    to  the 
Scotch     ratepayers    is    to     lay     upon 
the      Scotch     ratepayers     a     special 
Imperial     tax.       You    may    like    the 
distinction,  or  you  may  dislike  it ;  you 
may  like  to  spend  money  on  the  Uni- 
Tersity  or  on  secondary  education,  or 
you  may  dislike  it ;  but  no  less  if  so 
spent  we  levy  a  differential  tax  upon 
the     Scotch    ratepayer,    and    against 
that   I  briefly   but   unreservedly    pro- 
test.    I    cannot    agree   with  my  right 
hon.    Friend    that   Scotch    opinion   is 
anything     like     unanimous     in      this 
matter.    The   local  bodies  are,  in   my 
opinion,  on  this  question  of    expendi- 
ture the  true  spokesmen  of  the  country. 
Hon.      Members      deny      that       the 
Municipal  Bodies  are  fair  exponents  of 
the  feelings  of  the   boroughs.     I  think 
that  the  principles  we  hold  on  this  side 
oblige  us  to  say  that  those  local  bodies, 
in  regard  to  the  larger  cities  at   any 
rate,   are   strictly   representative,   and 
they  almost  unanimously  regard   this 
money  as  a  debt  to  the  Scotch  ratepayer. 
So  far  as  I  know,  they   unanimously 
regard     any      other     application      as 
frittering  away  Scotch  resources  instead 
of  keeping  them  intact  to  give  sensible 
relief  in  the  quarter  in  which  relief  is 
due.     They  are  unanimous  in  think- 
ing that  the  relief  of  2d.,   3d.,  or  4d., 
even  5d.,  which  has  been  given  to  great 
English    cities,     would     be     equally 
acceptable  to  Scotch  cities,  and  equally 
their  due.     There  was  a  great  deputa- 
tion   last  year  to   the   Chancellor    of 
the  Exchequer.      The  strongest  argu- 
ments   were   urged    by     members    of 
Municipal   Bodies    and    of    Parochial 
Boards.      But    of     what     Parochial 


Boards?     There  are  many  Parochial 
Boards  which  contain  a  really  repre- 
sentative element.      I   know  that  the 
representative  members  of  the  Parochial 
Boards  are  elected  under  the   plural 
vote,  and  in  so  far  they  are  less  repre- 
sentative than  we  would  wish  to  see 
them ;    but  in   the  Barony  Parish  of 
Glasgow,  out  of  29, 21  are  elected  mem- 
bers.      As     regards    the    deputations 
from   the  Municipal  Bodies,  there  can 
be  no  question  whatever  as  to    their 
elective  character.     The    constituents 
of  these   bodies — the  enormous  town 
populations  of  these  cities — have   not 
found  it  necessary  to  take  exception  to 
the  action  of  their  representatives  last 
year.     I  do  not  want  to  put  the  matter 
mainly  on  the  ground  of  Scotch  feeling. 
I    maintain     that     there     are     grave 
reasons     of      public     policy     against 
dribbling     out     fractions     of      public 
money  to  be  applied  to  special  services. 
Nothing  leads  to  so  much  waste  and 
gives   rise   to  so   much  worry   among 
Local  Bodies  as  having  a  certain  sum 
from  the  Treasury  to  put  to  a  certain 
use,  to  which,   perhaps,  they  do  not 
want  to  put  it.     The  importance  of  the 
public     object,  and    the    wisdom     of 
carrying    it    out,  ought    to    be     con- 
sidered   on    its    own    merits   by    the 
local   authority.      When  the  Glasgow 
Municipality  set  up  baths  and  wash- 
houses  and  model  lodging-houses  they, 
first  of  all,   considered  whether  these 
were  advisable  matters  to  be  under- 
taken by  a  public  body.     Having  con- 
sidered   and    determined    that,    they 
allotted   a  sum  of  money  out  of  the 
rates.      But  that   is    a  very  different 
thing  from    giving    a    body    like  the 
Glasgow    Council    a    certain    amount 
which      may      only      be      spent      in 
the     superannuation     of    the     Police, 
on  secondary   education,  or    on  tech- 
nical education.      My  right  hon.  Friend 
says  he  wishes  Parliament  to  have  the 
disposal  of  its  own  money.     I  wish  the 
local  Parliaments  of  our  great  towns  to 
have  the  free  disposal  of  their  money. 
If  Glasgow  or   Aberdeen,  or  Dundee, 
wish  to  have  secondary  education  or 
public      parks,      or     model     lodging 
houses,  well,  let  them  say  so,  but  do 
not  give  them  a  sum  of  money  which 
they  may   not   have  unless  to  spend 
upon  some  service  which  Parliament 
dictates — money  which  is  indubitably 
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their  own,  and  which  thev  have  a 
right  to  spend  as  they  choose.  I 
cannot  agree  with  the  hon.  Member 
in  thinking  that  the  allotment  of 
money  for  technical  education  in 
the  English  counties  has  been  alto- 
gether a  success,  but  what  has  made  it 
even  the  success  that  it  is,  is  this — that 
they  are  not  obliged  to  spend  it  upon 
technical  education ;  therefore,  if 
there  is  not  a  real  machinery  for  carry- 
ing out  technical  education,  they 
would  not  spend  the  money  upon  it.  In 
what  follows  I  am  speaking  entirely  for 
my  constituency,  which  is  in  a  different 
position  from  the  rural  districts.  I 
entirely  object,  and  the  people  in 
Glasgow7  entirely  object,  to  regarding 
secondary  education  as  a  proper 
burden  for  the  ratepayers.  There  are 
great  endowments  already  in  Glasgow, 
quite  sufficient  to  give  secondary  edu- 
cation to  the  entire  city.  Already, 
the  poorer  ratepayer,  the  working  man, 
as  well  as  everybody  else,  pays  large 
sums  for  keeping  up  the  High  School 
at  Glasgow,  upon  which  I  am  told 
that  there  is  a  debt  of  £45,000 
for  building  and  repairs.  Who  go 
to  the  High  School?  Not  so  much 
the  sons  of  the  working  men, 
not  even  exclusively  the  sons  of  pro- 
fessional men  and  commercial  men  of 
Glasgow,  but  people  from  a  dis- 
tance, whose  education  is  largely  paid 
for  by  the  poor  working  man  of  Glas- 
gow. But  that  is  not  all.  Glasgow  is 
in  a  very  peculiar  position.  In  Glas- 
gow directly  you  improve  by  public 
money  the  elementary  school,  so  that 
it  is  able  to  give  that  sort  of  education 
which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
described  so  admirably  at  the  end  of 
his  speech,  and  which  is  a  special 
characteristic  of  Scotland — so  soon  as 
the  school  is  able  to  give  that  educa- 
tion, what  does  the  School  Depart- 
ment do  ?  Why,  Sir,  it  separates  that 
school  from  the  rest,  and  puts  it  into 
a  special  class  of  fee-paying  schools. 
These  schools  are  not  the  schools  of 
the  ratepayer.  He  has  to  pay  for  the 
building  and  maintenance  of  these 
schools,  but  he  cannot  send  his  children 
there.  He  has  to  pay  his  money  out 
of  the  rates  in  order  to  make  more 
of  this  class  of  schools,  which  are  to 
remain  select  and  privileged,  and  from 
which  his  children  are  to  be  excluded. 

Sir  George  Trevelyan 


I  have  no  objection  to  any  amount  of 
bursaries  that  will  enable  the  children 
of   the    elementary    schools   to  get  i 
higher    class     education,     but    I    do 
object,   in  Glasgow  especially,  to  the 
ordinary     working      man      ratepayer 
paying  for  secondary  education  which 
he  does  not    share.       As   regards  the 
U  niversities,  I  gather  there  is  unanimity. 
We  all  wish  the  Universities  to  have 
more  monev,  but  we  all  wish  that  it 
should  come  from  the  Treasury.    The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  FirstLordof 
the  Treasury — if  he  will  allow  me  to 
refer  to  his  admirable  replies  to  the 
deputation  that  waited  upon  him  from 
Scotland — spoke  of  Oxford  and  Cam- 
bridge as  being  very  highly  endowed. 
But  these  are  not  the  only  Universities 
in   the   South.     There  are  Colleges  in 
Wales,  there  are  Universities  in  Eng- 
land— some     in     existence,     some   in 
embvro — and  if  more  monev  is  erven  to 
the  Scotch  Universities  out  of  the  rates 
there  will  be,  almost   immediately,  a 
demand     for     more     for     the    South 
country  Universities.    Again  there  will 
be  an  equivalent  giant  to  Scotland  for 
which    we  shall  have    to    rind   some 
special  destination,  and,  therefore,  we 
will  go    on    in   this   vicious  circle  d 
special    grants  for  special    objects  to 
Local     Bodies      in      Scotland.      The 
remedy  is  plain.     Let  the  Local  Bodies 
have  their  own  money,  and  let  thein 
dispose  of  it  themselves.      We  talk  of 
the  wisdom  of  Parliament,  but  these 
Local  Bodies  are  wiser  still  with  regard 
to  their  own. wants.     I  would  not  fetter 
them.     I    would   not  tie   them  down 
even    to    the    relief    of     local    rates. 
I    would    leave    the    matter  to  their 
absolute   discretion.     I    apologise  for 
having  spoken  so  warmly  on  a  subject 
on  which  there  is  so  much  difference  of 
opinion,  and  I  thank  the  House  for  its 
attention. 
*(6.20.)  Mr.  HOZIER  (Lanarkshire. 
South) :  I  tender  to  the  Lord  Advocate 
my  warmest  congratulations  upon  the 
clearness  and  lucidity  of  his  speech, 
and    upon    his    proposals    generally: 
though     it     seems    to    me    that    the 
discussion   upon    those  proposals  will 
come  more  conveniently  when  we  have 
the   measure  before   ns   in   print.     In 
the  next  place,  I  wish  to  congratulate 
the   right   hon.    Gentleman    who   has 
just  sat  down   upon  a  most  unwonted 
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isplay  of  backbone.  The  confident 
ray  in  which  he  spoke  shows  that 
b  has  many  supporters  at  his  back, 
ad  on  the  present  occasion  I  am 
me  of  the  most  enthusiastic  of  them, 
lordly,  I  wish  to  congratulate  the 
ight  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
ae  Stirling  Burghs  on  the  compara- 
ve  moderation  of  the  language  with 
'hich  he  now  attacks  the  unfortunate 
itepayer  in  Scotland. 
Mb.  CAMPBELL  BANNERMAN  : 
did  not  attack  the  ratepayer. 
Mb.  HOZIER:  Perhaps  not  the 
itepayer,  but  at  any  rate  the  relief  of 
ites.  He  said  the  ratepayer  ought 
)  be  able  to  do  without  any  relief 
hatever.  On  the  28th  July,  1890, 
le  right  hon.  Gentleman  spoke  of 
the  naked  and  brutal  relief  of  rates." 
hat  was  a  little  stronger  than  his 
nguage  this  evening. 
Mb.  CAMPBELL  BANNERMAN: 
am  sorry  the  hon.  Gentleman  does 
ot  understand  the  word  brutal,  which 
used  in  its  French,  rather  than  in  its 
inglish,  sense.  In  its  French  sense  it 
leans  "  simple." 

Mb.  HOZIER  :  I  think  that  on  the 
hole,  Sir,  a  Scottish  Member  in  the 
British  Parliament  ought  to  speak  in 
Inglish  rather  than  in  inferior  French. 
.  naked  and  brutal  relief  of  rates,  in- 
eed  !  It  is  a  "  nakedness  "  of  which 
o  Government  need  be  ashamed,  and 
"  brutality  "  for  which  the  people 
f  Scotland  may  well  be  deeply 
rateful.  Now,  Sir,  we  hear  two 
oices  from  the  Front  Opposition 
tench.  Is  it  possible  that  there  are 
oing  to  be  dissentient  Gladstonians  in 
be  future?  Does  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  the  Stirling  Burghs 
ct  as  the  spokesman  of  his  Party 
/hen  he  says  that  deficits  are  better 
ban  surpluses?  He  said  every  Chan- 
ellor  of  the  Exchequer  ought  to  be 
ery  careful  not  to  have  a  surplus  at 
be  end  of  a  year.  Sir,  as  a  County 
lember,  there  is  one  portion  of 
bis  Bill  on  which  I  look  with 
sine  anxiety — namely,  that  portion 
Hotting  £60,000  for  technical  educa- 
ton.  It  is  difficult,  to  see  how  the  rural 
istricts  will  derive  much  benefit  un- 
»s,  indeed,  there  are  to  be  lecturers 
rho  will  go  about  from  place  to  place, 
understand  that  technical  education 
i  not  to   be    included   in    secondary 


education.  If  that  is  so,  I  must  say 
that  I  am  very  sorry  indeed.  The 
hon.  Member  for  Leith  (Mr.  Munro 
Ferguson)  earnestly  hopes  that  no  fur- 
ther sums  of  money  will  be  granted  to 
Scotland.  Of  course,  that  merely 
means  that  he  earnestly  hopes  that  his 
Party  may  come  into  power,  for,  with 
the  Gladstonian  Party  in  power,  there 
is  not  the  slightest  chance  of  there  ever 
being  any  surplus. 

(6.28.)  Mb.  D.  CRAWFORD 
(Lanarkshire,  N.E.)  :  I  shall  not  adopt 
the  controversial  tone  of  the  hon. 
Gentleman  opposite,  and,  as  I  come 
after  him,  I  shall  escape  the  lash  of  his 
criticism.  Sir,  as  regards  this  very  im- 
portant Bill,  I  believe  that  £265,000 
wisely  husbanded  and  wisely  expended 
will  do  a  great  deal  of  good,  and  make 
many  improvements  that  are  much  re- 
quired. I  do  not  follow  the  example  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury  in  making  comparisons 
between  measures  of  relief  and  other 
measures  relating  to  Ireland.  I  con- 
fess I  listened  with  astonishment  to 
that  comparison.  Sir,  I  desire  to 
mention  one  or  two  points  to  which 
the  Government  may  give  considera- 
tion. These  points  mainly  refer  to  the 
£60,000  for  technical  education.  But 
on  the  point  of  rating  I  should  say  that 
I  am  more  in  agreement  with  the 
Member  for  the  Stirling  Burghs 
than  the  Member  for  Bridgeton.  I 
am  not  astonished  that  the  Govern- 
ment has  gone  some  way  in  the  relief 
of  rates.  I  agree  there  has  been  no 
strong  demand  from  other  quarters  in 
regard  to  the  disposition  of  this 
money.  It  does  not  carry  us  any  length 
to  say  the  Parochial  Boards  are  not 
unanimous  in  asking  for  this  money, 
and  then  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
said  that  it  was  not  desirable  to  give 
the  money  to  Local  Bodies  and  to 
tell  them  to  apply  it  for  certain  pur- 
poses which  they  did  not  ask  the 
money  for.  I  agree  with  my  right 
hon.  Friend  when  he  said  that  the 
money  should  be  given  to  these  Local 
Bodies  with  a  large  discretion  as  to 
the  use  of  it.  But  that  is  not  the 
proposal  of  the  Bill.  It  would  be  very 
easy  to  make  the  proposal  still  more 
advantageous  and  workable  by  this 
addition  to  it ;  the  Local  Bodies  should 
have  the  power  of   accumulating   this 
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grant.  They  ought  not  to  be  obliged 
to  spend  it,  and,  it  may  be,  waste  it 
year  after  year.  I  know  the  Town 
Councils  have  come  to  the  considera- 
tion of  how  this  money  is  to  be  spent 
with  a  good  deal  of  anxiety.  Why 
should  they  be  obliged  to  spend  the 
money  all  in  one  year  ?  If  thev  are 
allowed  to  save  it  up  and  make  it  the 
foundation  of  a  common-good  fund, 
such  as  many  of  the  towns  of  Scotland 
used  to  have,  that  money  would  be  a 
most  valuable  nest-egg  to  the  County 
Council.  I  earnestly  ask  the  Govern- 
ment to  consider  this  point — that  in 
addition  to  giving  the  Local  Bodies 
discretion  as  to  the  use  they  are  to  put 
the  money  to,  they  should  also  have 
the  power  of  accumulation.  With 
regard  to  the  sum  that  is  pro- 
posed to  be  devoted  to  secondary 
education,  so  far  as  my  information 
goes,  I  think  it  is  too  small.  I  should 
say  that  not  less  than  £75,000  would 
be  necessary  for  the  purpose.  The 
proposal  to  split  up  the  educational 
endowments  is  an  entire  impossibility. 
These  endowments  must  remain  local- 
ised. The  question  is  —  and  it  is 
an  all-important  question  —  how  is 
this  money,  which  it  is  proposed  to 
devote  to  secondary  education,  to  be 
administered?  The  Government  pro- 
posed that  it  should  be  administered  by 
the  Education  Department.  Let  them 
remember  that  this  is  local  money, 
and  it  is  so  called  even  under  the 
title  of  the  Bill.  It,  therefore,  ought 
not  to  be  administered  by  any  central 
department  whatever.  I  look  with  the 
greatest  anxiety  and  jealousy  on  the 
proposal  if  it  is  really  persevered  in  by 
the  Government.  I  am  aware  that  the 
Scottish  Education  Department  is  not 
only  faithfully,  but  most  zealously 
and  ably,  administered  at  the  pre- 
sent moment,  but  that  is  no  reason 
for  placing  in  its  hands  what 
I  might  describe  as  an  uncon- 
stitutional discretion  in  the  disposal 
of  public  money.  There  is  no 
precedent  to  be  found  for  it  in  the 
large  sums  that  passed  through  the 
hands  of  the  Education  Department 
under  the  Act  of  1872,  because  the 
money  goes  out  almost  automati- 
cally and  according  to  rules,  so 
that  it  was  impossible  to  favour  one 
school  mora  than  another.     But  by  the 
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present  proposal  it  would  be  the  duty 
of  the  Department  to  pick  and  choose 
here  and  there  what  part  of  Scotland 
was  to  get  the  dole  out  of  this  educa- 
tion   money.      And    why  should  this 
expedient   be    resorted   to     when  we 
have    a    much    better  one  at    hand? 
and  that    is   that    the  distribution  of 
the     money     should      be      by     the 
counties.      The    proper    authority  to 
administer  the    money  is   the  County  I. 
Council.     It  is  local  money,  and  ought  I. 
to  be  locally  administered,  and  in  the  I 
manner  which  the   Local  Authorities  I 
thought  the  best.     Speaking  generally.  ■ 
the   County  Councillors  are,  for  the 
most    part,   the    pick    of    the  School 
Boards,   and    are    therefore    perfectly 
competent  to  form  a  sensible  plan  to 
meet  the  educational  needs  of  their  own 
county.      Let  the  Government  look  to 
the    precedent    of    the    Welsh   Inter- 
mediate Education  Act  of  1889,  under 
which   it  is  the  duty  of  the  County 
Council  to  form  an  educational  scheme 
for  the  wants  of  the  community.    I 
think  this  money  ought  to  be  available 
both  for  intermediate  education  as  well 
as  secondary  education. 
*(6.40.)     Mr.    J.    A.     CAMPBELL 
(Glasgow  and  Aberdeen  Universities): 
I  congratulate  my   right  hon.  Friend 
the    Lord    Advocate     on    the    clear- 
ness of  his  statement  in   introducing 
the  Bill.      I    join    the   hon.  Member 
opposite    in     expressing     satisfaction 
that  the  claims  of  secondary  education 
are  recognised  by  the  Government  in  the 
measure.     On  this  subject,  however,  ft* 
to  the  application  of  the  monev,  one 
must    reserve  his    opinion    until    the 
details  of  the  scheme  are  made  known  to 
the  House.    I  am  not  prepared  to  say 
that  the  Scottish  Education  Department 
is  not  a  very  fit  source  from  which  the 
scheme  should  emanate,   but  a  great 
deal  will  depend  on  how  the  money  is 
to  be  applied,  and  we  have  no  informa- 
tion from  the  Lord  Advocate  to  enable 
us  to  give  a  decided  opinion  on  the  sub- 
ject in  its  details.    I  am  sorry  to  find  my 
hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  South  Lan- 
arkshire   not    quite    clear    as  to  the 
principle  of     applying    part    of    this 
money  for  the  promotion  of  secondary 
education.       In     Scotland    we    have 
always  considered  secondary  education 
to  be  mixed  up  with  primary  education* 
so      that      they      could      not      very 
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desire.  After  all,  the  sum  to  be  given! 
if  divided  equally  among  the  four 
Universities,  will  only  amount  to 
£7,500  each.  That  is  not  so  large  an 
amount  as  to  lead  us  to  suppose  that 
there  will  be  no  more  need,  for  private 
benefactions  to  extend  these  institu- 
tions, to  found  new  Chairs,  and  so  on ; 
but  it  will  go  a  great  way  towards 
making  it  possible  to  put  them  in 
thoroughly  good  working  order  under 
the  new  constitution  which  this  House 
has  recently  given  them.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Leith  (Mr.  Munro  Fer» 
guson),  while  not  wishing  to  say  any- 
thing against  the  Universities,  objected 
to  this  part  of  the  Government  pro* 
posals,  because  their  Parliamentary 
representation  is  not  entirely  to  his 
mind.  In  reply,  I  may  say  this  :  that 
this  money  is  not  for  the  Parliamentary 
representatives,  nor  for  the  graduates 
who  elect  them,  but  to  enable  the 
Universities  to  do  better  work  as 
teaching  institutions;  and  the  hon. 
Member  may  console  himself  with  the 
thought  that  if  the  Universities  do  their 
work  with  greater  efficiency,  they  will 
in  the  future  turn  out  better  graduates 
— men  who  will  possibly  exercise  a 
better  judgment  in  the  selection  of  their 
Parliamentary  Representatives. 

(6.48.)  Dr.  CLARK  (Caithness) :  I 
look  upon  this  question  from  another 
standpoint  than  that  of  the  hon .  Members 
who  have  spoken  ;  and  I  do  not  know 
that  it  is  necessary  for  me  to  move  an 
Amendment,  but  I  intend  to  vote 
against  the  First  Reading  of  this  Bill, 
and  to  oppose  it  from  its  first  stage  till 
its  last.  I  am  very  strongly  opposed 
to  this  dying  Parliament,  which  does 
not  represent  the  feeling  of  Scotland 
to-day — trying  to  tie  the  hands  of 
future  Parliaments  in  reference  to  this 
matter.  I  am  astonished  at  my  right 
hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Bridgeton 
looking  at  England  and  Scotland  from 
the  same  standpoint.  Of  this  grant  of 
£175,000,  £75,000  is  to  go  to  the- 
Parochial  Boards.  Well,  one-half  of 
that  will  be  a  present  to  the  landlords,, 
because,  as  my  right  hon.  Friend  is 
aware,  in  Scotland  one-half  of  the  rate 
is  levied  upon  and  paid  by  the  landlord, 
and  the  other  half  by  the  occupier. 
So  that  as  regards  one-half,  or  £37,500, 
there  is  no  doubt  at  all  that  it  will 
go  to  the  relief  of  the  landlords.     Then 


all  be  entirely  separated  ;  and  if  we 
id  that  primary  education  is  a  fit 
tbject  to  receive  money  which  might 
»  said  to  be  claimable  by  the  rate- 
tyers,  we  may  in  the  same  way  claim 
mb  same  character  for  secondary 
Uication.  I  am  sure  there  will  be  no 
esatisfaction  in  Scotland  with  this 
•plication  of  a  portion  of  the  money, 
•ovided  the  scheme  for  its  distribution 
>  a  fair  and  reasonable  one.  It  is  of 
xportance  that  this  should  be  done. 
or  educational  measures  of  late  years 
ive  rather  thrown  secondary  educa- 
>n  into  the  background.  It  has 
ten  said  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
an  the  Member  for  Bridgeton 
at  the  working  man  has  not  the 
me    interest    in     secondary   schools 

his  neighbours  who  are  better  off. 
it  in  the  speech  of  the  right  hon. 
mtleman  who  was  Lord  Advocate 
it  year,  we  had  an  assurance 
>m  the  Government  that  they  would 
osider  the  importance  of  having 
silities  for  deserving  youths  who  are 
t  themselves  in  a  position  to  obtain 
mission  to  secondary  schools,  finding 
trance  to  them  as  bursars.     That  is 

principle  which  has  been  largely 
Jewed  in  many  parts  of  Scotland,  and 
hope  the  Government  will  provide 
me  facilities  for  extending  the 
stem.  On  the  subject  of  assistance 
the  Universities,  I  have  to  acknow- 
ige  with  satisfaction  that  our 
rims  have  been  very  fairly  met 
the  Government,  I  will  say 
is,    however,    that    no    grant  given 

this  way  to  the  Universities  must 
i  looked  upon  as  a  closing  of  the 
count,  or  as  if  we  are  thereby  to 
lease  the  claim  which  the  Universities 
kve,  as  national  institutions,  to  any 
pport  from  Government  which  is 
ally  necessary  for  their  maintenance 
id  prosperity.  But  the  Act  of  Parlia- 
ent  passed  a  year  or  two  ago  for  the 
niversities  has  exposed  them  to  great 
Iditional  expenses,  and  without  some 
tch     assistance    as    it    is     proposed 

give  them  in  this  Bill  it  will 
i  almost  impossible  to  put  in 
uctical  application  the  Act  of  1889. 
believe  that  what  is  proposed  to  give 
em  now  will  go  a  great  way 
wards  making  it  possible  to  apply 
at  Act  in  such  a  manner  as  to  benefit 
e  Universities  as  the  country  would 
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another  share  is  to  go  for  the  relief  of 
rates  in  the  counties  in  burghs ;  and 
assuming  that  only  15  per  cent,  goes 
to  the  relief  of  the  landlords,  that  at 
once  gives  £15,000  that  will  go  to  the 
landlords. 

An  hon.  Member  :  They  will  get 
22  per  cent. 

Dr.  CLAKK  :  Well,  I  will  take  it  at 
15  per  cent,  only ;  I  want  to  be 
moderate.  Well,  then,  at  least  £50,000 
will  thus  at  once  go  into  the  pockets  of 
the  landlords ;  and  those  who  have 
bought  estates  with  certain  burdens  on 
them  will  immediately  have  the  value 
•  of  their  property  increased  by  the 
proposed  application  of  this  grant. 
That  is  for  the  present  year ;  but 
ultimately  the  whole  will  go  into  the 
pockets  of  the  landlords,  so  that  we 
are  by  this  Bill  simply  voting  a  subven- 
tion of  £175,000  to  the  Scotch  land- 
lords. I,  for  one,  am  strongly  opposed 
to  that ;  I,  for  one,  want  to  secure  the 
very  opposite.  In  the  past,  landlords 
iiave  been  turning  all  the  burdens  they 
took  upon  themselves  on  to  the 
shoulders  of  the  tenants,  and  I  want  to 
turn  back  those  burdens  upon  the  land- 
lords. I  therefore  hope  that  when  this 
Parliament,  which  was  elected  upon 
false  pretences,  goes  back  to  the  con- 
stituencies, the  new  Parliament  will 
consist  of  men  of  a  different  type  alto- 
.  gether — men  who  will  be  animated  by 
new  ideas.  The  proposed  method  of 
distributing  this  grant  simply  means 
the  taxing  of  industry  for  the  benefit  of 
the  landlords.  The  workers  of  Scot- 
land are  the  people  who  contribute 
four-fifths  of  this  money  ;  yet  not  one- 
fifth  of  it  will  go  back  into  their 
pockets.  Here,  again,  you  are  trying  to 
rob  the  workers  for  the  benefit  of  this 
privileged  class  of  landlords.  I  do  not 
object  to  the  contribution  to  be  given 
towards  secondary  and  technical  educa- 
tion, but  the  £30,000  to  the  Universi- 
ties I  do  object  to  on  historical  grounds. 
When  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
three  years  ago  brought  in  a  Bill  by 
which  he  proposed,  by  giving  £46,000 
to  the  Scotch  Universities,  to  free  this 
Parliament  from  the  pledge  given  at  the 
Union  to  maintain  the  Scotch  Universi- 
ties, I  opposed  that  proposal.  I  think 
'the  Member  for  the  Stirling  Burghs 
(Mr.  Campbell-Bannerman)  is  scarcely 
accurate  in  what  he  said  as  to  Scotland 

Dr.  Clark 


getting  more  than   England  for  Uni- 
versity purposes.      The  English  Di- 
versities were    endowed    bv   Goven- 
ments  and  Parliaments.     t"he  Scotek 
Universities    were    not  so    endowi 
They  came  under  the  control  of  tin 
bodies  constituting  them,  and  they  gut 
annual  votes  for  their    maintenance, 
which  is  a  wider  and  better  svsten 
than   that  of  England,   a  system  by 
which   Parliament  has  been  able  to 
retain     control    of    the    Universities. 
Then ,  when  we  united  with  England,  tba  ' 
was  one  of  the  burdens  which  was  to 
be  taken  over  by  the  united  Parliament 
We  had  the  privilege  of  taking  upon  u 
our  share  of  the  English  burdens,  not 
one  of  which  has  been  lightened  for 
us ;    but   England,  to   its  eternal  difr 
grace,  has  been  lightening  her  burdew 
so     far     as     Scotland    is    concerned. 
Where  she  does  carry  out  her  bargain 
she  gives  a  miserable  thousand  pounds, 
say,  to  the  National  Gallery.     In  every 
way   I   hold  that   Scotland  has  bees 
badly  treated  by  England,  just  as  ii 
this    case    the     Chancellor    of    the 
Exchequer,  by  giving  £46,000  to  tha 
Universities,  sought  to  relieve  Parli* 
ment  of  the  promise  to  maintain  the 
Scottish  Universities.     I  opposed  that 
proposal    persistently,   and  until  thi 
Chairman   of    Committees  refused  to 
take  any  more  Amendments  from  me. 
I  say  you  have  taken  upon  yoursehei 
the  burden  of  the  Scotch   Universities 
We  have  taken  the  burden  of  yon* 
National  Debt  and  other  burdens ;  and 
you  must  carry  out  your  part  of  the 
agreement  as  we  have  done  ours,  and  I 
will  tease  this  House  in   the  future,  ao 
I  have  done  in  the  past,  until  I  can  get 
for  Scotland  financial  fair  play.    On 
these  grounds  I  oppose  this  Bill ;  but  I 
admit  that  what  you  may  have  a  right  to 
do  is  to  give  your  gift  to  the  landlord! 
for  this  year.     You,  however,  want  to 
pass  a  Bill  that  would  tie  the  hands  of 
what  may  be  a  much  more  Democratic 
House     of    Commons     through     the 
action     of     the     House     of     Lords. 
Well,     I     do    not     care     if    vou   do 
bring   in    the    House    of    Lords.    We 
are  going  to  tight  the  House  of  Lords ; 
but  I  think  the  only  true   and  honest 
course  for  Members  who  think  as  I  do 
is  to  vote  against  this  Bill   in  all  its 
stages.     I  am  opposed  to  its  principle. 
You    may      apply     it    in    tnis    way 
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r  England.  The  English  Members 
;ve  frittered  away  this  money  and 
;ve  lost  it ;  but  we,  the  Scot- 
It  Members,  refuse  to  do  so. 
ir  position  with  reference  to  rating 
s  always  been  different  from  that  of 
B  English  Members.  I  am  willing 
at  this  money,  which  we  must  have 

our  equivalent  grant,  should  be 
ent  for  any  purpose  for  which  there 
at  present  no  rating  power.  If  you 
e  it  for  a  purpose  for  which  you  have 
ready  a  rating  power,  then  you  are 
rowing  away  the  money.  If  my  hon. 
iend  the  Member  for  North  Aberdeen 
Lr.  Hunter)  brings  in  a  scheme  for 
nsions  in  Scotland,  and  allows  us  to 
it  the  pension  question  in  Scotland 

we  did  Free  Education,  then  I 
>uld  support  the  use  of  this  money 
tirely  for  that  purpose,  although  I 
ree  that,  to  a  certain  extent,  it  would 
me  to  relief  of  the  rates  in  the  end. 
it  as  far  as  I  am  concerned,  my 
iention  is  to  oppose  this  Bill  in  any 
&pe  or  form.  The  only  thing  you 
ve  a  right  to  do  is  to  settle  the 
estion  for  the  present  year,  but  not 
tie  our  hands  in  the  next  Parlia- 
int. 

j[9.55.)  Mr.  MARK  STEWART 
[irkcudbright) :  The  hon.  Member  for 
lithness  (Dr.  Clark)  has  avowed  a 
dicy  which  I  cannot  think  will  be 
ary  acceptable  to  his  own  constitu- 
te ;  and  I  shall  be  curious  to  see 
ow  many  Scotch  Members  will  follow 
im  into  the  Lobby  if  he  carries  out  his 
atention  to  divide  the  House.  He 
eems  to  think  that  this  Bill  is  thrown 
Qt  as  a  sop  to  the  landed  interest. 
Dr.  CLARK  :  Hear,  hear. 
Mr.  MARK  STEWART:  Well,  I 
hink  not.  I  would  point  out,  in  the 
xsfc  place,  that  in  his  county  the 
rofters  pay  two-thirds  of  the  taxes 
nd  the  proprietors  one-third.  I 
elieve  that  the  opposite  to  that  is  the 
Me  in  the  burghs.  But  then,  again, 
re  find  that  the  proprietors  pay  the 
ounty  rate,  and  they  have  hitherto 
aid  large  portions  of  the  cost  of 
be  formation  of  new  roads  and 
ridges,  and  still  do  so.  They 
bo  pay  half  of  the  road  rate 
nd  half  of  the  poor  rate.  But 
lere  are  other  rates  which  fall 
cchisively  on  the  shoulders  of  the 
roprietors,  such  as  those  under  the 


Cattle  Diseases  Acts  and  other  matters: 
which  it  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  go  • 
into   at  this    moment.      To   say   that 
£100,000,  to  be  given  in  relief  of  local 
rates  levied  by  the  Councils  is  a  sop 
to  the  landlords,  therefore,  is  not  at  all' 
the  case,  and  is  very  far  from  being  in 
any  way  accurate.      The  way  in  which 
the   Government  propose    to    allocate- 
this    £100,000  •  will,    I    maintain,    be 
found  to   be    most    equitable    to    the 
country    at    large.      We   had   a  large 
meeting  some  weeks  ago  in  Scotland  of 
various     bodies     interested     in     this 
matter,  and  they  came  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  a  large  proportion — a  half — 
of  this  grant  should  go  for  the  relief  of 
the   rates,  leaving   the   application   to 
particular  rates  to  the  discretion  of  the- 
different  Local  Authorities.   It  was  not,, 
as    the     right     hon.    Gentleman     the* 
Member  for  the  Stirling  Burghs  hadf 
said,  to  be  stereotyped  ;  but  it  was  to 
be   left   entirely   to   the   discretion    of 
those  who  levied  the  rates  to  decide  how 
the  grant  was  to  be  applied.  Well,  now*, 
the  Bill  has  met  with  general  accep- 
tance in  this  House,  but.there  are  many 
questions  which   must    come    up    for- 
further  discussion,  and  one  of  them  will 
relate  to   the   £60,000  to  be  given  for 
secondary  education.  It  is  a  most  impor- 
tant provision  of  the  Bill,  but  one  which 
it  will  be  difficult  to  carry  into  practice* 
I  suppose   in   country  districts   it  will 
be    used    to    provide    more    teaching- 
power  in  the   schools.     It    is  all  very 
well   to   put  in  another  master ;    but 
although  sometimes  there  will  be  many 
farmers'  sons    anxious    to     reap    the 
benefit     of    secondary    education,    at 
others  there  will  be  very  few  to  attend 
a  class.     Any   clause   on   this  subject 
ought  to  be  an  enacting  clause,  appro* 
priating  a  certain   sum   for   secondary 
education  each  year.      While  I  have 
always  been  a  friend  of  technical  edu- 
cation, I  must   honestly  say  that  my 
view  is  not  shared  in  my  part  of  the 
country.  I  should  like  to  know  whether 
the  Local  Authority  would  be  permitted 
to  use  any  part  of  the  grant  out  of  the 
£40,000  for  building  as  well    as  for 
teaching    purposes?      I     believe   the 
allocation  made  by  the    Government 
generally  will  meet  with  the  approval 
of  the  whole  country,  and  satisfy  the 
people  of  Scotland,  whether  Liberals  or 
Tories,  University  or  otherwise,  and  I 
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ues  on  the  Budget.  The  right  hon. 
[ember  for  the  Stirling  Burghs  has 
kken  a  departure  from  general  Liberal 
rmciples  on  this  occasion.  I  should 
agret  the  money  going  into  the  pockets 
f  the  landlords  ;  but  I  think  in  the 
Municipalities  five-sixths  of  this  amount 
wold  go  direct  into  the  pockets  of  the 
Aiepayers,  and  only  one-sixth  into  the 
ocket  of  the  landlord.  It  may  be  dif- 
srent  in  rural  districts,  but  represent- 
or an  urban  constituency  including  a 
dgpectable  working  class,  I  feel  satisfied 
hat  not  10  per  cent,  of  them  would  be 
fcvourable  to  this  money  being  devoted 
oany  other  purpose  than  the  reduction 
t  the  rates.  I  trust  the  Government 
rill  re-consider  their  proposals,  and  act 
pon  the  representations  made  to  them 
y  the  strong  deputation  which  waited 
ii  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  and 
be  Lord  Advocate  in  reference  to  this 
latter. 

(7.25.)  Mr.  A.  BIRKELL  (Fife,  W.) : 
Vhen  the  Members  for  Glasgow  do 
gree  their  unanimity  is  wonderful, 
ley  seem  to  be  disturbing  the 
louse  by  introducing  into  it  a  new 
*arty,  and  I  am  not  surprised  that  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  has  not 
►een  in  his  place  during  any  part  of  the 
vening  to  witness  what  is  the  some- 
what degrading  spectacle  of  the  Repre- 
entatives  of  Scotland  meeting  together 
o  discuss,  not  the  question  of  what 
axation  may  be  necessary  or  useful, 
rat  how  certain  swag  should  be  dis- 
posed of.  I  can  see  no  reason  in  the 
speech  of  the  Lord  Advocate  to  justify 
lis  arbitrary  division  of  this  fund,  and 
[  am  sure  he  will  not  say  he  has  acted 
lpon  any  profound  or  certain  calcula- 
aon,  or  gone  upon  anything  but  the 
rule  of  thumb.  It  is  much  too  soon 
»  proceed  by  Bill  in  this  matter. 
Fhere  is  one  omission  in  it  which  all 
Parties  regret,  and  that  is  that  an 
>pportunity  has  not  been  taken  for  ab- 
solutely freeing  primary  education. 
With  reference  to  the  £60,000  for  inter- 
mediate education,  the  Lord  Advocate 
ought  have  plucked  up  courage  to 
extend  the  amount  to  £75,000.     I  re- 

rit  the  introduction  of  this  Bill,  and 
feel  sure,  if  it  is  proceeded  with, 
is  no  doubt  it  will  be,  it  will  only  in- 
jrea8e  the  discontent  of  the  Scotch 
rith  the  way  in  which  their  business 


is*  transacted  in  this  House,  and  their 
wishes  overruled  by  an  English  majority. 

(7.29.)     Mr.  MARJORIBANKS 
(Berwickshire) :    I  do  not  wish  to  go 
into  the  details  of  this  scheme,  but  I  do 
wish  to  place  on  record  the  fact  that  I 
object  to    the   scheme   altogether.      I 
maintain    that  ,  the    Government    are 
going  to  rob  Scotland  in  this  matter, 
and  not  to  obtain  any  great  national 
advantage.     Here  you    have   a    great 
sum    of    £260,000    a  year,   and   how 
are  you  going  to  use   it?     Simply  to 
try  to  blind  as  many  different  classes 
in    Scotland     as    you     possibly     can. 
Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  is  not  the  way 
to  deal  with  a  great  national   matter 
like  this.  Windfalls  of  £265,000  a  year 
do  not  come    to  Scotland   every  day, 
and  therefore,  I   say,  this  sum  ought 
either  to  have  been  used  for  some  great 
scheme   of  national    education,   some 
great  scheme,  like  that    of  the  hon. 
Member    for     Aberdeen,    of    national 
pensions  for   Scotland,  or  some  other 
scheme    for   the   benefit  of   the  whole 
people  of  Scotland.     Several  references 
have  been  made  as  to  how  the  different 
classes  of  the  community  would  benefit 
from  using  this  money  in  relief  of   the 
rates  if  the  Government  scheme  were 
adopted.     Calculation  has  been  made, 
I  think,  with  regard   to  Edinburgh,  in 
which  it  all  came  out  in  a  very   clear 
manner.      The  Treasurer  of  that   city 
calculated  that  he  would  have  £33,000 
to  deal  with   this  year — that  is  for  the 
coming  year  and  the  current  half-year, 
and  on  that  he  calculated  that  he  would 
be  able  to  reduce   the  rates  by  3d.  in 
the  £.     What  benefit  would  that  confer 
on   the  ratepayers  ?     Forty  per   cent, 
would  have  2s.  6d.  each  in  their  pockets; 
28  per  cent,  would  have  their  burdens 
lightened  by  sums  varying  from  2s.  6d. 
to  5s.  ;   19  per  cent,  would  have  sums 
varying  from  5s.    to  12s.  6d.  ;    and  13 
per  cent,  would  absorb  in  varying  pro- 
portions  more  than  one  -  half  of  the 
entire  grant.     That  is  to  say  that  13 
per  cent,   of  the  population,  and  they 
the  richest  and  best  able  to  bear  rates, 
would     receive     the     greatest    relief. 
It  seems  to  me,  Sir,  that  that  calcula- 
tion absolutely  condemns  the  proposal 
of  the  Government. 

(7.35.)  Mr.  J.  P.  SMITH  (Lanark, 
Partick) :    There  is  one  point  in  regard 
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to  this  fund  on  which  we  shall  all 
agree  :  it  ought  not  to  be  stereotyped. 
The  Bill  fixes  it  at  £265,000,  bemg  a 
certain  proportion  to  the  amount 
granted  to  England.  Now,  if  there  is 
one  thing  more  certain  than  another,  it 
is  that  the  charge  for  free  education  in 
England  will  increase,  and  we  should 
take  care  that  Scotland  has  her  fair 
share  of  that  increase. 

Sir  CHARLES  PEARSON  :  The 
amount  will  fluctuate  each  year  accord- 
ing to  the  fluctuation  of  the  correspond- 
ing amount  for  England. 

Mr.  J.  P.  SMITH  :  That  will  remove 
and  explain  some  difficulties.  It  seems 
to  me  that  inside  the  division  made  by 
the  Government  between  the  claims  of 
rates  and  education  there  will  be  other 
division?; — between  Municipal  and 
Countv  Councils  and  Local  Boards,  in 
respect  to  the  amount  to  be  devoted  to 
the  local  rates.  There  will  be  a  great 
disappointment  among  these  bodies  at 
the  fact  that  in  future  years  they  will 
receive  less  than  in  the  present  year. 
The  Lord  Advocate  did  not  say  who 
were  to  be  the  residuary  legatees  of  this 
fund,  and  obtain  anything  which  is  over 
the  exact  figures  he  specified. 

Sir  CHARLES  PEARSON  :  That 
would  go  to  increase  the  £175,000  in 
relief  of  local  rates. 

Mr.  J.  P.  SMITH:  That  ought  to 
go  a  good  way  in  satisfying  the  Town 
and  County  Councils.  It  is  the  Muni- 
cipal and  County  Council  rates  which 
need  relief  more  than  those  imposed  by 
Parochial  Boards  ;  the  latter  in  respect 
to  the  general  poor  rate  are  diminish- 
ing positively  and  more  rapidly  as 
valuation  increases.  It  is  proposed  to 
distribute  this  money  according  to 
valuation  ;  but  the  result  will  be 
that  the  rates  in  counties  will  be  dimin- 
ished three  times  as  much  as  in  the 
boroughs.  The  assessment  in  counties 
is  almost  three  times  as  great  as  in  the 
towns,  and  the  population  in  the  towns 
is  nearly  three  times  as  great  as  that  in 
the  counties.  In  regard  to  the  money 
devoted  to  education  a  question  will 
arise  between  Universities  and  Schools. 
I  do  not  say  anything  against  the 
claims  of  the  Universities  to  £20,000, 
yet  as  they  are,  to  a  large  extent, 
national  institutions,  a  share  of  that 
money  should  come  from  the  general 
fund    of   the  country,    and    not  from  I 

Mr.  J.  P.  Smith 


that  specially  for  Scotland.  I  canrot 
agree  with  the  hon.  right  Mem- 
ber for  Bridgeton  in  his  attack 
on  the  Elective  Bodies  who  hud 
been  dealing  with  the  schools  and 
making  the  best  of  them  fee  schools. 
I  have  been  round  looking  in  England 
and  Scotland  at  the  best  schools  I 
could  find,  and  I  must  say  that  the 
equipment  of  the  school  I  saw  at  Govan 
was  better  than  any  of  those  I  saw. 
The  hon.  Member  for  South  Lanark- 
shire said  that  this  scheme  would  be  of 
no  use  to  the  country.  It  is  of  the 
utmost  importance  that  in  any  scheme 
of  secondary  education  special  care 
should  be  taken  to  make  it  apply  to 
rural  districts  as  well  as  to  the 
towns.  I  think  it  might  be  done  by 
developing  the  higher  branches  of  study 
in  the  schools.  I  feel  that  to  some 
extent  we  ought  to  have  local  work  in 
the  administration  of  this  money, 
something  corresponding  to  the  case  of 
Welsh  Intermediate  Education,  though 
I  agree  with  the  control  being  to  a  great 
extent  in  the  hands  of  the  Scotch 
Education  Department.  In  a  general 
way  it  seems  to  me  that  the  Government 
may  be  very  well  satisfied  with  the 
reception  accorded  to  their  scheme. 
It  has  been  a  very  difficult  task  indeed 
to  satisfy  all  the  claims  on  this  fond; 
but  it  will  be  a  great  blessing  to  hon. 
Members  living  in  Scotland  to  have  an 
Act  passed  which  will  save  us  from  the 
continual  and  inconsistent  claimants 
from  all  sides. 

(7.40.)  Mr.  J.  BRYCE  (Aberdeen, S.): 
I  was  inclined,  when  the  Lord  Advocate 
introduced  the  Bill  to  congratulate  him 
on  inaugurating  his  representation  of 
the  Government  in  Scotch  affairs  by 
introducing  a  Bill  which  would  give  a 
large  gift  of  money  to  Scotland.  But 
since  I  have  listened  to  the  debate  and 
seen  how  much  diversity  of  opinion 
exists  among  Scotch  Members,  how 
much  work  there  is  before  us  before  we 
get  rid  of  the  allocation  of  the  money, 
I  am  not  sure  that  lean  make  that  con- 
gratulation. There  is  something  very 
peculiar  in  the  way  in  which  the  Ques- 
tion conies  before  us.  As  a  rule  Bills  of 
this  kind  would  be  framed  with  a  view  of 
providing  for  an  object  which  everybody 
desired,  and  that  we  should  go  to  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  and  ask 
him  to  provide  the  money.    But  here 
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-we  reverse  the  order.  We,  having  a 
sum  of   money  thrown  at   our  heads 

"which    has     not    been    disposed     of, 

'have  to  find  some  way  of  disposing  of 
it.  This  is  a  grant  in  aid  of  local 
taxation  which  has  never  been  asked 

'  for  by  Scotland.  It  will  be  recollected 
that  the  question  was  brought  up  by 
English  County  Members  on  account 

-of  the  undue  pressure  of  the  rates  upon 

*  them,  and  they  called  on  the  Govern- 
ment to  relieve  the  pressure.  In  those 
debates  I  do  not  think  there  was  any 
indication  of  a  similar  demand  on  the 
part  of  the  Scotch  Members.    However, 

•something  has  been  done  to  relieve  the 
rates  in  England,  and  an  equivalent  is 
.given  to  Scotland.  I  believe  I  may 
say  with  some  confidence  that  there 
does  not  exist  among  the  people  of 
Scotland  a  desire  for  a  relief  of  the 
rates — at  any  rate  it  does  not  exist 
outside  of  Glasgow.  The  Town  Council 
of  the  city  I  represent  is  in  favour  of 
the  proposal,  and  the  Parochial  Boards 
will  be  glad  to  get  the  money,  but  I  do 
not   believe  that    they  represent    the 

•opinion  of  the  mass  of  the  people  of 
Scotland.  If  we  were  to  take  a 
plSbiscite  of  the  boroughs  of  Scotland 
as  to  the  disposition  of  the  money,  we 

'should  have  an  overwhelming  majority 
against  expending  it  in  relief  of  rates. 
I  believe  the  reason  of  that  is  that  the 
relief  would  not  be  to  the  majority  of 
the  ratepayers,  but  to  a  minority, 
because  it  would  go  to  the  pockets  of 
the  wealthier  class.  This  money  would 
have  furnished  an  opportunity  for  con- 
ferring some  great  and  permanent 
benefit  on  Scotland.  It  is  a  serious 
incidental  evil  in  this  case  that  the 
relief  which  appears  to  be  given  to  the 
ratepayers  by  the  grant  from  the  cen- 
tral Exchequer  will  not  be  found,  in 
the  long  run,  a  standing  benefit  to 
them,  because  it  is  generally  found  that 
instead  of  producing  a  diminished  charge 
on  the  ratepayers  it  only  produces  a 
somewhat  larger  expenditure,  and 
therefore  I  do  not  believe  that  the 
benefit  to  be  derived  from  the  grant  to 
Parochial  Boards,  for  instance,  will  be 
so  great  as  the  Government  appear  to 
expect ;  it  will  be  felt  only  to  the  ex- 
tent of  50  or  60  pir  cent,  of  the  whole 
grant.  Surely,  ±vlr.  Speaker,  the  great 
difference  of  opinion  which  has  been 
shown  to-night  among  Scotch  Members 
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as  regards  the  distribution  of  the  money' 
furnishes  an  extremely  effective  argu- 
ment against  disposing  of  the  money 
once  for  all  by  the  scheme  of  the 
Government  Bill.  When  we  see  all 
these  differences  between  the  Scotch 
Members  with  regard  to  the  rates 
as  between  town  and  country,  and 
with  regard  to  the  Universities  and 
secondary  education,  there  is  surely 
a  very  strong  case  for  not  pro- 
ceeding rashly  and  wholly  in  this 
matter ;  for  giving  the  people  of  Scot- 
land and  their  Representatives  here 
opportunity  to  consider  the  matter  in 
future  years,  and  to  see  how  the  experi- 
ment works  we  are  asked  to  try  is  suc- 
ceeding, and  to  take  the  true  constitu- 
tional view  in  money  questions ;  of 
having  an  opportunity  in  each  Session 
of  considering  the  matter,  and,  if  neces- 
sary, taking  away  some  of  the  money 
from  appropriations  where  it  is  not 
doing  well,  and  giving  it  to  some  other 
purpose.  When  we  come  to  the  Second 
Reading  I  hope  the  Government  will 
see  the  force  of  the  argument  used  at 
the  beginning  of  the  Debate,  and  say 
that  this  shall  only  be  done  by  Bill 
for  one  year.  On  the  question  of 
secondary  education  we  hope  also  to 
have,  not  a  suggestion  that  this  sum  of 
£60,000  should  be  applied  according  to 
the  goodwill  of  the  Scotch  Education 
Department  in  pursuance  of  Minutes 
framed  by  that  Department,  but 
a  real  scheme  for  the  reform 
and  extension  of  secondary  education. 
We  have  not  heard  from  the  Lord 
Advocate  the  intentions  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  the  matter  of  secondary  edu- 
cation, and  we  ask  that  some  inquiry 
shall  be  held  on  the  matter,  or  the  mind 
of  Scotland  consulted  during  the 
Recess.  There  has  been  some  discus- 
sion amongst  the  teachers,  but  the 
view  of  Scotland,  as  a  whole,  has  not 
been  troubled  on  the  question,  and  we 
are  asked  to  vote  this  money  without 
any  idea  as  to  how  the  Scotch  Educa- 
tion Department  may  deal  with  it.  I 
agree  that  there  is  now  a  great  oppor- 
tunity to  re-develop  secondary  educa- 
tion, which  is  the  weak  point  in  our 
Scotch  education.  We  feel  that  this 
sum  of  £60,000  should  be  taken  to  put 
secondary  education  on  its  feet.  One 
hon.  Member  referred  to  the  fact  that, 
though  we  have  large  educational  en* 
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dowment8  in  Scotland,  they  are  so 
tied  up  by  local  restrictions  that  we 
cannot  dispose  of  them  in  places  where 
they  are  most  needed.  The  example  of 
Wales  is  very  much  in  point.  The 
Endowed  School  Commissioners  have 
re-distributed  school  endowments,  and 
have  met  with  much  opposition,  but  if 
you  give  power  over  the  local  endow- 
ments to  Local  Authorities  that  ex- 
perience does  not  occur.  Proposals 
for  the  re-distribution  of  endowments 
which  would  not  be  listened  to  if  they 
came  from  the  Charity  Commissioners 
have  been  accepted  and  carried  through, 
with  little  friction,  when  they  came 
from  the  County  Council.  I  think  the 
same  would  be  the  case  in  Scotland  if 
we  created  County  Authorities  to  deal 
with  the  question  of  secondary  educa- 
tion. I  believe  you  would  be  acting 
entirely  in  accord  with  Scotch  opinion 
if  you  were  to  endeavour  to  create  a 
Scotch  Local  Authority  to  deal  with 
the  matter.  If  we  let  this  £60,000 
now  slip  through  our  fingers  and 
give  it  away  as  some  piece  of 
patronage,  to  be  disposed  of  by 
the  Scotch  Education  Department, 
we  lose  the  chance  of  establishing 
a  truly  national  system  of  secondary 
education,  and  that  is  another  reason 
why  I  hope  the  Bill  will  not  be  accepted 
as  a  final  settlement  of  the  question,  but 
that  the  House  will  insist  on  retaining 
in  its  hands  the  control  of  this  fund, 
and  will  insist  on  revising  its  applica- 
tion in  the  light  of  the  experience  of  a 
year  or  two. 

(7.55.)  Mr.  C.  S.  PARKER  (Perth) : 
I  quite  agree  that  where  money  is  asked 
for  it  is  easy  to  appoint  a  Departmental 
Committee  to  inquire  into  the  matter. 
But  the  situation  is  at  once  altered 
when  there  is  money  at  the  back  of  the 
Government  recommendations.  J  regret 
that  there  should  be  the  least  appearance 
of  endeavouring  to  settle  finally  a  ques- 
tion which  is  hardly  ripe  yet,  and 
which  would  be  the  better  for  more 
consideration.  I  think,  on  the  First 
Reading,  we  should  look  at  the  broad 
question,  how  it  is  that  we  are  dealing 
in  this  unusual  wav  with  the  nionev. 
My  experience  of  the  House  goes  back 
further  than  that  of  the  lion.  Member 
for  Aberdeen,  and  I  cannot  agree  that 
there  has  at  no  time  been  a  demand  in 
Scotland   for   relief  from  the  growing 
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local  burdens.     No  doubt,  their  pro- 
sure  is  felt  more  in  England,  because 
thay  fall  in   the  first  instance  on  the 
occupier,  while  in  Scotland  they  tie 
divided  between  occupier  and  owner. 
But  I  remember  the  time  when  I  stood 
almost  alone,    as  a    Liberal    County 
Member,  in  this  House  in  voting  against 
proposals  to  relieve  local  burdens  at 
the  expense  of  the  Exchequer.     Strong 
pressure  was  put  upon  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  in  the  old  House  of 
Commons  to  relieve  the  local  rates.    I 
think  the  present  situation  has  arisen 
largely  out  of  the  difference   between 
England  and  Scotland.    There  was  not 
the   strong  demand   in    Scotland    for 
relief  of    the    local   rates,   and  when 
money  was  coming  to  us  the  ratepayers 
were    open    to    receive   proposals  for 
freeing     education,     and     there    was 
almost  unanimity   in   their    desire  to 
have  the  money  applied  in  that  way.   I 
ask  the  right  hon.  Member  for  Bridget  on 
whether  the  expressions  with  regard    I 
to  applying  the   money  were  equally 
strong  in  his  mind  in  former  years  when 
the   question   arose  as  to  free  educa- 
tion ?      Because  •  precisely    the   same 
argument  applies.      I  believe  there  is 
in  Scotland  to-day  a  strong  desire  that 
this  money  should  go,  not  to  relieve 
the  rates,   but  for  the   relief  of  free 
education,    which   is  in  all   countries 
largely  helped  either  by  the  Municipal- 
ities or  by  the  Government.     And  the 
organisations  that  should  go  along  with 
it  might,  if  we  had  time  to  consider  it, 
be  fullv  elaborated ;  but  this  is  a  Bill 
containing  so  many  other  matters,  and 
devoted  so  largely  to  the  relief  of  rates, 
one  can  hardly  expect  that  the  time  of 
Parliament  can  be  devoted  to  it.    Bat 
I  am  glad  to  say  that  we  have  had  it 
very  clearly  defined,  and  we  also  had 
it  from  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
when  he  yesterday,  answering  a  depu- 
tation that  waited  upon  him,  intimated 
that  a  considerable  part  of  the  monev 
would  go  to  secondary  education,  anci 
be  spread  over  the  country  at  large  in 
order  to  restore  the  old  state  of  things 
in  schools,  in  which  most  boj-s  were 
able,  near  their  own  homes,  to  obtain 
assistance  for  higher  education.     Some 
of  the  money  proposed  to  be  devoted 
would  strengthen  the  staff  in  a  large 
number  of  smaller  parish  schools,  and 
with  that  staff  so  strengthened,  I  believe 
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you  might  accomplish  the  objects  of 
elementary  education,  and  give  a  better 
education  to  pupil  teachers  and  carry 
on  continuation  schools  in  the  evening. 
You  will  have  two  trained  masters 
instead  of  one,  and  you  will  also  have 
pupil  teachers  very  much  better, 
while  in  addition  you  would  have 
what  an  hon.  Member  asked  for  upon 
the  other  side,  a  fusion  of  schools  better 
conducted  in  the  country,  because  a 
staff  of  two  masters  would  be  very 
much  better  able  to  give  instruction 
than  one.  On  the  other  hand,  there  is 
a  very  difficult  question,  and  one  which 
should  not  be  altogether  left  to  the 
Education  Department — to  determine 
how  the  money  for  secondary  educa- 
tion should  be  distributed.  I  am  in- 
clined to  think  that  the  best  way  would 
be  to  have  recourse  to  the  County 
Councils  to  say  where  these  schools 
should  be  established.  It  is  familiar 
to  many  Members  that  the  endowments 
of  Scotland,  where  they  exist,  cannot 
be  counted  upon,  as  the  funds  through- 
out Scotland  are  strictly  localised. 
Public  opinion  would  not  tolerate  them 
being  taken  away.  I  think  County 
Councils  should  have  charge  of  the  new 
funds  in  order  that  they  may  work 
together,  in  order  to  set  up  a  system  of 
secondary  education  throughout  Scot- 
land. My  own  feeling  is  that  the 
Government,  in  the  difficult  situation, 
has  not  been  altogether  unwise.  I  do 
not  for  a  moment  impute  Party 
motives,  but  to  take  neither  of  the 
extreme  views,  that  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  the  Stirling 
Burghs  nor  that  of  the  right  hon. 
Member  for  Bridgeton.  I  think  that 
in  the  small  relief  given  to  this  country 
there  should  have  been  a  larger  por- 
tion devoted  to  education  ;  but  at  all 
events,  seeing  the  pressure  that  has 
been  in  force,  I  think  it  is  not  a 
matter  of  surprise  that  they  should 
have  come  to  a  compromise,  and  have 
divided  the  money. 
*(8.40.)  Dr.  CHAKLES  CAMERON 
(Glasgow,  College) :  This  Bill  has  been 
spoken  of  by  hon.  Members  who  have 
addressed  the  House  on  the  subject  as 
a  boon  to  Scotland.  I  do  not  regard  it 
as  a  boon  to  Scotland  in  any  respect. 
According  to  hypothesis,  the  amount  of 
taxation  which  Scotland  has  con- 
tributed towards   Imperial   funds,   to- 


wards that  portion  of  the  funds  out  of 
which  the  proposed  grant  is  given,  is 
£265,000,  plus  the  expenses  of  collect- 
ing and  distributing  that  money  ;    and 
what    does  she    get  back  ?      We  are 
to  get  £265,000  more,  and  the  cost  of 
collecting  and    distributing  are  to  be 
defrayed  in    the  process ;     therefore, 
Scotland  is  by  so   much  the  poorer. 
But  of  the  £265,000  which  has   been 
raised   in    Scotland   by   taxation,   the 
poorer    classes,  who    paid   about  half 
the     Imperial     taxation,     have    paid 
£137,500,     and     the     richer     classes 
£137,500.      But  the    burden   of  local 
taxation     falls    differently    upon    the 
community.     The  richer  classes  pay  at 
least  three-fourths  of  the  local  burden, 
and  the  poorer  classes  not  one-fourth. 
Now,  I  know  that  the  hon.  Member 
for   Aberdeen   will  put  the  difference 
much  higher,  but  I  am  well  within  the 
mark  when  I  say  that  the  richer  classes 
pay  at  least  three-fourths  of  the  local 
taxation   and  the   poorer  classes  not 
one-fourth.      What  is  the  position   in 
which  the   poorer  ratepayer  will  find 
himself  under  this  Bill  ?     He  has,  as 
I  have  said,  contributed  £137,500 ;  and 
out  of  that    he  receives  back,  in  the 
shape  of  remission  of  rates,  one-fourth, 
or,    say,   £44,000.      And  what  is  the 
benefit  he  gets  from  secondary  educa- 
tion ?   Now,  I  doubt  whether  the  poorer 
classes  will  reap  a  benefit  out  of  the 
£60,000  grant  for  secondary  education 
to  the  extent  of  £10,000.      But  I   am 
willing,  for  the  sake   of  argument,   to 
admit  that  they  will  derive  a  benefit  of 
about  one-third  of  the  grant,  or,  say, 
£20,000 ;  that  will  make  £64,000— the 
reduction     of      rates,     £44,000,     and 
secondary     education,     £20,000,      or 
£64,000  in  all — which  the  poor  ratepayer 
will    receive    in    the    shape     of     this 
boon     for     the     payment     of     which 
he  had   himself  contributed  £137,500. 
In   other    words,    he    will  find    him- 
self     minus     £73,500     through     the 
operation  of  the  boon.     What  will  be 
the  position   of   the   richer  classes  of 
the  community?    If    they  pay  about 
three-fourths      of     the      rates,     they 
will  receive  a  sum  in  relief  of  the  rates 
of  £129,000,  and  that  is  the  total  that 
all  of  them  will  get  who  have  not  got 
sons  and  daughters  whom  they  wish  to 
give  secondary  education  to,  or   send 
to  the  Universities.     That  is  all  they 
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will  get,  and  they  will  find  themselves 
a  good  many  thousand  pounds  short. 
I  entirely  disagree  with  the  prin- 
ciple of  these  Grants  in  Aid,  and 
entirely  dissent  from  the  statement  that 
this  is  a  boon.  There  can  be  no  more 
vicious  system  than  the  system  of 
giving  grants  from  the  Imperial  Ex- 
chequer in  relief  of  local  taxation ; 
and  one  of  my  objects  in  desiring  to  see 
this  Bill  passed  in  a  shape  as  analogous 
as  possible  to  that  passed  several  years 
ago  in  the  case  of  England  is  that  it 
may  put  an  end  to  this  see-saw,  and  set 
aside  once  and  for  ever  this  system 
of  resorting  to  Grants  in  Aid. 
As  regards  secondary  education,  I  have 
always  considered  that  the  duty  of  the 
State  is  entirely  different  from  its  duty 
in  the  matter  of  primary  education. 
Where  primary  education  is  compul- 
sory, I  have  always  inclined  to  the  prin- 
ciple that  it  should  be  free.  If  the 
State  thought  fit  to  enact  that  educa- 
tion should  be  compulsory,  it  did 
so,  I  take  it,  on  the  ground  that 
an  uneducated  man,  so  far  as  the 
three  K's  are  concerned,  was  a 
dangerous  member  of  society,  and  it 
decided  that  he  should  receive  a 
primary  education  for  the  purpose  of 
putting  him  on  an  equal  footing  with 
the  general  population,  and  that 
being  so,  it  appears  to  me  clearly 
to  be  the  duty  of  the  State  to  pro- 
vide for  him,  without  cost  to 
him,  the  education  that  was  forced 
upon  him.  But  the  State  does  not 
appear  to  me  to  owe  any  such  duty  in 
the  case  of  secondary  education.  That 
is  a  luxury.  I  should  like  to  know 
what  secondary  education  is,  for  there 
appears  to  me  to  be  the  greatest  fog 
hanging  over  the  House  to-night  as  to 
what  is  secondary  education.  The 
Lord  Advocate,  when  asked  whether 
secondary  education  included  technical 
education,  said  he  could  not  say. 
The  whole  thing  has  been  left  over 
to  a  Minute  of  the  Education 
Department.  My  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Perth  said  that  one- 
half  of  the  giant  to  be  given  for 
secondary  education  should  be  devoted 
to  doubling  the  teaching  staffs  in 
country  schools.  Is  that  secondary 
education  ?  Why,  I  should  have 
thought  it  was  strengthening  primary 
education.       Certainly,  if    it     would 
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be  called  secondary  education  in    the 
counties,  it   should  be  called  primary 
education  in  the  towns.     Now,  I    ask, 
what  is  secondary  education  ?     Does  it 
mean    Latin   and  Greek  ?       ["  No."] 
Well,     then,    what     does     it     mean? 
If      it      mean      Latin      and     Greek, 
I  entirely  object  to  the  public  money 
being  spent  upon  teaching  Latin  and 
Greek  free  of  cost,  for  it  appears  to  me 
that   we   have   too    much    Latin  and 
Greek  already ;  it  appears  to  me  that 
that  is  especially  true  at  a  time  when 
we  find  the  greatest  Greek  scholars  in 
the  Universities  proposing  that  Greek 
as  a  compulsory  subject  should  be  al- 
together done  away  with.     We  have 
been  told  that  the  traditions  of  Scot- 
land are  different  from  those  of  England, 
and    that    secondary  education  is  no 
longer  on  the  same  footing  as  in  olden 
times.     Why  is  it  not  ?    If  Latin  and 
Greek,  French    and  German,  mathe- 
matics,   light    and    heat,     electricity, 
&c,    constitute    secondary  education, 
as    I    think    they    must  *  be    held  to 
do,   provision   is     already     made    for 
teaching      them      in      the      ordinary 
public  school  curriculum.     I  have  the 
Report  of  the  School  Boards  of  Scot- 
land in  my  hand,  and  I  find  that  i 
very  large   number   of  children  were 
presented  on  such  subjects.    It  appears 
to  me  that  if  you  wish  to  teach  them 
more  than  the  most  wretched  smatter- 
ing of  education,  what  you  have  got  to 
do  is  to  improve  your  Code.     What  is 
wrong  with  the    Code  provisions  for 
secondary     education     is     that    the 
grants  are  so  distributed  as  to  tempt 
boys  to  pass  through  a  standard  m 
which    they    learn    something   by  a 
little  easy  cramming  without  givingthem 
any  useful  knowledge  of  the  subject* 
that  are  taught.     Before  the  passing  of 
the  Primary  Education  Act,  and  for  a 
considerable    time    afterwards,    there 
was  a  very  large  number  of  educational 
endowments  in  Scotland  available  for 
the  purposes    of    primary    education. 
And  after  the  Education  Act  had  been 
passed,  before  the  fees  had  been  done 
away  with,  and  when  the  expenses  of 
education    had   been    largely   thrown 
upon   the    rates,  a   Commission   was 
appointed,  and  it  was  enacted  that  en- 
dowments for  the  payment  of  fees  and 
primary    education    were    not    to   be 
applied  to  the  relief  of  the  ratepayer, 
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Irat  that  they  should  be  made  available 
for  the  purpose  of  secondary  educa- 
tion. These  endowments  for  the  pur- 
poses of  primary  education,  for  the 
payment  of  fees  at  the  time  they  were 
exigible,  were  appropriated  for  the  pur- 
poses of  secondary  education ;  the 
result  is  that  in  Scotland  there  is  a  sum 
of  £191,000  available  for  that  purpose, 
and  that  does  not  include  the  sum  of 
£23,000  belonging  to  the  City  of  Glas- 
gow, and  which  would  raise  the  figure 
to  over  £214,000.  In  many  parts  of 
Scotland  there  may  be  a  want  of 
secondary  education  in  the  counties, 
and  certainly  I  do  not  desire  that  the 
counties  should  not  have  their  wishes 
gratified  in  that  respect ;  but  there  is 
no  want  in  the  large  towns.  In  Glas- 
gow they  have  more  money  than  they 
know  what  to  do  with  ;  in  Edinburgh 
they  are  still  better  provided  for ;  and  I 
am  told  that  in  Aberdeen  it  is  the  same 
thing.  ("  No.")  I  do  not  hold  that 
the  hon.  Member  for  Aberdeen  can  be 
held  to  represent  the  views  of  his  con- 
stituents in  this  matter.  But  at  all 
events  the  members  of  the  Glasgow 
Town  Council,  and  it  is  stated  the 
Parochial  Boards  of  Glasgow,  are  all 
united  in  giving  expression  to  this 
view  ;  and  at  the  deputation  to 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
the  other  day  one  of  the  speakers  was 
the  Lord  Provost  of  Aberdeen,  and  that 
gentleman  said  that  notwithstand- 
ing the  valuable  services  rendered 
by  the  hon.  Member  and  his  hon. 
Colleagues  in  urging  upon  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Aberdeen  the  claims  of  secon- 
dary education,  notwithstanding  that 
a  Municipal  Election  had  taken  place, 
the  Town  Councillors  were  unanimous 
in  favour  of  this  fund  being  allocated 
not  to  secondary  education,  or  not 
even  in  part  to  secondary  education, 
but  entirely  to  the  relief  of  the  Muni- 
cipal and  County  Council  rates.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Stirling  said,  and  said  truly,  that 
there  was  no  demand  from  the  Scotch 
ratepayers,  or  the  Scotch  rating  autho- 
rities for  grants  in  aid  for  Scotland ; 
and  he  was  perfectly  right.  But,  of 
course,  if  you  go  and  dangle  a  sum  of 
nearly  a  quarter  of  a  million  before  the 
eyes  of  a  nation,  you  cannot  expect 
but  that  there  would  be  some  claimants 
for  the  money.     Why,  in  the  language 


of  the  most  popular  lyrical  poet  of  the  day, 

"  If  you  want  to  move  the  lot, 
Pat  a  penny  in  the  slot." 

And  certainly,  when  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  put  his  penny  in  the  slot, 
he  succeeded  in  arousing  any  number  of 
claimants.  One  Gentleman  wishes  it 
in  order  to  have  improvements  in 
fisheries  carried  out ;  another  wishes  it 
for  piers  and  harbours ;  another  for  old 
age  pensions.  The  secondary  educa- 
tionists have  considerable  organisation, 
and  they,  of  course,  make  their  claim ; 
and  the  Universities  make  their  claim. 
Although  I  would  rather  see  the  money 
restored  to  the  source  from  which  it 
came,  the  practical  question  is,  what, 
are  we  to  do  with  it?  The  rate- 
payer has  been  regarded  by  some 
person  as  hostis  humani  generis. 
I  entirely  dissent  from  this  view  of  the 
ratepayer.  He  bears  certain  burdens  of 
the  State,  and  the  next  best  thing  to- 
putting  that  money  back  into  the  pockets 
from  which  you  took  it  is  to  give  it  to  the 
ratepayers.  That  is  preferable  to  any- 
thing else  I  have  heard  proposed.  I  am 
glad  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Lord 
Advocate  has  indicated  that  the  sum 
dealt  with  in  the  Bill  is  not  a  fixed  sum, 
but  that  it  will  be  capable  of  being  ex- 
panded in  the  proportion  in  which  the 
English  grant  is  expanded.  The  ex- 
planation of  the  Lord  Advocate  on  that 
point  is  perfectly  satisfactory.  As  to 
the  suggestion  of  the  Member  for 
North-East  Lanark  (Mr.  Donald 
Crawford)  to  the  effect  that  County 
Councils  should  have  power  to  accumu- 
late ,  the  grant  and  make  it  into  a 
Common  Good  that  I  would  strongly 
deprecate.  So  far  as  the  towns  are 
concerned  the  Common  Good  is  a  fund 
out  of  which  everything  that  will  not 
bear  criticism  by  the  ratepayers  is  paid. 
In  Glasgow,  when  there  was  starvation 
existing,  a  deputation  waited  on  the 
Corporation  and  asked  for  employment 
to  be  provided  and  paid  for  out  of  the 
Common  Good.  They  were  told  "No, 
that  was  quite  impossible ;  that  the 
wants  of  starving  men  could  be  met 
out  of  the  Common  Good ; "  but 
when  it  was  desired  to  find  £500  for 
a  banquet  there  was  no  difficulty 
whatever  in  getting  it  out  of  the 
Common  Good.  That  being  so  it  ia 
not  a  desirable  thing  that  the  County 
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Councils     should     imitate    the    Town 
Councils  in  this  matter.     It  has  been 
suggested  that  it  is  wrong  to  give  any 
money   simply   in   relief  of  rates,  and 
that  if  any  money   is   to   be   given  it 
should    be   ear-marked   for   a  special 
purpose.     I  entirely  dissent  from  that 
view.     I  do  not  believe  in  ear-marking. 
When  the  right  hon.   Gentleman   the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  proposed 
to   ear-mark   certain   taxes  there  was 
nobody  more  ready  to  denounce  that 
than  the  colleagues  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman   on   the   Front   Bench.     If 
you  want  to  give  money  for  purposes 
for  which  Local  Authorities  are  not  at 
present  empowered  to   levy  rates,  let 
the  Local  Authorities  be  invested  with 
the  necessary  power  to  rate  the  inhabi- 
tants for  such  a  purpose ;  but  do  not 
cripple  the  powers  of  Local  Authorities. 
Local  Authorities  are  much  more  sharp- 
ly looked  after  than  the  Central  Authori- 
ties, and  manage  their  own  affairs  more 
in  accordance  with  popular  feeling  and 
with  greater  economy.      But,   if  you 
want  to  give  money  for  a  distinct  and 
specific  object,  I   would   say,  do   not 
give  any  grants  except  in   those  cases 
in  which  your  conditions  are  complied 
with,   and   unless  you   saw  that   you 
were    getting    value    for    the   money. 
That  was  the  mistake  which  was  made 
in    connection     with    free    education. 
Grants  were  given  to  schools  in  which 
free  education  was  not  supplied.     But 
if  secondary  education  is  to  be  provided 
by   any  Authority,    School   Board,   or 
County  Council,  give  no  grant  unless 
they  cany  out  your  policy,  and  then 
you  can  rely  upon  getting  at  least  some 
value  for  your  money.  There  is  another 
point  I  would  like  to  mention.    I  notice 
that  the  £110,000  for  the  half  of  the 
current  year  is  dealt  with  in  the  Bill, 
and  is  also  included  in  a  Supplementary 
Estimate. 

The    LORD     ADVOCATE:     It    is 
dealt  with  by  a  clause  in  the  Bill. 

*Dr.  CAMERON :  If  dealt  with  by 
a  clause  in  the  Bill,  is  there  any  object 
in  having  a  Supplementary  Estimate? 
Would  it  Tiot  be  better  since  you  have 
the  Supplementary  Estimate  to  take  the 
Supplementary  Estimate  and  vote  the 
money  at  once.  Then  as  to  the  per- 
manent allocation.  I  do  not  see, 
from  a  practical  point  of  view,  how 
you     can     deal     with      it     otherwise 

Dr.  Charles  Cameron 


than  by  Bill.  If  the  £110,000  were 
now  voted  the  Government  would  be 
in  a  position  in  which  they  would  not 
be  obliged  to  hurry  forward  the  Bill 
in  order  to  get  it  through  by  the 
31st  March,  and  the  Scotch  people 
would  be  allowed  time  for  its  consider- 
ation. I  shall  certainly  not,  Sir,  follow 
the  unusual  course  of  opposing  the 
First  Reading  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  ESSLEMONT  (Aberdeen,  E.|: 
Our  friends  have  come  here  with  prac- 
tical unanimity,  and  have  spoken  as  if 
Glasgow    represented     the    whole    of 
Scotland.     They  make  no  recognition 
of  the  smaller  towns,  and  speak  as  if 
Glasgow  represents  the  condition  and 
mind  of   Scotland  as   a  whole.     Now, 
Sir,  the  people  of  Glasgow  are  in  the 
fortunate  position  of  having  very  rich 
endowments  available  for  the  purposes 
of  education,  and  they  have  urged  that 
it  is  the  duty  of  the  Government  to 
listen   to  the   voice  of   the   Parochial 
Boards  and    Town    Council,    and  to 
exclude  the  whole  of  the  rest  of  Scot- 
land from  this  Bill.     That  has  been 
the    attitude    of    the  Representatives 
of     Glasgow    all     through.       Sir,  it 
seems  to   me  that  there    now   arises 
under  this  Bill  an  opportunity  which 
will  not  occur  again  in  a  generation,  of 
putting     higher     schools,     secondary, 
continuations,  and  technical  schools.ona 
footing  which  has  been  impossible  in 
the  past,  and  may  be  impossible  in  the 
future,  unless  this  golden  opportunity 
be  seized.     I  recognise,with  gratitude, 
what  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  says. 
He  put  his  linger  on  the  sore  when  he 
said  that  in   continuation   schools  in 
rural  districts,  where  there  is  a  lan$ 
population,    the    difficulty  is  for  the 
people  to  get  for  their  children  educa- 
tion within  reach  of  their  own  homes. 
These   people  cannot  afford  to  board 
their     children     out,     cannot     afford 
to   send  them   to   Glasgow   or    Edin- 
burgh, or   Aberdeen ;    and,   therefore, 
I    would     impress     upon     the     Lord 
Advocate    the    importance     of     these 
evening  schools,  and  the  necessity  for  dis- 
seminating them  throughout  the  coun- 
try districts.  Although  there  are  already 
educated    persons    there    who    would 
supply  the  teaching  power,  they  have 
not  the  necessary  laboratories,  mechani- 
cal and  other  appliances,  to  put  technical 
education  in  motion,  neither  have  they 
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ne  money  wherewith  to  meet  such  an 
spenditure.  What  is  of  more  impor- 
mee  to  three-fourths  of  the  population 
baa  day  schools  is  evening  schools. 
>o  what  you  like,  the  fact  remains  that 
t  14  years  of  age  the  children 
re  obliged  to  take  service  somewhere 
Q  the  towns  or  villages  or  agricultural 
astricts.     Education  is  practically  lost 

0  them  before  they  have  reached 
he  age  of  21.  If  you  establish  these 
echnical  schools  I  will  not  say 
hat  everybody  will  go  to  them,  but 
here  are  certainly  many  tradespeople 
fid  others  who  will  do  their  best  to 
vail  themselves  of  these  evening 
ehoolt.  Our  country  parishes  are  in  a 
florae  position  than  they  were  before 
be  Education  Act.  Thanks  to  the 
ood  quality  of  many  of  the  teachers 

1  the  parochial  schools,  there  were 
Iways  a  number  who  took  a  great 
iterest  in  promising  scholars  and 
rought  them  on  to  the  University. 
>ut  since  the  pressure  of  the  Act  of 
372  came  the  teachers  have  not  been 
acouraged,  and  less  has  been  done  for 
igher  education  in  the  rural  districts 
lan  was  done  before  the  passing  of  the 
cotch  Education  Act.  Now  there  is 
l  this  £265,000  great  opportunity 
>r  providing  well  equipped  even- 
lg  schools,  and  I  most  earnestly 
ress  the  Government  not  to  be  stinted 
l  giving  money  for  such  a  pur- 
ose.  £60,000  out  of  £270,000  is  a 
espicable  sum  to  apply  for  such  a  pur- 
ose  as  that  which  I  have  mentioned.  It 
i  all  very  well  to  depreciate  a  smatter- 
lg  of  higher  education,  but  the  more 
ou  get  of  the  beginning  of  it  the  more 
ou  will  get  of  the  continuation  of  it, 
ad  the  greater  the  number  of  scholars 
ho  spend  a  year  at  the  secdndary 
ihools  or  at  the  Universities  the 
jtter  will  it  be  for  the  country.  I  do 
)t  think  that  in  this  matter  the  voice 

the  counties  has  been  sufficiently 
jard.  I  do  not  think  the  Government 
lould  listen  to  Glasgow,  which  is 
oated  in  its  wealth,  for  the  purposes 

secondary  education.  Let  them 
kther  listen  to  the  voice  of  the  people 

Scotland.  We  have  been  twitted 
ith  the  difference  of  opinion  which 
is  been  disclosed  on  our  Front  Bench  ; 
it  J  think  that  the  Member  for 
ridgeftoii  has  been  drawn  into  the 
>rtex  of  Glasgow.     Perhaps,  not  being 


a  Scotchman,  and  not  having  the 
national  instincts,  he  cannot  so  well  ap- ' 
predate  rural  Scotch  education.  Sir,  the 
Parochial  Boards  cannot  be  said  to  be 
representative  so  long  as  the  plural  pro- 
perty vote  exists,  and  I  think  this  money 
should  rather  be  given  to  the  Town  and 
County  Councils,  who  are  elected  on  a 
popular  vote.  If  you  distribute  it  in 
relief  of  rates  you  save  them  from  the 
criticism  of  their  own  constituents. 
If  you  do  not  bind  them  down  to  that 
there  will  be  a  power  over  the  popu- 
larly elected  bodies  which  will  make 
them  consider  whether  they  have  been 
right  or  whether  they  have  been 
wrong.  My  hon.  Friend  beside  me 
(Mr.  Hunter)  will  speak  for  the  City,  I 
speak  for  the  County  of  Aberdeen,  who 
have  not,  in  my  opinion,  been 
sufficiently  considered  in  this  matter. 
Sir,  these  are  the  main  considera- 
tions which  I  have  to  submit  to  the 
House.  In  the  first  place,  you  must 
take  into  consideration  the  great 
difference  between  the  rural  districts 
and  small  towns  and  the  larger  towns 
and  cities.  In  the  second  place,  this 
is  the  grandest  opportunity  that  we 
shall  ever  see  of  completing  secondary 
and  higher  education  in  Scotland,  and 
I  plead  to  the  Government  not  to  fix 
their  minds  too  closely  on  the  specific 
sum,  because  I  believe  it  will  be  shown 
that  £60,000  is  far  too  little  and  far 
less  than  ought  to  be  given  for  edu- 
cational purposes.  In  the  third  place, 
I  say  that  to  whatever  purpose  you 
apply  this  money,  so  far  as  the  counties 
are  concerned,  the  very  last  purpose  you 
should  devote  it  to  is  the  relief  of  the 
Parochial  Boards.  If  you  give  it  to 
them  it  will  be  an  unqualified  and 
unadulterated  present  to  the  landlords. 
(9.30.)  Mr.  W.  A.  HUNTER  (North, 
Aberdeen) :  In  the  Bill  now  before  the 
House  the  Government  have  made 
provision  for  the  Universities ;  they 
have  made  provision  for  the  middle 
class  who  are  interested  in  secondary 
education ;  they  have  made  ample 
provision  for  the  landlord;  but  what 
have  they  done  for  a  person  not  alto- 
gether to  be  ignored  or  despised — I 
mean  the  working  man?  Working 
men  represent  at  least  three  out  of  the 
four  millions  of  the  people  of  Scotland ; 
and  I  ask  myself  what  provision  is 
made  in  this  Bill  for  the  working  men  ? 
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What  good  is  it  going  to  do  them? 
The  sum  at  the  disposal  of  the 
Government  in  the  present  year  is  not 
less  than  £265,000.  Out  of  that  sum, 
the  total,  so  far  as  I  can  see,  which 
can  ever  reach  the  pockets  of  the 
working  man,  is  £30,000.  £235,000  is 
given  to  what  I  may  call  the  upper  ten 
per  cent,  of  the  ratepayers — the  land- 
owners ;  but  as  for  three  quarters  of 
the  population  of  Scotland,  I  will  defy 
the  Government  to  show  that  a  single 
penny  will  be  given  to  the  work- 
ing man  beyond  the  paltry  sum 
of  £30,000  a  year.  Who  found  this 
money  ?  Hon.  Members  opposite  talk 
as  if  this  money  were  manna 
rained  from  Heaven.  I  will  not  ask 
the  House  to  rely  upon  my  authority 
alone  on  a  question  of  this  financial 
character,  but  I  may  appeal  to  the 
authority  of  a  gentleman  who  stands 
very  high  in  the  estimation  of  a  Tory 
Government — I  mean  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  West  Bir- 
mingham. That  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
among  the  opinions  which,  I  believe, 
he  has  never  recanted,  has  long  ago 
expressed  the  opinion  that  the  working 
olass  pay  at  least  one-half  of  the  Im- 
perial taxation.  We  know  that  in 
Scotland  70  per  cent,  of  the  whole  of 
the  Imperial  taxation  comes,  not  from 
property,  but  from  the  taxes  on  com- 
modities which  are  consumed  by  all 
classes  of  the  community.  We  have 
got  £265,000  a  year,  of  which  £140,000, 
as  near  as  possible,  is  presumably  due 
to  the  working  classes  in  Scotland.  It 
is  taken  out  of  their  pockets,  and  you 
give  them  back  £30,000.  To  the  work- 
ing man,  therefore,  this  Bill  means 
a  net  loss  of  £100,000  or  £110,000 
a  year.  In  fact,  the  whole  of 
this  system  of  financial  legislation 
inaugurated  by  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  is  nothing  more  nor  less  than 
a  fraudulent  device  by  which  money  is 
taken  out  of  the  pockets  of  the  working 
classes  and  put  into  the  pockets  of 
landowners  and  the  richer  classes  of 
the  community.  This  scheme  of 
raising  money  by  Imperial  taxation  and 
giving  it  to  local  rates  is  the  grossest 
and  most  impertinent  fraud  that  can 
possibly  be  attempted  on  the  working 
man.  Let  anyone  consider  the  different 
position  in  which  the  working  man 
stands  with  regard  to  Imperial  taxation 

Mr.  W.  A.  Hunter 


and  local  rates.  I  will  take  only  one 
article — tobacco;  and  I  will  assume 
that  a  working  man  consumes  only  two 
ounces  of  tobacco  in  the  week.  That 
will  be  admitted  to  be  the  consumption 
of  a  moderate  smoker.  The  duty 
which  the  working  man  pays  upon  two 
ounces  of  tobacco  a  week  is  equivalent 
to  a  poor  rate  in  Scotland  of  8s.  in  the 
pound  on  the  average  rent  of 
the  working  man  in  Aberdeen. 
Consequently,  a  more  ingenious,  a 
more  subtle  device  for  robbing  the 
poor  and  enriching  the  rich  has  never 
been  devised  than  this  most  ingenious 
plan  of  raining  gifts  from  heaven  on  the 
people  of  Scotland  in  the  shape  of 
relief  of  rates.  Even  in  regard  to  the 
one  part  of  the  Government  scheme 
which  is  not  absolutely  and  wholly  in- 
defensible— I  mean  the  provision  they 
make  with  regard  to  education — the 
Government  have  carefully  abstained 
from  doing  anything  which  will  be  of 
the  slightest  use  to  the  working  man 
in  Scotland,  and  have  skilfully  drafted 
all  their  provisions  for  the  exclusive 
benefit  of  the  landlord  class.  There 
are  still  some  elementary  schools  in 
Scotland  in  which  fees  are  charged. 
Nothing  is  done  by  the  Government  to 
abolish  this  iniquitous  impost.  The 
most  crying  and  urgent  want  of  an 
educational  system  in  Scotland  is  the 
want  of  evening  continuation  schools. 
Unfortunately,  the  exigencies  of 
life  compel  working  men  to  withdraw 
their  children  from  school  at  a 
period  at  which  their  minds  have  not 
matured  and  the  lessons  they  have 
received  have  not  sunk  deep  into  their 
minds,  and  it  is  of  the  utmost  impor- 
tance to  the  cause  of  education  that 
these  boys,  when  they  leave  school  to 
commence  work,  should  be  taken  up 
in  the  evening  classes.  What  does 
this  Bill  do  for  evening  classes  ?  Not 
a  word — not  a  whisper  I  Because 
these  evening  classes  are  intended  for 
working  men,  and  the  Government 
have  entirely  forgotten  the  existence  <& 
the  working  man  in  Scotland.  A 
question  was  put  to  the  Lord  Advocate 
as  to  what  he  meant  by  secondary 
education.  No  one  could  suppose  it 
was  possible  for  any  Government  to 
talk  of  secondary  education  as  mean- 
ing anything  which  did  not  inclnde 
technical    education.      But    the  Lord 
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advocate  said  he  did  not  think  that 
econdary  education  included  technical 
lucation.  I  will  not  enlarge  upon 
a&t  point,  because  it  is  too  absurd  a 
asition  to  take  up.  It  is  abso- 
itely  necessary,  whatever  money 
i  spent  on  secondary  education, 
lat  technical  education  shall  hold  the 
rst  place.  I  agree  so  far  with  my  hon. 
riend  the  Member  for  the  College 
K vision  that  secondary  education,  per 
j,  has  not  any  claim  or  right  to  be 
laintained  at  the  public  expense.  If 
;  were  a  question  purely  of  providing 
lore  than  an  elementary  education,  I 
oubt  if  you  could  make  out  a  good  claim 
pon  the  rates ;  but  I  think  you  can 
lake  out  a  good  claim  upon  the  rates 
:  you  so  provide  secondary  education 
hat  every  boy  of  real  ability  who  ought 
o  be  educated  shall,  notwithstanding 
he  poverty  of  his  parents,  have  an 
pportunity  of  being  educated.  And  I 
Lave  always  held  that  provision  for 
econdary  education  in  Scotland  must 
e  associated  with  a  system  of  private 
lursaries  or  scholarships,  by  which  the 
lever  boys  in  the  elementary  schools 
hall  be  able  to  obtain  that  secondary 
education.  There  is  a  genuine 
>ublic  interest  which  shall  justify 
xpenditure  out  of  the  rates  on 
econdary  education.  But  in  every 
>rovision  made  by  the  Government 
vith  regard  to  secondary  education 
hey  entirely  ignore  the  necessities 
uad  the  wants  of  the  working  classes. 
Phe  only  thing  they  are  thinking  of  is 
he  wants  of  the  middle  and  upper 
lasses.  I  must  say  a  word  as  to  this 
tigh  financial  crime  of  taking  money 
iut  of  the  pockets  of  the  working  men 
—out  of  their  tobacco,  whiskey,  and 
ea — to  enrich  the  landlords.  I  adhere 
trongly  to  the  view  of  the  right 
ion.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  West 
Jirmingham,  that  on  the  whole  the 
vorking  classes  do  pay  one-half  of  the 
mperial  taxation.  Now,  how  much 
,re  the  working  classes  going  to  get 
>ut  of  a  reduction  of  the  rates  ?  Two 
rears  ago,  when  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  tried  this  iniquitous  device 
>f  robbing  the  working  man,  we 
lefeated  him  by  bringing  forward  an 
•lternative  scheme — namely,  free  educa- 
ion.  And  having  an  eye  to  the  future, 
nd  being  anxious  to  prevent  any 
epetition,  or  attempted  repetition,  of 


similar  crimes,  I  moved  in  August, 
1890,  for  a  Return  showing  who  were 
the  persons  who  paid  the  rates  in 
Scotland.  That  Return  was  to  dis- 
tinguish between  dwelling  houses, 
farms,  and  other  property,  and  it  would 
have  given  the  most  absolutely  precise 
answer  to  the  question — who  is  to  get 
the  money  if  you  relieve  the  rates  ?  In 
August,  1890,  it  was  agreed  that  such  a 
Return  should  be  made,  and  the  par- 
ticular form  of  the  Return  was  agreed  to 
between  the  Government  and  myself. 
But  I  did  not  expect  the  Government 
would  make  the  Return  in  the  form 
proposed.  I  thought  if  I  allowed 
three  months  for  getting  the  in- 
formation it  was  a  reasonable  time. 
Then  I  thought  that  if  I  allowed  three 
months  more,  that  would  be  sufficient 
for  the  delay  in  the  Scotch  Office. 
After  more  than  that  delay  I  received 
a  communication  from  the  Scotch 
Office  asking  me  to  agree  to  some 
slight  modification  of  the  Return,  and 
of  course  I  agreed.  Then,  later,  an 
Order  of  this  House  was  made  for  a 
Return  of  certain  particulars,  particu- 
lars which  ought  to  have  been  returned. 
From  the  month  of  August  down  to 
the  present  time  no  such  Return  has 
been  made,  nor  have  I  had  any  com- 
munication that  such  a  Return  is  going, 
to  be  made.  And  I  am  not  going  to 
deny  that  I  do  draw  the  inference  that 
the  Government  are  purposely  keeping 
back  that  Return.  And  why?  Be- 
cause the  moment  that  Return  is  made, 
it  will  be  utterly  impossible  for  any 
Government  to  propose  to  the  people 
of  Scotland  to  relieve  the  rates  out  of 
Imperial  taxation,  for,  fortunately,, 
although  I  have  not  got  that  Return, 
I  have  got  figures  which,  for  all  prac- 
tical purposes,  serve  the  same  end.  I 
have  got  precise  figures  for  Aberdeen  ; 
I  have  accurate  figures  for  Glasgow* 
and  equally  accurate  figures  for  Dun- 
dee. How  does  it  stand  for  Aberdeen  ? 
It  stands  in  this  way  with  regard  to 
the  poor  rate  and  the  education  rate  : 
that  three-fourths — that  is,  three  out 
of  four  of  the  ratepayers — pay  only 
one-eighth  part  of  the  gross  rates* 
The  result  is,  that  if  you  give  money 
to  relieve  the  poor  rate,  three-fourths 
of  the  people  of  Aberdeen  will  only 
get  one-eighth  of  that  money. 
Now,with  regard  to  the  municipal  rates- 
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there  is  a  difference  between  them  and 
the  poor  and  the  education  rates.  In 
the  latter,  half  of  the  rate  is  paid  by 
the  owner,  and  that  makes  a  material 
difference  between  the  case  of  Scotland 
and  that  of  England.  In  the  case  of 
the  municipal  rates,  the  owner  in 
Aberdeen  pays  only  about  one-fourth ; 
but  it  still  remains  that  even  with 
regard  to  these  rates,  three-fourths — 
that  is  to  say,  18,000  out  of  24,000— 
pay  only  one-fifth,  or  18  per  cent,  of  the 
municipal  rates.  Now,  how  does  it 
stand  in  Glasgow  ?  I  was  surprised 
that  my  right  hon.  Friend  the  Member 
for  the  Bridgeton  Division  (Sir  G. 
Trevelyan)  did  not  give  us  any  in- 
formation as  to  Glasgow ;  but  I  can 
give  the  information  which  he  might 
have  given,  and  which  would  have  been 
exceedingly  valuable  and  instructive  to 
the  House.  Glasgow  is  a  town  where 
a  very  peculiar  rule  prevails — I  believe 
it  is  the  only  town  in  Scotland  where 
it  does  prevail — namely,  that  for  the 
police  rate  persons  who  live  in  houses 
rented  under  £10  are  charged  only  half 
the  rate.  It  is  the  only  town  in  Scot- 
land where  a  graduated  rate  is  intro- 
duced. Now,  what  is  the  result  in 
•Glasgow?  I  find,  according  to  the 
figures  I  last  got,  that  85,000  rate- 
payers in  Glasgow  pay  £37,000,  in 
round  numbers,  out  of  a  total  rate  of 
£381,000— that  is  to  say,  85,000  of  the 
ratepayers  in  Glasgow  pay  less  than 
one-tenth  of  the  municipal  rates.  Well, 
how  many  pay  the  rest  ?  Thirty-four 
thousand  pay  the  balance  of  these  rates. 
Now,  what  is  the  result  of  giving 
£100,000  to  the  Municipal  Authorities 
in  Scotland  so  far  as  Glasgow  is  con- 
cerned? I  will  take  the  case  of  the 
85,000  who,  roughly  speaking,  may  be 
called  the  working  classes  in  Glas- 
gow. The  total  sum  that  I  suppose 
^Glasgow  would  get  will  be  about 
£14,000  —  perhaps  a  trifle  more. 
Out  of  that  sum,  those  who  are  paying 
under  £5  of  rent  would  receive  9£d. 
per  annum  ;  those  who  pay  over  £5 
.and  under  £8  would  receive  4d.  per 
Annum  ;  those  who  pay  between  £10 
and  £8  would  receive  5id.  per  annum — 
.that  is  to  say,  85,000  people  in  Glasgow- 
would  receive  an  average  benefit  under 
the  Bill  of  4d.  in  the  year.  This  relief 
then  of  rates,  which  my  right  hon. 
Friend  commends  to  us  as  so  noble  an 
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achievement,  with  his  English  notion 
— this    ridiculous    relief    of    rates  to 
85,000  people  in  Glasgow  comes  to  the 
munificent   sum  of   4d.    a  year.     But 
what  does  it  come  to  for  the  richer  rate- 
payers ?    Above  the  £10  line  there  are 
34,000  ratepayers,  and  the  average  they 
would  get  would  come  to  the  magni- 
ficent sum  of  5s.  8d.  per  annum.    Just 
imagine  the  great  merchants  of  Glasgow 
appreciating  a  gift   like  that.     Now, 
these    figures     are    absolutely    exact. 
The  proportion  of   rates  paid  by  the 
great  bulk  of  the  people  of  Scotland  is 
only  one-tenth  of  the  whole;  and  of 
course  the  necessary  consequence  fol- 
lows.    Now,  Sir,  it  has  been  cast  up  to 
us  that  the  Lord  Provost  of  Aberdeen 
appeared  before  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  to 
advocate  this  odious  and  criminal  abuse 
of  public  money — the    application  of 
money  for  relief  of  rates.     Well,  that 
is  a  fact  that   is    naturally  very  im- 
pressive to  right  hon.  Gentlemen  like 
my  Friend  the  Member  for  Bridgeton 
Division,  who  do  not  know  Scotland: 
but  those  of  us  who  have  been  born 
North    of  the  Tweed   put   the  proper 
valuation  on  facts  of  that  kind.    'Why, 
everybody  knows  that  in  the  Town  Coun- 
cils of  Scotland  it  is  absolutely  impossible 
for  a  working  man  to  be  elected,  except, 
of  course,  in  the  rarest  possible  cases. 
In  my  own  constituency,  although  by 
far  the   larger    number    are    working 
men,  it  is  almost  impossible.     Work- 
ing men  cannot  give  up  their  employ- 
ment    and     attend     Town      Council 
meetings  in   the   middle  of  the  day; 
and,  consequently,  the  Town  Council 
is  almost  invariably  composed  of  the 
upper    ten  of    the    ratepayers.      But 
there  is  another  circumstance  that  my 
right  hon.  Friend  may  not  know,  and 
that  is  that,  in  Aberdeen  at  all  events, 
members  of  the  Town  Council  are  not 
elected    for    political    reasons.       The 
present  Lord  Provost  is  what  I  believe 
thev    call    a    Liberal    Unionist ;    and 
Tory  Lord  Provosts  are  very  common 
in  Aberdeen.     A  considerable  number 
of    our    Town    Councillors  are    of    a 
political  complexion   wholly    different 
from   that   of    the  constituency ;   and 
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nothing  could  be  more  erroneous  or 
foolish  than  to  assume  that  the  views 
of  a  Town  Council  on  political  ques- 
tions at  all  harmonise  with  the  views 
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the  constituency.  I  will  tell  you 
it  the  working  men  of  Aberdeen 
tk  of  the  subject,  and  that  is  much 
•e  important  than  the  view  of  the 
m  Council.  It  was  resolved  at  a 
tting  of  the  Trades  Council  of 
rdeen — 

Chat  this  Council  petition  the  Members 
forth  and  South  Aberdeen  asking  them  to 
iieir  influence  to  get  the  equivalent  grant 
ied  for  some  purpose—'  anything,  in  fact ' 
>re  beneficial  to  the  working  classes  than 
of  reducing  the  local  rates. r 

ave  also  had  the  opportunity  of 
ussing  this  question  with  my  con- 
lents,  and  I  know  perfectly  well 
i  if  any  person  should  be  so  111- 
ised  as  to  come  down  to  North 
rdeen  and  oppose  me  for  protecting 
interests  of  the  working  men 
Inst  this  disgraceful  spoliation,  he 
ild  show  a  very  bad  result  at  the 
.  I  now  come  to  the  last  point  of  my 
action,  which  is  to  the  manner  in 
ch  the  Government  propose  to  deal 
a  this  question.  I  say  that  it  is 
ectly  monstrous  that  a  doomed 
rernment,  a  Government  that  has 
xely  forfeited  the  respect  and  the 
fidence  of  the  country,  a  doomed 
rernment  in  a  dying  Parliament, 
uld  use  a  Tory  English  majority  to 
te  upon  the  people  of  Scotland,  and 
inst  the  wishes  of  the  Scotch  Mem- 
3,  an  abuse  of  their  money  totally 
ngnant  to  their  desires  and  to  their 
jrests.  I  say — with  the  greatest 
pecfc — that  this  House  has  no  right 
lispose  of  this  money  beyond  its  own 
n.  The  days,  I  hope,  are  few  when 
shall  all  be  sent  to  our  constituents, 
I  when  we  come  back  from  our  con- 
sents right  hon.  Gentlemen  will 
.  be  sitting  there  ;  and,  therefore,  it 
)erfectly  monstrous  that  they  should 
i  the  Tory  majority  which  they  have 
the  present  moment  in  order  to  force 
the  people  of  Scotland  a  use  of  the 
>ney  which  is  not  supported  and 
ich  will  not  be  supported  by  the 
jority  of  the  Scottish  Members.  It 
y  be  said  that  on  a  former  occasion 
rliament  did  deal  with  the  Scottish 
ltribution  by  means  of  a  Bill — I  mean 
>  Local  Government  Bill  of  1889. 
at  is  perfectly  true,  but  on  that  occa- 
a  Scotch  opinion  was  perfectly 
inimous.  That  was  the  Bill  which 
iblished  free  education ;  and  although 


I  always  felt  that  it  was  a  wrong  thing 
in  principle  to  fix  the  future  distribu- 
tion of  money  which  had  not  yet 
been  raised  by  the  taxpayer  by  Act  of 
Parliament,  nevertheless  on  that  occa- 
sion, when  we  were  perfectly  unani- 
mous and  there  was  no  likelihood  of 
our  decision  being  reversed  at  a  General 
Election,  it  would  have  been  almost 
pedantic  to  have  raised  the  objection 
at  that  time.  But  this  is  a  different 
thing  altogether.  The  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury  is  here  taking  money 
which  is  coming  in  the  main  out  of  the 
pockets  of  working  men.  He  is  giving 
it,  to  the  amount  of  £60,000  at  least, 
direct  to  the  pockets  of  the  landlords. 
As  regards  the  bulk  of  the  remain- 
der, he  is  giving  it  to  a  very 
small  section  of  the  ratepayers. 
If  this  scheme  is  carried  out  in  the 
form  of  a  Bill,  it  could  not  be  altered 
without  the  consent  of  the  House  of 
Lords,  and  it  is  perfectly  monstrous 
that  the  people  shall  not,  in  the  year 
after  next,  be  able  to  dispose  of  their 
own  money  without  the  consent  of  the 
House  of  Lords.  What  is  so  objection- 
able is  not  only  the  wickedness  of 
these  proposals,  but  their  absolute 
futility.  If  you  give  the  £200,000  a 
year  in  aid  of  the  rates,  the  sum  which 
will  reach  the  pocket  of  the  ratepayer 
is  absolutely  insignificant.  It  would 
not  give  three-fourths  of  the  people 
more  than  lOd.  a  head  per  annum, 
and  the  richer  class  would  not  get 
more  than  10s.  or  lis.  a  head.  When 
once  money  has  been  raised  by  taxa- 
tion, it  is  a  thousand  pities  to  fritter  it 
away  in  those  petty  and  almost 
inappreciable  sums,  and  I  should  like 
to  see  this  money  employed  on  some 
large  object.  At  present  there  does 
not  exist  sufficient  unanimity  amongst 
Scotch  Members  to  justify  us  in 
asking  the  Government  permanently 
to  appropriate  this  money  for  any 
particular  purpose.  Suggestions  have 
been  made  for  providing  for  the  un- 
employed and  for  artizans'  dwellings, 
and  there  is  also  the  important  subject 
of  making  some  better  provision  for  old 
age  than  the  workhouse,  by  pensions  or 
annuities.  The  Sub-Committee  —  of 
which  the  Member  for  West  Birming- 
ham is  the  most  conspicuous  Member 
— appointed  last  year  to  consider  that 
matter,  is  approaching  the  conclusion 
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of  its  labours,  and  in  two  or  three 
weeks  will  have  a  definite  scheme  be- 
fore it.  The  money  the  Government 
now  spend  on  rates  is  amply  sufficient 
to  start  a  liberal  scheme  of  pensions 
for  old  age,  and  I  trust  they  will  give 
up  this  unjustifiable  intention,  for  if 
they  persist  in  dealing  with  this  matter 
by  Act  of  Parliament,  we  shall  be 
obliged  to  exhaust  every  Parliamentary 
resource  to  secure  its  defeat.  On  the 
other  hand,  if  they  bring  forward  their 
proposals  in  connection  with  the  Esti- 
mates, they  will  only  affect  a  year  or  a 
year  and  a  half,  and  will  not  require 
the  prolonged  attention  of  Parliament. 

(10.8.)  Mr.  SHAW  STEWART 
(Renfrew,  East):  I  should  not  have 
taken  part  in  this  Debate  if  I  did  not  see 
it  to  be  thought  there  was  no  answer 
on  this  side  of  the  House  to  the 
remarks  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  wrho 
has  just  sat  down.  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man has  the  reputation  of  being  some- 
what in  advance  of  his  time,  and  he 
seems  to  have  imagined  to-night  that 
the  Dissolution  had  already  taken  place, 
and  he  was  addressing  meetings  of  his 
constituents  during  the  heat  of  the 
election.  I  took  down  one  or  two  of 
the  epithets  he  applied  to  the  Govern- 
ment scheme,  which  he  has  called  a  "  cri- 
minal abuse,  an  iniquitous  device,  a 
disgraceful  spoliation,  and  a  financial 
crime."  1  think  such  objections  should 
have  been  applied,  if  at  all,  to  England. 
We  have  only  to  deal  with  the  equiva- 
lent sum,  and  those  arguments  come 
too  late.  The  hon.  Member  took  no 
account  of  the  Probate  Duty,  which 
forms  a  considerable  bulk  of  the  amount 
with  which  we  are  dealing.  He  fell  foul 
of  the  right  hon.  Member  for  Bridgeton 
and  spoke  of  him  as  an  Englishman 
who  favoured  this  allocation  of  the 
money  in  aid  of  the  rates.  As  a  Scotch- 
man, I  am  a  little  surprised  to  find  a 
Scotchman  rebuking  an  Englishman 
for  advising  us  to  take  advantage  of  a 
sum  of  money  placed  at  our  disposal, 
and  I  think  on  this  occasion  the  Mem- 
ber for  Bridgeton  accurately  repre- 
sents the  great  preponderance  of  opinion 
amongst  Scotch  Members,  We  should 
be  failing  in  our  national  characteristics 
if  we  were  not  to  take  advantage  of 
this  money,  and  apply  it  chiefly  in 
relief  of  the  rates.  As  to  the  scheme 
of  pensions  for  old  age,  to  which  refer- 

Mr.  W.  A.  Hunter 


ence  has  been  made,  it  should  be  dak 
with,  not  in  connection  with  the  graft 
for  Scotland,  but  as  an  Imperial  mo- 
sure  affecting  the  whole  of  the  time 
Kingdoms. 

(10.13.)  Mr.  CALDWELL  (Glaapi, 
St.  Rollox) :  I  think  the  Debate  uuut 
have  convinced  the  Government  that  it 
is  unwise  to  proceed  by  Bill  in  thk 
matter,   as  it   would   be    opposed  by 
almost  every  Scotch  Member,  and  ty 
means  of  every  form  of  the  House.  Oi 
the  other  hand,   if    the    Government 
proceed  by-way  of  Supplementary  Vote, 
I  do  not  think  there  would  be  any  greit 
opposition  to  the  money  going  to  the 
ratepayers,  so  far  as  the  currents  of  the 
next  year  are  concerned,  provided  tb» 
whole  question  is  left  open  to  be  deter- 
mined by  a  future  Parliament.  I  object 
distinctly  to  the  allocation  of  the  Scotch 
money  upon  the    principle  of  11  pa 
cent,   for   Scotland,   80  per  cent,  ior 
England,  and  9  per  cent,  for  Ireland. 
The  Probate  Duty  was  allocated  in  the 
proportions  in  which  it  was  collected 
from  the  three  countries ;  but  there  is 
no  analog}'  between  this  case  and  that 
of  the  Probate  Duty,  and  Scotland  ought 
to  get  her  share  of  an  education  grant 
as  part  of  the  United  Kingdom.    In 
the  English  Acts,  the  amount  is  10b.  per 
child,  and  Scotland   and   Ireland  are 
entftled  to  receive  the  same  amount 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  has 
got  the  Government  into  tnis  difl&cnlty 
owing  to  the  fact  that,  for  the  tint 
time  in   the    history    of    the    United 
Kingdom,    he    has     opened    separate 
accounts  for  the  three  separate  nation- 
alities.    It  is  a  strange  irony  of  fate 
that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
of  a  Unionist  Government  has  actually 
been  the  first  to  divide  the   Imperial 
accounts  into  national  accounts,  and 
has    attempted     to     treat     Scotland, 
not      as    part     and    parcel    of    the 
United  Kingdom,  but  simply  as  part- 
ners in  Imperial  concerns  with  regard 
to  certain  specified  financial  interests 
The     Chancellor    of     the    Exchequer 
would  not  have  got  himself  into  a  diffi- 
culty if  he  had  dealt  with  the  amount 
as  coming  from  the  Imperial  purse ;  he 
might  then  have  said  that  the  policy 
was  one  and  the  same  for  the  whole 
kingdom,  and  have  applied  it  equally  to 
all  parts.     But  when  he  introduced  the 
principle   that    it  was  Scotch  money* 
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to   the  higher   subjects.     This  would 
stimulate  higher  education.     Another 
reason   why    the  education  has  gone 
down    is    that    the    Department    has 
done  all   it   can   to  get  everyone  into 
the  Board  Schools,  which  have  competed 
with    the  private  schools  to   such  an 
extent  that  the  latter  have  been  driven 
almost  entirely  out  of  existence,  and 
those  that   are   left    are    in    a    most 
crippled    condition.      Any  attempt  to 
bring  secondary  education  into  Scotland 
must  be  by  reverting  to  the  old  process 
of  the  parish  school,  having  secondary 
education  as  its  final  end.     If  you  do 
that,  your  elementary  education  will  be 
better  also.     It  was  the  enthusiasm  of 
the  teacher  which  selected  the  brighter 
boys  in  the  parochial  school  and  sent 
them  up  to  the  Universities  ;  but  since 
this  large  sum  of  money  has  been  given 
for  education  in  Scotland,   secondary 
education  and  the  attendance  at  the 
Universities    have     both    gone    down 
rapidly.     As  an  alteration  of  the  Code 
would  encourage  secondary  education  ; 
this  grant    of    £60,000  is    quite    un- 
necessary for  the   purpose.      By  your 
past   legislation  and  the  proposals  of 
this  Bill  you  give  the  Parochial  Board 
ratepayer  about  £100,000  a  year.     The 
Parochial  Board  ratepayer  is  the  very 
man  who  pays  the  school  rate.     If  by 
an  alteration  of  the  Code  you  ordered 
that  every  school  in  Scotland  shall  be 
free  as  regards  elementary  education 
up  to  any  standard  you  like,  the  effect 
would  be  that  you  would  put  a  burden 
on  the  ratepayers  of  £20,000  or  £30,000 
a  year.     But  then  you  have  given  him, 
on   the  other   hand,  £100,000  a  year 
by  your  grants  ;  so  that  if  you  give  all 
this  money  to  the  ratepayer,  you  give 
him  relief  from  taxation,  and  you  can 
couple  with  the  gift  the  condition  that 
the    School    Boards    shall    free    ele- 
mentary education    throughout   Scot- 
land.    If  you  give  the   whole   of   the 
money  to     the   ratepayer,    and    then 
make    the    School    Boards    give  free 
education,  you  are  practically  doing  the 
same  thing  as  far  as  dividing  the  money 
between  Parochial  Boards  and  School 
Boards  is  concerned.    But  in  matters 
of  this  kind  it  is  impossible  to  proceed 
by  way  of  a  Bill.     You  will  have  to 
fight  the  application  of  the  money  clause, 
and  you  will  have  to  fight  the  question  of 
the  permanency,  and  there  would  not 


admitted  that  it  belonged  to    the 
people,  and  they  ask  that  it  shall 
used  according  to  their  wishes,  apart 
«n  Imperial    policy.     There    is,    of 
,  the  greatest  good  feeling  towards 
c  Scotch  Universities,  but  it   must 
©7er  be  forgotten  that  according  to  the 
ty  of  Union  the  care  and  respon- 
.bilityof  the  Universities  was  placed 
a  burden  on  the  Imperial  Exchequer, 
ttempts  by  Government  to  get  rid  of 
obligation  have  been  again    and 
defeated,   and  the   Universities 
111    was    resisted  until  the  Finality 
-Clause  was  taken  out  of  it.   We  object  to 
*xecognise  in  any  way  the  principle  of  the 
payers  having    any    responsibility 
-Whatever  with  regard  to  the  up-keep  of 
vfche  Universities.  Therefore,  in  resisting 
£he  grant  of  £30,000,  we  are  not  resist- 
-ing    the    Universities    having    ample 
money  for  their  work,  but  are  resisting 
the  suggestion  that  the  burden  should 
-be  put  on  the  ratepayers  instead  of  the 
Imperial  Exchequer.     In  regard  to  the 
-£60,000  for  secondary  education,  it  has 
been  overlooked  that  in  Scotland  there 
is  no  such  thing  as  elementary  schools  ; 
the  word  "  elementary  "  does  not  occur 
in  the  Scotch  Education  Act.     On  the 
contrary,  there  is  a  special  clause  pro- 
viding that    the  standard  of  the  old 
K-ochial  schools  shall  not  be  lowered, 
e  parochial  school  in  Scotland  is  the 
feeder  of  the  Universities,  and,  therefore, 
we  maintain  that  secondary  education 
qualifying    for     the     Universities     is 
part  and  parcel  of  the  School  Board 
education  of  Scotland,   and  that  was 
in  operation  before  the  passing  of  the 
Education  Act.     Why  has  education  in 
Scotland  been  lowered  ?    It  is  because 
the  Scotch  Education  Department  gives 
the  very   same   grant  for  the  higher 
subjects  that  it  does  for  the  lower  ones. 
The  result  was,  that  the  teacher  found 
it  was  more  profitable  to  cultivate  the 
lower  specific  subjects  than  to  waste  time 
on  one  or  two  higher  subjects — as  Greek, 
and  Higher   Mathematics  —  probably 
bringing  in  about  2s.  a  year  per  child. 
The  result  is,  that  the  higher  subjects 
have  been  driven  from  the  parochial 
schools.     The  Scotch    Education  De- 
partment  has    done    this     evil,    and 
they  have  the  remedy  in  their  own 
hands.    By  a  slight  alteration  of  the 
Code  they  can  give  lower  grants  to  the 
lower  specific  subjects  and  higher  grants 
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be  enough  time  for  the  House  to  go  into 
a  Bill  of  such  contentious  nature.  If, 
however,  they  are  willing  to  proceed  by 
estimate,  there  is  no  reason  why  the 
Vote  for  this  year  should  not  be  granted 
within  a  couple  of  hours,  and  no  reason 
why  the  permanency  should  not  be 
passed  in  about  the  same  period  of 
time ;  and  there  is  evidently  no  other 
specific  scheme ;  but  to  give  the  money 
to  the  ratepayers  in  the  meantime  is  a 
matter  on  which  all  the  Scotch  Members 
will  unite. 

-(10.32.)  Mr.  S.  WILLIAMSON 
(Kilmarnock,  &c.) :  I  think,  Sir,  that 
Grants-in-aid,  both  on  the  ground  of 
principle  and  of  political  inconvenience, 
are  wrong.  But  we  are  not  responsible 
for  proposals  of  this  character.  A 
certain  sum  of  money  falls  in  equity 
to  the  share  of  Scotland  corresponding 
to  that  given  to  England,  and  it 
is  quite  fair  that  we  should  get 
it,  and  reasonable  that  we  should  take 
it.  The  Government  are  responsible  for 
creating  a  great  thirst  in  Scotland  for 
this  money,  and  they  have  now  the 
obligation  resting  on  them  of  trying  to 
satisfy  it.  I  hope  they  will  do  so  by 
Estimate  and  not  by  Bill.  The  demands 
of  the  Parochial  Boards  appear  to  me  to 
be  popular  demands,  and  as  I  see  no  pro- 
posals before  the  House  of  an  alterna- 
tive character,  I  am  prepared  to  say 
that,  as  far  as  the  grants  to  County 
Councils  and  Parochial  Boards  are  con- 
cerned, they  are  fair  and  reasonable 
proposals.  The  allocation  to  the 
Parochial  Boards  must  be  somewhat 
definite,  but  I  hope  there  may  be  a 
larger  share  of  liberty  given  to  the 
Town  and  County  Councils.  I  trust 
the  Government  will  see  the  advan- 
tage of  proceeding  by  estimate.  We 
all  have  our  schemes  for  the  distribu- 
tion of  the  money.  There  is  the  plan 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  North  Aberdeen, 
who  has  a  scheme  for  national  pensions ; 
and  though  it  may  not  at  present  be  in  a 
form  to  come  before  the  House,  we 
should  not  shut  the  door  against  it 
next  year  or  the  year  after  that.  I 
should  like  to  have  a  large  slice  of  this 
money  for  fishery  harbours.  There  is  a 
splendid  opportunity  of  doing  a  great 
deal  of  good — providing  cheap  food, 
helping  the  fishermen,  and  providing 
for  manning  the  Navy  in  time  of  need. 
I  hope  the  Government  may  yet   see 

Mr.  Caldwell 


the  desirability  of  devoting  some  pri 
of  this  money  to  the  improvement  of 
fishery  harbours. 
*(10.35.)      Sir    C.    J.    PEABSB: 
I  do  not  propose  in  the  few  remarfal 
have  to  make  to  range  over  the  whok 
of  this  discussion,  because  I  think  it 
would  not  be  well  if  I  were  to  do  idor 
than  refer  to  those  considerations  whick 
touch   the  question   whether  the  Bi 
should  be  introduced  or  not.  I  do  not  pro- 
pose to  say  anything  as  to  the  mode  ii 
which  the  amount  of  the  grant  is  fixed, 
or  as  to  the  policy  which  Parliament 
has  endorsed  as  to  the  Local  Taxatios 
(Scotland)  Account.     Nor  do  I  propose 
to  solve  the  doubts  which  have  bea 
raised,  especially  on  the  Front  Bench 
opposite,    whether,  and  how  far,  the 
representatives  of  the  people  in  variou 
bodies     represent     their   constituent! 
in  this  matter.     There  has  been  dis- 
closed   an    interesting    divergence  of 
opinion  on  this  subject,  and  I  leave 
right  hon.  Gentlemen  to  settle  it  among 
themselves.      I  should    have  thought 
that  the  ordinary  mode  in  which  is 
opinion  is  expressed  in  such  mitten 
had  been  sufficiently  followed  to  (he 
knowledge  of  hon.  Members  to  make  it 
clear  to  them  that  there  is  a  consider- 
able body  of  united  opinion  on  the 
question  of  whether  some  substantial 
part  of  this  sum  should  not  be  devoted 
to  the  relief  of  local  rates.  But  it  seems 
to  be  doubtful  in  the  minds  of  some 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  whether  re- 
presentative   institutions    fulfil    their 
functions  in  this  matter,  and  whether 
hon.  Members  themselves,  on  the  eve 
of  what  has  been  termed  a  dying  Par- 
liament,  have    a    sufficient    mandate 
from     their     constituents     to     safely 
express  an  opinion   on   this  question. 
Nor  do  I  propose  to  enter  upon  the 
larger  question  which  has  been  dangled 
before  the  House  without  any  attempt 
to  pit  it  against  the  Government  pro* 
posals — I     mean    the    large    national 
question  that  has  been  shadowed  forth 
I  shall  therefore  address  myself,  and  1 
shall  do  so  very  briefly,  to  one  or  tw< 
of  the  more  practical  questions  whid 
have  been  mooted  with  regard  to  tb 
proposals  which  the  Government  mafc 
in  the  Bill.     In  the  first  place,  let  n» 
say  that  with    regard  to  the  £110,00 
there  could  not  be  a  greater  mistake 
than  to  say,  as  has  been  said  by  the  righ 
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l.  Member  for  Stirling  Burghs,  that 
any  way  whatever  the  House  of 
mmons  was  compromised  by  the 
ion  of  the  Government  in  that  ques- 
q.  The  truth  of  the  matter  is  this, 
hen  my  right  hon.  Predecessor 
s  asked  in  the  House  of  Com- 
>ns  whether  the  amount  accruing 
ring  this  financial  year  should 
distributed  according  to  one 
inciple  or  another,  it  was  conceded 
on  all'  hands  that  a  large  por- 
iq    of    the     total    amount     should 

devoted  to  the  relief  of  local 
tes;  and  inasmuch  as  that  was 
iceded — and  no  word  was  raised 
the  House  when  that  statement  was 
Ae — inasmuch  as  it  was  conceded 
it  a  large  portion  of  the  amount 
>uld  be  so  devoted,  it  was  proposed, 
I  reasonably  and  properly  proposed, 
,t  the  whole  of  that  smaller  sum 
ich  was  raised  during  the  current 
incial  year  should  be  devoted  in 
it  way,  in  order  to  avoid  the  double 
cussion  which  would  be  necessitated 
1  it  been  appropriated  upon  what  I 
y  call  a  more  permanent  basis.  In 
srence  to  the  question  of  grant,  I 
ak  I  made  it  clear  enough  that  this 
ount  is  to  vary  in  the  propor- 
i     which    I     have     indicated,     as 

English  amount  varies,   and  that 

surplus,  if  there  be  a  surplus, 
the  figures  which   I  mentioned  to 

House,  will  be  contributed  to  the 
ef  of    local  rates.     With    respect 

the     fact    that    this    Bill     makes 

mention  of  the  relief  of  the 
•den  remaining  on  elementary  educa- 
l,  which  has  been  made  an  objection 
;he  Bill,  I  have  only  to  say  that  it 
ms  to  me  that  the  objection  has 
hing  in  it  that  should  be  considered, 
believe  that  to  devote  any  sub- 
ntial  part  of  this  grant  in  that 
action  would  operate  most  unfairly 
I  unequally,  and  that  it  would 
lit,  not  only  in  an  unappreciable 
Lefit  where  it  was  so  applied,  but 
lid  necessitate  a  corresponding 
nt  to  those  parts  of  the  country 
ich  had  no  need  of  it,  because  they 
I  been  met  by  the  grant  already  given, 
bh  reference  to  the  suggestion  that 

been  made  that  the  grant  proposed 
secondary  education  should  not  be 
ject  to  Minutes  of  the  Department 
be  laid  upon  the  Table  of   Parlia- 


ment, but  should  be  remitted  to  the 
Local  Bodies  and  County  Councils,  the 
effect  of  that  would  be  to  produce 
something  like  dual  control  in  the 
matter  of  education.  I  leave  this  matter 
where  I  have  left  it  at  the  present 
stage  of  the  Bill,  and  I  propose  upon 
the  Second  Beading  to  lay  before 
the  House  a  scheme  shadowing  forth 
what  is  proposed  as  regards  the  distri- 
bution of  this  part  of  the  grant.  I 
hope  it  will  not  be  understood 
that,  with  regard  to  the  grant  pro* 
posed  to  the  Universities,  it  is  the 
intention  either  of  myself  personally 
or  of  the  Government  to  interfere  with 
the  position  which  those  Univer- 
sities undoubtedly  hold  under  the 
Statute.  I  do  not  myself,  however,  see 
that  this  is  any  reason  whatever  why 
the  Universities  should  not  obtain  the 
benefits  that  we  propose  to  confer  upon 
them  by  this  grant.  I  think  there  may 
be  a  distinction  between  the  main- 
tenance of  the  Universities  and  their 
improvement  and  extension  ;  but  I  can- 
not see  how  anyone  can  say  that  their 
statutory  position  is  affected  by  the  pro- 
posals laid  before  the  House.  As  to  the 
relief  of  rates,  I  do  not  propose  to  add 
anything  to  what  I  have  said.  There 
is  on  this  point  also  a  most  interesting 
difference  of  opinion,  and  so  far  from  my 
feeling  that  that  difference  of  opinion  is 
a  reason  for  not  submitting  the  pro- 
posals to  the  House,  it  seems  to  me 
the  proposals  we  have  submitted  will 
be  far  more  likely  to  command  confi- 
dence in  Scotland,  just  because  the 
matter  we  submit  has  received,  as  it 
is  receiving,  full  discussion.  It  is 
said  by  one  section  that  the  local 
Parliaments,  as  they  are  called,  ought  to 
have  the  full  and  free  disposal  of  this 
money  for  any  purpose  they  please, 
from  secondary  education  down  to 
model  lodging  houses.  It  strikes  me 
that  this  is  the  reductio  ad  absurdum  of 
the  subject.  The  idea  of  putting  the 
improvement  of  secondary  education 
in  Scotland  on  a  footing  like  that  seems 
to  me,  with  great  deference  to  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  who  suggested  it,  to 
show  an  entire  want  of  appreciation  of 
the  necessities  of  the  situation  and  of 
what  is  likely  to  tend  to  the  improve- 
ment of  that  education  as  an  organised 
system.  It  seems  to  me  it  would 
leave    the    matter    to    a    variety    of 
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fluctuating  opinions  in  the  bodies 
that  would  have  to  deal  with 
this  money,  and  would,  therefore, 
leave  it  in  a  loose  and  unsatisfactory 
position.  With  reference  to  the  special 
question  that  has  been  raised,  as  to 
whether  the  Government  has  forgotten 
the  existence  of  the  working  man — I  am 
sorry  the  hon.  Member  is  not  in  his 
place,  or  I  would  remind  him — but  I 
would  remind  the  House  that  the 
money  we  are  dealing  with  practically 
comes,  not  from  Imperial  taxation 
generally,  but  is  the  outcome  of 
special  taxes  which  have  been  assigned 
towards  relieving  local  taxation  ;  and 
that  being  so,  it  would  be  neces- 
sary, not  merely  to  consider  how 
much  the  poor  man  pays  for  his  tobacco 
and  his  tea,  but  how  much  there  is 
paid  in  respect  of  the  Probate  Duty, 
and  it  is  quite  out  of  reason  to  say  that 
the  poor  man  gets  no  benefit,  and  is 
not  taken  into  account.  I  think  I 
have  now  dealt  with  most  of  the  points 
that  have  been  appropriately  raised  at 
this  stage. 

(10.55.)  The  FIRST  LORD  of  the 
TREASURY  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Man- 
chester, E.)  :  I  have  been  informed  by 
the  highest  authority  in  the  House 
that  there  exists  the  gravest  doubt  as 
to  whether  the  Bill  which  my  right 
hon.  Friend  has  introduced  ought  not 
to  be  introduced  in  Committee.  In 
order,  therefore,  that  the  House  may 
not  come  to  a  decision  which  may  pos- 
sibly turn  out  to  be  nugatory,  I  beg 
to  move  that  the  Debate  be  adjourned 
until  it  is  ascertained  what  is  the 
proper  course  to  pursue. 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Debate  be  now  adjourned." 
— (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour.) 

Mr.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN : 
I  think  the  course  proposed  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  is  the  right  one, 
and  would  be  the  more  convenient. 

Dr.  CAMERON :  May  I  ask  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  when  it  is  pro- 
posed that  the  Second  Reading  should 
take  place  ? 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  If  the  doubt 
which  I  have  stated  to  the  House  as 
existing  prove  to  be  weJl  founded,  of 
course  it  will  have  to  be  introduced 
in  Committee. 

Sir  G.  J.  Pearson 


Dr.  CAMERON  :  But  that  toqH 
take  no  time. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  We  shall  not 
be  able  to  take  the  Second  Reading  far 
some  time,  as  we  have  other  8eeoai 
Readings.  Besides,  I  think  it  is  onh 
fair  that  the  Bill  should  be  consider* 
by  the  people  of  Scotland. 

Mr.  LABOUCHERE  (Northunp- 
ton) :  I  hope  this  will  be  a  lesson  to  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  who  is  now  the 
Leader  of  the  House,  not  in  future  to 
waste  time,  but  to  consult  with  the 
authority  of  the  House  before  intro- 
ducing Bills. 

Mr.  ESSLEMONT  (Aberdeen,  E.): 
May  I  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentlemu 
whether  the  Bill  will  be  printed  before 
the  Estimates  are  brought  in,  as  the 
Bill  bears  upon  the  Votes  ? 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  If  itistobe 
taken  as  an  honourable  understanding 
that  there  is  to  be  no  debate  the  Bill 
would  be  brought  in  before  the 
Estimates. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN: 
I  do  not  think  the  right  hon  Gentleman 
should  imply  that  there  has  been  waste 
of  time  already.  The  discussion  whkh 
has  taken  place,  which  I  admit  has 
been  lengthened,  is  still  not  surprising 
considering  the  importance  of  ths 
question.  I  assure  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  that  there  was  no  desire  to 
prolong  the  debate  unduly. 

Mr.  SOMERVELL  (Ayr,  Ac.):  I  wish 
to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
as  to  the  £110,000;  how  it  is  to  he 
applied ;  whether  by  Resolution  or  em- 
bodied in  a  clause  in  the  Bill?  If  the 
Bill  is  not  passed  by  the  31st  March  I 
understand  we  will  lose  it. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  have  to 
say  in  answer  to  the  hon.  Member  that 
the  grant  he  refers  to  will  be  embodied 
in  a  Bill,  but  I  hope  none  of  the  serkmi 
results  he  has  anticipated  will  ensue. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Debate  adjourned  till  to-morrow. 

NATIONAL  EDUCATION  (IRELAND). 
LEAVE.      ADJOURNED  DEBATE. 

Order  read,  for  resuming  Adjourned 
Debate  on  Question  [22nd  Febrnarylt 
"  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  B« 
to  improve  National  Education  n 
Ireland." 
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ion  again  proposed. 
e  resumed. 


|  Mr.  M.  J.  KENNY 
,  Mid) :  I  beg  to  move  the 
ment  of  the  Debate.  It  will 
embered  that  this  discussion 
i  at  a  very  late  hour  on  last 
day,  and  the  discussion  lasted 
it  an  hour  and  a-half  in  the 
of  my  hon.  Friend  the  Mem- 
West  Belfast  and  some  other 
riends ;  and  the  right  hon. 
tan  the  First  Lord  of  the  Trea- 
Question  time  this  evening,  gave 
rtaking  to  my  hon.  Friend  the 
for  West  Belfast  that  the 
discussion  of  this  Bill  would 
aken  after  half  past  10  o'clock. 
w  11  o'clock,  and,  therefore,  I 
nove  the   Adjournment  of  the 

n  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
he  Debate  be  now  adjourned." 
M.  J.  Kenny.) 

i  The  CHIEF  SECRETARY 
ISLAND  (Mr.  Jackson,  Leeds, 
fter  the  observations  of  the 
mtleman  as  to  the  absence 
>n.  Member  for  West  Belfast, 
>r  the  undertaking  given  in 
iy  part  of  the  evening,  of 
shall  agree  to  the  Motion 
Debate  be   adjourned. 

a  agreed  to. 

3  further  adjourned    till    To- 


IDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 


-CIVIL  SERVICES  AND  REVE- 
DEPARTMENTS,  1891-2   (8UP- 
LENTARY  ESTIMATES.) 

ered  in  Committee. 
(In  the  Committee.) 

Class  I. 

r35,  Supplementary,  Houses  of 
nt  Buildings. 

100,  Supplementary,  Art   and 
buildings,  Great  Britain. 

,000,  Supplementary,  Revenue 
mt  Buildings,  Great  Britain. 

3,     Supplementary,      Lunacy 
on,  Scotland. 

[new  series.] 


Public 


Class  II. 

5.  £1,690,     Supplementary, 
Works  Office,  Ireland. 

Class  III. 

6.  £2,000,  Supplementary,  Law 
Charges. 

7.  Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
posed, 

"  That  a  Supplementary  sum,  not  exceeding 
£100,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  defray 
the  Charge  which  will  come  in  course  of  pay- 
ment during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day 
of  March  1892,  for  the  Salaries  and  Expenses 
of  the  Police  Courts  of  London  and 
Sheerness." 

(11.8.)  Mb.  LABOUCHERE 
(Northampton)  :  I  do  not  want  to  go 
over  the  arguments  in  regard  to  the 
scandalous  character  of  this  particular 
Vote,  but  it  is  well  known  that  almost 
every  Gentleman  on  this  side  of  the 
House  who  does  not  happen  to  be  a 
London  Member  is  of  opinion  that  any 
charge  for  the  Police  Courts  of  London 
ought  to  be  thrown  upon  London  itself. 
We  are  obliged  to  pay  a  sum  towards 
the  Bow  Street  Court  because 
some  extradition  cases  are  tried  there  ; 
but  we  on  this  side  of  the  House  do 
not  see  why  we  should  be  obliged  to 
pay  for  Police  Courts  at  Sheerness  and 
Wandsworth  and  other  places  in  the 
vicinity  of  London.  Though  really 
anxious  as  I  am  to  expedite  Public 
Business — 

The  CHAIRMAN  (Mr.  Courtney, 
Cornwall,  Bodmin)  :  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man is  not  to  enter  into  the  subject  of 
the  original  Vote,  except  so  far  as  it  is 
necessary  to  illustrate  the  present 
Vote. 

Mr.  LABOUCHERB:  I  merely 
wish  to  point  out  how  monstrous  and 
excessive  the  original  Vote  was,  and 
how  super-monstrous  it  is  to  ask  us  to 
pay  £100  more.  I  certainly  shall  divide 
on  this  Vote. 

(11.10.)  Dr.  CLARK  (Caithness) : 
It  certainly  happens  in  our  country 
that  we  have  to  pay  all  these 
charges  out  of  local  rates  ;  and 
when  we  clean  our  Courts  and  have 
these  medical  witnesses  we  pay  for,  it  is 
not  out  of  the  Imperial  Exchequer,  but 
from  the  local  rates  ;  and  I  think  it  is 
right  that  the  people  of  London  should 
be  in  the  same  position  as  all  the 
people  in  the  provinces,  and  that  they 
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should  put  their  hands  in  their  pockets 
and  pay  for  the  cleaning  of  their 
Courts,  and  not  ask  the  poorer  parts  of 
the  country,  such  as  Caithness,  to  pay 
for  it.  I  join  with  my  hon.  Friend  in 
protesting  against  this  Vote. 

(11.12.)  Mr.  MORTON  (Peter- 
borough): I  certainly  objected  last 
Session  to  pay  these  expenses  out  of  Im- 
perial Funds,  whereas  the  expenses  for 
other  Courts  outside  London  have  to  be 
paid  by  the  constituencies  themselves.  I 
join  in  the  objection  to  this  Vote  for 
£100 ;  and  I  think  we  ought  to  have 
some  explanation  from  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  why  he  wants  more  than 
was  voted  last  year.  I  am  not  aware 
of  any  reason  why  the  Courts  should 
want  more  cleaning  this  year  than  the 
year  before,  or  why  they  should  want 
more  cleaning  than  was  estimated  dur- 
ing the  last  Session.  I  object  to  this 
Vote,  therefore,  on  two  grounds — the 
one  is,  that  we  ought  not  to  be  called 
upon  to  vote  this  sum  out  of  the  Im- 
perial Funds  at  all ;  and  the  other  is, 
that  we  have  had  no  explanation  from 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  at  all  as  to 
the  reasons  for  asking  these  supplemen- 
tary sums. 

*(12.15.)  The  UNDER  SECRE- 
TARY of  STATE  for  the  HOME 
DEPARTMENT  (Mr.  Stuart- 
WOrtley,  Sheffield,  Hallam) :  The 
explanation  of  the  necessity  for  the 
sum  stated  in  the  Supplementary  Esti- 
mates for  which  we  have  had  to  apply 
is  this.  The  House  will  remember  that 
a  Committee  was  appointed  under  the 
presidency  of  Mr.  Justice  Wills  for  the 
purpose  of  seeing  what  improvements 
were  necessary  to  be  made  in  certain 
of  the  Police  Courts  for  the  better 
accommodation  of  untried  prisoners. 
The  recommendations  of  this  Com- 
mittee have  led  to  a  very  considerable 
enlargement  of  some  of  the  Courts  and 
an  increase  in  the  number  of  cells,  and 
further  improvements.  That  necessi- 
tated considerably  increased  labour  for 
cleaning.  These  improvements  pro- 
ceeded gradually  step  by  step,  and 
some  of  the  expense  has  fallen  outside 
the  time  in  which  the  ordinarv  Esti- 
mates  could  be  presented  to  Parliament. 
(12.18.)  Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY 
(Longford,  N.)  :  When  we  ask  for 
money  for  improving  the  Courts  in 
Green  Street,  in  Dublin,  as  we  have  done 

Dr.  Clark 


over  and  over  again,  not  one  flngjl 
sixpence  can  be  screwed  out  of  the  E^- 
lish  Treasury,  and  we  have  been  ni 
practically  with  a  stern  refusal  ratal 
the  Corporation  pays  a  certain  amani 
But  the  moment  Mr.  Justice  Wife 
says  he  is  not  quite  comfortable  been* 
there  is  a  draught  on  his  poll,  thai 
is  an  Estimate  for  better  accommod* 
tion  presented  to  Parliament.  Thl 
explanation  of  the  hon.  Gentled* 
is  quite  acceptable,  and  we  shall  knot 
how  to  turn  it  to  account  at  the  prop* 
moment. 

Mr.     MORTON :    The    hon.  Ge> 
tleman  did  not  explain  as  regards  thl 
medical  fees.     I  know  there  were  vaj 
many  complaints,  especially  duringki 
August,  of  the  want  of  medical  attasV 
ance.    In  one  case  a  prisoner  died  thl 
was  said  to  be  drunk,  and  I  think  then 
should  be  more  attention  paid  to  the* 
police  cases  by  the  medical  officers.  I 
should  like  to  have  a  little  explanation 
of  this  item. 
*Mr.    STUART -WORTLEYrlht 
amount  for  the  medical  witnesses'  leal 
fluctuates     very     much,     and  ia  * 
item  extremely  difficult  to  estimate;  M 
it  forms  a  very  small  portion  of  th*>j 
Estimate  which  is  applied  for. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided : — Ayes  135; 
Noes  90.— (Div.  List,  No.  7.) 

Resolutions  to  be  reported. 

Class   V. 
Motion  made,  and  Question propottJi 


i 

i 

I. 
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"  That  a  Supplementary  sum.  not 
£22,600,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  drfflf 
the  Charge  which  will  come  in  come  of  pf 
ment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  Slit  *f 
of  March  1892,  for  the  Expenses  of  H* 
Majesty's  Embassies  and  Missions  Abroai' 

Mr.  MORTON  (Peterborough):  I 
see  in  this  Vote  a  sum  of  £5,000  fcf 
telegrams  "  consequent  on  the  state  & 
affairs  in  America  and  China."  Htf 
only  information  we  have  on  the* 
matters  is  contained  in  the  daily  p»peA 
No  right  hon.  or  hon.  Gentleman  hH 
given  us  any  information.  I  gather 
from  the  daily  papers  that  there  half 
been  difficulties  in  China  with  regeri 
to  the  missionaries,  and  that,  nodowsV 
put  the  Government  to  extra  expens* 
I  am  still  in  some  difficulty  with  regerf 
to  America.  An  hon.  Gentleman  beett 
me  says  he  does  not  know  where  Amerioi 
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I  am  glad  we  adopted  free  educa- 
l  last  year,  for  in  the  future  people 
L  get  to  know  where  America  is. 
»,  Sir,  I  have  not  been  able  to  gather 
n  the  newspapers  any  information 
to  any  extraordinary  condition  of 
ire  in  America.  I  'do  not  know 
3ther  the  extra  expenditure  arises  in 
neotion  with  the  election  of  the 
trident.  Three  years  ago  we  tried 
interfere.  Whether  that  is  the 
f  this  money  has  been  expended  I 
not  say.  I  trust  we  shall  have 
>rmation. 

?hb  UNDER  SECRETARY  of 
ATE  for  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS 
r.  J.  W.  Lowther,  Cumberland, 
irith) :  I  hope  to  be  able  to  satisfy 
■  hon.  Member  by  saying,  shortly,  as 
aid  in  the  Debate  on  the  Address, 
-t  with  regard  to  China,  Papers  have 
in  in  an  active  state  of  preparation 
I  will  shortly  be  laid  upon  the  Table, 
isiderable  apprehension  was  excited 
ing  the  autumn  of  last  year  in  refer- 
e  to  the  anti-foreign  riots  that  took 
ce  in  various  parts  of  China.  It  be- 
le  necessary  to  enter  into  telegraphic 
lmunication  with  Her  Majesty's 
>resentative  at  Pekin,  which,  as  the 
l.  Gentleman  is  aware,  is  a  consider- 
3  distance  from  London,  and  the 
b  of  telegrams  to  Pekin  and  back  is 
Y  considerable.  With  regard  to 
erica,  the  telegrams  which  have 
sed  between  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
lt  and  Her  Majesty's  Representative 
Washington  were  due  to  the  pro- 
>ted  negotiations  which  have  been  in 
rse  of  progress  during  the  autumn 
ti  reference  to  Behring  Sea. 
erica  also  comprises  South  America, 
,  as  the  hon.  Member  is  probably 
xe,  there  was  a  revolution  in 
li  in  the  autumn,  by  which  British 
irests  were  considerably  affected  and 
angered,  and  it  became  necessary  to 
imunicate  very  frequently  by  tele- 
n  with  Her  Majesty's  Representa- 

in  that  country.  Papers  on  that 
ject  are  being  prepared,  and  I  hope 
%y  them  on  the  Table  next  week. 
[r.  MORTON :  Can  you  say  what 
portion  of  this  extra  expenditure  is 
licable  to  Chili,  and  what  is  appli- 
e  to  America  ? 

[*.  J.  W.  LOWTHER :  I  am  afraid 
unot  answer  that  question  straight 


Mr.  MORTON  :  I  think  the  hon. 
Gentleman  has  made  out  my  case,  and 
I  think  I  may  appeal  to  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury  to  have  this  Vote  post- 
poned. We  ought  to  have  the  Blue 
Book  promised  by  the  hon.  Gentleman 
before  voting  this  money,  and  with 
regard  to  America  we  should  have 
more  information. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR  :  The  Govern- 
ment  have  no  desire  to  take  any  contro- 
versial Votes  to-night,  and  I  do  not  think 
this  is  a  controversial  Vote.  The  extra 
expenditure  was  owing  to  the  telegrams 
rendered  necessary  by  the  peculiar 
state  of  things  in  America  and  China, 
and  on  the  ordinary  Estimates  the  hon. 
Gentleman  will  have  ample  opportunity 
of  discussing  the  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  these  matters.  The  question 
of  policy  does  not  now  arise.  I  hope 
the  Vote  may  now  be  taken. 

Mr.  LABOUCHERE  :  Nobody 
admires  more  than  I  do  the  strenuous 
exertions  in  the  interests  of  economy 
of  my  hon.  Friend  third  behind  me 
(Mr.  Morton),  but  at  the  same  time 
I  think  he  is  now  going  a  little  too 
far.  There  were  difficulties  in  China,  and 
whether  Her  Majesty's  Government 
conducted  the  negotiations  properly  or 
not,  telegrams  had  to  be  exchanged. 
There  was  a  mistake  about  the  Behring 
Sea  dispute,  and  about  that  it  was 
also  necessary  that  telegrams  should 
be  exchanged.  I  should  be  sorry  if  by 
any  premature  vote  my  hon.  Friend 
abridged  our  opportunities  of  going 
fully  into  these  matters  hereafter. 

Mr.  MORTON :  I  do  not  object  to 
my  hon.  Friend  intervening.  I  do  not 
object  to  these  telegrams.  I  said  I 
knew  there  were  troubles  in  China; 
but  I  said  that  as  a  matter  of  principle 
we  ought  to  have  this  information 
before  voting  this  money.  I  move 
that  Item  E.  be  reduced  by  £200. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  Item  E  (Telegrams),  be  reduced 
by  £200."— (Mr.  Morton.) 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  I  should  like 
to  know  when  the  Chilian  Papers  will 
be  produced.  We  do  not  condemn  the 
action  of  Her  Majesty's  Consul  there ; 
but  we  have  some  observations  to 
make  with  regard  to  some  other  Repre- 
sentative of  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment there.  We  are  anxious  to  see 
the  instructions  given  to  Her  Majesty's 
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Minister.  I  think  Her  Majesty's 
Government  acted  very  properly,  but 
I  should  like  to  see  the  exact  in- 
structions they  gave. 

(11.40.)  Mr.  D.  CKAWFOKD 
(Lanark,  N.E.) :  I  quite  agree  with 
the  hon.  Member  for  Northampton 
(Mr.  Labouchere).  I  do  not  think 
that  an  item  for  telegrams  is  a  very 
suitable  occasion  for  opposition  on  our 
part.  We  may  think,  and  I  suppose 
we  do  think,  that  the  administration  of 
these  matters  might  be  placed  in  other 
hands  when  the  administration  would 
better  command  the  confidence  of  the 
country;  but  so  long  as  the  country 
leaves  the  present  Government  with 
power,  I  think  it  is  unworthy  of  the 
Liberal  Party  to  take  a  Division  on  this 
Vote  of  £5,000  for  telegrams.  I  have 
perfect  confidence  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  opposite  has  formed  a  just 
and  proper  decision  as  to  the  expendi- 
ture of  such  a  sum  as  this.  I  do  not 
think  we  ought  to  make  this  a  subject 
for  division ;  we  have  much  more  im- 
portant subjects  than  this,  upon  which 
we  shall  have  to  join  issue  with  the 
Government. 

(11.41.)  Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) : 
I  do  not  agree  with  the  hon.  Member 
for  Lanark  (Mr.  Crawford) ;  I  think 
this  is  an  unprecedented — a  monstrous 
— sum  to  ask  for  telegrams  in  a  Supple- 
mentary Estimate.  Look  at  the 
original  sum  asked  for  last  year — 
£14,000 — and  here  we  are  asked  to 
vote  £5,000  in  addition  without  any 
explanation  of  the  causes  requiring  this 
enormous  expenditure.  I  think  we 
might  be  told  what  portion  of  the  ex- 
pense is  due  to  affairs  in  China,  and 
what  portion  to  America  or  to  Chili. 
For  my  part,  I  confess  I  think  if  the 
Government  had  abstained  from  inter- 
ference in  Chilian  affairs  and  had  sent 
fewer  telegrams  there,  it  would  have 
been  better.  I  think  that  most  of  the 
troubles  arose  in  Chili,  if  not  from  the 
interference  of  the  British  Government, 
yet  from  the  attitude  of  British  subjects 
there.  That,  however,  is  a  matter  of 
opinion.  In  the  first  place,  I  object  to 
the  Vote  because  it  is  too  large  ;  and,  in 
the  second  place,  we  have  not  the 
information  to  justify  us  in  voting  so 
large  a  sum;  and  I  think  these 
Estimates  are  prepared  in  a  way  that 
seems  to  me  disrespectful  to  the  Corn- 
Mr.  T.  M.  Healy 


mittee.  We  have  not  definite  informs- 
tion.  Part  of  the  amount  is  debited 
to  the  negotiations  in  reference  to  the 
Behring  Sea  Fisheries,  but  it  will  be 
observed  that  the  next  item  is  one  d 
£7,000  for  the  Behring  Sea  Commission, 
and  I  do  not  see  why  the  cost  in 
telegrams  in  this  connection  shodd 
not  be  charged  to  the  expenses  of  that 
Commission.  I  should  lute  also,  beta 
the  Vote  is  passed,  to  have  some 
assurance  that  we  shall  have,  during 
the  Session,  an  opportunity  to  discus 
with  due  information  before  us,  th* 
policy  of  the  Government  in  reference 
to  their  interference  in  the  affairs  of 
Chili. 

Mb.  A.  J.  BALFOUR  assented. 

(11.44.)    Dr.  TANNER  (Cork  Co., 
Mid) :  Of  course  I  fully  recognise  the 
argument    of    the    hon.   Member  for 
North-East  Lanark    (Mr.   Crawford), 
but,  at  the  same  time,  I  think  boa. 
Members  will  recognise  the  fact  that 
upon  many  of  these  apparently  trhriil 
items,  even   on  such  an  item  as  tin 
for    telegrams,  very    great    points  d 
policy  have  frequently  been  threshei 
out  in  Committee  of  Supply.     Tfcett 
can    be   no    doubt,  from  the   varieai 
remarks  which  have  been  made  in  tkt 
course  of  the  last  few  minutes,  that  Ail 
question  of  telegrams  does  attach  itrf 
in  an  intimate  degree  with  the  state 
of    affairs    in    Chili,    in    China,  sal 
other    places.      I  do  not  wish  to  fi 
into  details  upon   these   matters,  ra 
it  strikes  me  as  a  matter  of  convenient 
and  common-sense  after  having  heaii 
the  speech  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  id* 
is  new  to  his  office  as  Under  SecreUlJ 
for  Foreign  Affairs,  and  we  having  altf 
another  neophyte  in  the  position  d 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  it  does  seen 
to  me   that  these  gentlemen  are  art 
really  in  a  position  to  give  us  that  fsl 
information  to  which  we  are  entitled 
when  dealing  with  these   matters.   1 
do  not  wish  to  raise  any  captious  con: 
troversy,  or  put  any  foolish  quedkioat 
but  here  is  a  large  sum  charged — laigi 
for  the  purpose — and  it  is  our  bmunetf 
to  know  how,  and  why,  the  money  if 
spent.     For  this  reason  I  support  mf 
hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Morton).    In  a  aomar 
what  diffident  way  the  Under  Beerelarf 
has   expressed    himself,   and   we  aia 
promised  Blue  Books  which,  I  think 
ought  to  be  in  our  hands  when  we  sit 
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Baked  to  vote  this  money.  Under  the 
•iroumstances,  I  do  think  that  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury,  whose  ability  we 
recognise,  would  do  well  to  postpone  the 
Vote  now,  giving  to  his  two  neophytes 
fche  opportunity  to  make  themselves 
acquainted  with  all  the  facts,  and  so  we 
fth&ll  dispose  of  the  Vote  with  full  in- 
formation before  us. 
.  (11.47.)  Mr.  Wootton  Isaacson 
(Tower  Hamlets,  Stepney)  rose  in  his 
place,  and  claimed  to  move,  "That  the 
Question  be  now  put ;  "  but  the 
Chairman  withheld  his  assent,  and 
iedined  then  to  put  that  Question. 

Debate  resumed. 

(11.47.)  Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY :  Will 
bhe  hon.  Gentleman  say  when  we  shall 
have  the  Blue  Books  he  has  mentioned  ? 

•(11.47.)  Mr.  J.  W.  LO  WTHER :  I  can- 
Bot  say  definitely.  I  had  hoped  they 
would  have  been  circulated  before  now. 
I  will  inquire,  and  will  push  forward  the 
vrork  as  rapidly  as  possible. 

(11.48.)    Mr.   FLYNN  (Cork,  N.) : 
When  reference  is  made  to  Chili,  we 
Dannot  but  be  aware  of  certain  very 
Suspicious  circumstances  in  connection 
9rith  British  interests  there,  so  that  I 
Oertainly  think  we  ought  to  have  Papers 
on  the  subject.     I    do    not  wish  to 
interpose  any  undue  delay  in  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Committee,  but  some- 
bow  of  late  years  a  bad  custom  has 
grown    up — a     double-barrelled,    bad 
-Gustom.     I  might  say,  first  of  all,  the 
ordinary  Votes  are  taken  so  late  that 
%e  have  not  time  to  discuss  them,  and 
|^fhen,  on  the    other  hand,   when  we 
E  toproach    these  Votes    early    in    the 
fission     we     are   told    discussion    is 
premature.     Are  we  premature  in  seek- 
ing a  discussion  on    this  the  proper 
•pportunity,  and  why  should  we  wait 
totil the  autumn?    As  regards  affairs 
fa  Chili,  distinctly  I  am  of  opinion,  and 

!k  is  an  opinion  I  think  will  be  shared 
\s  all  Members  who  are  interested  in 
f  »b  comity  of  nations,  that  we  should 
?  We  full  information  before  we  vote 
I,  fob  large  sum,  part  of  which  is  due  to 
I  *fegotiations  arising  out  of  suspicious 
;  ttfttlmstances  in  relation  to  the  revolu- 
%y  movement  in  that  country. 

(1149.)  Dr.  CLARK  (Caithness) : 
*  would  appeal  to  my  hon.  Friend 
w  Withdraw  his  Motion  for  the 
Auction  of  the  Vote.     I  do  not  see 


that  he  has  given  sufficient  ground 
for  it.  I  am  quite  willing  to  de- 
bate the  question  as  one  of  expendi- 
ture on  telegrams ;  but  as  a  matter  of 
the  policy  of  the  Government  in  Chili 
or  in  China,  we  shall  have  better 
opportunity  for  discussion  on  the 
Foreign  Office  Vote,  and  on  the 
Admiralty  Vote  will  arise  the  question 
of  the  conveyance  of  specie.  There  is 
no  question  of  policy  indirectly  arising 
on  this  Vote  for  telegrams  that  could 
not  better  be  discussed  on  the  Foreign 
Office  Vote. 

(11.49.)  Mr.  MORTON:  I  trust 
that  even  now  the  Government  will 
consent  to  postpone  this  Vote.  Per- 
sonally, I  do  not  wish  to  take  a 
Division.  I  do  not  oppose  the  item, 
for,  indeed,  I  do  not  know  the  par- 
ticulars, nor  does  any  Member  of  the 
Committee.  Possibly,  the  Govern- 
ment may  feel  stronger,  being  re-in- 
forced  by  the  assistance  of  the  hon. 
Members  for  Northampton,  North- 
East  Lanark,  and  Caithness,  but  what 
they  have  said  does  not  alter  my 
opinion  as  to  the  facts  of  the  case. 
There  was  one  point  particularly  men* 
tioned  by  the  hon.  Member  for  East 
Mayo  (Mr.  Dillon),  who  pointed  out 
that  while  the  total  sum  asked  for  last 
year  was  £14,000,  we  are  now  asked  to 
vote  a  supplementary  sum  nearly  a 
third  of  the  original  sum,  and  yet  not 
the  slightest  information  is  given  as  to 
the  expenditure  of  the  money.  We  are 
told  that  in  a  day  or  two  Blue  Books 
will  be  laid  on  the  Table,  but,  ap- 
parently, the  Under  Secretary  cannot 
give  us  any  information  now.  Well, 
then,  there  is  a  sufficient  reason  for 
postponing  the  Vote.  I  find  it  stated 
that  part  of  the  amount  is  con* 
sequent  upon  the  state  of  affairs  in 
America,  and  I  am  reminded  that 
this  may  include  South  America,  but 
our  information  does  not  say  so.  In 
answer  to  the  question  from  myself  the 
Under  Secretary  frankly  owned  he  could 
not  tell  us  how  much  of  the  money  was 
spent  in  relation  to  Chili,  and  how 
much  in  relation  to  the  United  States. 
With  this  absence  of  information  it  is 
absurd  to  ask  us  to  take  the  Vote  to*, 
night.  I  make  no  charge  of  improoer 
expenditure,  but,  as  a  matter  of  pnn* 
ciple,  I  say  before  we  pass  the  Vote  we 
are    entitled    to   require    information; 
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about  it.  I  am  sorry  the  Government 
do  not  see  this.  It  can  make  no  differ- 
ence to  them  if  the  Vote  is  postponed 
for  a  day  or  two.  If  they  had 
acquiesced  in  the  suggestion  they  would 
have  saved  time,  and  by  now  we  might 
have  passed  a  number  of  other  Votes. 
As  it  is,  I  do  not  see  my  way  to  with- 
draw my  Motion  for  a  reduction, 
although  I  should  be  sorry  to  take  a 
Division.  I  should  be  much  better 
pleased  if  the  Government  would  con- 
sent to  postpone  the  Vote  until  they 
could  give  us  the  required  information. 
As  I  have  said,  this  is  a  matter  of  prin- 
ciple, and  I  emphasise  the  point 
because  it  refers,  perhaps,  to  hundreds 
•  of  Votes  on  the  Estimates.  We  are 
entitled  to  have  the  fullest  possible  in- 
formation when  we  take  the  Votes,  and 
not  afterwards.  It  is  ridiculous  to  ask 
for  the  Vote  and  say  we  shall  have 
the  information  at  some  future  time. 
Another  point  has  been  raised  by  the 
hon.  Member  who  mentioned  the 
Behring  Sea  Fisheries  Commission ; 
and,  certainly,  I  think  that  if  any  of 
this  expenditure  is  due  to  that  account, 
■it  should  be  included  in  Item  "  M."  I 
quite  understand  why  this  should  be  a 
separate  item,  but  it  does  not  represent 
the  expenses  of  the  Commission  if  the 
telegraphic  expenses  are  not  included. 

(11.58.)  Mr.  Sydney  Gedge  (Stock- 
port) rose  in  his  place  and  claimed 
to  move  "  That  the  Question  be  now 
put ;  "  but  the  Chairman  withheld  his 
assent,  and  declined  then  to  put  that 
question. 

Debate  resumed. 

Mr.  MORTON  continued:  I  do 
trust  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will 
consent  to  postpone  the  Vote.  I  am 
anxious  not  to  take  a  Division,  but  to 
obtain  information  which  we  have  a 
right  to  demand  with  the  Vote  before 
us.  It  is  very  well  for  the  Leader  of 
the  House  to  tell  us  that  opportunities 
for  discussion  will  arise  later  in  the 
Session ;  but  I  am  sorry  to  say  that, 
bo  far  as  my  limited  experience  goes, 
we  do  not  get  those  opportunities.  If  we 
leave  matters  over  until  the  regular 
Estimates  for  the  year  are  before  us, 
we  shall  find  ourselves  in  exactly  the 
position  we  were  in  last  year  at  the 
end  of  the  Session,  when  Votes  for 
millions  of  money  were  forced  through 

Mr.  Morton 


at  late  hours  of  the  night  when  public 
discussion  was  impossible.  It  is  absurd 
to  tell  us  to  take  our  chance  of  another 
opportunity ;  we  shall  never  get  our 
opportunity  unless  we  make  it.  I  have 
made  up  my  mind  that  we  can  onlyhope 
for  discussion  early  in  the  Session,  and 
whenever  matters  require  it  I  shall 
endeavour  to  raise  discussion  on 
Supplementary  Estimates  and  Votes  on 
Account.  So  far  as  I  have  been  ahle 
to  read  the  newspapers,  and  that  ii 
the  only  source  of  information  in 
regard  to  this  expenditure — and  I 
admit  that  hon.  Members  have  a  right 
to  laugh,  for  it  is  ridiculous  that 
Members  of  the  British  House  of 
Commons  should  have  to  go  to  the 
daily  Press  for  information  they  ought 
to  obtain  here — the  greater  part  of 
this  expenditure  arises  upon  a  subject 
fairly  open  to  our  discussion— -the 
foreign  policy  of  the  Government. 

It  being  Midnight,  the  Chairman 
left  the  Chair  to  make  his  report  to 
the  House. 

Resolutions  to  be  reported  to- 
morrow. 

Committee  also  report  Progress;  to 
sit  again  to-morrow. 

MILBANK  PRISON  BILL.— (Na  140) 

Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 
Clause  1. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
posed, "  That  Clause  1  stand  part  of 
the  Bill." 

(12.2.)  Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Long- 
ford, N.) :  Yesterday,  at  an  hoi 
equivalent  to  this,  when  we  had  a  KB 
before  us  to  which  no  opposition  wil 
expected,  the  Municipal  Franchise 
(Ireland)  Bill,  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury,  in  a  manner  as  offensive  to 
Irish  Members  as  he  could  make  ft 
refused  to  allow  progress  to  be  made 
with  the  Bill.  I  therefore  now  mow 
that  you  report  Progress,  and  ask  bait 
to  sit  again. 

Motion  made,  and  Question,  "That 
the  Chairman  do  report  Progress,  and 
ask  leave  to  sit  again,"  put,  and  agreed 

to. 

Committee  report  Progress;  to  b* 
again  to-morrow. 
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LOCAL   AUTHORITIES    (ACQUISITION 
OF  LAND)  BILL.-(No.  139.) 

SECOND  HEADING. 

Order  for  Second  Beading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
posed, "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a 
second  time."— (Mr.  KnowUs.) 

(12.4.)  Mb.  M.  J.  KENNY  (Tyrone, 
Mid) :  This  is  rather  a  technical  Bill ; 
may  I  suggest  that  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man ehould  give  us  some  explanation 
of  it? 

(12.4.)  Mb.KNOWLES  (Salford,  W.) : 
A  memorandum  on  the  back  of  the  Bill 
Bets  out  in  concise  and  clear  terms  the 
object  of  the  Bill,  and  I  do  not  know 
that  I  can  give  an  explanation  in  a 
better  form,  and  so  I  will  read  the 
memorandum  as  follows : — 

"Assurances  by  deed  of  land  for  lie  purposes 
of  a  public  park,  a  Hchoolhousa,  an  elementary 
school,  or  a  public  museum,  or  for  the  purpose 
of  providing  dwellings  for  the  working  classes 
in  any  populous  place,  are  already  exempted 
from  the  operation  of  Parts  I.  and  II.  of  the 
Mortmain  and  Charitable  Uses  Act,  1388.  It 
is  proposed  by  this  Bill  to  extend  that  exemp- 
tion to  all  assurances  by  deed  of  land  to  Local 
Authorities  for*  any  purpose  for  which  such 
authorities  are  authorised  to  acquire  land. 
The  restrictions  on  the  assurances  of  land 
which  it  is  proposed  to  remove  occasionally 
create  very  great  local  inconvenience.  For 
instance,  if  a  landowner  wishes  to  grant  a 
plot  of  land,  however  small,  to  a  local 
authority  for  any  public  purpose,  other  than 
one  of  those  specially  exempted  from  the 
operation  of  Parts  I.  and  II.  of  the  above- 
mentioned  Act,  '  without  full  and  valuable 
consideration,'  the  deed  must  within  six 
mouths  of  its  execution  be  enrolled  in  the 
central  office  of  the  Supreme  Court  of 
Judicature,  and  if  the  grantor  dies  within 
twelve  months  of  the  execution  of  the  deed, 
the  grant  ia  void. 

I  may  add  that  I  noticed  in  yesterday's 
papers  the  case  of  a  grant  of  land  to 
which  the  Bill  would  apply.  Supposing 
the  grantor  should  die  within  12 
months,  then  the  grant  would  be  void. 

(19.6.)  Mb.  CHANCE  (Kilkenny,  S.) : 
Are  we  to  assume  from  the  silence  of 
the  Government  that  they  approve  of 
the  Bill? 

(12.6.)  The  ATTOBNEY  GENERAL 
(Sir  Richard  Webstee,  Isle  of  Wight) : 
The  principle  is  one  which  I  think  may 
be  conceded,  but  I  do  not  pledge  myself 
to  the  details. 

(12.60  Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Long- 
ford,  N.) :   Will  the  hon.  Gentleman 


say  is  it  the  same  Bill  which  was  read 
a  second  time  last  year  ?  Does  it  apply 
to  Ireland? 

(12.6.)  Mh.  KNOWLES  :  The  same) 
Bill,  and  it  does  not  apply  to  Ireland. 

(12.6.)  Mr.  ESSLEMONT  fAber- 
deen,  E.) :  Does  it  apply  to  Scotland. 

Mb.  KNOWLES :  No. 

Objection  being  taken  to  further 
proceeding,  Debate  adjourned  till  to- 
morrow. 

MOTIONS. 


SHERIFF  CLERKS  DEPUTE  (SCOTLAND). 
BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Philippe,  Bill  to  improve) 
the  position  of  Sheriff  Clerks  Depute  in 
Scotland,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr. 
Philippe,  Mr.  Haldane,  Mr.  M'Swan,  and  Mr. 
Sinclair. 

Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [Bill  197.]; 

COAL  MINES  REGULATION  ACT  (1887) 
AMENDMENT   BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  David  Thomas,  Bill  to 
amend  "  The  Coal  Mines  Regulation  Act, 
1687,"  and  to  provide  for  the  giving  of  cer- 
tificates to  workmen  on  leaving  their  employ- 
ment in  Mines,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by 
Mr.  David  Thomas  and  Mr.  William  Abraham 
(Rbondda). 

Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [Bill  198.] 

POOR  LAW  (IRELAND)    AMENDMENT  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Mabony,  Bill  to  amend! 
the  Poor  Law  (Ireland)  Acts,  ordered  to  be 
brought  in  by  Mr.  Mahony,  Mr.  O'Kelly,  Mr. 
Carew,  Mr.  Hayden,  Mr.  Patrick  O'Brien,  and 
Mr.  Harrison. 

Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [Bill  199.] 

TOWN  HOLDINGS. 
Ordered,  That  the  Select  Committee  be  re- 
appointed to  inquire  into  that  portion  of  the 
original  reference  to  the  Committee  which  the 
Committee  was  precluded  by  want  of  time 
from  reporting  on  last  Session,  namely,  "  into 
the  question  of  imposing  a  direct  assessment 
on  the  owners  of  ground  rents,  and  on  the 
owners  of  increased  values  imparted  to  land 
by    building    operations    or   other   improve- 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  do  consist  of 
Twenty- three  Members. 

The  Committee  was  accordingly  nominated 
of,— Mr,  Tyssen  Amherst,  Mr.  Gerald  Balfour, 
Mr.  Baumann,  Mr.  Beadel,  Mr.  Buchanan, 
Mr.  Channing,  Mr.  Cameron  Corbett,  Mr. 
Crilly,  Sir  John  Ellis,  Mr.  Elton,  Mr.  Esslo- 
mont,  Mr.  Munro  Ferguson,  Mr.  Lewis  Fry, 
Mr.  Seale-Hayne,  Mr.  Snowies,  Mr.  Lawson,  Sir 
William  Marriott,"  Colonel  Nolan,  Sir  Charted 
Pearson,  Mr.  Randall,  Mr,  James  Rowlands, 
Mr.  Mark  Stewart,  and  Mr.  Powell- Williams. 
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Ordered,  That  the  Committee  have  power  to 
send  for  persons,  papers,  and  records. 

Ordered,  That  Five  be  the  quorum. — (Mr. 
A  kerti-Douyla*.) 


TRUSTEE    SAVINGS    BANKS   (INSPEC- 
TION COMMITTEE). 

Copy  ordered — 

14  Of  Scheme  for  the  appointment  of  an  In- 
spection Committee  of  Trustee  Savings  Banks ; 
for  determining  the  mode  in  which  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Committee  are  to  be  appointed, 
and  their  term  of  office  ;  and,  subject  to  the 
provisions  of  '  The  Savings  Banks  Act,  1891 ' 
(54  and  55  Vic,  c.  21),  their  powers,  procedure, 
and  duties  ;  together  with  a  list  of  Members 
of  the  Inspection  Committee  of  Trustee 
Savings  Banks."—  (Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer.) 

Copy  presented  accordingly  ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  86.] 

ENDOWED  CHARITIES  (CAMBRIDGE). 

Cop}-  ordered — 

"  Of  Digest  of  the  Endowed  Charities  in 
the  county  of  Cambridge,  the  particulars  of 
which  arc  recorded  in  the  books  of  the 
Charity  Commissioners  for  England  and 
Wales,'  hut  are  not  recorded  in  the  general 
digest  of  Endowed  Charities  for  that  county, 
1863-4  (in  continuation  of  Parliamentary 
Paper,  No.  433  (16),  of  Session  1868)."— (Mr. 
Brand.) 

RAILWAY      SERVANTS      (HOURS      OF 
LABOUR)    COMMITTEE. 

Ordered,  That  Sir  Edward  Reed  be  dis- 
charged from  the  Committee  on  Railway 
Servants  (Hours  of  Labour). 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Flynn  be  added  to  the 
Committee. — (Mr.  A  kern-Douglas.) 

RAILWAY    RATES    AND    CHARGES 

PROVISIONAL  ORDER  BILLS. 

Ordered,That  all  Bills  of  the  present  Session 
to  confirm  Provisional  Orders  made  by  the 
Board  of  Trade,  under  "  The  Railway  and 
Canal  Traffic  Act,  1888,"  containing  the 
Classification  of  Merchandise  Traffic,  and  the 
Schedule  of  Maximum  Rates  and  Charges 
applicable  thereto,  be  referred  to  a  Joint 
Committee  of  Lords  and  Commons. 

Ordered,That  a  Message  be  sent  to  the  Lords 
to  communicate  this  Resolution  and  desire 
their  concurrence.— (Sir  Michael  Hicks  Beach.) 

RAILWAY  RATES  AND  CHARGE8  PRO- 
VISIONAL ORDER  [NORTH  LONDON, 
&c]   BILL. 

Order  [10th  February,  1892,]  that  the  Rail- 
way Rates  and  Charges  Provisional  Order 
[North  London,  &c]  Bill  be  referred  to  the 
Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  read 
and  discharged. 


Ordered,  That  the  BiU  be  withdrawn.- to> 
Michael  Hicks  Beach,) 

RELIEF  OF    DI8TRE88  (IRELAND). 

1890-91. 

Beturn  ordered — 

"  Of  Particulars  of  Relief  Works  undertake! 
in  certain  parts  of  Ireland  in  the  letter  end  of 
1890,  and  in  1891."— (Mr.  Jackson.) 

Copy  presented  accordingly ;  to  lie 
upon   the  Table,   and   to   ber*  printed. 

[No.  85.] 

SUPREME    COURT    OF    JUDICATURE 
(CIRCUIT  ALLOWANCES,  &c.) 

Address  for — 

"  Return  showing  the  number  of  days  tlia 
Judges  of  the  Queen's  Bench  Division  wen 
absent  from  London  on  the  basinets  of  tin 
Assizes  held  in  1891,  and  stating  the  amount! 
paid  to  them  and  the  circuit  officer!  for  allow- 
ances and  expenses."— (Mr.  Morion.) 

ALLOTMENTS     ACTS      (ACQUISITION 
OF  LAND  BY  LOCAL  AUTHORITIES* 

Returns  ordered — 

"  Of  the  number  of  instances  in  which  (1) 
Rural  Sanitary  Authorities,  under  the  provi- 
sions of  ( The  Allotments  Act,  1887 ; '  and  (2) 
County  Councils,  under  the  provisions  of  tin 
Allotments  Acts,  1887  and  1890,  have  acquired 
land  for  allotments  by  (1)  eompulsorr  pur- 
chase ;  (2)  purchase  by  agreement ;  (3)  bin 
by  agreement;  showing,  in  each  case,  the 
parish  within  which  such  land  has  been  ac- 
quired, the  acreage,  and  the  number  of  tenants 
to  whom  allotments  have  been  let  under  the 
Act. 

"And,  of  the  Rural  Sanitary  Authorhiei 
who  have  not  taken  land  for  Allotments,  awl 
in  each  case  the  reasons  why  the  Authority 
have  not  provided  land  for  the  pnrpotfl, 
whether  in  consequence  of  .their  deeming  it 
unnecessary  to  do  so,  or  otherwise,"— (3fri 
Chatmiiy.) 

JUSTICES  OF  THE  PEACE  IN  PORTS 
(ENGLAND  AND  WALES). 

Address  for — 

"  Return  of  the  names  and  descriptions  of 
the  Justices  assigned  to  keep  the  Peace  in  ftl 
Ports  in  England  and  Wales  having  aseparaie 
Commission  of  the  Peace,  distinguishing  u 
far  as  possible  those  Justices  who  own  slant, 
or  shares  in  ships,  or  in  companies  owning 
ships,  from  the  others."— (Mr.  Chamberlain) 


House  adjourned  at  ten 

Twelve  o'clock. 
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HOUSE  OF  LOKDS, 
'riday,  26th  February,  1892. 


USINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

red,  That  the  evening  sitting  of  the 
on  Tuesday  next,  and  on  all  subsequent 
ys  during  the  present  Session,  do 
ace  at  half-past  Five  o'clock,  unless 
ouse  shall  otherwise  order.  —  (The 
ess  qf  Salisbury,) 

House  adjourned  at  half-past 

Four  o'clock. 


OUSE    OF    COMMONS, 
Friday,  26th  February,  1892. 


PRIVATE    BUSINESS, 


FAST  CITY  CENTRAL  STATION 
AND  RAILWAYS  BILL. 

SECOND    READING. 

ler  for  Second  Reading  read. 

tion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
bt  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 

).)  Mr.  SEXTON  (Belfast,  W.) : 
Bill  proposes  to  take  down  St. 
's  Catholic  Church  at  Belfast,  and 
;his  the  Bishop  and  clergy 
b,  unless  they  have  a  site  for 
e-erection  of  the  church  secured 
them  by  the  promoters  of 
Jill.     To-day   I   have   received   a 

from  the  solicitor  to  the  pro- 
's, to  the  effect  that  an  arrangement 
een  arrived  at  with  the  engineer  of 
icheme-  by  which  a  site  shall  be 
ded  for  another  church,  supposing 
•equired  to  take  down  the  existing 
th,   and    upon    this   undertaking; 

if  possible,  site  No.  1  shall  be 
ible,  or,  if  that  is  not  possible, 
site  No.  2,  I  offer  no  opposition 
3  Bill. 

>tion  agreed  to. 

1  read  a  second  time,  and  com- 
d. 

)L.  I.  [NEW  SERIES.] 


BELFAST  CORPORATION  (LUNATIC 
ASYLUMS,  &c.)  BILL. 

SECOND   READING. 

Order  for  Second  Beading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time." 

(3.10.)  Mr.  SEXTON  (Belfast,  W.) : 
This  Bill  has  two  objects,  both  of  which 
I  conceive  ought  to  be  dealt  with,  not 
by  means  of  a  Private  Bill,  but  by  the 
Local  Government  Bill  before  the 
House  at  the  present  time.  One  of 
these  objects  relates  to  the  contribu- 
tions of  the  City  of  Belfast  for  the 
maintenance  of  Reformatories  and  In- 
dustrial Schools.  The  City  of  Belfast 
at  present  contributes  in  this  respect 
with  the  Counties  of  Down  and  Antrim. 
By  the  Local  Government  Bill  the 
Corporation  of  Belfast  will  become  an 
Urban  County  Council,  and  will  acquire 
the  fiscal  powers  now  exercised  by  the 
Grand  Juries  of  the  counties.  It 
is  evident,  therefore,  that  the  pur- 
pose intended  by  this  portion  of 
the  Bill  will  be  more  effectually 
attained  under  the  general  law,  and 
this  portion  of  the  Bill  ought  not  to  be 
entertained  by  the  House.  But  my 
main  objection  to  the  Bill  concerns  the 
Lunatic  Asylum  at  Belfast,  and  the 
extent  of  the  asylum  district.  At 
present  the  Antrim  district  is  included 
with  the  City  of  Belfast,  and  the  asylum 
is  governed  by  a  Board  of  Governors, 
nominated  partly  by  the  local  contri- 
butors and  partly  by  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant. Some  time  ago  the  Board  of 
Control,  a  State  Department  instituted 
by  Parliament  for  the  government  of 
Lunatic  Asylums  in  Ireland,  agreed  to 
the  erection  of  a  second  lunatic  asylum 
in  the  County  of  Antrim,  to  meet  the 
requirements  for  further  accommoda- 
tion ;  and  for  convenience  and  the 
health  of  patients  it  was  arranged  that 
transfers  should  be  made  from  the  one 
to  the  other.  The  Board  of  Governors 
of  the  existing  asylum  at  first  approved 
of  the  project,  and  the  promoters  of 
this  Bill  have  circulated  a  statement 
for  the  information  of  the  House,  which 
I  cannot  but  characterise  as  extremely 
misleading,  and  one  which,  in  my  ex- 
perience, is  unprecedented  in  its 
recklessness ;    for  they  state  that  the 
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Board  of  Governors  are  in  favour  of 
this  scheme,  whereas  the  fact  is,  that 
although   the    Board   of    Governors  a 
long  time  since — I  think  in  1890 — at 
a  small  meeting  passed  what  may  be 
described   as    a   snatch    resolution    in 
favour  of  a  scheme  of  which  they  had 
not  then  had  a  clear  view,  this  state- 
ment entirely  suppresses  the  fact  that 
within  the  last  few  weeks  the  existing 
Board   passed  a  resolution  adverse  to 
the  scheme.      I  see  no  Representative 
of  the  Irish  Government  present,  or  I 
should  like  to  ask  for  an  explanation  of 
what  effect  was  produced  on  the  mind 
of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  by  this  change 
of  mind  on  the  part  of  the  Board  of 
Governors.    Does  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
think,    does    the     Board    of    Control 
think,   that    this    is    a    scheme     that 
ought  to  be  earned  out  ?     The  inten- 
tion of    Parliament,   by    the    Lunatic 
Asylums    Act,    manifestly    and    indis- 
putably  was,  that  changes  of  this  kind 
should  be  carried  out,  if  at  all,  under 
the  authority  of  the  public  law  by  the 
constituted  Department,  and    not    by 
means  of  a  Private  Bill.     What  is  the 
proposal?     The  proposal  is,   not   that 
there  shall  be  two  asylums  in  one  dis- 
trict  governed  by  one  Board,  but  that 
there  shall  be  two  Boards  constituted 
for  separate  management,  although  it  is 
intended  that  patients  may  be  trans- 
ferred from  the  one  to  the  other.  Upon 
this  I  may  say  at  once,  that  to  insti- 
tute two  Boards  for  the  two  asylums 
will   mean   that   both   the    County  of 
Antrim  and  the  City  of  Belfast  will  be 
heavily   mulcted.     Two  staffs  of  high 
oilicials,  two  staffs  of    assistants,  two 
sets  of  contractors,  with  the  certainty 
that  higher  prices  will  be  paid  for  two 
sets  of  supplies   purchased  in  smaller 
quantities,  two  sets  of  advertisements, 
and  two   sets  of    machinery    for    the 
transaction  of  business  generally.     On 
its   merits,  I   say  the   scheme   is  one 
that  the  House  ought  not  to  entertain. 
But  I  do  not  lean  most  upon  that.     I 
rely  on  the  principle  that  Parliament 
by  Public  Statute  has  created  a  Depart- 
ment for  dealing  with  questions  of  this 
class,  and  if  circumstances  require  that 
these  matters  should  be  revised  or  re- 
viewed, then  that  should  be  done  by 
Public   Act,   and   not   by  means  of  a 
Private    Bill.     The    Lord    Lieutenant 
and  the  Board  of  Control  have  power 
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to    separate,     extend,    contract,  « 
alter    any    County    Lunatic  Asyta 
District,   and  they  have  so  seprifet 
the    Counties  of   Down  and  Antra. 
I    am     told    that    the    Lord  Un- 
tenant   cannot    separate  a  city  tan 
a  county,   and,  if  so,  it  is  maxriWi  ■-£ 
I  think,  that  if  a  difficulty  present  fc  r 
self  in  this  respect   it  should  not  b 
solved  by  a  Private  Bill ;  and,  since  w 
have  a  Local  Government  Bill  beta 
Parliament,  why  not  insert,  as  a  matta 
of  general  law,  a  provision  which  shil 
give  the    Lord    Lieutenant  powr  to 
separate  a  city  from  a  county  ?   H* 
Bill  proposes  that  the  City  of  Belta 
shall  be  a  district  in  itself — ananpno- 
dented  proposition ;  there  is  nothing  of 
the  kind  irf  Ireland— and  that  control  I 
shall  be    vested    in   the  CorpotatiflB.1, 
Now,  I  fail  to  discover  any  argument  \it 
why  an   institution   supported  in  « 
moiety  of  the  cost  by  the  State  show 
be  vested  in  a  Local  Body.    It  i*Fj* 
posed  to  give  the  Corporation  ah*** 
control  of  the  asylum,  and  on  tW  I 
have  to  make  two  remarks.   In* 
first  place,  as  I  have  said  before  in  )■ 
House,  though  it  led  to  no  nracfa* 
result,  that  although  one-thira  oi  tb  k 
population  of  Belfast  is  Catholic,  ***  Y 
three  or  four  score    thousands,  **  1- 
has    been     the      jerrymandering  <J  | 
the      wards    in    past    times—  sob* 
50    years    since,    when    Belfast  ** 
a    small    place — that    Catholics  v* 
unable  to  return  a  single  member  to 
the  Corporation.      Thtre  are   80,000 
Catholics  in   the  town,  yet  out  of  40  1 
members  of    the    Corporation    that 
is    not     a    solitary    Catholic.     Not, 
the     proposal     is     that     in    regvd 
to     the     Governing     Body    of    this 
asylum,   in   which   Catholics  have  id 
much   interest,  the  Corporation  shaB 
have  the  power  to  nominate  12  of  the  18 
Governors,  giving  them  simply  absolute 
control, and  this  is  in  direct  contravention 
of  Clause  15  of  the  Local  Government 
Bill,   which  provides  that    the   Lod 
Lieutenant  shall  nominate  half  of  the 
Governing  Body,  upon  the  principle  thtt 
as  the  funds  are  provided  in  moieties 
the     representation    shall    be   equal- 
But  the  Corporation  of  Belfast,  ignoring 
this  rule,  wish  to  appropriate  two-thirds 
of  the  representation.     It  is  evident,  1 
think,  that  the  House   cannot  for  a 
moment  entertain   the  idea  of  giving 
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msion  of  power  to  a' 
y  by  means  of  a  Private  Bill, 
itravention  of  a  Bill  by  which 
•nment  propose   to  establish 

rule  of  law  in  regard  to  a 
nt  Department.     I  say,  also, 

be  intended  that  patients 
transferred  from  the  one  to 
for  the  sake  of  their  health, 

not  expedient  to  have  two 
I  Governors  subject  to  the 
i  of  establishing  two  asylums 
unty.  The  establishment  of 
Is  will  certainly  not  contribute 
mony  of  management.  There 
ie  Bill  elaborate,  I  may  say 
3,  provisions  for  the  settle- 
isputes  between  the  Board  of 
j  in  Belfast  and  in  the  county, 

accommodation  of  patients, 
larges  to  be  made.     I   must 

institution  of  two  Boards 
Is  bring  with  it  a  conflict  of 
I  submit,  that  if  the  public 
spect  to  the  administration 
3  be  amended,  as  to  which  no 
been  shown,  this  should  be 
ublic  enactment,  and  not  by 
Bill  for  one  city.  I  submit, 
there  are  matters  of  account 
lgements  to  be  adjusted  in 
>ns  between  the  city  and  the 
nsequent  upon  Belfast  being 
d  an  Urban  County  Council ; 
y,  I  submit  it  is  extremely 
3nt  and  inexpedient  that  the 
Commons  should  promote 
ptional,  piecemeal  legislation 

to  one  city  on  a  question 
g  as  it  does  the  whole  nation, 

unquestionably  a  matter  of 
v.  If  the  House  entertain 
►sition  and,  still  more,  if  it  be 
.o  law,  what  will  be  the  effect 
cal  Government  Bill?  That 
i  overloaded  with  Amendments 
jarticular  legislation  for  every 
treland.  We  shall  have  to 
l  Amendment  in  respect  to  the 
iblin,  vesting  the  asylum  there 
orporation   of  that   city,  and 

Corporation  of  that  city  two- 
e  representation  on  theGovern- 
md  providing  for  two  asylums ; 
have  to  present  Amendments 
eration  of  the  various  districts 
.,  and  for  the  increase  of  the 
ihe  local  contributory  bodies, 
of  principle,  and   in  point  of 


expediency,  the  House  should  de- 
cline to  entertain,  in  a  Private 
Bill,  these  proposals  touching  a 
matter  of  public  law.  Therefore, 
I  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  who 
now  represents  the  Government  (Mr. 
Ritchie),  and  in  whom  I  have  every 
confidence,  though  this  is  a  matter 
more  concerning  the  Irish  Minister,  to 
assent  to  the  proposal  I  make,  that  the 
Bill  should  either  be  rejected  to-day, 
or  that,  at  any  rate,  it  should  be  post- 
poned until  the  mind  of  Parliament  is 
ascertained  in  regard  to  the  principle, 
and  even  the  details,  of  the  Local  Govern^ 
ment  Bill.  If  the  Bill  is  now  persisted 
with,  we  must  meet  it  with  determined 
opposition  at  every  stage. 
*(3.25.)  Sir  EDWARD  HARLAND 
(Belfast,  N.) :  I  quite  hoped  that  the  hon. 
Member  for  West  Belfast  would  have 
given  us  hearty  support  rather  than 
have  put  opposition  in  the  way  of  the 
Bill,  though  I  am  glad  he  has  adopted 
the  latter  course  in  a  rather  mild,  and 
I  may  say  rather  a  good-hearted  spirit. 
It  is  well  known  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Belfast  that  such  has  been  the  rapid 
and  enormous  growth  of  the  city  that 
the  Lunatic  Asylum  which  has  served  for 
all  the  patients  in  Belfast  and  Antrim 
has  become  totally  unfit  for  its  purposes ; 
and  when  I  had  the  honour  of  a  seat 
as  one  of  the  Governors,  three  or  four 
years  ago,  the  question  was  continually 
before  the  Board  of  Governors,  and  the 
point  was  raised  how  the  Asylum  could 
be  enlarged  and  made  suitable  for  the 
increasing  requirements.  Structural 
enlargement  was  deemed  impossible, 
and  at  that  time  it  was  deter- 
mined that  the  building  should 
be  offered  for  sale  to  the  War 
Office,  to  be  used  as  a  barrack.  This 
will  give  an  idea  of  the  extent  to  which 
the  Governors  had  at  that  time  gone 
towards  the  conclusion  that  the 
building  was  quite  unfitted  for  its 
purpose.  Since  then  Belfast  has  still 
more  rapidly  increased,  until  at  last  it 
has  been  found  impossible  to  arrange 
matters  so  as  to  accommodate  the  whole 
of  the  patients  from  Belfast  and 
Antrim,  many  of  whom  have  had  to  be 
sent  to  Ballymena  and  other  unions 
in  Down  and  Antrim.  The  necessity 
for  an  extension  of  the  asylum  having 
been  shown,  very  grave  consideration 
was  given  to  the  problem,  and  in  the 
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rosult  we  have  this  Bill,  which  we 
submit  to  the  House  for  Second  Bead- 
ing. The  objections  the  hon.  Member 
has  raised  should  be  looked  upon 
rather  as  minor  points  which  can 
readily  be  adjusted  by  a  Committee 
upstairs,  should  the  House  give 
the  Bill  a  Second  Beading.  Since  the 
Bill  was  printed  we  have  had  before  us 
the  Local  Government  Bill,  some  of 
the  minor  clauses  of  which  would  un- 
doubtedly to  some  extent  affect  this 
Bill,  but  the  promoters,  the  Corporation 
of  Belfast,  are  perfectly  willing  on  these 
^points  to  alter  the  Bill  in  Committee. 
But  what  we  broadly  urge  on  the  con- 
sideration of  the  House  is  that,  the 
necessity  for  some  such  change  being 
shown,  we  were  bound  to  carry  it 
through,  and  with  the  object  of  getting 
authority  for  the  transfer  we  submit 
our  proposals  to  the  House.  Further, 
I  say  the  Board  of  Control  in  Dublin, 
having  had  the  matter  thoroughly  laid 
before  them,  came  to  the  conclusion 
that  this  was  the  best  course  to  take, 
expressed  regret  that  they  had  not  the 
power  to  carry  it  through,  and  urged 
proceeding  with  a  Private  Bill. 
County  Antrim  will  erect  an  asylum 
for  county  patients,  and  the  present 
building  will  be  sold  to  the  Cor- 
poration. 

Mb.  SEXTON :  Will  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man allow  me  to  ask  him  one  question? 
Has  the  mind  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
and  has  the  opinion  of  the  Board  of 
Control  been  ascertained  since  the 
Board  of  Governors  rescinded  their 
resolution  in  favour  of  the  scheme  ? 
♦Sib  B.  HARLAND  :  With  reference 
to  that,  I  may  say  distinctly  that  the 
Board  of  Governors  came  to  a  definite 
and  decisive  resolution  in  the  year  1890 
to  make  this  transfer ;  the  Grand  Jury 
of  County  Antrim  approved  and  raised 
no  objection  to  it,  ana  it  is  only  within 
the  last  two  or  three  weeks  that  the 
Board  of  Governors  again  reviewed  the 
matter,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  it  is  an 
unbusinesslike  proceeding  to  raise  ob- 
jections at  the  last  moment,  when  the 
Bill  had  been  entered  upon,  and  it  was 
ascertained  that  the  Grand  Jury  of 
Antrim  raised  no  objection,  and  when 
the  points  of  difference  can  be  adjusted 
after  consideration  of  all  interests  by 
the  Committee  upstairs.  All  this  was 
shown  to  the  County  Authorities ;  they 

Sir  Edward  Harland 


waived  their  objections  on  minor  points, 
and  the  County  Members  are  here  to 
support  the  Second  Beading  of  the  Bill, 
if  necessary.   It  can  be  shown,  I  think, 
that   the  supposed  rescinding  of  the 
resolution  was  a  momentary  thought, 
and  should  not  stand  in  the  way  of  a 
large  transaction  of  this  kind,  to  which 
serious  consideration  has  been  given 
for  years.     If  at  the  last  moment  a 
momentary  change  of  opinion  should  be 
allowed  such  weight  as  to  change  a 
course  of  policy  deliberately  entered 
upon,  what  progress  can  be  made  in  any 
important  public    undertaking?    The 
promoters  of  this  Bill  are  business  men; 
they  have  come  after  serious  considera- 
tion to  the  opinion   that  this  change 
is  necessary,  and  I  beg  the  House  to 
view    the    proposal    of     the    Belfast 
Corporation  in  a  favourable  light  by 
giving  the   Bill    a    Second    Beading. 
leaving  points  of  detail  to  be  fairly  and 
fully  discussed  before  a  Committee. 

♦(3.29.)  Sib  JOSEPH  M'KENNA 
(Monaghan,  S.) :  The  hon.  Baronet  has 
not  in  the  slightest  degree  removed 
the  main  objection — that  being,  that 
principle  and  expediency  are  opposed 
to  such  an  attempt  to  deal  piecemeal 
with  Local  Government  administra- 
tion in  one  of  its  most  important 
details,  the  management  of  lunatic 
asylums.  The  hon.  Member  for 
West  Belfast  has  so  forcibly,  and 
lucidly,  and  so  unanswerably  stated 
the  objections,  that  I  certainly  will 
not  attempt  to  go  over  them  again. 
I  appeal  to  the  Chief  Secretary  not  to 
allow  this  Bill  to  pass,  for  it  conflicts 
with  certain  principles  in  the  Local 
Government  Bill  for  Ireland  introduced 
by  the  Leader  of  the  House  within  the 
last  few  days.  I  shall  give  my 
most  emphatic  opposition  to  the  Bill 
in  the  shape  in  which  it  now  appears, 
and  I  am  sure  that  if  it  passes  it 
will  be  the  cause  of  many  objec- 
tions and  amendments  being  raised 
to  the  Local  Government  Bill. 

(3.30.)  Mb,  MACARTNEY  (An- 
trim, S.) :  I  do  not  think  there  is  any 
dispute  as  to  the  necessity  for  making 
provision  for  lunatics  in  the  district. 
The  hon.  Member  for  West  Belfast  has 
objected  to  details  in  the  Bill. 
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Mb.  SEXTON:  The  establishment 
*f  a  second  asylum  has  nothing  to  do 
mitih.  the  Bill,  that  is  determined  ;  the 
nain  point  is,  the  division  of  the 
governorship  of  the  two  asylums. 

Mb.  MACARTNEY :  One  of  the  ob- 
ections  of  the  hon.  Member  was  on  the 
loore  of  expense  ;  but  I  think  he  must 
tee  that  if  two  asylums  are  established 
t  is  impossible  that  the  same  staff  can 
lo  duty  in  both.  The  Governors  are 
lnpaid,  so  that  the  establishment  of 
rwo  Boards  will  add  nothing  to  the  ex- 
penses imposed  on  county  or  city, 
then  the  hon.  Member  objected  to  the 
clause  dealing  with  the  transfer  of 
mtients.  Now,  I  am  not  so  locally 
connected  with  the  city  as  with  the 
sounty  ;  but  I  have  authority  from  the 
promoters  to  say  that  this  clause  was 
introduced  at  the  direct  suggestion  of 
the  Board  of  Control. 

Mb.  SEXTON  :  The  hon.  Member 
entirely  misapprehends  me.  I  do  not 
>bject  to  the  transfers.  I  approve  of 
diem,  they  are  excellent ;  but  I  object 
«o  having  the  control  of  these  trans- 
fers of  patients  under  two  Boards  of 
Governors. 

Mb.  MACARTNEY:  I  am  dealing 
with  the  hon.  Member's  objections 
generally,  and  I  wish  to  explain  that 
this  clause  did  not  originate  in  any  deep 
clesign  or  sinister  intention  of  the  Cor- 

S oration  of  Belfast ;  but  it  was  intro- 
uced  at  the  instigation  of  the  Board  of 
Control.    The  Board  of  Control  is  re- 

3x>nsible  for  this  suggestion  in  the 
ill.  Then  as  to  the  vesting  the  asylum 
in  the  Corporation,  where  again  I  think 
the  hon.  Member  raised  an  objection., 
I  have  authority  to  say  that  the  pro- 
moters will  consent  to  any  clause  that 
the  Board  of  Control  desire  should  be 
introduced.  They  do  not  wish  to 
depart  from  any  clause,  they  will 
accept  anything  the  Board  of  Control 
think  it  is  necessary  to  insert.  On  the 
general  question  as  to  the  desirability 
of  delaying  this  Bill  until  the  passing 
of  the  Local  Government  Bill,  I  think 
it  is  hardly  reasonable  to  ask  this  from 
the  promoters,  the  necessity  for  a  Bill 
of  that  kind  being  admitted.  If  I 
understand  the  attitude  taken  up  by 
the  hon.  Member  and  his  friends,  the 
passing  of  the  Local  Government  Bill 
may  not  possibly  become  an  ac- 
complished   fact  within   the    present 


Session ;  and  the  necessity  for  dealing 
with  this  question  being  admitted,  I 
hardly  think  the  House  will  object 
to  the  Second  Reading.  But  all  the 
objections  of  the  hon.  Member  go  to 
the  clauses,  and  on  these  points  of 
objection  the  promoters  are  ready  and 
willing  to  accept  suggestions  which 
may  be  made  by  the  Board  of  Control 
before  the  Committee  upstairs. 

(3.35.)  Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Long- 
ford, N.) :  I  did  not  hear  with  any 
satisfaction  the  declaration  from  the 
hon.  Baronet  opposite  (Sir.  E.  Harland) 
that  this  Bill  has  been  drawn  by 
business  men.  Now,  if  there  is  any- 
thing I  abhor  in  relation  to  matters  of 
this  kind  it  is  an  arrangement  entered 
into  by  business  men,  for  there  is 
almost  sure  to  be  some  attempt  at 
fraud  at  the  bottom  of  it,  some  attempt  to 
take  an  advantage  of  somebody.  It  is 
part  of  the  system  of  business  men 
in  these  business-like  arguments  on 
which  they  plume  themselves  upon 
having  a  superiority  over  the  rest  of 
creation.  I  have  the  most  profound 
distrust  of  the  talk  about  the  arrange- 
ments of  business  men.  My  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  West  Belfast 
(Mr.  Sexton)  has  taken  an  attitude 
which  entitles  him  to  the  gratitude  of 
the  House,  and  especially  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government.  He  has  hit 
the  blot  in  the  Bill,  and  I  am  amazed 
that  the  Irish  Secretary  should  have 
thought  this  Bill  of  so  little  importance 
that,  until  he  was  urgently  sent  for  by 
the  President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board,  he  did  not  think  it  worth  his 
while  to  attend  this  discussion.  This 
business  arrangement  on  the  part  of  the 
Corporation  of  Belfast  is  an  attempt  to 
contravene  the  general  law ;  but  con- 
trast the  action  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government  with  that  taken  towards 
the  Municipal  Franchise  Bill  which  we 
introduced  a  week  ago.  What  did  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  say  no  later 
than  Wednesday  last  week  ?  "  We 
cannot  have  your  Bill,"  said  he,  "  be- 
cause it  is  in  contravention  of  our 
splendid  Local  Government  scheme," 
the  boon  he  proposes  to  cram  down 
our  throats.  But  here,  as  my  hon. 
Friend  has  said,  is  a  direct  attempt  to 
contravene  your  Local  Government 
Bill,  an  attempt  by  Belfast  to  secure 
for  itself  a  specific  legislative  enactment 
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and  facilities  above  all  the  rest  of  that 
part  of  the  United  Kingdom  called 
Ireland.  Dublin,  Kilkenny,  Cork, 
Limerick,  Waterford,  all  the  rest  of 
the  Corporations  of  Ireland,  are  to  be 
subject  to  the  general  law,  all  but 
Belfast,  because  Belfast  happens  to  be 
a  centre  of  that  ••  loyal  "  minority  where 
so  much  harmony  exists,  except  on  the 
12th  July,  and  is  to  have  special 
legislation. 

Mr.  MACARTNEY :  Will  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  allow  me  to  say 
that,  as  I  have  stated,  the  Corporation 
are  quite  willing  to  drop  the  exceptional 
clauses. 

Mh.  T.  M.  HEALY  :   Then  there  re- 
mains no  necessity  for  the  Bill.     The 
Local  Government  Bill  can  be  availed 
of  much  more  cheaply  and  without  the 
expenses  of  counsel,  who,  I  understand, 
get  very  fine  fees  for  their  arguments  up- 
stairs.    It  can  be  done   more  cheaply 
and  expeditiously  without  the  expenses 
of  counsel  and  solicitors,  who  benefit  so 
largely  from  this  Private  Bill  legislation. 
I   am    amazed  that   the  Chairman   of 
Committees    does   not   interpose   with 
opposition  to  this  Bill.     He  had  hardly 
been  a  week  in  his  office  when  he  took 
part  against  us  for  altering  the  fran- 
chise in  a  Private   Bill.      In  1885  Sir 
Charles  Dilke  put  a  Franchise  Amend- 
ment into  the  KathminesBill.     We  the 
following  year  tried  to  follow  that  up. 
but  the  Chairman  of   Committees  got 
our  proposal  rejected,  and  the  borough 
franchise     has     remained    ever   since. 
What  is  this  but  to  alter  the  franchise 
and    derogate  from  the    general  law  ? 
Here   is    the   general    law    of     Local 
Government,  that  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
shall  have  half  the  power  of  nomination. 
Why  does  not  the  Chairman  of  Com- 
mittees,  why  does  not  the  Leader  of  the 
House,  intervene  and  sav,  "  You  must 
not  alter  the  franchise  simply  for  the 
erection    of  another  Board  of  Govern- 
ors? "     What   is  sauce  for  the  goose  is 
sauce  for  the  gander.     From  our  point 
of  view,  why  should  not  the  Corporations 
of  Clonmel  or  Waterford  have  similar 
powers  ?     Where  is  the  keen  anxiety  of 
the     Chairman    of   Committees     with 
regard  to  the  alteration  of  the  franchise, 
when   this   very   week   we    have    had 
before  us  a  scheme  of  Local  Govern- 
ment, in  which  dealing  with  this  very 
question  of  lunatics  is  included  ?     The 
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Government    were    willing  that  this 
Bill     should     pass    sub   silentio,  tod 
but    for    the    vigilance    of    my  hon. 
Friend   this   might    have  been  done. 
I  do  not  interest  myself  with  proposals 
dealing  with  lunatic  asylums,  especially 
when   they   are  contained  in  Private 
Bills  ;    but  here  the  Government  were 
willing  to  acquiesce  in  a  proposal  in  a 
Private    Bill    to     derogate    from  the 
general  law  as  embodied  in  their  owi 
Bill.    Fortunately  my  hon.  Friend  read 
the  Bill,  and  was  here  to  challenge  it, 
while  the  Irish  Secretary  staved  ouiol 
the  House  until  he  was  twice  urgently 
sent  for. 

The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  TO 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Jackson,  Leeds,  N.|: 
That  is  absolutely  incorrect. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY :  Did  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  hear  one  word  of  the 
statement  of  my  hon.  Friend  the  Mem- 
ber for  West  Belfast  ? 

Mr.  JACKSON  :  No ;  I  did  not 
because  I  was  in  attendance  upon  a 
deputation,  and  unable  to  be  present 
here  ;  but  I  hurried  to  my  place  as  soon 
as  I  was  able  to  do  so. 

Mr.   T.  M.   HEALY:    Very  good. 
Accepting  that  in  full,  what  was  the 
duty    of    the  Representatives    of  the 
Government  who  were  present?    Why 
did    not   the   President   of  the  Loctl 
Government  Board  get  up  and  say,  on 
behalf   of  the    Government,  that  this 
was  an  attempt  to  derogate  from  the 
general  law,  and  that  it  must  be  post- 
poned  until  the  Chief  Secretary  could 
be  in  his  place  ?     Why  was  not  some 
action  of  the  kind  taken  ?     No,  but  for 
the  vigilance  of  my  hon.  Friend,  the 
Bill    would     have     slipped    through, 
because  of  this  arrangement  with  busi- 
ness men,  to  whom  the  hon.  Baronet 
(Sir  E.   Harland)   has  alluded.     Wi 
have  business  men  on  this  side  of  the 
House.     The   whole   question  can  he 
dealt  with  just  as  well  in  the  Local  Go- 
vernment Bill  as  it  can  be  in  the  Bill 
now  before  us.     I  sav  it  can  be  much 
better    dealt     with.     Of  *  course,   we 
may  be  asked,    "  How   on  earth  doe* 
the  question  of  Protestant  and  Catholic 
come  in  on  the  question  of  the  manage- 
ment of  lunatic  asylums?"     We  sav 
we   are  entitled   to  a  fair    proportion 
of    the    representation    on   the   Local 
Bodies,  and  this,  owing  to  your  jerry- 
mandering of  the  wards  in  past 
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now  unable  to  obtain.  It  often 
Mns  that  some  of  the  unfortunate 
Bites  of  these  asylums  have  their 
on  restored  towards  the  close  of 
r  days,  and  we  say  at  these  mo- 
fcs  the  consolation  of  religion  should 
ffered  to  them.  We  are  entitled  to 
B  more  than  a  third  of  the  repre- 
»tion,  but  we  have  not  a  single  re- 
•entative  on  the  Board  of  Control ; 
have  not  one  representative  on  the 
■poration ;  we  cannot  even  have  a 
tnolic  scavenger  in  Belfast — there  is 
&  a  Catholic  employe  of  the  Corpora- 
tt  of  Belfast,  from  town  clerk  to 
kvenger.  My  hon.  Friend  (Mr. 
[ton)  represents  a  third  of  the  popu- 
ion  of  Belfast,  and  to  say  that  he 
not  to  be  heard  by  the  Chief  Secre- 
f  upon  this  Bill,  because  the  right 
i.  Gentleman  is  attending  a  depu- 
on,  and  that  the  Bill  cannot  be 
bponed,  is  a  little  too  much.  I  think 
time  has  now  come  for  the  Govern- 
lt  to  be  heard.  They  have  their 
i  Bill,  and  if  they  believe  in  the 
ues  of  that  Bill  for  healing  the  woes 
reland,  let  it  have  equal  application 
Belfast.  You  may  amend  that  Bill 
include  all  these  questions,  and 
ainly  the  stand  you  have  taken 
inst  the  Municipal  Franchise  Bill  is 

we  may  fairly  ask  you  to  adopt 
inst  this  Bill. 

1.41.)    Mr.  JACKSON  :   The  hon. 

learned   Gentleman   might   have 

)d  a   great    deal  of    his  warmth, 

there  is  not  the  slightest  foun- 
on  for  any  of  the  sugges- 
s  and  insinuations  he  has  thrown 

in  regard  to  my  absence  from 
earlier  part  of  this  Debate.  It  is 
r  gratifying  to  me,  as  one  of  those 
rested  in  the  Irish  Local  Govern- 
it  Bill,  to  find,  from  expressions  the 
.  and  learned  Member  has  used, 
i  he  has  a  deep  conviction  that  the 
al  Government  Bill  is  going  to  pass 

Session. 

h.  T.  M.  HEALY:  With  your 
ority  and  the  Closure. 
[b.  JACKSON :  And,  therefore,  the 
ision  of  this  asylum  will  not  be 
udiced  or  delayed  to  any  great 
nt,  even  though  this  Bill  should  be 
3ted.  Now,  I  want  just  to  make 
r  the  position,  so  far  as  the  organi- 
>n  of  this  Bill  is  concerned.  I 
5ve  there  was,  long  prior  to  any 


knowledge  on  the  part  of  the  Local 
Authorities  of  what  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Bill  would  contain,  a  general 
opinion  that  such  proposals  as  these 
were  necessary.  There  is  no  connection 
between  the  introduction  of  this  Bill  of 
the  City  of  Belfast  and  the  Local 
Government  Bill,  as  the  hon.  Member 
implies  there  is.  This  question  has 
been  before  the  Board  of  Control  on 
many  previous  occasions,  and  it  is,  I 
believe,  admitted  on  all  hands  that 
there  is  a  necessity  for  some  more 
adequate  accommodation  for  the  in- 
sane. That  everybody  is  agreed  upon. 
Then  the  two  Local  Bodies  have  been  in 
consultation  and  communication,  and 
the  question  comes  before  the  Govern- 
ment of  Ireland  in  this  form,  their 
consent  being  necessary  to  enable  the 
Local  Authority,  the  City  of  Belfast,  to 
promote  this  Bill.  There  was,  I  say, 
an  agreement  between  the  two  Bodies 
— a  general  agreement — that  further 
accommodation  was  necessary. 

Mr.  SEXTON  :  May  I  ask  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  am  I  not  right  in 
saying  further  accommodation  has  been 
provided  for  by  order  of  the  Depart- 
ment in  Ireland  and  has  nothing  to  do 
with  this  Bill  ? 

*Mr.  JACKSON:  The  insane,  of 
course,  had  to  be  provided  for ;  but  no 
detailed  provision  was  made  in  this 
manner.  With  regard  to  the  Governing 
Body,  I  understand  that  both  the  hon. 
Member  for  West  Belfast  and  the  hon. 
Member  for  Longford  complain  that 
under  the  Bill  the  representation  is  not 
fair.  As  regards  the  clauses  in  this  Bill 
which  conflict  with  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Bill,  the  Irish  Government,  in 
due  course,  as  soon  as  they  saw  the 
Bill,  gave  notice  to  the  promoters  that 
these  clauses  would  have  to  be  amended 
or  omitted. 

Mr.  SEXTON  :  What  clauses? 

*Mr.  JACKSON  :  I  am  speaking  of 
the  clauses  in  this  Private  Bill  now 
before  us  relating  to  the  election  of 
Governors,  and  to  which,  I  understand, 
the  hon.  Member  has  made  objection; 
In  the  promotion  of  the  Bill  the 
Government  take  no  part ;  it  is  purely 
a  local  question,  but  it  seems  to  me  to 
be  a  reasonable  attempt  on  the  part  of 
the  City  of  Belfast  to  solve  the  difficulty 
and  make  the  provision  necessary 
Before  a  Committee  upstairs  all  objec* 
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tions  can  be  urged,  and  upon  the 
evidence  before  thein  it  will  be  for  the 
Committee  to  decide.  So  far  as  I  am 
concerned,  1  am  not  prepared  to  vote 
against  sending  the  Bill  to  a  Committee 
to  be  dealt  with. 

(3.47.)  Mk.  MAURICE  HEALY 
(Cork) :  I  think  the  statement  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  is  far  from  being 
satisfactory.  Of  course,  we  learn  with 
pleasure  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
intends  to  insist  that  the  clauses  re- 
lating to  the  election  of  Governors  are 
to  he  withdrawn.  That  we  understand 
to  be  definitelv  settled.  I  must  sav 
that  I  am  surprised  that  it  ever  entered 
into  the  heads  of  the  promoters  to 
insert  these  clauses.  They  appear  to 
think  that  Belfast  is  entitled  to  be 
placed  in  a  different  position  to  any 
other  community  in  Ireland.  Why,  this 
question  of  representation  on  the  Board 
of  Control  is  one  upon  which  there  has 
long  been  controversy  between  Irish 
Members  and  the  Government.  What 
is  the  position  in  the  City  of  Cork  ? 
The  Cork  Corporation  has  not  a  single 
member  representing  it  on  the  Board 
of  Control  for  Cork  Lunatic  Asylum. 
Over  and  over  again  the  Lord  Lieuten- 
ant has  refused,  in  a  manner  calculated 
to  give  the  greatest  offence  to  the  great 
body  of  ratepayers  in  Cork,  to  permit 
the  Corporation  to  elect  a  single  mem- 
ber to  the  Board  of  Control  for  Cork 
Asylum,  to  the  maintenance  of  which 
the  citizens  of  Cork  largely  contribute. 
Cork  being  in  this  position,  why  is 
Belfast  entitled  to  this  privileged 
position  ?  In  a  similar  way,  four  or  live 
years  ago  a  municipal  franchise  was 
conferred  on  Belfast  which  was  refused 
to  the  rest  of  Ireland.  The  doctrine 
seems  to  have  gone  forth  that  Belfast 
is  entitled  to  an  exceptional  electoral 
position  to  which  no  other  town  can 
attain.  Now,  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man assumes  that  our  opposition  is 
based  on  the  idea  that  the  Local 
Government  Bill  is  certain  to  pass 
this  Session,  but  I  beg  to  say 
that  no  such  absurd  hypothesis 
influences  our  action.  But  whether 
that  Bill  passes  or  not,  this  Bill  is 
equally  objectionable.  If  the  Local 
Government  Bill  passes,  then  this  Bill 
confers  on  Belfast  electoral  privileges 
in  advance  of  the  Local  Government 
Bill,  and  if  it  does  not  pass  the  position 

Mr.  Jackson 


is  worse,  for  then  the  City  of  Belfast, 
under  this  Bill,  would  have  the  right 
to  elect  two-thirds  of  the  Governors  of 
the  local  lunatic  asylum,  whereas  other 
communities  in  Ireland  would  have  no 
right  to  elect  a  single  member.  I  should 
like  to  have  a  frank  statement  from  the 
promoters;  if  the  clauses  relating  to  the 
election  of  Governors  are  dropped,  is 
there  any  advantage  in  their  Bill  at  all? 
What  purpose  will  it  serve  ?  It  is  ad- 
mitted that  under  the  existing  law 
provision  can  be  made  for  the  erection 
of  an  additional  lunatic  asvlum.  The  onlv 
question,  therefore,  the  Bill  deals  with, 
the  onlv  clauses  which  are  necessary, 
the  only  clauses  to  change  the  law,  are 
the  clauses  regulating  the  franchise, 
and  if  these  are  dropped,  then  surely 
that  is  the  death  warrant  of  the  whole 
Bill,  for  no  advantage  will  be  conferred 
on  Belfast,  and  no  privilege  that  can- 
not be  gained  under  the  existing  law. 
I  presume  there  are  some  clauses  for 
rating  purposes,  but  that  is  all.  I  beg 
to  move  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  second 
time  this  dav  six  months. 

Amendment  proposed,  to  leave  om 
the  word  "  now,"  and  at  the  end  of 
the  Question  to  add  the  words  "  upon 
this  day  six  months. M — (Mr.  Maurice 
Ilea  It/.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  word 
1  now  '  stand  part  of  the  Question." 

(3.51.)  Mr.  KNOX  (Cavan,  W.|: 
I  beg  to  support  the  Amendment 
moved  by  mv  hon.  Friend.  1 
object  equally  to  every  part  of  this 
Bill.  I  object,  in  the  first  place,  became 
I  think  the  interests  of  the  Counties  oi 
Down  and  Antrim  have  been  neglected 
in  the  way  the  Bill  has  been  prepared 
in  favour  of  the  clique  who  manage 
the  municipal  affairs  of  Belfast.  As  ft 
ratepayer  of  County  Down  I  personally 
object  to  the  Bill.  But  I  do  not 
merely  object  on  that  ground,  which 
would  not  be  a  sufficient  ground  for 
opposing  the  Second  Reading  of  the 
Bill,  inasmuch  as  it  is  a  detail  which 
could  be  treated  in  Committee.  I 
object  to  the  Bill,  because  it  proposes 
to  set  up  a  religious  tyranny  over  the 
Catholic  minority  in  the  Citv  of 
Belfast.  ("Oh,  oh  !  ")  The  hon."  and 
gallant  Member  for  North  Down 
(Colonel  Waring)  expresses  his  honor 
at  such  an  accusation   being  brought 


349     Belfast  Corporation,     (26  February,  1892; 


etc.  Bill. 


1350 


hgpinst  his  friends  in  that  city ;  hut  I 
Milder  why  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Stentleman  and  his  friends  in  Belfast, 
nstead  of  expressing  horror  when  the 
fcceusation  is  made,  do  not  use  their 
ofluence  with  the  promoters  of  this 
3U1  to  introduce  a  certain  amount  of 
cJerance  towards  that  minority  in 
Cgard  to  the  management  of  the 
Dunicipal  affairs  of  that  city.  At  the 
laresent  moment,  as  I  had  occasion  to 
©mark  in  discussing  another  Bill  the 
rther  night,  there  is  not  a  single  elected 
*oor  Law  Guardian,  not  a  single 
oember  of  the  Town  Council,  not  a 
ingle  Harbour  Commissioner  in 
Belfast,  who  is  a  Catholic.  There 
xe  80,000  Catholics  in  Belfast  who  are 
.bsolutely  'refused  any  representation 
n  the  Local  Bodies.  I  ask  how,  in  the 
ace  of  facts  like  these,  the  House  can 
rarpose  to  hand  oyer  to  a  body  of  this 
xclusive  character  the  right  to  control 
latters  which  affect  in  the  very  closest 
.egree  the  religion  of  the  people  ?  Of 
ourse,  hon.  Members  may  say,  "  What 
[o  the  lunatics  care  about  religion?" 
>ut  I  think  anybody  who  has  any 
mowledge  of  the  treatment  of  the 
Qsane  will  admit  that  though  men  are 
d  a  lunatic  asylum  they  may  none  the 
ess,  but  rather  the  more,  require  the 
onsolations  of  religion  to  soothe  them 
Bt  their  terrible  disorders.  I  say  a 
unatic,  just  as  much  as  a  sane  man, 
tan  be  made  the  subject  of  religious 
yranny-  This  is  not  an  imaginary 
(anger.  For  years  the  Poor  Law 
juardians  in  Belfast  persistently 
•efused  to  increase  by  one  farthing  the 
niserable  pittance  paid  to  the  Catholic 
ihaplain  for  his  ministrations  to  the 
Catholic  poor  in  the  workhouse,  and 
>ut  of  60  nurses  in  the  workhouse 
hey  have  only  one  who  is  a  Catholic. 
Phey  refused,  I  say,  to  increase  the 
niserable  pittance  paid  to  the  Catholic 
ihaplain,  and  the  Local  Government 
Board  had  to  interfere,  and  got  his 
alary  doubled.  But  the  Local 
jovernment  Board  cannot  interfere  in 
hese  matters  if  this  Bill  passes ;  the 
taard  will  have  no  power  to  interfere 
o  insure  common  and  decent  fairness 
a  the  treatment  of  the  people  of 
Belfast.  Not  merely  does  this  danger 
xist  in  reference  to  lunatics ;  there  are 
ther  clauses  in  the  Bill  to  which  I 
entare  to  draw  attention.     There  is  a 


clause  which  proposes  to  transfer  to  the 
Corporation  of  Belfast  all  powers  in 
connection  with  Industrial  Schools  and 
Reformatories.  Now,  everybody  knows 
that  Industrial  Schools  and  Reforma- 
tories are  religious  institutions  ;  they 
are  attached  to  different  denominations 
and  controlled  and  administered  by 
ministers  of  different  denominations ; 
therefore,  in  this  respect,  almost  more 
than  in  any  other  department,  there  is 
danger  of  religious  tyranny,  and  this  I 
can  show  from  experience  of  the  county 
I  represent.  Cavan  is  a  Catholic 
county,  but  the  Grand  Jury  is 
Protestant.  For  16  years  in  succession, 
and  in  spite  of  continual  protests,  the 
Grand  Jury  of  the  County  of  Cavan 
gave  grants  to  Protestant  Industrial 
Schools  and  refused  to  pay  a  farthing 
to  Catholic  Industrial  Schools  out  of 
the  money  contributed  mainly  by 
Catholic  ratepayers.  1  leave  the  lion. 
Member  for  South  Tyrone  and  others, 
who  abuse  the  Catholics  of  Ireland 
and  say  they  are  not  fit  for  self-govern- 
ment on  account  of  their  tendencies 
towards  religious  persecution,  to  deal 
with  facts  like  these.  As  a  Protestant 
I  say,  and  I  deplore  it  with  sincere 
regret,  that  the  Corporation  of  Belfast 
cannot  be  trusted  to  give  fair  play  to 
those  members  of  the  Catholic  religion 
who  are  seeking  under  unexampled 
difficulties  to  bring  up  young  persons 
of  their  own  faith  in  Industrial  Schools 
to  lead  better  lives  than  their  fathers 
did  before  them.  I  ask  Members  of 
this  House,  Conservative  and  Liberal, 
to  pause  before  they  set  up  an  engine 
of  religious  persecution,  which  will 
be  done  if  this  Bill  is  passed.  I 
hope  this  Motion  of  my  hon.  Friend 
will  have  support  from  both  sides  of 
the  House.  Of  course  there  is  one 
compromise  open,  if  hon.  Members  who 
promote  this  Bill  will  assent  to  a  re- 
distribution of  the  wards  at  Belfast  so 
as  to  arrive  at  a  fair  arrangement  by 
which  there  may  be  Catholic  representa- 
tion upon  the  Town  Council.  In  that 
way  a  compromise  might  be  possible. 
In  the  Municipal  Corporations  Act  for 
England  there  is  a  provision  for  the 
periodical  revision  of  wards,  and  the 
Home  Secretary,  in  whose  Department 
the  matter  is  controlled,  knows  that  the 
power  is  frequently  used  in  England. 
In  Ireland  there  is  no  such  power :  the 
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wards  of  Belfast  can  only  be  altered 
by  a  Publicor  Private  Actof  Parliament. 
It  would  be  possible  to  make  such  a 
compromise  in  the  Bill  and  prevent  the 
Bill  becoming  an  engine  of  persecution 
against  the  religious  minority  in  Belfast. 
I  ask  the  House  to  pausj  before  it  sets 
up  an  engine  of  persecution,  as  would 
be  done  by  the  Bill.  It  would  be  in 
the  interests  of  religion  to  throw  out 
the  Bill. 

(4.3.)  Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL 
(Tyrone,  S.) :  I  regret  the  opposition  of 
hon.  Members  below  the  Gangway.  I 
cannot  help  thinking  that  if  this  Bill 
had  been  promoted  by  any  other  body 
than  the  Corporation  of  Belfast  it 
would  have  been  treated  in  an  entirely 
different  manner.  The  complaint  is, 
that  under  this  Bill  there  will  be  a 
chance  of  the  Roman  Catholic  com- 
munity of  Belfast  being  unfairly  dealt 
with.  "  This  is  the  head  and  front  of 
the  charge  that  is  made  against  the 
Corporation  of  Belfast  in  this  matter. 
The  complaint  is  that  the  Catholics  of 
Belfast  have  no  representation  on  the 
Corporation.  There  is  household 
suffrage  in  Belfast,  and  the  reason  why 
the  Roman  Catholics  are  not  repre- 
sented on  the  Corporation  is  that  the 
minority  are  not  strong  enough  to 
secure  representation.  The  cumulative 
vote  would  have  secured  Catholic  re- 
presentation on  the  Corporation,  but 
when  the  Local  Government  Bill 
which  sought  to  confer  that  privilege 
was  before  the  House,  no  one  opposed 
it  more  strongly  than  the  hon.  Member 
for  West  Belfast. 

Mr.  SEXTON  :  There  was  a  differ- 
ence proposed  to  be  made  between  the 
counties. 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL:  The  hon. 
Member  opposed  the  cumulative  vote. 
This  is  a  Private  Bill  promoted  by  the 
Corporation  of  Belfast,  and  I  do  not 
see  why  it  should  not  receive  the  same 
treatment  as  any  English  town  would 
receive.  The  Bill  is  right  in  principle, 
and  hon.  Members  cannot  pretend  that 
it  is  not.  Therefore,  if  it  is  a  right 
Bill  it  should  be  sent  to  be  dealt  with 
by  a  Committee  dealing  with  Private 
Bills,  where  anything  that  may  be 
wrong  can  be  rectified. 

(4.10J  Sir  WILLIAM  HAR- 
COURT  (Derby) :  I  rise  merely  to  ask 
one    question,    and    uiy   view   of    the 

Mr.  Knox 


matter    will    be    determined  by  the 
answer  to  it.      I  understand  thai  there 
are  certain  clauses  in  the  Bill  to  which 
objection  is  taken   by  hon.  Memhen 
well  acquainted  with  the  locality.  I 
understand  that    these    clauses  hue 
been  withdrawn,  and  I  hear  from  hon. 
Members  below  the  Gangway  that  if 
this  is  so  there  will  be  no  necessity  for 
the   Bill  at  all.      If  these  clauses  in 
withdrawn,  and  if  the  residuum  of  the 
Bill  is  not  necessary  or  operative  for 
any  useful  purpose,  why  should  not  the 
discussion  cease  and  the  Bill  be  dis- 
missed?    Why  should  we  go  into  the 
differences    that    exist     between  the 
religious  bodies  of  Belfast  ?    There  hi» 
been  a  good  deal  of  time  unprofiuUv 
spent,  but   if   we   can   come  to  some 
understanding  as  to  what  remains  in 
the  Bill  which  makes  it   worth  while 
to  pass  it  when  these  clauses  have  been 
withdrawn  it  will  be  verv  desirable. 
*(4.12.)    Mr.  JACKSON  :    I  under- 
stand  that  as  to  Clause  4,  which  desk 
with  the  appointment  of  Governors  to 
the  asylum,  the  Corporation  have  es* 
pressed  their  willingness  to  either  with- 
draw it  or  to  amend  it  in  Committee  in 
accordance  with  the  wishes  of  the  Com- 
mittee. When  the  Bill  came  before  the 
Irish   Office,  notice  was  given  to  the 
Corporation  that  the  clause  in  question 
could  not  be  allowed  to  pass  in  its  pre- 
sent form,  as  it  would  conflict  with  the 
Local  Government  Bill.      The  clan* 
merely  deals  with  the  nomination  of 
Governors  of  asylums,  and  is  onlv  a 
matter  of  detail  to  which  objection  hM 
been  taken   bv  the  hon.  Member  for 
West  Belfast.    The  clause  seems  to  me 
to  be  perfectly  capable  of  being  made 
to  deal  fairly  with  the  nomination  of 
Governors  proposed  in  the  Bill.    Ha 
other  portions  of  the  Bill  deal  with  the 
main  question,  which   is  that  of  the 
financial  adjustment  between  the  City 
of  Belfast  and  the  county  of  Antrim, 
and  the  removal  of  patients  from  one 
to  the  other.  It  is  quite  open  to  Dublin 
or  anv  other  city  to  promote  a  similar 
Bill.  ' 

(4.14.)  Mr.  SEXTON  :  I  think  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman's  knowledge  of 
the  Bill  must  be  very  recent.  I  should 
like  to  know  whether  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  looked  at  Clause  9  ?  That 
clause  proposes  to  give  certain  powers 
to  the  Corporation  in  respect  of  the 
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ation  of  industrial  schools,  and  the 
i  subject  is  to  be  dealt  with  under 
provisions  of  the  Local  Govern - 
r  Bill.  We  desire  that  Belfast 
Id  be  treated  like  the  rest  of 
nd,  but  we  do  not  think  that  it 
Id  occupy  the  time  of  the  House 
i  the  House  is  about  to  consider  a 
which  deals  with  the  whole  ques- 
I  never  expected  that  the  exten- 
of  household  suffrage  would  give 
Roman  Catholics  a  representation 
lie  Corporation,  or  that  any  fran- 

would  be  equal.  The  city  was 
ed  into  five  wards  50  years  ago, 
i  the  population  was  70,000.  No 
ition  has  been  made  since  then, 
ugh  the  population  at  the  present 
is  280,000.  The  Koman  Catholic 
lation  has  been  deprived  of  all  re- 
rotation,  because  they  have  been 
ded  into  certain  parts  of  the  city. 
ye  the  Bill  will  be  withdrawn  or 
>oned  until  we  see  what  Parlia- 
;  does  with  the  Local  Government 

I  shall  oppose  the  Bill  to  the 
>st  unless  the  promoters  agree  to 
nstruction  to  the  Committee  to 
e  the  city  so  as  to  give  the  Roman 
olics  s*ome  representation  on  the 
oration.  If  no  such  representation 
ren,  and  if  the  Bill  is  read  a  second 
,  I  will  move  that  it  be  referred  to  a 
rid  Committee,  with  special  powers 
vide  Belfast  in  such  a  manner  as 
give  the  Roman  Catholics  the  re- 
rotation  they  desire. 
17.)  Mr.  COURTNEY  (Cornwall, 
nin) :  Any  appeal  based  on  a  wish 
ocure  the  better  representation  of 
irities  will  be  received  by  me  with 
rourable  ear.     The  question,  how- 

before  the  House  does  not  turn 

such  considerations.  The  House, 
nit,  is  in  rather  an  awkward  posi- 
Belfast  is  proposing  a  Private 
and  the  Government  are  proposing 
blic  Bill,  and  if  the  latter  becomes 
nuch  of  the  advantages  proposed 
le  Private  Bill  will  become  un- 
*sary.  The  practical  question  is, 
her  Belfast,  having  presented  a 
ite  Bill  to  the  House,  shall  be 
jred  from  going  on  because  the 
rnment  have  proposed  a  Bill 
h  deals  with  the  same  subject? 
b  are  always  uncertainties  with 
•d  to  Belfast,  but  I  confess  I  do 
ee  any  reason  for  destroying  the 


ordinary  right  of  Belfast  to  go  on  as  it 
proposes  to  do  with  a  Private  Bill. 
The  hon.  and  learned  Member  for 
Longford,  in  a  vein  which  is  common 
with  him,  made  a  speech  full  of  sound 
and  furv,  in  which  he  confused  two 
things — the  introduction  of  a  Private 
Bill  wrhich  is  at  variance  with  public 
law,  and  the  concurrent  introduction 
of  a  public  and  private  measure  which 
are  at  variance  with  one  another.  The 
public  proposal  does  not  take  awray  the 
ordinary  right  of  Belfast  to  go  on  with 
their  Bill.  We  have  had  a  good  deal 
of  declamation — partly  deserved,  no 
doubt — about  the  bigotry  of  the  Cor- 
poration of  Belfast,  but  with  respect 
to  the  9th  clause  it  is  to  be  remarked 
that  the  commencement  runs  thus — 

"  From  and  after  the  passing  of  this  Act 
the  Council  of  the  city  shall  have  the  same 
powers  that  are  conferred  upon  the  Town 
Councils  of  the  boroughs  of  Dublin,  Cork,  and 
Limerick." 

Mr.  SEXTON  :  By  Public  Acts. 

Mr.  COUKTNEY :  That  does  not 
affect  the  question.  The  real  question 
which  deserves  consideration  at  this 
stage  is  as  to  the  management  of  the 
lunatics.  The  lunatics  of  Antrim  are 
going  to  be  separated  from  those  of 
Belfast.  In  the  interests  of  the  lunatics 
this  may  be  doubtful  equity.  This  is, 
however,  a  question  which  we  cannot 
decide  here,  but  which  may  be  inquired 
into  by  a  Select  Committee  upstairs. 
The  hon.  Member  for  West  Belfast 
wishes  that  the  Bill  should  be  referred 
to  a  Hybrid  Committee,  but  I  see  no 
reason  why  it  should  not  take  its  or- 
dinary course  of  being  read  a  second 
time  and  then  referred  to  such  a  Com- 
mittee. 

(4.23.)  Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY:  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  says  that  I  have 
made  a  speech  full  of  sound  and  fury, 
but  I  think  he  has  made  one  of  sound 
and  ignorance.  The  Bill  is  a  departure 
from  the  invariable  law  which  Ireland 
enjoys.  The  Chairman  of  Committees 
has  asked  us  to  support  the  Bill  and 
allow  it  to  proceed  in  the  ordinary  way, 
but  I  do  not  see  any  good  reason  he  has 
given  for  us  to  adopt  that  course.  The 
fact  that  the  Government  are  willing 
to  allow  special  provisions  to  be  passed 
for  Belfast,  and  different  from  those 
contained  in  the  Local  Government 
Bill,  shows  that  they  neither  expect  nor 
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Ml    IV     i   i  1  II  I  I      kl        lll'l    llil      %  111  ^VIi»V»fc»  1        WV«I«  ■-— 

to  t lie*  House  tlie  impression  that  he 
luul  soi in:  doubt  in  his  own  mind  with 
regard  to  the  Local  Government  Bill 
It  was  interesting  to  note  that  theGen- 
t lei  nan  who  iirst  repudiated  thti 
suggestion  of  the  right  lion.  Gentleuiu 
was  the  Chairman  of  Wavs  andMewn 
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wish  thoir   own  Bill  to   pass.     If  the  tary  why   the   Bill  should  pass.  He 

Local  Government   Hill    is   to  be  pro-  stood  up  and  with  the  greatest  funk- 

ceeded  with,  why  should  the  .Belfast  Bill  ness  said  he  thought  it  ought  to  uss, 

be  proceeded  with?  There  is  not  a  clause  because,    after    all,    it     was   doubtful 

in  this  Hill  which  cannot  be  put  in  the  whether   the    Local    Government  KB 

Local  Government  Hill.     If  the  Belfast  would  or  would  not  pass. 

Bill  goes  on,  I  shall  m  \  ■  to   insert  in  Mk.  JACKSON:   i  did  notsavthiL 

it  the  Assize  or  "  But-Ale-in-the   Dock  Mk.    CH ANCK:    The    right  hon. 

Clause."     f  move  that  the   Debate  be  Gentleman's  words  distinctly  conveyed 
now  adjourned. 

Motion  made,  and  (Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Debate  be  now  adjournal l.'" 
—(Mr.  T.  M.  Ileahj.) 

Mk.  SEXTON  :  Have  we  not  a  right 
to  claim  from  the  Government  the  ordi- 
nary   courtesy    of    an   .expression     of    who  said  the  true  reason  why  the  M 

.,      r  ",,  •   ,     4.  i      ,11  should  pass  was  that  as  a  Bill  dealing 

opinion  /      I    think    they   should    have  l  -    -  -    ^ 

time  to  consider  my  proposal  that  the 
Select  Committee  should  be  instructed 
to  reconstruct  the  wards  of  rhe  ('it v. 
For  that  reason  1  support  the  Motion 
for  the  Adjournment  of  the  Debate. 

*Mn.  JACKSON  :  The  question  of  the 
re-construction  of  the  wards  of  the  Cit\ 
is  one  for  the    promoters  of    the   Hill.  ( 
The  Government  have?  taken  no  part  in 

the  matter.  I  said  that,  so  far  as  I  was 
concerned,  I  should  vote  for  the  Second 
Heading  of  the  .Bill,  but  that  statement 
bound  no  one  else  but  myself,  and  1 
did  not,  therefore,  think  there  was  any 
need  for  me  to  get  up  and  sav  anv 
more. 


>— 


Question  put. 

The  House  divided  :  —  Ayes  137  : 
Noes  149. — Div.  List,  No.  S.j 

Question  again  proposed,  **  That  the 
word  '  now '  stand  part  of  the  Question." 

Mr.  William  Johnston  (Belfast,  S.) 
rose  in  his  place,  and  claimed  to  move, 
11  That  the  Question  be  now  put  ;  "  but 
Mr.  SrEAKEK  withheld  his  assent,  and 
declined  then  to  put  that  Question. 

Debate  resumed. 

(4.45.)  Mk.  CIIANCK  (Kilkenny, 
S.) :  One  thing  has  been  noticeable 
about  this  Debate,  and  that  is  that  none 
of  the  Gentlemen  who  support  this  Bill 
have  offered  a  single  reason  why  it 
should  be  accepted  by  the  House,  or 
shown  the  slightest  acquaintance  with 
any  of  its  clauses.  The  most  interest- 
ing portion  of  the  debate,  however,  was 
the  reason  offered  by  the  Chief  Secre- 

Mr.  T.  M.  Uealy 


with   some  of  the  points  had  been  in- 
troduced by  the  Government,  a  Pri\itt 
Bill  should   be  brought   in  pari  jw**«- 
The  position  of  the  right  hon.  GentV- 
man  seemed  to  be  that  a  change  o(  the|. 
general  lav;  was  improper  in  a  Privife 
Bill,    but   he    distinguished  this  a* 
because     there     was     a     Public   Ml 
before  the  House.     When  he  vrasdedr 
ing    with    the   Belfast   Main  Drainiff 
Bill  of  \HHi),  he  took  exception  to  the 
introduction  of  a  Franchise  Clause  in* 
Private  .Bill.  I  am  afraid  I  fail  to  find 
what  sound  and  practical  ground  existi 
for  the  exceedingly  subtle  distinctionin 
the  case  of  the  present  Bill.     The  fim 
question   is,  what  case  has  been  made 
out  for  the  passage  of  this  admittedly 
exceptional  Bill  ?   The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman thought  it  his  duty  to  support 
the     Bill,    and     argued    that    it   *» 
necessary  to  provide  the  necessary  extol 
accommodation     for    the    lunatics  of 
Belfast,  and  that   in  some   way  sod* 
accommodation  would  not  exist  unless 
the  Bill  were  passed.     In  the  Preamble 
of  the  Bill,  so  far  from  that  point  being 
taken,  it  said  that  an  Order  had  been 
duly  made  authorising  the  erection  of 
additional   asylums  in  the  City.    The 
Bill  would  not  in  any  way  facilitate  the 
provision  of  such  accommodation.  The 
Bill    resolves   itself    into   two  distinct 
provisions — the   franchise  branch  and 
the  financial  branch.     I  do  not  intend 
to  labour  the   franchise  portion  of  the 
Bill,  as  the  Chief  Secretary  admitted 
that    the  Franchise   Clause    is  bad  in 
principle,   and  said    that  it  was  to  be 
withdrawn,  and  then  modified  that  by 
saying  it  would  be  amended. 
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6jl  JACKSON :  I  said  distinctly 
r  amended." 

JEb.  CHANCE :  Surely  the  Govern- 
nt,  who  properly  object  to  this  clause, 
jilt  to  tell  us  before  they  ask  us  to 
.6  the  Bill  how  they  desire  or  expect 
clause  to  be  amended.  I  do  not 
Kpose  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
xied  an  opinion  on  the  subject  him- 
?  as  yet. 

tfB.  JACKSON  :  I  have  done  so. 

k£b.  CHANCE  :  Then  I  am  sure  the 

it    hon.    Gentleman   will    be    good 

►ugh  to  inform  the  House  what  that 

uion  is.     As  to  the  other  division  of 

Bill,  we  are  in  the  position  that  not 

^article  of  reason  has  been  alleged 

y  the  financial  relations  at  present 
sting  in  respect  to  the  accommodation 
the  lunatics  of  Belfast  should  be  in- 
hered with.  The  preamble  carefully 
oids  any  statement  that  the  present 
iancial  relations  on  that  subject  are  un- 
it or  oppressive,  or  that  any  change  is 
ceBsary  or  proper.  We  have  not  had 
e  iota  of  information  on  the  reason 
iy  the  Government  has  consented  to 
3  division  of  this  district  into  two. 
Dppose  it  on  the  ground  that  it  will 
arease  the  public  burdens  on  the 
jple  of  Belfast.  You  will  have  two 
ylums  Boards  and  two  distinct  sets 
officers,  half  of  whom  might  be  idle 

a  great  part  of  their  time  instead  of 
ng  transferred  to  the  other  asylum. 
e  right  hon.  Gentleman  seems  to 
ire  overlooked  the  fact  that  as  soon 
this  Bill  was  published  it  was  repu- 
ted by  the  Board  of  Governors  of 
i  present  asylum,  who  are  best  in- 
med  in  the  matter,  and  they  are 
spared  to  undertake  the  government 

the  whole  district,  and  did  not 
lire  two  sets  of  offices  and  officials. 

spite  of  that  the   House  is   asked 

a  Private  Bill  to  make  an  altera- 
a  of  the  general  law  which  the 
&  authorities  in  Belfast  have 
dared  to  be  unnecessary  and  ex- 
vagant.  The  Bill  proposes  to  create 
ody  unique  in  the  country,  but  its 
3  object  appears  to  be  to  enable 
[fast  to  escape  the  Local  Government 
1,  which  its  three  Members  following 
t  Government  are  pledged  by  their 
rty  ties  to  support  against  their 
ivictions. 


*(4.56.)  Colonel  WARING  (Down, 
N.) :  In  my  opinion  this  Debate  has 
gone  on  long  enough,  and  if  hon.  Mem- 
bers opposite  think  so  I  will  sit  down. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  who  has  just 
spoken  said  there  would  be  two  sets  of 
officers.  As  the  two  asylums  are  20 
miles  apart  it  is  obvious  that  there 
must  be. 

Mr.  CHANCE  :  That  was  my  argu- 
ment for  having  one  instead  of  two 
asylums. 

Colonel  WARING  :  But  the  ground 
is  purchased  and  the  arrangements 
made  for  the  erection  of  the  second 
asylum.  Is  that  money  to  be  thrown 
away?  I  hardly  think  that  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite,  with  their  love  for 
economy,  would  urge  that  course  being 
taken.  The  only  body  it  creates  which 
could  possibly  be  dispensed  with  is  the 
Board  of  Management,  which,  however 
costs  nothing.  I  cannot  see  what 
possible  reason  there  can  be  against 
the  arrangement  proposed.  I  should  not 
have  risen  but  that  I  was  challenged 
with  having  neglected  the  interests  of 
my  constituents.  Their  interests  will 
be  looked  after  by  the  Committee  up- 
stairs, and  it  is  perfectly  unnecessary  for 
the  details  to  be  discussed  in  this  House. 
We  have  been  told  that  Belfast  should 
not  be  differently  treated  from  other 
towns  in  Ireland,  but  Belfast  has  placed 
itself  in  a  different  position,  and 
I  cannot  imagine  that  the  matter  is 
worthy  of  long  discussion,  or  that  the 
business  of  the  House  should  be  so 
delayed  for  an  hour  and  a-half.  These 
proposals  do  not  throw  any  responsibility 
or  charge  upon  the  Roman  Catholics  of 
Belfast,  and  I  am  surprised  that  those 
statements  should  be  made,  that  we 
desire  to  do  anything  exceptional  in 
regard  to  that  class  of  the  community. 
From  the  remarks  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Cavan,  it  would  appear  that  the 
Roman  Catholics  were  trying  to  bring 
up  their  children  in  reformatory  schools. 
I  have  no  doubt  very  many  of  them  are 
very  likely  to  qualify  their  children  for 
these  reformatory  schools,  and  the 
words  are  not  mine,  but  those 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  Cavan.  I  must 
say  that  had  it  not  been  mentioned, 
such  a  question  is  the  last  I  should 
have  introduced.  I  do  sincerely  think 
that  the  House  wTill  be  well  advised  if  it 
will  persist  in  getting  to  a  Division  upon 
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this  matter  at  once,  and  so  allow  the 
House  to  proceed  with  the  Public 
Business,  which  is  of  considerable  im- 
portance. 

(5.5.)  Mr.  JOHN  DILLON  (Mayo, 
E.) :  I  cannot  understand  the  hon. 
Member  opposite  in  his  suggestion  that 
there  has  been  a  too  prolonged  Debate, 
or  that  waste  of  time  could  reasonably 
be  charged  against  us.  The  facts,  it 
seems  to  me,  are  quite  the  other  way, 
and  the  last  speaker 

Colonel  WARING  :  I  said  that  I 
would  sit  down  if  you  would  take  the 
Division,  and  as  I  sat  down  I  asked 
you  to  take  the  Division. 

Mk.  DILLON  :  I  must  say,  upon  im- 
part, and  upon  the  part  of  those  upon 
these  Benches,  that  wo  have  no  desire 
that  a  Division  should  not  be  taken 
now,  and  that  I  believe  the  discussion 
is  being  carried  on  for  no  useful  pur- 
pose. What  seems  to  me  is  that  the 
House  of  Commons  is  just  now  engaged 
in  the  purest  waste  of  time  in  carrying 
on  an  attempt  which  ought  not  to  be 
carried  on,  and  which  simply  results  in 
nothing  but  pure  waste  of  Public  Busi- 
ness. The  Home  Secretary  seems  to 
be  so  absolutely  indifferent  to  the  con- 
venience of  the  Members  of  this  House 
and  to  the  progress  of  Public  Business, 
that  he  is  just  now,  I  presume,  saunter- 
ing about  some  of  the  rooms  of  the 
House ;  wkile  he  saunters  into  this 
House  and  out  again,  leaving  the  House 
unadvised  as  to  its  proceedings.  We 
have  heard  in  the  course  of  this  Debate 
no  word  as  to  what  the  course  of  the 
Government  will  be.  We  are  told  that 
the  Government  are  indifferent  as  to 
whether  this  Bill  is  passed  or  not. 
But  while  that  was  the  statement 
made  by  the  Minister  left  to  take 
charge  of  the  conduct  of  affairs  in 
the  House,  we  have  discovered  that  the 
two  wings  were  covertly  engaged  in 
treating  this  Division  as  a  Government 
Division.  Are  the  Government 
absolutely  indifferent  to  the  Business 
in  this  House  ;  and,  if  not,  would  it  not 
be  manifestly  for  the  interest  of  Public 
Business,  and  for  the  interest  of  the 
Government  themselves,  if  they  would 
consent  to  adjourn  this  Debate  until 
the  general  views  of  the  Members  on 
this  side  of  the  House  and  the  Members 
interested  in  this  Bill  are  more  fully 
ascertained?      One  thing   I  think    is 
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abundantly  manifest,  that  progress  with 
this  Bill  will  not  be  facilitated  by  «■ 
tinued  discussion  ;  and  therefore  I  i 
not  propose  to  occupy  the  time  of  the 
House  in  replying  to  the  argument  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  Down,  who  coo* 
plains  about  the  waste  of  time,  ai  if 
he  would  prevent  all  other  Memben 
from  taking  part  in  the  Debate. 

(5.10.)     Mr.  A.  BLANE  (Anm^ 
S.) :  I  would  wish  to  point  out,  in  en- 
nection  with  this  Bill,  that  it  relate  to 
the     expenditure    of    public  money; 
money  which  the  taxpayers  oonfcriteto, 
and  yet  that  money  is  left  to  the  control 
of  men  who  are  absolutely  devoid  of  ■? 
authority.      These  Grand  Juries  hffl 
so  little  authority,  and  their  pas*  p* 
formances  have  been  so  much  defamei 
that  the  Government  themselves  tow 
condemned  them,  and  let  it  be  in  the 
recollection  of  the    House  they  m 
about  to  take  over  their  fiscal  authority- 
I  ask  the  House  to  say,  are  we  to  hoH 
that     these     men,    to     whom   hasl 
authority  cannot  be  delegated,  who  in 
not  worthy  of  it,  are  to  have  the  » 
controlled  expenditure  of  thousands d 
pounds?     Wny,  there  is   not  a  i 
in    the    County   Antrim,    irrespeeti* 
of  religion,  who  would  not  have  son*1 
thing  to  say  in  objection  to  it.   Thai 
are  thousands  of  people  in  Belfast,  M* 
thousands    of  people    in    the  CourtJ 
Antrim,  who  have  really  nothing  to  ■? 
to  the  Grand  Jury  system,  or  to  th 
management  of  the  Grand  Jury  in  As 
county.     Over  and  over  again  I  hffl 
heard  County  Antrim  men  and  BeHai 
men  complain  that  they  have  nothinj 
to  do  with  the  Grand  Jury  system; 
with  the  Grand  Jury  who  strike  the* 
rates  thev  have  no  connection.    Th 

•I 

Grand  Juries  raise  those  rates,  and  ex 
pend  them  as  they  like,  and  no  rate 
payer  can  interfere ;  while  if  any  rati 
payer  would  interfere,  his  interferenc 
would  be  scouted  as  a  piece  of  imp 
dence.  So  thoroughly  are  these  peep 
imbued  with  the  idea  that  they  are  at 
powerful,  that  a  large  amount  of  puM 
jobbery  consequently  takes  place,  toll 
extent  of  a  vast  loss  to  the  ratepaya 
themselves,  arising  from  an  expenditm 
in  which  the  people  themselves  haver 
voice.  I  sav  it  is  monstrous  to  ask  tl 
House  to  enable,  under  these  circun 
stances,  a  Grand  Jury  to  expend  tha 
thousands  of  pounds,  knowing  as  I  d 
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!  ratepayer  in  the  North  of 
wb,  that  these  men  repre- 
;  that  they  represent  them- 
i,  and  that  they  represent 

by-the-way,  exceedingly 
ict,  there  can  be  no  doubt 
uestion  of  accommodation. 
w,  while  in  prison,  a  large 

men     brought     in     from 

0  were  chargeable  to  the 
ltrim ;  I  saw  them  searched, 
ed,  and  measured ;  and 
t  to  know  is  why  you  can- 
same  with  your  lunatics, 
removed  from   one  county 

with  convenience,  the 
n   which  they  came    being 

1  their  cost.  If  this  matter 
works  bo  exceedingly  well 
■  prisoners,  and  under  the 
le  Prisons  Board,  and  the 
ard  says  it  works  exceed- 
why  should  we  not  put  it 
ilsewhere  ?  The  fact  of  it 
Bill  is,  in  a  great  measure, 
)ther  Irish  Bills  that  pass 
is     House — it     creates 

of  offices  and  devours  the 
)f  the  people.  It  remind! 
till  passed  tor  appointing 
ii  Explosives,  and    in    one 

only  man  who  sold  ex- 
is  the  Inspector  himself, 
ilaint  has  been  made  that 
<era  occupy  the  time  of  the 
1  purely  local  affairs.  In 
■t  complaint,  I  say  that  you 
w  us  to  manage  our  local 
me.  [An  hon.  Member:  In 
nd  supposing  you  do  allow  us, 
oubt  we  could  do  it  a  great 

than  you  can.  I  should 
terfered  in  this  Debate  but 

that  I  know  the  feeling  of 
and  I  should  be  inclined  to 
jo  me  observations  made  in 
sf  the  Debate,  that  the  ob- 

this  Bill  is  not  purely 
stion  between  Catholic  and 
There  are,  as  I  know 
ands  of  Protestants  in  the 
reland  who  have  no  repre- 
'hatever,  whom  this  matter 
ily,  and  who  yet  are  entirely 
:om  having  a  voice  in  the 
these  affairs.  I  say  that 
General  Prisons  Board  car 
iir  affairs  so  as  to  be  satis- 

themselves,  so  the  affairs 
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lealt  with  under  this  Bill  could  be 
managed,  and  I  think  the  Bill  should, 
therefore,  be  withdrawn. 
•(5.18.)  Mb.  JACKSON  :  The  hon. 
Member  for  Mayo  and  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  West  Belfast  made  a  suggestion 
that  this  Bill  should  be  referred  to  a 
Hybrid  Committee.  I  would  venture 
,o  say  that  there  would  be  no  objection 
;o  such  a  Motion  if  it  were  made,  and 
[  would  suggest  to  hon.  Members 
whether  it  would  not  be  best  to  agree 
to  a  Second  Beading  of  the  Bill  at 
once  on  the  understanding  that  it  will 
be  referred  to  a  Hybrid  Committee. 
That  will  save  the  time  of  the  House, 
and,  I  think,  meet  the  views  of  the  hon. 
Members  opposite. 

(5.20.)  Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  Speak- 
ing on  behalf  of  my  hon.  Friends  who 
sit  beside  me  and  for  myself,  I  have  to 
say  that  we  are  prepared  to  accept  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman's  suggestion,  pro- 
vided that  the  Government  will  under- 
take that  amongst  the  names  suggested 
on  behalf  of  the  Government  for  the 
Hybrid  Committee  the  name  of  my 
hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  West  Bel- 
fast should  be  one. 
•Mr.  JACKSON  :  The  hon.  Member 
must  be  aware  that  I  have  no  power 
whatever  to  determine  what  the  names 
on  the  Committee  shall  be.  The 
Government  do  not  desire  to  be  re- 
sponsible in  the  matter ;  but  so  far 
as  I  am  concerned,  I  must  say  that  I 
should  be  glad  to  see  the  name  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  West  Belfast  upon 
the  Committee. 

Mm.  DILLON  :  I  understand  that 
the  Government  will  support  the 
nomination  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
West  Belfast  to  the  Committee. 

Mr.  JACKSON  :  Yes ;  so  far  as  I  am 
concerned  myself,  I  will  support  his 
nomination. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

"  That  the  Bill  be  referred  to  *  Hybrid  Com- 
mittee of  seven  Members,  and  that  the  Com- 
mittee bare  power  to  appoint  the  hon.  Member 
for  Went  Belfast  as  one  of  the  Member*."— 
(.MY.  China.) 

Mr.  SPEAKER :  The  proper  course 
is  to  wait  until  the  Bill  is  committed. 
When  the  Bill  is  committed,  it  can  then 
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be  settled  what  proportion  of  Members 
shall  constitute  the  Hybrid  Committee. 

Mr.   CHANCE  :  Very  well,    Sir ;  I 
withdraw  my  Motion. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 
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MERSEY  AND  IRWELL   (PREVENTION 
OF  POLLUTION)  BILL. 

SECOND   READING. 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
posed, "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a 
second  time." 

(5.23.)  Sir  HENRY  JAMES  (Bury, 
Lancashire)  :  I  am  sorry  that  I  have 
to  interfere  in  connection  with  this 
Bill.  It  is  promoted  by  the  Joint 
Committee  of  the  County  Councils  of 
Lancashire  and  Cheshire  for  the  purpose 
of  preventing  the  pollution  of  the  Rivers 
Mersey  and  Irwell ;  but  I  think  it  is 
open  to  grave  objection,  inasmuch  as 
the  Bill,  while  conferring  powers  upon 
the  County  Councils  for  the  prevention 
of  pollution  of  the  rivers,  also  seeks  to 
confer  new  and  extensive  powers  with- 
out taking  into  account  any  of  the  safe- 
guards which  are  in  existence  under 
the  Public  Act  for  the  Protection  of 
Manufacturers.  This  Bill  seeks  not 
only  to  enforce  powers  already  existing, 
but  it  seeks  to  enforce  new  powers  for 
the  prevention  of  the  pollution  of  rivers. 
That  may  be  right  or  wrong,  and  1  will 
not  stop  to  discuss  it ;  but  it  should  not 
be  done  by  means  of  a  Private  Bill. 
The  Bill  will  throw  a  very  great  burden 
upon  both  the  manufacturers  and  the 
ratepayers  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
those  rivers,  and  I  feel  it  due  to  my 
constituents  to  make  a  protest  against 
the  progress  of  it,  believing  as  I  do  that, 
though  I  should  like  to  carry  its  objects 
into  effect,  this  is  not  the  means  of 
doing  it. 

*(o.25.)  The  PRESIDENT  of  tiik 
LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  BOARD 
(Mr.  Ritchie,  Tower  Hamlets,  St. 
George's)  :  When  the  Bill  first  came 
under  my  notice,  I  thought  that  the  pro- 
visions contained  in  it  were  of  a  serious 
character;  so  serious  that  I  thought 
that,  so  far  as  I  am  concerned,  it  would 

Mr.  Speaker 


be  quite  impossible  for  me  to  recom- 
mend it  to  the  House  for  Second  Read- 
ing.    In  the  first  place,  the  Bill  pro- 
poses to  effect  a  very  sweeping  altera- 
tion in  the   law   with    regard  to  the 
pollution     of     rivers.       But    while  I 
do     not     wish     to    lay     down    the 
general  principle  that  in  no  case  ought 
the    law  to  be   altered    by  means  of 
a    Private  Bill,  it  seems  to  me  that 
the  provisions  of  this  Bill  are  so  strong 
and  that  the  proposed  alterations  are 
so  great  that  it  goes  beyond  the  proper 
limits.     The  main  proposal  in  the  Bill, 
and    one   to    which   I    think   serious 
objection   may   be    taken,  is  that  it 
sweeps   away    the     whole    protection 
given  to  manufacturers  and  others  bv 
the  general  law.     The  Central  Boar! 
takes  the  best  means  in  its  power  to 
prevent  the  pollution  of  rivers,  and  in 
manufacturing  districts  such  protection 
as  it  is  possible  to  give  within  reason- 
able limits    is   given  by   the   Central 
Department.     I     informed    the    pro- 
moters of  the    Bill  that   if   the  pro- 
tection given  by  the   general   law  to 
manufacturers   was   swept    away,  the 
Local  Government  Board  would  oppoa 
the  Bill,  but  that  they  would  forward 
its    passing    if    the    promoters  would 
consent  to  retain  the  protection  given 
under   the  general    law    by    the  pro* 
vision  which  prevents  proceedings  from 
being  taken  until  the  consent  of  the 
Local    Government    Board    has  been 
obtained.      I    received    an    assurano 
from   the  promoters  that  they  wonH 
assent  to  this  course,  and  that  a  claotf 
would  be  submitted  to  the  Committal 
which    would    restore   the    protection 
given  by  the  general  law  to  the  manu- 
facturers.       Still,      even     with    the 
insertion    of    such   a  clause,  I  think 
objection  may  fairly  be  taken  to  d* 
Bill  in  regard  to  its  other  provisions, 
although  possibly  not  of  so  serious  * 
nature  ;  so  that  I  should  bo  disposed!* 
recommend  the  House  to  allow  the  Bl 
to   be  read    a    second  time  in   ordff 
that   it    may   l>e  put  before  a   SeW 
Committee.       There      is     no     donl* 
that    the    condition    of    these   riven 
is    very    bad,     and     T    am    sure  J 
those  interested   would  be  very  gW 
if  they  could  by  any  means  be  render* 
more  pure.    For  these  reasons  I  thnk 
the  Bill  might  be  sent  to  a  Select  Go* 
mittee. 
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)  Sir  WILLIAM  HOULDS- 
3  (Manchester,  N.W.) :  I 
ike  to  say  a  word  or  two  in  de- 
the  action  of  the  Joint  Coni- 
of  the  Counties  of  Lancashire 
eshire  in  promoting  this  Bill. 
d  be  recollected  that  the  Joint 
tee  represents  some  eight  or 
unty  boroughs,  and  also  that 
j  specially  charged,  by  order  of 
al  Government  Board,  to  carry 
Rivers  Pollution  Act  of  1876. 
►een  found  perfectly  impossible 
ie  general  law  to  carry  out  that 
h  any  effect,  and  they  therefore 
as  their  duty  to  come  to  this 
ind  ask  for  powers  which  they 
bo  be  absolutely  necessary  for 
•ying  out  of  the  duties  imposed 
em.  In  regard  to  the  manu- 
•s  and  others  most  affected  they 
le  how  desirable  it  is  that  action 
be  taken  to  carry  into  effect  the 
.876,  and  I  believe  I  am  right 
ig  that  no  objection  on  the  part 
lfacturers  is  taken,  although,  no 
iheir  interests  ought  to  be,  and 
protected.  No  doubt  some  of 
ho  desire  that  protection  will 
before  the  Committee,  and  there 
the  protection  they  are  en- 
). 

.)  Mr.  CHARLES  SCHWANN 
ester,  N.) :  In  regard  to  the 
tnal  and  the  sewerage  along  the 
believe  the  health  of  the  people 
r  to  suffer  unless  some  drastic 
3  is  adopted.  I  believe  this 
11  afford  some  remedy,  and  I 
upport  the  Motion  for  its  Second 


?• 


>n  agreed  to. 

read  a  second  time,  and  com- 


NEW  WRIT. 

Cirkcaldy  District  of  Burghs,  v. 
rge  Campbell,  deceased. — (Mr. 
Motley.) 

QUESTIONS. 


TELEGRAPHIC  LINES  TO  THE 
CONTINENT. 

5ENNIKER  HEATON  (Can- 

) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Postmaster 

whether  he  is  now  able  to  give 


I. 


[new  series.] 


the  House  the  amount  of  the  receipts 
and  expenditure,  respectively,  for  a 
period  of  12  months,  in  connection 
with  the  telegraphic  lines  to  the 
Continent ;  and  of  the  original  total 
cost  to  the  British  Government  in- 
curred on  the  acquisition  of  such  lines? 
The  POSTMASTER  GENERAL 
(Sir  James  Fergusson,  Manchester, 
N.E.)  :  An  account  could  be  made 
of  the  receipts  derived  from  foreign 
messages,  but  some  part  of  them  would 
be  applicable  to  Inland  service.  The 
expenditure  would  be  more  difficult  to 
define  accurately,  as  the  staff  is  largely 
employed  also  on  Inland  duties.  It 
would  be  impossible  to  give  the  total 
cost  to  Her  Majesty's  Government  of 
the  acquisition  of  the  submarine  lines, 
inasmuch  as  the  Dutch  lines  were  not 
distinguished  in  the  purchase  of  the 
whole  system  of  the  Electric  and  Inter- 
national Telegraph  Company. 

WRECKS    ON  THE  GLAMORGAN- 
SHIRE   COAST. 

Mr.  ARTHUR  WILLIAMS 
(Glamorgan,  S.) :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  whether  he  is  aware  that  the 
following  shipwrecks  have  taken  place 
on  the  Glamorganshire  coast,  between 
Sker  Point  and  the  Nash  Lighthouse ; 
the  James  Gray  on  the  Tuskar  Rock,  on 
27th  January,  1883,  when  25  lives  were 
lost ;  the  Mabel  on  the  Nash  Sands,  on 
23rd  January,  1885,  when  eighteen  lives 
were  lost ;  the  Malleny  on  the  Tuskar 
Rock,  on  15th  October,  1886,  when  20 
lives  were  lost ;  the  Berygloe  on  the 
Nash  Sands,  on  the  same  night,  when 
one  life  was  lost,  and  the  rest  of  the 
crew  narrowly  escaped ;  the  Catcrina 
on  the  Nash  Sands,  on  16th  January, 
1887,  when  13  lives  were  lost ;  whether 
he  is  aware  that  on  Saturday,  the  6th 
in st.,  a  telegram  from  Cardiff  reached 
Porthcawl,  stating  that  a  brig  was  on 
the  breakers  west  of  the  Nash  buoy  ; 
that  the  Porthcawl  lifeboat  was  out  all 
night,  but  found  no  trace  of  the  vessel, 
which  is  supposed  to  have  foundered  ; 
and  that,  on  Wednesday,  the  9th  inst., 
a  large  brigantine  was  observed  from 
Porthcawl  to  be  on  the  Nash  Sands, 
with  signals  of  distress  flying  ;  and 
whether,  in  view  of  this  loss  of  life  and 
property,  steps  will  be  taken  to  provide 
telegraphic  communication  between  the 
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Nash  Lighthouse  and  Porthcawl;  a 
rocket  apparatus  station  between  Nash 
and  Porthcawl;  alarm  buoys  on  the 
Nash  Sands ;  and  to  replace  the  refuge 
beacon  on  the  Tuskar  Rock,  which  was 
knocked  down  by  a  steamer  ? 

♦The  PRESIDENT  of  the  BOARD 
of  TRADE  (Sir  Michael  Hicks 
Beach,  Bristol,  W.):  I  am  aware 
generally  of  the  circumstances  re- 
ferred to  by  the  hon.  Member,  but 
no  intimation  of  a  casualty  on  the 
9th  instant  has  yet  reached  me.  The 
question  of  stationing  a  rocket  apparatus 
between  Nash  and  Porthcawl  has  been 
under  consideration  in  the  past,  and  I 
have  directed  an  Inspector  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  to  make  a  further  Report. 
The  question  of  telegraphic  communi- 
cation between  the  Nash  Lighthouse 
and  Porthcawl  must  be  considered  as 
part  of  the  general  subject.  A  pro- 
posal for  improving  the  lighting  of  the 
Bristol  Channel  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
Nash  Sands  will  be  included  in  the 
Trinity  House  Estimates  of  the  year 
1892-3. 

EPSOM  NATIONAL  SCHOOLS. 

Mr.  R.  WALLACE  (Edinburgh, 
East) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Vice  President 
of  the  Committee  of  Council  on  Edu- 
cation whether  he  is  aware  that,  a  few 
days  ago,  certain  children  attending 
Epsom  National  Schools  having  had 
their  attendances  marked  in  the  school 
books  in  the  morning,  were  conducted 
to  the  Conservative  Club  and  em- 
ployed in  addressing  electioneering 
circulars  for  the  Rev.  E.  W.  Northey, 
the  manager  of  the  school,  who  is  a 
candidate  for  the  Surrey  County 
Council,  and  that  the  same  process  was 
repeated  with  the  afternoon  attendance ; 
and,  in  the  event  of  such  things  having 
happened,  if  he  will  state  whether  he 
will  take  any  and  what  steps  in  the 
matter  ? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  of  the 
COUNCIL  (Sir  William  Hart  Dyke, 
Kent,  Dartford):  I  am  informed  that 
ten  boys  were  so  employed  without  the 
knowledge  of  the  manager,  but  although 
the  said  boys  were,  it  is  stated,  beyond 
the  age  of  compulsory  attendance,  and 
their  attendances  on  that  occasion  were 
scrupulously  cancelled,  I  cannot  help 
thinking  that  in  the  circumstances  a 
very  injudicious   act   was  committed, 

Mr.  Arthur  Williams 


and  one  that  should  not  be  repeated. 
I  can  do  nothing  more  than  convey 
this  opinion  to  the  manager. 

EDINBURGH  POST  OFFICE. 

Mb.  R.  WALLACE  (Edinbui^ 
East) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Postmaster 
General,  with  reference  to  the  fact  that 
an  officer  connected  with  the  sorting 
department  of  the  Edinburgh  Post 
Office,  who,  after  a  service  of  49  years, 
was  retired  at  the  end  of  last  year,  and 
was  ten  days  afterwards  permitted  to 
resume  his  duty,  if  he  will  state  the 
grounds  on  which  such  exceptional 
treatment  was  extended  to  this  officer? 

Sm  JAMES  FERGUSSON:  The 
retirement  of  the  officer  in  question 
was  not  actually  complete  when  it  was 
found  that  he  was  not  subject  to  the 
operation  of  the  Order  in  Council  of  the 
15th  of  August,  1890,  and  he  has 
accordingly  resumed  duty. 

OFFICIAL  AUDITORS. 

Colonel  HOWARD  VINCENT 
(Sheffield,  Central) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  whether  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  the  fact  that  in  the  County  of 
Cumberland  and  elsewhere  some  of  the 
official  auditors  have  insisted  upoa 
divisional  superintendents  of  pouee 
being  made  accounting  officers,  and  to 
be  therefore  saddled  with  finft"«^ 
duties  independently  of  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee and  in  spite  of  the  Local  Autho- 
rity ;  and  whether  this  action  has  been 
taken  by  authority  of  the  Local 
Government  Board;  and,  in  the  con- 
trary case,  if  directions  will  be  issued 
establishing  a  uniform  practice  for 
auditors,  and  forbidding  them  to  intro- 
duce changes  in  the  system  of  polk* 
finance  on  their  own  initiative  ? 

-The  PRESIDENT  of  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr. 
Ritchie,  Tower  Hamlets,  St.  George's)- 
I  have  made  inquiry  as  to  the 
course  taken  by  the  auditor  referred 
to.  He  informs  me  that  in  no  in- 
stance has  he  insisted  or  even  uigri 
that  the  County  Council  should  adopt 
an  arrangement  which  could  have  toe 
effect  of  making  the  police  superinten- 
dents accounting  officers.  In  the 
County  of  Cumberland,  which  is  & 
luded  to  in  the  question,  the  cheque! 
for  police  pay  and  contingent  expense* 
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3nt  by  the  county  treasurer  direct 
le  superintendents  of  the  several 
ons,  and  this  being  the  case  it  is 
tial  that  the  divisional  superin- 
mts  should  account  to  the  auditor 
le  expenditure  of  the  sums  which 
thus  been  received  and  expended 
ihem.  The  Local  Government 
d  are  not  empowered  to  give  any 
tions  which  would  relieve  the 
•intendents  from  thus  accounting 
lonies  sent  to  them  direct  by  the 
by  treasurer  for  payment  to  other 
>ns,  nor  would  it  be  right  that  they 
Id  do  so,  apart  from  any  question 
ttutory  power.  If  the  payments 
lade  to  the  chief  constable  instead 
>  the  divisional  superintendents, 
i  the  case  in  some  counties,  the 
constable  would  be  required  to 
int  for  the  monies  thus  received 
im,  and,  under  ordinary  circum- 
jes,  accounts  by  the  divisional 
rintendents  would  not  be  required. 

WESTERN   PACIFIC  ORDERS   IN 
COUNCIL. 

r.  COBB  (Warwick,  S.E., 
>y) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
3tary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
her,  under  the  Western  Pacific 
tr  in  Council  (1877),  a  British 
set  can  legally  be  tried  and  con- 
d  by  the  Judicial  Commissioner  in 

without  a  jury,  of  murdering 
her  British  subject  on  board  a 
sh  vessel  ? 

IE  UNDER  SECRETARY  of 
TE  for  the  COLONIES  (Baron 
le  Worms,   Liverpool,  East  Tox- 

:  This  question  is  a  purely  legal 
and  ought  to  have  been  addressed 
ly  hon.  and  learned  Friend  the 
rney  General.  It  appears  to  me, 
jver,  ta  be  clear  from  Section  6 
he  Pacific  Islanders'  Protection 
1875,  and  Articles  7,  18,  23,  and 
f  the  Western  Pacific  Order  in 
toil,  1877,  that  the  answer  to  the 

Member's  question  should  be  in 
affirmative,  and  that  such  a  case 
i  be  triable  by  a  Judicial  Com- 
oner,  with  assessors. 

IE  LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL  OF 
CYPRUS. 

i.  PICTON  (on  behalf  of  Mr. 
ljnd  Robertson,  Dundee) :  I  beg 
k  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 


the  Colonies  whether  Captain  Youug'i 
candidature  for  the  Larnaca  and  Fama- 
gusta  division  in  the  recent  elections 
for  the  Legislative  Council  of  Cyprus 
had  the  sanction  of  the  Colonial  Office ; 
whether  he  is  aware  that  the  decision 
in  the  trial  of  the  election  petition,  by 
which  the  Native  (Greek)  candidates 
have  been  unseated,  has  caused  grave 
dissatisfaction  in  Cyprus  ;  and  whether 
the  Colonial  Office  will  cause  inquiry 
to  be  made  into  the  action  of  Captain 
Young,  Commissioner  of  Famagusta,  in 
reference  to  this  election,  and  into  the 
allegations  of  undue  influence  on  the 
part  of  the  Government  officials  under 
him? 

Baron  H.  de  WORMS:  Captain 
Young's  candidature  was  not  known  to 
and  had  not  the  sanction  of  the  Colonial 
Office,  such  sanction  not  being  techni- 
cally necessary,  but  the  High  Commis- 
sioner for  Cyprus  has  been  instructed 
to  inform  the  public  officers  that  they 
should  not   in  future  offer   themselves 

for  election  unless  expressly  authorised. 
No  official  information  has  reached  the 
Secretary  of  State  with  regard  to  the 
popular  feeling  respecting  the  decision 
in  the  election  case,  or  as  to  any  allega- 
tions of  undue  influence  on  the  part  of 
the  Government  officials,  and  he  there- 
fore sees  no  reason  to  inquire  into  the 
latter  allegation. 

POSTAL  ARRANGEMENTS  IN 
SCOTLAND. 
Mr.  ESSLEMONT  (on  behalf  of  Dr. 
Cameron,  Glasgow,  College) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Postmaster  General  whether, 
when  the  South  of  Mull  route  between 
Oban  and  Bunessan  is  reopened  this 
year,  he  will  consider  the  feasibility  of 
landing  the  mail  bags  for  the  Fuinafort 
district  on  the  Ross  of  Mull  side  of  the 
Sound  of  Iona,  and  so  avoiding  the  de- 
lay in  the  service  of  the  district  which 
occurred  under  the  arrangement  of  last 
year  ? 

Sir  JAMES  FERGUSSON:  The 
matter  will  receive  careful  consideration. 
It  is  believed,  however,  that  in  certain 
winds  and  heavy  seas  it  is  dangerous 
to  land  and  embark  mails  on  the  Ross 
of  Mull  side  of  the  Island  of  Iona. 
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WHITEHAVEN    SANITARY     DISTRICT. 

Sir  JAMES  BAIN  (Whitehaven) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board,  with  reference  to 
the  fact  that  the  County  Council  of 
Cumberland  made  an  order  extending 
the  limits  of  the  Urban  Sanitary  Dis- 
trict  of  Whitehaven,  on  which  the  Local 
Government  Board  afterwards  held  a 
local  inquiry  by  their  Inspector,  Mr. 
Arnold  Taylor,  whether  the  Local 
Government  Board  refused  to  confirm 
the  County  Council's  order  on  the 
Inspector's  Report ;  and,  if  not,  then 
upon  what  grounds  ;  and  whether  he 
will  lay  upon  the  Table  of  the  House 
the  Report  of  Mr.  Arnold  Taylor  ? 

Mr.  RITCHIE  :  It  became  the  duty 
of  the   Local   Government    Board    to 
direct  an  inquiry  in  the  case  referred  to, 
in  consequence  of  an  appeal  by  county 
electors  against  the  order  of  the  County 
Council     extending    the     Whitehaven 
Urban  District  by  including  within  its 
limits  an   area  comprising  more  than 
2,600  acres.     The  inquiry  was  a  very 
exhaustive  one,  extending  over  seven 
days,  and  the  evidence  of  a  large  num- 
ber of  witnesses  was  taken.     The  pro- 
posals were  very  strongly  opposed  by 
both  owners  and  ratepayers  in  the  areas 
proposed   to  be  added,   and   with   the 
exception   of    one    gentleman,   who  is 
the     Chairman    of    the    Whitehaven 
Urban  Authority,  not  one  witness  who 
was   an    owner  or    ratepayer   in    the 
outside  area  was  called  in  support  of 
the  scheme.  After  full  consideration  of 
all   the  facts,  the   Local   Government 
Board  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
evidence  of  those  who  were  in  favour 
of  the  extension  of  the  district  failed  to 
show   that    there    was   any   sufficient 
reason  for  the  wide  scheme  of  extension 
proposed,    and   that   they    had  there- 
fore no  alternative  but  to  disallow  the 
order.      The  Reports  which  are  made 
by  the  Inspectors  of  the  Board  on  the 
inquiries     held     by    them     are    very 
numerous,    and    I    should    not     feel 
justified  in  consenting  to  the  Report  in 
this  case  being  laid  on  the  Table,  and 
thus     making    a     very    inconvenient 
precedent. 

THE  GREENWICH   HOSPITAL. 

Sir  WILLIAM  GROSSMAN  (Ports- 
mouth) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord 


of  the  Admiralty  if  he  will  state  how 
much  money  has  been  expended  during 
the  last  ten  years  on  the  maintenance 
and  repairs  of  the  buildings  of  Green- 
wich Hospital,  now  occupied  by  the 
Admiralty  ;  the  amount  paid  for  rates 
and  taxes,  or  contribution  in  lieu 
thereof ;  and  how  much  of  this  would, 
in  the  case  of  an  ordinary  tenancy,  have 
fallen  upon  the  landlord,  and  how  much 
upon  the  tenant  ? 

♦The  FIRST  LORD  of  the 
ADMIRALTY  (Lord  Geokge  Hamil- 
ton, Middlesex,  Ealing) :  The  amount 
expended  during  the  last  ten  years  on 

the  maintenance  and  repairs  of  Green- 
wich Hospital,  now  occupied  by  the 
Admiralty,  has  been  £31,770,  and  in 
new  works,  additions,  and  alterations, 
£8,660.  The  whole  of  this  expenditure 
would  in  the  case  of  an  ordinary 
tenancy  have  fallen  upon  the  landlord. 
The  amount  paid  as  contribution  in 
lieu  of  rates  during  the  same  period 
for  the  college  and  schools  combined 
has  been  £26,385,  of  which  the  pro- 
portion for  the  college  only  is  approxi- 
mately estimated  at  £21,000.  The 
whole  of  this  expenditure  in  an  ordinary 
tenancy  would  have  fallen  upon  the 
tenant.  On  the  other  hand,  the  rent 
paid  by  the  Admiralty  for  the  use  of 
the  college  buildings  has  been  £100  per 
annum. 


POSTAL  ARRANGEMENTS  IN  CORK. 
Dr.  TANNER  (Cork  Co.,  Mid):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Postmaster  General 
whether,  having  regard  to  the  promise 
of  the  late  Postmaster  General,  a  daily 
post  and  evening  collection  will  be  given 
to  the  people  of  Batheoole  and  Kil* 
correy,  County  Cork  ? 

♦Sik  JAMES  FERGUSSON :  In  July 
last  the  late  Postmaster  General  pro- 
mised, in  reply  to  a  question  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  North  Cork,  that  this 
subject  should  be  carefully  considered 
On  the  15th  August  the  hon.  Member 
was  informed  that  the  existing  Fostil 
Service  between  Banteer  and  Kilconej 
was  already  being  conducted  at  a  corf 
in  excess  of  the  revenue ;  and  exprwing 
regret  that  no  further  outlay  oouM  be 
incurred  for  improving  the  port.  It  * 
not  likely  that  the  circumstances  htft 
changed  in  any  material  degree  since 
that  time, 
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INLAND  REVENUE  OFFICERS. 

Mb.  COBB:  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chan 
lellor  of  the  Exchequer  whether  he  is 
aware  that  his  refusal  to  see  any  of  tliu 
lupervisors,  officers,  or  assistants  of  the 
Inland  Revenue,  with  regard  to  the 
grievances  alleged  in  their  petition  to 
[he  Treasury,  has  caused  considerable 
iissatisf action  among  them,  in  view  of 
the  fact  that,  when  the  Customs  out- 
door officers  alleged  that  there  were 
grievances  in  their  branch  of  the  Service 
which  they  requested  might  be  reme- 
died, the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
and  the  Financial  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  held  an  inquiry  and  issued  a 
Treasury  Minute  dealing  with  their 
complaints,  which  in  March  last  was 
ordered  to  be  printed,  and  was  shortly 
afterwards  published ;  whether  any 
reason  exists  for  treating  the  grievances 
alleged  by  the  officials  connected  with 
the  Excise  in  a  different  way  from 
those  alleged  by  the  officials  of  the 
Customs ;  and  whether  he  will  re-con- 
sider his  recent  decision  as  to  granting 
a  short  interview  to  one  representative 
of  the  supervisors,  officers,  and  assis- 
tants upon  some  of  the  points  named 
in  their  petition,  without  undertaking 
so  complete  an  inquiry  as  took  place  in 
the  case  of  the  officials  of  the  Customs ; 
or  whether,  as  an  alternative,  he  will 
direct  any  other  kind  of  inquiry  to  be 
held  ? 

The  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EX- 
CHEQUER (Mr.  Goschen,  St.George's, 
Hanover  Square) :  The  case  of  the 
Customs'  Service,  to  which  the  hon. 
Member  refers,  was  entirely  different 
from  that  of  the  officers  on  whose  behalf 
he  now  appeals  to  me.  As  a  result  of 
a  discussion  of  the  Customs'  Service  in 
this  House,  on  a  Motion  for  a  Select 
Committee  to  inquire  into  grievances 
which  were  alleged  to  exist,  but  had 
not  been  investigated,  I  undertook,  in 
substitution  for  this  proposed  Com- 
mittee, to  hold  a  formal  inquiry  myself 
into  the  conditions  of  the  whole  Customs 
Outdoor  Service,  of  a  nature  similar  to 
the  inquiry  which  would  be  undertaken 
by  a  Select  Committee.  The  conclu- 
sions at  which  we  arrived  were,  as  the 
hon.  Member  states,  embodied  in  a 
Treasury  Minute,  and  certain  changes 
in  the  conditions  of  the  Customs'  Ser- 
vice  were  made  in  consequence.     In 


the  recent  case  certain  grievances  were 
brought  first  before  the  Board  of  Inland 
Revenue,  and  through  them  to  the 
Treasury,  last  year.  They  had  very 
full  and  careful  previous  consideration 
from  myself  and  my  Colleagues,  and  I 
was  able  to  meet  the  requests  of  the 
officers  to  some  extent,  and  a  very  con- 
siderable sum  was  added  to  the 
aggregate  of  salaries,  and  some  changes 
were  made  in  other  respects.  At  the 
same  time,  there  were  certain  other 
points  on  which  we  were  unable  to 
meet  the  requests  of  the  officers,  and 
the  petition  which  is  now  before  me 
mainly  consists  of  a  request  for  re-con- 
sideration of  those  points.  I  am  fully 
acquainted  with  the  details  of  the  case 
of  the  officers,  and  I  entirely  reject  the 
suggestion  of  the  hon.  Member,  that  it  is 
impossible  for  ine  to  arrive  at  a  just 
conclusion  upon  the  alleged  grievances 
without  a  personal  interview  with  the 
officers  concerned.  If  such  interviews 
became  customary  in  all  cases  in  which 
grievances  are  alleged  in  any  branch  of 
the  Civil  Service,  the  time  of  Ministers 
would  be  entirely  occupied  in  this 
manner,  and  the  interest  of  Public 
Business  would  suffer.  I  can  assure 
the  hon.  Member  that,  though  I  cannot 
grant  such  interviews,  I  take  a  deep 
interest  in  endeavouring  as  far  as  I  can 
to  master  alt  those  Civil  Service  ques- 
tions, and  that  I  fear  the  task  of 
meeting  all  the  wishes  of  Civil  servants 
is  absolutely  hopeless. 

Mr.  COBB  :  May  I  ask  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  whether  I  correctly 
gather  from  his  answer  that  he  will 
consent  to  the  appointment  of  a 
Select  Committee  to  inquire  into  the 
subject  ? 

Mb.  GOSCHEN:  No;  because  the 
grievances  have  been  already  inquired 
into  ;  and  if  this  House  were  to  appoint 
a  Select  Committee  to  inquire  into  the 
matter  it  would  amount  to  a  Vote  of 
Want  of  Confidence  in  the  result  of  the 
inquiry  which  has  already  taken  place. 

COLLECTION  OF  AGRICULTURAL 
RETURN& 
Mb.  J.  O'KELLY  (Roscommon,  N.): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  whether  Excise  officers  have 
been  either  reduced  or  dismissed  in 
connection  with  the  collection  of  the 
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Agricultural  Returns ;  and  if  he  is 
aware  that  much  dissatisfaction  exists 
in  the  Service  in  reference  to  the  work  ? 

Mr.  GOSCHEN  :  Onlv  two  officers 
have  been  reduced,  and  four  dismissed, 
in  connection  with  the  collection  of 
Agricultural  Statistics  during  the  last 
ten  vears.  I  am  not  aware  that  there 
is  serious  dissatisfaction  in  the  Service 
in  reference  to  this  work. 

THE  BAILIFF  OF  JERSEY  AND  THE 
DAN  TEL  CASE. 
Mr.  COBB  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Home  Department 
whether  he  will  lay  upon  the  Table  of 
the  House  the  correspondence  between 

the  Home  Office  and  the  Bailiff  of  the 
Island  of  Jersey  with  respect  to  the 
Daniel  case  ? 

The  SECRETARY  op  STATE  for 
the  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr. 
Matthews,  Birmingham,  E.)  :  There 
has   been    no    official    correspondence 

between  the  Home  Office  and  the 
Bailiff  of  Jersev.  I  have  written 
private  letters  to  the  Bailiff;  but  I  see 
no  reason  for  laying  them  on  the  Table 
of  the  House.  Full  publicity  has  been 
given  to  the  proceedings  in  the  Daniel 
case. 

NAVAL  PENSIONERS. 

Sir  WILLIAM  GROSSMAN 
(Portsmouth)  :  T  beg  to  ask  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty  how  many 
Naval  pensioners  of  the  age  of  55  and 
upwards,  who  entered  the  Service  prior 
to  the  issue  of  the  Order  in  Council  of 
the  29th  June,  1878,  have  not  yet 
received  the  full  Greenwich  age 
pension  ? 

Lord  GEORGE  HAMILTON  :  The 

number  of  pensioners  over  55  years  of 

age  claiming  pensions  is  estimated  to 

be  about   2,800.     All   such  claimants 

entered  the  Service  prior  to  1865,  up  to 
which  time  no  age  pensions  existed. 
The  Order  in  Council  of  1878  therefore 
did  not,  as  the  question  suggests,  break 
any  condition  of  the  engagement  of 
these  men,  but  only  affected  the  grant- 
ing of  a  boon  to  which,  previously  to 
1865,  they  were  not  entitled. 

Mr.  J.  O'Kelly 


ARMAGH    PRISON. 

Mr.  BLANE  (Armagh,  S.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  with 
regard  to  the  faet  that  in  1889 
the  General  Prisons  Board  directed 
certain  Minutes  to  be  communi- 
cated to  an  officer  of  Armagh 
Prison, upon  whom  a  Report  was  made, 
whether  the  directions  of  the  General 
Prisons  Board  were  complied  with: 
and,  if  not,  what  steps  were  taken  to 
ascertain  by  whose  default  the  ouiianon 
was  made ;  and  what  steps  the  General 
Prisons  Board  purpose  taking  with 
reference  to  further  Reports  from 
Armagh  Prison  ? 

The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  roi 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Jackson,  Leeds, 
N.) :  The  General  Prisons  Board 
report  that  it  is  the  case  that  the 
officer  in  charge  of  the  prison  failed  to 
communicate  the  Minute  referred  to. 
He  was  cautioned  by  the  Board  to  be 
more  careful  in  future. 

Mr.  BLANE  :  I  want  to  know 
what  steps  will  the  General  Prisoni 
Board  take  with  reference  to  the 
Governor  of  Armagh  Prison,  aft? 
they  have  found  that  he  had  not  com- 
municated to  the  officer  of  the  prison? 

Mr.  JACKSON :  I  believe  the  General 
Prisons  Board  are  quite  able  to  look 
after  their  own  Department ;  and  if  they 
think  it  necessary  in  this  case  I  am 
quite  sure  they  will  take  action. 

Mr.  BLANE  :  I  beg  to  give  notice 
that  on  the  Estimates  I  shall  call  atten- 
tion to  this  particular  case,  and  morel 
Resolution. 

NATIONAL  EDUCATION  IN  IRELAND. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Longford,  N.): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  have  the 
Commissioners  of  National  Education 
in  Ireland  had  recent  instances  of  the 
hardship  resulting  from  the  high 
average  of  70,  to  maintain  the  services 
of  an  assistant  teacher,  on  account  of 
the  decrease  in  population,  prevalence 
of  epidemics,  the  severe  weather,  &c ; 
and  will  anything  be  done  to  reduce 
the  average  or  mitigate  the  rule  ? 

Mr.  JACKSON  :  The  Commissioners 
of  National  Education  are  not  aware 
of  any  special  cases  of  hardship  arising 
from  the  rule  mentioned  in  the  que*- 
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ion.  The  Commissioners  add  that  in 
Jl  cases  in  which  the  school  attend- 
ance is  reduced  owing  to  severe 
reather,  prevalence  of  epidemic  disease, 
t  other  exceptional  cause,  they  in- 
ariably  allow  a  reasonable  time  for 
he  re-establishment  of  the  normal 
verage  before  proceeding  to  cancel  the 
rant  for  an  assistant. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  Will  the  right 
on.  Gentleman  state  whether  it  is  a 
act  that  in  consequence  of  the  influ- 
nza  and  the  severity  of  the  season  this 
ormal  average  has  fallen  in  a  great 
timber  of  cases  during  the  past 
ear? 

Mr.  JACKSON  :  No  ;  as  a  matter  of 
fcct,  during  the  past  year— that  is,  the 
ear  ending  on  the  31st  December  last — 
.  think  the  attendance  has  increased  on 
he  preceding  year.  There  was,  of 
sourse,  a  considerable  falling  off  since, 
n  consequence  of  the  influenza. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY :  I  beg  to  ask 
he  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  whether  the  Irish 
Commissioners  of  National  Education 
Bsue  at  intervals  private  instructions 
o  their  Inspectors  on  matters  such  as 
ihe  interpretation  of  the  programmes, 
rhe  mode  of  conducting  examinations, 
fee.,  which  are  never  made  known  to 
•he  teachers,  and  why  do  the  Commis- 
rioners  not  follow  the  practice  of  the 
Education  Departments  of  England 
tnd  Scotland,  which  allow  their  In- 
spectors to  consult  with  the  teachers  ? 

Mr.  JACKSON :  The  Commissioners 
>f  National  Education  report  that  they 
ssuefrom  time  to  time,  according  to  the 
•equirements  of  the  service,  special  in- 
ttructions  to  their  Inspectors  regarding 
.he  details  of  their  duties,  and  that  such 
wrtions  as  it  is  deemed  essential  that  the 
ieacher8  should  be  made  acquainted 
vith  are  communicated  through  the 
nanagers.  The  Commissioners  encour- 
age their  Inspectors  to  confer  with  the 
eachers  and  managers,  and  to  assist  in 
k  matter  bearing  on  the  interests  of  the 
chools  and  the  efficiency  of  the 
eachers;  and  they  are  aware  that 
uch  consultation  is  of  frequent  occur- 
ence, and  is  attended  with  satisfactory 

Pftll  Its 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY:  Is  the  right 
on.  Gentleman  aware  whether  a 
ifferent  practice  prevails  in  England, 
nd    will  he  undertake   to  have  the 


practice  of  the  Irish  and  the  English 
Education  Offices  brought  into  harmony 
in  this  matter  ? 

Mr.  JACKSON  :  I  am  not  aware, 
and  I  can  do  no  more  than  bring  the 
matter  before  the  notice  of  the  National 
Board. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY:  I  will  call 
attention  to  this  matter  again. 

ENFIELD  SMALL  ARMS  FACTORY. 

Mr.  JAMES  STUAKT  (Shoreditch, 
Hoxton)  (on  behalf  of  Mr.  James 
Rowlands) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  whether  it  is  the  case 
that  notices  have  been  given  dismissing 
men  at  the  Small  Arms  Factory  at 
Enfield  since  Monday  last ;  whether  75 
men  are  now  under  notice  to  leave ; 
whether  27  notices  were  served  on 
Wednesday  on  the  stock-filers,  and 
whether  there  are  only  about  60  stock- 
filers  in  all  at  Enfield ;  and  whether  he 
will  undertake  that  no  more  notices 
shall  be  served  until  further  inquiry 
has  been  made  ? 
♦The  SECRETARY  op  STATE  for 
WAR  (Mr.  E.  Stanhope,  Lincoln- 
shire, Horncastle) :  It  is  reported 
to  me  that  the  numbers  in  the 
question  are  substantially  correct.  I 
have  already  stated  that  any  necessary 
reduction  shall  be  made  with  as  little 
hardship  as  possible,  but  the  diminution 
in  our  orders  absolutely  necessitates 
some  reduction. 

THE  LATE  CONVICT  P.  W.  NALLY. 

Mr.  J.  C.  FLYNN  (on  behalf  of  Mr. 
McCartan,  Down,  S.):  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  with  reference  to  the 
evidence  given  at  the  inquest  on  the 
remains  of  P.  W.  Nally,  who  died  in 
Mount  joy  Gaol  on  9th  November  last, 
whether  he  is  aware  that  Dr.  O'Keefe, 
the  prison  doctor,  deposed  at  the  in- 
quest that  Nally  required  outdoor 
work  to  keep  up  his  health ;  that  he  was 
punished  and  lost  marks  on  the  charge 
of  having  shouted  "  God  save  Ireland  " 
at  Downpatrick  Railway  Station  ;  and 
that  he  was  forcibly  removed  from 
Downpatrick  to  Mountjoy  Prison  where 
he  was  reported  "  sick  "  on  the  8th 
October,  and  on  the  19th  October  the 
disease  was  declared  to  be  typhoid 
fever ;  whether  any  word  was  sent  to 
Nally's  friends  before  the  first  week  in 
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November  ;  and  if  he  will  explain  why 
his  brother  Dr.  Nally  was  refused  per- 
mission to  remain  with  him  on  the 
night  he  was  dying  ;  and  why,  when 
the  term  of  his  imprisonment  had 
almost  expired,  lit?  was  not  allowed  to 
go  into  the  Mater  Miscrecordiau 
Hospital  ;  and  whether  he  will  grant  a 
sworn  inquiry  into  his  prison  treatment 
up  to  the  time  of  his  death? 

Mr.  JACKSON  :  The  General  Prisons 
Board  report  that  the  medical  officer 
states  that  he  did  not  depose,  as  alleged 
in  the  question,  that  Nally  required  out- 
door exercise.  Nally  was  punished  for 
misconduct,  which  consisted  of  shouting 
in  a  loud  and  disorderly  manner, 
calculated  to  create  a  disturbance  at 
Downpatrick  Railway  Station  on  19th 
November,  1S88,  and  likewise  lost 
marks.  There  was  no  force  used  in 
his  transfer  from  Downpatrick  to 
Mount  joy  Prison,  to  which  he  was 
removed  in  company  with  other 
prisoners  on  1st  April,  1891,  from 
which  date  Downpatrick  was  closed  as 
a  convict  prison.  Nally's  friends  were 
not  informed  of  his  illness  before  the 
first  week  in  November.  He  himself 
had  specially  desired  that  his  friends 
should  not  be  informed,  and  up  to  that 
time  his  case  was  progressing  favour- 
ably. It  is  not  the  case  that  his 
brother  was  refused  permission  to 
remain.  On  the  contrary,  his  brother 
was  present  at  his  death,  as  were  also 
his  sister  and  three  other  relatives. 
Under  the  rules  prisoners  are  not  dis- 
charged on  the  ground  of  health  except 
on  a  certificate  from  the  medical  officer 
that  further  confinement  is  likely  to 
endanger  life.  In  the  present  case 
there  was  not  only  no  such  certificate, 
but  the  medical  officer  reports  that  the 
prisoner  told  his  brother  that  he  was 
well  treated.  He  did  not  express  any 
desire  to  be  released  from  custody,  and 
in  the  opinion  of  the  medical  officer 
his  removal  to  another  hospital  would 
have  in  no  wav  benefited  him.  I 
would  add  that  an  outside  eminent 
medical  doctor  was  called  in  for  con- 
sultation, and  he  fully  agreed  in  the 
way  in  which  the  case  was  being 
treated,  and  expressed  his  belief  that 
nothing  was  being  left  undone  to 
promote  the  recovery  of  the  patient. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Flynn 


The  Government  do  not  see  anything 
in  the  circumstances  of  the  case  calling 
for  the  course  suggested  in  the  last 
paragraph. 

Mh.  SEXTON  (Belfast,  W.):  As  the 
death  of  this  prisoner  was  accelerated 
bv  his  treatment,  and  as  the  whole 
case  will  be  the  subject  of  debate  in 
this  House,  I  would  ask  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  whether  he  will  afford  us 
the  necessary  information  by  laying  i 
copy  of  the  coroner's  inquisition  on  the 
Table  ? 

Mb.  FLYNN :  May  I  ask  the  light 
hon.  Gentleman  at  the  same  time  is  he 
not  aware  or  can  he  give  us  any  infor- 
mation as  to  whether  it  is  not  the 
usual  practice  to  discharge  prisoners  in 
case  of  serious  ill- health  ? 

Mr.  JACKSON  :  I  am  not  aware  of 
any  other  practice  than  that  prisoner! 
are  discharged  only  on  a  certificate 
from  the  medical  officer  that  further 
confinement  is  likely  to  endanger  life. 
With  respect  to  the  question  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  West  Belfast,  I  will 
inquire  whether  it  is  possible  to  lay  i 
copy  of  the  coroner's  inquisition  upoo 
the  Table. 

Mr.  JOHN  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.): 
I  would  like  to  ask  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  whether  he  would  not  re- 
consider the  question  whether  the 
medical  officer  failed  to  give  a  certifi- 
cate of  serious  ill-health  when  he  dis- 
covered that  the  prisoner  was  suffering 
from  tvphoid  fever? 

Mr."  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  (Mona- 
ghan,  N.) :  I  should  also  like  to  ask  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  whether  it  wtf 
not  stated  at  the  inquest  that  Nally 
had  been  engaged  in  cleaning  out  the 
piggeries  when  he  contracted  the  fatal 
disease,  and  that  some  of  the  pigs  had 
died  in  consequence  of  the  unsanitary 
condition  of  the  place  ? 

Mr.  JACKSON  :  If  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man will  put  down  the  question  I  will 
endeavour  to  answer  it.  As  to  the 
question  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Mayo, 
I  do  not  know  that  there  was  the 
slightest  neglect  on  the  part  of  the 
medical  officer  of  the  prison,  and  if  iny 
recollection  serves  nie,  the  evidence 
given  at  the  inquest  went  to  exonerate 
the  doctor  from  any  neglect.  I  believe 
there  was  a  complaint  that  the  typhoid 
character  of  the  disease  was  not  dis- 
covered at    an    earlier    stage;    but  I 


Ml 


Irish 


{26  Februaby,  1892} 


Trawling  k 


1382 


rfieve  that  that  is  not  unusual,  and 
Mi  there  is  not  the  smallest  ground 
mt  any  allegation  of  neglect  on  the 
Btrt  of  the  medical  officer. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY :  I  should  like 
►  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
lether  the  prison  doctor  reported  to 
16  General  Prisons  Board  that  this 
risoner  was  in  danger  of  death  ? 

Mb.  JACKSON  :  If  the  hon.  Gentle- 
tan  puts  down  the  question  perhaps  I 
tall  be  able  to  get  the  information. 

Mb.  HAYDEN  (Leitrim,  S.)  was 
iderstood  to  inquire  if  the  right 
)n.  Gentleman  was  aware  whether  the 
eatment  Nally  received  was  not  owing 
•  his  refusal  to  give  evidence  at  the 
irnell  Commission  ? 
Mb.  JACKSON:  No,  Sir.  That  is  a 
lestion  which  it  is  impossible  for  me  to 
iswer. 

THE  BALACLAVA  SIX  HUNDRED. 

Mb.  FLYNN  (on  behalf  of  Mr. 
'Cabtan)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
ry  of  State  for  War  whether  his 
tention  has  been  called  to  a  statement 
ade  in  the  Sunday  Chronicle,  of  the 
:th  inst.,  to  the  effect  that,  for  some 
ne  past,  the  30  impoverished  sur- 
eors  of  the  Balaclava  Six  Hundred 
we  been  receiving,  out  of  a  fund 
ikuitarily  subscribed  through  that 
iper,  15s.  a  week,  or  such  addition  to 
eir  pensions  as  made  the  whole 
nount  to  15s.  per  week  ;  whether  he  is 
vare  that  this  fund  is  now  exhausted, 
id  that  18  of  these  veteran  soldiers  are 
>w  pensionless,  while  one  receives 
i.  3|d.  per  day,  four  a  pension  of 
i.  Id.  per  day,  and  the  other  seven 
tyments  varying  from  Is.  to  4d.  per 
ly ;  and  whether,  considering  the  ser- 
oes  of  these  men,  and  the  danger  to 
hich  they  exposed  themselves  in  the 
iblic  service,  he  will  take  steps  to  have 
em  supplied  with  a  competency  for 
eir  old  days  ? 

►Mb.  E.  STANHOPE:  Perhaps  the 
>n.  Member  will  allow  me  to  refer  him 
the  answer  I  gave  on  a  former 
casion  on  this  subject. 
Db.  TANNER :  Can  the  right  hon. 
mtleman  inform  us  whether  it  is  not 
fact  that  a  number  of  these  unfor- 
nate  men  have  been  driven  into  the 
>rkhouse  for  want  of  attention  from 
j  Department? 

The  question  was  not  answered. 


SCOTCH   TRAWLING. 


Colonel  NOLAN  (Galway,  N.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Lord  Advocate  in  how 
many,  and  in  what,  bays  in  Scotland 
is  trawling  forbidden,  also  in  what  bays 
is  steam  trawling  forbidden  ;  if,  when  a 
large  majority  of  the  fishermen  residing 
near  any  Scotch  bay  desire  that  trawl- 
ing should  be  prohibited,  do  the  Scotch 
Authorities  consider  and  give  effect  to 
this  desire ;  and  has  he  any  evidence 
to  show  whether  the  fishermen  near 
any  bay  consider  that  the  prohibition 
of  trawling  in  certain  bays  has  improved 
the  supply  of  fish  ? 

♦The  LOKD  ADVOCATE  (Sir  C.  J. 
Pearson,  Edinburgh  and  St.  Andrews 
Universities) :  In  reply  to  the  first  and 
second  paragraphs  of  the  question,  I 
would  refer  the  hon.  Member  to  the 
Herring  Fisnery  (Scotland)  Act,  1889, 
by  which  trawling  is  forbidden  within 
three  miles  of  low  water  mark.  It  is 
also  forbidden  at  a  number  of  places 
mentioned  in  the  Schedule  to  the  Act. 
The  Fishery  Board  may,  by  bye-law, 
exempt  portions  of  the  coast  from  the 
operation  of  the  Act ;  but  I  understand 
that  this  power  has  been  sparingly 
used.  The  Act  makes  no  distinction 
between  steam  trawlers  and  other 
trawlers.  With  regard  to  the  last 
paragraph  of  the  question,  I  am  not 
aware  of  any  evidence  of  the  nature 
referred  to  ;  but  I  shall  inquire  if  it 
exists,  and  communicate  with  the  hon. 
Member. 

Colonel  NOLAN  :  I  should  like  the 
Lord  Advocate  to  give  us  the  gist  of 
the  Act  of  1889,  for  I  confess  I  am 
not  up  in  Scotch  law. 

Mr.  SPEAKEE :  Order,  order  ! 

IRISH  TRAWLING. 

Colonel  NOLAN  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  in  how  many,  and  in  what, 
bays  in  Ireland  is  trawling  forbidden, 
also  in  what  bays  is  steam  trawling 
forbidden ;  if,  when  a  large  majority  of 
the  fishermen  residing  near  any  bay 
desire  that  trawling  should  be  pro- 
hibited, do  the  Irish  Authorities  con- 
sider and  give  effect  to  this  desire ;  and 
has  he  any  evidence  to  show  whether 
the  fishermen  near  any  bay  consider 
that  the  non-prohibition  of  trawling  has 
injured  the  take  of  fist  ? 
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Mr.  JACKSON  :  I  am  sorry  I  have 
not  had  sufficient  time  to  get  an  answer 
to  the  question  of  the  hon.  Member. 

Colonel  NOLAN :  It  is  verv  unusual 
for  one  Minister  to  answer  and  another 
not  to  do  so.  I  wanted  to  see  from 
the  answers  of  both  Ministers  whe- 
ther  

Mb.  SPEAKER  :  Will  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman  put  his  question  ? 

Colonel  NOLAN  :  I  am  sorry  to 
say  I  have  not  got  an  answer  to  my 
question.  I  will  put  down  another  to 
tlie  Lord  Advocate. 

THE  CHICAGO  WORLD'S   FAIR 
COMMISSION. 

Mr.  LANE  (Cork  Co.,  K.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
whether  there  is  any  representative  of 
Ireland  on  the  Royal  Commission 
appointed  to  organise  the  British 
Section  at  the  Chicago  World's  Fair  ; 
how  many  Irish  representatives  are  on 
the  eleven  committees  (consisting  of 
387  members)  appointed  by  the  Royal 
Commission  for  the  various  sections  ;  is 
he  aware  that  the  Royal  Commissioners 
have  given  no  information  by  advertise- 
ment or  circulars  to  manufacturers  or 
other  intending  exhibitors  in  Ireland, 
though  the  time  for  applying  for  space 
expires  on  the  29th  instant ;  that  they 
are  charging  exhibitors  at  the  rate  of 
£25  per  100  square  feet  for  space  given 
free  by  the  World's  Fair  to  all  ex- 
hibitors ;  and  that  their  minimum 
charge  for  the  smallest  exhibit  is  £5, 
though  exhibitors  must  pay  all  cost  of 
transportation,  erection,  maintenance, 
and  insurance  ;  and  have  the  Royal 
Commissioners  any  accredited  agent  or 
offices  in  Ireland  where  intending 
exhibitors  can  apply  for  information  or 
space  ? 

♦The  SECRETARY  to  the  TREA- 
SURY (Sir  J.  Gorst,  Chatham) :  The 
answer  to  the  first  question  is,  I 
am  informed,  in  the  affirmative.  Ten 
gentlemen,  specially  appointed  as  re- 
presenting Irish  industries  and  educa- 
tion, besides  several  other  Irishmen  not 
so  specially  appointed,  are  serving  on 
the  various  committees.  Seven  others 
were  invited  to  do  so,  but  did  not 
accept  the  invitation.  Circulars  have 
been  sent  to  all  Irish  exhibitors  at  pre- 
vious International  Exhibitions  and  to 
many  other    manufacturers,   and  ad- 


vertisements have  been  inserted  in  n 
Irish  papers.  The  charge  to  exhiMn 
is  £23  10s.  per  100  square  feel,  ind  tk 
minimum  is  £5.  There  is  at  Dublin i 
joint  committee,  formed  by  the  Cor- 
poration,  the  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
and  the  Royal  Dublin  Society,  vb 
hold  all  information  at  the  disposal  i 
Irish  exhibitors. 

POSTAGE   OF    FRIENDLY    SOC1CTIB 

CIRCULAR* 

Major  RASCH  (Essex,  S.E.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Postmaster 
when  the  reduction  of  &  n 
the  postal  rate  of  the  circulars  of 
Friendlv  Societies  will  come  into 
force  ? 

Sir  JAMES  FERGUSSON  :  h 
November  last  an  alteration  was  raik 
in  the  Book  Post  regulations,  so  as » 
allow  a  circular  (which  fulfils  the  con- 
ditions of  being  wholly  or  in  great  put 
printed,  and  of  being  in  identical  ten* 
to  several  persons)  to  be  attached  to 
any  other  document  admissible  bj 
book  post.  The  circular  notices  « 
meetings  sent  out  by  Friendly  Societies 
therefore,  niav  now  have  a  statement 
of  account  appended  on  the  same  inert 
without  losing  the  privilege  of  paaflf 
at  the  book  rate  of  £d.  per  2  oz. ;  W 
the  statement  must  be  kept  apart,  mi 
not  embodied  in  the  circular. 

the  mi-kinley  tariff  and 
reciprocity. 

Colonel    HOWARD    VINCENT: 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  oi 
State  for  Foreign   Affairs  with  whet 
nations  have  the   United  States  con- 
cluded arrangements   for  the  free  or 
more  favoured  admission  of  America 
natural  and  manufactured  productiooi 
under  the   Reciprocity  Section  of  the 
McKinley    Tariff    Act;     if    in   tho« 
markets    the  exports  of    the    United 
Kingdom  and  British  Colonies  will  be 
at  a  disadvantage  compared  to  America! 
exports  ;  and  whether  the  Washington 
Government   have    issued     notices  to 
various    other    States    that   if   befctt 
15th  March  they  do  not  decide  to  gto 
an   advantage  to  American  goods  the 
President     will,     by     decree    already 
authorised  by   Congress,    impose  pro- 
hibitory duties  on  their  consignments 
to  the  markets  of  the  United  Stales? 
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if*.  J.  W.  LOWTHER:  Arrange- 
jtBts  of  the  nature  referred  to  have 
ma  concluded  between  the  Govern - 
mt  of  the  United  States  and  the 
p%ernments  of  Brazil,  Santo  Domingo, 
tatemala,  and  Spain  for  Cuba  and 
■to  Rico.  In  Brazil  and  Santo 
imingo  British  goods  will  conse- 
ently  be  at  some  disadvantage  as 
Xipared  with  imports  from  the 
wed  States.  An  announcement  of 
»  character  referred  to  in  the  third 
ragraph  of  the  hon.  Member's  ques- 
|tt  has  already  been  made  by  the 
pvernment  of  the  United  States. 

roST  OFFICE  AT  VENTRY  AND 

FENIT. 

Bib  THOMAS  ESMONDE  (Dublin 
►.,  S.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Post- 
kster  General  whether  the  Post 
Bee  has  opened  a  telegraph 
t&ion  at  Ventry,  County  Kerry, 
fehout  any  guarantee  being  given  ; 
3,  if  so,  whether  the  Post  Office  will 
*  the  same  at  Fenit,  and  without 
^ther  delay,  to  help  the  fishing  on 
&t  portion  of  the  coast,  which  opens 
15th  March? 

Sir  JAMES  FERGUSSON  :  A  tele- 
fcph  office  was  opened  at  Ventry  with- 
fc  any  guarantee,  because  it  was  esti- 
fcted  that  the  revenue  would  cover 
B  expenses;  but  one  could  not  be 
iablished  at  Fenit  without  guarantee, 
aing  that  the  revenue  would  not 
ver  the  expenses.  Some  of  those 
lo  are  interested  in  the  locality  have 
idertaken  to  give  the  guarantee,  and 
iien  the  necessary  agreement  has 
en  executed  instructions  will  be 
*en  for  a  telegraph  office  to  be 
fcablished  as  soon  as  possible. 

IE  IRISH    LAND  PURCHASE    ACT- 
EVICTED  TENANTS. 

Mb.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  (Tyrone,  S.) :  I 
tg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
3rd  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether 
ty  evicted  tenants  have  taken 
[vantage  of  Section  13  of  the  Land 
itchase  Act  of  last  Session ;  and  if 
y  such  tenants  have  done  so,  how 
iny,  and  to  what  estates  do  the 
plications  refer  ? 

Mb.  JACKSON:  The  Land  Com- 
ssioners  report  that,  under  the 
ith    of  their   general  rules  of  the 


15th  August,  a  period  of  two  months 
is  allowed,  during  which  the  agree- 
ments executed  before  the  5th  Feb- 
ruary under  the  13th  section  of  the 
Act  referred  to  may  be  lodged  with 
the  Commission.  Up  to  the  present 
eleven  such  applications  have  been 
lodged  relating  to  nine  estates.  These 
are  the  cases  of  which  the  Commis- 
sioners have  official  knowledge ;  but 
they  point  out  that  it  is  a  matter  of 
general  notoriety  that  a  number  of 
such  agreements  were  entered  into, 
though  they  have  not  come  officially 
before  them. 

Mr.  DILLON :  May  I  ask  if  any 
landlords  in  Ireland  gave  their  tenants 
opportunity  to  avail  themselves  of  this 
section  on  reasonable  terms  ? 

Mr.  T.  C.  HARRINGTON  (Dublin, 
Harbour) :  May  I  ask  if  any  land- 
lords in  the  County  Court  refused  the 
request  of  the  tenants  that  they  should 
be  allowed  to  purchase  ? 

Mr.  JACKSON  :  I  must  have  notice 
of  these  questions. 

Mr.  SEXTON  (Belfast,  W.) :  Did 
the  eleven  applications  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  referred  to  represent 
eleven  tenants  ? 

Mr.  JACKSON  :  I  believe  that  is 
so. 

OBSTRUCTIONS  IN  THE  RIVER  BANN. 

Mr.  M'CARTAN  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  his  attention  has 
been  called  to  a  resolution,  unani- 
mously adopted  by  the  Ballymoney 
Board  of  Guardians  on  the  15th 
instant,  to  the  effect  that  the  obstruc- 
tions for  navigation  and  drainage 
purposes  placed  in  the  River  Bann, 
after  an  experience  of  40  years,  have 
proved  to  be  useless,  and  requesting  the 
Government  to  remove  the  obstacles; 
and  whether  he  will  consider  the 
desirability  of  having  them  removed 
with  as  little  delay  as  possible  ? 

Mr.  JACKSON  :  Assuming  that  the 
"obstructions"  referred  to  are  the 
weirs  and  navigation  locks,  the  Govern- 
ment have  no  power  tc  remove  them ; 
they  formed  part  of  a  scheme  carried 
out  under  the  authority  of  Parliament, 
and  can  only  be  removed  by  the  same 
authority. 
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•Sir  IAMBS  FERGU8S0N 
Cable  Companies  pay  £5  ft 
a  year  for  the  telegraph  wires 
which  they  transmit  their  mess* 
this  country.  For  messages  ham 
at  Postal  Telegraph  Offices  to  b 
warded  by  cable,  or  for  me 
arriving  by  cable  and  transmit! 
our  wires,  the  Department  charg 
ordinary  inland  rate  of  id.  a  wo 
have  not  ascertained  the  total  tr 
of  words  received  by  cable  ii 
country  from,  and  despatched  l 
countries  named,  and  I  have  no 
of  doing  so. 


INSPECTION   OF    KITCHEN    BOILERS. 

Mb.  CEAIG  (Newcastle-upon-Tyne): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Home  Department  whether  his 
attention  has  been  called  to  the  explo- 
sion of  a  kitchen  boiler  at  Newcastle, 
attended  with  loss  of  li.e,  and  to  the 
evidence  at  the  inquest,  as  well  as  the 
Coroner's  remarks  as  to  the  necessity 
of  such  boilers  being  inspected  ;  and 
whether  he  will  consider  the  desira- 
bility of  passing  an  Act  to  deal  with 
the  matter? 

Mr.  MATTHEWS :  Yes,  Sir  ;  I  have 
received  a  Report  from  the  Coroner  and 
the  depositions  taken  at  the  inquest. 
The  accident  appears  to  have  been  due 
to  the  freezing  of  the  taps — of  which 
the  occupier  of  the  house  was  made 
aware— and  to  the  defective  construc- 
tion of  the  boiler.  1  do  not  think  that 
official  inspection  of  kitchen  boilers  in 

Erivate  houses  is  a  matter  on  which 
>gi slation  is  desirable. 
Mr.  CRAIG  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  right 
lion.  Gentleman  to  inquire  whether  in 
the  United  States  there  are  not  Inspec- 
tors whose  duty  it  is  to  inspect  boilers 
in  private  houses  ? 


Mb.  STANLEY  LEIGHTON  (Shrop- 
shire, Oswestry) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  if  he  can  inform  the  House  when 
the  Bill  relating  to  the  Exemption  of 
Elementary  Schools  from  Rating,  men- 
tioned in  Her  Majesty's  Gracious 
Speech,  will  be  introduced? 

Mr.  RITCHIE :  We  must  make 
further  progress  with  the  Bills  now 
before  the  House  before  I  can  say  any- 
thing respecting  the  Bill  referred  to. 

CABLE  COMPANIES. 
Mr.  HENNIKER  HEATON 
(Canterbury) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Post- 
master General  whether  any  and  what 
charges  are  levied  from  the  Cable 
Companies  respectively  in  respect  of 
telegrams  sent  through  their  lines  to 
and  from  this  country ;  and  whether 
he  has  ascertained  the  total  number  of 
words  received  by  cable  in  this  country 
from  and  despatched  to  Africa,  the 
West  Indies,  North  and  South  America, 
India  and  the  East,  and  Australasia 
respectively,  in  each  year  ? 


SOUTH  WALES  COLLIERY 
STATISTICS. 

Mr.  DAVID  THOMAS  (W 
Tydvil):  J  beg  to  ask  the  S« 
of  State  for  the  Home  Departmer 
can  give  the  production  of  cct 
number  of  persons  employed  I 
guishing  between  surface  and 
ground),  and  the  number  of  .In 
through  accident  at  collieries 
South  Wales  district  during  IK 
the  number  of  fatal  accident 
deaths  resulting  therefrom  in  eat 
of  underground  employ  men  t ;  a 
ing  that  much  of  the  interest  an 
of  the  Mines  Inspectors'  Report! 
the  summaries  of  the  statistical 
of  them  is  lost  by  the  delay  ii 
publication,  whether  he  wil 
steps  to  expedite  their  present* 
Parliament? 

Mr.  MATTHEWS :  There  hi 
no  delay  in  the  publication  ol 
statistics.  The  summaries  for 
districts  are  now  in  the  printer's 
and  will  be  laid  before  Parliamt 
few  days'  time,  when  the  hon.  1 
will  obtain  all  the  information 
sires.  I  may  remind  the  hon.  1 
that  the  mine  owners  are  not  r 
by  the  Statute  to  send  the  Return 
Inspectors  before  21st  Januai 
therefore  the  tabulation  of  rigur 
3,400  collieries,  as  well  as  from  : 
fcrous  mines,  has  this  yeai 
prepared  by  the  Inspectors  wit 
mendable  despatch. 

ROYAL  IRISH  CONBTABUL. 
PENSIONS. 
Mr.  HARRISON  (Tipperarj 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Chancellor  of  l 


3ft          Overcrowding           {26  Februaky,  1892}  on  Railways.          l&K) 

Bquer    whether    he  is    aware   that,  registered  society  shall  pay  money  on 

tiler  the  10  and  11  Vie.  c.  100,  s.  3,  the  decease  of  a  member  without  a 

My  member  of  the  Royal  Irish  Con-  registrar's  certificate  of  death,  which 

iralary  who  retired  from  that  force  must  be  supplied  at  a  maximum  cost 

vween   1866  and   1st  August,   1874  of  Is. ;  and  whether  he  will  take  steps  to 

ght  do  so  on  full  pay ;    that  those  amend  the  law  relating  to  registered 

M  joined  the  force  before  1847  might  trade  societies  in  accordance  with  the 

are  on  full  pay  after  20  years'  service ;  Friendly  Societies  Act  ? 

a  that  those  who  joined  it  after  that  Mr    G0SCHEN  :  I  am  desired  by 

te  might  retire  on  full  pay  after  30  myrighthon.  Friend  to  answer  this  ques- 

■w    service;   whether  he  is  aware  tion    it  is  correct  that  by  Section  14  (2) 

•t  the  late  Sir  Stafford  Northcote,  as  of  the  manSi    s^i^  Act(  1875v  I 

^f?™1  ? K  ^uE??eqW?i  m   -  U'  registered  friendly  society  is  prohibited 

fi 1877,  stated  that  it  was  the  opinion  {r  *m       ^       ^     Qn  ^  ^  rf 

the  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown  that  memb£r  or   other    person   without    a 

is  was  the  correct  interpretation  of  registrar's  certificate  of  death  ;  and  it  is 

3  Statute;  and  whether,  nevertheless  *oyiA<A  that  such  certificate  may  be 

6  a  head  per  annum  was  deducted  Obtained  for  Is.     Neither  of  these  pro- 

»m  the  pensions  granted  to  aU  those  vision8  exUt8  in  the  Act  relatingJ  to 

»;  and,  if  so  whether  the  Govep-  trade  union8     Th     are  not  compelled 

sit  will  now  take  into  consideration  to     t  certificates  of  death  ;  but,  ifthey 

B  propriety  of  revising  the  pensions  do6     t    them>     th        must             ^ 

euch  cases,  and  giving  the  men  the  regi8trar  oi  death8  ht8  usual  charge.     I 

£  ^c^S^xt  y  muem  ?  *•           .a  wil1  take  int0  consideration  the  sugges- 

^.GOSCHEN:  The  section  quoted  tion    to  amend    the    lftw    relatin|8  to 

the  hon.  Member  permits  the  award  registered  trade  societies  in  accordance 

pensions  not  exceeding,  as  a  man-  with  the  Friendly  Societies  Act. 
am,    the    rates    mentioned    in    the 

testion.    The  statement  of  Sir  Stafford  OVERCROWDING  ON  RAILWAYS. 

Drthcote  in  the  Debate  of  1877  as  to  M     j    WILS0N  (Lanark, '  Govan) : 

e  opinion  given  by  the  Law  Officers  _  ,       ,        .  . ,     „     >,     ,     , '      _     ' , 

Its  as  follows : *  "e8  to  ask  tne  "resident  of  the  Board 

-AHhoogh  the  Government  might  pay  the  of    Trade   Aether   the  officials  of   a 

gher  rate,  the  men  were  not  legally  entitled  railway  company  who   fail  to   supply 

•  higher  rate  of  pension  than  had  been  sufficient   third   class    accommodation 

rarded,  and  there  was  no  legal  reason  for  are  at  libert    to  fill  the  first  and  second 

nog  toem  more  now.  ,                    *  ,          . ,       ., ,     ,  f  .   -,      . 

^                                     .  class   compartnientt   with   third  class 

am  assured  that  the  pensions  actually  passengers  ;  and,  if  not,  whether  the 

varded  to  the  constables  in  question  Board  of  Trade  are  prepared  to  take 

ere  not  £15  a  year  below  the  maximum  measures  to  deal  with  what  on  certain 

lowed  by  the  Statute.     The  Govern-  imes  j8  a  crying  evil  ? 
ent  in  1877,  after  a  very  full  inquiry, 

sre  satisfied  that  the  equity  of  the  *SiR  MICHAEL  HICES  BEACH : 

Mi's  case  was  fully  met  by  the  decision  I  think  that  what  the  hon.   Member 

en  arrived  at.  complains  of  is  not  that    passengers 

holding  third  class  tickets  are  allowed 

BADE  SOCIETIES  AND  THE  COST  OP  to    tra^el  jn    c&rri&gGS     of     a    higher 

CERTIFICATES.  class,   but   that  passengers  are  incon- 

Mb.  PEN  WICK   (Northumberland,  venienced  by  the  railway  officials  allow- 

ansbeck) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  ing  their  carriages  to  be  overcrowded. 

State  for  the    Home   Department  Such  passengers  may  have  a  remedy  by 

lether  he  is  aware  that  members  of  civil  action,  but  on  that  I  cannot  give 

gistered  trade  societies  are  charged  an  opinion.     I  quite  admit  the  evil  of 

.    6d.  for  every  certificate,   and   an  overcrowding,  but  it    is  an  evil  very 

optional  Is.  for  "searching  the  register  difficult      to      prevent.      An     official 

r  the  same  for  one  year's  record ;  may  stop  people  from  getting  into  a 

lether  he  is  aware  also  that  Section  tramcar  or  omnibus — it  is  quite  another 

,  Sab-section  2,  of   "  The  Friendly  thing  to  keep  a  crowd  out  of  a  train, 

►cieties  Act,  1875,"  enacts   that  no  and  though  I  should  readily  consider 
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any  suggestions  on  the  subject,  I  am 
not  at  present  prepared  to  propose 
legislation  on  it. 

THE  FORESTRY  COMMITTEE  AND  THE 
BOARD  OF  AGRICULTURE. 

Mb.  HARRISON  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
whether  he  is  aware  that  the  late  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury,  in  answer  to  a 
question  on  the  26th  March,  1888, 
stated  that,  though  the  Government 
had  come  to  no  decision  as  to  the 
Report  of  the  Select  Committee  on 
Forestry  made  in  the  previous  year, 
yet  the  question  would  have  to  be  dealt 
with  by  the  Agricultural  Department ; 
and  whether  any  steps  have  been,  are 
being,  or  will  be,  taken  to  carry  out 
the  very  strong  recommendations  em- 
bodied in  that  Report  in  favour  of  the 
appointment  of  a  Forestry  Board,  the 
establishment  of  schools  of  forestry, 
and  the  planting  of  trees  over  large 
areas  of  the  United  Kingdom,  and 
especially  in  the  West  of  Ireland  ? 

The  PRESIDENT  of  the  BOARD 
of  AGRICULTURE  (Mr.  Chaplin, 
Lincolnshire,  Sleaford) :  The  powers  of 
the  Board  of  Agriculture  in  regard  to 
forestry  do  not  extend  to  Ireland,  but  I 
am  informed  that  the  question  of 
forestry  in  that  country  is  t>eing  dealt 
with  by  the  Congested  Districts  Board, 
who  are  making  an  experiment  on  a 
considerable  scale  in  Connemara.  I 
am  aware  of  the  statement  that  was 
made  by  the  First  Lord  of  the  Trea- 
sury in  March,  1888 ;  and  when  the 
Board  of  Agriculture  was  constituted, 
the  recommendation  of  the  Select  Com- 
mittee in  favour  of  the  appointment  of 
a  Board  of  Forestry  was  earned  out  to 
this  extent,  that  certain  powers  with 
regard  to  forestry  were  conferred  upon 
the  Board.  Within  those  powers,  we 
have  done,  I  think,  everything  that  we 
can.  We  have  no  power  to  establish 
schools ;  we  can  only  aid  existing 
institutions ;  and  on  two  different 
occasions  we  have  made  grants  towards 
the  cost  of  lectures  in  the  University  of 
Edinburgh  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Royal  Scottish  Arboricultural  Society, 
and  there  is  now  before  me  a  scheme 
for  the  delivery  of  lectures  to  a  class  of 
practical  foresters  in  the  Royal  Botani- 
cal Gardens  in  that  city.     The  Board 

Sir  'Michael  Hicka  Beach 
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have  also  made  a  grant  in  aid  of  a  net 
chair  in  the  Durham  College  of  Science, 
which  is  to  include  the  teaching  of 
forestry,  and  I  hope  to  give  favoonhk 
consideration  to  some  other  prapooh 
which  have  been  made  to  me  in 
providing  increased  facilities  for  sack 
teaching  elsewhere.  I  am  in  entire 
sympathy  with  the  desire  to  promote  i 
sounder  knowledge  of  forestry,  and  I 
shall  be  glad  to  take  every  available 
opportunity  of  effecting  this  purpwt 

THE  LATE  SENATOR  JAMES  G.  R0K 

Mr.  HOZIER  (Lanarkshire,  S.):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  cf 
State  for  the  Colonies  whether  he  on 
give  any  information  with  regard  to  the 
administration  of  the  estate  of  the  lite 
Senator  James  G.  Ross,  who  died  it 
Quebec  in  October,  1888,  leaving 
property  valued  at  some  seven  or  eight 
million  dollars,  and  bequeathing  by  m 
will  half  of  that  property  to  his  brother, 
Mr.  Frank  Ross,  and  the  other  half  to 
Protestant  charities  at  Quebec  and  to 
Protestant  charities  and  relations  it 
Carluke,  Lanarkshire,  where  he  wn 
born  ? 

Mr.  CURZON  (for  Baron  H 
de  Wokms)  :  The  subjeot  does  not 
come  under  the  cognizance  of  the 
Colonial  Office,  so  that  I  am  unable 
to  afford  my  hon.  Friend  the  informa- 
tion he  desires.  I  would  suggest  that 
he  should  put  himself  in  communication 
with  the  authorities  of  the  Province  ot 
Quebec. 

POSTAGE  OF  POLLING  CARDS. 

Mr.  CREMER  (Shoreditch,  Hagger- 
ston) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Postmaster 
General  whether,  for  the  purpose! 
of  Parliamentary  and  municipal  elec- 
tions, polling  cards  bearing  the 
registered  numbers  either  in  writing 
or  in  print  may  be  allowed  to  pa* 
through  the  post  as  an  ordinary  post- 
card ? 

♦Thk  POSTMASTER  GENERAL 
(Sir  James  Fekgusson,  Manchester, 
N.E.):  Under  a  new  definition  ol 
circular  about  to  be  adopted,  polling 
cards  will  be  allowed  to  pass  ft! 
the  book  rate,  provided  the  con- 
tents are  wholly  printed;  and  ft 
deputation  of  agents  which  called  upon 
me  recently  stated  there  would  be  no 
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■fealty  in  printing  the  voter's 
|pit>er  on  the  register  with  the  rest 
p  the  card.  It  is  undesirable  to  per- 
pt  varying  particulars  in  writing  in  a 


l  CEEMEE :  It  is  impossible  for 
JB,  Sir,  to  catch  the  nature  of  the 
ght  hon.  Gentleman's  reply.  I 
Mould  like  a  direct  answer  to  the 
■ttstion  as  to  whether  polling  cards 
ED  be  allowed  to  pass  through  the 
tort  if  the  numbers  are  written  in- 
ead  of  being  printed  ? 
*$ib JAMES FERGUSSON  :  No, Sir; 
is  not  thought  fit  to  make  separate 
Lies  for  polling  cards,  but  I  am  in- 
■rmed  by  a  number  of  agents  that 
ley  can   quite   conveniently   manage 

>  ha ve  these  varying  numbers  printed, 
ft  that  case,  they  would  be  allowed  to 
tss  at  the  ordinary  rate. 

Mr.  CREMER :  Will  clerks  under- 
Ike  to  fill  in  the  numbers  in 
ace  of  the  written  ones,  which  can- 
dates   or   their  agents  are  prepared 

►  supply? 

►Sib  JAMES  FERGUSSON :  I  can- 
yt  answer  for  the  clerks ;  but  I  am 
formed  there  is  no  practical  difficulty 
.  having  the  numbers  printed. 
Mb.  CREMER :  I  am  sorry  to  inter- 
re  again,  but  this  is  a  very  important 
lestion,  especially  at  this  particular 
incture.  Do  I  understand  the  right 
Mi.  Gentleman  to  say  that  the  clerks 
•  the  Post  Office  were  prepared  to 
tsert  printed  numbers  in  lieu  of  the 
ritten  ones — (cries  of  "  No,  no  !  ") — 
ad  will  he  say  whether  polling  cards 
iust  have  the  numbers  printed  ? 
►Sir  JAMES  FERGUSSON  :  I  have 
sen  told  by  the  agents  that  there 
ould  be  no  difficulty  in  having  the 
umbers  printed.  I  have  altered  the 
dating  rules  in  order  to  remove  the 
ifficulties  that  exist  in  the  way  of 
aiding  out  these  cards  for  one  half- 
jnny. 

Mb.  MORTON  (Peterborough) :  May 
te  number  be  printed  on  either  side 

the  card? 
>Sib  JAMES  FERGUSSON  :  Yes. 

IE  GOVERNOR    OF    NEW  ZEALAND. 

Mb.  HENNIKER  HEATON  (Can- 

rbury) :    I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 

State  for  the  Colonies  a  question  of 

lich  I  have  given  him  private  notice, 

reference  to  a  telegram  published  in 


the  Times ,  whether  any  communication 
has  been  received  by  Her  Majesty's 
Government  from  the  Government  of 
New  Zealand,  relative  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  successor  to  Lord  Onslow  ; 
and  if  so,  what  reply  has  been  given  ? 
♦Baron  H.  de  WORMS:  I  have 
not  received  from  the  hon.  Member  any 
private  notice,  and  I  would  suggest 
that  in  future  any  such  notice  should 
be  sent  direct  to  me  as  represent- 
ing the  Colonial  Department  in 
this  House.  In  answer  to  this 
question,  I  have  to  say  that  no  cable 
message  has  been  received  by  the 
Secretary  of  State  from  New  Zealand, 
and  it  follows  that  no  reply  has  been 
sent.  In  the  telegram  which  appeared 
in  this  morning's  papers  the  Secretary 
of  State  has  seen,  with  some  surprise, 
that  he  has  been  charged  with  a  breach 
of  faith  in  not  having  submitted  the 
name  of  Lord  Onslow's  successor  before 
a  final  appointment  was  made.  There 
is  not  the  slightest  ground  for  such  a 
charge  of  breach  of  faith,  if  it  has  been 
really  made,  as  the  Secretary  of  State 
has  invariably  acted  upon  the  decision 
of  Her  Majesty's  Government  conveyed 
in  the  Circular  Despatch  of  8th  July, 
1889,  published  in  (C  5,828).  A  tele- 
gram was  sent  to  the  Governor  of  New 
Zealand  directly  the  Secretary  of  State 
received  Her  Majesty's  approval  of  the 
appointment  of  the  Earl  of  Glasgow, 
and  any  prior  report  which  appeared 
in  the  papers  was  made  without 
authority. 

Mr.  HENNIKER  HEAT9N  :  As  a 
matter  of  personal  explanation  I  beg 
to  say  that  I  had  a  personal  interview 
with  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  before  3  o'clock,  and  he  under- 
took to  see  the  Under  Secretary. 

PROCEEDINGS  AT  BANTRY  QUARTER 

SESSIONS. 

Mr.  FLYNN  (Cork,  N.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland 
if  his  attention  has  been  called  to  the 
proceedings  at  Bantry  Quarter  Sessions 
early  in  February,  at  which  a  tenant 
named  John  Keohane  brought  an  action 
against  Edward  Godfrey,  P.L.G., 
estate  bailiff  to  Lord  Kenmare,  for 
illegal  seizures  and  distraint  of  cattle ; 
is  he  aware  that  it  was  proved  at  these 
proceedings  that  Lord  Kenmare  used 
to  charge  12s.  for  every  distress  warrant 
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against  lu»  tenants  whether  executed  ,.  P0L1T1CAL  *  PRIBONERS    IN   POKI- 

or  not,  and  appropriated  these  illegal  LAND  PRI80N. 

charges  to  his  own ^use  ;  and  in  view  of  Mk    PATRICK   O'BRIEN  (Mom- 

the  fact  that  Lord  Kenmare  is  a  Justice  h       N) .  j  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 

of  the  Peace,  as  wel  as  his  agent  Mr.  of   gfcate'  for  the    Home    Depaim^ 

Maurice  Leonard,  will  the  Lord  Chan-  www  h«  Wa  a**n  ;«  m*  rJ^h  n,',K 


innuAisiJ  uur.  A1ADDB.N.  i^uDim  supplied  bv  a  correspondent  who 
University)  :  I  am  informed  that  in  accompanied  the  hon.  Member  for 
the  case  referred  to,  the  question  of  Waterford  Citv.  who  recently  visited 
the  illegality  of  the  charges  m  respect  the  Irigh  ^^  prisoners  therein 
of  the  distress  wan-ants  w^as  not  decided  COnfined  ;  and  whether  he  is  a*aie 
or  gone  into  by  the  Judge  who  tried  that  the  pl.isoner8  (as  described  in  this 
the  case  The  question,  therefore,  newspaper)  were,  during  a  severe  snow- 
contained  in  the  third  paragraph  does  gtonn>  harnessed  to  a*  wagon.ioad  of 
not  arise.  stones  on  the  roadside,  and  that  the 
CONSTABLE  COURTNEY.  men  had  a  regular  harness  attached  to 

Mk.  FLYNN  (Cork,  N.) :    1  beg  to  them  ;  and,  if  so,  whether  he  will  dis- 

ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  if  continue  the  practice  ? 

he  has  received  from  the  Cork  County  Mr.  MATTHEWS :  Yes,  Sir,  I  hsve 

Grand  Jury  a  Resolution  asking  of  the  seen  this  newspaper  report.    In  seven! 

Government,  in  the  case  of  the  £1,000  respects  it  is  inaccurate.     The  storm 

compensation    granted     to    Constable  which  had  prevailed  on  the  previous 

Courtney   (owing  to  injuries  received  day  and  in  the  morning  of  the  day  in 

at  the  hands  of  men  of  the  Limerick  question,     had     subsided,     and    the 

Militia),  "  as  a  matter  of  justice  to  the  prisoners  were  employed   in   drawing 

ratepayers    of    the   county    to  defray  materials   from    some    quarter   unto 

half   the    sum    out    of    the    Imperial  repair  in  hand  carts,  eight  or  ten  men 

funds  "  ;  and  whether  he  proposes  to  to  each  cart.     The  equipment  was  the 

take  any  action  in  the  matter  ?  same  as  is  used  by  sailors  and  soldien 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for  when  drawing  field  artillery.    I  see  no 

WAR  (Mr.  E.  Stanhope,  Lincolnshire,  reason  why  this  kind  of  work  shooH 

Horncastle) :   I    did    receive,   through  be  discontinued, 

the    Irish  Government,  the  resolution  _„  rAfT4nB„ 

of  the  Cork   County  Grand  Jury.     It  ™.  O ALLAC IHER 

appears  that  the  compensation  to  the  M»-  FLAVIN  (Cork) :  I  beg  to  ask 


Treasury   on   the  subject.      I  do   not    servitude  for  life  in   Chatham  prison, 
think   that  the  proposal   of  the  Cork    has  f?r  »10rc  than.a  year  bean  refused 


Grand  Jury  is  unreasonable.  permission  to  write  to  his  friends  in 

America  ? 

CIVIL  SERVANTS'  RETIREMENT.  Mr.    MATTHEWS :   This   prisoner 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Longford,  N.) :  wrote  to  his  friends   in   America  in 

I   beg  to   ask   the   Chancellor  of  the  November  last,  but  he  has  received  no 

Exchequer  when  he  will  give  the  pro-  reply  to  this  letter  or  to  his  previous 

mised   Return  of    the  Civil    servants  communications, 
exempted  from  the  retirement  at  65 

rule,   and   what   causes  the  delay  in  ENNI8KILLEN  GAOL  ANB   THK 

giving  the  information  ?  PRISONS'  BOARD. 

Mr.  GOSCHEN  :  In  the  application  Mr.  JORDAN  (Clare,  W.) :  I  beg  to 

of  a  General  Order  to  so  large  a  body  ask  the  Chief    Secretary  to  the  Lord 

of  men  as  the  Civil  Service,  some  cases  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  the  Prisons' 

must  arise  which  require  consideration  Board  claim  the  area  in  front  of  the 

and  discussion,  but  I  hope  to  be  in  a  gaol  in  Enniskillen,  extending  from  the 

position  to  present  the  Return  in  ques-  gaol  wall  to  the  channel  adjoining  the 

tion  before  long.  country  road  leading  south  to  Castle* 

Mr.  Flynn 
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HX>le  ;  and,  if  so,  is  it  the  duty  of  the  by  the  hon.  Member  for  North  Kerry, 

Board  to  keep  it  in  proper  repair  and  on  the  4th  August  last,  some  repre- 

dean  it :  will  they  either  do  so  or  hand  sentations  had  been  then  received,  but 

t  over  to  the  Local  Authority,  the  Town  no  definite  scheme  had  been  brought 

Uommissioners,  to  put  it  into  and  keep  under  the  notice  of  the  Government. 
It  in  proper  condition  ;    and  is  this  gaol 

aow  used  as  a  prison,  or  is  it  intended         THE  MARQUESS  OF  DONEGALL. 
ftiat  the  Authorities  will  discontinue  its        Db.    TANNER:    I  beg  to  ask  the 

ose  as  such,  and  permit  it  to  fall  into  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 

farther  dilapidation ;  if  not,  will  they  °f  Ireland  if  he  will  state  the  salary 

Instruct   an  engineer  to    inspect    and  which  is  paid  to  the  Marquess  of  Donegall 

report  on  the  condition  and  appearance  as  Clerk  °*  tne  Peace  for  the  County  of 

Of  the  outside  front   wall,  doors,  &c,  Antrim  ;  whether  he  is  aware  that  the 

with  a  view  to  due  repairs  ?  Marquess  of  Donegall  has  not  been  in  the 

Mb.  JACKSON  :     I    must    ask  the  County  of  Antrim  for  upwards  of  20 

hon.  Member  to  defer  this  question  for  years  ;  and  whether  it  is  in  accordance 

a  short  time  pending  inquiries.  with  practice  to  have  as  Clerk  of  the 

Peace  of  an  Irish  county  a  gentleman 

THE    LAND   COMMISSIONERS  IN    EN-  who  never  v*8**8  tne  county,  and  who 
NISKILLEN    AND     INCREASE    OF  cannot  be  seen  by  any  person  who  has 
RENT8.  cause  of  complaint  to  make  to  him  ? 
Mb.    JORDAN:  I  beg  to   ask    the  Mr.  JACKSON  :  The  county  officer 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  referred  to  was  not  appointed  by  nor 
pf  Ireland  if  he  is  aware  that  rents  in  is  he  underthe  control  of  the  Govern- 
ttany  cases  and  generally  were  increased  ment.      I  would,  however,   point  out 
by  the  Land  Commissioners  in  Ennis-  that,  under  the   County  Officers   and 
kUlen,  county  Fermanagh,  last  week  ;  Courts  Act  of  1877,  all  future  appoint- 
ed if  he  will  state  the  number  of  cases  ments  will  be  to  the  combined  office  of 
in  which  rents  were  thus  increased,  and  Clerk   of  the   Crown   and   Peace,  the 
khe  number  in  which  they  were  reduced,  duties  of  which  must  be  discharged  in 
mi  those  sittings ;  and  the  number  of  person. 

appeals  by  the >  landlord  and  tenant  re-  BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

Bpectively,  both  in  the  cases  of  increased 

Bad  reduced  rents?  education  and  local  taxation  relief 

Mr.  JACKSON  :  I  have  telegraphed  (Scotland)  bill. 

for  the    information,   but    it    has  not         Mr.    CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN 

come  to  hand.     I,  therefore,  must  ask  (Stirling,    <fec.)  :     I     should    like,    Sir, 

the  hon.  Member  to  give  notice  of  the  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 

question  whether  he  can  now  say  what  course 

the  Government  are  going  to  take  with 

U8TOWEL  AND  TARBERT  LIGHT  regard   to   the    Equivalent    Grant    to 

RAILWAY.  Scotland   Bill,  which  was  under  con- 

Dr.  TANNER  (Cork  Co.,  Mid)  :  I  sideration  last  night,  and  if  a  decision 
heg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  has  been  come  to  upon  the  point  of 
lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he  has  difficulty  which  led  to  the  Debate 
received  any  representations  from  Lis-  being  interrupted  ?  Further,  I  should 
towel  and  Tarbert  about  the  proposed  like  to  ask  how  the  Government  pro- 
construction  of  a  light  railway  between  pose  to  deal  with  that  question  of  the 
those  towns  in  North  Kerry,  and  money  which  has  accrued  during  the 
whether  he  will  inquire  into  the  pro-  present  year,  because  we  were  assured 
posals  with  the  object  of  recommending  again  and  again  last  night  by  the  Lord 
the  Treasury  to  make  an  advance  of  Advocate  that  that  money  was  to  be 
money  under  the  Light  Railways  Act  dealt  with  by  the  Bill,  and  yet  there  is 
towards  the  construction  of  this  line  of  in  the  Supplementary  Estimates  a  Vote 
railway?  in    respect    to    that     money.      It    is 

Mb.   JACKSON  :    I   have    not    re-  obvious  it  cannot  be  dealt  with  in  both 

ceived    any    representations    on     the  ways,    and    I    should    like    to    know 

subject  mentioned.     As   stated,   how-  what  course  the  Government  mean  to 

ever,  in  reply  to  a  similar  question  put  take. 

VOL.  I.  [new  series.]  3  H 
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Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  The  money 
will,  of  course,  require  to  be  voted, 
whether  it  is,  or  is  not,  in  the  Bill.  I 
think,  in  view  of  the  very  wide  diver- 
gence of  opinion  expressed  by  many 
Scotch  Members  on  both  sides  last 
night  with  regard  to  that  Bill,  and  the 
prospect  of  discussion  then  opened  out, 
and  the  verv  limited  time  that  remains 
before  31st  March,  it  may  possibly  be 
advisable  to  deal  with  the  £120,000  by 
estimate  and  not  by  Bill.  With  regard 
to  the  Bill  itself,  my  right  hon.  Friend 
the  Lord  Advocate  will  to-day  put 
down  the  proper  notice  for  introducing 
the  Bill  in  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House.  The  subject  has  been  con- 
sidered bv  the  authorities  of  the  House, 
and  thev  have  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  that  is  the  proper  course  to  take. 
I  ought  to  say  that  some  misconcep- 
tion appears  to  have  arisen,  though 
not  from  anything  that  has  dropped  from 
me  as  to  those  responsible  for 
the  error  in  point  of  technical  order. 
The  authorities  of  the  House  are  in  no 
sense  to  blame  in  the  matter,  for  the 
Bill  was  not  submitted  to  them  until  a 
comparatively  late  hour  last  night.  The 
House  is,  perhaps,  aware  that  in  cases 
where  there  is  doubt  as  to  whether  a 
Bill  should  be  introduced  in  Committee 
or  the  Whole  House,  or  in  a  more  ordi- 
nary way,  it  is  usual  to  appeal  to  the 
Public  Bill  Office  for  a  decision  on  the 
point.  That,  unfortunately,  was  not 
done  in  the  present  case,  and  it 
was  in  that  way  that  the  mistake 
arose.  The  House  will  see  that  the 
matter  is  not  free  from  difficulty  when 
I  mention  that,  though  the  Scotch 
Bill  deals  with  the  equivalent  grant 
for  Scotland,  and  the  Irish  Bill  with  the 
equivalent  grant  for  Ireland,  it  is 
necessarv  to  introduce  the  Scotch  Bill 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  but 
not  necessary  that  the  Irish  Bill 
should  be  so  introduced. 

SriTLEMENTARY    ESTIMATES. 

Sir  WILLIAM  HAKCOURT:  I  wish 

to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 

when  thepromised  Papers  on  Mombassa 

will  be  presented.     I   do  not  complain 

of  their  non-presentation,  but  I  want  to 
ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  under  the 
circumstances,  to  postpone  until  Thurs- 
day the  Vote  for  the  preliminary  survey 


for  the  railway  from  the  coast.  I 
should  also  like*  to  hear  what  the  busi- 
ness on  Monday  will  be. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  Of  conrae, 
there  is  a  certain  inconvenience  in  no; 
taking  the  Supplementary  Estimates  in 
the  order  in  which  they  appear.  I 
understand  there  are  Votesin  which  the 
Irish  Members  take  a  deep  interec, 
and  I  understand  they  would  be  dad 
to  have  them  discussed  at  the  earfieet 
moment.  If  that  is  so,  it  might  be  to 
the  general  convenience  of  the  House 
to  take  the  discussion  on  the  Irish  Votes 
on  Monday,  reserving  the  discussion  on 
West  African  affairs  until  Thursday. 

Mr.  J.  B.  ELLIS:  Will  the  Supple- 
mentary Estimates  be  the  first  Order  of 
the  Day  ? 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  That  is  the 
intention  of  the  Government,  and  I 
understand  it  to  be  the  desire  of  ibe 
House  to  take  the  Irish  Votes  first.  In 
that  case  I  will  put  them  down  first, 
and  on  Thursday  we  will  begin  when 
the  Committee  left  off  last  night — with 
the  Foreign  Office  Vote,  Class  IV. 

Mr.  LABOUCHERE  (Northanp- 
ton) :  I  wish  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury  whether,  in  view  of  tk 
lamentable  waste  of  time  caused  by  the 
ignorance  of  Gentlemen  on  the  Treasury 
Bench,  he  will  take  steps  in  rata*  to 
prevent  such  a  waste  of  time,  and  wB 
consult  the  authorities  of  the  How 
before  bringing  in  a  Bill  ? 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR  :  I  apprehwi 
that  what  occurred  last  evening  wooU 
be  a  warning,  if  warning  were  required, to 
the  various  Departments ;  and  as  to  the 
suggestion  of  waste  of  time,  I  hopethtf  I 
will  not  be  so,  but  that  the  discaaooi  I 
which  occurred  will  be  sufficient  to 
satisfy  the  desires  of  hon.  Gentkntf 
opposite. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  I  undentftnl 
that  no  Supply  will  be  taken  to-nigb? 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  Certainly; I 
shall  take  no  Supply  until  the  opinioi 
of  the  House  has  been  taken  on  the  SI 
relating  to  education  in  Ireland. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  If  we  once  J* 
into  Supply  we  shall  get  away  from  tW 
measure,  because  the  National  Educa- 
tion Bill  stands  as  No.  3  on  the  Pip* 
while  Supplv  is  No.  1. 

Mr.  A.  J.'BALFOUR:  Supplyisprt 
down  as  the  ordinary  Order  on  a  FrwAJ 
evening,    in    reference  to  which   hot 
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mbers  may  have  the  right  to  move  to    allow   one   to  remain   among    our 

tendments,  but  there  is  no  operative  number    who,    with     such    a    charge 

jply   before    the    House,    and    the  hanging  over    him,   refuses  to  submit 

tional  Education  Bill  stands  as  the  himself  to  the  tribunals  of  this  country, 

rd  Order  of  the  Day.  to  have  his  name  cleared,  if  so  be  he  is 

£b.    BBYCE  :    As  I  see   the  Vice  innocent. 

«dent  of  the  Council  in  his  place  I  M    .     mftd    and  Quegtion       ^, 

mid  like  to  ask  him  when  he  expects  ^              r    r        > 

.    so-called    Draft    Charter    of    the  V  That  Mr.  Mward  Samuel  Wesley  De  Co- 

,           tt    •         •*.      j.      i                   i    i  bain,  a  Member  ot  this  House,  having  been 

wkam   University   to   be   presented  charged  with  having   committed,  and  with 

I  distributed  ?  having  incited  the  commission  of  gross  and 

Jee  W.  HABT  DYKE  :  I  regret  the  criminal  acts  of    indecency,   and   warrants 

ay  which  has  occurred  very  much.  *£^ J°*  his  f^6^™??'  £*£  •  tht  0?d 

xjxu      u^i.             u  u        v  Edward  Samuel  Wesley  De  Cobain  having 

xpected  the  charter  would  have  been  fftiled  to  obey  an  0rder  Jot  this  Hou8ef  thafc  h% 

oolated  before  now,  but  I  will  make  should  attend  in  his  place  upon  Tuesday  the 

airy  into  the  matter.  23rd  day  of  this  instant  February,  and  having 

fled  from  justice,  be  expelled  this  House." — 

MOTIONS  (Mr'  Am  Jm  Balfotir'^ 

*  (6.38.)  Mr.  SEXTON  (Belfast,W.) : 

I  only  rise   because  I  think  the  Reso- 

MR.  DE  COBAIN.  lution  ought  to  be  expressed  in  decent 

6.35.)    Mr.  A.  J.   BALFOUR  :  In  English,  and  that  the  several  offences 

ng  to  move  the  Motion  upon  the  Paper,  constituting  the  charge  against  Mr.  De 

0  not  think  it  will  be  necessary,  and  I  Cobain  should  not   be   presented  in  a 
certain  it  would  not  be  agreeable  to  topsy-turvy    manner,    but    should    be 

self  or  the   House,  that   I    should  presented  to  the  House  in  the  order 

ell  upon  the  Motion  which  stands  in  in  which  they  occur.     I  would  suggest 

name.     The  question  is  familiar  to  that     the     Resolution     should     read 

i  House,  having  been  before  it  during  thus : — 

i  present   Session  and  part    of    last  « That  Mr.  Edward  Samuel  Wesley  De  Co- 

®ion,  and  all  I  need   say  is  that  I  bain,  a  Member  of  this  House,  having  been 

1  endeavour  to  follow  the  precedent  charged  with  having    committed,  and  with 

ich  Parliament  has  set  on  unhappy  ^^  \ncit^  to*h?  5ommis«ion  of  gross  and 

.             "  Al^!      .  .    ,          j   T        riTs  criminal    acts    of    indecency,  and    warrants 

asions   of   this    kind,  and  to  avoid  having  been  issued  for  his  apprehension ;  and 

tn  the  appearance  of  injustice  to  the  the  said  Edward  Samuel  Wesley  De  Cobain 

atleman  referred   to   in  the  Resolu-  having  fled  from  justice,  and  failed  to  obey 

a.     By  this    Resolution  the    House  the  Order  of  this  House,  that  he  s^hould  attend 

*    B                          x..    .         n        .  in  his    place   upon  Tuesday,  the  23rd    day 

J8  not,  of  course,  constitute  a  Court  of   this   in8tant     February,    he  be  expelled 

Law.     We  are    not    a   tribunal   to  from  this  House." 

ade  whether  the  charge  against  Mr  The  Motion  ag  it  stands  on  the  p 

Cobain  is  well  or  ■11-founded,  and  .          .^       chronological    nor   inte^. 

are  ill-suited  to  undertake  an  inves-  ^     ftnd    ft9   j    thmk    .     shoM  ^ 

ition  of  that  kind.     The  only  ground  ^hronological    grammatical,  and  intel- 

which  we  pass  this  Resolution  is  u^bl     ^  t08m0ve  aMfldin^< 

,t  we  have  been  made  aware  that  a  *M     spe^ker  .  ^  is     ^j  in 

rrant  is  out  against  Mr.  De  Cobain,  ^     nature   of    ftn  Amendmei£   &ad 

I  that    knowing  that  warrant  was  Jbl     ^    Houge                     t  ^ 

,  against  him,  he  has  remained  in  a  $ot-J .    ^   amended  form. 
3ign  country,  outside  the  jurisdiction 

ihe  law.     He  has  been  ordered  to  Motion,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

end  in  his  place  in  this  House,  and 

X  Order  has  been  served  upon  him,  ORDER  OF  THE  DAY. 

\    he    has    refused     to    obey     it.  

>  commit    ourselves  to  no  proposi-  v_nmnrrrTFF 
n     in    any     wav     prejudicing    his  SUPPLY-COMMITTEE, 
e,  but  I  think  it  will  be  felt  by  this  Order  for  Committee  read, 
use,  as  it  has  been  felt  by  a  previous  Motion   made,    and    Question    pro- 
use  of  Commons  under  similar  pain-  posed,  "  That    Mr.   Speaker   do   now 
circumstances,  that  we  ought  not  leave  the  Chair." 

3  H  2 
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PUBLIC  MEETINGS  IN  SCHOOLROOMS. 

RESOLUTION. 

:(6.40)  Mr.  HERBERT  GARDNER 
(Essex,    Saffron  Walden)  :     The    pro- 
position contained  in  the  Resolution  I 
have    to     move   is  not  novel   in    this 
House,    and     therefore     I     shall    not 
have  to  intrude  upon  the  attention  of 
the  House  at  any  great  length.     Since 
the   Parliament  of   1886   I    have   en- 
deavoured  to    impress    this    question 
upon  the  attention  of  the  House  and 
of  the  country,  and,  with  the  exception 
of  one  instance,  the  Resolution  has  been 
opposed    on    every    occasion    by    the 
Government  andhon.  Members  opposite. 
The  reasons  in  favour  of  this  Motion 
are   principally  three  :  first,  the  scar- 
city    in     rural     districts     of     places 
for        holding        public        meetings, 
and     consequently    the     necessity    of 
using    the    schools   for   the  purpose ; 
secondly,  that  the  State  has  a  right  to 
claim  the  use  of  schoolrooms  for  public 
occasions ;    and,  thirdly,   because    the 
use   of    these  rooms  has   often    been 
granted  or  withheld  upon  inconvenient 
or   unfair  principles.     If  I   can  prove 
this,  perhaps  I  shall  have  gone  far  to 
convince  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  that 
the  Resolution  is  as  necessarv  as  it  is 
moderate.     Before  the  Franchise  Bill 
of    1885   the    constituents  of    County 
Members  were,  generallyspeaking,  well- 
to-do  men,  who  could  drive  into  the 
countv  town  to  hear  the  Countv  Mem- 
ber  ;  but  under  the  new  electorate  there 
is   a  majority  of  poor  men,   who   are 
labourers    or    artizans.      During    the 
elections  of    1885    and   1886,  and   at 
m an v  by-elections,   manv  hon.   Mem- 
bers  have  been  put  to  inconvenience  in 
addressing  their  constituents,  and  some 
of  us  have  been  obliged    to    address 
them  in  the  open  air  which,  in  these  days 
of  influenza,  is  inconvenient,  and  even 
dangerous.     In  my  constituency,  which 
includes    80    villages,   there   are   only 
five  places  which  I  can  hire  to  speak  in. 
Precedents  show  that   the   State   has 
taken   upon    itself  the  right   of   using 
these  schools  for  public  purposes  when 
it  pleases.     It  is  not  disputed  that  the 
use  of  these  schoolrooms  is  often  re- 
fused on  unfair  principles.     But  what 
is  worse  is,  that  they  are  often  granted 
to   one  side  of  Political  Parties,  and 
denied  to  the  other.     If  that  should  be 


contradicted,   I  can   quote    the  Vice 
President  of  the  Council  who,  in  1887, 
in  a  reply  given  to  myself,  said  he  hid 
discovered  that  hon.  Members  opposite 
were  under   special   disadvantages  at 
regarded  meetings  in   rural    districts. 
With  regard  to  the  Amendments  which 
have  been  put  upon  the  Paper,  I  think 
that  standing  in  the  name  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Shropshire  will  be  found  to 
be  out  of  order,  and  that  the  Amend- 
ment of  the  Member  for  Wigan  is  un- 
necessary.    There  is  an   Amendment 
of   the  hon.  Member  for  Oxford  pro- 
viding that  the  use  of  these  rooms  shall 
not  be  allowed  "  at  the  time  of  in 
election    for  a   seat    on    the    County 
Council,   or  in    the   Imperial    Parlia- 
ment. "  I  do  not  see  how  you  can  cany 
out  that  Amendment,  which  makes  no 
provision  for  the  Member  of  Parlia- 
ment to  visit  his  constituents,  and  I 
believe  that  proposal  is  practically  im- 
possible.   Hon.  Members  have  to  voto 
on  the  point  whether  a  political  Party 
wishes  to  gain  an    advantage  over  its 
opponents,  and  whether  they  will  run  too 
risk  of  it  being  said  that  the  arguments 
of  the  other  side  are  so  powerful  tint 
they  wish  them  not  to  be  heard  bv  tfco 
electors.     I  do  not  believe  that  tnat* 
the  desire  of  hon.  or  right  hon.  Gentle- 
men on  the  other  side  of  the  Home; 
and  holding  this  opinion  I  submit  wSk 
confidence    and  hope  my    Resolution 
to     the     chivalrous     instincts    and 
sense  of  justice  which  I  believe  to  bo 
the  common  property  of  every  section 
of  the  House. 

(7.2.)  Mr.  A.  H.  DYKE  ACLAND 
(York,  W.B.,  Rotherham) :  It  appears t» 
me,  Sir,  that  the  managers  of  vonmUrj 
schools  are  taking  this  question  into 
serious  account,  and  there  are  differed 
interpretations  being  put  on  the  wij 
schools  are  to  be  used.  There  are  thorn 
who  think  these  schools,  recerrinj 
enormous  sums  of  money  from  th» 
State,  are  private  property.  The  Sekoi 
Guardian  says  that  the  National 
Schools  belong  to  the  Church,  and  the 
fact  that  the  State  contributed  to  their 
erection  does  not  affect  the  question  of 
ownership  and  control .  But  the  educa- 
tion given  in  these  schools  is  largejj 
provided  for  out  of  Imperial  Votes,  w 
say  that  the  distinction  you  are  alwaj* 
trying  to  make  between  taxes  and  rata* 
is  unreal.    The   public  are  providing 
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75  to  80  per  cent,  of  the  incomes  period.     We  can  lay  down  no  rule  in 

&  these  schools,  and  it  is  reasonable  this  case  unless  we  admit  the  broad 

ih&t  this  large  sum  providing  for  the  principle  that  reasonable  meetings  for 

fopport  of  voluntary    schools   should  public  and  political  purposes  shall  be 

Mlrry  some  reasonable  principle  of  local  allowed  in  these  schools.  The  questions 

xmtrol.    The  same  paper  goes  on  to  of  temperance  and  labour  are  involved 

ny —  in  the  politics  of  the  day,  and  are  we 

«T«7    *u-  i    -4.       „i^   u«  „ab*  «*  o„v,™i  to  say  that  unless  a  member  or  candi- 
" We  think  it    would    be    wise    of    school  «j  ,        ... 

ttttnagers  to  refuse  the  use  of  their  schools  date  is  present  the  villagers  are  not  to 

lor  political  meetings  altogether."  have  reasonably-conducted  opportuni- 

-_    .         , ..  x-     n     .  i.    v  ties  for  authorities  to  address  them  on 

Oat  would  mean  practically  the  boy-  thege         tions  ?    These  village  schools 

Mtug  of  all  political  meetings      The  are     ^         used     for    e^f       ^_ 

gee  President  of  the  Council  told  us  culturftl  J^  ^  hel    the  {ftrmer  and 

bat  year  that  he ^ofter [attended  political  aUotment  holder  to  get  the  knowledge 

meetings,  and  had  had  to  bolt  from  how  better  tQ  uge  ^  brain  power  ^d 

*em'  labour  in  the  cultivation  of  the  land. 

Sir  W.  HART  DYKE  :    Read  the  Are  we  not  ^i^  to  diow  men  to  come 

words.     In  large  towns.     In  Erith  in  to  the  labourer  and  teach  him  how  best 

1865.  to    use   his    capital — his    labour?      I 

Mb.  A.  H.  DYKE  ACLAND  :   "  I  think  we  should  in  these  places  have 

tan  assure  hon.  Members  I  have  often  reasonable  freedom  for  the  discussion 

bad  to  bolt  from  the  meeting."     The  of  social  and  political  matters  which 

rtion  was  raised  by  my  hon.  Friend  directly  concern   the  people   in    their 

Member  for  Rugby,  who  proposed  relations  to  local  and  Imperial  affairs, 

village  schools  should  be  used  for  We  shall  be  asked,  Is  this  to  apply  to 

>lic    purposes,   when  the  right  hon.  Board  Schools?  Most  certainly.  Every- 

itleman  gave  as  one  of  the  reasons  body  who  knows  anything  of  the  North 

refusing  his  support  that  at  these  knows  how  valuable  are  the  working 

meetings  some  of  the  audience  men's  co-operative  societies  in  teaching 

tehaved  themselves.     If  the  advice  thrift,  the   value  of  money,  and   the 

bpers  like  the  School  Guardian  is  power  of  association.     Why  should  a 

[owed  we  shall  have  no  meetings  at  man  be  refused  the  use  of  the  village 

Ml,  because  there  is  no  other  place  for  Board  School  when  he  comes  down  to 

either    Party  to  meet  in.     Then   we  teach  the  villagers  how  to    make   a 

borne  to  the  stage  of  the  clergyman,  shilling  go  as  far  as  possible  by  means 

BRho    refuses   his   school    because    he  of   a  co-operative  society?     In    some 

belongs  to  the  other  side.     I  have  here  cases  at  the  last  School  Board  Elec- 

*  letter,  dated  the  27th  October  last,  tion     the     members     were     returned 

Sfcpm  Sir  Walter  Phillimore,  in  which  pledged  to  lend  the  school  for    such 

ie  says  the    clergyman  of    a  certain  purposes,   and  'now  the  meetings  are 

parish  said —  held.     In  the  next  village  the  clergy- 

«« I  and  my  friends  are  determined  to  do  all  man  thinks  co-operation  is  bad,    and 

*&  our  power  to  prevent  Gladstone  playing  refuses*  the   use   of    his    school  to  the 

hacks  and  drakes  with  Ireland.    You  cannot  preSent  day.     That  shows  that  School 

e  Boards  can  be  dealt  with,  and  can  be 

Chen  we  have  a  much  more  modern  dealt  with  by  the  villagers  themselves 

Stage.     A  letter    from    the  Buckrose  in  their  own  interests   at   least  once 

Division  says —  in  three  years,  and  that    these   other 

••I  am  always  willing  to  allow  the  use  of  schools,   which    have    quite    as    large 

*Ur  schools  to  candidates  of  either  Party  for  sums  of  Imperial  money  at  their  dis- 

Bsmb  purpose  of  addressing  the  electors,  but  ^^i    cannot    be    dealt    with    by    the 

beyond  &is  I  donot  feel  disposed  to  go."  ^Hage^.       The    point     about    school 

tf  that  position   were   maintained    in  managers  is  that  many  clergymen  lend 

bases  where  the  candidate  could  not  go  their  schools  willingly  and  heartily  for 

ko  the  village  more  than  once  in  four  every  good  purpose  ;  they  welcome  the 

*r  five  years,  it  would  limit  the  occa-  man    who  speaks   about    labour    and 

Moos  on  which  politics  could  be  dis-  about  co-operation,  and  for  good  enter- 

Sussed  to  one  single  occasion   in  that  tainments,  whenever  conducted  by  Non- 
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conformists  or  others,  which  will  make 
the  lives  of  the  people  better.  But  the 
)K)int  is  that  in  the  matter  of  private 
schools  you  have  no  security  for  per- 
manence. One  clergyman  may  so  lend 
the  school ;  but  the  clergyman  who 
follows  may  take  exactly  the  opposite 
view.  This  point  should  be  carefully 
considered.  The  schools  of  this  country 
last  year  received  £3,000,000  from 
the  State,  and  now  receive  more  than 
£5,000,000.  How,  when  many  of 
these  schools  are  not  contributing  20 
per  cent,  of  the  whole  income  of  the 
schools,  can  you  say  that  the  people 
have  no  right  to  demand  that  their  own 
public  interests  shall  be  considered? 
The  Bishop  of  London  said  : — 

"  Ever}*  arrangement  which  treats  the 
school  as  the  people's  cwn,  and  encourages 
the  people  to  take  a  share  in  the  management, 
will  do  at  least  as  much  service* as  the  wisest 
advice  and  most  skilful  administration." 

Many  of  these  schools  have  had  money 
grants,  and  could  not  have  carried  on 
their  work  without  them,  and  it  is  im- 
possible to  use  the  word  "  private  "  in 
the  sense  in  which  it  is  ordinarily  used. 
1  hope  my  hon.  Friend's  Motion  will  be 
taken  in  a  wide  sense  ;  but  we  do  not 
expect  the  Government  to  concede  the 
schools  for  all  the  questions  to  which 
we  have  alluded.  Politics  are  of  a 
social  character  nowadays,  and  you 
must  permit, by  reasonable  arrangement, 
discussion  by  the  villagers  of  these 
social  questions.  There  are  the  ques- 
tions of  friendly  societies  and  old-age 
j>ensions,  and  we  should  encourage  the 
villagers  to  meet  Members  of  Parlia- 
ment and  discuss  these  questions. 
There  should  be  hardly  a  night  when 
the  schools  should  not  be  lighted  up, 
and  something  interesting  going  on, 
instead  of  being  dark  and  shut  up, 
because  people  are  afraid  of  these 
alarming  subjects  which  are  placed 
before  the  town  working-men  every  day 
of  their  lives.  Let  us  do  all  we  can 
in  Parliament  —  resjwnsible  for  these 
grants — to  help  forward  the  villagers 
in  every  way  that  lies  in  our  power. 
Let  us  give  the  grants  on  condition 
that  when  the  schools  are  not  being 
used  for  night-classes  they  shall  be 
used  for  every  kind  of  meeting,  political 
or  social,  which  the  inhabitants  desire 
to  be  held  in  them.  These  are 
the  very  subjects  on   which  we  want 

Mr.  A.  H.  Duke  Acland 


more  light    and   discussion.     Is 
not  insecurity  enough   already  ii 
lives  of   many  of  our  labourers,  i: 
tenure  of    their    cottages    and 
things      to      inculcate      a      feai 
speaking    out.      Can     you     not 
them     the     security    of     hearing 
only  both    sides,    but  all    sides, 
out  treating  them    like    children 
ever}r  political  and  social  question. 
can  do  much  to  lighten  the  han 
of  the  labourer  if  we  do  all  we  a 
brighten,  instruct,  and  improve  it. 
do  not  do  enough  in  that  directio 
the  use  to  which  we   pat  our  I 
schools  at  present.      Let  the  Go 
ment   give   the  concession  on  a  1 
basis,  and  the  more  generous  the 
cession  the  more  reasonable  will  fa 
use  to  which  the  schools  are  put 
the  greater  the   opportunity  for 
education  of  the  citizens,  which  o 
tunity  we  are  bound  to  do  our  bes 
to  denv  to  the  inhabitants  of  our  : 
districts. 

Amendment  proposed, 

To  leave  out  from  the  word  "  That "  t 
end  of  the  Question,  in  order  to  add  the 
"  taking  into  consideration  the  scaici 
buildings  suitable  for  holding  public  ma 
in  rural  districts,  and  the  desirability  thi 
electors  of  the  Country  should  be  emb 
hear  both  sides  of  questions  affecting  Im 
and  local  interests,  this  House  is  of  of 
that  the  schoolrooms  in  schools  in  ieee 
Parliamentary  grants  on  such  ptreagiwi* 
not  interfere  with  the  educational  purpo 
the  schools,  and  under  the  condition  of 
ment  of  all  reasonable  expenses  by  tin 
veners  of  the  meeting,  should  b*  at  Ifafl 
posal  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  dutb 
which  the  school  is  situated  for  the  pi 
of  holding  public  meetings,'*— (Mr.  m 
Gardner,) 

— instead  thereof. 

Question  proposed,  '*  That  the  * 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  pal 

the  Question." 

*(7.20.)  Mr.  STANLEY  LEI' 
TON  (Shropshire,  Oswestry) : 
hon.  Member  for  Saffron*  Wi 
introduced  his  Resolution  as  i 
were  a  Radical  Candidates'  B 
Bill.  It  seems  that  these  gentle 
are  not  able  to  find  places  in  whic! 
address  their  constituents,  and  ao 
hon.  Member  suggests  that  som 
else  should  provide  them.  I  hv 
certain  sympathy  with  the  hon.  Ge 
man,  for  I  have  often  had  to  spei 
the   open  air  and  on  the  hillside 
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tor  places  which  are  extremely  incon- 
mient,  and  I  should  not  object 
lat  candidates  should  have  nice 
shools  scattered  all  over  their  con- 
ituency,  swept  and  garnished,  in 
hich  they  and  congenial  spirits  might 
liher  together.  Let  us  put  the  ques- 
on  on  the  right  lines.  It  is  for  the 
Mivenience  of  ourselves  that  we  desire 
lis  appropriation,  this  invasion,  so  to 
3eak,  of  the  property  of  other 
Bople.  The  hon.  Member  for  Saffron 
(Talden  begins  by  declaring  the  scarcity 
t  convenient  rooms  in  rural  districts, 
nd  ends  by  claiming  the  schoolrooms 
Ferywhere,  in  towns  as  well  as 
Gantry.  He  declares  it  would  be 
.  great  advantage  to  have  political 
aeetings  in  these  rooms,  and  then,  far 
rom  confining  his  Resolution  to  that, 
te  ends  by  saying  that  every  school 
ball  be  at  the  disposal  of  every  two 
inhabitants  of  every  district  for  the 
Holding  of  all  kinds  of  public  meetings. 
What  kind  of  public  meetings  ?  It  is 
rather  difficult  to  define  a  public 
neeting  ;  his  resolution  would  include 
Socialist,  Anarchist,  and  Fenian  meet- 
Dgs,  as  well  as  bogus  meetings  of  every 
ascription.  And  I  suppose  the  hon. 
fember  for  Botherham  would  not  be 
uite  happy  if  it  excluded  pipes  and 
le  from  the  schoolroom. 

Mb.  A.  H.  DYKE  ACLAND: 
inoking  concerts. 

*Mb.  STANLEY  LEIGHTON :  I 
bould  be  sorry  for  the  schoolmaster 

the  desire  of  the  hon.  Member  was 
ferried  out,  and  there  was  a  public 
leeting  every  night.  How  he  is  to 
fcrry  on  his  school  work  under  such  cir- 
umstances  I  cannot  conceive.  Of  the 
shools  which  the  hon.  Member  desires 
a  take,  9,600  have  been  built  by 
rivate  individuals  by  private  subscrip- 
ions,  without  one  farthing  of  public 
loney,  and  £4,000,000  have  been 
Pent  on  them  by  private  individuals. 
tow,  hon.  Members  desire  to  get  hold 
t  these  buildings,  on  the  ground  that  a 
public  grant  is  made  for  education ;  but 

would  point  out  that  the  grant  does 
tot  apply  to  the  construction  of  the 
ohools  at  all.  I  have  great  sympathy 
fithhon.  Members;  but  surely  their 
urpose  is  not  educational.  We  can 
ever  allow  that  these  schools  are  public 
roperty.  The  hon.  Member  ignored 
Itogether  the  managers  of  the  schools. 


It  is  rather  a  strong  measure  for  two  in- 
habitants to  override  the  freely  elected 
representatives  of  the  people — the 
School  Board — to  enter  the  school  and 
put  aside  the  wishes  and  regulations 
of  the  Board.  I  wish  to  make  a  sug- 
gestion, which  I  hope  will  be  acceptable 
both  to  the  Government  and  to  hon. 
Members  opposite.  We  are  promised 
that  a  Bill  shall  be  brought  forward  to 
exempt  schools  from  rates,  and  I  think 
we  might  add  a  clause  to  that  Bill, 
under  a  proper  definition,  which  will 
give,  under  reasonable  conditions 
framed  by  the  Department,  the  use  of 
these  rooms  for  political  meetings. 

-(7.30.)  Mr.  HENEAGE  (Great 
Grimsby)  :  I  wish  to  support  the  Reso- 
lution of  my  hon.  Friend  in  its  most 
generous  sense.  I  have  always  been  a 
strong  advocate  for  opening  the  schools 
for  political  and  social  purposes  which 
will  elevate  the  mind  of  the  villagers  in 
any  way.  I  do  not  understand  in 
moving  this  Resolution  that  we  are  try- 
ing to  obtain  the  schools  for  ourselves, 
as  candidates  or  Members  of  Parlia- 
ment. But  we  are  doing  it  for  the  pur- 
pose of  giving  the  parishioners  in  their 
own  school  district  an  opportunity  of  dis- 
cussing the  different  sides  of  ail  ques- 
tions. I  also  controvert  the  statement 
that  these  schools  are  entirely  private 
schools.  If  these  schools  had  not  been 
built  either  by  the  landlords  or  private 
subscriptions,  they  would  have  had  to 
been  built  out  of  the  rates.  Amongst 
those  who  so  subscribed  are  many  Non- 
conformists as  well  as  many  of  those  of 
the  Church  of  England.  Now  that 
such  large  contributions  are  made  out 
of  the  Imperial  funds  it  is  only  fair  that 
the  schools  should  be  used  as  .ar  a* 
possible  for  the  benefit  of  the  parish- 
ioners. In  putting  my  verbal  amend- 
ment to  the  Resolution  it  was  with  a 
view  of  giving  them  power  which  they 
do  not  possess  under  the  Resolution  as 
it  stands.  There  will  always  be  found 
— whatever  the  subject  of  the  discussion 
may  be — people  ready  to  take  the 
responsibility  of  calling  and  conducting 
the  meeting,  and  this  would  give  them 
power  to  hold  meetings,  and  see  that 
the  parishioners  are  not  kept  out  by 
people  brought  from  other  districts, 
which  is  often  done.  Those  who  ask 
for  the  room  would  have  control  of  the 
meeting,  and  it   would  be  in  the  first 
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instance  for  the  benefit  of  those  whose  poses  we  ran  the  risk  of  unfitting 
children  attend  the  schools.  I  do  not  them  for  the  purpose  for  which 
wish  to  restrict  the  use  of  the  rooms  to  they  were  originally  designed.  They 
political  and  County  Council  meetings ;  are  to  be  used  for  political  nieet- 
I  desire  that  they  should  be  open  for  ings,  and  these  meetings  sometimes 
the  discussion  of  every  subject,  social  degenerate  into  a  certain  amount  of 
or  political,  Imperial  or  local,  and  rowdyism — I  do  not  say  more  at  the 
as  far  as  possible  for  entertainments  meetings  of  one  side  than  the  other— 
which  may  elevate  the  minds  of  the  there  is  a  good  deal  of  disturbance, 
parishioners.  I  hope  the  Government  and  the  furniture  gets  rather  knocked 
will  accept  this  Resolution  in  the  about.  That  is  not  a  convenient  con- 
generous sense  in  which  it  is  put  on  dition  for  school  buildings  to  be  reduced 
the  Paper,  then  it  will  be  dealt  with  by  to.  One  hon.  Member  suggested  that 
legislation,  and  we  shall  be  able  to  dis-  smoking  concerts  should  be  permitted, 
cuss  the  details  in  the  Bill.  I  cannot  The  effects  of  smoking  overnight  do  not 
see  what  there  is  in  the  Amendment  of  always  disappear  with  the  night,  and 
the  hon.  Member  for  Shropshire,  those  effects,  I  suppose,  would  be  an 
unless  it  is  that  he  desires  to  put  uncomfortable  adjunct  to  education, 
in  this  Preamble  to  the  effect  that  on  These  buildings  are,  under  present 
behalf  of  the  clergy  he  grudges  giving  circumstances,  often  used  for  evening 
the  schools  in  these  cases,  but  that,  technical  education  lectures.  Suppose 
knowing  that  both  sides  are  in  favour  the  parishioners  claimed  the  schoolroom 
of  the  Bill,  he  is  willing  to  yield,  for  a  public  meeting,  what  is  to  pre- 
1  also  regret  the  Amendment  of  the  vent,  unless  the  Bill  is  very  carefully 
hon.  Member  for  the  Oxford  University,  drafted,  the  lectures  being  disturbed 
That  comes  very  badly  from  the  Repre-  by  the  political  meeting,  which  the 
sentative  of  the  rural  clergy,  who  has  parishioners  have  *a  right  to  demand? 
a  quiet  seat,  and  has  never  to  go  Hon.  Members  will  see  that  this  is  I 
through  the  drudgery  of  Election  question  which  cannot  be  disposed  d 
speeches.  If  he  really  speaks  the  mind  by  an  after-dinner  discussion,  but » 
of  the  rural  clergy,  I  am  very  sorry  one  which  really  needs  careful  atte* 
for  it,  but  I  do  not  believe  it.  If  it  is  tion,  which  I  am  sure  the  right  baa. 
not,  I  think  it  very  unfortunate  that  Gentleman  will  give  to  it.  The  hca 
it  should  come  from  one  who  is  here  Gentleman  who  moves  this  Resolutioi 
as  special  spokesman  of  them.     I  hope  says — 

the  House  will  not  accept  any  Amend-       u  ~   ,      ..     _  ,...        -  .  *  v  a 

i.    u   j.    j.u   j.    j.1.  -ii     J        ±  Ai  "Lnder  the  condition  of  payment  of  m 

ment,  but    that   they    will   accept  the  reasonable  expenses  by  the  conreneri  of  * 

Resolution  in   a  generous   sense,  and  meeting." 

not  accept  any  limitations,  but  leave  TT      x,     ,         ~     j.i  Ai_       i_**i»* 

all  details  to  be  settled  in  a  Bill.  Has  the  hon'  Gentleman  thought  the* 

:(7.40.)  Mr.  J.  G.  TALBOT  (Oxford  words  out?     They  are  very  incefW 

University)  :  I  do  not  claim  to  repre-  how  is  he  going  to  carry   them  otf* 

sent    the    rural    clergy    or    the   rural  The  conveners  of  the  meeting  will  h 

lawyers    any    more    than    the    urban  the  inhabitants  of  the  village,  but  hoi 

clergy  or   urban  lawyers.     I   wish   to  m  th  m     to  the  expeMei! 

explain     whv,    and    to    what   extent,  m,  J  e  u         I  •  /si  »k I 

I   think   it   'necessary    to    oppose  the  T1?e   managers  have  to    maintain t*  I 

Resolution  of  the  hon :  Gentleman  oppo-  «*ooIain   a  fit  state   every    day  »■ 

site.     I  should    like    to    remark  that  wcure  the  grant.     Suppose  the  room*  | 

these   school  buildings  are    primarily  upset  by  a  rowdy  meeting  and  t^  | 

places  for  education  ;  and  secondly,  and  *he  cl?airs and  *"*■  a™  JT^JJI 

by  accident,  they  become  places  of  public  ">  «°?W  *°  ",ake  ^&  SF2A- 

meeting.    I  do  not  desire  to  offer  a  ncrn  ^ho  is  going  to  ensure  that  the J«»| 


jmsumus,  but  there  is  a  danger  in  the    j8  in  a  W*  state  *"  ""*  m^2 
natural  desire  to  meet  what  is  the  very    for   *ts   P^r     ,.Th^,?£: 


chiefly 
devote  these  buildings  to  other  pur-        Mr.  HENEAGK  :  Not  all  night. 

Mr.  Hcneaijc 
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Mb.  J.  G.  TALBOT :  The  speaker's 
oquence  might  be  exhaustive  and 
hers  might  want  to  answer  it,  and 
lere  might  be  a  regular  Parliamentary 
ebate.  If  that  is  to  be  the  case  I  do 
)t  know  where  we  shall  be  led.  We 
ust  put  a  limit  to  their  use,  and  I 
tough t  they  might  be  used  for  Parlia- 
mentary and  County  Council  election 
irposes  only,  and  then  my  right 
an.  Friend  might  rescue  them 
i    his    wisdom    from     the    dangers 

have    endeavoured    to    point    out. 

am  sorry  that  the  occasion  has 
risen  for  this  Motion  at  all.  Such 
latters  should  be  arranged  by  co- 
Deration  one  with  another.  I  suppose 
here  may  be  unreasonable  clergymen, 
bough  I  have  not  often  come  across 
hem ;  yet  if  there  are  unreason- 
hie  people,  I  suppose  the  House 
lust  do  something  to  meet  the 
ifficulty.  I  do  not  think  there  was 
ay  large  demand  made  for  this ; 
it  if  we  are  going  to  deal  with  it,  I 
ype  it  will  be  carefully  done.  As  it 
ust  be  done  by  Bill,  I  suppose  we 
tall  soon  have  an  opportunity  of  dis- 
issing  it.  We  know  the  Government 
tve  a  very  large  programme  before 
tern,  though  how  much  of  it  they 
m  fulfil  I  do  not  know.  I  have 
^eat  confidence  in  them,  but  I  do  not 
tink  adding  another  Bill  to  that  pro- 
lamine will  help  them  through.  As 
e  are  going  to  have  one  Education 
ill  for  exempting  school  buildings  from 
ttes,  that  affords  a  good  opportunity 
>r  adding  a  clause  on  this  subject,  and 
the  two  were  dealt  with  together  it 
light  conduce  to  a  saving  of  public 
me. 

*(7.50.)  The  yiCE  PRESIDENT 
|f  the  COUNCIL  (Sir  W.  Hart  Dyke, 
£*nt,  J)artford) :  I  hope  I  have  not 
intervened  too  soon  ;  but  I  am  anxious, 
•©fore  hon.  Members  separate,  to  put 
tty  views  and  the  views  of  the  Govern- 
ment before  the  House  with  regard  to 
«*is  Resolution.  The  speeches  of  both 
*te  Mover  and  Seconder  were  perfect 
Models  of  what  a  speech  should  be  on 
^  Besolution  of  this  kind.  There  was 
**>  evidence  of  an  intention  on  their 
*art  to  stir  up  Party  strife.  I  must  be 
flowed,  in  the  first  instance  ,to  say  one 
Vord  on  the  part  of  the  Department 
vhich  I  have  the  honour  to  represent. 
5o  f ar  as  my  own  opinion  goes,  I  have 


always  expressed  a  great  regret  that 
there  should  be  any  necessity  for  hold- 
ing political  meetings  in  our  schools. 
I  am  not  alone  in  holding  that  view ;  it 
is  held,  I  know,  by  many  hon.  Members 
opposite.  Still  more  do  I  entertain  this 
regret  in  view  of  the  changes  we  have 
made  in  regard  to  our  elementary 
schools.  I  trust  I  am  not  over-sanguine 
in  hoping  that  the  changes  we  have 
made  and  the  better  position  in  which 
we  have  placed  rural  schools  will  in- 
duce managers — especially  in  respect 
of  the  newer  branches  of  education  in 
which  amusement  is  mingled  with  in- 
struction— to  adopt  the  system  of  even- 
ing classes,  which  is  one  of  the  most 
prominent  features  of  these  changes. 
In  1887  the  matter  was  brought  before 
the  House,  and  the  hon.  Member  for 
Leicester  said  that  just  in  proportion 
as  these  buildings  were  well  adapted 
for  school  purposes,  and  furnished  for 
that  end,  just  to  that  extent  they  were 
ill-adapted  for  public  meetings.  But 
we  have  this  evening  to  meet  the  case 
which  is  put  before  us,  and  my  duty 
on  behalf  of  the  Government  is  to  say 
that  I  am  prepared  to  concede  this 
point.  We  have  a  great  difficulty  in 
regard  as  to  how  and  where  public 
meetings  are  to  be  held  in  rural  dis- 
tricts. I  myself  have  had  some  length- 
ened experience  of  public  meetings. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Rotherham  has 
referred  to  a  more  unfortunate  phase  of 
my  experience.  What  I  had  in  my 
mind  when  I  spoke  happened  a  long 
time  ago,  and  hon.  Members  may  con- 
gratulate themselves  that  we  have  now 
a  more  peaceful  state  of  things.  Not 
many  years  ago  I  had  the  painful  ex- 
perience of  being  invited  to  attend  the 
meeting  of  a  political  opponent  in  his 
own  hop  kiln.  Hon.  Members  will  ap- 
preciate the  dangerous  position  I  occu- 
pied when  I  felt  all  the  while  that  my 
opponent  might  at  any  time  light  the 
fire,  and  while  drying  his  hops  might 
dry  up  his  opponent.  It  is  perfectly 
obvious  from  the  speech  of  all  hon. 
Members  that  we  have  a  great  diffi- 
culty in  regard  to  these  meetings,  and 
we  are  all  agreed  that  we  should  wish 
all  to  share  alike  in  regard  to  these 
schoolrooms — either  that  they  should 
not  be  used  at  all  or  else  be  at  the 
disposal  of  either  Party.  Cases  have 
been  shown  where  schools  have  been 
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lent  to  one  Party  and  denied  to  the 
other.  Then  we  come  to  the  proposal 
of  the  lion.  Member.  Although  I  know 
that  during  last  Session  I  refused  to 
import  an  Amendment  with  reference 
to  this  matter  into  the  Education  Bill 
then  passed,  I  think  I  can  with  some 
justice — it  is  scarcely  worth  while  to  go 
into  the  reasons — press  the  view  that 
it  would  have  been  hazardous  for  me, 
considering  that  the  Bill  I  was  dealing 
with  was  bristling  with  contentious 
matters,  to  attempt  to  graft  such  a 
proposal  on  the  Bill.  Yet  I  wish  to 
assure  hon.  Members  that  I  was  during 
that  discussion  impressed  with  the  fact 
that  this  was  not  a  difficult v  which  was 
felt  on  one  side  of  the  House  only. 
I  found  several  Members  on  this  side, 
both  during  the  discussion  and  after- 
wards, pressing  seriously  upon  me  the 
fact  that  a  great  difficulty — especially 
in  the  Eastern  Counties — was  met  in 
regard  to  public  meetings  in  schools. 
Since  that  time  I  have  gone  into  the 
matter,  and  have  come  to  the  conclusion 
that,  owing  to  the  extraordinary  growth 
in  the  speech-making  power  of  the 
country,  this  was  a  difficulty  that  must 
be  met.  I  calculated  that  for  everv 
speed i  made  in  1865  there  were  now  a 
hundred.  Putting  all  these  facts 
together,  and  acknowledging  as 
the  Government  must  do  that 
there  is  a  real  grievance  to  meet 
as  regards  the  supply  of  places 
for  political  meetings,  I  wish  to  state, 
on  behalf  of  the  Government,  that  we 
are  prepared  to  fully  accept  the 
principle  embodied  in  this  Resolution. 
Sir,  having  said  so  much,  and  without 
going  closely  into  the  speeches  of  the 
Proposer  and  Seconder  of  the  Resolu- 
tion, I  think  it  only  fair,  for  many 
reasons,  to  urge  one  or  two  considera- 
tions upon  the  House  with  regard  to 
this  question.  It  has  been  urged  by 
inv  hon.  Friend  that  this  is  not  an  easy 
question  to  deal  with,  and  that  there 
are  grave  difficulties  in  regard  to  the 
matter.  But  they  are  difficulties  which 
1  believe,  with  a  little  give  and  take  on 
both  sides  of  the  House,  can  be  fairly 
and  adequately  met.  But  I  should  be 
wrong  if  I  did  not  mention  one  or  two 
points  for  the  consideration  of  hon. 
Members.  In  the  first  place,  I  should 
like  to  urge  this  point  on  hon.  Mem- 
bers :     The    Resolution    as    it   stands 

Sir  Jr.  Hart  Dyke 


demands  that  these  schoolrooms  ill 
be  at  the  disposal  of  the  inhiMtmh 
of  the    district   where   the  school  is 
situated.       This  points  to  the  inten- 
tion  that    the   demands  should  earns, 
and  ought  to  come,  from  the  locality* 
I   am  of  opinion   that    this  demaal 
should  come  from  a  certain  number  i 
the  ratepayers  of  the  locality ,  or  oft* 
responsible  persons.     I  think  that  an* 
such  provision  as  this  is  necessary  v 
regard  to   these  schools.      Much  h» 
been   made,  and  I   think   very  fairly 
made,  in   previous  discussions,  of  die 
difficulty  of  the  damage  which  mi$* 
be    done    to    schools.       Under    the 
circumstances    I    think     it   would  he 
perfectly  useless  for  us  to  discuss  that 
point.     All  of  us  who  have  any  experi- 
ence of  these  things  know  that  damap 
may  occur.      That  is  a  great  matter, 
because   it   involves  this :    that  secu- 
rity should  be  given  that  any  damap 
that  was  done  should  at  once  be  put 
right,  and  it  also  raises  the  difficult 
point  with  regard  to  the  description  of 
the   meetings  held  in   the  schools.   I 
think  we  ought  to  have  some  security 
that  a  candidate  can  only  summon  a 
meeting  through  the  ratepayer  in  the 
locality;  and  as  regards  any  damage  that 
may  be  done,  I  think  that  security  should 
also  be  given,  and  that  such  damage 
should  also  be  made  good  at  onoe.  I 
think  it  should  also  be  understood  that 
the  right  can  only  be  claimed  where 
very  considerable  pains  have  been  taken 
to    discover  a  suitable    building  and 
where   a  suitable   building  cannot  be 
found.     I  would  further  point  out  that 
it  is  the  interest  of   the  locality  thai 
this  should   be   done.     There  may  he 
cases    of     schools     being     taken    for 
a   meeting    where    the    building   may 
be    filled    with    people    coming  from 
other     parishes     to      the      exclusion 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  locality.    Well, 
then,    I    think    the    manager-  should 
be  protected  not  only  as   regards  the 
actual    hours   during   which   a   meet- 
ing   of    the    school     may    be    held, 
but    in   a   case  such    as   this.      Sup- 
posing a  demand  is  made  for  the  occu- 
pation of  a  school  for  a  public  meeting  on 
certain    date,    and    then   following 
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this  meeting  an  inspection  of  that  school 
is  to  take  place.  Here  a  very  great  diffi- 
culty may  arise.  The  inspection  usually 
takes  place  in  the  early  morning,  and 
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a  noisy  meeting  might  place  the 
manager  in  a  very  great  difficulty  as 
regards  the  inspection  of  that  school. 
I  think  we  should,  therefore,  see  that 
Mxue  protection  should  be  given  to  the 
(Manager,  and  that  he  should  have  some 
right  of  appeal  to  the  Education  Depart- 
ment or  some  responsible  bod\ .  I  think 
(need  not  detain  the  House  further.  I 
tank  due  notice  should  be  given ;  and  I 
an  only  conclude  these  few  remarks  by 
aying  that  I  think  it  would  be  well 
hat  these  difficulties  should  be  met  in 
i  bur  and  a  generous  spirit  on  both 
ides  of  the  House,  and  I  hope  the  con- 
anion  I  have  made  will  be  appreciated 
qrhon.  Members. 

(8.5.)  Mr.  JOHN  MORLEY  (New- 
astie-upoii-Tyne) :  1  am  quite  sure 
hat  the  concession  which  has  been 
bade  by  the  right  lion.  Gentleman  will 
»  received  in  every  quarter  of  the 
loose  in  the  way  it  deserves.  The  right 
an.  Gentleman  could  not  have  taken 
p  a  new  position  with  better  humour 
p  better  grace.  I  will  not  go  for  a 
anient  into  the  reasons  he  gave  for 
istifying  the  attitude  he  has  now 
•ken  up.  It  would  be  ungracious  for 
6  to  do  that ;  and  I  may  state  that  it 
enough  for  us  that  the  right  hon. 
antlenian  and  the  Government  are 
Bpared,  to  use  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
an*8  own  language,  "  to  the  full"  to 
ioept  the  principle  of  this  Amendment. 
be  qualifications,  if  qualifications  they 
ay  be  called,  are  really  not  worth 
Barrelling  about.  In  fact,  many  of 
tern — the  important  ones — are  already 
nbod'ed  in  the  Resolution.  The  pro- 
Mai  that  the  demand  should  be  made  , 
y  a  certain  number — it  should  be  a  j 
ary  small  number — of  responsible  , 
arsons,  is  by  no  means  an  unreason-  ; 
ble  one ;  and  I  have  to  remind  him  ! 
3*i  my  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
lotherham  admitted  that  the  test  of 
be  kind  of  meeting  that  ought  to  be 
eld,  as  regards  the  character  of  the 
meeting,  was  to  be  found  in  the  sense 
I  the  inhabitants  of  the  districts.  As 
egards  this  last  point,  as  to  the 
easonableness  of  notice  being  given, 
f  course,  in  the  case  of  all  meetings  of 
his  kind,  that  must  be  recognized.  As 
>r  the  apprehensions  expressed  faintly  ' 
y  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  but  loudly  \ 

the  hon.  Member  for  the  University  j 

Oxford,     both     of     them     seemed  . 


r 


to  forget  that  schools  are  used 
every  week  of  the  year  for  political 
meetings.  When  the  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  the  University  of 
Oxford  talked  about  danger  to  the 
furniture,  and  of  the  difficulty  of  the 
place  being  put  in  order  early  next  day, 
and  when  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Vice  President  of  the  Council  observed 
that  the  Inspector  might  arrive  next 
morning  and  find  the  room  not  quite 
ready,  and  so  forth,  all  this  would 
apply  to  schools  which  all  of  us  who 
represent  boroughs  know  are  open  every 
week  of  the  year.  That  is  to  say,  we 
hold  our  meetings  in  Board  Schools, 
and  the  next  morning  the  school  work 
goes  on  exactly  as  if  these  meetings  had 
never  been  held.  All  these  apprehen- 
sions are  purely  imaginary ;  and  I  only 
regret  for  the  sake  of  the  position  of 
the  University  of  Oxford  that  the 
Member  for  that  body,  which  I,  as  an 
humble  member  of  it,  of  course  wish 
well  as  much  as  the  hon.  Member  him- 
self, should  come  forward  to  take  up 
this  position.  But  as  the  Government 
have  not  followed  him  in  that  very 
obnoxious  line,  I  shall  say  nothing 
more  about  it,  only  to  point  out  this ; 
that  his  own  Amendment,  if  accepted 
by  the  House,  would  have  left  all  these 
dangers  for  several  months  previous 
to  an  election.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man said — and  this  was  almost  the  only 
point  which  I  thought  he  was  not 
reasonable  in — he  said  that  the 
inhabitants  should  satisfy  themselves 
that  they  should  not  come  and  demand 
the  schools  unless  they  were  persuaded 
that  it  was  the  last  resort.  Well,  I 
do  not  think  that  any  such  necessity 
should  be  laid  upon  the  inhabitants. 
We  all  know  very  well  what  is  the 
place  of  last  resort :  that  would  be  the 
public-house;  but  does  the  right  hon- 
Gentleman  mean  that  meetings  should 
be  held  in  a  public-house  rather  than 
in  a  school  ? 

Sir  \Y.  HART  DYKE:  What  I 
really  wished  to  impress  upon  the 
House  was  that  thev  should  only  use  a 
school  when  they  could  not  get  a  better 
place,  and  that  every  possible  pains- 
should  be  taken  by  them  to  get  a  better 
place  if  possible. 

Mr.  J.  MORLEY  :  I  quite  accept  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman's  explanation ; 
and  1  am  sure  that  the  persons  con* 
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cerned  will  take  care  to  find  a  better 
place  if  they  can.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  seemed  to  limit  the  use  of 
the  schools  by  talking  about  the  Parlia- 
mentary candidate  as  being  the  only 
person  who  could  use  these  schools. 
I  hope  that  he,  and  I  hope  that  the 
Government,  will  fall  in  with  the 
wishes  expressed  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  Rotherham,  and  that  all  subjects  of 
political  and  social  interest  would  be 
discussed  at  meetings  in  these  school- 
rooms— temperance,  friendly  societies, 
co-operation.  Persons  washing  to  dis- 
cuss all  subjects  of  that  kind,  if  a 
sufficient  number  of  the  inhabitants 
wish  to  discuss  them,  should  be 
allowed  to  do  so,  and  I  hope  that 
all  these  schools,  supported  by 
public  money,  will  be  open  to 
the  people.  It  is  a  very  important 
concession  that  is  made.  It  will 
make  a  great  difference  in  rural 
life,  and  after  the  night  now  passing  I 
hope  we  shall  never  more  hear  any  of 
the  nonsense  about  these  schools  being 
private  property. 

Colonel  BLUNDELL  (Lancashire, 
"S.W.,  Ince)  :  Sir,  whilst  I  am  not 
opposed  to  school  buildings  in  rural 
parishes  being  used  for  public  meetings 
and  for  entertainments,  I  am,  at  the 
same  time,  most  anxious  that  the  Vice 
President  should  specially  consider  the 
peculiar  position  in  which  the  Church 
schools  stand.  I  mean  school  rooms 
which  are  also  used  as  churches.  The  cir- 
cu  instances  of  these  schools  are  different 
from  those  of  the  ordinary  elementary 
schools,  and  it  is  not  at  all  impossible 
that  if  they  were  thrown  open,  as  is 
proposed  by  this  Resolution,  at  the  in- 
stance of  several  householders,  they  may 
be  used  for  the  purpose  of  entertain- 
ments that  may  justly  be  held  to  give 
offence  to  the  congregation  of  the 
(Church.  Therefore,  Sir,  I  would 
suggest  either  that  the  Church  schools 
should  be  exempted — perhaps  that 
would  be  desirable  in  any  case — from 
the  Resolution,  or  that,  in  case  of  objec- 
tion being  taken,  power  should  be 
given  to  the  managers  of  referring  any 
application  to  the  Inspectors  or  to  a 
local  Magistrate.  The  effect  of 
that  would  be  to  check  any  possible 
abuse. 

Mr.  J.  Morley 


•(9.48.)    Mb.  T.  H.  BOLTON  (& 
Pancras,     N.) :     1     understand    that 
the    Government    have,   in  principle, 
assented    to    the   Resolution    of  my 
hon.   Friend  the   Member  for  Saffron 
Walden.      The   object    of   my  rising 
is,     therefore,     not     to     prolong  the 
discussion,  but  to  direct  attention  to 
the  terms  of  the  Resolution.    In  the 
Preamble   the  Resolution  recites  that 
there  is  a  scarcity  of  conveniences  for 
the  holding  of  public  meetings  in  rural 
districts,  and  the  Resolution  goes  on  to 
say  that,  in  the  opinion  of  the  House, 
schoolrooms  should  be  made  available 
for  the   purpose    of   public  meetings. 
Sir,  taking  these    two    parts   of  the 
Resolution  it  might  be  suggested  that 
the  want  of  adequate  accommodation, 
and    the    necessity    of  supplying   if, 
were    alike     confined     to     the    rural 
districts.     That    is    not    so.     I   quite 
admit    the    case    of    the    rural   dis- 
tricts, but  in  many  of  the  cities  ana1 
large  towns  the  case  is  quite  as  strong. 
In  my  own  constituency,  for  example, 
namely,  North  St.  Pancras,  in  Gospel 
Oak     district,     the    only    good  room 
available  for  public  meetings  is  a  Charon 
schoolroom,    the     use   of    which,  far 
reasons  I  will  not  comment  upon,  hai 
been  denied  to  myself  and  to  my  frieoda. 
Some  rule  has    been  made  that  the 
room   is  not  to   be  used  for  political 
purposes,  and,  as  a  consequence,  I  have 
not  had  an  opportunity  of    holding  a 
meeting    of    my  constituents  in  that 
particular  district.    The  only  large  room 
available  in  the  whole  neighbourhood 
is  a  room  on  the  border  of  my  con- 
stituency, for    which    a    considerable 
fee    is    charged.      The    inconvenience 
arising  from  the  want  of  suitable  plaoai 
for   the  holding  of  public  meetings  is 
felt    in     many    other    parts    of   the 
Metropolis.     Therefore,  Sir,  I  hope  that 
when  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  con- 
siders how  to  give  practical  effect  to 
my  hon.  Friend's  proposal  he  will  not 
confine  his  attention  to  the  rural  dis- 
tricts, but  that  he  will  likewise  consider 
the  claims  of  the  Metropolis,  and  of  the 
populous  towns  throughout  the  country 
to  similar  accommodation. 

*(8.55.)  Viscount  CRAN BORNE 
(Lancashire,  N.E.,  Darwen)  :  Sir, 
although  I  sympathise  very  greatly 
with  my  hon.  Friend  opposite,  the 
Member    for    Saffron    Walden,   I.  ** 
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i£  same  time,  think  that  a  certain 
nount  of  sympathy  should  be 
rkended  to  the  managers  of  the 
end  and  voluntary  schools — sympathy 
ith  the  sentiment  they  profess,  and 
Uh  the  action  they  have  thought  it 
jght  to  take.  For  my  own  part,  I  think 
st  the  managers  of  the  voluntary 
hools  would,  on  the  whole,  have 
tied  more  wisely  if  they  had  agreed 
At  both  Political  Parties  should  have 
"actically  a  free  hearing  before  the 
sistituencies.  At  the  same  time,  the 
cose  should  remember  the  circum- 
ftnees  under  which  these  schools 
Bre  built.  Nearly  two-thirds  of  the 
bole  of  the  voluntary  schools  were 
tilt  without  a  penny  of  assistance 
Mn  the  State — built  by  clergymen 
kd  churchmen  interested  in  a  par- 
solar  form  of  education  —  namely, 
e  education  of  the  poor  in  the  prin- 
oles  of  the  Church  of  England. 
ow,  Sir,  although  I  think  the 
anagers  have  behaved  unwisely,  I 
nnot  but  sympathise  with  them  in 
eir  feelings  of  reluctance  to  permit 
e  schools  which  they  built  to  main- 
in  the  Church  of  England  being  used 
destroy  it.  Take  a  parallel  case — 
e  Volunteers — who  are  maintained 
Pgely  by  public  funds.  Supposing  it 
are  suggested  that  the  drill  halls 
longing  to  the  Volunteers,  which 
wb  been  put  up  by  private  sub- 
notions, should  be  available  for 
folic  meetings  when  any  six  gentle- 
en  of  the  parish  might  so  desire,  and 
pposing  that  these  meetings  might 
ke  the  form  of  a  denunciation  of  the 
alunteer  system  and  their  command- 
g  officers.  I  think  the  Volunteers  in 
is  House  would  take  care  to  make 
lemselves  effectively  heard  in  oppo- 
fcion  to  any  such  proposal.  I  think 
ley  would  be  wrong.  I  think  it 
ould  be  better  if  they  allowed  the 
eetings;  still,  you  could  not  hold 
lem  illogical  if  they  said  they  would 
oi  allow  buildings  erected  for  the 
orpose  of  fostering  the  Volunteer 
movement  being  used  to  denounce  it. 
low,  Sir,  I  understand  the  Govern- 
lent  have  accepted  the  Motion  of 
le  hon.  Gentleman  opposite.  I  think 
ley  are  wise  in  so  doing;  but  they 
iust  carefully  consider  the  regulations 
ader  which  meetings  are  to  be  held. 
recautions      must      be     taken    that 


those  who  have  the  use  of  the  schools  can 
give  a  substantial  guarantee  against  loss* 
But,  if  proper  precautions  were  taken, 
I  do  not  think  any  harm  would  accrue 
to  voluntary  schools ;  but  I  do  not 
think  any  Resolution,  or  Bill  consequent, 
upon  it,  ought  to  be  carried  unless  such 
precautions  were  taken. 

(9.7.)  Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT : 
I  always  hear  the  noble  Lord  speak 
upon  this  subject  with  great  satisfac- 
tion, because  I  look  upon  him  as  a 
Representative  of  an  almost  extinct, 
species — I  mean  the  old  Tory.  In  fact,, 
his  accents  come  upon  us  almost  like 
distant  music,  and  remind  us  of  the 
Lost  Chord.  The  noble  Lord  said 
they  had  created  these  schools  for  the 
purpose  of  extending  the  interest  of 
the  Church  of  England ;  but  ever  since 
the  passing  of  the  Elementary  Educa- 
tion Bill  of  1887  they  ought  to  have 
perceived  that  there  was  no  longer  a 
legitimate  purpose  to  which  these 
schools  should  be  appropriated. 
Although  very  reasonable  views  on 
this  subject  had  been  taken  in  this 
House,  I  have  no  doubt  that  there 
would  be  a  great  many  people  outside 
who  would  still  adhere  to  the  view 
that  the  village  school  is  primarily  to 
be  used  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
views  and  interests  of  the  Church.  But. 
that  is  not  the  fact  since  the  Elemen- 
tary Education  Act  and  those  large 
grants  were  passed.  I  think  Gentlemen 
on  both  sides  of  the  House  regard  with 
favour  the  idea  that  the  rural  popula- 
tion shall  have  opportunities  of  instruc- 
tion and  interest.  The  noble  Lord 
speaks  of  this  matter  as  if  it  were  a. 
question  of  Party  politics.  But  that 
is  not  our  view,  for  we  think  it  is  not- 
to  be  restricted  to  political  meetings  by 
any  means,  and  what  we  contemplate 
is  that  the  schoolroom  should  be  the 
village  hall,  as  the  town-hall  is  the 
place  of  meeting  in  the  town.  There 
is  generally  in  a  village  one  building 
alone — unless  you  wish  people  to  go  to 
the  public- house,  which  is  the  last 
place  it  is  desirable  they  should  use  for 
the  purpose — which  is  available  for 
public  meetings,  and  we  contemplate 
that  they  should  meet  there  when  they 
have  any  question  to  discuss,  whether 
they  want  allotments,  or  a  Small 
Holdings  Bill,  or  similar  subjects  ;  and 
where  can  the  village  community  more: 
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properly  meet  to  consider  them  than  in 
&  village  school  ?  Take  again  the  ques- 
tion of  temperance.  There  are  many 
questions  affecting  village  life,  apart 
from  Party  politics,  for  which  I  desire 
there  should  be  a  free  use  of  village 
-schools,  as  the  regular  meeting  place 
for  the  discussion  of  subjects  apart 
from  Party  affairs.  The  noble  Lord 
is  very  much  afraid  of  the  damage  that 
may  be  caused  at  Party  elections  ;  but 
in  the  large  towns  we  are  perfectly 
familiar  with  these  meetings  for  all 
sorts  of  purposes,  and  above  all  for 
Party  purposes,  and  nobody  hears  of 
those  mischiefs  arising  which  give  him 
so  much  alarm.  As  for  safeguards,  the 
noble  Lord  belongs  to  the  Party  of 
safeguards ;  but,  generally  speaking, 
when  their  safeguards  come  to  be 
examined,  they  are  either  very  un- 
necessary or  totally  inapplicable. 
The  safeguards  advocated  to-night 
are  mostly  superfluous,  and  everything 
the  noble  Lord  has  been  contending 
for  in  that  respect  is  contained  in  the 
Resolution.  Therefore,  I  hope  the  Bill 
will  be  accepted  in  a  liberal  spirit,  and 
not  in  the  narrow  view  which  has  be*n 
expressed  on  the  opposite  side. 

(9.15.)  Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR  :  I  agree 

with   the   right   hon.    Gentleman    that 

the  fact  of  a  large   contribution    made 

by  the   State  towards   the   elementary 

education   carried    on    in    the   schools 

does   differentiate   them,  to   a  certain 

extent,  from    ordinary  private  schools 

erected     and     solelv     maintained     bv 

private   enterprise ;    but  at    the    same 

time   it    is   perfectly    certain,    as   my 

noble  Friend  behind  me  has  said,  that 
these  schools,  in  a  large  number  of 
cases,  have  been  erected  at  the  cost  of 
a  certain  section  of  the  community,  in 
order  that  religious  education  may  be 
carried  on  in  accordance  with  their 
particular  creed.  That  is  a  fact  that 
should  not  be  lost  sight  of  whenever 
this  Resolution  comes  to  be  embodied 
in  a  Bill.  It  fact,  I  do  not  think  it  is 
possible  to  describe  the  discussion  of 
this  evening  as  more  than  a  Second 
Reading  Debate  upon  the  principle  of 
the  proposal.  We  are  all  agreed,  on 
both  sides  of  the  House,  that  it  is  in 
the  highest  degree  desirable  that  those 
schools,    in   districts   where   no    othei 

Sir  William  Harcourt 


£! 


public  places   of   assembly  are  to  be 
obtained,  should  be  open  to  every  si& 
of  politics  to  be  used  for  the  araelion- 
tion  of  the  life  of  the  inhabitants ohl» 
district.     But  I  confess  that  I  have  a 
uneasy   feeling   that    when  the  fan. 
Gentleman  opposite  comes  to  emMj|:* 
I  this  view  in  his  Bill,  he  will  tind  tte 
■  he  has  to  take  more  trouble  in  devisaf 
the  safeguards  which   the  right  km 
Gentleman   has   derided    than  be  »|- 
present  supposes.      My  noble  Fried 
has     pointed     out     that    if    damtt 
occurs    to     these     schools    the  eocl- 
should  be  defrayed  by  the  people  »i»| 
engage  them,  and  not  by  the  manaftfi 
of  the  schools,  and  the  equity  of  tktfl' 
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proposition ,  I  am  sure,  will 
by  Gentlemen  opposite.     I  notice  tkt 
the  Resolution  of  the  hon.  GentkoM 
applies  to   Ireland    as    much    u  » 
Scotland  and  England,  and  it  is  obvkw|: 
that  it  must  apply  to  Ireland,  inasmuch 
as  every  argument  used  with  regard  t» 
England  applies  with  tenfold  fane  to 
Ireland.     But  I  think  hon.  Gentleaa 
should  be  very  careful  lest  they  dwdi 
give  a  power  to  any  street  lecturer  «■ 
social  or  political  subjects  to  make  «■ 
of  convent  schools  in  Ireland— wMA 
receive  grants  very  much  in  excen  of 
the  amount  given  in  the  English  schook 
— for  pin-poses  which  those  who  MB* 
in  their  management  would  disappfl* 
of.     In   the   North   of  Ireland,  wkrt 
the  religious  sects  are  equally  dividA 
I  can  conceive  that  very  conflidertHi 
security     against     damage    would  to 
required  in  some  cases  by  the  manage 
oi  schools.    When  the  hon.  Gentlemil 
comes    to   irame    his   Bill    with  flfr 
guards    ioi*    the    managers  ot  sehoflh 
against    all    the   dangers   which  Hlrt 
been  pom  led  out  his  task  will  be  veij 
difficult.     I    shall   be  glad  when  tk 
time  comes  that  he  can  bring  forwU* 
his  Bill.     Jn   the   meantime,  I  tritf 
the  result  of  this  discussion,  althcfl^ 
it  can  have  no  obligatory  force  until  fe 
effect  is  embodied  in  a  Bill,  will  h»« 
some     intfuence     in     inducing    c*7 
manager  of  a  school  10  open  it,  *>  ^ 
as  he  can,   to  the   expression  of  »>J 
legitimate  opinion  on  the  other  sMe  ™ 
politic*,  and  I    believe   that  .the  t>^ 
majority  of  them  are  now  prepared  *■ 
do  so  for  the  purpose  of  ameliorating 
the    conditions    of    existence    of   th 
|>eople  in  their  locality. 
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9.24.)  Mb.  HERBERT  GARD- 
!B :  Perhaps  I  may  be  allowed  to 
jiowledge  the  acceptance  of  the 
lolution  by  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
nt,  bat  I  find  that  the  words  of  the 
ftder  of  the  House  do  not  agree  with 

tie  of  the  Vice  President 

Kb.  SPEAKER:  Order,  order!  The 
tt.  Member  has  no  right  of  reply,  as 
are  is  no  Amendment  before  the 
vttse. 

(9.25.)  Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Longford, 
) :  I  notice  an  observation  of  the  First 
>rd  of  the  Treasury  with  regard  to 
aland.  We  have  not  intervened  in 
Is  Debate  because  we  have  waited  to 
)  what    position    would    be    taken 

by  Her  Majesty's  Ministers,  but 
5  right  hon.  Gentleman  who  spoke 

behalf  of  the  Government  has 
w  said  it  would  be  the  duty  of  the  hon. 
jmber  for  Saffron  Walden  to  intro- 
se  a  Bill,  whereas  we  gathered 
m  the  previous  speech  of  the 
aister  of  Education  that  it  was  the 
ention  of  the  Government  to  do  so 
unserves. 

Jib  W.HART  DYKE:  I  think 
ire  must  be  some  misapprehension. 
lo  not  think  I  said  anything  im- 
ing  that  the  Government  would 
Dg  in  a  Bill. 

Kb.  HEALY :  The  hon.  Member  for 
Bfron  Walden  has  no  power  of  carry  - 
;  a  Bill  if  it  were  to  be  opposed 
blocked  by  hon.  Members  opposite. 

course,  we  feel  in  Ireland  that 
s  is  a  matter  of  some  delicacy,  and 

do  not  at  all  wish  to  say  that  our 
nds  are  made  up  on  the  subject, 
bat  I  would  suggest  to  Her  Majesty's 
►vernment  is  that  the  Government 
)uld  instruct  the  Irish  Education 
•ard  to  draw  up  certain  rules  which, 

their  opinion,  would  define  the 
lits  of  deviation  with  regard  to  the 
bjects  to  be  discussed  at  meetings 
these  schools. 

(9.30.)  Mb.  CHANCE  (Kilkenny, 
i:    So   far  as  Ireland    is  concerned 

this  question,  I  must  say  it  is 
t  to  us  a  very  practical  one.  So 
ich  interest  is  taken  with  us  in 
litical  affairs,  and  the  meetings  we 
Id  are  usually  so  large,  so  many 
>ple  desire  to  attend  them,  that  it 
old  be  practically  impossible  to  use 
lool  buildings  in  rural  districts,  as 
*y  would  not   be  large   enough    to 


afford  accommodation.  Therefore,  the 
question  does  not  interest  us  much 
until  we  see  the  proposals  of  the  Govern- 
ment ;  but  I  feel  bound  to  protest 
against  the  suggestion  made  by  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury.  The  First 
Lord,  after  the  Resolution  was  accepted 
on  behalf  of  the  Govern  ment,  stands 
up  and  speaks  of  a  Bill  being  brought 
in  by  the  hon.  Member  for  the  Saffron 
Walden  Division  to  carry  that  Resolu- 
tion into  effect.  Although  I  am  but  a 
comparatively  new  Member  of  the 
House,  I  am  surprised,  I  confess,  at  the 
course  taken  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man. I  thought  it  was  settled,  as 
one  of  the  established  customs  of  the 
House  that  if  a  Government  accepts  a 
Resolution,  the  acceptance  of  which 
would  be  nothing  but  a  mockery  and  a 
form  if  it  were  not  carried  out  in  sub- 
stance, it  is  the  duty  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  make  that  Resolution  effective 
by  bringing  in  a  Bill  upon  the  subject. 
I  believe  it  is  a  fact  that  every  Member 
of  the  House  accepts  that  doctrine. 
The  Government  having  agreed  to  the 
Resolution  ought  themselves  to  intro- 
duce a  Bill.  All  the  Wednesdays  up 
to  Easter  have  already  been  appro- 
priated by  private  Members,  and  what 
chance,  I  ask,  would  the  hon.  Member 
for  Saffron  Walden  have  if  he  were  to 
introduce  a  Bill  ?  In  fact,  it  would  be 
practically  impossible  for  him  to  carry 
it.  We  know  that  a  number  of  Mem- 
bers of  this  House  will  not  be 
likely  to  agree  with  the  hon. 
Member  for  Saffron  Walden  in  all  the 
details  of  the  measure,  so  that  we 
know  the  measure  will  be  ruined  if  the 
Government  refuse  to  initiate  legisla- 
tion, and  that  they  will  be  turning  their 
acceptance  of  the  Resolution  into  a 
nullity.  I  appeal  to  the  desire  for  Bri- 
tish fair  play,  and  ask  the  riglit  hon. 
Gentleman  whether  he  is  not  himself 
aware  that  he  is  departing  from  the 
customs  of  the  House  with  regard  to 
this  Resolution. 

Mb.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  As  a  matter  of 
personal  explanation,  I  wish  to  say  that 
I  accept  every  word  that  has  fallen 
from  the  Vice  President  of  the  Council. 
One  very  strong  reason  why  the  Go- 
vernment cannot  undertake  to  introduce 
a  Bill,  is  that  we  think  we  may  have 
difficulty  in  passing  the  measures  already 
introduced,  and  therefore  it  would  be 
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just  as  much  a  mockery  if  we  were  to 
introduce  it  without  a  chance  of 
passing  it. 

Km  WILLIAM  HAROOURT:  As 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  lias  given  no 
explanation,  I  think  we  should  have 
one.  I  certain  I  v  understood  the  Vice 
President  of  the  Council  to  say  that  he 
would  bring  in  a  Bill. 

Sir  W.  HART  DYKE  :  If  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  can  quote  a  single 
sentence  in  my  speech  to  that  effect 
I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  it. 

(9.34.)  Mr.  F.  STEVENSON  (Suf- 
folk, Eye)  :  It  is  perfectly  clear 
that  there  is  a  discrepancy  between 
the  speech  of  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasurv  and  that  of  the  Vice  Presi- 
dent  of  the  Council.  We  certainly  did 
understand  from  the  speech  of  the  Vice 
President  of  the  Council  that  the  Go- 
vernment would  bring  in  a  Bill. 

Sik  W.  HART  DYKE:  1  cannot 
admit  anything  of  the  kind. 

Mr.  F.  STEVENSON:  I  think, 
Mr.  Speaker,  that  where  the  schools 
are  in  receipt  of  a  grant  out 
of  the  Imperial  Exchequer  these 
buildings  ought  to  be  serviceable  as 
town-halls  or  village-halls,  to  be  used 
for  the  purpose  of  political  meetings. 
There  are  only  three  courses  to  be  pur- 
sued. The  first  is,  that  the  Member  for 
Saffron  Walden  Division  should  bring  in 
a  Bill  himself  dealing  with  the  question. 
That  is  practically  impossible, and  I  think 
it  would  be  a  shame  if  the  Government 
were  to  accept  this  Resolution  and 
leave  the  matter  in  its  present  stage 
without  any  legislation  on  the  sub- 
ject. Considering  the  number  of  Bills 
that  are  down  by  private  Members,  it 
has  little  chance  of  securing  a  place, 
and  even  if  it  did  secure  a  place  there 
would  be  no  chance  of  passing  it  into 
law.  So  far,  therefore,  as  the  first 
course  is  concerned,  I  believe  it  to  be 
out  of  the  question,  and  I  think  hon. 
Members  will  agree  with  me.  The 
second  course  is  that  the  Bill  should 
have  special  precedence  given  to  it,  but 
the  third  is,  I  think,  a  practical  one  ; 
it  is  that  a  clause  be  introduced  into  the 
Rating  of  Schools  Bill,  giving  the  power 
of  holding  political  meetings  in  school 
rooms.  I  do  not  see  the  object  of  the 
Government  accepting  a  Resolution 
that  cannot  be  possibly  earned  out. 
There  is  no  meaning  in  it ;  and  I  think 

Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour 


the  best  course  would  be,  as  has  been 
suggested,  to  bring  in  a  clause  in  the 
Rating  of  Schools  Bill,  adopting  tbe 
course  that  has  been  so  generally  recom- 
mended. Should  the  Government  re- 
fuse to  adopt  that  course,  it  will  reunn 
for  hon.  Members  upon  this  side  of  the 
House,  when  they  have  a  majority  in 
the  next  Parliament,  to  put  in  force 
the  terms  of  the  Resolution. 

(9.40.)  Mr.  CHANNING  (North- 
ampton, E.) :  I  am  bound  to  ay 
that  as  I  left  the  House  a  short 
time  ago  I  was  under  the  distinct  im- 
pression, from  the  speech  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Vice  President  of 
the  Council,  that  the  Government 
undertook  to  give  legislative  effect  to 
the  Resolution. 

Sir  W.  HART  DYKE:  Can  y» 
quote  any  single  sentence  in  my  speech 
to  justify  that  conclusion  ?  In  the  in- 
terest of  fair-play,  I  ask  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber to  quote  any  sentence  from  my  speech 
that  will  bear  any  such  interpretation ; 
that  the  Government  either  directly «" 
indirectly  pledged  itself  to  bring  in  i 
Bill. 

Mk.  CHANNING :  Well,  I  cam* 
carry  mv  mind  back  to  the  exact 
words,  but  the  impression  left  uponnfl 
mind  was  that  the  Government  wooM 
bring  in  a  Bill  to  deal  with  the  question. 
I  think  this  is  a  question  of  great  im- 
portance in  view  of  the  General  Ele* 
tion,  which  cannot  be  much  longer  aY- 
layed,  and  I  think  it  is  perfectly  cktf 
that  Her  Majesty's  Government  intent 
to  run  away  from  the  opinion  that 
have  definitely  endorsed  in  the  ooum 
of  the  Debate.  It  is  obvious  that  sin* 
the  speech  of  the  Vice  President  of  tk 
Council  there  has  been  some  consul' 
tation  in  other  parts  of  the  House,  and 
it  is  also  evident  that  the  irritation  of 
some  noble  Lords  and  hon.  Gentian* 
opposite,  who  sit  behind  the  Treaaarj 
Bench,  has  been  assuaged  by  an  assur- 
ance that  the  Government  does  not  in- 
tend to  be  in  earnest  in  this  matter; 
that  they  have  no  intention  of  carrying 
the  Resolution  into  effect ;  that  the 
Debate  is  to  be  reduced  to  an  ignobb 
farce,  and  that  the  Resolution  which 
they  have  adopted  is  to  be  relegated  to 
the  region  of  pious  opinions. 

(9.45.)  Mr.  AMBROSE  (Middle- 
sex, Harrow) :  Supposing  the  Reso- 
lution passed  it  would  be  necessary  to 


L 


r29        Public  Meetings         {26  February,  1892}         in  Schoolrooms.         1430 


produce  this  Bill,  and  what  I  under- 
Slid  the  Government  has  done  is  to 
Qdge  itself  that  if  such  a  Bill  were  in- 
Dduced  they  would  support  it.  But 
appears  to  me  to  he  impossible  to 
Btend  that  that  involves  a  pledge  on 
epart  of  the  Government  to  introduce 
SOI  this  Session  to  give  legislative 
Sect  to  this  Resolution,  thereby  dis- 
acing  all  the  other  Business  to  which 
is  already  committed.  I  take  it  that 
e  Government,  having  accepted  this 
^solution,  will  afford  every  facility  to 
,  Members  to  carry  it  into  effect, 
that  they  will  give  every  reasonable 
Bility  for  the  carrying  out  of  their 
aas  as  contained  in  the  Resolution 
fore  the  House. 

$9.50.)  Mr.  JACOBY  (Derbyshire, 
id) :  I  should  like  to  know  what 
B  the  intentions  of  Her  Majesty's 
Mrernment  upon  this  question. 
have  listened  to  the  speeches 
&de  on  the  part  of  the  Government, 
A  to  the  announcement  of  the  light 
ro.  Gentleman  the  Vice  President  of 
B  Council,  but  I  confess  I  do  not  yet 
tow  where  we  are.  Is  this  Resolution 
be  given  effect  to,  or  is  it  not  ?  The 
>vernment  has  accepted  it,  and  I  hold 
Mb,  according  to  all  precedent,  they 
B  bound,  having  accepted  it,  to  intro- 
toe  legislation  upon  the  subject. 
(9.55.)  Coloned  NOLAN  (Galway, 
j :  I  hope  if  the  Government  accept 
18  Resolution — and  I  have  no  doubt, 
fcer  the  promise  of  the  Government,  a 
tU  will  be  introduced  on  the  subject — 
my  will  have  some  consideration  for 
ie  position  of  convent  schools.  I  hope 
i68e  schools  will  be  exempted  from  the 
tape  of  this  Bill,  which  I  have  no 
*obt  the  Government  will  introduce, 
teing  the  way  in  which  they  have 
Bated  this  Resolution.  I  wish  to 
lint  out  that  there  was  a  similar 
fcose  in  the  Ballot  Bill,  but  it  was 
track  out  by  the  House  of  Lords,  and 
►  dp  the  Tory  Party  justice  it  should 
&8aid  that  they  rose  in  arms  against 
*e  action  of  the  Lords  upon  that  occa- 
TO.  The  Government  has  accepted 
lis  Resolution,  and  1  think  it  would 
St  be  creditable  if  a  Bill  were  not 
Produced  this  Session  dealing  with 
te  question. 

*11001     Mr'    R0BY     (Lancashire; 
13.,     feccles) :     I    understand    that 

VOL.   I.  [new  series.] 


the  Motion  is  accepted  by  the 
Government,  and  I,  therefore,  wish  to 
give  notice  that  upon  the  Amendment 
becoming  a  substantive  Resolution,  I 
shall  move  the  addition  of  the 
following  words  : — 

"  And  that  it  is  the  duty  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government  to  give  effect  to  this  opinion  by 
legislation." 

It  seems  to  me  that  this  is  the  only 
proper  course  to  adopt  in  connection 
with  this  matter,  and  that  it  is  the  only 
way  in  which  the  Resolution  can  be 
carried  into  effect. 

*(10.5.)     The  PRESIDENT  op  the 

LOCAL     GOVERNMENT     BOARD 

(Mr.  Ritchie,  Tower  Hamlets) :  I  must 

confess  that   there  never  was,  to   my 

mind,  a  more  extraordinary  course 
taken  than  that  taken  by  the  hon. 
Members  opposite.  The  Resolution 
has  been  accepted  by  the  Government, 
and,  as  a  rule,  the  ordinary  course  pur- 
sued by  the  Government  would  have 
ended  the  discussion.  For  my  part,  I 
do  not  believe  that  after  a  Resolution 
of  this  kind  has  been  proposed  and  car- 
ried with  the  assent  of  the  Government, 
that  there  would  be  the  smallest  diffi- 
culty in  connection  with  it.  It  has  been 
suggested  that  the  Government  should 
at  once  bring  in  a  Bill  dealing  with  the 
matter,  but  I  see  not  the  slightest  diffi- 
culty in  dealing  with  the  question,  now 
that  the  Resolution  has  been  accepted. 
There  never  was  a  more  complete  offer 
made  by  any  Government.  Hon. 
Members  opposite  are  asked  to  bring 
forward  a  Bill  to  give  effect  to  their 
Resolution,  and  the  Government  go  fur- 
ther by  saying  that  they  will  give  any 
such  Bill  their  entire  support.  Such  an 
offer,  I  think,  is  a  most  generous  one ; 
but  if  the  House  desires  to  impose 
upon  the  Government  the  responsi- 
bility of  setting  aside  some  of  the  most 
important  measures  that  have  been 
proposed  to  the  House,  that  is  not  a 
responsibility  that  the  Government  is 
prepared  to  accept.  The  Session  is  yet 
young,  and  we  believe  there  will  be  no 
difficulty  with  the  hon.  Gentleman 
bringing  forward  a  Bill  to  give  effect  to 
his  Resolution.  If  such  a  Bill  is 
brought  forward  the  Government  will 
support  it,  and  do  their  utmost  to  pass 
it  ;  and  I  cannot  see  what  more  can  be 

3  I 
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properly  meet  to  consider  them  than  in 
&  village  school  ?  Take  again  the  ques- 
tion  of  temperance.  There  are  many 
^questions  affecting  village  life,  apart 
from  Party  politics,  for  which  I  desire 
there  should  be  a  free  use  of  village 
-schools,  as  the  regular  meeting  place 
for  the  discussion  of  subjects  apart 
from  Party  affairs.  The  noble  Lord 
is  very  much  afraid  of  the  damage  that 
may  be  caused  at  Party  elections  ;  but 
in  the  large  towns  we  are  perfectly 
familiar  with  these  meetings  for  all 
sorts  of  purposes,  and  above  all  for 
Party  purposes,  and  nobody  hears  of 
those  mischiefs  arising  which  give  him 
so  much  alarm.  As  for  safeguards,  the 
noble  Lord  belongs  to  the  Party  of 
safeguards ;  but,  generally  speaking, 
when  their  safeguards  come  to  be 
examined,  they  are  either  very  un- 
necessary or  totally  inapplicable. 
The  safeguards  advocated  to-night 
are  mostly  superfluous,  and  everything 
the  noble  Lord  has  been  contending 
for  in  that  respect  is  contained  in  the 
Resolution.  Therefore,  I  hope  the  Bill 
will  be  accepted  in  a  liberal  spirit,  and 
not  in  the  narrow  view  which  has  been 
expressed  on  the  opposite  side. 

(9.15.)  Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR  :  I  agree 
with  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that 
the  fact  of  a  large  contribution  made 
by  the  State  towards  the  elementary 
education  earned  on  in  the  schools 
does  differentiate  them,  to  a  certain 
extent,  from  ordinary  private  schools 
•erected  and  solely  maintained  by 
private  enterprise ;  but  at  the  same 
time  it  is  perfectly  certain,  as  my 
noble  Friend  behind  me  has  said,  that 
these  schools,  in  a  large  number  of 
cases,  have  been  erected  at  the  cost  of 
a  certain  section  of  the  community,  in 
order  that  religious  education  may  be 
oarried  on  in  accordance  with  their 
particular  creed.  That  is  a  fact  that 
should  not  be  lost  sight  of  whenever 
this  Resolution  comes  to  be  embodied 
in  a  Bill.  It  fact,  I  do  not  think  it  is 
possible  to  describe  the  discussion  of 
this  evening  as  more  than  a  Second 
Reading  Debate  upon  the  principle  of 
the  proposal.  We  are  all  agreed,  on 
both  sides  of  the  House,  that  it  is  in 
the  highest  degree  desirable  that  those 
schools,   in   districts  where   no    other 
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public   places  of  assembly  are  to  be 
obtained,  should  be  open  to  every  side 
of  politics  to  be  used  for  the  ameliora- 
tion of  the  life  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
district.     But  I  confess  that  I  have  an 
uneasy   feeling   that    when    the   boa. 
Gentleman  opposite  comes  to  embody 
this  view  in  his  Bill,  he  will  tind  that 
he  has  to  take  more  trouble  in  devising 
the  safeguards  which   the   right  hoii. 
Gentleman   has  derided    than    he   at 
present  supposes.      My   noble  Friend 
has     pointed     out     that     if     damage 
occurs    to     these     schools     the    cost 
should  be  defrayed  by  the  people  who 
engage  them,  and  not  by  the  managers 
of  the  schools,  and  the  equity  of  that 
proposition ,  I  am  sure,  will  be  recognised 
by  Gentlemen  opposite.     I  notice  that 
the  Resolution  of  the  hon.  Gentleman 
applies  to  Ireland    as    much    as  to 
Scotland  and  England,  and  it  is  obvious 
that  it  must  apply  to  Ireland,  inasmuch 
as  every  argument  used  with  regard  to 
England  applies  with  tenfold  force  to 
Ireland.     But  I  think  hon.  Gentlemen 
should  be  very  careful  lest  they  should 
give  a  power  to  any  street  lecturer  on 
social  or  political  subjects  to  make  use 
of  convent  schools  in  Ireland— which 
receive  grants  very  much  in  excess  of 
the  amount  given  in  the  English  schools 
—for  purposes  which  those  who  assist 
in  their  management  would  disapprove 
of.     In   the   North   of  Ireland,  where 
the  religious  sects  are  equally  divided, 
I  can  conceive  that  verv  considerable 
security    against     damage    would   be 
required  in  some  cases  by  the  manage** 
of  schools.    When  the  hon.  Gentleman 
comes    to   frame   his   Bill    with  safe- 
guards   lor    the   managers  of  schools 
against   all   the   dangers   which    have 
been  pointed  out  his  task  will  be  very 
difficult.     1    shall   be  glad  when  the 
time  comes  that  he  can  bring  forward 
his  Bill.     In  the   meantime,   I    trust 
the  result  of  this  discussion,  although 
it  can  have  no  obligatory  force  until  Hs 
effect  is  embodied  in  a  Bill,  will  have 
some     influence     in     inducing     every 
manager  of  a  school  to  open  it,  so  far 
as  he  can,  to  the   expression   of  any 
legitimate  opinion  on  the  other  side  of 
politics,  and  I   believe   that  .the  vast 
majority  of  them  are  now  prepared  to 
do  so  for  the  purpose  of  ameliorating 
the    conditions    of    existence    of    the 
people  in  their  locality. 
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>n  us,  and,  under  all  the  circum- 

nces,  I  feel  compelled  to  move  the 

ijonrnment  of  the  Debate. 

The  Question  was  not  put. 

Mb.  SCHWANN  :    I  beg  to  move 

At  the  Question  be  now  put. 

Hk.  PHILIFFS:  I   move   that  the 

lestion  be  put. 

Mr.  8PEAKER :  The  original  Ques- 

•n  was  that  I  do  now  leave  the  Chair. 

(10.26.)  Mr.  WILLIAM  LAW- 
SNCE  (Liverpool,  Abercromby)  : 
jving  voted  in  favour  of  this  Motion 
on  former  occasions,  I  am  glad  the 
»vemment  have  accepted  the  Resolu- 
n  that  has  been  placed  before  the 
juse.  I,  therefore,  see  nothing  worth 
lile  fighting  about.  As  the  manager 
a  country  school,  I  have  to  say  that  I 
ve  found  no  difficulty  in  allowing 
posing  Parties  to  use  the  school 
d  air  their  opinions  as  they 
ink  proper.  The  result  of  the 
rangement  has  been  most  beneficial 
the  village  and  to  the  district  with 
lich  I  am  connected.  It  seems  to 
I  to  be  unreasonable  to  force  the 
ivernment  upon  short  notice  to  add 
the  important  measures  already  in 
sir  programme  by  including  a  Bill 
ibodying  the  Resolution  now  before 
3  House.  Why  could  not  the  hon. 
Hiiber  bring  in  a  Bill  himself?  No- 
dy  will  block  its  passage,  and  I  hope 
it  the  hon.  Member  will  bring 
■ward  the  matter.  I,  for  one,  shall 
heartily  glad  to  support  him. 
(10.28.)  Sib  E.  BIRKBECK  (Nor- 
k,  N.) :  I  have  to  thank  the  Govern- 
ing on  behalf  of  the  Eastern 
mnties,  for  what  they  have  done  in 
^arcl  to  the  Resolution  of  the  hon. 
ember.  But  is  it  to  be  understood 
at  the  Government,  in  adopting  it, 
e  to  introduce  a  Bill  embodying  it, 
id  so  to  set  aside  the  Small  Holdings 
ill  and  other  measures  that  they  have 
idartaken  1 

Snt  WILLIAM  HARCOURT : 
)  the  hon.  Member  has  raised 
e  question,  I  can  save  some  time 
'  saying  that  the  Government  were 
edged  to  an  Educational  Rating  Bill 
their  own,  and  I  should  like  to  know 
aether  the  First  Lord  will  insert  a 
luse  giving  practical  effect  to  this 
isolution  ?    No  other  business  would 


thus  be  set  aside ;  on  the  contrary,  the 
Government  would  be  making  this 
Resolution  and  its  fulfilment  part  of 
their  own  business. 

Sir  E.  BIRKBECK :  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  is  entirely  mistaken  if  he 
imagines  that  I  and  my  hon.  Friends 
are  going  to  allow  a  Bill  like  the  Small 
Holdings  Bill  to  be  put  aside  in  favour 
of  such  a  measure  as  this.  We  intend 
to  stick  firmly  to  our  guns  upon  this 
subject.  I  ask  hon.  Members 
opposite  to  quote  some  precedent  in 
support  of  the  action  which  the  sup- 
porters of  the  Resolution  have  taken. 

(10.29.)  Mr.  SAMUEL  HOARE 
(Norwich]:  I  have  to  express  my 
appreciation  of  the  manner  in  which 
the  Government  has  dealt  with  the 
Resolution.  I  have  some  knowledge  of 
country  life  and  of  electioneering,  and 
I  have  always  found  it  to  be  a  great 
grievance  that  the  use  of  schools  was 
allowed  to  one  Party  and  not  to 
another.  It  is  most  desirable  that 
le  change  should  be  introduced,  and 
I  am,  therefore,  particularly  glad  to  hear 
the  views  of  the  Vice  President  of  the 
Council.  Since  legislation  was  neces- 
sary I  should  like  to  see  it  given  effect 
to  without  delay.  I  am,  however,  not 
surprised  that  the  Government  should 
hesitate  to  "undertake  the  responsi- 
bility of  bringing  in  another  Bill. 
I  had  hoped  that  the  hon.  Member 
would  have  brought  in  a  Bill  him- 
self, but  as  an  Educational  Rating 
Bill  is  about  to  be  brought  in  by  the 
Government,  I  wish  to  know  whether 
it  is  not  possible  for  the  Government 
to  bring  in  a  clause  giving  effect  to 
this  Resolution? 

(10.30.)  Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR  ;  A 
number  of  appeals  have  been  made 
to  Her  Majesty's  Government  from 
several  quarters  of  the  House,  and 
this  circumstance  will,  perhaps,  serve  as 
my  excuse  for  asking  permission  for 
again  interfering  in  the  discussion. 
Unfortunately  the  speech  which  I  de- 
livered an  hour-and-a-half  ago  was 
heard  by  a  comparatively  thin  House, 
and  I  think  few  hon.  Members  now 
present  are  really  aware  of  the 
original  cause  of  the  present  dispute. 
I  expressed  my  hope  on  the  part  of 
the  Government  that  the  Resolution 
and  the  Debate  which  had  taken  place 
might  have  an  effect  upon  every 
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desired,  unless  there  is  some  purpose 
behind  which  is  not  quite  apparent  to  our 
understanding.  In  fact,  it  would  really 
seem  as  if  hon.  Members  opposite  were 
disappointed  at  the  frankness  with 
which  the  Government  has  met  this 
Resolution,  and  the  readiness  they  have 
shown  to  meet  the  proposals  of  the 
hon.  Member. 

(10.10.)      Mr.     THOMAS    ELLIS 
(Merionethshire)  :    I    think    that     by 
accepting  this  Resolution  the  Govern- 
ment   has    taken    upon   itself  a  new 
responsibility.     The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  Midlothian  has 
again  and  again  laid  down  the  principle 
that  a  Government  ought  not  to  accept 
an  abstract  Resolution  unless  they  saw 
their  way  to   cany  it   into  effect.     I 
think  the  Government  ought  either  to 
have  made  some  definite  announcement 
that  they  will  deal  with  the  matter  this 
Session,  or  otherwise  they  should  have 
opposed    the    Resolution.      I     believe 
many  Members  left  the  House  under 
this  impression  before  the  dinner  hour, 
and  that  the  large  majority  of  Members 
believe     that     the     Government     has 
pledged  itself  to  carry  out  the  terms  of 
the  Resolution. 
*(10.15.)  Mr.  WILLIAM  GEORGE 
AINSLIE  (Lancashire,  N.  Lonsdale): 
It  appears  to  me  unfair  that  the  right  hon . 
Gentleman  should  be  asked  to  bring 
forward  a  Bill  embodying   the   Reso- 
lution because  that  Resolution  has  been 
adopted  by  the  House.     I  do  not  see 
that  this  involves  the  Government  in 
any   responsibility   in    regard    to    the 
bringing  in  of  a  Bill.     If  the  Govern- 
ment are  going  to  deal  with  these  pro- 
perties they  will  surely  either  have  to 
purchase  them  or  rent  them,  and   in 
regard  to  purchase  I  do  not  know  how 
it  can  be  done,  as  there  is  no  one  to 
whom   the  purchase  money    could   be 
handed  over.     As  to  renting,  it  rests 
with  Local   Authorities,   and  I  believe 
there  is  sufficient  public  spirit  in  ex- 
istence to  deal  with  the  matter.     At 
the  same  time,  I    do    say    that    the 
managers  of   these   schools  should  do 
all  they  could  to  facilitate  the  holding 
of  popular   meetings   in    country  dis- 
tricts. 
♦(10.20.)   Sm  RICHARD   TEMPLE 
(Worcester) :  An  hon.  Member  has  said 
that  the  Government  has  run  away  from 
its     undertaking    in     respect    to    the 

Mr.  Ritchie 


opening    of    village    schoolrooms  far 
public  meetings.      Now  I  do  not  w 
how  the  Government  can  be  chaipi 
with  running  away  from  itspledgtt,iDi 
I  think  the  hon.  Member  opposite endl 
be    equally    charged   with   absolutely 
shrinking  from  the  terms  of  the  Ben* 
lution   which  has  been  proposed,   h 
fact  instead  of  the  Government  running 
away  from  its  pledges  it  is  the  boo. 
Member  for   Saffron   Walden  who  ii 
running  away  from  his.     It  has  plainly 
been  indicated  by  the  Government  tbi 
they   will  support  a    Bill  if  it  ran 
brought  in   dealing  with  the  subjeflt, 
and  I  think,  therefore,  it  rests  with  the 
hon.  Member  to   bring  forward  torn 
proposal   for  legislation,  and  that  the 
responsibility   does   not   lie  with  tb 
Government.     There  is  time  at  the  dis- 
posal of   private  Members,  but  not  cf 
the  Government,  already  over-burdens). 
Safeguards,  too,  are  needed  in  a  HI 
relating  to  that  voluntary  system  whioh 
has  done  so  much  for  the  country. 

(10.24.)  Mr.  WILLIAM  JOB* 
STON  (Belfast,  S.) :  I  have  listen* 
with  great  interest  to  the  Debate, 
and  I  heartily  concur  in  the  ■* 
posal  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Sam* 
Walden  Division.  I  beg  to  tteat 
the  Government  for  having  so  cor- 
dially and  rightly  accepted  thft 
Motion  of  the  hon.  Member;  but  » 
the  last  few  minutes  I  have  noticed  u 
attempt  to  play  off  one  of  those  smart 
little  dodges  which  has  been  resorted 
to  once  or  twice  in  the  present  Seasioa. 
An  attempt  has  been  made  to  force  th» 
hand  of  the  Government,  and  * 
compel  them  to  undertake  a  Bl 
upon  this  subject.  Such  a  proceediaf 
ought,  in  my  opinion,  to  be  resists! 
I  am  happy  to  think  that  the  accepts** 
of  the  Resolution  will  in  Irdaai 
afford  an  opportunity  to  Orangem* 
of  meeting  in  rural  schoolrooms  to 
express  their  opinions  upon  tat 
subjects  of  the  day.  The  sharp  praflti* 
of    the  hon.   Member  for  the  Eod* 

Division 

Mr.  SPEAKER:  I  do  not  think  ft* 
the  hon.  Member  should  use  snob* 
phrase.  Such  an  expression  cannot  bt 
permitted. 

Mk.  JOHNSTON:  I  beg  to  withdia* 
the  words  I  have  used,  Mr.  Speak* 
But  still,  I  do  think  that  the  tea 
Member  was  trying  to  steal  a  mafafc 
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on  us,  and,  under  all  the  circum- 
mces,  I  feel  compelled  to  move  the 
ijoamment  of  the  Debate. 
The  Question  was  not  put. 

Mb.  SCHWANN:  I  beg  to  move 
tat  the  Question  be  now  put. 

Mb.  PHILIPPS :  I  move  that  the 
uestion  be  put. 

Mb.  SPEAKER  :  The  original  Ques- 
on  was  that  I  do  now  leave  the  Chair. 

(10.26.)  Mr.  WILLIAM  LAW- 
ENCE  (Liverpool,  Abercromby) : 
having  voted  in  favour  of  this  Motion 
MB  former  occasions,  I  am  glad  the 
overnment  have  accepted  the  Resolu- 
an  that  has  been  placed  before  the 
onse.  I,  therefore,  see  nothing  worth 
bile  fighting  about.     As  the  manager 

a  country  school,  I  have  to  say  that  I 
ive  found  no  difficulty  in  allowing 
■posing  Parties  to  use  the  school 
id  air  their  opinions  as  they 
ink  proper.  The  result  of  the 
Tangement  has  been  most  beneficial 
i  the  village  and  to  the  district  with 
hich  I  am  connected.  It  seems  to 
e  to  be  unreasonable  to  force  the 
overnment  upon  short  notice  to  add 

the  important  measures  already  in 
ifiir  programme  by  including  a  Bill 
abodying  the  Resolution  now  before 
ie  House.  Why  could  not  the  hon. 
iember  bring  in  a  BUI  himself?  Mo- 
ldy will  block  its  passage,  and  I  hope 
tat  the  hon.  Member  will  bring 
rward  the  matter.  I,  for  one,  shall 
i  heartily  glad  to  support  him. 

(10.28.)  Sib  E.  BIRKBECK  (Nor- 
lk,  N.) :  I  have  to  thank  the  Govern- 
ent,  on  behalf  of  the  Eastern 
aunties,  for  what  they  have  done  in 
gard  to  the  Kesolution  of  the  hon. 
Member.  But  is  it  to  be  understood 
tat  the  Government,  in  adopting  it, 
■e  to  introduce  a  Bill  embodying  it, 
id  so  to  set  aside  the  Small  Holdings 
ill  and  other  measures  that  they  have 
idertaken  ? 

Sib  WILLIAM  HARCOURT : 
i  the  hon.  Member  has  raised 
te  question,  I  can  save  some  time 
i  saying  that  the  Government  were 
edged  to  an  Educational  Rating  Bill 

their  own,  and  I  should  like  to  know 
aether  the  First  Lord  will  insert  a 
mse  giving  practical  effect  to  this 
^solution  ?     No  other  business  would 


thus  be  set  aside  ;  on  the  contrary,  the 
Government  would  be  making  this 
Resolution  and  its  fulfilment  part  of 
their  own  business. 

Sir  E.  BIRKBECK :  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  is  entirely  mistaken  if  he 
imagines  that  I  and  my  hon.  Friends 
are  going  to  allow  a  Bill  like  the  Small 
Holdings  Bill  to  be  put  aside  in  favour 
of  such  a  measure  as  this.  We  intend 
to  stick  firmly  to  our  guns  upon  this 
subject.  I  ask  hon.  Members 
opposite  to  quote  some  precedent  in 
support  of  the  action  which  the  sup- 
porters of  the  Resolution  have  taken. 

(10.29.)  Mr.  SAMUEL  HOARE 
(Norwich^ :  I  have  to  express  my 
appreciation  of  the  manner  in  which 
the  Government  has  dealt  with  the 
Resolution.  I  have  some  knowledge  of 
country  life  and  of  electioneering,  and 
I  have  always  found  it  to  be  a  great 
grievance  that  the  use  of  schools  was 
allowed  to  one  Party  and  not  to 
another.  It  is  most  desirable  that 
some  change  should  be  introduced,  and 
I  am,  therefore,  particularly  glad  to  hear 
the  views  of  the  Vice  President  of  the 
Council.  Since  legislation  was  neces- 
sary I  should  like  to  see  it  given  effect 
to  without  delay.  I  am,  however,  not 
surprised  that  the  Government  should 
hesitate  to  "undertake  the  responsi- 
bility of  bringing  in  another  Bill. 
I  had  hoped  that  the  hon.  Member 
would  have  brought  in  a  Bill  him- 
self, but  as  an  Educational  Rating 
Bill  is  about  to  be  brought  in  by  the 
Government,  I  wish  to  know  whether 
it  is  not  possible  for  the  Government 
to  bring  in  a  clause  giving  effect  to 
this  Resolution  ? 

(10.30.)  Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR  :  A 
number  of  appeals  have  been  made 
to  Her  Majesty's  Government  from 
several  quarters  of  the  House,  and 
this  circumstance  will,  perhaps,  serve  as 
my  excuse  for  asking  permission  for 
again  interfering  in  the  discussion. 
Unfortunately  the  speech  which  I  de- 
livered an  hour-and-a-half  ago  was 
heard  by  a  comparatively  thin  House, 
and  I  think  few  hon.  Members  now 
present  are  really  aware  of  the 
original  cause  of  the  present  dispute. 
I  expressed  my  hope  on  the  part  of 
the  Government  that  the  Resolution 
and  the  Debate  which  had  taken  place 
might  have  an  effect  upon  every 
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manager  of   a  school  throughout  the 
United  Kingdom,  and  induce  him  to 
allow  the  school  to  be  used  for  every 
legitimate    purpose.     And    I    pointed 
out  that  when  the  Bill,  that  I  thought 
was  going    to    be  introduced  by  the 
hon.  Gentleman  opposite,  was  brought 
forward  we  should  have  to  deal  with 
a  considerable  number  of  difficulties 
which  I  then  enumerated — difficulties 
partly    depending  upon  such  subjects 
as  the   necessity  for  forbidding  secu- 
larist meetings  in  schools,  partly  de- 
pending upon  the  necessity  for  dealing 
with    the    danger  of    damage  to  the 
schools  by   those  who  used  them  for 
public   meetings  or    other  gatherings, 
And  partly  depending  upon  the  diffi- 
culty in  Ireland  of  dealing  with  schools 
under    the    National     Board,    which 
receive      larger      contributions     than 
schools  in  England,  and  partly  depend- 
ing upon  the  difficulty  of  dealing  with 
schools  under  the  management  of  the 
nuns  in   Ireland.     And  I  pointed  out 
in   the   most  friendly  spirit   the  diffi- 
culties that  the  hon.  Gentleman  would 
have  to   encounter  in  introducing  his 
Bill.     These  remarks  of  mine  gave  rise 
to   a  discussion,  and  in  the  course  of 
this  discussion   lion.   Gentlemen  oppo- 
site appear  to  be  under  the  impression 
— honestly   and   fairly   formed,   I   am 
sure — that  my  right  hon.   Friend  the 
Vice    President    of   the  Council    had 
made  a  promise  to  bring  in  a  Bill.   My 
right  hon.  Friend  is  not  conscious  of 
having  made  any  such  promise  at  all. 
However,  I  now  understand    for   the 
first  time  that  it  is  supposed  that  it  is 
the  Government  that  are  going  to  bring 
in  the  Bill,  and  that  it  is  not  the  hon. 
Gentleman  opposite  who   is   going  to 
have  the  well-deserved  credit  of  draft- 
ing the  measure.     Now,  I  wish  simply 
to  say  that  the  only  objection  which 
the  Government  have  to  deal  with  the 
extraordinary  difficulties  of  this  ques- 
tion is  the  difficulty  of  time.     We  are 
now    engaged — if    I    may  venture  to 
enumerate  them  to  the  House  without 
breach  of  Order — we  are  now  engaged 
upon  a  very  critical   Irish  Education 
Bill,  a  Bill  for  Distributing  the  Grant 
in  Scotland,  a  Small  Holdings  Bill,  an 
Irish  Local  Government  Bill,  and  upon 
a  Bill  for  regulating  the  procedure  of 
Private  Bill  Legislation,  and  some  other 
measures  of  really  first-rate  importance 

Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour 


— and  all   I    have    mentioned  are  i 

addition  to  Supply.     Now,  everybod; 

knows    that    the    Government  lum 

nominally  command  of  a  certain  par 

tion  of  the  time  of  the  House.    But,* 

a  matter  of  fact,  no  Government  thai 

ever  existed  has  been  able  to  carry 

more  than  a  certain  percentage  evea 

of  the  important  measures  introduced 

in  any  Session.     It    appears  to  me, 

therefore,  with  all  respect  to  the  hoo. 

Gentleman,  that  probably  there  might 

be  a  better  chance  for  his  Besohba 

being  embodied  in  an  operative  Bill  if 

it  were  brought  in  by  a  private  Member 

than  if    it    were  brought    in  by  the 

Government  at  the  end  of  a  list  of 

measures,    none    of    which    could  k 

dropped  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  n 

a  Bill  dealing  with  this  question,  ui 

this  question  alone.      Everybody  wi 

admit  that.     Now,  I  understand  thai 

a  proposal  has  come,  not  from  an  has. 

Friend  of  my  own  behind  me,  but  fan 

an  hon.  Gentleman  opposite — a  ngbfc 

hon.    Gentleman    opposite — that  n 

should    graft    upon     the     EducatM 

Bating  Bill   some  provisions  deibf 

with  this  question.     Now,  I  certairif 

have  gathered,  from  a  faint  but  t&qflt 

cant  indication  coming  from  the  boa 

Gentleman,  that  the  Education  Btfaf 

Bill  was    a   Bill    that    was  going  H 

be  violently  opposed.    Well,  it  «• 

— what    shall    I     say  ? — most   po- 

tesque  for  the  Government  to  appeal 

to  a   Bill    hon.    Gentlemen  oppoab 

objected    to,  a   measure  which  frf 

desire    to    accept;   because  it 

compel  them,  in  order  to  get  what  thef 

wanted,  to  swallow  what  they  did  n# 

want.     Now,  I  distinctly  and  aatbori* 

tatively    understand    from    what  to 

fallen  from  hon.   Gentlemen 

that  they  are  prepared  to  accept  L 

Bating  of  Schools  Bill  if  we  are  abb  * 

add  to  it  a  measure  dealing  with  (V* 

particular  question.  Now  that  I 

stand  that,  I  will  endeavour,  wi , 

right  hon.  Friend  the  President  of  I* 
Local  Government  Board,  and  my  i'^ 
hon.  Friend  the  Vice  President  of 
Council,  conjointly  to  frame  a 
which  shall  carry  into  effect  the*  M 
objects  ;  which  I  understand  now  D 
be  desired  equally  by  both  sides  of  til 
House,  namely,  the  relief,  to  a  cert* 
extent,  of  voluntary  schools  from  ratty 
and  the  opening  of  voluntary  acta*  T* 
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'  all  legitimate  public  meetings  and 
*  all  the  legitimate  purposes  contem- 
ned by  the  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite. 
l  that  understanding  I  am  perfectly 
iisfied  for  the  purpose  of  finishing  the 
siring  with  great  harmony,  to  en- 
avour  to  frame  a  Bill  which  shall,  on 
98e  lines,  meet  the  desires  of  every- 
dy  in  the  House. 

(10.35.)  Sir  W.  HARCOURT :  With 
9 same  desire  as  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
id,  I  ask  the  indulgence  of  the  House 
r  a  very  few  minutes  to  just  refer  to 
5  extremely  ingenious  proposal.  With- 
t  desiring  to  introduce  any  cbntro- 
rsial  matter  at  all,  I  shall  only  say 
at  this  unfortunate  cloud  which  has 
isen  in  the  serene  sky  was  mainly 
le  to  the  interference  of  Jupiter  him- 
If ,  because  so  long  as  a  lesser  light 
led  the  night,  and  the  Vice  President 

the  Council  had  addressed  the 
ouse,  we  were  all  agreed,  and  we 
are  perfectly  satisfied  with  the  course 
B  Government  had  taken.  It 
is     not      until     the     First     Lord 

the  Treasury  made  a  speech  of  a 
jhly  sceptical  character  with  reference 
the  Bill,  pointing  out  the  difficulties 
d  almost  the  impossibility,  with  a 
ctain  gusto  on  his  part,  with  which 
y  hon.  Friend  who  moved  the  Reso- 
aon  would  be  met,  that  we  began — 
I  may  use  a  vulgar  phrase — to  smell 
rat,  and  understand  exactly  the  game 
B  Government  were  playing.  They 
ought  they  could  accept  the  Resolu- 
m  and  then  leave  my  hon.  Friend 
B  Member  for  Saffron  Walden  in  a 
©ition  in  which  they  knew  very  well 
thing  would  come  from  it.  Nobody 
*o  knows  this  House  can  suppose 
rfously  that  my  hon.  Friend  the 
snaber  for  Saffron  Walden,  would 
ye  the  smallest  chance  of  passing  a 
*vate  Bill  on  that  subject.  Well,  then 
\  the  first  time  after  the  speeeh  of  the 
St  Lord  of  the  Treasury  we  saw  that 
1  Government  meant  to  have  as  little 
«o  with  it  as  possible  ;  and  that  is 
1  Reason  my  hon.  Friend  the  Member 
Saffron  Walden  desires  to  have  an 
Session  of  opinion  on  the  part  of 
(  House  that  the  Government  ought 
^ke  it  in  hand.  Well,  the  Govern- 
**t  have  declared  their  desire  to  carry 

this  Resolution,  and,  therefore,  we 
assured  that  they  have  no  objection 
principle  in  carrying  it   out.      The 


only  question  with  them  is  the  question 
of  time.  Very  well,  so  far  we  are  all 
agreed.  Then,  coming  to  the  Edu<» 
cation  Rating  Bill  of  the  Government, 
if  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  thinks 
we  are  going  to  enter  into  a  bargain 
with  reference  to  the  remaining  clauses 
of  the  Bill,  he  is  entirely  mistaken — 
if  he  thinks  we  are  going  to  be  gambled 
out  of  it,  and  that  he  will  remove  all 
objections  with  regard  to  the  other 
clauses  of  the  Bill  by  introducing  a 
clause  with  which  both  sides  of  the 
House  agree.  He  has  no  right 
to  ask  from  us  as  a  considera- 
tion for  introducing  a  clause  with 
which  he  agrees  that  we  shall 
support  a  clause  to  which  we  are 
opposed.  If  it  were  true  that  one  side 
was  agreed  upon  one  and  opposed  to 
the  other  and  vice  versa,  there  might 
be  some  sense  in  that ;  but  where  it  is  a 
clause  with  which  both  sides  of  the 
House,  agree,  it  is  only  reasonable  to 
ask  the  Government,  having  possession 
of  the  time  of  the  House,  that  it  should 
introduce  into  the  Bill  a  clause  with 
which  we  are  assured  both  sides  of  the 
House  will  concur.  Now,  upon  that 
basis  we  can  perfectly  agree.  I  am 
sure  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  only 
indulging  in  a  pleasant  irony  when  he 
attempted  to  impose  upon  us  the  con 
dition  of  not  opposing  the  other  clauses 
of  his  Bill  if  he  should  introduce  this 
clause  into  his  Bill.  If  we  can  under- 
stand now  that  he  will  introduce  a 
clause  into  it  that  should  express 
the  general  feeling  of  the  House  on  the 
subject,  I  think  the  House  would  be 

fl&it  i  sfi  t*d 

-(10.42.)  Viscount  CRANBORNE 
(Lancashire,  N.E.,  Darwen) :  I  beg  to 
propose  the  Amendment  placed  on 
the  Paper  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Wigan,  that  the  words  in  "  rural  dis- 
tricts" be  inserted  after  the  word 
"  that "  in  line  5.  As  the  Resolution 
now  stands  it  begins  by  reciting  that 
there  is  a  want  of  room  in  rural  dis- 
tricts. That  would  seem  to  imply  that 
any  alteration  in  the  law  which  is  pro- 
posed would  apply  to  rural  districts 
and  rural  districts  only,  but  that  is  not 
so,  as  it  appears  in  the  Resolution  as  it 
stands.  I  am  sure  the  hon.  Member 
for  Saffron  Walden  would  agree  that  it 
is  not  so  if  'his  attention  were  called  to 
it.     I  object,  for  my  own  part,  to  the 
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manager  of   a  school  throughout  the 
United  Kingdom,  and  induce  him  to 
allow  the  school  to  be  used  for  every 
legitimate    purpose.     And    I    pointed 
out  that  when  the  Bill,  that  I  thought 
was  going    to    be  introduced  by  the 
hon.  Gentleman  opposite,  was  brought 
forward  we  should  have  to  deal  with 
a  considerable  number  of  difficulties 
which  I  then  enumerated — difficulties 
partly   depending  upon  such  subjects 
as  the  necessity  for  forbidding  secu- 
larist  meetings  in  schools,  partly  de- 
pending upon  the  necessity  for  dealing 
with    the    danger  of    damage  to  the 
schools  by  those  who  used  them  for 
public  meetings  or    other  gatherings, 
and  partly  depending  upon  the  diffi- 
culty in  Ireland  of  dealing  with  schools 
under    the    National     Board,    which 
receive      larger      contributions     than 
schools  in  England,  and  partly  depend- 
ing upon  the  difficulty  of  dealing  with 
schools  under  the  management  of  the 
nuns  in   Ireland.     And  I  pointed  out 
in  the   most  friendly  spirit  the  diffi- 
culties that  the  hon.  Gentleman  would 
have  to  encounter  in  introducing  his 
Bill.     These  remarks  of  mine  gave  rise 
to  a  discussion,  and  in  the  course  of 
this  discussion  hon.  Gentlemen  oppo- 
site appear  to  be  under  the  impression 
— honestly   and  fairly   formed,   I   am 
sure — that  my  right  hon.   Friend  the 
Vice    President    of   the  Council    had 
made  a  promise  to  bring  in  a  Bill.   My 
right  hon.  Friend  is  not  conscious  of 
having  made  any  such  promise  at  all. 
However,  I  now  understand    for   the 
first  time  that  it  is  supposed  that  it  is 
the  Government  that  are  going  to  bring 
in  the  Bill,  and  that  it  is  not  the  hon. 
Gentleman  opposite  who  is   going  to 
have  the  well-deserved  credit  of  draft- 
ing the  measure.     Now,  I  wish  simply 
to  say  that  the  only  objection  which 
the  Government  have  to  deal  with  the 
extraordinary  difficulties  of  this  ques- 
tion is  the  difficulty  of  time.     We  are 
now    engaged — if    I    may  venture  to 
enumerate  them  to  the  House  without 
breach  of  Order — we  are  now  engaged 
upon  a  very  critical  Irish  Education 
Bill,  a  Bill  for  Distributing  the  Grant 
in  Scotland,  a  Small  Holdings  Bill,  an 
Irish  Local  Government  Bill,  and  upon 
a  Bill  for  regulating  the  procedure  of 
Private  Bill  Legislation,  and  some  other 
measures  of  really  first-rate  importance 

Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour 


— and  all   I    have    mentioned  are  in 
addition  to  Supply.     Now,  everybody 
knows    that     the     Government    have 
nominally  command  of  a  certain  por- 
tion of  the  time  of  the  House.    But,  as 
a  matter  of  fact,  no  Government  that 
ever  existed   has  been  able  to   carry 
more  than  a  certain  percentage  even 
of  the  important  measures  introduced 
in   any   Session.     It    appears   to   me, 
therefore,  with  all  respect  to  the  hon. 
Gentleman,  that  probably  there  might 
be  a  better  chance  for  his  Resolution 
being  embodied  in  an  operative  Bill  if 
it  were  brought  in  by  a  private  Member 
than  if    it    were  brought    in  by  the 
Government  at  the  end  of  a  list   of 
measures,    none    of    which    could   be 
dropped  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  in 
a  Bill  dealing  with  this  question,  and 
this  question  alone.      Everybody  will 
admit  that.     Now,  I  understand  that 
a  proposal  has  come,  not  from  an  hon. 
Friend  of  my  own  behind  me,  but  from 
an  hon.  Gentleman  opposite — a  right 
hon.    Gentleman    opposite — that    we 
should    graft    upon    the     Education 
Bating  Bill   some  provisions    dealing 
with  this  question.      Now,  I  certainly 
have  gathered,  from  a  faint  but  signifi- 
cant indication  coming  from  the  hon. 
Gentleman,  that  the  Education  Bating 
Bill  was    a    Bill    that    was  going  to 
be  violently  opposed.     Well,  it  seems 
— what    shall    I     say  ? — most     gro- 
tesque for  the  Government  to  append 
to   a   Bill    hon.    Gentlemen   opposite 
objected    to,   a   measure  which    they 
desire    to    accept;    because   it    would 
compel  them,  in  order  to  get  what  they 
wanted,  to  swallow  what  they  did  not 
want.     Now,  I  distinctly  and  authori- 
tatively   understand    from    what  has 
fallen  from  hon.   Gentlemen  opposite 
that  they  are  prepared  to  accept  the 
Bating  of  Schools  Bill  if  we  are  able  to 
add  to  it  a  measure  dealing  with  this 
particular  question.  Now  that  I  under- 
stand that,  I  will  endeavour,  with  my 
right  hon.  Friend  the  President  of  the 
Local  Government  Board,  and  my  right 
hon.  Friend  the  Vice  President  of  the 
Council,    conjointly    to  frame  a  Bill 
which  shall  carry  into  effect  these  two 
objects ;  which  I  understand  now  to 
be  desired  equally  by  both  sides  of  the 
House,  namely,  the  relief,  to  a  certain 
extent,  of  voluntary  schools  from  rating, 
and  the  opening  of  voluntary  schools 
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for  all  legitimate  public  meetings  and 
for  all  the  legitimate  purposes  contem- 
plated by  the  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite. 
On  that  understanding  I  am  perfectly 
satisfied  for  the  purpose  of  finishing  the 
evening  with  great  harmony,  to  en- 
deavour to  frame  a  Bill  which  shall,  on 
these  lines,  meet  the  desires  of  every- 
body in  the  House. 

(10.35.)  Sir  W.  HABCOUBT :  With 
the  same  desire  as  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man, I  ask  the  indulgence  of  the  House 
for  a  very  few  minutes  to  just  refer  to 
his  extremely  ingenious  proposal.  With- 
out desiring  to  introduce  any  contro- 
rersial  matter  at  all,  1   shall  only  say 
that  this  unfortunate  cloud  which  has 
arisen  in  the  serene  sky  was  mainly 
due  to  the  interference  of  Jupiter  him- 
self, because  so .  long  as  a  lesser  light 
ruled  the  night,  and  the  Vice  President 
of    the    Council    had    addressed    the 
House,   we  were  all  agreed,    and  we 
were  perfectly  satisfied  with  the  course 
the      Government     had     taken.       It 
was      not     until     the     First     Lord 
of  the  Treasury  made  a  speech  of  a 
highly  sceptical  character  with  reference 
to  the  Bill,  pointing  out  the  difficulties 
and  almost  the    impossibility,  with  a 
certain  gusto  on  his  part,  with  which 
my  hon.  Friend  who  moved  the  Reso- 
lution would  be  met,  that  we  began — 
if  I  may  use  a  vulgar  phrase — to  smell 
a  rat,  and  understand  exactly  the  game 
the  Government  were  playing.     They 
thought  they  could  accept  the  Resolu- 
tion  and  then  leave  my  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  Saffron  Walden  in  a 
position  in  which  they  knew  very  well 
nothing  would  come  from  it.     Nobody 
who   knows  this  House   can  suppose 
seriously  that    my    hon.    Friend    the 
Member  for    Saffron   Walden,   would 
have  the  smallest  chance  of  passing  a 
Private  Bill  on  that  subject.    Well,  then 
for  the  first  time  after  the  speeeh  of  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  we  saw  that 
the  Government  meant  to  have  as  little 
to  do  with  it  as  possible  ;  and  that  is 
the  reason  my  hon.  Friend  the  Member 
for  Saffron  Walden  desires  to  have  an 
expression  of  opinion  on  the   part  of 
the  House  that  the  Government  ought 
to  take  it  in  hand.     Well,  the  Govern- 
ment have  declared  their  desire  to  carry 
oat  this  Resolution,  and,  therefore,  we 
toe  assured  that  they  have  no  objection 
on  principle  in  carrying  it   out.      The 


only  question  with  them  is  the  question 
of  time.  Very  well,  so  far  we  are  ail 
agreed.  Then,  coming  to  the  Edu- 
cation Bating  Bill  of  the  Government, 
if  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  thinks 
we  are  going  to  enter  into  a  bargain 
with  reference  to  the  remaining  clauses 
of  the  Bill,  he  is  entirely  mistaken — 
if  he  thinks  we  are  going  to  be  gambled 
out  of  it,  and  that  he  will  remove  all 
objections  with  regard  to  the  other 
clauses  of  the  Bill  by  introducing  a 
clause  with  which  both  sides  of  the 
House  agree.  He  has  no  right 
to  ask  from  us  as  a  considera- 
tion for  introducing  a  clause  with 
which  he  agrees  that  we  shall 
support  a  clause  to  which  we  are 
opposed.  If  it  were  true  that  one  side 
was  agreed  upon  one  and  opposed  to 
the  other  and  vice  versa,  there  might 
be  some  sense  in  that ;  but  where  it  is  a 
clause  with  which  both  sides  of  the 
House,  agree,  it  is  only  reasonable  to 
ask  the  Government,  having  possession 
of  the  time  of  the  House,  that  it  should 
introduce  into  the  Bill  a  clause  with 
which  we  are  assured  both  sides  of  the 
House  will  concur.  Now,  upon  that 
basis  we  can  perfectly  agree.  I  am 
sure  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  only 
indulging  in  a  pleasant  irony  when  he 
attempted  to  impose  upon  us  the  con 
dition  of  not  opposing  the  other  clauses 
of  his  Bill  if  he  should  introduce  this 
clause  into  his  Bill.  If  we  can  under- 
stand now  that  he  will  introduce  a 
clause  into  it  that  should  express 
the  general  feeling  of  the  House  on  the 
subject,  I  think  the  House  would  be 

Rfl.f"  1 QI1  P*(i 

*(10.42.)  Viscount  CBANBOBNE 
(Lancashire,  N.E.,  Darwen) :  I  beg  to 
propose  the  Amendment  placed  on 
the  Paper  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Wigan,  that  the  words  in  "  rural  dis- 
tricts" be  inserted  after  the  word 
"  that "  in  line  5.  As  the  Besolution 
now  stands  it  begins  by  reciting  that 
there  is  a  want  of  room  in  rural  dis- 
tricts. That  would  seem  to  imply  that 
any  alteration  in  the  law  which  is  pro- 
posed would  apply  to  rural  districts 
and  rural  districts  only,  but  that  is  not 
so,  as  it  appears  in  the  Besolution  as  it 
stands.  I  am  sure  the  hon.  Member 
for  Saffron  Walden  would  agree  that  it 
is  not  so  if  "his  attention  were  called  to 
it.     I  object,  for  my  own  part,  to  the 
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schools  being  thrown  open  universally, 
and  for  this  very  good  reason,  that  the 
grievance    only    exists    in     the    rural 
districts.     For  my  own  part,  I  know 
that    in    the    last    Election    of    1886 
I    had    the    obligation    thrown    upon 
me  to  address  several  meetings  in  the 
open  air,  but   it  was  balmy   summer 
weather.     In  the  winter,  of  course,  it 
would  be  different.      It  is  not  often, 
however,  in  rural  districts,  that  you 
have  a  numerous  audience  to  listen  to 
you.  In  these  country  districts  perhaps 
a  couple  of    hundred    people    gather 
round  the  chair    where   the   speaker 
stands,   and  he  has  no    difficulty  in 
making  his  voice  heard.     The  grievance 
does  not,  therefore,  exist  in  the  rural  dis- 
tricts in  the  summer  time,  but  in  the* 
winter  time  no  doubt  a  difficulty  does 
arise.     In  the  toSvns  a  totally  different 
state  of  circumstances  at  once  appears, 
but  there  is  no  difficulty  whatever  in 
finding  room.    (Cries  of    "  Oh  !"  and 
Yes!")    I  submit  there  is  very    little 
difficulty    at    all.      I  venture  to  say 
that     in     the     town     of       Darwen, 
which   is  the  principal   town  in    the 
constituency     which      I      have     the 
honour  to  represent,  no  person  would 
'.have  a  difficulty  in  finding  room  to 
address  the  electors.      But,  supposing 
there  is  a  difficulty,  I  do  not  think 
there  is  any  claim  on   the  voluntary 
schools  of  the  district;  because  there 
is  a  collection  of  rich  ratepayers  who 
have  plenty  of  money  to  erect  a  suitable 
building  if  they  want  it.     The  difficulty, 
therefore,    applies   to   rural   districts, 
and  to  rural  districts  .only,  and,  there- 
fore, the  words  should  be  inserted  in 
the  Eesolution. 

Mb.  GARDNER :  I  believe  this  is  an 
Amendment  which  we  cannot  accept. 
It  is  perfectly  true  that  the  words  "  in 
rural  districts  "  as  put  in  the  Preamble 
of  my  Resolution  might  convey  to  the 
House  that  it  was  only  intended  that 
the  Resolution  should  apply  to  rural 
districts.  So  far  as  I  am  concerned  it 
was  my  intention  that  the  operation  of 
this  Resolution  should  be  confined  to  the 
rural  districts  in  which,  to  my  know- 
ledge, there  is  a  very  pressing  need ; 
but  when  the  Resolution  hats  been 
accepted  by  the  Government  in  a 
wider  sense,  and  when  thejy  have 
decided  that  it  should  extendf  to  the 
urban   districts,   I   think  it  is  \  a  little 
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hard  of  the  noble  Lord   to  move  an 
Amendment  which  restricts  it  to  the 
rural  districts.     For  my  part,  I  cannot 
accept  the  Amendment ;  and  after  the 
way    in    which    the    Resolution    was 
accepted  by  them  I  cannot  believe  that 
Her  Majesty's  Government  will  accept 
the  Amendment,  as  it  would  absolutely 
conflict  with  the  intention  they  had 
in  accepting  the  Resolution. 
♦(10.55.)    Mr.    CAMPBELL  -  BAN- 
NERMAN    (Stirling,    &c.)  :    I    agree 
with  what  has  fallen  from  my  hon. 
Friend  who  has  just  sat  down.     It  is 
on  principle  we  claim  this  right ;  and 
that  principle  extends  to  the    urban 
districts  quite  as  much  as  to  the  rural 
districts.     There  can  be  no  distinction. 
No  doubt  in   towns  there  are    larger 
opportunities  for  finding  other  places 
for    meetings    than    in    the    country. 
But  it    is    the    principle    we    insist 
upon ;      and     that    principle,     as     I 
understand    it,   has    been    practically 
accepted  by  the  Government.      I  was 
obliged  to  use  the  words  "  as  I  under- 
stand it,"  because  it  so  happens  that  I 
was  not    present    during    the    entire 
Debate;  and  how  was    I  employed? 
I  was  employed  in  possibly  the  less  im- 
portant business  of  addressing  a  public 
meeting  in  a  country,  district  not  far 
from  London,  as  may  be  inferred  by 
my  presence  here  ;   and  the  meeting 
was  held  in  a  large  room  belonging  to  a 
Board  school,  where  we  had  one  of  the 
most  comfortable  and  orderly  and  con-* 
venient    meetings    that    I  have    ever: 
attended;  and  I  could  not  help  thinking,  \ 
when  I  enjoyed    that  opportunity  of* 
saying    the    best    I    could    for    Her; 
Majesty's   Government,   what  a  com-; 
ment      my      experience      was      upottj 
the     Motion     of     my     hon.     Friend' 
behind  me,   because,   if  this  had  not 
been  a  Board  school — if  there  had  not 
been  a  School  Board  in  this  locality—, 
perhaps  we  should  have  been  compelled  ] 
to  hold  our  meeting  in  some  fusty  old 
room,  where  we  should  have  sufierel 
the  greatest  discomfort.     I  hope  thti 
Government  will  stand  by  the  arrange 
ment  they  have  come  to,  and  that  they 
will  not  accept  the  modification  tilt 
noble  Lord  has  proposed. 

(10.64.)    Mr.    A.    J.    BALFOUB: 
I    must   congratulate    the   right  hon* 
Gentleman    upon   the    agreeable  wajr 
in    which    he    has    spent   the    even— 
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ing   in     addressing    a   meeting,    and 
upon    the    admirable    accommodation 
provided  for  him  elsewhere ;  but  I  wish 
be  had  been  here  at  an  earlier  part  of 
the  Debate,    because  he  would  have 
learned  that  the  real  reason  of  our  dis- 
cussing this  question  so  much  longer 
than  anyone    expected  was  this :    we 
were  all  agreed  as  to  this  proposal  in 
substance,     but   that    it    was    rather 
difficult  to  carry  it  out  in  detail.     That 
is  really   what  occurred.      My  noble 
.friend    behind    me     has     moved     an 
Amendment.     No  doubt  he  based  his 
argument,  and  I  think  rightly,  on  the 
fact  that  there  was  more  necessity  for 
room  in  rural  districts  than  in  urban  dis- 
tricts.    At  the  same  time,  I  am  quite 
prepared  to  admit  that  there  is  a  want 
of   suitable    accommodation    in    some 
urban  districts,  as  has  been  pointed  out 
by    one     hon.    Gentleman,    the    hon. 
Member  for  St.  Pancras,  who  has  told 
us  that  in  his  division  there  really  was 
not    suitable  accommodation.     There- 
fore, I   am  decidedly  of  opinion  that, 
while  it  is  true  that  it  is  in  rural  dis- 
tricts chiefly  that  there  is  a  necessity, 
that  necessity  is  not  confined  to  rural 
districts ;  and  that  we  cannot  introduce 
into   this  Resolution    an   Amendment 
confining  it  to  the  rural  districts.    That 
only  illustrates  the  extraordinary  diffi- 
culty of  dealing  with  this  question.    I 
conceive,  however,  that  if  you  give  an 
unrestricted  right  to  use  the  schools  in 
urban  districts,  you  will  give  the  right 
not  only  to  the  politician,  but  to  every- 
one who   wishes    to    make   profit,  or 
trade,  or  anything  else  by  discussion  at 
•  meeting  to  go  to  a  schoolroom  and 
hold  it  there,  as  the  cheapest  place  of 
the  kind  to  be  had.     The  West  End 
Socialists,  and  other  gentlemen  of  very 
extravagant    views  which     are    com- 
monly held,  there  can  be  no  doubt, 
in    the     urban    districts,    will     claim 
die    use    of     the     cheapest     rooms. 
In  urban  districts  no  doubt  the  cheapest 
available  rooms  would  be  the  schools,  if 
ttsy  were  placed  by  Parliament  at  the 
disposal    of    the    people    for    nothing 
beyond  the  cost  of  the  expense  incurred, 
tat  that  is  probably  a  thing  to  which 
Parliament  will    not    assent    without 
Imitation.     It  would  be  very  difficult 
tor  the  House  to  lay  down  as  an  abso- 
lute principle,  to  which  no  exception  is 
to  be  made,  that  public  schools  sub- 


vented  by  the  State,  should  be  handed 
over  to  any  persons  who  desired  to  hold 
a  meeting,  in  face  of  the  fact  that  their 
principle  would  apply  to  the  convent 
schools  in  Ireland,  which  receive  the 
largest  subventions  from  the  State. 
That  being  so,  I  would  advise  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  not  to  place  his  prin- 
ciple too  highly.  But,  Sir,  the  object 
with  which  I  rose  was  to  recommend 
■my  noble  Friend  behind  me  (Viscount 
Cranborne)  and  others,  who  have  put 
down  Amendments,  to  withdraw  them, 
on  the  distinct  understanding  that  this 
Eesolution  is  to  be  allowed  to  pass 
without  any  Amendment,  because  I 
believe  that  it  is  impossible  within  the 
scope  of  a  Eesolution  to  introduce  all 
the  safeguards  which  will  be  found 
absolutely  necessary  when  the  unfortu- 
nate draftsman  begins  to  deal  with 
the  complicated  problems  which  will 
have  to  be  faced  and  dealt  with  before 
the  principle  of  this  Resolution  can  be 
embodied  in  an  Act  of  Parliament.  In 
the  meanwhile,  Sir,  whilst  it  is  dis- 
tinctly understood  that  we  accept  this 
Resolution  without  addition  or  amend- 
ment, I  would  strongly  recommend  my 
Friends  not  to  press  their  Amendments 
on  the  present  occasion. 

Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT:  Sir, 
we  ought  most  distinctly  to  understand 
what  the  precise  position  of  the 
Government  is  in  reference  to  this  mat- 
ter. They  will  not  undertake  to  do  what 
their  own  supporters  have  asked  them 
to  do,  and  what  the  Member  for 
Norwich  (Mr.  S.  Hoare),  particularly 
pressed  them  to  do,  namely,  deal  with 
this  in  the  Education  (Rating)  Bill.  If 
that  were  done  there  would  be 
no  necessity  for  the  Amendment  of 
my  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Eccles 
(Mr.  Roby)  being  pressed.  But  the 
unfortunate  thing  is  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  in  speech  after  speech  has  one 
sentence  in  favour  of  the  Resolution 
and  a  dozen  sentences  against  it,  and 
it  is  that  fact  which  accounts  for  all 
our  difficulties.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  insisted  upon  the 
enormous  difficulties  and  has  enlarged 
upon  every  point,  and  the  almost  im- 
possibility of  it,  and  a  Resolution 
accepted  in  that  spirit  will  certain  .y 
never  be  effective.  If  the  Re- 
solution   had   been    accepted     in  the 
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spirit  manifested  by  the  Vice  President 
of  the  Council,  it  would  have  been  a 
different  thing.  But  while  professing 
frankly  to  accept  the  Resolution,  the 
Leader  of  the  House  has  adopted  a 
disparaging  tone  and  raised  every  con- 
ceivable phantom  against  carrying  it 
out.  Everything  he  has  said  to- 
night is  against  the  Resolution. 

Mb.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  No,  not 
against  the  Resolution. 

Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT :  Wall, 
at  any  rate,  against  the  possibility  of  its 
being  carried  out.  Sir,  a  man  who 
does  not  believe  in  the  possibility  of  a 
thing  never  carries  it  out.  The  only- 
object  of  the  addition  moved  by  the 
Member  for  Eccles  is  to  have  some 
distinct  understanding  from  the 
Government  that  they  really  mean  to 
do  what  they  can  to  ensure  that  this 
Resolution  is  carried  out.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  has  not  told  us 
whether  the  Government  mean  to  insert 
clauses  in  the  Education  Rating  Bill, 
and  on  that  point  we  are  entitled  to 
assurances,  because  upon  that  we  may 
come  to  terms.  Why  have  we  not  had 
those  assurances?  Because  everybody 
knows  that  the  object  of  the  Govern- 
ment is  to  delay,  and  ultimately  to  de- 
feat, this  Resolution.  That  will  be 
thoroughly  understood  inside  of  this 
House  and  out  of  it.  On  our  part  we 
frankly  understand  the  meaning  and 
object  of  these  manoeuvres.  But,  Sir, 
even  now  if  the  Government  will  come 
frankly  forward  and  say,  "  We  will 
accept  this  Resolution,  and  will  do  our 
best  to  carry  it  out,"  this  Debate  ought 
to  come,  and  would  come,  to  an  end. 

•Mr.  RITCHIE:  Sir,  I  do  not  think 
that  the  tone  of  the  remarks  of  the  right 
lion.  Gentleman  is  altogether  calculated 
to  bring  this  discussion  to  a  speedy  or 
an  amicable  close.  The  right  lion. 
Gentleman  imputed  to  my  hon.  Friends 
beside  and  behind  me  a  desire  to  delay 
and  defeat  this  Resolution  by  moving 
Amendments.  But,  Sir,  all  these 
Amendments  were  on  the  Paper, 
whereas  the  friends  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  have  got  up  at  the  last 
moment  and  moved  Amendments 
which  are  not  on  the  Paper. 

Mr.  ROBY  :  I  have  not  moved  an 
Amendment ;  [  have  only  given  notice 
that  I  would  move. 

Sir  William  Harcotirt 


Mr.  RITCHIE :  Well,  I  will  substi- 
tute the  words  "  proposes  to  move  "  lor 
the  word  "  move  "  ;  and  I  will  say  that 
the  hon.  Gentleman  proposes  to  more  a 
Resolution  which  is  not  on  the  Paper, 
and  as  to  which  we  had  not  the  smallest 
notion  a  couple  of  hours  ago.  And  yet 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Derby  brings  against  my  hon. 
Friends  behind  me  a  charge  of 
obstruction,  although  he  has  not- 
addressed  one  single  word  of  remon- 
strance to  his  hon.  Friend  behind  him 
for  moving  an  Amendment  that  is  not 
on  the  Paper, 

Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT:  The 
Amendment  of  my  hon.  Friend  arose 
out  of  the  speech  of  the  Leader  of  the 
House.  He  eould  not  have  given 
notice  of  it. 

Mr.  RITCHIE :  There  was  nothing: 
in  the  Resolution  which  imposed  on 
any  one  the  duty  of  carrying  it  out,. 
and,  therefore,  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  moment  the  Government  ac- 
cepted the  Resolution,  which  is  as  much 
as  is  ever  done  in  such  cases,  put  up- 
one  of  his  supporters  to  move  a  new 
and  most  important  Amendment,  and 
that  at  the  eleventh  hour.  What  is  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman's  warrant  for  so 
unprecedented  a  proceeding?  It  is  be- 
cause my  right  hon.  Friend,  in  accept- 
ing the  Resolution,  alluded  to  the 
many  points  of  difficulty  that  would 
attend  its  enforcement.  Would  the- 
right  hon.  Gentleman  have  wished  that 
my  right  hon.  Friend  should  have 
deceived  the  House  by  saying  the- 
matter  was  easy  to  deal  with?  It 
never  was  in  the  mind  of  my  right  hon. 
Friend  not  to  do  everything  that  could 
possibly  be  done  to  give  effect  to  the 
Resolution.  There  was  every  inten- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  Government  to 
give  effect  to  it.  There  is  another 
point.  The  Leader  of  the  House,  ia 
answer  to  the  appeals  made  to  him 
from  both  sides,  expressed  the  willing- 
ness of  the  Government  to  give  effect 
to  those  appeals,  and  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Member  for  Derby,  though 
criticising  the  terms,  expressed  entire 
satisfaction  with  the  conclusion,  and 
everybody  thought  that  there  the 
matter  would  end. 

Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT:  Let 
us  understand  that.     There  was  a  eon- 
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dition    annexed.       Is    that    condition 
withdrawn  ?    If  so  I  am  satisfied. 

Me.    RITCHIE  :     My    right     hon. 
friend  did  not  impose  any  condition  at 
all.     What  he  said  was  that  originally 
there  was  a  strong  expression  of  opinion 
from  the  other  side  against  the  exemp- 
tion from  rating  of  elementary  schools ; 
that  it  was  likely  the  Government  Bill 
would  lead  to  a  great  deal  of  discussion, 
and  meet  with  much  objection  from  the 
other  side.     He  said — "  If  you  appeal 
to  us  to  give  effect  to  the  Resolution 
by     inserting    a    clause  in   our   Bill, 
you     must     expect     that     that    Bill 
is    going     to     be    carried."     That     is 
all    he    said.      He  imposed  no  condi- 
tion at  all.     He  said  that  the  Govern- 
ment had  taken  note  of  the  suggestions 
that  bad  been  made  ;  that  they  would 
endeavour  to   give    effect  to  the  pro- 
posals suggested,  and  would  consider 
in  what  way  the  wishes  of  the  House 
could  be  met ;  and  that  the)'  would  see 
whether  it  was  possible  to  frame  any 
clauses  which  could  be  inserted  in  the 
Bill  dealing  with  the  rating  of  schools. 
That  is  what  I  say  now  ;  that  is  what 
I    fully    understood   was   accepted  by 
the  Member  for  Derby,  and  accepted  on 
the  understanding  that  there  would  be 
no  Amendments. 

Mr.  ROBY:  If  I  understand  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  aright,  the  Go- 
vernment will  endeavour  to  give  effect 
to  the  Resolution  by  legislation  during 
the  present  Session. 

Mb.  RITCHIE  :  What  I  said  was 
that  the  Government  would  endeavour 
to  give  effect  to  the  suggestions  made 
by  Members  on  both  sides  of  the  House, 
and  would  frame  some  clauses  which 
might  be  taken  in  conjunction  with  the 
Bill  which  they  propose  to  introduce 
relating  to  the  rating  of  elementary 
schools. 

Mb.  ROBY :  As  I  understand  that 
what  I  desire  will  be  done  by  means  of 
a  clause  to  be  introduced  in  a  Bill  pro- 
moted by  the  Government,  I  am  per- 
fectly willing  not  to  move  my  Amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  J.  G.  TALBOT  (Oxford  Uni- 
versity) :  I  ventured  earlier  in  the 
evening  to  suggest  to  my  hon.  Friend 
beside  me  what  I  wish  now  publicly  to 
express,  that  it  would  be  well  if  his 
Amendments  were  not  pressed.  In  view 
of  what  the  Government  has  said  as  to 


the  clauses  which  they  will  introduce 
in  their  Rating  Bill,  I  hope  the  Amend- 
ment will  not  be  pressed. 

Mk.  JOICEY  (Durham,  Chester-le 
Street) :  I  am  somewhat  surprised  at 
the  turn  this  Debate  has  taken.  I 
had  the  honour  of  hearing  the  very 
admirable  speech  of  the  Vice  President 
of  the  Couucil,  and  I  left  the  House  on 
the  understanding  that  this  Resolution 
had  been  accepted  in  its  entirety  by 
the  Government.  So  far  as  I  now. 
understand,  the  sympathy  of  the  Govern- 
ment is  with  the  noble  Lord  behind 
them  who  has  moved  an  Amendment. 
There  was  no  restriction  or  qualifica- 
tion whatever  attaching  to  the  accept* 
ance  of  the  Resolution  by  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury. 

Mk.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  If  the  hon. 
Gentleman  thinks  he  is  representing 
my  views  he  is  entirely  mistaken.  I 
said  I  thought  the  Resolution  should 
apply  to  all  schools  with  proper  safe- 
guards. 

Mk.  JOICEY  :  The  Government  are 
now  attempting  to  attach  a  condition 
(Cries  of  "  No,  no  ! ")  Well,  if  I  am  in 
error  I  must  admit  it  is  owing  to  my 
not  having  heard  the  discussion. 

Viscount  CRANBORNE :  In  de- 
ference to  the  wishes  of  the  Leader  of 
the  House,  I  ask  leave  to  withdraw 
my  Amendment. 

Amendment  to  Amendment,  by  leave, 
withdrawn. 

Mr.  F.  S.  POWELL  (Wigan) :  I 
shall  not  proceed  with  my  Amend* 
ment. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Main  Question,  as  amended,  put, 
and  agreed  to. 

Resolved,  That,  taking  into  consideration 
the  scarcity  of  buildings  suitable  for  holding 

Suhlic  meetings  in  rural  districts,  and  the* 
esirability  that  the  electors  of  the  country 
should  bo  enabled  to  hear  both  sides  of 
questions  affecting  Imperial  and  local  in- 
terests, this  House  is  of  opinion  that  the 
school  rooms  in  schools  in  receipt  of  Parlia- 
mentary Grants,  on  such  occasions  as  do  not 
interfere  with  the  educational  purposes  of  the 
schools,  and  under  the  condition  of  payment 
of  all  reasonable  expenses  by  the  conveners- 
of  the  meeting,  should  be  at  the  disposal  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  district  in  which  the 
school  is  situated  for  the  purpose  of  holding 
public  meetings. 

Supply, — Committee  upon  Monday 
next. 
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EDUCATION  AND   LOCAL    TAXATION 
RELIEF  (SCOTLAND). 

LEAVE.      ADJOURNED   DEBATE. 

Order,  for  resuming  Adjourned  Debate 
on  Question  [25th  February], 

'*  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to 
make  provision  in  regard  to  the  Distribution 
and  Application  of  sums  from  time  to  time 
paid  to  the  Local  Taxation  (Scotland)  Account, 
-and  in  regard  to  the  fee  grant  in  Scotland." 

Mr.  T.  M.  HBALY  (Longford,  N.) : 
I  should  like  to  ask  you,  Mr.  Speaker, 
whether  it  is  not  always  the  practice 
of  the  Government  on  Fridays  to  set 
up  Supply  a  second  time  ? 

.  Mr.  SPEAKER:  That  entirely 
depends  upon  the  Government  and 
the  time  of  night. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY:  There  are 
Government  Bills  of  great  importance 
on  the  Paper ;  it  is  now  11.20  p.m. ; 
and  as  it  is  certainly  an  unusual  course 
for  Her  Majesty's  Ministers  not  to  set 
up  Supply  again,  I  beg  to  move  that 
this  House  do  now  adjourn. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  have  no 
desire  to  stand  in  the  way  of  the  discus- 
sion of  the  other  Resolutions  on  the 
Paper.  But  what  I  proposed  to  do 
was  to  proceed  with  the  Private  Bill 
Procedure  Bill. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  Very  well ;  I 
am  satisfied. 

Order  read,  and  discharged. 
MOTION. 


PRIVATE  BILL  PROCEDURE  BILL. 
MOTION   FOR   LEAVE. 

The  FIRST  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester, 
E.),  in  rising  to  present  a  Bill  to 
amend  the  Procedure  with  respect  to 
Private  Bills  in  Scotland  and  Ireland, 
said :  Sir,  I  will  endeavour,  in  deference 
to  a  request  made  to  me  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  the 
Stirling  Burghs,  to  introduce  in  a  very 
brief  statement  the  proposals  which 
Her  Majesty's  Government  desire  to 
make  with  regard  to  the  reform  of 
Private  Bill  Procedure  in  respect  of 
Scotland  and  in  respect  of  Ireland. 
This  matter  has  to  be  looked  at 
from  two  entirely  different  points  of 
view.     We  have  to  look  at  it  purely  as 


it  relates  to  suitors  in  those  parts  of 
the  United  Kingdom,  and  we  nave  to 
look  at  it  as  a  relief  to  the  Members  of 
this  House  who  have  to  carry  on  a  great 
deal  of  heavy  and  laborious  work  in  con- 
nection with  Private  Bill  legislation. 
Now,  Sir,  as  regards  the  first  point,  I 
do  not  think  it  necessary  to  say  much. 
There  is  a  very  generally  expressed 
desire  in  Scotland — a  genuine  but  not 
so  generally  expressed  desire  in  Ire- 
land— that  the  Private  Bill  legislation 
of  these  two  countries  should,  at  all 
events  so  far  as  a  good  many  of  these 
proceedings  necessary  to  coining  to  a 
decision  upon  cases  are  concerned,  be 
conducted  not  at  Westminster  and  no* 
before  Committees  of    these  Houses, 
but  in  Ireland  or  Scotland,  before  some 
other  form  of    tribunal.     That  much 
will  be  admitted  by  the  Scotch  and  the 
Irish  Members,  and  I  do  not  propose  to 
waste  time  in  discussing    that  point. 
There  is,  however,   another    point  of 
view  which  is,  in  my  mind,  at  least  as 
important,   and  that  is  what    I  may 
describe  as  the  national  aspect  of  this 
problem.     The    labour    thrown    upon 
Members  of    this  House    by  Private 
Bill    Committees    is    such,   with    the 
greatly  increased  time  required  by  our 
Debates,    and    the    greatly   increased 
interest  shown  by  the  public  in  those 
Debates,  that    it    becomes    a  burden 
they  are  very  little  able  to  bear.    Sir, 
very  valuable  and  remarkable  evidence 
was  given    by  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man    behind     me,     the      Chairman 
of    the  Committee   of  Selection    (Sir 
John  Mowbray),  with    regard  to    the 
extreme    difficulty   of    getting    Mem- 
bers    of     this    House   to    serve    on 
Private  Bill  Committees,  and  upon  the 
correlative  fact  that  Committees  of  the 
House    of    Lords    were    preferred  by 
suitors,  not  because  the  House  of  Lords 
is    better,  but    because    it    has  more 
leisure  to  attend  to  Committees,  and  is 
therefore  able  to  give  greater  satisfac- 
tion to  those  who  go  before  it.    I  think 
it  is    our  bounden    duty,   as  far    as 
we  can,   to  relieve  Members  of    this 
House  of    the  labour  which  is  thus 
thrown  upon  them,  and  it  is  also  our 
bounden  duty  to  satisfy  the  feelings  of 
suitors  in   Scotland  and    Ireland  by 
diminishing  the  cost  and  relieving  them 
of  the  necessity  of  coming  in  every  case 
to  Westminster  to  try  and  conduct  the 
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lion  in  which  they  are  interested. 
The  Bill,  therefore,  attempts  to  remedy 
two  evils   which  have  long  been  felt. 
But  this  difficulty  has  always  met  those 
who  attempted  a  remedy — namely,  that 
if  you  remove  the  Private  Bill  legisla- 
tion relating  to  Scotland  and  Ireland 
to  a  local  tribunal,  you  will  have  the 
same  class  of  cases  decided  in  Scotland 
and  in   Ireland  upon  principles  quite 
different  from  those  obtaining  at  West- 
minster.     It  should  also  be  borne  in 
mind  that,  whilst  the  House  should  be 
relieved  of  its  semi-judicial  labour,  it 
should   not   be  relieved  of  the  respon- 
sibility of  deciding  the  principles  that 
should  regulate  and  govern  Private  Bill 
legislation  in  every  part  of  the  United 
Kingdom.    Several  proposals  have  been 
made  for  mitigating  the  case  of  suitors 
*nd  relieving  the  labours  of  this  House. 
One  proposal  was  that  all  these  matters 
should  be  tried,  not  first  before  a  Com- 
mittee of  this  House  and  then  before  a 
Committee    of    Lords,  but  that  they 
fihould   be  tried  before  a  single  Com- 
mittee partly  composed  of  Peers  and 
partly  of  Commoners.     This  was  pro- 
posed with  the  view  of  saving  half  the 
expense  and  half  the  time  ;  but,  as  was 
pointed      out     by      the     Committee, 
there    was  this   great   difficulty,   this 
objection    to    the  proposal — that  the 
relief     would    be    far    less    than    the 
proposers     of     the     plan     imagined. 
Another  suggestion  is  that  the  system 
of  Provisional  Orders  carried  out  by 
the   Board  of    Trade  and  the    Local 
Government   Board  might  be  largely 
extended ;  but  we  must  recollect  that 
a  Provisional  Order  saves  trouble  only 
when    no  Parliamentary  opposition  is 
expected.     The  passing  of  a  Provisional 
Order  is  commenced  by  a  local  inquiry 
conducted  by  an  officer  delegated  by 
the  Department,  and  if  the  opposing 
parties   in   the  locality   are    satisfied, 
then   the  matter  passes  the  House  of 
Commons  sub  xileiitio,  and  the  House 
is  not  involved  in  the  trouble  of  exami- 
nation by  Committee  or  the  labour  of 
arriving  at  a  decision.     But  if  the  Bill 
is  opposed  after  the  Provisional  Order 
is  introduced,  practically  all  the  labour 
incident  to  an  ordinary  Private  Bill  is 
repeated  in  the  case  of  a  Provisional 
Order,  and  therefore  no  time,  labour,  or 
expense  is  saved  by  this  process.    There 
remains,  then,  the  plan   of  a  Special 


Commission  in  Ireland  and  in  Scotland, 
if  the  Hill  is  intended  to  apply  to  either 
of  those  parts  of  the  United  Kingdom, 
by  which  the  labour  of  a  Private  Bill 
Committee  may  be  delegated  to  another 
and  a  paid  tribunal.  But  it  will  be 
observed  that  almost  every  scheme 
hitherto  proposed  for  utilizing  a  Special 
Commission  of  this  kind  labours  under 
the  defect  that  it  either  removes  the 
whole  of  the  Private  Bill  legislation 
submitted  to  the  Commission  from  the 
control  of  Parliament,  or  else  it  so  sur- 
rounds and  hampers  the  decisions  of 
the  Commission  with  Parliamentary 
safeguards  that  practically  suitors  are 
as  much  inconvenienced  and  Parlia- 
ment has  as  much  labour  thrown  upon 
it  as  if  the  Commission  had  never  been 
asked  to  intervene  in  the  matter  at  all. 
One  plan  I  ought  to  allude  to  very 
briefly  has  been  suggested,  the  delega- 
tion of  Parliamentary  control  alto- 
gether to  the  Commission,  a  plan  which 
received  a  certain  amount  of  sanction 
last  year,  yet  which,  in  spite  of  the  high 
authority  supporting  it,  I  cannot  bring 
myself  to  recommend  to  the  House. 
That  plan  is  to  delegate  to  a  certain 
number  of  Members  of  this  House  the 
duty  of  sitting  in  Scotland  or  Ireland 
to  assist  paid  Commissioners  in  dealing 
with  these  questions.  It  seems  to  me 
that  plan  raises  most  serious  Constitu- 
tional issues,  and  is  open  to  very  grave 
objection  from  other  points  of  view. 
Are  you  going  to  pay  these  Members 
or  not?  li  you  are,  you  will  introduce 
a  new  and,  J  think,  a  very  unwhole- 
some precedent,  and  if  you  are  not, 
how  can  you  expect  Members  to  absent 
themselves  from  their  homes,  and 
certainly  from  their  business,  for  long 
periods  of  time,  to  carry  on  difficult 
and  exhaustive  inquiries  in  localities 
with  which  thev  are  not  connected  ? 
Again,  is  it  right,  is  it  in  accordance 
with  Parliamentary  usage,  that  when 
a  man  is  sent  here  by  his  constituents 
to  discuss  and  vote  upon  various 
questions,  we  should  send  him  away  to 
take  part  in  other  business  wholly  un- 
connected with  the  Debates  in  this 
House,  business  which  obviouslv  would 
prevent  him  from  doing  his  fair  share 
of  the  work  going  on  at  Westminster, 
and  bearing  his  proper  share  of  the 
responsibility  which  attaches  to  de- 
cisions come  to  in  this   House   upon 
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questions  submitted  to  it  ?  For  these 
reasons,  as  the  House  will  readily  con- 
ceive, on  the  whole,  I  do  not  think  the 
Government  ought  to  take  on  them- 
selves the  responsibility  of  proposing 
such  a  very  novel  and,  as  we  think, 
such  a  very  inexpedient  measure. 
Well,  the  plan  we  propose,  which  I 
venture  to  propose  with  great  diffidence 
to  the  House,  for  I  am  well  aware  of 
the  difficulties  which  surround  this 
question,  turns  and  centres  on  the 
appointment  of  what  I  may  call 
a  Joint  Standing  Committee  of  both 
Houses  of  Parliament.  This  Joint 
Standing  Committee  is  to  consist 
of  the  Chairman  of  Ways  and 
Means  in  the  House  of  Commons,  the 
Chairman  of  Committees  in  the  House 
of  Lords,  and  two  Members  appointed 
by  each  House  in  addition.  The  Com- 
mittee, I  may  say,  will  have  the  right 
to  sit  for  the  purposes  of  this  Bill,  for 
which  alone  it  is  called  into  existence, 
even  though  the  House  may  be  pro- 
rogued— it  may  sit  to  carry  on  its 
business,  if  it  so  desire,  at  any  time  of 
the  year.  The  first  duty  of  this  Joint 
Committee  is  to  see  that  the  promoters 
of  any  Bill  'prima  facie  relating  to  Scot- 
land or  Ireland  have  satisfied  the 
Standing  Orders  of  the  House,  or  that 
the  Standing  Orders  are  suspended  in 
reference  to  the  measure  they  have  in- 
troduced. The  second  point  the  Com- 
mittee is  to  determine  is  whether  the 
Bill  is  in  the  main  a  Scotch  or  an  Irish 
Bill,  or  whether  it  is  not.  It  will  be 
observed  that  unless  you  give  a  decision 
on  this  question  to  a  tribunal  having 
what  I  may  describe  as  an  equitable 
jurisdiction  you  will  be  face  to  face 
with  many  difficulties.  You  may  have 
a  scheme  which  is  in  the  main  Scotch 
or  Irish,  but  which  overflows,  as  I  may 
say,  however  little,  into  England  and 
Wales,  and  affects  those  parts  of  the 
United  Kingdom.  If  you  lay  down  a 
hard-and-fast  line  on  the  subject,  you 
will  preclude  such  a  Bill  from  reference 
to  the  Commission  whose  duties  I  will 
explain  presently.  I  propose  to  give 
this  Joint  Committee  a  discretion  in 
the  matter,  allowing  it-to  decide  with- 
out appeal  whether  in  its  opinion  the 
measure  is  one  mainly  Scotch  or  Irish 
as  the  case  may  be.  The  third  point 
this  Joint  Committee  will  have  to 
determine  is  whether  the  Bill  involves 
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any  principle  upon  which  Parliament  has. 
not  hitherto  come  to  any  decision. 
Notice  that  most  of  the  Bills  that  come 
before  us  are  of  a  kind  upon  which 
Parliament  has  over  and  over  again 
expressed  a  general  view  and  has  fre- 
quently laid  down  the  general  lines 
upon  which  a  Committee  should  decide. 
But  now  and  then  it  happens — let  us 
take  the  Channel  Tunnel  proposal,  or 
electric  lighting  schemes ;  and  there  are 
others  that  might  be  cited — now  and 
then  it  happens  that  some  new  inven- 
tion or  project  comes  to  the  front  upon 
which  Parliament  has  never  settled 
what  should  be  the  principle  of  pro- 
cedure to  be  adopted  by  a  Private  Bill 
Committee  to  which  it  delegates  so 
much  of  its  authority.  If  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Joint  Committee  the  Bill 
is  one  that  does  involve  a  new  prin*  . 
ciple,  then,  in  that  case,  we  propose 
that  the  present  procedure  should  be 
maintained.  It  is  only  when  a  Bill 
belongs  to  a  well-understood  class,  a  ; 
class  for  which  precedents  and  prin*  : 
ciples  are  laid  down,  that  the  Bill  is  to  ' 
be  relegated  for  decision  to  the  Com*  : 
mission.  I  may  notice  that  one  advan- 
tage that  will  be  gained  by  the  institu-  : 
tion  of  this  Joint  Committee  is  that  it  : 
will  have  the  assistance  of  that  legal 
advice  from  experienced  officials  which 
now  aids  in  the  conduct  of  Private  Bill 
legislation.  I  think  nobody  acquainted 
with  the  inner  working  of  our  legisla- 
tive system  will  deny  that  this 
will  be  of  great  advantage  to  the 
system  of  Private  Bill  legisla- 
tion for  Scotland  and  Ireland* 
This,  broadly  speaking,  is  the  principle 
of  our  Bill.  The  actual  constitution  of 
the  Commission  is  a  matter  of  less 
importance,  and  of  less  novelty.  It 
will  be  sufficient  to  say  that  it  appears 
to  me  we  shall  be  very  wrong  if  we  do 
not  utilise  the  existing  Railway  Com- 
missioners, highly  paid  and  competent 
officials,  well  acquainted  with  the  work 
to  be  done,  and  who  comprise  among. 
their  number  a  Scotch  Judge  eminently 
qualified  to  assist  in  Scotch  affairs,  and 
an  Irish  Judge  to  assist  in  Irish  affairs. 
But  in  addition  to  the  Railway  Com- 
mission thus  constituted  of  Judges  and 
Railway  Commissioners  there  should 
be,  I  think,  an  Assistant  Commissioner 
to  deal  with  Scotch  matters,  and  an 
Assistant    Commissioner  to  deal  with 
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Irish  matters.     I  believe  that  would  be 
sufficient  for  all  the  work  of  the  Com- 
mission, but  there  is  power  given  in  the 
Bill  for  the  Speakers  of  both  Houses  of 
Parliament  to  appoint  additional  Com- 
missioners should  the  Joint  Committee 
represent  to  them  that  the  number  of 
Bills  referred  to  the  Commission  is  in 
exeess  of  what  the  Commissioners  are 
side  to  deal  with.     It  will  be  observed 
that  if  our  plan  is  carried  into  effect,  the 
stages  of  Bills  will  practically  be :  The 
*Uge  before  the  Joint  Committee — at 
which,  of  course,  counsel  will  not  ap- 
pear— when  the  Committee  will  decide 
whether  the  Bill  is  within  the  Standing 
Orders,   whether  it  involve   any    new 
principle,  on  which  Parliament  has  not 
mherto     given     any     decision,     and 
whether  the  Bill  be  mainly  Scotch  or 
Irish ;  the  Bill  will  then  be  referred  to  the 
Commission;  it  will  be  read  a  first  and 
second  time  in  the  two  Houses  without 
debate  ;   it  will  be  referred  back  by  the 
Commission  to  the  Joint   Committee, 
who    will    be  able  to  suggest  formal 
Amendments  to  the  Commission,   the 
convenience  of   which  all  acquainted 
with  Private  Bill  legislation  will  under- 
stand.     The  Bill  will  then  come  before 
the  House  for  Third  Beading,  when  it 
may  be  debated,  may  be  rejected,  or 
may  be  referred  back  to  the  Commis- 
sion with  instructions  to  carry  out  any 
Amendment    which    may  be    decided 
upon    by   the  House.     I    hope,  and  I 
believe,  that  the  Bill  which  I  have  thus 
briefly  expounded  to  the  House,  though 
novel  in  some  of  its  principles,  really 
carries  out  many  of  the  objects  which 
have  been  aimed  at  by  gentlemen  who 
have  previously  endeavoured  to  frame 
schemes  of  this  kind.     I  think  it  will 
retain    the    control    of    the    Imperial 
Parliament,  not  only  over  the  general 
principles   of  Private  Bill  legislation, 
but  also  over  the  details  of  any  Bill 
on  which  Parliament  desires  to  express 
its  mind,  and  while  carrying  out  these 
objects  will  enable  local  inquiries  to  be 
made  in  Scotland  or  in  Ireland,  as  the 
case  may  be,  and  I  think  it  will  con- 
siderably diminish  the  cost   of  litiga- 
tion.    I    believe    it    will    satisfy    the 
demand,  the  most  legitimate  demand, 
over  and  over  again  brought  before  this 
House  by  inhabitants  of  Scotland  and 
Ireland,    who    have    long    protested 
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to  Westminster  to  deal  with  affairs 
which  are,  in  the  main,  matters  of 
detail,  which  can  be  better  entered  upon 
by  inquiry  on  the  spot. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
posed, 

u  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to 
amend  the  Procedure  with  respect  to  Private 
Bills  in  Scotland  and  Ireland."— (Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour.) 

*(11.43.)  Mr.  CAMPBELL-BAN- 
NERMAN  (Stirling,  &c.) :  This  is  a 
question  to  which  the  salutary  rule 
recently  laid  down  by  the  Chairman  of 
Ways  and  Means  may  well  be  applied 
— namely,  that  we  should  refrain  from 
expressing  a  strong  opinion  upon  a 
measure  until  we  have  actually  seen  it 
in  print,  for  it  is  obvious  that  its  pro- 
visions are  of  a  somewhat  complicated 
nature.  But  I  may  say  at  once  of  it 
that  it  seems  to  have  been  much  better 
thought  out  and  to  be  a  better  con- 
trived measure  than  that  introduced 
last  year,  and  the  fact  of  the  scope  of  the 
measure  having  being  so  greatly  changed 
justifies  the  opposition  offered  last 
year.  At  the  same  time,  I  confess  that 
there  will  be  considerable  opposition  to 
some  parts  of  the  measure,  and  upon 
like  grounds.  The  right  hon  Gentle- 
man bases  his  scheme  to  a  con- 
siderable extent  on  the  supposition 
that  Members  of  this  House  are  over- 
worked and  need  relief.  I  am  quite 
aware  of  the  strong  evidence  given  on 
this  subject  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  Oxford  University 
(Sir  J.  Mowbray),  but  I  have  heard  other 
Members  of  the  Committee  of  Selection 
decline  to  bear  out  that  opinion, 
and  for  my  part  I  do  not  believe  that  a 
case  has  been  made  out  to  show 
that  Committees  cannot  be  adequately 
manned  for  the  purpose  of  dealing  with 
Private  Bills.  There  are  many  of  us 
who  maintain  that  Railway  Bills  and 
other  Private  Bills  are,  after  all,  Bills 
affecting  public  interests,  and  ought  to  be 
dealt  with  by  those  who  are  distinctly 
representative  of,  and  responsible  to, 
public  opinion ;  and  unless  a  clear  case 
were  made  out  of  the  absolute  impos- 
sibility— and  this  is  the  hypothesis  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  proceeds  upon — 
of  finding  among  Members  of  the 
House  of  Commons  sufficient  time  and 
capacity  to  do  this  work;  unless  a 
reasonable  case  were  made  out,  I  should 
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be  strongly  opposed  to  handing  over 
these  inquiries  in  any  degree  to  paid 
Commissioners  or  Judges,  Railway 
Commissioners  or  others.  We  dis- 
cussed these  matters  often  last  year, 
and  it  was  often  pointed  out  that  the 
business  which  makes  up  the  total  of 
our  Private  Bill  legislation  consists 
broadly  of  two  parts,  and  by  far  the 
largest  part  is  that  originated  by 
Local  Bodies,  for  the  acquisition  of  gas 
works,  water  works,  and  so  on — local 
legislation  required  by  Municipal  or 
other  Local  Authorities.  I  conceive 
that  this  part  of  the  business  could  be 
largely  dealt  with  by  an  improved 
system  of  Provisional  Orders,  and 
by  increasing  the  powers  of  Local 
Authorities.  But  when  we  come  to 
Bills  promoted  by  great  Railway  Com- 
panies the  position  is  somewhat  dif- 
ferent. They  maintain  there  would 
be  no  saving  of  expense  by  local  inquiry, 
and  they  are  the  best  judges,  for  they 
pay  the  expense.  At  the  same  time,  I 
quite  recognise  the  fact  that  in  Scotland 
there  is  a  strong  desire  that  inquiry 
should  be  local,  and  I  am  quite  willing 
that  it  should  be  local,  especially  if  liti- 
gants have  no  good  reason  to  show  why 
the  case  should  be  brought  up  here. 
But  inquiry,  local  or  not,  ought,  in  the 
opinion  of  a  good  many  of  us,  still  to 
remain  in  the  hands  of  the  representa- 
tives of  public  opinion,  and  should  not 
be  placed  in  the  hands  of  Judges  or 
paid  Commissioners.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  did  not  explain  all  the  pro- 
visions of  his  Bill,  and  we  shall  be 
curious  to  know  who  these  Assistant 
Commissioners  are  to  be,  and  with 
whom  is  their  nomination,  whether 
they  are  to  be  paid — [Mr.  A.J.  Balfour  : 
Yes] — where  they  are  to  sit,  and  if  an 
office  is  to  be  established.  Last  year 
considerable  objection  was  taken  to  the 
Government  proposal,  because  it  in- 
volved the  establishment  of  a  new 
Board  in  Edinburgh,  and  I  am  curious 
to  know  if  there  is  any  proposal  of  the 
kind  nowr.  When  wre  consider  that  the 
number  of  disputed  Private  Bills 
coming  from  Scotland  average  six  or 
seven  in  the  year — I  think  I  am  stating 
an  extreme  number — and  that  since 
last  year  the  two  principal  belligerent 
Railway  Companies  in  Scotland — the 
Caledonian  and  the  North  British — have 
come  to  an  agreement  that  they  will 
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not  oppose  each  other,  or  encroach  on 
each   other's  territory,   I  would   ask„ 
Where    is    the    work    of     the    Com- 
missioners     in      Scotland  to      come 
from  if  their  appointment  is  to  be  of  a 
more  or    less    permanent    character? 
That      is     the     great     difficulty     in 
the    way    of    establishing    any    local 
tribunal,    or      fixed      paid     tribunal,. 
for     Scotland     and     Ireland     alone. 
The  right  hon.    Gentleman    has    not 
explained     why    the  principle  of  hi» 
measure  should  not  apply  to  England. 
If    it    is    a  good    thing    in    itself    I 
can  conceive  that  the  proper  course 
would   be,   if    you    quite  believe  that 
you  cannot  get    members    to    under- 
take  the   duty  and  discharge  it  effi- 
ciently, to  have  a  highly  paid  and  re- 
sponsible tribunal  to  do  the  work  for  the 
three  countries.     You  would  then  have 
work  enough  to  do  for  the  best  class  of  ' 
men.   But  speaking  without  knowledge  ! 
of  the  particulars  of  the  scheme,  and  . 
unable  therefore  to  speak  confidently,  I  - 
confess  I  have  no  great  hope  of   the  , 
results  that  will  flow  from  establishing  ^ 
this  half-and-half  tribunal  for  the  pur-  i 
pose  of  accomplishing  the  really  small  ^ 
amount  of  work  arising  in  Scotland  and  ^ 
Ireland.  \ 

(11.50.)  Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Long-  c 
ford,  N.) :  I  listened  with  attention  to  't 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  though  . 
I  am  not  able  to  agree  with  him.  It  ,* 
is  his  view,  I  suppose,  that  the  Govern-  .- 
ment  must  do  something  to  remove  ]; 
grievances,  so  far  as  our  country  is  5 
concerned,  but  I  am  bound  to  say  I  ."* 
listened  to  the  remarks  of  the  right  *: 
hon.  Gentleman  with  a  feeling  of  deep  I 
sadness.  I  want  to  know  why  he  can-  * 
not  let  the  thing  alone  if  he  cannot  ,- 
give  us  wrhat  we  want?  Why  give  / 
that  which  does  no  good  to  anybody,.  J 
and  which  nobody  wants.  So  far  as  I  * 
am  concerned,  though  I  have  no  great  .: 
love  for  the  procedure  in  this  House —  ~(; 
if  I  was  a  promoter  of  a  Bill  '} 
I  would  rather  come  here  ten  ' J 
times  than  go  once  before  such  f- 
an  unfortunate  tribunal  as  the  right  !* 
hon.  Gentleman  proposes  to  set  up.  I  $ 
say  nothing  for  Scotland  except  fear  p 
the  sake  of  symmetry.  I  do  not  know  I* 
why  this  should  apply  to  Scotland  as  {; 
well  as  Ireland,  but  I  am  not  prepared  F 
to  say  whether  it  would  be  good  for  £ 
Scotland    or  not.    As  the  Labourers  t 
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"eland)        Act     originally     appeared 
1883    it    contained  powers  to  take 
ad  oompulsorily,  and  the  decision  was 
ith.  the  Souse,  with  considerable  ex- 
to     petitioners.      We    got    the 
with  enormous  difficulty, 
yrit  was  thought  almost  an  invasion 
I  the  sacred  privileges  of  Parliament, 
o  allow  the  Privy  Council  to  do  the 
msiness  by  Commission.    A  more  unfit 
ribunal  than  the  Irish  Privy  Council 
■here  could  not  be,  all  nominees  of  the 
party  delighted  to  have  the  chance  of 
knocking  down  any  scheme  a  Board  of 
Guardians  may  propose.    Now,  what  is 
this  proposal?    First  and  foremost,  what 
does  it  save  ?     Nothing  is  saved.     All 
the  House  fees  have  to  be  paid.     Pro- 
moters have  to  come  now  with  pockets 
loaded  with  gold  for  these  fees.     Then 
they  have  to  run  the  gauntlet  of  the 
Standing  Orders  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  Examiners.     I  hear  praises  given 
to  the  officials  who  have  the  conduct  of 
Private    Bill    procedure,  but  I   say  a 
more  inelastic  set  of  gentlemen  it  would 
be  difficult  to  find ;  they  are  bound  by 
roles  like  the  laws  of  the  Medes  and 
Persians,  to  the  very  letter  of  which 
they  attach  a  sacred  character.     Plus 
these,  the  promoters  will  have  to  face 
a    body    like    the    Railway    Commis- 
sion,    with  Sub-Commissioners   added 
by     the     Government     of    the     day. 
Inhere      will    be     all     the     expenses 
of    the  First  Beading ;  the  Second  and 
Committee  stages  are  saved,  and  then 
the   Bill  goes   through  the  House  of 
Lords.     Now,  take  the  case  of  the  Bill 
we  had  before  us  to-day  dealing  with 
the    Belfast    Lunatic    Asylum.      This 
would  go  before  Judges  and  officials  en- 
tirely out  of  sympathy  with  our  point  of 
view,  and  where  our  point  of  view  would 
have  no  influence.  But  in  the  House  we 
have  a  free  arena  for  debate,  and  we 
can  here  prevent  some  mischief  being 
done,  though  we  may  not  beable  to  do 
much  effective  work.     The  right  hon. 
Gentleman,   with  his  usual  cynicism, 
says  he  has  brought  forward  this  Bill 
to  save  the  extremely  heavy  labours  of 
Members  of  Committees.     Now  I  have 
been  in  the  House  for  twelve  years,  and 
I  have  never  been  asked  to  serve  on  a 
Private  Bill  Committee.     I  was  present 
when  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
of  Selection  gave  evidence,  in  which  he 
said  promoters  were  all  anxious  to  have 


their  Bills  taken  somewhere  about 
Derby  Day.  Those  who  had  evidence 
to  give  wished  to  be  in  town  about  that 
time,  and  so  there  was  a  glut  of  Com- 
mittee business  about  that  time.  I 
cannot  think  that  Members  who  do  not 
take  a  very  active  part  in  our  proceed- 
ings here  would  not  be  glad  to  discharge 
some  function  attaching  to  their  position. 
Is  not  a  Committee  of  this  House  a  far 
better  tribunal  than  the  tribunal 
the  nght  hon.  Gentleman  proposes? 
Members  of  this  House  are  men 
of  flesh  and  blood  in  touch  with 
public  opinion  ;  but  when  you  have  a 
tribunal  of  officials,  you  have  views  and 
ideas  entirely  different  from  those  you 
will  find  in  the  House.  I  say  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  is  trying  to  solve  a 
problem  insoluble  except  in  one 
direction — namelv,  Home  Rule — and  in 
that  alone.  Unless  you  set  up  in 
Edinburgh  and  Dublin  competent 
authorities  racy  of  the  soil  to  exer- 
cise their  judgment  upon  these  matters, 
men  in  whom  the  people  have  confi- 
dence, and  whom  they  meet  with  in 
daily  life,  you  will  do  no  good.  We 
want  to  deal  with  men  of  flesh  and 
blood  in  whom  we  have  confidence. 
These  are  the  views  we  entertain,  and 
we  think  the  Bill  unfortunate.  It  has 
no  chance  of  passing;  there  is  no 
demand  for  it.  I  am  almost  sure 
Scotland  has  no  desire  for  it.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  who  has  just 
spoken  expressed  no  desire  for  it ;  it 
suits  nobody.  The  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  has  had  the  opportunity  of 
putting  his  proposal  before  the  country 
before  the  date  of  the  Dissolution,  and 
I  am  glad  he  has  had  that  opportunity. 
He  has  devoted  himself  to  it  in  a 
painstaking  manner,  and  nobody 
doubts  his  hard  official  work,  though  he 
has  done  the  Irish  people  all  the  mischief 
he  could  during  his  tenure  of  office. 
Well,  he  has  had  the  opportunity, 
and  he  has  brought  forward  a  Bill 
which  satisfies  nobody,  not  even  him- 
self. He  does  not  think  it  so  good 
as  a  Coercion  Bill,  but  he  thinks  if  it 
will  do  no  good  it  will  do  no  harm. 
But  this  will  be  worse  than  the  present 
system,  which  is  bad  only  in  the  sense 
that  it  is  expensive  and  cumbrous ;  it 
is  not  bad  in  itself,  and,  therefore,  I  am 
opposed  to  this  measure. 
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{COMMONS} 


It  being  Midnight,  the  Debate  stood 
.adjourned. 

Debate  to  be  resumed  upon  Monday 
next. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 


(Scotland). 
Class  III. 
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MILLBANK  PRISON  BILL.-(No.  100.) 
Considered  in  Committee. 
(In  the  Committee.) 

Clause  1. 

Committee  report  Progress;  to  sit 
Again  upon  Monday  next. 

SUPPLY— REPORT. 

CIVIL  SERVICES  AND  REVENUE  DE- 
PARTMENTS, 1891-2  (SUPPLEMEN- 
TARY ESTIMATES.) 

Resolutions  [25th  February]  reported. 
<See  pages  1317-1328.) 

Class  I. 

1.  "  That  a  Supplementary  sum,  not  ex- 
ceeding £4,735,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to 
defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in  course 
of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st 
day  of  March,  1892,  for  improving  the 
Ventilation  of  the  Houses  of  Parliament 
Buildings." 

2.  "That  a  Supplementary  sum,  not  ex- 
ceeding £1,500,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to 
•defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in  course 
•of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st 
day  of  March,  18%,  for  Expenditure  in  respect 
-of  Art  and  Science  Buildings,  Great  Britain." 

3.  "That  a  Supplementary  sum,  not  ex- 
ceeding £20,000,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty, 
to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in  course 
of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st 
day  of  March,  1892,  f or  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Office  Telegraph  Buildings  in  Great 
Britain." 

Class  II. 

4.  "That  a  Supplementary  sura,  not  ex- 
ceeding £498,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to 
-defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in  course 
ot  payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st 
day  of  March,  1892,  for  the  Salaries  and 
Expenses  of  the  Board  of  Lunacy  in 
Scotland." 

5.  "That  a  Supplementary  sum,  not  ex- 
ceeding £1,690,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to 
defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in  course 

of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st 
day  of  March,  1892,  for  tie  Salaries  and 
Expenses  of  the  Office  of  vblic  Works  in 
Ireland." 


6.  "  That  a  Supplementary  sum,  not  exceed- 
ing £2,000,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to 
defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in  course 
of  payment  daring  the  year  ending  on  the  31st 
day  of  March,  1862,  for  the  Costs  of  Criminal 
Prosecutions  in  England." 

7.  "  That  a  Supplementary  sum,  not  exceed- 
ing £100,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  defray 
the  Charge  which  win  come  in  course  of  pay* 
ment  dunngthe  year  ending  on  the  31st  day 
of  March,  1892,  for  the  Salaries  and  Expenses 
of  the  Police  Courts  of  London  and  bheer- 


ness. 

Resolutions  agreed  to. 

LABOURERS'  (IRELAND)  ALLOTMENTS 
BILL.— (No.  94.) 
Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 
Clause  1. 

Committee  report  Progress ;   to   sit 
again  upon  Monday  next. 

MUNICIPAL  FRANCHISE  (IRELAND) 
BILL.— (No.  340 

Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Clause  1. 

Committee  report  Progress;  to  sit 
again  upon  Monday  next. 


WORKHOUSE  CONSUMPTION  OF 
SPIRITS,  &c. 

Address  for — 

"  Return  showing  the  quantity  of  spirits, 
wine,  and  malt  liquors  consumed  in  eaeh 
Workhouse  in  England  and  Wales  in  the  Tear 
ending  the  31st  day  of  December,  18011, 
together  with  the  expenditure  in  each  Work- 
house for  each  kind  of  intoxicating  liquor  for 
the  same  period,  and  stating  the  daily  average 
number  of  in  each  Workhouse  during  the  seme 
term  (in  continuation  of  Parliamentary  Paper, 
No.  206,  of  Session  1886) ; 

And  similar  Return  for  Scotland  and  Ire- 
land."— {Mr.  Albert  Bright.) 

FEE  GRANT  (SCOTLAND). 

Committee  to  consider  of  authorising  the 
payment,  out  of  moneys  to  be  provided  by  Par- 
liament, of  the  Fee  Grant  in  Scotland,  and  el 
making  provision  with  regard  to  the  distribu- 
tion and  application  of  sums  from  time  to  time 
paid  to  the  Local  Taxation  (Scotland)  Account 
(Queen's  Recommendation  signified)  open 
Monday  next. — (Sir  John  GorsL) 

House  adjourned  at  ten  minutes 
after  Twelve  e'clock. 


HOUSE    OF     LORDS, 
Monday,  29th  February,  189:1 


COLONIES  AND  THE  McKINLEY 
TARIFF. 

QUESTION' — OBSERVATION'S. 

Earl  of  DERBY :  My  Lords,  I 
wish  to  take  this  opportunity  of  putting 
to  the  noble  Lord,  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies,  a  question  of  which  I 
have  given  him  private  notice.   My  noble 
Friend    stated  last  week,  in  answer  to  a 
question  that  was  put  from  this  side  of 
the  House,  that  the  West  Indian  Legis- 
latures   had  been  considering  what  new 
taxation    should  be  levied   in   order  to 
make  up  for  the  loss  of  Revenue  result- 
ing  from  the  arrangement  come  to  with 
the  United  States  in  consequence  of  the 
McKinley  Tariff  Act.     My  Lords,  I  have 
no  doubt  that  the  answer  of  my  noble 
Friend  was  accurate  as  regards  the  West 
Irirliftri  Colonies  generally;  but,  since  that 
answer     was    given,    I    have     received 
communications  from  certain  persons  con- 
nected with  the  Colony  of  Jamaica,  who 
complain  of  the  statement  then  made  as  not 
doing  justice  to  the  actual  financial  posi- 
tion of  the  Colony.   They  inform  me  that, 
although  the  total  lass  of  the  Revenue, 
consequent  upon  the  new  arrangements, 
exceeds  .£30,000  a  year,  it  has  not  been 
found   necessary,  nor  is   it  intended,  to 
levy  any  new  taxation  in  consequence.'    I 
understand  that,  since  that  answer,  to 
which  I  refer,  was  given,  some  further 
information   has   been  received    at  the 
Colonial  Office,  and  I  should  be  glad  to 
know  whether,  in  consequence  of  that  in- 
formation, my  noble  Friend  is  inclined  in 
any  way  to  modify  or  add  to  the  state- 
ment he  lately  made. 
•The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
the    COLONIES    (Lord   Kxutsford)  : 
My  Lords,  the  statement  which  I  made 
an  the  former  occasion  was  made  pur- 
posely in  very  general  terms  so  as  to  com- 
jvehend  all  the  Colonies ;  and,  speaking 
broadly,  the  statement  was  correct ;   for 
the  Colonial  Legislatures  have,  speaking 
generally,  been  considering  the  question  of 
what  taxation,  if  any,  would  be  necessary 
in  order  to  make  up  for  the  loss  occasioned 
by  their  action  to  meet  the  views  of  the 
United  States.      It    is    true    that,    as 
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regards  Jamaica,  the  Governor,  in  his 
speech  on  the  owning  of  the  Legislative- 
Council,  stater],  as  hi*  opinion,  that  it 
would  not  be  necessary  to  raise  any  new 
taxation  in  Jamaica, — the  Revenue  being, 
as  the  noble  Earl  opposite  has  pointed 
out.  in  a  very  prosperous  state, — and 
that,  therefore,  he  did  not  propose  to 
ask  for  fresh  taxes.  1  have  no  official  or 
other  communication  or  intimation  that 
this  view  has  lieen  adopted  by  the 
Legislative  Council ;  but,  at  the  same 
time,  I  have  not  the  least  doubt  but 
that  it  will  be.  1  may  perhaps  mention 
some  other  facts  a  little  more  in  detail 
as  regards  the  other  Colonies,  as  this 
opportunity  is  now  given  me  by  the 
noble  Earl.  I  may  state  that  in 
British  Guiana  the  Court  is  probably 
now  considering  Ways  and  Means.  In 
Tiinidad  I  have  just  approved  of 
some  votes  imposing  new  taxation ; 
but  there  are  some  proposed  Stamp 
Acts  which  have  not  been  settled 
by  the  Council  so  far  as  we  know. 
In  Barbadoes  fresh  Acts  have  l>een 
passed  and  have  been  sanctioned.  In 
St.  Vincent  measures  came  )>efore  me 
after  I  had  spoken  on  the  former  occa- 
sion, and  I  have  now  approved  of  those 
measures.  In  St.  Lucia  the  questions 
are  still  under  consideration  ;  and  so  also 
in  the  Leeward  Islands. 


TECHNICAL  EDUCATION  COMMITTEES 
OF  COUNTY  COUNCILS. 

QUESTION — OBSERVATIONS. 

♦The  Bishop  of  SALISBURY  : 
My  Loi-ds.  in  venturing  to  put  to  Her 
Majesty's  Government  the  question  that 
stands  in  my  name,  I  should  like  to  ask, 
by  the  indulgence  of  the  House,  to  be 
allowed  to  explain  why  it  is  that  I 
do  so.  I  do  it  in  the  interests  of 
the  County  Councils  themselves  as 
much  as  of  those  who  have  asked 
for  grants  from  them.  My  Lords,  I 
recognise  fully  the  difficulty  in  which 
these  Councils  have  been  placed,  especially 
in  the  matter  of  technical  education. 
They  have  perhaps  been  rather  imper- 
fectly instructed  in  their  duties  on  this 
matter  by  the  three  Acts  of  Parliament 
passed  in  three  recent  years ;  they  have 
had  to  formulate  their  principles  and  to 
work  out  their  methods  in  practice  as  they 
went  along  ;  and,  therefore,  it  was  almost 
inevitable  that  there  should  be  some 
little  inequalities  in  their  way  of  acting. 
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But,  inasmuch  as  unfortunately, — I  am 
afraid  it  is  a  matter  of  general  know- 
ledge,— elections  to  County  Councils  are 
conducted  more  or  less  on  Party  lines, 
it  seems  reasonable  that  the  light  of  pub- 
licity should  be  brought  to  bear  on  their 
action,  especially  in  the  distribution  of 
large  sums  of  public  money.  I  venture, 
my  Lords,  to  ask  whether  it  is 
not  a  matter  of  right,  rather  than 
of  favour,  that  we  should  be  explicitly 
informed  on  what  principles  and  by  what 
persons  grants  for  technical  education 
are  either  given  or  refused ;  and  I 
beg,  therefore,  to  ask  Her  Majesty's 
Government  whether  it  is  possible  to 
require  technical  education  Committees 
of  the  County  Councils  to  publish 
minutes  of  their  proceedings  ? 

The   LORD    PRESIDENT  of    the 

COUNCIL      (Viscount     Cranbrook)  : 

My  Lords,  in  the  absence  of  my  noble 

Friend    (Lord    Henniker)  I    have  been 

requested  to  answer  this  question,  which 

would    naturally"  have    fallen    to    him 

My  Lords,  the  fact  is  that  there  is  no 

power  to  require  a  Committee  of  the 
County  Council  to  publish  minutes  ;  nor 
am  T  aware  that  there  is  any  authority 
for  their  incurring  expenditure  for  such 
a  purpose.  It  may  be  the  case  that 
they  could  admit  reporters ;  but  every- 
body will  see  that  there  might  be  a  good 
deal  of  difficulty  in  admitting  reporters 
to  consultations  of  Committees.  And, 
after  all,  my  Lords,  the  grants  are  not 
made  by  the  Committees,  but  by  the 
Councils  themselves. 

EVIDENCE    IN    CRIMINAL    CASES 
BILL  [h.l.]-(No.  4.) 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Third  Read- 
ing, read,  and  discharged. 


SHORT  TITLES  BILL   [h.l.]— (No.    12.) 
SECOND   BEADING. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Read- 
ing, read. 

The  LORD  CHANCELLOR:  My 
Lords,  the  object  of  this  Bill  is  simply 
to  shorten  the  language  of  Acts  of 
Parliament.  Your  Lordships  are  aware 
that  of  late  years  it  has  been  the 
practice  in  every  Act  of  Parliament  to 
introduce  a  short  title  which  by  Statute 

The  Bishop  of  Salisbury 


is  made  the  mode  by  which  the  Act  can 
be  cited  ;  and  that  has  been  found  in 
practice  to  be  very  convenient.     But, 
unfortunately,  that  was  not  the  practice 
in  Parliamentary  drafting  until  a  com- 
paratively short  period  since  ;  the  result 
of  which  is  that  all  Acts  of  Parliament 
which  have  been  passed  before  a  par- 
ticular   date    must    now     be  cited    by 
their    long    titles — and    some  of    them 
are  very  long  indeed.     We  popularly  are 
in  the  habit  of  speaking  of  the  Habeas 
Corpus  Act,  and  the  Statute  of  Fraud, 
and  so  forth,  which  is  a  convenient  and 
popular  mode   of  citing  them;   but,  if 
you  had  to  refer  to  either  of  those  Acts  in 
an  Act  of  Parliament,  you  would  require 
to  have  four  or  five,  sometimes  six,  and, 
in   one  case  that  I   have  here,   twelve 
lines  as  the  title  by  which  the  particular 
Act  is   known.      Under  those  circum- 
stances, my  Lords,  it  has  been  thought 
well    to    endeavour    to    grant    to    the 
references  to  former  legislation  the  same 
procedure    as    the     modern     habit    of 
Parliamentary  drafting  has  introduced ; 
and  this  Bill,  which  is  called  the  Short 
Titles  Bill,  is  simply  for  the  purpose  of 
re-christening  the  old  Acts  of  Parliament 
with  short  titles,  whereby  they  may  be 
referred  to  in  future  when  new  legislation 
has  to  be  applied  to  them.     I  am  afraid 
your   Lordships   would    not  find  much 
instruction  or  information  by  my  read- 
ing through  this  Bill,  or  making  any 
further  observations  upon  it ;   because,    ' 
after   having   explained    its  object,  the    ' 
only  thing  I  could  do  would  be  to  read  the    l 
old  titles  of  the  old  Acts  of  Parliament,    j 
and  then   to  read  the   new  titles  that 
have  been  introduced   for  the   purpose 
which  I  have  indicated.     I   am   afraid    { 
your  Lordships  would  not  consider  that 
a  profitable  employment   of  your  time,     ' 
and  therefore  I  will  now  simply  move 
the  Second  Reading  of  the  Bill. 

Moved,  "  That  the  BUI  be  now  read  Sfc" 
— (The  Lord  Chancellor.) 

Motion  agreed  to;  Bill  read  2* 
(according  to  Order)  and  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  To- 
morrow. 

GAMING  ACT,  1845,  AMENDMENT  BILL  [H.L.] 

A  BUI  to  amend  the  Aet  of  the  8th  and  9th 
Vict.,  chap  109,  intituled  "  An  Act  to  amend 
the  law  concerning  games  and  wages  " — was 
presented  by  the  Lord  Hersohell ;  read  1* ; 
and  to  be  printed.    (No.  23.) 
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TO   BENEFICES     BILL     [h.L.] 

A  BiD  to  make  better  provision  for  the 

of  the  right  of  presentation  to  bene- 

onees  whore  the  right  is  now  oxer- 

by  parishioners  or  others  forming  a 
room  class — was  presented  by  the  Lord 
Archbishop  of  York ;  read  1"  ;  to  be  printed ; 
"to  be  read  2*  To-morrow.  (No.  24.) 


BETTING  AND  LOANS  (INFANT8) 
BILL  [H.L]— (No.  13.) 

THIRD   READING. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Third  Read- 
ing, read. 

Bfll  read  3s  (according  to  Order.) 

Amendments  made ;  Bill  passed,  and 
sent  to  the  Commons. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  ACTS  OF  ENGLAND  AND 
SCOTLAND  REPEAL  BILL      [h.L.] 

A  Bill  for  the  repeal  of  the  Local  Government 
Acts  of  England  and  Scotland— Was  presented 
by  the  Lord  Denman  ;  read  la  ;  to  be  printed  ; 
sod  to  be  read  2*  To-morrow.    (No.  25.) 

DURATION    OF  SPEECHES    IN   THE  HOUSE  OF 
LORDS     BILL      [H.L.]      (No.   26.) 

A  Bill  to  ascertain  and  limit  the  duration  of 
in  the  House  of  Lords.  And 


'S  SUFFRAGE  BILL    [h.L.]     (No.  27.) 

A  Bill  for  extending  the  right  of  voting  at 
Parliamentary,  Municipal,  and  County  Council 

elections  in  the  United  Kingdom  to  duly 
j^ihumI  women— Were  presented  by  the  Lord 
ftsnmar  ;  read  I11 ;  and  to  be  printed. 

RAILWAY  RATES   AND  CHARGES 
PROVISIONAL  ORDER  BILLS. 

from  the  Commons  that  they  have 
to  the  following  Resolution,  viz.,  that 
all  Bills  of  the  present  Session  to  confirm 
provisional  Orders  made  by  the  Board  of 
Trade  under  the  "  Railway  and  Canal  Traffic 
Act,  1888,"  containing  the  classification  of  Mer- 
ioe  Traffic,  and  the  schedule  of  maximum 
and  charges  applicable  thereto,  be 
.„._Bd  to  a  Joint  Committee  of  Lords  and 
Commons,  and  to  desire  their  Lordships'  con- 
ace  thereto;  the  said  message  to  be 
into  consideration  To-morrow. 


Standing  Committee  to  meet  To-morrow 
at  Five  o'clock. 

House  adjo  irned  at  twenty  minutes 

before  Five  o'clock. 


PRIVATE    BUSINESS. 


LONDON  COUNTY  COUNCIL  (GENERA  1 , 
POWERS)  BILL. 

SECOND   READING. 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Second  Reading  be  deferred 
to  Monday  next." 

(3.10.)  Mr.  BOULNOIS  (Maryle- 
bone,  E.) :  I  desire  to  protest  against 
the  postponement  of  this  Bill  until 
Monday.  It  was  ordered  for  this  day, 
and  appears  "  by  Order  "  on  the  Orders 
of  the  Day.  A  number  of  Members 
have  attended  early  in  their  places  ex- 
pecting the  Bill  would  be  taken,  and 
now  it  is  again  put  oft'  for  a  week.  I  do 
not  know  how  these  arrangements  are 
made,  but  I  do  think  that  Members 
ought  to  have  notice  of  a  postponement 
of  this  kind,  and  should  not  be  left  to 
find  it  out  at  the  very  last  moment  when 
they  expect  the  Bill  to  be  taken.  I  have 
no  objection  whatever  to  the  postpone- 
ment, but  I  do  not  think  it  should  )>e 
left  on  the  Orders  as  to  be  taken  "  by 
Order." 

Mr.  KIMBER  (Wandsworth):  I 
believe  it  is  still  competent  for 
an  lion.  Member  to  move  the  rejec- 
tion. 

Second  Reading  deferred  to  Monday. 

LONDON    COUNTY   COUNCIL    (TRAM- 
WAYS) BILL. 

SECOND    READING. 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

(3.11.)  Mr.  J.  STUART  (Shoreditch, 
Hoxton)  :  In  moving  the  Second  Read- 
ing of  this  Bill  I  will  briefly  allude  to  its 
objects.  It  is  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
tinuing the  tramway  lines  across  West- 
minster Bridge  and  along  the  Embank- 
ment as  far  as  the  bridge  of  the  South 
Eastern  Railway,  near  Charing  Cross 
Station,  and  the  object  is  to  connect  the 
tramway  systems  on  the  south  with  the 
north  side  of  the  river.  There  has  been, 
as  I  will  shortly  show,  veiy  considerable 
3  K  2 
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demand  for  this  tramway.  Last  year  a 
Bill  for  constructing  the  line  was  pro- 
moted by  the  Tramway  Company,  but  it 
was  rejected  in  the  House  on  the  Second 
Heading  stage.  The  Bill  now,  somewhat 
differing  from  the  Bill  then,  is  promoted 
by  the  London  County  Council  itself.  It 
appears  to  the  Council  that  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case  make  it  more  pro- 
perly the  Authority  to  construct  the  fine, 
inasmuch  as  the  bridge  and  the  Em- 
bankment are  under  its  particular  care 
by  Act  of  Parliament.  For  this  and 
for  other  reasons  it  has  seemed 
desirable  that  the  London  County 
Council  should  construct  the  line. 
There  are  two  portions  of  the 
line,  the  one  I  have  described  and  a 
very  small  portion  uniting  the  new  line 
with  the  other  London  Tramway  Com- 
panies lines,  which  come  very  near  to  the 
terminus  of  the  South  London  Company, 
but  as  to  this  small  portion  of  the  line  it 
is  hardly  worth  while  my  speaking.  The 
clauses  of  the  Bill  are  in  one  respect  very 
different  from  the  ordinary  clauses  of  a 
Tramway  Bill.  It  is  proposed  that  the 
Council  shall  have  power  to  work  the 
tramway  itself  if  necessary,  and  I  may 
say  that  that  clause  has  been  introduced 
into  the  Bill  because  if  the  tramway 
were  to  be  constructed  and  the  Tramway 
Company  were  not  to  lease  it  from  the 
Council  the  line  would  be  useless  and 
the  expenditure  on  construction  wasted. 
It  is  not  desired,  however,  by  the  London 
County  Council  to  work  the  line,  and  an 
agreement  between  the  Council  and  the 
South  London  Tramway  Company  has  so 
far  advanced  that  there  is  hope  that  an 
arrangement  may  be  arrived  at  satisfac- 
tory to  all  pai-ties  for  the  working  of  the 
line  by  the  Tramway  Company,  and  if 
this  agreement  is  arrived  at  then  the 
clause  for  the  making  of  the  line  by  the 
London  County  Council  will  not  be 
pressed.  Negotiations  for  this  agreement 
have  advanced  a  considerable  length ; 
they  have  reached  this  stage:  that 
whereas  the  London  County  Council  ask 
£1,350  a  year  rental  for  the  line  from 
the  South  London  Company,  the  Com- 
pany is  willing  to  give  ,£1,000.  That  is 
the  difference  at  issue,  that  and  the  ques- 
tion of  rates,  and  these  points  surely  may 
very  fairly  be  settled  by  the  Committee 
upstairs.  If  we  are  so  near  an  agreement 
as  that,  it  is  hardly  worth  our  while  con- 
templating it  falling  through  now. 
There  was  a  clause  in  the  Bill 
Mr.  J".  Stuart 


last    year  which  caused    great  opposi- 
tion,   limiting   the    hours    of    servants 
to  ten  each  day.       There   were  many 
Members  who  cordially  agreed  with  the 
proposal,  but  objection   was  taken  to  it 
being  introduced  in  a  clause  in  an  Act 
of  Parliament.     In  the  present  case,  the 
County  Council  are  willing  to  make  this, 
a  clause  in  the  agi-eement  with  the  Com- 
pany subject  to  the  approval    of    the* 
proper  Authorities.  ^No  doubt  one  of  the* 
points  at  issue  before    the  Committee 
will  be  whether  such  a  clause  should  be 
introduced  or  not  into  the  agreement 
between    the    Council    and    the   South 
London  Tramway  Company.     That  is  a 
suitable   point  for   decision   upstairs,  it 
will  take  its  place  in  the  consideration  of 
the  agreement.     The  line  is  not  proposed 
to  be  carried  further  than  Charing  Cross 
Bridge.     The  Lambeth  Vestry,  within 
whose  district  a  considerable   portion  of 
the  line  lies,  have  signified  their  assent  to 
the  Bill.     Now  there  come  in  one  or  two- 
objections  that  have  been  raised  to  the 
Bill    and   have  been   circulated  among 
Members  in  papers  which  have  reached 
my  hands,  and  one  of  these  documents- 
emanates  I  believe,  though  it  does  not 
bear  the  statement  on  the  face  of  it,  from 
the   District   Railway  Company.     Tnis 
document  argues  that  this  Company  paid 
£200,000  for  the  privilege  of  passing 
under  the   Embankment,   that    it    has 
stations  at  Westminster  Bridge  and  also 
at   Charing  Cross,   and  that  to  run  * 
tramway  line  along  the  Embankment  is 
not  fair  to  them.     Upon  this  I   beg  to* 
observe  that  the  right  to  go  under  the 
Embankment  was  the  right  purchased,, 
there  was  never  a  thought  of  a  monopoly    ! 
being  conferred  of  a  line  of  communica-    * 
tion  there,  and  the  same  objection,  if  it    <' 
hold  good,  would  equally  apply  to  streets   * 
in  almost  any  quarter  of  London,  and  I  *;i 
cannot  for  a  moment  think  that  the   M 
House    will    throw    out    the     Bill    on    *i 
this  ground.    Then  the  same  document  M 
objects  to  the   London  County  Council   * 
embarking  on  a  speculative  undertaking  .'! 
involving  risk   of    loss,  the  burden    of  j* 
which  must  fall  on  the  ratepayers.  Now,    i* 
I  have  told  the  House  how  far  the  arrange-   ^ 
ment  for  working  the  line  has  gone,  and    jt 
it  will  be  in  the  power  of ,  the  House  to    ft 
estimate  how  far  this  is  likely  to  throw    '< 
speculative  burdens  on   the  ratepayers,    > 
But  this  is  in  no  sense  an  extraordinary    * 
or  novel  undertaking.  Local  Authorities    * 
have  laid  down  a  very  large  proportion     1 
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el  the  tramway  lines  in  the  country,  and 
ttbe  London  County  Council  are  doing 
nothing  speculative  in  this  matter.  Then 
there  is  a  statement  put  forward  that 
Westminster  Bridge  and  the  Embank- 
ment are  thoroughfares  peculiarly  un- 
suitable for  tramway  lines.  Now,  West- 
minster Bridge  is,  as  I  am  informed  by 
engineers  of  the  London  County  Council, 
<me  of  the  widest  bridges  crossing  the 
Thames,  and  the  Embankment  is  one  of 
the-  widest  drives  in  London,  and  if 
people  are  to  travel  by  tramway  this  is 
just  one  of  the  lines  to  be  taken.  It  is 
aud  it  will  destroy  Victoria  Embank- 
ment as  a  carriage  drive ;  but  this  I 
cannot  admit  for  a  moment,  seeing  the 
width  of  the  roadway,  though,  even  if  it 
did,  let  hon.  Members  observe  the  num- 
ber of  carriage^  driving  along  the  Em- 
bankment for  pleasure  and  compare  the 
number  with  the  crowds  of  working  and 
middle  class  people  passing  by  this  route 
to  and  from  the  South  of  London.  There 
is  a  very  large  number  of  people  indeed, 
-clerks,  artisans,  shop  assistants,  male  and 
female,  working  men  of  all  classes,  com- 
positors, and  others,  who  live  in  the 
South  of  London,  and  whose  employ- 
ment brings  them  to  Westminster  Bridge 
to  cross  to  the  other  side  of  the 
river.  They  have  to  make  the 
journey  in  all  weathers,  in  rain  or  snow 
<or  mud,  and  unfortunately  these  condi- 
tions predominate  in  London,  and  these 
unfortunate  people  have  to  go  to  office, 
shop,  or  warehouse,  in  wet  clothes  and 
wet  feet,  to  their  considerable  discomfort 
and  with  risk  of  injury  to  their  health. 
If  the  tramway  were  constructed  over 
Westminster  Bridge,  to  say  nothing  of 
going  any  further,  it  would  bring  these 
people  right  up  to  lines  of  omnibuses, 
and  of  course  going  on  to  Charing  Cross 
would  do  still  more,  and  the  crossing  the 
bridge  would  land  the  people  where  they 
-could  avail  themselves  of  Westminster 
Bridge  Station  of  the  District  Railway. 
These  facts  have  been  before  the  London 
County  Council  in  a  memorial  signed  by 
no  less  than  62,000  inhabitants  and 
resident  ratepayers  in  the  South  of 
liondon,  and  these  are  some  of  the 
reasons  I  lay  before  the  House  in  favour 
•of  this  undertaking.  I  have  only  one 
more  matter  to  touch  upon,  and  that  is  that 
in  one  of  these  opposing  memorials  which 
have  been  circulated  among  Members  of 
(he  House  it  is  stated  that,  the  present 
-Council  being  just  about  to  quit  office, 


it  should  not  be  allowed  to  commit  its 
successor  to  this  new  departure.  Well,  the 
House  has  heard  how  very  little  of  a 
new  departure  it  is  either  in  legislation 
or  in  the  action  of  the  London  County 
Council  itself,  which  has,  as  the  House 
knows,  resolved  to  take  over  a  much 
more  important  piece  of  tramway  than 
is  now  proposed  to  be  made.  But  if  the 
House  throw  out  the  Bill,  if  the 
Government  should  join  with  some  of 
its  supporters  in  the  endeavour  to 
throw  out  the  Bill  on  the  present 
occasion  on  the  ground  of  objection 
I  have  just  alluded  to,  then  it  will  be  a 
most  extreme  verification  of  what  has 
been  said  on  this  side  of  the  House — 
what  has  l>een  predicted  from  this  side 
of  the  House,  not  without  full  knowledge 
of  the  circumstances — that  the  deferring 
the  County  Council  elections  to  March 
would  have  an  exceedingly  impeding 
effect  on  London  legislation.  If  a  Bill 
is  not  to  pass  because  the  Council  is 
about  to  dissolve  and  its  successor  about 
to  be  elected,  why  then,  for  one  whole 
year  out  of  the  three,  will  London  pro- 
gress and  legislation  for  London  and 
London  people  be  absolutely  arrested  so 
far  as  the  County  Council  is  concerned. 
This  question  is  of  extreme  importance 
to  London  people,  and  whatever  points 
are  at  issue  between  the  Council  and  the 
Company  will  be  settled  after  the  elec- 
tion by  the  chosen  representatives  of  the 
people  of  London. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time." — (Mr.  J.  Stuart.) 

*(3.27.)  Sir  ALGERNON  BORTH- 
WICK  (Kensington,  S.):  I  was  ex- 
tremely sony  to  hear  the  closing  remarks 
of  the  hon.  Gentleman,  because  I  am 
certain  that  in  my  own  opposition  to  the 
Bill  I  am  not  moved  by  any  political 
motives,  and  I  am  positive  that  Her 
Majesty's  Government  had  nothing  on 
earth  to  do  with  any  such  motive  in 
postponing  the  County  Council  elections. 
I  am  equally  certain  that  in  opposition  to 
the  Bill  I  shall  find  support  f  rom  the  other 
side  of  the  House.  I  need  not  follow  the 
hon.  Gentleman  into  detail  of  the  various 
clauses,  because  these  may  veiy  properly 
be  dealt  with  by  the  Committee  should 
the  Bill  ever  reach  that  stage,  but  I  ask 
the  House  to  throw  out  the  Bill  positively. 
In  the  first  place,  it  comes  before  us  in  a 
very  shifty,  broken  form,  and  in  the  very 
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statement  we  have  just  heard  we  find 
how  inconclusive  the  arrangements  are 
for  the  working  of  the  Bill,  and  in  the 
very  statement  put  before  us  by  the 
London  County  Council  itself  we  read — 

"  The  arrangement  is  so  far  complete  that  it 
will  probably  be  ready  for  submission  to  the 
Council  when  it  reassembles  after  the  election 
if  the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time." 

So  we  are  to  proceed  on  the  hypothesis 
that  if   we  pass  the  Bill,  perhaps  the 
London  County  Council  may  be  able  to 
entertain  it  after  the  new  election.  Then 
we  ask  if  that  is  the  case,  seeing  that  the 
Bill  was  rejected  only  eight  months  ago, 
why  are  we  troubled  with  the  Bill  again 
now  ;  why  not  wait  for  the  new  Council 
to  put  it  forward  in  a  complete  shape  or 
a  perfect  form  without  taking  any  further 
steps?    The  hon.  Gentleman  has  alluded 
to  a  certain  amount  of  opposition  from 
the    Underground    Railway    Company, 
and  that  opposition  appears  to  me  per- 
fectly    natural.       The    Company    paid 
,£200,000    to   the    predecessors    of  the 
London  County  Council  for  the  privilege 
of   going  under  the  Embankment,  and, 
the    Council    having    possessed     them- 
selves of  this    £200,000,   now   propose 
to  run  a    line  overground    in    opposi- 
tion  to  the    very  persons  from   whom 
they    derived    this     pecuniary    benefit. 
But     this     is     a     matter    which    con- 
cerns    the      Railway     Company,     and 
is  not    the    principal    objection.      The 
hon.  Gentleman  speaks  of  the  Embank- 
ment   as    important     as    a    means    of 
traffic,     and   so    it    is    of  local  traffic, 
but     the     hon.     Gentleman    will     not 
tell  me  that  the  workmen,  clerks,  and 
others  to  whom  he   alludes    have    any 
business    on   the    Embankment.     They 
have  no  business,  no  work,  no  occupa- 
tion there ;  they  are  not  employed  there. 
They  travel  long  distances  and  they  are 
dropped  at  various  points.     They  do  not 
all  go  to  Lombard  Street  or  to  the  City  ; 
they  go  to  Regent  Street  and  the  City, 
and  various  places  inside  and  outside  the 
City,    and,    leaving   the   tramcars,    are 
carried     to     their    destination    by    the 
various  lines  of  omnibuses  which  diverge 
in  various  directions  in  large  numbers. 
I   have  counted   six  omnibuses   in   the 
minute  passing  my  house,  and  excellent 
vehicles  they  are.     I  hope  we  shall  have 
no    comparison   drawn   to-day  between 
these  and  "  gilded  chariots."      They  are 
excellent  conveyances,  and  the  ladies  of 
London  avail  themselves  of  the  omnibus 
Sir  Algernon  Borthwick 


service  quite  as  much  as  do  the  working 
classes.  The  stream  of  omnibuses  crosses 
the  bridge  and  takes  natural  directions 
according  to  the  requirements  of  the 
traffic  right   or  left  and  carrying  pas- 
sengers long  distances  for  a  penny.    Bat 
none  of  these  omnibuses  take  the  line  of 
the    Embankment.      No,    they    follow 
the  natural  routes,  and  I  maintain  that 
it  is  fiction  to  say  that  if  you  had  this 
tramway  it  would  be  of  the  slightest  real 
use.     It  is  intended  only  to  land  pas- 
sengers at  the  foot  of  a  gentle  hill  rising 
to    Charing    Cross  ;  it   does  not  go  to* 
the    station   even,    but    practically  no- 
where— among  a    lot    of    cabs,    where 
the  terminus    will   cause   an  enormous 
amount     of     obstruction.       It    would 
cause  the   greatest  amount  of  obstruc- 
tion,    too,     on     Westminster     Bridge, 
where  the  roadway  is  only  53  feet  wide. 
If  you  take    16   feet    from   the  centre 
of  the  roadway  you  leave  a  very  narrow 
margin  for  the  traffic,  which  even  now  is 
often  brought  to  a  standstill.     But  the 
fact  is,  this  proposal  is  thejoutcome  of  a 
long-standing  endeavour  on  the  part  of 
Tramway  Companies  to  capture  the  West 
End.     For  their  own  purposes  they  wish 
to  have  lines  running  through  the  West 
End  of  London.     I  am  quite  aware  that 
the  tramway  system  is  of  great   public 
convenience  in   some  parts  of  London, 
where  the  thoroughfares  are  suited  to 
them,   but    as    Lord    Palmerston    said, 
"  Dirt  is  only  matter  in  the  wrong  place," 
so    tramways     become    an     intolerable 
nuisance  when  introduced  into  the  unsuit- 
able narrow  thoroughfares  of  the  West 
End.      The    traffic  at  many  points  is 
blocked  beyond  endurance  now  very  often. 
We  shall  probably  have  to  come  to  this 
House  for  powers  to  do   something  to 
relieve    the     congestion     of     traffic     at 
Knightsbridge.        Here    and    at    such 
places  as  Hyde  Park  Corner,  in  spite  of 
the  ad mimble  steering  of  the  drivers  of 
cabs  and  omnibuses,  who  with  the  utmost 
cleverness  and   forbearance   avoid   con- 
stant    difficulties,     there     are     blocks 
repeatedly ;  and  if  you  introduce  into  the 
middle  of  such  traffic  fixed  lines,  you  wiD 
effect    the    greatest   amount  of    incon- 
venience   and     damage  to    the  trades- 
men    in     the     West     End,   who     find 
employment     for     those     sempstresses 
and  shop  assistants  to  whom  the  hon. 
Member  has  referred,  and  if  you   ruin 
their  trade  you  injure  the  very  class  or* 
whose  behalf  the   hon.   Member  urges 


HDL  This  I  r  on  the  question  of 
says  gem  y.  For  the  last  ten 
attempts  e  been  made  to  carry 
the  tramway  unes  np  such  streets  as 
WnMip  Street,  an  impossible  street  for 
the  purpose,  and  over  and  over  again 
the  project  has  been  defeated.  Now 
the  attempt  is  made  to  get  communica- 
tian  for  the  cars  over  Westminster 
Bridge,  and  I  suppose  in  due  time  the 
attempt  will  be  made  to  get  up  Parlia- 
ment Street  to  connect  with  the  northern 
branches  of  the  lines.  On  these  and 
other  grounds  I  ask  the  House  to  reject 
the  measure  as  one  it  is  impossible  to 
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the  traffic  flowing  east  and  west  by  the 
Strand  then  so  often  blocked.  But 
if  this  tramway  is  sanctioned  on  the 
Embankment,  the  effect  will  be  to  drive 
traffic  back  again  to  the  Strand,  for 
it  will  be  impossible  to  use  the 
Embankment  for  carriages.  Nothing 
owners  and  drivers  of  carriages  dislike 
more  than  the  twisting  of  their  wheels 
by  the  tramway  metals,  and,  equally  with 
the  public  vehicles,  carriages  have  a  right 
to  the  use  of  the  roads,  for  all  pay  rates. 
It  is  evident,  also,  that  something  more 
than  horse  cars  is  contemplated,  for  the 
Bill  includes  a  clause  for  regulating  the 
smoke  from  engines.  Will  that  not  pre- 
vent all  other  traffic?  Will  anyone  care 
to  drive  along  the  Embankment  passed 
by  puffing  engines  every  two  minutes  ? 
With  regard  to  the  District  Railway, 
undoubtedly  it  is  right  that  the  Com- 
pany should  have  a  voice  in  this  matter. 
1  was  twitted  last  year  with  holding  a 
brief  for  the  District  Railway  Company, 
though  I  did  nothing  of  the  kind, 
as  I  have  no  connection  with  that 
line  except  as  a  passenger.  But 
I  think,  if  a  public  l>ody  gives  £200,000 
towards  a  public  improvement,  and 
directly  that  is  made  all  the  profit  is  to 
be  taken  away  by  competition  promoted 
by  the  Local  Authority,  that  is  scarcely 
likely  to  encourage  public  bodies  to  assist 
municipal  improvements  in  the  future. 
Well,  the  Bill  was  thrown  out  last  year 
by  a  decisive  majority,  and  I  hope  the 
House  will  not  stultify  itself  by  accepting 
this  proposal  from  a  defunct  County 
Council — a  proposal  which  we  do  not 
know  that  the  new  Council  will  carry  out. 
It  may  well  be  that  the  new  Council 
may  think  it  has  quite  enough  in  hand 
without  entering  upon  other  undertakings. 
I  certainly  think  such  a  Bill  as  this 
should  wait  for  the  opinion  of  the  new 
Council,  and  if  the  Bill  is  for  the  pur- 
pose of  effecting  a  junction  between  the 
northern  and  southern  tramway  systems, 
this  is  not  the  bridge  for  the  purpose, 
because  the  lines  do  not  come  up  to  the 
bridge  on  both  sides  of  the  river. 

(3.43.)  Mr.  J.  ROWLANDS  (Fins- 
bury,  E.) :  I  have  listened  with  attention 
to  the  two  speeches  made  against  this 
Bill,  and  I  fear  they  are  of  the  class 
we  have  long  been  accustomed  to  as 
used  against  anything  like  a  development 
of  popular  traffic.  I  have  failed  to 
recognise  one  argument  or  reason  against 
the  passing  of  the  Bill.   I  was  astounded 


Amendment  proposed,  to  leave  out 
the  word  "  now,"  and  at  the  end  of  the 
Question  to  add  the  words  "upon  this 
day  six  months." — (Sir  Algernon 
Bortkuriek.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  word 
'now '  stand  part  of  the  Question." 

•(3.36.)    Mr.    DIXON-HARTLAND 
(Middlesex,  Uxbridge) :  My  objection  is 
that  the  real  object  is  not  stated  in  this 
HOI,  that  real  object  being  to  make  a 
connection  between    the  northern   and 
floothern  tramway  lines.     If  this  is  to  be 
done,  then  let  the  proposition  be  made 
in    an     open,   straightforward    manner. 
There  is  no  reason  why  the  North  and  South 
Metropolitan  Tramway  System    should 
not  be  connected,  but  let  it  be  proposed 
in  a  Bill  introduced  for  the  purpose,  and 
let  us  have  some  voice  in  the  selection  of 
the  bridge  over  which  the  traffic  is  to  go. 
The  last  bridge  to  select  would  be  West- 
minster.       It     is     inconvenient,     and 
the  bridge  is  unsuited  for  such  traffic.     I 
have   seen  the  plans  of  the  bridge,  and 
have  consulted  engineers,  who  tell  me  the 
construction  is  unfitted  for  such  traffic. 
The  crown  of  the  arches  Is  elliptical  and 
unfitted  to  bear  the  heavy  traffic  in  the 
centre  of  the  road.    The  bridge  was  built 
to  accommodate  lines  of  slow,  heavy  traffic 
on  either  side  and  the  quicker  traffic  in 
the   middle;  but  if  the  tramway  takes 
16  feet   from  the  centre  of    the    road- 
way it  will  be  impossible  to  accommodate 
two  streams  of  traffic  on  either  side.     The 
power  is  also  proposed  to  be  taken  to  close 
a  portion  of  the  bridge  for  a  certain  time 
pending  construction  of  the  line,    but 
meantime   what    is   to    become  of  the 
traffic?      The   Embankment    was    con- 
structed at  a  great  expenditure  of  public 
money  for  a  specific  purpose,  to  relieve 
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to  hear  the  hon.  Member  for  South  Ken- 
sington (Sir  Algernon  Borthwick)  argue 
that  the  other  side  of  the  bridge  would 
not  be  more  inconvenient  as  a  terminus 
than  the  end  of  Villiers  Street.  You  have 
a  dense  industrial  population  coming 
daily  from  Brixton,  Peckham,  and  the 
southern  suburbs  to  employment  on 
the  other  side  of  the  river,  and 
crossing      Westminster       Bridge      and 


Reading  of  this  Bill.  The  thoroughfare 
through  which  the  proposed  line  will 
run  is  a  wide  one,  the  terminus  is  a 
useful  one  as  landing  passengers  within 
easy  walking  distance  of  the  Strand.  I 
am  not  afraid  of  another  argument  which 
has  not  to-day  been  used,  that  it  will 
spoil  the  Embankment.  I  desire  to  see 
the  cars  running  along  the  Embankment, 
giving  the  industrial  classes  the  benefit 


turning     northward      many    of    these    of  a  ride  by  the  side  of  the  river  on 


people  will,  by  the  line  indicated 
in  the  Bill,  be  brought  within  reasonable 
distance  of  their  place  of  employment. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  who  seconded  the 
Amendment  admits  the  desirability  of 
connecting  the  northern  and  southern 


summer's  evening  for  a  penny,  just  as 
the  industiial  classes  in  Paris  can  ride 
along  the  Boulevard  des  Italians. 
(Several  hon.  Members  :  No,  no  ;  that  is 
not  so.)  Yes ;  I  have  done  it  myself — or 
I  should  say  the  Rue  de  Rr*oli.     (No, 


tramway  systems,  but  where   would  he    no.)    At  all  events,  I  desire  to  see  the 


begin  his  operations  for  the  purpose  if 
not  at  Westminster  Biidge  ? 

Mr.  DIXON-HARTLAND :  There 
is  no  tramway  system  with  which  to 
make  a  junction  on  the  north  side  of 
Westminster  Bridge. 

Mr.  J.  ROWLANDS  :  No  ;  there  is 
not,  I  admit  that ;  but  will  the  hon. 
Gentleman  say  that  he  would  not  equally 
oppose  a  plan  to  carry  the  northern 
system  over  Blackfriars  Bridge  by 
way  of  Farringdon  Street  ?  Would 
there  not  be  exactly  the  same  District 
Railway  monopoly  opposition  as  we  meet 
with  now  ?  Am  I  to  suppose  the  hon. 
Gentleman  would  be  prepared  to  endorse 
a  scheme  of  that  kind  for  crossing 
Blackfriars  Bridge  ? 

Mr.     DIXON-HARTLAND :     That 
is  not  the  question  before  us  now. 

Mr.  J.  ROWLANDS:  Just  now  the 
hon.  Member  said  there  was  no  reason 
why  the  two  systems  should  not  be  con- 
nected, but  he  objected  that  there  is  no 
connection  on  the  northern  side  of  the 
bridge,  then  I  ask  him  would  he  oppose 
a  plan  where  the  connection  could  be 
made  at  Blackfriars,  and  he  evades 
the  answer.  Of  course  we  should 
meet  with  the  same  opposition.  I 
thought  I  heard  the  whole  of  the  opposi- 
tion when  I  heard  of  the  carriage  wheels. 
We  have  heard  of  this  skidding  of 
carriage  wheels  many  times.  I  admit, 
of  course,  the  equal  light  of  carriages  to 
the  use  of  the  roadways,  but  I  deny  the 
right  of  the  owners  of  carriages  to 
exclude  the  public  conveyances  carrying 
thousands  where  the  carriages  carry 
units.  With  the  argument  on  behalf  of 
the  railway  monopoly  I  need  not  deal ; 
it  is  not  an  argument  against  the  Second 
Mr.  J.  Bowlcuids 


industrial    classes    of    London    able  to 
travel  cheaply  by  the  side  of  the  Thames 
as  the  people  in  Paris  do  by  the  Seine. 
I  hope  that  omnibuses  may  adopt  the 
idea  of  going  along  the  Embankment.    I 
know  of  no  reason  why  they  should  not. 
What  reason  is  there  for  opposing  this 
Bill  ?     There  is  a  dense  industrial  popu- 
lation dwelling  at  a  considerable  distance 
from  their  employment,  and  they  have 
to  take  a  public  conveyance.     But  in  bad 
weather  they  get  wet  through,  having  to 
cross  the  bridge  on  foot,  and  they  have 
to  continue  their  work  during  the  day, 
and  I,  from  experience,  know  what  it 
is  in  wet  clothes  or  with  wet  feet.  I  hope 
hon.  Gentlemen  will  withdraw  this  op- 
position, for  I  can  tell  them  there  is  only 
one  opinion  upon  it  outside.     It  may  be 
bias  on  the  part  of  the  people,  but  it  is 
regarded  as  class  opposition  from  those 
who  do  not  themselves  need  this  means 
of  conveyance. 

(3.51.)  Mr.  KIMBER  (Wands- 
worth) :  I  base  my  opposition  on  grounds 
quite  other  than  those  which  have 
already  been  advanced,  though  I  concur 
in  what  has  been  said  by  the  Mover  and 
Seconder  of  the  Amendment.  My  main 
ground  of  objection  is  that  this  Bill  h 
promoted  by  the  London  County  Coun- 
cil. ("  Hear,  hear ! ")  I  expected  that 
cheer,  but  I  am  not  at  all  afraid  to 
announce  at  the  outset  of  my  observa- 
tions the  ground  upon  which  I  make 
them.  I  hope  to  show  the  House  before 
I  have  done,  and  in  a  few  minutes,  that 
this  Bill  is  the  thin  end  of  the  wedge 
for  proposals  which,  if  carried  to  thenr 
logical  conclusion,  will  be  of  a  colossi! 
description,  involving  London  in  Social- 
istic experiments  for  extracting  capital 
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Cram  the  pockete  of  those  ratepayers  who 
have  it  and  turning  it  into  the  pockets  of 
those  who  have  not — to  he  repaid  Heaven 
know6  when.     Let  me  draw  attention  to 
Cknae   27  in  the  Bill,  which  provides 
that     If    the    Council    carries    on    the 
undertaking  at  a  loss,  then  this  loss  shall 
hb  borne  by  the  ratepayers.     Not  with- 
out reason  has  this  clause  contemplating 
deficiency   been  introduced.     A    few 
ago  we  had  announced  to  us  from 
amhtic  platforms    in    London    what    is 
oiled  the  London  programme  of    the 
Progressists — programmes  are    fashion- 
able just  now — and  the  programme  has 
attracted   some  attention.     One  speech 
h  particular  attracted  my  attention.    It 
■as  suggested  by  one  speaker,  Why  should 
not  tramways  be  taken  up  by  Munici- 
palities and   worked  even  at  a  loss  to 
the  ratepayers  in  order  to  accommodate 
vhat  are  called  the  toiling  thousands, 
although,  those  who  would  be  made  to 
pay   are    probably  as  great  or  greater 
toilers  than  they.    The  votes  of  these 
thousands      are    what     is     aimed    at. 
Uiat    is  the  principle  of  which  this,  I 
iy,  is  the  thin  end  of  the  wedge,  the 
communication  in  the  House,  and  I 
the  House  to  pause  before  sanction- 
ing such  a  principle  as  that.   At  another 
in  my  constituency,  one  of  the 
divisions  in  London,  this  principle 
boldly  announced  by  a  well-known 
Socialist  representative  of  his  friends  on 
the  London  County  Council,  and  1  sup- 
pose, to  give  it  an  extra  touch  of  satire, 
it   was    said   under  the   portals   of  the 
Local  Board  of  Works.     Working  men 
in     attendance    were    strongly    recom- 
mended  to  organise  and  to   use  their 
votes,  first  of  all,  for  getting  on  to  the  vestry 
and  Local  Boards,  then  on  to  the  Coun- 
cil, and  then,  by  the  help  of  their  fellows, 
into  Parliament.     For  what  ?    To  con- 
trol contracts  for  labour  in  London,  to 
organise  that  labour  for  the  purpose  of  ap- 
pointing their  own  foremen,  of  fixing  their 
-own  rate  of  wages,  called  a  fair  rate,  but 
anyhow  fixed  arbitrarily,  by  those  taking 
the  wages  and  managed  by  the  exercise 
ef  the  labour    vote,  to  fix  their  own 
hoars   of  labour,  or,  as  it  might  more 
properly  be  called,  of  non-labour.  (Cries 
cf  M  Question  ! ")    I  am  strictly  keeping  to 
the  question,  for  I  am  proceeding  to  show 
that  the  Bill  is  simply  a  first  enuncia- 
before  Parliament  for  carrying  into 
this  doctrine    laid    down  out-of- 
doors  by  the  party  promoting  this  Bill. 


These    are    the    principles     underlying 
the  proposals  in  the    Bill.     If  the  Bill 
passes  authorising   the  construction  of 
one  tramway,  the  precedent  will  be  set 
and  the  House  will  be  asked,  if  one  why 
not  ten,  if  ten  why  not  all  tramways  ? 
But  the  programme  is  not  confined  to 
tramways  :  it  is  to  extend  to  docks  and 
other  undertakings,  and  the  organisation 
is  to  extend  to  the  vast  army  of  labourers 
in  this  great  Metropolis.     Having  made 
the  London  County  Council  the  largest 
employer  of  labour  in  the  Metropolis, 
and   presumably  in  the  country,  those 
who   secure  the   employment     will,    of 
course,  expect  the  gratitude  of  this  vast 
army   of  labourers    and   their  votes  to 
secure    Socialistic    domination  over  the 
whole  of  society,  and  over  those  whom 
Socialists  call  the  people  living  at  their 
ease,  but  whose  work  in  most  instances 
extends  over  many  more  hours  than  the 
limit  labourers  fix.     Therefore  I  oppose 
this   Bill.     This  'proposal   was   rejected 
last  year.     The  principle  has  often  been 
affirmed     that     the    State    should    not 
compete  with   private   enterprise.     The 
principle    on    which   this  Bill  turns    is 
of  a   much    further  reaching  character 
I  than  any  mere  question   of  whether   or 
not  this  little  tramway  should  be  made. 
By  Clause  24  the  County  Council  seeks 
running  powers  over  the  whole  of   the 
two  largest  tramways  in    London — the 
London    Tramways    Company  and  the 
South    London    Tramways  Company — 
and  to  work  over  and  use  them  on  such 
terms  and  conditions  as,  failing  agree- 
ment,  shall   be   settled    by  arbitration. 
The  Parliamentary  agents  who  are  sup- 
porting the  Bill  say  that  it  is  not  intended 
by  the  Council  to  work  the  lines  them- 
selves,   but  to  enter  into  an  agreement 
with  a  Tramways  Company.     But  I  ob- 
ject to  private  agreements  made  by  Com- 
mittees of  the  London  County  Council 
behind    the  back   of   this   House,   and 
smuggled  through  by  a  Bill  of  this  kind. 
The  Council  would,  under  that  clause, 
require  an  army  of  labourers,  inspectors, 
conductors,     and     paymasters,    and    if 
there    were     any     loss     on  the    work- 
ing    the     ratepayers     would     have    to 
meet     the     charge.     Clause     26     is     a 
veiy  necessary  one,  if  the  principle  of 
the  Bill  be  sanctioned,  for  in  it  the  Coun» 
cil  asks  for  power  to  spend  on  capital 
account,  whatever  that  may    mean    in 
County  Council  finance.     But  it  is  not 
to  remain  capital ;  the  ratepayers  are  to 
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repay  it,  as  if  it  were  a  loan,  in  60  years. 
Why  should  they  not  raise  a  million  if 
they  are  to  he  the  promoters  and  finan- 
cial agents  of  this  vast  Metropolis,  with 
power  to  drag,  by  compulsory  powers,  out 
of  the  pockets  of  the  ratepayers  enough 
money  to  create  industrial  undertakings 
of  this  kind,  and  carry  them  on  in  com- 
petition with  private  owners?  If  the 
County  Council,  which  was  to  be  the 
Superviser  of  the  working  of  tram- 
ways, is  to  be  a  tramway  owner  itself, 
what  kind  of  impartiality  will  they 
exercise  ?  If  this  line  is  to  be  made  at 
all,  it  is  well  known  to  commercial  men 
that  not  only  could  it  be  done  without 
charging  the  ratepayers  or  taking  power 
to  charge  them,  but  it  could  be  done  not 
only  with  security  against  any  possible 
loss,  but  with  a  very  large  payment  to  be 
made  to  the  ratepayers  if  the  County 
Council  would  but  act  as  commercial  men 
do .  The  Tramway  Companies  would  give 
a  large  sum  of  money  to  cross  the  bridge. 
They  would  keep  the  bridge  in  order, 
and  pay  a  large  sum  to  the  ratepayers 
annually  in  aid  of  the  rates.  If  the  line 
is  to  be  made  at  all,  it  should  not  be 
made  by  the  County  Council,  but  by 
somebody  else  under  conditions  in  which 
the  ratepayers  would  be  indemnified 
against  any  loss.  For  this  reason,  in 
addition  to  those  given  by  the  Mover  and 
Seconder  of  the  Amendment,  I  join  in 
their  hope  that  the  Bill  will  be  thrown 
out. 

(4.8.)  Mr.  COURTNEY  (Cornwall, 
Bodmin) :  I  think  it  would  be  con- 
venient to  the  House  if  we  were  to  re- 
strict the  Debate  to  rather  narrower 
limits  than  did  the  last  speaker.  There 
are  some  persons  now  soliciting  votes 
who  believe  that  the  whole  of 
the  tramways  should  be  taken  by  the 
County  Council,  and  worked  on  a  semi- 
philanthropic  and  socialistic  principle, 
at  a  loss,  for  the  benefit  of  the  people 
of  the  Metropolis,  in  somewhat  the  same 
way  as  the  Post  Office  is  worked. 
Whether  there  be  many  or  few  of  these 
persons  remains  to  be  seen.  I  suspect 
that  the  number  who  indulge  in  these 
dreams  is  few.  What  I  would  submit  to 
the  hon.  Member  is  that  the  best  way  to 
resist  foolish  proposals  is  to  be  sensible 
ourselves.  Let  us  look  at  this  question 
in  its  real  dimensions  and  see  what  it 
really  means.  It  is  the  same  proposal 
as  that  brought  before  the  House  last 
year  and  rejected,  and  it  will  probably 
Mr.  Kimber 


be  rejected  now.    Although  it  is 
posed  this  year  by  the  County  Oou 
and  was  proposed  last  year  by  the  Ti 
ways  Company,  it  is  practically  the  i 
thing.      If  the  Council  takes    ovf 
tramway,  it  does  so  in  accordance 1 
what  is  now  the  law,  which  enables 
take   over  the  various   lines    at    1 
periods.     The  Bill  also  contains  po 
for  the  County  Council  to  come  to  U 
so  that  it  will  not  work  the  line,  but 
Tramway  Company  will  do  so.     T 
terms  between  the  County  Council 
the  Company  are  matters  which 
properly  come  under  discussion  in 
Committee  upstairs,  and  they  are 
points  which  we  should  enter  into  1 
They  should  be  examined  by  the  C 
mittee,  if  on  consideration  of  the  \ 
ciple  of  the  Bill    yon    do    not    se 
fundamental  objection  to  the  construe 
of  the  tramway.     What  we  have  to 
sider  here  is  whether  there  is  any  fa 
mental  objection  to  the  constructio 
the  tramway.   Let  us  examine  that. 
the  circumstances  of  convenience  oi 
convenience    such    that    you    will 
entertain    the    project    of    a    tram 
being    constructed    over     the     br 
and      a    little    way     along    the 
bankment,  not   further    than    Cha 
Cross  Bridge— so  as  not  to  interfere  ^ 
the  traffic  from  East  to  West  ?    £ 
you  such  rooted  objection  to  this  ti 
way  that  you  cannot  allow  the  Bill  t 
upstairs?     I   asked    hon.    Member* 
consider  this  last  year.     It  is  perft 
true  that  there  are  no  tramways  a 
the  Boulevard  des  Italiennes  or  the 
de   Rivoli ;  but  they  are  all  along 
Seine,  along  the  Champs  Erysees.  Ui 
the   Empire  they  were  stopped  at 
Place  de    la   Concorde,   but  when 
Empire  was  abolished  one  of  the  : 
things  done  was  to  run  them  again, 
they  now  run  between  the  Louvre 
the  Seine,  which  is  a  very  narrow  pi 
They  run  right  through  Paris,  anc 
the  other  end    of  Versailles;    and 
between  North  and  South  there  is 
interrupted  communication.    The  tr 
ways  run  from  north  to  south  and  £ 
east  to  west.     Can  you,  with  that  ea 
rience  before  you,  say  that  you  des* 
all  the  amenities  of  London  if  you  ai 
this  tramway  to  be    brought  over 
bridge  and  along  the  Embankment  as 
as  Charing  Cross   Bridge?     If  it  * 
proposed   to    carry    the  line  along 
Strand  or  any  other  very  busy  plaa 
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that  the  line  shall  alone  be  worked  by 
either  animal  or  electric  power,  so* 
[  do  not  see  where  the  hon. 
Gentleman  could  get  his  smoke 
from.  The  line  over  the  bridge  would 
be  a  great  convenience  to  persons  driving 
to  Waterloo,  for  the  trams  now  stop  in 
a  narrow  and  dangerous  spot,  seriously 
affecting  the  traffic,  and  being  a  constant  - 
source  of  danger  to  those  leaving  and 
entering  the  trams.  The  Embankment 
is  three  or  four  times  the  breadth,  and 
there  would  be  little  danger  or  trouble 
in  entering  or  leaving  the  cars  at  that 
place.  1  regret  that  we  must  go  to  a 
Division,  for  I  think  it  is  absolutely 
useless  to  pass  the  Second  Beading 
under  the  present  cii-cumstances,  as  the 
chairman's  letter  says  the  Company 
will  not  work  the  line  under  the 
conditions  now  insisted  upon  by  the 
County  Council.  That  Body  takes 
power  by  this  Bill  to  work  the  pro- 
posed line,  but  surely  this  is  impossible. 
The  line  must  be  worked  by  the  Tramway 
Company,  or  it  cannot  be  worked  at  all. 
I  appeal  to  the  hon.  Meml)er  for  Hoxton 
to  adjourn  the  Debate  for  a  month,  and 
then  we  shall  have  a  chance  of  seeing 
whether  the  County  Council  will  or  will 
not  come  to  terms  with  the  Tramway 
Company,  and  if  they  will  not,  the  House- 
will  be  more  than  justified  in  throwing 
out  the  Bill. 
*(4.23.)  Earl  COMPTON  (York, 
W.R.,  Barnsley):  I  have  no  intention 
of  making  an  electioneering  speech,  as 
we  are  simply  discussing  whether  a  cer- 
tain Bill  promoted  by  the  County  Council 
shall  be  read  a  second  time  or  not.  As 
regards  the  mattei-s  brought  forward  by 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite.  The  smoke 
difficulty  was  removed  by  the  last 
speaker,  and  the  clause  referred  to  is  the 
Board  of  Trade  Clause,  which  has  to  be 
inserted  in  all  such  Bills,  and  I  am  quite 
ready  to  leave  that  point  to  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  opposite,  who,  I  regret,  was. 
not  here  at  the  commencement  of  the  dis- 
cussion. We  liave  been  told  that  the 
traffic  would  be  seriously  impeded  across 
Westminster  Bridge.  There  are  four 
lines  of  traffic  over  London  Bridge,  and 
they  are  regulated  just  as  if  tram  lines 
were  laid  down,  therefore  I  cannot  see 
where  the  objection  comes  in.  As  to- 
the  laying  of  the  lines,  I  think  some  state- 
ment should  be  made  on  behalf  of 
the  County  Council,  as  they  are* 
not    to    be    laid     in     the    centre    of 


rf  eoone,  be  absurd.  But  when 
b  a  large  space  like  this,  I  should 
and  the  How  —though  I  am 
;  lrilladhere  to  n»  original  Reso- 
-to  send  the  Bill  upstairs,  so  that 
lib  may  be  examined. 
ft.)  Mb.    KELLY  (CamberweU, 

think,  Sir,  there  is  another 
*e  night  take  with  regard  to  this 
d  that  is  to  adjourn  this  discus- 
*  a  month.  I  will  explain  why  I 
that.  This  is  not  only  not  the 
ill  as  that  of  last  year,  but  it  will 
oeed  by  the  very  persons  who 
eed  the  Bill  last  year.  I 
letter  from  the  Chairman  of 
radon  Tramways  Company,  in 
le  says  the  Company  would  not, 
Id  not,  consent  to  the  conditions 
the    County    Council    desire    to 

and  that  the  Company  would, 
,    feel    it  to  be  their    duty    to 

the    Bill    in    Committee.    The 

Council  desires  to  impose  the 
<n  that  the  Company  shall  not, 
my  circumstances,  employ  a  man 
tan  ten  hours  a  day ;  but  there  are 
is,  such  as  a  great  Bank  Holiday, 
ley  desire  to  run  every  car  at  the 
Bible  moment  to  carry  poor  people 
;  night ;  and  if  they  were  placed 
that  restriction  it  would  be  im- 
>  for  them  to  cany  on  their 
sin  their  own  way,  dealing  as  they 
ind  it  necessary  with  their  own 
s.  Their  employes,  who  receive  42s. 
,  are  contented,  and  it  has  been 
|uite  impossible  to  get  the  great 
7  of  them  into  any  union.  We 
w  trying  to  decide  this  question, 
n  a  week's  time  we  may  have  a 
r  Council  willing  to  make  reason- 
mis  with  the  Tramway  Company, 

0  lead  to  that  which  is  of  the 
at  importance  to  thousands  of  work- 
rln  and  poor  children  who  cross  the 

1  every  day,  and  whom  the  Tram- 
3ompany  would  carry  across  it 
it  any  further  charge  whatever. 

bound  to  vote  for  the  Second 
ag,  because  T  believe  that  will 
a  between  now  and  the  sitting 
9  Committee  which  will  enable 
•rties  to  come  to  terms.  The 
ly  Company  is  willing  to  build 
ne  or  work  it  for  the  County 
3,  paying  interest  to  the  ratepayers 
» use.  The  hon.  Member  for  the 
ige  Division  held  out  the  Smoke 
» to  the  House.    The  Bill  provides 
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the  bridge,  but  one  line  on  each 
side,  leaving  the  centre  for  the 
.general  traffic.  The  roadway  is  54  feet 
wide,  and  the  two  lines  for  the  tramwav 
would  take  up  14  feet,  leaving  a  40  feet 
roadway  for  the  general  traffic,  which 
-would  be  ample.  We  should  consider  the 
necessity  there  is  for  some  tramway  com- 
munication between  the  South  of  London 
and  the  rest  of  the  Metropolis.  As  to 
the  question  of  finance,  it  seems  to  be 
the  impression  that  it  would  be  a  serious 
matter.  The  cost  would  be  £10,000. 
What  has  been  the  offer  of  the  Tramway 
'Company  ?  Their  offer  has  been  to  pay 
£1 ,000  a  year.  Of  course  there  would  be 
-expenses,  wear  and  tear  and  keeping  up 
the  line,  and  they  might  be  calculated  at 
25  to  30  per  cent,  at  the  very  outside. 
There  would  be  no  question  of  loss  to  the 
ratepayers  of  any  shape  or  kind.  A  great 
deal  has  been  made  of  the  point  that  the 
County  Council  should  have  left  the 
question  for  a  future  Council  to  decide. 
Foy  my  own  part,  I  look  upon  that  view 
with  extreme  disfavour  ;  I  think  that  it 
is  the  duty  of  a  Municipal  Body  to  carry 
out  its  work  to  the  last  moment,  and  that 
it  has  no  right  to  postpone  to  its  suc- 
cessors a  duty  which  it  regards  at 
the  present  moment  as  necessary.  With 
regard  to  the  question  of  spoiling 
the  Embankment,  I  imagine  that  the 
Embankment  was  made  for  the  use  of 
the  ratepayers  of  London,  that  it  should 
be  used  for  their  convenience,  and  that 
it  should  be  left  to  them  to  determine 
what  use  to  make  of  it.  The  argument 
has  been  used  that  the  tramway 
would  be  competing  with  the  Under- 
ground Kailway.  But  that  argument 
would  mean  that  we  are  to  have 
no  more  tramways  or  omnibuses 
at  all.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  what  is 
wanted  is  competition,  and  why  should 
we  not  have  it?  Some  hon.  Members 
opposite  seem  to  hold  that  everything 
proposed  by  the  London  County  Council 
must  be  wrong,  and  I  must  confess 
regret  that  Paity  opposition  has  resulted 
in  Party  fights  in  elections  for  the 
London  County  Council.  The  London 
County  Council  knows  that  the  dis- 
tricts of  South  London,  which  would 
be  affected  by  this  Bill,  are  unani- 
mous in  favour  of  it,  and  we  have 
only  done  our  duty  is  bringing  it  for- 
ward. I  should  like  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  House  to  Clause  5,  by  which  it  is 
laid  down  explicitly  that  if  the  work  is 
Earl  Compton 


not  done  in  three  years  the  matter  wi 
lapse.  Therefore  it  will  be  in  the  powc 
of  the  new  County  Council  to  decid 
whether  they  will  go  on  with  it  or  na 
and  the  term  would  come  to  an  en 
during  their  tenure  of  office. 

Sir  A.  BORTHWICK :  The  Undei 
ground  Kailway  paid  £200,000  for  th 
privilege  of  going  along  the  Embanl 
ment. 

(4.40.)  Mr.  E.  BOULNOIS  (Mar 
lebone,  E.) :  I  wish*to  say  a  few  wow 
upon  the  subject,  but  I  do  not  desire  i 
go  into  the  matter  of  competition  as  1 
which  these  tramways  and  omnibuses  wi 
be  subjected.  I  wish  to  say  a  few  wore 
from  the  point  of  view  taken  by  tl 
minority  of  the  Council  against  the  court 
adopted  by  the  Council  of  construct^ 
tramways.  The  hon.  Member  fc 
Shoreditch  has  stated  that  the  Count 
Council  does  not  desire  to  work  tl 
tramways,  but  to  enter  into  an  arrange 
ment  with  the  Tramway  Company  0 
which  the  latter  should  work  it.  Id 
not  believe  that  it  would  be  possible  fo 
the  present  County  Council  to  enter  int 
such  an  agreement  with  Tramway  Con 
panies,  because,  as  we  all  know,  it  insist 
upon  such  terms  as  to  wages  paid  ac 
the  length  of  hours  worked  as  that 
would  be  absolutely  impossible  for  t] 
Company  to  entertain  such  proposa 
and  pay  its  way.  The  minority  of  tl 
Council  object  very  strongly  to  tl 
Council  working  those  tramways, 
admit  there  is  a  large  majority  in  favog 
of  taking  them  over  and  leasing  Al~ 
but  there  has  been  a  distinct 
taking  given  that  there  should  be  no 
tempt  made  to  work  them.  With 
to  the  estimated  cost  of  this 
dertaking,  since  the  question  of 
acquisition  of  tramways  has 
discussed  in  this  House  last 
the  County  Council  has  given  notice 
Tramway  Company  to  purchase  a 
small  piece  of  line.  That  purchase 
been  carried  out  upon  the  estimate 
by  the  valuer  of  the  Council,  and  it 
now  rumoured  that  a  claim  six  or 
times  as  large  as  the  estimate  made 
the  valuer  has  been  sent  in  by  the1"*  ^ 
way  Company.  I  think,  therefore,  it| 
necessary  to  accept  the  noble  l4fjjl 
statement  as  to  cost  with  oaumI 
What  I  ask  the  House  to  do  is  to  gfi^ 
time.  This  is  purely  an  experiment,  anfe 
think  the  House  should  pause  bewT 
allowing  such  an  undertaking  to  bepMC 


it 
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!y  forced  upon  the  successors  of  the 
nit  County  Council. 
.45.)  Mr.  CREMER  (Shoreditch, 
gBrtfbon):  The  opposition  to  this 
comes  from  two  classes  of  Mem- 
— those  who  are  actuated  by  an 
tae  hatred  of  the  London  County 
lcfl  and  all  its  acts,  and  those 
can  afford  to  ride  in  carriages  and 
and  who  disregard  the  wants  of 
nassee,  who  must  ride  in  omnibuses 
ramways  or  walk.  The  conditions 
h  the  London  County  Council  desire 
npose  upon  the  Tramway  Company 
o  my  mind  rational  and  wholesome. 
e  conditions  are  that  the  Company 
Id  pay  their  servants  fair  wages,  and 
the  hours  of  work  should  be  limited 
m  hours  a  day. 

Jt.  KELLY :  I  wish  to  explain  that 
e  is  no  condition  affecting  the  wages 

>  paid .     The  servants  of  the  Company 

>  always  been  contented  with  the 
es  they  received,  and  they  have 
sed  to  join  in  the  union. 

[r.  CREMER :  The  statement  that 
ndition  as  to  wages  was  to  be  imposed 
been  made  by  at  least  two  hon. 
abers  upon  the  other  side  of  the 
se,  and  if  such  a  condition  is  not 
ained  in  the  Bill  the  hon.  Mem- 
i  have  been  misleading  the  House. 
nlieve  that  the  poorer  ratepayers 
London  have  made  up  their 
i  that  the  control  of  the  tram- 
s  should  be  in  charge  of  the 
don  Comity  Council.  Hundreds  and 
sands  of  people  living  upon  the 
r  side  of  the  Thames  are  most  anxious 
vafl  themselves  of  the  increased 
[ties  of  locomotion  which  would  be 
lied  by  this  Bill,  and  I  confidently 
that  if  the  opponents  of  the  Bill 
wd  in  defeating  it  they  will  regret 
action  before  long.  Depend  upon  it 
the  new  County  Council  will  insist 
i  harder  conditions  than  the  present 
icH  seek  to  impose  upon  the  Tram- 
Companies,  and  I  believe  it  is  quite 
ible  that  they  will  be  supported  in 
r  demand  by  a  Liberal  House  of 
mens. 

,50.)  Mr.  WEBSTER  (St.  Pan- 
,  E.) :  I  think  there  can  be  no  doubt 
the  construction  of  a  tramway  on 
tminster  Bridge  would  seriously 
rfere  with  the  traffic.  There  is,  in 
,  no  room  on  the  bridge  for  a  tram- 
If  there  were  any  widespread 
re    for    a     tramway     along     this 


route       I      should       say      that       the* 
best  proof  of  it  would  be  to  see  omnibuses. 
running  along  the  same  i*oute,  for  it  may 
be  taken   for   granted   that   where  the 
public  wish  to  go    there  the  omnibuses 
will  be  found.     But  we  find  none  along 
this  route ;  along  the  Embankment  you 
seldom  see  an  omnibus,  and  I  take  it 
that  that  is  the  best  proof  that  the  route 
is  not  desired  for  the  purpose.      Why 
was  the  Embankment  constructed  ?      I 
take  it  that  it  was  not  built  for  the  use 
of  a  few  people  who  want  to  go  to  the 
South  of  the  Thames  from  Charing  Cross, 
but  rather  for  the  general  benefit  of  the 
people.     Besides,  it  cannot  l>e  said  that 
it  is  for  the  benefit  of  the  public  gene- 
rally;  for  there  are  but  few  shops  in  the- 
neighbourhood  of  Charing  Cross.      The 
Embankment    was    constructed  for   the- 
general  l>enefitof  the  whole  of  London,  and 
I,  for  one,  must  protest  against  its  being 
applied  to  the  use  of  any  particular  class. 
The   Embankment  was  spoken  of  as  a 
great    boulevard,  and    hon.   Gentlemen 
referred  to  Paris,  but  they  will  find  that 
in   Paris   there   in  no   line  of   tramway 
running  over  any  bridge.    In  Paris  there 
may  be  a  line  of  tramwpy  running  along 
the  side  of  a  bridge,  but  there  is  none 
running  over  it.     Hon.  Gentlemen  want 
to  have  a  tram  line  running  along  the- 
Embankment  in  order  that  there  might 
be  better  communication  established  with 
North  London  in  the  most  congested  dis- 
tricts. If  they  want  to  have  communication 
established  from  North  to  South  London 
it  certainly  ought  not  to  be  over  West- 
minster Bridge. 

Mr.  CREMER:  Might  I  interrupt 
the  hon.  Gentleman  for  a  moment  with 
reference  to  what  he  said  about  Paris  ? 
There  are  at  least  two  tramway  lines  in 
Paris  running  across  bridges. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  :  Then  I  beg  the  hon. 
Gentleman's  pardon.  But  referring  to 
London,  I  wish  to  point  out  to  the 
hon.  Gentleman  who  sneered  at  the  state- 
ment that  carriage  wheels  were  injured 
by  tramway  lines,  that  carriage  wheels- 
are  injured,  and  so  are  cab  wheels,  and 
so  are  omnibus  wheels,  and  so  are  light 
car's  and  dray's  wheels  injured,  and 
so  are  fire  engines'  wheels  injured.  I 
venture  to  say  that  the  tramway  line 
there  is  not  wanted,  that  it  is  not 
required,  and  that  it  will  destroy  the- 
beauty  and  all  the  interest  of  that  noble- 
boulevard,  the  Thames  Embankment.. 
Hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  may  also  wish 
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to  use  the  open  spaces  along  the   Em- 
bankment, which  were  made  by  the  late 
Leader  of  the  House.     Hon.  Gentlemen 
in  their  Communistic  wishes  may  desire 
to  have  gasometers  erected  there.     I  am 
opposed  to  this  Bill  on  principle,  and, 
further,  I  am  opposed  to  it  because  I  say, 
as  a  London  Member,  that  a  tram  line  is 
not   wanted   on  the  Thames    Embank- 
ment. 
♦Mr.  A.   J.   MUNDELLA  (Sheffield, 
Brightside) :  It  seems  to  me  deplorable 
that  the  time  of  the  House  should  be 
wasted  with  discussing  a  matter  so  small 
as  this,  a  proposal  relating  to  a  tramway 
line  which  is  promoted  by  the  London 
County  Council,  and   which    does    not 
extend  to  the  length  of  three-fourths  of 
a,  mile.     Hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  have 
spoken  of  this  as  a  Socialistic  movement, 
and  as  the  introduction  of  the  thin  end  of 
the  wedge.     I  was  very  much  surprised 
to  hear  this  from  the  hon.  Member  for 
the    Wandsworth    Division,   because   I 
remember  that  this  movement  is  only  a 
small    part     of    a    scheme    which   was 
promoted  in  this  House  more  than  20 
years     ago.        It    was     not     promoted 
by  Socialists  then ;  it  was  not  denounced 
then  as  a  Socialistic  movement ;  it  was 
promoted    by    the     London    Tramways 
Company.      It    was    opposed     by    Mr. 
Beresford  Hope,  who  sat  on  this  side  of 
the  House,  and  he  conjured  up  before 
the  House  all  the  honors  which  have 
been  referred  to  by  the  hon.  Baronet  the 
Member  for  the  South  Kensington  Divi- 
sion, and  spoke  of  trams  being  allowed 
to  run  down  Piccadilly,  and  down  the 
Strand,  and  going  along  and  destroying 
the  Thames  Embankment.     Really,  this 
is  a  matter  extending  over  a  distance  of 
under  five  furlongs.  * 

An    hon.   Member:    Eight    miles  of 
running  power. 

Mr.  MUNDELLA:  That  is  the 
running  power  that  the  London 
Tramways  Company  wanted  to  get 
at  that  time.  But  what  we  want 
is  to  get  the  control  of  the  tram- 
ways. The  Metropolitan  Board  of  Works 
opposed  them  because  they  wanted  entire 
control  of  the  tramways ;  the  Metro- 
politan Board  of  Works  contemplated 
what  I  hope  the  London  County  Council 
contemplate — getting  complete  control, 
not  to  work  them  ;  out  as  the  streets  are 
the  property  of  the  ci  izens  of  London, 
they  should  be  under  the  control  of  the 
Local  Authorities  of  London.  We  do 
Mr.  Webster 


these  things  in  the  Provinces.     Shei 

controls  the  tramways,  so  does  Liver] 

and  many  other  large  towns.     We  1 

control     of     the     tramways,     bees 

it    may    be    necessary    to    change 

divert   the    line    of  a   street    and 

prove    it,    and    it    is    right    that 

Municipality  should  have  complete  cor 

over  it.     I  never  heard  such  an  a 

ment  as  this  on  a  Private  Bill  in 

House — that  this    Bill  should    not 

sent  up  in  the  usual  course  to  a  C 

lnittee   upstairs  because   there   was 

election  coming  on.     It  is  the  first 

that     such     an     argument     has 

advanced  in  this  House.     Just  fancy 

saying  "  Oh  !  throw  out  the  Nottiu^ 

Improvement    Bill,    or    the    Liver 

Improvement  Bill ;  they  will  have  a, 

election  in  November,   and  then   id 

will  be  a  change    in  the  views  of 

constituency."      Why   these   argumc 

are  monstrous,  and  I  think  they  har 

justify  the  waste  of  time  the  Honsc 

put  to  in  this  matter.     What  are 

facts?    There  are  60,000  ratepayers 

South    London    praying  the  House 

make    this     small     improvement. 

right      hon.      Friend     the     Chairs 

of    Ways    and     Means    has    made 

brief  but  very  powerful  and  import 

speech   in   favour   of  sending  it  tc 

Committee  upstairs.      Every  argum 

that    has    been    advanced    against 

measure  is  an  argument  that  ought 

be  addressed  to  a   Committee  upeta 

That  is  the  proper  tribunal  to  try 

It  is  mischievous  to  the  last  degree  t 

the  House  should  take  this  matter  i 

its    own    hands,  and  should  refuse 

consider  the  wants  of  any  Municipality,* 

should  further  refuse  to  send  the  mat 

before  the  ordinary  tribunal.    As  to  w 

the  hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  So> 

Kensington  said  about  the  mischief 

tramways,  he  has  heard  from  the  Chi 

man  of   Ways  and    Means  what  ta 

place  in  Paris,  and  Brussels  too. 

(5.)  Sir  ALGERNON  BO RTHWI0 
I  wish  to  say  that  I  oppose  this  Bill 
behalf  of  the  West  End  Batepayi 
Association,  who  have  successfully  < 
f  eated  a  series  of  these  measures  hit 
duced  notably  by  the  very  persons 
whom  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  altad 
About  ten  year's  ago  it  was  proposed 
bring  this  very  tramway  across  W« 
minster  Bridge,  up  Victoria  Street,  a 
also  up  Sloane  Square. 
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•lb.  MUNDELLA :  And  who  are  the 

*W*k  Bad  Ratepayers'  Association  ?  Let 

m  ask  the  right   hon.   Baronet   what 

^k  have  the  West  End   Ratepayer*' 

Jaorirtton  to  interfere  with  a  proposal 

ir  hinging  a  tramway  line  from  South 

across  Westminster  Bridge,  or 

tab  op  the  time  of  the  House  in 

to  the  60,000  ratepayers  who 

petitioned  in   favour   of  the  pro- 

t  After  all,  it  is  a  question  to  be 

by  a  Committee  upstairs. 

Il  WEBSTER:  I  should  like  to  ask 

>  right  hon.   Gentleman  a  question. 

* "l  of  lt  Order,  order  l")     I  want  to 

whether  the  Petition  was  presented 

or  not? 

MUNDELLA:   The  real  ques- 
!•— shall  this  Bill  be  ref erred  to  a 
npstairs  ?      During  the  last 
Jftn  that  I  have  been  in  this  House 
In  always  been  the  custom  to  send 
of  this  kind  before  a   Committee 
That  is  the  proper  way,  and  I 
tins  House  will  not  stand  in  the 
of  an  important  improvement  pro- 
*  by  a  Local  Authority  which   the 
it  itself  has  set  up.     I  trust 
toahall  go  at  once  to  a  Division. 

V.13.)  Sib  CHARLES  C.  FRASER 
(Uttbeth,  N)  :  I  beg  leave  to  trespass 
the  time  of  the  House  for  a  few 
I  shall  stand  closely  to  the 
I  shall  not  wander  to  Paris, 
I  do  not  "  come  from  Sheffield."  I 
to  have  an  intimate  acquaintance 
Westminster  Bridge  and  its  neigh- 
and  would  give  evidence  as 
for  North  Lambeth,  which  I 
to  be,  on  which  one  end  of  the 
rests.  I  would  draw  attention  to 
M*  feature  in  this  Bill.  Last  year  it 
proposed  to  take  the  tranicars  from 
Bridge  Road  over  West- 
Bridge  ;  this  year  it  is  proposed 
to  take  the  Albert  Embankment 
which  at  present  stop  well 
of  the  bridge  and  road — round  St. 
a  Hospital,  so  that  both  lines 
converge  on  the  biidge — to  the 
detriment  of  trade  and  traffic. 
noble  Lord  the  Member  for 
£jjMky  (Lord  Compton)  has  pictured 
**  gentle  streams  gliding  smoothly 
J*  by  aide  over  the  bridge  under 
■*  guidance  of  the  County  Council. 
[  diihi  it,  and  would  leave  his 
•4hip  on  the  bridge  and  pass  to  the 
fesuiinilur  end  of  it,  where  the  two 
to  of  tvanu  will  have  to  turn  sharply 


to  the  right  on  to  the  Victoria  Embank- 
ment. At  this  point  the  flood  of  traffic 
from  Victoria  Street,  Great  George 
Street,  Parliament  Street,  through  Bridge 
Street,  pour  down  and  must  cause  great 
danger  and  difficulty.  Every  Member 
at  the  present  time  recognises  that  but 
for  the  attention  of  the  police  in  Bridge 
Street  we  shoidd  all  be  killed  every  after- 
noon. I  would  not  trespass  on  the  time 
of  the  House  ;  1  would  not  speak  of  the 
County  Council  or  of  Socialists,  of  those 
who  loll  in  gilded  chariots,  or  of  the 
working  men  who,  full  of  health  and  life, 
trudge  to  their  work  like  Englishmen, 
but  I  would  jisk  the  House  to  focus  its 
interest  on  those  who  have  not  those 
advantages  when  they  face  the  dangers 
of  the  streets,  and  ask  it  to  stay  the 
advance  of  the  uncompromising  tram- 
car. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided : — Ayes  160 ;  Noes 
158.— (Div.  List,  No.  9.) 

Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 
Bill  read  a  second  time,  andcommitted . 


QUEENS     SPEECH  — HER    MAJESTY'S 
ANSWER  TO  THE  ADDRESS. 

The  COMPTROLLER  op  the 
HOUSEHOLD  (Lord  Arthur  Hill) 
reported  to  the  House,  That  Her 
Majesty,  having  been  attended  with 
their  Address  of  the  15th  day  of  this 
instant  February,  was  pleased  to  receive 
the  same  very  graciously,  and  to  give 
the  following  Answer : — 

I  thank  you  most  sincerely  for  your  loyal 
and  dutiful  Address,  and  especially  for  your 
expressions  of  sympathy  with  Me  and  My 
Family  in  the  deep  affliction  which  has  visited 
Us. 

Your  heartfelt  participation  in  My  personal 
sorrow  has  afforded  me  much  consolation. 

BELFAST      CORPORATION    (LUNATIC 
ASYLUMS,  &c.)  BILL. 

Ordered,  That  the  Order  for  Committee  be 
discharged. 

Ordered,  That  the  Bill  be  committed  to  a 
Select  Committee  of  Seven  Members,  Four  to 
be  nominated  by  the  House  and  three  by  the 
Committee  of  Selection. 

Ordered,  That  all  Petitions  against  the  Bill 
presented  three  clear  days  before  the  meeting 
of  the  Committee  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee ;  that  the  Petitioners  praying  to  be 
heard  by  themselves,  their  Counsel  or  Agents, 
be  heard  against  the  Bill,  and  Counsel  heard 
in  support  of  the  Bill. 
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Ordered,  That  the  Committee  have  power 
to  send  for  persons,  papers,  and  records. 

Ordered,  That  Three  be  the  quorum.— 
(Mr.  Sexton.) 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

"  That  it  be  an  Instruction  to  the  Committee 
to  insert  in  the  Bill  clauses  re-arranging  the 
existing  division  of  the  City  of  Belfast  into 
wards,  so  as  to  make  it  possible  for  all  classes 
of  its  inhabitants  to  obtain  representation  in 
the  Town  Councils."—  (Mr.  Sexton,) 

And,  the  Motion  being  opposed, 
Further  Proceeding  stood  adjourned 
until  To-morrow. 

QUESTIONS. 


THE    ADMINISTRATION    OF    JUSTICE 
IN    TRINIDAD. 

Mr.  ALFRED  PEASE  (York):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies  whether  a  Commission 
of  Inquiry  has  been  sanctioned  by  the 
Colonial  Office  to  inquire  into  charges 
made  against  the  First  Puisne  Judge, 
and  into  the  administration  of  justice  in 
the  Islands  of  Trinidad ;  and,  if  so, 
whether  he  can  state  the  nature  of  the 
charges  preferred  against  the  Chief 
Justice ;  and  whether  the  cost  of  de- 
fence before  such  a  Commission  would 
be  thrown  individually  on  the  Chief 
Justice  and  other  persons;  and,  if  so, 
in  view  of  the  great  expense  that  must 
be  incurred  in  any  attempt  to  prove  that 
the  daily  duties  of  an  official  have  been 
faithfully  discharged  over  a  course  of 
years,  and  that  all  his  judgments  have 
been  reasonable,  whether  the  cost  of 
defence  could  be  defrayed  out  of  public 
funds  instead  of  out  of  the  private 
estates  of  the  officials  whose  conduct  will 
be  under  investigation,  and  to  whom 
the  payment  of  such  costs  must  neces- 
sarily be  extremely  burdensome  if  not 
disastrous  ? 

The  SECRETARY  to  the  TREA- 
SURY (Sir  John  Gorst,  Chatham): 
Perhaps  the  hon.  Member  will  allow 
me  to  answer  the  question.  The 
Secretary  of  State  has  decided  on 
the  appointment  of  a  Committee  to 
inquire  into  charges  made  against  the 
First  Puisne  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  Trinidad  and  Tobago,  and  into  the 
administration'of  justice  in  those  Islands. 
Complaints  have  been  made  against  the 
Chief  Justice  of  receiving  in  Chambers 
irregular  applications  from,  and  giving 


advice  to,  intending  litigants ;  of  allow 
persons  to  sue  informd  pauperis  with* 
the  evidence  of  poverty  required  by  la 
of  preventing  mortgagees  from  realisi 
their  securities,  and  keeping  the  m< 
gaged  property  for  long  periods  un< 
the  control  of  Receivers  appointed 
the  Court;  of  making  orders  uns 
ported  by  any  evidence ;  of  using  insi 
ing  and  intemperate  language,  and 
timidating  parties,  witnesses  and  juro 
and  of  abuse  of  the  power  of  the  Co 
to  punish  for  contempt  of  Court.  Ui 
the  Report  of  the  Commission  about 
be  appointed  has  been  received  and  c 
sidered  by  Her  Majesty's  Government 
opinion  can  be  expressed  on  the  quest 
whether  any  expense  which  the  CI 
Justice,  or  any  other  persons  whose  c 
duct  is  impugned,  may  have  incurrec 
defending  themselves  before  the  C< 
mission  should  be  recouped  to  them  fi 
the  public  funds  of  the  Colony. 

SCHOOL  ACCOMMODATION  AT 
ENFIELD, 

Mr.  CHANNING  (Northampton,  1 

I  beg  to  ask  the  Vice  President  of  1 

Committee    of    Council     on   Educat 

whether  the  number  of  existing  sch 

places  in  the  parish  of  Enfield  is  now  4,3' 

and  whether,  in  view  of  the  facts  that  1 

year's  Census  showed  a  population  in  1 

parish  of  31,532,  and  that  on  the  Depc 

mental  basis  of  one-sixth  of  the  popv 

tion  the  number  of  school  places  requi 

would  be  5,255,  he  will  state  what  st* 

the  Department  has  taken,  or  propo 

to  take,  to  secure  that  this  deficiency 

884  places   be   supplied    without  dela 

The    hon.    Gentleman     had     also    t 

following  question   on  the  Paper: — ! 

ask  the  Vice  President  of  the  Committ 

of  Council  on  Education  whether  he 
aware  that  the  population  of  the  distri 
of  Bush  Hill  Park,  in  the  parish 
Enfield,  is  now  about  3,600 ;  that  in  ti 
district  there  is  only  one  small  infill 
school ;  that  the  London  Road  Schot 
the  nearest  school  for  older  scholars,  is 
mile  and  a  quarter  distant  from  Bm 
Hill  Park ;  and  that  many  of  thechildn 
from  Bush  Hill  Park  have  to  cross  a  lei 
crossing  on  the  Great  Eastern  Railwi 
in  order  to  reach  it ;  and  whether  he  w 
take  immediate  steps  to  have  suitab 
school  provision  made  for  this  district  I 
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VICE  PRESIDENT  ok  the 
COUNCIL  (Sir  W.  Hart  Dyke,  Kent, 
Daxtford)  :  As  the  hon.  Member  has  two 
fustum*  dealing  with  the  same  subject, 
ft  will  be  for  the  convenience  of  the 
House  that  1  should  answer  them 
together.  When  the  results  of  the 
Census  were  known,  the  Department 
became  aware  of  a  deficiency,  though 
not  to  the  extent  assumed  in  the  ques- 
tion ;  but  no  pressure  upon  the  existing 
•apply  was  experienced  until  the  Free 
loneation  Act  came  into  operation. 
fince  the  calculation  of  the  number  of 
shool  places  given  by  the  hon.  Member 
^enlargements  providing  for  more  than 
150  children  have  been  sanctioned,  and 
ethers  are  in  preparation.  A  site  for  a 
urn  school  in  the  Bush  Hill  Park  district 
kas  been  approved,  and  the  plans  will  l>e 
mbmitted  in  the  course  of  a  few  davs. 
It  is  confidently  expected  that  by  the 
end  of  the  summer  the  whole  ground 
wfll  be  covered,  and  the  Inspector  reports 
that  even  now  there  is  no  difficulty  in 
finding  room  for  all  the  older  children 
who  are  under  the  obligation  to  attend 
-aefaooL 

DEATH    RETURNS    IN    8COTTISH 
POOR-HOUSES. 

Mr.  HALLEY  STEWART  (Lincoln- 

ihire,  Spalding)  :    I  beg  to  ask  the  Lord 

Advocate  whether  there  is  any  official 

Return  giving  the  number  of  deaths  in 

*|1fae  Poorhousee  of  Scotland ;  and,  if  not, 

vhether  he  will  amend  the  form  of  the 

"Abstract   of   Poorhouse   Returns,"  by 

ttqmring  the   Returns  to  be   made  in 

•prate    columns  of  the  persons   now 

mounted  for  as  "  Died  or  discharged  "  ? 

The  LORD  ADVOCATE  (Sir  C.  J. 

hiBaox,  Edinburgh  and  St.  Andrews 

Universities) :  I  am  informed  that  the 

abstract  to  which  the  hon.  Member  refers 

jfag  the  number  of  deatlis  in  the  sick 

*uda  in  each  poorhouse,  but  does  not 

hfade  those  rare  cases  of  sudden  deaths 

*Jach  occur  in  the  ordinary  wards.    The 

Board  of    Supervision   are  considering 

thathar  the  Abstract  can  be  conveniently 

landed  so  as  to  show  the  total  number 

•f  deaths. 

IHK PROPOSED  GALLERY  OF  BRITISH 
PICT /RES. 

&i  ALGERNON  BORTHWICK 
ffnangton,  S.):  On  behalf  of  my 
fcfc.  Friend  the   Member  for  Chelsea 

VOL.  I.  [new  series.] 
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(Mr.  Whitmore),  I  beg  to  ask  the  First 
Commissioner  of  Works  whether  he  can 
state  what  progress  has  been  made  in  the 
negotiations  with  Mr.  Henry  Tate  for 
the  erection  of  a  gallery  for  British 
pictures  ? 

The  FIRST  COMMISSIONER  of 
WORKS  (Mr.  D.  R.  Pllnket,  Dublin 
University) :  I  am  still  in  correspondence 
upon  this  subject,  and  I  must  ask  my 
hon.  Fiiend  to  postpone  his  question  for 
a  week. 

THE  UNITED  STATES    AND    BRITISH 

CONVICTS. 

Mr.  GIBBS  (London):  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  whether  the  attention  of  the  Go- 
vernment has  been  called  to  an  extract 
from  a  Report  of  a  Commission  sent  by 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  to 
inquire  into  the  subject  of  immigration 
into  the  United  States,  in  which  the 
following  paiagraph  appeal's  : — 

"  There  is  a  systematic  landing  on  the  shores 
of  the  United  States  of  the  convicts  of  Great 
Britain,  and  from  England,  Ireland,  and  Scot- 
land. During  the  last  eleven  years  there  has 
been  a  wide-spread  and  thoroughly  organised 
movement,  known,  encouraged,  and  patronised 
by  the  Government  of  Great  Britain,  for  the 
purpose  of  sending  convicts  and  ex-convicts 
to  the  United  States  "  ; 

and  whether  it  is  the  intention  of  the 
Government  to  make  a  representation  in 
regard  to  this  statement  ? 

The  UNDER  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  for  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (Mr. 
J.  W.  Lowtiiek,  Cumberland,  Penrith)  : 
Her  Majesty's  Government  have  not  re- 
ceived the  Report  ref eired  to,  but  Sir  J . 
Pauncefote  has  been  requested  to  procure 
it  and  send  it  home  as  soon  as  it  is  pub- 
lished. A  similar  allegation  was  made 
in  1889  by  a  United  States  Select  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Immigration,  and  it 
was  then  pointed  out  to  the  United 
States  Government  that  the  statement 
was  devoid  of  foundation. 

POSTAQE  OF  VOTING  CARDS. 

Mr.  ERNEST  SPENCER  (West 
Bromwich)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Postmaster 
Geneial  whether  he  is  prepared  to  allow 
polling  cards  to  pass  at  the  halfpenny 
rate,  with  the  voter's  number  on  the 
register  written  thereon  ? 

The      POSTMASTER     GENERAL 
(Sir    James     Fergusson,     Manchester, 
N.E.) :  No,  Sir ;  it  must  be  printed. 
3  L 
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MADRAS  PRESIDENCY  FAMINE 
STATISTICS. 

Mr.  MAC  NETLL  (Donegal,  S.) :  J 
beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  India  whether  he  can  define  the  areas 
in  the  Madras  Presidency  in  which  dis- 
tress and  famine  pressure  prevail,  and 
fix  the  dates  since  which  remedial 
measures,  such  as  relief  works,  kitchens, 
<fcc.  have  been  opened ;  what  are  the 
dates  on  which  scarcity  was  first  appre- 
hended, taking  the  dates  on  which  re- 
strictions in  water  supply  were  officially 
directed  in  the  districts  affected  as  the 
basis ;  what  was  the  normal  death-rate 
in  the  areas  referred  to  in  1890,  and 
what  is  the  death-rate  in  the  same  areas 
since  1st  July,  1891 ;  and  what  scale  of 
diet  is  doled  out  of  relief  kitchens  ? 

♦The  UNDER  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  for  INDIA  (Mr.  Citrzon, 
Lincolnshire,  Southport) :  Broadly  speak- 
ing, the  areas  are  those  mentioned 
in  the  Official  Telegrams,  published 
every  week  in  the  newspapers 
since  July.  The  affected  districts  are: 
Bellary,  Kurnool,  Salem,  Chingleput, 
Nellore,  Anantapur,  Cuddapah,  Coimba- 
tore,  North  Arcot,  South  Arcot.  In 
parts  of  Chingleput  and  of  some  other 
districts  relief  works  were  opened  in 
July,  and  some  little  gratuitous  relief 
was  also  given.  In  Bellary  and  the 
Deccan  districts  generally  relief  works 
began  in  November,  and  gratuitous  relief 
began  in  the  last  week  of  December. 
The  Secretary  of  State  has  received  no 
Report  as  to  the  dates  on  which  the 
supply  of  water  for  irrigation  purposes 
may  have  been  restricted.  The  last 
Return  of  deaths  received  is  the  monthly 
Return  for  August,  which  gives  the 
following  results  per  1,000  as  compared 
with  the  death-rate  of  1890:  Bellary, 
49  as  against  26  ;  Salem,  23  against  25; 
Nellore,  26  against  16  ;  Cuddapah,  40 
against  24 ;  Kurnool,  59  against  29 ; 
Chingleput,  34  against  24  ;  Anantapur, 
52 against  26  ;  Coimbatore,  26  against  21; 
North  Arcot,  29  against  22 ;  South 
Arcot,  34  against  26.  The  scale  of  diet 
at  the  Relief  Kitchen  is  settled  upon  the 
provisions  of  the  Famine  Code,  which 
prescribe  22  oz.  of  grain  to  28  drachms  of 
condiments  as  the  minimum  for  an  adult. 
The  minimum  can  be  increased  at  the 
discretion  of  the  Medical  Officer  attached 
to  the  Relief  House. 


THE  NEW  LETTER  CARDS. 

Mr.  GOURLEY  (Sunderland):  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Postmaster  General  whether 
he  hopes  to  receive  an  additional  surplus 
from  the  Post  Office  by  the  sale  of  the 
new  letter  cards,  which  are  sold  at  ten 
for  a  shilling ;  if  so,  can  he  state  the 
estimated  amount  ? 

Sir  JAMES  FERGUSSON:  The 
letter  cards  are  costly  to  manufacture, 
and  the  Inland  Revenue  estimate  that 
the  difference  between  the  manufacturer's 
charge  and  the  price  at  which  the  cards 
are  sold  to  the  public  is  approximately 
only  sufficient  to  cover  the  cost  of  dis- 
tribution, i 

THE  CROFTERS'  ACT  AND  THE 
CROFTERS'  COMMISSION. 

Mr.      FRASER  -  MACKINTOSH 

(Inverness-shire) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Lord 
Advocate  whether,  by  the  Crofters*  Act 
of  1886,  Sections  21  and  25,  the  sole  and 
final  power  of  determining  who  is  a 
crofter  within  the  meaning  of  the  Act 
lies  with  the  Crofter  Commissioners ; 
whether  his  attention  has  been  directed 
to  the  case  of  "  Stewarts  v.  Macleod,"  and 
particularly  the  remarks  of  Lord  Mao 
laren,  decided  in  the  Second  Division  of 
the  Court  of  Session  on  9th .  December, 
1891,  where  the  Court  overruled  the 
decision  of  the  Crofters'  Commissioners 
and  of  the  Lord  Ordinary ;  and  whether 
steps  will  be  taken,  by  legislation  or 
otherwise,  to  prevent  these  matters, 
which  have  been  declared  by  Act  of 
Parliament  not  subject  to  appeal  or 
review,  being  brought  before  the  Court* 
of  Law? 

♦Sir  C.  J.  PEARSON :  I  understand 
the  question  to  refer  to  a  decision  of  the 
First  Division  of  the  Court  on  8th  . 
December,  1891.  It  is  not  the  case  that 
the  Court  overruled  a  decision  of  the 
Crofters'  Commission.  The  question 
arose  in  a  bankruptcy  proceeding,  which 
originated  in  the  Supreme  Court,  and 
which  was  founded  upon  a  civil  debt 
constituted  by  a  previous  Judgment  of 
that  Court.  The  sections  quoted  from  ■ 
the  Crofters'  Act  do  not  debar  the  \ 
Supreme  Court  from  determining* 
whether  a  person  is  a  crofter  when  that 
question  arises  in  the  exercise  of  it* 
ordinary  jurisdiction.  It  does  not  ap- 
pear to  me  that  any  change  in  the  law* 
called  for. 
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Dr.  CLARK  (Caithness) :  Is  the  right 
tan.  Gentleman  not  aware  that  it  was 
the  intention  of  Parliament  to  give  full 
powers  to  the  Crofters'  Commission  to 
determine  those  matters,  so  as  to  prevent 
them  going  further. 

♦Sib  C.  J.  PEAJtSON:  I  cannot 
gather  the  intention  of  Parliament  other- 
wise than  from  the  words  of  the  Act,  and 
these  are  in  accordance  with  the  answer 
I  have  given. 

SCOTCH  MAIL  CONTRACTS. 

Mb.  FRASER-MACKINTOSH :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Postmaster  General 
whether,  for  the  satisfaction  of  the  great 
number  of  people  interested,  he  will 
consent  to  publish  the  terms  of  the 
specifications  for  the  new  contracts  for 
carriage  of  mails  in  the  Western  High- 
lands and  Islands  of  Scotland  ? 

Sib  JAMES  FERGUSSON:  These 
services  will  very  shortly  be  advertised, 
and  the  forms  of  conditions  of  tender 
will  be  given  to  any  persons  who  may 
apply  for  them. 

THE   PHILIPSTOWN   EVICTIONS  AND 

THE  POLICE. 

Mb.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  (Mona- 
ghan,  N.)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland 
if  he  will  state  by  whose  authority  and 
for  what  purpose  collectors  engaged 
recently  in  receiving  subscriptions  for 
evicted  tenants  in  the  parish  of  Philips- 
town,  King's  County,  were  accompanied 
from  house  to  house  by  the  police  ? 

Tm  CHIEF  SECRETARY  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Jackson,  Leeds,  N.) : 
The  Constabulary  Authorities  report 
that  they  had  reason  to  believe  that 
attempts  would  be  made  to  intimidate 
persons  who  were  unwilling  to  subscribe 
to  the  collection  being  made.  Two 
constables  were  accordingly  detailed  for 
duty,  so  that  their  services  would  be 
•mailable  if  required. 

CLERKS    TO    GUARDIANS    AND    TO 
MAGISTRATES. 

Mb.  COLMAN  (Norwich) :  I  beg  to 
*sk  the  President  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  if  he  is  aware  that  in  many 
Jural  districts  the  same  person  is  Clerk 
to  the  Local  Board  of  Guardians  and 
*ko  Clerk  to  the  Local  Bench  of  Magis- 
trate*, and  thus  advises  the  Guardians 
M  to  the  prosecution  of  defaulters  under 


the  Vaccination  Acts,  and  subsequently 
advises  the  Magistrates  as  to  the  penal- 
ties and  sentences  to  be  inflicted  on  the 
same  persons ;  and  whether  he  will  issue 
instructions  to  Boards  of  Guardians  that 
their  clerks  cannot  hold  the  office  of 
Magistrates'  Clerk  to  any  Bench  having 
jurisdiction  over  persons  ordered  to  be 
prosecuted  by  such  Board  ? 

♦The  PRESIDENT  of  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr. 
Ritchie,  Tower  Hamlets,  St.  George's) : 
There  are  no  doubt  cases  where  the  Clerks 
to  Guardians,  who  are  solicitors,  act  also 
as  Clerks  to  Justices.  As  regards  the 
proceedings  to  which  the  question  refers, 
it  does  not  in  any  way  devolve  on  the 
clerks  to  determine  whether  the  prosecu- 
tions should  be  instituted  by  the 
Guardians,  and  it  is  for  the  Justices  to 
determine  whether  the  offence  has  been 
proved.  The  advice  which  the  Clerk  to 
the  Justice  can  give  as  to  the  penalties 
which  can  be  imposed  in  case  of  a  con- 
viction cannot  be  affected  by  the  fact 
that  he  holds  the  office  of  Clerk  to  the 
Guardians.  The  two  offices  of  Clerk  tp 
the  Guardians  and  Clerk  to  the  Justice 
are  not,  in  my  opinion,  incompatible.  I 
could  not  propose  to  make  it  unlawful 
that  one  person  should  hold  the  two 
offices. 

THE  VACCINATION  COMMISSION. 

Mr.  CHANNING  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  whether,  in  view  of  the  long  time 
that  the  Royal  Commission  on  Vaccina- 
tion has  sat,  he  will  inquire  whether 
there  are  any  points  upon  which  the 
Commission  is  prepared  to  furnish  a  pre- 
liminary Report,  with  special  reference  to 
the  question  of  cumulative  penalties  ? 

*Mr.  RITCHIE :  I  have  communicated 
with  the  Commissioners,  and  I  learn  that 
the  matter  will  receive  their  considera- 
tion. 

Mr.  BALLANTINE  (Coventry):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  whether  the  Govern- 
ment will  introduce  a  Bill  for  the  pur- 
pose of  suspending  prosecutions  under 
the  Vaccination  Acts  until  the  Report  of 
the  Royal  Commission  on  Vaccination 
has  been  issued  ? 

♦Mr.  RITCHIE :  It  is  not  my  inten- 
tion to  introduce  a  Bill  for  the  purpose 
of  suspending  prosecutions  under    the 
Vaccination  Acts. 
3  L  2 
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TELEGRAPHIC  MONEY  ORDERS. 

Mb.  HENNIKER  HEATON  (Can- 
terbury) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Postmaster 
General  whether  he  will  consider  the 
advisability  of  simplifying  the  system  of 
telegraphic  money  orders,  and  the  form 
of  such  orders ;  whether  he  can  see  his 
way  to  a  i*ediiction  of  the  charge  for  such 
orders ;  and  whether  he  will  direct  that 
the  money  shall  be  delivered  at  the 
residence  of  the  person  to  whom  the 
telegraph  money  order  is  payable,  with 
a  view  to  ensure  speed,  and  to  guard 
against  mistake  or  fraud  ? 

♦Sir  JAMES  FERGUSSON  :  It  is  not 

thought  that  the  system  can  at  present 

be  made  more  simple.     It  follows  that  of 

postal  money  orders.    It  will  be  extended 

on  the  1st  of  March  to  all  offices  open  both 

for  money  order  and  for  telegraph  business , 

and  the  instructions  have  been  revised.  A 

certain  reduction  of  charge  will  then  take 
place — namely,  when  one  remitter  sends 
more  than  one  order  at  the  same  time  to 
one  recipient  up  to  £50  only  one  telegram 
of  advice  will  be  required.  It  is  not 
thought  expedient  to  alter  the  rule  by 
which  the  recipient  must  claim  the  money 
at  the  paying  office,  which  affords  the 
security  against  fraud.  The  limited  ex- 
periment hitherto  made  has  shown  an 
increasing  popularity  and  few  complaints, 
the  number  of  telegraphic  money  orders 
having  reached  10,673  in  the  last  quarter 
as  compared  with  7,409  in  the  corre- 
sponding quarter  of  last  year. 

THE  BASINE  OFFICE  CLERKS. 

Mr.  FRASER-MACKINTOSH :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
whether  he  is  prepared  to  make  the 
statement,  in  regard  to  the  clerks  in  the 
Hiisine  Office,  Edinburgh,  promised  by 
hi*  predecessor  on  27th  July,  1891? 

The  SECRETARY  to  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  Akers- Douglas,  Kent, 
St.  Augustine's)  :  I  am  not  able  to  discover 
what  particular  information  the  hon. 
Member  desires ;  but  if  he  will  formulate 
the  questions  he  wishes  to  put,  I  will 
endeavour  to  answer  them. 

EAST  INDIA  COMPANY  PENSIONERS. 

Mr.  SEXTON  (Belfast,  W.):  On  be- 
half of  my  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
North  Longford  (Mr.  T.  M.  Healy),  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
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for  India  if  pensioners  of  the  late  East 
India  Company  can  have  the  option  of 
commuting,  like  pensioners  in  the  Regular 
Army? 

Mb.  CITRZON:  Military  pensioners 
of  the  late  East  India  Company  have 
the  same  privileges^  to  commuting  as 
pensioners  in  the  Regular  Army. 


THE  "SANITARY  RATEW  IN  THE 
LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  BILL. 

Mr.  KNOX  (Cavan,  W.)  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether,  with 
reference  to  the  proposal  in  Clause  42  of 
the  Local  Government  (Ireland)  Bill  to 
throw  the  whole  sanitary  rate,  over  and 
above  a  limit  to  be  fixed  by  the  Local 
Government  Board,  upon  the  tenant, 
notwithstanding  existing  contracts  and 
Statutes  to  the  contrary,  he  will  lay 
upon  the  Table  of  the  House  a  Return 
showing  the  rate  now  levied  for  sanitary 
purposes  in  each  union  and  division  in 
Ireland;  and  whether  there  is  any 
precedent  for  the  proposal  to  allow  a 
Government  Department  to  fix  the  inci- 
dence of  a  rate  ? 

Mr.  JACKSON:  I  am  not  aware 
that  there  will  be  any  difficulty  in  grant- 
ing the  Return  indicated,  if  the  hon. 
Member  will  move  for  it  in  the  usual 
way.  The  subject-matter  of  the  second 
paragraph  is  one  that  can  more  properly 
be  discussed  when  the  Local  Government 
Bill  is  under  the  consideration  of  the 
House. 

SCOTCH    RAILWAY    MONOPOLY. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  (Edinburgh,  W.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  whether  he  will  ensure 
that  the  agreement  between  the  Cale- 
donian and  North  British  Railways, 
by  which  almost  the  whole  railway 
system  of  Scotland  will  be  placed  in  the 
hands  of  a  monopoly,  and  new  and  in- 
dependent railway  enterprise  seriously 
checked,  will  be  submitted  to  the  judg* 
ment  of  the  House  ? 

The  PRESIDENT  op  the  BOARD 
of  TRADE  (Sir  Michael  Hicks  Beach, 
Bristol,  W.) :  I  have  not  seen  the 
agreement  to  which  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber refers.  If  it  comes  within  the 
meaning  of  Section  22  of  the  Railway 
Clauses  Act  of  1863,  the  approval  of 
the  Railway  Commissioners  will  be 
necessary  before  it  comes  into  effect* 
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hit  whether  this  is,  or  is  not,  the  case  k 
act  for  me  to  determine.  I  have  no 
jurisdiction  in  the  matter,  and  cannot 
•otto  that  it  shall  be  brought  before 
Parliament. 

I  DUNDRUM   LUNATIC  ASYLUM. 

!  Mb.  SEXTON :  On  behalf  of  my  hon. 
Friend  (Mr.  T.  M.  Healy)  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  a  vacancy  has 
been  allowed,  since  July,  1890,  to  exist 
in  Dondrum  Lunatic  Asylum  for  the 
port  of  heed  attendant ;  whether  a  tem- 
porary appointment  was  made  from 
outside  the  service ;  and  is  it  intended  to 
deprive  experienced  officers  of  the  chance 
of  promotion  by  making  the  temporary 
appointment  permanent  ? 

Mb.  JACKSON:  The  vacancy  in 
J>nndrum  Lunatic  Asylum  referred  to 
is  temporarily  filled  in  the  manner  stated 
in  the  question.  When  a  permanent 
appointment  is  being  made  to  the  post, 
the  qualifications  of  all  the  candidates 
will  receive  due  consideration. 

RAILWAY  FREE  TELEGRAMS. 
Mb.  J.  E.  ELLIS  (Nottingham,  Rush- 
cliffe):  I  beg  to  ask  the  Postmaster 
General  what  number  of  telegraphic 
message*  were  transmitted  by  the  State 
on  account  of  the  Railway  Companies,  and 
free  of  charge  to  them,  during  the  years 
1888,  1889,  1890,  and  1891  respectively? 
•Sib  JAMES  FERGUSSON:  The 
numbers  of  telegrams  sent  free  by  the 
Poet  Office  on  account  of  the  Railway 
Companies  in  the  years  1888  to  1891 
respectively  are  as  follows  : — 1888, 
1,033,433 ;  1889,  1,196,596 ;  1890, 
1,406,398;  1891,1,571,803.  The  above 
figures  refer  to  the  telegrams  sent  free 
on  behalf  of  Railway  Companies  only, 
that  being  the  information  asked  for. 
But  it  is  right  that  I  should  state  that 
several  Canal  Companies'  also  possess  the 
right  to  send  free  telegrams,  and  that 
some  Railway  Companies — notably  the 
Irish  Railway  Companies — have  the 
privilege  of  sending  telegrams  at  a 
reduced  rate. 

STERN  LIGHTS  ON  SEA-GOING 


Mb.  MORTON  (Peterborough) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  whether,  in  view  of  the  accidents 
caused  by   vessels   being  run  down,  he  | 


can  have  the  regulations  altered  so  as  to 
make  it  compulsory  for  all  British  vessels 
to  carry  stern  lights  at  sea  as  well  as  in 
the  rivers  ¥ 
*Sir  MICHAEL  HICKS  BEACH: 
The  proposal  of  the  hon.  Member  was 
adopted  bytbe  Washington  International 
Maritime  Conference,  and  has  subse- 
quently been  approved  by  the  Board  of 
Trade  in  the  amended  International 
Regulations  for  preventing  collisions  at 
sea,  submitted  to  Foreign  Governments 
for  consideration.  I  hope,  therefore, 
that  it  may  he  included  in  the  revised 
regulations  when  these  have  received 
International  acceptance. 

IMPRISONMENT  FOR  DEBT. 
Mb.  LABOUCHERE  (Northampton) 
had  a  notice  on  the  Paper  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department  whether  he  is 
aware  that  John  Charlton,  of  Lingdale, 
Yorkshire,  labourer,  aged  70,  was  sued 
for  a  debt  of  a  little  above  £5,  and  that 
an  order  was  obtained  for  payment  of 
6s.  per  week ;  that  these  payments  were 
regularly  made  until  more  than  £6  had 
been  paid  in  reduction  of  the  debt ;  that, 
being  out  of  work  in  the  latter  part  of  last 
year,  he  was  unable  to  keep  up  the  weekly 
payments,  and  that  a  judgment  summons 
for  two  instalments  was  taken  out, 
returnable  at  Guisborough  on  20th 
November,  1891 ;  that  on  that  day 
Charlton  attended  at  Guisborough  to 
plead  bis  inability  to  pay,  owing  to  the 
fact  that  he  was  out  of  work,  and  was 
then,  and  had  been  since  the  20th 
□f  October  previous,  in  the  receipt  of 
parochial  relief ;  and  that  he  states  that 
went  away  on  the  assurance  of  the 
plaintiff's  agent  that  the  case  would  be 
withdrawn ;  that,  on  the  case  being 
called,  the  plaintiff's  agent  said  that 
Uharlton  had  told  him  that  he  had  only 
had  two  weeks'  relief,  and  that  on  this 
statement  a  committal  order  was  granted ; 
that  the  Relieving  Officer  has  certified 
that  Charlton  was  in  receipt  of  relief 
from  20th  October,  1891,  until  9th 
February,  he  was  arrested  by  the  County 
Court  bailiff  as  he  came  away  from  the 
relieving  officer  after  receiving  bis 
weekly  allowance,  and  conveyed  to 
prison,  where  he  now  is  ;  and  whether, 
in  view  of  the  fact  that  Charlton's  only 
means  were  those  which  he  received  as 
parochial  relief,  and  that  his  wife  cannot 
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earn  money  for  him,  being  65  years  old 
and  suffering  from  disease  of  the  heart 
and  an  abcess,  he  will  see  that  the  man 
is  at  once  released  ?  On  the  question 
being  reached  the  hon.  Gentleman  said  : 
I  may  say  that  I  have  just  received  a 
telegram  stating  this  man  has  been  let 
out.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  he  seems 
to  have  been  imprisoned  on  perjured 
evidence,  I  should  like  to  know  whether 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  take 
action  ? 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
the  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr. 
Matthews,  Birmingham,  E. ) :  I  can  only 
say  that  I  have  no  power  in  the  matter. 

CONSTABLE  GURRY. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN:  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he  will  explain 
the  grounds  on  which  Constable  Gurry, 
recently  stationed  at  Tipperary,  has  been 
promoted  to  the  rank  of  acting  sergeant 
and  removed  to  Clonmel ;  whether  he 
has  any  objection  to  state  the  length  of 
Gurry's  service,  the  number  of  stations 
he  has  been  in,  the  cause  of  his  removal 
from  each  station,  and  his  general 
conduct  record ;  and  by  whom  was  he 
first  recommended  for  promotion  to 
the  rank  he  now  holds,  and  was  he 
recommended  for  promotion  by  his 
superior  officers  ? 

Mr.  JACKSON:  The  Constabulary 
Authorities  report  that  the  acting  ser- 
geant referred  to  was  promoted  to  his 
present  rank  on  the  recommendation  of 
his  superior  officers.  He  has  served 
through  the  exigencies  of  the  Service 
at  various  places,  and  has  been  in  the 
Royal  Irish  Constabulary  ten  and  a 
half  years.  His  general  conduct  record 
is  good. 

THE  MULLINGAR  BOARD  OF 
GUARDIANS. 

Mr.  TUITE  (Westmeath,  N.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  is 
aware  that  the  Mullingar  Board  of 
Guardians,  having  several  years  since 
paid  out  of  their  general  funds  the  cast 
of  obtaining  the  Private  Act,  48  <fc  49 
Vic.  c.  131,  enabling  the  town  of  Mullin- 
gar to  be  supplied  with  water,  by  a 
majority  of  two  votes,  struck  a  speciid 
rate  on  18th  February  instant,  of  3s.  8d.  in 
the XI,  to  recoup  by  one  levy  the  general 
Mr.  Labouckere 


fund,  though  their  powers  under  the 
Act  have  been  abandoned,  and  no  works 
were  ever  constructed  under  it ;  and  that 
this  was  done  after  the  Board  had  been 
advised  by  their  counsel  that  such  a  rate 
would  be  illegal,  in  view  of  Sections  31 
and  41,  which  provide  that  the  money  for 
the  purpose  should  be  first  borrowed ; 
whether  he  is  also  aware  that  the 
Guardians  are  now  unable  to  define  the 
boundary  of  the  area  of  taxation,  namely, 
uthe  town  and  manor  of  Mullingar"; 
and  whether  the  Local  Government 
Board  intend  to  take  any  action  in  the 
matter  ? 

Mb.  JACKSON :  The  facts  are  gene- 
rally as  stated  in  the  first  part  of  the 
question.  The  matter  is  altogether  a 
question  of  law,  and  the  Guardians 
appear  to  be  acting  under  the  advice  of 
their  counsel.  The  Local  Government 
Board  do  not  propose  to  interfere. 

THE  IRISH  CAPITATION  GRANT  AND 
MODEL  SCHOOLS. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON  (Belfast,  S.)  :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  the 
teachers  of  model  schools  were  excluded 
from  the  capitation  grant  arising  from 
the  £78,000  derived  from  "The  Customs 
and  Excise  Act,  1890";  whether  the 
model  school  teachers  in  contributory 
unions  receive  the  same  proportion  of 
results  fees  from  the  poor  rate  as  the 
teachers  of  other  national  schools;  and 
whether  Her  Majesty's  Government  will 
authorise  the  Commissioners  of  National 
Education  in  Ireland  to  pay  to  the  model 
school  teachers  in  non  -  contributory 
unions,  out  of  the  .£2,000  derived  from 
the  fees  paid  by  the  pupils  who  attend 
the  model  schools,  and  now  paid  into  the 
Treasury  as  an  extra  receipt,  the  same 
capitation  grant  as  is  paid  to  the  teachers 
in  other  national  schools  ? 

Mr.  JACKSON :  The  reply  to  the 
inquiries  in  paragraphs  1  and  2  is  in  the 
affirmative.  With  regard  to  the  third 
paragraph,  the  arrangement  made  by  the 
Treasury  with  regai-d  to  the  application 
of  the  item  of  .£2,000  mentioned  is  one 
which  I  have  no  power  to  alter. 

BALACLAVA  VETERANS. 

Mr.  OCTAVIUS  V.  MORGAN 
( Battersea) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  whether  he  is  await 
that  of    the    soldiers    who    fought    at 
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a  there  are  18  alive  who  have  no 
i  that  there  are  12  who  have 
f  pennons  varying  from  4rf.  to  Is.  3d.  a 
'  at;  a*»d  whether  Her  Majesty'*  Govern- 
ment will  take  the  necessary  steps  to  pro- 
Tide  that  each  of  these  heroes  shall,  for 
at  of  his  days,  enjoy  a  pension  of 
a  than  2s.  6d.  a  day? 
*Thb  SECRETARY  of  STATE  fob 
WAR  (Mr.  E.  Stanhope,  Lincolnshire, 
Hoorncaatle} :  As  I  have  already  stated 
more  than  once,  the  Balaclava  Charge, 
jillanr  as  it  was,  was  but  one  incident  in 
many  actions  which  took  place  during 
the  Crimean  and  Indian  Mutiny  cam- 
paigns, and  I  cannot  discriminate 
specially  in  its  favour.  As  I  have  also 
already  said,  the  Treasury  is  now  con- 
sidering whether  it  will  be  possible  to 
effect  a  reduction  in  the  length  of  service 
qualifying  for  pension,  so  as  to  benefit 
many  of  the  men  now  without  a  pension. 
I  cannot,  however,  hold  out  any  hope 
that  the  pensions  will  be  generally 
raised  to  the  high  figure  suggested  in 
the  question. 

Mb.  SWIFT  MACNEILL  (Donegal, 
B.)  :  Is  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  aware 
that  it  has  been  stated  in  the  newspapers, 
and  not  contradicted,  that  no  fewer  than 
>ix  of  the  survivors  of  the  Charge  of 
Balaclava  are  at  present  in  workhouses 
in  various  parts  of  the  country  ? 

•Mb.  E.  STANHOPE:  lam  not  aware 
of  that  fact,  if  it  be  a  fact;  but  1  do  know 
that  the  Patriotic  Commissioners,  whose 
duty  it  is  to  inquire  into  tbe  matter, 
satisfied  themselves  that  there  were  a  few 
men  who  had  brought  that  condition 
upon  themselves  by  drunkenness  and  mis- 
conduct. 

Mb.  M*CARTAN  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  if  he  can 
state,  with  reference  to  the  survivors  of 
the  Six  Hundred  who  took  part  in  the 
charge  at  Balaclava,  how  many  of  them 
died  in  the  workhouse,  and  how  many  of 
them  are  at  present  in  workhouses;  and 
whether  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Patriotic  Fund  have  yet,  in  accordance 
with  the  Report  of  February,  1891,  dis- 
posed of  the  .£3,700  balance  of  the  Relief 
Fund  raised  in  the  summer  of  1890  ? 
*Mb.  E.  STANHOPE  :  I  have  not 
~  information  which  will  enable  me  to 
reply  to  the  first  part  of  the  question  ; 
ton?  considering  that,  with  few  excep- 
tions, these  men  received  gratuities 
"  g  a  year's  pension,  I  can  scarcely 
i  that    there  ought    now  tobe 


any  serious  destitution  among  them. 
The  balance  of  the  Relief  Fund  has 
only  recently  been  transferred  to  the 
Patriotic  Fund,  and  amounted  to 
.£2,949  ;  and  it  is  intended  to  apply  it 
in  the  grant  of  pensions  of  Is.  a  day  to 
each  of  seven  men  as  long  as  so  many 
survive. 

LICENCES  IN  MORTMAIN. 

Ma.  ROBY  (Lancashire,  S.E.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department  whether,  onanapplica- 
tion  being  received  for  a  licence  in  mort- 
main under  51  and  52  Vic.  c.  42*,  any 
consideration  is  given  to  the  question 
whether  such  licence  is  legally  necessary 
to  save  the  property  intended  to  be  con- 
veyed from  forfeiture  ? 

Mb.  MATTHEWS:  The  Attorney 
General,  to  whom  every  petition  for  the 
grantof  a  licence  to  mortmain  is  referred 
for  report,  gives  due  consideration,  among 
other  circu  instances,  to  the  legal  necessity 
for  n  licence  in  order  to  save  forfeiture. 
The  gift  of  lands  to  Owens  College  was 
licensed  on  the  ground  that  purposes  of 
public  henefit  and  utility  would  be  pro- 
moted by  the  grant  of  the  licence.  The 
fees  charged  are  solely  for  Revenue 
purposes.  Twelve  licences  have  been 
granted  since  the  parsing  of  the  Mortmain 
and  Charitable  Uses  Act  of  1888. 

INTERMEDIATE    EDUCATION    IN 
IRELAND. 

Mu.  FLYNN  (Cork,  N.) :  1  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretaiy  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether,  under 
the  regulations  of  the  Intermediate 
Education  Board  in  Ireland,  no  examin- 
ing centre  will  be  established,  under  the 
Intermediate  Education  Act,  in  any  part 
of  Ireland,  unless  there  are  at  least 
20  pupils  presented  there  for  exa- 
mination ;  and,  if  so,  whether,  in  view  of 
the  difficulty  of  presenting  such  a  number 
in  the  smaller  rural  towns,  and  the  little 
difficulty  and  small  expense  of  providing 
superintendents  to  preside  over  the 
examinations,  the  Government  will  hring 
it  under  the  notice  of  the  Board  with  a 
view  to  reduce  the  requisite  minimum 
number  to  ten  or  twelve  ;  and  whether 
he  is  aware  that  it  frequently  happens 
that  a  number  of  pupUs  are  brought 
(under  the  superintendence  of  the 
teachers)  at  great  expen.ee  from  a  con- 
siderable   distance     to    the     examining 
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centres,  and  maintained  there  at  further 
expense  dm-ing  the  period  over  which 
the  examination  extends. 

Mb.  JACKSON:  I  learn  from  the 
Intermediate  Education  Board  that  they 
have  no  fixed  rule  as  to  the  number  of 
candidates  required  to  constitute  a  centre, 
but  that  each  application  is  considered  on 
its  merits.  The  Board  do  not  consider  it 
would  be  advisable  to  adopt  as  a  minimum 
the  number  ten  or  twelve,  as  in  their 
opinion  the  doing  so  would  largely  in- 
crease the  cost  of  superintendence. 

Mb.  FLYNN:  Will  the  right  hen. 
Gentleman  answer  the  last  part  of  the 
question  ? 

Mb.  JACKSON :  I  have  no  informa- 
tion on  that  point. 

THE  DEBT  ON  KINSALE  HARBOUR. 

Mb.  MORROGH  (Cork  Co.,  S.E.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
if  he  can  explain  on  what  grounds  the 
Irish  Board  of  Works  claim  that  the 
Kinsale  Harbour  Commissioners  are 
indebted  to  them  in  the  sum  of 
£11,059  15s.  Id.,  this  sum  being  made 
up  of  principal  and  interest,  the  latter 
being  charged  at  the  rate  of  5  per  cent. ; 
and  is  he  aware  that  the  Board  of  Works 
have  issued  a  writ  for  the  recovery  of 
this  amount,  and  have  threatened  to 
appoint  a  receiver  ;  that  the  Town  Com- 
missioners, in  order  to  meet  what  they 
considered  their  portion  of  the  liability, 
levied  a  special  extra  rate  of  2s.  in  the  £, 
which  they  find  the  ratepayers  of  the 
town  are  unable  to  meet ;  and  that  the 
Harbour  Commissioners  have  applied  for 
a  Provisional  Order  to  enable  them  to 
increase  the  Harbour  dues  for  the  pur- 
pose of  meeting  the  payments,  according 
to  terms  of  the  award  of  the  Board  of 
Works,  dated  23rd  April,  1890;  if  so, 
will  he  take  into  consideration  the  advisa- 
bility of  reducing  the  rate  of  interest,  and 
also  make  a  reduction  in  the  principal 
sum,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  a  high  rate 
of  interest  has  hitherto  been  charged, 
and  that  the  revenue  of  the  port  from 
fishing  and  other  vessels  has  fallen  off 
very  considerably  within  the  past  few 
years,  and  that  the  Town  and  Harbour 
Commissioners  have  made  every  effort  to 
meet  the  heavy  instalments  ? 

Sir  JOHN  GORST:  The  sum  of 
£11,059  15s.  Id.  represents  the  prin- 
cipal sum,  with  interest  accrued  at  the 
rate  of  5  per  cent.,  which  was  still  out- 
Mr.  Flynn 


standing  at  the  date  of  the  award.  The- 
facts  are  substantially  as  stated  in  the 
second  paragraph,  except  that  I  have 
not  seen  proof  of  the  inability  of  the  rate- 
payers of  the  town  to  meet  the  special 
rate  of  2s.;  but,  in  view  of  the  steps 
taken  by  the  Town  and  Harbour  Com- 
missioners, the  Treasury  are  now  prepared 
to  grant  a  reduction  of  interest  from  5  to 
4  per  cent,  as  from  the  date  of  the  award. 
I  see  no  ground  for  making  any  remis- 
sion of  principal. 

Mr.  MORROGH :  Will  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  consider  the  propriety  of  re- 
ducing the  interest  from  the  date  of  the 
accumulation  of  the  arrears? 

Sib  JOHN  GORST:  I  cannot  go- 
further  than  to  say  that  we  will  reduce 
the  interest  from  the  date  of  the  award. 

TENDERS  FOR  SCOTCH  CONTRACTS. 

Ma.  BUCHANAN  (Edinburgh,  W.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the- 
Treasury  whether,  in  the  tenders  for  the 
pier  at  Carloway,  and  for  other  works 
under  "  The  Western  Highlands  Works 
Act,  1891,"  Her  Majesty*  Government 
will  take  care  that  no  conditions  are  in- 
serted similar  to  those  in  the  tenders  for 
Uig  Pier,  whereby  Scottish  contractors 
are  bound  to  submit  themselves  to  the- 
jurisdiction  of  the  English  and  not  the 
Scottish  Courts  of  Law  ? 

Sir  JOHN  GORST :  The  Oarloway 
pier  will  be  constructed  under  Provisional 
Order, not  under  the  Act  referred  to.  The- 
contracts  are  matters  for  the  sole  con- 
sideration of  the  promoters  and  the  con- 
tractors ;  but  the  Secretary  for  Scotland 
will,  I  am  informed,  do  all  in  his  power 
to  secure  the  omission  from  the  tenders  of" 
the  conditions  complained  of  by  the  hon. 
Member. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN:  May  I  point  out . 
to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that  it  is 
within  the  knowledge  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government  that,  owing  to  the  conditions  - 
imposed  under  this  contract,  several  con- 
tiactors  withdrew? 

Sib  JOHN  GORST :  Well,  Sir,  I  was 
lot  aware  of  that. 

SCIENCE  AND  ART  EXAMINATIONS. 

Ma.  HOBHOU8E  (Somerset,  E.)  ■ 
beg  to  ask  the  Vice  President  of  the- 
Committee  of  Council  on  Education  if  be* 
is  aware  that  Saturday  30th  April  is  the- 
day  fixed  by  the  Education  Department 
for  the  next  literary  examination  of  pupil . 
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teachers  in  elementary  schools,  and  that 
the  same  day  has  been  fixed  by  the  Science 
and  Art  Department  for  the  next  exami- 
nation in  geometry,  and  that  the  result 
of  such  an  arrangement    is    to    cause 
general  inconvenience  and  annoyance  to 
pupil  teachers,  and  to  prevent  many  of 
those  who  have  to  sit  at  different  centres 
for  the  two  subjects  from  passing  both 
examinations;      whether    the    literary 
examination  is    compulsory    for    pupil 
teachers,   while  geometry    is  taken   up 
almost  universally  by  them  ;  and  whether, 
in  view  of  the  great  hardship  that  will 
result  to  many  teachers  if  both  examina- 
tions are  held  on  the  same  day,  he  will 
arrange  with  one   of  the  Departments 
to  alter  their  date  ? 

Sut  WILLIAM  HART  DYKE  :  I 
am  much  obliged  to  my  hon.  Friend  for 
calling  attention  to  this  matter,  and  I 
am  glad  to  inform  rhim  that  steps  are 
being  taken  to  hold  the  Education  De- 
partments Examination  on  an  earlier 
day. 

TRAWLING  IN  IRISH  WATERS. 

Colonel  NOLAN  (Galway,  N.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
lieutenant  of  Ireland  in  how  many  and 
in  what  bays  in  Ireland  is  trawling  for- 
bidden,  also    in   what    bays    is    steam 
trawling    forbidden;    if  when    a  large 
majority  of  the  fishermen  residing  near 
any  bay  desire  that  trawling  should  be 
prohibited,  do  the  Irish  Authorities  con- 
sider and  give  effect  to  this  desire ;  has 
he  any  evidence  to  show   whether  the 
fishermen  near  any  bay  consider  that  the 
non-prohibition  of  trawling  has  injured 
the  take    of  fish  ;    if     he  knows    that 
trawling  is  forbidden  within  the  three 
mile  limit  of  Scotland ;  and  if  the  Irish 
Government  will  take  steps  to  ascei-tain 
whether  the  Irish  fishermen  prefer  the 
Scotch  or  Irish  practice  with  regard  to 
trawling ;  and  if  they  prefer  the  Scotch, 
will  he  remove    the    jurisdiction    with 
regard    to     trawling    from     the    Irish 
Fishery  Board  and  transfer  it  directly  to 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  ? 

The  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  also 
bad  the  following  question  on  the  Paper  : 
To  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he  has  made 
inquiries,  and  can  explain  to  the  House 
how  it  was  that  Question  No.  23  on  the 
Paper  of  Friday  was  not  brought  to  his 
attention  ? 


Mr.  JACKSON :  I  regret  I  was  un- 
able to  reply  to  the  last  question  when  it 
appeared  on  the  Paper  on  Friday,  as  I 
had  not  then  had  time  to  consider  the 
telegraphed  Report.  As  regards  the  first 
question,  as  the  answer  is  somewhat  long,, 
perhaps  the  hon.  Member  will  allow  me 
to  give  the  substance  of  it. 

Colonel  NOLAN  :  The  matter  is  very- 
important,  and  1  should  like  to  have  the' 
answer  in  full. 

Mr.  JACKSON :  Very  well,  Sir  ;  I 
will  answer  this  question  in  full.  The 
Inspectors  of  Irish  Fisheries  report  that 
trawling  from  sail  and  steam  vessels  is 
prohibited  in  Belfast  Lough,  Dundrum 
Bay,  and  thence  along  the  coast  of  Ire- 
land to  Howth  and  in  Dublin  Bay.  Oft* 
the  coast  of  Wexford  trawlers  must  keep 
three  miles  away  from  vessels  engaged  in 
mackerel  or  heriing  fishing.  Within 
certain  limits  in  Waterford  Harbour 
trawling  is  prohibited  as  regards  vessels- 
of  over  ten  tons.  Bantry  Bay  is  closed 
to  trawlers  during  night  time,  and  within 
a  certain  portion  of  the  bay  at  all  times. 
It  is  prohibited  within  certain  limits  in 
Brandon  Bay.  In  Galway  Bay  trawling 
is  not  allowed  while  drift  nets  are  being 
used  for  mackerel  or  herrings.  Within 
certain  limits  in  Inver  Bay  (County 
Donegal)  it  is  also  prohibited.  Trawling 
from  steam  vessels  is  prohibited  with 
certain  limits  in  Sheephaven  Bay,  off  the 
coasts  of  Donegal,  Londonderry,  and 
Antrim,  a  portion  of  the  coast  of  Wex- 
ford, a  portion  of  Waterford  Harbour, 
and  Lacken  Bay.  In  Killala  Bay  within 
certain  limits  it  is  prohibited  from  the 
1st  of  August  in  each  year  until  the  1st 
of  May  in  the  year  following,  and  in  the 
entire  bay  at  all  times  when  mackerel  or 
herring  fishing  is  being  carried  on.  A 
bye-law  prohibiting  steam  trawling  in 
Galway  Bay  inside  the  Arran  Islands 
has  been  submitted  for  the  approval  of 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  in  Council.  Where 
a  huge  majority  of  fishermen  residing 
near  a  bay  intimate  their  desire  that 
trawling  shoidd  be  prohibited  therein 
the  Inspectors  of  Irish  Fisheries  usually 
hold  a  public  inquiry  into  the  matter, 
and,  if  they  consider  it  desirable,  make  a 
bye-law  to  suit  the  circumstances  of  the 
case.  In  one  case  an  application  from 
certain  fisHeimen  was  received  requesting 
that  trawling  from  sailing  vessels  be  pro- 
hibited in  a  bay,  but  the  Inspectors 
having  recently  held  an  inquiry  into  the 
fisheries  of  that  bay,  and   having  passed 
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.a  bye-law  prohibiting  steam  trawling 
therein,  did  not  consider  it  necessary  to 
hold  a  further  inquiry,  as  they  were  of 
•opinion  that  the  protection  of  the  bay 
from  steam  trawlers  was  sufficient. 
Evidence  has  been  given  to  show  that 
the  fishermen  near  the  bay  consider  the 
non-prohibition  of  trawling  as  injurious 
to  the  take  of  fish.  Hence  the  bye-laws 
were  made  prohibiting  trawling  as  de- 
scribed. The  list  of  bye-laws  quoted  will 
show  that  the  Inspectors  are  anxious  to 
protect  the  fisheries  of  the  bays ;  but,  at 
the  same  time,  they  are  careful  to  avoid 
any  unnecessary  action  that  would  harass 
the  trawling  industry,  which  contributes 
so  largely  to  the  food  supply.  I  have  no 
official  knowledge  of  the  matter  referred 
to  in  the  fourth  paragraph.  The  Govern- 
ment are  not  prepared  to  propose  to 
remove  the  jurisdiction  from  the  Irish 
Fishery  Inspectors,  in  whom  it  is  vested 
by  law. 

THE    TREASON-FELONY    PRISONERS. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  (Mona- 
ghan,  N.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Seci-etary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department  whether 
a  treason-felony  prisoner  named  Gallagher 
has  been  released ;  and,  if  so,  when  and 
on  what  grounds ;  whether  the  treason- 
felony  prisoner  M*Cabe,  who  became 
insane,  has  been  discharged  ;  and,  if  so, 
when  and  on  what  grounds;  if  not, 
where  is  he ;  and  whether  he  has  seen  a 
statement  in  the  Press  that  a  man  named 
Gallagher,  a  discharged  treason-felony 
prisoner,  is  now  a  dangerous  lunatic  in 
America  ? 

Mr.  MATTHEWS :  The  only  treason- 
felony  prisoner  named  Gallagher  is  still 
undergoing  his  sentence  in  Portland 
Prison.  1  have  not  seen  the  statement 
in  the  Press  to  which  the  hon.  Member 
alludes.  M*Cal>e  died  in  Perth  Lunatic 
Asylum  on  the  9th  October,  1890. 

Mr.  P.  O'BRIEN  :  Is  it  not  the  fact 
that  two  brothers  of  the  name  of 
Gallagher  were  convicted  together,  and 
that  one  has  been  released  ? 

Mr.  MATTHEWS :  All  I  can  say  is 
that  we  have  not  had  more  than  one 
treason-felony  prisoner  of  the  name  of 
Gallagher. 

IRISH  GRAND  JURY  ACT. 

Mr.  KNOX  (Cavan,  W.):  I  beg  to 

ask  the  Attorney  General  for   Ireland 

whether  there  is  any,  and  what,  provision 

in  the  present  Grand  Jury  Act  by  which 
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a  traverse  can  be  tried  in  any  county 
other  than  the  county  concerned ;  and 
whether  he  is  aware  of  any  demand  on 
behalf  of  people  living  in  the  North  or 
South  of  Ireland  to  have  such  traverses 
tried  in  Dublin,  as  is  proposed  by  the 
Local  Government^ Ireland )BU1,  Claused? 

:  The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Madden,  Dublin  Uni- 
versity): The  latter  portion  of  the 
answer  given  by  my  right  hon.  Friend 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  previous 
question  of  the  hon.  Member  will  apply 
to  a  considerable  extent  to  the  second 
part  of  this  question.  But  with  refer- 
ence to  the  first  paragraph,  I  may  point 
out  that  there  is  at  present  no  need  of 
any  such  provision,  inasmuch  as  present- 
ments are  made  by  Grand  Juries  at  the 
Assizes  at  which  traverses  may  be  heard 
before  the  Judge. 

MILITARY  LEAVE  FROM  INDIA. 

Mr.  WEBB  (Waterford,  W.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  for 
what  reasons,  and  upon  what  terms  and 
conditions  as  to  pay  and  promotion,  are 
soldiers  and  non-commissioned  officers 
during  service  in  India  allowed  home  on 
leave? 

♦Mr.  E.  STANHOPE :  Any  warrant 
or  non-commissioned  officer  after  eight 
years*  service  abroad,  and  within  the 
limit  of  100  in  one  season,  any  soldier 
down  to  the  rank  of  bombardier,  after 
five  years'  continuous  service  in  India, 
who  has  re-engaged,  may  have  furlough 
for  six  months,  with  free  passage,  with- 
out loss  of  pay  or  promotion. 

SUNDAY  AND  NIGHT  DUTY  AT  THB 
DUBLIN  GENERAL  POST  OFFICE. 
Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN: 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Postmaster  General 
whether  he  is  aware  that  the  hall 
porters  and  labourers  employed  in 
the    General    Post    Office,   Dublin,  are 

required  to  perform  Sunday  duty  and 
night  duty,  for  which  they  are  not 
allowed  the  usual  overtime  wage  of  the 
Department ;  whether  he  is  aware  that 
his  predecessor  in  office  promised  to 
remedy  the  grievance  of  these  servants 
twelve  months  ago,  and  that  nothing  has 
yet  been  done  for  them ;  and  whether  he 
will  see  that  the  usual  wages  are  paid, 
and  the  deficit  of  the  past  twelve  months 
allowed  ? 
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Bib  J.  FERGUSSON  :    The  persons 


of  about  two  hours 
I  find  that  my  predecessor 
aid  on  the  7th  March  last  year  that  the 
<sse  of  Poet  Office  servants  other  than 
sorting  olerka  and  telegraphists  was 
under  consideration.  Since  then  extra 
Sunday  pay  has  been  extended  to  post- 
men at  &  considerable  cost.  1  will  now 
consider  the  cases  mentioned,  but  I  am 
not  in  a  position  to  make  any  promises 
regarding  them. 

EVICTED  TENANTS  AND  THE  LAND 
PURCHASE  ACT. 
Mb.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  any 
evicted  tenants,  or  association  on  the 
part  of  evicted  tenants,  nought  to  take 
advantage  of  Section  13  of  the  Land 
Purchase  Act  of  last  Session  before  its 
expiration,  and  were  unable  to  do  so 
owing  to  the  refusal  of  their  landlords 
to  co-operate;  whether  he  can  give  the 
number  of  such  tenants,  the  names  of 
their  landlords,  and  the  grounds  of  their 
refusal  to  avail  themselves  of  this  Act  to 
restore  these  evicted  tenants  to  their 
late  holdings ;  and  whether  the  Govern- 
ment intend  to  introduce  or  favour  any 
legislation  for  thin  object  ? 

Mb.  JACKSON  :  I  have  no  means  of 
knowing  the  number  of  cases  in  which 
landlords  and  former  tenants  failed  to 
agree  to  take  advantage  of  the  provisions 
referred  to  of  the  Land  Purchase  Act  of 
last  Session.  I  am  not  aware  of  any 
intention  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  propose  or  to  suggest  legislation 
of  the  compulsory  nature  indicated  in 
the  last  paragraph. 

HOURS  OF  LABOUR  OF  WOMEN  AND 
CHILDREN  IN  FRANCE. 

Mb.  MACLEAN  (Oldham) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs  whether  the  French  Legis- 
lature has  yet  passed  any  law  to  give 
effect  to  the  resolutions  of  the  Inter- 
national Conference  of  Berlin  regaiding 
tba  hours  of  labour  of  women  and  chil- 
dren? 

The  UNDER  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  fob  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS 
(Mr.  J.  W.  LowTiiBB,  Cumberland, 
Penrith)  :  The  French  Legislature  has 
not  yet  passed  into  law  the  Bill  relating 
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to  the  hours  of  labour  of  women  and 
children,  but  it  is  in  the  Orders  of 
the  Day  for  future  consideration. 

METRE  GAUGE  RAILWAYS  IN  INDIA 
Mb,  MACLEAN  :  I  beg  to  ask  the. 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  India 
whether  the  metre  gauge  railways  of 
Bajputaiia,  the  North  "West  Provinces, 
and  Bengal,  with  a  total  length  exceed- 
ing 3,800  miles,  which  are  now  divided 
into  four  separate  and  unconnected 
groups,  could  all  be  coupled  together  for 
aliout  .£400,000,  or  only  two  per  cent. 
on  the  original  capital  outlay  of  20 
millions  sterling  ;  whether  the  Secretary 
of  State  is  aware  that  the  money  can 
easily  lie  found  for  constructing  the 
missing  links  of  this  system,  and  thus 
establishing  unbroken  connection  on  the 
metre  gauge  lines,  on  which  traffic  can 
now  only  be  carried  on  by  repeated 
transfers  from  the  vehicles  of  one  gauge 
to  those  of  another,  from  the  Valley  of 
Brahmaputra  in  the  east,  across  the 
whole  breadth  of  Northern  India  to  the 
western  seaboard ;  and  whether  the 
India.  Office  proposes  to  sanction  the 
short  connections  required  to  develop 
the  full  usefulness  of  these  metre  gauge 
railways  ? 

Mr.  CURZON :  The  question  of  con- 
structing these  metre  gauge  lines 
is  now  under  the  consideration  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  in  Council,  who 
is  therefore  unable,  at  the  present 
moment,  to  make  any  public  state- 
ment as  to  the  cost  of  construction 
or  the  means  of  raising  the  money. 

RULES  FOR  RETIREMENT  IN  THE 
ARMY  AND  MILITIA. 
Mr.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR  (Donegal, 
E.)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  whether  a  sergeant-major  is, 
under  the  Royal  Warrant,  compulsorily 
retired  at  -15  if  serving  with  his  regiment, 
and  ut  50  if  with  the  depot ;  whether, 
under  the  Militia  Regulations,  a  sergeant 
of  the  permanent  staff  must  retire  at  50, 
unless  he  was  so  serving  prior  to  July 
1881,  while  for  sergeants  of  the  Regular 
Army  there  is  no  such  limit,  and  men 
are  actually  serving  with  the  Regulars 
who  would  on  the  score  of  age  be  re- 
tired if  they  belonged  to  the  Militia ;  and 
whether  he  proposes  to 
grievance  complained  of  ? 


1515  BeuUr's  {COMMONS}        Telegram  Company.        1516 

JtlS^SHiSLSt  Z  »-» *-»«"  «— «• 

permanent  staff  of  the   Militia  are  as  Sir  HENRY  HAVBLOCK-ALLAN 

stated  in  the  question.     They  are  neces-  (Durham,  S.E.):  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 

sary  for  efficiency.    There  is  no  age  fixed  of  State  for  War  whether,  with  a  view  to 

/or  the  compulsory  retirement  of    non-  the  House  being  able  to  form  a  judgment 

commissioned  officers  in  the  Army,  but  °n     the     recommendations     of     Lord 

commanding  officers  take  care  not  to  re-  Wantage's  Committee,  and  on  the  very 

tain  men  who  are  no  longer  efficient.    In  conflicting    opinions    advanced    by    the- 

the  last  annual  Return,  out  of   13,203  minority,  he  will  lay  upon  the  Table  the 

sergeants  only  29  were  over  the  age  of  50,  whole  of  the  evidence  taken  before  that 

and   17    of   these   were   in    the  Royal  Committee;  and,  if  so,  when  he  expects- 

Artillery,  for  the  most  part  master  gun-  to  be  able  to  do  so  ? 

ners.    I  am  not  aware  that  any  grievance  *Mr.   E.    STANHOPE:    I    can   only 

exists.  refer  to  the  replies  I  have  already  given 

on  this  subject,  and  say  that  directly  I 

THE  HENRY  BARREL  COMPANY.  receive  theJ    evidence    taken    by    Lord 

Captain   BOWLES    (Middlesex,  En-  Wantage's   Committee,    I  will  consider 

field) :  1  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  whether  I  can  lay  it  upon  the  Table.     I 

for   War    if   the   Government  sold  the  have  already  stated  that  it  is  my  wish  to 

machinery  to  the  Henry  Barrel  Company  present  it. 
for  the  purpose   of   manufacturing  the 

order  for  30,000  carbines,  and  for  what  REUTER'S  TELEGRAM  COMPANY. 

sum  ;  and  what  was  the  original  cost  of  Mr.    SYDNEY    BUXTON    (Tower 

the  machinery  ?  Hamlets,  Poplar)  :    I    beg    to  ask  the 

♦Mr.  E.  STANHOPE :    No,  Sir ;  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  why,  in  the 

machinery  in  question  was  not  sold  to  the  contract  between  the  Controller  of  the 

Henry  Company  for  the  purpose  indi-  Stationery  Office  and  Reuter's  Telegram 

cated  in  the  question.     Early  in  1 889  we  Company  of    21st  December,   1891,  no 

sold  to  the  company  for  ,£2,000  certain  provision  is  made  for  carrying  out  the 

machinery,  fixings,  <fcc.,  which  had  been  terms  0f  the  Resolution  of  the  House  of 

used  in  making  the  component  parts  of  Commons  of  13th   February,   1891,  in 

Martini-Henry  rifles.     It  had   been  in  regard  to  the  payment  by  the  contractor 

use  for  many  years  and  fetched  its  full  0f  a  f^  rate  of  wages  to  the  men  he 

value.      As    the    Martini-Henry    rifles  ©mpl0ys  under  the  contract? 

wouldbeinuseforsometimetocome.it  ~      x  ^^-nam     t»  c       xt.     a    j        c- 

was  considered  to  be  an  advantage  that  ,,  Sl*  f  £°RST  :  **fore  the, tender  °f 

there  should  be  a  company  able  to  make  Reu^r  *  Telegram  Company  for  report- 

the  spare  parts,  but  it  wis  intimated  to  mS  *e  Parliamentary  Debates  was  ac- 

themitthitime  of  the  sale  that  no  orders  <***"?'  the  ffV^,!  Company 

of  any  kind  could  be  guaranteed  to  them,  was  drawn  by  the    Controller   of    the 

I  cannot   state  the  original  cost  of  the  Stationery  Office  to  the  terms   of    the 

machinery.  Resolution    adopted    by  the  House   of 

Commons  on  13th  February,  1891,  and 

u  ACTING  "  AND  "  OUTDOOR"  CUSTOMS  an  assurance  was  received  that  the  spirit 

OFFICERS.  of    the  Resolution  would   be    complied 

Mr.  NEVILLE  (Liverpool,  Exchange):  with-     The  Government  has  no  reason 

I  beg  to  ask  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex-  to  doubt  that  ^e  assurance  so  given  is 

chequer  whether  it  was  intended  by  the  ^S  dulv  carried  out- 

Treasury  Minute  of  the  24th  Maich,  1891,  Mr.  S.  BUXTON:  May  I  ask  why 

that  the  employment  of  "Acting"  Officers  this  Resolution  was  not  inserted  in  the* 

should  be  limited  to  cases  of  exceptional  contract,  in  order  to  make  it  perfectly 

pressure    or    emergency    in    regard    to  clear  to  the  public  ? 

Customs  Officers  generally  or  to  Outdoor  Sir  J.  GORST :  The  reasons  against 

officers  only  ?  such  a  course  were  explained  last  year  in' 

The    CHANCELLOR   of   the   EX-  the    Debate    on    the    Motion    brought 

CHEQUER  (Mr.  Goschen, St.  Georges,  forward   by  the  hon.    Member  himself. 

Hanover  Square) :    The  whole   of   the  It  is  not  expedient  to  insert  the  Resolu- 

Treasury  Minute  in  question  relates  only  tion  as  a  condition  of  a  contract,  as 

to  Outdoor  officers.  then  stated. 
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THE  STEAMER  "  SIR  WALTER 

RALEIGH." 

|£r.  DEASY  (Mayo,  W.) :   I  beg  to 

the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 

if  he  i«    aware   that   the    steamer   Sir 

WaUer  Raleigh  put    into    Bantry   Bay 

recently  with    her  propeller    disabled ; 

-whether  the  Board  of  Trade  permitted 
her  to   be  taken  in    tow  for    Dunkirk 
-without     having     undergone     repairs ; 
whether  he  is  aware  that  she  broke  adrift 
from  the  tug  engaged  in  towing   her; 
that  Her  Majesty's  ships  Triumph  and 
Shannon  were  despatched  to  rescue  her ; 
and  that  she  was  picked  up  by  another 
steamer,  and  towed  back  to  Bantry  Bay 
before    the    Government    war     vessels 
reached  her;   and,    if    so,  whether,    in 
view  of  the  danger  to  the  crew  involved 
in  the  steamer  being  towed  across  the 
Channel  in  her  present  helpless  condi- 
tion, the  Board  of  Trade  will  direct  the 
necessary  repairs  to  be  executed  at  the 
nearest  dockyard;   and  if    he  is   aware 
that  the  Boyal  Victoria  Dockyard,  Cork 
Harbour,  affords  ample  facilities  for  the 
repair  of  sailing  vessels  and  steamers  ? 

Sib  MICHAEL  HICKS  BEACH  :  I 
am  informed  that  this  steamer  did  put 
into  Bantry  Bay  recently,  disabled,  as 
stated  in  the  question.  There  is  no 
Board  of  Trade  surveyor  stationed  there, 
!  but  the  coastguard  officers  reported  by 
telegram  to  the  officer  at  Dublin  that 
the  hull  of  the  steamer  was  seaworthy  ; 
and  they  did  not  think  any  further 
action  necessary,  as  she  was  being  towed 
by  a  powerful  tug.  I  am  also  informed 
that  she  broke  adrift  from  the  tug,  and 
eventually  letumed  to  Bantry  Bay, 
where  she  was  surveyed  by  a  Board  of 
Trade  surveyor  despatched  from  Cork 
for  the  purpose.  He  reports  that  he 
found  her  hull  seaworthy.  I  have 
directed  the  surveyor  to  allow  her  to  leave 
Bantry  with  sufficient  tug  power,  on  an 
undertaking  being  given  that  she  will 
proceed  to  the  nearest  convenient 
port  for  repairs  to  her  machinery. 

CHARGE  FOR  BIRTH  CERTIFICATE. 

Mr.  FLYNN  (Cork,  N.) :  I  beg  to 
•ask  the  Chief  Secretary,  to  the  Lord 
lieutenant  of  Ireland,  in  reference  to 
the  charge  of  3s.  7d.  for  birth  certificate 
which  must  be  paid  by  pupils  entering 
for  the  intermediate  examination  in 
Ireland,  whether  the  Irish  Office  has  yet 


made  any  communication  to  the  registrars 
with  a  view  to  reduce  the  charge  to  a 
nominal  sum  i 

Mr.  JACKSON :  The  fee  referred  to 
is  a  statutable  one,  and  there  is,  there- 
fore, no  power  to  suggest  its  reduction. 

THE  DEATH   OF  P.  W.  NALLY. 

Mr.  M'CARTAN  (Down,  S.) :    I  beg 

to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 

Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  with  reference  to 

the  death  of  P.  W.  Nally,  in  Mountjoy 
Gaol,  whether  he  will  have  a  copy  of 
the  evidence  and  verdict  given  at  the 
coroner's  inquest  laid  upon  the  Table  of 
the  House ;  and  whether  Dr.  Nally, 
brother  of  the  deceased,  was  obliged  to 
leave  the  gaol  at  10  o'clock  on  the  night 
when  his  brother  was  dying  there  ? 

*Mr.  JACKSON:  The  Government 
are  not  aware  of  any  authentic  report 
of  the  proceedings  at  the  inquest  in  the 
case  of  P.  W.  Nally.  Dr.  Nally  was 
not  obliged  to  leave  the  prison  when  his 
brother  was  dying.  On  the  contrary,  as 
stated  in  reply  to  a  previous  question, 
Dr.  Nally,  with  other  friends,  was 
present  at  his  brother's  death,  which 
occurred  about  9.50  p.m. 

Mr.    SEXTON :     Is  the    right  hon 

Gentleman  not  aware  that  the  coroner 

at  the  inquest  was  bound  to  take  a  copy 

of  the  depositions  made  before  him  ? 
Are  we  to  have  them,  or  is  it  intended 
to  conceal  from  the  Members  of  this 
House  all  information  as  to  the  death  of 
this  man? 

♦Mr.  JACKSON:  I  have  answered 
the  question  in  accordance  with  the 
information  given  to  me.  So  far  as  I 
am  able  to  ascertain,  the  Irish  Govern- 
ment have  no  authentic  report  of  the 
proceedings  at  the  inquest ;  but  if  there 
is  an  authentic  report  of  course  I  will 
make  inquiry  about  it. 

Mr.    SEXTON:      I     will    ask    the 

Attorney  General  for  Ireland  whether  it 

is  not  the  practice  of  a  coroner  to  take 

a  copy  of  the  evidence  given  before  him  ; 
and  whether  the  Irish  Government  will 
inquire  if  it  was  not  done  in  this  case  ? 

Mr.  MADDEN:  Undoubtedly  it  is 
usual  for  a  coroner  to  take  the  depo- 
sitions, but  I  am  not  aware  whether  it 
was  done  in  the  present  case. 
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POSTAL     ARRANGEMENTS    IN 
TIPPERARY. 

Mr.  P.  J.  O'BRIEN  (Tipperary,  N.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Postmaster  General 
whether  he  has  received  a  memorial  from 
a  large  number  of  resident  householders 
in  the  parishes  of  Upperchurch  and 
Drumbane,  County  Tipperary,  represent- 
ing a  population  of  nearly  3,000  in- 
habitants, praying  that  they  would  be 
afforded  the  accommodation  of  a  Sunday 
post  at  the  village  of  Upperchurch ; 
whether  he  is  aware  of  the  great  incon- 
venience the  residents  in  this  locality  are 
subject  to  (some  of  them  persons  in  busi- 
ness, clergymen,  and  others)  owing  to 
there  being  no  postal  delivery  on  Sun- 
days ;  and  whether  the  want  could  be 
supplied  at  a  trifling  cost  by  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  rural  messenger  on  the  Sun- 
days from  Ballycahill  to  Upperchurch, 
the  distance  being  only  five  miles ;  and, 
if  so,  will  steps  be  taken  to  have  this 
public  want  supplied  ? 

Sir  J.  FERGUSSON  :  Such  a  memo- 
rial has  been  received,  but  it  has  not 
been  found  practicable  to  comply  with 
its  prayer  because  of  the  expense  in- 
volved. Even  the  existing  service  en- 
tails considerable  loss  on  the  Revenue. 

FAIR  RENT  APPEALS. 

Mr.  GILHOOLY  (Cork  Co.,  W.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether,  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  the  landlords  in 
the  union  of  Dunmanway  who  have  had 
fair  rents  fixed  before  the  Sub-Commis- 
sioners are  pressing  their  tenants  for 
the  old  rents  without  allowing  them  the 
reductions  granted  by  the  Sub-Commis- 
sioners, he  will  expedite  the  hearing  of 
appeals  in  the  union  referred  to  by  the 
Chief  Land  Commissioners  ? 

Mr.  JACKSON :  I  have  no  informa- 
tion on  the  subject-matter  of  this  ques- 
tion ;  but  I  would  remind  the  hon. 
Member  that  there  is  statutable  provi- 
sion for  an  adjustment  between  landlord 
and  tenant  in  respect  to  payments  made 
in  regard  to  altered  rents. 

Mr.  GILHOOLY:  Will  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  ascertain  .when  the  Land 
Commissioners  will  hear  the  appeals  ? 

Mr.  JACKSON  :  I  am  sure  the 
Land  Commission  would  desire  to 
expedite  the  proceedings  as  much  as 
possible. 


Mr.  GILHOOLY :  In  the  meantime,, 
allow  me  to  say,  the  landlords  are  press- 
ing for  the  old  rents  which  the  tenants- 
are  unable  to  pay. 

Mr.  JACKSON :  I  have  no  power  to 
interfere ;  but  the  Court  to  which  appli- 
cation is  made  will  have  power  to  take 
into  consideration  all  circumstances  of 
that  kind. 


PUBLIC  MEETINGS  IN  IREI^AND. 

Mr.  GILHOOLY :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Attorney  General  for  Ireland  whether  he 
is  aware  that  at  a  recent  public  meeting 
held  at  Goleen,  Captain  Welch,  R.M.^ 
had  a  number  of  policemen,  armed  with 
rifles  and  batons,  drawn  up  close  and  in 
view  of  the  meeting,  and  threatened  that 
if  any  illegal  language  was  made  use  of 
he  would  disperse  the  meeting  by  force ; 
and  what  Statute,  if  any,  empowered 
Captain  Welch  to  disperse  the  meeting  ? 

Mr.  JACKSON  :  The  facts  appear  to 
be  as  follows.  From  what  had  occurred 
at  a  meeting  held  at  Goleen  a  few  days 
previously,  Captain  Welch  had  reason  to 
believe  that  the  meeting  referred  to 
would  be  used  for  the  promotion  of  in- 
timidation, in  relation  to  certain  evictions' 
which  were  being  carried  on  in  the  im- 
mediate neighbourhood.  Before  the 
commencement  of  the  meeting  he  spoke 
publicly  to  Father  Forrest,  P.P.,  pointings 
out  the  illegality  of  such  a  course,  and 
warning  him  that  if  the  meeting  proved 
to  be  an  unlawful  assembly  it  would  be 
his  duty  to  disperse  it. 

Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) :  I  should 
like  to  ask  the  Attorney  General  to  ex- 
plain under  what  Law  or  Statute  this 
proceeding  was  taken.  I  should  like  at 
the  same  time  to  ask  him  to  extend  his- 
answer  so  as  to  cover  a  case  in  which  a 
similar  proceeding  was  taken  against  my- 
self when  I  endeavoured  to  address  my 
constituents  in  a  peaceable  district.  I 
want  to  know  under  what  Statute  a 
magistrate  was  justified  in  approaching 
me  on  the  platform,  and  saying  to  me — 
"  Mr.  Dillon,  if  you  use  any  language  which,. 
in  my  judgment,  is  illegal,  I  shall  break  up 
this  meeting." 

Mr.  MADDEN :  I  cannot  answer,  of 
course,  for  what  occurred  in  the  case  re* 
f erred  to  by  the  hon.  Member.  He  asks 
me  under  what  Law  or  Statute  a  meeting, 
assuming  it  to  be  called  for  the  purpose 
of  intimidation,  was  dispersed. 

Mr.  DILLON:  The  right  hom 
Gentleman  has  missed  the  point  of  my 
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question.  I  was  told  this  was  a  legal 
meeting,  and  that  I  could  hold  it,  but 
that  if  my  language  in  the  judgment  of 
the  magistrate  was  improper  or  illegal  the 
meeting  would  he  dispersed. 

Mr.  MADDEN :  I  assumed  that  the 
question  put  across  the  Table  had  refer- 
ence to  the  facts  of  the  case  brought 
before  me  by  the  question  on  the  Paper, 
but,  if  the  hon.  Gentleman  wishes  for  in- 
formation about  other  meetings,  I  must 
ask  him  to  give  me  notice. 

Mr.  GILHOOLY :  Is  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  aware  that  at  the  previous 
meeting  referred  to  there  was  a  police  re- 
porter in  attendance  ?  If  it  wits  illegal, 
why  not  bring  a  prosecution  ;  but  why 
should  a  Magistrate  be  judge  and  jury 
m  the  case? 

Mr.  P.  J.  O'BRIEN :    Has  Captain 
Welch  had  any  legal  training  whatever? 
Mr.  MADDEN :  I  am  not  aware  that 
the  legal  training  of  Captain  Welch  has 
anything  to  do  with  the  matter. 

Mr.  DILLON :  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man is  evidently  declining  to  answer  the 
question    I    have    put    to   him.     It    is 
whether  it  is  legal  for  an  Irish  Magistrate 
to  set  binnsfllf  up  on  the  spot  as  a  judge 
of  the  language  of  the  speakers,  and,  if 
so,  under  what  Law  it  is  done?     Mr. 
Speaker,  I  must  ask  the  attention  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  to  the  point  of  my 
question.     If  the  meeting  was  illegal, 
why  was  it  allowed  to  be  held  at  all  ?     It 
was  allowed   to  be   held,  and  that  is   a 
proof  that  in  the  opinion  of  the  Magis- 
trate it  was  not  illegal,  and  the  question 
is  under  what  Law  or  Statute  the  Magi- 
strate was  entitled  to  constitute  himself 
on  the  spot  a  judge,  not  only  as  to 
whether  the  meeting  was  illegal  or  not, 
but  also  whether  the  language  used  by 
the  speakers  was  illegal  ? 

Mr.  MADDEN :  The  Magistrate  could 
not  constitute  himself  a  judge  of  the 
legality  of  the  language  used  at  the  meet- 
ing. But,  if  the  hon.  Gentleman  wishes 
to  go  into  the  question  of  other  meetings, 
I  must  request  him  to  give  me  notice. 
In  regard  to  the  particular  meeting 
to  which  the  question  on  the  Paper 
relates,  Captain  Welch,  rightly  or 
wrongly — I  cannot  go  into  that — after 
what  occurred  at  a  previous  meeting  was 
apprehensive  that  the  meeting  about  to 
be  held  would  be  used  for  the  purpose  of 
intimidation.  Now,  if  the  meeting  had 
been  so  used,  it  would  have  been  an  un- 
lawful assembly,  and  it  would  have  been 


his  duty  to  disperse  it.  The  hon.  Gen- 
tleman asks  me  if  it  was  legal  for  Captain 
Welch  to  speak  to  gentlemen  present  at 
the  meeting ;  but,  in  stating  his  appre- 
hension and  warning  them  of  the 
possible  consequences,  he  was  doing 
nothing  illegal. 

Mr.  DILLON  :  The  point  of  the  ques- 
tion is  that  he  stated  that  he  would 
dispei*se  the  meeting  if  illegal  language 
was  used,  and  that  amounts  to  saying 
that  he  would  be  the  judge  of  the  legality 
of  such  language. 

Mr.  MADDEN:  The  hon.  Gentleman 
will  allow  me  to  complete  my  answer. 
That  is,  no  doubt,  a  point  in  the  question, 
but  what  I  said  in  reply  is  a  totally 
different  thing  -that  Captain  Welch,  in 
stating  that  if  the  meeting  was  used  for 
the  purposes  of  intimidation  it  would  he 
an  unlawful  assembly,  and  it  would  be 
his  duty  to  disperse  it,  was  acting  per- 
fectly within  the  law. 

COMMUNICATION    BETWEEN  WHITE- 
GATE  AND  WOODFORD. 

Mr.  M'DERMOTT  (Kilkenny,  N.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Postmaster  General 
whether  he  can  now  state  when  telegraph 
communication  can  be  established  between 
Whitegate  and  Woodford ;  whether  he 
is  aware  that  letters  at  present  take  two 
days  to  go  from  one  town  to  the  other, 
though  the  distance  is  only  six  miles  : 
and  what  steps  he  intends  taking  to 
redress  this  grievance  ? 

Sir  J.  FERGUSSON  :  I  have  already 
explained  that  the  circumstances  woirid 
not  admit  of  direct  postal  communication 
being  established  between  the  two  places 
named.  It  is  true  that  the  letters  take 
two  days  in  passing  from  one  to  the 
other,  but  they  ai*e  very  few  in  number. 
With  reference  to  the  telegraph :  on  a 
similar  question  being  asked  last  week 
the  necessary  inquiries  were  directed, 
but  there  has  not  yet  been  time  to  receive 
the  Report. 

MAIL  TRAIN  SERVICE  TO  WEXFORD. 

Mr.  SEXTON  (on  behalf  of  Mr. 
T.  M.  Healy,  Longford,  N.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Postmaster  General  whether  he 
proposes  to  take  any,  and  what,  steps  to 
carry  out  the  promise  of  the  late  Post- 
master General  to  grant  a  faster  mail 
train  service  to  Wexford  ? 

Sir  J.  FERGUSSON:  I  am  not 
informed  that  the  late  Postmaster 
General  promised  to  grant  a  faster  mail 
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train  service  to  Wexford.  He  promised 
to  endeavour  to  come  to  terms  with  the 
•Railway  Company  for  that  purpose,  but 
the  extra  payment  which  they  would 
require  is  more  than  the  Service  can 
afford.  So  far  as  the  Post  Office  itself  is 
concerned,  all  that  is  possible  has  been 
done  by  sorting  on  the  way,  and  by  the 
employment  of  additional  force  to  expe- 
dite the  delivery  of  the  letters  at  Wex- 
ford, as  well  as  at  Enniscorthy. 

INSTRUCTION     IN    ARBORICULTURE. 

Mr.  HAYDEN  (on  behalf  of  Mi-. 
Harrison,  Tipperary,  Mid.)  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  the 
authorities  in  Ireland,  following  the 
precedent  set  by  the  Board  of  Agricul- 
ture in  England,  have  taken  any  steps 
to  provide  for  suitable  instruction  in  the 
"higher  and  lower  branches  of  arboricul- 
ture and  silviculture,  as  advised  by  the 
Select  Committee  on  Forestry  in  1887  ? 

Mr.  JACKSON :  I  have  called  for, 
but  not  yet  received,  Reports  on  this 
■  question.  I  must  therefore  ask  the  hon. 
Member  to  be  good  enough  to  defer  it. 

TREE-PLANTING  IN  IRELAND. 

Mr.  HAYDEN  (for  Mr.  Harrison)  : 
1  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  in  how  many 
cases  and  to  what  extent  the  Congested 
Districts  Board  has  availed  itself  of  its 
power  to  undertake  the  re-afforesting  of 
waste  lands  in  Ireland  ;  and  whether  he 
will  use  his  influence  to  urge  upon  the 
Board  the  great  importance  of  tree- 
planting  in  Ireland,  and  the  yearly 
increasing  likelihood  of  its  proving 
remunerative  in  the  near  future  ? 

Mr.  JACKSON  :  The  Congested  Dis- 
tricts Board  have  taken  over  from  the 
Land  Commission  the  carrying  out  of  the 
forestry  operations  at  Knockboy,  County 
Oalway.  The  lands  being  dealt  with 
comprise  914  statute  acres.  This  is  the 
only  case  up  to  the  present  in  which  the 
Congested  Districts  Board  have  availed 
themselves  of  their  powers  to  develop 
forestry  in  Ireland,  but  a  proposal  to  pur- 
chase additional  land  is  at  present  under 
•consideration. 

Mr.  HAYDEN  (on  behalf  of  Mr. 
Harrison,)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Li ^.i tenant  of  Ire- 
land what  advances  have  been  by  the 
Board  of  Works,  under  C  iiuse  20  of  the 
Tramways  and  Public  Companies  (Ire- 
Sir  J.  Fergusson 


land)  Act,  which  included  the  planting  of 
trees  amongst  the  objects  to  which,  with 
the  sanction  of  the  Treasury,  the  Board  of 
Works  was  authorised  to  make  advances 
under  the  31st  section  of  the  Land  Law 
(Ireland)  Act  of  1881  ? 

Sir  J.  GORST:  Perhaps  the  hon. 
Member  will  allow  me  to  answer  that 
question,  and  to  say  that  no  advances 
have  been  made. 

AN    INSANE    CONVICT. 

Mr.   PATRICK    O'BRIEN   (Mona- 

ghan,  N.):  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment whether  he  is  aware  that  a 
convict  named  Clarke,  late  Postmaster 
and  Churchwarden  at  Bringham,  Norfolk, 
now  confined  in  Portland  Prison,  has 
become  insane;  and  whether  he  will 
consider  his  case  with  a  view  to  his 
release? 

Mr.  MATTHEWS  :  A  prisoner  named 
Clarke  has  become  insane,  and  is  now  at 
Broadmoor.  I  am  informed  that  there 
is  no  ground  whatever  for  the  suggestion 
that  his  insanity  is  due  to  prison  treat- 
ment. The  medical  officer  reports  that  it 
was  probably  congenital.  During  the  time 
he  was  in  a  convict  prison  he  never  made 
a  complaint  to  the  authorities,  nor  did 
he  send  any  petition  to  the  Home 
Office. 

ENNISKILLEN    GAOL. 

Mr.  JORDAN  (Clare,  W.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  the  Prisons 
Board  claim  the  area  in  front  of  the 
gaol  in  Enniskillen,  extending  from  the 
gaol  wall  to  the  channel  adjoining  the 
county  road  leading  south  to  Castlecoole ; 
and,  if  so,  is  it  the  duty  of  the  Board  to 
keep  it  in  proper  repair  and  clean  it ; 
will  they  either  do  so,  or  hand  it  over  to 
the  Local  Authority,  the  Town  Com- 
missioners, to  put  it  into  and  keep  it  in 
proper  condition  ;  and  is  this  gaol  being 
now  used  as  a  prison,  or  is  it  intended  that 
the  authorities  will  discontinue  its  use  as 
such,  and  permit  it  to  fall  into  further 
dilapidation;  if  not,  will  they  in- 
struct an  engineer  to  inspect  and 
report  on  the  condition  and  appearance 
of  the  outside  front  wall,  doors,  &c.t  with 
a  view  to  due  repairs  ? 

Mr.  JACKSON :  I  am  causing  in- 
quiries to  be  made  in  regard  to  the  sub- 
ject of  this  question,  but  have  not  yet 
received  the  information. 
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or  any  part  thereof)  the  whole  of  any 
increase  beyond  the  present  amount  of 
the  cess  or  rate  is  to  be  paid  by  the  occupier 
only,  the  Government  are  prepared  to 
introduce  a  Bill  regulating  the  contracts 
between  landlord  and  tenant  concerning 
the  payment  of  rates  in  every  part  of  the 
United  Kingdom  ? 

The  FIRST  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester, 
£.) :  I  must  remind  the  hon.  Membei 
that  the  main  outlines  of  our  programme 
are  now  before  the  House,  and  I  am 
afraid  I  cannot  undertake  to  make  any 
addition  to  it. 


RENTS  IN  ENNI8KILLEN. 

Mb.  JORDAN:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
[Thief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
rf  Ireland  if  he  is  aware  that  rents  in 
many  cases  and  generally  were  increased 
by  the  Land  Commissioners  in  Ennis- 
kalleri,  county  Fermanagh,  last  week; 
and  if  he  will  state  the  number  of  cases 
in  which  rents  were  thus  increased,  and 
the  number  in  which  they  were  reduced, 
at  those  sittings ;  and  the  number  of 
appeals  by  the  landlord  and  tenant  re- 
spectively, both  in  the  cases  of  increased 
and  reduced  rents  ? 

Mr.  JACKSON  :  I  am  informed  that 
at  the  recent  sitting  of  the  Land  Com- 
missioners' Court  of  Appeal  at  Ennis- 
killen  82  cas&  were  heard.  They 
included  55  landlords'  appeals,  of  which 
28  were  raised  and  27  confirmed.  Of  the 
six  cross  appeals,  one  was  raised  and  five 
were  confirmed.  Of  the  20  tenants' 
appeals,  12  were  confirmed  and  eight  re- 
duced. 

DEEDS  OF  ARRANGEMENT. 

Mb.  JORDAN  (on  behalf  of  Mr. 
Chance,  Kilkenny,  S.) :  T  beg  to  ask 
the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland  whether 
the  provisions  of  "The  Deeds  of  Arrange- 
ment (Amendment)  Act,  1890,"  so  far  as 
relate  to  private  arrangements,  and 
especially  Sub-section  5,  of  Section  2, 
have  been  disregarded  ;  and  what  steps 
the  Government  proposes  to  take  to 
ensure  the  observance  of  the  Act  ? 

Mb.  MADDEN :  I  have  made  inquiries 
into  this  matter.     I  find  that  a  difficulty 
has  arisen  in  carrying  out  the  provisions 
of  the  Act,  especially  having  regard  to 
the  enactments  of  the  sub-section  referred 
to  in  the  question.      The  matter  is  too 
whnWI  to  be  explained  in  reply  to  a 
question.     But  I  have  given  the  matter 
careful  consideration,  and  I  believe  that 
the  difficulty  is  capable  of    being    re- 
lieved. 

PAYMENT     OF    RATES  AS    BETWEEN 
LANDLORD  AND  TENANT. 

Mb.  KNOX  (Cavan,  W.) :  I  beg  to 
tak  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
whether  with  reference  to  the  provision 
in  Clause  2,  Sub-section  (2)  (a)  of  the 
Local  Government  (Ireland)  Bill,  by 
which  (notwithstanding  any  contract  by 
the  owner,  whether  in  town  or  country, 
to  my  the  county  cess  or  borough  rate, 

VOL.  I.  [new  series.] 


CARLOWAY   PIER. 

Dr.  MACDONALD  (Ross  and  Cro- 
marty) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury  whether  he  has  received 
tenders  for  the  construction  of  the  pier 
at  Carloway,  in  the  Island  of  Lewis,  some- 
months  ago,  and  how  soon  is  he  likely  to 
decide  to  proceed  with  the  work ;  anti 
whether,  in  reference  to  the  construction 
of  the  road  from  Stornoway  to  Carloway,. 
effect  is  to  be  given  to  the  unanimous 
decision  of  the  district  committee  of  the 
County  Council  as  to  the  manner  of  its 
construction  ? 

Sir  J.  GORST :  My  right  hon.  Friend 
has  asked  me  to  reply  to  this  question. 
Tenders  for  the  construction  of  the 
pier  were  submitted  in  December,  and 
are  now  under  the  consideration  of  the 
promoters.  In  accordance  with  the 
usual  rule  the  works  cannot  be  com- 
menced until  the  Provisional  Order  for 
their  execution  has  received  the  sanction 
of  Parliament,  but  every  effort  will  be 
made  to  expedite  the  passing  of  the 
confirming  Bill.  As  regards  the  road 
from  Stornoway  to  Carloway  the  Secre- 
tary for  Scotland  has  been  in  communica- 
tion with  the  County  Council,  with  the 
result  that  there  is  now  practically  an 
agreement  as  to  the  method  of  construc- 
tion, and  it  only  remains  to  settle  the 
question  how  far  a  portion  of  the  present 
road  near  Stornoway  may  be  utilised. 

THE  YEOMAN  USHER  OF  THE  BLACK 

ROD. 

Mr.  LABOUCHERE  (Northampton): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  whether  it  is  intended  to  take 
advantage  of  the  opportunity  afforded 
by  the  death  of  Sir  Spencer  Clifford  to 
combine  the  duties  of  Yeoman  Usher  of 
3  M 
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the  Black  Rod  and  of  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Great  Chamberlain,  as  recommended 
by  the  House  of  Lords  Committee  of  8th 
August,  1889,  with  a  view  to  effect  a 
saving  of  .£700  per  annum  ? 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  As  the  hon. 
Gentleman  is  aware,  the  matter  is  not 
within  the  competence  of  the  Govern- 
ment, but  it  is  entirely  within  that  of 
the  House  of  Lords  itself,  and  I  am 
given  to  understand  that  their  Lordships 
desire  to  cany  out,  as  soon  as  possible, 
the  intention  expressed  by  the  Committee 
to  which  the  question  refers. 

PENSIONS      AND     SUPERANNUATION 
ALLOWANCES. 

Mr.  FRANCIS  STEVENSON 
(Suffolk,  Eye) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  whether  he  would 
object  to  a  Motion  for  a  Return  showing 
the  total  amount  of  the  Exchequer  issues 
in  the  year  ending  31st  March,  1891,  in 
respect  of  pensions  and  superannuation 
allowances,  indicating  the  total  amount 
charged  for  the  purpose  on  the  Consoli- 
dated Fund ;  and  the  total  amount 
issued  for  the  purpose  on  account 
of  Naval  Services,  Military  Services, 
Civil  Services,  Customs  and  Inland 
Revenue  Departments,  and  Post  Office 
Services;  and  whether  he  would  ob- 
ject to  the  inclusion  in  the  Re- 
turn of  the  total  amount  paid  out  of  the 
local  taxation  account  in  respect  of  police 
superannuation,  and  of  the  total  amount 
expended  by  Local  Authorities  during  the 
year  upon  pensions  and  superannuation 
allowances  ? 

Mr.  GOSCHEN:  The  information 
for  which  the  hon.  Member  asks  in  the 
first  part  of  his  question  is  contained  in 
the  Report  of  the  Appropriation  Account, 
so  that  there  would  be  no  need  of  a  Re- 
turn. With  regard  to  the  information 
sought  for  in  the  second  part  of  the  ques- 
tion, I  must  refer  him  to  my  right  hon. 
Friend  the  President  of  the  Local  Govern 
ment  Board. 

FOOT-AND-MOUTH  DISEASE. 
Sir  EDWARD  BIRKBECK  (Nor- 
folk) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Agriculture  a  question,  of  which 
I  have  given  him  private  notice — namely, 
whether  his  attention  has  been  called  to 
statements  in  the  Observer  with  regard  to 
the  action  taken  by  the  Board  of  Agri- 
culture in  reference  to  the  outbreak  of 
foot-and-mouth  disease  ? 
Mr.  Labouchere 


Sir  WALTER  BARTTELOTj 

N.W.):  I  also  wish  to  ask  whet] 
right  hon.  Gentleman  has  heard 
outbreak  of  foot-and-mouth  dis< 
Edinburgh,  and  also  at  Ashi 
Sussex  ? 

The  PRESIDENT  op  the  E 

of    AGRICULTURE    (Mr.    C 

Lincolnshire,  Sleaford) :  In  reply 

hon.  c  and    gallant   Friend   (Sir 

Barttelot),  I  regret  to  say  that  I  r 

notice  on  Saturday  of  an  outbreak 

has  occurred  at  Edinburgh.  I  ha\ 

inquiry  into  the  circumstances  < 

case ;  but  the  reports  I  have  recei 

to  the  present  time  do  not  enable 

trace  the  origin  of  the  outbreak. 

also  true,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  that  t 

break  which  occurred  in   Susses 

days  ago  appears  to    have  exten 

Ashurst  to  a  farm  there,  and  to  a 

bouring  farm  called  the  Bentley 

In  reply  to  the  question  of  m 

Friend  behind  me  (Sir  Edward  Birl 

I  have  to  say  that  my  attention  hi 

called  to  various  statements  whicl 

recently  appeared  in  the  paper  n 

to,  to  the  effect  that  we  are  relaxi 

precautions  in  connection  with  tl 

break    of    foot-and-mouth   diseas 

have  treated  the  matter  with  levil 

reflecting  severely  on  the  conduct 

Board  of  Agriculture  generally. 

is  no  foundation  for  these  state 

and  I  can  only  suppose  that  tin 

based  upon  a  complete  misappreh 

as  to  the  effect  of  some  of  the  most 

orders  of  the  Board  and  the    c 

stances    under  which  they   have 

passed.    It  is  true  we  have  re-open 

London  Market  and  revoked  the 

for  prohibiting  the  movement  of  a 

alive  from  the  market,  for  this  r 

London  must  be  fed,  and  if  those 

were  continued  animals  would  be 

railway  stations,  in  yards,  at    j 

lairs,  and   other  places  over  whi 

should  and  could  have  no  control 

ever.   We  have  therefore  thought ; 

to  re-open  the  market,  leaving  the  ai 

free  to  be  taken  from  the  market  t< 

destination  within  the  County  of  Ix 

but  taking  the  most  stringent  precai 

in  which  we  are  being  most  adm 

served  by  the  police,  to  prevent  a 

animal  from  the  market  going  beyoi 

limits  of  the  County  of  London. 

effect,  I  hope,  will  be  this :  that  ax 

will  go  freely  into  the  market,  a 

unhappily  the  disease  should  b*  bn 
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into  it  again  we  shall  have  them 
altogether  under  our  control  and  be  able 
to  deal  with  it  at  once. 

8i*    U.    KAY-SHUTTLEWORTH : 

1   should   like  to  ask    the  right    hon. 

-Gentleman,  with  respect  to  the  outbreak 

mt  Edinburgh,  whether  he  can  inform  the 

House  if  he  has  any  reason  to  suppose  it 

is  connected  with  cases  which  have  arisen 

in  London,  or  whether  it  is  an  independ- 

-ent  outbreak  ? 


CHAPLIN :  As  far  as  I  have 
teen  able  to  ascertain  up  to  the  present 
time  the  outbreak  in  Edinburgh  is  re- 
garded a*  quite  independent  of  that 
which  took  place  in  London  ;  but  as  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  knows  very  well, 
it  is  quite  possible  that  the  disease  may 
have    been    conveyed   from   London  to 

m 

Edinburgh  without  there  being  any  in- 
dication of  it. 

MEETINGS  AT  WORLDS  END,CHELSEA. 

Mr.  J.  ROWLANDS  (Finsbury,  E.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Home  Secretary 
-whether  his  attention  has  been  called  to 
the  fact  that  a  meeting  which  was  being 
held  at  World's  End,  Chelsea,  on  Sunday 
was  suddenly  attacked  and  broken  up  by 
the  police  without  any  warning  being 
-.given  to  the  speakers,  and  notwith- 
standing his  answer  on  the  23rd  instant 
to  a  deputation  that  such  meetings  would 
not  he  interfered  with  ? 

Mr.  WH1TMORE:  I  would  also, 
before  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  answers 
that  question,  ask  whether  it  is  not  the 
fact  the  meeting  that  day  was  disorderly 
| '  and  obstructed  the  traffic  ;  and  whether 
the  police  did  not  interfere  with 
it  until  the  disorder  and  obstruction 
caused  by  it  compelled  them  to  do  so  ? 

Mb.  MATTHEWS :  What  I  said  to 

the  deputation  on  the  23rd  instant  was 

that  if  we   think  the  meetings  at  the 

World's  End  were  of  the  same  character 

fts  those  which   preceded   August  last, 

tad  were  accompanied  by  no  disturbance 

&  the  peace  and  no  obstruction  to  the 

public  thoroughfare,  the  police   would 

not  interfere ;    but  I   added  that    the 

police    would   be  neglecting  their  first 

duty  if  they  did  not  interfere  with  such 

.  Beatings  as  had  takeu  place  there  since 

September  last.     I   am  informed    that 

•  Jttterday  the  police  had  orders  to  avoid 

-  interference  with  t  ie  meeting  if  possible, 

•and  an  Assistant  Commissioner  attended 

ia  person  to  enforce  these  orders.     The 


police  were  not  sent  for,  and  did  not 
interfere  at  all  until  the  number  of 
poisons  assembled  had  so  largely 
incieased  that  the  thoroughfares  were 
blocked  and  there  were  much  noise  and 
disturbance.  The  Inspector  then  re- 
quested the  speaker  to  desist,  calling  his 
attention  to  the  obstruction  and  disturb- 
ance, and  informing  him  that  there 
was  illness  in  several  neighbouring 
houses.  The  speaker  refused  to  desist, 
and  the  policemen  then  caused  the 
central  group  to  move  on  and  cleared 
the  roadway.  T  am  informed  that 
inhabitants  in  the  neighbourhood  were 
for  some  time  prevented  from  leaving 
their  houses,  and  that  a  clergyman, 
whose  mission  room  is  at  World's  End, 
was  unable  to  get  there. 

COUNTY    COUNCIL    ELECTIONS. 

Mr.  LABOUCHERE:  In  the 
absence  of  the  President  of  the  Load 
Government  Board,  I  wish  to  ask  the 
Home  Secretary  what  law  there  is  that 
justifies  a  Deputy  Returning  Officer 
counting  votes  at  a  County  Council 
Election  at  his  office  instead  of  at  the 
polling  place,  as  is  now  being  done  at  one 
of  the  divisions  of  Norfolk? 

Mr.  MATTHEWS  :  I  must  ask  the 
hon.  Gentleman  for  notice  of  that  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  LABOUCHERE  :  But  it  is  going 
on  now. 

BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

THE    SCOTCH     EQUIVALENT   (JRANT. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  -  BANNERMAN 
(Stirling  Burghs) :  I  wish  to  ask  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  if  he  will 
undertake  not  to  take  to-night  Vote  4, 
Class  7,  of  the  Supplementary  Esti- 
mates, relating  to  local  taxation  (Scot- 
land), the  reason  being  that  it  is  so 
obviously  mixed  up  with  the  subject  of 
the  Bill  he  proposes  to  bring  in  that  we 
could  hardly  vote  the  money  until  we 
have  seen  that  measure  ? 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR  :  I  do  not  see 

that  the  connection  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  speaks  of  exists,  at  all  events, 
to  the  extent  he  thinks  it  does ;  but  I 
hope  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  will  allow 
us  to  bring  in  our  Bill  as  soon  as  we  can, 
and  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will 
do  his  best  to  facilitate  the  proceedings 
so  that  the  Bill  may  be  printed  as  soon 
as  possible.  I  cannot  give  an  absolute 
3M2 
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promise  that  we  will  not  take  the  Vote 
to-night,  but  I  think  it  is  improbable 
that  it  will  be  reached. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN; 

It  will  be  very  inconvenient  to  many  of 
us  to  be  obliged  to  wait  for  the  chance  of 
its  coming  on ;  but,  if  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would  say  it  will  not  be 
taken,  we  need  not  do  so. 

Mr.  BALFOUR:  The  fact  of  the 
matter  is  that  the  House  itself  will  be 
greatly  inconvenienced  unless  we  can 
get  through  the  Supplementary  Esti- 
mates in  the  course  of  this  week.  As 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  knows,  we 
have  only  Monday  and  Thursday  in 
which  to  do  so,  and  if  the  financial 
business  is  postponed  it  will  be  necessary 
for  the  Government  to  ask  for  the  time 
of  private  Members  at  a  much  earlier 
date  than  they  would  otherwise  desire 
to  do;  but  on  that  condition  I  should 
have  no  objection  to  acceding  to  the 
request  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 


THE   ORESHAM   CHARTER. 

Mr.  MUNDELLA  (Sheffield,  Bright- 
side)  :  I  wish  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury,  for  the  convenience  of  the 
House  generally,  whether  he  will  afford 
sufficient  time  for  the  discussion  of  the 
Gresham  Charter,  because  the  stoppage  of 
other  business  one  hour  before  the  usual 
time  would  not  afford  adequate  opportu- 
nity for  debate  ? 

Mr.  A.  J.  EALFOUR :  Well,  Sir,  as 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  is  aware,  a 
question  was  put  to  me  by  an  hon.  Friend 
of  my  own  on  this  side  of  the  House  upon 
the  subject  a  few  nights  ago,  and  I  then 
pointed  out  to  the  House  that  this  was 
not  a  discussion  which  would  be,  or  could 
be,  brought  to  a  premature  conclusion 
under  the  Twelve  o'Clock  Rule ;  and  that, 
therefore,  although  it  might  involve  our 
sitting  an  hour  or  two  later  and  might  be 
inconvenient,  yet  the  discussion  would 
reach  its  full  term.  I  have  every  desire 
to  meet  the  wishes  of  the  House,  but  I 
cannot  create  time,  as  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  knows.  We  are  already 
hampered  for  time  in  consequence  of  the 
anxious  desire  of  hon.  Gentlemen  oppo- 
site to  discuss  our  Bills  before  they  are 
introduced;  and  we  have  not  been 
allowed  to  introduce  some  of  the  most 
important  of  our  measures  ;  I  am,  there- 
fore, afraid  that  I  cannot  at  present  give 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  promise  for 
which  he  asks. 

Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour 


dtc.  Estimates. 


THE   DIPLOMATIC   VOTE. 

Mr.  MORT?ON :  May  I  ask 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  whether  he 
to  go  on  with  the  Diplomatic  Vc 
Supplementary  Estimates  ? 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR  :  Yes 
ing    to    the    arrangement  com 
Friday,  that  will  stand  first  01 
next. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  Di 


SUPPLY  —  CIVIL  SERVICES 
REVENUE  DEPARTMENTS. 
SUPPLEMENTARY  ESTIMAT1 

Considered  in  Committee. 
(In  the  Committee.) 
Class  VI. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  p 

"That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  ££ 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  defray  tl 
which  will  come  in  course  of  paymei 
the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  < 
1892,  as  a  Grant  in  Aid  of  the  Capi 
Pension  Fund  created  under  the  pro 
the  National  School  Teachers'  (Irels 
1879." 

(6.40.)  Mr.  SEXTON  (Belfe 
This,  Mr.  Courtney,  is  a  Vote 
considerable  interest,  if  not  to 
Members,  who  are  now  leav 
House  in  such  numbers,  at  anj 
Irish  Members.  By  this  Vote  i 
posed  to  take  the  whole  of  3 
equivalent,  for  the  current  yeai 
grant  given  to  England  for  free 
cation.  It  is  proposed  to  take  tl 
sum  of  <£90,000,  and  apply  it, 
any  immediate  purposes,  but  ii 
the  National  Teachers'  Fund.  1 
question  of  the  application  of  thi 
has  been  lying  over  since  last  y 
was  frequently  mentioned  in  th 
in  the  later  months  of  last  Sessii 
now,  when  we  are  in  close  pi 
to  the  end  of  the  finftncfa 
we  find  we  are  obliged  1 
with  it,  not  by  a  Bill,  but  by  a 
Supply.  I  feel  obliged  to  confe 
whilst  a  Vote  in  Supply  is  a  verj 
and  convenient  mode  for  dealii 
money,  when  the  principle  of  < 
ture  has  been  already  affirmed,  y 
conceive  nothing  more  inconver 
prejudicial  to  the  privileges,  or  • 
tive  of  the  rights  of  Members 
present  a  new  proposal,  never  i 
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office  of  this  very  Pension  Fund.  The 
superintendent  of  the  pension  office  is  a 
gentleman  who  receives  £200  a  year,  and 
who  is  besides  an  actuary.  So  that  you 
have  an  official  actuary  recognised  in  one 
of  the  great  Departments  of  State  in 
charge  of  this  pension  office  in  Dublin. 
It  was  his  duty  to  see  that  the  fund  did 
not  get  into  backwater,  or  even  into  the 
tendency  to  get  into  backwater.  He 
should  have  warned  the  Government, 
and  the  Government  should  have  warned 
this  House,  that  the  fund  was  getting 
into  an  unsound  condition.  I  see  in  the 
Estimates  we  are  told  that  the  receipts  of 
the  fiuid  are  not  in  excess  of  liabilities  as 
declared  by  the  recent  valuation.  Why 
did  not  the  recent  valuation  disclose 
that?  I  would  suggest  we  ought  to 
have  a  copy  of  the  recent  valuation ;  at 
least,  we  ought  to  have  the  substance  of 
it.  I  now  ask  whatever  Minister  rises 
to  reply,  to  inform  us  as  to  its  precise 
effect.  Moreover,  when  did  the  de- 
ficiency begin  to  arise?  What  is  the 
amount  of  it  at  the  present  moment  ?  I 
particularly  wish  to  know  whether,  if  we 
agree  to  apply  this  £90,000  to  the  Pension 
Fund  now,  we  may  assure  ourselves  that 
the  fund  will  be  in  a  sound  position, 
and  that  we  shall  not  be  told  at  the 
end  of  another  five  years  that  the  fund 
shows  a  tendency  to  get  into  backwater, 
and  that  some  money  is  to  be  devoted 
by  the  Government  to  the  fund  for  the 
purpose  of  assisting  it.  1  think  I  am 
entitled  to  say  that  it  is  hardly  treating 
Irish  Members  fairly  in  regard  to  a 
matter  of  finance,  when  it  is  only  in  a 
speech  upon  the  Debate  that  the  Chief 
Secretary  tells  us  incidentally  what  he 
intends  to  do.  We  have  received 
numerous  letters  from  Irish  teachers 
upon  the  subject.  One  teacher,  writing 
on  the  28th  February,  said,  with  reference 
to  the  report  that  the  Chief  Secretary 
intended  to  hand  over  the  £90,000 
accruing  since  September  last  to  the 
Pension  Fund — 

"  It  is  not  fair,  as  it  was  meant  that  the 
teachers  would  charge  no  school  fees.  They 
will  be  at  a  loss  for  the  half-year  ending  31st 
March,  so  that  they  are  entitled  to  be  compen- 
sated in  lieu  of  the  school  fees." 


even  debated,  and  perhaps  to  carry  it 
into  effect  by  procedure  in  Supply.  If 
it  were  a  Bill,  we  would  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  proposing  useful  Amendments 
which  mighthave  a  chance  of  acceptance ; 
but  under  this  procedure,  if  we  think  the 
nun  is  not  enough  for  the  purpose  we 
cannot  move  to  increase  it,  and  we 
cannot  reduce  it  if  it  were  thought  that 
the  amount  was  needlessly  large.  Again, 
Sir,  it  will  not  be  denied  that  the  in- 
formation on  the  face  of  this  Estimate  is 
of  the  most  meagre  possible  kind.  There 
is  a  foot  note  in  which  we  are  told  some- 
Hung  which  we  know  already,  and  upon 
which  we  do  not  require  to  be  informed. 
We  are  told  where  the  money  comes 
from.  Members  are  well  aware  that 
this  money  is  9  per  cent. — Ireland's 
chare — of  the  Free  Education  grant.  But 
upon  what  we  do  require  to  know  we 
receive  no  information.  We  are  not 
told  what  circumstances  have  arisen  to 
raider  necessary  the  appropriation  of 
this  great  sum  to  the  particular  purpose 
ill  question.  It  is  only  a  week  ago  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  told  us  that — 

"Either  the  payments  into  the  fund  had 
fceen  too  small,  or  the  payments  out  of  it  had 
been  too  large. 

How,  that  might  be  a  description  of  any 
fond  that  had  ever  been  found  to  be  in 
an  unsatisfactory  condition.  What  we 
qrant  to  know  is,  which  is  it  ?  Have  the 
payments  been  smaller  than  was 
originally  expected ;  or  have  the  pay- 
ments out  been  larger  ?  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  truly  said  that  the  .fund 
ihowed  a  tendency  to  get  into  bad  water. 
Barely  we  are  entitled  to  more  informa- 
tion. Is  it  in  bad  water  now  ?  It  has 
Veen  suggested  that  the  State  is  not  re- 
npnsible  for  the  condition  of  this  fund. 
Why,  Sir,  this  fund  was  founded  by  a 
pohnc  Act  of  Parliament  in  1879,  and  by 
that  Act  £1,300,000  was  taken  out  of 
the  Irish  Church  Surplus  Fund,  and  ap- 
fKed  in  aid  of  this  very  fund  now 
before  us.  Under  that  Act  an 
•elaborate  system  was  devised.  Three- 
fanths  of  the  teachers'  premiums 
Were  to  be  paid  out  of  the  Church 
Government  subvention ;  the  other 
fourth  was  to  be  supplied  by  the  teachers 
.who  joined  the  fund.  Who  is  it  who  is 
jrasponsible  for  the  Vote  ?  If  anyone 
will  turn  to  the  Estimates,  and  look  at 
the  Tote  for  the  Treasury  and  subordi- 
nate Departments,  he  will  find  that  one 
€&  thej  subordinate  Departments  is  the 


The  suggestion  here  made  is  that  upon 
the  announcement  of  free  education 
last  year  some  of  the  teachers  ceased 
collecting  school  fees — depending  upon 
the  establishment  of  free  education. 
Their  income  for  the  present   year  is 
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consequently  seriously  diminished.  I 
would  like  to  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man whether  he  has  inquired  of  the 
Commissioners  of  National  Education  if 
within  the  past  half  year  an  expectation 
amongst  the  people  has  led  to  the  cessa- 
tion of  school  fees ;  and  whether,  if  so, 
he  has  any  proposal  to  meet  the  case  ?  I 
do  not  myself  oppose  the  principle  of 
the  allocation  of  this  fund  in  aid  of  the 
Pension  Fund,  but  I  submit  that  as  some 
teachers  may  have  incurred  loss,  we  are 
entitled  to  have  the  most  specific  infor- 
mation given  as  to  the  circumstances  of 
the  Pension  Fund. 

*(6.52.)  The  SECRETARY  to  the 
TREASURY  (Sir  John  Gorst,  Chat- 
lmm) :  I  will  give  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber the  fullest  information  I  possibly 
can  in  reply  to  his  questions.  The 
fund  was  created,  as  he  indicated, 
by  the  appropriation  of  £1,300,000  out 
of  the  Irish  Church  surplus,  to  which  was 
added  a  contribution  by  the  teachers- 
themselves.  About  three-fourths  of  the 
fluid  consists  of  the  Irish  Church 
surplus  and  accumulations,  and  about 
one-fourth  consists  of  the  contributions 
made  by  the  teachers  themselves  and  the 
accumulations.  The  whole  difficulty  has 
arisen  from  an  unfortunate,  and  I  must 
say  I  think  a  mistaken,  actuarial 
valuation  made  in  the  year  1885.  That 
was  at  the  end  of  the  first  quinquennial 
period  of  the  fund.  The  Report  made  at 
that  time  to  the  then  Government 
showed  that  the  assets  of  the  fund, 
on  the  31st  December,  1884, 
amounted  to  £1,064,872  and  the  liabili- 
ties to  .£1,468,285  only,  showing  a 
surplus  of  assets  over  liabilities  of  no 
less  than  £  196,587.  The  Government 
of  the  day,  1885,  had  to  deal  with  that 
surplus.  It  clearly  belonged  to  the 
National  School  teachers  of  Ireland.  It 
had  to  be  allocated  in  some  wav — either 
by  reducing  the  amount  of  the  subscrip- 
tion, or  by  increasing  the  benefits  which 
had  been  provided  by  the  Act  of  1879. 
The  Government  of  1885  decided  to  take 
the  latter  course,  and  they  changed  the 
scheme  of  the  Act  of  1879  by  promising 
the  National  School  teachers  of  Ireland 
certain  extra  benefits. 

Colonel   NOLAN :    What   was    the 
date  in  1885  ? 

•Sir     JOHN     GORST:       The     hon. 

Member     asks     a     question     which     I 

shall   be   glad    to    answer   later.      This 

was    what    was    done.       In    the    first 

Mr.  Sexton 


place,  provision  was  made  for  a  return*  ' 
to    the    representatives    of    a     teacher 
who   died,  of  the  premiums  which   the  : 
teacher  had  paid  towards  his  pension,  and 
which  according  to  the  scheme  of  1879- " 
would  have  been  lost  to  the  teacher's 
representatives  in  case  of  death ;   and 
the  cost  of  this  was  supposed  to  amount 
to  £35,000.     Then  there  were  the  claims 
of  members  of  certain  abolished  classes  of 
teachers  to  somewhat  increased  pensions 
to   be  considered.       These  claims  were 
admitted,     amounting     to     a     capital 
liability      of      about      £3,500      more. 
Then  there  was  a  rule  introduced  that 
male  and    female    teachers    should    be 
allowed  to  retire  after  40  years'  service 
upon  their  maximum  pension,  reckoned 
from  the  age  21  in  the  case  of  males,  and 
18  in  the  case  of  females.     This  conces- 
sion was  calculated  to  involve  a  capital 
liability  of  about  £150,000.     Therefore/ 
by    these     concessions    which    I    have 
enumerated,  nearly  the  whole  estimated : 
surplus  of  £196,000  was  disposed  of. 
The  new  rules  were  in  operation  for- 
another  quinquennial  period,  and  then 
there  was    another  actuarial  valuation 
made.     And  it  turned  out,  that  so  far 
from  the  fund  being  then  solvent  there, 
was  a  deficit  in  it. 

An  hon.  Member  :  Was  the  valuation 
made  by  the  same  actuary  ? 

♦Sir    JOHN     GORST:      I    believe-  = 
so.     The    actuarial    valuation    brought 
out   in   1891    that   the    liabilities  were 
£195,000  more  than   the  assets,  so  that 
whereas     at     the     end     of    the    first 
quinquennial   period   there  was  a   sum 
of  £196,000  to  the  good,  at  the  end  of 
the  second  period    there  was  XI 95,000 
to   the  bad.     Of  course  the  merits  of 
highly   technical    actuarial    calculations- 
form  a  subject  upon  which  Members  of 
the  Government,  and,  I  daresay,  Repre- 
sentatives from  Ireland  are  not  properly 
qualified  to  express  an  opinion.    There-    « 
fore  the  Government,  with  this  extraor*    •• 
dinary  variation  between  the  first  and    ^ 
second  actuarial  valuation,  appointed  *■  u 
Committee  consisting  of  three  actuaries    £ 
one  being  the  actuary   who   made  the 
first  Report— and,  I  believe,  the  second 
Report    also — and      two     being    ind*  * 
pendent  actuaries.     They  are  now  prt" 
paring  a  Report  which  has  not  yet  bean 
submitted  to  the  Government.   Therefor* 
I  am  as  much  in  the  dark  as  hon.  Me®* 
bers  from   Ireland   are  as  to  how  thk   f 

extraordinary    difference    between  tto 
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first  and  second  valuation  arose.  But 
when  the  investigation  is  completed  Her 
Majesty's  Government  will  carefully  con- 
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the  Keport,  and  will  see  how  this 
portant  fund  can  be  brought  into  a 
condition  of  solvency. 

Mb.   T.  W.   RUSSELL :   They  may 
Wng  out  a  surplus. 

•Sir    JOHN    GOR8T :     I    do     not 
think   that    is   likely;    but,   of  course, 
it    is    possible.      However,   when    this 
careful      valuation      is      made,      the 
Government  will  take  the  matter  into 
their  careful  consideration  to  see  that 
each  steps  are  taken  as  can  be  taken  to 
put  the  fund  into  a  condition  of  solvency. 
With  regard  to  the  dates  in  1885,  I  may 
explain  that  the  valuation  referred   to 
the  condition  of  the  fund  on  the  List 
day  of  1884,  and  it  was  received  in  the 
middle    of    1885.      I    am   afraid  that 
the  question  as  to  exactly  what  Govern- 
ment was  in  Office  is  rather  doubtful. 
Hie  probability  is  rather  in   favour  of 
the  last  Government    but  three.     I  do 
not  commit  myself  to  a  positive  state- 
ment  on  that   matter,   but  it  was   not 
the      present     Government,     and     not 
the     last    Government    but     one,     but 
either   the    last     Government   but  two 
or     the    last  Government     but     three. 
Then  there  was  this  sum  of   £90,000, 
which  was  due  to   Irish    education    in 
some  form  or  other  as  an  equivalent  to 
the  English  free  school   giant,   and    it 
was     represented     to     Her     Majesty's 
Government  that  it  could  not  be  applied 
to  free  education   in    Ireland,   because 
the     fees    had    already  been  paid    for 
the    current    year.      The    Government 
could   not   find    any   object   on    which 
it  could  be  spent  which  seemed  more  in 
the  interests    of    Irish  education   than 
ipplying  it  to  this  fund  and  putting  it  in  a 
condition  of  solvency.     By  the  rules  of 
1885,    the    teachers     received     greater 
benefits  from  the  fund    without   being 
ailed  upon  to  subscribe  more  to  secure 
them.     The  object  of  the  present  pro- 
posal is  to  continue  those  benefits  at  the 
low  subscription  under  the  Act  of  1879. 
I  am  sorry  that  more  time  has  not  been 
given  to  the  Irish  teachers  and  Members 
of  Parliament  to  consider  the   matter. 
There  is  a  great  deal    of  force  in    the 
suggestion     that     the     matter     should 
be  dealt  with  by  Bill,  but  it  is  necessary 
that  the  money  should  be  disposed  of 
before  the  31st  of  March  of  this  year,  or 
it  will  have  to  be    paid    back    to    the 


Consolidated  Fund  and  go  towards  the 
reduction  of  the  National  Debt.  There 
is,  therefore,  scarcely  time  to  pass  an 
ordinal*}'  Bill  on  the  subject,  and  I 
thought  hon.  Gentlemen  from  Ireland 
would  accept  it  in  the  form  of  a  Sup- 
plementary Estimate,  which  would  be 
equally  conducive  to  their  interests. 

(7.5.)  Colonel  NOLAN  (Louth,  N.) : 
I  cannot  quite  underatand  the  position 
with  regard  to  this  money  which  belongs 
to  the  Irish  teachers,  and  has  been  simply 
confiscated  by  the  Treasury.  This  sum 
of  £90,000  became  due  last  year,  and  we 
were  told  that  it  was  the  equivalent  to 
the  £500,000  or  £600,000  which  was 
the  proportion  of  England.  The  then 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  said : — 

"  I  have  a  delightful  scheme  by  which  this 
sum  will  come  into  my  fund  for  making  my 
Land  Act  perfectly  secure." 

We  Irish  Members  protested  against 
the  money  being  confiscated  in  that  way, 
and  the  disposal  of  the  money  was  post- 
poned till  this  year.  Now  it  ought  to 
go  to  the  teachers  in  some  form  or  other. 
They  may  give  it  in  the  shape  of  class 
salaries,  pensions,  or  capitation  grants  as 
they  choose ;  but  they  are  not  going  to 
do  that.  The  Government  have  no  light 
to  dispose  of  this  money  as  they  are 
proposing  to  do.  This  fund  was  started 
in  1879  with  £1,300,000  from  the  Irish 
Church  surplus  and  went  on  well  till 
1885,  and  then  the  Treasury  comes 
forward  and  says  it  will  increase  the 
benefits  to  the  teachers.  I  do  not  know 
which  Government  it  was,  but  it  is  a 
significant  fact  that  whenever  there  is 
a  dispute  as  to  Ireland's  share  of  any 
advantages  Ireland  always  goes  to  the 
wall.  In  1885  you  made  us  a  present 
of  £196,000,  and  now  you  want  to  take 
it  back  again,  which  is  the  way  you 
always  behave  towards  Ireland.  You  have 
no  right  to  give  and  take  in  this  manner. 
Last  year  you  told  us  that  Ireland  was 
to  get  a  proportional  share  of  the  Grant, 
and  now  you  are  giving  us  none  at  all. 
You  are  putting  the  £90,000  into  a 
reserve  fund  of  the  Treasury,  and  the 
teachers  will  get  no  benefit  from  it. 
Then  what  is  the  cost  of  administering 
the  Fund  ? 

Mr.  JACKSON  :  There  is  no  cost  of 
administration. 

Colonel  NOLAN :  In  1885  you  pre- 
tended to  make  a  gift  to  Ireland  of 
£196,000  ;  what  right  have  you  in  1892 
to  take  this  £90,000  to  make  up  that 
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original  sum  without  the  consent  of 
the  Irish  Members  ?  If  I  can  get 
any  of  my  hon.  Friends  to  support 
me  I  shall  be  inclined  to  vote  against 
this  £90,000.  I  do  not  believe 
it  will  be  confiscated  ;on  the  31st  of 
March.  It  is  confiscated  already.  The 
teachers  lose  it  actually  either  with  or 
without  the  consent  of  the  Irish  Members, 
and  I  rather  think  the  latter  way  is  the 
better  of  the  two. 

♦Sir   JOHN  GORST :  In   1885  fresh 
rules  were  made  under  Section  10  of  the 
Act  of  1879,  which  empowers  the  Trea- 
sury, at  any  time  after  the  passing  of 
the  Act,  with  the  consent  of  the  Lord 
Lieutenant,  to  make  rules  from  time  to 
time  for  the  administration  of  the  Act. 
These  are  the  rules  which  prescribe  the 
amount  of  benefit  to  be  given  to  the 
teachers  under  the  Act.     The  new  rules 
of  1885  gave  the  teachers  greater  benefits, 
the  Treasury  being  under  the  impression 
that  the  fund  was  more  than  solvent. 
The  fund  was,  however,  found  to  be  less 
than  solvent  on  an  actuarial  examination 
in  1891,  and  it  was  found  that  unless  some- 
thing of    this    sort    were    done,    some 
capital  sum  earned  to  the  relief  of  the 
fund,  teachers    entering  the  service    in 
the  future  would  have  less  benefits  than 
those    at    present    in  the    service    are 
receiving.      The  fund  was  created  out  of 
the  Irish  Church  surplus,  and  the  invest- 
ment of  the  fund  is  prescribed  by  the  Act, 
so  that  the  Office  of  the  Treasury  is  purely 
ministerial  in  carrying  out  its  provisions. 
It  is  only  on  the  fund  created  by  Parlia- 
ment that  the  teachers  have  any  claim, 
and  therefore  if  that  fund  is  insufficient 
without  a  subvention   of  this    kind  it 
becomes  the   duty   of  the  Treasury  to 
make  fresh  rules  which  would  give  less 
benefits  to  teachers. 

-(7.15.)  Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL 
(Tyrone,  S.) :  The  statement  of  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  was  perfectly 
clear,  but  I  do  not  think  it  will  be  very 
satisfactory  to  Irish  Members.  The 
Actuarial  Report  in  1885  showed  a  surplus 
of  £195,000,  but  we  are  told  that  the 
Actuarial  Report  in  1890  showed  a  deficit 
of  £190,000,  and  now  there  is  another 
Actuarial  Committee  sitting  to  inquire 
into  its  actual  state.  Will  this  £90,000 
make  the  fund  solvent  ?  At  any  rate  it 
will  help  in  that  direction,  and  I  must 
not  be  taken  as  objecting  to  it.  I  want 
to  point  out  that  we  have  one  precedent 
for  dealing  with  this  fund.  Last  year 
Colonel  Nolan 


the  Constabulary  Pension  Fund  was 
found  to  be  in  the  same  condition — 
insolvent.  But  the  Government  did 
not  take  any  money  of  this  kind 
to  make  it  up;  the  Government 
made  it  up  themselves.  I  think  the 
Irish  teachers  are  entitled  to  this  money, 
and  if  there  be  a  deficiency  in  the 
Fund  I  do  not  say  that  this  is  not  a 
good  way  of  meeting  it.  But  I  should 
like  some  explanation  from  some  Mem- 
ber of  the  Government  as  to  the  difference 
in  the  treatment  of  the  two  Funds. 

(7.20.)    Mr.  J.  DILLON  (Mayo,  B.) : 
I  want  to  know  if  there  is  any  precedent 
in  the  history  of  Parliament  for  calling 
upon  a  Committee  of  this  House  to  vote 
a  large  sum  of  money  to  make  good  s 
deficiency  in  a  fund  when  nobody  knowB 
if  there  is  a  deficiency  at  all  ?     I  under- 
stood the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  to 
say    that    the  actuary    who  made  the 
valuation  in  1885,  and  the  one  in  1890, 
producing  such  utterly  different  results, 
is  one  and  the  same  individual.     If  that 
be  so,  no  reliance  can  be  placed  on  the 
valuation  of  that  gentleman.     We   are 
left  entirely  in  the  dark  as  to  the  deficit, 
and  the   Government  has  appointed   a 
committee  of  this    gentleman  and  two 
others  to  look  into  the  matter.     Yet  we 
are  asked  to  vote  this  £90,000  to  make 
up  the  deficit  while  that  committee  is 
still  sitting,   and   has  not  yet  reported. 
The  Government  has  given  us  no  reason 
for  believing  in  this  deficit  at  all,  and  it 
is  most  unjust  to  the  teachers  to  take 
the  money  and  apply  it  in  this  way.     If 
the  Government  had  been  able  to  deal 
with  the  money  when  it  dealt  with  the 
grants  to   England    and    Scotland    the 
teachers  would  now  have  been  in  the 
enjoyment  of  it ;  and  if  the  fund  had 
then  been   found  to  be  insolvent,  does 
anyone  doubt    for   a  moment    that  it    , 
would  have  been  held  to  be  the  duty  of    * 
the  Government    to  make  up  the  de-    ; 
ficiency  which  had  arisen  entirely  from    -J 
their     maladministration.       The     Irish    j 
teachers  are  admittedly  the  worst  paid  in    j 
the  three  countries,  and  that  makes  hi    ? 
greater  hardship  that  this  money  shoold    -* 
be  disposed  of  as  the  Government  pro*    i 
poses.    Last  year  the  principle  on  which     \ 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  laid  it     ; 
down  that  this  money  was  to  be  distri- 
buted to  the  three  countries  was  molt 
unjust.      On  what  ground    was  it  de- 
cided that  Ireland  was  only  to  have  9 
per  cent,  of  the  total  sum  ?    The  Govern- 
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This  is  not  the  time  when  such  a  matter 
can  be  approached..  But  I  wish  to  state 
to  the  House  that  the  figure  before  the 
Committee  was  based  upon  the  very  best 
information  which  was  accessible  to  the 
Government,  as  to  the  proportion  of 
revenue  paid  by  the  three  parts  of  the 
United  Kingdom  respectively. 

Mr.  J.  DILLON :  Is  it  based  upon 
that  principle  ? 

♦Sir  JOHN  GORST :  It  is  based  upon 
that  principle.  The  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  is  most  anxious  to  have  the 
matter  investigated,  and  it  is  not  the 
fault  of  my  right  hon.  Friend,  nor  is  it 
the  fault  of  the  Government,  but  because 
of  the  opposition  coming  from  other 
quarters  of  the  House,  that  an  inde- 
pendent Committee  has  not  been  ap- 
pointed before  now  to  ascertain  the 
justice  or  otherwise  of  the  amount  to  be 
paid  to  Ireland. 

Mr.  J.  DILLON :  It  is  the  principle 
I  object  to. 

♦Sir  JOHN  GORST :  That  is  quite 
another  matter.  With  regard  to  the 
fiuid,  there  is  little  doubt  that  it  is  at 
present  insolvent.  The  actuarial  calcu- 
lations in  1885,  after  the  fund  had  been 
only  five  years  in  operation,  was  neces- 
sarily based  a  good  deal  on  conjecture  or 
opinion  rather  than  upon  fact ;  but  the 
calculation  made  in  1891,  after  more  than 
ten  years'  experience,  was  to  a  much 
greater  extent  based  on  fact  as  distinct 
from  opinion,  and  therefore  it  is 
more  likely  to  be  correct.  However 
that  may  be,  I  can  assure  the  House  that 
every  single  penny  of  that  £90,000  will 
go  to  the  benefit  of  the  teachers,  what- 
ever may  be  the  results  of  the  investigation 
of  experts.  Supposing  the  fund  is  proved 
to  be  solvent,  then  the  whole  of  the 
£90,000  will  go  to  the  benefit  of  the 
Irish  teachers ;  and  if  it  be  insolvent,  the 
money  will  go  to  relieve  the  teachers 
from  the  reductions  which  they  might 
otherwise  be  compelled  to  submit  to.  I 
think  it  only  right  tliat  the  House  should 
undei-stand  the  question,  and  I  think  I 
have  made  plain  the  reasons  for 
submitting  the  Vote  now  before  the 
House. 

-(7.42.)  Sir  UGHTRED  KAY- 
SHUTTLEWORTH :  It  is  gratify- 
ing to  find  that  the  whole  of 
this  money  should  be  going  to  the 
teachers.  But,  at  the  same  time,  it  is 
right  that  attention  should  be  called  to 
the  loose  way  in  which  public  money  is 


it  proclaims  itself  Unionist  and  deter- 
mined to  keep  Ireland  part  of  the  United 
Kingdom,  but  when  it  comes  to  distri- 
buting money  they  are  Separatists,  and 
set  up   a   totally  different  principle  to 
guide     our    finance.      The    right    hon. 
Gentleman,  instead  of  taking  the  number 
<£  children  to  be  provided  for  and  giving 
the  grant  at  so  much  per  head  on  the 
school  attendance,  as  in  the  other  two 
ttontries,  asks  us  to   accept  from  him 
vhat  are  the  relative  contributions  from 
the  three    countries    to    the    Imperial 
funds,   which    contributions   are  calcu- 
lated  by   him  in  the  dark,  and  which 
he  gives  us  no  means  of  checking.     We 
«re  told  over  and  over  again  that  Ire- 
land is  to  share  to  the  fullest  extent 
in  all  the  benefits  of  a  division  as  part 
and   parcel    of    the   United   Kingdom. 
Here,  because   she   is  the  poorest  part 
of    the    Kingdom,     and,  according    to 
the    Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  only 
contributes  9  per  cent,  of  the  Imperial 
funds,  her  school  children  are  to  get  a 
very  much  smaller  grant  per  head  than 
those    of  the  other  parts  of  the  King- 
dom.      I     want    to    know     on    what 
ground    he    justifies    that     proportion. 
Scotland    is    treated    far    more    justly 
than  Ireland  is.     The   principle  which 
underlies  the  distribution  is  the  principle 
of   separatism    in    finance.     When   the 
question   of  the    distribution   of  money 
comes  to  be  considered,  the  Government 
are  Separatists  and  not  Unionists ;  they 
act    as    Separatists    in    the    matter  of 
finance,  and  in  that  only.      Instead  of 
living  the  grant  at  a  rate  per  head  of  the 
children  attending  school,  as  they  do  in 
England,  they  act  on   the  principle   of 
the  relative  contributions  of  the  three 
ttuntries,  and  even  then  they  give  us  no 
Mans  of  checking  the  figures.     In  con- 
duskm,  I  have  only  to  say  that  in  my 
judgment    the    appropriation     of    this 
£90,000  to  make  good  a  mistake  of  the 
actuaries  iniregard  to  the  Teachers'  Pension 
Fond  is  a  great  injustice  to  the  teachers 
of  Ireland.     The  Government  are  respon- 
■aWe  for  the  mistake  that  has  been  made. 
tad  I  hold  that  it  is  their  duty  to  make 
jood  any  deficiency  out  of  Imperial  funds, 
•(7.35.)     Sir  JOHN  GORST  (Chat- 
him)  :    I  am  anxious  that  the  House 
ahoold  understand  how  this  matter  stands. 
Aa  to  the  question   of  the  proportion 
'Which  Ireland  ought  to  have,  I  admit  that 
« ia,  upon  the  whole,  a  very  large  ques- 
tion, and  I  must  decline  to  go  into  it. 
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being  dealt  with.  I  think  this  should 
not  be  left  to  Irish  Members,  and 
that  the  House  has  reason  to  complain 
that,  although  the  Government  and  the 
House  are  alike  in  the  dark  as  to  the 
state  of  this  fund,  a  Vote  should  be  asked 
for. 

(7.50.)  Mr.  SEXTON  :  T  must  con- 
fess that  this  whole  arrangement  looks 
excessively  awkward.  Three  explana- 
tions have  already  been  placed  before  the 
House,  and  it  is  difficult  to  understand 
any  one  of  them.  I  should  say  that  if 
the  English  Government  persist  in 
managing  Irish  affairs  in  tins  fashion, 
Irishmen  will  be  justified  in  the  impres- 
sion that  they  can  manage  their  affairs 
better  themselves.  I  do  not  admit  the 
distinction  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
attempts  to  draw  between  school  teachers 
and  the  Constabulary,  and  I  contend  that 
the  school  teachers  are  just  as  much 
officers  of  State  as  any  other  body  of 
men,  and  that  they  should  be  treated 
accordingly.  In  fact,  there  is  a  large 
amount  of  suspended  judgment  in  regard 
to  this  Vote,  and  I  think  it  is  perfectly 
plain  that  we  cannot  pass  it  to-night, 
considering  the  important  fact  that  the 
representations  upon  which  it  has 
been  presented  are,  to  say  the 
least  of  it,  inexact.  I  think  the 
Vote  ought  to  be  adjourned  until 
such  times  as  the  Report  of  the 
Committee  of  Experts  has  been  placed 
before  the  House,  and  I  must  protest 
against  the  Vote  until  we  have  .some 
assurance  that  the  teachers  will  benefit 
by  the  Vote. 

-  Sir  JOHN  GORST :  I  wish  the  Com- 
mittee to  understand  that  under  any 
circumstances,  whatever  may  be  the 
result  of  the  investigation,  the  whole  of 
the  £ 90,000  will  go  to  the  benefit  of  the 
National  School  teachers. 

(7.55.)  Colonel  NOLAN  (Galway, 
N.)  :  I  understand  from  the  statement  of 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  that  this 
money  is  not  to  benefit  a  single  teacher. 
Is  it  not  a  fact  that  no  existing  teacher 
will  get  one  single  penny  of  benefit  out. 
of  this  £90,000?  Let  the  House  recol- 
ect  that  the  money  ought  to  be  given  to 
the  Irish  teachers  in  exactly  the  same 
proportion  as  it  was  given  to  the  English 
teachers.  It  appears  from  the  statement 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that  the 
Irish  teachers  are  not  going  to  get  any 
benefit  from  the  grant ;  not  one  single 
penny  of  benefit  are  they  likely  to  derive. 
Sir  Ughtred  Kay-Shuttleworth 


If  you  apply  the  money  in  this  manner 
it  simply  means  that  it  is  going  to  make- 
out  Treasury  balances.  I  think  the 
teachers,  roughly  speaking,  ought  to  get 
,£8  or  £9  apiece  as  back  money.  If  you 
give  this  £90,000  to  the  Irish  teachers, 
almost  exactly  as  you  have  given  the 
money  to  the  English  teachers,  then  you 
will  be  doing  justice. 

Mr.  JACKSON:  With  respect  to 
the  opinion  of  the  class  of  persons 
interested  in  this  matter,  I  think  it  right 
that  I  should  read  to  the  House  the- 
following  telegram,  which  I  have  just 
received  : — 

"The  Executive  Committee  of  the  Irish 
National  teachers  authorise  me  to  state  that 
they  heartily  endorse  the  allocation  of  the 
£90,000  to  the  pension  fund." 

From  that  it  appears  that  the  National 
School  teachers  highly  desire  the  alloca- 
tion of  the  £90,000  to  the  pension  fund ; 
and  probably  that  may  assist  the  House 
in  coming  to  a  decision  on  the  matter. 

*(8.3.)  Mr.  WEBB  (Waterford,  W.) : 
Our  contention  is  that  the  Government 
find  that  a  mistake  has  been  made;  it 
is  the  Government  that  ought  to  pay 
for  that  mistake;  and  the  £90,000 
ought  to  be  paid  additionally  to  the 
teachers.  The  manner  in  which  this  is 
brought  before  the  House  is  very  ex- 
traordinary. First  we  were  told  that 
there  was  a  deficit  in  this  fund,  then  we 
are  told  that  this  was  very  doubtful  anil 
that  there  is  a  Committee  sitting  upon  it ; 
and  now,  when  it  suits  the  convenience 
of  the  Government,  we  are  told  that 
there  is  no  doubt  whatever  about 
it.  If  there  is  no  doubt  what- 
ever about  it  I  do  not  understand 
why  a  Committee  should  be  appointed 
at  all.  It  has  been  asserted  by  the 
Government  that  they  have  not  the  same 
responsibility  toward*  the  National 
School  teachers  as  towards  the  Constabu- 
lary of  Ireland.  We  know  the  Con- 
stabulavy  is  considered  a  more  important 
force  in  Ireland  in  the  government  of 
the  country  than  the  teachers.  That 
the  people  should  become  better  educated 
and  better  able  to  do  for  themselves 
is  a  matter  of  small  important** 
As  to  the  treatment  of  the  Irish 
National  teachers,  during  the  last  ten 
yeai>  I  have  myself  known  instance* 
where  National  teachers,  because  tjiej 
had  opinions  of  their  owti  as  to  political 
questions  and  political  reforms  which 
were    afterwards    carried    out    by  tb* 
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regarding  the  beneficiaries  of  a  certain  ■ 
statutory  fund. 

Mr.  MAHONY:  The  Government 
make  rules  with  regard  to  certain  of  its 
servants.  A  Minister  of  the  Crown  gets 
up  and  says  these  rules  cannot  lie  altered 
as  regards  the  existing  servants  of  the 
State.  One  would  naturally  suppose  that 
the  Government,  who  were  responsible 
for  framing  the  rules,  and  who  have  no 
power  to  alter  the  rules  regarding  the 
existing  servants  of  the  State — that  the 
Government  of  this  great  Empire  would 
at  any  rate  undertake  that  the  servants 
of  the  State  will  receive  what  they  are 
entitled  to.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
does  not  say  that  if  there  was  a  deficit 
under  these  rules  this  House  would  not 
make  it  good.  But  what  we  are  asked  is 
quite  a  different  matter.  We  are  asked 
to  take  this  sum  of  money,  this  .£90,001) 
to  which  tin;  National  School  teachers  are 
entitled  and  ought  to  get,  and  transfer  it 
to  a  fund  which  will  benefit  not  the 
people  entitled  to  this  £90,000,  but  some 
future  teachers  in  Ireland.  I  think  it  is 
most  unjust  to  the  present  body  of 
National  teachers  in  Ireland,  and  I  am 
confident  that  the  telsgram  sent  to  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  was  sent  in  igno- 
rance of  the  facts,  because  the  teachers 
in  Ireland  at  the  present  moment  are  not 
in  a  position  to  understand  the  facts. 
There  seems  still  to  exist  a  very  great 
doubt  regarding  this  fund.  But  under 
any  circumstances,  whether  a  deficit 
exists  or  not,  I  do  not  see  how  it  is  just 
to  the  present  teachers  in  Ireland  to  take 
away  this  sum  of  £90,000,  to  which  tliey 
are  entitled,  and  put  it  to  a  fund  which 
will  not  benefit  them  individually,  but 
some  future  teachers. 

(8.15.)  Snt  JOSEPH  McKENNA 
(Monaghan,  S.) :  I  believe  this  to  be 
absolutely  a  misappropriation  of  this 
fund.  A  fund  that  was  intended  for  the 
immediate  lienefit  of  the  teachers  in 
Ireland  is,  by  a  Vote  in  Committee,  to  be 
allocated  to  make  good  a  mistake  made 
by  an  actuary  in  the  Treasury  some 
years  ago.  I  think  this  actuary  has 
proved  himself  unfit  to  make  such 
calculations  at  all ;  and  if  his  calcula- 
tions in  the  first  instance  were  wrong, 
and  if  they  are  light  now,  it  does  nob 
alter,  in  my  opinion,  the  appropriation  of 
this  £90,000,  which  was  intended  for 
the  immediate  benefit  of  the  existing 
teachers.     The    late   Secretary    to     the 


were  obliged  to  give 
up  their  situations  and  leave  the 
country.  It  is  idle  to  say  that  the 
Government  are  not  as  much  re- 
sponsible to  them  as  to  the  Constabu- 
lary. I  trust  this  Vote  will  not  1>e 
allowed  to  pass  without  being  brought  to 
a  Division. 

(8.5.)  Mr.  PIERCE  MAHONY 
(Meath,  N.)  :  The  light  hon.  Gentleman 
has  just  read  a  telegram  which  he  has 
received  from  the  Irish  National 
teachers  approving  of  the  allocation  of 
this  money  to  the  Pension  Fund. 
Perhaps  he  could  also  tell  us  whether 
the  National  teachers  of  Ireland  or  their 
Association  are  aware  of  how  this  money 
is  to  be  applied — whether  it  is  to  he 
applied  to  the  Pension  Fund  or  not  1 

Mb.  JACKSON:  Yes,  I  should  say 
they  are. 

Me.  MAHONY  :  Might  I  ask 
are  they  aware  of  the  alleged  deficit  in 
the  Fund  ?  What  we  are  asked  to  believe 
b  this  :  that  an  Association  representing 
the  existing  body  of  the  National 
teachers  of  Ireland  wish  this  sum  of 
money  to  which  they  are  entitled  as 
individuals  to  be  used  for  the  benefit  of 
teachers  in  the  future— tliat  they  wish 
it  to  be  used  for  the  benefit  of  a  Fund 
from,  which  they  will  not  derive  one 
tingle  halfpenny.  That  may  be  a  very 
praiseworthy  state  of  mind  of  the 
Association,  but  I,  for  one,  have  very 
nrious  doubts  ou  the  subject.  I  do  not 
believe  that  the  National  School  Teachers' 
Association  have  at  all  realised  how  this 
fund  is  to  be  applied.  I  do  not  believe 
that  they  realise  the  fact  that  they  as 
individuals  will  not  benefit  to  the  extent 
d  a  single  halfpenny  if  this  £90,000  Is 
to  be  granted  to.  the  Fund.  That  is  why 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  said  the 
Government  were  not  responsible  to  the 
present  teachers. 

Sib  JOHN  WORST  :  What  I  said 
*»  that  the  new  rules  could  not  be 
•hered  a*  applied  to  the  existing  teachers, 
•ad  that  if  this  fund  is  inadequate  a 
reduction  would  lie  made  all  round. 

Ma.  MAHONY:  We  are  now  told 
ftrt  the  Treasury  of  this,  great  Empire 
•»kes  rules  with  regard  to  certain 
iwvants. 

Bib  JOHN  GOllST  :  With  regard  to 
we  beneficiaries,  the  Government  make 
rtdes    under    an    Act    of     Parliament 
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Treasury  has  read  a  telegram  from  the 
secretary  of  the  teacher's  body  in 
Ireland  or  some  other  representative.  I 
should  like  to  know  in  reply  to  what 
communication  that  was  read. 

Mr.  JACKSON:  Perhaps  the  hon. 
Gentleman  will  allow  me  to  say  that  no 
communication  was  made ;  that  the 
telegram  came  to  me  quite  spontaneously, 
and  was  received  by  me  quite  unexpec- 
tedly, and  that  is  all  I  know  about  it. 

Sir  JOSEPH  McKENNA:  I  am 
sure  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
given  entirely  what  has  occurred ;  but 
I  venture  to  think  that  the  gentleman 
who  sent  it  was  entirely  ignorant  of  the 
•circumstances  which  surround  tliis  ques- 
tion ;  and,  therefore,  I  think  we  should 
treat  the  matter  as  if  the  telegram  had 
not  been  sent  at  all,  and  we  must  fall 
back  upon  our  own  common  sense  in 
this  matter.  I  hope  that  when  this 
Vote  is  put  from  the  Chair  every  Irish 
Member  in  the  House,  on  whatever  side 
of  the  House  he  may  sit,  will  vote 
against  such  a  misappropriation,  for  it 
■appears  to  me  to  be  a  misappropriation 
of  this  Fund. 

■(8.17.)  Mr.  HAYDEN  (Leitrim,  S.) : 
We  have  been  told,  and  we  have  no 
reason  to  doubt  the  statement,  that 
there  is  a  deficit  of  £  1 95,000.  The  Chief 
Secretary  and  the  Secretai-y  to  the 
Treasury  say  that  unless  tliis  deficit  is 
made  good  new  rules  would  have  to  be 
made  ;  but  we  are  told  at  the  same  time 
that  the  rules  cannot  be  changed  ;  so 
that  the  existing  teachers  are  concerned. 
But  are  we  to  understand  that  a  deficit 
■exists  to  the  extent  of  £195,000,  that 
the  teachers  are  to  suffer,  and 
that  the  Government  will  not  make  it 
good  ?  As  regards  the  case  of  the 
Constabulary,  it  has  l>een  very  well 
pointed  out  by  the  hon.  Member  for  South 
Tyrone  and  the  hon.  Member  for  West 
Belfast  that  this  fund  was  not  a  fund 
originally  started  by  the  Government, 
but  contributed  to  by  the  police  them- 
selves, and  therefore  stands  in  the  same 
position  as  the  Teachers'  Pension  Fund, 
so  far  as  Government  responsibility  was 
concerned.  Neither  the  teachers  of 
Ireland  nor  the  people  had  anything 
whatever  to  sav  to  the  administration 
of  this  fund,  and  I  do  not  think  that 
either  the  teachers  or  the  Irish  people 
should  be  made  responsible  for  it. 
I  think,  before  this  Vote  passes, 
Sir  Joseph  McKenna 


it  ought  to  be  made  clear  whether  the 
Government  intend  to  make  good  the 
deficit,  and  whether  steps  should  not  be 
taken  in  future  to  see  that  the  fund  was 
kept  in  a  sound  condition  ? 

(8.20.)  Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN 
(Monaghan,  N.) :  I  entirely  agree  with 
the  hon.  Gentleman  who  has  just 
spoken.  The  remedy  which  the  Govern- 
ment propose  is  the  old  one  of  robbing 
Peter  to  pay  Paul.  I  do  not  think  the 
House  ought  to  consent  to  any  such 
bargain  with  them.  As  has  been 
pointed  out  by  more  than  one  Member 
of  the  House  with  regard  to  their  deal- 
ing with  the  police,  wherever  the  money 
came  from,  the  Government  always  took 
care  that  those  who  were  breaking  men's 
heads  should  get  their  pay,  and 
there  have  been  a  large  number  of 
men  pensioned  for  breaking  people's 
heads,  and  for  no  other  reason 
that  I  know  of.  And  it  has  been 
often  pointed  out  that  while  the 
police  are  paid  big  salaries  and  pensions 
the  poor  teachers,  who  are  endeavouring 
to  develop  the  brain-power  of  the 
people  and  give  them  an  education,  are 
utterly  neglected.  With  nothing  except 
coei-cion  from  the  present  Government 
during  the  past  five  years,  the  people 
have  been  told  that  they  are  not  fit  for 
Home  Rule ;  but  I  think  that  the  mis- 
management of  this  Fund  shows  that  the 
British  Government  is  not  fit  to  admin- 
ister th  e  funds  of  the  country  at  all.  What 
would  be  the  action  of  the  Government  if 
this  happened  in  a  Board  of  Guardians  in 
Ireland  ?  I  have  known  several  Boards 
of  Guardians,  composed  of  men  who  gave 
their  services  voluntarily  to  the  public 
service,  who  came  long  distances  at  their 
own  expense  to  attend  the  Board  meetings, 
and  the  Boards  got  into  debt.  What 
was  the  procedure  ?  Why,  they  were 
suspended  at  once.  They  were  not 
paid  large  salaries,  like  Members  of  the 
Government,  for  looking  after  the  public 
interest,  but  they  were  suspended 
peremptorily  by  an  order  from  Dublin 
Castle.  And  the  coming  County  Coun- 
cils that  are  going  to  be  newly  appointed 
are  to  be  put  into  the  dock  for  less  than 
this.  I  should  like  we  had  the  power  to 
put  the  Government  in  the  dock  for  such 
administration  as  has  been  disclosed  in  \ 
this  House  to-night.  I  shall  resist  the 
passing  of  this  Vote  until  the  assurance 
is  given  that  this  deficit  is   to  |be  made 
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good.  I  am  quite  of  opinion  that  if  the 
gentlemen — the  associated  Irish  teachers 
— on  whose  behalf  this  telegram  ha>  been 
sent  to  the  Chief  Secretary,  were  aware 
of  the  fact  that  this  money  is  gone 
astray  and  that  they  are  likely  to  be 
deprived  of  it  entirely,  they  would  not 
hare  sent  any  such  telegram.  I  >hall 
not  trespass  on  the  time  of  the 
House  any  longer,  but  I  hope 
every  hon.  Member  in  the  House  will 
press  this  question  until  we  get  an  assur- 
ance that  the  Government  will  make  good 
the  deficit.  If  the  gentleman  who  was  in 
control  of  this  fund  was  in  u  City 
counting-house  and  could  not  account  for 
his  employers'  money  they  would  put  the 
detectives  on  his  track,  and  keep  him 
under  observation  until  thev  got  satis- 
factory  evidence  on  the  subject.  We 
have  got  responsible  Minister*  under 
observation,  and  we  will  keep  them  there 
until  we  have  got  sufficient  satisfaction 
on  the  subject. 

(8.25.)    Coloxel    NOLAN:    I    look 

upon  this  case  as  one  calling  for  the  most 

careful  investigation.     This  is  one  of  the 

few  cases  that  come  before  the  Hou>e  of 

Commons  in  which  Irishmen  can  actually 
obtain  money  for  a  very  valuable  class  in 
Ireland,  and  a  considerable  sum — .£90,000 
— by  forcing  this  question  on  the  atten- 
tion of    the  country.      I    suppose    the 
telegram  from  the  National    Teachers' 
Association  was  f  rom  some  members  sitting 
in  Dublin,  and  who  had  got  some  short 
account  that  £90,000  was  to  l>e  allocated 
for  the  Pension  Fund,  and  they  thought 
they  would  relieve  their  feelings  by  trying 
to  get  a  larger  pension.  I  do  not  believe — 
I  say  it  is  impossible — that  the  report  of 
this  Debate  that  occurred  here  up  to  eight 
o'clock  could   have  reached   them;   and 
they  have  evidently  sent  this  telegram  in 
sublime  ignorance  of  everything  that  has 
happened    in  this    House.       I    always 
nipected  that  this   £90,000  would  be 
collared ;  I  always  suspected  that  some 
of  this  £90,000  would  be  taken  away 
bom  the  teachers.     The  teachers  have 
pot  had  their  suspicions  aroused  ;    but 
if  they  heard  the  position  taken  up  ba- 
ttle Secretary  to  the  Treasury  to-night 
I  think  they  would  alter  their  opinion, 
la  1879  certain  calculations  were  made, 
•nd  in  1885  the  Treasury  suggested  that 
ft  would  be  well  if  the  fund  could  be 
sketched  out  a  little  more.    Then  as  re- 


gards these  quinquennial  periods,  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  has  not  been 
exactly  frank  with  us. 

Sir  JOHN  GORST :  There  was  a  quin- 
quennial period  in  1884;  in  1885  new 
rules  were  made.  They  came  into  force 
in  1886,  and  the  new  quinquennial  period 
was  therefore  1891. 

Colonel  NOLAN :  The  actuary  has 
made  no  suggestion  that  his  calculations 
in  1885  were  wrong;  but  supposing  they 
are  wrong,  they  have  no  right  to  take 
this  £90,000  simply  to  rectify  the  error 
of  one  of  their  own  officials.  I  do  think 
this  £90,000  ought  to  be  given  to  the 
teachers.  It  will  really  be  a  great  deal  to 
them,  and  will  help  to  place  them  on  a 
footing  of  equality  with  the  English 
teachers. 

:(9.5.)  Mr.  LENG  (Dundee):  I 
should  not  have  interfered  in  the  dis- 
cussion upon  Irish  Estimates  if  I  did 
not  feel  that  this  was  not  entirely  an 
Irish  question.  We  are  suffering  from 
the  strange  fatality  which  has  attended 
all  proposals  resulting  from  the  vicious 
system  of  finance  introduced  by  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  in  creating 
a  surplus  by  levying  taxes  before  know- 
ing that  its  object  was  approved  by  the 
country,  and  then  fishing  for  other  pur* 
poses  to  which  that  surplus  might  be 
applied.  We  Scotch  Members  spent  a 
whole  night  last  week  in  discussing  the 
equivalent  grant  for  Scotland,  and  then 
towards  midnight  it  was  found  that  our 
whole  time  had  been  wasted  ;  and  here 
to-night  it  must  be  admitted  that  the 
Committee  is  in  a  financial  muddle.  We 
are  told  that  there  is  a  deficit  of 
£195,000  on  the  Report  of  an  actuary 
in  the  service  of  the  country.  But  the 
Government  are  not  satisfied,  or  they  would 
not  have  appointed  two  other  actuaries 
to  make  inquiries.  If  all  three  were  to 
be  unanimous,  it  would  be  an  exceed- 
ingly suspicious,  and  almost  unpre- 
cedented, circumstance.  It  may  prove 
that  the  deficit  is  less,  and  if  so  this  Vote 
will  be  too  much  ;  or  it  may  prove  that 
the  deficit  is  even  greater  than  has 
been  reported,  and  then  this  Vote  will 
not  be  enough.  But  whether  the  deficit 
is  too  much  or  too  little,  I  agree  with 
hon.  Gentlemen  from  Ireland  that  this 
money  should  not  be  applied  to  the  Pen- 
sion Fund,  but  should  be  devoted  to  edu- 
cational purposes,  and  that  before  the 
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money  is  so  allocated  further  explanations 
are  required. 

(9.12.)  Mr.  J.  O'CONNOR  (Tip- 
perary,  S.)  :  In  the  course  of  the  few 
remarks  I  made  a  few  nights  ago  on  the 
introduction  of  the  Government  Bill, 
I  stated  that  I  should  not  oppose  the  ap- 
propriation of  £90,000  for  increasing 
the  National  Teachers'  Fund,  and  I  feel, 
therefore,  it  is  necessary  for  me  to  offer 
some  explanation  of  the  Motion  I  am 
now  about  to  make  for  reporting  Pro- 
gress. It  is  in  no  spirit  of  opposition  to 
the  appropiiation  of  the  .£90,000  that  I 
make  this  Motion,  but  because  I  object 
to  taking  a  leap  in  the  dark  as  we  are 
invited  to  do  by  the  Government  this 
evening.  There  is  every  reason  for  delay. 
A  sort  of  appeal  ad  misericvrdiam  has 
been  made  to  us  on  behalf  of  the 
teachers ;  but  I  hold  it  would  be  the 
falsest  economy  to  devote  this  sum  to 
bolstering  up  a  fund  which  needs  to  be 
investigated.  No  damage  can  be  done 
to  the  teachers  by  withholding  this  grant 
for  a  little  time ;  for  the  £90,000  will 
still  be  there,  and  will  be  increased  bv 
interest  while  it  is  invested.  What  the 
Irish  teachers  want  is  a  fund  adminis- 
tered on  a  solid  basis.  They  wish  to 
have  established  a  permanent,  solvent, 
and  properly-nianaged  fund ;  and  if  the 
£90,000  be  added  to  it,  when  it  has  been 
placed  on  a  solid  basis,  it  will  be  a  sub- 
substantial  advantage  to  the  teachers; 
but  according  to  the  proposition  now 
made  it  would  only  l>e  a  something 
thrown  in  to  fill  up  a  gap.  For  these 
reasons  I  beg  to  move  that  you  now 
report  Progress. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Chairman  do  report  Progress, 
and  ask  leave  to  sit  again." — (j\lr.  J. 
O'Connor.) 

(9.20.)  Mr.  JACKSON :  T  do  not 
believe  the  hon.  Member  thinks  for  a 
moment  that  the  Government  will  con- 
sent to  report  Progress.  The  case  has 
been  stated  with  great  clearness  by  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury;  but  hon. 
Members  opposite  have  seemed  to  lose 
sight  of  or  to  ignore  the  fact  that  if  this 
fund  has  been  brought  into  this  condi- 
tion, it  is  because  too  large  an  amount  of 
tanefit  has  been  given  to  the  teachers 
who  have  been  admittel  to  it.  It  is 
quite  clear  from  the  Act  that  it  is  our 
duty  from  time  to  tim*»  to  have  these 
Mr.  Leng 


actuarial  valuations  made,  and  it  is  also 
clear  that  it  is  open  to  the  Treasury  from 
time  to  time  to  vary,  revoke,  or  alter  the 
terms  and  rules  regulating  the  distribu- 
tion of  the  pensions.  There  can  only  be 
two  alternatives  :  either  we  must  use  this 
money  to  add  to  the  Pension  Fund,  or 
clianges  must  be  made  which  will  give  to 
the  teachers  less  benefit.  I  have  already 
stated  that  I  am  informed  that  the 
Teachers'  Association  endorse  the  alloca- 
tion of  the  £90,000  in  the  manner  now 
proposed,  but  I  think  the  Member  for 
West  Belfast  was  not  in  his  place  when 
I  read  the  telegram. 

Mr.  SEXTON :  I  have  heard  of  it. 

Mr.  JACKSON :  I  only  mention  it 
because  the  hon.  Member  referred  to  a 
letter  received  from  teachers  taking  a 
different  view. 

Mr.  J.  O'CONNOR :  May  I  ask  the 
light  hon.  Gentleman  whether  the 
teachers  who  signed  that  telegram  are 
aware  of  the  unsatisfactory  state  of  the 
fund,  as  it  has  been  stated  here  ? 

Mr.   JACKSON:    I   have  told   the 
Committee  all  I  know  on  the  subject  of 
the  telegram,   which  came  quite  unex- 
pectedly;  but  I  think  the  question   is 
one  of  such  interest  to  the  teachers  that 
they  will  have  already  very  closely  fol- 
lowed what  has  been  said  upon  the  subject. 
After  listening  carefully  to  the  speeches 
made  this  evening,  I  see  no  reason  for 
reporting  Progress,  or  for  altering  in  any 
degree  the  proposed  allocation  of    the 
grant.      It   belongs     to    the    teachers 
only,     and     the      Fund      cannot     be 
diverted  to  any  other  purpose  than  for 
benefitting  them.    It  was  intended,  when 
the  Act  was  passed,  that  the  interest  on 
£1,300,000,    plus   the  contributions  of 
the  teachers  themselves,  should  be  so 
dealt  with  that  the  benefits  to  be  given 
should  not  exceed  the  resources  of  the 
fund   so  constituted.     Up  to  1885  the 
experience  was  short,  and  the  actuarial 
valuation  then  made  showed  that  there 
was  a  surplus.     For  some  time  past  the 
teach ei*s  desired,   and  they  still  desire, 
as  hon.  Members  from  Ireland  must  be 
aware,  to  get  larger  benefits  from  the 
Fund,  and  that  in  many  ways  modifica- 
tions should   be  made.      There    is  no 
doubt    that     in    1885     the     Treasury, 
believing  that  the  condition  of  the  fund 
justified  some  relaxation  of  the  rules, 
assented  to  some  increased  benefits  being 
given  to  the  teachers.    There  are  many 
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ways  in  which  the  question  of  solvency 
can  be  affected,  and  I  may  mention  what 
has  been  the  result  of  increasing  the  age 
at  which  teachers  are  admitted.  It  is 
obvious  that  if  they  are  admitted  at  a 
later  age  than  formerly,  the  tendency  is 
to  limit  the  period  of  years  during  which 
they  will  he  on  the  Fund.  There  has 
been  a  growing  tendency  for  teachers  to 
pass  examinations  so  as  to  enable  them 
to  get  into  the  second  and  first  clashes, 
and  the  proportion  of  teachers  in  the 
first,  second,  and  third  classes  is  so  much 
altered  from  what  it  was  that  there  is 
in  the  Fund  a  very  much  higher  per- 
centage of  the  first  and  second  class, 
and  a  veiy  much  less  percentage  of  the 
third  class. 

Me.  SEXTON:  Do  they  not  piy 
into  the  fund  according  to  their  class 
talary  ? 

Mr.  JACKSON:  No;  they  do  not 
pay  according  to  their  class  salary,  and 
that  is  rather  important.  In  the  Act  the 
number  of  the  first  and  second  class  is 
limited,  and  the  result  is  that  supposing 
the  number  of  the  first  class  was  limited 
to  150, although  there  maybe  400  of  the 
first  class  on  the  Fund,  only  150  can  con- 
tribute towards  it,  according  to  the  first- 
class  salary.  Supposing  a  teacher  is 
classed  as  a  first  class,  and  in  receipt  of  a 
first-class  salary,  if  he  does  not  contribute 
to  the  Fund  as  a  first-class  teacher,  and 
supposing  he  retired,  and  was  pensioned 
during  that  period,  he  would  only  be 
pensioned  in  accordance  with  the  second 
class,  he  having  contributed  as  a  second- 
class  teacher.  But  it  must  he  l>orne  in 
mind  that  the  limit  is  only  as  regards 
contributions  to  the  fund,  and  not  as  to 
the  number  of  pensions  to  be  given. 

Mr.  SEXTON :  Does  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  say  that  a  man  who  can  pay 
only  at  the  second-class  rate  may  get  a 
first-class  pension  ? 

Mb.  JACKSON :  T  mean  to  say  that 
be  may  liave  paid  at  the  second-class  rate 
'  up  to  last  year — I  am  putting  this  as  a 
Bare  illustration,  and  not  binding  myself 
to  any  particular  order — and  then  this 
year  get  into  the  first  class;  and  if  then 
Afl  happened  to  be  pensioned,  he  would 
be  pensioned  on  the  first-class  rate. 
When  the  valuation  was  made  in  1885 
tod  it  was  found  there  was  this  surplus, 
there  was  an  anxiety  to  give  the  teachers 
the  benefit  of  this  improvement  in  the 
'Fond.     Now,  further  experience  goes  to 


show  that  the  additional  ml  vantages 
given  at  that  time  have  been  just  suffi- 
cient to  turn  the  scale  in  the  opposite 
direction.  I  have  given  veiy  anxious 
consideration  to  the  question.  I  think 
it  is  of  great  importance  that  we  should 
take  this  opportunity  of  making  this 
contribution  to  the  Fund.  There  is  no 
doubt  the  question  will  have  to  be  faced 
as  to  what  is  going  to  be  done  with 
regard  to  the  Fund.  No  doubt  the  Fund 
shows  a  deficit  on  the  valuation  ;  but  the 
Treasury,  in  order  to  be  quite  certain 
a-tout  the  matter,  have  decided  to  have 
the  actuarial  valuation  again  checked.  T 
do  not  think  there  is  the  smallest  hope 
that  they  will  be  able  to  show  tliat  the 
valuation  that  has  been  made  i<  other- 
wise than  a  correct  one.  It  will  be 
some  time  before  we  can  know  the  result 
of  the  further  examination  that  is  being 
made  ;  but  I  put  it  to  hon.  Members — 
assuming  what  I  have  said  to  be  correct, 
that  there  lias  been  a  disposition  to  give 
more  to  the  teachers  than  the  fund 
would  bear — is  there  any  purpose  to 
which  we  could  devote  this  money  that 
would  be  more  agreeable  and  more  satis- 
factory to  the  teachers  themselves  ?  It 
is  desirable,  if  we  can,  to  maintain  the 
advantages  that  have  been  given  to  the 
teachers  under  the  old  rules.  It  is  veiy 
undesirable,  I  think,  to  alter  these  rules 
if  we  can  avoid  it ;  but  the  alternative  is 
either  to  make  this  contribution  now  or 
endeavour  to  modify,  it  may  be,  the 
conditions  under  which  the  Fund  has 
been  administered  so  that  there  should 
be  brought  about  a  state  of  solvency. 
With  regard  to  the  school  fees,  it 
may  be  that  they  will  have  to  con- 
tinue even  for  a  while  longer — cer- 
tainly until  we  get  our  Education 
Bill  passed.  I  do  not  know  what  may 
be  the  view  taken  in  the  future,  but  I 
do  feel  it  is  incumbent  upon  us,  now 
that  we  have  found  out  the  position  we 
are  in  with'regard  to  the  Fund,  to  make 
this  contribution  to  it,  and  this  is  the 
view  of  the  Teachers'  Association.  I 
believe  this  is  a  wise  allocation  of  the 
money,  and  I  hope  the  Committee  will 
not  agree  to  reporting  Progress,'  but 
allow  us  to  take  the  Vote. 

(9.35.)  Dr.  CLARK  (Caithness):  I 
think  the  remarks  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  are  rather  in  favour  of  re- 
porting Progress,  because  the  Govern- 
ment   have  no  light  to  ask  us  to  vote 
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this  money  until  they  are  satisfied  it  is 
really  required  and  until  they  verify 
their  facts.  When  they  have  verified 
their  facts  and  know  the  exact  amount 
of  money  they  want,  then  they  can  come 
to  Parliament  and  ask  us  to  vote  the 
money.  I  think  this  is  the  first  time 
since  I  have  been  in  the  House  that  I 
have  seen  a  real  Irish  financial  grievance. 
I  will  also  support  the  Motion  on  another 
ground.  I  think  the  Government  would 
have  been  wise  if  they  had  adopted  the 
precedent  of  the  Irish  Constabulary 
Pension  Fund,  and  voted  the  money  in 
the  same  fashion. 

The  CHAIRMAN:  Order,  order! 
The  Motion  before  the  Committee  is  to 
report  Progress.  If  the  discussion  on 
the  Vote  is  to  go  on,  the  Motion  to  report 
Progress  should  be  withdrawn. 

Dr.  CLARK :  I  was  going  to  argue 
that  it  is  desirable  for  the  Govern- 
ment on  many  grounds  to  withdraw 
this  Vote  altogether  and  bring  it  up  in 
another  shape.  The  statement  of  the 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  is  rather  in 
favour  of  reporting  Progress.  Let  the  Trea- 
sury wait  until  they  have  verified  their 
facts  and  figures,  and  then  come  before 
us  and  tell  us  what  they  have  done. 

(9.40.)  Colonel  NOLAN:  I  think 
there  is  a  good  case  to  be  made  out  for 
postponing  the  Vote,  to  give  us  an 
opportunity  of  knowing  what  the 
teachers  of  Ireland  think  of  the  matter 
themselves.  I  think  it  would  be  better 
for  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  to  with- 
draw the  Vote  now.  It  is  so  unbusiness- 
like on  the  part  of  the  Treasury  to  come 
down  here  and  ask  us  to  come  suddenly 
to  a  decision  on  a  question  of  figures, 
when  we  have  heard  for  the  first  time 
of  these  actuarial  calculations.  We  have 
only  gradually  extracted  from  the  Trea- 
sury a  good  many  of  the  financial  facts. 
We  have  drawn  them  out  one  by  one 
but  we  do  not  vet  know  the  whole  facts 
of  the  case.  If  the  Vote  was  postponed 
for  three  or  four  days  and  all  the  figures 
were  laid  on  the  Table,  we  would  then 
be  in  a  ^better  position  to  come  to  a 
decision.  The  Government  may  frighten 
the  teachers,  but  I  do  not  think  they 
will  frighten  the  Irish  Members.  We 
know  that  in  the  long  run  the  money 
will  come  back  to  the  teachers 
in  some  way  or  other.  I  think  a 
very  fair  case  has  been  made 
out  for  postponing  this  Vote.  We 
Dr.  Clark 


have  not  the  materials  in  our  possessux 
for  forming  a  correct  conclusion  upon  th 
matter.  The  Government  themselve 
are  not  thoroughly  well  informed,  and 
perhaps,  in  a  day  or  two  they  will  b 
properly  coached  by  the  officials  of  th 
Treasury. 

(9.43.)  Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  ! 
hope  hon.  Members  will  not  press  thi 
Motion.  The  way  matters  stand  is  this 
I  do  not  propose  to  traverse  again  th 
grounds  so  admirably  mapped  out  by  m; 
right  hon.  Friend  the  Secretary  to  th* 
Treasury.  This  money  will  go  to  th 
Irish  teachers,whether  the  Fund  be  insol 
vent,  whether  it  be  solvent,  or  whethe 
it  be  more  than  solvent.  If  it  be  insol 
vent,  the  money  will  go  to  HiminigH  th* 
insolvency ;  if  it  be  solvent  it  will  go  t 
increase  the  benefits  to  the  teachers ;  i 
it  be  more  than  solvent,  it  will  still  go  t 
the  same  excellent  object.  Whatever  th 
condition  of  the  fund,  and  whatever  th 
actuarial  calculations  ultimately  deter 
mined  upon  by  the  various  experts,  thi 
£90,000  will  go  to  the  Teachers'  Penaioi 
Fund  in  augmentation  of  the  mone; 
they  would  otherwise  derive..  That,  aj 
all  events,  is  perfectly  clear,  and  I  d 
not  propose  to*dwell  upon  it  any  longei 
Now,  what  hon.  Members  say  is  this— 
"  There  is  an  inquiry  going  on  to  investi 
gate  the r  precise  amount  of  the  defi 
ciency.  Wait  until  the  inquiry  h&< 
come  to  a  conclusion  before  ask 
ing  for  a  Vote  of  this  money.' 
These  calculations  are  of  so  difficult  an* 
laborious  a  character  that  there  is  nol 
the  slightest  possibility  that  they  can  b* 
completed  and  in  the  hands  of  Member! 
before  the  end  of  the  fi"flT»gfal  year.  I 
do  not  pretend  that  the  £90,000  is  not 
due  to  Ireland.  I  think  it  is  due  to  Ire- 
land. I  think  it  extremely  doubtful  if 
the  thing  is  hung  up  whether  the  Vote* 
will  go  to  the  teachers  at  all.  Thfr 
teachers,  as  teachers,  have  no  claim  to 
it  whatever.  If  you  are  going  to  foliar 
in  Ireland  the  precise  analogy  of  Eng- 
land it  will  go  to  the  parents,  and  not  to 
the  teachers.  There  are  in  Irebul 
large  bodies  of  public  opinion  deshtNt. 
of  promoting  technical  education  among 
other  most  valuable  objects.  Let  it  bV 
understood  if  this  Vote  is  adjourned  it 
will  not  come  on  in  the  course  of  ft* 
Parliamentary  finnn^l  year,  and  th* 
money  will  this  year  go  to  the  extinct** 
of  the  National  Debt.  There  is  no  qua* 
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tion  about  that,  and  when,  either  in  this 
Session  or  some  subsequent  Session,  this 
House  took  into  consideration  the  things 
to  which  this  money  shall  be  voted,  there 
»  no  security  or  probability  that  it  will 
necessarily  go  to  the  particular  object  to 
which  this  Government  desire  to  vote  it. 
Under  these  circumstances,  I  ask  hon. 
Gentlemen  not  to  postpone  indefinitely  tli  e 
decision  of  this  question  to-night.  There 
is  other  very  pressing  and  important  Busi- 
ness of  interest  to  Irish  Members  before 
ns,  and  I  would  ask  them  to  be  content 
with  a  Debate  which  has  proved  this,  at 
til  events,  conclusively  :  that  whatever  is 
the  state  of  the  Fund  the  Irish  National 
teachers  will  benefit  by  this  allocation, 
end  let  us  pass  to  other  not  less  interest- 
ing and  important  matters. 

(9.47.)  Mr.  SEXTON  (Belfast,  W.) : 
Hie  Government  have  changed  their 
pound  considerably  since  the  opening  of 
the  Debate.  When  this  Debate  opened 
to-night,  the  evidence  liefore  us  was  a 
positive  declaration  that  a  deficit  had 
arisen  which  this  grant  of  .£90,000 
would  partly  meet.  Now,  the  First 
Lord  rises  and  delivers  a  strictly  hypo- 
thetical statement.  He  savs,  "  I  f  there 
be  a  deficiency  this  grant  will  go  to 
nert  it." 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  1  have  no 
doubt  there  is  a  deficiency. 

Mr.  SEXTON :  He  put  it  in  the 
form  that  if  there  is  any  deficiency  this 
money  will  go  to  the  teachers.  That  is 
what  I  do  not  see.  These  teachers  are 
entitled  to  certain  benefits.  They  will 
receive  no  new  benefits  unless  new  rules 
are  made.  What  assurance  have  we 
that  new  rules  will  be  made  ? 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR ;  This  £90,000 
may  be  considered  as  added  to  the 
£1,113,000.  The  Treasury  are  bound 
to  make  rules  by  which  that  £1,113,000 
will  be  allocated  to  the  teachers. 

Mr.  SEXTON  :  There  are  two  sets  of 
rales.  The  teachers  are  entitled  to 
certain  benefits,  and  these  benefits  must 
be  made  good  by  the  Treasury.  ["  No !  "] 
Does  the  Chief  Secretary  mean  by  that 
ano,n  that  after  men  and  women 
have  been  paying  into  this  Pension  Fund 
J«ra  can  alter  these  rules  so  as  to  take 
twiy  the  benefits  conferred  on  them  ?  I 
»y  that  is  impossible.  There  is  a  con- 
tract, amounting  to  a  statutory  contract, 
between  the  Treasury  and  the  teachers, 
•nd  it  would  be  impossible  to  alter  it. 

VOL.  I.  [new  series.] 


We  have  no  moans  of  satisfying  ourselves, 
if  we  were  to  vote  this  money,  that  it 
would  secure  the  teachers  any  further 
benefit.  That  would  be  at  the  discretion 
of  the  Treasuiy.  We  know  how  plau- 
sible the  Treasury  is  at  the  moment  when 
it  is  seeking  a  concession,  and  how 
slippery  it  is  afterwards.  I  am  sorry 
the  First  Lord  has  made  an  attempt  to 
overbear  Members  of  Parliament  by 
threatening  us  that  unless  we  consent 
to  pass  this  Vote  the  money  will  not  go 
to  the  teachers.  What  right  has  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  to  take  to  dictating 
to  the  Committee  ? 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  The  post- 
ponement is  asked  for  on  the  ground  that 
the  investigation  is  not  terminated,  and 
it  wrill  not  be  terminated  before  the?  end 
of  the  financial  year. 

Mr.  SEXTON :  Is  it  not  strange  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  is  able  to  say 
the  valuation  will  not  be  completed 
before  the  31st  March  ?  Upon  what  day 
were  these  gentlemen  set  to  work  ? 
Where  is  the  letter  appointing  them  ? 
How  long  have  they  l>een  at  work  ?  How 
long  will  they  be  at  work  ?  Did  the 
actuary  who  made  the  calculation  of 
1891  make  any  Report?  if  he  made  a 
Report  that  the  fund  is  £90,000  to  the 
bad,  let  that  Report  l>e  produced.  J 
suppose  all  the  business  at  the  Treasury 
is  not  by  word  of  mouth.  There  is,  J 
suppose,  some  written  correspondence.  I 
hope  it  will  not  be  considered  too  much 
to  ask  that  proof  of  the  deficiency 
of  hist  year  should  be  placed  in  our 
hands.  I  think  I  can  throw  some  light 
on  the  telegram  which  the  Chief 
Secretary  read.  I  take  it  that  the 
telegram  came  from  the  Executive  Body 
of  the  National  teachers  in  Dublin. 

Mr.  JACKSON:   Yes. 

Mr.  SEXTON :  That  is  a  bodv  of  20 
gentlemen  living  in  Dublin  who  have 
sent  the  telegram  without  sufficient 
information,  and  probably  because  these 
gentlemen  were  aware  that  last  year  the 
nght  hon.  Gentleman,  who  is  now  First 
Lord,  proposed  to  apply  this  £90,000  to 
his  Irish  Land  Purchase  Act  reserve 
fund  which  has  not  worked  at  all.  The 
teachers  naturally  preferred  that  the 
money  should  be  given  to  the  Pension 
Fund  rather  than  to  the  Purchase  Act 
reserve  fund.  I  beg  the  Committee  there- 
fore to  discount  the  telegram  from  the 
Executive  of  the  National  teachers.  I 
3  N 
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would  respectfully  ask  the  First  Lord  if 
he  can  see  his  way  to  accept  the  Motion 
to  report  Progress.  I  cannot  honestly 
vote  away  1*90,000  without  knowing 
why.  Let  him  consent  to  the  adjournment, 
so  that  he  may  pi-ocure  some  general 
memorandum  from  the  three  actuaries, 
or  else  show  us  the  document  upon 
which  the  actuaries  calculated  last  year 
that  the  fund  was  in  an  unsound  state. 
If  he  does  so,  I  do  not  think  he  will 
find  the  progress  of  Business  has  been 
injured. 

(9.55.)   Mr.  A.  O'CONNOR  (Donegal, 
E.):  I    say    we   have    no    information 
to  justify  the  statement   that  there  is 
any  deficit  at  all.     The  actuarial  calcu- 
lation of  1883,  which  was  very  elalK>rate, 
is  now  in  the  Library.     The   actuarial 
valuation   of   1891    has   been    carefully 
concealed     bv    the    Government,    until 
it    suited    their    purpose    to  quote    it; 
and     they      have     quoted     it     without 
putting  it  on   the  Table,   or  supplying 
Members     with      the      information     it 
contains.      It  is  very   curious  that  we 
have  not  seen  this  document  showing 
that  there  is  a   deficiency.     The   right 
lion.   Gentleman,  now  the   First   Lord, 
when  he  was  Chief  Secretary,  made   a 
statement  as  to  the  capital  of  this  fund 
in  the  month  of  May,  and  from  that  it 
appears  that  the  interest  alone  on   the 
£  1,300,000     was    .£39,000,  showing    a 
surplus  of  .£'2,000  on  that  item   alone. 
Besides  that,  you  were  receiving  from  the 
National    Debt   Commissioners    .£'8,000 
by  way  of    interest   and   premiums  to 
the  extent  of  £9,000  a  year.    Therefore, 
you  had  a  surplus  of  £20,000,  and  that 
fact    is    borne  out    by  this,    that  you 
transfeired    from     income     to     capital 
account  last  vear  no  less  than  £27,000. 

Mr.  JACKSON  :  I  think  the  hon. 
Gentleman  overlooks  the  fact  that  what 
he  has  quoted  is  tlie  question  of  receipts 
and  expenditure.  Tl  le  question  of  solvency 
depended  upon  the  actuarial  estimate  of 
what  will  happen  to  the  Fund  in  the 
course  of  years  when  certain  charges 
fall  upon  it. 

Mr.  A.  O'CONNOR:  The  explanation 
appeal's  to  be  a  little  elementary.  Any- 
one can  make  this  calculation  for  him- 
self. 1  have  been  at  the  trouble  to 
check  the  calculation  of  1885,  and  T 
think  I  can  see  one  or  two  points  on 
which  the  actuary  has  made  a  mistake. 
1  am  not  at  all  satisfied  that  the 
Mr.  Sexton 


actuarial  estimate  laid  before  the 
Treasury  for  the  year  1891  is  any  more 
accurate  than  the  actuarial  estimate 
made  in  1885.  Before  I  am  asked  to 
vote  on  the  strength  of  it,  I  should  like 
to  see  the  actuarial  estimate  examined. 
The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  says 
this  £90,000  is  to  go  to  the  teachers. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  said  it 
l>elongs  to  Ireland,  and  that  we  propose 
to  give  it  to  the  teachers. 

Mr.  A.  O'CONNOR :  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  appeared  to  lead  the  House 
to  suppose  that  he  was  speaking  in  the 
interest  of  the  teachers.  He  was  not 
doing  so.  He  was  speaking  in  the  in- 
terest of  the  Government,  as  shown 
plainly  by  the  words  of  the  Act.  The 
7th  section  says — 

"  If  at  any  time  the  Pension  Fund  shall  be 
insufficient  for  the  repayment  of  the  advances 
by  the  National  Debt  Commissioners  for  the 
pensions  payable  to  the  teachers,  the  Treasury, 
upon  being  informed  thereof  by  the  Com- 
missioners for  the  redaction  of  the  National 
Debt,  shall  issue  the  amount  of  such  ^flfljuraiy 
out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund,  and  the  growing 
produce  thereof,  and  the  Treasury  shall  certify 
such  deficiency  to  Parliament." 

So  that,  in  reality,  this  apparent  anxiety 
for  the  interest  of  the  teachers  is  merely 
an  anxiety  to  save  the  Treasury  ;  and  in 
order  to  enable  the  Treasury  to  perform 
this  little  evolution  we  are  asked  to  vote 
in  the  dark  a  sum  of  ,£90,000,  which  it 
is  admitted  ought  to  go  to  benefit  the 
position  of  the  teachers,  hut  which  the 
First  Lord  thinks  will  go  to  pay  part  of 
the  National  Debt.  It  is  mere  affecta- 
tion for  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  to 
say  that  whatever  happens  to  this  Fund 
the  teachers  can  suffer.  You  have  entered 
into  a  contract  with  every  one  of  them 
The  interests  of  the  teachers  will  not  1m 
hurt  in  any  way  if  this  question  be  held 
over  till  we  have  an  opportunity  of  seeing 
the  actuarial  report. 

-(10.2.)  Sir  UGHTRBD  KAY- 
STTUTTLEWORTH  (Lancashire, 
Clitheroe) :  It  seems  to  me  that  the 
Government  are  in  this  position.  They 
find  themselves  under  two  obligation* 
t o  T  reland .  The  first  obligation  is  to  gift 
to  Ireland,  in  some  shape  or  form,  tail 
grant  of  £90,000,  or  whatever  sn» 
may  he  her  fair  proportion  equivalent  to 
that  given  to  England  in  the  form  of  th» 
fee  grant.  The  other  obligation  is  to 
keep  this  Teachers'  Pension  Fund  in 
a    state    of    solvency.      If    this   Fund 
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tob  to  break  down  it  would  be  a  great 
disappointment  to  a  large  number  of 
teachers,  and  the  Act  says  that  under 
certain  circumstances  the  Treasury  is  to 
meet  any  deficiency  out  of  the  Consoli- 
dated Fund. 

Mb.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  The  clause  to 
which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  refers  is 
one  dealing  with  the  capital  sum.  There 
M  a  schedule  stating  certain  benefits 
which  the  teachers  are  to  receive,  and 
that  would  appeal*  to  involve  an  obliga- 
tion on  the  Treasury,  but  if  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen will  look  at  Clause  11  of  the  Act 
they  will  see  that  it  provides — 

*  That  the  rules  and  schedules  of  this  Act 

a  from  time  to  time  be  revoked,  varied,  and 
d  toby  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury." 

TbB  duty  of  the  Treasury  is  simply  to  see 
that  any  teacher  gets  such  pension  or 
benefit  as  his  contributions  to  the  Fund 
amy  justify,  and  that  the  rules  under 
which  teachers  receive  benefit  from  the 
Fond  shall,  if  necessary,  be  varied  in  such 
a  way  as  to  keep  the  Fund  solvent,  not 
out  of  the  taxes  or  funds  voted  by  Parlia- 
ment, but  out  of  the  £1,300,000  of  the 
Irish  Church  surplus. 

Sib  JOHN  GORST :  The  clause  is  no 
obligation  at  all — it  only  applies  to  such 
advances  as  are  made  from  time  to  time 
out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund,  which  are 
to  be  repaid  to  the  Consolidated  Fund. 
The  Act  provides — 

"  That  the  Commissioners  for  the  reduction 
•f  the  National  Debt  may  from  time  to  time 
■mil  the  payment  of  the  whole  of  the  said 
etpitel  sum  of  £1,300,000  make  advances  for 
the  purposes  of  the  Act,  and  may  apply  for 
that  purpose  any  funds  for  the  time  being  in 
their  hands.  All  such  advances  shall  be  re- 
fold to  the  Commissioners  out  of  the  pension 
had,  with  interest  at  the  rate  of  3£  per  cent, 
for  annum.  It  at  any  time  the  Pension  Fund 
OkaQ  be  insufficient  for  the  repayment  of  such 
advances,  the  Treasury,  on  being  duly  in- 
formed of  it  by  the  Commissioners,  shall 
fame  the  amount  of  such  deficiency  out  of  the 
Consolidated  Funds  of  the  United  Kingdom 
•r  oat  of  the  growing  produce  thereof.'' 

The  7th  clause  is  a  provision  for  ad- 
duces by  the  Commissioners  till  the 
hfeh  Church  surplus  is  realised,  and  for 
the  subsequent  repayment  of  such 
advances. 

•Bib  UGHTRED  KAY-SHUTTLE- 
WORTH:  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
faaan  does  not  •  answer  my  point. 
apposing  this  Fund  were  to  be  in 
a  much  worse  state  of  deficit  than 
**•  reported  *last  year,  do    right  hon. 


Gentlemen  opposite  mean  to  say  that  all 
they  would  have  to  do  would  be  to 
so  whittle  down  the  rules  that  the 
expectations  held  out  to  the  teachers 
would  be  falsified  ?  Is  it  not  a  fact  that 
they  must  come  to  Parliament  to  make 
the  Fund  solvent  ?  It  does  seem  to  me 
there  are  two  obligations  :  an  obligation 
to  pay  Ireland  an  equivalent  sum  in 
respect  of  the  fee  grants  in  England; 
and  the  other,  an  old  obligation,  to  keep 
the  Pension  Fund  solvent.  They  are  trying 
to  meet  lx>th  obligations  by  one  pay- 
ment. That  is  very  ingenious  on  the 
paii  of  right  hon.  Gentlemen,  but  I  am 
not  surprised  that  hon.  Gentlemen  from 
Ireland  do  not  look  upon  the  matter  in 
quite  the  same  light. 

Question  put. 

(10.10.)  The  Committee  divided:— 
Ayes  106 ;  Noes  132.— (Div.  List,  No.  10.) 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

(10.20.)  Mr.  FLYNN  (Cork, 
N.)  :  I  think  it  would  be  well 
if  the  Vote  were  postponed  in  order 
that  the  Committee  may  have  time  to 
get  some  knowledge  of  the  actuarial 
report  which  is  now  being  prepared. 
No  harm  can  be  done  by  delay.  It 
is  very  strange  that  a  Fund  which  was 
£196,000  to  the  good  in  1885  should  be 
£195,000  to  the  bad  now.  The  Chief 
Secretary  read  a  telegram  from  the 
Executive  of  the  Irish  National  Teachers' 
Association,  but  we  are  prepared  in  the 
interests  of  that  body  to  take  the 
responsibility  of  postponing  the  Vote. 
The  question  of  this  £90,000  also  in- 
volves another  consideration.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  in  his  argument  assumes 
that  there  will  be  a  deficit  in  a  very 
short  time ;  that  the  actuarial  valuation 
when  properly  worked  out  will  show  a 
deficit  of  £195,000;  but,  Sir,  the 
Government  are  not  sure  of  that,  and  I 
think  the  Committee  is  entitled  to  a 
fair  statement  on  the  matter.  The 
Treasury  are  not  in  a  position  to  give 
us  such  a  statement  to-night,  and  they 
should,  therefore,  allow  the  Vote  to  be 
postponed  for  a  week,  during  wliich  time 
independent  actuaries,  of  whom  there 
are  many  connected  with  large  insurance 
companies,  might  be  employed  to  work 
out  the  calculation.  The  Chief  Secretary 
was  the  only  Member  of  the  Front  Bench 
who  endeavoured  to  give  some  explana- 
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to  a  Division,  of  course  we  should  like 
to  hear  it.  But  if  that  is  the  potation  of 
the  Government,  that  they  cannot  alter 


tion  of  how  the  deficiency  arose,  but  he 
was  dealing  hypothetically  with  a  certain 
state  of  tilings.  We  want  to  see  exactly 
how  the  fund  stands.  If  there  is  a 
necessity  for  £ 90,000  and  the  teachers 
are  entitled  to  it  I  should  be  inclined  to 
vote  for  it.  I  hope  the  Government 
will  not,  press  the  Vote  on  to-night,  but 
will  bring  it  forward  again  when  the 
Irish  people,  and  especially  the  teachers, 
will  be  in  a  position  to  judge  how  the 
Fund  stands  at  the  present  moment. 

(10.30.)  Colonel  NOLAN  (Galway, 
N.) :  I  take  the  result  of  the  last  Division 
as  showing  that,  though  we  are  in  a 
minority,  we  are  at  the  same  time  suffi- 
ciently strong  to  be  recognised  in  this 
House.  The  Division  has  only  resulted 
in  a  majority  of  26  to  Her  Majesty's 
Ministers,  and  I  think  that  fact  in  itself 
should  he  sufficient  to  remind  them  to 
stay  their  band.  I  would  suggest  that 
the  Report  stage  in  connection  with  this 
matter  should  not  be  brought  on  for  at 
least  a  fortnight,  and  that  before  then 
the  figures  should  be  placed  in  the  hands 
of  hon.  Members  showing  what  the  actual 
state  of  the  fund  really  is.  This  I  think 
would  be  a  proper  course  for  the  Govern- 
ment to  adopt,  having  regard  to  the 
confusion  that  exists  in  the  minds  of  most 
hon.  Members  in  regard  to  the  figures. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR  :  I  have  no 
objection  to  the  Report  stage  being  post- 
poned for  a  fortnight,  as  is  suggested  by 
the  hon.  Member  ;  but  what  I  desire  to 
say  is  that,  after  the  prolonged  debate, 
and,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  the  exhaustive 
debate  which  has  taken  place,  I  think  the 
Vote  should  now  be  allowed  to  be  taken, 
so  that  the  House  may  proceed  with  some 
other  business. 

(10.40.)  Mr.  MAIIONY  (Meath,  N.) : 
I  think  it  must  be  plain  to  every  Member 
of  the  House  that  the  Government  are 
obliged  to  make  good  this  deficit,  and  I 
do  not  see  why  the  Irish  National 
School  teachers  should  lose  in  consequence 
of  the  default  of  the  Government.  I  think 
the  Irish  National  School  teachers  are 
being  unfairly  treated,  and  that  in  all  the 
relations  of  the  Government  with  them 
their  interests  have  not  been  fairly  con- 
sidered. I  think  that  the  Government 
sire  much  to  blame  in  this  matter,  and  that 
the  re  is  every  reason  why  they  should  make 
good  the  deficit  out  of  Imperial  Funds. 
If  there  is  any  new  statement  which  the 
Government  have  to  make  before  we  go 
Mr.  Flynu 


these  rules  as  l-egards  the  present  staff 
of  teachers,  then  the  present  staff  of 
teachers 

Mr*.  A.  J.  Balfour  rose  in  his  place 
and  claimed  to  move,  u  That  the  Question 
be  now  put." 

Question  put,  "  That  the  Question  be 
now  put." 

(10.45.)  The  Committee  divided:— 
Ayes  146  ;  Noes  113.  — (Div.  List, 
No.  11.) 

Original  Question  put  accordingly. 


"That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £90,000,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  defray  the  Charge 
which  will  come  in  coarse  of  payment  daring 
the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  Mareh, 
1892,  as  a  (J rant  in  Aid  of  the  Capital  of  the 
Pension  Fund  created  under  the  provkinM  of 
'  The  National  School  Teachers  (Ireland)  Act, 
1879/ " 

(10.50.)  The  Committee  divided:— 
Ayes  157  ;  Noes  120.— (Div.  List, 
No.  12.) 

Resolution  to  be  reported. 

Class   VII. 
Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed. 


u  That  a  Supplementary  sum,  not 
£30,486,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  defray 
the  Charge  which  will  come  in  coone  of  pay* 
ment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  Silt  day 
of  March,  1892,  for  certain  Expenditure  in 
connection  with  the  Relief  of  DistreM  In  Ire* 
land." 

Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  B.) :  I  do  not 
intend  to  oppose  the  grant  of  this  money, 
nor  do  I  complain  of  the  money  spent 
last  year  in  relief  of  distress  in  Ireland. 
My  observations  refer  rather  to  detaib 
of  administration  of  the  money  than  to 
complaint  as  to  the  amount  of  relief 
afforded.  As  far  as  I  have  been  able  to 
ascertain  the  distress  was  fully  met  aid 
adequately  dealt  with.  I  do  not  believe  any 
people  iii  the  West  of  Ireland  were  left 
in  a  state  of  destitution,  and  I  am  per- 
fectly prepared  to  give  credit  to  tbt 
Government  for  that.  Now,  Sir,  tbt 
circumstances  that  surrounded  the  iitffr 
tution  of  these  works  for  the  relief  of  dis- 
tress leads  me  to  observe  that,  although 
representing  one  of  the  districts  in  whkfc 
most  of  the  money  was  spent,  I  had  no 
opportunity  of  addressing  the  House  ca 
the  subject  last  year.    When  the  know- 
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ledge  came  to  us  twelve  months  ago  that 
the  West  of  Ireland  was  threatened  with 
of  those   famines   which  have  un- 
beroine  an  institution  in  Ireland 
we  made  an  appeal  to  the  Government 
to  investigate  this  matter,  and  to  take 
immediate  steps  for  the  relief  of  this 
distress.     Sir,  as  on  previous  occasions, 
our  early  representations  wei-e  met  with 
contempt  and  derision,  and  it  was  said 
that  we  were  raising  the  civ  of  pauperism. 
lean  recollect  the  cruel  and  insulting 
articles  that  appeared  in  the  Times,  and 
(he  speeches  delivered  by  some  gentle- 
men   connected   with    the  Government 
treating  our  warnings  with  contempt.  It 
vie  not  until  a  somewhat  serious  and 
prolonged  agitation  had  taken  place  in 
the    West    that  we  could    induce  the 
Government  to  take  any  steps.  The  then 
Chief  Secretary  was  engaged    in   that 
recreation   in   which    he   is    so   accom- 
plished a  master,  and  we  could  not  even 
discover  his  address.      It  was  only  after 
repeated  meetings,  and  after  speeches  of 
a  strongly  condemnatory  character,  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  awoke  to  the 
xeriousnes  of  the  situation  in    Ireland. 
The  present   Chief    Secretary  went  to 
Ireland  carrying  with  him  a  small  box  or 
basket  of  potatoes,  which  somelxkly  stole 
and  substituted  others.     He  returned  to 
(his  country  and  represented  our  state- 
ments as  grossly  exaggerated.  The  events 
that  have  occurred  since,  and  the  enor- 
nous  expenditure,  of  which    this  Vote 
forms,  part,  prove  that  we   understated 
lather  than  overstated  the  case.     Af  tor  a 
strong  appeal  from  the  Meml)er  for  New- 
castle, in  answer  to  urgent  invitations, 
and  goaded  to  some  extent  by  the  re- 
proaches made  against  him,    the   Chief 
Secretary  made  a   desperate  resolution, 
and  for  the  first  time  in  the  five  years  of 
\m  government  of  Ireland  he  marched 
away  from  Dublin,   and,  with   feelings 
raiething  like  those    which    animated 
Stanley  when  he  embarked  on  the  Congo, 
he  advanced  to  the  Shannon  and  cmssed 
that  terrible  river.     I  was  in  America  at 
the  time,    and  day   after  day  I    read 
atamns  of  telegrams  describing  the  pro- 
gnat  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  as  if  it 
Mb  a  march  of  an  army  in  a  hostile 
toontry,  and  it  seemed  wonderful  to  the 
Americans  that    there   was  no  terrible 
Iwaof  life  or  injury  to  limb.     I  never 
thought  there  was  anything  to  fear,  and 
I  think  the  Chief    Secretary  made    a 


remarkably  good  defKirture  in  acquaint- 
ing himself  with  the  people  and  with  the 
country  that  he  governed.   The  sights  he 
saw    led    to    his    mind    being   aroused 
for  the  first  time  as  to  the  true  condition 
of  the  people  in  those  districts,  and  the 
fact  of  his  going  through  had  a  good  deal 
to   do    with   the    verv    liberal    scale  on 
which  relief  was  afforded  to  those  people. 
As  regards  the  distribution  of  that  relief, 
I  cannot  resist  the  conviction  tliat  it  was, 
to  a  considerable  extent,  affected  bv  the 
nature   of    the   right  hon.    Gentleman's 
reception.     The  Magistrates  behaved  in 
the  most  reprehensible  fashion  by  telling 
the  people  that  if  they  did  not  give  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  a  warm  welcome 
they  would   suffer.      I   l>elieve  that   in 
some  districts  the  light  hon.  Gentleman 
was  welcomed  with  a  small  and  miserable 
appearance  of  hospitality,  and  that  the 
people    received   more    than    their    due 
share.     That  is  a  very  unfortunate  thing, 
and    unfortunate    that   any   impression 
should  have  been  left  in  the  uiiiuls  of  the 
people    that    this   relief   was    employed 
for  the  purpose   of   furthering  political 
objects.     I   am   sure  the  people  of  this 
country  would   not  approve  such  a  pro- 
ceeding.    You  can  always  get  a  good  idea 
of  what  is  in  the  mind  of  the  Government 
by  studying   The  Times.    They  sent   a 
special  correspondent  down  to  the  West 
towards  the  close  of  last  summer,  and  he 
gave  a  most  magnificent  account  of  the 
result  of  these  relief  works,  and  described 
the  gratitude  of  the  people,  and  threw  a 
flood   of   light   upon   the   views   of  the 
official  classes  in  Ireland.      As  regards 
the  administration  of  the  fund,  it  was 
placed  mainly  or  altogether  in  the  hands 
of  the  police.     One  of  the  extra  items  in 
this  Vote  is  X  1,400  as  extra  pay  to  the 
police     for   acting    as     gangers,    time- 
keepers,    overseers,     &c.,     in     connec- 
tion    with    the    relief    works,  and     of 
that  item  1  should  like  some  explanation. 
If  £the  work    of   overseeing   and    time- 
keeping on  the  relief  works  was  done  by 
constabulary  men  and  officers,  who  were 
amply  paid  for  all  their  work,  the  sum 
of  £1,410  for  distiibuting  £30,000  is  an 
enormously  excessive  amount  for  extra 
pay  to  these  men.     The   First  Lord  of 
the    Treasiuy    consulted     the    Catholic 
priest,  and  gave  them  a  large  voice  in 
putting  men  on  the  relief  works,  and  to 
that  extent  neutralised  the  mischievous 
influence  of  the  police  ;  but,  making  due 
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this  ?    Look,  again,  what  happened  this 
year.     The  right  hon.  Gentleman  spent 
£26,634  out  of  this  fund,  and  very  pro- 
bably £4,000  out  of  the  other  fund  which 
he  collected  from  the  public.     I  do  not 
suppose  that  he  spent  less  than  £109000 
or  £15,000  on  the  railway,  and  at  least 
the  sum  of  £35,000  has  been  spent  from 
the  Public  Exchequer  and  private  charity 
from  outside  sources  to  keep  the  people 
alive  in  that  Union  ;    and  yet  the  land- 
lords, who  do  not    subscribe    to  these 
charities,  have  taken  their  rents  oat  of 
this  money.     It    is  a  most  deplorable 
system,   and    it  is    humiliating  to    us 
to    have      to     come    to    this     House 
as      paupers     when     we     know    thai 
that    this    is    an    artificial    condition 
of  things.     Yet  I  was  threatened  with 
the  bayonets  of  British  soldiers  and  the 
batons    of    policemen     because    I    en- 
deavoured to  address  my  constituents  on 
this    subject.     I    was    forbidden  by  a 
Magistrate  to  point  out  to  them  that 
they  were  bound  in  duty,  as  well  as 
entitled  in   morality,  to  hold  for  their 
children  and  their  wives  the  products  of 
their    labour.    The  right  hon.  Gentle-  ; 
man  sent  his  troops  down  at  great  ex*  ; 
pense  to  stop  me ;  but  he  had  to  come  , 
down  afterwards  and  spend  public  money 
there.     I   am  glad  to  have  this  oppor- 
tunity of  telling  the  English  House  of 
Commons  that  it  is    a    fraud   on    the 
charity  of  this  country  that  the  absentee 
landlords  of  Swineford,  and  other  dis- 
tricts in  the  West  of  Ireland,  should  be  ' 
allowed  to  take  their  rents  out  of  the 
charity  of  the  English  people,     I  am 
aware    that  the  right  hon*   Gentleman 
in  his  answer  to  me  will  point  to  the  ' 
Congested  Districts  Board,  and  say  the  * 
course  I  have  urged  has  at  last  been  ;. 
adopted  by  the  Government.     I  am  dad   * 
that  such  a  Board  has  been  brought  into  * 
existence  ;   but  I  warn  the  right  hon.  > 
Gentleman  that,  as  in  the  case  of  these  ± 
relief  measures,  so  in  the  case  of  the  Con-  5 
gested  Districts  Board,  until  you  stop  jj 
the  leakage,  and  do  something  to  brinf   [ 
about  a  proper  economical  basis  on  which 
to  build  your  structure  in  the  West  of 
Ireland,  you  are  defrauding  the  people  of 
this  country  by  pretending  that  thai 
measures  can  do  any  permanent  or  hsV 
ing  good ;  while  all  you  are  really  doing 
is  to  increase  the  security  for  the  renti 
of  the  landlords.     I  am  now,  as  I  ftlwaji 
have  been,  ready  to  meet  with  friendly 


allowance  for  that  fact,  the  use  of  the 
police  was  not  a  wise  or  proi>er  course. 
There  is  another  matter  connected  with 
this  system  of  relief  works  which  is  worth 
bringing  under  the  attention  of  the  Com- 
mittee. I  represent  one  of  the  poorest 
districts  in  Ireland,  and  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  treated  my  district  in 
a  liberal  fashion.  In  the  first  place,  he 
ran  a  railway  right  through  the  middle 
of  it,  which  I  never  asked  him  for — if  I 
had  asked  him  for  it,  I  might  not  have 
got  it — and  he  has  greatly  benefited  the 
]>eople.  He  disbursed  £13,000  in  the 
Barony  of  Swineford,  which  includes  one 
of  the  poorest  populations  of  Ireland. 
When  these  famines  occur,  and  anyone 
comes  down  amongst  the  people — as  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  did,  much  to  his 
credit — who  has  the  power  of  giving  them 
relief,  it  is  impossible  for  his  humanity  to 
resist  the  demand  made  upon  him  by  the 
condition  of  these  people.  But  what  I 
have  always  urged  upon  this  House  is, 
that  the  system  of  waiting  for  a  famine 
to  come  and  then  bringing  in  a  Bill  for 
relief  is  one  of  the  most  wretched, 
degrading,  and  hopeless  systems  ever 
undertaken  by  an  Executive  Govern- 
ment. Yet  this  lias  been  going 
on  in  our  unfortunate  country 
for  the  last  hundred  years.  Nothing 
is  done  in  the  intervals  to  take  away  the 
root  of  the  evils  ;  and  when  distress 
recurs,  we  are  compelled  to  raise  an  agita- 
tion for  relief;  and  no  Government 
system  of  relief  was  ever  applied  to  a 
people  without  leaving  behind  it  frightful 
deinorsaliation.  The  whole  financial  system 
of  the  West  of  Ireland  is  thoroughly 
rotten.  If  we  take  the  Union  of  Swine- 
ford, we  find  a  population  of  53,700 
people,  with  an  annual  valuation  of  only 
£1,000 ;  and  it  is  a  remarkable  fact,  full 
of  sorrowful  significance,  that  in  that 
Union  the  population  is  not  decreasing, 
although  emigration  is  taking  place  from 
other  districts.  As  to  the  economic  con- 
dition of  thia  district  during  the  last  ten 
years,  I  may  say  that  before  this  latest 
distress  I  had  a  calculation  made  which 
showed  that  there  had  been  spent  there 
from  external  resources  £110,000  in 
public  charity  and  relief  works  within 
ten  years ;  and  that  in  the  same  Union, 
within  the  same  time,  £300,000  had 
been  paid  in  rent  largely  taken  away  by 
the  absentee  landlords.  Was  there  ever 
heard  of  in  the  whole  world  such  folly  as 
Mr.  Dillon 


1589  Supply — Civil  Services  {! 


)  February,  1892!  itc.  Estimates. 


1570 


criticdnn  any  scheme 
ins;  the  condition  of  our  people. 
I  do  not  care  where  it  mine* 
from — a  Conservative  or  a  Liberal 
Government ;  but  I  feel  it  my  duty 
to  point  out  the  economical  unsound 
■mr  of  the  present  schemes,  and 
I  think  nothing  can  be  done  for  the 
population  of  the  Went  of  Ireland,  with 
my  hope  of  producing  good  fruit,  unless 
you  begin  by  purchasing,  at  a  fair  valua- 
tion, the  rents  of  those  landlords  who  are 
the  curse  of  that  country,  and  have  been 
the  cause  of  its  poverty. 

(11.38.)     Ma.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:   I 
■mot  congratulate  either  the  Committee 
*  the  hon.  Gentleman  upon  the  perform- 
tooe  we  have   just    witnessed.      (Cries 
man  the  Irish  Members  of  "  No  perform- 
mce,"  "the  truth,"  "speech.")    The  hon. 
Gentleman    speaks   not  so   much    as    a 
impairing    philanthropist    as    a    disap- 
pointed   politician.     He   cannot    forgive 
for     having     been     one     of     the 
by    which,    not    with    his 
>,  bat  in  bis  despite,  relief,  and 
relief,  was  given  to  the  West 
Ireland.      He    cannot    conceal    the 
bitterness— (A    voice :     "  Neither    can 
yon  ") — with  which  he  learned  that   I 
bad  travelled  through  these  districts,  not 
guarded   by  a  multitude   of   police,  but 
without  their  assistance,  and  that  I  was 
welcomed   by   his    constituents,    as    by 
i  others,  in  *  friendly  and  generous  spirit, 
and    with   a  full   recognition    that    my 
object     was    to     make     myself     better 
acquainted   with    their  needs ;   and  that 
my  purpose  was  not,  as  he  seems  in  his 
generosity  to  suppose,  to  make  political 
capital  out  of  them,  but  to  do  something 
far  the  relief  of  the  distress  about  which 
the  hon.  Gentleman  talks  so  much  and 
towards  mitigating  which  he  does  so  little. 
I  do  not  propose  to  occupy  the  time  of 
the  Committee  at  any  length  in  dealing 
with  the  charges  of  the  hon.  Gentleman, 
bat  it  will  be  very  easy  to  refute  those 
which  have  any   reference  to   my  own 
Kaon.    The  hon.  Gentleman  appears  to 
ftink  it  was  not  until  the  Government 
W  listened  to  the  speeches  he  made  in 
tbn  House  and  the  speeches  the  right 
ha.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Morley)  made  out- 
!•*■  riot  that  we  contemplated  the  possibility 
4  '  distress  in  Ireland,  or  took  steps  to 


5 


relieve  it.     Tli.it  is  the  opinion  of  other 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite. 

Mr.  MAC  NEILL :  Yes.  I  mentioned 
that. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber's memory  is  enfeebled  by  partisanship 
'ten  he  makessuch  acharge.     The  facts 
>  these.     Before  Parliament  separated 
August,  1890,  we,  on  this  side  of  the 
House,  had  sat  up  all  one  night,  until 
proceedings  ware  lightened  Ijy  the 
n  of  the  day  following  that  on  which 
began,  in  order  to  pass  a    measure 
connected  with    Light    Railways,  which 
ould  enable  us  to  hurry  on  the  employ- 
lent  of   labour  with  a  view  to  meeting 
impending  distress.     That  measure  was 
resisted  by  the  hon.  Gentleman's  friends 
opposite. 

Mr.  SEXTON :  I,  with  several  Irish 
Membei-s,  supported  the  Bill,  and  a  very 
small  minority  resisted  it. 

.r.  DILLON:  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  me  under  arrest  at  the 
time,  or,  at  any  rate,  I  was  unable  to 
appear  here. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR  :  I  acquit  both 
hon.  Gentlemen,  the  hon.  Member  for 
East  Mayo  because  circumstances  over 
which  lie  had  no  control  prevented 
him  from  taking  part  in  the  pro- 
ceedings. I  do  not  remember  what  they 
were,  and  with  reference  to  the  hon. 
Memlier  for  Wot  Belfast,  though  1  think 
be  joined  in  some  of  the  Divisions  against 
us,  I  amply  recognise  that  he  did  render 
yeoman  service  towards  the  passage  of  a 
Bill  intended  for  the  future  salvation  of 
the  poor  people  in  the  West  of  Ireland. 
But  the  broad  fact  remains,  we  conclu- 
sively proved  by  our  action  on  that  night 
that  we  contemplated  the  possibility  of 
distress,  and  we  were  already  preparing 
the  means  to  meet  that  distress ;  and  that, 
further,  we  were  hampered  in  our  efforts 
by  hon.  Gentlemen  sitting  on  the  other 
side  of  the  House.  What  is  the  use  of 
talking  about  the  speeches  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  New- 
castle ;  there  is  the  broad  fact  recorded  on 
the  Journals  of  this  House  conclusively 
proving  who  weie  the  friends  of  Ireland 
and  who  were  her  enemies,  who  were 
prepared  to  help  her  in  her  hour  of 
need,  and  who  were  prepared  to  interfere 
with  that  assistance  if  they  could  only 
get  a  little  temporary  political   benefit 
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thereby.  That  is  enough  on  this  argu- 
ment, but  that,  is  not  all  I  could  point 
out.  Long  before  the  speeches  of  the 
light  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Newcastle  all  the  arrangements  for  my 
tour  in  the  West  were  made,  and  in- 
cessant communications  were  passing  be- 
tween myself  and  those  whose  duty  it  was 
to  deal  with  distress  there.  But  so  much 
for  the  manner  in  which  the  Government 
were  "  spurred  on."  I  now  come  to  the 
proposition  urged  by  the  hon.  Member 
that  he,  and  he  alone,  has  been  the 
apostle  of  the  true  doctrine  that  the 
distribution  of  eleemosynary  relief  is 
demoralising.  I  venture  to  say  that  no 
man  in  or  out  of  the  House  has  urged 
that  doctrine  more  earnestly  and  more 
fi-equently  than  myself.  J  can  say  that 
I  have  not  contented  myself  with  urging 
it  in  the  House  and  in  this  country — I 
went  down  to  the  West,  and  I  said  it  to 
the  people  at  meetings  there ;  I  said  it  in 
discussions  with  priests  and  local  leadei-s ; 
I  did  everything  in  my  power  to  impress 
on  every  man  having  any  influence  that 
to  suppose  that  this  House  or  any  Go- 
vernment was  to  continue  giving  at  quin- 
quennial or  decennial  periods  large  sums 
of  money  for  relief  was  to  build  hope  on 
the  most  insecure  foundation,  and  which, 
even  if  secure,  held  out  no  prospect  of 
permanent  amelioration  in  the  condition 
of  the  country.  I  did.  not  confine  myself 
to  speeches  in  this  matter.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  appears  to  think  it  is  our 
pleasure  to  come  forward  and  ask  for  a 
Vote  from  the  House  for  the  relief  of 
distress  eveiy  ten  years,  and  yet  to 
refrain  from  taking  any  steps  for  the 
relief  of  the  poor  population  in  the  West 
of  Ireland.  Sir,  I  claim  for  this  Govern- 
ment, alone  among  Governments  which 
have  existed  in  Ireland  before  and  since 
the  Union,  that  we  have  proposed  and 
carried  measures  which  have  for  their 
object  the  amelioration  of  the  condition 
of  this  poor  population.  We  have  carried 
the  Light  Railways  Bill,  to  which 
I  have  already  alluded.  We  pro- 
posed it,  carried  it,  and  have  given 
effect  to  it ;  and  if  anything  is  calculated 
to  permanently  increase  the  value  of  the 
soil,  to  improve  the  fishing  industry,  and 
to  give  to  the  people  who  live  on  that  in- 
clement seaboard  n  chance  of  competing 
in  the  race  of  life — if  anything  can  give 
them  that  chance,  it  is  the  railways  we 
have  planned,  constructed,  and  paid  for. 
Mr.  A.  J,  Balfour 


That  is  not  the  only  proposal  we  have 
made  and  earned  for  dealing  permanently 
with   the  West  of  Ireland.     The  hon. 
Gentleman   has  himself  alluded  to  the 
Congested  Districts  Board.     That  Board 
has  at  its  disposal  large  funds  and  ample 
powers.     Its  labours,   unless  legislation 
interferes,  will  extend  over  many  years, 
and  in  them  we  have  a  right  to  hope  that 
by  ceaseless  and  continued  endeavours  a 
great  effect   will   l>e    produced    in    the 
amelioration    of    the   conditions  of  life 
among  those  classes  with  which  the  Board 
has  to  deal.     The  Board  was  first  pro- 
posed in  the  Land  Act  of  1890,  an  Act 
which  I  should  have  thought,  on  many 
grounds,  had  title  to  the  gratitude  of  the 
Irish  people.     But  I  speak  only  of  this 
establishment  of  a  Congested   Districts 
Board.     Against  the  Second  Reading  of 
that  Bill  eveiy  man  below  the  Gangway 
opposite  voted,  including,  no  doubt,  the 
hon.  Member  for  East  Mayo,  unless  again 
on  that  occasion  he  happened  to  be  other- 
wise employed.     At  all  events,  the  whole 
Party   of  which  he  is  a  distinguished 
Member  united   to  oppose    a   measure 
for    dealing    specially    with  the  neces- 
sities of  the  West  Coast.     And  after  that 
the  hon.  Gentleman  talks  to  us  as  if  ha 
had  been  preaching  wisdom  to  deaf  ears, 
as  if  he  had  been  the  author  of  a  number  t 
of  bountiful   schemes  to  which  we  ob-  i 
jected,  as  if  he  were  the  enlightened  z 
apostle  of  Irish  progress  and  we  the  deaf'  , 
and  obtuse  obstructives  to  his  beneficent 
schemes  for  the  welfare  of  the  people.^ 
I   have  heard  the  hon.  Gentleman  m  — 
countless  speeches  descant  on  the  worn  *  j 
and  wrongs  of  Ireland,  but  never  in  aay^ 
speech  have  I  heard  from  him  a  practieil^= 
proposition  from  the  day  he  entered  tofc^5 
House  until  now — unlets  I  am  to  cotn^" 
among  practical  propositions  the  contrf-F— 
bution  towards  the  solution  of  the  Irifc— 
problem   he  has  been  good  enough  ••"■g- 
offer  to-day.    What  is  that  contribution  tg^ 
It  appears,  in  spite  of  all  evidence 
given,  in  spite  of  all  elementary 
ciples  of  public  morality,  in  spite 
obvious  forces  of  economic  law,  the 
Member  sees  no  source  for  Irish 
ration,  or  amelioration  of  their  cone 
except  in  the  refusal  of  Irish  tenants 
pay  their  rents.    There  alone  he  a 
promised  land,  there  only  does  he; 
dawn  of  future  hope  to  light  his  count 
men  to  political  salvation.     He 
down  to  the  House  with  this 
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man  has  done"  me  the  honour  to  say  that 
possibly  my  memory  is  weakened  by 
partisanship,  but  at  least  one  fact  is 
strongly  impressed  on  my  memory.  Does 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  recollect  that 
within  the  last  few  weeks  a  gentleman, 
full  of  years  and  honour,  was  gathered 
to  his  fathers,  a  gentleman  whose  counsel 
was  sought  on  these  matters — Sir  James 
Caird — who  said  two- thirds  of  the 
holdings  in  Ireland  aro  such  that  tio 
economic  rent  can  be  exacted  for  them? 
This  Debate  cannot  conclude  to-night,  but 
let  me  say  a  word  on  an  incident  upon 
which  I  may  enlarge  later  on  when  1 
resume  my  speech.  I  met  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  in  Donegal,  and  very 
hard  I  found  it  to  find  him.  No 
one  seeking  an  interview  with  a 
Royal  personage  could  have  had  more 
difficulty.  At  lost  I  found  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  and  first  I  had  to  ask  a 
Resident  Magistrate,  who  consulted  an 
Inspector,  and  then  applied  to  the  hon. 
Member  for  Dover,  who  acted  as  diplo- 
matic agent,  and  at  length  I  was  ushered 
into  the  presence.  Then  I  found  an 
interview  or  reception  proceeding,  which, 
I  suppose,  if  I  had  not  happened  to  bo 
there,  would  have  been  described  as  an 
interview  with  leading  representatives 
of  the  district.  As  a  fact,  I  found  the 
local  land  agent  and  the  dispensary 
doctor,  surrounded  by  a  group  of  news- 
paper men,  and  in  a  little  time  I  found 
tliat  the  thing  was  got  up  for  political 
capital.  Did  not  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man on  3rd  October,  1890,  write  a  letter 
to  an  American  gentleman  stating  that 
the  distress  in  Ireland  had  been  got  up 
for  political  purposes?  But  see  with 
what  little  wisdom  Irish  affairs  are 
governed  when,  shortly  afterwards,  he 
made  application  here  for  an  enormous 
sum  of  money  for  the  relief  of  that  dis- 
tress. That  distress  was  first  emphasized 
by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Newcastle,  when  he  made  a  personal 
appeal  to  the  Chief  Secretary,  but  the 
latter  would  not  allow  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Newcastle 
"  to  dictate  to  him  where  he  should  write 
his  letters  from." 

It  being  Midnight,  the  Chairman  left 
the  Chair  to  make  his  report  to  the 
House. 

Resolution  to  be  reported  to-morrow, 
3  0 


pocket,  and  accuses  us  who 
sit  on  this  Bench  of  incapacity  to 
found  a  constructive  policy  for  Irish 
interests  and  of  ignorance  of  Irish 
misfortunes.  If  anything  is  certain 
in  this  world,  if  there  be  one  truth  which 
the  universal  experience  of  mankind  has 
conclusively  established,  it  is  that  you 
cannot  found  the  prosperity  of  a  nation 
on  national  dishonesty  and  national 
dugraoe.  If  we  are  to  take  the  hon. 
Gentleman  as  a  Representative  of  future 
■tatesmanship  and  as  a  Leader  of  that 
future  Parliament  he  hopes  to  establish 
«  Dublin,  if  we  are  to  suppose  he  has 
hid  down  the  great  principles  of  public 
policy  which  are  to  direct  the  counsels  of 
the  Irish  House  of  Commons,  then, 
indeed,  we  have  more  reason  than  ever 
bo  despair  of  the  future  of  the  race  he 
represents.  I,  Sir,  have  better  hope  for 
Ireland.  I  believe  that  deep  as  is  the 
darkness  which  appears  to  have  settled 
over  the  regions  of  the  West,  grinding 
u  is  the  poverty  which,  in  seasons  of 
diBtioro  oppresses  the  people,  neverthe- 
less, partly  by  their  own  efforts,  partly 
by  the  assistance  we  are  able  to  give 
them,  they  will  lift  themselves  out  of 
that  slough  of  poverty  and  despond,  and 
will  become,  what  I  am  sure  they  deserve 
to  become,  some  of  the  most  worthy, 
contented,  peaceful  elements  of  a  great 
nd  united  people. 

(11.44.)    Mr.  MAC  NBILL  :     It  is 
pleasant  to  observe  that  in  the  person  of 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  we  have 
aot  lost  our  old  friend  the  late  Chief 
Secretary    for    Ireland.      Speeches    of 
the  kind  we  have  just  heard  will  be  our 
ehtrter  for  the  next  General  Election.  I 
always  admired    the  late    Mr.  W.   H. 
-8mithy  but  never  till  now  did  I  recognise 
flat  as  Leader  of  the  House  he  was  a 
genius.     He    did    not    trade    on    the 
animosities  between  classes,  but  tried  to 
infuse  into  our  debates  his  own  genial 
ifbit,  and  regarded  us,  though  opposed 
to  him,  as  his  Colleagues  here.     How 
different  is  the  spirit  we  have  just  heard. 
Om  any  reasonable  man  fail  to  see  in 
)Qut  exhibition   the    feeling  of  a  disap- 
pointed politician.     Again  and  again  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  has  said  he  did  not 
n  to  the  West  in  a  political  spirit,  but 
nfriends  undoubtedly  have  endeavoured 
to  make  political  capital  out  of  his  tour 
fo  these  districts..  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
VOL.  I.  [mew  series.] 


1575    FialieryLaivs  {Ireland)      {COMMONS}  Amendment  Bill         157( 


Committee  also  report  Progress ;  to  sit 
again  upon  Wednesday. 

PEE  GRANT  (SCOTLAND). 
Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

"  That  it  is  expedient  to  authorise  the  pay- 
ment, out  of  moneys  to  be  provided  by  Parlia- 
ment, of  the  Fee  Grant  in  Scotland,  and  to 
make  provision  in  regard  to  the  distribution 
and  application  of  sums  from  time  to  time 
paid  to  the  Local  Taxation  (Scotland) 
Account." — (Sir  John  Gorst.) 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Chairman  do  report  Pro- 
gress, and  ask  leave  to  sit  again/' — (Mr. 
Caldwell.) 

Sir  JOHN  GORST :  I  hope  the  hon. 
Member  will  allow  this  purely  formal 
stage  to  be  taken.  The  Resolution  will 
have  to  be  reported  to  the  House,  after 
which  the  Bill  will  be  introduced  by  the 
Xiord  Advocate.  Hon.  Members  may 
then  address  the  House,  but  I  hope  this 
purely  formal  stage  will  be  allowed  to 
pass. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Resolution  to  be  reported  upon 
Thursday. 

MILLBANK  PRISON  BILL.— (No.  140.) 

Considered  in  Committee,  and  re- 
ported, without  Amendment ;  to  be  read 
the  third  time  upon  Thursday. 

SUPERANNUATION  ACTS  AMENDMENT 
BILL.— (No.  191). 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read,  and 
discharged. 

Bill  withdrawn. 

LOCAL  COURTS  OP  BANKRUPTCY 
(IRELAND)  BILL.-(No.  165.) 

COMMITTEE. 

Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 
Clauses  1  to  3  agreed  to. 

Clause  4. 

Mr.  SEXTON  (Belfast,  W.) :  We 
made  no  opposition  to  the  previous 
Amendments,  but  to  this  andsubsequent 
Amendments  the  Chamber  of  Commerce 


at  Belfast  a  body  folly  competent  tc 
judge  of  such  matters  strongly  object 
Can  the  Attorney  General  see  his  way  ta 
accept  the  opinion  of  these  repreeenta 
tives  of  the  mercantile  community  al 
Belfast? 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  fob 

IRELAND     (Mr.     Madden,     Dublir 

University) :  I  cannot  at  present  say  1 

am  in  a  position  to  withdraw  the  Amend 

ment  of  whioh  I  have  given  notice 
perhaps  it  will  be  convenient  at  thi 
point  to  report  Progress.  The  Amend 
ments  I  have  put  down  have  been  verj 
carefully  considered,  and  they  embodj 
the  views  of  the  Government.  They  havi 
been  submitted  to  various  authorities,  anc 
I  shall  be  glad  to  consider  the  view  a 
the  Belfast  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed 
"  That  the  Chairman  do  report  Progress 
and  ask  leave  to  sit  again." — (Mr 
Madden.) 

Mr.  SEXTON :  If  we  resume  Com 
mittee  this  day  week  I  hope,  meantime 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  consul 
the  Chamber  of  Commerce? 

Mb.  MADDEN :  Certainly  I  will  sew 
a  copy  of  the  Bill  with  my  Amendment) 
to  the  Belfast  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Committee  report  Progress;  to  sit 
again  upon  Monday  next. 


POST  OFFICE  MAIL  CONTRACT  (PORTS 
MOUTH  AND  RYDE  MAILS). 
Resolved,  That  the  Contract  with  the  Lou 
don  and  South  Western  and  T-ft,rwiATiFrignif 
and  South  Coait  Railway  Companies, 
the  10th  day  of  November,  1891,  for  the 
veyance  of  Mails  between  Portenonth 
Ryde,  be  approved.— (tftr  John  Qortt.) 

MOTIONS. 


FISHEBY    LAWS    (IRELAND)   AHEXIMIflR 

BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Colonel  Nolan,  Bill  fa  sn*sl 
the  Fishery  Laws  of  Ireland,  ordered  si  a) 
brought  in  by  Colonel  Nolan,  Mr.  Mslsesjl 
Mr.  Hayden,  and  Mr.  Magnire, 

BUI  presented,  and  read  flrst  time.  [Bffltt] 

HouMad]oanedatao>ttit 
after  TfiiheeSrit* 
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time  of  the  vacancy  but  beforehand,  in 

HOUSE    OP    LOBDS,  order    to     provide    against    some    of 

the    disorder    and    excitement    that 

Tuesday,  1st  March,  1892.  h*8    fomid     *     Place  . on    occasions 

when     the     election      is     made     by 

a  large  body  of  patrons.     My  Lords, 

EA8T  INDIA  OFFICERS   BILL  [h.l.]  the  provisions  of  the  Bill  are  perfectly 

(No  28)  simple,   and   I   need    not    delay  your 

BUI  reported  from  the  Standing  Com-  *£d? ^P1*  t^L ^? ™L  ^w 

mitteewith  amendments  The  Report  £°  %2 ** "v. f  ' °™%S  *move  that 

..,     A         -,        .         -a    .    n         F..  the  rSill  be  read  a  second  time. 
of  the  Amendments  made  in  Committee 

of  the  whole  House  (on  re-commitment)  Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read 

tod  by  the  Standing  Committee  to  be  2s. "— (TJie  Lord  Archbishop  of  York.) 

rweived  on  Thursday  next ;   and  Bill  Motion    agreed    to;    Bill    read    2* 

to  be  printed  as  amended.  accordingly,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 

mittee  of  the  whole  House  on  Thursday 

RAILWAY  RATES  AND  CHARGES  PRO-  next. 

VISIONAL  ORDER  BILLS. 

Commons  Message  considered  (ac-  LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  ACTS  OF  ENGK 

cording  to  order).  LAND    AND    SCOTLAND    REPEAL 

Moved,  That  this  House  do  concur  BILL  Ch.l.].— (No.  25.) 

in  the  following  Resolution  communi-  second  reading. 

oated  by  the  Commons,  viz.-  Qrder of  ^  D     ^  ^  ^^  ^^ 

"That  all  Bills  of  the  present  Session  to  [n„  readt 
touflim  Provisional  Orders  made  by  the  Board 

if  Trade,  ander  the ' Railway  and  Canal  Traffic  Lord  DENMAN  :  My  Lords,  on  the 

Act,  1888/  containing  the  classification  of  mer-  Very   first    introduction    of   the    Local 

df^^^Md^^?du^of.maSf,um  Government  Bill  I  laid  a  Bill  on  the 

ales  and  charges  applicable  thereto,  be  re-  m  , ,       -  ru.     „                j          •     j .." 

farad  to  a  Joint  Committee  of  Lords  and  Table  °*  ™l*  House  and  required  it  to 

Gammons."— (The  Lord  Knutsford.)  be   read  a  first  time,  when  the  noble 

Motion  agreed  to ;    and  a  Message  Marcjuess,  the  Secretary  of  State  for 

sent  to  the  Commons  to  acquaint  them  Foreign  Affairs,  got  up  and  said  that 

therewith.  there  was  no  instance  of  a  Bill,  that  had 

been  passed,  being  repealed  in  the  same 

PRESENTATION  TO  BENEFICES  BILL  Session.     I  ventured  to  remind  that 

[h.l.1— (No.  24.)  Minister  that  the  Jews'  Naturalisation 

Bill  was  brought   in  by  the  Duke  of 

second  ebadino.  Newcastle,     when     he     was     Prime 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Read-  Minister,  and,  at  his  request,  was  re- 

■fc  read.  pealed  in  the  same  year.     My  Lords,  I 

The    Archbishop   op   YORK :    My  thought  that  would  have  entitled  me  to 

lords,  the  Bill,  to  which  I  ask  you  to  have  my  Bill  printed.    But,  my  Lords, 

give  a    Second   Reading  to-day,    has  things  are  carried  with  a  high  hand  in 

already  twice  received  your  Lordships'  this   House,  and  the   Clerks  seem  to 

approval,  and  is  to-day  precisely  in  the  think  they  may    stop   one   on  every 

flame  form   as  when    it    passed    this  occasion.     Sir  William  Rose  tried  to 

Bouse  last  year.    It  is  intended  to  deal  stop  me  from  endeavouring  a  second 

With  cases  where  the  presentation  to  a  time  to  restore  the  Court  of  Common 

benefice  is  vested  in  a  large  consti-  Pleas,  but  I  was  enabled  to  plead  the 

fancy :  either  a  body  of  parishioners  or  cause  of  that  important  Court  a  second 

other    bodies,    consisting    of    a   large  time.    My  Lords,  I  am  not  one  who  ia 

Umnber  of  persons ;   and  it  proposes  easily  discouraged.     The  reason  why  I 

that  the  parishioners,  or  others,  should  have  brought  this  measure  forward  to-» 

exercise  their  right  of  presentation  by  day,  and  no  sooner,  is  that  the  County 

electing  a  body  of  trustees  which  shall  Council  was   going  on,   and  it  would 

exercise  the  right  for  them  when  a  have  been  very  insulting  to  that  body 

taoancy  occurs ;  it  proposes  also  that  if  I  had  said  anything  to  show  a  dis- 

ihe  trustees  shall  be  elected  not  at  the  trust  of  them  ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  I 
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must  remind  your  Lordships  how,  both 
in  London  and  in  the  country,  the 
extravagance  of  these  bodies  has  be- 
come almost  intolerable.  The  London 
County  Council  only  opposed,  by  a 
small  minority,  a  proposal  that  all 
the  expenses  of  pulling  down  half 
the  Strand  should  fall  upon  the 
rates.  Well,  my  Lords,  an  instance 
occurred  to  me  only  the  other  day.  In 
passing  from  Derby  to  York,  by  the 
Great  Northern  Line,  at  West  Derby  I 
met  a  County  Councillor,  who  told  me 
that  on  that  day  they  had  agreed  to 
pay  very  nearly  £500  to  a  lecturer  upon 
agriculture.  Well,  my  Lords,  in  our 
little  club  at  Bakewell  we  had  lec- 
turers upon  agriculture,  and  we  paid 
them  ourselves.  My  Lords,  the  stress 
upon  these  rates  is  becoming  quite  in- 
tolerable. In  the  East  part  of  London 
there  was  a  dinner  to  help  the  rates  in 
the  expense  of  a  library.  The  illustrious 
Duke,  His  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of 
Cambridge,  was  in  the  chair ;  Lord 
Randolph  Churchill  had  a  place  reserved 
for  him  on  the  left  of  the  chair,  and 
the  Duke  of  Argyll  on  the  right ;  but,  as 
those  personages  did  not  appear,  I  had 
to  sit  on  the  right  hand  of  His  Royal 
Highness  and  the  Bishop  of  Bedford 
on  his  left.  Well,  my  Lords,  His  Royal 
Highness,  in  course  of  conversation, 
said  to  me,  "We  are  going  too  fast." 
This  is  indeed  the  fact.  We  are  travel- 
ling at  a  most  rapid  rate.  Bills  are 
passed  through  Committees,  and  they 
come  here,  and  nobody  knows  what  is 
passed.  I  am  an  old  man,  and  I  can 
hardly  expect  that  anybody  will  second 
this,  to  show  the  opinion  that  some 
may  entertain  of  the  expediency  of  a 
change.  At  Derby,  when  this  Local 
Government  Bill  was  first;  passed,  the 
Clerk  of  the  Peace  told  me  that  the  pro- 
vision for  including  £10  owners  and 
j£10  occupiers  had  driven  the  overseers 
almost  mad.  For  this  election  they  are 
trying  to  make  up  the  list  to-morrow, 
and  the  election  is  to  take  place  on 
Saturday  ;  but  there  is  too  small  a  body 
to  do  the  business  of  the  office.  In  our 
county,  from  the  absence  of  Mr.  Ark- 
wright,  the  whole  County  Council 
had  to  be  put  off  for  a  day.  We 
magistrates  are  able  and  willing  to  do 
our  duty.  The  noble  Marquess  at  the 
head  of  the  State  had  an  opportunity 
of  addressing  the  people  of  Derby — he 

Lord  Denman 


was  placed  in  what  is  called  the  Drill 
Hall — and  his  great  object  was  to  show 
how  recent  were  the  powers  of  the 
magistrates  over  finance.     My  Lords, 
their  conduct  is  irreproachable;    and 
Sir  Henry  Wilmot,  who  is  an   Alder- 
man, as  I  believe  they  call  him,  said 
to  me,  "  I  wish  you  could  do  away  with 
this  Local    Government   Bill."      My 
Lords,  he  said  to  me,  "  You  will  have 
the  same  working  men  put  upon  the 
County  Council  that  you  had  before." 
But,   my  Lords,  you  must  remember 
that "  in  the  multitude  of  counsellors 
there  is  safety  "  ;  and,  if  you  have  50 
men  to  do  the  work  of  four  or  five  as 
many,  you  are  incurring  a  good  deal  of 
danger.     And  I  do  assure  you  that  it  is 
like  reviving  the  triennial  Parliament. 
This  is  a  little  Parliament  that  is  to  be 
elected  this  week  if  they  possibly  can. 
Many  householders  have  told  me  how 
much  they  have  been  annoyed  by  being 
canvassed  for  the   County  Councils ; 
ladies  also  have  told  me  that  they  have 
been    extremely     annoyed    by    being 
pestered  to  vote  for  County  Councils — 
they  would  wish  'to  vote  for  Members 
of  Parliament  whom  they  know,  but 
not  for  a  small  body  taken  to  swamp 
those  of  gentle  birth — Methodists  and 
others    who  are    to  become   and    be 
agitators.     My  Lords,  I  was  very  glad 
that  the  right  reverend  Bishop  was 
yesterday  refused  the  power  of  having 
reporters  in  the  County  Council  Com- 
mittees on  technical  education,  because, 
from  experience,  I  have  found  that  the 
Board  of    Guardians  of   Bakewell  is 
utterly  subverted  by  the  reports,  and  the 
length  of  speeches  occasionally;  and  I 
do  believe  that  it  would  be  far  better 
not  to  make  this  technical  education  so 
elaborate,  because  vou  have  no  proof  thai 
you  will  succeed.  My  Lords,  I  suppose  I 
shall  not  have  any  Teller  in  proposing 
the  Second  Beading  of  this  BilL    If  so, 
I  shall  go  my  way ;  but  I  shall  feel    j 
certain  that  that  which  is  so  unsuitable 
to  Scotland,  and  works  so  ill  in  Eng- 
land, will  not  be  received  as  a  panacea 
for  Ireland  when  it  comes  forward  in 
another  place.     My  Lords,  I  trust  yon 
will  not  think  me  an  agitator — Im 
far  from  it.     I  wish  to  see  a  land  d 
settled  government ;  it  i 


"  A  land  of  just  renown, 
Where  freedom  broadens  slowly 
From  precedent  to  precedent 
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Jknd  the  verse  before  that  is — 


"  ft  is  a  fafid  which  free  men  till, 

Which  aober  raited  free  men  chose : 
Asd  where,  heart  by  friends  or  foes, 
AflMMnnay  speak  the  thing  he  will." 

My  Lords,  that  has  not  been  my  case — 
bat  I  make  no  complaint. 

Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read 
*."-^ (The  Lord  Denman.) 

Motion  objected  to ;  and,  on  Question, 
raohred  in  the  negative. 

House  adjourned  at  a  quarter 
before  Six  o'clock. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS, 

Tuesday,  1st  March,  1892. 


PB1VATE  BUSINESS. 


SOUTHAMPTON  DOCKS  BILL. 

(by  Order.) 

SECOND  READING, 

Order  for  Second  Beading  read. 

(8.6.)  Mr.  NORMS  (Tower  Ham- 
lets, Iomehouse) :  In  moving  the  Second 
foxing  of  this  Bill  I  will  be  as 
brief  as  is  consistent  with  the  interests 
of  those  I  represent  on  this  occasion. 
It  is  a  Bill  that  seriously  affects  the  in- 
terest of  the  town  of  Southampton, 
indeed  I  may  say  the  County  of  South- 
ampton, and  especially  it  interests  the 
railway  and  dock  undertakings  of  the 
port.  The  proposal  in  the  Bill  is  the 
tale  of  the  property  of  the  Dock 
Company  to  the  South  Western 
Railway  Company,  and  I  under- 
stand the  opposition  which  ema- 
nates from  the  representatives  of  dock 
interests  in  the  North  of  England  rests 
on  a  question  of  principle,  but  of  course 
b  is  easy  to  argue  how  a  general  prin- 
ciple does  or  does  not  apply  to  a  par- 
ticular case.  The  hon.  Members  who 
have  given  notice  antagonistic  to  this 
Bill  represent  two  Northern  boroughs, 
*nd  I  cannot  for  the  life  of  me  see  what 
they  have  to  do  wish  the  arrangements 
of  the  Southampto  i  Docks.  The  great 
dock  interests  of  London  have  exhi- 


bited no  opposition ;  recognising  this  as 
a  means    by  which  the   Southampton 
Dock  Company  can  get  out  of  its  finan- 
cial difficulties.    It  is  not  the  Railway 
Company  which  is  the  principal  pro- 
moter of  this  Bill.    It  is  not  in  any 
sense  from  a  desire  to  create  a  rail- 
way monopoly  the  Bill  is  promoted, 
it  is  the  only  feasible  means  for  the 
Dock  Company  to  relieve  itself  from 
serious  and  increasing  depreciat'on.  The 
Railway    Company    are    holders    of 
£50,000  4  per  cent,  mortgage  deben- 
tures and  £250,000  4  per  cent,  prefer- 
ence stock  of  the  Dock  Company,  and 
at  the  same  time  they  have  advanced 
£30,000  by  way  of    temporary  loan, 
making  a  total  of  £330,000.     They  hold 
about  a  quarter  of  the  whole  property 
of  the  Company,  and  have  therefore  a 
large  amount  of  power  in  the  Company's 
affairs.    A    subscription    of    £250,000 
was  authorised  for  assistance  in  the 
construction    of    a    new    deep    water 
dock.     We  have  endeavoured,  as  far  as 
possible,  to  keep  pace  with  the  demands 
of  the  times  and  the  requirements  of 
the   port.      We    are    on    good    terms 
with    the    Dock    Companies    on    the 
Thames,   and  I  cannot   see  why  the 
North    Country    dockowners     should 
oppose  a  Bill  of    such  a    reasonable 
character.    The  Railway  Company  has 
already  a  very  large  interest  in  the 
dock.    The  net  revenue  of  the  dock  has 
declined  during  the  last  four  years,  and 
the  opening  of  the  new  dock  has  not 
brought  the  increased  traffic  which  was 
anticipated.     The  Company  only  paid 
2  per  cent,  in  1891  on  the  4  per  cent, 
preference  stock,  and  the  revenue  is 
still  declining;    and  I  may  point  out 
that  a  large  portion  of  the  stock  is  held 
by  trustees  for  widows  and  children, 
and  much  is  in  the  hands  of  working 
men.     No  dividend  on  the  ordinary 
stock  has  been  paid  since  1890,  when 
£  per  cent,  was  distributed  among  the 
shareholders.      This    movement    was 
initiated  by  the  shareholders,  and  not 
by  the  Railway  Company.    I  may  also 
mention    the    severe    loss    the    docks 
suffered  in  1873  by  the  withdrawal  of 
the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Company. 
We  have  attempted  to  make  good  this 
loss,    but    we    have    taken    nothing, 
certainly,  from  the  Northern  Docks. 
We  employ  a  large  amount  of  labour, 
as  the  hon.  Gentleman  opposite,  the 
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Member  for  Southampton,  can  tell  you, 
and  if  the  docks  are  closed,  as,  pos- 
sibly, they  might  be  if  the  money  is  not 
forthcoming,  this  important  town  and 
port  of  Southampton  may  be  ruined, 
and  the  labourers  there  will  be  in  a 
state  of  penury  and  destitution.  1 
believe  nearly  every  Railway  Company 
in  the  Kingdom  having  coast  communi- 
cation has  docks  of  its  own ;  the  Great 
Western  and  the  North  Western  have 
docks,  and  the  North  Eastern  has,  or 
is  endeavouring  to  secure,  docks  of  its 
own.  The  London  and  Brighton  Com- 
pany has  the  port  of  Newhaven,  and 
the  South  Eastern  has  docks  of 
its  own.  Therefore,  it  seems  to  me 
very  much  like  a  dog-in-the-manger 
policy  for  these  North  Country  docks 
to  interfere  in  regard  to  what  we 
are  doing  for  the  port  and  town  of 
Southampton.  1  hope  the  Government 
will  assist  us  in  the  endeavour  to  obtain 
a  Second  Beading  of  this  Bill.  It  is  a 
question  of  local  interests  and  local 
self-government,  and  1  hope  those  hon. 
Gentlemen  who  justify  the  principle  of 
local  self-government  will  support  the 
Second  Beading.  There  is  no  other 
principle  involved  here.  In  the  circular 
sent  round  by  our  opponents — luke- 
warm opponents  1  hope  1  may  call 
them — a  lame  pretext  is  put  forward, 
and  no  strong  argument  against  the 
Bill.  They  say  that  in  1872  there  was 
a  Joint  Committee  of  the  two  Houses 
of  Parliament,  which  gave  utterance 
to  the  assertion  of  a  certain  principle,  or 
the  expression  of  a  sentiment,  in  regard 
to  the  amalgamation  of  Docks  and 
Bailway  Companies.  But,  as  hon. 
Gentlemen  will  understand,  we  have 
advanced  and  progressed  since  1872, 
and  principles  that  then  held  good  are 
different  from  those  which  obtain  to- 
day. To  treat  this  as  a  matter  of 
general  public  principle  seems  to  me  a 
most  unnecessary  interference  with 
local  interests.  It  is  little  to  the 
interest  of  the  Bailway  Company, 
though,  of  course,  they  would  not 
undertake  the  purchase  unless  they 
found  that  the  two  undertakings  could 
be  worked  better  and  more  cheaply, 
with  advantage  to  the  interests  of  all 
parties  concerned.  Without  going 
into  the  history  of  the  docks,  I  may 
say  they  have  made  the  most  laborious 
endeavours  to  keep  the  docks  up  to  the 

Mr.  Norris 


requirements  of  the  time.  We  are 
ready  to  receive  the  largest  ships,  and 
if  the  great  Union  Steamship  Com- 
pany,  the  Boyal  Mail  Company,  and 
others  do  not  come  to  us,  they  certainly 
will  not  go  to  any  of  the  ports  repre- 
sented in  any  way  by  the  hon.  Members 
for  Whitehaven  and  South  Shields. 
So  I  think  their  interference  in  our 
proposal  is  wholly  uncalled  for.  Ai 
any  rate,  we  are  in  an  almost 
destitute  condition.  I  might  almost 
say  we  are  pleading  before  the  House 
in  forma  pauperis  for  the  good  of  the 
property,  for  the  good  of  the  working 
classes  of  Southampton.  I  hope  we 
shall  have  the  support  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Poplar  (Mr.  Buxton),, 
whom  I  see  opposite,  and  others  who- 
interest  themselves  in  labour  questions. 
1  think  we  ought  to  have  the  sympathy 
of  those  hon.  Members  who  have  in 
recollection  the  labour  strikes  at 
Southampton,  and  the  position  of 
working  men  there.  We  object  to  a 
Hybrid  Committee,  because  reference  to 
such  a  Committee  must  lead  to  a 
postponement  of  the  carrying  out  of 
the  proposal,  and  will  entail  muoh 
additional  expense,  which  we  are  not 
able  to  bear.  I  do  hope  that  the 
Government  will  justify  their  own 
principle  of  local  self-government* 
and  assist  us  in  passing  the  Second 
Beading. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
posed,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a 
second  time." — (Mr.  Norris.) 

(3.15.)    Mr.  P.  H.  EVANS  (South- 
ampton) :  I  rise  to  support  the  Motion 
for  Second  Beading.    The  Bill  is  in* 
troduced  by  the  Southampton  Docks 
Company,  because  that  company  finds. 
itself  in  the  position  of  having  a  very 
large  accommodation  for  shipping  ancV 
not  the  means  and  appliances  sufficient 
to    attract    the    larger   shipping,  and' 
make  the  undertaking  pay.     The  bor- 
rowing   powers  of  the  company   are 
nearly  exhausted,   and  the  means  of 
raising  money  gone.      Capital  is  re- 
quired to  complete  the  finest  docks  in 
the  Channel.      The  hon.   Gentleman 
who  has  just  spoken  has  pointed  out 
that  a  large  amount  of  labour  has  been 
expended  to  keep  the  docks  open.   I 
cannot  go  so  far  as  he  has  gone  in  the 
apprehension    of   the    danger  of  the 
docks  being  closed,  and  I  think  even  if' 
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the  Bill  ware   thrown   out    still    we 
should  find  the  Southampton  Docks 
would  be  maintained;   and  I  do  not 
join   in    pleading  in  formd  pauperis. 
The  opposition  to  the  Second  Beading, 
«o  far  as  I  can  make  out,  is  based 
4n  the  general  principle  that  Railway 
Companies  should*  not  be  allowed  to 
acquire  docks.    My  own  experience  is 
•that  general  principles  exist  in  theory, 
and  may  be  sustained  so  long  as  there 
18  nothing  to  apply  them  to,   but  as 
soon  as  they  are  applied  to  individual 
instances,  then  general  principles  are 
likely  to  get  more  and  more  attenuated. 
If,  in  the  present  instance,  the  Dock 
'Companies  were  opposed  to  the  amalga- 
mation,   then    there    would    be  good 
reason  for  the  House  to  hesitate  before 
.granting  a  Second  Beading  to  the  Bill, 
but  that  is  not  the  case  here.    The 
Southampton  Corporation  have  passed 
•a  resolution  in  favour  of  the  Bill.   The 
railway  shareholders    have  passed  a 
resolution  in  favour  of  the  purchase, 
and  the  dock  shareholders,  by  a  very 
large   majority,    have    agreed    to  the 
sale,  and  I  do  not  see  that  opposition 
should  come    in    on    the    ground    of 
general  principles  to  the  carrying  out 
of  a  measure  which  all  parties  are  eager 
to  have  passed.    I  do  not  see  on  what 
principle  the  House  should  refuse  a 
Second  Beading  to  the  Bill.    It  is  not 
-because  the  London  and  North  Western 
do  not  happen  to  possess  the  Liverpool 
Docks.     Surely  hon.  Members  will  not 
apply  an  analogy  of  that  kind.  It  is  not 
that  the  London  and  South  Western 
Railway  Company  want  to  obtain  pos- 
session to  the  exclusion  of  all  other 
railway  interests,   for  there  are  pro- 
visions to  secure  the  public  weal,  so 
that  the  London  and  South  Western 
Company  will  not  obtain  power  of  that 
kind.     I  agree  with  my  hon.   Friend 
that  a  Hybrid  Committee  will  be  an 
expensive  solution  of  the  difficulty.    I 
-prefer  inquiry  by  an  ordinary  Select 
'Committee,  and  I  do  hope  that  the 
House  will,  in  the  interest  of  the  town 
of  Southampton,   which   I  represent, 
and  in  the  interest  of  the  Dock  Com- 
pany, which  I  also  represent  in  this 
-case,  grant  a  Second  Beading  to  the 
Bill  to  the  advantage  of  all  parties  con- 
cerned. 

fflJK).)    The  CHAIBMAN  op  COM- 
MITTEES (Mr.  Courtney,  Cornwall, 


Bodmin) :  I  rise  thus  early  in  the 
Debate  to  ask  the  House  to  consider 
the  real  point  involved  in  this  discussion, 
because  the  hon.  Members  who  have 
spoken  have  shown  considerable  in- 
genuity in  avoiding  altogether  what  is 
the  matter  in  dispute.  We  have  had 
an  interesting  view  of  the  force  of 
general  principles  from  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber who  has  just  sat  down,  who  seems 
to  think  they  are  only  useful  on  plat- 
forms in  view  of  elections,  but  are  to 
be  put  aside  when  concrete  oases  pre- 
sent themselves  for  the  application  of 
those  principles.  There  is  no  real 
objection  to  the  Second  Beading  of  the 
Bill,  but  there  is  involved  a  principle 
long  recognised  as  beyond  the  immediate 
interest  of  a  locality.  We  have  a 
Standing  Order  of  the  House  that  in 
the  case  of  any  Bill  which  contem- 
plates the  acquisition  of  a  dock  by  a 
Railway  Company,  that  Bill  shall  not  be 
referred  to  a  Select  Committee  unless 
there  is  a  special  Report  made  thereon 
showing  reasons  for  a  departure  from 
the  general  rule.  That  has  been  a 
Standing  Order  of  the  House  for  a  long 
while.  But  a  Joint  Committee  of  the 
two  Houses  came  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  Standing  Order  was  not  suffi- 
ciently strong,  and  that  proposals  of 
the  kind,  the  acquisition  of  a  dock  by 
a  Railway  Company,  and  possibly  the 
creation  of  a  powerful  monopoly,  should 
be  referred  to  a  Hybrid  Committee* 
Now,  the  question  before  the  House  is 
not  really  the  acceptance  or  rejection  of 
a  Motion  for  Second  Beading,  but 
whether  the  Bill  should  be  referred  to 
an  ordinary  Select  Committee  of  four 
Members,  or  whether  it  should  go 
before  a  Hybrid  Committee.  Now, 
questions  of  general  public  interest 
cannot  be  sufficiently  examined  by  an 
ordinary  Select  Committee,  for  no 
one  appears  before  it  to  represent 
the  wider  interest  beyond  that  of  the 
locality,  but  before  a  Hybrid  Com- 
mittee there  will  be  evidence  and  argu- 
ments on  points  affecting  the  general 
public  interest,  as  well  as  the  local 
interests.  The  hon.  Member  for  Lime- 
house  (Mr.  Norris)  has  an  apprehen- 
sion that  much  more  expense  is 
involved  in  the  examination  by  a  Hybrid 
Committee,  but  I  think  he  will  find 
that  examination  before  a  Hybrid  Com- 
mittee is  not  much  more,  if  at  all  more, 
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expensive  than  examination  by  a  Select 
Committee  of  four  Members.  This 
would  be  an  expensive  business,  looking 
to  the  character  of  the  opposition 
raised,  if  all  the  Dock  Companies  who 
are  endeavouring  to  maintain  their 
independence  in  competition  were 
represented,  but  I  am  assured  that  the 
Opposition  will  be  brought  to  a  single 
representation,  and  there  is  no  intention 
to  go  through  the  reduplication  of 
evidence.  I  do  not  think,  therefore, 
there  will  be  much  additional  expense, 
and  I  should  recommend  that  the  Bill 
be  read  a  second  time,  and  referred  to 
a  Hybrid  Committee. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

Mb.  J.  C.  STEVENSON  (South 
Shields) :  I  beg  to  move  the  Motion 
standing  in  my  name. 

Sib  JAMES  BAIN  (Whitehaven)  :  I 
beg  to  second  the  Motion. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

"That  the  Bill  be  committed  to  a  Select 
Committee  to  consist  of  Seven  Members,  Four 
to  be  nominated  by  the  House,  and  Three  by 
the  Committee  of  Selection." 

(8.26.)  Mb.  NORMS:  Of  course,  in 
face  of  the  representations  made  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chairman  of 
Committees,  and  understanding  from 
him  that  this  course  will  not  lead  to 
delay  or  great  additional  expense,  I 
.  will,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  House, 
fall  in  with  his  view. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Resolved,  That  all  Petitions  against  the  Bill 
presented  three  clear  days  before  the  meeting 
of  the  Committee  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee; and  that  such  of  the  Petitioners  as 
pray  to  be  heard  by  their  Counsel,  Agents,  or 
Witnesses,  be  heard  on  their  Petitions  if  they 
think  fit,  and  Counsel  heard  in  favour  of  the 
Bill  against  such  Petitioners. 

That  the  Committee  have  power  to  send  for 
persons,  papers  and  records. 

That  Three  be  the  quorum. 

BELFAST     CORPORATION     (LUNATIC 
ASYLUMS,  &c.)  BILL— (ty  Order). 

ADJOURNED    DEBATE. 

Order  read,  for  resuming  Adjourned 

-  Debate  on  Question  [29th  February]— 

"  That  it  be  an  Instruction  to  the  Committee 
te  insert  in  the  Bill  clauses  re-arranging  the 
existing  division  of  the  City  of  Belfast  into 
wards,  so  as  to  make  it  possible  for  all  classes 
of  its  inhabitants  to  obtain  representation  in 
the  Town  Council."— (3fr.  Sextan.) 

Mr.  Courtney 


Question  again  proposed. 

Debate  resumed. 

(3.28.)  Mb.  SEXTON  (Belfast,  W.) : 
Again  I  have  to  regret  the  absence  of 
the  Minister  of  the  Grown  responsible 
for  Irish  affairs  on  the  discussion  of  this- 
Irish  question.    I  appeal  to  the  House 
to  adopt  this  very  simple  mode,  strictly 
relevant  to   the   Bill,  of  redressing  a 
monstrous  and  undeniable  grievance, 
the  nature  of  which  I  can  state  in  a 
very  few  words.    The  Oity  of  Belfast 
has,  according  to  the  last  Ceneas,  a 
population  of  273,055,  governed  by  a 
Corporation  consisting  of  40  members. 
In  that  population  is  included  70,000 
Catholics,  who  have  no  representation 
on  the  Corporation.   It  is  obvious  that, 
in  a  city  with  a  population  of  973,00ft 
and  40  members  of  the  Corporation, 
each  member  of  the  Corporation  repre- 
sents an  average  of  6,000  or  7,000,  and 
yet  this  population  of  70,000  Catho- 
lics— nearly    a    fourth   of    the  whole- 
population — is  without  a  single  repre- 
sentative among  the  40  who  control 
municipal  affairs.    This  Catholic  popu- 
lation live  for  the  most  part  in  one- 
quarter  of  the  city,  and  have  a  special 
interest  in  the  paving,  lighting,  sanita- 
tion, and  other  details   of  flamnfoipal 
service.    It  is  therefore  necessary  that 
they  should    be    represented   on    the 
Local  Council  by  men  in  sympathy 
with  their  views  and  on  whom  they 
can  rely.    Is  it  not  discreditable  te  this 
House  that  a  state  of  affairs  sheold  be 
allowed  to  continue  in  Belfast  the  like 
of  which  does  not  exist  in  any  other 
city  in  the  United  Kingdom?    What 
is  the  cause  of  the  grievance  ?    Simply 
this  :  that  the  wards  of  the  city  were 
fixed    40    years  ago,    and  they  have 
never  been  redistributed  since.  In  1853, 
when  the  population    of   Belfast  was 
115,000,  the  town  was  divided  into  five 
wards.      Since  then    Belfast   has  be- 
come    a     city     with     278,000    in* 
habitants ;    and     yet,     though    the 
population    has    more  than   doubled, 
the  division  into  five  wards  remains* 
with  two  Aldermen  and  six  Couneillorfr 
to  each — a  state  of  things  to  whish  no> 
parallel  can  be  found  elsewhere.    Now 
I  am  asking  for  nothing  new.    A  Boyd 
Commission  was  appointed  by  a  Coo* 
servative  Government  in  1879  to  con- 
sider this  question.    The  Commiseiott 
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took  evidenoe  on  the  spot,  examined  all 
the  details  exhaustively,  and  reported 
in  1881,  eleven  years  ago.  In  this 
Report,  the  Commissioners  recom- 
mended that  the  wards  should  be 
redistributed,  and  that  instead  of  five 
there  should  be  eight.  The  Corporation 
of  Belfast,  the  promoters  of  this  Bill, 
agreed  that  the  wards  should  be  re- 
adjusted, and  that  they  should  be  eight 
in  number,  and  it  deserves  to  be  noticed 
by  the  House  that  two  other  Municipal 
bodies,  the  Belfast  Water  Board  and 
the  Board  of  Guardians,  submitted 
teheme8  in  which  they  recommended 
that  the  five  wards  should  be  sub- 
divided into  15.  No  one  in  Belfast  then 
-thought  five  wards  sufficient,  and  yet 
here  we  are,  in  1892,  with  the  population 
of  the  city  more  than  doubled  since 
1858,  and  still  the  division  into  five 
wards  exists,  with  the  anomalous  and 
discreditable  state  of  things  that  70,000 
inhabitants  are  left  without  a  voice  in 
the  management  of  civic  affairs.  I 
have  two  reasons  relevant  to  this  Bill 
why  the  instruction  I  propose  to  give  to 
the  Committee  should  be  granted.  If  I 
were  asking  anything  irrelevant  to  the 
Bill,  I  should  expect  to  meet  with 
opposition,  but  I  ask  nothing  beyond 
the  scope  of  the  Bill.  The  Corporation 
ire  asking  for  new  powers  of  expendi- 
ture and  control  in  regard  to  payments 
for  children  in  industrial  schools.  I  beg 
the  House  to  observe  that  payments  by 
Corporations  in  Ireland  in  this  respect 
are  optional.  If  payment  were  com- 
pulsory, I  should  have  not  a  word 
to  say — our  endeavours  would  be 
directed  to  see  that  the  Corporation 
did  not  evade  the  law ;  but  a 
Corporation  has  a  free  choice  in 
inch  matters  as  to  when  they  shall  pay 
anything  and  when  they  shall  not  pay 
anything.  It  should  be  further  ob- 
served that  the  system  of  industrial 
schools  in  Ireland  is  denominational, 
every  school  being  under  Catholic  or 
Protestant  management,  Catholic 
children  being  sent  to  the  one  class, 
Protestant  to  the  other.  Does  any  man 
expect  me  to  admit  that  on  a  Corpora- 
tion consisting  of  40  members,  on 
which  the  large  minority  of  the 
Catholic  population  have  no  representa- 
tion, due  regard  is  had  to  the  interest  of 
Catholic  children  in  those  schools  ?  I 
do  not  agree  to  anything  of  the  kind, 


and  I  tell  the  promoters  of  this  Bill  that 
unless  they  will  agree  that  representa- 
tives of  the  minority  shall  be  allowed 
some  voice  in  the  allocation  of  funds  to 
the  maintenance  of  Catholic  children, 
this  Bill  will  be  met  at  every  stage  with 
the  most  stubborn  opposition.  In  the 
towns  of  Dublin,  Cork,  and  Limerick 
there  is  a  Protestant  minority  not  so 
large  as  is  the  Catholic  minority  in 
Belfast — not  a  fraction  of  it,  and  yet  in 
Dublin,  Cork,  and  Limerick  the  Protes- 
tant minority  have  on  the  Councils  a 
proportion  of  representation  far  greater 
than  their  share  of  the  population.  I 
know  from  my  own  knowledge  that 
in  Dublin  this  is  so,  and  in  Cork  and 
Limerick  there  is  a  decent  liberality 
shown  towards  the  minorities,  while  in 
Belfast  a  shameful  intolerance  excludes 
and  outlaws  a  fourth  of  the  population. 
We  are  not  prepared  to  grant  the 
powers  sought  in  the  Bill,  unless  this 
instruction  is  granted  and  acted  upon. 
The  Corporation  also  ask  for  a  new 
franchise,  and  to  this  point  I  would  beg 
the  special  attention  of  the  Chairman 
of  Committees.  By  Clause  4  of  the  Bill 
they  ask  power  substantially  to  appoint 
a  large  majority  of  the  Governors  of  the 
Lunatic  Asylum.  I  do  not  care  whether 
they  have  a  virtual  majority  or  not. 
Under  the  present  system  the  propo- 
sition is  this  :  that  a  purely  Protestant 
body  asks  power  to  nominate  the 
majority  of  the  Governors  of  an  asylum 
in  which  the  ratepayers  of  all  creeds 
are  equally  interested  and  concerned  ; 
and  I  who  represent  the  Catholics 
in  Belfast,  we  who  represent 
the  Catholics  in  Ireland,  demand 
that  the  large  proportion  of  our 
contributions  towards  the  main- 
tenance of  these  institutions  should 
find  some  representation  among  the  40 
Protestant  gentlemen  who  are  to  direct 
the  mode  in  which  the  asylums  shall  be 
conducted.  This  is  a  new  Franchise 
Clause,  and  therefore  my  Instruction 
is  strictly  relevant  to  the  question  that 
the  Committee  should,  in  the  way  I 
think  I  have  shown,  take  immediate 
steps  to  secure  representation  for  the 
Catholics  of  the  city  on  the  Governing 
Body,  should  do  what  the  Royal  Com- 
mission recommended  eleven  years  ago 
should  be  done,  should  sub-divide 
the  wards  into  eight,  ten,  or  fifteen, 
not  allowing  a  state  of  things  to  con 
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tinue  which  gives  to  each  ward  a 
population  equal  to  an  ordinary 
Parliamentary  Division.  I  do  not 
think  any  gentleman  will  get  up  and 
say  that  in  any  other  city  in  the  King- 
dom in  the  present  state  of  municipal 
representation  such  a  state  of  things 
exists.  What  is  the  policy  of  the 
Government  displayed  in  their  Local 
Government  Bill?  They  propose  to 
establish  the  cumulative  vote  over  the 
counties  in  Ireland.  And  for  what 
purpose  ?  For  this  and  no  other  pur- 
pose to  give  the  Protestant  and 
Conservative  minority  in  the  country 
a  voice,  a  share  in  the  government,  of 
their  county  or  local  and  fiscal  affairs. 
This  I  ask  you  to  give  in  the  City  of 
Belfast. 

Mr.  JACKSON :  Not  for  the  Protes- 
tant minority. 

Mr.  SEXTON :  I  know  that  in  three 
or  four  counties  the  Catholics  are  in 
the  minority,  but  is  this  done  for  these 
minorities?  Have  the  minorities  in 
the  four  Eastern  counties  asked  for  it  ? 
They  have  not.  Let  no  one  tell  me 
that  the  benevolence  of  the  Govern- 
ment towards  the  Catholics  of  Ireland 
is  of  that  voluntary  character  that  they 
rush  to  the  rescue  of  the  Catholics  in 
those  four  counties  where  they  happen 
to  be  in  a  minority.  No ;  the  proposal 
is  in  the  interest  of  the  Protestant 
minorities  in  the  28  other  counties. 
Therefore,  the  Government  propose  to 
establish  cumulative  voting  to  give  the 
minority  the  chance  of  representation 
on  the  County  Councils.  Further, 
you  propose  to  give  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  power  to  cut  up  each 
county  into  electoral  divisions,  so  that 
by  the  system  of  cumulative  voting  the 
Protestant  minorities  may  be  enabled 
to  secure  representation.  Do  the  same 
thing  in  the  City  of  Belfast.  Cut  up  the 
city  into  suitable  and  equitable 
divisions  such  as  obtain  in  every  other 
municipal  town  in  the  Kingdom, 
so  that  70,000  of  the  inhabitants  out  of 
270,000  may  elect  at  least  one  re- 
presentative to  the  Governing  Body.  Is 
that  an  excessive,  an  unreasonable  de- 
mand ?  Can  the  Government  resist  it 
when  their  own  suggestion  for  local 
government  is  cumulative  voting  and 
the  power  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  to 
mark  out  electoral  divisions,  so  that 
an  insignificant  and  infinitesimal  mino- 

Mr.  Sexton 


rity  may  find  representation  in  coun- 
ties?   I  shall  not  trouble  the  House 
further,  only  adding  that  if  the  man- 
datory   terms  of    my  instruction  are 
open  to  objection,  and  this  has  been 
suggested  to  me,  I  am  willing  to  con- 
ciliate opposition — though  there  is  no 
conciliating    opposition    of    a    certain 
character  m  Belfast — I  am  willing  to 
alter  the  terms  of  my  Motion  declaring 
that  the  Committee  "  have  power,"  so 
that  a  certain  amount  of  discretion  will 
be  left  to  the  Committee.    Five  years 
ago,  when  I  urged  an  extension  of  the 
Municipal  Franchise,   I  was    bitterly 
opposed  by  the  Corporation  of  Belfast 
in  two  Sessions.    I  was  able  to  bring 
some  leverage  to  bear  then ;  the  Cor- 
poration wanted  a  Private  Bill,  which 
the  House  refused  to  grant  unless  the 
Franchise  Reform  was  granted,  and  it 
was  granted.    After  fighting  hard  in 
this  House  for  two  years  against  this 
reform,  the  Corporation  have  ever  since 
in  Belfast  pretended  that  they  initiated 
the  reform,  and  that  I  opposed  it.    I 
do  not  doubt,  if  the  House  passes  this 
instruction,  a  similar  result  will  follow, 
and  the  Corporation  will  claim  credit 
for  a  reform  as  soon  as  it  is  granted, 
and    which    now    they    oppose.       I 
earnestly  appeal  to  every  Member  of 
the    House     to    give     his    vote    as 
the  justice  of  the  case  requires. 
*(3.40.)    Sir  EDWABD  HABLAND 
(Belfast,  N.) :  I  quite  hoped  on  Friday, 
when  at  the  suggestion  of   the  Chief 
Secretary    the   consideration    of    this 
Bill  was  referred  to  a  Hybrid  Com- 
mittee, all  points  raised  might,  by  the 
Committee,  be  fully  gone  into.  I  regret 
that  the  hon.  Member  for  West  Belfast 
should  have  introduced  the  question  of 
religion  into  this  discussion.     There  w 
nothing  in  the  Bill  touching  religious 
differences,    and  the    introduction  of 
religion  into  political  matters  creates  a 
large  amount   of  ill-feeling.       Within 
the  four  corners  of  the  Bill  there  is  no 
reference  to  the  re-division  of  the  city 
into  wards,  but  I  may  say  that .  so  tit 
as  the  Corporation  of  Belfast  is  con- 
cerned there  is  not  the  slightest  objec- 
tion to  the  re-arrangement  of  the  wards 
in  number  and  area,  but  we  maintain 
that  the  Bill  does  not  deal  with  that 
matter,  and  if  it  is  a  thing  to  be  done 
then  it  should  be  done  by  another  BiH 
or  by  means  of  the  Bill  dealing  with 
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the  general  question  of  Local  Govern- 
ment, in  which  Clause  30  provides  the 
procedure   for    dealing   with    such   a 
question.      It    is    not    desirable    to 
-trammel  this  Bill  with  any  such  con- 
siderations, and  a  Committee  upstairs 
has   not  the    machinery  for  redistri- 
buting the  city  wards.     For  such  a 
purpose  a  Commission  should  sit  and 
take  evidence  on  the  spot,  and  consider 
the  whole  thing  thoroughly,  and  pro- 
fably,  seeing  that  Belfast  has  increased 
so  largely,  it  might  also  be  necessary  to 
enlarge    the  boundaries  of  the    city. 
{Mr.  Sexton  :  No.)  Certainly  it  would 
have    to    be    considered.     These    are 
serious    matters,  not    serious    in  the 
sense  that  there  would  be  opposition, 
Jbut  requiring  very  careful  consideration, 
particularly  in  view  of  the  wishes  of  the 
hoax.   Member    that    the  arrangement 
should  be  such  as  to  give  his  immediate 
religious  friends  the  opportunity  of  taking 
seats  on  the  Council.    As  to  the  dis- 
tribution of  seats,  what  difference  can 
it    possibly    make    to    Belfast?    Has 
.anyone  ever  drawn  attention  to  mis- 
management of  municipal  affairs  there  ? 
I  will  undertake  to  say  there  is  not  a 
city    in    the  three  Kingdoms    where 
municipal  affairs  are  better  managed 
than  they  are  in  Belfast,  and  no  city 
■shows  a  more  healthy  and  prosperous 
^condition  of  affairs.     Why  does  the 
hon.    Member  seek  to  introduce  into 
this    matter   the    religious    question? 
Refer  to   the    origin    and    history  of 
Belfast,  and  we  find  that  Belfast  is  not 
an   Irish  town — really  not    an    Irish 
town  in  the  view  of  Irish  towns  held 
by  hon.  Gentlemen  below  the  Gangway 
opposite.     Trace  its  origin  from    the 
tune  when  it  ceased  to  be  a  country 
town,  the  centre  for  such  industries  as 
are    connected    with    an    agricultural 
district,  and  you  find  that  the  manufac- 
tures   of    various    descriptions  which 
were  taken  up  were  not  established  by 
manufacturers  and  workmen  in  Ireland, 
lor  they  did  not  exist.     The  prosperity 
of  Belfast  took  its  rise  from  the  energy 
4nd  labour  of  Scotchmen  and  English- 
men.   Three  out  of  every  four  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Belfast  are  of  Scotch  or 
Jtnglish  origin,  and  they  are  mostly 
Protestants.    It  is  the  jealousy  of  the 
Catholic-   element     which     seeks    to 
over-ride    the    Protestant    feeling    of 
*he  city,   and    just    as    Belfast    has 


prospered  under  Protestant  Govern- 
ment, so  would  it  cease  to  prosper 
if  Catholic  methods  of  Government 
had  predominance.  No  injustice  is 
inflicted  on  the  Catholic  inhabitants ; 
they  pursue  their  industry  under  pre- 
cisely the  same  conditions,  so  far  as 
Local  Government  is  concerned,  as 
their  Protestant  neighbours ;  they  have 
every  consideration  shown  to  them,  and 
their  children  in  industrial  schools  have 
exactly  the  same  treatment  as  Protes- 
tant children  in  those  schools.  The 
hon.  Member  is  raising  an  entirely  false 
issue  upon  this  Bill.  We  do  not  object 
to  a  revision  of  the  city  boundaries  and 
wards,  but  we  do  submit  that  this  is 
not  the  Bill  by  which  this  revision 
should  be  carried  out.  Let  it  be  done 
either  by  means  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment BUI  or  through  a  Special  Com- 
mission, and  do  not  hamper  the  Com- 
mittee upstairs  with  matters  it  is 
scarcely  possible  they  can  deal  with. 

(3.47.)  Sir  JOSEPH  McKENNA 
(Monaghan,  S.J  :  I  hope  the  House  has 
taken  note  of  the  objections  offered  to 
the  Motion  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
West  Belfast,  culminating  in  the  state- 
ment that  Belfast  is  not  an  Irish  town. 
It  is  not,  I  think,  the  view  that  will 
generally  be  taken.  Are  we  to  have  an 
imperium  in  imperio  in  Belfast?  Is 
Belfast,  with  its  70,000  Catholic  inhabi- 
tants, to  be  outside  the  principle  that  is 
embodied  in  the  government  of  any 
other  city  in  the  Kingdom  ?  I  venture 
to  say  the  House  will  never  sanction 
such  a  theory  as  that  put  forward  by 
the  hon.  Baronet.  Have  we  not  in  our 
hands  the  Government  Local  Govern- 
ment Bill,  in  which  the  principles 
of  Local  Government  are  recog- 
nised, however  the  Bill  falls 
short  of  our  desires?  And  yet  the 
Corporation  of  Belfast  would  take  this 
city  out  of  the  provisions  of  that  Bill.  The 
hon.  Baronet  makes  the  astounding 
statement  that  Belfast  is  not  an  Irish 
town,  and  never  have  I  heard  a  state- 
ment from  a  responsible  Member  of 
this  House  more  calculated  to  sow 
widely  abroad  the  seeds  of  discord  and 
animosity.  Unless  some  of  the  hon. 
Member's  friends  withdraw  this  opposi- 
tion to  the  Instruction  I  hope  we 
shall  go  to  a  Division,  and  that  the 
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result  will  show  the  appreciation  of  the 
House  of  this  attempt  to  force  excep- 
tional legislation  for  Belfast. 

*(3.50.)  Me.  JOHNSTON  Belfast, 
S.) :  I  support  the  opposition  to  the 
Instruction  in  the  strongest  possible 
manner.  The  introduction  of  the 
religious  element  into  this  discussion  is 
due  not  to  the  promoters  of  the  Bill, 
but  to  the  hon.  Member  for  West 
Belfast  himself.  The  House  must 
have  taken  note  how  from  time  to  time, 
when  measures  for  the  promotion  of 
the  interests  of  Belfast  have  been 
brought  forward,  they  have  been  met 
by  persistent  and  consistent  opposition 
from  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite. 

Mr.  SEXTON :    As  in  the  extension 
of  the  Franchise. 

*Me.  JOHNSTON  :  This  arises  from 
jealousy  of  the  progress  and  prosperity 
of  Belfast,  and  because  Belfast  is  pre- 
eminently and  distinctly  Protestant. 
The  prosperity  of  Belfast  is  largely 
due  to  its  Protestantism,  and  though 
hon.  Members  may  laugh  at  the  state- 
ment, it  is  borne  out  by  such  historians 
as  Macaulay,  who  traces  the  prosperity 
of  Ulster  to  Protestantism.  In  con- 
tradistinction to  the  rest  of  Ireland, 
Belfast  has  increased  in  prosperity 
and  population,  and  it  is  the  habit 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  West 
Belfast  to  claim  credit  for  action 
on  behalf  of  Belfast  in  recent  years.  I 
do  not  know  that  he  lays  claim  to  any 
credit  for  the  increase  in  population, 
but  he  does  claim  to  have  assisted 
towards  the  prosperity  of  the  city. 
Belfast,  I  trust,  will  continue  in  a 
prosperous  career.  Belfast  is  distinctly 
and  earnestly  a  portion  of  the  United 
Kingdom,  strongly  opposed  to  the  revo- 
lutionary projects  of  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite,  and  determined  to  remain  an 
integral  part  of  the  United  Kingdom. 
The  Corporation  of  Belfast  will  always 
encourage  liberty  and  fair  play  to  the 
Roman  Catholics  in  that  city.  The 
hon.  Member  has  told  us  that  there 
are  three  or  four  counties  in  Ulster 
where  Boman  Catholics  are  in  the 
minority,  but  he  indignantly  disclaimed 
the  idea  that  they  claimed  to  be 
represented  on  the  Local  Government ; 
he  made  no  claim  on  their  behalf. 

Mr.  SEXTON :  Nothing  of  the  kind. 
The  hon.  Member  is,  as  usual,  inexact. 
I  said  they  had  not  asked  the  Govern- 
or Joseph  McKe?ina 


ment,  and  the  cumulative  vote  had  not 
been  introduced  in  their  interest,  but  in 
the  interest  of  the  minorities  in  the  28- 
other  counties. 

♦Mr.  JOHNSTON :  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber  comes  forward  as  the  champion 
of  the  minority  in  Belfast,  but  he 
repudiates  the  action  of  the  Go- 
vernment with  regard  to  minorities^ 
in  other  parts  of  Ireland.  I  trust 
the  House  will  decisively  reject 
the  proposal  now  before  us,  and  that 
we  shall  have  the  support  of  all  Mem- 
bers  who  desire  to  see  the  integrity  of 
the  United  Kingdom  maintained.  It 
is  the  fashion  of  hon.  Gentlemen  oppo- 
site to  laugh  at  Protestantism 

Mr.  MAC  NEILL  :  No,  no. 

*Mr.  JOHNSTON :  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Donegal  is  himself  the  son  of  a 
Protestant  clergyman. 

Mr.  MAC  NEILL:  I  am  glad  to 
have  been  the  son  of  a  Protestant 
clergyman. 

♦Mr.  JOHNSTON :  I  trust  that  the 
position  taken  by  hon.  Members  oppo- 
site will  be  carefully  regarded  by  the 
Protestants  of  Ulster.  I  hope  the 
House  will  decisively  reject  the  pro- 
position before  us. 

(3.57.)  Mr.  JORDAN  (Clare,  W.) : 
On  Friday  the  principle  of  this  Bill  was 
affirmed  by  only  a  small  majority,  and 
now  the  hon.  Baronet  (Sir  E.  Harland) 
has  given  away  the  principle  on  which 
opposition  was  raised  to  the  present 
proposal,  for  he  says  the  Belfast  Cor- 
poration have  no  objection  to  the  revi- 
sion of  the  wards.  But  still  opposition 
is  made,  not  on  the  merits  of  the  pro- 
posal, but  founded  on  arguments  of 
religion  and  race.  The  hon.  Baronet* 
not  being  an  Irishman  himself,  declare* 
that  Belfast  is  not  an  Irish  town.  Bat 
he  lives  in  Ireland  and  he  is  "  making 
his  pile"  in  Ireland  through  Irish  trade 
and  energy.  The  hon.  Member  far 
South  Belfast  ascribes  the  prosperity 
of  Belfast  to  its  Protestantism.  I 
am  not  one  of  those  he  aoouMi 
of  laughing  at  Protestantism,  and* 
for  myself,  I  am  a  Protestflft 
first  and  a  politician  afterward* 
I  claim  to  be  as  sound  a  Protested 
as  any  Representative  of  Belfast,  W 
I  hate  injustice,  and  I  sAy  it  is* 
scandal  to  the  Protestantising BeHtft 
that  the  Catholic  citizens/  should  bt 
unjustly    treated.      The  nfrrtmeritv  of 
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Belfast  has  been  largely  due  to  excep- 
tional   circumstances.      It    has   been 
partly  due  to  the  bounty  on  the  linen 
Industry ;  it  has  been  partly  due  to  the 
long  prevalence  of  the  Ulster  custom 
in  die  land  tenure  of  the  province,  and 
there  are    other  exceptional    circum- 
itanoes  in  addition  to  the  undoubted 
nergy  of   the  Protestant  population. 
there  is  no  one  prouder  of  the  success 
nd  prosperity  of  Belfast  than  I  am ; 
kft  I  am  sorry  to  say,  Mr.  Speaker, 
that  the  majority  of  the  Belfast  people 
ire   ungenerous,    illiberal,    and    pre- 
judiced in  the  highest  extreme.    Belfast 
■ends  to  this  House  Representatives  as 
narrow  as  itself,  and  they  tell  you — 
"This   is    the    great  Belfast  we    are 
building."      In     their     narrow    self- 
importance  the  Protestants  of  Belfast 
refuse  the  least  justice  to  their  Catholic 
fellow-townsmen,  though,  I  ask,  what 
have  they  to  fear  ?     Why,  Sir,    they 
have  everything  to  gain  by  giving  this 
justice.      If  you  in  Belfast  persist  in 
noting  in  this  illiberal  manner  you  will 
create  a  force  outside  Belfast  antago- 
nistic to  you.    Where  is  the  danger  to 
the  Belfast  Protestants  or  their  pro- 
perty  in   showing  fair  justice  to  the 
70,000  Catholics  in  the  city  ?     Have 
the  Catholics  no  interests,  no  property, 
liberties  to  protect  ?    Some  of  them 
extremely  wealthy,  and  are  well 
known  to  the  merchants  of  London  and 
Liverpool,  and  yet  not  one  of  these 
men,  who  have  helped  to  build  up  the 
prestige  of  Belfast,  is  admitted  to  the 
Municipal    Council    because    he   is   a 
Catholic.     Protestantism  ought  to  be 
•shamed  of  itself  in  this  matter.  Could 
toy  fair  representation  of  these  70,000 
Catholics  on  the  Council  override  the 
representation  of  the  200,000  Protes- 
tants, or  injure  their  interests  in  any 
fly  ?    If    I    thought  that  Protestant 
interests,  or  property,  or  capital  would 
k  jeopardised  by  asking  you  to  allow 
Cbtholio  interests  to  be  represented  on 
the  Council  I  would  not  support  the 
proposition.     But  I  have  no  fear  on 
the  matter.     If  it  be  right  that  the 
privileges  of  Catholics  should  be  ex- 
tended we  should  throw  aside  our  race 
prejudices,  our  religious  and  political 
prejudices — be  just  and  fear  not,  and 
*lk>w  this  Instruction  to  be  carried. 

•(4.10.)  Mb.  T.  LEA  (Londonderry, 
S.) :  I  am  very  sorry  that  the  Catholics 


are  not  represented  on  the  Council,  and 
I  should  be  glad  if  they  were.  But 
why  should  Belfast  be  singled  out  for 
special  treatment  of  this  sort?  If 
Manchester  or  Liverpool  came  before 
this  House  to  ask  for  power  to  deal  with 
their  lunatic  asylums,  would  anybody 
think  of  tacking  on  to  their  Bill  aParlia- 
mentary  Instruction  that  they  should 
enlarge  their  boundaries  or  change- 
their  wards  ?  Belfast  is  singled  out  for- 
tius hostility  because  of  the  jealousy  of 
hon.  Members  below  the  Gangway.  It 
is  a  standing  monument  to  the  benefit 
of  the  Union,  and,  therefore,  you 
propose  to  subject  it  to  special 
treatment  which  no  great  city  in 
England  would  submit  to.  Surely 
the  Catholic  inhabitants  of  Belfast 
vote  now;  they  have  equal  voting 
power  with  the  Protestants.  I  put 
this  point  strongly  before  the  House : 
that  Belfast  ought  not  to  be  singled  out 
for  special  treatment  in  this  matter,, 
but  that  the  Bill  should  go  before  the 
Select  Committee  in  the  usual  way. 

(4.15.)  Mb.  PICTON  (Leicester):: 
The  hon.  Member  for  Londonderry  re- 
ferred to  Liverpool,  and  says  that  there 
is  no  reason  to  suppose  that  if  Liver- 
pool came  for  a  similar  measure  you 
would  treat  it  in  the  same 
way.  The  case  of  Liverpool  is 
remarkably  interesting.  It  is  a  larger 
town  than  Belfast,  but  the  proportion 
of  Catholics  and  Protestants  is  about 
the  same,  the  former  being  about  one* 
fourth  of  the  inhabitants.  Now,  Sir,  sup- 
pose that  the  ward  arrangements  were  so 
jerrymandered  that  the  Catholics  never 
had  a  single  representative  on  the  City 
Council.  I  am  persuaded  that  the 
House  would  not  permit  any  more- 
duties  to  be  thrown  upon  the  Council 
till  some  reform  was  made.  This 
country,  Protestant  as  it  is,  would  be- 
ashamed  to  have  a  city  like  Liverpool 
so  arranged  as  to  carefully  exclude  from 
the  City  Council  any  representative  of 
so  large  a  proportion  of  the  inhabitants 
Anything  which  is  wrong  in  England  is- 
wrong  in  Ireland,  and  ought  to  be 
remedied,  and  I  think  this  is  a  very 
good  time  to  deal  with  the  matter,  in- 
asmuch as  additional  duties  are 
to  be  thrown  on  the  Council  in 
which  the  Catholics  have  a  large 
interest.  I  would  appeal  to  the  sense- 
of  fairness  of  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite*. 
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and  ask  them  to  contrast  the  position 
of  Belfast  in  the  North  of  Ireland  and 
Liverpool  in  Lancashire,  and  so  let  the 
two  towns  be  on  something  of  an 
equality.  I  earnestly  hope  that  the 
Instruction  will  be  carried. 

(4.18.)  Mr.  FLYNN  (Cork,  N.): 
Hon.  Members  do  not  oppose  this  In- 
struction on  the  question  of  principle, 
or  the  merits  of  the  case,  and  it  is 
evident  that  if  the  Instruction  were 
oarried,  one  or  two  sittings  of  the 
"Committee  would  deal  with  it.  Hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  blamed  the  hon. 
Member  for  West  Belfast  (Mr.  Sexton) 
for  referring    to  religious  differences, 

but  he  is  here  to  represent  Belfast,  and 
to  look  after  the  interests  of  the 
population  of  that  city.  We  have 
a  Catholic  population  of  70,000 
not  represented  on  the  Council, 
and  the  Corporation  is  seeking  an 
extension  of  powers  on  two  questions  in 
which  the  Catholics  are  deeply  in- 
terested. There  is  the  question  of  the 
industrial  schools,  in  connection  with 
which  the  question  of  religion  may 
arise  from  time  to  time,  and  if  the 
Council  be  an  exclusively  Protestant 
body  the  Catholics  cannot  expect  fair- 
play  and  justice  in  the  matter.  It  also 
applies  in  a  more  limited  sense  to  the 
asylums.  We  contend  that  there  is  a 
public  principle  in  this  Bill,  and  that 
the  promoters  must  be  content  to  accept 
this  Instruction,  or  to  have  the  question 
treated  on  its  merits  publicly.  On  the 
Belfast  Main  Drainage  Bill  the  hon. 
Member  for  West  Belfast  (Mr.  Sexton) 
raised  the  question  of  the  municipal 
iranchise,  which  was  subsequently  dealt 
with  in  a  public  manner,  and  the  Public 
Bodies  which  were  then  opposed  to  his 
action  have  since  thanked  him  for  the 
course  he  took.  In  the  City  of  Cork, 
with  a  municipal  population  of  80,000, 
there  are  seven  wards;  on  the  same 
basis  Belfast  ought  to  have  21  wards. 
If  the  Instruction  be  agreed  to  the  Com- 
mittee would  be  able  to  carry  it  into 
effect  in  one  or  two  sittings,  as  there 
are  already  two  or  three  schemes  on 
the  subject.  The  Royal  Commission 
itself  recommended  the  increase  of  the 
wards  to  15.  It  is  useless  for  hon. 
.Members  to  say  they  are  prepared  to 
concede  fair-play  to  the  70,000  Catholics 

Mr.  Picton 


of  Belfast  if  they  oppose  a  reasoi 
proposition  of  this  kind.     I  hope 
Members  will  allow  the  Instructic 
pass,  and  no  longer  give  an  exhib 
of  illiberality  and  bigotry. 

(4.23.)  The  CHAIRMAN  op  C 
MITTEES  (Mr.  Coubtney,  C 
wall,  Bodmin) :  The  hon.  Member 
West  Belfast  (Mr.  Sexton)  calls  at 

tion  to  the  fact  that  a  quarter  of 
population  of  that  city  is  Bo 
Catholic,  and  that  there  is  not  a  si 
Catholic  member  among  the  40  sit 
on  the  Council.  I  think,  Sir,  if  thi 
so,  it  is  a  very  grave  circumstano 
is  a  fact  to  be  condemned ;  a  fact  t 
remedied,  as  it  shows  that  in  the 
ministration  of  affairs  in  Belfast  a 
siderable  minority  has  no  share, 
not  think  it  follows  that  this  evil  ^ 
be  best  remedied  by  passing  the  Ins 
tion  proposed  by  the  hon.  Member 
appears  to  me  that  there  are  objec 
on  two  grounds.  In  the  first  pla 
would  throw  on  the  Committee  w 
had  to  deal  with  the  Instruction  a 
cult  task,  which  I  do  not  know 
the  Committee  would  be  able  to 
charge,  and  I  doubt  very  x 
whether,  if  they  could  carry  out 
Instruction,  it  would  quite  answer 
aim  which  the  hon.  Member  ha 
view.  To  give  this  Instruction  to 
Committee  is  to  impose  upon  it 
difficult  task  of  redistributing  the 
area  into  wards,  and  certainly  su 
proposition  would  never  be  consid 
in  spite  of  what  has  been  said  bj 
hon.  Member  for  Leicester  (Mr.  Pic 
in  reference  to  any  English  city.  We 
at  the  present  time  the- Binning 
Water  Bill  before  the  House,  a 
wonder  what  would  be  thought  oi 
proposition  to  re-consider,  say, 
Parliamentary  representation  of 
city  in  connection  with  that  Bill. 
hon.  Member  says  there  are  two 
portant  powers  entrusted  to  BeHai 
the  Bill;  so  there  is  a  new  p 
given  by  the  Birmingham  BilL 
hon.  Member  for  Cork  (Mr.  Flynn) 
that  it  would  be  easy  for  the  Comm 
to  carry  out  the  Instruction,  bee 
there  are  three  plans  to  select  from 
think  if  there  were  only  one  plan 
haps  it  might  be  easy,  bnt  with  t 
opposing  plans  the  difficulty  of 
matter  is  increased. 
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Mb.  SEXTON  :  Does  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  remember  that  the  Royal 
Commission  suggested  a  plan  ? 

Mb.  COURTNEY  :  Yes.    The  Com- 
mission  suggested  a  plan,  but  it  seems 
to  have  been  so  unfavourably  received 
flat  the  two'Local  Bodies  proposed  two 
other  separate  plans.    All  these  plans 
He  eleven  years  old,  and  the  popula- 
tion of  Belfast  has  grown  considerably 
■noe  then.     I  do  not  think  it  can  be 
seriously  suggested  that  this  would  be 
a  convenient  way  to  settle  the  question ; 
Sit  is  to  be  done  at  all  it  should  be 
by    a    special    Bill.     The    hon. 
Member  for  West  Belfast  (Mr.  Sexton) 
i  the  question  of  the  municipal 
franchise  again  and  again    on   other 
Belfast  Private  Bills,  and  I  also  felt 
it  to  be  my  duty  to  oppose  the  principle 
then.     There  may  be  some  ground  for 
Mug  something,  but  I  do  not  know 
whether  if  the  city  were  divided  into 
an   additional    number  of  wards   the 
Catholics  would  get  more  representa- 
on  the  Council.    We  have  already 
had  some  experience,  and  it  tends  to 
ive  the  hope  that  there  would  be 
Orthotic  representation  on  the  Corpora- 
tion.    I   will  point  out  to  the    hon. 
Member  a  simple  way  of  securing  his 
object.      He    can    propose    a    simple 
clause,  when  the  Bill  comes  down  for 
veport  on  Third  Reading,  requiring  that 
b  future  municipal  elections  in  Belfast 
the  principle  of  cumulative  voting  shall 
he  applied.    He  might  then  get  full 
^presentation  for  the  Catholics  in  a 
simpler    manner    than    would 
the    case  under    his  present    pro- 

(4.27.)  Mr.  KNOX  (Cavan,  W.) :  I  ven- 

|tne  to  think  that  in  one  argument  he 

the  right  hon.   Gentleman   was 

a    misapprehension    as    to    the 

He  says  if  an  English  Bill  were 

luced,  with  the  same  object,  the 

[Boose  would  not  listen  to  a  proposal 

a  re-arrangement  of  the  wards  of  an 

city  as    part    of  the  Bill.     I 

with  him,   but  why?    Because 

is  a  special  general  provision  in 

•Municipal  Corporations  Act  for  the 

ibution  of  the  wards  of  English 

under  which  a  Commissioner  is 

|*Bt  down  by  the  HQme  Secretary ;  he 

^0^^e8   into  the  circumstances,  and 

Abides  the  city  into  new  wards.     In 

bland  there  is  no  such  provision,  and 


the  only  way  we  can  get  a  re-distribu- 
tion is  to  come  to  this  House  and  in- 
sert a  provision  in  a  Private  Bill.  This, 
therefore,  is  not  an  unusual  way ;  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  it  is  the  only  way  in 
which  we  can  attempt  to  do  it. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chair- 
man of  Ways  and  Means  seems  to 
think  that  if  minorities  are  not  to  be 
represented  on  Hare's^  system,  they 
ought  not  to  be  represented  at  all. 
What  the  Irish  Members  want  is  that' 
it  should  be  done  in  the  same  simple 
and  efficacious  way  such  as  is  adopted 
in  English  towns.  It  would  be  quite 
easy  to  divide  Belfast  into  wards,  and 
there  would  be  no  necessity  for  going 
into  lengthy  details  in  a  Bill ;  it  could 
be  done  by  some  impartial  persons, 
such  as  the  Ordnance  Survey  Commis- 
sioners named  in  the  Bill.  Let  it  be 
borne  in  mind  that  in  this  Bill  it  is 
proposed  for  the  first  time  to  give 
powers  intimately  connected  with  reli- 
gion in  Belfast  to  the  Belfast  Muni- 
cipality. I  think  if  you  give  these  new 
powers  you  should  at  the  same  time 
provide  for  the  representation  of  the 
religious  minority. 

(4.35.)  Mr.  A.  BLANE  (Armagh,  S.) : 
I  know  that  Armagh  and  other  towns 
in  the  North  of  Ireland  are  most 
anxious  that  their  boundaries  should 
be  extended.  What  all  the  Irish 
Members  are  asking  for  is  that  this- 
House  should  deal  with  Belfast  as  it 
deals  with  Birmingham  and  Liverpool 
and  other  English  towns.  The  Presby- 
terian Body  of  Belfast  are  as 
much  interested  in  this  matter  as 
the  Catholics  are,  for  they  are 
almost  in  the  same  need  of  representa- 
tion, so  that  this  is  a  question  which 
interests  them  quite  as  much  as  it 
interests  the  Roman  Catholics.  There 
are  many  of  the  divisions  in  Belfast 
where  a  Presbyterian  has  no  chance  of 
being  returned  to  the  Municipal  Corpo- 
ration, and  the  Presbyterian  Body  are, 
therefore,  most  intimately  concerned  in 
the  question.  This  question  of  the 
representation  of  minorities  is  one 
which  requires  the  serious  attention  of 
the  House,  and  particularly  as  it  affects 
the  North  of  Ireland.  I  can  speak  for 
the  City  of  Armagh,  and  I  say  that  it  is 
much  required.  In  Belfast  not  only 
the  Roman  Catholic,  but  the  Presby* 
terian  is  deprived  of  representation — 
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wholly  and  completely  deprived  of  it,  I 
might  say ;  and  we  ask  the  House  to 
remedy  this  disgraceful  condition  of 
affairs.  I  think  the  House  should  listen 
to  the  appeal  that  is  being  made  to  it, 
-and  that,  at  least,  it  should  direct  that 
there  be  some  result  for  all  the  trouble 
and  all  the  expense  that  has  been  gone 
to  in  giving  evidence  before  the  Muni- 
cipal Boundary  Commissioners. 

(4.4O0  Mb.  J.  PINKERTON  (Gal- 
way)  :  I  am  compelled  to  say  that  this 
matter  should  not,  in  my  opinion,  be 
managed  simply  in  accordance  with  the 
ideas  that  are  so  constantly  promul- 
gated in  Orange  Lodges;  nor  should 
it  be  managed  in  accordance  with 
the  ideas  of  a  Tory  Municipality.  It 
is  only  right  that  the  Government 
should  express  their  intentions  with 
regard  to  this  matter,  which  I  regard  as 
one  of  great  importance.  We  in  the 
North  of  Ireland  regard  the  question  as 
one  of  vast  importance,  and  we  ask  the 
House  to  interfere  in  relation  to  it. 
Why  should  not  such  a  division  of  Bel- 
fast into  wards  be  effected  as  would 
give  the  Catholic  population  at  least  a 
fair  representation  on  the  Municipal 
Corporation?  Belfast  occupies  at 
present  quite  an  exceptional  position. 
'  The  Tories  there  have,  in  fact,  reduced 
intolerant  practices  to  an  exact  science ; 
they  have  crushed  out  the  Presbyterian 
Body;  they  have  crushed  out  the 
Catholic  Body ;  they  have  managed  to 
keep  the  representation  to  themselves, 
and  not  in  Great  Britain  can  you  find 
a  place  in  which  there  is  such  distinct 
exclusiveness  exercised ;  no  man  who 
is  not  prepared  to  bow  the  knee  to 
the  Grand  Lama  of  Toryism  has,  in 
fact,  a  chance  of  filling  any  office  in 
Belfast.  I  hold  that  the  opposition  to 
the  measure  is  fully  justified,  and  that 
we  are  fully  justified  in  fighting  the 
matter,  having  regard  to  the  importance 
of  the  question  and  the  number  of 
people  who  are  interested  in  its 
solution. 

(4.45.)  Sib  WILLIAM  HARCOURT 
(Derby) :  I  think  the  constituencies 
will  have  to  consider  whether  it  is  for 
the  advantage  of  the  House  that  they 
should  find  themselves  discussing 
Irish  matters  of  purely  local  interest 
night  after  night.  I  think  the 
proceedings  to-night  foim  an  illus- 
tration of  the  method  by  which  this 

Mr.  A.  Blane 


House  deals  with    Irish    affairs,  but 
under  the  existing  circumstances,  the 
discussion  could  not  be  avoided.     Still, 
it  will  be  for  the  country  to  consider 
whether  the  system  ought  not  to  be 
changed.     But  the   most  appropriate 
course  for  dealing  with  a  matter  of 
this  kind  is  not  by  Private  Bill  or  by 
Resolution.      Everybody,    I    suppose, 
admits  that  the  present  distribution  of 
the  wards  in  Belfast  has  caused  great 
political  and  religious  injustice  in  that 
city.     Under  the  English    Municipal 
Corporations  Act  there  is  a  machinery 
for  the  re-distribution  of  wards  where 
altered  circumstances  demand  such  a  ra 
change;    but  in  Ireland  there  is  no  « 
such    power    under    present    condi- 
tions.   You  say  that  you  are  willing  to 
extend  equal  justice  to  Ireland  as  to 
England.    Why  do  you  not  do  it  ?    I 
say  that  if  this  power  which  exists  in  ; 
England  be  not  extended  to  Ireland, 
the  Government  will  be  guilty  of  in- 
justice to  Ireland  in  spite  of  their  pro- 
testations.   I  ask  the  Government,  will 
they  undertake  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for 
the    purpose    of     dealing    with    this 
question;   or  will  they  undertake  in 
some  way  to  do  what  is  necessary,  so 
as  to  give  Belfast  the  same  rights  and 
the  same  measure  of  justice  as  lias  been 
given    to    English    cities    under    the 
Municipal    Corporations  Act?     I    do 
hope  that  the  Government  will  take 
this  matter  in  hand,  and  not  leave  it  in 
the  condition  in  which  it  is  at  present. 
(4.53.)    The  FIRST  LORD  of  thx 
TREASURY    (Mr.    A.    J.    Balfoub,  _ 
Manchester,  E.) :     I  am   afraid    the  .- 
right  hon.  Gentleman  has  lost  sight  of  ^ 
two  important  matters.    We  are  told  v 
that  the  grievance  in  Belfast  is  that  the  ^ 
distribution   of    wards    has    been   80    = 
designed     that    although    one-fourth  1; 
of  the  population  is  Catholic  still  the 
whole  of  the  Municipal  Corporation  is    -: 
Protestant,    and    that    the     RomM    H 
Catholics   cannot   get    representation 
upon    the    Corporation.    The   Hamt 
must  not  run  away  with  the  idea,  as  I 
am  afraid  the  right  hon.   Gentleman 
would  have  it  do,  that  such  a  grievanes, 
be  that  grievance  great  or  small,  wootf 
be  removed  if  we  were  to  apply  to  b* 
land  the  same  legislation  as  exists  in 
England.    Let  it  be  recollected  tW 
under  the  English  Act,  when  there  fr 
a  question  affecting  the  distribution  dt 
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wards  in  towns,  the  Home  Secretary 
has  only  power  to  move  in  the  matter 
when  two-thirds  of  the  Town  Council 
petition  him  to  exercise  his  power.  In 
a  ease  like  Belfast,  where  it  is  said  the 
Council  all  take  the  one  view,  I  ask,  what 
probability  is  there  that  a  two-thirds 
majority  of  the  Council  would  petition 
the  Home  Secretary  to  take  action  in 
the  matter?  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man seems  to  think  that  the  state  of 
things  which  he  describes  as  connected 
with  Belfast  is  peculiar  to  Belfast,  and 
to  Belfast  only.  It  is  nothing  of  the 
kind.  I  understand  that  a  Bill  is 
shortly  to  be  brought  into  the  House  to 
enable  the  wards  in  Liverpool  to  be  re- 
distributed, the  difference  in  the  size  of 
the  wards  being  at  present  immense. 
Bat  I  am  informed  that  the  Home 
Bnle  Party  in  Liverpool  made  such 
strong  resistance  to  the  proposal 
that  two  -  thirds  of  the  Council 
-should  petition  the  Home  Secretary 
to  take  action  that  it  was  absolutely 
impossible  to  set  matters  right  in 
the  manner  proposed.  The  second 
point  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
has  overlooked  is  not  less  interesting. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  appealed  to 
the  Government  to  bring  in  a  Bill 
dealing  with  this  question.  Well,  my 
reply  is,  that  the  Government  have 
brought  in  a  Bill  to  deal  with  it.  If  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  only  taken 

C'ns  to  read  the  Bill,  which  I  con- 
s  he  has  spent  a  good  deal  of  time 
in  denouncing,  if  he  had  read  through 
the  clause  of  the  Irish  Local  Govern- 
ment Bill — a  Bill  which  could  hardly 
be  mentioned  in  his  presence  without 
moving  him  to  indignation — he  would 
have  seen  that  the  Government  propose 
measures  by  means  of  which  the  re- 
distribution of  Irish  boundaries  can  be 
stated  more  easily  than  can  those  of 
wards  in  English  towns  at  present.     I 
Drink  the  Government  is  doing  more 
tan  justice  to  Ireland  by  giving  her 
ft  more  complete    method  of  dealing 
with  this  difficulty  than  any  method 
Joesessedby  the  Municipal  Corporations 
tf  England. 

(4.C7.)  Mb.  H.  H.  FOWLER 
Wolverhampton,  E.) :  I  think  when 
«e  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  First 
lord  of  the  Treasury  talks  of  a  remedy 
*Mch  will  be  applied  to  the  grievances 
of  Belfast    under  the  Local  Govern- 


ment Bill,  he  refers  to  a  very  dim  and 
distant  future.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man has  referred  to  the  case  of  Liverpool. 
I  ask  the  House  to  say,  if  the  grievance 
was  felt  as  strongly  in  Liverpool  as 
it  is  in  Belfast,  and  if  the  Corpora- 
tion of  Liverpool  were  to  come  to  this 
House  for  aid,  would  not  the  House 
take  good  care  to  give  it  ?  We  have 
now  an  opportunity  of  remedying  this 
grievance,  a  grievance  which  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  does  not  deny,  and  I 
ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  why  not 
therefore  act  at  once  ?  I  admit  that 
the  way  in  which  it  is  proposed  to 
apply  the  remedy  is  not  the  best  way  ; 
but  let  the  Government  propose  a 
better  plan,  and  we  will  accept  it. 

Mr.  O'KELLY  (Roscommon,  N.) : 
I  think  the  speech  of  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury  affords  the  best  justifi- 
cation for  the  Motion  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  West  Belfast.  If  the 
Government  will  not  introduoe  a  Bill 
to  remove  the  grievance  which  is  com- 
plained of,  and  will  not  allow  this 
Instruction  to  go  on  the  Minutes, 
because  they  have  already  provided  a 
remedy  for  the  grievance  in  the  Irish 
Local  Government  Bill — if  that  Bill 
ever  becomes  law,  and  the  probabilities 
are  that  it  will  not  become  law — in 
the  meantime  they  get  through  this 
Bill  increasing  the  powers  of  the  Bel- 
fast Corporation.  Therefore,  they  will 
increase  their  powers  without  removing 
the  grievance  which  they  admit. 
What  I  propose  is  that,  if  the  Govern- 
ment are  in  earnest,  they  should 
postpone  this  Bill  until  after  the 
passing  of  the  Local  Government  Bill, 
if  they  are  honest.  If  they  are  not 
honest,  then  I  think  it  is  the  duty  of 
this  House  to  take  such  measures  as 
are  possible  to  prevent  this  Bill  going 
any  further. 

♦(5.3.)  Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN 
fMonaghan,  N.) :  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  has  given  Liverpool  as  an 
instance  of  the  re-distribution  of  wards, 
and  has  stated  that  it  was  only 
the  Home  Rulers  in  Liverpool  who 
were  a  stumbling-block  in  the  way 
of  the  re-distribution  of  wards  in 
Liverpool.  ("  Hear,  hear.")  I  beg  to 
tell  the  hon.  Member  who  says  "  hear, 
hear  !  "  and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
that  that  is  not  the  case.    Many  years 
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before  the  Home  Rule  question  be- 
came a  burning  question  in  Liverpool, 
or  had  a  representation  in  the  Town 
Council  of  that  city,  there  were  several 
motions  for  the  re-distribution  of  the 
wards  of  that  city,  and  they  were 
always  "opposed  by  the  Tory  party, 
who  held  a  monopoly  of  that  city  for 
over  50  years  before,  and  tried  so  to 
jerrymander  the  re-distribution  as  to 
continue  for  50  years  more  to  be 
masters.  The  Liberal  party  of  the 
city  had  increased  up  to  the  year  1882, 
and  were  nearly  able  to  control  the 
city  by  the  election  of  Mayor ;  and  it 
was  only  when  the  Tory  party  got 
alarmed  in  that  way  that  they  then 
put  forward  at  that  particular  period  a 
movement  for  the  re-distribution  of  the 
city ;  because  they  wanted  to  in- 
corporate with  the  city  the  suburbs, 
the  snobocracy  of  the  city,  so  that 
they  might  be  able  to  make  up  for 
what  they  had  lost  in  the  central 
wards  of  the  city,  by  re-distribution. 
I  feel  bound  to  say,  in  justice  to 
the  citizens  of  Liverpool  that  the 
religious  question  never  entered  into 
this  dispute.  The  people  have  been 
generally  willing  to  let  the  Catholics 
have  a  fair  representation,  although 
they  are  one-third  of  the  city.  I 
wish  to  refer  to  that  part  of  the 
speech  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
South  Belfast  where  he  said  that 
Belfast  disapproved  of  revolutionary 
projects.  Well,  it  is  something  new  to 
me  to  hear  that  Belfast  and  the  North 
of  Ireland  disapproves  of  revolutionary 
projects.  I  thought  that  Belfast  and 
the  North  of  Ireland  were  supporters 
of  the  pretensions  of  the  Duke  of  Cum- 
berland to  get  on  the  Throne  of 
England  when  all  the  rest  of  Ireland — 

Mr.  JOHNSTON  (Belfast,  S.):  I 
beg  to  deny  this  accusation  of  treason. 

Mr.  P.  O'BRIEN :  Undoubtedly,  if 
history  is  not  altogether  a  lie,  the 
Orangemen  of  Ireland  did  support  the 
pretensions  of  the  Duke  of  Cumberland 
to  get  on  the  Throne  of  England. 
There  never  was  a  revolution  in  Ire- 
land that  had  not  its  headquarters  and 
its  best  supporters  in  the  North  of 
Ireland.  I  wish  also  to  refer  to  the 
speech  of  the  hon.  Baronet  the  Member 
for  North  Belfast,  which  to  my  mind 
throws  a  flood  of  light  on  the  proceed- 
ings of  five  or  six  years  ago,  namely, 

Mr.  Patrick  O'Brien 


the  riots  of  Belfast  on  that  occasion. 
We  heard  that  out  of  the  works  on  the 
Queen's  Island,  presided  over  by  the 
hon.  Baronet,  men  were  allowed  to 
carry  out  tons  of  nuts  and  bolt-heads 
in  their  pockets  to  fire  at  the  heads  of 
Catholics— (Cries of  "Order,  order  !  ") 

Mr.  SPEAKER:  Order, order!  The 
question  of  the  Belfast  riots  has  nothing 
to  do  with  the  Bill  before  the  House. 

*Mr.  P.  O'BRIEN :  I  beg  to  with- 
draw the  expression.  I  do  hope  the 
House  will  support  the  Motion  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  West  Belfast,  and  give 
the  people  a  fair  representation.  I 
think  it  could  be  very  easily  done ;  and  I 
think  the  Government  should  give  us 
some  assurance  that  if  it  cannot  be  done 
in  this  Bill  they  will  use  the  powers  they 
have  to  see  that  people  get  fair  repre- 
sentation. 

(5.6.)  Mr.  NEVILLE  (Liverpool, 
Exchange) :  As  I  understand,  the  Irish 
Representatives  put  before  the  House  a 
grievanoe,which  is  fully  admitted,  with 
regard  to  the  re-distribution  of  the- 
wards  of  Belfast,  and  the  Government 
have  been  already  appealed  to  from  the 
Front  Opposition  Bench  as  well  as  by 
Members  below  the  Gangway,  and  they 
have  refused  to  undertake  to  propose  or 
support  any  measure  of  relief  for  the 
remedy  of  this  grievance — ("No*  no!") 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR  :  I  have  dis- 
tinctly told  the  House  that  we  have 
amply  dealt  with  the  subject  in  the  Bill 
now  before  the  House. 

Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOUBT :  I 
should  like  to  ask — ("  Order,  order !") 

Mr.  NEVILLE :  Any  special  peculiar 
remedy  with  regard  to  Belfast.    Now  , 
it  has  been  pointed  out  that  there  is  a    : 
Bill  which  is  directed  to  the  special    ■ 
remedy  of  a  legitimate    grievance   in    ; 
Liverpool — ("No")— *nd    I    ask   the 
House  to  pay  attention  to  the  attitude 
of  the  Government  to-day,  and  to  recol- 
lect it,  and  bear  it  in  mind  when  that 
other  Bill  comes  before  the  House ;  and 
I  ask  them  to  contrast  the  attitude  of 
the  Government  to-day  with  what  we 
on  this  side  of  the  House  know  will  be   j 
the  attitude  of  the  Government  when 
this  Bill  relating  to  Liverpool,  which  i* 
supported  by    the    Liverpool    Tories 
comes  to  be  dealt  with. 

(5.10.)  Sir  CHARLES  RUSSELL 
(Hackney,  S.) :  I  am  afraid  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  First  Lord  hasa  very 
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imperfect  acquaintance  with  the  pro- 
mmaDB  of  that  great  measure,  the  Local 
Government  Bill  for  Ireland.  He 
Ins  assured  the  House  that  the 
Government,  by  that  Bill,  are  going  to 
■provide  a  remedy  for  the  state  of  things 
^existing  in  Belfast ;  and  I  presume  he 
raters  to  the  30th  clause  of  that  Bill. 
He  cannot  have  read  it,  or  he  would 
not  have  misled  the  House ;  he  would 
not  have  made  that  statement.  The 
daase  provides,  that,  "  Whenever 
it  is  represented  by  the  Council  of 
any  County,  Borough,  or  Municipal 
Borough  " — I  omit  the  other  words — 
then  the  proceedings  may  be  taken. 
What  remedy  is  that  to  begin  with  ? 

Mb.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  Will 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
-allow  me  to  interrupt  him  ?  I  desired 
to  reply  to  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  Derby ;  and 
I  said  that  while  the  English  Act 
required  two-thirds  of  the  Council  to 
take  action,  the  Local  Government 
Bill  for  Ireland  only  required  a 
majority.  And,  therefore,  my  conten- 
tion was  that  we  had  not  only  proposed 
to  do  all  that  had  been  done  for 
England,  but  to  do  more  than  had 
been  done  for  England. 

Sib  CHARLES  RUSSELL  :  I  hope 
the  supporters  of  the  First  Lord  are 
content  with  that  explanation.  It 
seems  to  me  to  fall  very  far  short  of 
being  a  satisfactory  one.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  made  that  statement 
in  reply  to  my  right  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Derby,  no  doubt,  but  he 
went  on  to  say — and  I  believe  he  was 
understood  by  the  House  to  say — that 
in  the  measure  which  the  Govern- 
ment were  bringing  forward  they 
would  provide  a  remedy  for  the  case 
of  Belfast.  Now,  we  all  know  that  it 
k  not  a  question  of  the  division  of 
(trties  in  the  Council  at  Belfast,  for 
they  are  all  of  the  one  political  com- 

eon ;  and,  therefore,  under  this 
1  Government  Bill,  if  it  ever  be- 
•ome  law,  the  grievance  would  be  as 
great  as  it  is  at  the  present  moment, 
tod  this  Bill  would  afford  no  adequate 
ftmedy  whatever.  I  agree  with  my 
light  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
Wolverhampton,  that  nobody  can 
*y  this  is  tie  most  convenient 
Way  of  dealing  with  the  question  ;  but 
ft  &  the  only  way  we  have,   and  cer- 

YOL.  I.  [new  series.] 


tainly,  having  an  opportunity  of  dealing 
with  it,  and  of  taking  the  expression  of 
the  opinion  of  the  House  upon  it,  we 
do  not  intend  to  lose  that  opportunity. 
Question  put. 

The    House    divided: — Ayes     172; 
Noes  195.— (Div.  List,  No.  13.) 

MOTIONS. 


THE  ELECTRIC  AND  CABLE  RAILWAY 

SCHEMES. 

Mb.  WHITMORE  (Chelsea)  :  I 
rise  to  move  the  Resolution  which 
stands  in  my  name.  There  is  no 
doubt  at  all  that  the  result  of 
the  labours  of  the  Joint  Committee 
that  sat  in  1864  was  to  give  London  a 
perfect  system  of  external  communica- 
tion. Numerous  important  schemes 
for  electric  and  cable  lines  are  now 
before  Parliament,  and  if  they  are  con- 
sidered independently  the  result  may 
be  that  London  will  be  intersected 
by  unnecessary  and  even  conflicting 
lines,  when  what  is  wanted  is  a  scheme 
as  comprehensive  and  perfect  as  that 
of  1864.  It  is  in  the  hope  that  that 
will  be  the  outcome  of  the  labours  of  a. 
Joint  Committee  that  I  venture  to  move 
this  Resolution. 

♦Mr.  T.  H.  BOLTON  (St.  Pancras, 
N.) :  Sir,  I  rise  to  second  the  Motion.  I 
brought  forward  a  portion  of  this  subject 
last  Session  in  connection  with  a  Bill  for 
the  construction  of  a  tunnel  railway 
from  the  City  to  the  West  End,  and  the 
question  then  raised  was  how  far  the 
people  of  London  had  some  right  to 
compensation  for  the  interference  with 
the  subsoil  of  the  streets.  That  is  an 
important  question,  and  will,  I  suppose, 
come  before  the  Committee.  There  is 
the  larger  question  as  to  the  general 
arrangements  with  reference  to  these 
railways— the  level,  the  sort  of  cuttings, 
the  size,  the  direction  they  shall  take, 
and  the  dealing  with  the  subsoil  of 
private  property  that  they  may  disturb. 
The  Reference  to  the  (Committee  will 
probably  cover  all  these  questions,  so 
that  all  the  important  subjects  raised 
can  be  considered. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

"That  a  Joint  Committee  of  Lords  and 
Commons  be  appointed  to  consider  the  best 
method  of  dealing  with  the  Electric  and  Cable 
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.  Railway  Schemes  proposed  to  be  saoctioned 
within  the  limits  of  the  Metropolis  by  Bills  in- 
troduced, or  to  be  introduced,  in  the  present 
Session,  and  to  report  their  opinion  as  to 
.whether  underground  Railways  worked  by 
electricity  or  cable  traction  are  calculated  to 
afford  sufficient  accommodation  for  the  present 
and  probable  future  traffic ;  as  to  whether 
any,  and  which,  of  the  Schemes  propose  satis- 
factory lines  of  route ;  as  to  the  terms  and 
conditions  under  which  the  subsoil  should  be 
appropriated ;  whether  any,  and.  if  any,  what 
Schemes  should  not  be  proceeded  with  during 
the  present  Session."— (Afr.  Whitmore.) 

Mb.  KIMBER  (Wandsworth):  I 
rise  to  move,  as  an  addition  to  the 
Resolution,  to  add  after  the  word 
11  Session  "  these  words — 

"  And  that  such  Committee  have  power  to 
hear  the  parties  promoting  such  Bill,  and,  if 
desired  by  them,  receive  evidence  thereon." 

Sir,  in  moving  this  addition  I  desire  to 
say  that  I  quite  concur  in  the  object  of 
the  Resolution  moved  by  my  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  Chelsea,  and  all  I  wish  is 
to  give  power  to  the  Committee  to  hear 
parties  and  witnesses  before  pronounc- 
ing any  judgment  which  might  arrest 
the  progress  of  many  valuable  schemes. 
There  are  already  lodged  no  fewer  than 
seven  Bills  of  which  this  Committee 
would,  doubtless,  take  cognizance  and 
examine  into,  in  order  to  test  the  prin- 
ciples which  they  may  lay  down  for  the 
guidance  of  Parliament.  But  it  would 
be  most  unfair  to  those  who  have  come 
to  this  House  with  their  Bills,  having 
incurred  great  expense  and  expecting 
that  their  Bills  would  be  considered  in 
the  usual  way  by  a  Select  Committee — 
I  say  it  would  be  most  unfair  to  these 
parties  if,  without  calling  upon  them  to 
show  cause,  the  Joint  Committee  were 
to  report  that  these  schemes  should  not 
be  proceeded  with.  I  therefore  move 
my  Amendment. 

Amendment  proposed, 

At  the  end  of  the  Question,  to  add  the 
words,  "  and  that  such  Committee  have  power 
to  hear  the  parties  promoting  such  Bills,  and, 
if  desired  by  them,  receive  evidence  thereon." 
—{Mr.  Kimber.) 

Question  proposed,  '*  That  those 
words  be  there  added." 

Mr.  COURTNEY  :  Sir,  I  hope  the 
hon.  Member  will  consent  to  the  with- 
drawal of  these  words  for  the  present. 
There  is  a  great  deal  in  what  he  said 
that  is,  in  my  opinion,  of  a  decisive 
character.  It  would  be  very  unfair 
that  the  Joint  Committee  should  express 


an  opinion  upon  a  particular  schem 
without  hearing  from  the  promote] 
whether  it  is  part  of  a  general  seheoc 
or  what  were  its  merits.  However, 
will  not  enter  into  those  points.  I  onl 
rose  to  ask  the  hon.  Member  not  in  tfc 
meantime  to  press  the  words,  which  hav 
not  been  under  the  consideration*  < 
the  noble  Lord  the  Chairman  of  Con 
mittees  in  the  other  House,  but  t 
allow  the  Resolution  to  pass  in  it 
original  form ;  and  if  he  does  that, 
will  take  care  that  the  words  ai 
brought  under  the  notice  of  the  nobl 
Lord  and  of  the  Joint  Committee. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 
Original  Question  again  proposed. 

♦Mr.  ISAACS  (Walworth) :  I  entirel 
agree  with  the  hon.  Member  fc 
Chelsea;  but  with  reference  to  th 
Report  of  this  Joint  Committee,  I  thin 
it  should  be  understood  that  thei 
should  in  the  matter  of  these  eleotri 
railways  be  no  such  result  from  th 
Committee  as  that  resulting  from  tt 
Committee  which  sat  in  1864.  It 
very  much  the  habit  of  Parliament  1 
lay  down  rules  as  regards  Metrepi 
litan  and  other  Railways,  and  to  lea 
people  to  believe,  when  assenting  i 
these  schemes,  that  they  will  not  sani 
tion  any  competitive  lines.  In  1864  th 
Committee  laid  it  down  that  the  grec 
trunk  thoroughfares,  such  as  Oxfor 
Street  and  II  x bridge  Road,  should  not  I 
interfered  with  in  any  way  for  tr 
formation  of  railway  hues.  Ninetec 
millions  of  money  have  been  spent  i 
underground  railways  in  London  UB<k 
the  impression  that  Parliament,  bavin 
imposed  that  condition,  would  not  I 
any  subsequent  period  have  allows 
these  thoroughfares,  which  the  pn 
moters  I  allude  to  were  precluded  m* 
touching,  to  be  interfered  with.  Not 
withstanding,  however,  the  Report  c 
the  Joint  Committee  in  1864,  Pftriu 
ment  last  year  sanctioned  the  Cento! 
London  Railway  Bill  for  a  line  of  nj 
from  Shepherd's  Bush  to  the  City.  Look 
ing  to  the  fact  that  for  railway  eater 
prises  money  must  necessarily  be  larg^ 
subscribed,  it  would  be  well  to  be* 
in  mind,  when  laying  down  «T 
special  rules  for  lines  of  raOwa| 
that  people  who  promote  sohenfl 
expect  when  the  routes  are  onoe  SB* 
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they  will  not  be  interfered  with  by 
competing  line. 

■in  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

lOtved,  That  a  Joint  Committee  of  Lords 
Somrnoni  be  appointed  to  consider  the 
Mtfcotf  of  dealing  with  the  Electric  and 
►Railway  Schemes  propoaed  to  be  sanc- 
1  within  the  limits  of  the  Metropolis  by 
fartrodoced,  or  to  be  introduced,  in  the 
at  Session,  and  to  report  their  opinion 
whether  underground  Railways  worked 
wtvicky  or  cable  traction  are  calculated 
Cord  sufficient  accommodation  for  the 
nt  and  probable  future  traffic ;  as  to 
Mr  any,  and  which,  of  the  Schemes  pro- 
satisfactory  lines  of  route;  as  to  the 
( and  conditions  under  which  the  subsoil 
d  be  appropriated ;  whether  any,  and,  if 
that  Schemes  should  not  be  proceeded 
losing  the  present  Session. 

tiered,  That  a  Message  be  sent  to 
lords  to  communicate  this  Resolu- 
and  desire  their  concurrence. 


NEW  WRITS  IS8UED. 
r  County  of  Wexford   (Northern 
don),  v.  John  E.  Redmond,  Esq., 
or    of    Northstead. — (Sir  Thomas 
mde.) 

>r  Borough  of  Belfast  (East  Di- 
n),  v.  Edward  Samuel  Wesley 
lobftin,  Usq.,  expelled  this  House. 
W.  Ahen-Douglas.) 

OOR  LAW  (IRELAND)  RELIEF. 

oved  for — 

stnrn  showing,  as  regards  each  Poor  Law 
a  in  Ireland,the  number  of  Persons  of  each 
f  66  years  of  age  and  upwards,  and  the 
*r  under  66  years  of  age  who  have  attained 
tars  of  age,  and  the  number  of  Children 
r  16  years  of  age,  in  receipt  from  Boards 
tatruans  of  Indoor  Relief  or  Outdoor 
t  respectively,  during  the  twelve  months 
1  at  Lady  Day,  1892*—  (Mr.  Mahmy.) 

k.  RITCHIE:  I  think  the  hon. 
Ataman  has  put  down  a  Motion  for 
Btarn  in  the  same  language  as  the 
am  I  moved  for  England.  We  are 
ridering  an  alteration  with  the  view 
getting  a  little  more  information, 
1  perhaps  the  hon.  Gentleman 
1  postpone  his  Motion  for  a  day  or 
>,  so  that  we  may  have  the  English 
I  Irish  Returns  uniform. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 
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SUPPLEMENTARY  8CHOOL  GRANTS. 

Mr.  MACLURE  (Lancashire,  S.E., 
Stretford):  I  beg  to  ask  the  Vice 
President  of  the  Committee  of 
Council  on  Education  whether,  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  in  many  dis- 
tricts the  fee  grant  of  10s.  per  head 
on  average  attendance,  conceded  by 
the  Assisted  Education  Act  of  1891, 
does  not  equal  the  fees  paid  before  the 
passing  of  the  Act,  and  as  it  is  im- 
possible to  free  all  the  schools  in  such 
districts  without  inflicting  great  hard- 
ship upon  their  managers  and  sup- 
porters, the  Government  will  bring  in 
a  Bill  to  enable  County  Councils  to 
supplement  the  new  fee  grant  by  a  sum 
equal  to  the  difference  between  the 
grant  and  the  average  fee  paid  in  the 
district  under  its  jurisdiction  during 
the  last  school  year  ended  the  1st  of 
January,  1891,  provided  that  in  all 
schools  receiving  such  supplementary 
grant  the  fees  shall  be  either  abolished  t 
or  reduced  by  the  amount  of  the  said  ' 
grant? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  op  the 
COUNCIL  (Sir  W.  Habt  Dyke,  Kent, 
Dartford) :  It  was  not  the  intention  of 
the  Elementary  Education  Act,  1891, 
to  abolish  the  payment  of  fees  in  all 
classes  of  schools,  and,  as  at  present 
advised,  I  fear  I  cannot  undertake  the 
introduction  of  a  Bill  for  the  objects 
suggested  in  the  question  of  my  hon. 
Friend. 

TORPEDO  VESSEL8. 

Mr.  GOURLEY  (Sunderland):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admi- 
ralty whether  he  has,  or  whether  he 
intends  organising  in  detail,  a  plan  of 
campaign  for  the  various  types  of  ships 
comprising  the  squadrons  of  the  Navy ; 
if  so,  has  he  considered  the  part  likely 
to  be  demanded  of  vessels  of  the  torpedo 
class ;  and  whether  he  is  aware  that 
Foreign  Maritime  Powers  attach  more 
importance  to  this  description  of  naval 
warfare  than  the  British  Admiralty ;  the 
French  Minister  of  Marine  having  pro- 
vided France  with  184,  and  the  Italian 
Minister  of  Marine  Italy  with  12S 
torpedo  vessels,  as  against  85  now  in 
the  British  Navy  ? 
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The  FIRST  LORD  of  the  ADMI- 
RALTY (Lord  Geoboe  Hamilton,  Mid- 
dlesex, Ealing) :  The  subject  mentioned 
in  the  first  sentence  of  the  question  has 
received  all  the  attention  which  its 
importance  deserves,  and  the  employ- 
ment of  all  classes  of  ships  likely  to  be 
used  in  war  has,  of  course,  not  been 
omitted  from  the  consideration  of  the 
Admiralty.  We  have  no  reason  to 
suppose  that  any  Foreign  Naval  Power 
attaches  more  importance  than  we  do 
to  any  description  of  naval  warfare ; 
but  it  is  quite  likely  that  Continental 
Powers  are  alive  to  the  policy  of  em- 
ploying the  methods  best  adapted  to 
their  own  peculiar  circumstances, 
instead  of  copying  those  suited  to  other 
countries,  of  which  the  maritime  condi- 
tions are  different. 


THE  AUTUMN  MILITARY  MANOEUVRES. 

Mb.  GOURLEY :  I  bee  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  if,  during 
the  Autumn  Manoeuvres  of  the  troops 
quartered  at  Aldershot  and  elsewhere. 
His  Royal  Highness  the  Commander  in 
Chief  attended  and  superintended  the 
operations;  and  whether  he  intends 
issuing  an  official  Report  of  the 
Manoeuvres  similar  to  that  of  the  Admi- 
ralty regarding  the  Naval  Manoeuvres  ? 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
WAR  (Mr.  E.  Stanhope,  Lincolnshire, 
Horncastle) :  There  have  not  been 
Autumn  Manoeuvres  for  several  years ; 
but  there  have  been  at  Aldershot  and 
in  other  commands  exercises  in  the 
field  of  troops  stationed  there.  These 
were  under  the  respective  Generals 
commanding,  who  reported  for  His 
Royal  Higbness's  information.  Such 
drills  were  not  analogous  to  the  Naval 
Manoeuvres,  and  it  is  not  intended  to 
publish  a  Report  upon  them. 

THE  ALLOWANCES  OF  OFFICERS  OF 

MILITIA  AND  VOLUNTEER 

ARTILLERY. 

Colonel  HILL  (Bristol,  South) :  I 

beg  to  ask  the   Secretary  of  State  for 

War  whether  he  is  aware  that  officers 

of  Militia  Artillery  attending  a  class  of 

instruction  in  coast  defence  and  range 

finding  at  Devonport  receive  pay  and 

allowances  amounting  for  the  week  to 

about  £9  for  majors,  £8  for  captains, 

and  £7  for  lieutenants,  while  officers  of 


and  Box-Clearers. 

Volunteer  Artillery  of  all  ranks  ret 
only  about  £3  for  attending  the  e 
course ;  and,  whether,  viewing  the 
portance  of  inducing  officers  of  Vo 
teers  to  make  the  sacrifice  of  i 
necessary  to  obtain  this  instruction 
will  encourage  them  by  placing  t 
upon  the  same  terms  as  officer 
Militia  ? 

Mb.  E.  STANHOPE:  The  rei 
for  the  difference  pointed  ont  by 
gallant  Friend  is  that  Militia  offi 
when  at  training  are  entitled  to 
same  pay  and  allowances,  rank 
rank,  as  officers  of  the  Regular  An 
whereas  officers  of  the  Volunteers, 
longing  to  a  force  whose  proud  dist 
tion  is  to  serve  without  pay  du 
peace,  are  only  granted  an  allows 
for  subsistence  and  lodging. 

THE  LIMERICK  BOARD  OF  FI8HI 


Mb.  MAHONY  (Meath,  N.) :  I 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  L 
Lieutenant    of    Ireland    whether 
election     of     conservators     to 
Limerick  Board  of  Fishery  Conee 
tors  in  the  districts  of  Limerick 
Athlone    has    been   declared    by 
Court    of    Queen's    Bench   null    i 
void ;    and,    if    so,    whether   be    i 
state  when  it  is  intended  to  hold  a  r 
election  ? 

The  CHIEF  SECRETARY 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Jackson,  Leeds,  * 
I  understand  that  the  arguments 
the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench  in  i 
case  are  not  yet  closed,  and  there] 
I  cannot  express  any  opinion  in 
matter. 

Mb.    MAHONY:     Can     yon 
when  the  arguments  are  likely  to 
closed? 

Mr.  JACKSON  :  No,  Sir. 

POSTMEN  —  STAMPERS  AND  K 
CLEARER8. 
Mr.  SEALE-HAYNE  (Devon,  A 
burton) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Postanal 
General  whether  it  is  true  that  to 
postmen  engaged  as  stampers  hare 
allowance  of  2s.  per  week  in  lien 
Christmas  boxes  ;  and,  if  so,  why  to) 
postmen  engaged  in  box-clearing  I 
not  entitled  to  a  similar  allowance? 
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Thb  POSTMASTER  GENERAL 
(Sir  Jambs  Fbbsdssoit,  Manchester, 
N.B.) :  Town  postmen  employed  upon 
■tamping  duties  receive  an  extra  allow- 
uoe  in  addition  to  their  wages, 
their  work  is  regarded  as 
in  some  respects  to  ordinary 
'a  work,  and  the  men  employed 
on  it  have  to  be  selected  from  the 
postmen's  class  for  steadiness  and  good 
conduct.  As  such  men  would  some- 
times lose  pecuniarily  by  not  perform- 
ing the  outdoor  delivery  duty,  it  is 
thought  right  for  this  reason,  as  well 
as  on  account  of  the  better  nature  of 
the  work,  to  give  them  some  extra 
weekly  payment.  This  varies  from  2s. 
in  the  smaller  offices  to  3s.  and  4s.  in 
the  larger.  Box -clearing  is  an  elemen- 
tary, duty  which  is  usually  performed 
by  the  junior  postmen  before  they 
obtain  a  regular  walk.  No  selection  is 
required  for  this  duty,  and  it  is  certainly 
not  necessary  to  pay  the  men  anything 
extra  for  doing  it. 

THE  ROY  At,  NAVAL  AitTILLBRT 
VOLUNTEERS. 
Mb.  LLEWELLYN  (Somerset,  N.): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  whether,  in  consequence  of 
the  disbanding  of  the  Royal  Naval 
Artillery  Volunteers,  the  officers  will 
be  permitted  to  retire  with  their  present 
rank,  and  to  wear  the  uniform  of  the 
corps  to  which  they  belonged  ? 

Losd  GEORGE  HAMILTON:  lam 
unable  to  give  at  present  a  definite 
reply  to  the  question  of  the  hon. 
Gentleman,  as  the  final  arrangements 
for  the  disbanding  of  the  corps  and  the 
future  disposition  of  the  Royal  Naval 
Artillery  Volunteers  have  not  yet  been 
made,  bat  the  matter  will  receive  the 
(ireful  consideration  of  the  Admiralty. 

TRAWLING  IN  IRELAND. 
COLONKK  NOLAN  (Galway,  N.)  :  I 
bag  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he  is 
Hire  that  the  practice  relating  to 
trawling  in  Ireland  is  totally  the 
opposite  to  that  of  Scotland,  England, 
ind  France ;  if  he  would  state  by 
whose  authority  in  Ireland  a  fishing 
jn&ry  opposed  to  the  practice  of  Scot- 
tad,  England,  and  France  is  main- 
tained; by  whom  is  the  Fishery  Board 


in  Ireland  appointed,  and  by  whom  is 
the  Privy  Council  appointed,  and,  if 
there  is  any  elected  body  which  has 
any  voice  on  sea-fishery  matters  in 
Ireland  ? 

Mb.  JACKSON  :  I  have  no  official 
information  in  regard  to  the  practice 
relating  to  trawling  pursued  in  Soot- 
land,  England,  and  France.  The  fish- 
ing policy  in  Ireland  is  determined  by 
the  common  law,  and  by  special  Acts  of 
Parliament.  The  Inspectors  of  Irish 
Fisheries  are  appointed  by  the  Lord 
Lieutenant.  Privy  Councillors  in  Ire- 
land are  appointed  under  the  Sign 
Manual  of  the  Queen.  No  elected 
body  in  Ireland  has  a  voice  in  sea- 
fishery  matters  save  as  regards  salmon 
and  sea  trout ;  but  all  bye-laws  made 
by  the  Inspectors  of  Irish  Fisheries  are 
subject  to  an  appeal  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant and  Privy  Council,  by  any  person 
interested,  before  such  bye-laws  can 
come  into  operation. 

Colonel  NOLAN  :  Is  it  no  part  of 
the  duty  of  the  Fishery  Board  in  Ire- 
land to  make  itself  acquainted  with  the 
fishing  law  of  other  countries? 

Mb.  JACKSON :  The  first  dnty  of 
the  Fishery  Board  is,  I  apprehend,  to 
carry  out  the  law. 

Colonel  NOLAN  :  Is  it  no  part  of 
any  person 's  duty — the  Lord  Lieutenant , 
the  Chief  Secretary,  or  the  Fishery  Com- 
missioners— to  ascertain  the  practice 
of  any  other  countries;  and  can  no 
official  of  the  Irish  Government  give  us 
any  information  ? 

Mb.  JACKSON :  I  have  no  doubt 
the  Fishery  Board  have  a  profound 
knowledge  of  what  the  law  is  with 
regard  to  Scotland,  and  England,  and 
France ;  but  their  first  duty  is  to  ad- 
minister the  taw. 

Colonel  NOLAN:  The  object  of 
the  Irish  Fishery  Board  is  to  know, 
and  to  be  able  to  say  whether  the  Irish 
policy  is  in  line  with  that  of  other 
countries  or  not. 

Ma.  JACKSON  :  No,  Sir ;  I  think 
not. 

THE    RIVER    BANN. 

Mb.  PINKERTON  (Galway)  :  I  beg 

a  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  if 

it  is  the  intention  of  the  Government 

to  introduce  a  Bill  this  Session  for  the 


1619  TheGarveand  {COMMONS}  Ullapool  Railway.         1636 

parties  concerned,  but  from  which  the 
Corporation  of  Dublin  subsequently 
withdrew. 

Mb.  SEXTON  (Belfast,  W.) :  Would 
the  Irish  Government  facilitate  by 
restoring  the  Lord  Mayor  to  the  Com- 
mission of  Oyer  and  Terminer?  If 
not,  what  reason  have  they  for  refusing 
to  do  so  ? 

Mb.  JACKSON  :  I  can  hardly  sup- 
pose that,  in  a  matter  of  such  vital 
consequence  as  I  understand  the  health 
of  those  who  attend  these  Courts  to 
be,  the  Corporation  of  Dublin  would 
allow  any  mere  matter  of  sentiment 
to  stand  in  the  way. 

Mb.  SEXTON  :  Does  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  consider  it  of  vital  conse- 
quence to  maintain  a  wanton  insult  ? 

Mb.  JACKSON  :  No,  Sir. 

THE  GARVE  AND  ULLAPOOL 
RAILWAY. 

Dr.  FARQUHARSON  (Aberdeen- 
shire,  W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Lord 
Advocate  why  the  negotiations  which 
took  place  last  year  between  the  Go- 
vernment and  the  Garve  and  Ullapool 
and  Great  North  of  Scotland  Bailway 
Companies,  with  regard  to  a  subsidy  of 
£6,000  a  year  for  25  years  in  aid  of  con- 
structing the  Garve  and  Ullapool  Bail- 
way,  have  not  been  completed ;  whether 
he  is  aware  that  if  the  offer  of  these 
companies  had  been  accepted  the 
railway  might  now  have  been  in  course 
of  construction;  and  whether  he  is 
aware  that  no  other  railway  line  can  be 
sanctioned  by  Parliament  earlier  than 
the  end  of  the  Session  in  1893? 

Mb.  FRASER-MACKINTOSH  (In* 
verness-shire) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury  whether  he  is  now 
prepared  to  lay  upon  the   Table   the 
Report  of  the  Committee  of  Experts  on 
the  requirements  of  certain  parts  of  the 
Western    Highlands    and    Islands  of 
Scotland,  and  to  intimate  the  inten- 
tions of  the  Government  thereon  ? 
*The  LORD  ADVOCATE  (Sir  G  J, 
Pearson,  Edinburgh  and  St.  Andrews 
Universities) :  I  propose  to  answer  at 
the  same  time  the  question  put  by  tfaft 
hon.  Member  for  lnverness-shire.    It 
was  found  in  the  course  of  the  negotia- 
tions referred  to    that    the    proposal 
arrangement  with    the    Great   North 
Company  was  attended  with  difficult)* 


purpose  of  enabling  them  to  remove  the 
artificial  obstructions  placed  upon  the 
Biver  Bann  ? 

Mb.  JACKSON:  My  right  hon. 
Friend  has  asked  me  to  answer  this 
question.  I  have  to  say  that  the 
Government  hope  to  introduce  this 
Session  a  Bill  dealing  with  the  drain- 
age of  the  river  mentioned. 

Mb.  PINKERTON  :  Is  it  the  inten- 
tion of  the  Government  to  extend  to 
the  proposed  County  Councils  in  Ire- 
land power  to  deal  with  the  question  of 
drainage  ? 

Mb.  JACKSON ;  If  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber will  read  the  Local  Government 
Bill  he  will  see  what  the  Government 
propose  to  do. 

GREEN    STREET    COURTHOUSE, 
DUBLIN. 

Mb.  KILBRIDE  (on  behalf  of  Mr. 
M.  J.  Kenny,  Tyrone,  Mid) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  it  has  been 
arranged  that  the  Commission  of  Oyer 
and  Terminer  and  General  Gaol 
Delivery  hitherto  held  in  the  Green 
Street  Courthouse,  Dublin,  will  in 
future  be  held  in  the  Four  Courts ;  if 
the  criminal  and  civij  business  of  the 
Recorder  of  the  City  of  Dublin  is  to  be 
discharged  as  heretofore  at  Green 
Street ;  whether  Mr.  W.  Kaye  Perry, 
C.E.,  has  reported  to  the  Lord  Chief 
Justice  that  Green  Street  Courthouse 
is  unfit  for  human  occupation ;  and 
whether  the  Irish  Government  refuse 
to  do  anything  to  replace  the  present 
Courthouse  unless  there  is  a  local  con- 
tribution of  two-thirds  of  the  total 
amount  of  the  estimated  cost  ? 

Mb.  JACKSON :  No  general  arrange- 
ment of  the  nature  indicated  in  the 
first  paragraph  has  been  come  to ;  but 
it  has  been  decided  to  hold  the  next 
Commission  sitting  at  the  Four 
Courts.  This  decision  does  not  in- 
clude the  business  of  the  Recorder. 
Mr.  Kaye  Perry  has,  I  understand, 
reported  to  the  effect  indicated. 
It  is  not  the  fact  that  the  Irish 
Government  refused  to  do  anything  to 
replace  the  present  Courthouse.  As  I 
have  already  stated,  they  are  willing  to 
ask  the  Treasury  to  revive  the  charge 
sanctioned  in  1883,  which  was  accepted 
at    that    time    as  satisfactory  by  all 
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■which  .a  eolation  oould  not  be  found. 
Departmental  Committee  of  Experts 
■  appointed  at  that  time  to  report 
•tally  on  the  schemes  projected  for 
i  construction  of  railways  to  the 
■tOoMt  of  Scotland.  Their  Beport, 
ien  raise*  many  important  points,  ie 
ag  carefully  considered,  and  it  is 
■■■0(1  to  lay  it  at  once  on  the  Table 
she  House,  together  with  the  instruc- 
aa  to  that  Committee.  I  am  aware 
is  bo  line  other  than  that  referred  to 
i  mam  tie  sanctioned  this  Session  by 
j  of  private  legislation. 

IS  MILITARY  FORCES  IN  BURMA 
is.  BUCHANAN  (Edinburgh,  W.): 
eg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
it  whether  his  attention  has  been 
lad  to  the  statements  of  Lord  Roberts 
Rangoon,  in  the  Times  of  the  26th 
bant,  in  which  he  urges  strongly  that 

Military  Forces  in  Burma  should  be 
rnitely  removed  from  the  Madras 
mi  and,  and   placed  directly    under 

orders  of  the  Commander- in -Chief 
ndia;  whether  this  opinion  is  shared 
the  chief  Civil  and  Military  Autho- 
m  in  India;  and  whether,  in  pur- 
noa  of  his  statement  in  the  Debate 
I7th  February,  1891,  on  the  Indian 
■idential  Commands,  Her  Majesty's 
renunent  will  proceed,  at  an  early 
e,to  carry  out  this  re- organisation  of 
uaand  suggested  by  the  Commander- 
3bief? 

te.  B.  STANHOPE  :  This  isaques- 
i  which  should  be  answered  by  the 
Ua.  Office.  I  am  afraid  I  cannot 
rwer  it.  I  do  not  see  my  hon.  Friend 
» Under  Secretary  for  India  present, 
1  perhaps  the  hon.  Gentleman  will 
eat  the  question  at  another  time. 

LABOURERS    WAGES   AT  THE 

WOOLWICH  ARSENAL. 
He.  MATHER  (Lancashire,  S.E., 
rton):  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
State  for  War  whether,  in  view 
the  fact  that  697  labourers  em- 
fed  at  the  Woolwich  Arsenal 
receiving  only  from  17s.  to 
.  par  week,  and  that  according  to 
ntjy-pubbahed  statistics,  notably  by 
.  Charle*  Booth  in  his  work  on 
•boor  and  Life,"  it  is  impossible  in 
■anufneturing  town  for  a  thrifty 
1  to   maintain  a  moderate  family, 


even  under  conditions  of  privation,  on 
less  than  30s.  per  week,  he  will  give 
instructions  that  the  minimum  rate  of 
labourers'  wages  shall  be  20s.  per  week, 
whatever  may  be  the  nature  of  the 
employment ;  and  whether  he  is  aware 
that  where  such  minimum  rate  is  fixed 
it  has  proved  to  be  conducive  to  the 
interests  of  employers? 

The  hon.  Member  had  also  on  the 
Paper  a  question — To  ask  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty  whether,  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  215  labourers 
employed  in  the  Naval  Ordnance  De- 
partment at  the  Woolwich  Arsenal  are 
receiving  only  from  17s.  to  19s.  per 
week,  and  that,  according  to  recently- 
published  statistics,  notably  by  Mr. 
Charles  Booth  in  his  work  on  "  Labour 
and  Life,"  it  is  impossible  in  a  manu- 
facturing town  for  a  thrifty  man  to 
maintain  a  moderate  family,  even  under 
conditions  of  privation,  on  less  than  20s. 
per  week,  he  will  give  instructions  that 
the  minimum  rate  of  labourers'  wages 
shall  be  20s.  per  week,  whatever  may 
be  the  nature  of  the  employment ;  and 
whether  he  is  aware  that  where  suoh 
minimum  rate  is  fixed  it  has  proved  to 
be  conducive  to  the  interests  of  em- 
ployers? 

•Me.  E.  STANHOPE  :  The  question 
addressed  no  me,  and  the  next  one  ad- 
dressed in  the  same  terms  to  my  noble 
Friend  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty, 
can  be  conveniently  dealt  with  together. 
The  position  of  these  labourers  was 
carefully  considered  last  year,  and  the 
proportion  on  the  lower  rate  of  wages . 
was  reduced  ;  but  to  adopt  the  sugges- 
tion of  the  hon.  Member  would  be  to 
depart  entirely  from  theUecision  delibe- 
rately arrived  at,  nor  do  we  think  it 
would  be  conducive  to  the  interests  of 
employers  to  do  so. 

Mb.  MATHER:  May  I  ask  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  whether  the 
evidence  before  him  from  a  private 
communication  I  made  to  him  is  not 
a  sufficient  ground  to  warrant  further 
investigation  so  as  to  ascertain  whether 
the  rate  of  wages  paid  to  these  men 
in  the  Arsenal  cannot  be  made  equal, 
it  least,  to  that  which  prevails  in  like 
industries  conducted  by  private  firms  ? 
Mb.  E.  STANHOPE:  I  am  much 
obliged  to  the  hon.  Member  for  the 
information  he  gave  me  ;  but  I  am 
afraid  we  oould  not  undertake,  on  the 
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part  of  the  Government,  to  pay  wages 
to  the  same  extent  as  are  paid  by 
certain  private  employers. 

BERE   ISLAND. 

Mb.  GILHOOLY  (Cork  Co.,  W.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Postmaster  General 
whether,  in  view  of  the  importance  of 
Bere  Island  as  a  fishing  station,  and 
also  of  the  frequent  visits  of  Her 
Majesty's  Fleet  to  that  part  of  Bantry 
Bay,  he  will  increase  the  collection 
and  delivery  of  letters  from  three  to 
six  days  a  week  ? 

Sra  JAMBS  FERGUSSON:  The 
receipts  for  this  service  do  not  at 
present  cover  the  cost,  and  cannot, 
therefore,  afford  that  it  should  be 
doubled. 

TRIPPAGE    ALLOWANCES    WITH 
MAILS. 

Mb.  JORDAN  (Clare,  W.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Postmaster  General  whether 
any,  and,  if  so,  what,  re-arrangement 
has  been  made  or  proposed  with  refer- 
ence to  the  trippage  allowances  of 
officers  travelling  in  charge  of  the  mails 
from  England  to  Ireland  and  viceversd; 
will  he  explain  why  these  officers,  who 
have  taken  up  this  service  in  the  con- 
fidence that  what  was  always  done 
would  be  continued  (namely,  that  they 
would  be  left  in  receipt  of  their  allow- 
ances during  good  behaviour,  or  until 
they  received  more  remunerative  pro- 
motion, and  would  be  pensioned  on 
them),  have  been  now  informed  that 
they  must  rotate  with  others,  and  so, 
comparatively  speaking,  lose  both  these 
privileges  without  any  compensation  of 
any  kind ;  and  whether  these  officers 
have  also  similarly  suffered  from  a  re- 
vision of  the  Sorting  Office  in  Dublin, 
which  is  their  head  quarters ;  and,  if 
so,  to  what  extent  and  how  often  this 
latter  office  has  been  revised? 

Sm  JAMBS  FERGUSSON  :  No  re- 
arrangement has  been  made  of  the 
allowances  in  question,  nor  I  believe  is 
any  at  present  contemplated.  If  any 
new  scheme  were  proposed  long-estab- 
lished interests  would  be  considered. 
There  have  been  revisions  of  the  Sorting 
Office  in  Dublin,  and,  as  a  result,  the 
superintending  force  has  been  aug- 
Mr.  S.  Stanhope 


mented  and  the  pay  of  a  large  sec 
increased ;  but,  on  the  other  b 
certain  appointments  and  scales  of 
have  been  abolished,  and  will  < 
with  the  present  holders.  To 
extent,  the  sorters  on  board  the  pac 
and  others  of  like  rank  have  sufl 
in  prospect  by  the  revision.  I  be 
that  the  augmentations  I  have  i 
tioned  will  more  than  compensate 
the  abolitions. 

THE  CASE  OF  MATTHEW  EIN8EI 
Mb.  M'CARTAN  (Down,  S.) :  I 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  J 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  with  refer 
to  Matthew  Kinselia,  of  Dublin, 
was,  in  the  year  1882,  sentenced  t 
years'  penal  servitude  for  shooting 
killing  one  Peter  Andrews,  whethe 
attention  has  been  called  to  a  dec 
tion,  dated  25th  February,  1892, 
made  by  deceased's  father,  Edi 
Andrews,  of  Meath  Street,  Du 
before  Mr.  Fry,  J.P.,  in  which 
declares  that  Kinselia  and  his  dec* 
son  had  been  friends  and  oompai 
from  their  boyhood ;  that  they  i 
had  a  quarrel ;  that  the  shooting 
purely  an  accident ;  that  KumbU* 
tried  and  convicted  in  a  time  of  pa 
and  that,  if  he  had  been  allowed  to 
evidence,  he  could  have  expla 
satisfactorily  how  the  unfortu 
accident  occurred ;  and,  whether, 
sidering  the  circumstances  of  the  ■ 
and  that  Kinselia  has  been  in  gao 
ten  years,  he  will  make  inquiry  tc 
if  he  can  advise  the  remission  oi 
remainder  of  his  sentence  ? 

Mb.  JACKSON :  I  duly  receive* 
declaration  referred  to,  which 
forwarded  to  me  by  the  hon.  Men 
The  case  of  the  convict  mentioned 
been  already  under  oonsideratio 
successive  Lords  Lieutenant  in 
nection  with  memorials  submitted  o 
convict's  behalf.  They  satisfied  i 
selves  that  there  was  not  the  slig 
doubt  as  to  the  man's  guilt,  that  t 
was  no  mitigating  circumstance, 
that  the  law  must  take  its  course, 
regards  the  concluding  paragrapl 
may  point  out  that  the  Chief  Bean 
does  not  advise  the  Lord  Liente 
to  exercise  the  Royal  clemency. 
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stances,  will  be  in  receipt  of  such  pay- 

™   MAIL8    D?8TO?CT.  CU8HEN  Otherwise,  a^ain,  like  t£e  soldiers,  they 

Mb.  SEXTON  (on  behalf  of  Mr.  T.  WlU  not* 

M.  HEAI.Y,   Longford,   N.)  :    I  beg  to  ™E  CIVIL  SERVICE  BANK 

ttk  the  Postmaster  General  whether  Mr.   LABOUCHBRE    (North- 

complaints  have  arisen  that  Glasgow  ampton) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to 

letters  do  not  reach  the  Cushendun  dis-  the  Treasury  if  his  attention  has  been 

trict,  County  Antrim,  for  two  days  after  called  to  the  prospectus  of  the  "Cml 

they  are  posted  through  failure  to  catch  Service  Bank  (Limited)/'  from  which 

the  6.15  a.m.  train  from  Belfast  to  it  appears  that  several  Clerks  in  Go- 

Larne  with  which  alone  the  daily  mail-  vernment  Offices  are  Directors  of  the 

oar  connects,  although  passengers  from  said    Company ;    and    if    this    is    in 

Glasgow  are  almost  invariably  able  to  accordance  with  the  Rules  of  the  Civil: 

catch  this  train ;  and  as  there  is  con-  Service  ? 

adorable  intercommunication  between  *Sm  JOHN  GORST :   My  attention 

Glasgow  and  this  portion  of  Antrim,  has  been  called  to  the  prospectus  in 

wfllhe  take  steps  to  ensure  a  regular  question.     The  names  of  the  Directors. 

daily  delivery  of  the  Scotch  post  ?  appear  to  be  generally  those  of  Civil 

*Sib  JAMES   FERGUSSON:    It  is  aervantB,    with    the    names    of    their 

unfortunately  the  case  that  the  corre-  Departments  added     The  Rule  of  the 

sponaence  referred  to  frequently  misses  Clvl1  Servlce  1S  as  foUows  :~        _ 

the  early  train  from  Belfast  to  Lame,  "  *?°  °fficer  ^  *  ■«""*  ZJESt  ™ 

J   ,.           ...        v.  v    i.i_     t*    x  i  part  in  the  management  of  any  society  or  any 

in   connection  with    which  the  Postal  trading,  commercial  or  financial  company  of, 

Service  to   Cushendun   is  maintained,  whatever  description  which  would  require  the 

There  is  said  to  be  some  difficulty   in  attendance  of  such  officer  at  anytime  between^ 

providing  a  remedy  for  this  irregularity,  **"•  hour8  of  10  ftjn- and  6  P-m-  5 

but  the  matter  is  now  under  inquiry,  and  but  if,  as  in  the  present  case,  members  of 

I  shall  certainly  endeavour  to  have  it  the  Civil  Service  use  the  credit  of  their 

rectified.  official  position  to  carry  on  such  a  busi- 
ness as  banking,  which  can  hardly  be 

THE    SURVIVORS    OF    BALACLAVA,  efficiently    conducted     by   attendance 

Mb.  FLYNN  (Cork,  N.) :    I  beg  to  ^  6r  P-m"  th«  necessity  for  making 

ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War,  in  [^es  ?f  »  mor?  stringent  character  will 

reference  to  statements  in  the  Sunday  £?v.e  to  be  seriously  considered  by  Her 

Chronicle     (Manchester)     newspaper,  Majesty  s  Government, 

concerning  tne  survivors  of  the  Bala-  THE  STAFF  OF   PORTLAND  PRI80N. . 

olava  Six  Hundred,  whether  all  of  the  Mr.    LABOUCHERE:    I  beg 

surviving  commissioned  officers,  or  a  to    ask    the    Secretary  of    State    for 

large  majority  of  them,  are  in  receipt  the   Home    Department    whether    he 

of  a  Government  pension ;  and,  if  so,  nas     received    a    memorial  from  the 

will  the  War  Office  order  any  inquiry  staff  of   the  Portland  Prison,    which 

into  the  present  position  of  the  non-  was    presented    to  the    Governor  for 

commissioned  officers  and  men  who  are  transmission     to    the    Home    Office ; 

alleged  to  be  in  a  state  of  destitution  ?  whether  the  Report  of  the  Committee 

•Mb.    E.    STANHOPE:    The    hon.  appointed    to    consider     the    Prison 

Member  seems  to  be  under  a  misappre-  Officers'   grievances  recommended  the 

hension  as  to  the  conditions  upon  which  promotion  of  assistant  warders  to  the 

the  retired  pay  to  officers  and  the  pen-  pay  and    rank    of    warders  after  ten 

0008    to    non-commissioned     officers  years'   service,  but  in  the  case  of  all 

and   men    are    granted.      Neither    is  assistant  warders  of  longer   standing, 

given    in    respect    of    any    particular  recommended    a  delay    of   one  year 

act  or  campaign,  except  in  the  cases  before  the  commencement  of  such  in- 

of   wounds    or    broken    health,   but  crease  of  pay ;    and  whether  it  is  in- 

they  are  given  as  a  reward  for  long  tended  to  act  on  this  latter  recom- 

tod   faithful    service.     If,    therefore,  mendation;    and   whether    a  similar 

officers  have  completed  the  period  of  method    has    been    recommended    in 

service  entitling  them  to  retired  pay,  reference    to  the   increase  of    pay  of 

they,  like  soldiers  in  similar  circum-  the  officers  of  the  civil  guard  ? 


1627    British  East  Africa  Co.     {COMMONS}    and  Mombasa  By.  Survey.  1628 


♦The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
otb  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr. 
Matthews,  Birmingham,  E.) :  The 
memorial  referred  to  has  been  received. 
The  Committee  did  not  make  the 
recommendation  alleged  in  the  second 
paragraph  of  the  question.  As  I  in- 
formed the  hon.  Baronet  the  Member 
for  Barnard  Castle  Division  (Sir  Joseph 
Pease)  last  week,  I  have  made  an  addi- 
tion to  the  maximum  rates  of  pay  of 
assistant  warders,  and  also  to  the 
maximum  pay  of  officers  of  the  civil 
guard. 

BRITISH      EAST     AFRICA     COMPANY 
AND  MOMBASA  RAILWAY  SURVEY. 

Mb.  LABOUCHERE  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs  whether,  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  Limited  Liability  Companies 
enjoying  a  Royal  charter  are  freed 
from  the  obligation  of  depositing  at  the 
end  of  each  year  a  list  of  their  share- 
holders at  Somerset  House,  which  is 
open  to  the  inspection  of  all,  and  to 
the  statement  contained  in  the  letter 
written  by  Sir  Philip  Currie,  and  by 
direction  of  Lord  Salisbury,  to  the 
Lords  of  the  Treasury,  dated  20th 
December,  1890,  that— 

"  It  is  notorious  that  the  majority  of,  if  not 

•all,  the    subscribers    (to  the  company)  are 

actuated  rather  by  philanthropic  motives  than 

by  receiving  any  adequate  return  on  their 

capital,'' 

he  will  lay  upon  the  Table  of  the 
House  a  list  of  the  first  subscribers  to 
the  capital  of  the  Company  ;  the 
•amount  of  shares  subscribed  by  each  ; 
.all  subsequent  transfers  ;  and  a  list  of 
the  present  shareholders,  with  the 
amount  of  shares  held  by  each  share- 
holder; and  whether,  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  it  is  proposed  that  the  State 
should  enter  into  a  partnership  with 
the  Company  in  respect  to  a  railroad, 
he  will  lay  upon  the  Table  of  the 
House  the  annual  balance  sheets  of  the 
Company  since  its  formation,  showing 
the  amount  expended  each"  year,  the 
.gross  receipts,  and  the  net  profit  or 
loss  on  the  transactions  of  the  year ; 
together  with  the  names  of  the 
Direotors  of  the  Company,  and  the 
amounts  received  each  year  by  them  in 
fees,  salaries,  or  otherwise  ? 


♦The  UNDEB  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  for  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS 
(Mr.  J.  W.  Lowtheb,  Cumberland, 
Penrith) :  Chartered  Companies  are  ex- 
empted from  the  requirements  of  the 
Limited  Liability  Companies'  Act  in 
the    respect    indicated    by    the    hon. 

Member  ;  but  he  invites  Her  Majesty's 
Government  to  place  this  Chartered 
Company  in  the  same  position  as  a 
company  under  the  Limited  Liability 
Companies'  Act.  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment cannot  take  the  course  indi- 
cated, nor  have  they  the  information 
necessary  to  enable  them  to  lay  the 
Papers  desired.  The  Imperial  British 
East  Africa  Company  are,  however, 
prepared,  I  am  informed,  to  give  all 
the  information  asked  for,  if  the  hon. 
Member  will  call  at  the  office  of  the 
Company,  No.  2,  Pall  Mall  East  As  to 
the  second  paragraph  of  the  hon. 
Member's  question,  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment will,  when  the  question 
arises,  undoubtedly  undertake  to 
satisfy  the  House  of  the  financial 
stability  of  this  Company,  or  of  any 
other  with  whom  Her  Majesty's 
Government  may  enter  into  any 
future  arrangement  for  the  execution 
and  completion  of  the  railway  if  it  is 
undertaken. 

Mb.  LABOUCHERE :  I  should  like 
to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs  precisely  the  informa- 
tion I  am  to  receive  at  No.  2,  Pall  Mall 
East,  if  I  call.  I  should  like  to  know 
if  I  shall  receive  a  list  of  the  share- 
holders, in  addition  to  a  list  of  the 
original  shareholders,  together  with  all 
transfers  that  may  have  taken  place 

since  the  formation  of  the  Company. 
I  would  further  ask  what  information 
Lord  Salisbury  was  in  possession  of 
when  he  said  that  it  was  notorious 
that  the  majority,  if  not  all,  of  the 
subscribers  to  the  Company  were 
actuated  rather  by  philanthropic 
motives  than  the  receiving  of  any 
adequate  return  for  capital.  I  would 
further  ask  if  I  am  to  understand  thai 
when  we  are  asked  to  endorse  the 
action  of  Lord  Salisbury  we  are  not 
to  have  it  made  known  to  us  who  these 
philanthropists  are  to  whom  Lord 
Salisbury  referred  ? 


1O0  Wett  Clare  and  the  {1 
•Mb.  J.  W.  LOWTHER:  Ab  to  the 
first  question,  I  think  the  answer  will 
be  best  obtained  if  the  hon.  Member 
will  call  at  the  office.  I  am  informed 
that  the  British  East  Africa  Company 
are  prepared  to  give  all  the  informa- 
tion fox  which  he  has  asked  in  the  ques- 
tion put  down  on  the  Paper.  With 
regard  to  the  second  question,  the 
same  sources  of  information  were  open 
to  Lord  Salisbury  when  he  made  the 
statement  referred  to  as  are,  and 
went,  open  to  the  hon.  Member.  With 
regard  to  the  third  question,  the 
milter  seems  one  rather  of  argument, 
and  therefore  I  do  not  think  I  should 
be  in  order  in  referring  to  it. 

Mr.  LABOUCHEBE:  Will  not  the 
hon.  Gentleman  give  to  this  House  the 
list  of  shareholders,  which  I  gather 
from  bis  answer  was  in  the  hands  of 
Lord  Salisbury  when  he  made  this 
extraordinary  statement  ? 
*Mb.  J.  W.  LOWTHEB:  No,  Sir; 
I  have  told  the  hon.  Member  that  the 
information  is  not  in  the  possession  of 
the  Foreign  Office.  As  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber is  aware,  the  names  of  the  pro- 
moters of  the  Chartered  Company 
have  already  been  made  public,  and  are 
to  be  found  in  the  Blue  Book,  Africa, 
1888,  No.  10, 1  think. 

THB  ROYAL  NAVAL  ARTILLERY 
VOLUNTEERS  OP  HASTINGS. 
Sib  H.  FLETCHER  (on  behalf  of 
Mr.  Noble,  Hastings) :  I  beg  to  ask 
tee  Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether 
he  will  take  into  consideration 
the  unfavourable  position  of  Hastings 
M  a  station  for  a  corps  of  Submarine 
Miners,  and  allow  the  Hastings  corps 
el  the  Royal  Naval  Artillery  Volunteers 
to  be  absorbed  into  a  fortress  company 
«f  the  Boyal  Engineer  Volunteers,  as  a 
special  case,  instead  of  into  a  submarine 
""■■"g  company  ? 

Mb.  E.  STANHOPE:  There  are 
faculties  in  the  case  of  Hastings,  as 
«e  do  not  want  submarine  miners  there, 
tod  there  are  already  three  companies 
ef  Artillery  connected  with  the  town. 
I  Will  make  farther  inquiries  as  to  the 
Msnbility  of  utilising  this  corps  of 
Boyal  Naval  Artillery  Volunteers  there. 
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THB  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS  AMEND- 
MENT ACT,  1890. 

Mb.  JORDAN :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  if  the  Irish  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  have  yet  made  and  issued 
such  regulations,  as  theyare  empowered 
to  do  by  Part  5  of  "The  Public  Health 
Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890,"  by  which 
Municipal  Corporations,  Urban  and 
other  Authorities,  may  borrow  money 
by  the  creation  of  stock  ;  is  he  aware 
that  the  Enniskillen  Town  Commis- 
sioners and  Urban  Sanitary  Authority 
more  than  twelve  months  ago,  namely, 
in  January  1891,  complied  with  the 
requirements  of  the  Act  in  relation  to 
its  adoption,  and  requested  the  Local 
Government  Board  immediately  to 
formulate  rules  to  that  effect,  being  the 
first  authorities  in  Ireland  to  make 
application  under  the  Act ;  in  view  of 
the  fact  that  the  Act  has  been  put  into 
operation  long  since  in  England,  will 
he  explain  wherefore  the  delay  by  the 
Irish  Local  Government  Board ;  and 
will  he  say  whether  or  not  the  Irish 
Local  Government  Board  will  at  all, 
and  when,  issue  those  necessary  regu- 
lations, to  enable  Irish  Authorities  to 
avail  themselves  of  the  provisions  of 
the  Act  ? 

Mr.  JACKSON :  Some  necessary 
delay  has  occurred  in  the  preparation 
of  the  regulations  referred  to;  but  they 
are  now  completed,  and  will  be  forth* 
with  promulgated. 

WEST  CLARE  AND  THE  SCHEDULED 
DISTRICTS. 
Mr.  JORDAN :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  if  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  has  received  a  Memorial  from 
the  fishermen,  labourers,  small  farmers, 
and  others  in  different  districts  of  West 
Clare,  praying  him  to  include  the 
maritime  Baronies  of  Ibriceoe,  Cor- 
comrae,  and  Moyaata  in  the  list  of 
scheduled  districts,  with  a  view  to  the 
improvement  of  harbours,  the  planting 
of  trees,  the  improvement  of  the  breed 
□f  cattle,  and  the  development  of 
fisheries  and  agriculture ;  and  if  His 
Excellency  has  favourably  considered 
their  application  ? 
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Mr.  JACKSON :  The  Memorial  in 
question  has  been  received  and  referred 
to  the  Congested  Districts  Board  for 
their  consideration. 

YELLOW  FEVER  AT  SANTOS. 

Mr.  LAWRENCE  (Liverpool,  Aber- 
cromby) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  whether  he  is  aware 
that  it  is  reported  the  yellow  fever  at 
Santos  has  reached  such  a  height  that 
there  is  no  one  left  to  carry  on  business, 
the  well  being  obliged  to  devote  attention 
to  the  sick  ;  that  in  consequence  mer- 
chandise has  accumulated  so  as  to 
block  the  streets;  that  the  epidemic 
has  been  aggravated  by  the  authorities 
continuing  to  dredge  the  port ;  and 
whether  he  has  any  means  of  informing 
the  shipping  community  of  the  condition 
of  the  port  other  than  the  brief  notice 
in  the  Board  of  Trade  Journal,  or  of 
otherwise  guarding  against  the  risks  of 
British  subjects  trading  in  that  port  ? 
-The  PRESIDENT  of  the  BOARD 
of  TRADE  (Sir  Michael  Hicks 
Beach,  Bristol,  W.) :  Yes,  Sir ;  I  believe 
the  facts  as  stated  by  the  hon.  Member 
are  substantially  accurate.  On  the 
8th  February  I  caused  a  notice  to  be 
sent  to  the  daily  papers,  to  the  Press 
Agencies, and  to  Lloyd's,  suggesting  that, 
owing  to  the  insanitary  condition  of 
Santos,  no  ships  should  be  chartered 
for  that  port.  I  do  not  see  what 
further  steps  I  could  usefully  take,  but 
probably  some  good  may  be  done  by 
the  public  attention  which  my  hon. 
Friend  has  called  to  the  matter. 

ENNISKILLEN  GAOL. 

Mr.  JORDAN  (Clare,  W.):  I  bee 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  the  Prisons 
Board  claim  the  area  in  front  of  the 
gaol  in  Enniskillen,  extending  from  the 
gaol  wall  to  the  channel  adjoining  the 
country  road  leading  south  to  Castle- 
coole ;  and,  if  so,  is  it  the  duty  of  the 
Board  to  keep  it  in  proper  repair  and 
clean  it ;  will  they  either  do  so,  or 
hand  it  over  to  the  Local  Authority, 
the  Town  Commissioners,  to  put  it 
into  and  keep  it  in  proper  condition ; 
and  is  this  gaol  being  now  used  as  a 
prison,  or  is  it  intended  that  the 
authorities  will  discontinue  its  use  as 
such,  and  permit  it  to  fall  into  further 
dilapidation  ;  if  not,  will  they  instruct 


an  engineer  to  inspect  and  report  on 
the  condition  and  appearance  of  the 
outside  front  wall,  doors,  &o.,  with  a 
view  to  due  repairs? 

Mr.  JACKSON :  The  subject-matter 
of  this  question  is  one  which  neces- 
sitates some  inquiry,  and  I  shall  be 
glad  if  the  hon.  Member  would  be  good 
enough  to  put  a  further  question  on 
the  Paper. 

FLEET  STREET  POST  OFFICE. 

Mb.  BAUMANN  (Camberwell, 
Peckham):  I  beg  to  ask  the  Post* 
master  General  whether  he  is  aware 
that  it  is  a  matter  of  constant  occur- 
rence for  letters  addressed  to  the 
newspaper  offices  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Fleet  Street  and  posted  before  3  a.m. 
not  to  be  delivered  till  noon  on  that 
day;  and  whether  he  will  direct 
inquiry  to  be  made  at  the  Fleet  Street 
office  into  the  cause  of  this  delay  ? 

Mb.  BIGWOOD  (Middlesex,  Brent- 
ford) :  I  would  like  to  know  whether 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  is  aware 
that  inconvenience  of  a  similar  charac- 
ter exists  in  the  suburbs  ? 

Sib  JAMES  FERGUSSON :  I  am 
informed  that  no  such  complaints  have 
been  received.  My  hon.  Friend  does 
not  say  where  the  letters  in  question 
were  posted.  The  3  a.m.  collection  is 
only  made  in  the  town  districts  of 
London  and  certain  suburbs. 

THE  CASE  OF  FLORENCE  CAWOOD. 

Mb.   CHARLES   WILSON    (Hull, 
W.):  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Home  Department  whether  his 
attention  has  been  called  to  the  case  of 
a  girl  Florence  Cawood ;  and  whether 
in  order  to  prevent  a  repetition  of  such 
cases,  he  will  consider  the  advisability 
of  proposing  alterations  in  the  law  to 
prevent  girls  being  sent  to  gaol  ftnd 
sentenced  to  long  terms  of  confinement 
in  reformatories  for  offences  not  of  ft 
criminal  character? 
♦Mb.   MATTHEWS:    My  attention 
has  been  called  to  this  case,  and  I  have 
directed  the  release  of  the  girl  alluded 
to.    The  recent  Government  Bill  re- 
lating to  reformatories  had  the  effect  of 
limiting  the  application  of  the  reform- 
atory   system   to   oases   of   a   really 
criminal  character,  and  even  in  the* 
cases  made  preliminary  imprisonment  ft 
matter  for  the  discretion  of  the  commit* 
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ting  Magistrate.  I  should  be  very  glad  to 
•see  this  provision  become  law.  I  wish, 
however,  to  guard  myself  from  saying 
that  a  young  person  escaping  from  an 
industrial  school  should  in  no  case 
be  sent  to  a  reformatory. 

GERMAN  EMIGRANT8. 

Mb.  CHAELES  WILSON :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs  whether  the  attention 
•of  the  Government  has  been  called  to 
-the  proposed  alteration  in  the  German 
Laws,  by  which  the  transit  of  emigrants 
through  English  ports  will  be  pro- 
hibited ;  and  whether  he  can  give  any 
information  on  the  subject  ? 

•Mb.  J.  W.  LOWTHER :  No  infor- 
mation upon  the  proposals  mentioned 
has  yet  been  received  at  the  Foreign 
Office,  but  Sir  E.  Malet  will  be  asked 
for  a  Report  upon  the  subject. 

THE  CLAREMORRI8  AND  COLLOONEY 

RAILWAY. 

Mb.  JORDAN :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  if  he  has  seen  the  statement 
of  the  Chairman,  Sir  Francis  Brady, 
Bart.,  at  the  half-yearly  meeting  of  the 
Waterford  and  Limerick  Railway  Com- 
pany, on  Friday  last,  in  relation  to  the 
proposed  agreement  between  the  Go- 
vernment and  that  Company  for  the 
completion  and  working  of  the  Clare- 
morris  and  Collooney  line — namely, 

"There  remains  to  be  executed  a  formal 
document  by  the  Board  of  Works.  It  would 
appear  that  some  one  has  discovered  that  part 
cf  the  agreement  proposed  by  the  Treasury 
nat  at  variance  with  the  provisions  of  some 
Aet  of  Parliament.  I  am  not  able  to  say  how 
tut  this  may  be  well-grounded,  but  if  it  be,  no 
4onbt  the  Government  will  be  able  to  take 
:s)m  to  remove  all  technical  difficulties,  and 
«sue  the  work  to  be  continued  without 
Way;" 

b  he  aware  that  the  Directors  of  the 
Waterford  and  Limerick  Company  re- 
fuse to  carry  out  their  arrangement 
with  the  Treasury,  except  in  violation 
of "  The  Tramways  Act,  1883,"  and  to 
the  detriment  of  the  guaranteeing  cess- 

Gyers  of  the  Counties  of  Sligo  and 
ayo ;  and  if  the  Waterford  and 
Limerick  Company  continue  such 
action,  will  the  Government  take  such 
other  steps  as  will,  at  the  earliest 
possible  date,  make  the  line  from 
Claremorris  and  Collooney  available 
for  the  traffic  of  the  district  ? 


Mr.  JACKSON :  Sir,  in  answer  to 
this  question,  I  have  not  seen  the  state- 
ment referred  to  in  the  first  part  of  the 
question.  The  facts  are,  I  believe,  that 
the  Waterford  and  Limerick  Company 
have  refused  to  sign  the  agreement  or 
to  accept  the  proposal  which  has  been 
made  to  them  with  reference  to  this 
railway  without  some  alteration  of  the 
law,  the  arrangement  made  being  appa- 
rently in  violation  of  the  Act  of  1883. 
With  reference  to  the  last  portion  of 
the  question,  no  doubt,  if  the  Waterford 
and  Limerick  Company  refuse  to  carry 
out  the  agreement,  it  will  then  be  for 
the  Government  to  consider  in  what 
form  they  can  accomplish  the  carrying 
out  of  the  line  in  some  other  way.  But 
I  would  be  unwilling  at  present  to 
believe  that  the  Waterford  and  Limerick 
Company  had  said  the  last  word  on 
thai  subject ;  because,  if  they  declined 
absolutely  to  carry  out  the  agreement, 
they  will,  no  doubt,  release  the  Govern- 
ment from  the  offer  the  Government 
have  already  made.  They  have  had 
sufficient  time  to  consider  the  matter, 
and  I  am  quite  sure  they  will  come  to 
a  decision  before  long. 

THE  NEW  MAGAZINE  RIFLE. 

Mr.  HANBURY  (Preston) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  a  decision  has  yet  been  arrived 
at  as  to  the  patents  in  connection  with 
the  new  Magazine  rifle  ;  what  persons 
have  established  a  claim  to  payment 
for  such  patents,  and  whether  any 
person  in  Government  employment  is 
among  the  number ;  and  what  amounts 
have  been  paid  to,  or  are  intended  to 
be  paid  to,  them  respectively  on  account 
of  their  inventions  or  patents  ? 
♦Mr.  B.  STANHOPE :  It  has  been 
admitted  that  the  British  Magazine 
Rifle  Company  and  Messrs.  Greenwood 
and  Batley  are  entitled  to  payments  on 
account  of  patents  connected  with  the 
rifle  and  ammunition  respectively.  The 
amounts  to  be  paid  are,  I  am  sorry  to 
say,  not  yet  finally  settled.  The  above 
statement  does  not  include  patents 
taken  out  by  persons  in  the  Govern- 
ment employment.  I  have  declined  to 
recognise  the  claim  of  Mr.  Rigby,  the 
Superintendent  of  the  Small  Arms 
Factory ;  but  as  regards  Mr.  Speed,  I  am 
considering  whether,  looking  at  his 
position  as    a   Government    employe, 
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and  to  the  circumstances  under  which 
his  inventions  were  originated,  worked 
out  and  patented,  he  is  entitled  to  any 
reward  at  all. 

BUNDAY  POST  AT  UPPERCHURCH, 
TIPPERARY. 
Mb.  P.  J.  O'BRIEN  (Tipperary,  N.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Postmaster  General, 
with  reference  to  the  memorial  re- 
ceived from  the  inhabitants  of  Drum- 
bane  and  Upperehurch,  County  Tip- 
perary, praying  for  the  accommodation 
of  a  Sunday  post  at  Upperchurch, 
whether  the  only  cost  to  be  incurred 
would  be  the  payment  of  a  rural 
messenger  for  the  one  day  in  the  week 
extra,  for  a  distance  of  five  miles,  from 
Ballycahill  to  Upperchurch ;  and 
whether,  in  the  interests  of  the  Public 
Service,  having  regard  to  the  large 
district  to  be  accommodated  with   a 

EDpulation  of  nearly  3,000  inhabitants, 
e  will  see  his  way  to  have  the  want 
provided  for  ? 

Sib  JAMES  FERGUSSON:  The 
cost  to  be  incurred  (between  £7  and  £8 
a  year)  would  be  the  payment  of  a 
rural  postman  for  the  one  day  in  the 
week  extra,  but  the  distance  which 
would  have  to  be  walked  would  not  be 
five  miles  but  fully  twelve  miles.  As 
the  existing  post  is  carried  on  at  a 
serious  loss  it  is  not  considered  that 
any  extra  expenditure  should  be  in- 
curred in  connection  with  it. 

CLERKS  IN  THE  CENTRAL  TELE- 
GRAPH OFFICE. 

Ms.  M'CARTAN  (Down,  S.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Postmaster  General  whether 
second  class  olerks  in  the  Central  Tele- 
graph Office,  who  are  performing  duties 
exactly  similar  to  those  performed  by 
first  class  clerks,  are  entitled  to  promo- 
tion or  extra  pay  in  respect  of  the  per- 
formance of  such  duties  ;  whether  any 
second  class  clerks  now  performing 
first  class  duties  shall  receive  compen- 
sation for  such  periods  as  they  have 
performed  duties  of  a  higher  class ; 
whether  the  clerks  have  any  means  of 
distinguishing  between  first  and  second 
class  duties  during  their  performance  ; 
and  whether  he  will  consider  the  desir- 
ability of  directing  that  in  future  all 
promotions  from  the  second  to  the  first 
class  are  made  so  far  retrospective  as  to 
Mr,  E.  Stanhope 


ensure  that  the  clerk  promoted  "  enjoys 
a  similar  advantage"  to  that  of  his 
immediate  predecessors? 

•Sib  JAMES  FERGUSSON:  Second 
class  telegraphists,  who,  owing  to  the 
exigencies  of  the  Service,  may  oe  tem- 
porarily employed  upon  first  class  duties 
are  undoubtedly  qualifying  themselves 
for  promotion  to  the  superior  class  when 
vacancies  occur.  Without  such  oppor- 
tunity for  acquiring  the  necessary 
qualification  they,  of  course,  could  not 
be  promoted,  and  when  promotion  w 
obtained  this  in  itself  affords  sufficient 
compensation  for  any  temporary  dis- 
charge of  higher  duties.  This  hi  tho 
universal  rule  of  the  Service,  and  I 
should  think  of  all  other  Services,  and 
there  is  no  ground  whatever  for  altering 
it.  The  distinction  between  first  ana 
second  class  duties  is  generally  well 
understood,  but  there  may  be  oases,  of 
course,  in  which  the  one  very  nearly 
approaches  the  other.  It  is  not  the 
practice  of  the  Service  in  any  ease  to 
make  promotion  retrospective  beyond 
the  date  of  the  vacancy. 

POLLING  CARDS. 
♦Sir  JAMES  FERGUSSON:  If.  the 
House  will  allow  me  I  will  take  this 
opportunity  of  mentioning,  with  refe- 
rence to  questions  as  to  what  may  be  in- 
serted in  polling  cards  so  as  to  pass  by 
post  at  the  halfpenny  rate,  that  the  dis- 
tinctions maintained  appear  to  be  bo 
troublesome,  that  I  have  given  instruc- 
tions that  the  name  and  number  of  the 
voter  may  be  inserted  in  writing,  and 
a  circular  to  this  effect  will  be  issued 
immediately. 

ARBORICULTURE  IK  IRELAND. 

Mb.  HARRISON  (Tipperary,  Mid.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether 
the  authorities  in  Ireland,  following  tho 
precedent  set  by  the  Board  of  Agricul- 
ture in  England,  have  taken  any  stays 
to  provide  for  suitable  instruction  u» 
the  higher  and  lower  branches  of 
arboriculture  and  silviculture,  as  advised 
by  the  Select  Committee  on  Forestry  in 
1887? 

Mb.  JACKSON  :  The  authorities  in 
Ireland  have  taken  some  practical  steps- 
wit  h  reference  to  the  questions  of 
forestry  and  of  planting,  and  I  have 
already  answered  questions  on  the  Ittb- 
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**  *T£  ^l^T   '"IT     I   *m  .D<>t  THE  OFFICE  OF  WOODS  AND  FORESTS 

aware  that  they  have  taken  any  steps  «^^  *  w******* 

for  instigation  In  the  branches  referred  AND    LAND    AVENUES    OF    THE 

to  in  the  question,  nor  do  I  think  that  CROWN. 

they  would.  That  would  very  well  Mr.  SAMUELSON  (Gloucester,. 
oome  within  the  powers  or  duties  of  the  Forest  of  Dean) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Sec- 
Congested  Districts  Board,  to  whom  retary  to  the  Treasury  when  he  yvill 
Ibe  question  has  been  referred.  introduce  the  Bill  promised  last  Session 

by  his  predecessor,  to  carry  out  the  re- 

THE  STAMP  DISTRIBUTOR  AT  commendations  of  the  Committee  of 

GOOLE.  this  House  which  reported  upon  the 

Mb.  AUSTIN  (York,  W.R.,  Osgold-  administration  of  the  Office  of  Woods 

cross)  :   I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  gJ^J68*8  and  Land  Revenues  of  the 

the  Treasury  if  his  attention  has  been  lgJJ  SECRETARY  to  the  TREA- 

o&Ued   to   a    memorial    sent    to    the  SURY  (Sir  John  Gorst,  Chatham) :  I 

Treasury,  numerously  signed  by  ship-  hope  very  shortly  to  be  able  to  intro- 

owners,  bankers,  merchants,  chairmen  duce  the  Crown  Lands  Bill — probably 

of  the  Local  Bodies,  and  others,  gentle-  in  the  course  of  next  week. 

of  both  political  parties,  protesting  Mr-  SAMUELSON :  Before  Easter? 


against  the  position  of   stamp  distri-  SlR  JOHN  GORST :  Oh,  certainly. 

trator  being  taken  from  the  office  of  ,  , 

Messrs.  Gardiner  k  Co.,  printers  and  THE  LAG0S  DISTRICT, 
publishers,  Goole,  they  having  held  the  Mr.  W.  F.  LAWRENCE  (Liverr 
office  for  many  years  to  the  satisfaction  pool,  Abercromby) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
of  the  public  and  faithfully  to  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colo- 
Grown  ;  if  it  is  true  that  Mr.  Elvin,  the  nies  aquestionof  which  I  have  given  him 
printer  and  publisher  of  a  new  Con-  private  notice  whether,  having  regard 
servative  newspaper  recently  established  to  the  statement  he  made  in  reply  to 
at  Goole,  has  been  appointed  stamp  the  hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  North- 
distributor  ;  and  if  he  will  consider  the  West  Manchester  (Sir  Henry  Houlds- 
additional  appointment  of  Mr.  Robert  worth),  it  is  correct,  as  reported,  that 
Hudson,  a  member  of  the  firm  of  the  Jebus  are  still  blocking  trade ;  and 
Messrs.  Gardiner  &  Co.,  who  has  practi-  whether  he willgive  the  House  anymore 
tally  discharged  the  duties  of  the  office  recent  information  on  the  subject? 
for  some  time?  Sir  JOHN  GORST :  I  am  asked  to 
The  FIRST  LORD  of  the  TREA-  rePty  on  behalf  of  my  right  hon.  Friend. 

SUBY  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester,  Jn  re^  *°  fthe  first  q^stion  I  am  in- 

„ .      e\                  i_  n*         •  i          i    1  formed  that  an  arrangement  has  been 

.E.) :    Sir,  no  such  Memorial  as  that  made  with  the  Jebug  on  the  2i8t   of 

described  by  the  hon.  Member  has  been  January,  by  which  they  undertook  to 
brought  to  my  notice.  I  understand  keep  the  roads  and  river  free  to  all 
that  Mr.  Gardiner  resigned  last  autumn,  persons,  and  to  levy  no  tolls,  in  con- 
Mr.  Elvin,  who  was  strongly  recom-  sideration  of  a  yearly  present  of  £500* 
mended  from  other  quarters  and  is  well  ?he  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
qualified,  was  selected.  The  salary  has  now  learnt  by  telegram  that  they 
attached  is  only  £8.  The  Inland  havebroken  this  agreement,  and  that 
Bevenue  Department  cannot,  I  under-  ™  °mf\  sent  to  remonstrate  was  not 

fend,  recommend  that  this  £8  should  bSSo™<*  ^JF?**  to  J^u  G0de\ the 

be  further  sub-divided  by  being  alio-  capita  of  their  territory.  The  Secretary 

ttted  to  two  individuals.  £  S*a*£  ha^  £°  JUSt  1?w?lt  bl tel<^am 

u-     ATTcnrrvr     ^    t      j      *.     j  i.u  fcnat    tne    letter    sent    to    the    Egba 

Mr  AUSTIN  :  Do  I  understand  the  authoritie8  has  heen  returned  unop^ed, 

Rrtt  Lord  of  the  Treasury  to  say  that  and  thafc  th      decline  fco  ^  ^j^. 

no  such  Memorial  has  been  received?  munication  ^th  the  Governor  of  Lagos. 

Mr.   A.    J.    BALFOUR :    No  such  Mr.  Carter,  the  Governor  of  Lagos,  is 

Memorial  has  been  received.  Up  the  country,  but  is  expected  back  on 

Mr.    AUSTIN  :     I    have    a    letter  9th  March.    He  has  been  instructed  by 

tftknowledging  receipt  of  the  Memorial,  telegraph  to  report  at  once  fully  upon 
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the  position,  and  as  to  the  measures 
which  he  would  recommend  to  be 
taken. 

THE  ARMY  AND  NAVY  ESTIMATES. 

Mr.  H.  H.  FOWLER :  I  wish  to 
ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
when  he  proposes  to  lay  the  Navy 
Estimates  and  the  Army  Estimates  on 
the  Table  of  the  House ;  and  I  would 
ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
whether  his  attention  has  been  called 
to  the  Rule  of  the  House  that  Estimates 
relating  to  the  Army  and  Navy  must 
be  laid  on  the  Table  within  ten  days 
after  the  House  goes  into  Committee 
'Of  Supply,  which  ten  days  have  now 
•expired  ? 

Lord  G.  HAMILTON :  I  am  afraid 
it  is  not  always  possible  to  adhere  to 
that  resolution.  The  Army  Estimates,  I 
understand,  will  be  circulated  to- 
morrow, and  the  Navy  Estimates,  I 
hope,  in  the  early  part  of  next  week. 

NOTICES  OF  MOTION. 


MORNING    SITTINGS. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  With  rela- 
tion, more  or  less,  to  the  question 
which  has  been  put,  I  wish  to  give 
notice  that  I  will  on  Thursday,  in  view 
-of  the  condition  of  Supply,  move  that, 
on  Tuesdays  and  Fridays,  Morning 
Sittings  should  be  taken  for  the  purpose 
of  dealing  with  Supply,  and  for  the 
purpose  of  reading  Bills  for  the  first 
time,  but  for  those  purposes  alone. 

Mr.  SEXTON  (Belfast,  W.) :  The 
first  business  of  the  House  to-morrow 
is  to  promote  peace  and  goodwill  in 
Ireland  by  providing  some  means  of 
restoring  evicted  tenants  in  that 
country.  If  the  Sitting  begins  at  2 
o'clock,  that  will  not  afford  to  hon. 
Members  who  promote  the  Bill  any 
fair  or  adequate  opportunity  of  having 
their  proposals  properly  considered. 
And  on  the  principle  that  the  better 
'the  day  the  better  the  deed,  I  would 
suggest  that  the  House  meet  at  12 
-o'clock,  the  usual  hour. 

Mr.  J.  REDMOND  (Waterford) : 
For  my  own  part,  I  have  always  in  past 
years  voted  in  favour  of  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  House  on  Ash  Wednesday, 
and  I  would  not  on  this  occasion 
interfere  to  express  objection  to  that. 

*  Sir  John  Gorst 


But  the  fortune  of  the  ballot  has  cast 
for    to-morrow  a  Bill   that  Members 
in    every    part    of   the    House    must 
acknowledge    is    one    of    far-reaching 
importance.    Indeed,  the    right    hon. 
Gentleman  the  Leader  of   the  House 
will  be  the  last  to  deny  that  it  is  an 
important  question.    There  are  at  this 
moment  in  Ireland  many  hundreds  of 
families    of    evicted    tenants,    whose 
position    is    such    that    so    long    as 
these  tenants  remain  as  they  are,  the 
public  peace  must  be  imperilled.    The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Leader  of  the 
House    himself    recognised    the    im- 
portance of  the  matter,  for  in  the  Act  of 
last  year  he  inserted  a  clause  for  the 
purpose  of  enabling  them  to  be  restored 
to    their    holdings.    That  clause  was 
limited  as  to  time,  and  that  time  has 
expired,  and  the  tenants  are  still  out  of 
their    homes.     Under    these    circum- 
stances, Mr.  Speaker,  no  one  will  deny, 
least  of  all  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
the  importance  of  considering  this  ques- 
tion from    the  point  of    view  of   the 
tenants,  of  the  landlords,  and  of  those 
who  are  responsible  for  the  government 
and  tranquillity  of  Ireland.    That  is  the 
subject  to  be  dealt  with  by  the  Bill 
first  in  the  Orders  for  to-morrow,  and 
no  one  will  deny  that  it  cannot  be  ade- 
quately discussed  in  the  three  hours 
which  will  be  at  our  disposal  if  the 
House    meets   at    2  o'clock.      Under 
these  circumstances,  Mr.  Speaker,   I 
think  we  have  a  strong  case  for  saying 
that  it  would  be  in  the  interests  of  the 
people  of  Ireland  if  the  House  were  to 
meet  at  the  ordinary  hour  to-morrow. 
It  may  be  that  the  old  custom  of  the 
Adjournment  is  venerable  by  its  age ; 
but  I  am  bound  to  say  that  I  think,  in 
the  case  of  the  vast  majority  of  the 
Members  of  the  House,  the  Adjourn- 
ment is  very  little  short  of  an  act  of 
hyprocrisy;   and  if   an    inquiry    were 
made  as  to  the  number  of  Members 
who  take  advantage  of  the  Adjournment 
to  attend  Divine    Service,  the  result 
would  be  very  extraordinary.     I  appeal 
to  the  House  not  to  stand  in  the  way 
of  a  complete  discussion  of  this  Bill. 
The  meeting   at   12    would    not  pre- 
vent any  hon.  Member  from  attending 
Divine  Service    and    then  coming  to 
the     House    to    express    his    views 
and   record     his    vote,    for  the  dis- 
cussion is  certain  to  go  on  all  the  after- 
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toon.  For  these  reasons  I  agree  with  the 
ion.  Member  for  West  Belfast  (Mr. 
Sexton)  in  voting  against  the  Adjourn- 
ment of  the  House,  and  I  appeal  to  hon. 
Hembers  to  assist  us  the  Represents,- 
ares  of  Ireland,  in  our  effort  to  obtain 
or  this  Bill,  which  affects  so  greatly 
ihe  well-being  of  our  people,  a  full 
liseoBsion. 

SCHOOLS  (IRELAND.) 

Betnrns  [Feb  29]  ordered— 

"(A)  Individual  School*.  The  total  Grants, 
Mr  the  senna)  School  Returns  certified  by  the 
Kaaaavm,  made  by  the  Irian  National  Board 
t  Miration  in  thn  year  1890  to  each  of  the 


(o)  Presbyterian  management ; 
'"    Oder  the  management  of 
;    (e)   Schools  under  the 
igement  of  Episcopalians 
;  or  (f)  other  Protestant 
and    (g)    Schools 
nent  of  Protectants 
11  Catholics  (exclusive  of  Grants  to 
and    Monastic    Schools,   Gaol  and 
w  (Model,  &c.)  Schools) : 
The  Baton  to  specify  — 

(L)  Whether  the  School  is  under  a  local 
Committee    recognised  by    the    Com- 


(U.)  To  s 


■e  in  separate  columns  for 
. .  __  .  3inary  School  (a)  the  number 
on  the  rolls ;  (b)  the  average  attend' 

(TIL)  In  separate  columns,  Details  under 
the   several  heads   for    each  ordinary 
School:    (a)  salaries,  gratuities,    pre- 
miums   to    teaching    staff,    including 
assistants,    monitors,  and  teachers  of 
nsedlevrork;   (b)  results  payments  ;  (c) 
books  and  free  stock  ; 
(IV.)  The  average  Cost  of  each  Scholar 
in  average  daily  attendance,  calculated 
on  the  total  of  the  Board's  Grants ; 
(V.)  The  amount  of  local  Aid  raised  for 
each  School   (a)   in   School  fees;   (b) 
from  other  sources,  including  Rates  and 
Customs  and  Excise  payments  ; 
(VL)  The  average  Cost  of  each  Scholar 
in  average  daily  attendance,  calculated 
on  the  total  local  Aid: 
(B)  Similar  Return  in  the  case  of  all  Con- 
ant  ssd  Monastic  Schools  for  the  year  1890, 
!■  (s)  Attendances ;  (b)  Grants  {  (e)  local 
£Jl  (d)  avnrago  Cost  per  Pupil  in  average 
■%  •Ueudancs^  computed  (a)  on  the  Board's 


9  attendance,  « 
at;  (b)  on  the 


local  Aid: 


(C)  (t)  The  total  number  of  ordinary 
■M  for  the  veers  1860,  1870,  1880, 
1890,  with  total  number  of  pupils  on 


reus,  and  average  attendance,  with  per- 
lealsMi  of  average  attendance  to  total 
on  rolls ;  the  total  amount  of  Grants 
siade,  distinguishing  (a)  results  fees: 
(b)  ■SnTstl  and  other  payments;  and 
saving  the  average  cost  of  each  pupil  in 
TOL.  I,  [NEW   SERIES.] 


average  attendance  on  the  totals  of  the 
columns  under  (a)  results  fees ;  (b) 
salaries,  &■  c. ; 
(II.)  (a)  Total  local  Aid ;  and  (b)  average 
cost  per  pupil  (in  average  attendance) 
on  local  Aid  : 

(D)  Similar  Return  for  Convent  and  Monas- 
tic Schools  for  the  same  yean : 

(E)  Similar  Return  for  the  Board's  Model 
Schools  for  the  same  years  (specific  charges 
for  dietary  and  other  residential  expenses 
connected  with  the  training  departments  of 
the  Model  Schools  to  be  excluded) : 

(F)  Return  from  the  several  Denomina- 
tional Training  Colleger  in  Ireland  aided  by 
the  Board,  for  each  year  since  their  establish- 
ment, and  ending  with  the  session  terminated 
on  the  31st  day  of  August.  1890,  and  show- 
ing— 

(1.)  The  length  of  the  course  of  training 
(a)  the  total  amount  of  Board's  Grants, 
and  the  total  certified  college  expendi- 
ture for  each  session  ;  (b)  the  total 
numbers  trained  (males  and  females 
separate) ;  (e)  the  avenge  cost  of  each 
Queen's  scholar  who  completed  the 
course  of  training  (1)  Board's  Grants, 
(2)  total  certified  college  expenditure ; 

(II.)  ThetotalnumberorQueen'sscholars 
for  each  College  who,  since  oomptetinir 
the  final  course  of  training  ended 


other  public  elementary  Schools  in  Ire- 
land ; 
(III.)  The   names,  titles,  functions,  and 
Salaries,  dec.,  of  each  of  the  professors 
appointed    on     the    Staffs    of    these 
Colleges: 
The  Return  also  to  include  particulars  for 
the  principal  and  for  each  of  the  officials  of 
tbese  Colleges,  and  to   distinguish   lay   and 
clerical ; 

(G)  Corresponding  Returns  for  the  Board's 
own  Training  College  in  Marlborough  Street 
lor  five  years  ending  with  the  31st  day  of 
August,  1890,  with  religious  denominations  of 


Queen's  scholars  in  residence  : 

(H)   Summaries  and  averages  in   ease 
last  two  Returns."— (4T>.  T.  W.  RwatU.) 


at 


SITTINGS  OF  THE  HOUSE. 
(ASH   WEDNESDAY.) 

Motion  made,  and  Question  put, 
"  That  this  House  do  meet  To- 
morrow, at  Two  of  the  clock." — {Mr. 
A.  J.  Balfour.) 

The  House  divided  : — Ayes  174  ; 
Noes  154.— (Div.  List,  No.  14.) 

KE CREATION   GROUNDS    BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr,  Llewellyn,  Bill  to  facili- 
tate the  provision  of  Recreation  Grounds  in 
Rural  Parishes,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by 
Mr.  Llewellyn  and  Sir  Edward  Birkbeck. 

Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [Bill  201.] 
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GREENWICH  HOSPITAL. 
(6.45.)  Colonel  HUGHES  (Wool- 
wich) :  I  beg,  Sir,  to  move  the  Motion 
which  is  printed  on  the  Paper  in  my 
name.  I  have  considered  this  question 
during  the  Recess,  in  order  to  make  my- 
self thoroughly  acquainted  with  the 
mhvutice  of  the  case,  and  I  also  wrote 
to  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  and 
received  a  reply,  which,  while  not 
admitting  that  there  was  any  great 
injustice,  admitted  that  the  funds  were 
short,  and  that  for  a  considerable  num- 
ber of  years  the  claims  had  been  greater 
than  the  fund  was  able  to  satisfy. 
I  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  plea 
of  the  money  not  being  sufficient  was 
not  an  answer  to  the  claim  of  the  sea- 
men, if  there  had  been  a  contract  or 
anything  in  the  nature  of  an  implied 
contract.  It  seemed  to  me  the  only 
way  to  dispose  of  the  matter  was  to 
ask  for  a  Select  Committee,  which 
would  settle  the  question  once  for  all, 
so  that  the  agitation  might  cease.  I 
am  happy  to  inform  the  House  that 
the  Government  have  agreed  with  me 
that  it  would  be  better  to  deal  with  the 
subject  by  referring  it  to  a  Select  Com- 
mittee, and  though  I  acknowledge  with 
thankfulness  the  support  which  I  know 
I  should  have  received  from  all  parts 
of  the  House  if  I  went  to  a  Division,  I 
am  glad  to  be  relieved  of  the  un- 
pleasantness and  uncertainty  of  such 
a  course  by  the  Government  having 
acceded  to  my  solicitation  and  granted 
the  Committee.  The  Committee  having 
been  granted,  I  do  not  think  I  have  a 
right  to  detain  the  House.  Suffice  it  is 
to  say  that  my  letter  to  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty  and  his  reply 
have  been  issued  to-day,  and  I  hope 
every  Member  of  the  House  will 
take  the  trouble  to  read  that 
correspondence,  as  it  contains  all  that 
I  could  have  said.  I  ask,  therefore,  to 
be  excused  from  doing  more  than  move 
the  Motion  which  stands  in  my  name, 
which  I  do  with  a  great  deal  of 
pleasure,  and  the  hope  that  at  last 
justice  will  be  done  to  seamen  who 
have  served  their  country  well  and 
should  have  a  just  reward. 

(6.50.)  Mr.  T.  W.  BOOED  (Green- 
wich) :  I  am  delighted  to  hear  that  the 
Government  have  granted  the  Com- 
mittee.    The  main  fact  it  will  have  to 


deal  with  is  that  there  are  about 
2,000  men  who  are  very  dissatisfied 
with  their  position,  and  that  itself 
seems  to  me  almost  sufficient  justifica- 
tion for  the  action  of  the  Government. 
Under  the  circumstances  just  stated, 
I  shall  not  venture  to  take  up  the  time- 
of  the  House,  but  shall  content  myself 
with  seconding  the  Motion. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

"  That  a  Select  Committee  be  appointed  to- 
inquire  into  the  causes  which  have  led  to  the 
limitation  in  the  number  of  seamen  receiving 
age  pensions  out  of  Greenwich  Hospital 
Funds,  and  to  consider  whether  any  steps  earn 
properly  be  taken  to  make  provision  for  s> 
larger  number  of  age  pensioners,  and  to* 
inquire  into  their  alleged  grievances : 

That  the  Committee  do  consist  of  Nine- 
Members  : 

That  the  Committee  have  power  to  send  for 
persons,  papers,  and  records : 

That  Five  be  the  quorum."— (Colonel Hvghts.> 

(6.52.)      Captain    PRICE    (Devon- 
port)  :  I   desire,   in  a  few  words,   to- 
express  my  satisfaction  at  the  course 
the    Government  have  adopted.     The 
subject  is  one  which  has  been  brought 
before  the  House  by  myself  and  others 
for  a  number  of  years,  and    it    is  a 
growing  grievance,  the  men    affected  , 
being     something     like     double     the- 
number  that  it  was  when  I  first  called  , 
attention   to    the  matter.    There   are- 
several  grievances  to  be   considered. 
We  have  to  consider  whether  the  fund 
has  been  properly  dealt  with,  whether 
there  has  been   any  misappropriation 
or  not,  and  how   the    funds  may  be- 
increased.     It  is  a  general  idea  among^ 
the  pensioners  that  they  have  not  been 
treated  fairly  in  this  matter,  and  that* 
faith    has    been    broken    with   them- 
When  after  their  first  term  of  service 
they  agreed  for  a  second  term,  they  -, 
did  so  in  the  belief  that  this  Greenwich 
age  pension  was  an  inalienable  right, 
and  that  they  would   get   it   without  __.n 
doubt  at  55  or  60  years  of  age.    H*=r* 
Admiralty  have  introduced  rules  tint x 
were  not  thought  of  at  the  time  of  ti» 
Hospital  Charter,  and,  as  a  matter  of; 
fact,  some  of  the  men  do  not  now  enjoy 
those  benefits  which  were  then  heUj 
out  to  them.    In  the  old  days  thei* 
were  only  two  principles  to  guide  lb* 
granting  of    these  pensions:   one  the 
question  of  age,  and  the  other  that  of 
the  roster.     All  that  is  set  on  one  side- 
now,    and  a    principle  of  selection  ** 
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adopted.  That  will  be  a  point  for  the 
Committee  to  inquire  into. 
•Mb.  KNATCHBULL-HUGESSEN 
{North  East  Kent):  As  representing  the 
dockyard  town  of  Sheerness,  where 
many  persons  claiming  this  pension 
reside,  I  must  ask  permission  to 
aay  a  word  or  two  in  support  of  the 
Motion  of  my  hon.  and  gallant  Friend. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  many  of  these  men 
■entered  the  Service  in  the  full  belief 
that  at  65  they  would,  as  a  matter  of 
B,  become  entitled  to  this  pension, 
they  think  themselves  hardly 
that,  by  the  retrospective 
operation  of  a  rule  passed  after  they 
sad  entered  the  Service,  they  should  be 
deprived  of  their  pensions.  It  is 
alfegail  that  this  fund  has  been  diverted, 
and  that  point  could  be  looked  into  by 
the  Committee.  I  am  very  glad  this 
justice  is  to  be  done,  and  in  the  name 
-of  my  constituents  I  thank  the  Govern- 
ment. 

Mb.  J.  ROWLANDS  (Finsbury,  E.)  : 
I  know  there  are  many  on  this  side  of 
the  House  who  would  have  supported 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  for  Wool- 
wich (Colonel  Hughes)  in  his  Motion 
had  it  gone  to  a  Division.  Many  of  us 
have  had  the  case  brought  before  us  by 
our  constituents,  and  we  are  aware 
that  at  least  they  think  they  are  suffer- 
ing under  a  great  grievance.  It  is  un- 
necessary to  go  into  the  case ;  but  I 
am  sure  only  justice  is  being  done  to 
them  by  appointing  this  Committee  to 
into  their  case  ;  and  if  there  be  no 
grievance,  it  will  tend  to  set  their  minds 
it  rest. 

(6.55.)  The  CIVIL  LORD  op  the 
ADMIRALTY  (Mr.  Ashmead-Bart- 
LSTT,  Sheffield,  Ecciesh&ll)  ;  The  modi- 
fied form  of  the  Motion  enables 
the  Government  to  assent  to  an 
inquiry  into  the  claims  of  the  naval 
pensioners.  Since  the  Motion  has  been 
on  the  Faper  the  Government  have 
aKome  aware  that  there  is  a  wide- 
spread feeling  amongst  the  naval  pen- 
sioners that  their  claims  to  Greenwich 
age  pensions  have  not  been  fully 
satisfied,  and  the  Government  feel  that 
there  is  no  class  of  men  whose  interests, 
sentiments,  and  even  prejudices  are 
■ore  deserving  of  generous  considera- 
tion than  those  gallant  sailors  and 
■urines  who  have  so  long  served  their 


Queen  with  loyalty  and  credit.  The 
Government,  therefore,  while  not  re- 
ceding from  the  view  which  has  been 
expressed  on  this  question  by  successive 
Boards  of  Admiralty,  and  both  Parties, 
are  glad  to  concede  the  inquiry.  By  the 
first  of  next  month  there  will  be  no  less 
than  7,500  naval  pensioners  in  receipt  of 
Greenwich  age  pensions,  being  an  in- 
crease of  400  on  last  year.  The  Admi- 
ralty have  also  decided  that  the  amount 
of  naval  pension  is  no  longer  to  betaken 
into  account  in  awarding  Greenwich 
age  pensions.  That  is  a  boon  very 
much  pressed  by  the  Committee  which 
sat  last  year.  I  may  also  say  that  at 
the  present  time,  out  of  a  total  expendi- 
ture of  £168,000,  no  less  than  £148,000 
is  directly  devoted  to  the  benefit  of  the 
sailors  and  marines.  The  Government 
grant  this  Committee  with  satisfaction 
at  the  request  of  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Member  who  has  taken  such  great  in- 
terest in  the  claims  of  these  pensioners, 
and  are  confident  that  the  result  of  the 
investigation  will  be  to  the  credit  of  the 
direction  and  administration  of  the 
funds  of  this  most  useful  institution, 
Greenwich  Hospital. 
Motion  agreed  to. 

SCHOOL  BOARD  FOR  LONDON. 
MOTION    FOB   AN    ADDRESS. 

(7.0.)  Mb.  DIXON  -HARTLAND 
(Middlesex,  Uxbridge) :  I  beg  to  move — 

"  That  an  humble  Address  be  presented  to 
Her  Majesty,  asking  Her  to  appoint  a  Itoyal 
CommisniOD  to  investigate^  the  action  and  the 
extravagance  of  the  London  School  Board, 
and  the  cause  of  the  high  rates  raised  for  its  use 
in  the  Metropolis." 

I  wish,  in  the  first  place,  to  say  that  I 
do  not  propose  to  take  up  unnecessarily 
the  time  of  the  House,  but  the  docu- 
ments I  have  to  deal  with  are  of  a 
character  which  may  require  some  time 
in  the  treatment  of  them,  and  to 
justify  my  action  in  asking  for  a 
Royal  Commission.  In  the  first 
place,  I  wish  to  say  that  the  Motion  is 
not  intended  in  any  way  as  an  attack 
upon  education.  It  is,  in  fact,  in  its 
favour ;  as  anything  which  tends  to 
make  education  unpopular  is  injurious 
to  education  itself.  Under  the 
name  of  promoting  education  the 
money  of  the  ratepayers  has  been  shame- 
fully squandered;   the  pockets  of  the 
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Metropolitan  ratepayers  have  been 
scandalously  picked ;  and  this  has  been 
fully  recognised  by' Mr.  Diggle,  Mr. 
Helby,  Mr.  Lobb,  and  many  other 
members  of  the  Board.  They  have 
shown  that  they  considered  that  this 
is  a  case  which  should  be  thoroughly 
investigated.  In  July,  1888,  the  fol- 
lowing resolution  was  placed  upon  the 
agenda  paper  of  the  Board : — 

"That  Sir  Richard  Temple  and  Colonel 
Hughes  be  requested  to  take  the  necessary  steps 
in  the  House  of  Commons  to  obtain  a  Royal 
Commission,  with  powers  to  call  for  necessary 
papers  and  persons,  to  investigate  upon  oath 
the  whole  mode  by  which  sites  have  been 
acquired  and  school  buildings  erected  thereon 
by  the  School  Board  for  London," 

which,  of  course,  was  not  carried,  and 
in  July,  1890,  a  similar  motion  was  also 
defeated.   Now,  first,  with  regard  to  the 
cost  of  the  School  Board,  I  find  that  up 
to  the  23rd  March,  1891,  it  has  been  no 
-less    than     £26,399,066,    less     about 
£1,000,000  for  the  payment  of  loans. 
The    debt    was  £7,309,000,   and    the 
interest  and  repayment  on  that  amount 
was  about  £400,000,  or  about  3d.  in  the 
£1,     the    amount     which     we    were 
told  in  1870  would  never  be  exceeded, 
and  yet    that    is    now  necessary  for 
the    loan     only.       As    late     as     the 
year   1875  the   rate  was  only  3d.  in 
the    £1,    and    now   it     is    Is.,    with 
every  probability  of  its  being  increased 
Id.  per  year  for  some  years  to  come. 
I  ask  you,  what  would  be  said  to  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  if  he  pro- 
posed to  add  a  penny  a  year  to   the 
Income  Tax  ?  If  the  rateable  value  of  the 
Metropolis  had  continued  as  it  was  in 
1871,  the  rate  would  have  been  Is.  6d. 
in  the  £1 ;  but  the  increase  in  the  value 
from  £19,970,000  to  £33,000,000,  or  an 
increase  of  65  per  cent.,  has  alone  kept 
the  rate  to  Is.     This  is  more  strongly 
shown  by  the  rate  in  1871,  which  pro- 
duced £83,200,  whilst  in  1891  it  pro- 
duced £137,800.    During  the  last  three 
years  the  rate  has  been  increasing  by 
leaps  and  bounds,  till  in  1891  it  has 
reached    £1,483,174,  or  £454,291  in- 
crease.      It    may  be   said    that   this 
is  due  to  the    increase    of    scholars. 
But  what  are  the  facts  ?     I  find  that 
in  the  year  1891  the  average  attendance 
was  only  14,130  more  than   in  1889 ; 
while  the  increase  of  rates  has  been 
44-15  per  cent.,  the  increase  of  attend- 

Mr.  Dixon- Hartland 


ance  has  been  only  4*12  per  cent.    In 
the  year  1875  the  precept  of  the  Board 
was  for    £551,247,  while  in   1890  it 
amounted  to  nearly  £1,500,000,  or  what 
is  practically  about  treble  the  amount. 
In  order  to  show,  further,  that  the  vast 
increase  of  expenditure  has  not  been 
accounted  for  by  the  additional  num- 
bers educated,  I  may  say  that  while 
in   1883  240,000  were    educated   for 
£679,595,  in  1891  it  cost  £1,403,280  to 
educate  349,291  children,  or,  in  fact, 
more    than    double    the    amount    to 
educate  only    100,000    more.       Now, 
having   given    these  facts,  I  wish  to 
refer  to  the  reasons  which  I  believe  have 
led  to  this  extraordinary   increase  of 
expenditure.    It  is  equally  intelligible 
how  the  extravagance  arises.    Given  a 
body  of  men,  many  of  whom  have  no 
practical  acquaintance  with  business, 
and  some  of  whom  are  possessed  by 
impracticable  notions,  and  given  still 
further  that  they  are  not  bound  by  the 
limitations  which  affect  a  man  who  is 
carrying  on  business  on  his  own  ac- 
count, [but  has  a  practically  unlimited 
fund  upon  which  to  draw,  and  it  stands 
to  reason  that  an  extravagant  expendi- 
ture will  follow,  almost  as  a  matter  of 
course.    But  when,  in  addition  to  fads, 
you  have  to  consider  the  dishonesty 
of   contractors  and    the    carelessness 
of     Boards,    and     the     gross    negli- 
gence, if  not  worse,  of  architects  and 
clerks  of  works,  and  fraud  in  the  pur- 
chase of  sites,  to  which  must  be  added 
the  exorbitant  salaries  of  the  staff  and 
teachers,  it    is  not    difficult   to   see 
how  the  expenditure    of  the    School 
Board  has  so  enormously    increased,  A 
all  which  subjects  can  only  be  thoroughly  "\ 
brought  to  light  by  a  Koyal  Commis-  > 
sion.    The  School  Management  Com-  > 
mittee  is  one  of  the  great  spending  de-  % 
partments  of  the  Board.    It  at  present  r 
pays  to  teachers  £910,790  a  year,  the 
salaries     rising     automatically.    The 
teachers  now  receive  52s.  4d.  per  child, 
or  Is.  lOd.  more  than  in  1890,  and  I 
find  that  a  large  number  of  them  an 
husbands  and  wives.    Seven  of  tbo* 
couples  receive  over  £600  a  year,  IB 
over  £500,  27  over  £400,  40  over  SUA 
108  over  £200,  whilst  there  are  onlyfl 
receiving    under  £200    a   year.    ™ 
highest     single    salary     paid    to    t 
teacher    is    £460.    I    can    only  «J 
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that  if  the  teachers  are  worth 
all  this  money,  they  are  too  good, 
as  they  certainly  are  too  expensive,  for 
Board  schools,  and  their  salaries  are 
sach  as  would  be  weloomed  by  clergy- 
men and  ministers.  The  present 
salaries  of  men  teachers  is  £326  Is.  Od. 
to  £136  10s.  2d.,  and  women  teachers, 
£284  6s.  lOd.  to  £111  5s.  Id.  The 
salaries  of  the  teachers  have  in- 
creased during  the  past  ten  years 
107  per  cent.,  to  nearly  £1,000,000, 
or  7d.  in  the  £1  on  the  rates, 
with  no  increase  of  educational  pro- 
gress or  practical  training ;  and  whilst 
the  average  from  1886  to  1888  was 
£1  17s.  2d.  per  child  per  annum  only 
for  school  management,  it  is  now  no 
less  than  £2  9s.  Id.  I  think  that  the 
following,  taken  from  the  Report  of  the 
Committee  of  Council  on  Education 
for  1890-91,  page  26,  will  show  how 
much  higher  this  cost  is  than  that  of 
the  voluntary  schools — 

"  We  may  mention,  with  regard  to  the  prin- 
cipal teachers  in  the  Metropolitan  district, 
that  m  the  past  year  the  average  salary  of  368 
wsstftrs  in  voluntary  schools  was  £152  17s.  2d., 
and  that  of  379  masters    in  Board  schools 
£883  10s.  IOcL,  while  762  schoolmistresses  in 
Board  schools  enjoyed  an  average  income  of 
£199  lis.  5&,  as  compared  with  £90  18s.  6d.— 
that  of    797  teachers  in   voluntary  schools. 
The    salaries    of   11    masters    in   voluntary 
schools  and  167  in  Board  schools  amounted  to 
£900  a  year  and  upwards,  whilst  three  mis- 
tresses in  voluntary  and  366  in  Board  schools 
had  salaries  of  £200  and  upwards." 

And  to  show  that  the  cost  is  beyond 
that  of  other  districts,  it  will  be  found 
that  teachers  of  equal  capacity  outside 
the  London  School  Board  receive 
salaries  from  25  to  33  per  cent,  less, 
and  at  the  same  time  do  their 
doty  with  equal  satisfaction  to  the 
Government  Inspectors.  Those  are 
natters  into  which  I  think  the 
strictest  investigation  is  required,  and 
matters  into  which  only  a  Royal  Com- 
mission can  adequately  inquire  into ; 
because  it  is  known  that  teachers  have 
actively  canvassed  for  members  of 
committees,  many  of  whom  owe  their 
election  to  them,  and  that  some  of 
these  members  have  had  the  whole  of 
their  election  expenses  paid  by  the 
teachers,  the  result  being  that  paid 
officers  of  the  Board  combine  to  elect 
the  members  whose  duty  it  is  to  decide 
how   much    these    officers    shall    be 


paid.  This  surely  is  a  scandal,  and  one 
which  should  be  investigated.  White 
dealing  with  this  part  of  the  question, 
it  may  not  be  amiss  to  state  that  the 
cost  of  each  scholar  in  the  London 
Board  schools  is  £3  2s.  7£d.  while  in 
voluntary  schools  it  is  £2  4s.  Id.  The 
cost  borne  by  the  ratepayers  of  London, 
£1  15s.  8Jd. ;  Birmingham,  18s.  8|d. ; 
Bradford,  8s.  9d. ;  Bristol,  £1  3s.  lOJd. ; 
Leeds,  14s.  2£d. ;  Liverpool,  13s.  7Jd. ; 
Manchester,  7s.  lljd.  ;  Sheffield, 
8s.  lOd. ;  to  which  10s.  for  new 
Education  Act  must  now  be  added.  I 
should  like  to  refer  to  the  stores  depart- 
ment. No  proper  records  are  kept,  and 
teachers  have  only  to  ask  and  to  have. 
The  stores  superintendents  are  allowed 
to  order  what  they  please,  and  from 
what  firms  they  please.  In  answer  to 
a  return  to  teachers,  it  has  been  shown 
that  329,129  books,  or  50  tons,  were 
returned  as  unnecessary.  The  cost  of 
books  had  risen  from  £31,619  to 
£52,800  per  annum,  or  from  Is.  lOd. 
to  3s.  per  child.  Amongst  the 
requisitions  that  were  made  the  other 
day  there  was  one  for  skeletons  to  cost 
£82  10s.,  and  that  was  for  a  single 
school,  which  asked  for  the  skeletons 
of  twelve  codfish,  amounting  to  £3  each, 
and,  would  it  be  believed,  the  Uni- 
versity of  Cambridge  has  only  one 
of  these  skeletons  for  all  its  pupils. 
Such  Votes  as  these  are  really  so  much 
money  extorted  from  the  ratepayers 
and  thrown  away.  And  only  two  days 
ago  the  mistress  of  the  Belleville  Road 
school  prayed  to  have  a  full  sized  human 
skeleton  taken  away,  as  it  frightened 
the  children.  In  regard  to  the  question 
of  sites,  I  have  to  say  that  up  to  Sep- 
tember, 1891,  the  cost  was  £3,044,682, 
including  legal  charges  and  surveyors' 
expenses.  The  sites  previous  to  1885 
were  selected  (many  during  the 
recess)  by  the  Board's  surveyor,  Mr. 
Andrew  Young,  a  man  who  has  had  no 
practical  knowledge,  having  simply 
been  a  clerk  in  the  finance  department. 
These  sites  were  in  many  cases  costly 
and  unsuitable,  and  the  surveyor  had 
his  own  brother,  Mr.  Douglas  Young, 
as  auctioneer  to  sell  the  materials  on 
such  sites.  Naturally  he  did  not  select 
sites  where  materials  had  not  to  be 
sold.  The  architect's  brother-in-law, 
Mr.   Longden,  supplied  all    the    iron 
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for  twelve  years,  and  although .  iron 
went  down  between  60  and  70  per  cent., 
the  schedule  price  was  never  revised, 
.and  the  clause  in  the  contract  was  that 
the  iron  was  to  be  supplied  by  the 
Board  who  did  it  through  this  official. 
An  official  of  the  Board — the  architect's 
•clerk,  Mr.  McFarlane — (who  is  still  in 
their  employment),  when  a  stir  was 
made  about  the  matter,  on  a  bank- 
holiday  devoted  his  time,  unknown  to 
the  Board,  in  examining  and  destroying 
<ioouments ;  and  yet,  though  the  Chair- 
man, both  in  committee  and  at  the 
Board,  moved  for  his  dismissal  he  is 
still  kept  on.  The  sites  are  not  only 
the  most  extravagant  that  can  be  found, 
but  it  will  be  found,  on  looking  at  the 
deeds,  that  directly  it  is  mooted  that  a 
site  is  likely  to  be  wanted  it  changes 
hands  a  number  of  times,  and  reaches 
the  Board  at  a  great  increase  in  price. 
Take,  for  instance,  the  Baywood  Street 
site,  opposite  the  Dog's  Home  at 
Battersea.  It  eventually  was  purchased 
for  £7,000,  when  it  could  first  have 
been  purchased  for  £2,000.  Take  the 
Ponton  Street  site,  at  Nine  Elms,  for 
which  £14,000  was  given,  and  a  school 
•ereoted  where  it  was  not  wanted,  and 
is  never  half  filled.  These  are  striking 
instances,  but  sites  were  also  purchased 
where  all  the  gravel  had  been  dug  out, 
.and  they  were  simply  dust  heaps. 
What  is  worse  still,  there  are  sites  which, 
having  been  bought  at  ridiculous  prices, 
have  been  proved  to  be  not  fit  for  use, 
and  had  to  be  sold  again,  or  attempts 
made  to  sell  them.  For  instance,  the 
St.  George's  Road,  Pimlico,  site,  which 
cost  £11,000 ;  the  best  offer  that  could 
be  obtained  for  it  was  £5,000,  a  price 
which  could  not  now  be  obtained.  This 
inquiry  is,  I  say,  wanted  in  order  to 
find  out  who  had  the  money,  in 
numberless  cases,  and  the  information 
can  only  be  obtained  by  means 
•f  such  an  inquiry  as  I  ask  for,  and 
which,  I  believe,  the  public  demand. 
In  regard  to  the  question  of  buildings, 
up  to  March,  1891,  the  amount  spent 
was  £4,778,746,  exclusive  of  land  and 
fittings.  Thirteen  builders  received 
contracts  for  £2,153,345  6s.  6d.  The 
Board  has  410  schools,  of  which  356 
were  erected  by  the  Board,  and  163  have 
Aeen  found  faulty  or  insanitary,  and  not 
single  school  was  in  accordance  with 
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the  specification.  In  a  Report  dealing 
with  the  question  as  to  how  the  schools 
have  been  built,  it  is  stated : — 

"With  some  exceptions  they  have  beesi 
badly  planned  and  badly  built ;  many  of  them 
are  only  huge  barns,  with  an  ornamental 
exterior,  defectively  ventilated  and  defec- 
tively lighted.  The  materials  used  in  the 
schools  complained  of  are  the  veriest  rubbish, 
whilst  the  best  have  been  specified  in  the 
contracts  and  paid  for ;  the  work  scamped  and 
executed  in  a  disgraceful  manner.  Tnatead  of 
the  schools  resting  upon  solid  foundations, 
investigations  have  shown  that  they  rest  upon 
loose  and  soapy  foundations,  foundry  sense 
foundations,  mud  foundations,  and  in  some 
cases  no  foundations  at  all.  The  brickwork, 
both  inside  and  outside,  has  been  altogether 
inferior  to  that  specified  and  paid  for.  •  .  . 
The  mortar  used  was  absolutely  rotten—* 
taining  no  binding  or  adhesive  properties 
no  grit,  and  on  being  touched  crushes  to 
powder ;  also  an  entire  absence  of  hair  hi  the 
mortar,  although  it  was  specified  hi  the  eon- 
tract  and  has  been  paid  for.  Half-boost  clay 
has  been  used  in  the  place  of  sand ;  messed  of 
the  best  quality  of  Portland  stone,  tea  from 
all  defects,  the  commonest  has  been  used,  foil 
of  sand-hole  fractures  and  the  edges  broken; 
evidently  taken  from  the  outside  beds  of  the 
quarry  instead  of  from  the  inside.  In  the 
matter  of  the  lath  and  plastering,  single  laths 
instead  of  a  lath  and  a-half  have  been  need. 
The  plastering  being  rotten,  the  result  is  that 
large  patches  are  constantly  falling.  The 
painters'  work  has  been  scamped  shamefoHy ; 
the  doors  and  framings  improperly  fixed ;  the 
glass  21  oz.  only,  instead  of  26  oz.,  as  spsoJisi 
and  paid  for ;  lead  of  one  weight  was  paid  1st, 
whilst  that  used  was  1  or  2  lbs. 
foot  less  weight ;  the  woodwork 
executed  in  a  most  dishonest 
with  absolutely  no  concrete  on  them, 
only  with  wet  clay  and  muck,  with  the  result 
that  dry  rot  has  set  in." 

Take,  out  of  many  examples,  the  case 
of  the  Goodrich  Road  schools,  opened 
in  1886  by  Mr.  G.  G.  Whitely,  and  who 
then  described  it  as  a  model  school.  On 
2nd  June,  1890,  the  assistant  architect 
for  repairs  drew  attention  to  the 
repairs  that  would  be  necessary  in  con- 
sequence of  the  defective  manner  in 
which  the  school  had  been  built.  Ex- 
clusive of  the  work  to  drains,  the  cost 
of  undermining,  repairs,  &c,  to  the 
school  has  been  £2,700.  From  this 
school  five  cartloads  of  sewerage  wet? 
removed  from  under  the  floor,  and  the 
architect,  Mr.  Bailey,  wrote  to  the 
contractors  to  say  he  must  call  the 
Board's  attention  to  its  state,  but 
never  did,  because  he  had  actually 
given  a  final  certificate  five  weeks 
before,   without    even    inspecting  the 
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work.  In  regard  to  the  Latimer  Road 
•ohool,  it  has  been  shown  that  on 
let  December,  1890,  a  portion  of  the 
oeiling  in  one  of  the  class  rooms  came 
down  with  a  great  crash  on  the 
children's  heads,  and  as  this  was  the 
fourth  time  that  such  a  thing  had  taken 
place,  the  assistant  architect  was  called 
Upon  to  examine  and  report,  and  in  his 
Report  stated  that — 


ceilings  in  the  girls'  and  infants'  de- 
are  in  a  more  or  less  unsafe  condi- 
liable  to  fall  at  anv  time." 


This  school  was  opened  in  1880,  at  a 
poet    of   £20,767    17s.    lOd.      In    the 
oase    of    the    Princess   Road    School, 
opened  February,  1885,  in  November, 
1889,  the  assistant  architect  found  the 
walls,  chimney-stacks,  and  piers  carry- 
ing the  superstructure  of  the  school 
tery    defective :   subsequently    he  re- 
ported settlements,  which,  upon  being 
watched,  were  found  to  increase  and 
became   dangerous,   the  whole  super- 
structure being  liable  to  collapse.     This 
had  to  be  repaired  at  a  cost  of  over  £2 ,000 . 
In  the  case  of  Salters  Hill  School,  8th 
November,  1889,  the  Clerk  of  the  Works 
in  charge  of  the  school  building  reported 
serious  cracks  and  settlements  in  the 
lofty  gable  walls.    The  architect   and 
assistant  architect  for  repairs  made  an 
examination,  and  found  a  6-in.  drain- 
pipe   running   along   the    wall    under 
the  concrete  foundation,  the  concrete 
having  been  placed  upon  it ;  the  drain- 
pipe consequently  broke    and   became 
choked,  the  drainage   going  into    the 
foundation.       Immediate   steps    were 
taken  to  shore  up  the  school  to  prevent 
its  falling.     The    walls   subsequently 
were  underpinned  with  cement  concrete 
down  to  a  good  foundation.      It  has 
been  repaired  at  a  cost  of  £800.    I  do 
not  think  it  is  necessary  to  go  through 
the    whole    list,    but    I    could    show 
that  every  one    of     the   163    schools 
has  been  repaired  at  the  cost  of  the 
ratepayers.     But  what    is    far  worse 
is   the    insanitary  condition    of    the 
buildings,  scattering  illness  and  death 
amongst  the  teachers  and  children  of 
the  poor.     In  some  cases  the  flooring 
Offered   leaky  drains  and   soil-pipes. 
In   others    the    pipes  were  not  even 
jointed;  in  others  the  pipes  were  laid 
the  wrong  way,  or  with  no  fall,  and  not 


even  connected  with  the  main  drains. 
In  fact,  the  children  were  living  in  a 
vast  sewer,  and  no  wonder  the  bereaved 
parents  complained  whose  children 
died  from  diphtheria,  scarlet,  or 
typhoid  fever.  Take,  as  examples,  the 
Hamond  Square  Schoolhouse,  Koxton. 
After  the  caretaker's  five  children 
had  been  removed  by  death,  the 
parish  Sanitary  Inspector  found  that 
the  contractors  had  erected  the 
building  over  a  series  of  running; 
cesspools,  which  were  immediately 
under  the  floors  of  his  rooms.  The 
doctors'  and  funeral  bills  amounted  to 
over  £100,  and  that  poor  caretaker  hat- 
never  had  a  penny  compensation. 
This  was  brought  before  the  Board  of 
Hoxton,  and  here  is  an  extract  from 
the  medical  officer's  Report  for  the 
parish  of  St.  Leonard's,  Shoreditch, 
for  1886,  p.  81  :— 

"  The  Board  School  in  Hamond  Square  it 
was  necessary  for  the  medical  officer  to  bring 
more  especially  under  the  notice  of  your  Sani- 
tary Committee  to  receive  instructions  thereon* 
It  might  have  been  inferred  that,  at  the  time 
of  the  construction,  ordinary  precautionary 
measures  would  have  been  adopted  to  keep 
the  premises  of  the  school  from  proximate- 
contact  with  noxious  decaying  accumulations ; 
but,  instead  of  that,  accumulations  of  sewage 
matter  had  been  allowed  to  remain  buried 
within  the  walls  of  the  house,  and,  as  the 
Inspector  says,  when  the  ground  under  one- 
room  was  opened  to  the  depth  of  about  three 
or  four  feet,  it  was  seen  to  be  made  up  of  old 
bricks  and  other  rubbish,  and  under  that  was* 
an  old  brick  drain.  Further  examination 
showed  that  the  wall  of  the  house  had  been 
built  over  this  drain,  the  wall  being  carried  on 
a  'relieving  stone  template'  to  avoid  dis- 
turbing or  removing  the  old  drain.  In  the- 
removal  of  the  made-up  ground  from  within 
the  walls  of  the  house,  by  orders  of  your  Sani- 
tary Committee,  a  large  cesspool  was  found, 
and  five  loads  of  sewage  accumulation  had  to 
be  removed.  These  conditions  had  made  the- 
walls  of  the  house  foully  damp." 

With  respect  to  the  Globe  Terrace 
School,  Bethnal  Green,  in  consequence 
of  70  children  being  absent  on  account 
of  illness,  and  the  repeated  complaints 
of  teachers,  an  investigation  was 
made,  with  the  result  that  from  under 
the  floor  of  the  infants'  room  two  cart- 
loads of  decomposed  vegetable  and 
other  refuse  matter  were  removed,  and 
nine  inches  of  concrete  have  since  been 
laid  there.  In  the  case  of  Stockweli 
Road  School  divisional  offices,  built  in 
1882,  complaints  were  made  of  repeated 


1655 


School  Board 


{COMMONS! 


for  London. 


1656 


illness  amongst  the  staff,  and  that  bad 
smells  were  prevalent.  It  was  found 
that  the  drains  and  the  sewer  were 
being  freely  ventilated  into  the  space 
under  the  boarded  floor,  and  through 
the  joints  of  the  boards  into  the  apart- 
ment. The  earth  below  the  floor  was 
saturated  with  the  discharge  from  a 
defective  pipe,  and  was  very  offensive. 
The  iron  soil-pipe  had  open  joints, 
which  admitted  sewer  gas  into  the 
staircase  and  passages.  This  school  was 
built  on  a  dust  heap.  With  reference 
to  Curtain  Boad  School,  Hoxton  (in 
the  parish  of  Shoreditch),  here  is  an 

S [tract  from  the  Report  of  the  Medical 
fficer  of  Health,  Mr.  Alexander,  for 
the  year  ending  1889  : — 

"  Immediately  under  a  window  in  the  girls' 
department  were  the  closets  of  the  info  s 
department,  fitted  with  an  ordinary  iron 
trough,  the  emanations  from  which  passed  into 
the  girls'  class-rooms." 

With  respect  to  Plassy  Boad  School, 
complaints  of  bad  smells  and  sick- 
ness of  children  led  to  examination 
of  drains,  with  the  result  that  the  whole 
drainage  and  sanitary  arrangements 
had  to  be  remodelled  at  a  cost  of  £600, 
meanwhile  blood-poisoning  had  been 
going  on  at  a  wholesale  rate.  At  Ever- 
ington  Street  School  there  were  re- 
ported bad  smells  in  the  offices,  and 
that  upwards  of  300  children  were 
absent  through  illness.  An  examination 
showed  that  the  troughs  or  latrines 
were  not  trapped,  but  that  drain  air 
had  free  access  into  the  closets,  and 
was  inhaled  by  the  children.  I  think 
that  is  sufficient  to  trouble  the  House 
with  on  that  point.  It  is  an  appalling 
fact  that  every  school  discloses  a  shock- 
ing insanitary  condition,  and  it  seems 
incredible  that  the  Board  have  disre- 
garded the  numerous  complaints  of 
teachers  and  local  managers,  and  have 
not  taken  action  until  they  have  been 
compelled  by  the  parish  sanitary  officer, 
whose  numerous  legal  documents  under 
the  Nuisances  Eemoval  Acts  may  be 
seen  at  the  offices  of  the  Board.  No 
less  than  ten  such  official  documents  or 
threats  of  legal  process  were  received 
by  the  Board  with  regard  to  the 
dilapidated  and  unsanitary  condition 
of  Gainsborough  Boad  School,  Hackney 
Wick.  For  15  months  the  caretaker  of 
Catherine  Street  School,  Hoxton,  im- 
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plored  the  Board  to  remove  a  nuisance 
by  which  two  of  his  children  had  been 
twice  stricken  down  with  gastric  fever, 
and  it  was  only  when  the  parish  sani- 
tary officer  gave  the  usual  legal  threat 
that  action  was  taken.  The  same  with 
Tottenham  Boad  School,  Kingsland ; 
after  there  had  been  five  deaths 
from  diphtheria  in  the  infants'  depart* 
ment  the  parish  sanitary  officers 
threatened  the  Board.  Mr.  Diggle, 
Chairman  of  the  Board,  made  a  Beport 
from  the  Board  on  the  re-establishment 
of  the  Board  on  1st  October,  1891,  and 
summing  up  he  says — 

"  So  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  ascertain  the* 
facts,  not  a  single  school  which  has  beenr 
thoroughly  examined  has  been  found  to  be  in. 
the  state  in  which  it  ought  to  have  been ; 
and  the  cost  of  remedying  these  defects  and 
deficiencies  not  only  swells  our  expenditure 
now,  but  must  be  a  considerable  burden  upon 
the  finances  of  the  Board  for  many  yean  to* 
come." 

It  will,  doubtless,  be  thought  that  all 
this  carelessness  was  caused  by  the 
Board  School  officers  not  being  pro- 
perly paid,  but  I  find  in  the  Beport  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  Evesham  (Sir 
Bichard  Temple),  Chairman  of  the 
Finance  Committee,  that  not  less  than 
£117,855  12s.  5d.  was  paid  to  these 
gentlemen  for  ten  years  during  which 
these  scandalous  buildings  were  being 
erected.  The  various  members  of  the 
Board  did  everything  they  could  to 
prevent  the  responsibility  being  brought 
home  to  offenders,  and,  as  I  before  stated, 
positively  refused  to  move  till  ten  official 
documents  were  before  them.  In  April, 
1891,  a  motion  was  made  that  the 
Works  Committee  recommend  the 
Board  to  take  action  against  Mr. 
Bobson,  the  architect,  for  neglect 
of  duty.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to 
say  that  was  not  carried.  Mr. 
Bobson  was  the  architect  for  nearly  all 
the  defective  schools  yet  examined,  and 
yet  he  has  been  rewarded  for  the 
work  which  he  utterly  neglected  by 
being  made  Consulting  Architect  of  the 
Department  of  Education  for  Schools 
all  over  the  country  at  a  salary  of  £750 
a  year  and  fees ;  and  I  am  told  these 
fees  are  considerable.  He  also  kept 
receiving  £500  a  year  for  two  years  from 
the  London  School  Board,  to  see  that 
the  buildings  which    he  had  planned 
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warn  oompleted,  and  which  he  never 
attended  to.  Then  with  respect  to  the 
contractors,  many  of  these  escaped 
h— ma  of  the  four  years'  limit  in 
the  oontr&ot,  and  many  others  escaped 
because  they  got  the  architects'  certifi- 
cates before  even  the  work  was  finished. 
Booh  enquiry  as  the  School  Board  has, 
however,  been  able  to  make,  has 
obtained  back  about  £10,000;  that 
is  a  very  small  proportion  of  about 
a  quarter  of  a  million  which  has  been 
lost  by  the  defects  that  have  taken  place. 
In  one  case  their  own  architect  actually 
gave  evidence  against  them  as  to  the 
character  of  the  work.  When  Mr. 
Euan  Christian,  their  quantity  sur- 
veyor, stated  at  the  trial  that  the  work 
was  such  as  ought  not  to  have  been 
panned,  he  actually  came  forward  and 
stated  that  it  was  all  right.  And  the 
Board  not  only  lost  the  case,  but  actually 
had  to  pay  the  costs ;  although  before  the 
trial  the  builders  had  offered  to  give  up  a 
certain  sum,  admitting  they  were  wrong. 
In  another  case  the  Board  obtained 
a  verdict  for  .£3,141  in  the  case  of 
the  Kilburn  Lane  Schools,  out  of  a 
sum  of  £32o,995  9s.  lOd.  paid  the  firm 
on  various  contracts.  But  before  the 
money  was  recovered  the  firm  (Wall 
Brothers)  went  into  bankruptcy ;  and 
when  they  were  examined  in  re- 
ference to  this  large  sum  they 
stated  that  they  never  kept  any  books, 
and  they  could  not  give  the  Court  a 
single  item  as  to  how  the  money  had 
gone.  I  think  there  must  have  been 
gross  peculation  there.  A  large  sum  of 
money  must  have  been  given  away; 
and  I  think  this  one  of  the  most  scan- 
dalous eases  that  ever  was  brought 
under  my  notice.  In  that  case  Mr. 
Justice  Day  said — 

"It  is  really  scarcely  conceivable  that  a 
piblic  body  should  have  conducted  its  business 
attio  eiceadinRly  lai  manner  in  which  their 
bntineai  seems  to  have  been  conducted  by  the 
Snbool  Board  in  1884.  Yon  had  an  architect 
n  that  from  the  time  when 
s  be  never  went  to  the 
>t  limit  it  to  that  date  at 

abut  he  told  you  that  he  never  went  to  this 
Ml  at  all  until  it  was  all  completed— never 
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Too  actually  told  you  th 
>l  prepared  these  plans 
wool ;  and  he  does  not 


Then   the   jury    also,    in    giving  their 
verdict,  added  the  following  rider — 


[new  ! 


I  think  that  shows  that  the  officers  of 
the  Board  have  not  done  their  duty. 
The  Chairman  of  the  finance  Com- 
mittee, the  hon.  Member  for  Evesham, 
in  his  last  Report,  put  it  down 
that  it  will  cost  £40,000  a  year  for  some 
years  on  extraordinary  expenditure  on 
these  schools,  in  addition  to  £60,000 
required  for  ordinary  repairs.  I  do 
not  know  what  steps  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man is  going  to  take,  but  all  I  can  say 
is  to  refer  to  his  own  election  address, 
which  he  published  the  other  day,  when 
he  applied  for  re-election,  in  which  he 
says — 

"  Much  has  undoubtedly  been  done  by  the 
present  Board  in  these  directions,  hut  much 
remains  to  be  done,  When  the  evidence  taken 
by  the  Special  Committee  appointed  by  the 
present  Board  proves  that  past  Boards  have 
paid  for  a  depth  of  foundations  for  schools 
which  do  not  exist  to  the  stated  depth  ;  that 
they  have  been  charged  and  have  pud  for 
materia]  under  the  tar  pavement  in  school 
playgrounds  which  does  not  exiat  at  all ;  that 
in  the  matter  of  the  bricks,  the  mortar,  the 
woodwork,  the  lead,  and  other  materials  used 
in  the  construction  of  schools  the  require- 
ments of  the  building  specifications  have  not 
been  observed ;  and  tlatf  the  manner  in  which 
accounts  for  buildings  have  been  presented 
and  passed  by  the  Works  Committee  has  been 
of  the  flimsiest  and  most  perfunctory  charac- 
ter, and  has  resulted  in  the  existence  of  irregu- 
larities of  the  gravest  kind,  without  the  know- 
ledge of  that  Committee  or  of  the  Board, 
it  is  evident  that  reforms  were  and  still  are 
imperatively  required." 

Now,  there  is  one  point  which  I  think 
worthy  of  the  attention  of  this  Com- 
mittee, and  that  is  the  rate,  which 
began  at  3d.  in  the  £  and  is  now  Is. 
I  think  that  some  limit  ought  to  be 
Bxed  which  School  Boards  could  not 
sxceed.  When  Viscount  C  ran  brook 
brought  in  the  Free  Education  Bill  the 
other  day,  in  moving  the  Second  Bead- 
ng  he  said — 

"The  time  has  come  when  it  will  be  noces- 
»ary  to  put  some  stop  on  the  amount  which 
School  Boards  are  to  expend.  This  is  abso- 
lutely necessary,  or  there  will  be  a  serious 
reaction,  and  education  must  suffer." 

Now,  I  think  that  that  is  one  of  the 
points  which  this  Committee  could 
properly    inquire    into,    because   there 

io  doubt  that  if  schools  were 
properly   conducted   our    rates    would 
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not  be  so  high.  This  is  not  a  matter 
which  concerns  the  rich  people  so  much 
as  the  poor.  It  does  not  matter  much 
to  the  rich  man  whether  he  pays  a  rate 
of  6d.  or  Is. ;  but  when  we  come  to 
think  of  the  poor  shopkeepers  who  are 
only  just  able  to  make  a  living  it  is  a 
very  different  thing,  and  I  am  quite  sure 
that  all  over  the  Metropolis  they  must 
feel,  when  this  robbery  is  going  on,  that 
it  is  very  hard  lines  that  they  should  be 
taxed  to  pay  not  only  for  education, 
but  for  waste  and  wrong.  I  am  told 
that  the  present  School  Board  are  in 
favour  of  this  inquiry,  and  that  they 
hope  by  exposing  the  past  to  protect 
the  future.  I  am  told  that  they  would 
like  to  have  an  inquiry  into  these  mat- 
ters themselves,  but  they  are  unable  to 
do  so  because  they  have  no  power  to 
get  at  information  by  calling  witnesses 
or  for  documents  from  hostile  persons, 
who  naturally  have  all  to  conceal,  and 
also  have  no  power  to  take  evidence 
on  oath,  and  in  addition  to  this 
they  have  the  fear  of  libel 
actions  before  their  eyes,  which, 
even  when  successfully  defended,  are 
attended  with  great  loss  of  time  and 
money.  This  inquiry  will  bring  out 
all  the  facts,  and  it  is  absolutely 
necessary  to  restore  public  confidence. 
I  hope  I  have  made  out  my  case.  I  have 
tried  to  bring  forward  every  fact  fairly. 
I  have  documents  here  to  prove  every- 
thing I  have  mentioned,  and,  so  far  as  I 
know,  I  have  not  exaggerated  a  single 
fact.  I  believe  if  this  inquiry  is 
held  that  it  will  bring  out  a  mass  of 
corruption  that  will  astonish  the  people 
of  London  ;  and  I  think  that  if  the 
effect  of  this  is  to  bring  down  the 
rates  the  Government  will  have  earned 
the  gratitude  of  the  people  of 
London  for  having  exposed  what  has 
been  such  a  crying  scandal,  and  having 
reduced  the  rates  for  them  in  the 
future.  The  reason  for  rooting  up  the 
past  is  that  when  a  gross  scandal  like 
this  has  been  exposed  it  prevents  men 
in  the  future  from  doing  such  things. 
I  do  not  want  to  ask  for  anything  that 
the  Government  would  not  be  justified 
in  giving ;  but  I  think  they  will  feel 
that  the  responsibility  rests  upon  them 
of  granting  an  inquiry  of  some  sort 
or  kind  which  the  public  expect  and 
feel  ought  to  be  granted ;  and  I  think 

Mr.  Dixon-Hartland 


it  ought  to  strengthen  their  hands  to 
have  a  request  on  the  part  of  the 
School  Board  themselves  that  such  in- 
quiry should  be  held.  I  beg  to  thank. 
the  House  for  the  very  kind  way 
in  which  it  has  listened  to  me. 
I  have  tried  to  take  up  as  little- 
time  as  possible.  I  have  brought  this 
matter  forward  as  a  simple  public  duty,, 
and  I  hope  the  effect  of  what  I  have 
done  will  be  for  the  good  of  this  Metro- 
polis. I  beg  to  move  the  Resolution 
which  stands  in  my  name. 

(7.48.)  Mr.    W.    F.    LAWBBNCE 
(Abercromby,  Liverpool) :  I  have  much 
pleasure     indeed     in     seconding    the- 
Motion.    I  did  not  come  here  to  make 
a  speech,  but  to  listen  to  the  speech 
of  my  hon.  Friend  which  has  been  a 
most  extraordinary  exposS  of  bribery 
and  corruption.    I  rose  to-day,  not  as 
a  London  ratepayer,  but,  as  the  hon. 
Member  has  said,  in  the  interest  of 
the  public.    It  is  most  desirable  that  it 
should  be  known  over  the  length  and 
breadth  of  the  land  that  when  public 
men,  occupying  public  posts,  undertake 
duties    and    do    not    discharge  them 
honestly  and  fairly,  sooner  or  later  they 
will  have  to   give   an  account  before 
their    constituencies.      I    think    the 
Government  ought  to  give  this  matter, 
now  that  it  has  been  fairly  brought 
before  the  House,  most  careful  con- 
sideration ;  for  it  is  quite  certain  that 
they  will  be  liable  to  very  adverse  criti- 
cism    if,    having    these    facts    fairly 
brought  before  them,  they  do  nothing 
to  make  adequate    inquiry.    What  I 
would  strongly  advise  is  that    there- 
should  be  an  independent  authority  to* 
make  inquiry  as  to  the  past  transactions 
and  these  matters  referred  to  to-day,  so* 
that  the  country  may  have  some  guaran- 
tee that  the  matters  have  been  fairly 
and  judiciously  considered.  I  am  not  by 
any  means  one  of  those  that  desire  U> 
economise  money,  and  so  stint  educa- 
tion. Far  from  it,  but  as  a  ratepayer  in 
favour  of  the  best  education  for  tha 
people  of  England,  I  am  anxious  to  see* 
that  when  we  do  spend  money,  our 
money  should  be  judiciously  spent,  and. 
not  improperly  squandered.    As  I  haver 
said,  I  did  not  come  here  to  make  & 
speech  and,  therefore,  I  shall  content 
myself    with    merely    seconding    this- 
Motion. 
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Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

"That  an  bumble  Adiresa  to  proMoted  to 
Bar  Hljartr,  P"T»ng  Her  Majcatj  to  appoint 
»  Koral  ConuuMwa  t*  Inraagate  the  action 
aai  extravagance  of  the  Londoa  School  Board 


(MB.)  Ma.  8TDNEY  BUXTON 
(Poplar,  Tower  Hamlets) :  I  trust  the 
hoc  Member  will  permit  me  to  say 
that  everyone  will  admit  that  the  hon. 
Member,  has  brought  forward  his 
ease  with  great  moderation  and  great 
lucidity.  I  am  not  here  to  defend  the 
School  Board.  It  is  some  years  ago 
anoe  I  had  the  honour  of  being  a 
member  of  the  Board,  but  I  should  like 
to  make  a  few  remarks  on  this  subject. 
It  would  seem  from  the  look  of  the 
Resolution  that  the  hon.  Member  was 
going  to  speak,  not  so  much  about 
the  malversation  of  the  School  Board 
as  in  reference  to  what  is  called 
the  extravagance  of  the  School  Board. 
But  he  really  said  little  in  reference 
to  that,  and  to  a  certain  extent  it  is  a 
subsidiary  point,  and  a  fact  more  for 
the  ratepayers  than  for  this  House,  and 
I  will  not  allude  further  to  this  portion 
of  the  subject.  But  when  he  referred 
to  the  very  high  salaries  of  the  teachers 
I  think  he  forgot  one  or  two  points — 
namely,  that  in  one  respect,  at  all 
events,  the  London  School  Board  com- 
pares favourably  with  other  School 
Boards,  that  they  are  very  much 
larger,  that  they  have  a  poorer  class 
Of  children  in  them,  and  that  living  in 
London  is  very  much  higher  than 
anywhere  else,  and  that  the  salaries  arc 
ihsolutely  inclusive  salaries,  whereas 
■  many  other  cases,  in  the  provincial 
towns,  the  rent,  and  house,  and  light, 
Be  provided  in  addition  to  the  salary. 
Bie  hon.  Member  has  made  a  very 
feueh  more  serious  charge  against  the 
ioodon  School  Board  than  extrava- 
gance. I  think  myself  that  in  the  case 
of  the  expenses  incurred  in  respect  of 
floe  for  buildings,  &c,  the  School 
Board  bave  a  very  good  reply.  But 
ha  has  made  other  charges :  that  there 


has  been  great  maladministration  and 
considerable  corruption  with  respect 
to  the  work  of  the  Board.  I,  for  one, 
should  be  very  glad  if  there  has  been 
corruption  of  the  description  he  Speaks 
of,  that  it  should  be  made  public, 
and  not  in  any  way  hid  by  the 
School  Board  or  any  other  Body. 
If  corruption  has  taken  place,  let 
it  be  exposed  to  the  light  of  day. 
But,  in  listening  to  the  observations  of 
the  hon.  Member,  if  he  will  allow  me 
to  say  so,  I  think  he  has  somewhat 
exaggerated  the  case  he  has  made  out. 
It  seems  to  me,  in  reference  to  certain 
schools,  he  did  not  take  the  whole  work 
of  the  Board,  as  he  ought  to  have 
taken  it,  in  bulk.  He  forgets  that  this 
representative  Board,  representative  of 
the  ratepayers,  has  its  work  extended 
over  20  years  ;  that  it  has  had  about  400 
schools,  nearly,  under  its  care,  and  about 
500,000  children  under  its  oharge.  I 
do  not  think  that  any  past  member  of  the 
Board  would  say  that  everything  that 
the  Board  has  done  has  been  entirely 
free  from  mistake  in  every  respect.  I 
do  not  suppose  any  member  would  say 
that  that  or  any  other  Board  was  in- 
fallible. The  hon.  Member  referred  to 
certain  cases  of  certain  buildings  and 
certain  sites.  With  regard  to  the  ques- 
tion of  buildings,  there  is  this,  I  think, 
to  be  said,  that  when  the  Board  was 
first  brought  into  existence  some  9.0 
years  ago,  it  was  a  question  for  them, 
should  they  hurry  and  struggle  as. 
quickly  as  possible,  in  order  to  supply 
the  admitted  deficiency  in  school 
accommodation  with  as  little  delay  as 
possible.  I  think  that  in  some  cases 
they  made  rather  too  much  speed  in- 
respect  of  the  schools,  and  that  in  a 
very  large  number  of  cases  the 
buildings  were  erected  too  quickly,, 
and  were  not,  therefore,  as  per- 
manent or  as  efficient  as  they 
ought  to  have  been.  To  the  system  of 
accepting  the  lowest  tender  for  the 
erection  of  buildings  much  of  the 
faulty  construction  must  be  ascribed.  I 
have  always  felt  in  reference  to  the 
question  of  Government  contracts  and 
others,  that  the  system  of  accepting  the 
lowest  tender  qnite  irrespective  of  what 
was  contained  in  that  tender — quite- 
irrespective  of  the  firm  itself — is  not  a> 
system  on  which  any  Public  Body  ought 
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to  act.    I  think  we  ought  to  remember  |  tive  of  the  price.    I  think  it  should 


that  there  has  been  a  considerable 
amount  of  litigation  in  regard  to  these 
particular  schools,  and  I  believe  that  in 
no  single  case  has  the  Board  been  able 
to  justify  its  allegation  that  there  had 
been  fraud  and  corruption  on  the  part 
Of  the  builders.  And  further,  I  believe 
that  in  one  or  two  oases,  actions  for 
libel  have  been  brought  by  builders 
against  members  of  the  Board  for 
making  assertions  the  hon.  Member  has 
made  this  afternoon. 

Mr,  DIXON  HARTLAND:  There 
have  been  actions  for  libel  brought  with 
respect  to  certain  charges;  but  with 
respect  to  the  charges  which  I  have 
brought  forward  this  afternoon,  so  far 
as  I  know,  no  actions  for  libel  have  been 
brought. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON :  Well,  I 
do  not  know,  but  with  regard  to  some 
assertions,  I  believe  that  is  correct. 
Not  that  I  say  that  there  has  been  no 
fraud  on  the  part  of  the  builders.  I  am 
sorry  to  say  in  my  opinion  there  has 
been  considerable  fraud  on  the  part  of 
some  of  the  builders.  But  I  think 
that  these  loose  assertions  made  in  this 
House  and  in  the  School  Board  by  certain 
Members  are  not  altogether  warranted 
by  the  facts  of  the  case.  I  believe  my- 
self that  while  there  is  a  considerable 
amount  of  truth  in  them,  there  is  a 
considerable  amount  of  exaggeration  in 
them.  I  think  the  House  should  re- 
member this,  when  they  see  the  great 
cost  the  School  Board  has  been  put  to 
in  purchasing  these  sites  that  these 
sites  have  been  bought  by  this  Public 
Body  after  arbitration  ;  and  every  one 
knows  the  tendency  of  juries  to  give  as 
high  a  price  as  possible  to  the  seller  if 
a  Public  Body  is  one  of  the  parties  to 
the  case.  The  result  was  that  a  very 
great  number  of  most  expensive  sites 
had  to  be  purchased.  I  think  it  ought 
not  to  go  to  the  discredit  of  the  School 
Board,  because  they  were  obliged  to  go 
were  the  children  were,  quite  irrespec- . 

Mr.  Sydney  Buxton 


also  be  remembered/ as  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber's own  speech  shows,  that  no  matter 
what  may  nave  been  the. case  In  the 
past,  at  all  events  the  present  School 
Board  is  perfectly  alive  to  its  respon- 
sibilities.   It.  is  perfectly  clear  that  the 
existing  School  Board  ought  to  set  at 
the  bottom  of  all  these  frauds  and  this 
corruption  if  they  existed.    I  think  the 
mere  fact  that  they  have  made  an  in- 
quiry themselves  show  that  they  are  in 
earnest  in  the  matter.    The  hon.  Mem- 
ber said    just    now  that  the  present 
Board  are  in  favour  of  a  public  inquiry. 
I  may  at  once  say  that  if  the  School 
Board  by    a    considerable    majority 
desire     to    have     a    public    inquiry 
I  should  support  that  public  inquiry. 
I  cannot    help    feeling   that   nothing 
would  be  more  fatal  to  the  adminis- 
tration of  our  Public  Bodies  than  in- 
quiry by    a    Select  Committee   or  a 
Royal    Commission.      It     neoessarily 
weakens  their   responsibility   if   they 
know  that  when  they  go  wrong  there  ; 
will  be  such  an  inquiry.      The  hon.   : 
Gentleman  said  that  millions  had  been  ] 
spent  on  fraud  and  corruption.    Does 
the  hon.  Member  think  that  if  he  got  J 
this  Commission  those  millions  would  a 
reappear?    The  only  thing  this  inquiry  ' 
could  do  would  be  to  give  a  warning  to  : 
the  School  Board,  which,  it  seems  to  - 
me,  the  School  Board  does  not  require.  1 
The  publicity  given  to  this  matter — and 
we  are  under  an  obligation  to  the  hon. 
Gentleman  for  bringing  his  Motion  for- 
ward— will  be  adequate  for  the  purpose 
he  has  in  view.    I  am  with  the  hon. 
Member  in  saying  that  if  there  has  been 
fraud    and    corruption    it    should  bar- 
brought  to  light ;  but  the  School 
are  making  what  I  believe  will  be 
effective  inquiry,  and  I  think  we  haS^ 
better  leave  it  there. 

Notice  taken,  that  40  Members  wen» 
not  present ;   House  counted,  and  40*: 
Members  not  being  present, 


House  adjourned  at  ten  minutes  sfltfC^ 
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HOUSE    OF    COMMONS, 
Wednesday,  2nd  March,  1892. 


ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 


EVICTED  TENANTS   (IRELAND)  BILL. 

(No.  32.) 
SECOND   READING. 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

•(2.10.)  Mr.  O'KELLY  (Roscom- 
mon, N.) :  This  is  a  measure  brought 
in  in  the  interest  of  the  restoration  of 
social  peace  in  Ireland  :  distinctly,  it  is 
a  measure  of  peace.  It  deals  with  the 
oase  of  a  number  of  men  who  may  be 
regarded  as  victims  in  the  social 
struggle  which  has  been  going  on  in 
Ireland  since  1879,  and  so  long  as  these 
people  are  excluded  from  the  benefit  of 
the  legislation  which  was  induced  in 
large  measure  by  their  sufferings,  there 
can  be  no  hope  that  perfect  peace  will 
be  permanently  restored  in  Ireland. 
The  justice  of  the  claim  made  originally 
by  these  men  has  been  amply  proved 
by  the  course  of  legislation  which  has 
been  forced  upon  the  House,  by  the 
numerous  Acts  which  have  been  passed 
to  deal  with  the  inequalities,  the  in- 
justices, of  the  law  as  it  existed  in 
1879.  Therefore  we  appeal  with  con- 
fidence to  the  justice  of  this  House, 
md  ask  that  these  men  shall  not  be  ex- 
posed to  the  loss  of  their  means  of 
living — that  they  shall  not  be  punished 
far  having  been  the  advance-guard  of 
reforms,  the  justice  of  which  has  been 
leknowledged  as  necessary  by  the 
course  Parliament  has  taken.  This  is 
ft  very  modest  Bill.  It  involves  no 
new  principle  ;  but  it  extends  the  prin- 
ciple of  Clause  13  of  the  Act  of  last 
Tear  in  a  way  that  has  been  advocated 
flithis  House  before,  though  it  has  not 
yet  been  adopted.  The  main  object  of 
the  Bill  is  to  give  the  tenants  who  are 
till  out  of  their  holdings  the  benefit  of 
Clause  13,  which  was  destined  for 
them  when  the  clause  was  proposed. 
The  time  for  the  application  of  that 
clause  has  expired,  and  we  propose  to 
extend  it  to  the  beginning  of  1893.  In 
addition  to    this   prolongation    of  the 

VOL.  I.  [new  series.] 


period  of  application,  we  propose  that 
the  principle  of  compulsion  shall  be 
applied,  in  a  limited  number  of  cases  ; 
and  that  there  is  necessity  for  this 
compulsion  in  the  interest  of  the  general 
peace  of  the  country  I  think  we  shall 
be  able  to  establish.  We  have  no 
official  data  by  which  we  can 
measure  the  benefit  derived  from 
Clause  13,  but  I  have  seen  it  stated 
with  some  authority  that  of  the 
Ponsonby  tenants,  out  of  214  evicted, 
111  have  settled  under  the  clause.  I 
do  not  know  what  reasons  may  have 
prevented  agreements  in  the  other 
cases,  but  these  instances  show  that 
voluntary  settlements  were  possible 
under  the  Act.  Yet  I  hold  in  my  hand 
a  letter  referring  to  another  case,  where 
it  is  shown  that  while  the  tenants  are 
willing  to  come  to  a  settlement  the 
landlord — or  in  this  the  landlady — 
absolutely  refuses  to  come  to  terms. 
The  letter  is  from  one  of  the  tenantiy 
on  the  celebrated  Maroney  estate  in 
Couuty  Clare.  In  this  letter  the  writer 
says — 

"  I  conveyed  to  Mrs.  Maroney  the  purport 
of  your  conversation  with  me  on  the  10th  (this 
was  in  reference  to  the  re-instatement  of  the 
tenant),  but  she  declined  absolutely  to  enter* 
tain  the  question  of  purchase  or  re-instate- 
ment." 

Now  this  landlady,  Mrs.  Maroney,  has 
been  under  police  protection  some  ten 
or  more  years,  and  she  has  been  the 
cause  of  enormous  trouble  and  has  in- 
volved the  county  in  enormous  expense 
in  order  to  support  her  in  her  frightfully 
unjust  action  towards  her  tenants, 
proved  to  be  unjust,  because  when  this 
lady  has  been  brought  before  the  Land 
Court  the  claims  of  the  tenants  have 
been  justified  by  the  decisions  of  the 
Court.  It  is  in  such  cases  as  these 
that  we  want  the  law  to  step  in  and 
compel  reasonable  action.  For 
reasonable  landlords  such  an  enact- 
ment is  not  required.  The  Bill 
further  deals  with  cases  where  land- 
lords  have  failed  to  effect  voluntary 
sales  by  the  end  of  1893 ;  then  it  gives 
power  to  the  Land  Commission  to  com- 
pel them  to  sell  at  a  fixed  price.  In 
dealing  with  cases  such  as  I  have  re- 
ferred to,  the  Insurance  Fund  is  dona 
awav  with  in  order  to  somewhat  lessen 
the  cost  of  purchase.     Another  import- 
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ant  part  of  the  Bill  is  the  clause  direct- 
ing the  Land  Commission  to  issue  an 
order  for  the  immediate  entry  of  the 
evicted  tenant  to  his  holding.  That 
deals  with  a  thorny  subject,  and  it  is 
just  as  well  that  we  should  face  it  at 
once.  There  are  a  number  of  people 
who  have  entered  into  the  homes  of 
these  men,  and  they  will  have  to  give 
up  their  farms,  for  I  hold  that  they 
have  no  right  to  take  possession  of  that 
which  properly  belongs  to  other  men  ; 
anyhow,  it  belongs  to  them  in  equity 
and  justice,  though  by  the  letter  of  the 
law  they  may  be  excluded.  Without 
question,  the  intruders  by  some  means 
or  other  must  be  made  to  give  up  the 
farms  to  the  men  to  whom  they  belong. 
The  House  must  face  this  question  ;  it 
is  a  very  important  one,  and  until  it  is 
settled  there  can  be  no  hope  for  any 
permanent  peace  in  Ireland. 

(2.20.)  Mr.  CLANCY  (Dublin  Co., 
N.) :  In  seconding  the  Motion  of  my 
hon.  Friend  for  the  Second  Reading  of 
the  Bill,  I  shall  endeavour  to  imitate 
his  example,  and  be  as  brief  as  possible. 
I  shall  also  endeavour  to  avoid  as  much 
as  possible  repeating  what  he  has  ably 
stated.  My  hon.  Friend  has  stated  in 
broad  outline  the  main  provisions  of 
this  Bill ;  but  perhaps  it  may  be  well 
if,  in  somewhat  greater  detail,  I 
touch  on  its  provisions.  The  1st 
clause  in  the  Bill  deals  with  the  13th 
section  of  the  Act  of  last  year,  which 
enables  voluntary  sales  and  purchases  to 
be  effected  between  landlords  and  their 
evicted  tenants.  That  section,  we  must 
all  admit,  has  not  led  to  any  great 
results ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  it  has 
not  wholly  failed.  The  time  for  making 
arrangements  under  it  has,  as  my  hon. 
Friend  has  stated,  now  expired  ;  it  ex- 
pired on  the  6th  of  last  month.  We 
propose  to  continue  it  until  the  begin- 
ning of  next  year,  and  we  propose  to 
extend  to  the  Land  Judge  the  powers 
given  by  it  to  ordinary  landlords,  inas- 
much as  there  are  a  few  estates  in  the 
Land  Judges'  Court  to  which  the  clause 
may  be  applicable,  and  it  has  been  held 
t"hat  the  Land  Judge  does  not  possess 
the  power  which  is  given  to  the 
ordinary  landlord  under  the  13th 
clause  of  the  Bill  of  last  year.  We  hope 
it  may  be  more  effectual  if  re-enacted 
than  it  has  been  up  to  the  present,  for 

Mr.  O'Kelly 


I  confess  that  for  myself  I  would  prefer 
voluntary  arrangements  if  they  could 
possibly  be  effected,  because  I  believe 
that  in  the  long  run  they  would  be 
better  for  both  parties.    But  there  is 
no  use  in  concealing  from  ourselves  the 
1  fact  that  there  are  some  landlords  in 
Ireland  who  must  be  forced,  in  one  way 
or  other,  to  come  to  terms  with  their 
evicted  tenants — Lord  Clanricarde,  for 
instance,   will  not  yield  except  under 
direct  compulsion,  and  we  have  heard 
from  my  hon.  Friend  that  he  has  had  a 
letter  from  Miltown  Malbay  showing  that 
there  is  a  female  Clanricarde  taking  the 
same  line.     Other  landlords,  through  a 
false  pride,  as  I  think,  and  under  the 
influence  of  a  class  feeling,  have  de- 
clined to  take  a  course  which  they  con- 
sider as  "  knocking  under  to  the  Plan ;" 
but  I  suspect  these  gentlemen  would 
very  gladly  avail   themselves   of   the 
opportunity    offered    them    by    legal 
compulsion     to     make     peace.     We 
propose  now  to    apply  to  these  two 
classes  of  landlords  the  same  sort  of 
compulsion  as  the  Government  itself  last 
year  applied  to  the  landlords  of  the  long 
leaseholders.  We  have  direct  precedent 
for  the  measure  which  we  submit  to 
the  House  to-day  in  the  "  Redemption 
of  Rent  Act  "  passed  last  year.    Under 
that  Act  a  tenant  who  has  a  lease  in  per- 
petuity, or  even  who  holds  on  a  fee-farm 
grant,  is  placed  in  this  position:  that  he 
may  propose  to  buy  his  holding  under  the 
Land  Purchase  Act ;  and  if  the  land- 
lord refuses  to  sell,  or  even  if  the  land- 
lord offers  unreasonable  delay  to  selling, 
then  the  contract  is,  ipso  facto,  broken, 
and  the  tenant  is  regarded  as  a  present 
tenant,  with  the  right  to  have  his  rent 
fixed  in  the  usual  way  like  any  other 
tenant.     Under  the  3rd  clause  of  this 
Bill  an  evicted  tenant  will  be  in  pre* 
oisely  the  same  position  as  the  long 
leaseholder  under  the  Act  of  last  year. 
These  tenants  may  propose  to  buy  their 
holdings  under  the  Purchase  Act  at  a 
price  to  be  fixed,  in  the  last  resort,  by 
the  Land  Commission ;  and  then  if  the 
landlords  refuse  to  sell  to  them,  or  if 
they  offer  unreasonable  delay  to  selling, 
then,  like  the  long  leaseholders,  they 
may  go  into  Court  and  get  fair  rents 
fixed.  That  is  the  sum  and  substance  of 
the    3rd    clause,    which    I    think    ii 
the  most  important  in  the  Bill.    Now, 
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If  this  clause  was  equitable  in  the  case 
of  the  long  leaseholders,  I  cannot  see 
how  it  can  be  unjust  in  the  case  of  the 
•  evicted  tenants.     I  do  not  know  who 
'Can  object  to  it  in  this  House.     The 
'Government   cannot  object  to   it,    for 
-they  have   passed    a  Bill  themselves 
Ibased  on  the  same  principle.    The  hon. 
Member  for  South  Tyrone  has  given 
notice  to  move  the  rejection  of  this 
Bill  to-day,  but  I  think  he  will  be  very 
inconsistent  if  he  moves  that  Motion, 
•because    two  or  three  years  ago  he 
liimself    proposed    on    behalf    of    the 
•Clanricarde  tenants  a  far  more  drastic 
measure — compulsory  expropriation.   I 
•So  not  see  how  landlords  can  object. 
They  cannot  say  that  the  Bill  will  do 
-■any  injustice,  or  deprive  them  of  any- 
thing whatever,  except  that  which  they 
-ought  not  to  possess,  the  power  of  dis- 
turbing peace  and  order  in  Ireland,  or 
of    preventing  their   re-establishment. 
We  provide  even   that  the  landlords 
shall  get  their  arrears  of  rent,  or  so 
much    as    the    Land    Commission — a 
tribunal  packed  with  landlords — such 
arrears  as  that  tribunal  declares  to  be 
justly   due    to  them ;    and    the    only 
deduction  that  will  be  made  from  the 
.amount  payable  in  the  shape  of  arrears 
will  be  a  sum  representing  the  value  of 
the  buildings  which,  I  am  sorry  to  say, 
in  a  great  many  cases,  landlords  have 
razed  to  the  ground,  or  otherwise  de- 
stroyed, and  which  any  Court  of  Equity, 
under  ordinary  circumstances,  would 
compel  them  to  pay  for  or  to  restore. 
"Well,  I  do  not  see  how  they  can  object  to 
the  Bill  on  these  grounds,  and  I  pass  on 
I  to    the     4th    clause.      As     my    hon. 
Friend  has  frankly  stated,  it  refers  to  a 
certain  class  of  people  who  have  grabbed 
tome  of  these  evicted  farms.      In  the 
I  peat  majority  of  cases  this  clause  will 
I  be  useless,  because  the  evicted  lands 
I  ire  mostly  vacant.     But  there  are  a 
I  few  estates,    I   think    not  more  than 
I  three   or    four    altogether,    on    which 
I  there  are  bogus  tenants,  or  people  who 
I  -are   known    as    "  planters  " — persons 
who  are  not  so  much  tenants  paying 
'  lent,  as  caretakers,  paid  to  take  care  of 
the  places ;  paid,  I  fancy,  not  altogether 
cat  of  the  funds  of  the  landlords  them- 
selves, but  to  some  extent,  and  perhaps 
to  a  large  extent,  out  of  the  abounding 
wealth  of  English  gentlemen,  like  the 


hon.  Member  for  the  Skipton  Division 
(Mr.  Walter  Morrison),  to  act  the  part 
of    scare-crows     to     the    surrounding 
tenants,    and    an   illustration    of   the 
danger  that  may  be  involved  in  invoking 
the  wrath  of  an  Anglo-Irish  landlord 
combination.    As  regards  these  persons, 
I  believe  they,  as  well  as  the  landlords, 
must  be  pretty  sick  of  their  respective 
positions;    and  I  believe  that  if  this 
clause  becomes  law    the   "planters" 
will  immediately  disappear,  and    will 
be  very  thankful  to  get  off  with  any 
compensation    that  perhaps    the  hon. 
Member  for  the  Skipton  Division  and 
others  may  be  willing  to  give  them. 
We    propose   that   these    "  planters ,f 
shall  be    dispossessed    at  once  by  a 
vesting  order  made  at  the  same  time  the 
rent  is  fixed,  and  the  advantage  of  this 
arrangement   is  that  it  will  save  the 
long  ejectment  proceedings  necessary  if 
no   such  vesting  order  is  made.     The 
remaining  provisions  are  intended  to 
help  the  tenant  when  restored  to  his 
holding  to  pay   his  instalments  of  the 
purchase   money  in   an  easy  fashion. 
These  provisions  are — we   reduce  the 
percentage  to  £3  15s.,  we  also  abolish, 
what  we  think  ought  to  be  abolished  in 
the  case  of  every  purchase,  the  Insur- 
ance   Fund    payment,    which    would 
prevent  him  from  getting  for  five  years 
the  full  benefit  of  the  Act.     If  there  is 
a  slight  financial  derangement  in  conse- 
quence, we  balance  that  by  the  abolition 
of  the  county  percentage,  and  we  think 
the  counties  would  be  pleased  to  pay 
such   a    price  for  peace  within  their 
borders,  and  in  my  opinion  it  would 
be  a  good  bargain  for  them  to  make. 
In  brief,  these  are  the  provisions  of  the 
Bill.     I  do  not  think  I  have  concealed 
a  single  provision  of  the  Bill,  and  I 
believe  the  provisions  are  conceived  in 
a  spirit  of  equity,  and  certainly  they 
are  intended  to  bring  to  an  end  a  state 
of  things  which  neither  the  Government 
nor  this  House,  nor  the  general  com- 
munity in  Ireland,  nor  even  the  land- 
lords, can  possibly  desire  to  see  further 
prolonged.     They  may  require  amend- 
ment ;   possibly  they  do :  we  have  not 
had  the  advantage  of  a   Government 
draftsman ;  but  if  they  are  amended, 
and  not    emasculated,  in    Committee 
they  will  be  effective  for  their  purpose. 
For  these  reasons,  and  for  those  stated 
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by  my  hon.  Friend,  and  feeling  like 
him  that  unless  the  evicted  tenants  are 
restored  to  their  homes  there  will  not 
be  peace  in  Ireland,  as  in  my  opinion 
there  ought  not  to  be  peace,  I  join 
heartily  with  my  hon.  Friend  in  com- 
mending this  simple  and  equitable 
measure  to  the  favourable  consideration 
of  the  House. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time."—(-ftfr.  O'Kelly.) 

*(2.36.)  Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL 
(Tyrone,  S.)  :  The  hon.  Member  for 
Roscommon,  in  introducing  it,  de- 
scribed this  as  a  modest  Bill,  and  at 
all  events  it  has  one  recommendation, 
that  it  is  thoroughly  candid  and  straight- 
forward. Whether  or  not  I  am  open 
to  the  charge  of  inconsistency,  I  have 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  is  my 
duty  to  move  the  rejection  of  the  Bill, 
and  I  will  do  my  best  to  state  the 
reasons  that  actuate  me.  When  the 
Land  Purchase  Act  was  passing  through 
the  House  last  Session  there  was  a 
long  discussion  on  the  question  of 
the  evicted  tenants,  and  much  was  said 
about  them  on  both  sides  of  the  House, 
with  the  result  that  provisions  were  in- 
serted in  that  measure  from  which  I  did 
not  hope  much  at  the  time,  and, therefore, 
I  am  not  muchdisappointed  at  the  results. 
But,  at  all  events,  it  was  an  effort  to 
give  landlords  and  tenants  breathing 
time,  during  which  period  they  might 
come  to  terms,  if  they  felt  disposed  to 
do  so.  Under  Section  13  six  months 
were  allowed,  and  during  that  period 
landlords  and  tenants  might  agree  as 
to  terms  of  purchase  under  the  Act 
which  afterwards  came  into  operation. 
I  have  said  I  did  not  hope  for  much 
from  this  section.  I  did  not  think  the 
time  allowed  was  too  limited.  I  re- 
member the  hon.  Member  for  West 
Belfast  fought  a  great  battle  for  a 
longer  time.  I  did  not  disapprove  of 
the  length  of  time.  My  fear  was  as  to 
the  condition  of  the  property,  and  the 
position  of  the  evicted  tenant,  and  I 
feared  that  under  these  circumstances 
if  the  landlord  and  ex -tenant  came  to 
term 8  the  Land  Commission  would  not 
ratify  those  terms,  because  of  the  lack  of 
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security — because  of  the  state  ol  she- 
land  and  the  condition  of  the  farmer.  So> 
far  as  I  can  learn — and  my  only 
authority  is  the  statement  of  the  Chief 
Secretary',  in  answer  to  a  question — very 
few  applications  have  actually  been 
made.  But,  although  applications  have 
not  been  lodged,  I  also  gathered  from 
the  reply  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
that  two  months  are  allowed  by  the 
rules  of  the  Commission  for  the  lodging 
of  applications,  and  in  addition  to  those 
referred  to  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man, I  am  aware  that  104  of  the 
tenants  evicted  from  the  Ponsonby 
estate  have  signed  agreements  to  pur- 
chase. I  am  also  aware  that  the  entire 
tenantry  on  another  Campaign  estate 
have  signed  agreements. 

Mr.  J.  REDMOND:  No;  the 
arrangements  have  fallen  through. 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL:  That  was. 
not  so  when  I  left  Dublin  recently. 

Mr.  J.  REDMOND :  Yes ;  they  have 
been  withdrawn. 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL :  Well,  I  have 
heard  of  other  attempts  to  arrive  at 
agreements.  I  hope  the  Land  Com- 
missioners may  see  their  way  to  ratify 

these  agreements,  and  so  end  the  state 
of  affairs  that  prevail  in  some  of  these' 
localities.  But,  candidly,  I  confess. 
that,  owing  to  the  condition  of  the  land 
and  the  position  of  these  ex-tenants,  I 
am  not  very  hopeful  that  the  Com- 
missioners will  decide  there  is  security 
for  the  State  for  the  advances  under 
these  conditions.  Now  as  to  the  Bill 
itself.  The  first  clause  proposes  to 
extend  this  period  of  six  months.  I 
cannot  say  that  I  have  much  objection 
to  that,  and  I  do  not  gather  that  the 
Government  have  much  objection,  for- 
the  Chief  Secretary,  answering  a  ques- 
tion from  the  hon.  Member  for  North- 
East  Cork,  stated  that  if  there  was  an; 
desire  on  the  part  of  landlords  an< 
tenants  for  an  extension  of  time  he  waft 
ready  to  consider  a  proposal  of  th? 
kind.  So  I  take  it  that  to  this  firft 
clause  there  will  not  be  much  objection 
on  either  side  of  the  House.  But 
when  I  come  to  the  other  clauses  of 
the  Bill  I  find  radical  objection  to  the 
whole  of  them.  Clause  2  is  the  most 
innocent  of  all  the  enacting  clauses  of  th» 
Bill.    It  proposes  that  m  the  case  of 
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•estates  in  the  Land  Judge's  Court — 
i.e.t  those  practically  in  the  hands 
of  a  Receiver  —  that  the  Land 
Judge  shall  have  the  power,  if 
he  think  fit  to  exercise  it,  to  re- 
instate any  of  these  tenants  who 
may  have  been  evicted — a  compulsory 
power  being  given  to  the  land  Judge. 
Well,  if  yon  are  going  to  apply 
.compulsion  to  these  estates,  what 
•do  you  come  to?  I  myself,  in  the 
course  of  discussions  upon  compulsory 
sale,  have  advocated  that  compulsion 
<ought  to  be  applied  to  all  these  estates, 
.all  these  mismanaged  estates,  that  have 
eomeintotheLandJudge'sCourt.  Ihave 
over  and  over  again  stated  in  Ireland 
that  I  thought  compulsion  might  be 
applied  to  such  estates.  But  in  what 
position  did  I  find  myself  placed? 
Tenants  on  well  managed  estates  at 
once  pat  the  question  to  me,  "  Are  you 

Sing  to  confer  on  the  tenants  on  a 
dly  managed  estate  this  privilege  of 
-compulsory  purchase,  and  yet  withhold 
it  from  tenants  on  well  managed  or 
properly  managed  estates  ?  "  Well,  I 
say,  as  an  Ulster  Member,  I  was  not 
able  to  answer  that,  and  I  have  reluct- 
antly by  my  own  constituents  been 
•driven  out  of  the  position  I  took  up. 

Mb.  O'KELLY :    Make  compulsion 
general. 

Mb.  T.  W.  RUSSELL :  But  I  have 
sat  in  the  House  for  six  years,  and  I 
have  never  heard  a  proposal  made  in 
the  House  during  all  the  discussions  on 
land  purchase  in  favour  of  compulsory 
purchase. 

Mb.  SEXTON  :  There  have  been  at 
least  four  such  proposals. 

Mb.  J.  REDMOND :  Such  a  proposal 
TO8  made  by  the  late  Mr.  Parnell. 

Mb.  T.  W.  RUSSELL :  Yes ;  but  the 
kn.  Member  for  Roscommon  was  not 
tpeaking  of  evicted  tenants ;  he  said 
make  compulsion  general. 

Mb.  PINKERTON  :  I  put  down  an 
Amendment  to  that  effect. 

Mb.  T.  W.  RUSSELL:  What  is  the 
use  of  patting  an  Amendment  on  the 
Paper  and  not  being  here  to  move  it  ? 
the  hon.  Member  for  Roscommon  said, 
in  answer  to  my  objection,   "  Make  it 

Sacral,  and  so  get  rid  of  the  difficulty ;" 
1 1  say  the  proposal  has  never  been 
made  with  any  authority  in  this  House 
ftbat  there  should  be  general  compul- 


sion, and  when  it  is  made  I  am  ready 
to  discuss  it.  But  I  am  thankful  to 
say  that  in  Ulster  the  tenants  do  not, 
in  the  main,  live  on  badly  managed 
estates,  and  so  they  would  be  deprived 
of  this  privilege,  and  they  would  not 
tolerate  it  being  withheld  from  them 
while  it  was  conferred  on  the  tenants 
on  badly  managed  estates.  The  third 
is  the  most  important  clause  in  the 
Bill.  It  is  quite  true,  as  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  North  Dublin  (Mr.  Clancy) 
says,  that  the  clause  proposes  to  apply 
the  principle  of  the  Rent  Redemption 
Act  to  evicted  tenants,  and  I  ought  to 
be  the  last  man  to  throw  a  stone  at  the 
Rent  Redemption  Act.  The  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  Balfour)  will  admit 
that  in  and  out  of  season  I  pressed  the 
principle  of  that  Act  upon  his  attention, 
and  I  greatly  rejoice  that  it  has  become 
law,  and  I  rejoice  to  find  from  the 
Returns  it  is  not  likely  to  be  inopera- 
tive. But  it  is  one  thing  to  apply  that 
principle  to  long  leaseholders,  tenants 
who  have  been  struggling  since  1881  to 
pay  their  rents,  having  been  excluded 
from  the  Land  Act ;  it  is  one  thing  to 
apply  that  principle,  which,  I  admit, 
was  a  strong  principle,  to  those  tenants 
who  have  spent  their  capital  on  their 
holdings,  in  spite  of  the  greatest 
difficulties;  it  is  one  thing  to  give  a 
privilege  like  this  to  these  men,  and  a 
totally  different  thing  to  give  it  to^nen 
who,  according  to  the  hon.  Member  for 
East  Mayo  (Mr.  Dillon),  were  able  to 
pay  their  rent  and  would  not.  It  is  one 
thing  to  give  it  to  long  leaseholders  who 
had  claims  on  this  House,  and  it  is 
another  thing  to  give  it  to  evicted 
tenants  who  have  no  claim  on  this 
House,  whatever  claim  they  may  havfl 
against  hon.  Members  below  the 
Gangway.  Now,  what  is  the  pro- 
posal in  this  3rd  clause?  It  simply 
gives  any  evicted  tenant  since 
1879  this  light,  if  it  becomes  law, 
that  he,  being  evicted,  no  matter 
under  what  circumstances  —  let  the 
House  mark  that — no  matter  what  the 
circumstances  of  the  eviction  were,  if 
this  were  to  become  law,  any  evicted 
tenant,  evicted  since  1879,  would  simply 
have  the  light  to  come  to  his  old  land- 
lord, and,  whether  the  farm  had  been 
re-let  or  not,  he  could  say — "  I  want 
this  farm  back,  and  I  want  you  to  sell 
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it,  and  if  you  cannot  agree  to  my  terms 
the  Land  Commission  will  fix  terms, 
and  if  you  will  not  sell,  then  your 
refusal  to  sell  will  constitute  me  a 
present  tenant  under  the  Act  of  1881, 
and  I  shall  go  into  the  Court  and  have 
a  fair  rent  fixed."  Now,  I  think 
it  must  strike  the  House  that  is 
an  extraordinary  privilege  to  give 
to  evicted  tenants.  It  is  conferring  on 
them  all  the  benefits  of  compulsory 
Sale — benefits  you  withhold  from  the 
honest  tenants  who,  amid  the  greatest 
depression  and  difficulties,  struggled  to 
pay  their  rent.  You  propose  to  reward 
the  men  evicted,  it  may  be,  under  cir- 
cumstances of  sheer  rascality  on  their 
part,  with  this  great  privilege  which 
you  withhold  from  the  great  mass  of 
tenants  who  honestly  struggled  to  pay 
their  rent  in  times  of  the  greatest 
depression.  What  defence  is  there  for 
that?  It  is  no  argument  to  say  we 
have  applied  that  principle  to  the  long 
leaseholders,  the  men  who  have  striven 
to  be  honest  under  great  difficulties. 
Even  for  them  it  was  considered  a 
strong  order.  I  rejoice  that  they  got 
it,  and  that  the  provision  has  not  been 
inoperative.  This  clause  goes  further 
than  that.  The  hon.  Member  implied 
that  one  reason  why  the  13th  section 
of  the  Land  Purchase  Act  had  not 
been  operative  was  that  landlords  had 
refused  to  come  to  terms.  I  know  of 
one* case  where  there  was  such  a 
refusal 

Mr.  J.  REDMOND :  I  know  of 
300. 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL :  But  let  me 
put  this  case.  I  have  seen  a  proposal 
made  in  writing  by  the  tenants  on  a 
campaign  estate  in  the  South  of  Ireland, 
and  I  have  seen  the  landlord's  reply  to 
that  proposal.  When  I  saw  the  land- 
lord's answer  to  the  proposal  I  said, 
and  I  say  again,  that  the  terms 
suggested  by  the  landlord  were  impos- 
sible terms,  and  that  the  landlord 
might  as  well  have  asked  the  tenant 
to  pay  the  National  Debt.  I 
admit  that.  I  was  asked  to  com- 
municate with  the  landlord.  I  knew 
the  landlord,  and  I  had  visited  the 
estate  in  bygone  years.  I  did  com- 
municate with  the  landlord,  and  what 
was  his  reply  ?  I  confess  I  had  no 
answer  to  it.   One  of  the  conditions  the 
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landlord  sought  to  impose  was  that  he 
should  not  be  asked  to  leave  the 
guarantee  deposit.  I  thought  at  first 
this  was  a  monstrous  proposal ;  but 
how  did  the  landlord  justify  it?  He 
said — 

"  Mr.  Russell,  these  tenants  were  well  off, 
and  they  entered  into  a  conspiracy  to  deprive 
me  of  my  rent,  and  they  did  deprive  me  of  a>i 
large  sum.  I  had  to  evict  them.  What  is  the 
proposal  now  made  ?  Should  I  agree  to  the- 
terms  of  purchase,  a  fifth  of  the  purchase 
money  will  be  held  as  guarantee  out  of  my 
portion  ;  and  what  security  have  I  that  these 
men  will  not  conspire  again ;  and  if  they  do*. 
what  happens  ?  My  fifth  is  the  first  thing  to* 
be  seized.  These  men  have  conspired  against 
me  before,  and  why  should  I,  of  all  men  m  the 
world,  be  security  for  them  again  1 1  who  have- 
been  their  victim  ?  " 

Candidly,  I  confess  I  had  no  answer  to 
this.  I  mention  this  to  show  the 
difficulties  landlords  have  in  coming  to 
terms  under  the  13th  section  as  welf 
as  the  tenants.  Now,  take  a  concrete  - 
case.  What  would  be  the  position- 
under  this  Bill  ?  It  is  all  very  fine  to 
talk  about  "  planters."  I  do  not  believe 
that  "planters  "  or  tenants  under  that 
title  are  very  numerous,  or  that 
it  would  be  impossible  to  deal 
with  such  cases;  but  let  me  take 
a  concrete  case  from  the  Lansdowne 
Estate.  Lord  Lansdowne  was  the 
landlord  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  who 
represents  one  of  the  Divisions  of  Kerry. . 
Lord  Lansdowne  has  sold  the  farm, 
though  the  right  hon.  Member  for  Central 
Bradford  (Mr.  Shaw  Lefevre)  contra- 
dicted me  when  I  made  the  statement: 
last  Session. 

Mb.    SEXTON  :    It    was  not  sold? 
then. 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL :  It  was  not 
sanctioned,  but  all  the  arrangements* 
were  made.  The  farm  held  by  the  hon. . 
Member  for  Kerry  passed  into  other. 
hands  by  sale.  It  is  not  vacant ;  it  js« 
occupied  by  a  new  tenant,  and  it  is- 
proposed  that  after  this  new  tenant  hu< 
purchased  under  legislation  passed  by 
this  House  the  hon.  Member  tat 
Kerry  shall  have  the  right  to  go  bade 
and  say  to  the  new  tenant,  "  You  mart 
clear  out  of  this.  I  am  the  old  tenant,, 
and  this  clause  gives  me  Aft- 
right  ;  '  here  is  a  vesting  order 
which  evicts  you  and  plants  me."' 
Now,  that  is  a  strong  order  for  tins- 
House  to  make  after  having  authorise! 
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this  tenant  on  the  Marquess  of  Lans- 
downe's  estate  to  purchase  under  the 
Act.  We  passed  the  Land  Purchase 
Act,  the  Ashbourne  Act,  and  under  the 
authority  of  the  Act  the  Marquess  of 
Ionsdowne  sold  the  property  and  the 
tenant  bought  it.  The  transaction  was 
sanctioned  by  the  Land  Commission, 
and  I  say  it  is  a  very  strong  order  to 
•sk  the  House  to  pass  this  clause  and 
authorise  the  old  tenant  to  go  back  and 
dear  out  this  man  who  has  actually 
purchased  under  the  authority  of  legis- 
lation passed  by  Parliament.  You  may 
call  this  a  modest  proposal,  and  such 
is  the  character  given  it  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Roscommon 

Mb.  SEXTON :  It  is  not  in  the  Bill. 
It  does  not  apply  at  all. 

Mb.  T.  W.  RUSSELL :  Then  what 
is  the  meaning  of  Clause  4  ?  I  may  be 
wrong  in  my  reading  of  the  Bill,  but  I 
cannot  be  wrong  in  my  understanding 
of  the  explanation  given  in  this  House 
by  hon.  Members  who  say  that  the 
clause  is  specially  applicable  to  what 
are  called  planters  on  these  farms. 

Mb.  SEXTON :  Tenants. 

Mb.  T.  W.  RUSSELL :  What  is  the 
difference  in  law  between  the  tenant 
and  the  purchaser  ?    There  are  but  few 
English  Members  in  the  House  just 
now,  but  fortunately  there  are  two  on 
the  front  Bench  below  me.     Will  they 
bestow  a  little  thought  upon  this  Bill? 
They   were  violent  opponents  of  the 
land  Purchase  Act  of  last  Session,  and 
on  what  grounds  did  they  oppose  it? 
Because  they  objected  to  imperilling 
British  credit  in  the  purchase  of  Irish 
land.     They  objected  to  the  imperilling 
of  British  credit  notwithstanding  the 
checks  and  safeguards  that  almost  every 
clause  of  that  Act  contains.     Now  let 
them  look  at  this  Bill.     Here  is  a  pro- 
posal which  certainly  imperils  British 
credit,  and  what  is  your  security  ?    In 
the  first  place  the  land,  much  of  which 
b  derelict,  out  of  cultivation,  ruined. 
Hot  much    security  this.     Next    you 
have  the  security  of  ruined  Campaigners 
who  have  been  loafing  about  for  six  or 
•even  years  in  Irish  towns  and  villages 
ted  have  not  improved  by  that.     Your 
Insurance  Fund,  which  at  all  events  was 
food  for  something,  disappears,  and  it 


is  absolutely  proposed  under  this  Bill 
to   give  these    men  more    favourable 
terms  than  under  the  original  Act  you 
gave  to  legitimate  purchasers !    What 
do  English  Members,   who  have  pre- 
viously objected  to  imperilling  British 
credit  with  all  the  safeguards  the  Land 
Purchase  Act  contains,  say  to  this  Bill 
to-day,  which  imperils  British  credit 
and  includes  none  of  the  safeguards 
the  original  Act  possesses?    I  divide 
evicted    tenants     into    four    classes. 
The  first  class  is  those  who  may  have 
been     unjustly     evicted.       Now,    my 
previous  opinion  with  regard    to  the 
Clanricarde  estate  has  been  referred  to 
here  to-day.     I  have  said  over    and 
over  again  that  I  consider  the  Marquess 
of  Clanricarde  a  standing  menace  to 
the  peace  of  the  County  of  Galway,  and 
I  am  not  going  to  withdraw  one  step 
from  that  statement.     I  say  there  were 
tenants  unjustly   evicted,   but   I    am 
bound  to  say  that  I  cannot  impeach 
the  Marquess  of  having  racked  higher 
than    his    neighbours,  or  as  high.     I 
should  be  very  glad  if  those  tenants 
could  be  dealt  with  under  Clause  13,  or 
some  extension  of  that  clause.    Then 
there    are    tenants   who    have    been 
evicted  and  have    been    unfortunate, 
who  have  failed  to  make  their  land 
pay.    The  second  class  are  the  ne'er- 
do-wells.     Why  should  you  put  them 
back  into  the    farms    and    let    them 
imperil  the  credit  of  the  State  when 
they    could    not     make     them    pay 
when  they  were  in  them  ?    The  third 
class  is  those  who  conspired,  at  the 
bidding  of  a  great  organisation,  not  to 
pay  their  rent ;  who  went  out  of  their 
farms  on  a  deliberate  plan  and  system, 
the  system  being  to  produce  anarchy 
in  the  country,  and,  though  I  have  not 
the  exact  words,  I  remember  the  hon. 
Member    for    Waterford    (Mr.    J.    E. 
Redmond)    saying    that    tne  Plan  of 
Campaign  was  not  organised  so  much 
in  view  of  the  relief  of  the  tenants  as 
with  the  view    of    embarrassing    the 
Government. 

Mb.  J.  E.  REDMOND  (Waterford)  : 
That  is  not  what  I  said. 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  :  I  said  I  had 
not  the  hon.  Gentleman's  exact  words. 
And,  lastly,  there  is  another  class,  and  I 
suspect  the  most  numerous,  the  dupes 
of   that  great  organisation,  men  who 
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went  out  after  being  told  they  would 
not  lose  a  shilling,  that  the  resources 
of  the  Irish  race  were  at  their  back, 
these  children  of  the  nation  who  were 
never  to  be  deserted,  like  the  Tipperary 
tenants,  who  have  left  their  homes  and 
lost  their  all,  and  have  never  had  the 
honour  of  even  a  passing  visit  from  the 
hon.  Members  for  East  Mayo  (Mr.  J. 
Dillon)  or  North-East  Cork  (Mr.  W. 
O'Brien)  since  they  came  out  of  gaol. 
I  admit  the  misfortunes  of  these 
tenants,  but  I  deny  that  they  have  any 
claim  on  this  House.  They  derided 
the  laws  of  this  House,  and  trampled 
on  the  peace  which  those  laws  were 
intended  to  uphold.  The  people  these 
men  have  claims  upon  are  hon.  Mem- 
bers below  the  Gangway,  who  urged 
them  to  leave  their  homes,  and  told 
them  they  would  never  desert  them, 
and  who,  raising  a  fund  for  national 
purposes  in  the  name  of  the  evicted 
tenants,  have  applied  some  of  it  to  a 
totally  different  purpose.  I  move  the 
rejection  of  the  Bill  with  a  clear  con- 
science, and  if  I  said  a  word  in  support 
of  a  Bill  like  this,  all  I  can  say  is  that 
I  should  never  stand  face  to  face  with 
the  Ulster  tenant  farmers  again,  and 
in  their  name  I  move  the  rejection.  It 
is  not  a  modest  Bill,  but  one  of  the 
most  audacious  that  was  ever  presented 
to  a  British  House  of  Commons. 

Mb.  T.  LEA  (Londonderry,  S.) :  I 
second  the  Motion. 

Amendment  proposed,  to  leave  out 
the  word  "  now,"  and  at  the  end  of 
the  Question  to  add  the  words  "  upon 
this  day  six  months." — (Mr.  T.  W. 
Russell.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  word 
'  now '  stand  part  of  the  Question." 

*(3.10.)  Mr.  SHAW  LEtfEVRE 
(Bradford,  Central) :  I  find  it  difficult 
to  reconcile  the  speech  of  the  hon. 
Gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down  with 
his  action  last  year  on  tfye  clause  to 
which  he  referred.  Though  he  claims 
credit  for  having  passed  the  13th  clause 
last  year,  he  says  that  he  did  not 
hope  much  from  it,  and  that 
he  has  not  been  disappointed  in 
its  not  having  succeeded  in  effect- 
ing anything.  My  recollection  of 
the  speech  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  on 
that  occasion  is  exactly  the  reverse. 
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I  find,  on  referring  to  Hansard, 
that  on  moving  the  clause  he  ex- 
pressed his  ardent  hope  that  it  would 
effect  the  purpose  aimed  at,  and  settle 
all  the  unfortunate  disputes  which  had 
occurred  on  the  Campaign  estates.  He 
expressed  confidence  that  it  would 
settle  three-fourths  of  the  disputes.  He 
gave  the  House  the  express  assurance 
that  it  would  settle  the  disputes  on  the 
Olphert,  Ponsonby,  and  Clongorey 
estates.  I  think  his  language  to-day 
does  not  agree  with  what  he  said 
then,  and  three-fourths  of  the  violent 
arguments  he  has  used  to-day  would 
equally  apply  to  the  clause  of  last 
Session.  The  question  before  the  House 
is  one  of  very  considerable  importance 
and  great  delicacy  and  difficulty.  I 
think  there  was  a  general  desire  in  the 
House  at  the  end  of  last  Session  that 
these  disputes  should  be  settled  in  an 
amicable  manner  in  the  interests  of  the 
lace  of  Ireland.  I  may  remind  the 
ouse  that  early  in  last  Session  I 
myself  moved  a  Resolution  for  the  pur 
pose  of  endeavouring  to  effect  this 
object.  I  proposed  a  Resolution  to 
the  House  that  the  Government  should 
use  its  influence  with  a  view  to  restoring 
these  evicted  tenants  to  their  holdings 
in  the  interests  of  the  peace  of  Ireland, 
and  with  the  view  also  of  conciliating 
Irish  public  opinion,  especially  at  a  time 
when  the  Government  was  proposing  a 
great  remedial  measure,  and  that,  if 
necessary,  it  should  adopt  legislation 
with  that  object.  The  then  Chief 
Secretary  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour)  replied  to 
me  in  what  I  may  call  the  earlier 
tone  of  his  Irish  administration 
and  made  a  violent  speech  in  reply, 
in  which  he  said  if  he  were  an 
Irish  landlord  he  would  rather  beg 
his  bread  than  give  way  to  the  tenants, 
who  were  in  combination.  I*ter 
in  the  Session  more  moderate  counsels 
prevailed  and  better  statesmanship,  and 
in  the  course  of  the  discussion  which 
took  place  on  the  Land  Purchase  Bill 
the  clause  which  has  been  alluded  to 
was  moved  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
South  Tyrone  (Mr.  T.  W.  Russell)  and 
generally  accepted  by  the  House.  The 
Chief  Secretary  himself  spoke  in  * 
totally  different,  tone  to  that  of  the 
earlier  speech,  and  expressed  great 
pleasure  in  giving  his  support  to  the 
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clause.  He  said  that  if  he  were  an 
Irish  landlord  he  would  be  glad,  even 
at  a  pecuniary  loss,  to  re-instate  the 
evicted  tenants  in  the  interests  of 
peace.  He  also  said  that  no  one  more 
than  he  desired  that  there  should 
"be  a  settlement  of  these  disputes. 
These  were  wise  and  statesman- 
like words.  The  hon.  Member  for 
South  Hunts  (Mr.  Smith-Barry), 
speaking  for  the  landlords  of  Ireland, 
also  expressed  approval  of  the  clause, 
and  said  that  it  would  open  the  door 
to  friendly  settlements,  and  he  believed 
would  have  the  effect  of  settling  a  great 
proportion  of  the  disputes.  What  has 
been  the  result  ?  I  am  bound  to  say 
that  it  has  been  an  almost  total  failure ; 
practically  no  action  has  taken  place 
under  it.  So  far  from  the  hopes  and 
expectations  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
South  TVrone  (Mr.  T.  W.  Russell) 
being  fulfilled,  I  find  that,  on  the  three 
estates  he  mentioned,  very  little  has 

Mb-    T.'    W.    RUSSELL:    On  the 
Ponsonby      estate      the      settlements 
amounted  to  half  the  rents. 
•Mb.      SHAW      LEFEVRE: 
I  am  coming   to   that  shortly.     The 
great  bulk  of  the  landlords  on  whose 
estates     evictions    had     taken    place 
had  made  no  proposals  to  their  tenants. 
The  tenants  had  been  most  anxious  for 
a  settlement,  and  had  done  their  very 
best  to  induce  the  landlords  to  offer 
them  terms.     In  other  cases  the  land- 
lords made  offers  of  such  a  character 
that  it  could  not  be  expected  for   a 
moment  that  the  tenants  would  avail 
themselves  of  them.     What  was  the 
case    of    the   Olphert     estate?      The 
evicted     tenants,     340     in      number, 
>i|  approached    their    landlord     through 
Father  Boyle,  the  curate  of  Falcarragh, 
and    asked    for    terms    of    purchase. 
Colonel     Olphert,    in  reply,    said   he 
VU    prepared     to     sell     his     lands 
tt  the  tenants  would  pay  in  cash  at 
Ooee  a  sum  representing  the  rent  of  the 
three  years  they  had  been  out  of  pos- 
ition, and  also  20  years'  purchase  of 
the  land.     I  venture  to  say  that  these 
tonns  were  practically  prohibitive,  and 
Mold  only  have  been  brought  forward 
to  the  belief  that  they  would  prevent 
farther  negotiations.      What  was  the 
<*ae  on  the  Ponsonby  estate  ?    I  know 
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something  about  it,  for  I  have  had 
communications  from  the  excellent 
priest,  Canon  Keller,  of  Youghal.  The 
offer  made  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
South  Hunts  (Mr.  Smith-Barry) — who 
acts  as  chairman  of  the  syndicate  which 
has  taken  over  this  estate — I  am 
sorry  to  say,  hardly  carried  out  the 
promise  of  his  speech  in  the  House. 
One  would  have  expected  that  he 
would  be  one  of  the  first  to  consider  the 
subject  in  a  conciliatory  manner  and 
offer  reasonable  terms.  What  were  the 
terms  offered  by  the  hon.  Member  on 
the  Ponsonby  estate  ?  They  were  asked 
to  pay  19  years'  purchase  of  their 
holdings,  and  to  give  promissory  notes 
for  one  and  a  half  years'  rent,  making 
about  20  years'  purchase,  which  is  con- 
sidered to  be  an  altogether  unreason- 
able price.  It  is  perfectly  true  that  102 
out  of  240  tenants  have  accepted  these 
terms,  but  I  am  told  that  they  accepted 
them  under  a  feeling  of  panic,  and  in  the 
hope  that  the  Land  Commission 
will  not  consent  to  such  excessive 
terms.  The  remaining  140  tenants 
have  rejected  them.  Under  those 
terms  the  landlord  would  receive 
£20,000  more  for  the  whole  estate 
than  Mr.  Ponsonby  was  ready 
to  accept,  and  had  offered  to  the 
tenants  to  accept,  three  years  before. 
That  offer  could  hardly  be  said  to  be  in 
the  spirit  of  the  clause  of  the  Act  of  last 
year.  So  far  as  I  have  been  able  to 
learn,  in  the  other  cases  no  practical 
result  has  been  arrived  at.  It  does 
appear  to  me  that  the  House  having 
inserted  this  clause  in  the  expectation 
that  settlements  would  be  arrived  at,  and 
having  gone  so  far  as  to  recognise  the  fact 
that  the  State  credit  might  be  used  for 
the  purpose  of  reinstating  these  tenants 
in  their  holdings,  it  is  hardly  satisfac- 
tory that  the  House  should  leave  the 
question  in  its  present  state.  Some- 
thing more  ought  to  be  done  towards 
carrying  out  that  policy.  I  do  not  say 
that  the  measure  before  us  is  the  best 
way  of  carrying  it  out ;  perhaps  some 
better  method  might  be  devised  for 
effecting  the  object.  But  it  appears  to 
me  that  the  House  is  pledged  to  the 
policy  of  reinstating  these  tenants  in 
their  holdings.  The  present  Chief 
Secretary  (Mr.  Jackson)  spoke  on  the 
subject    some    nights    ago    in    very 
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proper  terms,  and  expressed  an 
earnest  hope  that  a  settlement  might 
be  arrived  at  on  the  whole  of  the 
estates.  Now  there  is  an  opportunity 
for  the  House  to  do  that.  The  adoption 
of  the  Second  Beading  of  this  Bill  will 
not  pledge  the  House  to  the  details  as 
to  how  the  proposal  shall  be  carried  out. 
By  reading  it  a  second  time  we  adopt 
the  principle  that  settlement  ought  to 
be  brought  about,  and  that  these 
tenants  should  be  reinstated,  leav- 
ing the  question  as  to  how  it 
shall  be  done  for  discussion  in 
Committee.  Practically  the  clause 
of  last  year  has  failed  ;  the  object  the 
House  had  in  view  has  not  been  carried 
out,  and  the  opportunity  now  arises 
when  the  House  may  give  some 
effect  to  the  clause  of  last  year,  with  the 
view  of  bringing  about  that  result  which 
Members  desired  last  year,  and  which 
I  believe  they  still  desire.  I  do  not 
think  it  necessary  to  follow  the  hon. 
Member  for  South  Tyrone  (Mr.  T.  W. 
Bussell)  in  his  violent  attacks  on  the 
tenants.  I  think  the  general  disposi- 
tion of  the  House  last  year  was  to  for- 
get what  had  been  done  in  the  past, 
and  in  the  interests  of  peace,  and  in 
deference  to  the  public  opinion  of 
Ireland,  to  bring  these  disputes  to  a 
conclusion.  I  venture  to  ask  the 
"House  not  to  depart  from  that  spirit — 
not  to  rake  up  old  questions  as  to 
how  far  the  tenants  were  justified  or 
not  in  their  combinations,  but  to  look 
at  the  question  from  a  statesmanlike 
point  of  view,  and  in  deference  to  the 
public  opinion  of  Ireland,  which  has 
been  expressed  on  behalf  of  these 
tenants  in  a  way  in  which  it  has  never 
been  expressed  on  any  other  question 
before  the  House,  to  take  this  oppor- 
tunity of  affirming  the  principle  that 
a  settlement  should  be  arrived 
at  on  this  important  and  diffi- 
cult question.  With  a  view  to  securing 
the  peace  of  Ireland  this  is  a  time  to 
make  another  effort  to  effect  what  was 
decided  upon  last  year,  and  so  bring 
these  unfortunate  disputes  to  a  close. 

(3.20.)  Mr.  W.  O'BBIEN  (Cork 
Co.,  N.E.):  The  hon.  Member  for 
South  Tyrone  (Mr.  T.  W.  Bussell)  has 
treated  us  to  one  of  those  attacks  on 
the  position  of  the  evicted  tenants  in 
Ireland    which  he  has  hawked  about 
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England  for  the  last  two  or  t 
years,  with  the  result  to  the  Tory  I 
that  he  has  changed  their  solid  ba 
of  100  into  25.  The  Bossen 
election  is,  perhaps,  the  best  proof 
the  English  people  have  begun  to 
praise  the  value  of  the  hon.  Ge: 
man's  misinterpretation  of  the 
racter  of  the  fight  we  have  i 
making  in  Ireland.  That  fight  if 
the  peace  of  Ireland,  and  the  ra-yas 
ment  of  these  evicted  tenants.*  ""VS 
the  Bill  of  1887  was  introduced 
promised  again  and  again  to  drop 
Plan  of  Campaign  if  only  the  evi 
tenants,  whose  sacrifices  won  that 
were  admitted  to  its  benefits. 
Government  deliberately  excluded  tl 
and  that  is  the  origin  of  the  whol 
the  trouble  in  Ireland.  That  is 
the  struggle  has  been  prolonged 
four  years  with  results  that  are  slig 
less  agreeable  to  hon.  Gentlemen  ■ 
porting  the  Government  than  they 
to  hon.  Gentlemen  on  this  side. 
result  of  our  fight  has  been  that,  s 
five  years  of  coercion,  the  Governo 
were  forced,  in  the  13th  clause 
attempt  to  make  some  provision 
the  restoration  of  these  evicted  tens 
but  it  was,  as  usual,  imperfect 
utterly  unworkable,  and  simply  ena 
one  or  two  men  like  the  hon.  Men 
for  South  Hunts  (Mr.  Smith-Barry 
use  the  credit  of  the  British  taxpa 
as  he  almost  admitted,  to  coerce 
tenants.  If  the  Government  are  « 
fied  with  this  result  of  the  five  yc 
struggle  to  deny  these  unfortxr 
men  justice  they  are  thankful  for  si 
mercies.  You  have  not  broken 
Plan  of  Campaign,  but  it  has  brc 
you.  It  has  accomplished  & 
object  for  which  it  was 
forward.  It  has  wrung  two  L 
Acts  from  the  Government.  It 
victoriously  protected  these  evi 
tenants  year  after  year  in  face  of 
most  fierce  coercion.  We  have 
deserted  the  evicted  tenants ;  we 
here  still ;  and  though  the  hon.  M 
ber  may  taunt  us  that  the  unha 
Divisions  which  paralyse  for  the  mon 
our  power  in  Ireland  have  increased i 
aggravated  our  difficulties — we  h 
not  abandoned  a  single  evicted  tern 
and  we  will  not  abandon  a  sii 
tenant  until  you  have    either  pat 
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this  measure  or  a  General  Election 
gives  us  the  power  of  obtaining  a  just 
and  effective  13th  clause  instead  of 
the  miserable  and  abortive  clause  of 
the  Land  Purchase  Act  of  last  year.  I 
most  cordially  support  the  Bill,  and 
warn  you  that  if  you  do  not  pass  it 
to-day,  you  will  have  to  pass  it  some 
day. 

•(3.27.)      Mb.    BARTON    (Armagh, 
Mid) :  I  do  not  think  the  House  will 
blame  the  hon.  Member  for  speaking 
with  some  warmth  on  this  subject,  but 
I  desire  to  say  a  few  words  on  the 
speech    of    the    right    hon.     Member 
lor    Central    Bradford,  who    is    him- 
•elf,  we  might  almost  say,  a  supporter 
of  the  Plan   of  Campaign.     He  went 
over  to  Ireland  and  took  part  in  meet- 
ings   and    transactions  in  connection 
with  the  Plan  of  Campaign.     I  have  no 
sympathy  with  the  English  Privy  Coun- 
cillor who  becomes  an  Irish  agitator. 
Irish   Members  cannot  approach  this 
question  with  a  light  heart.    Landlords 
who  have  been  the  victims  of  the  Plan  of 
Campaign  have  been  reduced  to  want, 
and    their    servants    and    dependants 
thrown  out  of  employment.     We  can- 
not  help  sympathising  also  with  the 
tenants  who  have  been  the  dupes  of 
designing  politicians.     Some  of  them 
have   had  to  leave  the  country,  and 
others   have  spent  their  time  in  the 
public  houses  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
their  old  homes,  losing  all  their  habits 
of  agriculture  and  of  labour,  so  that  if 
they  are  re-instated  they  will  never  be  in 
the  same  position  as  formerly.     The 
voluntary  clause    in    the    Bill  intro- 
duced last  Session  was  a  fair  clause, 
and  I  believe  was  an   immense   step 
towards  conciliation.     But  as  for  the 
present  Bill    it    is  quite  a    different 
matter.     It  offers  a  premium  upon  law- 
kisness  and  dishonesty,  for  it  proposes 
to  give  special  and  peculiar  privileges 
ma  rewards  to  tenants  whose  conduct 
baa  certainly  not  entitled  them  to  any 

Cial  consideration.  The  right  hon. 
tleman  opposite  has  said  that  he 
Voold  not  take  up  matters  connected 
With  the  origin  of  the  Plan  of  Campaign. 
I  dare  say  if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
tttdd  have  foreseen  the  results  of 
that  Plan,  and  could  recall  the  last  few 

5X8,  he  would  have   taken   a  very 
erent  view  of  the  matter,  and  might, 


in  all  probability,  have  spared  himself 
the  cost  of  sundry  return  tickets  to- 
Ireland.  I  hope  the  House  will  pardon 
me  for  referring  to  a  speech  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Mid- 
lothian as  to  the  Plan  of  Campaign. 
Speaking  in  Scotland,  the  right  hon.. 
Gentleman  said — 

"  I  believe  I  am  right  in  saying  that  the 
Plan  of  Campaign  has  been  declared  by 
sufficient  authority  not  to  be  legal,  and  I  do 
not  justify  anything  that  is  not  legal." 

I  admit  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
went  on  to  attribute  the  Plan  to  the- 
policy  of  the  Tories.  But  this  sugges- 
tion has  been  recently  denied  on  the 
best  authority.  Now,  Mr.  Andrew 
Kettle,  one  of  the  promoters  of  the  Land 
League,  writing  on  the  27th  October,. 
1891,  to  the  Irish  Times,  says — 

"  It  may  surprise  some  people  to  learn  that 
the  Plan  of  Campaign  was  not  started  by  Mr 
O'Brien  to  settle  the  Land  Question,  or  to  work 
out  the  social  emancipation  of  the  tenants. 
It  was  promoted  by  a  desire  to  make  good  Mr. 
Gladstones  words,  that  the  Tories  would  have- 
to  govern  Ireland  either  by  Coercion  or  Home 
Rule,  and  as  there  was  very  little  chance  of 
the  latter  contingency  the  Plan  was  started. 
to  force  the  Tories  to  pass  a  Coercion  Act  ? 
The  tenants  and  the  Land  Question  were  only 
means  to  an  end." 

Mr.  W.  O'BRIEN:  Mr.  Andrew 
Kettle  is  a  very  respectable  man ;  but 
he  has  no  special  knowledge  of  the 
causes  that  led  to  the  establishment  of 
the  Plan  of  Campaign. 

Mk.  BARTON:  The  hon.  Member 
should  have  heard  me  out.  This  Mr, 
Kettle  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the 
League.  Bnt  I  do  not  solely  rely  upon 
Mr.  Kettle's  statement.  *In  a  recent 
speech  the  hon.  Member  for  Waterford 
said,  in  reference  to  the  Plan  of 
Campaign — 

"  It  was  not  simply  started  as  an  agrarians 
movement  ;    it    was    started     as    a    great 
political  engine  wherewith  to  fight  Balfour 
and  to  fight  Coercion.*1 

But  if  the  Plan  of  Campaign  was  a 
political  engine  why  this  Bill  ?  If  that 
is  true,  the  promoters  of  the  Bill  are- 
proposing  to  reward  those  who  worked 
this  great  political  engine  "to  fight 
Balfour  and  Coercion,"  and  worked  it. 
for  political  purposes.  This  is  a  Bill 
meant  to  confer  special  privileges  upon 
men  whose  policy  was  condemned  by 
the  Pope,  condemned  by  the  Judges,, 
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and  condemned  by  statesmen  and  by 
the  Press.  The  Daily  News  wrote  as 
follows : — 

.  "  We  by  no  means  approve  of  Mr.  Dillon's 
policy.  His  *  Plan  of  Campaign '  seems  to  be 
vitiated  with  dishonesty.  To  withhold  just 
rents  because  exorbitant  demands  are  made 
is  to  take  trouble  to  be  in  the  wrong.  The 
scheme  which  our  special  correspondent 
'describes  is  one  which  attempts  to  cure  a 
grievance  of  the  tenants  by  inflicting  a 
grievance  on  the  landlords.  It  is  doing  an 
injustice  as  a  protest  against  injustice." 

As  I  have  said,  the  Plan  of  Campaign 
was  condemned  by  the  heads  of  the 
Boman  Catholic  Church,  the  following 
question  having  been  proposed  to  their 
Eminences  the  Cardinals  of  the  Con- 
gregation : — 

"  I«  it  permissible,  in  the  disputes  between 
landowners  and  tenants  in  Ireland,  to  use  the 
means  known  as  the  Plan  of  Campaign  and 
(boycotting  ?  After  long  and  mature  delibera- 
»tion  their  Eminences  unanimously  answered 
in  the  negative  and,  the  decision  was  con- 
firmed by  the  Holy  Father." 

;Such  was  the  decision  of  the  heads  of 
the  Boman  Catholic  Church,  and  yet, 
for  political  purposes,  the  Rescript  of 
the  Pope  was  treated  as  so  much  waste 
paper.  Again,  the  question  came  be- 
fore the  Courts  of  Law,  and  the  Lord 
Chief  Baron — dealing  with  this  matter, 
which,  according  to  the  Daily  News, 
was  "  vitiated  with  dishonesty" — in 
his  charge  to  the  jury  in  the  case  of 
Blunt  v.  Byrne,  laid  it  down  as  a 
matter  of  law,  deliberately  and  with- 
put  any  reservation,  that — 

"  The  Plan  of  Campaign  is,  in  its  essence, 
against  the  spirit  of  personal  liberty,  is  against 
the  law  of  the  realm,  and  anyone  taking  part 
in  it,  aiding  it,  or  promoting  it,  is  guilty  of  an 
offence  for  which  ne  may  be  made  criminally 
responsible." 

That  judicial  deliverance  has  never 
been  dissented  from  by  any  member  of 
the  Judiciary  in  either  England  or  Ire- 
land. It  will  surely  be  difficult  for  hon. 
Members  opposite  who  are  not  Nation- 
alists to  support  a  measure  meant  to 
#i  ve  exceptional  privileges  to  the  tenants 
on  the  Campaign  estates,  when  their 
only  claim  to  exceptional  treatment  is 
that  they  have  taken  part  in  a  course 
of  action  which  the  right  hon.  Member 
for  Midlothian  has  himself  refused  to 
justify,  which  the  heads  of  the  Boman 
Catholic  Church  have  so  emphatically 
^condemned,     which    the     Judges    of 
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the  land  have  declared  to  be  illegal. 
But  if  this  was  the  way  in  which  the 
Plan  of  Campaign  was  initiated,  how 
was  it  carried  on  ?  Was  it  conducted 
with  a  desire  to  arrive  at  settlements  ? 
Not  at  all.  It  will,  I  dare  say,  be  in 
the  recollection  of  hon.  Members  that, 
with  regard  to  one  estate  upon  which 
the  Plan  of  Campaign  was  put  in 
force,  the  Boman  Catholic  Bishop  of 
Limerick  wrote  a  letter,  in  which  he 
almost  prayed  that  a  settlement  might 
be  come  to.  I  will  read  the  last 
sentence  of  that  letter — 

"  It  would  be  easy  for  me  to  win  popularity 
by  taking  another  course,  but  even  if  higher 
motives  did  not  restrain  me,  I  should  be 
ashamed  to  ask  poor  people  to  endure  beast- 
breaking  sorrows  of  eviction  which  I  bad  mm 
notion  of  ever  undergoing  myself." 

But  how  was  that  letter  referred  to  in 
the  House  of  Commons  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Bast  Mayo?  The  hon. 
Member,  speaking  of  the  letter  of  the 
Bishop  of  Limerick,  described  it  as  "  a 
most  violent  and  dastardly  letter,"  and 
said  that  the  Bishop's  conduct  was 
"  scandalous."     He  said — 

"  I  am  exceedingly  glad  that  be  stands  alone 
among  the  Episcopacy  of  Ireland  with  hi* 
scandalous  conduct." 

Remarks  of  that  kind  throw  an  illumi- 
nating ray  upon  the  manner  in  which 
the  fight  has  been  kept  up,  and  shows 
that  the  aim  of  the  promoters  of  the 
Plan  of  Campaign  was  to  keep  a  fester- 
ing sore  open  as  long  as  they  could, 
and  not  to  heal  it.  Hon.  Members 
opposite  suggest  that  they,  at  any  rate, 
have  done  nothing  to  prevent  the  clause 
which  has  already  been  referred  to 
from  working ;  but  I  regret  to  be  com- 
pelled to  say  that  my  observations  of 
the  public  utterances  of  hon.  Members 
in  Ireland  have  led  me  to  form  quite  a 
different  opinion.  It  is  true  that  the 
hon.  Member  for  Waterford,  speaking 
on  the  14th  September  of  last  year,  * 
said — 

"What,  in  my  opinion,  should  be  dome  if  ^ 
this.  There  are  many  estates  where  reatss>  j 
able  settlements  could  be  brought  about,  ni  * 
where  tenants  might  be  restored  at  ret 
rents,  and  I  would  say  that  the  tenants 
such  estates  might  be  allowed  to  accept  thou 
settlements." 

But  how,  I  ask,  was  that  received? 
Why,  it  was  denounced  as  a  moat 
cowardly  policy,  and  in  proof  of  that 
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I  may  be  allowed  to  quote  from  a 
tpeeeh  of  the  hon.  Member  for  North 
East  Cork,  who,  alluding  to  this  advice 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  Waterford  that 
tetftements  should  be  made  where 
possible,  said — 

*  For  what  does    Mr.    Redmond's    policy 

ksb?    Mr.  Redmond  puts  a  pistol  to  the 

heads  of  the  Clanriearoe  tenants  and  says : 

'Too  most  surrender  at  discretion  to  Lord 

You  must  throw  yourself   at 

of  a  ravening  wolf,  and  if  you  do 

I  will  take  care  that  you  do  not  get 

shilling  to  keep  you  and  your  children 

from  starvation." 

And  now,  what  is  the  House  asked  to 
io  ?  It  is  asked  to  put  the  men  who 
m  mtered  into  that  criminal  conspiracy  in 
a  position  of  advantage  to  which  the 
rest  of  the  tenants  of  Ireland  could 
sever  hope  to  attain.  What  about  the 
1 1  tenants  who  resisted  the  Plan  of 
Campaign  ?  What  about  those  honest 
men  who,  in  spite  of  the  combination, 
remained  on  their  holdings  and  went 
on  paying  their  rent?  Are  the  men 
who  defied  the  law  to  be  brought  in 
and  given  privileges  that  the  honest 
tenants  never  asked  for,  never  dreamt 
of.  and  which  they  could  not  hope  to 
obtain?  In  August  of  1887  the  hon. 
Member  for  East  Mayo  gave  a  remark- 
able warning  to  those  honest  tenants 
which  I  may  venture  to  quote  to  the 
House.  Speaking  on  the  23rd  August 
of  that  year,  he  said — 

«I  am  alluding  now  to  the  combination 
aaoagst  the  tenants  known  as  the  Plan  of 
Campaign.  Now  let  me  say  this :  that  if  there 
be  a  man  in  Ireland — and  I  do  not  believe  there 
I  there  is  a  man  in  Ireland  base  enough  to 
_  down,  to  torn  his  back  on  the  fight,  now 
.  Coercion  has  passed,  I  pledge  myself  in 
i  faee  of  this  meeting  that  I  will  denounce 
from  public  platforms  by  name,  and  1 
myself  to  the  Government  that,  let  that 
«  whom  he  may,  his  life  will  not  be  a 
happy  one,  either  in  Ireland  or  across  the  sea, 
Mlaay  this  with  the  intention  of  carrying  out 
«bat  I  say,  and  without  the  slightest  fear  of 
Cat  interpretation  which  will  be  put  upon  what 
I  my  by  the  Tory  newspapers." 

This  Bill  proposes  that  the  men  who 
bare  defied  the  law  should  be  given 
privileges  that  those  honest  tenants,  who 
misted  temptations  and  threats,  never 
ttked  and  do  not  now  claim.  But 
what  about  the  men  who  have  availed 
themselves  of  the  Act  of  1891  ?  They 
have  availed  themselves  of  that  Act,  and 
yet  they  are  to  be  placed  in  a  worse  posi- 


tion than  those  who  declined  to  do  so. 
The  hon.  Member  for  South  Tyrone  is 
quite  right  when  he  said  that  the  farmers 
of  Ulster  regard  this  Bill  with  consider- 
able curiosity.  They  are  men  who  paid 
their  rents  regularly,  and  frequently 
legislation  has  come  in  which  did 
them  no  good,  but  which  favoured  the 
less  deserving  tenants  in  other  parts 
of  the  country.  [An  hon.  Member: 
Name.]  I  refer,  for  example,  to  the 
Arrears  Act  as  a  specimen  of  the 
legislation  which,  I  care  not  who 
brought  it  in,  rewarded  the  landlord 
who  managed  his  estate  badly  and 
the  tenant  who  did  not  pay  his 
rent.  The  question  involved  in  the 
Bill  before  the  House  concerns, 
more  than  any  section  of  the  House,, 
the  Members  on  the  Front  Opposition 
Bench.  Nobody  can,  of  course,  blame 
Irish  National  Members  opposite  for 
defending  the  evicted  tenants.  They 
would  be,  indeed,  wanting  in  honour 
if  they  did  not ;  they  would  be  wanting, 
in  honour  if  they  deserted  the  men 
who  kept  up  the  fight ;  and,  so  far  as 
I  know,  they  are  not  wanting  in 
courage  to  stand  by  those  who  agree 
with  them  in  Ireland.  But  it  is  quite 
different  with  hon.  and  right  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite.  The  misery  of 
the  evicted  tenants  really  lies  at  their 
door,  and  now  they  are  in  a  dilemma. 
They  must  either  desert  their  dupes 
— the  men  who  kept  up  the  fight  in  Ire- 
land, and  without  whom  they  would  have 
found  it  absolutely  impossible  to 
suggest  that  the  present  Government 
have  had  any  difficulty  in  governing. 
Ireland ;  or,  in  the  alternative,  they 
will  have  by  supporting  this  Bill  to 
sanction,  to  justify,  and  to  reward  a 
course  of  illegal  criminality  which  I 
challenge  hon.  Members  and  right  hon. 
Members  opposite  to  defend  upon  Liberal 
principles. 

(3.53.)  Mr.  J.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) : 
The  hon.  Gentleman  who  has  just  sat 
down  has  treated  us  to  a  considerable 
deal  of  ancient  history  which  has  often 
before  been  referred  to  both  in  and  out 
of  this  House,  and  into  which  I  have 
no  desire  and  no  intention  of  following 
him.  In  the  course  of  his  speech  I 
could  not  help  thinking  that  I  had 
listened  to  similar  speeches  before  in 
Ireland,  and  I  could  not  help  imagining. 
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myself  in  the  dock  in  Green  Street, 
with    the  hon.    Member    engaged    in 
•  conducting  the    prosecution.        Hon. 
■  Gentlemen  upon  the  other  side  of  the 
House  look,  I  think,  upon  the  whole  sub- 
ject from  a  very  narrow  point  of  view. 
They  hark  back  to  the  Plan  of  Cam- 
paign and  to  various  organisations  and 
agitations    which    it  is   impossible  in 
{he  limits  at  the  disposal  of  the  House 
to  go  into,   but   which    have  for  the 
last  ten  years  been  agitating  Ireland. 
'  The  hon.  Member  treats  these  matters 
.  as  if  they  had  not  been  again  and  again 
debated  in  this  House ;  and  he  asks  the 
House  to  believe  that  these  agitations 
in  Ireland  arose  from  no  cause  what- 
ever   except    from   a  desire    to    give 
assistance  to   the  Liberal  Party    and 
to  make  political  capital  for  them.   The 
hon.    Member    charges    the    National 
Party  in    Ireland  with  having  started 
the  Plan  of  Campaign  in  Ireland  for 
the  simple  purpose  of  making  political 
capital  for  the   Liberals   in    England, 
and   for  the  purpose  of  proving  that 
the    English   Government    in    Ireland 
was  impossible.     I  can  speak  as  to  my 
own  intentions,  and  I  say,  speaking  for 
myself,  that  I  do  not  believe  there  is 
in  the  House,  or  in  the  country,  a  man, 
who  knows  anything  at  all  about  the 
matter,  who  believes  in  his  heart  the 
truth  of  the  statement.    In  the  autumn 
of  1886  when  the  Bill  of  my  late  leader, 
Mr.  Parnell,  was  rejected,  I  told  the 
House  that    we  would  be  obliged  to 
fall  back  on  the  methods  of  agitation, 
which  alone,  in  the  past,  have  stood 
between  the  Irish  tenantry,  and  which 
have   wrung  from   successive  English 
Governments  large  measures  of  con- 
cession.    The  hon.    Member   opposite 
talks    about    the     grievances   of    the 
Ulster  tenants.     Why,  nobody  knows 
better  than  the  hon.  Member  for  South 
Tyrone  that    there    is    not    a    single 
benefit  gained  by  the  tenants  of  Ulster 
that  has  not  been  won  by  the  sacrifices 
of  the  poor  people  whose  rights  the 
Irish   National    Members    have    been 
.  advocating.     He  and  others  might  talk 
in  this   House  until  their  hair  grew 
.grey,  and  I  doubt  if  they  would  have 
.got  very  much  by  their  talking  or  that 
a  single  one  of  their  grievances  would 
have    been    listened    to,    much    less 
remedied.     Those  very   combinations, 

Mr.  J.  Dillon 


which   are  a  constant  mark  for   the 
denunciations  of   the    hon.   Members 
were,  I  take  leave  to  say,  the  only  root 
and  source  of  every  small  concession 
gained  for  Ireland  ;  and  but  for  these 
very    combinations    the    tenants     of 
Ulster,   in  whom   the    hon.    Member 
opposite  professes  to  be  so  interested, 
would  be  still  groaning  beneath   the 
heel  of  the  landlord  classes.     We  say 
that  never,   in  the    whole  history  of 
civilised  mankind,  has  there  occurred 
so  great  an  alteration  in  the    social 
condition  of  a  country  with  so  little 
bloodshed    and    disturbance    as    that 
which  has  marked  the  change  that  has 
come  over  the  condition  of  the  people 
of  Ireland  during  the  last  ten  years, 
and  which  I  say  was  brought  about  by 
one  of  the  greatest  and,  I  will  add,  one 
of  the  most  beneficial  agitations  that 
is  known    to    history.       There   have 
been    great    combinations    and   great 
breaches  of  the  law,  if  you  will,  but 
look  back  over  the  pages  of  history  and 
point  out  to  me  any  parallel  instance 
where  a  whole  people,  who  were  practi- 
cally in  the  position  of  serfs  in  the  land, 
emancipated  themselves,  or  to  a  great 
extent  emancipated  themselves,  without 
some  breaches  of  the  law.  I  say  there  is 
no  other  country  which  has  achieved  so 
great  results  with  so  little  disturbance, 
bloodshed,  or  breaches  of  the  law ;  and 
because  of  one    great   combination  a  \ 
number  of  poor  men,  no  matter  whether  ;. 
they  belonged  to  the  Plan  of  Campaign  ^ 
or  not — and  the  large  majority  of  these  . 
men,  I  believe,  did  not  belong  to  the  1 
Plan  of  Campaign,  because  there  are  ! 
only  about  1,500  tenants  on  my  book  1 
who  did  take  part  in  the  Plan  of  Cam-  (^ 
paign ;  so    that    the    5,000    or   6,000  £ 
tenants  who  would  take  advantage  of  t 
this  Bill  can  never  have  belonged  to .— 
the  Plan  of  Campaign.    But  whether  Ll 
they  belonged  to  the  Plan  of  Campaign  3 
or  not,  whether  from  lapse  of  time  or  j 
from  one  cause  or  another,  they  have_-I^ 
been  shut  out  from  the  benefits  whiok   ' 
all  the  other  tenantry  of  Ireland  to-day 
enjoy.     I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  they 
enjoy  all  the  benefits  to  which  they  tfi 
justly  entitled,  or  anything  like  it,  wd 
I  hope  something  more  will  be  done  far 
them  before  long ;  but  these  men  far 
whom  we  now  appeal,  and  for  whoee 
benefit  this  Bill  has  been  introduced  to*     5 
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day  to  save  them  from  starvation  and 
pauperism,  have  been  shut  out  from  the 
benefits  which  the  law,  as  altered  now 
by  our  exertions  and  agitation,  confers 
upon  every  tenant  to-day.     And  what 
we  claim  for  these  men  is  not,  as  the 
tan.  Member  falsely  assures  the  House, 
that  these  men  should  be  rewarded  for 
a  breach  of  the  law.  What  we  claim  is, 
{Tactically    speaking,    that     a     great 
amnesty  of  liberty  should  be  extended 
to  these  people  ;  that  the  voice  of  Jus- 
tice, backed  up  by  strong  agitation — 
and  it  is  worthless  without  that — the 
English      Government,    having     been 
compelled  by  these  two  great  forces 
to  admit  that  the  tenantry   and   the 
people  of  Ireland  have  been  subjected 
lor  generations  to  a  cruel  and  shameful 
wrong,  they  should  undo  that  cruel  and 
shameful  wrong  so  far  as  in  them  lies. 
These  poor  tenantry  are  presumably — 
—I  say  presumably,  for  the  burden  of 
proof  lies  on  the  other  side — were  un- 
|  justly     evicted,     because    they    were 
evicted     from    their    holdings    at     a 
time  when  the  law  was  unjust.  There - 
[fare    I    am  entitled  to  say  they  were 
unjustly  evicted.    The  law  was  unjust ; 
you  have  altered  the  law,  and  the  pre- 
emption is  that  before  the  law  was 
[altered  the  landlords  used  their  powers 
<rf  eviction  unjustly.     Our  case,  then, 
is  that  the  tenantry  evicted  during  the 
last   ten  years  probably  were  unjustly 
[-evicted;    and,  in  view    of    the    great 
that  have  been  wrought  and  the 
i  ameliorations  introduced  into  the 
as   affecting  the  position  of    the 
tenants  in  Ireland,  I  say  it  is  not  un- 
liable, but  reasonable  and  just,  that 
tome  great  measure  of  amnesty    and 
healing  should   be  extended  to  these 
tenants  who,   through  the  opposition 
delay  which  the  Irish  Members 
in  carrying  a  measure  of 
jatioe  through  this  House,  have  been 
^ftffown  out  of  their  holdings  and  obliged 
to  starve.     I  have  only  one  word  more 
["%>  say,  and  it   is  this :  over  and  over 
ipin  we  have  warned  this  House  and 
Wned  Governments  of  the  danger  of 
fcriecting  measures  of  this  character, 
tod  in  no  instance  that  I  can  recollect 
We  our  words  of  warning  been  falsi- 
fci     On  the  contrary,   our  position 
toned  out  in   the  main   to   be  true. 
J  ask  the  Government,  and  I  ask  this 


House,  do  they  desire  to  have  social 
peace  in  Ireland?  and  I  ask  them 
do  they  expect  to  have  social  peace  in 
Ireland  while  four  or  five  thousand 
tenants  claim  permission  to  regain 
possession  of  their  farms,  and  four  or 
five  thousand  half-starved  families  are 
watching  those  farms  and  determined 
to  come  back  ?  You  may  think,  or  pre- 
tend to  think,  that  it  is  not  just  that  ** 
these  families  should  get  back  to  their 
holdings  ;  but  the  question  is,  what  do 
the  people  of  Ireland  think  ?  It  is  not 
what  the  Members  of  this  House  think 
that  will  prevail.  What  must  ultimately 
prevail  is  what  the  moral  sentiment  of 
the  people  of  Ireland  thinks.  Though 
our  ranks  may  be  divided,  and  although, 
unhappily,  things  have  occurred  in 
Ireland  which  have  weakened  our 
position  in  that  country,  and  incited 
landlords  to  act  harshly  and  unjustly 
towards  their  tenants,  that  state  of 
things  will  not  last  for  ever ;  and  the 
time  will  come  again  when  the  moral 
sentiment  of  the  people  of  Ireland — 
as  regards  five-sixths  of  the  people — 
will  be  able  to  re-assert  itself  through  a 
unanimous  Party  with  the  same  force 
as  during  the  last  ten  years  that  have 
rolled  by.  It  is  not,  therefore,  what 
this  House  may  say  that  will  ulti- 
mately prevail,  but  what  the  people 
of  Ireland  with  one  united  voice  may 
say  ;  and  the  time  will  come,  be  it 
sooner  or  later,  when  they  will  reinstate 
these  evicted  tenants  in  their  farms. 
*(4.6.)  Colonel  WARING  (Down, 
N.) :  I  do  not  intend  to  follow  the 
hon.  Gentleman  who  has  just  sat 
down  in  what  he  has  said  touching  the 
moral  sentiment  of  the  people  of  Ire- 
land. On  that  question  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man is  an  undoubted  authority,  because 
for  the  last  five  or  six  years  he  has  been 
forming  and  cultivating  that  sentiment 
which  he  is  pleased  to  call  moral.  He 
has  complained  that  the  view  taken  by 
hon.  Members  on  this  side  of  the 
House  has  been  a  narrow  one — that  it 
has  been  confined  to  the  tenants  who 
took  part  in  the  Plan  of  Campaign,  and 
to  these  only.  I  do  not  intend  to  emu- 
late him  in  that  respect,  and  in  the  few 
remarks  that  I  shall  make  I  shall 
endeavour,  as  far  as  possible,  to  break 
fresh  ground.  Now  the  hon.  Member 
who  introduced  this  Bill  told  us  that  it 
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was  a  modest  Bill ;  but  he  also  told  us 
that  it  was  not  a  new  principle.  As  to 
whether  it  is  a  modest  Bill  or  an 
audacious  one  I  think  there  will  be  a 
considerable  division  of  opinion  ;  but  as 
to  whether  it  is  a  new  principle  or  not, 
I  am  perfectly  certain  there  can  be  no 
question  of  this,  because  the  principle 
that  underlies  this  Bill  is  the  same  as 
*  underlay  nine-tenths  of  the  Bill  on  the 
same  subject  which  have  emanated 
from  the  same  quarter.  That  principle 
in  some  cases  was  veiled  confiscation  ; 
in  the  present  one  it  is  confiscation 
absolutely  unveiled  and  unvarnished. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  said  that  there 
were  only  1,500  tenants  on  his  book  as 
evicted  tenants  under  the  Plan  of  Cam- 
paign, or  about  one-third.  How  about 
the  other  two-thirds?  Admitting,  for 
argument's  sake,  that  the  former  were 
arbitrary,  what  evidence  have  we 
that  the  evictions  of  the  other 
two-thirds  were  in  any  way  harsh  or 
unjust  ?  There  were  men  in  possession 
of  the  farms  from  which  these  tenants 
were  evicted  for  breach  of  their  legal 
engagements,  these  men,  now  in  occu- 
pation, for  many  years — some  ten 
or  twelve  years — have  been  culti- 
vating these  holdings,  putting  them  in 
order,  making  up  for  the  loss  of  time, 
want  of  energy  and  application, 
which  caused  the  failure  of  the 
previous  tenants;  and  they  are  by  a 
process,  which  is  euphemistically  called 
a  vested  order,  to  be  chucked  out  upon 
the  road,  and  have  all  their  improve- 
ments confiscated  without  the  slightest 
compensation.  But  there  are  other  in- 
stances. Of  course,  a  landlord  is  not 
to  expect  any  possible  mercy  from  hon. 
Members  opposite.  ("  Oh,  oh.")  Well, 
is  he? 

Mr.  SEXTON  :  Certainly. 

Colonel  WAKING :  When  is  he  to 
have  mercy  ? 

Mb.  SEXTON  :  When  he  deserves  it. 

Colonel  WAKING  :  When  he 
deserves  it  ?  Well,  take  the  instance 
of  a  landlord  who  has  been  obliged  to 
evict  a  tenant  who  is  hopelessly  in- 
solvent and  idle,  and  suppose  he  takes 
that  farm  into  his  own  hands,  culti- 
vates the  farm,  puts  it  in  order,  repairs 
the  buildings,  erects  a  new  one,  and  is 
making  a  profit  out  of  that  farm — is 
he  to  be  evicted  by  a  vested  order? 

Colonel  Waring 


Are  his  improvements  to  be  confiscated 
without  any  return  ?  We  are  told  that 
if  he  pulls  the  house  down,  if  he  clears, 
off  a  mud  cottage,  he  has  to  pay 
for  it,  and  I  presume  if  he  built  an 
additional  house  and  put  it  in  order  for 
a  man  to  live  in,  he  would  be  turned 
out  of  that  without  mercy  or  one 
farthing's  compensation.  I  will  give 
an  instance  of  that ;  I  shall  not  enter 
into  particulars ;  I  shall  simply  say  that 
I  myself  have  got  a  farm  of  the  kind* 
out  of  which  I  am  able  to  make  more  than 
double  the  rent  I  was  ever  paid  for  it  ; 
and  I  do  not  think  that  it  would  re- 
commend itself  to  the  justice  of  English 
Members  that  I  should  be  turned  oat 
of  that  farm. 

Mr.  DILLON  :  Where  is  the 
tenant  ? 

Colonel  WARING  :  Gone  to 
America.  I  heard  the  other  day  he 
had  come  back  again,  and  I  believe  he. 
is  doing  very  well. 

Dr.  KENNY :  How  much  was  he 
rack-rented  ? 

Colonel    WABING:    He  was  so 
rack-rented  that  I  am  making  double 
the  rent  of  the  farm  that  he  promised 
to  pay  me,  but  never  did  pay  me.    But 
suppose  another  case.     Suppose  I  let  a 
farm  from  whichlsome  other  people  have 
been  evicted  to  an  improving  tenant, 
what  are  you  to  do  with  thai  man  ? 
We  have  great  sympathy  for  a  man  who 
has    brought    eviction    upon    himself. 
Here  is  a  man  who  acts  under  the  law, 
has  not  in  any  way  transgressed  the 
orders  of  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite,  who  ' 
simply  takes  a  farm  in  open  market 
on   the  faith    that    the    law    of    the 
land    under    which    he    has      lived 
will    be    maintained.      Are    you    to 
say  to  him  because,  in  other  parts  of 
Ireland,  there  has  been  a  collision  of 
interests  and  some  of  our  friends  have 
gone    to    the    wall,    you    are   to  be 
turned  out  of  your  home  and  have  all 
your  improvements  for  the  last  fifteen    . 
years  confiscated  ?    We  were  told  that: 
a  precedent   was  made  for  this  Bill 
under  the  Act  passed  .last  year  for 
breaking  perpetuity  leases.    But  under 
that  Act  nobody  could  be  evicted,  and 
consequently  the  result  was  that  no 
such  injustice  could  possibly  take  place* 
We  are  told  that  this  Bill  is  intended 
for  peace,  but  I  fail  to  see  where  the; 
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is.  There  was  war,  was  disturb- 
ance certainly,  in  Ireland ;  but,  so  far 
as  I  can  judge,  the  only  war  that  is 
going  on  in  Ireland  now  is  between 
Eon.  Members  opposite  themselves.  We 
were  told  by  the  hon.  Member  who 
brought  in  this  Bill  that  we  should  have 
universal  compulsion  by  way  of  getting 
rid  of  rent  altogether.  Where  are  hon. 
Members  going  to  get  the  money  to 
carry  out  this  compulsory  purchase? 
Hon.  Members  opposite  know  that  they 
have  strained  their  own  consciences  to 
the  uttermost  in  voting  33  millions  last 
year.  Call  it  by  its  proper  name — not 
compulsion,  but  confiscation — at  once. 
I  can  read  no  other  meaning  in  this 
Bill  but  an  absolute  confiscation.  The 
real  object  of  the  Bill  is  not  the  rein- 
statement of  the  evicted  tenants,  but 
the  destruction  of  the  class  to  which  I 
belong,  and  the  throwing  out  of  em- 
ployment of  the  labourers  and  artisans 
who  depend  on  it  find  support  it  against 
their  machinations. 

(4.50.)  Mr.  SEXTON  (Belfast,  W.) : 
The  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  who 
has  just  sat  down  was  pleased  to  refer 
to  what  he  calls  the  war  among  the 
Irish  Members.     I  venture  to  say  that 
he  has  dignified  it  by  too  military  a 
term.     At    any  rate,  I  think  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Gentleman  will  find  out  in 
the  long  run  that  they  are  able  to  settle 
their  disputes  among  themselves  with- 
out any  assistance  from  the  hon.  and 
gallant    Gentleman    or     his    friends. 
The  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman,  in  my 
experience,  rarely    says    anything    of 
light  and  leading  in  a  matter  of  large 
•oope.    The  hon.   and  gallant  Gentle- 
man is  too  reminiscent.     He  ventured 
to  sneer  at  my  hon.  Friend  the  Mem- 
ber for  Mayo  because  of  what  he  called 
his  occupation.     The  particular  occu- 
pation in  which  my  hon.   Friend  has 
been    engaged  for  many  years  of  his 
Bfe,  and  in  pursuit  of   which   he   has 
uncomplainingly    suffered    the  loss  of 
Kberty  many  times  in  the  course  of  the 
Ittt  raw  years,  has  been  an  attempt — 
the  noblest  that  any  Irishman  could 
Bake — an  attempt  to  render  Ireland  a 
tolerable  dwelling-place  for  the  people, 
•n  attempt  to  save  the  mass  of  the 
Irish  people  from  oppression,  and  it  ill 
Beg  in  the  mouth  of  the    hon.   and 
grilant  Gentleman    to    sneer    at    the 
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occupation  of  my  hon.  Friend,  because 
the  gallant  Gentleman  belongs  to  a 
class  of  men  who  have  more  grossly  and 
shamefully  abused  their  powers  than 
any  class  of  men  of  whom  mention  is 
made  in  the  history  of  the  world,  and 
who,  as  is  proved  by  the  records  of  the 
Queen's  Courts  in  Ireland,  have  made 
themselves  the  curse  of  Ireland  and  the 
disgrace  of  the  Empire.  The  gallant 
Gentleman  asks,  is  a  landlord  to  expect 
no  mercy  ?  If  political  justice  were  to 
be  meted  out  to  these  Irish  land- 
lords, they  need  expect  no  mercy — 
they  deserve  none.  But  we,  the 
most  extreme  advocates  of  the 
Irish  tenants,  are  disposed  to  be 
more  lenient  to  them,  and  from  begin- 
ning to  end  of  this  Bill  there  is  no  pro- 
posal which  denies  justice  or  mercy. to 
the  Irish  landlord  ;  because  there  is  no 
proposal  in  the  Bill  to  commit  his 
financial  interests  to  any  other  than 
his  own  friends.  Every  proposal  in 
this  Bill  refers  the  rent  to  be  paid  to 
the  landlord,  or  the  value  of  his  inte- 
rest, in  case  of  purchase,  to  a  Commis- 
sion composed  of  landlords  and  their 
friends  ;  and  does  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Gentleman  seriously  contend  that  a 
question  referred  to  Mr.  Wrench,  Mr. 
Lynch,  and  Mr.  Justice  Bewley  is 
likely  to  be  determined  against  the 
interests  of  the  landlord  ?  The  gallant 
Gentleman  asks  what  compensation  a 
landlord  is  to  have  for  improvements. 
Well,  the  Bill  provides  that  the  Land 
Commission  shall  fix  the  price  if  the 
landlord  and  tenant  cannot  agree  ;  and 
if  they  were  to  sell  that  farm  as  it  suited 
themselves,  in  that  case  any  improve- 
ments which  the  gallant  Gentleman — 
entirely  against  the  rule  of  his  class  in 
Ireland — has  made,  of  course  would  be 
valued  and  included  in  the  purchase- 
money.  It  is  much  to  be  regretted 
that  on  a  great  question  of 
State  policy  of  this  kind,  which  has 
been  the  subject  of  angry  strife 
between  Parties  in  this  House,  it  is  so 
difficult  to  introduce  anything  like  a 
spirit  of  calm  and  impartial  statesman- 
ship, and  that  there  is  so  fatal  a 
tendency  to  look  at  the  subject  from 
the  point  of  view  of  the  landlord.  The 
Government,  in  this  case,  I  fear,  are 
ill-inclined,  and  certainly  they  have  a 
bad  adviser.     The  evil  genius  in  this 
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case  is  the  hon.  Member  for  South 
Tyrone.  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  I 
believe  the  hon.  Gentleman  has  what  I 
may  call  a  vested  interest  in  the  per- 
petuation of  ill-will.  He  has  spoken 
to-day  of  funds,  and  has  suggested  that 
they  were  misappropriated.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  seems  to  be  sorry  that 
there  is  a  fund  for  the  evicted  tenants. 
He  seems  to  be  sorry  that  there  is  any 
hope  that  during  this 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL :  I  said  that 
there  were  funds,  and  that  all  that  I 
was  sorry  for  was  that  they  were  not 
applied  for  the  purpose,  but  for  general 
purposes. 

Mr.  SEXTON:  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man, by  way  of  explanation,  has  made 
his  position  no  better.  The  purposes 
of  the  National  funds  were  stated  with 
undeniable  clearness  and  fulness  by 
the  Convention  that  was  held  in 
Ireland.  These  purposes  were  accepted, 
and  are  accepted,  by  the  Irish  people, 
and  the  main  purpose  to  which  the 
greater  part  of  these  funds  has  been 
applied  is  to  the  aid  of  these  tenants. 
What  right  has  the  hon.  Gentleman  to 
speak  of  funds  ?  Has  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man himself  had  no  connection  with 
funds  ?  He  has  been  connected  with  the 
fund  for  the  squatters  in  Ireland,  which 
was  collected  in  England.  He  made 
himself  cashier  and  treasurer  of  that, 
and  he  has  published  no  audit  of  it  to 
show  how  it  has  been  applied.  He 
blames  us  for  encouraging  hope  in  the 
breasts  of  the  evicted  tenants.  What 
right  has  he,  by  means  of  this  fund, 
to  implant  in  the  bosom  of  these 
squatters 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL :  I  never  got 
a  penny  of  it. 

Mr.  SEXTON  :  Surely  he  has.  Evi- 
dence was  given  before  the  Courts  in 
Ireland,  and  it  was  sworn  that  he  gave 
£100  to  one  tenant. 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL:  TheTipperary 
fund  was  a  fund  got  up  in  relief  of 
boycotting.  The  fund  which  the  hon. 
Member  is  referring  to  is  a  fund  for  the 
derelict  land ;  the  fund  for  Tipperary 
has  been  dispensed  there  ;  it  has  been 
audited,  and  those  who  subscribed  to  it 
have  got  information  of  what  was  done 
with  it. 

Mr.  SEXTON  :  If  the  hon.  Member 
could  produce  the  audit  hon.  Members 

Mr.  Sexton 


would  be  better  able  to  follow  t 
distinction,  which  is  not  observable 
this  Debate.  When  the  hon.  Gent 
man  makes  himself  cashier  of  a  raj 
collected  in  England,  and  has  had  i 
audit  to  show  how  it  has  been  dispose 
of,  especially  when  he  makes  huns< 
trustee  for  these  squatters — when  tl 
hon.  Gentleman  is  in  a  fiduciary  pot 
tion  with  regard  to  this  fond — I  nave 
good  a  right  to  say  of  him,  as  he  has 
say  of  us  with  regard  to  the  Plan 
Campaign  tenants,  that  he  has  enter* 
into  a  conspiracy  in  which  the  oth 
parties  are  these  poor  squatters ;  and 
am  entitled  to  assume,  and  I  do  assun 
that  this  hon.  Gentleman  has  enter 
into  obligations  and  incurred  righ 
according  to  which  he  stands  discharc 
from  the  functions  of  a  Member  dt  tl 
House. 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL :  I  have  n< 
Sir. 

Mr.  SEXTON :  The  hon.  Memb 
has  been  cited  again  and  again  in  th 
House — and  it  has  not  been  denied — i 
the  squatter's  friend. 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL :   I  again  s 
that  with  these  planters  I  have  had 
relations  whatever. 

Mr.  SEXTON :  I  again  say  that 
the  persons  connected  with  this  fui 
had  published  an  audit  of  it,  th 
would  be  in  a  better  position.  U 
hon.  Gentleman  has  acted  as  inte 
mediary,  in  some  sense,  between  the 
who  contributed  these  funds  in  Englai 
and  those  who  received  them 
Ireland.  I  think  it  would  have  be< 
more  judicious  of  the  hon.  Gentleman 
— instead  of  planning  illwill  in  Irelan 
and  setting  up  a  title  to  these  evict* 
farms,  which  is  incompatible  wi) 
social  interests — if  he  applied  himsc 
to  aid  in  the  application  lor  the  healii 
policy  cited  to-day.  I  say  the  hoi 
Gentleman  is  a  bad  adviser,  and  tl 
evil  genius  in  this  case.  I  fear  I  mu 
add  that  the  Government  themaefo 
are  ill-inclined.  A  heavy  responsibilit 
lies  upon  them.  They  were  warned,  i 
1886— the  year  for  entering  into  pete 
— of  the  gravity  of  the  case  in  Ik 
land;  they  were  warned  by  tfc 
men  best  qualified  to  warn  then 
They  did  not  deny  that  there  was. 
case  for  legislation  ;  they  said  the  jod 
cial  rents  were  sacred  and  could  not  I 
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House  use  its  power  to  relieve  those 
persons  to  the  detriment  of  the  law- 
abiding  tenants  of  Ireland?  If  this 
Hooae  were  to  divide,  not  upon  the 
question  of  the  poetic  justice  which 
bob.  Members  opposite  desire  to  mete 
out  to  landlords,  out  on  the  compara- 
tive merits  of  the  tenants  of  Ulster  and 
the  tenants  which  the  hon.  Members 
have  misguided,  there  would  be  very 
little  doubt  about  the  vote  the  House 
*  would  give  this  afternoon. 

(4.52.)  Mb.  J.  REDMOND  (Water- 
tod):  Sir,  the  speech  to  which  we 
have  just  listened,  might  [have  been 
made  by  any  hon.  Gentleman  who  had 
not  heard  one  single  word  of  the  Debate 
ipon  this  Bill.  The  speech  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Mid  Armagh  might  have 
been  made  at  any  time  during  the  last 
few  years.  Every  word  said  was 
equally  true  before  Clause  13  was 
passed  last  year.  What  is  our  posi- 
tion ?  The  Government,  at  the  instance 
cf  the  hon.  Members  for  Sputh  Tyrone 
and  West  Belfast,  Mr.  Paraell  and 
others,  passed  into  law  a  clause  which 
ieoognised  that  there  was  a  state  of 
things  existing  in  Ireland  with  reference 
to  evicted  tenants  which  demanded 
legislation.  The  present  First  Lord  of 
die  Treasury  put  that  clause  in  his  Land 
Bill  believing  that  the  grievance  existed, 
and  that  the  clause  would  bring  peace 
to  Ireland.  The  clause  has  failed 
from  the  inherent  defects  which  we 
have  pointed  out ;  and  in  this  Bill  we 
propose  to  apply  the  principles  of  the 

Bedemption  of  Bent  Act  of  last  year. 

fir,  that  is  not  an  original  suggestion. 

It  is  a  suggestion  that  was  made  as 

long  ago  as  the  5th  June,  1891,  by  the 

hteJlr.  Parnell.  He  put  down  a  specific 

tlsuse  against  the  Bill  of  last  year,  but 

the  clause  was,  for  some  reason  or  other, 

-mfed  out  of    order.    A  question  was 

addressed  by  the  late  Mr.  Parnell  to 

the  present  Leader  of,  the  House  as  to 

whether  it  would  not  be  possible  to 

inehide  in  the  Bill  dealing  with  long 

Jeueholders  a  clause  for  the  restoration 

of  evicted  tenants ;  and  on  the  4th  June 

last,  year  the  right   hon.  Gentleman 


admitted  the  importance  of  such  a 
clause,  which  he  said  would  assist  the 
landlords,  and  would  be  welcomed  by 
the  Government.  The  Member  for 
South  Tyrone  said  to-day  that  the  chief 
reason  why  he  thought  the  clause 
would  not  be  operative  was  that  the 
Land  Commission  would  not  sanction 
the  transaction.  He  never  said  any- 
thing like  that  last  year.  He  dealt 
with  an  objection  which  has  been  found 
fatal — and  it  is  this,  that  the  landlords 
will  obstruct  its  working.  The  hon. 
Member  said — 

"The  objection  is  not  a  practical  one, 
because  the  landlords  would  be  as  anxious  to 
come  to  terms  as  the  tenants." 

But,  Sir,  this  clause  has  failed,  because 
the  hon.  Member  for  South  Tyrone 
was  entirely  wrong  in  his  estimate  of 
the  landlords.  The  hon.  Member  said 
he  knew  one  landlord  who  had  refused 
to  act  under  Clause  13.  I  said  I  knew 
300.  I  spoke  by  the  card ;  I  had  their 
names  in  my  pocket.  There  was  es- 
tablished in  Cork  an  Evicted  Tenants' 
Union,  which  was  independent  of  any 
political  Party,  and  in  no  way  connected 
with  the  Plan  of  Campaign  estates. 
It  was  an  organisation  called  into  being 
for  the  purpose  of  endeavouring  to  get 
a  large  number  of  the  tenants  evicted 
in  recent  years  back  into  their  homes. 
Last  September  this  Association  issued 
a  circular  to  all  the  landlords  in  the 
neighbourhood  from  whose  estates 
tenants  had  been  evicted.  The 
circular  was  sent  out  broadcast  to 
all  the  landlords  who  had  evicted  their 
tenants  in  the  neighbourhood ;  but  out 
of  the  whole  number  there  was  only 
one  case  in  which  a  settlement  was. 
brought  about,  every  other  case  having 
been  obstructed  by  the  refusal  of  the 
landlord  either  to  take  notice  of  the 
circular  at  all,  or  to  enter  into  negotia- 
tions. I  submit  that  this  establishes 
the  point  I  have  risen  to  make — namely, 
that  this  clause  has  failed  owing  to  the 
fact  that  the  landlords  obstructed  the 
working  of  Clause  13  of  the  Act  of  last 
year.  It  has  expired,  and  the  first 
clause  of  our  Bill  proposes  that  the 
time  for  its  operation  should  be  ex- 
tended. The  hon.  Member  for  Tyrone 
is  in  favour  of  extending  the  time ;  but 
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suaded  the  House  to  discriminate 
between  tenants  evicted  under  the  Plan 
of  Campaign  as  against  tenants  who 
have  fulfilled  their  lawful  obligations. 
The  Plan  of  Campaign  tenants 
may  be  taken  as  of  one  type, 
the  Ulster  tenants  as  another;  and 
whilst  the  tenants  of  Ulster  anxiously 
wished  for  compulsory  powers  of  land 
purchase— which  for  weighty  reasons 
of  State  this  House  refused — it  is 
seriously  proposed  by  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man that  we  should  give  to  the  Plan  of 
Campaign  tenants  that  advantage  that 
we  refused  to  others.  Not  only  that ; 
not  only  would  the  hon.  Member  give 
these  tenants  the  right  of   compulsory 

Eurchase,  but  he  would  give  it  to  them 
ecause  of  their  own  mis-doings.  Sir, 
Of  all  the  ways  of  promoting  social 
order,  I  consider  the  last  we  should 
adopt  would  be  the  placing  of  a 
premium  upon  lawlessness  and  a 
penalty  upon  the  splendid  fulfilment  of 
duty  by  private  citizens.  Sir,  it  is 
complained  that  in  these  Debates  we 
traverse  well-worn  ground ;  but  we 
have  either  to  meet  ancient  arguments 
or  allow  the  case  against  us  to  go  by 
default.  The  hon.  Member  for  West 
Belfast,  following  the  hon.  Member  for 
East  Mayo,  stated  it  as  a  matter 
which  admitted  of  no  doubt  that 
if  Mr.  Parnell's  Arrears  Bill  of  1886 
had  been  accepted  by  this  House  there 
would  have  been  no  Plan  of  Campaign. 
The  answer  to  that  has  been  repeated 
ad  nauseum — namely,  that  Mr.  Parnell's 
Bill  would  not  have  affected  those 
tenants  who  did  not  pay  their  rents  in 
1876.  The  Bill  of  1887  gave  them 
what  they  had  a  right  to  receive. 
Another  point  is  that  Mr.  Parnell's 
Bill  only  dealt  with  judicial  tenants, 
and  that  the  tenants  affected  by  the 
Plan  of  Campaign  were  not  judicial 
tenants.  On  the  Ponsonby  estate,  for 
example,  and  it  will  be  universally 
admitted  to  be  a  typical  estate — out 
6f  250  tenants  the  number  of  judicial 
tenants  was  only  27.  Therefore,  Sir,  I 
say  that  90  per  cent,  of  the  tenantry 
would  have  been  excluded  from  the 
benefit  even  under  Mr.  Parnell's  Bill. 
That  being  so,  I  think  my  hon.  and 
learned  Friend  the  Member  for  Mid 
Armagh  gave  an  explanation  and 
mentioned  the  sufficient  cause  giving 

Mr.  George  Wyndhami 


rise  to  the  Plan  of  Campaign. 
The  reasons  given  by  hon.  Members 
opposite  are  altogether  inadequate,  but 
if  reference  be  made  to  the  outside 
speeches  made  by  hon.  Members  in  the 
past,  I  venture  to  think  the  true  origin 
will  be  found.  My  hon.  Friend  quoted 
from  a  speech  said  to  have  been  made 
by  the  Member  for  Waterford  at  the 
Chicago  Convention.  I  have  also  seen 
in  the  Enniscorthy  Guardian  of  Novem- 
ber, 1886,  a  speech  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Waterford,  and  this  is  what  he  is 
reported  to  have  said : — 

"  Home  Rule  was  defeated  at  the  last  ejec- 
tion, and  I  say,  advisedly,  in  the  face  of  the 
defeat,  that  if  the  Tories  had  been  able  to 
govern  Ireland  by  the  ordinary  law  the  oaose 
of  Home  Rule  would  be  thrown  back  for  a 
generation." 

When  the  Home  Rule  Bill  was  intro- 
duced by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Midlothian,  he  rested  his 
case  upon  the  social  condition  of  Ire- 
land, saying  that  there  were  only  two 
alternatives — we  must  either  yield  to 
the  demands  of  the  Irish  Bepreaenta- 
tives,  or  go  in  for  a  system  of  coercion 
such  as  was  never  mown  before.    Tb 
make  that  good,  the  Home  Bole  Bill 
not  having  passed,  it  was  obligatory 
upon  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  to  force 
upon  us  a  policy  of  coercion.  >  That  was.' 
the  simple  explanation,  and  not  the  re- 
jection of  the  Bill  of  Mr.  Parnell,  which 
could  not  have  affected  the  object  it 
was  intended  to  serve.    Sir,  we  have 
all  heard  of  an  original  mode  of  war- 
fare— namely,  wounding  the  soldiers  on 
their  own  side  in  order  to  excite  the 
compassion  of  the  enemy.    When  the 
compassion  of  their  opponents  had  been 
excited,  steps  were  taken  to  relieve  tto 
victims  of  the  Plan  of  Campaign.    On 
behalf   of  the   victims   in  Tipperary, 
appeals    were    made    in    the   From 
They  denounced  the  Plan  of  Campaign, 
and  appealed  for  alms  to  relieve  thsnv 
A  letter  appeared  in  the  Irish  Tim* 
in    which    a   woman    named    EH* 
O'Connor  stated  that  she  had  apptiai 
to  Father  Humphreys  for  assifltanoft, 
and  that  the  reply  of  Father  Humnhnfl* 
was  that   he  would  not  degrade  tat 
noble  warfare  against  Smith-Barry  tvi 
landlordism   by  estabUshing  a  systasi 
of  outdoor  relief.  If  Father  Humphrey 
would  not  do  that,  why  should  thk 
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House  use  Its  power  to  relieve  those 
persons  to  the  detriment  of  the  law- 
abiding  tenants  of  Ireland  ?  If  this 
House  were  to  divide,  not  upon  the 
Question  of  the  poetic  justice  which 
ban.  Members  opposite  desire  to  mete 
oat  to  landlords,  bat  on  the  compara- 
tive merits  of  the  tenants  of  Ulster  and 
the  tenants  which  the  hon.  Members 
have  misguided,  there  would  be  very 
little  doubt  about  the  vote  the  House 
'  would  give  this  afternoon. 

(4.53.)  Mr.  J.  REDMOND  (Water- 
bad):  Sir,  the  speech    to    which    we 
have    just    listened,  might  jhave  been 
made  by  any  hon.  Gentleman  who  had 
sot  heard  one  single  word  of  the  Debate 
upon  this  Bill.     The  speech  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Mid  Armagh  might  have 
been  made  at  any  time  during  the  last 
few  years.        Every   word    said    was 
equally   true    before    Clause    13    was 
ed  last  year.     What  is  our  posi- 
tion V  The  Government,  at  the  instance 
«f  the  hon.  Members  for  South  Tyrone 
and   West    Belfast,  Mr.   Paraell  and 
ethers,  passed  into  law  a  clause  which 
recognised  that  there  was  a  state  of 
things  existing  in  Ireland  with  reference 
to    evicted  tenants  which   demanded 
legislation.     The  present  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury  put  that  clause  in  his  Land 
BUI  believing  that  the  grievance  existed, 
and  that  the  clause  would  bring  peace 
to  Ireland.     The   clause   has   failed 
from   the  inherent  defects  which  we 
have  pointed  out ;  and  in  this  Bill  we 
propose  to  apply  the  principles  of  the 
Bedemption  of  Bent  Act  of  last  year. 
Sr,  that  is  not  an  original  suggestion. 
It  is  a  suggestion  that  was  made  as 
bag  ago  as  the  5th  June,  1891,  by  the 
kteMr.  Farnell.  He  put  down  a  specific 
■suae  against  the  Bui  of  last  year,  but 
to  clause  was,  for  some  reason  or  other, 
>ded  out  of    order.     A  question  was 
aUressed  by  the  late  Mr.  Paraell  to 
to  present  Leader  of,  the  House  as  to 
■father  it  would  not  be  possible  to 
hdude  in  the  Bill  dealing  with  long 
tosah  alders  a  clause  for  the  restoration 
of  evicted  tenants ;  and  on  the  4th  June 
hat  year  the  right    hon.   Gentleman 


admitted  the  importance  of  such  a 
clause,  which  he  said  would  assist  the 
landlords,  and  would  be  welcomed  by 
the  Government.  The  Member  for 
South  Tyrone  said  to-day  that  the  chief 
reason  why  he  thought  the  clause 
would  not  be  operative  was  that  the 
Land  Commission  would  not  sanction 
the  transaction.  He  never  said  any- 
thing like  that  last  year.  He  dealt 
with  an  objection  which  has  been  found 
fatal — and  it  is  this,  that  the  landlords 
will  obstruct  its  working.  The  hon. 
Member  said — 

"The  objection  is  not  «  pmcticul  one, 
because  the  landlords  would  be  as  anxious  to 
oome  to  tonus  ma  the  tenanta." 

But,  Sir,  this  clause  has  failed,  because 
the  hon.  Member  for  South  Tyrone 
was  entirely  wrong  in  his  estimate  of 
the  landlords.  The  hon.  Member  said 
he  knew  one  landlord  who  had  refused 
to  act  under  Clause  13.  I  said  I  knew 
300.  I  spoke  by  the  card ;  I  had  their 
names  in  my  pocket.  There  was  es- 
tablished in  Cork  an  Evicted  Tenants' 
Union,  which  was  independent  of  any 
political  Party,  and  in  no  way  oonneotea 
with  the  Plan  of  Campaign  estates. 
It  was  an  organisation  called  into  being 
for  the  purpose  of  endeavouring  to  get 
a  large  number  of  the  tenants  evicted 
in  recent  years  back  into  their  homes. 
Last  September  this  Association  issued 
a  circular  to  all  the  landlords  in  the 
neighbourhood  from  whose  estates 
tenants  had  been  evioted.  The 
circular  was  sent  out  broadcast  to 
all  the  landlords  who  had  evioted  their 
tenants  in  the  neighbourhood ;  but  out 
of  the  whole  number  there  was  only 
one  case  in  which  a  settlement  was 
brought  about,  every  other  case  having 
been  obstructed  by  the  refusal  of  the 
landlord  either  to  take  notice  of  the 
circular  at  all,  or  to  enter  into  negotia- 
tions. I  submit  that  this  establishes 
the  point  I  have  risen  to  make — namely, 
that  this  clause  has  failed  owing  to  the 
fact  that  the  landlords  obstructed  the 
working  of  Clause  13  of  the  Act  of  last 
year.  It  has  expired,  and  the  first 
clause  of  our  Bill  proposes  that  the 
time  for  its  operation  should  be  ex- 
tended. The  hon.  Member  for  Tyrone 
is  in  favour  of  extending  the  time ;  but 
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let  him  and  those  who  think  with  him 
be  logical,  and  if  they  think  it  is  a  good 
clause,  let  them  agree  to  amend  it  so  as 
to  make  it  workable.  The  only  Amend- 
ment which  can  do  so  is  one  which 
will  apply  compulsion  in  those  cases 
where  the  landlords  stand  on  their 
strict  rights,  and  refuse  to  make  terms 
with  their  tenants.  Here  is  a  clear  and 
definite  point  at  issue.  You  passed 
that  clause,  admitting  it  to  be  import- 
ant; it  has  been  inoperative,  and  we 
ask  you  to  remove  the  defect  which  has 
been  discovered  in  it,  and  enact  it  in 
such  a  form  that  it  will  work.  If  you 
do  so,  we  may  hope  in  the  near  future 
that  in  Ireland  peace  will  be  re-estab- 
lished on  those  estates,  and  the  result 
will  be  to  smooth  the  path  of  Govern- 
ment in  Ireland,  and  hasten  the  arrival 
of  the  day  when  we  may  see  the 
tenantry  of  Ireland  contented  and 
peaceful  in  their  homes. 

*(5.6.)  The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL 
fob  IRERAND  (Mr.  Madden,  Dublin 
University) :  I  had  hoped  this  Debate 

would  not  have  closed  without  some 
expression  of  opinion,  from  some  occu- 
pant of  the  front  Opposition  Bench,  on 
the  measure  now  before  this  House. 

Mb.  JOHN  MORLEY:  The  right 
lion.  Member  for  Bradford  has  spoken. 

-Mb.  MADDEN :  I  am  aware  of 
that,  but  what  I  complain  of  is 
that  the  right  hon.  Member  for  Brad- 
ford, when  he  spoke,  gave  the  House 
no  expression  of  opinion  upon  the 
merits  of  the  Bill. 

Mb.  SHAW  LEFEVRE  :  I  spoke  on 
the  Second  Reading  of  the  Bill,  and  I 
said  matters  of  detail  could  be  dealt 
with  afterwards, 

♦Mb.  MADDEN :  That  is  precisely 
the  point  of  my  complaint.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  said  he  would  vote  for 
the  Second  Reading  of  the  Bill,  be- 
cause the  only  principle  it  established 
was,  at  all  events,  that  some  new  step 
should  be  taken  to  settle  this  question. 
Is  the  right  hon.  Member  aware  of  the 
principles  contained  in  this  Bill,  and 
which  would  be  affirmed  by  voting  for 
its  Second  Reading  ?  It  establishes,  in 
the  first  place,  the  principle  of  compul- 
sory sale  in  favour  of  one  class  of  tenants 

Mr.  J.  Redmond 


only.      I  admit  that  the  question  of 
compulsory  sale  may  fairly  be  discussed 
on  its  merits  with  reference   to  the 
tenantry  of  Ireland  as  a  whole;  but 
when  it  is  brought  forward,  let  this  be 
done  with  an  appreciation  of  its  full 
consequences,  and  with  some  practi- 
cal suggestion  as  to  the  source  from 
which    the    necessary    money    is    to 
come.      But    the    objections  to    the 
Bill    are    far     greater     and    deeper 
than    that.    It    not    only  establishes 
compulsory  sale,  but  its  essence  is  that 
that  principle  should  only  be  called 
into  operation  in  aid  of  evicted  tenants. 
The  4th  clause  of  the  Bill  is  one  of 
the  most  remarkable  ever  submitted  to 
the    consideration  of    any  Legislative 
Assembly.      It  provides  that  after  the 
lapse  of  any  number  of  years,  even  if 
the  evicted  tenant  is  dead,  he  or  his  re- 
presentative may  come  to  the  Court 
and    simply    say — "I,  or    the    man 
I  represent,  was  evicted,  and  therefore 
I  have  a  right  to  the  land,  and  ask 
to  be  put  in  possession  of  it."   The  Bill 
draws  no  distinction  between  just  and 
unjust  evictions,  and  the  mere  foot  of 
eviction  is  a  test  of  the  man's  right  to 
repossession.     And   that   is   not    all. 
The  landlord  may  have  let  the  land. 
and  the  occupying  tenant  mav  have 
been  for  years  m  possession  of  it ;  yet 
there  is  no  recognition  of  his  right,  and 
he  is  to  be  hustled  out  of  possession, 
and  if  he  does  not  go  he  is  to  be  sent 
to  gaol.    In  the  4tn  clause,  what  is 
called  a  vesting  order  is  to  be  made  in 
favour  of  the  evicted  tenant,  and  that 
may  be  put  in  force  by  attachment 
against    anybody.      When    the    hen. 
Member  for  Tyrone  pointed  out  that 
this    would  apply    even    if   the   sub- 
stituted   tenant    had   purchased    ha 
holding  under  the  Land  Purchase  Acta* 
hon.    Members    opposite   seemed   to 
be  somewhat  startled  by  it,  and  they 
said,  "  Oh,  no  I   If  the  new  tenant  fan 
bought    he    will   not   be   disturbed." 
In  this  they  were  mistaken*  The  Mbbi* 
ber  for  the  North  Division  of  DiAEb 
said  that  the  clause    might  be   h- 
correctly   framed,   but    for   the  pv- 
pose  of  its  framers  it  could  not  wH 
been  better  drawn*  Bat  what  I  osa** 
understand  is  why  hon.  if  embers  CH* 
site   should   admit    the   injustice  <* 
disturbing  the  new    teiant  who  fa* 
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bought  under  the  Purchase  Acts,  while 
there  is  no  hardship  in  turning  adrift 
the   tenant  who  has    not  purchased, 
dfthoogh  he  may  have  been  for  years  in 
oooopation,  and  may  have  invested  his 
fltpifitlinthe  improvementof  hisholding. 
This  isa  short  outline  of  the  Bill,  and  I  do 
not  wonder  that  on  the  opposite  side 
the  discussion  should  have  wandered 
somewhat  for  from  its  provisions.     At 
the  same   time,  I  think  the    evicted 
tenants    in    Ireland    will    derive    but 
ooti  comfort  from    a    study   of    this 
Debate,      and     from     the     attitude 
of    the     Front     Opposition     Bench. 
The  right  hon.  Member  for  Bradford 
teDs  us  that  he  votes  for  the  Second 
fymAing  simply  because  he  thinks  some 
new  steps  should  be  taken.    The  hon. 
Member  for  Waterf ord  speaks  of  this  pro- 
posal as  if  it  were  a  sort  of  continuation 
and  practical  application  of  the  policy 
of  the  Government,  as  embodied  in  the 
Land  Purchase  Bill  of  last  year,  and  he 
referred  to  a  statement  of  my  right  hon. 
Friend  the  Chief  Secretary,  that  it  is 
desirable,  by  a  legitimate  arrangement 
between  parties,  that  these   disputes 
should     be     brought     to     an     end. 
Everybody  must   re-echo    that   senti- 
ment,   and    that    is    the    underlying 
principle  of  the  13th  clause  of  the  Act 
of    last    year.      It   does  no   injustice 
to    any    person,  and  does  not  touch 
any  tenant  occupying  a  holding.     But 
this  measure  is  founded  in  injustice, 
both  to  landlords  and  outgoing  tenants, 
wbile  it  proposes  a  partial  law  in  favour 
of  the  class  of  tenants  in  Ireland  which 
least  deserves  the  consideration  of  the 
House. 

(5.20.)  Sib  G.  TREVELYAN 
(Glasgow,  Bridgeton) :  I  am  much 
obliged  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
for  leaving  me  time,  before  the  Division, 
to  answer  his  questions.  From  this 
Bench  we  support  this  Bill  for  the 
reasons  that  we  gave  last  Session  for 
supporting,  first,  the  13th  clause  of  the 
Purchase  Bill,  and  afterwards  the 
Amendments  that  were  moved  to  that 
obtuse  by  Gentlemen  below  the  Gang- 
Way.  This  Bill  embodies  those  Amend- 
ments, and  the  gist  of  it  is  the  3rd 
olause.  The  hon.  Member  for  Dover  and 
thehon.  Member  for  South  Tyrone  tell  us 
that  we  put  the  bad  tenants,  who  have 
*ot  paid  their   rents    and  who  have 


broken  the  law,   in  an  advantageous 
position  as  compared  to  the  tenants  who 
have  obeyed  the  law,  by  giving  them 
compulsory  purchase.     As  I  read  the 
Bill  you  do  no  such  thing.     What  the 
clause  does  is  not  to  give  compulsory 
purchase  without  an  alternative,  and 
that  alternative  is  that  if  the  landlord 
is  not  willing  to  make  use  of  the  13th 
section  of  the  Purchase  Act,  then  the 
tenants  who  suffer  by  his  unwillingness 
shall    be    put,  not  in  a   better  posi- 
tion   than    other     tenants,     but     in 
the   same  position    of    being  allowed 
to    be    farmers    under    a    fair    rent. 
We  say  that  this  is  the  only  method  by 
which  you  can  settle  the  Irish  difficulty. 
To-day  we  have  gone  back  from  the 
point  of  conciliation  to  which  the  House 
had,  as  a  whole,   advanced.     In   the 
Debates  on  the  13th  clause  of  the  Act 
of  last  year,  the  Government  and  the 
whole  House  adopted    a  conciliatory 
and  pacific  tone,  and  ceased  to  talk  of 
the  rights  and  wrongs  of  the  Plan  of 
Campaign,  and  only  talked  of  how  the 
miseries  which  resulted  from  that  Plan, 
as    fought  on  both   sides,    should  be 
healed.    But  that    has    not  been  the 
tone    of   some  Gentlemen    who  have 
spoken      in     this     Debate ;    but     it 
is  still  the  intention  of  hon.  Gentlemen 
who  sit  beside  me  on  this  Bench.    We 
wish    to    heal  these  wounds  of    Ire- 
land, and  we  believe  that  this  Bill  will 
do  so.     I  have  defended  the  3rd  clause, 
which  merely  makes  compulsory,  under 
the  penalty   of  having  to  give  a  fair 
rent,  that  power  which  was  voluntary 
in  the  Purchase  Bill.     The  Attorney 
General    for    Ireland    sees  something 
wonderful   in  it ;    but   is    it  not  the 
case,  Session  after  Session,  when  we 
find  that  the  voluntary  principle  will 
not  work,  that  we  make  it  compulsory  ? 
As  to     the    denunciation    of  the  4th 
clause  by  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman,    you    would    think     that 
nothing  had  passed  in  this  House  before 
on  the  question  of  the  *  *  planter  "  tenants. 
But  last  year  we  asked  the  Government 
to  allow  these  tenants  to  be  bought  out 
under  the  Irish  Church  Fund,  and  on 
this  Bench  we  are  still  anxious  that 
means  should  be  adopted  for  buying 
them  out.     We  do  not  wish  anything 
to    be    done    which   is   harsh  or  un- 
just   towards    them ;    but     we    ask 
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that  these  five  or  six  thousand  evicted 
tenants,  instead  of  being  punished  to  the 
end  of  time — and  recollect  that  they 
have  already  been  transported  from 
their  homes  for  three  or  four  years, 
which  would  be  a  legal  punishment 
almost  sufficient  for  any  fault  they 
might  have  committed,  whatever  it  was 
— shall  have  hope  given  them  of  being 
restored  to  their  homes,  and  of  be- 
coming again  peaceable  and  contented 
citizens.  We  say  that  the  Purchase  Act 
has  not  fulfilled  one  of  its  main  objects, 
that  of  pacifying  Ireland ;  but  that  this 
Bill,  amended  as  it  will  be  if  it  passes 
the  Second  Beading,  will  do  justice  to 
the  landlord  and  justice  to  the  planter 
tenants,  and  give  some  hope  of  mercy 
and  salvation  to  these  five  or  six 
thousand  evicted  men,  without  mercy 
and  kindness  to  whom  you  will  never 
pacify  Ireland. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided :  —  Ayes  174  ; 
Noes  229.— (Div.  List,  No.  15.) 

Words  added. 

Main  Question,  as  amended,  put,  and 
agreed  to. 

Bill  put  off  for  six  months. 

POOR  LAW  (IRELAND)  AMENDMENT 
BILL,— (No.  199.) 

SECOND  BEADING. 

Order  for  Second  Beading  read. 

The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Jackson,  Leeds,  N.)  : 
I  have  not  had  the  opportunity  of  con- 
sulting the  Irish  Local  Government 
Board  upon  this  Bill.  I  understand 
the  Bill  does  contain  some  useful  pro- 
visions, and  I  do  not  now  object  to  the 
Second  Reading ;  but  I  wish  to  guard 
myself  against  the  supposition  that  I 
assent  to  all  the  proposals  in  the  Bill, 
as  to  which  I  wish  to  consult  with  the 
Local  Government  Board  in  Ireland. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  com- 
mitted for  Monday. 
Sir  O.  Trevelyan 


Lands  (Sales). 
MOTIONS. 


TOWNS  IMPROVEMENT  (iREIiAN 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Knox,  Bill  to  ] 
the  improvement  of  towns  in  Irelao 
to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Knox,  Si 
Eamonde,  and  Mr.  Webb. 

Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time. 

architects'  registration 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Atherley-Jon 
provide    for  the  registration   of 
ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr. 
Jones,  Mr.  Justin  M'Carthy,  and  M 
V.  Morgan. 

Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time. 
employers'  liability  law  AM] 

BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Atherley-Jon 
provide  for  the  amendment  of  the  la 
to  Employers'  Liability,  ordered  to  I 
in  by  Mr.  Atherley-Jones,  Mr.  A* 
Burt,  and  Mr.  Jennings. 

Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time. 


PUBLIC  PETITIONS  COMMI 

First  Report  brought  up,  ai 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and 
printed. 

TRADE  REPORTS  (MISCELL4 

SERIES). 

Copy  presented, — of  Bepc 
Subjects  of  General  and  Con 
Interest,  No.  223  (Bulgaria)  [b 
mand]  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

SUPERANNUATION  ACT,  1 

Copy  presented, — of  Treasury 
dated  26th  February,  1892,  d 
that  William  Lancaster,  I 
Gorey,  was  appointed  without 
Service  Certificate,  through  i 
ence  on  the  part  of  the  Hea< 
Department  [by  Act]  ;  to  lie  i 
Table. 

GLEBE  LAND8  (SALE8) 

Return  presented, — relative 
(in     continuation     of     Parliai 
Paper,    No.    JL21,    of    Sessior 
[ordered   18th  February;    Mr 
Lefevre]  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table 

House  adjourned  at  ten 
before  81 


Thursday,  3rd  March,  1892. 


CLERGY  DISCIPLINE    (IMMORALITY) 

BILL.— [H.L.] 

SECOND  BEADING. 

.    Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Read- 
.  iqg,read. 

♦The     Abchbishop    of    CANTER- 
.  BUBT :    My  Lords,  I  feel  myself  to 
be  in  a  rather    unusual   position    in 
moving  a  Bill  which  has  been,  to  my 
groat  satisfaction  and  thankfulness,  in- 
cluded and  mentioned  in  Her  Majesty's 
Gracious  Speech  ;   but  my  only  desire 
is  that  this  Bill  should  be  passed,  and 
therefore  I  am  ready  to  take  any  part 
whioh  I  possibly  can  towards  that  end. 
I  only  wish  that  it  had  the  benefit 
of  one  advocacy.     Archbishop  Magee, 
whose  position  here  for  so  many  years 
was  so  nigh,  whose  eloquence,  wit,  and 
common  sense  so  recommended  any 
measure  which  he  advocated,  and  who 
commanded  such  influence  everywhere 
outside  this  House,  among  the  laity  of 
the  country  as    well    as    among  the 
clergy,  was    not    among    the    actual 
framers  of  this  Bill,  but  he  was  a  very 
enthusiastic  advocate  of   it  ;   his  last 
great  speech  was  devoted  to  explain- 
ing to  the  Bishops  and  clergy  of  his 
province  the  provisions  of  this    Bill 
and  to  advocating  them.     My  Lords,  it 
is  the  same  Bill  as  he  then  advocated, 
except     in    one    point    to    which    I 
shall  call  attention.    Although    it   is 
much  reduced  in  bulk,  it  is  only  com- 
pressed,  and  compressed    in    a    very 
Ample  manner ;  the  wording  here  and 
there  has  been  abbreviated ;   but  the 
large  clauses,  which,  for  the  sake  of 
fulness,  were  printed  in  the  Bill  as  it 
came  before  your  Lordships  on  the  last 
occasion,  taken  out  of  previous  Acts  of 
.  Parliament,  have  been  placed  together 
in  a  Schedule  at  the  end.    My  Lords, 
the  one  point  which  is  added  to  the 
BiB  I  shall  dwell  on  at  length,  and  I 
will  say,  in  the  first  instance,  that  it  was 
not  advocated  but  disliked  by  Arch- 
bishop   Magee.      He    objected  to    it 
en    the  ground    that    it    made  too 
little    of    the    o^ce    of    a    Bishop. 
Another  high  authority  objects  to  it 
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on  the  ground  that  it  makes  too  much 
HOUSE    OF    LORDS,   •  of  the  office  of  a  Bishop.    It  is  not  for 

me  to  decide  which  of  the  authorities 
is  the  higher ;  but  to  me  it  causes  a 
certain  amount  of  satisfaction  that 
the  objections  mutually  destroy  each 
other ;  and  I  do  not  think  there  is  much 
fault  to  be  found  with  the  pro- 
vision, as  a  just  mean  between 
the  two.  Indeed,  my  Lords,  though 
Archbishop  Magee's  advocacy  would 
have  been  so  powerful  and  so  impressive, 
I  cannot  believe  that  this  Bill  really 
needs  any  advocacy.  It  has  been 
prepared  through  some  years  by  a 
Committee  on  which  were  good  enough 
to  sit  some  of  the  strongest,  wisest,  and 
most  experienced  Members  of  this 
House,  both  in  the  Church  and  the 
State.  It  passed  through  the  Standing 
Committee,  where  it  received  a  careful 
examination ;  it  passed  your  Lordships' 
House ;  and  Mr.  Smith,  that  wise  and 
sound  statesman,  whom  we  lost  so  im- 
mediately after  the  Archbishop,  had 
undertaken  to  pass  it  through  the 
House  of  Commons;  and,  indeed,  it 
only  perished  on  one  of  the  very 
last  days  of  the  Session  with  other 
victims,  and  unexpectedly.  I  would  re- 
mind your  Lordships  that  this  Bill 
deals  with  morals  only  ;  that  it  has  no 
relation  to  doctrine  or  to  ritual ;  it  is 
simply  confined  to  cases  of  clerical  im- 
morality. The  necessity  of  such  a  Bill 
lies  in  small  compass.  If  a  layman 
of  influence  in  a  parish  is  a  licentious 
man,  his  influence  of  course  is  ex- 
tremely mischievous ;  his  example  is 
followed  by  the  young  and  foolish  over 
whom  he  has  influence — he  discredits  his 
position.  But,  if  the  offender  is  the  one 
man  in  the  place  who  is  commissioned, 
and  supported  by  law,  to  be  the  guide 
and  the  teacher  and  the  comforter  of 
the  young,  the  sick,  the  dying  and  the 
poor;  if  he  is  the  counsellor  of  many ;  if 
he  is  placed  there  to  be  the  expounder 
of  Divine  Revelation  and  the  minister 
of  Holy  Sacraments  and  there  is  no 
other  man  who  can  be  recognised  by  the 
Church  there ;  then  how  fares  it  with 
the  people  if  he  is  drunken,  if  he  is 
profligate  or  a  seducer?  We  know 
the  visible  signs — there  is  the  empty 
Church;  but  there  are  worse  in- 
visible sign8,-*-thelackof  his  influence  in 
regions  which  are  not  before  the  public 
eye  is  almost  more  terrible  than  the 
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emptiness  of  the  Church  in  which  men 
ought  to  be  worshipping  God  and  learn- 
ing His  ways ;  the  sick  are  unwilling  to 
send  for  him  ;  the  parsonage  house, 
which  ought  to  be  the  centre  of  so 
much  that  is  good,  is  suspected,  is 
shunned,  is  pointed  at ;  the  man  him- 
self is  conscious  that  he  has  no  message 
to  deliver  but  what  would  reproach  his 
own  actions :  that  he  has  no  mission 
because  he  is  the  parishioner  who  most 
of  all  needs  to  be  reclaimed.  But,  my 
Lords,  the  law,  which  surrounds  the 
good  pastor  and  keeps  him  in  his  place, 
and  so  supports  him  and  confers  on  the 
country  such  vast  benefits  by  that  sup- 

Eort, — this  law  virtually  offers  no  means 
y  which  a  traitor  can  be  got  rid  of. 
And  the  reason  why  it  offers  no  means 
is  a  singular  reason.     It  is  a  long  sad 
history.     It  begins  in  an  old   wrong 
theory.     It  began  in  the  theory  that 
the  man,   as  priest,  was  an  essential 
intermediary  between  God  and  man  ; 
that  good  morals  were  a  most  desir- 
able and  necessary  addition  but  not 
essential    to    his    office    among    his 
people.     Consequently   the    first    pro- 
cesses instituted,  in  order  to  put  an 
end    if    possible     to    scandals,     were 
instituted  upon  what  we  cannot  but  in 
this  day    call    a  most    wrong    basis. 
Processes    instituted    against   such    a 
man  were  held  to  be  pro  salute  anima  ; 
it  was  not  the  parish  or  the  people  that 
were  in  view  ;  it  was  the  improvement 
of  the  priest  that  was  intended.     And 
when  legislation  started  from  so  wrong 
and  so  mistaken  a  base,   then  there 
came  in  a  steady  constant  accumula- 
tion of  precedents  of  leniency,  and  even 
favour,  which  have  landed   us  in  this 
position :    namely,    that     really     and 
truly  there  is  no  means  certainly  avail- 
able of  getting  rid  of  an   evil  pastor. 
Consequently,  you  have  certain  scandals 
not  arising  frequently,  but  from  time  to 
time,  and  echoed  all  round  the  sky  until 
it  seems  as  if  the  air  was  full  of  them. 
Such  a  case  as  that  which  occurred  in 
a  diocese  a  little  north  of  this,   last 
year  or  the  year  before,  when   a  man, 
guilty  of  repeated  acts  of  drunkenness, 
has  at  last  evidence  produced  against 
him,  is  brought  into  the  Arches  Court 
and  receives  a  sentence  of  three  months' 
suspension.       At    the     end    of    three 
months  he  comes  back,  and  the  first 
sermon  that  he  preaches  is   a  lively 
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description   of   the    holiday    that    he 
has  enjoyed  abroad.    And  there  is  the 
case  well  known   to  your   Lordships 
and  to  all  England,  that  infamous  case 
which  cost  two  successive  Bishops  of 
Exeter  £14,000  and  £1,400  respectively. 
Now,  my  Lords,  so  much  has  been  said 
on  this  subject  before  that  I  will  not 
amplify  this  part  of  the  matter,   but 
will  call  your  Lordships'  attention  at 
once  to  the  change  that  has  been  made 
in  the  Bill.    In  the  last  Bill  the  con* 
viction  of  certain  crimes  and  misde- 
meanours enumerated  in  Clause  1,  as 
well  as  conviction  of  treason  or  felony, 
vacated  the  living  ipso  facto.    The  law 
before  was  that  cases  of  treason  and 
felony  brought  home  should  vacate  the: 
living  ipso  facto ,  and  there  were  added 
to  these  certain   new  offences  which 
should  ipso  facto  vacate  a  living.    Well, 
my  Lords,  we  have  found  that  very  wide 
objections  indeed  have  been  entertained 
to  these   additions  to  the  ipso    facto 
principle  of  vacating  among  people  of 
all  sorts  of  opinions.     There  is  this  to 
be  said  obviously  at  once :  that  it  is  a 
strange  thing  that  a  property,  and  still 
more  a  spiritual  function,  should    be 
vacated  by  the  sentence  of  a  Magistrate 
who  has  no  relation  whatever  to  a  bene- 
fice, and  who  in  his  sentence  can  take 
no  notice  at  all  of  the  effect  which  it  will 
have  in  the  deprivation  of  the  benefice. 
It    is    not    well   that    there   should 
be  no  notice  taken  of  the  sentence  ;  it. 
is  well  that  it  should  be  made  known 
as  widely  as  possible.     A  clergyman, 
we  must  remember,  is  necessarily  in  his. 
position  as  a  beneficed  man  in  two  caps* 
cities.    He  is  the  holder  of  property  by 
the    authority    of    the    law,    and   he 
has  a  spiritual  work   and  duty — whit 
is   called   the   cure    of    souls  of    the 
parishioners — committed    to    him    by 
his  Bishop.      Now  when  the  patroa  J 
has  presented  a  man  to  a  benefice,  sfr  f 
that    the     property     will     come   to  r 
him,  the  Bishop  is  then  required  by  law  h 
to  institute  him  to  the  spiritual  tart  I 
of  the  benefice,  upon  the  presentation 
of  the  patron  ;  and  it  does  seem  reason* 
able  that  he  should  also  be  siniihrfy 
required  to  declare  that  the  living  » 
vacated,  before  he  proceeds  to  institute 
another  man  into  the  same  place.   It 
is  different,  of  course,  in  the  case  of 
death ;    there    is   no  necessity  for  fr 
declaration    upon    that  occasion— 4k* 
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bet  is  notorious  that  the  late  rector  is 
dead.    Well,  then,  Clause  1  enumerates 
two  kinds  of  gross  offences.     It  first  of 
all  mentions  those  which  already  ij)so 
facto  vacate  the  living,  and  then  the 
other  class  which  at  present  do  not  ipso 
facto  vacate  the  living,  but  ought  to  be 
made  to  do  so.     We  have  in  this  Bill 
made  no  change  whatever  as  to  the  first 
dass.  Treason  and  felony  will  still,  ac- 
cording to  this  Bill,  vacate  a    living 
exactly  in  the  same    manner  as  they 
do  now,    and    the    benefice    can    be 
immediately    re-filled.      We    do    not 
repeal   the    Treason  and  Felony  Act, 
or  any  clause  or  any  word  of  it.     But 
the  Bill    does    lay  upon   the    Bishop 
the  further  duty  then  of  declaring  that 
it  is    vacant,    before  he  proceeds    to 
institute  another  man.    The  declara- 
tion   of  the  Bishop  in  this  case  has 
nothing  whatever  to  do  with  vacating 
the  living — it  is  vacant,  and,  if  it  is  so 
wished,  a  man  can  be  instituted  to  it ; 
bat  the  Bishop  is  to  be  called  upon  to 
declare  it  vacant  before  he  proceeds  to 

£t  another  man  into  the  place.     And 
9  man  by  this  Bill  is  also  rendered 
incapable  of   receiving  further  prefer- 
ment, which  seems  the   most  just  of 
measures,  until  he  is  either  pardoned 
by   the  Crown,  or  until  he  is  other- 
wise   declared    once  more   capable  of 
receiving  preferment.    That  is  the  first 
clas8of  offences.  The  second  class  of  mis- 
demeanours is  recited  in  the  first  clause, 
and   I  will  venture  to  say  that   the 
world    at    large,    reasonable    sensible 
people     being    judges — nay,     vicious 
men  themselves  being  judges,  there  can 
be  no  doubt  that  everyone  would  agree 
that    the    man    who    commits    such 
offences  is  disqualified  from  being  the 
pastor   of    a  flock,    disqualified    from 
exercising  this  cure  of  souls,  and  there 
OQght  to  be  no  difficulty  in  removing 
him  from  that  pastorate  and  that  cure. 
Bat,  my  Lords,  as  the  law  stands  now 
*  the  offence  may  be  proved,  the   man 
may  be  convicted,   the  man   may  be 
Sentenced,  and  yet  he  is  safe  in  this 

Etion  to  all  intents  and  purposes  ;  he 
to  be  again  tried  from  beginning  to 
tod  before  he  can  be  displaced ;  and  he 
has  to  be  tried  by  processes  which 
tee  expensive  and  complicated, 
technical  and  uncertain,  in  the  very 
highest  degree  ;  he  can  appeal,  and 
appeal  again,  until  the  expense,  protrac- 


tion, and  uncertainty  of  the  suits  into 
which  he  may  bring  the  authority  who 
tries  to  do  his  duty  by  him   and  the 
Church,  may  absolutely  win  the  day. 
Now  the  effect  of  this  Bill  then  is  to  make 
civil    conviction     for    these     offences 
conclusive  as  to  the  fact  of  their  having 
been  committed;  and  the  Bill  then  pro- 
vides that  the  Ecclesiastical  Authorities, 
should  accept  the  verdict  as  a  fact,  and 
that  they  should  declare  the  vacancy 
of  the  living.  Now  this,  my  Lords,  is  the 
point  .upon  which  there  is    difference 
of  opinion  ;  but,  as  I  said,  the  difference 
of  opinion  is  this :  it  is  not  simply  one 
difference  of  opinion  with  the  Bill,  but 
on  one  side  it  is  thought  that  the  office 
of  the  Bishop  is  made  too  little  of,  by 
requiring  him  simply  to  declare  that 
the    living    is    vacant  when  vacated 
in  this  manner ;    and,    on  the    other 
hand,    it      is     thought     that     it     is 
making  too  much  of  the  office  of  the 
Bishop    by    bringing  him    in  at   all. 
I  do  not  really  think  that,  those  being 
the  two  poles  of  difference,  your  Lord- 
ships   will  differ  from    the    Bill.       I 
believe  your  Lordships  will  consider 
that  the  Bishop  is  in  his  proper  place 
and  too  much  by  no  means  made  of  his 
office.    If  once  this  Bill  passes  into  law, 
the  first  effect  of  it  will  be  that  there 
will  be  no  longer  this  wearisome  and 
most  uncertain  process  to  go  through. 
Those  are  the  two  classes  of  offences 
proposed    to    be    dealt    with:    those 
which    already    vacate    livings,     and 
those  which  ought  to  vacate  livings ;  and 
this  the    simple  step  which  is  to    be 
taken.     At  present,  my  Lords,  it  is  the 
authorities  who  attempt  to    do  their 
duty    who  are  punished  and  not  the 
offender — the  offender  is  pretty  secure 
What  with  time,   with  expensiveness, 
with  technicality,  men  are,  as  well  as 
have  been,  secure  in  their  place.   There 
they    stay,    safe,   to  old  age;  and  in 
that    old    age     the     hoary     head    is 
not  only    a  crown  of  shame  to  that 
man,  but  it  is  a  crown  of  shame  to  that 
Church  which  cannot  help  keeping  him 
in    his    place.     I    repeat   once   more, 
what  I  have  said  emphatically  in  this 
place  before,  my  Lords,  that  these  oases 
are  very  few.     I  doubt  if  you  could  find 
anywhere  a  body  of  26,000  men  among 
whom  there  are  so  few  offenders  of  this 
kind — I  think  that  is  quite   certain. 
The  cases  are  few,  but  there  ought  to 
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be  none.  The  cases  are  few,  but  every 
single  case  counteracts.  I  do  not  know 
what  amount  of  labour  of  excellent, 
virtuous,  and  devoted  pastors.  And,  my 
Lords,  how  unfair  such  administration 
and  how  unfair  such  a  state  of  things 
upon  a  great  profession  which 
we  ought  to  render  attractive! 
What  would  be  said,  my  Lords,  if  in 
any  other  profession — if  in  the 
Army  or  the  Navy,  superior  officers 
had  not  only  to  defray  the  cost  of 
every  inquiry,  but  to  find  themselves 
baffled  and  defeated  by  technicalities 
at  the  close  ?  What  would  be  said 
if  the  Judges  (many  Judges  are 
noble  Lords  in  this  House  at  the 
present  moment)  what  would  be 
said  by  all  the  world  if  the  Judges  had 
to  bear  all  the  costs  of  both  sides 
whenever  an  attempt  was  made  to 
remove  a  criminal  from  office? 
The  rest  of  the  Bill,  my  Lords, 
after  the  1st  clause  is  occupied  simply 
by  procedure;  no  principles  are 
changed,  but  it  is  a  simplification  of 
the  procedure  for  the  trial  of  a  man 
accused  of  moral  offences  who  has^not 
been  in  the  Civil  Court.  The  case  of  a 
man  who  has  been  in  a  Civil  Court  is 
already  disposed  of ;  but  then  there  are 
other  cases  where  a  man  has  not  been  in 
the  Civil  Court.  The  improvements 
or  simplification  of  procedure  are  these  : 
The  Diocesan  Court  remains,  and  the 
improvements  are  in  three  obvious 
points.  First,  the  Diocesan  Court  is 
strengthened  by  five  Assessors  who  are 
to  act  as  a  kind  of  jury  on  matters  of 
fact — not  a  jury,  which  might  make 
difficulties  in  the  way  of  appeal — 
five  Assessors ;  the  Chancellor,  the 
head  of  the  Court,  is  a  layman  ;  two  of 
his  Assessors  are  to  be  Judges  or  Justices 
of  the  Peace,  holders  of  judicial  appoint- 
ments, laymen;  and  three  are  to  be 
clergymen.  They  are  to  decide  upon 
matters  of  fact  only  ;  not  to  deal  with 
matters  of  law.  That  is  the  first  im- 
provement. The  second  improvement 
is  that  there  should  be  only  one  appeal ; 
these  are  not  cases  which  need  more 
than  one  appeal,  if  any;  but  it  is 
desirable,  as  error  is  always  possible, 
that  the  man  should  have  power  to 
appeal,  and,  with  the  proper  permission, 
one  appeal  is  allowed,  but  only  one. 
At  present,  as'I  have  said,  the  number 
of  appeals  is  one  of  the  worst  causes  of 
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the  defeat  of  justice.    The  third  im- 
provement   introduced    is    this — and 
your  Lordships  will  agree    with    me 
I  am  sure  that  it  is  the  greatest  possible 
improvement.     I  have  pointed  out  how 
fatal  the  old  precedents  of  punishment 
are   and  in  what  evil  condition  they 
have  landed  us,  and  the  5th  clause  of 
the  Bill  provides  that  henceforth  the 
decisions  are  to  be  made  in  the  interests 
of  the  place  and  people,  and  not  to  rest 
upon  precedents  of  punishment.      In 
the  process  of  abbreviation  the  words 
"rather  than  on    the    precedents    of 
punishment "  have  been  dropped  out, 
simply  for  the  purposes  of  abbreviation ; 
and  I  shall  ask  your  Lordships'  leave 
to  introduce   them  again  by  way  of 
amendment.      But  that  is  what  the 
clause    means    as    it    stands  —  that 
regard  is  to  be  had  to    the  interests 
of    the    people.      There    is    another 
point  to  which  I  desire  to  call  your 
Lordships'  attention.    In  order  that  it 
might  be  thoroughly  intelligible  to  all, 
even  the  most  obviously  essential  steps 
of   the  processes   were    described   in 
separate  clauses  in  the  Bill  as  it  was 
before  your  Lordships'  House  last  year ; 
but,   by  very  wise  instructions,  as  it 
seems   to   me,    from    Her    Majesty's 
Government,  such  steps  as  those  are  to 
be  committed  to  the  Bule  Committee. 
All  these  steps  that  have  been  placed 
under  the  ordering  of  the  Bule  Com- 
mittee are  so  placed  for  reasons  which 
have  commended   themselves   to    the 
Legal  Advisers  of  the  Government ;  but 
I    need  scarcely    say  that,    if  there 
are     any    such    steps    which    it    is 
thought,     in     the     wisdom     of    this 
House,  should  be  replaced  as  clauses 
in  the  Bill,  that  can  easily  be  done  in 
Committee,  and  we  shall  be  only  very 
thankful  for  suggestions  of  that  Una. 
I  would  remind  your  Lordships  that 
when  the  rules  are  made  they  have 
to  lie  40  days  on  the  Table  of  both 
Houses,  and  that  any  Bule  is  capable 
of  being  annulled  by  an  Address  to  Her 
Majesty  praying  that  it  should  be  80 
annulled.     Well,  my  Lords,  the  BiD 
seems  then,  in  the  light  in  which  I  am 
able  to  view  it, — its  necessity  and  its 
provisions — so  just,  so  reasonable,  to 
answer  so  necessary  an  end  by  soflh 
simple  means,  that  one  asks  oneself  who 
are  the  opponents  of  the  BilL  My  Lords, 
there  are  enemies  and    lemies.  I  shaft 
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speak  with  the  utmost  moderation,  I 
hope,  of  any  opposition  to  the  Bill ;  but 
there  are    honourable    adversaries   of 
the  Church,  very  decided  adversaries 
but  fair  and  honourable  men,  who,  in 
the  other  House,  and  in  other  places, 
have  declared  emphatically  that  the 
Bill  ought  to  pass.     If  there  are  any 
others  who  have  different  motives;  if 
there  are  any  who  would  keep  abuses  in 
the  Church  to  forward  their  own  views 
of  what  ought  to  be  done  with  theChurch ; 
what  a  serious  position  they  stand  in ! 
They  cry  out  one  moment  "  Souls  are 
perishing  because    of    neglect";    and 
the  next  moment  they  cry  out  "Let 
them  perish  until  we  can  carry  destruc- 
tive measures  of  our  own."    If  there  be 
any  such  opponents,  we  can  but  trust 
that  they  will  pause.    At  any  rate,  the 
very  existence  of  such  a  reason  puts 
an    end    to    the    influence    that    any 
other  reasons  which  they  might  allege 
could  produce.    And  I  trust  that  no 
professed  Churchmen  will  swell  their 
number  on  grounds  which  are  not  much 
more  than  matters  of  etiquette.    I  do 
not  then  believe,  my  Lords,  that  any 
Legislature  would  withhold  legislation 
upon  such  a  subject  for  such  a  purpose, 
— still   less  these  two  great  Houses: 
legislation  recommended,  as  this  is,  by 
some  of  our  very  wisest  both  in  Church 
and  State:   simple  legislation  I  must 
eall  it,  for  the  removal  of  vicious  men 
from  positions  which  have  been  created 
for  one  purpose  and  one  purpose  only  : 
to  be  the  very  strongholds  and  vantage 
grounds  of  virtue. 

Moved,  "ThattheBill  benowread  2\" 
— (The  Archbishop  of  Canterbury.) 

♦Lord  GBIMTHOEPE  :  My  Lords, 
I  certainly  am  not  one  of  the  enemies 
of  the  Bill,  though  it  is  not  the  Bill 
which  your  Lordships  passed  last  year, 
and  I  cannot  say  that  I  am  at  all  con- 
vinced by  the  reasons  given  by  the 
most  rev.  Prelate  for  altering  that  Bill, 
by  the  Government,  and  not  by  the 
Bishops.  Perhaps  your  Lordships  will 
iDow  me  to  remind  you  of  the  course 
that  these  Clergy  Discipline  Bills  have 
taken  during  the  last  four  years.  This 
Bill,  in  a  very  important  respect  which 
I  shall  mention  presently,  is  put  back 
Very  much  to  the  condition  of  the 
Bill  of  1888 ;  of  which  it  is  not  too 
Uraoh    to    say    that    the   late    Arch- 


bishop of  York,  I  mean  Archbishop 
Thomson,  destroyed  it  by  his  speech 
on  Third  Beading.  Complaint  was 
made  of  his  not  intervening  earlier. 
He  answered  that  complaint  by  saying 
that  he  had  not  intervened  for  the  very 
good  reason  that  he  had  not  received 
the  altered  copy  of  the  Bill  at  York 
until  the  very  day  when  it  was  to  be 
discussed  here.  Everybody  felt,  I 
think,  that  his  speech  on  Third 
Beading,  although  neither  he  nor  I 
divided  the  House  against  it,  was 
fatal  to  the  Bill.  What  happened 
next  after  that  is  not  altogether 
immaterial.  The  most  rev.  Prelate 
has  rightly  mentioned  Archbishop 
Magee  as  having  taken  an  active  part 
in  this  matter  from  the  beginning.  In 
the  course  of  the  winter  of  1888,  he  and 
a  Member  of  the  Government,  knowing 
I  had  begun  the  opposition  to  the 
Bill  of  1888,  asked  me  to  draw  a  fresh 
one.  I  said,  "  It  is  no  use  my  drawing 
afresh  Bill  if  you  are  going  to  insist  upon 
its  being  upon  what  is  commonly  called 
the  lines  of  the  late  Bill,  if  it  is  to 
contain  what  I  and  other  people  call 
clerical  aggression."  I  was  assured  by 
both  of  them,  and  by  the  most  rev. 
Prelate  who  has  now  spoken,  afterwards, 
that  they  had  no  such  wish  or  inten- 
tion, and  that,  if  the  Bill  of  1888  did 
do  what  I  said,  it  was  not  by  their 
desire.  Of  course  I  was  satisfied  with 
that,  and  I  did  draw  another  Bill.  I 
took  counsel  with  two  most  competent 
persons,  namely,  the  gentleman  who 
then  sealed  with  seven  seals  (I  mean 
Mr.  Justice  Jeune,  who  was  Chan- 
cellor of  seven  dioceses)  and  with 
Archbishop  Magee  himself ;  we  spent  a 
considerable  time  in  settling  that  Bill ; 
and  without  repeating  the  compliments 
the  most  rev.  Prelate  has  paid  to 
Archbishop  Magee,  I  will  pay  another : 
I  was  greatly  struck  not  merely 
with  his  acuteness  (because  everybody 
knew  that)  but  with  his  readiness 
to  apprehend  legal  principles,  and  being 
able  to  discuss  a  Bill  with  two  lawyers 
on  quite  equal  terms.  It  was  too 
late,  I  suppose,  in  the  winter  to  pro- 
ceed with  it  in  the  following  year ;  at 
any  rate  it  was  not  proceeded  with ; 
but  I  know  this :  Archbishop  Thomson 
expressed  the  opinion  that  the  Bill  of 
1888,  or  anything  like  it,  would  not  do, 
and  that  something  like  the  Bill  which 
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had  been  settled  by  the  three  persons 
I  have  mentioned  was  the  basis  to  go 
upon.  Early  in  the  following  year,  as  the 
most  rev.  Prelate  told  your  Lordships 
last  year,  he  convened  a  sort  of 
Lambeth  Congress,  or  Conference,  or 
Conclave  (or  whatever  is  the  proper 
term)consisting  of  the  two  Archbishops, 
the  Bishop  of  London,  my  noble  and 
learned  Friend  opposite,  Lord  Sel- 
borne,  another  of  my  noble  and  learned 
Friends,  Lord  Herschell,  Lord  Thring, 
Lord  Cross,  who  had  taken  an  active 
part  in  1888,  Mr.  Justice  Jeune,  and 
myself.  And  this  singular  thing  hap- 
pened :  although  several  of  those 
persons  had  taken  very  different  views 
in  1888,  when  we  came  to  discuss  the 
Bill  in  1890  there  was  absolutely  no 
division,  except  upon  one  compara- 
tively trifling  point,  as  the  most  rev. 
Prelate  mentioned  last  year,  and  the 
one  dissentient,  Archbishop  Thomson, 
did  not  think  it  worth  while  to  express  any 
further  opinion  about  it;  and,  what  is 
more,  Archbishop  Magee,  who  had  suc- 
ceeded him  before  the  Bill  came  into 
Parliament  in  the  following  year,  was 
perfectly  satisfied  with  the  Bill  as  it 
had  been  drawn,  and  vindicated  it  in 
the  way  the  most  rev.  Prelate  has 
mentioned,  and  indeed  more  strongly 
than  he  has  stated,  on  what  I  and 
others  think  the  most  important  devia- 
tion now.  My  Lords,  the  most  rev. 
Prelate  has  said  that  he  will  move  an 
Amendment  to  restore  certain  words  in 
the  section  which  we  all  thought  of 
great  value  at  Lambeth.  I  am  very 
glad  that  he  will,  and  I  need  not 
say  more  about  it.  The  other  point, 
about  .procedure,  is  a  more  serious 
thing  than  the  most  rev.  Prelate 
seems  to  take  it  to  be.  To  put 
it  shortly,  I  may  say  that  the 
Bill  of  this  year  gives  very  much 
larger  powers  to  what  is  called  the 
Rule  Committee  than  the  Bill  of  last 
year  did.  It  enables  the  Rule  Com- 
mittee, which  is  to  consist  of  the  Lord 
Chancellor,  the  Lord  Chief  Justice,  the 
Dean  of  Arches,  and  the  three  Privy 
Councillor  Bishops,  to  make  any  rules 
they  please  relating  to  "  procedure  " — a 
very  large  word  which  was  not  in  the 
Bill  of  last  year.  Then  come  some 
other  points  in  that  clause  which 
I  need  not  dwell  upon,  as  they  are 
not    very    material,    except    that    it 
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includes,  quite  unnecessarily,  the 
appointment  of  a  Deputy  Chancellor, 
which  was  provided  for  completely  by 
a  very  simple  clause  last  year.  Then 
comes  a  thing  which  I  know  is 
thought  of  much  consequence  by 
more  learned  people  than  I  am, 
and  that  is  that  the  Rule  Com- 
mittee may  make  rules  "  concerning 
the  enforcing  of  sentences,  whether  by 
civil  or  ecclesiastical  officers."  It  seems 
to  me  perfectly  clear  that  under  those 
terms  together,  "procedure"  and 
"  enforcing  of  sentences,"  any  kind  of 
jurisdiction  may  be  invented.  No  doubt 
it  is  a  good  thing  to  save  both  Houses 
of  Parliament  the  trouble  of  discussing 
details  which  are  of  no  public  conse- 
quence or  interest,  and  which  can  be 
quite  well  done  by  a  small  Committee ; 
but,  surely,  such  matters  as  procedure, 
and  enforcing  of  sentences  by  certain 
officers,  which  were  thegreatquestdonsin 
1888,  do  seem  a  great  deal  too  large 
to  leave  to  a  mere  general  clause, 
protected  by  nothing  but  the  sub- 
section which  follows,  that  the  rules 
are  to  be  laid  on  the  Table  of  the  Houses 
of  Parliament,  and  take  their  chance  of 
somebody  being  able  to  get  a  night  in 
this  House  or  the  other  to  discuss 
them  if  he  has  any  objection  to  them. 
Moreover,  the  result  will  be  that  no- 
body can  learn  from  the  Act  what  it 
really  enacts,  or  what  influences  are 
being  used  to  get  particular  things 
enacted  by  that  Secret  Committee. 
My  Lords,  I  am  told  that,  tempting  as 
it  is  to  remove  from  discussion  in  both 
Houses  of  Parliament  details  which 
some  people  may  think  immaterial, 
there  is  another  view  of  it — that  certain 
people  resent  very  much  that  mode  of 
withdrawing  things  from  their  dis- 
cussion and  decision  which  they  think 
of  great  consequence ;  and  I  can- 
not help  thinking  that,  in  avoiding 
Charybdis,  the  Government  (who,  I 
suppose,  are  the  promoters  of  this  Bill) 
have  run  into  a  Scylla  which  may 
perhaps  bring  them  to  ruin  if 
other  things  do  not.  That  is  all  I 
have  to  remark  upon  the  minor  details 
of  the  Bill;  I  mention  them  first. 
merely  to  get  them  out  of  the 
way.  Now,  my  Lords,  I  come  to 
that  which  the  most  rev.  Prelate 
rightly  treated  as  a  material  altera- 
tion, and  there  I  must  first  dissent 
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bora  the  view  that  he  takes  of  the 
lit  clause.  He  said — and  no  doubt 
he  intended  that  it  should  be  so — that 
the  present  law  was  left  alone,  and 
that— 

"If  lelergymas  in  oonvirted  of  treason   or 
**•-/"- 

I  stop  there — his  conviction  ipso  facto 
deprives  him.      But,  I  think,   if  the 
most     rev.     Prelate    will    read     care- 
fully a  little  lower  down,  he  will  see 
that  it  is  not  so.    I  will  read  it  to  your 
Lordships,  leaving  out  the  immaterial 
things — 
I       "Ma  clergyman  is  convicted  of  treason  or 
[  Wobj    .    ,    .    then,  after  the  date  u  which 
4a*  oonvietioo,  order,  or  Boding  becomes  con- 
-domm,    the  preferment  (if  any)  held  by  him 
shall  without  further  trial  be  " 

what?    "Shall  be  vacant  "?    Nothing 
of  the  kind— 

*  ab*n  be  declared  by  the  Bishop  to  be  vacant" 
That  is  a  total  alteration  of  the  law  of 
England.     Whether  it  is  the  intention 
■of  anyone  I  cannot  tell,  but  if  it  is,  it  is,  at 
anyrate,    very    badly    expressed,    and 
certainly  will  in  future  years  be   de- 
manded to  involve  an  alteration  of  a 
great  deal  of  the  existing  law.   Because 
I  can  tell  your  Lordships,   to  put  it 
shortly,  that  there  have  been  at  differ- 
ent times  since  the  Reformation  more 
than    a  dozen  enactments  (I    do    not 
aay    Acts  of  Parliament,    because   one 
■or  two  of  them  comprise  several  distinct 
,  enactments),  all    of    which,    as  Arch- 
I  anahop    Magee     pointed     out     to     his 
Convocation  —  and    I     am    surprised 
that  the  most  rev.    Prelate   has    not 
paid  more  attention  to  that    speech 
—ipso  facto  do  vacate  livings  for  all 
kinds    of    things  —  some    of    them 
•doctrinal     things ;      and,     surely,     if 
a    doctrinal      or     ritualistic       error 
nay  vacate  a  living  ipso  facto,  immo- 
ality   ought    to  do    so.       1    will    just 
im     through    them     as    shortly    as 
passible.      First,    the    earliest    Refor- 
mation   Acts     of     Henry    VIII.    and 
Eitabeth    expressly    "  restored  "    all 

rtual  jurisdiction  to  the  Crown.  All 
four  Acts  of  Uniformity  enabled 
tfcrgymen  to  be  deprived,  without  the 
Qtervention  of  the  Bishop,  either  by  a 
Judge  at  Assizes,  or  by  the  Chancellor 
4  the  diocese ;  and  it  is  expressly 
d  in  the  Act  of  Elizabeth  that 
law  to  be  observed    is  not   the 


canon  law,  which  I  shall  have  to  men* 
tion  presently,  but  "the  Queen's  eccle- 
siastical law  " — a  well-known  old  phrase 
used  by  the  greatest  lawyers  of  all  times 
since  the  Reformation.  Then  comes 
perhaps  one  still  more  remarkable — 
what  is  called  the  Great  Heresy  Act  of 
the  13th  of  Elizabeth,  which  expressly 
leaves  to  the  Ordinary,  who  is  the 
Chancellor  of  the  diocese  generally,  the 
power  to  deprive,  which  he  always  had 
and  always  exercised.  Besides  that, 
the  same  Act,  without  any  relation  to 
heresy,  ipso  facto  vacates  a  living  if  the 
clergyman  does  not  read  himself  in  in 
proper  time, — that  is,  publicly  declare 
his  assent  to  the  Prayer  Book  and  the 
Articles.  No  Bishop  intervenes  there  ; 
no  Court  intervenes  ;  simply  if  he  does 
not  do  it  in  the  proper  time  anybody 
may  take  note  (it  has  been  so  decided) 
and  the  living  is  ipso  facto  vacant.  All 
that  will  soon  be  demanded  to  be 
repealed  if  this  Bill  passes.  Then  there 
is  the  very  important  Act  of  1870,  which 
the  first  clause  of  this  extends  in  the 
confused  way  I  noticed  just  now.  As 
the  most  rev.  Prelate  mentioned  last 
year,  the  old  law  before  1870  was 
that  treason  and  felony  ipso  facto 
forfeited  a  living.  The  word  "for- 
feiture" was  used,  not  "vacation;" 
but  the  result  is  exactly  the  same. 
Then  to  come  to  later  things,  take 
the  1st  and  2nd  of  Victoria  c.  106 — a 
very  long  Act  which  provides  for 
many  different  things.  If  a  clergyman 
engages  in  trade  or  takes  a  farm  above 
100  acres  he  may  be  prosecuted  in 
the  Chancellor's  Court  by  the  Bishop — 
the  Bishop  being  not  the  judge,  but 
the  prosecutor  ;  and  the  Chancellor  is 
to  suspend  him  first  and  deprive  him 
afterwards.  I  know  very  well  that  the 
word  "Chancellor"  is  not  put  before 
"deprive"  in  the  latter  case;  but 
that  cannot  matter  the  least,  be- 
cause, as  I  say,  the  Bishop  is  the 
prosecutor  and  not  the  judge.  The 
same  Act  deals  with  pluralities.  If  a 
clergyman  happens  to  have  two  livings 
or  benefices  of  any  kind,  and  takes 
another  without  declaring  which  of  the 
former  ones  he  vacates,  he  ipso  facto 
vacates  both.  If  he  is  instituted  to  a 
iving  without  any  right  to  hold 
two,  the  institution  ipso  facto  vacates 
the  former.  Non -residence  after  a 
certain  time,  after  two  years'  sequeB- 
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t  rat  ion,  under  the  same  Act  ipso  facto 
vacates  the  living.  Surely  that  is  a 
thing  in  which  you  might  expect  to 
find  the  Bishop  having  this  jurisdic- 
tion, if  anywhere.  But  no,  the  law 
has  not  entrusted  it  to  him :  this 
modern  theory  had  not  been  invented 
then,  or  in  fact  until  four  years  ago. 
Then  comes  the  Act  with  which  it 
is  now  the  fashion  I  see  with  all 
parties  to  find  fault — the  Clergy 
Discipline  Act  of  1840.  That  was 
Bishop  Philpott's  Act;  he  imposed  it 
upon  the  Bishops  and  upon  Parliament 
after  having  been  thoroughly  beaten  in 
the  previous  Session.  The  only  pre- 
cedent for  Episcopal  Judges  was  the 
Court  of  High  Commission,  which  your 
Lordships  know  was  twice  abolished 
by  Parliament.  Under  a  clause  in 
that  Act  of  1840  the  Bishop  may 
indeed  sit  and  try,  but  he  cannot 
declare  without  trying ;  and  that  clause 
was  described  in  the  Royal  Com- 
mission on  Ecclesiastical  Courts  as 
being  thoroughly  obsolete;  it  was 
found,  for  reasons  which  I  need  not 
go  into,  unworkable  or  unsuitable ;  and 
it  was  said,  I  do  not  know  with  what 
correctness,  by  some  of  the  witnesses 
before  that  Commission,  that  it  has 
only  been  acted  on  twice ;  except  of 
course  by  consent,  for  anybody  may 
consent  to  the  Bishop  trying,  depriving, 
or  anything  else.  Then  comes  in  the 
order  of  date  the  Act  of  1870,  which 
Archbishop  Magee  naturally  dwelt  on 
much  in  his  speech  to  his  Convocation. 
And,  my  Lords,  what  has  been  the  excuse 
made  by  the  agitators  against  this  Bill, 
who,  in  spite  of  what  the  most  rev. 
Prelate  has  said,  are  mainly  of  one 
party  in  the  Church,  for  the  Act 
of  1870  being  passed  without  objec- 
tion or  complaint  till  now?  That 
it  was  not  understood.  I  have 
taken  the  trouble  to  look  at  Hansard 
to  see  what  evidence  there  was  that 
it  was  not  understood  ;  and  I  find  that 
it  was  fully  and  clearly  explained  on 
that  point  by  perhaps  the  clearest 
explainer  of  an  Act  of  Parliament  that 
there  has  ever  been.  I  mean  Lord 
Westbury.  Whatever  may  have  been 
his  defects,  certainly  want  of  clearness 
of  explanation  was  not  one  of  them ; 
so  that  excuse  is  a  mere  ex  post  facto 
invention  without  the  least  historical 
foundation.      And  the  real  history  is 
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that  in  all  the  thiee  and  a  half 
centuries  since  the  Reformation  began 
the  personal  intervention  of  a  Bishop 
has  never  once  been  recognised  as 
necessary  for  complete  deprivation.  It  is 
just  possible  somebody  may  say  that  I 
have  forgotten  one  declaration  (I  can- 
not call  it  an  enactment,  for  it  is  not 
one)  that  the  Bishop  is  to  declare  sen- 
tences of  deprivation  only  in  the  122nd 
Canon  of  1603.  To  which  I  give  this 
simple  answer :  that  that  Canon  was 
illegal :  it  was  first  ultra  vires.  Con- 
vocation has  no  power  whatever,  as 
great  authorities  have  said,  to  do  any- 
thing relating  to  judicature ;  and,  fur- 
ther than  that,  it  is  expressly  illegal, 
because  the  great  Act  of  Henry  VIII., 
for  the  "  Submission  of  the1  Clergy," 
under  which  any  power  was  left  to 
Convocation  to  make  Canons,  expressly 
says  that  if  a  Canon  is  contrary  w  any 
respect  to  the  law  of  England,  either 
present  or  future,  it  shall  be  void. 
It  was  also  historically  wrong.  It 
is  a  doctrine  that  has  been  laid  down 
in  the  Courts  that,  if  a  Canon  is  only 
declaratory  of  ancient  law,  it  may 
stand  as  a  recognition  of  the  Queen's 
Ecclesiastical  Law.  That  Canon  could 
not  be  so,  because  it  was  oontrary  to 
all  the  previous  Acts  I  have  mentioned; 
and,  moreover,  a  Canon  had  been  made 
1571,    saying    exactly    the    con- 
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trary,  though  that  code  was  never 
ratified  by  the  Queen.  Moreover,  let  me 
tell  your  Lordships  that  a  person  who 
is  more  a  layman  than  a  great  many 
Diocesan  Chancellors  have  been,  has 
been  held  to  have  a  complete  right  to 
deprive — I  mean  the  Dean  of  Arches. 
So  far  as  I  can  make  out  from  the 
books  that  tell  of  such  things,  there  has 
been  no  clerical  Dean  of  Arches  sinoe- 
1559,  but  there  have  been  many  clerical 
Chancellors  until  recently.  Then  & 
fortiori,  if  the  Dean  of  Arches  his 
been  decided  —  as  he  has  been  by 
the  Privy  Council  —  to  have  the 
right  to  deprive,  that  Canon,  pro- 
fessing to  take  away  the  power  of  the 
Chancellors  to  deprive,  was  invalid  and 
good  for  nothing.  Let  me  call  your 
Lordships'  attention  a  little  more  to 
Archbishop  Magee's  great  speech,  as 
the  most  rev.  Prelate  rightly  called  it, 
which  was  mainly  directed  to  this  very 
question  of  deprivation.  It  is  true* 
as  the  most  rev.  Prelate  says,  that  hfr 
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give  both  reasons :  both  that    it    was 
making  too  much  of  the  Bishop,  and 
also   too    little.      But  that  is  not  a 
dilemma,   as  the    most    rev.    Prelate 
Imagines,   but  a  cumulation.      Arch- 
bishop Magee  said,  in  substance,  "  I 
resent  the  idea  of  being  ordered  to  come 
into  Court   (and  I  remember  that  he 
Med  these  words)  as  the  executioner 
01  crier  of   a    Court  to   proclaim   a 
judgment  which  I  may  differ  from.     1 
•ball  have  read    the    proceedings    in 
whatever  Court  has  ordered  the  man  to 
be   deprived.      The  Chancellor,   who 
may  have  proceeded  under  the  rules  of 
procedure  which  are  to  be  made,  or  the 
Civil  Court,  may  have  decreed  the  depri- 
vation ;  but  I  may  think  that  the  man 
Ought  not  to  be  deprived.     Am  I  to 
come  in,  thinking  all  that,  and,  as  amere 
machine,  a  mere  crier  of  the  Court,  to 
declare  him  deprived  when  I  think  he 
ought  not    to  be  ?    That  was  Arch- 
bishop  Magee's  argument,  not  mine, 
though!  had  helped  him  with  the  legal 
history ;    and   it  seems  to  me  a  very 
d  one.     But  I  will  carry  it  a  little 
her.  Supposing  any  Bishop  says,  on 
high    spiritual    grounds,    "I     do    not 
choose  to  be  ordered  by  the  State  to  do 
this  and  that,  which  is  no  part  of  my 
regular  spiritual  duty,"  he  would   be 
doing    a    thing  which  would  be  most 
popular  with  the  High  Church  Party, 
who  have  got  up  all  this  opposition. 
They  are   fond   of   saying,   "Oh,  we 
would    obey  the  Bishops  if  they  were 
free,    but    they     are    bound    to    act 
tinder  the  State  law ;  and  we  decline  to 
recognise  that."     It  is  easy  enough  to 
say  that    no   Bishop    would    dare  to 
retain  a  convicted  clergyman.    But  he 
may  think  it  a  case  for  suspension  and 
not  deprivation,  and  then  what  are  you 
to  do?     Are  we  to  have  Bishops  man- 
(amused  and  sent  to   prison  if  they 
will  not  obey  ?    Everybody  knows  that 
lill  be  impracticable.     Then  there  was 
mother  point  that  Archbishop  Magee 
took,  which  I  confess  had  not  occurred 
to  me,  though  I  see  no  answer  to  it.  He 
■aid,  "  How  is  deprivation  more  of  an 

ropal  or  spiritual  act  than  suspen- 
?  A  man  can  be  suspended  by  the 
Chancellor  for  five  or  ten  years,  or 
lay  time.  What  is  the  spiritual 
difference  between  that  and  depriva- 
tion?" Nobody  in  his  lower  House 
of  Convocation,  which   voted   against 
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him,  could  answer  that  question.  The 
fact  is,  my  Lords,  that'  this  demand  is 
only  made  as  a  first  step  towards. 
getting  more  ;  and  the  sort  of  things 
that  are  wanted  more  we  have 
the  means  of  knowing  ;  because  a 
body  of  great  importance,  called 
the  English  Church  Union,  which  seems 
to  me  to  play  very  much  the  part  of 
another  very  important  Body  at  Rome 
— namely,  the  Jesuits, — I  do  not  mean 
to  call  Church  Unionists  Jesuits  in  the 
popular  sense ;  but  it  is  said  that  the 
Jesuits  are  more  powerful  than  the  Pope ; 
and  it  is  quite  plain  that  the  English 
Church  Union  are  more  powerful  than 
the  Bishops  and  can  frighten  them- 
yes,  can  frighten  them  into  accepting 
things  which  they  would  never  have 
done  voluntarily,  and  which  they  never 
thought  of  a  year  ago,  or  rather  which 
they  all  agreed  against.  Just  let  me 
tell  your  Lordships  one  or  two  of  the 
things  that  this  important  Body,  which, 
by-the-bye,  I  see  boasts  of  having  25 
members  of  the  Episcopate,  not  all 
English,  I  suppose,  but  still  I  believe' 
some. 

The  Abchbishop  of  CANTER- 
BURY :  There  is  not  one. 

Lobd  GRIMTHOBPE :  I  am  glad 
to  bear  that ;  I  know  there  was  one. 

The  Archbishop  of  CANTER- 
BURY :  He  went  out  of  it. 

Lord  GRIMTHOBPE :  It  is  a  very 
powerful  Body  nevertheless.  What  have 
they  proclaimed  to  mankind  lately  ?' 
"The  power  to  govern  the  Church,"' 
they  say,  in  a  published  series  of  IS 
resolutions, 

"  resides  by  succession  in  the  Episcopate  act- 
ing synodicatly,  Mid  in  other  canonical  manner, 
and  in  the  Episcopate  alone." 

What  is  the  power  that  they  say 
belongs  to  the  Bishops  and  to  them 
alone? 

"  This  power  is  not  limited  to  doctrine,  but 
embraces  positive  discipline."  "  The  Church, 
by  its  own  Inherent  authority,  baa  power  U> 
make  laws,  to  administer  laws,  and  to  enforce 
the  observance  of  its  laws  in  the  sairitoat 
domain:  in  other  words,  it  possesses  legisla- 
tive, eiecuti»e,  and  judicial  powers." 

Then  they  say — 

"  The  law  administered  is  the  Canon  Law." 
Canon  Law  is  Roman  Law,  composed' 
of  the  decrees  of  Popes,  which  have- 
been  declared  over  and  over  again  not. 
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to  be  the  Ecclesiastical  Law  of  Eng- 
land.    Then  they  go  on  to  say — 

'■Procedure,  legislative  and  judicial,  is  ex- 
press!* provided  for  by  the  Canon  Law  ;  " 
that  is  to  say,  not  by  Parliament,  but 
by  the  Canon  Law,  which  is  nothing 
at  all.  Then  your  Lordships  will  be 
interested  to  know  perhaps  how  much 
rights  you  have  as  the  State — 

"  The  State  being  jure  divino  the  guardian 
■of  civil  rights  is  by  consequence  bound,  upr 
complain*  -  ■  ■ 
What? 


That  is,  if  the  clerk  is  not  satisfied  with 
the  decree  of  the  Chancellor,  or  the 
Bishop  it  may  be,  he  may  go  to  the 
Civil  Court ;  but  if  it  is  the  other  way 
the  party  on  the  other  side  may  not 
appeal ;  which  is  flatly  contrary  to  one 
of  the  fundamental  Acts  of  the  Re- 
formation.    Then  further  they  say — 

"The  Statute  Law  touching  ecclesiastical 
matters  is  '  mere  temporal '  " 

(a  piece  of  bad  English  that  they  have 
copied  from  some  ecclesiastical  source) 
"and  consists  only  of  rules  laid  down  by  the 
State  for  the  conduct  of  the  civil  power  in 
dealing  with  such  temporal  rights  as  come  In 
contact  with  spiritual  duties.  Any  so-called 
Ecclesiastical  Court " 

(that  is  to  say,  the  Diocesan  Court  which 
this  Bill,  like  former  Acts,  purposes  to 
authorise  to  do  certain  things) 
"consituted  by  Act  of  Parliament  only, 
possesses  no  spiritual  jurisdiction,  and,  oottse- 
ouently,  all  its  proceedings  are  spiritually  null 

Your  Lordships  will  remember  that 
everything  the  Ecclesiastical  'Court  may 
do  under  this  Bill  will  be  done  under 
the  State ;  and  therefore  it  is  expressly 
•denouneed  by  this  English  Church 
Union.  Then  there  is  a  paragraph 
dealing  with  the  particular  thing  in  this 
Bill  that  they  have  been  raving  at,  I 
may  say,  ever  since  your  Lordships 
passed  the  Bill  last  year. 


that  is  to  say,  all  the  laws  of  England 
that  I  have  been  reading  to  you  are 
wrong  and  impudent  aggressions  on 
the  Spiritualty,  as  they  call  themselves. 
Then  tbey  Bay — 

"No  provision  for  ipso  facto  voidance  of  an 
-office  or  benefice  can  operate  without  the 
declaratory  sentence  of  the  Bishop  in  the 
Spiritual  Court." 
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That  is  to  say,  that  all  that  multitude  of 
enactments  that  I  hare  read  to  you  are 
ultra  vires  and  good  for  nothing.     And 
then  finally — 
'Any  scheme  for  the  alteration  01 


be  embodied  in  Canons  enacted  by 
tion,  and  each  action  of  Conw>cetii 
precede  any  Parliamentary  -  - 
give  olfil  sanction  to  the  Cai 

Now  it  is  very  easy,  my  Lords,  to  say 
that  such  things  as  those  are  only  ridi- 
culous, and  that  everybody  laughs  at 
them.  What  do  they  care  about  their 
being  ridiculous  if  they  get  their  way  ? 
It  reminds  one  of  the  famous  saying  in 
one  of  Thackeray's  books:  "What 
does  it  matter  being  called  obtrusive 
provided  only  you  obtrude?"  That 
is  what  these  people  want.  They  do 
not  care  what  they  are  called,  if  they 
can  get  their  own  way.  Bat,  if  any- 
body is  inclined  to  treat  the  English 
Church  Union  with  ridicule— which  I 
quite  agree  it  deserves,  while  it  deserves 
something  more — there  is  something 
else  that  can  hardly  be  ridiculed.  I  have 
had  a  publication  sent  to  me — issued 
and  signed  by  himself — a  declaration  by 
one  of  the  oldest  Bishops,  a  man  who 
has  hitherto  passed  for  a  man  of  sense, 
but  who  has  got  frightened ;  he  has  been 
making  a  sort  of  manifesto  or 
declaration  to  his  diocese,  from  which  I 
must  read  your  Lordships  a  few  words, 
to  show  that  it  is  not  only  the  English 
Church  Union  that  says  things  of 
this  kind,  but  some  of  the  Bishops 
are  frightened  into  adopting  them : 

"  Nor  do  I  hesitate  to  agree  with  the  prin- 
ciple that  Resolutions  of  Convocation,  ex- 
pressive of  approval  of  a  Bill  in  T*iillsia— i  est 
the  subject  of  Church  Discipline,  cannot  jsivn 
real  spiritual  authority  to  such  a  Bill  3  ft 
becomes  law.  If  we  are  to  adhere  to  tssl 
Church  lines,  Canons  proscribing  the  ens 
course  of  procedure  must  be  enacted  by  Con- 
vocation, and  Parliamentary  sanation  te  cash 
Canons  subsequently  obtained  " ; 

in  other  words,  he  has  exactly  adopted 
one  of  the  resolutions  that  I  read  to 
you  of  the  English  Church  Union. 
What  comes  next  is  worth  attending 
to  for  another  reason ;  it  shows  that 
all  the  Bishops,  at  any  rate,  do  not 
feel  so  strongly  the  immediate  necessity 
for  this  Bill  as  the  most  rev.  Prelate' 
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s      tilings, 
f    tetfceo 


I  read  aa  far  as  that,  and 

know  how  he  was  going  to  answer  that 

point.    This  is  the  way — 

k  Still  principle*  are  principles  " — 
with  which  I  thoroughly  agree,  and  it 
N  a  principle  of  the  Constitution  of 
England,  and  has  been  ever  since  the 
Reformation,  that  neither  the  Convo- 
cations nor  any  clerical  body  whatever 
have  any  power  to  meddle  with  these 
tilings.     Then  he  ends  by  saying — 

hope  then  in  this  nutter  we  shall  keep 
i  old  highway ." 
My  Lords,  I  venture  to  ask  this  ques- 
tion: Is  a  Bishop  justified  in  telling 
more  ignorant  people  than  himself— I 
mean  his  clergy,  who  naturally  take  the 
law  from  him — that  such  and  such 
things  are  principles  of  the  law  of  Eng- 
land, and  that  those  things  are  the  old 
highway,  when  he  could  not  walk  three 
ir-ches  along  the  old  highway  in  com- 
pany with  any  lawyer,  or  law  book,  with- 
out seeing  that  every  word  he  had  been 
raying  was  wrong  ?  He  might  just  as 
well  say  that  he  had  been  into  the 
street     and     performed 


as  it  was  passed  last  year.  In  Canter- 
bury alone,  I  think,  the  Chancellor  is 
nol  the  Vicar  General.  Your  Lordships 
may  think  that  that  is  peculiar  to 
Canterbury  diocese ;  but  I  can  show 
you  in  five  minutes  that  it  is  not.  first 
of  all  I  look — and,  surely,  any  Bishop 
might  look — at  such  common  books  as 
Phillimore's  Ecclesiastical  Law,  or 
Stephens's ;  and  there  they  will  find 
that  it  is  part  of  the  duty  of  the  Vicar 
General  to  grant  institutions;  they  will 
find  a  decision  as  long  ago  as  the  reign 
of  Charles  I  that  an  institution  by  the 
Chancellor  of  St.  David's,  even  with 
the  wrong  seal,  was  good :  no  Bishop 
invoked ;  and,  what  is  more,  no 
complaint  made,  by  a  man  who 
clearly  wanted  to  get  rid  of  the 
institution,  that  the  whole  proceed- 
ing was  irregular  because  the  Bishop 
himself  had  not  done  it.  But  I  can 
tell  you  something  more  ;  because,  by 
good  luck,  the  patents  of  all  the 
Chancellors  and  Vicars  General 
were  printed  by  the  Ecclesiastical 
Courts  Commission ;  and  I  find 
that  in  no  lees  than  six  dioceses,  and. 


One  statement  would  be  no  more  j  as  it  happens,  three  in  each  province, 
true  and  no  less  true  than  the  i  Canterbury,  London,  Durham,  Carlisle, 
other.  Yet  this  is  the  way  in  which,  Worcester,  Chester,  the  patents  of  the 
~     said,     the    English    Church    Vicars  General  expressly  recognise — I 


Union  frightens  even  Bishops  into  say- 
inn;  exactly  what  they  want  them  to  say. 


say  "  expressly  "  for  a  reason  that  I  will 
presently — the  duty  of  the  Vicar 


They  know  it  will  be  applauded  by  the  General  to  grant  institutions    if 

dominant  party  of  the  clergy,  and  take  J  Bishop  does  not  want  to  do  it  himself. 

|  their  chance  0/  its  veracity  being  ques-  But  the  notion  now  is  that  the  Vicar 

My  Lords,  I  will  not  trouble  General  is  incompetent  to  do  it  1    I  say 

I  you  with  anything  more  of  that  kind,  '  that  every  law  book  you  can  read  says 

I  though  I  could.      But  the  most  rev.  he    is  competent    to    do   it ;    and    I 

I  Prelate,  and  a  great  many  other  people,  say  further  that  in  the  diocese  of  Can- 

I  he  says,  on  both  sides  in  the  Church,  are  terbury  the  Archbishop  generally  does 

I  impressed  with  this:  that,  inasmuch  as  not  do  it,  and   in    the  other  dioceses 

■  the  institution  to  a  living  must  be  done  it  is  entirely  optional  with  the  Bishop 

I  by  the  Bishop,  it  is  at  any  rate  logical,  whether  he  will  do  it  or  not.    In  some 

I  though  it  is  not  the  law  of  England,  of  the  other  patents  it  is  left  open ;  that 

I  that  deprivation  must  be  done  by  the  is  to  say,  the  powers  and  duties  of  the 

Bishop.  But  does  the  most  rev.  Prelate  Vicar  General  are  declared  to  be  what 

Daily  think  it   is   the  law  of  England  they  have  been  in  the  time  of  their  pre- 

that  institution  must  be  done  by  the  decessors  ;  and,  inasmuch  as  you  cannoi 

iBiihop?     I  do  not  know  whether 


decessors  ;  and,  inasmuch  as  you  cannot 
have  two  laws  about  the  same  ancient 
I  kja  altered  the  practice  in  the  diocese  office,  you  must  look  and  find  what  the 
I  of  Canterbury — I  have  not  looked  at  it  old  law  was,  and  then,  whatever  the 
I  lately ; — but  I  have  often  read  in  the  Bishop  may  do  or  say  in  a  particular 
I  Mara  that  the  Vicar  General  of  Can-  I  place,  the  Vicar  General  has  the  old 
I  tarbury  had  been  admitting  persons  to  power ;  he  is  the  judicial  officer  ;  he 
I  tbair  benefices;  and  he  is  the  very  comes  under  the  Acts  which  transferred 
who,  in  most  dioceses,  would  all  spiritual  jurisdiction  to  the  Crown ; 
if  the  Bill   were  carried    and  the  Bishop  has  no  more  power  to 
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diminish  his  duties  or  his  rights  than 
he  has  to  increase  them.  Therefore, 
although  some  of  the  patents,  in  evi- 
dently modern  words,  except  the  power 
of  institution,  I  say  that  the 
whole  of  this  allegation  is  founded 
upon  a  mistake.  It  is  an  entire 
mistake  to  suppose  that  institution 
to  a  living  cannot  be  given  by  any- 
body but  a  Bishop.  In  the  case  of  a 
donative  (and  nobody  knows  how  many 
they  are)  the  Bishop  does  nothing. 
Moreover,  my  Lords,  I  can  tell  you  a 
fact  that  will  astonish  many  of  you- 
Your  Lordships  probably,  most  of  you, 
are  under  the  impression  that  a  man  is 
made  a  Bishop  of  a  See  by  the  Archbishop 
of  the  Province.  He  is  not.  I  ought  to 
know,  because  I  have  had  to  read  the 
Queen's  mandate  at  a  good  many  con- 
secrations. The  Archbishop  is  not 
ordered  to  consecrate  him  Bishop  of  any 
See  ;  he  is  ordered  to  consecrate  him  a 
Bishop.  If  he  is  translated  from  one 
See  to  another,  or  from  no  See  at  all 
to  a  Diocesan  See  in  England,  that  is  done 
entirely  by  the  Crown :  either  by  letters 
patent  in  the  case  of  the  new  Bishop- 
rics where  there  are  no  Deans  and 
Chapters ;  or,  if  there  is  an  election  by 
the  Dean  and  Chapter,  it  is  done,  as  you 
know,  under  Conge  $  elite;  but  further 
(which  perhaps  everybody  does  not 
know)  if  there  is  any  mistake,  or  neglect, 
in  obeying  the  Conge  d'elire,  the  Crown 
can  do  it  at  once  by  letters  patent.  It 
is  only  the  Crown  therefore  that  gives 
any  episcopal  jurisdiction  at  all.  If 
that  is  the  case  in  regard  to  Bishops, 
it  is  surely  asking  us  to  swallow  a  good 
deal  to  ask  us  to  believe  that  the 
personal  intervention  of  the  Bishop  is 
necessary  for  institution.  And  so  ends 
the  whole  of  this  claim,  which 
is  notoriously  and  obviously  put 
forward  by  the  High  Church  party, 
and  is  totally  unfounded.  I  alluded 
a  little  time  ago  to  a  much  higher 
authority  than  myself  upon  the  question 
of  the  rights  of  the  two  Convocations 
to  interfere  in  matters  of  this  kind, 
except  by  petitions  to  Parliament,  like 
anybody  else.  I  find  that  my  noble 
and  learned  Friend  opposite  me 
(the  Earl  of  Selborne)  in  1874, 
and  I  think  again  in  1881,  said  (con- 
firming Archbishop  Tait) : — 

"  I  am  not  aware  of  any  single  occasion  on 
which  any  Statute  of  the  Realm  has  been  passed 
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on  Ecclesiastical  Courts  or  their  procedure, 
when  there  has  been  any  concurrent  action 
of  Convocation." 

My  noble  and  learned  Friend  also  used 
lately,   in  an  important,  though  not 
exactly  legal,  body  called  the  House  of 
Laymen,  of  which  he  is  Vice-Chair- 
man,     some     very    strong    language 
about  that  very  thing  that  I  have  been 
speaking    of    a    little    time    ago-— the 
English  Church   Union    resolutions — 
however,    I    will    not    at    this    time 
of     day     stop     to     quote    it.      My 
noble    and    learned  Friend   is    herer 
and    he    will    recognise    that  I  am 
correct.  My  Lords,  not  only  he,  but  on 
more  than  one  occasion  Lord  Cairns 
expressed   very    strong  views  against 
any  recognition  of  Convocation,  except 
in    the    one    case    in  which    I  agree 
that  they  ought  to  be    recognised — 
namely,  the  alteration  of  the  services. 
When  the  Shortened  Services  Act,  as 
it  is  popularly  called,  was  passed,  it 
was  expressly  referred  by  Her  Majesty 
to  Convocation — not  to  vote  upon  as  a. 
legislative  body,  but  to  report,  as  had 
been  previously    done     by    a   Boyal 
Commission.    I  do  not  question  in  the 
least    the    right    of    Convocation    to 
petition  either  House  of  Parliament, 
or   to  report  to  Her  Majesty  when 
she    desires    them    to    do    so.     But 
I  do  entirely  protest   (to  use  my  noble 
and  learned  Friends'  language  in  sub- 
stance) against  their  claiming  any  right 
to    intervene    in    legislation.      But, 
my  Lords,  I  must  also  mention  another 
person — not  perhaps  of  so  great  legal 
weight    as    my    noble    and    learned 
Friend,   but  of   greater  weight   from 
other  points  of  view — I  mean  the  noble 
Marquess  below  me  (the  Marquess  of 
Salisbury).     In   1874,  on  the    Public 
Worship    Act,    Convocation    and  the    I 
clergy  generally  protested  against  any   I 
interference  by  Parliament  in  far  larger 
numbers    than    they    have    done  at 
present.     So  they  did  on  the  Burials 
Bill     of    1880—16,000     of     them, 
besides    the  Convocations,    protested, 
and    you     may     see     some    of   the 
threatening    letters,    as    I    may   call 
them,  which  Archbishop  Tait  received* 
in  his  Life,  which    I   suppose]  many 
of  us  have  been  reading  lately.    What- 
said  the  noble  Marquess  in  1874?— and 
this  is  specially  noticed,  I  see,  in  Arch- 
bishop  Tait's  Life.     He  said:  "The. 


1737        Clergy  Discipline  {3  March,  1892}         (Immorality)  Bill.        1738 


daim    of   Convocation "  (to   interfere 
irfth  a  Bill  of  that  kind)  "  is  entirely 
new " ;     and    either     tnen,     or      on 
another  occasion  (for  I  cannot    quite 
make    oat    from    the   hook  which  it 
ma)    he     said,    "  I    protest    against 
1he    competency    of    Parliament     to 
«deal    with    Clergy    Discipline    being 
•denied."    How    could    you    have    a 
stronger      declaration      against     the 
interference     of     Convocation     than 
"those  of  Lord  Cairns,  of  my  noble  and 
learned  Friend  opposite,  and  I  must  add, 
of  the  noble  Marquess  ?   Yet  the  strange 
thing  is  that,  after  all  that,  it  is  Her 
Majesty's     Government     who     have 
taken  upon  them  to  alter  your  Lord- 
-ships'  decision  of  last  year,  in  which  they 
concurred,  and  some  of  them  actively, 
and  to  say,  practically,  to  the  laity  of 
England,  "  You  shall  not  have  a  Clergy 
Discipline  Act  unless  you  will  consent 
to  alter  the  law  of  England,  and  let 
the  Bishop  be  the  person  to  declare,  or 
refuse  to  declare,  a  living  vacant  after 
the  incumbent  has  been  convicted  and 
-sentenced."      My  Lords,   I  shall  not 
trouble  myself  to  move  Amendments  to 
this  Bill.     If   Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
.  ment  choose  to  go  to  the  country  with 
this  declaration    that   the   Protestant 
Church  laity  of  England  shall  not  get 
rid  of  bad  clergymen  without  consenting 
to  this  first  step  in  clerical  aggression, 
that  is  their  look-out,  and  not  mine. 
•The  Eabl  op    SELBOENE :     My 
Lords,  my  noble  and  learned  Friend, 
in    the    speech    which     he    has    just 
addressed  to  your  Lordships,  has  gone 
into  topics  of  very  wide  range,  of  which 
I  should  be  the  last  to  deny  the  im- 
portance.    He  has  said  many  things 
With  which  I  agree,  and  some  things 
with    which     perhaps     I     may    not 
tgree ;  but  I  do  not  think  it  necessary 
cm  this  occasion  to  define  either  the 
limits  of  my'agreement  with  him  or  the 
points    upon     which     I     may     not 
**gree ;  because  it  really  does  seem  to 
tne  that  nearly  the  whole  of  my  noble 
ted    learned     Friend's    speech    was 
Dot  strictly  relevant  to  the  Bill  which 
ia  now  before  your  Lordships.     (Hear, 
heea.)    Certainly,  if    your    Lordships 
«?er  nad  occasion  to  consider  the  pre- 
tensions advanced  by  the  body,  which 
Sias  no  public  authority,  to  which  my 
noble  and  learned  Friend  has  referred, 
^and  whose  recent  manifesto  he  went 


into  in  some  detail,  I  am  afraid  that 
with  all  the  respect  which  I  feel  for 
some  members  of  that  body,  I  should 
be  found  very  much  in  agreement  with 
my  noble  and  learned  Friend  as  to 
those  pretensions.  (Hear,  hear.)  But 
I  do  not  think  there  is  anything 
in  this  Bill  which  gives  encourage- 
ment to  those  pretensions,  or  which 
those  who  advance  them  could  claim 
as  originating  with  them — I  am 
totally  unable  to  find  anything  of  that 
kind.  The  words  of  this  Bill, 
upon  which  my  noble  and  learned 
Friend  has  thought  it  necessary 
to  make  the  interesting  and  large  com- 
ments which  your  Lordships  have 
heard,  are  simply  these : — That  when  a 
temporal  Court  has  pronounced  a 
certain  sentence  in  cases  which  the 
Act  defines,  the  preferment,  if  any, 
held  by  the  clergyman  should,  without 
further  trial,  be  declared  by  the  Bishop 
to  be  vacant,  as  from  the  date  at 
which  the  conviction  becomes  con- 
clusive. Now  there  are  two  classes 
of  cases  dealt  with  uno  fiatu  by 
these  words.  One,  as  my  noble  and 
learned  Friend  has  said,  has  been  the 
subject  of  legislation  already  by  the 
Treason  and  Felony  Act  of  1870,  which 
Act  declares  the  benefice  of  a  clergy- 
man convicted  of  treason  or  felony  to 
be  actually  void ;  and,  notwithstanding 
what  has  fallen  from  the  noble  and 
learned  Lord,  I  must  declare  my 
agreement  with  the  most  rev.  Pre- 
late, who  said  that  there  is  nothing  in 
this  Bill  which,  if  it  passes  into  law, 
will  repeal  a  syllable  which  is  in  that 
Act;  if  this  Bill  should  pass  into 
law,  in  the  exact  form  in  which 
it  is  now  before  the  House,  the 
effect  of  the  Act  of  1870  will  continue 
to  be  what  it  is  now, — namely,  to 
make  the  benefice  ipso  facto  vacant 
upon  convictiQn  of  treason  or  felony; 
and  that  being  so,  I  am  unable  to 
see  what  there  is  inconsistent  with 
that  Act  in  saying  that  upon  that 
state  of  things  arising  the  Bishop  shall 
declare  the  benefice  to  be  vacant.  The 
law  says  it  is  vacated,  and  what  incon- 
sistency with  that  law  there  can  be  in 
saying  that  the  Bishop  shall  declare 
it  to  be  vacant,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  under- 
stand ;  and  I  can  well  believe  that,  not 
merely  upon  those  somewhat  imagina- 
tive grounds  to  which  my  noble  and 
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learned  Friend  has  referred,  and  which 
may  open,  as  it  seems  to  me,  a  very 
unnecessary  field  of  controversy,  but 
independently   of   those  grounds,  and 
for    very  plain,  simple,  and   practical 
reasons,  it  may  be  a  proper,  and  in 
some    cases    a    very   desirable   thing, 
that     the     Bishop     should     declare 
a    living    to     be    vacant    which    the 
law  has  already    made    vacant    in    a 
certain    state    of    circumstances.     In 
cases    of    treason    or    felony,    in    all 
probability  the  matter  may  have  some 
notoriety ;  in  the  other  class  of  cases 
with  which  this  Act  proposes  for  the 
first    time    to    deal,   namely,    misde- 
meanours, it  may,  or  may  not  be  so ; 
but  anyhow,  it  seems  desirable  that  the 
vacancy  should  be  formally  and  officially 
declared  and  recorded.     Whether  the 
importance  of  this,  from  any  point  of 
view,    is    greater    or    less,  if  anyone 
thinks    it,    for  practical   or  even   for 
sentimental  reasons,  to  be  desirable  that 
the  Bishop  should  make  a  declaration 
in  conformity  with  the  law  and  with 
the  policy  of  the  law,   what  there  can 
be  in  that  to  rouse  a  storm  of  specula- 
tive objections  I  cannot  conceive.     If 
it  pleases  anyone  I  am  content  to  do  it 
for  the  sake  of  removing  a  difficulty,  for 
the  sake  of  removing  opposition,  for 
the  sake,  it  may  be,  of  satisfying  even 
scruples  with  which  I   do  not  agree. 
If  that  in  any  quarter  will  tend  to  con- 
ciliate men's  minds  and  remove  oppo- 
sition to  a  measure,  which  all  agree  to 
be  in  substance  necessary  and  desirable, 
for  my  part  I  sincerely  hope  that  such 
degree  of  consideration,  even  for  men's 
weaknesses,  will  not  appear  to  Parlia- 
ment   to    be   a    compromise    of    any 
principle. 

The  Archbishop  of  YORK :  My 
Lords,  there  is  at  least  one  satisfaction 
to  be  found  in  the  speech  of  the  noble 
and  learned  Lord  (Lord  Grimthorpe) — 
that  he  has  certainly  found  out  in  the 
Bill  every  little  weakness  that  it  can 
possible  have,  and  that  you  have  before 
you  the  whole  indictment  that  can  be 
possibly  brought  against  it.  I  cannot 
help  feeling  that  it  was  very  unfortunate 
that  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  was 
not  consulted  about  this  particular 
clause,  or  that  he  had  no  share  in  fram- 
ing it.  Those  who  had  that  respon- 
sibility would  have  been  able  then  to 
deal  with  and  weigh  his  objections  before 
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the  matter  came  into  Parliament.    But 
after  what  has  been  said  by  the  noble 
and  learned  Lord  who  has  just  spoken, 
I    do    not    think    that    any     of     us 
who     are    not     lawyers,     at     least, 
can      attach      very      grave      import- 
ance   to    the    tremendous    difficulties 
which  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  has 
found  in  this  Bill.    For  in  the  greater 
part  of  the  noble  and  learned  Lord's 
speech  he  was  not  discussing  the  Bill 
at  all ;  he  was  discussing  the  utterances 
of  an  utterly  irresponsible  body,  and 
not  dealing  with  the  provisions  con- 
tained in  the  words  of  the  Bill  itself ; 
and,  in  so  doing,  I  think  he  has  obscured 
the  real  points  at  issue,   and    made 
difficulties  to  arise  from  the  utterances 
of  that  society,  which  have  not  their 
origin  in  the  Bill  itself.     My  Lords,  it 
is  not  my  part  to  follow  the  noble  and 
learned  Lord  in  a  discussion  of  all  the 
enactments  of  past  times  which  have 
dealt  with  this  subject  or  with  cognate 
subjects  ;    but  yet  I  could  not  help 
being  struck  by  the    fact,    when    he 
made  a  complaint  against  the  powers 
given  to  this  Rule  Committee  in  matters 
of  procedure,  that  he  at  least  ought  to 
have  remembered  that  in  the  Act  of 
the  38th  &  39th  Vict.,  which  consti- 
tuted the    Supreme    Court    of   Judi- 
cature, the  very  word  "  procedure  "  is 
used    in    connection    with    the   rules 
which  were  to  be  drawn  up  by  that 
Committee,  and  they  were  not  enacted 
in  the  Act  itself.    Further  than  this, 
the  noble  and  learned  Lord  spoke  of 
institution  as  a  matter  belonging  really 
to  the  Vicar  General,  and  he  went  into 
very  learned  arguments  to  prove  that 
it  is  so ;  but  I  should  like  the  noble 
and  learned  Lord  to  tell  us  whether 
any  Vicar  General  could  institute  where 
there  was  no  Bishop,  or  where  there 
was  nobody  holding  the  position  of  the 
Bishop  during  the  vacancy  of  the  See. 
Is  not  the  Vicar  General  in  every  case- 
acting  for  the  Bishop,  and  is  it  not  the 
Bishop  who  institutes  ?    Qui  facit  per 
alium  facit  per  se.     As    regards  the 
matter    of    the     intervention   of  th* 
Bishop,  with    which    the    noble  and 
learned  Lord  finds  so  much  objection, 
he    must    remember    that    from  our 
point  of  view,  whatever  it  may  be  from 
the    point    of  view    from    which  fat 
regards     it,     the     preferment    of   * 
parochial   clergyman   consists  of  two 
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parts :  it  involves  the  freehold  that  he 
possesses  during  the  time  he  holds  his 
office,  but  it  involves  also  a  spiritual 
dement,  which  we  call  the  cure  of  souls. 
Now,  I  hold  that  no  Civil  Court  either 
does  or  would  wish  or  profess  to  affect 
{he  spiritual  cure  of  souls,  but  it  claims, 
and  rightly  claims,  the  power  to  deprive 
of  the  preferment.     As  the  noble  and 
learned  Lord  has  pointed  out,  the  pre- 
ferment is  vacant  whether  the  Bishop 
declares  it  or  not ;   but  the  Bishop  de- 
sires   to    have    the    privilege,    which 
belongs  to  his  office,  of  declaring  the 
oore  of  souls  to  be  vacant,  and  of  re- 
lieving the  clergyman  of  that  tremen- 
dous spiritual  responsibility  which  the 
Bishop  committed  to  him  on  the  day  of 
his  institution.    As  regards  this  institu- 
tion, I  do  not  know  into  what  dioceses 
or  what  histories  the  noble  and  learned 
Lord  has  looked,  or  what  acquaintance 
he  has  with  the  practice  of  the  present 

day 

Lord  GEIMTHORPE  :  I  said  I  had 
looked  into  the  report  of  the  Ecclesias- 
tical Courts  Commission. 

The    Abchbishop   op    YORK:     I 
oan  only  say  that  during  the  14  years 
of  my  own  episcopate  I  have,  in  every 
instance,  excepting  when  I  have  been 
absolutely  prevented  by  circumstances, 
instituted  the  clergyman  myself,  and 
have    never    once    asked    the    Vicar 
General  to  do  it ;    and  I  propose  to 
carry  on  that  practice  to  the  end  of  my 
episcopate,  unless  the  noble  and  learned 
Lord  can  convince  me,  which  he  has 
not  yet  done,  that  I  am  wrong  in  so 
floing.     What  then  the  Bishop  desires, 
ind  what  in    the    Bill  we   are  very 
thankful  to  find  he  is  permitted  to  do, 
k  to  pronounce  a  clergyman  incapable 
of  handling  a  cure  of  souls  if  the  Civil 
Court  has  deprived  him  of  his  prefer- 
ment,    and     the     freehold     involved 
in  it.    And  is    there  nothing  similar 
k>  this,    my    Lords,    in    other    pro- 
fessions,    if     I    may     so    speak     of 
toy   own    calling?     Does    the    noble 
tad  learned  Lord  not  know  anything  of 
ibbarring?    Is  it  not  the  case  that  for 
Oertain  offences,  for  which  a  lawyer  is 
convicted  by  a  Civil  Court,  after  such 
conviction  the  legal  authorities  proceed 
to  disbar  that  lawyer  or  to  strike  him 
Off  the  rolls? 

Lord   GRIMTHORPE :  It  is  mere 
Surplusage. 


The  Archbishop  of  YORK:  It 
may  be  mere  surplusage,  but  it  is  what 
takes  place ;  and,  if  it  takes  place  in  the 
profession  to  which  the  noble  and 
learned  Lord  belongs,  surely  it  is  not  a 
very  unreasonable  desire  upon  the  part  ' 
of  a  Bishop  ?  The  noble  and  learned 
Lord  suggests  that  possibly  the  Bishop 
might  refuse  to  do  this.  What  would 
be  the  circumstances?  The  living  is 
vacant,  whether  he  refuses  or  agrees. 

Lord  GRIMTHORPE  :  That  is  & 
mistake  ;  the  living  would  not  be  vacant 
under  the  Bill. 

The   Archbishop     op     YORK :     I 
will  not  argue  that  point  of  law  with  the- 
noble  and  learned  Lord ;  I  think  that 
other  lawyers  of  authority  differ  from 
him  on  that  point ;  but  in  any  case, 
supposing  the  Bishop  refused,  all  that 
he  could  do  would  be  to  deprive  himself 
of  one  of  the  privileges  and  prerogatives 
of  his  office ;  for  it  would  be  impossible 
for  him  to  retain  in  his  living  a  clergy- 
man who  had  been  found  guilty  of  any 
of  these  crimes,  and  the  living  would 
become  actually  vacant,  although  the 
words  do  not  remain  as  in  the  Bill  of 
last  year,  "ipso  facto  vacated"  by  the 
sentence  of  the  Court."     My  Lords,  I 
would  say  one  word  in  conclusion— not 
that  there  is  much  to  say  after  the 
exhaustive     speech     of      my      most 
rev.   Brother, — but  on    behalf  of  the 
northern  province  I  do  most  earnestly 
implore  your  Lordships  to  pass  this 
Bill,  and  to  pass  it  as  it  now  stands 
before  you.     I  do  not   mean  without 
some  modifications  of  detail — I  am  sure 
my  most  rev.  Brother  and  myself  are 
quite  willing  to  accept  such  modifica- 
tions if  they  are  likely  to  make  the  Bill 
more  practicable ;  for  what  we  want  is 
not  an  ideal  Bill, — we  want  something 
now,  and  we  do  not  get  ideals  just  at 
the  moment  when  we  want  them  ;  we 
want   something   that   will  work  and 
help  us  to  get  rid  of  these  few, these  very 
few  unworthy  clergymen  who  are  found 
in  our  body,  without  being  led  into  that 
interminable    delay    and    incalculable 
expense  which  has  attended  the  opera- 
tions of  the  law  in  such  things  in  the 
days  that  are  past. 

Lord  HERSCHELL :  My  Lords,  I 
desire,  in  saying  a  few  words  in  support 
of  this  Bill,  to  express  my  conviction 
that  this  measure  rests  upon  a  broad 
basis,  and  appealswidely  for  support  in 
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that  it  deals  with  a  matter  in  which 
not  alone  the  Church  of  England  is 
interested — because  that  ministers  of 
religion  should  be  enabled,  under  the 
existing  law,  to  remain  in  charge  of  a 
parish  or  a  living  when  they  have  been 
guilty  of  notorious  misconduct  and  ill 
living,  is  an  injury  to  religion  itself, 
no  matter  what  the  sect  or  denomina- 
tion. (Hear,  hear.)  Supposing  that 
you  have  a  man  of  this  sort  living  in  a 
parish,  in  charge  of  the  parish,  as 
representing  the  Church  of  England 
there,  can  anybody  doubt  that  his  very 
existence  there  will  be  a  stumbling 
block  in  the  way  of  every  minister  of 
religion  in  the  place?  The  Noncon- 
formist minister,  who  is  endeavouring 
to  bring  men  to  a  belief  in  the  truths  of 
religion,  or  to  enforce  upon  them  the 
morality  of  religion,  finds  the  existence 
of  such  a  person  living  in  the  midst  of 
those  whom  he  is  addressing  a  serious 
hindrance  to  his  work.  Therefore,  it 
seems  to  me  that  it  is  a  mischievous  and 
evil  thing,  far  beyond  the  bounds  of  the 
Church  itself,  that  such  a  state  of 
things  should  exist,  and  that  there 
should  be  no  speedy  and  simple  means 
of  removing  it.  And,  my  Lords,  I 
would  go  further,  and  I  would  say  that, 
apart  even  from  questions  of  religion, 
it  is  a  mischievous  thing  as  regards 
the  interests  of  morality  itself,  because 
a  minister  of  religion  is  teaching  re- 
ligious truths  intimately  connected  and 
associated  with  moral  obligations ;  and 
can  any  one  suppose,  for  a  moment,  that, 
even  as  regards  mere  moral  influence, 
that  moral  influence  will  not  be 
diminished,  and  the  young  very  likely 
be  freed  from  restraints  which  other- 
wise they  might  be  led  to  regard,  on 
account  of  a  scandal  of  this  sort 
existing  in  a  particular  part  of  the 
country  ?  Therefore,  my  Lords,  it 
appears  to  me  that  there  are  grounds, 
quite  apart  from  any  grounds  of  the 
interest  of  the  Church  or  the  advantage 
to  the  Episcopate,  in  the  reduction  of 
the  expenses  of  prosecutions,  upon 
which  support  may  be  claimed  for  this 
Bill.  No  doubt,  my  Lords,  there  are 
those  who  are  opposed  to  a  measure  of 
this  description,  because  they  are 
opposed  to  the  existence  of  a  Church 
establishment,  and  thiik  that  there 
should  be  a  separatioi  between  the 
•Church  and  the  State;  but  I  would 

Lord  HerscJiell 


venture  to  suggest,  even  to  them,  that 
it  is  worthy  of  consideration  whether 
it  is  not  paying  too  high  a  price 
for  any  advantage  that  might  be  gained 
to  the  cause  which  they  have  at  heart, 
to  put  an  obstacle  m  the  way  of 
removing  a  scandal  of  this  description, 
which  is  injurious  to  religion  and 
morality.  I  am  quite  certain  that  if 
the  time  comes  for  the  Church  to  be 
disestablished,  its  disestablishment  will 
not  rest  upon  a  certain  number  of 
scandals  existing  in  different  parts  of 
the  country,  arising  from  an  immoral 
or  a  criminal  clergyman;  if  the  day 
should  come,  it  will  rest  upon  a  much 
broader  basis,  and  much  wider  con- 
siderations than  these ;  and  they  them- 
selves would  be  the  first  to  rest  it,  and 
they  do  rest  it  upon  such  broad  con- 
siderations. Therefore  I  trust  that 
there  may  be  a  disposition  to  regard 
this  measure  upon  its  merits,  as  one 
in  which  all  who  have  the  interests 
of  religion  and  morality  at  heart' may 
find  a  common  ground  for  the  purpose 
of  removing  an  evil  which  is  injurious 
and  mischievous  to  all.  Now,  my 
Lords,  with  regard  to  the  criticisms  of 
my  noble  and  learned  Friend  opposite, 
I  should  like  to  say  just  a  word  or  two. 
I  am  certainly  not  deeply  impressed 
with  the  views  which  have  found  ex- 
pression in  the  document  to  which  he 
has  alluded  ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  I 
must  frankly .  confess  that  I  am  not 
deeply  convinced  either  by  the  argu- 
ments which  my  noble  and  learned 
Friend  has  produced  as  to  the  evil 
which  would  be  done  by  yielding,  if 
there  be  a  yielding,  to  the  extent  con- 
tained in  this  Bill.  I  look  at  the  thing  j 
from  a  practical  point  of  view.  I  cannot  I 
see  myself  that  there  is  any  danger  in  / 
giving,  if  it  be  an  additional  power,  snob 
additional  power  to  the  Bishop  as  ii 
given  by  this  Bill.  What  is  it  ?  It  if 
only  to  say  that,  under  certain  circnm- 
stances,  in  the  case  of  particular  eon* 
victions,  the  Bishop  shall  declare  tb 
living  vacant.  Well,  my  Lords,  I  A 
not  think  that  a  duty  of  that  sort,  ant- 
ing under  the  provision  of  an  Act  of  the 
Legislature,  is  a  recognition  at  all,  o** 
tainly  not  of  any  serious  kind,  of  iflf 
such  principles  as  my  noble  and  leantfl 
Friend  suggested  are  involved  in  it.  BJt 
my  Lords,  I  think  there  may  be  redjj 
a  distinct  advantage  in  requiring  tfa* 
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declaration,  and  for  this  reason :  This 
Bill  extends  the  findings  of  temporal 
Courts,  which  are  in  effect  to  render 
the  living  vacant,  because  they  are  to 
lead  to  die  Bishop  declaring  it  so.  At 
present  that  exists  only  in  the  case  of 
treason  and  felony.  The  Bill  extends 
it  to  certain  serious  misdemeanours. 
Bat  the  more  you  extend  pro- 
visions of  that  description,  the  more 
possible  it  is  that  the  conviction  may 
not  be  a  matter  of  notoriety  to  every- 
body ;  and  there  does  seem  to  be  a 
distinct  advantage  in  requiring  of  some 
onea  public  declaration  which  shall  make 
it,  in  each  case,  a  matter  of  notoriety 
to  those  concerned  and  interested — 
amongst  others  to  the  patrons  of  livings — 
that  the  living  has  become  vacant ; 
because,  of  course,  the  living  becomes 
vacant  from  a  particular  time  ;  and  If 
it  becomes  so  merely  by  reason  of  the 
conviction,  the  right  of  the  patron 
would  accrue  at  that  time,  and  his 
right  might  lapse,  possibly,  without 
the  matter  being  brought  to  his  notice. 
Therefore  I  think  there  is  an  advantage 
m  the  provision  that  some  official 
should  make  a  public  declaration 
of  the  avoidance  of  the  preferment ; 
and  I  cannot  see  any  more  appropriate 
parson  than  the  Bishop  of  the  diocese. 
Therefore  there  seemsto  me  a  practical 
advantage  in  it  ;  and  I  do  not  feel 
myself  that,  whatever  view  one  may 
take  upon  the  question,  that  has  been  a 
apod  deal  discussed,  there  is  any  ad- 
of  which  anyone  need  be  afraid. 
1  would  only  suggest  to  the  most  rev. 
Relate  whether  it  might  not  be  de- 
arable  to  provide  that,  in  case  the 
Bishop  failed,  within  a  certain  time  to 
limited  (it  must  be  a  short  time)  to 
_  it,  it  should  be  done  by  the  Arch- 
■shop  or  the  Vicar  General — for  this 
Aason  :  that  it  is  certainly  a  thing 
Which  should  be  speedily  done.  You 
arightbaveacase,  where  the  Bishop  was 
iB,  and  not  in  a  condition  at  the 
Bane  to  make  the  declaration ; 
*nd,  therefore,  I  think  there  is  a 
Xiuon  for  making  a  provision  of  that 
•art,  which  would  probably  be  an 
additional  safeguard  gratifying  to  the 
and  learned  Lord  opposite,  and 
I  think,  be  an  improvement 
"tqxm  the  Measure  as  it  stands.  And, 
tiy  Lords,  I  would  only  say  this,  with 
-*sgard  to  the  apprehension  that  the 
VOL.  I.  [new  series.] 
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Bishops  might  refuse,  and  be  liable  to 
mandamus :  that  Bishops  are  liable  to 
mandamus  now  for  many  acts  that  they 
have  to  do.  In  fact,  cases  of  mandamus 
to  a  Bishop  are  within  one's  own  ex- 
perience. If  a  Bishop  refuses  to  in- 
stitute, when  he  is  bound  to,  he  may 
be  made  the  subject  of,  and  is  liable  to 
mandamus ;  and,  as  my  noble  and 
learned  Friend  will  know,  there  have 
been  instances  of  mandamus  to  a 
Bishop  for  refusal  to  do  an  act  which, 
by  the  law,  he  is  bound  to  do. 

Lord  GBIMTHORPE  :  If  my  noble 
and  learned  Friend  appeals  to  me, 
he    probably    alludes  to   the    Gorham 

Lord  HERSCHELL :  I  was  think- 
ing of  Marshall  v  The  Bishop  of 
Exeter  at  the  moment ;  that  was  a 
case  of  mandamus. 

Lord  GBIMTHORPE :  In  the  Gor- 
ham case  you  know  the  Bishop  did  not 
do  it. 

Lord  HERSCHELL:  Still  with  a 
provision  of  this  sort  I  am  not  afraid  of 
the  Bishop  not  doing  it.  I  do  not  think 
we  shall  be  driven  to  a  mandamus; 
but,  after  all,  if  a  mandamus  has 
to  be  applied  for,  and  is  applied  for, 
when  a  man  has  been  convicted 
of  a  grave  offence,  and  the  statute 
has  said  that  the  Bishop  should 
declare  the  living  vacant,  if  the  Bishop 
refuses  to  declare  it  vacant  and  goes 
to  the  extent  of  defying  the  law, 
I  do  not  think  there  is  any  party  who 
will  have  any  great  sympathy  with  him , 
or  any  great  regret  if  he  is  made  to 
obey  the  law.  My  Lords,  I  will  not 
trouble  you  with  any  further  observa- 
tions upon  the  details  of  the  Bill ;  but 
I  desired  to  state  the  grounds  on  which 
I  give  it  my  hearty  support. 

Motion  agreed  to ;  Bill  read  2* 
(according  to  Order),  and  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  whole  House  on 
Thursday  next. 

SMOKE    NUISANCE     (METROPOLIS) 

BILL— [ill.]— <No.  9). 

SECOND   READING. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Bead- 
ing, read. 
•Lord  STRATHEDEN  and  CAMP- 
BELL :  My  Lords,  last  year  when  I 
3  Y 
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rose  upon  this  subject,  having  upon 
four  previous  occasions  discussed  it  at 
considerable  length,  I  moved  the  Second 
Beading  in  a  very  perfunctory  manner. 
The  result  was  so  much  controversy 
that  although  the  Bill  was  read  a 
second  time  I  acknowledge  the  neces- 
sity of  going  to-day  into  the  question 
with  greater  accuracy  and  precision. 
At  the  same  time  I  will  not  detain 
your  Lordships  longer  than  is  neces- 
sary, especially  after  the  serious  debate 
which  has  taken  place  and  from  which 
it  may  seem  an  undue  descent  to  pass 
to  any  lighter  topic.  In  consequence 
of  the  black  fogs  which  occurred  con- 
secutively for  five  days  about  Christmas 
there  has  been  lately  a  good  deal  of 
popular  attention  drawn  to  the  subject. 
At  that  time  the  hunting  world, — for 
frost  occurred  simultaneously, — being 
driven  up  to  London  might  well  have 
murmured  at  the  darkness  that  awaited 
them ;  at  the  same  time  the  skating 
world  was  under  great  impediments  as 
it  was  scarcely  possible  to  move  to 
the  ice  in  the  vicinitv  of  London. 
Now  as  these  two  worlds  contain  men 
of  every  class  from  the  highest  to  the 
humblest,  there  can  be  no  wonder  at 
the  feeling  which  existed  and  still 
continues  to  exist.  The  noble 
Marquess,  the  First  Minister,  and  the 
noble  Viscount  sitting  usually  behind 
him  (Viscount  Midleton),  who  ques- 
tioned him  not  long  ago,  appear  on  this 
important  subject  to  have  opposite 
opinions.  According  to  the  noble  Mar- 
quess it  is  useless  to  correct  fogs  as  you 
would  only  change  the  colour.  Accord- 
ing to  the  noble  Viscount  it  would  be 
possible  to  eliminate  the  essence  of  fog 
altogether  as  well  as  to  remove  the 
dark  and  solid  particles  which  are  now 
unfortunately  added  to  it.  My  Lords, 
I  hold  a  middle  view  between  these  two, 
as  it  appears  to  me,  extreme  opinions. 
I  hold  that  it  is  possible  to  remove  the 
black  and  solid  particles  but  that  it  is 
beyond,  at  least  the  present  grasp  of 
science  to  deal  entirely  with  fogs  that 
spring  not  only  from  the  exhalations  of 
the  river  but  also  from  the  exhalations 
of  the  ocean.  But  in  order  to  convince 
Her  Majesty's  Government  that  it  is 
worth  while  at  least  to  eliminate  the 
peculiar  blackness  which  smoke  must 
add  to  fogs,  I  would  refer  for  a  moment 
to  some  other  cities.    It  is  notorious 
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that  fogs  exist  in  other  cities,  but  that  the 
blackness  and  malignity  of  which  we 
complain  is  entirely  peculiar  to  our 
metropolis.  I  happened  to  witness  a 
fog  quite  recently  at  Hamburg,  which 
is  in  some  degree  analogous  to  London. 
It  is  the  second  city  and  the  great  port 
of  the  German  Empire ;  it  is  on  a  tidal 
river,  not  far  from  the  mouth  of  it ;  it 
is  exceedingly  commercial,  but  not 
exclusively  commercial.  The  fog  there 
set  in  and  lasted  two  or  three  days,  and 
may  be  going  on  still ;  but  as  a  witness 
of  it  I  could  mention  that  in  conse- 
quence of  its  being  confined  to  mere 
unblackened  vapour,  it  had  in  it  nothing 
at  all  to  interrupt  the  traffic  of  the  place, 
and  nothing  which  could  be  injurious  to 
health  if  due  precautions  were  adopted. 
However  that  may  be,  my  Lords,  I 
think  all  men  must  admit  that  a  campaign 
against  the  artificial  must  precede  the 
campaign  against  the  natural  ingre- 
dients, that  you  must  first  direct  your 
legislation  against  the  peculiar  element 
which  we  superadd  to  fogs  existing 
here  alone,  and  then  aspire,  perhaps, 
either  by  further  drainage  or  by  un- 
discovered agencies  to  combat  the 
element  itself  in  which  fog  originates. 
But  there  is  something  else  to  be 
remembered.  The  attention  of  the 
public  has  been  drawn  to  fogs  of  late, 
and  very  justly ;  but  fogs  are  not  at  all 
the  only  evil  which  this  kind  of  legis- 
lation is  intended  to  control  or  to 
diminish.  If  by  the  efforts  of  the 
noble  Viscount  who  alluded  to  the  subject 
fogs  were  entirely  removed,  you  would 
still  have  the  smoke  of  London ;  you 
would  still  have  its  effect  on  flowers,  on 
furniture,  on  constructions,  on  health, 
and  on  the  human  system.  But  that 
topic  I  leave  to  the  noble  Viscount  to  con- 
sider, hoping  that  he  will  bring  to  bear  . 
upon  it  the  impressive  eloquence  which  / 
a  few  days  ago  drew  down  the  admin-  ; 
tion,  if  not  the  envy,  of  his  leader,  ft  i 
has  been  powerfully  treated  by  Mb. 
Bollo  Russell,  whose  pamphlets  on 
the  subject  have  entitled  him  to 
just  and  great  celebrity.  He  agrees,  I 
think,  with  me  in  a  rough  estimate  that 
for  20  days  of  actual  fog  you  have, 
perhaps,  100  days  in  which  our  light 
and  sunshine  is  obstructed.  I  will 
now  go  on  and  touch  in  a  few  wads 
upon  the  details  of  the  measure.  As 
framed  this  year,  the  Bill  adheres,  as 
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far  as  possible,  to  the  form  in  which  it 
quitted  a  Select  Committee  in  the  year 
1887,  comprising  the   Duke  of  West- 
minster, the  Earl  of  Harrowby,  Lord 
Mount    Temple,      Lord     Balfour    of 
Burleigh,   the   Earl  Brownlow,    Lord 
De     Yesci,     Lord    Monk  swell,     and 
Lord  Dundonald.     In  compliance  with 
the  Public  Health  Act,  which  passed 
only  last  Session,  it  is  necessary  that 
certain  functions  should  be  transferred 
to  the  Local  Government  Board  which 
were  originally  entrusted  to  the  Home 
Office.     It  is  also  requisite  to  refer  to 
certain  Acts  of  Parliament  which  exist 
instead  of  others  which  are  abrogated. 
The  executive  authority  of  the  Bill  will 
as  before  reside  entirely  in  the  Vestries. 
The  Local  Government  Board,  if  the 
Vestries  are  inert,  will  have  admonitory 
powers  to  impel  them,  but  it  will  not 
be  able  to  keep  their  bye-laws  beyond 
a  certain  limit  in  abeyance.     There  is  a 
special  clause,  although    it    was    not 
needed  except  for  clearness,  to  prohibit 
all  entry  into  the  interior  of  houses. 
The   Bill   dictates   nothing  to  house- 
holders,   but    leaves    them   to    avert 
objectionable  smoke  by  any  method  they 
think  proper.     It  is  less  disturbing  and 
less  drastic  than  the  law  as  it  now  exists 
aft    Dresden.     The    law   of    Dresden, 
of  which  I    have    a  copy,    gives  the 
authorities  control  over  interior  arrange- 
ments instead  of  merely  laying  down 
that  the   householder  should  do  any- 
thing he  chooses  except  to  permit  black 
smoke   to   flow  out  of  his  chimneys. 
The  Bill,  as  always,  rests  on  the  funda- 
mental principle  that  the  householder 
it  entitled  to  burn  whatever  he  desire3 
h  any  mode  he  fancies,   but  is  not 
entitled     to     send    into    the    public 
ttr  elements  which  vitiate   it.      It  is 
[t principle  which  came  into  existence 
to  long  ago  as  the  time  of  Charles  II. 
the  directed  Mr.   Evelyn,  the    well- 
hwwn  proprietor  of  Wootton,  the  author 
of  the  Diary,  to  frame  a  measure  to 
mpport  it.      It  is  only  by  the  use  of 
«oai  in  its  bituminous  and  uncorrected 
forms  during  two  centuries   that   we 
have   become    gradually   demoralised 
tad  have  lost  sight  of  the  principle, 
Hhfle  at  the  same    time  our   habita- 
tions   and    our    thoroughfares    have 
been     gradually     thrown      into     an 
obscurity  from  which  it  is  now  desirable 


to  rescue  them.  My  Lords,  I  wish 
with  a  view  to  the  satisfaction  of  noble 
Lords  to  answer  a  question  which  is 
nearly  certain  to  suggest  itself,  al- 
though I  am  not  bound  to  do  so  by  the 
provisions  of  the  Bill.  It  is  a  question 
as  to  how  the  new  law  would  be  carried 
out  in  practice.  I  can  only  give  my 
personal  impression  that  it  would  be 
carried  out  in  practice  with  the  greatest 
ease  and  with  the  minimum  of  outlay, 
by  mixing  anthracite  and  coke 
rather  than  by  changing  and 
modifying  fire-places.  Having  been 
much  in  Germany  last  autumn, 
and  having  opportunities  of  entering 
into  the  subject  with  the  first 
mechanical  inventor,  and  also  in  con- 
sequence of  other  observations,  and 
looking  also  to  the  movement  of  the 
public  mind,  I  learn  that  anthracite  is 
there  regarded  as  the  true  and  practical 
solution  of  the  problem.  I  have 
convinced  myself  by  some  inquiry  not 
only  that  anthracite  may  be  drawn 
from  Germany  and  from  America  but 
that  in  the  Principality  of  Wales  large 
stores  of  it  exist  which  have  not  been 
exhausted.  But  supposing  that  no 
effect  immediately  arises,  I  should  still 
contend  that  the  Bill  will  be  salutary. 
It  will  embody  in  the  Statute  Book  the 
principle  that  domestic  as  well  as  in- 
dustrial smoke  requires  to  be  com- 
bated. No  doubt  some  further  legis- 
lation may  very  possibly  be  requisite. 
Amended  statutes  may  be  frequent 
before  an  absolute  solution  is  arrived  at, 
but  that  has  often  been  the  case  on  other 
subjects.  I  happen  to  remember  the 
late  Sir  Robert  Peel  remarking  in 
the  House  of  Commons  that  although 
he  had  been  over  thirty  years  in  Par- 
liament he  never  knew  a  Session  in 
which  there  had  not  been  a  new  Bill 
for  regulating  salmon.  But  he  did  not 
therefore  draw  an  inference  that  legis- 
lation upon  salmon  had  been  useless. 
If  he  had,  I  am  inclined  to  think 
that  no  one  who  knows  the  Tweed  or 
any  Scottish  river  would  have  been 
able  to  agree  with  him.  I  will  now, 
my  Lords,  briefly  answer  an  objection 
of  the  noble  viscount,  to  the  effect 
that  no  Bill  upon  this  subject  can  be 
carried  unless  a  Government  initiates 
it.  Glad  indeed  should  I  have 
been    if   Her    Majesty's  Government 
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had  resolved  upon  that  conduct, 
But  I  am  bound  to  point  out,  as  it  ap- 
pears to  escape  the  recollection  of  some 
who  may  exert  an  influence  upon  the 
measure,  that  the  Bill  as  it  left  the 
Select  Committee  was  on  the  point  of 
being  adopted  by  this  House,  and  there 
is  no  proof  that  it  would  not  have 
gained  the  sanction  of  the  other.  Her 
Majesty's  Government  intended  to  sup- 
port it  with  one  or  two  minute  Amend- 
ments, which  would  have  been  easily 
accepted.  It  was  then  destined  to  a 
smooth  and  unresisted  course,  so  far 
at  least  as  the  Third  Beading  in  this 
House,  when  at  an  unusual  stage 
and  in  an  unexpected  manner  a  noble 
Earl  on  the  Cross  Benches — I  think 
he  is  absent  to-day,  I  mean  the 
Earl  of  Wemyss — came  forward  to 
oppose  it.  His  oratorical  ability  was 
such — and  I  refer  to  it  without  the 
slightest  acrimony — that  he  carried 
round  the  Government,  who  were 
induced  to  swerve  from  their  original 
design,  and  resolved  upon  outvoting  it. 
I  recall  it  merely  to  show  your  Lord- 
ships that  had  it  not  been  for  something 
wholly  unforeseen,  wholly /unexpected, 
and,  to  a  great  extent,  unprecedented, 
the  labours  of  that  Committee  would 
not  have  been  thrown  away,  and  it  is 
probable,  at  least,  that  the  law  would 
now  be  in  existence.  What  tends 
strongly  to  urge  it  upon  both  Houses 
is  the  grave  consideration,  that  unless 
something  is  done  to  improve  the  air 
and  light  of  the  Metropolis  it  may  not 
•be  easy  to  maintain  it  as  the  capital 
-much  longer ;  but  that  topic  is  much  too 
large  for  me  to  handle  it  this  evening. 
My  Lords,  if  your  Lordships  have  the 
goodness,  as  I  scarcely  doubt,  to  read 
♦the  Bill  a  second  time,  I  am  glad  to 
understand  that  by  the  arrangement 
now  in  force  it  will  naturally  go  be- 
fore a  Committee  of  the  whole  House. 
That  is  my  object.  I  desire  that  its 
clauses  shall  there  be  freely  canvassed 
and  impartially  decided  on.  If  a 
question  had  arisen  as  to  whether  it 
should  go  before  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  House  or  before  the  Standing 
Committee,  I  should  have  had  some 
further  observations  to  address  to  vou, 
which  I  am  glad  that  I  can  properly 
avoid ;  and  I  will  now,  therefore, 
merely  move  that  the  Bill  be  read  a 
second  time. 

Lord  Stratheden  and  Campbell 


Moved,  "That  the  Bill  be  now  read 
2\"  —  (The  Lord  Stratlieden  and 
Campbell,) 

-The  Duke  op  WESTMINSTER: 
My  Lords,  I  desire  to  make  one  or  two 
remarks,  and  they  shall  be  very  short, 
in  the  hope  that  you  will  be  induced 
to  read  this  Bill  a  second  time.  The 
principle  has  been  accepted  on  previous 
occasions  by  your  Lordships,  and  its 
objects  are  twofold — namely,  to  enable 
the  Sanitary  Authorities  of  London  to 
make  bye-laws  for  abating,  or  regula- 
ting, the  emission  of  smoke  of  houses 
and  buildings,  and  those  that  are  not 
included  in  the  Public  Health  Act  of 
last  Session.  The  machinery  of  the 
present  Bill  is  identical  with  that  of 
the  Public  Health  Act  of  1891,  and 
will  apply  to  the  same  extended  area. 
Therein,  of  course,  London  becomes 
very  much  enlarged.  The  old  Acts 
affect  only  the  inside  ring,  it  may  be  so 
called,  of  London  ;  and  there  is  a  very 

great  deal  of  smoke  beyond  that  ring ; 
and  that  area  is  proposed  to  be  in- 
cluded in  the  present  Bill.  It  affects, 
as  you  will  observe,  the  emission  of 
smoke,  not  only  from  factories,  but 
from  private  houses  and  those  very 
great  offenders  in  the  matter  of  smoke, 
the  hotels  and  clubs  of  London.  Your 
Lordships  may  very  often  have  ob- 
served that  about  luncheon  time,  at 
2  o'clock,  Pall  Mall  is  very  often 
over  shadowed  with  a  dense  pall  of 
smoke  coming  out  from  those  clubs  at 
that  interesting  time  of  day.  The 
second  part  of  the  Bill  is  to  enable  the 
County  Council  to  make  byelaws,  in  all 
cases  of  new  houses,  for  the  construc- 
tion of  fire-places  so  that  they  may  j 
consume  the  smoke  which  arises  from  { 
them .  I  hold  this  to  be  a  very  moderate 
and  almost  permissive  Bill,  because 
it  gives  powers  to  Local  Authorities 
for  the  execution  of  the  Act.  As  your 
Lordships  are  well  aware,  the  evil  is  in- 
creasing, and  must  increase,  owing  to 
the  number  of  additional  fire-places 
that  are  built  every  year.  It  has  been 
computed  that  the  amount  of  coal 
consumed  in  one  year  amounts  to  the 
enormous  total  of  8,000,000  tons— that 
is  the  bituminous  coal  full  of  smoke. 
It  is  easy  to  see  that  that  enormous 
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amount  is  being  increased  every  year 
by  the  increase  of  population,  and  the 
increase  in  the  number  of  houses  in  all 
parts  of  London.    There  is  also  the 
melancholy  consideration,  in  connection 
tvith  the  case,  that  there  are  fogs  and 
fogs — of  course  country  fogs  are  not  so 
deleterious  as  London    fogs,  because 
the    London  fogs  are  thickened   and 
deepened  by  the  amount  of  smoke  that 
adheres  to  the  globules  in  the  air  ;  but 
I  am  sorry  to  say  that  by  the  register 
the  foggy  days  in  1887  were  93 ;  in 
1888,   119;  in   1889,   151;  and  in  the 
year  1890  they  amounted  to  the  larger 
number  of  156.    All  that  shows  a  very 
increasing  state  of  the  evil,  and  one 
which    this   Bill    may    affect.        We 
cannot    expect  very    much   from   it ; 
bat  we  hope  it  may  tend  to  affect  it 
in  some  slight  degree.     In  regard  to 
the  state  of  the  law  of  prosecutions  for 
offences  against   the  Act,  the  law  at 
present    affects     only    the    industrial 
chimneys  ;  and  it  has  been  considered 
that  there  is  a  spirit  of  some  unfairness 
when  other  chimneys,  also  emitting  a 
great  deal  of  smoke,  are  let  off,  and  are 
not  subject  to  the  provisions  of  the  law. 
This    question  no    doubt    affects  the 
decision  in  some  cases  of  the  Bench; 
at    all    events,    the    law    would    be 
more    efficiently    carried    out    if    all 
the  chimneys  in  London  were  placed  so 
far  upon  an  equality.      It  is  also  held 
that,  if  this  Bill  were  passed,  inven- 
tions for  the  consumption  and  getting 
rid  of  smoke  will  be  very  considerably 
stimulated.  Those  inventions  are  being 
arrived  at  every  day,  and  I  have  a  line 
here  from  Mr.  Brunner,  M.P.,  of  the 
large  firm  of  Brunner  Mond  and  Co., 
Northwich,    the  great    alkali    works, 
where  he  tells  me  that  125  tons  of  slack 
at  7s.  a  ton   produce  in  his  case  four 
tons  of  sulphide  of  ammonium  worth 
£12  a  ton.     At  that  rate,  7s.  a  ton  for 
25  tons  of  slack,  he  makes  a  total  of 
£43  7s.,  and  by  the  sale  of  four  tons  of 
ammonia,  produced  by  that  consump- 
tion of  slack,  he  makes  £10  10s.  a  ton, 
or  £42  10s.     That  is  so  far  satisfactory 
and  encouraging  as  showing  that,   by 
the  production  of  this  very  valuable 
ammonia,  no  very  considerable  loss,  in 
fact  hardly  any  loss  at  all  is  entailed 
by  the  consumption  of  smoke.    At  the 
same  time  that  would  not  apply,  or 
very  slightly,  to  the  question  of  smoke 


consumption  in  London ;  but  it  may 
fairly  be  considered  to  apply  to  in- 
dustrial factories.  Then  there  is  an 
increasing  consumption  of  oil  in  the 
heating  of  London,  and  of  gas  and 
coke ;  and  facilities  are  given  by  low 
prices  for  numbers  of  poor  people  to 
avail  themselves  of  gas  and  coke.  Then 
again  anthracite  coal  can  be  obtained 
in  any  quantity  in  the  world,  both  from 
South  Wales  and  America,  where  the 
supply  is  practically  inexhaustible ;  and 
I  understand  that  in  Paris  anthracite 
coal  is  used  to  a  very  considerable  and 
large  extent ;  and  there  are  restrictions 
there  as  to  the  consumption  of  smoke  ; 
I  am  not  sure  what  they  are,  but  there 
are  considerable  restrictions ;  with  the 
result  that  a  great  deal  of  smokeless 
coal,  anthracite,  and  coke  (I  do  not 
know  about  gas)  is  used.  The  question 
of  the  consumption  of  smoke,  my 
Lords,  does  not  affect  us  in  our  position 
as  much  as  it  does  the  poorer  classes 
of  the  community ;  we  can  get  away 
to  purer  and  fresher  air,  at  all  events, 
occasionally ;  but  the  poor  cannot, 
many  of  them, — the  great  bulk  of 
them, — are  in  London  day  after  day, 
and  week  after  week,  through  sunshine 
and  through  fog  ;  and  I  think  in  their 
interests  my  noble  Friend  the  promoter 
of  this  Bill,  and  those  who  wish  to  see 
something,  however  slight  (and  I  do 
not  believe  in  any  very  great  result 
from  this  Bill,  certainly  not  so  far  as 
the  private  grates  are  concerned), 
may  do  some  good,  and  we  should  be 
very  glad  if  your  Lordships  would, 
under  the  circumstances  of  the  case, 
consent  to  pass  the  Second  Beading  of 
this  Bill. 

♦The  PRIME  MINISTER  and 
SECRETARY  op  STATE  for 
FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (The  Marquess 
of  Salisbury)  :  My  Lords,  I  will  not 
resist  the  appeal  to  pass  the  Second 
Reading  of  this  Bill ;  but  the  noble 
Lord  who  introduced  the  Bill  spoke 
of  indirect  pledges  of  approval.  I  beg 
to  say  beforehand  that,  by  assenting 
to  the  Second  Reading  of  the  Bill,  I 
give  no  pledges  as  to  what  we  may 
think  it  right  to  do  at  any  further  stage 
of  it.  I  cannot  help  feeling  that  the 
noble  Lord  who  has  just  sat  down  is 
indulging  in  sanguine  anticipation,  and 
that  the  results  will  not  be  very  large, 
even  if  it  were  possible  to  carry  out 
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the  measures  which  he  suggests ;  and, 
if  the  results  are  not  large,  I  do  not 
think  we  shall  be  paid  for  losing  the 
comfort  of  a  flaming  fire.  I  was  a 
little  alarmed  at  the  proposal  of  the 
noble  Lord  that  we  should  recoup  our- 
selves, for  the  expense  of  a  new  instal- 
lation, by  the  manufacture  of  sulphide 
of  ammonium  in  our  own  houses.  I  do 
not  know  whether  the  noble  Lord  is 
familiar  with  that  drug. 

The  Duke  op  WESTMINSTEE: 
No. 

The  Marquess  op  SALISBUEY : 
It  smells  more  exactly  like  a  drain 
than  any  drug  I  know ;  and  I  am 
afraid  we  shall  hardly  thank  the  reform 
that  the  noble  Lord  has  brought  in  if 
we  are  compelled  to  have  much  of  it 
about  us.  However,  what  I  would 
suggest  to  the  noble  Lord  is  that  if  we 
read  the  Bill  a  second  time  he  should 
allow  us  to  refer  it  to  Lord  Midleton's 
Committee,  so  soon  as  that  Committee 
is  appointed. 

Motion  agreed  to:  Bill  read  2* 
(according  to  Order),  and  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 

EAST  INDIA  OFFICERS    BILL   [h.l.] 

(No.  10.) 

Amendments  reported  (according  to 
order) ;  and  Bill  to  be  read  3*  on 
Monday  next. 

CONVEYANCING  AND  LAW  OF  PRO- 
PERTY ACT,  1881,  AMENDMENT  BILL 
(No.  17.) 

SECOND  READING. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Bead- 
ing, read 

Lord  HEBSCHELL:  My  Lords, 
this  is  a  Bill  to  effect  certain  amend- 
ments in  the  Conveyancing  and  Law 
of  Property  Act,  1881.  The  Bill  is 
similar  to,  and,  I  believe,  identical 
with  a  Bill  which  passed  through  the 
other  House  last  Session,  and  was  read 
a  second  time  in  your  Lordships' 
House ;  but  at  a  very  late  period  of 
the  Session — in  fact  at  the  very  close  ; 
and,  on  the  Motion  to  go  into  Com- 
mittee, the  noble  Marquess  opposite 
suggested  that  the  Bill  was  one  of 
some  importance,  and  that  it  was  too 
late  to  deal  with  it  during  the  Session. 
My    Lords,    it    has    ccme    up    early 

The  Marquess  of  Salisbury 


enough  this  Session  for  us  to  be 
able  to  deal  with  it.  The  Bill 
contains  a  variety  of  provisions— each 
of  them  entirely  independent;  and, 
therefore,  there  is  no  principle  involved 
in  the  Bill ;  it  is  a  question  simply  of 
the  expediency  and  propriety  of  each  of 
the  several  provisions.  The  first  of 
those  provisions  relates  to  cases  of  for- 
feiture by  bankruptcy  or  execution; 
if  the  property  is  conveyed  to  another, 
within  the  time  limited  in  the  Bill, 
it  avoids  the  result  of  bankruptcy  or 
execution,  the  effect  of  which  will  be 
to  preserve  to  the  creditors  of  the 
bankrupt,  very  often,  property  that  is 
very  valuable  ;  because,  in  some  cases, 
there  have  been  failures  in  building 
operations,  and  the  result  has  been 
very  disastrous  to  the  creditors,  owing 
to  the  impossibility  of  dealing  with  the 
property  in  this  way.  The  next  pro- 
vision relates  to  conditions  against 
assigning  or  under-letting;  it  ambles 
the  Court  to  relieve  from  a  forfeiture, 
by  assigning  or  under-letting,  where  the 
permission  to  assign  has  been  un- 
reasonably withheld,  and  to  pre- 
vent money  being  insisted  upon  by 
way  of  payment  for  the  licence 
to  assign.  As  your  Lordships  are 
aware,  the  Act  of  1881  contains  pro- 
visions enabling  the  Court  to  relieve 
against  certain  forfeitures,  but  excepts 
the  particular  cause  of  forfeiture  with 
which  I  am  now  dealing.  My  Lords, 
it  would  not  be  right  to  pass  a  measure 
of  that  sort  without  considerable  safe- 
guards. The  Bill  excludes  from  this 
section  all  agricultural  or  pastoral  land ; 
it  excludes  mines  or  minerals;  it 
excludes  a  house  used,  or  intended  to 
be  used,  as  a  public-house ;  it  excludes 
what  I  may  briefly  describe  as  a  fur- 
nished house ;  and  it  excludes  property 
with  respect  to  which  the  personal 
qualifications  of  the  tenant  are  of 
importance  for  the  preservation  of  it. 
To  all  those  cases  the  Act  does  not 
apply.  It  only  applies,  in  short,  where 
the  personal  qualification  or  position 
of  the  tenant  is  a  matter  of  in- 
difference ;  and  in  those  oases  it 
provides  that  the  Court  may  relieve 
against  forfeiture,  if  the  permission 
to  assign  is  unreasonably  withheld. 
Then  there  are  certain  powers  inserted 
for  the  proteotion  of  under-lessees, 
enabling  the    Court    to   give   certain 
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relief,  that  I  need  not  trouble  your 
Lordships  with  in  detail.  The  only 
other  provision  is  to  remove  doubt  .as 
to  whether  in  the  Act  of  1881  "  lease  " 
includes  also  "  an  agreement  to  let "  ; 
there  has  been  judicial  doubt  on  that 
pointy  and  that  is  removed  by  that  last 
flection.  My  Lords,  as  I  said  before, 
I  believe  there  are  some  amendments 
which  it  is  desirable  to  propose  to  the 
Bill,  which  my  noble  and  learned 
Friend  (Lord  Selborne),  who  is  not 
here  now,  has  indicated  to  me,  which 
may  have  to  be  considered.  I  ask 
your  Lordships  now  only  to  give  a 
Second  Beading  to  the  Bill,  which,  as 
I  have  said,  involves  no  question  of 
principle,  but  is  simply  a  question  of 
expediency. 

The  LOBD  CHANCELLOR :    My 
Lords,  my  noble  and  learned  Friend 
has  truly  said,  1  think,  that  there  is  no 
particular   principle   involved    in    the 
Bill ;  but  I  am  rather  anxious  to  guard 
myself  against  the  qualified  approval 
that  I  once  gave  to  the  Bill  by  saying 
that,  upon  a  more  mature  and  careful 
consideration    of    it,    1    cannot    help 
thinking   that  there  are  one  or  two 
objections  to  the  form  in  which  it  is 
cast.     I  will  tell  my  noble  and  learned 
Friend  at  once  that  I  am  only  referring 
to  that  part  of  the    Bill    which   has 
reference  to  conditions  or  covenants  to 
assign.     With  respect  to  the  rest  of 
the  Bill  I  entirely  concur  in  its  pro- 
visions.    In  the  first  place,  I  want  to 
point    out   that   1    think   the   Bill   is 
improperly    cast,    and    ought    to    be 
amended  in  that  respect.     Instead  of 
making    a    general    proposition,  from 
which  you  afterwards  exclude  almost 
everything  (which  seems  to  me  a  very 
awkward     mode     of    drafting),     the 
more    natural    course    would    be    to 
8ay   that   which    you    intend    to    be 
the    subject    of    enactment.      But  1 
.have  a  still  more  serious  objection  to 
the  form  in  which  the    third   Clause 
is   conceived  ;     that    is,     by    giving 
a  non-natural  and  unreal  meaning  to 
words  which  in  themselves  have  a  very 
common  and  reasonable  meaning.     It 
is  to  be    enacted  there   that  "  in  all 
leases  "  and  so  on — 

tt  Containing  a  covenant   against  assigning 
•r  underletting  "— 

I  omit   any  unnecessary  repetition  of 
words  meaning  the  same  thing — 


"Such  covenant,  condition  or  agreement, 
shall  be  deemed  to  be  subject  to  a  proviso 
to  the  effect  that  such  licence  or  consent  shall 
not  be  unreasonably  withheld." 

It  seems  to  me  that  the  more  natural 
thing  would  be,  if  you  mean  to  prohibit 
the  landlord  from  entering  into  such  a 
contract,  to  prohibit  it,  and  it  would  be 
plainly  manifest  upon  the  face  of  the 
instrument.  But  to  say  that  people  are 
to  contract  in  words  of  ordinary  common 
sense,  and  that  the  Legislature  should 
put  upon  it,  in  a  Statute  which  very 
few  people  but  lawyers  would  seet 
another  and  entirely  different  meaning 
and  additional  condition,  seems  to  me 
very  unreasonable.  I  think  a  more 
reasonable  and  rational  way  of  doing 
it  would  be  to  say  that  in  such  cases  as 
you  want  to  exclude,  it  shall  not  be 
lawful  to  enter  into  any  such  contract. 
And,  my  Lords,  one  word  as  to  the 
fourth  exception — 

"Any  property  with  respect  to  which  the 
personal  qualifications  of  the  tenant  are  of 
importance  for  the  preservation  of  the  value 
or  character  of  the  property." 

My  Lords,  I  am  not  quite  certain  that 
I  am  able  to  comprehend  what  are  the 
"  personal  qualifications  of  the  tenant," 
and  I  do  not  quite  know  whether  I  am 
able  to  define  beforehand  what  is  "  the 
value  or  character  of  the  property."  In 
a  hunting  county,  for  instance,  would  it 
be  a  personal  qualification  of  the 
tenant  that  he  can  shoot  foxes  or  any- 
thing of  that  sort  ?  That  is  one  illus- 
tration of  what  I  mean.  But  the  things' 
are  so  wide  that  the  difficulty  I  have  is 
whether  that  is  not  a  trap  for  a  law- 
suit, and  whether,  although  it  looks 
very  innocent  in  ijbself ,  and  you  would 
say  that  it  was  very  unreasonable  of  a 
landlord  to  refuse  except  where  the 
character  or  value  of  the  property  is 
affected  by  the  personal  qualifications 
of  the  tenant,  yet,  when  one  comes  to 
analyse  it  (and  I  admit  that  I  did  not 
myself  at  first  consider  the  full  effect 
and  value  of  those  words),  I  confess  it 
looks  to  me  very  much  as  if  it  would 
be  a  very  interesting  Debate,  possibly 
in  a  great  number  of  Courts,  as  to  what 
it  meant ;  and,  although  that  might  be 
very  interesting  to  the  learned  profes- 
sion, it  might  not  be  so  interesting 
either  to  the  tenant  or  the  landlord. 
My  Lords,  I  have  thought  it  only  right 
to  call    attention    to   this  matter.    I 
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agree  with  my  noble  and  learned  Friend 
that  there  is  a  good  deal  that  is  of 
value  in  this  Bill  which  I  should  be 
sorry  to  see  lost ;  but  I  think  that  in 
the  Standing  Committee  it  would  be 
very  desirable  to  see  whether  some  con- 
struction cannot  be  put  upon  those 
words  to  prevent  their  being  made 
really  a  trap  for  people  getting  into 
lawsuits  without  really  knowing  that 
they  were  in  dispute  at  all. 

Lobd  HERSCHELL  :  My  Lords,  I 
shall,  of  course,  be  glad  to  consider  the 
points  to  which  my  noble  and  learned 
Friend  has  called  attention,  and  I 
quite  agree  with  him  that  there  may  be 
improvements  made  in  the  drafting  of 
the  Bill.  It  arises,  as  my  noble  and 
learned  Friend  knows,  I  daresay,  from 
this :  that  the  Bill  is  introduced  in  a 
certain  form,  and  various  proposals  are 
accepted  from  opponents  of  the  Bill,  so 
as  to  satisfy  them ;  and  then  the  result 
is  that  it  comes  up  with  everybody 
satisfied,  but  not  always,  consequently, 
in  the  best  possible  form. 

Motion  agreed  to  :  Bill  read  2*  (ac- 
cording to  Order),  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 

NEW  PEER. 
Sir  Arthur  William  Acland  Hood, 
G.C.B.,  Retired  Admiral  of  Her 
Majesty's  Fleet,  having  been  created 
Baron  Hood  of  Avalon  in  the  county 
of  Somerset — Was  (in  the  usual 
manner)  introduced. 

ELECTRIC     AND     CABLE     RAILWAY 

BILLS. 

Message  from  the  Commons,  That 
they  have  come  to  the  following  Re- 
solution, namely — 

That  a  Joint  Committee  of  Lords  and  Com- 
mons be  appointed  to  consider  the  best  method 
of  dealing  with  the  Electric  and  Cable  Railway 
Schemes  proposed  to  be  sanctioned  within  the 
limits  of  the  Metropolis  by  Bills  introduced, 
or  to  be  introduced,  in  the  present  Session, 
and  to  report  their  opinion  as  to  whether 
underground  Railways  worked  by  electricity 
or  cable  traction  are  calculated  to  afford 
sufficient  accommodation  for  the  present  and 
probable  future  traffic;  as  to  whether  any, 
and  which,  of  the  schemes  propose  satisfactory 
lines  of  route ;  as  to  the  terms  and  conditions 
under  which  the  subsoil  should  be  appro- 
priated; whether  any,  and,  if  any,  what 
schemes  should  not  be  proceeded  with  during 
the  present  Session ;  and  to  desire  their  Lord- 
ships' concurrence  thereto. 

The  said  Message  to  be  taken  into 
consideration  to-morrow. 

The  Lord  Chancellor 


STATUTE      LAW    REVISION     BILL     [H.L.], 

(No.  29). 

A  Bill  for  further  promoting  the  revision  of 
the  Statute  Law  by  repeating  enactments 
which  have  ceased  to  be  in  force  or  have 
become  unnecessary. 

MARRIAGES  ABROAD  BILL  [H.L.]  (No.  30). 

A  Bill  to  consolidate  enactments  relating  to 
the  marriage  of  British  subjects  outside  the 
United  Kingdom :  And 

PUBLIC    AUTHORITIES    PROTECTION   BILL 
[H.L.]  (No.  31). 

A  Bill  to  generalise  and  amend  certain 
statutory  provisions  for  the  protection  of 
persons  acting  in  the  execution  of  statutory 
and  other  public  duties. 

Were  presented  to  the  Lord  Chancellor; 
read  la ;  and  to  be  printed. 

ARCHDEACONRY  OP  CORNWALL  BILL 
[h.l.]— (No.  5.) 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
order) ;  Bill  reported  without  amend- 
ment ;  Standing  Committee  negatived  ; 
and  Bill  to  be  read  3*  to-morrow. 

EVIDENCE  IN  CRIMINAL  CASES  BILL 
[h.l.]— (No.  4.) 

Moved,  That  the  Order  of  the  22nd 
of  February  last  negativing  the  Stand- 
ing Committee  be  rescinded. — (The  Lord 
Chancellor) ;  agreed  to ;  and  Bill  re- 
committed to  the  Standing  Committee. 

SHORT  TITLES  BILL  [HO*]— (No.  12.) 
House  in  Committee  (according  to 
order) ;  Bill  reported  witnout  amend- 
ment ;  and  re-committed  to  the  Stand- 
ing Committee. 

PRESENTATION  TO  BENEFICES  BILL 

[ill.]— (No.  24.) 

House  in  Committee  (according  to 
order) ;  Bill  reported  without  amend- 
ment ;  Standing  Committee  negatived; 
and  Bill  to  be  read  3*  to-morrow. 

SALE  OF  GOODS  BILL  [H.L.] 

A  Bill  for  codifying  the  Law  relating  to  tt» 
sale  of  goods— Was  presented  by  the  Lori 
Hersohell;    read    1*;     and  to  be    pratel 

(No.  32.) 

ROADS    AND  BRIDGES    (SCOTLAND)  ACTS 
AMENDMENT  BILL  [H.L.] 

A  Bill  intituled  "An  Act  to  amend  the  I*» 
in  regard  to  bridges  in  Scotland  "—Was  pre- 
sented by  the  Lord  Ker  (M.  Lothian) ;  wad  I"; 
and  to  be  printed  (No.  33.) 

House  adjourned  at  Bevea  o'etock, 

till  To-morrow,  a  aunt* 

past  Ten  tfeto* 


Thursday,  3rd  March,  1892. 


PRIVATE  BUSINESS. 


WESTMINSTER     (PARLIAMENT 
STREET,    &c.)     IMPROVEMENT     BILL 

(by  Order.) 
SECOND  BEADING. 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time." 

*(3.9.)  Mr.  DIXON  -  HARTLAND, 
(Middlesex,  Uxbridge) :  I  rise  to 
oppose  the  Second  Reading  of  this  Bill. 
It  is  no  new  proposal ;  it  is  the  pro- 
longation for  some  three  years  more  of 
exceptional  powers  granted  to  private 
individuals,  with  a  proposal  to  with- 
draw the  safeguards  which  the  Act  of 
1887  possessed.  By  that  Act  it  was  ar- 
ranged that  a  certain  company  should 
be  formed  with  £500,000  capital,  of 
which  £100,000  was  to  be  paid  up  as 
a  safeguard  for  the  carrying  out  of  the 
work.  Well,  five  years  have  elapsed 
and  no  company  has  been  formed,  and 
not  a  penny  of  the  capital  has  been  sub- 
scribed. I  may  say  from  my  own  know- 
ledge that  the  promoters  have  been  to 
almost  every  financial  authority  in  the 
City  of  London  to  try  and  get  their 
case  taken  up ;  and  the  financial 
authorities,  having  examined  the  ques- 
tion, have  decided  there  is  no  chance  of 
any  profit  being  made ;  and  one  and  all 
have  utterly  declined  to  have  anything 
to  do  with  the  scheme.  Why  is  this  the 
ease  ?  Because  when  the  Bill  was  before 
Parliament,  to  buy  off  opposition,  an 
enormous  number  of  agreements  were 
teoklessly  made,  regardless  of  results 
should  the  company  ever  be  formed — 
the  object  simply  was  to  buy  off 
opposition.  But  now  they  find  that, 
80  long  as  these  agreements  exist,  it  is 
impossible  for  the  company  to  be 
successful  fn  any  possible  way. 
We  are  told  that  the  First 
Commissioner  of  Works  is  in  favour 
of  this  scheme,  and  I  do  not 
wonder  at  it  if  that  is  so.  If  I  were 
First  Commissioner  I  should  help  on 
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agreement.     No  doubt  if  the  scheme 
could  be  carried  out  it  would  be  a  good 
thing  for  the  Board  of  Works ;  but  at 
the  present  moment  it  is  really  a  short- 
sighted policy  on  the  part  of  the  Board 
of   Works,    because    to    continue  the 
existing     agreement     would      simply 
hamper  the   Department,  and  render 
it  impossible   to     make    terms    with 
a     bond    fide     company.      Certainly 
this    company  will  never    be  able  to 
carry    the    scheme    through.     If  any 
profit  is  to  be  made  it  certainly  will  not 
be  made  by  the  present  promoters,  and 
the  scheme  is  not  one  that  should  be 
left  to  be  carried  out  by  private  indi- 
viduals.    This  is  the  finest  site  in  the 
whole  of  the  Metropolis.     If  the  front 
part  of  a  piece  of  Parliament  Street 
were  removed,  and  the  Public  Offices 
extended  from  the  Local  Government 
Board  through  the  land  which  belongs 
to    the    Government    up     to    George 
Street,  I  say  it  is  one  of  the  finest  sites 
you  can  possibly  have  in  this  Metro- 
polis, and  if  the  work  were  taken  up  by 
a  responsible  body  a  very  great   im- 
provement would  be  carried  out.    But 
I  contend  there  is  now  no  prospect  of 
it  being  carried  out,  and  to  pass  this 
Bill  is  simply  to  lock  up  the   site  for 
a  still     further    period    of    time.      I 
notice      that      the      name      of      the 
Cadogan    Estate  Company   has  been 
imported     into     the     case  ;     but     1 
do    not    see    what     that     company 
has  to  do  with  it.     That  company  is  in 
no    way  bound  by  the  Bill,   and    is 
merely  introduced  as  a  kind  of  stalk- 
ing-horse to  make  the  House  of  Com- 
mons     believe      that      if      the     Bill 
passes    this    company    will   see   their 
way  to  have  something  to  do  with  it. 
But    the  mention  of  the  company  is 
deceptive,  for  the  company  are  under 
no  obligation.     It  is  a  company   with 
no    capital    whatever.     I    believe  the 
whole  of  that   company's   work    was 
carried  on  by  means  of  debentures,  and 
the  company  have  no  capital  to  carry  out 
the  undertaking  even  if  they  wished  to 
do  so.     The  Cadogan  Company  have 
carried  out  improvements  on  the  land 
they  acquired  from  Lord  Cadogan ;  but 
then  that  estate  was  vacant ;  but  this 
ground  is  covered  with  buildings  of  a 
valuable  description.     We  are  told  that 
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the  company  may  raise  money  on  de- 
bentures ;  but  that  will  mean  ground 
rents  50  per  cent,  above  any  other  rents 
in  the  immediate  neighbourhood.  It 
is  perfectly  impossible  that  they  can 
get  any  financial  authority  to  take  up 
the  debentures  saddled  with  the  con- 
ditions they  will  be  obliged  to  make — 
conditions  which  were  entered  into 
when  the  Bill  was  last  before  the  House 
of  Commons,  and  for  the  purpose  of 
buying  off  opposition.  If  this  Bill  is 
passed  in  its  present  form  it  will  do 
away  with  all  the  protection  to  public 
and  private  interests  which  Parliament 
has  thought  necessary.  This  is 
an  attempt  to  do  away  with  Clause 
4,  which  is  the  only  protection 
the  public  have  that  the  scheme 
will  ever  be  carried  out.  I  believe  all 
the  owners  of  the  property  in  the 
neighbourhood  are  opposed  to  the 
hanging  up  of  this  site  for  another 
three  and  a  half  years,  for  they  are  con- 
vinced that  the  body  of  gentlemen  who 
are  promoting  this  Bill,  however  well- 
intentioned,  are  unable  to  carry  out  the 
scheme.  A  Petition  has  been  presented 
to  this  House  by  the  Institute  of  Civil 
Engineers,  in  which  they  say  they  are 
owners  of  three  of  the  largest  houses  in 
Great  George  Street,  and  that  they  are 
in  treaty  for  the  acquisition  of  another 
adjoining  (No.  27),  and  they  propose  to 
pull  the  whole  down  and  to  erect  a 
large  building  for  their  institute  on  the 
site.  All  this  will  be  stopped  for  three 
years  if  this  Bill  is  granted,  and  though 
they  might  not  object  to  that  if  they 
had  an  assurance  that  the  scheme  would 
really  be  carried  out,  they  protest  that 
there  is  no  chance  of  this  being  done. 
I  hope  the  House  will  not  read  this  Bill 
a  second  time,  not  because  the  House 
is  opposed  to  the  scheme  proposed,  but 
because  the  position  of  the  promoters  is 
such  that  the  ssheme  can  never  be 
carried  out. 

Amendment  proposed,  to  leave  out 
the  word  "  now,"  and  at  the  end  of  the 
Question  to  add  the  words  "  upon  this 
day  six  months." — (Mr.  Dixon-Hart- 
la  fid.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  word 
*  now  '  stand  part  of  the  Question." 

»(3.20.)  Mr.  GILES  (Southampton) : 
This  is  called  a  Westminster  Improve- 
ment Bill,   and   it  would  be  a  great 

Mr.  Dixon-Hartland 


improvement  to  remove  the  block  of 
houses  between  Parliament  Street  and 
King  Street,  but  there  is  not  the  least 
necessity  for  the  creation  of  a  new 
street  from  the  middle  of  the  Foreign 
Office  quadrangle  to  Westminster  Abbey. 
In  the  carrying  out  of  this  design  valu- 
able properties  would  be  destroyed, 
amongst  others  the  building  forming 
the  Institute  of  Civil  Engineers,  which 
has  existed  for  75  years,  and  which 
has  a  frontage  of  over  120  feet.  This 
Bill  has  been  before  the  House  in  1887 
and  in  1890,  and  the  powers  have 
lapsed.  The  promoters,  who  are  simply 
impecunious  speculators,  are  now  trying 
to  renew  these  powers,  to  the  prejudice 
of  all  the  inhabitants  dwelling  in  the 
neighbourhood.  It  has  been  decided 
by  the  Institute  of  Civil  Engineers  to 
rebuild  their  property,  but  are  they  to 
wait  in  a  state  of  uncertainty  for  another 
three  years,  and  with,  as  they  think, 
no  chance  of  the  scheme  being  carried 
out? 

*(3.21.)    Colonel  MAKINS  (Essex, 
S. W.) :  So  far  as  I  gather,  nothing  has 
been  said  against  the  principle  of  the 
Bill,  and  that,  I  understand,   is  the 
subject     of    debate    on     a     Second 
Beading.    A  great  deal  of  what  has 
been    said    by    hon.    Members   may 
be  perfectly  true;    but  the  question 
as  to  whether  or  not  further  safeguards 
are    necessary  for    the  protection    of 
private  interests  is  a  question  for  the 
consideration    of    the    Committee    to 
whom  the  details  of  the  Bill  will  be 
referred.     Now  the  history  of  the  Bill 
is  not  quite  that  given  by  the  hon. 
Member    for    the    Uxbridge    Divisiom 
(Mr.  Dixon-Hartland).    The  object  of    , 
the  Bill  now  before  the  House  is  to    ] 
bring  back  the  position  to  what  it  was    j 
when  the  Bill  left  this  House  in  1887.    j 
The  4th  clause,  on  which    so  much   j 
stress  has  been  laid  by  the  hon.  Mem* 
ber,  was  inserted  at  the  last  moment 
in  the  House  of  Lords  at  the  instance 
of  Sir  Richard  Nicholson,  clerk  to  the 
Middlesex    County    Council    and   an 
occupier  in  the  district,  who  is  also  the 
leader  of  the  present  opposition.    Sir 
Richard  Nicholson's  position  is  this. 
he  made  an  agreement  with  the  pro- 
moters of  the  Bill  for  the  protection  of 
his  own  interests,  and  at  the  last  moment 
he  got  this  clause  put  in.    The  pro- 
moters took  it  and  have  since  honestly 
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endeavoured  to  earn-  it  oat,  but  now 
the  object  of  the  Bill  is  to  get  rid  of 
the  4th  clause,  because  the  promoters 
find  it  is  impossible  to  raise  the  money 
in  the  way  provided — that  is,  bv  sub- 
scription of  £500,000  in  open  Stock. 
Investors  will  not  subscribe  to  an 
undertaking  of  this  kind  in  open  Stock, 
but  they  will  take  Debentures  with  a 
contingent  claim  on  profits  if  hereafter 
made.  The  hon.  Member  has  alluded 
to  the  Cadogan  Land  Com- 
pany, and  the  connection  of  this 
company  with  the  matter  is  simply 
this  :  they  have  succeeded  in  carrying 
out,  I  will  not  say  a  precisely  similar. 
bat  in  most  respects  a  similar  under- 
taking ;  they  have  made  great  improve- 
ments on  the  Cadogan  Estate  in  Cadogan 
Square  and  Lennox  Gardens,  which 
they  have  converted  into  one  of  the 
handsomest  quarters  of  London,  and 
what  has  been  done  once  can,  in  all  pro- 
bability, be  done  a  second  time,  and  if  it 
should  not  be  done,  those  whose  interests 
are  concerned  are  protected  over  and 
over  again  in  most  cases  by  agreements, 
and  they  have  also  the  ample  protection 
of  the  Lands  Clauses  Act  incorporated 
into  this  Bill,  which  safeguards  can,  if 
the  Committee  think  necessary,  be  in- 
creased and  extended ;  and,  lastly,  they 
have  this  protection,  that  no  property 
can  be  taken  until  the  money  is  pro- 
vided. The  alarm  expressed  by  my 
hon.  Friend  is,  therefore,  exaggerated. 
He  says  he  does  not  want  to  have  this 
matter  hung  up  for    the  next  three 

Sirs.  Nor  do  the  company  wish  to 
ve  the  scheme  hung  up  for  the  next 
three  years ;  but,  unfortunately,  through 
the  action  of  the  opposition,  the 
scheme  has  been  hanging  since  1887, 
owing  to  the  very  clause  it  is 
now  sought  to  remove.  I  do  not 
wish  to  trine  with  the  House, 
and  I  therefore  say  that  if  the  clause 
be  re-enacted  neither  the  promoters  nor 
the  Cadogan  Company  could  possibly 
undertake  the  scheme.  If,  therefore, 
the  House  should  be  of  opinion  that 
the  safeguards  provided  by  the  4th 
clause  are  necessary  and  ought  to  be 
inserted,  then  the  House  had  better 
throw  out  the  Bill  at  once,  for  it  will 
be  absolutely  impossible  to  carry  out 
the  improvements.  It  is  not  necessary 
to  say  a  word  in  favour  of  the  improve- 
ments.   They  are  most  desirable.    That 


is  admitted.  The  or.lv  ouesticn  is.  who 
are  to  do  their.?  In  :he  Petition  pre- 
sented by  the  hon.  Gentleman  on  behalf 
of  those  whom  he  represents,  it  is  as- 
serted that  the  improvements  cucht  to 
be  carried  out  by  public  authority.  Well, 
the  London  County  Council  have  been 
approached,  and  their  opinion  is  that 
the  work  ought  to  be  done  by  the 
Government.  Thev  decline  to  under- 
take  the  widening  of  Parliament  Street : 
they  say  it  is  more  an  embellishment 
than  a  public  improvement,  and  they 
sav  it  should  be  undertaken  bv  the 
Government :  and  I  daresay  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  will  tell  us  that  the 
Treasury  are  not  prepared  to  rind  the 
monev.  So  it  follows  that  the  onlv 
other  resource  is  a  private  company 
which  will  act  under  the  powers  of 
the  Bill  if  the  House  will  grant 
them.  The  Government  look  with 
benevolence  on  the  undertaking, 
because  they  have  acquired  con- 
siderable property,  which  now  lies 
idle,  which  they  cannot  deal  with,  but 
which  under  this  scheme  thev  can 
make  useful  to  the  public  service ;  but, 
in  any  case,  before  they  allow  a  single 
step  to  be  taken,  they  would  have  to  be 
satisfied,  and  would  be  satisfied,  that 
the  promoters  were  able  to  cam*  out  their 
intentions.  The  last  day  for  petitioning 
has  gone  by,  and  two  Petitions  only 
have  been  presented.  One  of  these  is 
from  the  gentlemen  who* are  represented 
by  the  hon.  Member  who  has  spoken, 
and  the  other  is  from  the  Middlesex 
County  Council.  The  Chairman  of  the 
County  Council  informs  me  that  they 
look  with  favour  on  the  project,  and 
that  theirs  is  merely  a  watching  Peti- 
tion, so  as  to  get  a  further  safeguard, 
should  it  be  found  necessary,  in  Com- 
mittee. This  is  really  a  matter  of 
procedure.  The  nature  of  the  improve- 
ments intended  is  well-known,  and 
it  is  for  the  House  to  decide  whether 
the  Bill  should  pass  this  stage,  whether 
the  Bill  of  1887  should  be  re-passed 
without  the  fatal  clause  introduced  in 
the  House  of  Lords,  so  as  to  enable  the 
company  to  carry  out  this  much-needed 
improvement.  I  do  not  know  what  the 
Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means  may 
have  to  say  on  the  subject,  but  it 
appears  to  me  the  question  raised  by 
my  hon.  Friends  are  wholly  questions 
for  Committee,  and  that  thoy  have  not 
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at  all  attacked  the  principle  of  the 
measure,  which  is  the  question  to  be 
decided  by  the  House  now. 

(3.29.)  Mr.  WOOTTON  ISAAC- 
SON (Tower  Hamlets,  Stepney) : 
A  short  time  since  papers  and  plans 
in  relation  to  this  scheme  were 
brought  to  me.  I  examined  them, 
and  I  found  that  the  ideas  of  various 
leaseholders  were  so  capacious  that 
I  could  see  no  chance  of  carrying 
out  the  scheme  so  beneficial  to 
the  neighbourhood.  Any  hon.  Mem- 
ber who  has  examined  the  matter  must 
come  to  the  conclusion  I  have  arrived 
at,  that  this  locality  is  one  of  the 
grandest  quarters  in  the  whole  of 
London.  It  might  be  made  an  embel- 
ishment  to  the  Houses  of  Parliament, 
to  Westminster  Abbey,  to  the  .  whole 
Metropolis.  But  I  do  object  to  the 
House  of  Commons  being  made  the 
means  of  foisting  a  company  on  the 
public.  Not  a  penny  of  capital  has 
been  subscribed,  and  when  the  project 
was  put  before  me,  and  I  found  that  the 
House  was  to  be  asked  to  assist  in  float- 
ing the  company,  I  would  have  nothing 
to  do  with  it.  I  hope  the  House  will 
not  pass  the  measure  until  perfectly 
convinced  that  the  capital  has  been 
found.  If  there  are  gentlemen  interested 
in  these  improvements,  let  them  find 
the  money  and  make  their  profit  in 
the  best  way  they  can,  and  not  come  to 
the  public  to  subscribe  for  a  purpose 
out  of  which  they  will  never  get  a 
penny. 

*(3.30.)  The  FIRST  COMMIS- 
SIONER op  WORKS  (Mr.  Plunket, 
Dublin  University) :  As  the  Depart- 
ment I  have  the  honour  to  represent  has 
been  referred  to,  perhaps  the  House  will 
allow  me  to  say  a  few  words.  As  to 
the  prospects  of  the  scheme  as  a  com- 
mercial undertaking  I  express  no 
opinion  whatever,  and  as  to  whether 
the  Bill  is  a  proper  one  in  its  details, 
that  isaquestion,  I  think,  for  the  decision 
of  a  Committee  upstairs.  So  far  as  the 
Department  of  Works  is  concerned  we 
are,  speaking  generally,  satisfied  with 
the  proposals  contained  in  the  Bill.  My 
hon.  Friend  who  moved  the  rejection  of 
the  Bill  spoke  of  our  having  been  offered 
extravagant  terms,  but  I  think  there 
was  exaggeration  in  his  remark.  We 
have  been  offered  what  I  consider 
are  fair  terms,  but  no  more  than  fair 

Colonel  Makins 


terms.    Then  as  regards  the  proposi- 
tion that  a  project  of  this  kind  should 
be   taken  up  by  the  Government,   I 
myself  should  be  very  glad  could  I 
foresee  any  chance  of  it,  but   I  am 
afraid  I  cannot  hold  out  any  immediate 
hope  of  that.    I  will  give  the  House 
the  reasons  that  induce  me  to  give  my 
support  to  the  Second  Reading,  but 
I  do  not  wish  to  put  any  pressure  upon 
any  hon.  Member  who  sits  on  this  side 
of    the    House  to   vote  with  me.    It 
seems    to    me    that     the     proposals 
in  this  Bill    having   passed    through 
Committees    of    both    Houses    within 
the    last    few    years    is    a    circum- 
stance    that    should    induce    us    to, 
regard  this  Bill  with  favourable  con- 
sideration, and  if  an  alteration  intro- 
duced, as  we  have  been  told,  at  the  last 
moment  in  another  place  has  made 
the      success     of     the     undertaking 
impossible,    inasmuch     as     it     was 
attaching   to   it  an  unworkable    con- 
dition,    then     I     do     not    think    it 
is    improbable  that   some  other  plan 
may  be  devised  which  would  provide 
the  security  which  I  fully  admit  the 
persons  interested  are  justified  in  ask- 
ing for ;    therefore    it    seems  to  me 
the     Bill     should     be     allowed     to 
go     before     a     Committee.     If    the 
scheme  can  be    carried  out    success- 
fully, I  certainly  agree  it  will  confer  an 
enormous  advantage  on  this  part  of  the 
Metropolis,  not  only  because  the  traffic 
at  the  point  is  fearfully  congested  to  an 
extent    that    is    a     danger     to    the 
public,  but  looking  at  it  from  another 
point  of  view,  I  think  the   condition 
of  Parliament  Street  is  a  scandal  to 
the  Metropolis.    I   never  walk  down 
that    street    without   wondering  how 
it    is    that  it    has  been  so    long  left 
in  its  present  condition.    Parliament 
Street  does  not  unite,  so  much  as  it 
separates,  two  of  the  finest  sites  exist- 
ing in  any  capital  in  Europe.    At  the 
one  end  you  have  Whitehall  Place  and 
Charing  Cross,  and  at  the  other  end 
the  venerable  Abbey    of  Westminster 
and  the  buildings  of  the  Houses  of  Par- 
liament, two  magnificent  public  place* 
separated,  I  say,  at  the  present  time  by  * 
narrow  insignificant    street.    The  BSD 
under  other   circumstances   was  con- 
sidered a  good  one,  and  I  see  no  reason 
why  a  Committee  upstairs  might  not  bo 
able  to  put  in  such  terms  as,  while  allow- 
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ing  this  import*  b  public  improvement  to 
be  carried  out,  would  provide  all  security 
far  the  private  interests  concerned. 

(3.86.)  Mb.  SHAW  LEFEVEE 
(Bradford,  Central):  I  have  no  intention 
of  opposing  the  Bill,  and  if,  as  the 
result  of  passing  the  Bill,  Parliament 
Street  is  widened,  and  handsome  build- 
ings erected,  no  doubt  a  great  public 
improvement  will  be  carried  out. 
But  I  may  remind  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  and  the  House  that  it 
was  originally  intended,  many  years 
ago,  that  the  widening  of  the  street 
should  be  effected  by  the  Govern- 
ment, and  that  the  War  Office  should 
be  built  in  the  front  street.  That  in- 
tention was  abandoned  when,  later  on, 
it  was  agreed  that  the  War  Office  and 
the  Admiralty  should  adjoin  each  other 
on  the  Admiralty  site.  Then,  as  the 
Government  no  longer  wanted  the  site 
in  Parliament  Street,  the  plan  of  leaving 
the  carrying  out  of  the  improvements 
to  a  company  seemed  to  be  a 
wise  one.  But  since  then,  again, 
the  scheme  for  uniting  the  Admiralty 
and  the  War  Office  has  been  aban- 
doned, the  Admiralty  being  in  course 
of  building  on  the  site  by  itself. 
But  it  will  be  necessary  hereafter  to 
build  a  new  War  Office,  and  it  seems 
to,  me  there  are  only  two  possible  sites 
—the  one  in  question  and  the  one  oppo- 
site the  Admiralty  in  Whitehall — and  so 
it  becomes  matter  for  serious  considera- 
tion whether  it  is  wise  for  the  Govern- 
ment to  part  with  the  property  the 
ate  of  which  is,  I  believe,  on  the  whole, 
about  the  best  remaining  site  for  a  new 
War  Office.  It  is  a  matter  for  the 
Board  of  Works  to  consider  whether 
H  is  altogether  wise  to  entrust  the 
tarrying  out  of  this  scheme  to  a  private 
company.  I  merely  throw  out  the  sug- 
gestion to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 

Mb.  PLUNKET :  With  the  permis- 
sion of  the  House,  I  may  be  allowed 
to  say  that  this  very  point  has  been 
carefully  considered  by  the  Office  of 
"Works ;  and  if  the  scheme  were  success- 
folly  carried  out,  it  would  greatly  facili- 
tate the  application  of  the  site  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  has  referred  to, 
to  the  erection  of  a  new  War  Office  or 
any  other  public  building  considered 
necessary. 

Mr.  SHAW  LEFEVEE:  Then  I 
understand  it  is    not   intended  abso- 


|  lutely  to  part  with  the  site — that  the 
Government  will  retain  some  kind  of 
lien  upon  it  ? 

(3.38.)  The  CHAIBMAN  op  COM- 
MITTEES (Mr.  Courtney,  Cornwall, 
Bodmin) :  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
(Mr.  Shaw  Lefevre)  has  intervened 
with  a  special  question,  not,  indeed, 
without  warrant,  and  I  thoroughly 
sympathise  with  him  in  regretting  that 
the  War  Office  and  the  Admiralty  are 
not  united  upon  one  site  in  Spring 
Gardens.  I  still  think  that  it  would  be 
well  to  have  the  new  War  Office  near  the 
Admiralty,  so  that  the  two  arms  of 
the  Military  Service  of  the  Crown  may 
be  close  together.  But  I  do  not  think, 
in  view  of  what  has  just  been  said, 
that  any  adequate  reason  has  been 
advanced  for  not  referring  this  Bill,  in 
the  ordinary  course,  to  a  Committee, 
arising  from  the  course  that  may 
be  adopted  in  regard  to  the  new 
War  Office.  The  question  is  now, 
Shall  we  send  this  Bill  to  a 
Committee  or  not?  Those  who  have 
opposed  the  Bill  have  some  ground  for 
their  opposition.  The  projectors  of  the 
scheme  got  their  Bill  in  1887,  and  their 
powers  were  renewed  in  1890,  but 
practically  nothing  has  been  done  from 
that  time  to  this.  Those  who  are 
interested  and  concerned  in  this  matter 
are  the  Institute  of  Civil  Engineers  and 
house  owners  in  the  neighbourhood, 
who  not  unreasonably  may  complain  of 
being  left  for  many  years  in  an  un- 
certain position.  They  do  not  know 
whether  it  is  best  to  make  alterations 
and  improvements  in  their  buildings,  or 
whether  or  not  they  may  be  liable  to  be 
turned  out  at  short  notice.  Of  course, 
the  whole  question  turns  upon  facts, 
and  the  promoters  now  propose  to  give 
a  guarantee  that  they  will  within  a 
short  time  carry  out  their  plans.  They 
say  they  are  able  to  lay  before  the  Com- 
mittee an  absolute  guarantee  that  they 
will  be  able  to  proceed  with  the  work 
subject  to  the  preliminary  Certificate  of 
the  Commissioners  of  Works  ;  that  in 
twelve  months  they  will  proceed  with 
the  work  or  abandon  it  altogether.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  hon.  Member  for 
Stepney  (Mr.  Wootton  Isaacson)  assures 
us  that  he  has  private  information,  and 
his  view  is  shared  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  the  Uxbridge  Division  (Mr.  Dixon- 
Hartland)  that  the  promoters  are  not 
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in  a  position  to  carry  out  their  plans. 
But  are  we  competent  here,  on  the  floor 
of  this  House,  to  determine  the 
question  ?  I  have  the  greatest  re- 
gard for  the  accuracy  of  the 
judgment  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Uxbridge,  and  I  pay  due  deference  to 
the  opinion  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Stepney  ;  but  I  do  not  think  that  what 
those  hon.  Members  have  said  can  be 
accepted  as  conclusive  upon  points  of 
detail  which  can  only  be  decided  upon 
examination  of  financial  facts  and  the 
evidence  of  financial  experts.  They 
will  bring  their  data  before  the  Select 
Committee,  and  the  Committee  will 
decide  in  the  usual  course.  But  the 
facts  cannot  be  ascertained  here ;  and 
if  we  are  to  proceed  with  reasonable 
caution,  we  must  refer  these  matters  of 
detail  to  a  Committee  upstairs.  If  the 
Committee  are  not  satisfied  from  what 
is  laid  before  them,  that  the  future 
fortunes  of  the  scheme  will  be  different 
from  what  they  have  been  in  the  last 
five  years,  the  Committee  will  report 
against  the  Bill,  but  we  cannot  decide 
here  and  now  whether  the  plan  is  hope- 
less or  not.  The  merits  of  the  plan  as 
a  public  improvement  are  admitted, 
and  the  Board  of  Works,  after  full 
examination,  are  favourable  to  it.  I 
hope  the  House  will  allow  the  Bill  to 
follow  the  ordinary  course,  and  that 
the  Committee  will  be  left  to  decide 
questions  a  Committee  alone  can 
decide. 

Mr.  WOOTTON  ISAACSON:  Would 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  favour  a  pro- 
posal that  the  scheme  should  be  held  up 
for  less  than  three  years  ? 

(3.46.)     Question  put. 

The  House  divided  : — Ayes  228  ; 
Noes  14.— (Div.  List,  No.  16.) 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  com- 
mitted. 

MANCHESTER,  SHEFFIELD,  AND  LIN- 
COLNSHIRE  RAILWAY  (EXTEN8ION 
TO    LONDON,  &c.)  BILL  (by  Order,) 
SECOND   READING. 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time." 

Mr,  Courtney 


(3.59.)  Mr.  BOULNOIS  (Maryle- 
bone,  E.) :  If,  Sir,  I  do  not  oppose  the 
Second  Beading  of  the  Bill  now  and 
wish  to  move  the  Reference  of  the  Bill 
to  a  Hybrid  Committee,  should  I  be 
able  to  make  that  Motion  now  or  at  a 
later  date  ?  I  mean  supposing  the  Bill 
is  unopposed. 

Mr.  SPEAKER :  The  Bill,  if  un- 
opposed, will  be  read  a  second  time 
and  referred  to  an  ordinary  Select 
Committee.  It  will  be  open  to  the  hon. 
Member  to  move  the  discharge  of  the 
Order  for  reference  to  a  Select  Com- 
mittee, and  to  move  that  the  Bill  be 
referred  to  a  Hybrid  Committee. 

Mr.  BOULNOIS :  Shall  I  be  able 
to  do  that  now7  if  the  Second  Reading 
is  unopposed  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER:  The  Question  now 
is  the  Second  Reading,  and  whether 
this  is  opposed  or  not  a  subsequent 
Motion  may,  as  Opposed  Business,  be 
deferred  to  a  later  day. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  BOULNOIS :  Then,  Sir,  I  give 
notice  that  to-morrow  I  shall  make  the 
Motion  for  the  Reference  of  the  Bill  to 
a  Hybrid  Committee. 

Mr.  SPEAKER :  The  hon.  Member 
should  in  terms  make  his  Motion  now. 

Mr.  BOULNOIS :  I  beg  to  move 
the  Motion  which  stands  in  my  name. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

"  That  the  Bill  be  referred  to  a  Meet  Com- 
mittee  of  Seven  Members,  Four  to  be 
nominated  by  the  House  and  Three  by  the 
Committee  of  Selection. 

That,  subject  to  the  Roles,  Orders,  and 
Proceedings  of  this  House,  all  Petitions 
against  the  Bill  presented  on  or  before  th» 
27th  February  last  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee ;  that  such  of  the  Petitioners  as  pray  W 
be  heard  by  themselves,  their  Counsel,  Agmti, 
or  Witnesses  be  heard  upon  their  Petitions  if 
they  think  fit,  and  Counsel  heard  in  support 
of  the  Bill  ^^ 

That  the  Committee  hare  power  to  send  for 
persons,  papers,  and  records. 

That  Four  be  the  quorum." 

Mb.  HENEAGE  (Great  Grimsby): 
I  object.  I  would  suggest  that  it  be 
taken  this  day  week. 

Mb.  SPEAKER:  It  would  stand 
over  till  to-morrow  in  the  usual  way. 

Debate  adjourned  till  To-morrow. 

Mb.  BOULNOIS:  I  beg  to  give 
notice  that  to-morrow  I  shall  move — 
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it  be  ui  Instruction  to  the  Committee 
ft*  consider,  if  they  think  fit,  whether,  if  the 
Ba&way  is  shown  to  be  required,  the  proposed 
>ppro«oh  to  London,  and  the  district  in  which 
tne  terminus  is  to  be  placed,  is  the  most  suit- 
able, regard  being  haa  to  the  character  of  the 
fertictiliir  site  and  the  neighbourhood,  the 
■Mane  of  access  thereto,  and  the  convenience 
ef  the  Metropolis  generally." 

QUESTIONS. 


1 


EXPENSES  OF  INDIAN  MILITARY 
EXPEDITIONS. 
Mb.  BRYCE  (Aberdeen,  S.)  :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  India  whether  he  can  state  to  the 
House  what  progress  has  been  made  in 
preparing  the  Return  regarding  expen- 
diture incurred  by  the  Government  of 
India  beyond  the  north-west  frontier 

of  India  in  military  expeditions  and 
explorations,  and  upon  military  rail- 
ways and  roads,  notice  to  move  for 
which  Return  was  given  last  July,  and 
with  regard  to  which  he  stated,  on 
24th  July,  that  communications  would 
be  addressed  to  the  Government  of 
India,  and  that  "  all  details  compatible 
with  the  public  interest  will  be  given  ;" 
and  if  he  can  say  when  it  is  likely 
that  the  Return  will  be  presented  to 
the  House  ? 

•The  SECRETARY  to  the 
TREASURY  (Sir  John  Gorst, 
Chatham,  for  The  Under  Secretary 
of  State  for  India,  Mr.  Curzon, 
Lancashire,  Southport) :  The  special 
collection  and  tabulation  of  the  figures  of 
the  various  departments  from  the 
Accounts  for  the  past  ten  years  is  being 
made.  The  Secretary  of  State  is  not  able 
to  state  when  the  Return  is  likely  to  be 
presented,  but  he  is  informed  that  it 
tt  difficult  and  laborious,  and  causes 
a  heavy  strain  on  the  staff  of  the 
Secretariat. 

Mr.  BRYCE :  Will  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  tell  me  in  what  form  the 
Beturn  is  to  be  made  ?  He  undertook 
last  Session  to  give  me  an  idea  of  the 
form  in  which  the  Return  would  be 
asked  for. 

♦Sib  JOHN  GORST :  I  am  afraid 
the  hon.  Gentleman  must  apply  to 
my  successor  for  information  on  that 
point. 


POLICE  AND  PUBLIC  HEALTH 
(SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Mr.  ESSLEMONT  (Aberdeen,  E.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Lord  Advocate  when 
the  Government  are  to  introduce  the 
Police  and  Public  Health  (Scotland) 
Bill ;  and  whether  it  is  the  intention  of 
Her  Majesty's  Government  to  arrange 
that  the  Bill  may  be  read  a  second 
time  before  Easter  ? 
♦The  LORD  ADVOCATE  (Sir  C.  J. 
Pearson,  Edinburgh  and  St.  Andrew' 
Universities)  :  In  reply  to  the  first  part 
of  the  question,  I  hope  in  a  few  days  to 
introduce  the  Burgh  Police  and  Health 
(Scotland)  Bill,  to  which,  no  doubt, 
the  hon.  Member  refers.  The  ques- 
tion of  when  it  may  be  read  a  second 
time,  will  depend  on  the  progress  made 
with  the  Public  Business  already  before 
the  House. 

FAMINE  KITCHENS  IN  INDIA. 

Mr.  MAC  NEILL  (Donegal,  S.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  India  whether  the  attention 
of  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India  has 
been  directed  to  the  following  para- 
graph from  the  Times  Correspondent, 
dated  Calcutta,  28th  February,  and 
appearing  in  the  Times,  29th  February — 

"  According  to  a  Madras  telegram  the  col- 
lector  at  Kinnoul  reports  that  women  of  the 
higher  castes  will  not  resort  to  the  famine 
kitchens.  The  Famine  Commissioner,  how* 
ever,  thinks  they  should  be  given  a  chance  of 
attending  before  that  opinion  is  formed ;" 

and  what  course  the  Government  of 
India  intend  to  take  in  the  matter? 

♦Sir  JOHN  GORST  (for  Mr.  Curzon)  : 
The  Secretary  of  State  has  seen  the 
telegram.  The  next  sentence  in  the 
Times  telegram  to  the  one  quoted  by 
the  hon.  Member,  would  appear  to  show 
that  the  opening  of  special  relief 
kitchens  for  these  classes  was  under 
consideration.  The  Famine  Code  makes 
full  provision  to  meet  these  cases,  and 
there  is  no  need  for  special  inquiry. 

THE  INDIAN  CENSUS, 

Mr.  BRYCE:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  India 
whether,  considering  the  importance  of 
much  of  the  information  contained  in 
the  Returns  of  the  late  Census  of  India, 
and  the  difficulty  of  procuring  those 
Returns  here,  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
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ment  will  cause  to  be  presented  to 
Parliament  such  pails  of  those  Returns 
as  are  most  likely  to  be  of  interest  and 
value  in  this  country  ? 
•Sib  JOHN  GORST  (for  Mr.  Curzoh)  : 
The  only  tabulated  results  of  the  Indian 
Census  were  given  as  an  Appendix  to 
the  last  Moral  and  Material  Report. 
The  final  Report  is  not  expected  for 
some  months,  and  when  it  is  received 
the  Secretary  of  State  will  consider  in 
what  form  the  information  can  best  be 
made  public  in  this  country. 
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PROPOSED  CADABTRAL  SURVEY  OP 
INDIA. 

Mb.  MAC  NEILL :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  India 
whether  the  Reports  of  the  Government 
of  Bengal  and  tne  Government  of  India, 
and  the  Orders  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
regarding  the  proposed  cadastral  sur- 
vey of  Behar,  can  be  laid  upon  the 
Table  of  the  House  along  with  the 
Reports  of  the  Divisional  Commissioners 
and  District  Officers  who  were  con- 
sulted by  the  Government  of  Bengal  re- 
garding the  introduction  of  the  present 
measure;  and  whether,  considering  the 
general  indebtedness  of  the  zemindars 
and  ryots  in  Behar,  the  Government 
of  Bengal  will  proceed  with  the  cadastral 
survey,  which  will  lead  to  additional 
expense  ? 
•Sib  JOHN  GORST  (for  Mr.  Curzon): 
If  the  hon.  Member  will  move  for  the 
Papers,  the  Secretary  of  State  will  pre- 
sent them  as  an  unopposed  Return. 
The  Secretary  of  State  considers  it 
necessary,  in  the  interests  of  the  ryots, 
to  proceed  with  the  survey.  He  has 
received  no  representations  as  to  the 
general  indebtedness  of  the  zemindars. 

THE  ROYAL  NIGER  COMPANY. 
Mb.  W.  H.  CROSS  (Liverpool, 
West  Derby) :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  Foreign  Affairs  whether  his 
attention  has  been  drawn  to  a  state- 
ment in  the  Times  of  9th  February, 
of  Lord  Aberdare,  the  Governor  of  the 
Royal  Niger  Company,  Chartered  and 
Limited,  to  the  effect  that  Her  Majesty's 
Government  have  exacted  from  that 
-Company  the  amplest  information  as  to 
the  application  of  the  r  administrative 
revenue  ;  whether,  in  view  of  the  special 
Mr.  Bryce 


provisions  contained  to  that  end  in  the 
Royal  Charter,  the  Government  have 
yearly  exacted  full  and  verified  parti- 
culars of  the  incidence,  collection,  pro- 
ceeds, and  application  of  all  revenues 
raised  by  the  Royal  Niger  Company : 
whether  the  Government  will  now  lay 
these  Returns  before  this  House,  toge- 
ther with  particulars  of  what,  if  any, 
modifications  have  from  time  to  time 
been  suggested  to  the  Company  by  Her 
Majesty's  Secretary  of  State ;  and 
whether  such  suggestions  have  been 
duly  carried  into  effect  ? 

The  UNDER  SECRETARY  op 
STATE  for  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS 
(Mr.  J.  W.  Lowtheb,  Cumberland, 
Penrith) :  There  is  no  provision  in  the 
Charter  for  a  yearly  examination.  It 
is  stipulated  that  the  Company  shall 
furnish  accounts  from  time  to  time  as 
may  be  directed  by  the  Secretary  of 
State.  The  statement  made  by  Lord 
Aberdare  is  correct.  In  1888,  Major 
Macdonald,  on  behalf  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government,  personally  examined  every 
branch  of  administration,  inspected  the 
police  force ,  visi  ted  the  stations  and  ascer- 
tained the  amount  of  Government  work 
done  by  the  Fleet.  Some  modifications 
in  the  duties  have  been  made  with  the 
sanction  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  and 
a  Return  will  be  prepared  and  laid, 
similar  to  that  laid  in  1888,  as  Boon  as 
the     requisite     information    can     be 


THE  SHETLAND  TELEGRAPH  CABLES. 

Mb.  L YELL  (Orkney  and  Shetland) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Postmaster  General 
whether  it  is  true,  as  reported,  that 
both  the  telegraph  cables  to  Shetland 
are  broken ;  and,  if  so,  when  one  « 
both  of  these  cables  will  be  repaired, 
so  that  telegraphic  communication  m»j 
be  restored  ?  \ 

The  POSTMASTER  (JENEBAL 
(Sir  J.  Ferousson,  Manchester, 
N.E.) :  When  the  hon.  Member  gan 
notice  of  this  question,  both  cables  to 
Shetland  were  broken;  but  the  duett 
cable  from  Sinclair  Bay  in  Caifhneav 
shire  was  repaired  yesterday,  aW  the 
cable  ship  of  the  Department  will  now 
proceed  to  repair  the  local  cable  ffOB 
the  Orkneys.  '  . ' 
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Mb.  HAYDEN  (Leitrim,  S.) :  I  beg  singing  of  "  God  Save  Ireland  "  at  the 

to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  railway    station  while    he  was  being 

Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  the  dis-  removed  ? 

orderly  conduct  of  which  the  late  Mr.        Mr.    JACKSON  :    I   do  not   know 

P.  W.  Nally  was  alleged  to  be  guilty,  whether  the   disorderly  conduct  con- 

and  for  which  he  was  deprived  of  some  sisted  of  the  use  of  anv  particular  words, 

of  his  good  conduct  marks,  consisted  but  it  was  perfectly  well  known  that 

of  a  protest  at  Downpatrick  Railway  prisoners  in  these  circumstances  ought 

Station  against  being  forcibly  brought  not  to  have  shouted  at  the  railway 

to  England  to  give  evidence  against  station  while  being  removed. 
Mr.   Parnell  and  the  Irish  Members        Subsequently 

WoiSrthxT  liv^  Con?mi88ioni    wtot        Mr.    M'CARTAN:     I    beg  to    ask 

was  Mr.  Nally  s  general  conduct  whilst  the     Chief     3^^    ^    ^     j^ 

in  prison  ;  what  was  the  entire  length  Lieutenant    of    Ireland,   whether  any 

of  tame  he  was  m  prison,  including  the  professional  gentleman  was  instructed 

period  he  was,  through  no  fault  of  his,  to  repl.esent  the  Crown  at  the  Coroner's 

awaitmg  trial ;  and  what  is  the  time  {       £8t  held  on  the  remaing  of   p    w 

an  ordinary  convict  would  be  allowed  N£u      who  died  in  Mountjoy  Gaol . 

iout  of  a  term  of  ten  years  if  he  con-  and  whether  he  ^n  have  laid  uponthe 

formed  to  the  prison  rules?  Table  of    the    House    co?ies    of    the 

The     CHIEF    SECRETARY    for  depositions  taken  at  the  inquest,  and 

IRELAND  (Mr.  Jackson,  Leeds,  N.) :  also  a  C0PY    of    the    verdict    of    the 

The    General    Prisons    Board    report  ™ne^!*^?'       T 
that     Nally    was    punished    on    the        Mr.  JACKSON :  I  am  informed  that 

:  .5  .      .  no  professional    gentleman     appeared 

onasion    in    question    not     for    any  on  £hal{  of  the  grown  at  the  *£      b 

potest,   but  for  having   shouted  in  a  on  Mr  NaU       Ag  dg  the  8^cond 

load    and    disorderly    manner    calcu-  para^ph  !Jhave  ^^  m     ^  to  be 

feed  to  create  a  disturbance,  and  no  ^  ^  ^  far  ag  we  ^  tJhere  -g 

force  whatever  was  used  in  bringing  the  n0  official  {  the  deposition8  or  o{ 

prisoner  to  England,  as  he  was  merely  ^  verdj[cj; 

EfftSjEZ  tSf&H  .   Mb-  SEXTON  (Belfast  W.)  :  What 
the  case  mentioned,  he  does  not  appear  information  does  the  right  hon  Gentle- 
to  have  infringed  the  prescribed  prison  ™an  now  PW8?  %  lav  4before  *he 
rules.     He  was    ten    and    a    quarter  House  to  enable  the  Houm  to  consider 
Si  months  in  custody  before  trial,  and  he  ^  circumstances  of  Mr  Nally  s  death ; 
J  served  seven    years    and    seven    and  and  also  with  regard  to  the  statement 
Jl  two-thirds  months  under  his  sentence  that*he  9"™™?™*  represented    I 
of  ten  years'  penal  servitude.   A  convict  wou[d  ask  wha*  "*     1™  and  practice 
undergoing  ten  years'  penal  servitude  on  the  ^presentation  of  the  Crown  at 
is,  unler  the  prison  rules,  released  on  uf^*%  0n  m°n  who  die  in  the  oustody 
licence  at  the  end  of  seven  years  and  °  ,,  e  tT^tto/vkt    ™    ,. 
eight  and  a  quarter  months  from  the       u¥*'  3i°^° * :  ^  1S  a^uest^n 
date    of    the    commencement    of    his  ™hlch    **?**    be    addressed  to    the 
sentence,    provided  that  his  conduct  A"°rney  General     for    Ireland      No 
has  been  invariably  good.  JJJJf  ^  7^^°  eng&ged    °n 

Mr.    HAYDEN :     Did    Mr.    Nally       Mr.     SEXTON  :     There    are    two 

make  any  protest  against  being  brought  questions  I  have  to  ask.    First,  what 

to  England  ?  means  the  House  is  to  be  afforded  to 

Mr.   JACKSON  :    As  I  understand  allow  it  to  judge  whether  the  officials 

the   question,    it   is  whether  he  was  of    the   Crown  were  blameworthy   in 

isned  for  having  made  a  protest,  reference  to  the  death  of  Nally ;  and, 

was  not,  but  for  disorderly  conduct,  secondly — and  I  address   this   to  the 

which  consisted  of  shouting  loudly  in  Attorney  General  for  Ireland — what  is 

&  disorderly  manner.  the  law  and  practice  as  to  the  Crown 

VOL.  I.  [new  series.]  3  Z 
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being  represented  by  professional 
gentlemen  with  a  view  to  securing  a 
record  of  the  causes  of  the  death  of 
a  prisoner  dying  in  the  custody  of  the 
Crown  ? 

The  ATTOBNEY  GENERAL,  fob 
IRELAND  {Mr.  Madden,  Dublin 
University) :  There  is  no  such  law, 
nor  is  there  an  invariable  custom  for 
the  Crown  to  be  represented  at  inquests 
on  the  death  of  persons  dying  in  the 
custody  of  the  Crown. 

Mb.  SEXTON:  An  inqnest  was 
ordered  in  this  case  to  determine 
whether  the  man  came  to  his  death  by 
the  blameworthy  action  of  others.  Does 
the  Attorney  General  justify  the  Crown 
not  being  represented  at  the  inquest 
so  as  to  secure  a  record  of  the  pro- 
ceedings, so  that  now  we  have  no 
record  of  them  ? 

Mb.  JACKSON  :  I  understand  it  is 
not  the  duty  of  the  Crown  to  engage 
professional  assistance  in  such  cases. 
This  was  a  perfectly  simple  case,  and 
was  referred  to  the  Coroner  in  the 
ordinary  course. 

Mb.  P.  O'BRIEN  :  Did  the  Crown 
find  legal  assistance  at  the  inquest 
in  reference  to  the  Boicide  of  the  late 
Mr.  Ridley  ? 

Mb.  MADDEN  :  Yes  ;  that  is  my 
recollection. 

Mb.  P.  O'BRIEN :  Why  was  that 
course  not  adopted  in  this  case  ? 

Mr.  SEXTON  :  I  shall  take  the 
earliest  opportunity  of  calling  attention 
to  the  fact  that  as  soon  as  this  man 
died  the  Government  showed  them- 
selves indifferent  to  the  consequences. 

HAULBOWLINE  DOCKYARD. 
Mr.  FLYNN  (Cork,  N.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 
whether  steps  will  be  taken  to  facilitate 
the  erection  of  the  machinery  and  other 
plant  necessary  to  make  Haulbowline 
Docks  available  for  the  purpose  for 
which  they  were  erected  ;  and  whether 
instructions  will  be  issued  at  an  early 
date  to  have  all  necessary  repairs  to 
Her  Majesty's  ships  stationed  in  Irish 
waters  executed  in  these  Dockyards? 

•The  FIRST  LORD  op  the  AD- 
MIRALTY (Lord  George  Hamilton, 
Middlesex,  Ealing):  The  machinery 
and  plant  required  in  connection  with 
this  dockyard  is  in  course  of  supply. 
When  the  dolphins  have  been  erected, 
JUT.  Sexto « 


the  dock  will  be  available  for  use  b) 
ships  in  emergency.  I  am  anxious  tc 
utilise  this  dock  as  much  as  possible, 
but  I  cannot  lay  down  a  rule  that  re- 
pairs in  the  future  must  be  executed  at 
a  certain  place,  unless  the  nature  and 
extent  of  the  repairs  are  well  known, 
and  the  capacity  of  the  dock  admits 
of  it. 

NEWCASTLE  (COUNTY  DOWN) 
HARBOUR. 
Mb.  M'CARTAN  (Down,  S.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  witb 
reference  to  the  necessity  for  harbour 
accommodation  at  Newcastle,  County 
Down,  whether  he  is  aware  that,  ac- 
cording to  the  Report  of  the  Inspectors 
of  Irish  Fisheries,  of  the  41,739  measf 
of  herring,  sold  at  £37,989,  and  caughl 
along  the  Irish  coast  last  year,  21,794 
mease,  which  sold  at  £20,206,  wen 
caught  in  Dundrum  Bay  on  the  County 
Down  coast ;  whether  he  is  aware  thai 
Scotch  and  Manx  boats  made  up  the 
greater  number  of  those  engaged  in  tht 
herring  fishery  there  last  season; 
whether  his  attention  has  been  called 
to  the  last  Report  of  the  Inspectors  of 
Irish  Fisheries,  in  which  they  state 
that  "  boats  cannot  get  in  or  out  (oi 
Newcastle  Harbour)  without  great 
risk  and  difficulty  ";  and  whether,  con- 
sidering that  Newcastle  is  situate  at  the 
centre  of  the  coast  of  Dundrum  Bay, 
he  will  now  inquire  if  anything  can  be 
done  to  provide  Newcastle  with  propei 
harbour  accommodation  ? 
•Sib  JOHN  GORST:  I  am  in- 
formed that  the  Harbour  of  Ard- 
glass,  where  nearly  all  the  herrings 
alluded  to  were  caught  and  sold,  lies 
to  the  north-east  of,  and  not  in,  Dan- 
drum  Bay,  and  that  while  Sootch  and 
Manx  boats  frequent  Ardglass  in  large 
numbers  none  are  believed  to  use  New- 
castle. The  third  statement  in  the 
question  is  correct,  but  I  am  afraid  tint 
I  cannot  add  anything  to  the  answer 
which  I  gave  to  the  Eon.  Member  on 
the  22nd  and  25th  ultimo. 

KINSALE  HARBOUR  BOARD. 

Mb.  FLYNN  (for  Mr.  Momwoh, 
Cork,  S.E.):  I  beg  to  ask  tin 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  how  much 
of  the  sum  of  £11,059  15s.  Id.  aUegsi 
by  the  Board  of   Works,  Ireland,  to 
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be  due  by  the  Kinsale  Harbour  Board 
is  principal  and  bow  much  interest ; 
whether  compound  interest  has  been 
charged ;  and,  if  so,  will  he  have  the 
rebate  of  1  per  cent,  promised  on 
39th  February  calculated  on  the  same 
bads;  and  is  he  prepared  to  state  what 
the  rebate,  calculated  from  the  date  of 
toe  award,  23rd  April,  1890,  to  29th 
February,  1892,  will  amount  to? 

s8m  J.  GOEST:  Of  the  sum  named, 
£10,722  15s.  Id.  represents  the  out- 
standing principal,  and  £337  represents 
the  outstanding  interest.  This  interest, 
which  had  accrued  up  to  the  31st 
October,  1889,  was  capitalised  under 
the  award  of  the  23rd  April,  1890, 
and  to  this  extent,  therefore,  com- 
pound interest  has  been  charged.  The 
effect  of  the  reduction  of  interest  now 
granted  will  be  simply  that  all  interest 
after  the  1st  November,  1889,  the  date 
covered  by  the  award,  will  be  calculated 
at  4  percent,  insteadof  5  percent.  The 
reduction  on  this  account  from  1st 
November,  1889,  to  29th  February, 
1892,  will,  I  am  informed,  amount  to 
£266 17a.  2d. 

Mb.  FLYNN  :  May  I  ask  if  it  is  pos- 
sible for  the  Treasury  or  the  Board  of 
Works  in  Ireland  to  relieve  a  portion  of 
the  compound  interest  which  has  been 
charged  at  5  per  cent.  ? 

•SmJ.GORST:  I  do  not  see  my  way 
clear  to  disturb  the  award  which  was 

made  as  from  the  1st  November,  1889. 

Subsequently, 

Me.  FLYNN:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  what  is  the 
Hsual  rate  of  interest  charged  by  the 
Irish  Board  of  Works  to  the  different 
Public  Bodies  in  Ireland  on  advancesin 
connection  with  public  works  ;  and  if 
the  interest  charged  on  the  Kinsale 
Harbour  Authorities  will  be  reduced  to 
the  lowest  rate  charged  by  the 
Treasury? 

*Sra  J.  GORST:  The  usual  rate  of 
interest  on  loans  for  Public  Works 
which  are  granted,  as  in  the  present 
case,  under  general  powersand  not  under 
Special  Acts  was  originally  5  per  cent., 
it  is  now  4  per  cent.  The  interest  on 
the  Kinsale  Harbjur  loan  has  accord- 
ingly been  reduce!  to  the  lowest  rate 
charged  by  the  Treasury  for  such 
loans. 


THE  VACCINATION  COMMITTEE. 

Mb.  CHANNING  (Northampton, 
E.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of 
the  Local  Government  Board  whether, 
in  view  of  the  Report  of  the  Select 
Committee  on  Vaccination  in  1871) 
recom  in  en  ding — 

"That  whenever  in  any  cue  two  penalties 
or  one  full  penalty  have  been  imposed  upon  a 
parent,  the  Magistrate  should  not  impose  any 
further  penalty  in  respect  of  the  same  child. 


and  of  the  fact  that  Section  10  of  the 
Vaccination  Bill  of  1871,  legalising  this 
recommendation,  was  carried  in  the 
House  of  Commons  but  rejected  in  the 
House  of  Lords  by  eight  votes  to 
seven,  he  will  now  introduce  a  Bill  to 
give  effect  to  the  recommendation  of 
the  Select  Committee  of  1871  ? 

•The  PRESIDENT  of  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr. 
Ritchie,  Tower  Hamlets,  St.  George's) : 
I  hardly  think  the  hon.  Gentleman  can 
be  serious  in  asking  the  Government  to 
bring  in  a  Bill  to  give  effect  to  the 
recommendation  of  a  Select  Com- 
mittee which  sat  21  years  ago  upon  a 
subject  on  which  a  Royal  Commission 
is  at  present  sitting. 

Mb.  CHANNING  :  Can  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  say  when  the  Interim 
Report  ordered  by  the  Royal  Commis- 
sion is  likely  to  be  issued  ? 

■  Mb.  RITCHIE  :  I  am  not  aware 
that  such  a  Report  was  decided  upon. 
I  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Commission  on  the  question  put  to  me 
the  other  day  on  the  subject,  and  I 
understand  it  will  receive  their  con- 
sideration, but  I  am  not  aware  that 
they  have  come  to  any  decision  in  the 
matter. 

CLARE  CONSTABULARY  FORCE. 
Mb.  SEXTON  (for  Mr.  Cox,  Clare,E.): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  is 
aware  that  the  County  Clare  is  entitled 
to  a  constabulary  free  force  of  363 
men  ;  that  the  free  force  at  present 
amounts  to  only  344 ;  and  that  the 
extra  force  numbers  144,  at  a  cost  of 
£6,000  a-year  to  the  ratepayers ;  and 
whether  he  will  now  consider  the  ad- 
visability of  withdrawing  the  extra 
force  from  the  county ;  and  whether 
the  eess  in  County  Clare  was  not  higher 
than  any  other  county  in  Ireland? 
3  Z  2 
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Mr.  JACKSON :  I  have  no  informa-        Mr.  JACKSON  :    I  understand  that 

tion  before  me  with  regard  to  the  last  in  1891  the  county  cess  in  Kerry  was 

part  of  the   question,  and  therefore  I  ab™*   **   8i.  and   the  average  poor 

r  ^ .,      «7..,  -.  L     .i  rate  2s.  4d.     The  question  of  reducing 

cannot  answer  it.     With  regard  to  the  the  extra  ^^  ^m  in  the  various 

other  part  of  the  question,   the  hon.  counties  i8    considered  from  time  to 

Member  is  under  a  misapprehension.  time>  and  a  redUction  made  whenever 

The  police  force  to  which  County  Clare  practiCable.      The  Police  Authorities, 

is  entitled,  according  to  the  last  triennial  who  are  responsible  for  the  preserva- 

re-distribution     made     by     Order    in  tion    of  the  ^^  in   Kerry,    report 

Council  in  May,  1891,  is  344  men.   The  that  tne  present  number  of  police  there 

present  force  in  the  county  is  144  men,  cannot  be  reduced, 
and  the  charge  against  the  county  for 

the  force  is  at  the  rate  of  £5,000  per  irish  SCHOOL  TEACHER8'  PENSIONS. 
annum.     The  number  of  the  extra  force       ^    C0GHiriL    (Newcastle-under- 

serving  in  the  counties  is,  as  I  have  L       }    (for  Mr  T    w    RuS8ELIif  jy. 

already    stated,    carefully  considered  roJne,  fe.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secre- 

from  time  to  time,  and  when  the  cir-  .        tQ  ^  ^  Lieutenant  of  Ireland 

cumstances  warrant  such   a  course  a  whether  tne  pen8i0n  age  for  ordinary 

reduction  will  be  made      The  question  National  g^  teachers  begins  at  55, 

of  reducing  the  extra  force  m  County  the  maximum  ^  being  go,  whilst  the 

Clare  is  now  under  consideration.  pengion  ^  £  the  teachers    of  the 

Mr.  SEXTON :  As  the  county  cess  Model  Schools  begins  at  60  and  reaches 

is  now  8s.  in  the  £1,  is  there  any  cause  the  maximum  at  65 ;  whether  there  is 

why  this  enormous  extra  force  of  144  any  reason  for  the  difference ;  and  if  it 

men  should  be  employed  ?   Has  Colonel  would  be    possible  to  assimilate  the 

Turner  recommended  any  reduction  ?  pension    rules   of    the    Model  School 

Mr.  JACKSON  :  I  have  already  said  teachers    to   those    of    the    ordinary 

in  my  answer  that  the  state  of  County  class  ? 

Clare  is  being  inquired  into.       When-      *Sir  J.  GORST  :  Perhaps  the  hon. 

ever  circumstances  warrant  a  reduction  Member  will  allow  me  to  answer  this 

a    recommendation  to    that    effect  is  question.     The  rules  for  both  classes 

generally  made  to  the  Authorities,  and  °*  teachers  were  originally  the  same, 

is  usually  adopted.  and  *ne  a£es  *or  retirement  still  remain 

the    same.     In    1885    the     ordinary 

KERRY  COUNTY  CESS.  teachers  were  allowed  to  retire  on  the 

Mr.  GILHOOLY     (Cork,   W.)  (for  maximum  pension  if  they  had  served4 

Mr.  Sh™,  Kerry,  E.) :   I   beg    to  rff\aTof  ^le^anT  ?8   S 

ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  the  case  of  females.  The  Model  School 

Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  his  attention  teachers,  at  their  own  urgent  request, 

has  been  called  to  the  fact  that  the  are  allowed  to  pay  high  premiums  and 

county  cess  in  Kerry    at  the   present  to  earn  higher  pensions.    I  do  not  think 

time    is  5s.   3d.    in   the  £1,  and  the  that  either  class  would  wish  to  lose  the 

poor  rate  2s.  3d.  in  the  £1,  thus  bring-  benefit  then  accorded  to  them, 
ing  the  gross  taxation  payable  by  the 

ratepayers  up  to  7s.  6d.  in  the  £1,  FINTONA  POLICE  BARRACKS. 
while  the  average  taxation  of  the  whole  Mr.  COGHILL  (for  Mr.  T.  W. 
of  Ireland  is  only  3s.  in  the  £1 ;  Russell)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
whether  295  policemen  in  excess  of  the  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
legal  free  quota  are  at  present  stationed  Ireland  whether  it  is  proposed  to  re- 
in Kerry  at  great  yearly  cost  to  the  move  the  police  barrack  at  Fintona, 
taxpayers ;  and  what  is  the  reason  for  County  Tyrone,  from  the  Main  Street 
this  large  extra  police  force  in  the  to  King  Street ;  and,  if  so,  what  are 
county,  having  regard  to  the  declara-  the  circumstances  which  necessitate  the 
tions  of  the  County  Court  Judges  at  the  change  ? 

various    Quarter     Sessions    that     the        Mr.   JACKSON :  The  Constabulary 

county   is  in  a  peaceable  and  orderly  report  that  it  is  the  case  that  efforts 

condition  ?  are  being  made  to  obtain  another  house 
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for  the  police  barracks,  their  object 
being  to  secure  a  position  more  central 
than  the  existing  one,  and  nearer  to 
the  markets. 

HIGH  SHERIFFS'  EXPENSES. 

Mb.  COGHILL  (for  Mr.  T.  W. 
jh)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
i  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  the  Government  have 
recently  received  resolutions  complain- 
ing of  the  practice  of  requiring  land- 
owners in  Ireland  to  bear  the  expenses 
attendant  upon  the  office  of  High 
Sheriff;  and  whether,  in  view  of  the 
altered  conditions  under  which  land  is 
now  held,  the  Government  intend  to 
legislate  upon  this  question  ? 

Mb.  JACKSON  :  The  Government 
have  received  resolutions  complaining 
of  the  expenses  attendant  on  the  office 
of  High  Sheriff,  and  are  now  consider- 
ing whether  some  means  can  be  found 
to  remove  or  mitigate  the  expenses 
complained  of. 

THE  CONTRACT  FOR  LOAN  AND 
LEDGER  PAPER, 

Ma.  SYDNEY  BUXTON  (Tower 
Hamlets,  Poplar) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  whether  a 
contract  for  loan  and  ledger  paper  has 
been  given  to  the  firm  of  James  Spicer 
and  Sons  ;  whether  any  portion  of  the 
contract  has  been  sub-let  to  Messrs. 
Tomer,  Symons,  and  Company,  Tucken- 
hay  Paper  Mills,  Totnes,  and  whether 
be  is  aware  that  Messrs.  Turner  pay 
those  they  employ  considerably  below 
the  rate  of  wages  usually  recognised  as 
fair  for  those  engaged  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  hand-made  paper  ? 

Sot  J.  GOBST:  No  such  contract 
has  been  given  to  the  firm  in  question 
•«ince  the  13th  February,  1S91 ;  nor,  so 
for  as  I  can  ascertain,  for  some  years 

I  Previously.  The  second  and  third 
Questions  accordingly  fall  to  the 
ground. 

PENSION  AND  SUPERANNUATION 
ALLOWANCES. 

Mb.  F.  S.  STEVENSON  (Suffolk, 
j5ye) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the 
*jOcal  Government  Board  whether  he 
*frould  object  to  a  Motion  for  a  Return, 
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showing  the  total  amount  expended 
during  the  year  by  Local  Authorities 
upon  pensions  and  superannuation 
allowances,  together  with  the  total 
amount  paid  out  of  the  local  taxation 
account  for  the  same  purpose  ? 

The  SECBETABY  op  STATE  fob 
the  HOME  DEPABTMENT  (Mr. 
Matthews,  Birmingham,  E.)  (for  Mr. 
Ritchie)  :  If  the  hon.  Member  has  in 
view  the  expenditure  of  the  year  ending 
29th  September,  1891 — that  is, the  polios 
year — the  Beturns  can  be  given  ;  but  if 
he  means  the  financial  year  ending  31st 
March,  then  the  figures  for  that  period 
must  be  obtained.  The  total  amount 
paid  out  of  the  local  taxation  account 
in  respect  of  police  superannuation  will 
be  found  in  Return  No.  373  recently 
issued  by  the  Local  Government  Board. 

EMPLOYMENT    OF    MARINES     IN 
HARVESTING. 

Mb.  LOGAN  (Leicestershire,  Har- 
borough) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Admiralty  if  he  is  aware  that 
during  corn  harvest  of  the  years  1890 
and  1891,  a  farmer  occupying  at 
Wabner  was  permitted  to  employ 
Marines  at  Is.  6d.  a  day  to  get  in  the 
harvest  and  serve  the  threshing 
machine,  whilst  agricultural  labourers 
of  the  district  were  unemployed  because 
the  farmer  in  question  declined  to  pay 
the  wages  current  in  the  district  and 
paid  by  his  neighbours ;  and  if  the 
Admiralty  will  take  steps  to  prevent 
the  men  of  Her  Majesty's  Naval 
Service  being  used  as  instruments  to 
reduce  wages  in  that  or  any  other 
district? 

•Lobd  G.  HAMILTON  :  Upon  the 
application  of  certain  farmers  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Walmer  who  stated 
that  they  could  not  obtain  civilian 
labour,  25  Marines  in  1890  and  19  in 
1891  were  permitted  by  the  General 
Officer  commanding  the  South  Eastern 
district  to  assist  in  getting  in  the  com 
harvest  in  those  years.  In  1891  the 
want  of  civilian  labour  was  coupled 
with  continuous  wet  weather,  which 
threatened  to  render  the  corn  useless 
unless  quickly  harvested.  It  is  believed 
:hat  Marines  are  paid  the  same  rate  of 
pay  as  that  given  to  civilians  employed 
by  the  farmers.  The  Regulations  admit 
of  the  employment  of  Marines  in  harvest 
work  provided  that  the  employment  of 
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the  population  is  not  interfered  with,  and 
that  no  strikes  or  disputes  exist  between 
farmers  and  their  men.  I  am  not 
aware  that  the  conditions  imposed  upon 
the  employment  of  Marines  have  been 
in  any  case  infringed. 

the  Mckinley  tariff  and  the 
west  indie8. 

Mr.  SUMMERS  (Huddersfield)  :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies  whether  he  is  aware 
that  the  Reciprocity  Treaty  which  has 
been  made  between  the  United  States 
and  several  British  possessions  in  the 
West  Indies  has  led  to  considerable 
loss  of  revenue  in  the  British  Colonies 
affected ;  whether  he  is  aware  that  in 
Trinidad,  when  the  Estimates  for  1892 
were  laid  by  the  Governor  before  the 
Legislative  Council,  it  was  stated  that 
there  was  an  estimated  loss  of  £15,000 
under  the  McKinley  Tariff  negotia- 
tions; whether  he  is  aware  that  on 
8th  January,  1892,  the  Legislative 
Council  of  Trinidad  met  in  camera, 
and  imposed  additional  taxation  to  the 
extent  of  £44,000,  including  an  increase 
in  the  Import  Duty  on  textiles  of  50 
per  cent. — namely,  from  a  4  per  cent, 
to  a  6  per  cent,  ad  valorem  duty ; 
whether  he  is  aware  that  duties  upon 
textiles  fall  to  a  very  large  extent  on 
British  manufactures ;  and  whether 
Her  Majesty's  Government  will  use 
such  influence  as  they  may  possess  to 
prevent  the  effect  of  the  Reciprocity 
Treaty  with  the  United  States  from 
being  this  :  that  whilst  it  will  diminish 
or  abolish  duties  levied  on  American 
products  it  will  at  the  same  time  lead 
to  an  increase  in  the  duties  imposed  on 
British  manufactures  ? 

-Sir  JOHN  GORST  (for  Baron 
H.  de  Worms)  :  The  answer  to 
the  first  four  questions  is  gener- 
ally in  the  affirmative  ;  but  the 
increased  duty  on  textiles  is  only  esti- 
mated to  produce  £6,000  of  the  £44,000 
named,  and  a  duty  of  6  per  cent,  ad 
valorem  is  certainly  not  high  when 
compared  with  the  rates  levied  in  most 
of  the  Colonies,  to  say  nothing  of 
foreign  countries.  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment will  certainly  endeavour  to 
secure  that  the  effect  of  the  arrange- 
ment to  which  the  hon.  Member  refers 
shall  not  be  to  increase  the  duties  levied 
on  British  manufactures.    But  the  fair 
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comparison  is  not  as  the*  hon.  Member 
puts  it,  between  America  and  British 
products,  but  between  duties  on  food 
and  duties  on  manufactures  from  what- 
ever countries  they  may  come. 

Mb.  SUMMERS  :  I  wish  to  ask  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  whether  the  Go- 
vernment approves  of  this  increase  of 

*Sir  JOHN  GORST :  I  am  afraid 
I  cannot  answer  the  question  without 
notice. 

THE  DEATH  OF  BULWUNT  RAO 

OF  INDORE. 
Mr.  SEYMOUR  KEAY  (Elgin  and 
Nairn) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  India  whether  he  will 
now  state  the  result  of  the  trial  of  the 
persons  charged  with  the  murder  of 

Bulwunt  Rao,  formerly  an  official  of 
the  Indore  State,  in  the  town  of  Ujain, 
on  19th  May  last ;  whether  one  of  the 
persons    implicated    belonged    to    the 
railway   police,    under  the  control  of 
the  Government  of  India ;  whether  he 
is  aware  that  Mr.  Inverarity  and  other 
English  counsel  of  eminence,  who  de- 
fended   the    prisoners    at    a    cost  of 
Rs.30,000,  stated  in  Court  that  they 
were  employed  for  that  purpose  by  the 
Maharajah  Holkar,  the  Ruler  of  Indore ; 
whether  he  is  aware  that  a  copy  of  the 
record  of  the  trial  has  been  refused  to 
the  widow  of  the  murdered  man  by  the 
British  officer  who  presided  over  the 
Court;  and  whether  the  Government 
of  India  propose  to  institute  an  inquiry 
into  the  real  origin  of  the  crime  ? 
♦Mr.  CURZON :   The  special  Judge, 
appointed  by  the  Gwalior  Durbar  to 
try  the  case,   found  that  the  Indore 
Superintendent  of  Police  had  bribed 
the  Gwalior  police  to  connive  at  tha 
forcible  removal  of  Bulwunt  Rao  from 
the  City  of  Ujain  ;   that  there  was  no 
direct  intention   to  cause    death,  tafc 
that  in  removing  Bulwunt  Raoviolento 
was  used  which  caused  his  death.  Th» 
Judge  found  four  of  the  accused  guilty 
of  homicide,  not  amounting  to  murta 
who    were    sentenced    to    14   yen* 
rigorous  imprisonment  ;    five  guilty  rf 
abetting  that  offence,  of  whom  one  *•* 
sentenced  to  14  and  the  other  four  to 
seven   years'  imprisonment;   and  two 
guilty  of  abetting  the  bribery  of  a  pofe 
constable,  of  whom  one  was  sentenced  to 
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six  months'  imprisonment  and  the  other 
to  a  fine  of  Rs.200.  Four  persons  were 
acquitted.  One  of  the  conviots — sen- 
tenced for  14  years — was  a  railway  con- 
stable in  the  service  of  the  Government 
of  India.  The  Secretary  of  State  has 
no  information  as  to  the  3rd  and  4th 
clauses  of  the  question.  So  far  as  the 
Secretary  of  State  is  aware,  the  Govern- 
ment of  India  do  not  propose  to  institute 
any  farther  inquiry  in  this  matter. 

THE  PURCHASE  OP  LAND  (IRELAND) 
ACT. 

Mb.  KEAY :  I  wish  to  ask  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  whether  the 
Treasury  has  yet  made  the  rules  men- 
tioned in  Section  27  of  the  Purchase  of 
Land  (Ireland)  Act,  1891,  and  when 
such  rules  will  be  laid  before  Parlia- 
ment? 

Kb.  JACKSON:  I  have  already 
answered  several  questions  that  have 
been  addressed  to  me  upon  this  question. 
The  rules  are  practically  settled ;  but 
there  was  one  small  point  remaining 
which  I  think  has  been  settled  to-day, 
so  that  I  hope  to  be  able  to  publish  the 
rules  at  once. 

TRAFFIC  IN  THE  WEST  END. 
Colonel  BLUNDELL  (Lancashire, 
S.W.,  Inoe) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment whether  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  the  change  which  has  taken 
place  both  in  the  pace  of  heavy  traffic 
tad  in  the  weights  which  horses  are 
j  required  to  draw  at  the  West  End  of 
London  since  wood  pavement  has  been 

Et  down  ;  whether  his  attention  has 
m  called  to  the  cruelty  to  horses 
resulting  therefrom,  especially  on 
billy  ground,  whenever  the  wood  pave- 
ment Deoomes  slippery,  either  in  frosty 
weather  or  after  a  sudden  shower  of 
tain ;  and  whether  he  will  consider  the 
Propriety  of  having  the  regulations 
Wring  on  such  matters  reviewed,  or 
I  regulations  made  if  none  exist  ? 
I  Mb.  MATTHEWS :  I  am  informed 
by  the  Commissioner  of  Police  that  he  is 
Hot  aware  of  any  general  change  in  the 
pace  of  heavy  traffic  since  wood  pavement 
was  laid  down  in  the  streets,  although 
it  is  possible  that  the  lightness  of 
draught  on  the  wood  pavement  has 
tended  in  some  degree  to  accelerate  the 
face.      The  Commissioner  has  recently 


addressed  a  communication  to  the 
Vestries  and  the  County  Council,  stating 
that  the  police  had  been  instructed  to 
give  information  when  any  of  the 
streets  or  thoroughfares  are  in  a 
slippery  state,  in  order  that  these 
Authorities  may  take  action  by  putting 
gravel  on  the  roadway.  Neither  the 
Commissioner  of  the  Police  nor  I  have 
power  to  make  regulations  as  to  the  con- 
dition of  the  roadway.  The  polios  da 
deal  effectually  with  cases  of  cruelty  to 
horses. 

THE  CASE  OF  THE  CONVICT  CLARKE. 

Mb.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department  when  was  the  insane  con- 
vict Clarke  removed  from  Portland 
Prison  to  Broadmoor  Asylum ;  is  he 
aware  that  Clarke  was  perfectly  sane 
when  removed  from  Chatham  to  Port- 
land last  December ;  will  he  inquire 
whether  his  present  insanity  is  in  any 
way  due  to  tne  severity  of  the  treat- 
ment in  Portland  ;  is  he  aware  that  he 
had  a  black  eye  on  the  20th  February ; 
and  will  he  state  how  he  received  the 
blow? 
•Mb.  MATTHEWS;  This  prisoner 
was  removed  from  Portland  Prison  to 
Broadmoor  Asylum  on  the  26th 
February.  He  was  thought  to  be  sane 
on  his  admission  to  Portland,  but 
within  a  month  it  became  necessary  to 
place  him  under  observation.  I  have 
already  informed  the  hon.  Member  that 
there  is  no  ground  for  supposing  that 
the  insanity  is  due  in  anyway  to 
the  severity  of  the  treatment  which 
the  prisoner  received  in  Portland 
Prison.  On  20th  February  he  had 
self-inflicted  bruises  on  his  eye  and 
face. 

Mb.  P.  O'BRIEN  :  If  the  treatment 
of  this  prisoner  was  under  observation 
surely  you  must  be  able  to  say  how  the 
prisoner  got  the  black  eye.  I  am  told 
he  was  beaten  by  a  warder. 

Mb.  MATTHEWS :  That  is  not  my 
information. 

TRAWIJNQ  IN  GALWAY  BAY. 
Colonel  NOLAN  (Galway,  N.):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he  is 
aware  that  the  majority  of  the  fisher- 
men living  near   Galway  Bay  desire 
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that  trawling  should  be  prohibited  in 
the  whole  or  part  of  Galway  Bay ;  if 
trawling  is  prohibited  in  Belfast  Lough, 
Dublin  Bay,  and  most  of  the  Scotch 
bays ;  and  if  he  can  state  the  reasons 
why  the  wishes  of  the  Galway  fishermen 
should  not  be  acceded  to  ? 

Mr.  JACKSON  :  The  Inspectors  of 
Fisheries  report  that  it  is  probable  that 
the  majority  of  the  fishermen  living 
near  Galway  Bay,  who  follow  line 
fishing,  desire  the  prohibition  of  trawl- 
ing in  that  bay.  The  Inspectors  care- 
fully inquired  into  the  subject  in  1888, 
and  decided  not  to  make  a  bye-law 
prohibiting  trawling  in  this  bay.  An 
appeal  against  their  decision  was  heard 
before  the  Privy  Council,  at  which 
both  the  line  fishing  and  trawling 
interests  were  represented  by  able 
counsel,  the  result  being  that  the 
Privy  Council  upheld  the  decision  of 
the  Inspectors.  The  prohibition  in 
Belfast  Lough  appears  to  apply  to  a 
portion  of  it  only,  and  to  be  confined 
to  night  trawling,  and  for  three  months 
of  the  year  only.  Trawling  is  pro- 
hibited in  Dublin  Bay.  The  In- 
spectors have  recommended  the 
prohibition  of  trawling  in  Galway  Bay 
from  steam  vessels,  and  the  case  is 
before  the  Lord  Lieutenant.  They  do 
not  propose  to  prohibit  trawling  from 
sailing  vessels  there,  as  from  the  result 
of  their  inquiries  they  do  not  consider 
that  course  necessary. 

CARLOW    BARRACKS. 

Ds.  TANNEB  (Cork  Co.,  Mid) ; 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  if  it  is  a  fact  that  the  Military 
barracks  at  Carlow  have  fallen  into  a 
dilapidated  condition  owing  to  their 
being  occupied  only  during  the  Militia 
training  season  ;  and  whether  these 
barracks  were  repeatedly  used  as 
Cavalry  barracks  ? 

The  SECBETABY  op  STATE  for 
WAB  (Mr.  E.  Stanhope,  Lincolnshire, 
Horncastle)  :  Nothing  is  known  in  the 
War  Office  as  to  Carlow  barracks  being 
in  a  dilapidated  state.  I  will  cause 
inquiry  to  be  made.  It  appears  that 
a  troop  of  Cavalry  was  quartered  in 
these  barracks  during  the  winters  of 
1888-9  and  1889-90. 
Colonel  holan 


TELEGRAPH  STATION  ATRATHVlLLTf. 

Da.  TANNEB:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Postmaster  General  whether  the  fre- 
quent applications  which  have  been 
made  to  the  Post  Office  to  obtain  a 
telegraph  station  at  Rathvilly,  County 
Carlow,  will  be  considered ;  and,  if 
practicable,  the  request  of  the  people 
of  the  district  granted  ? 

Sib  JAMES  FEBGUSSON  :  A  tele- 
graph office  at  Rathvilly  was  offered  to 
a  local  proprietor  in  September,  1887, 
under  a  guarantee  of  £34  a  year ;  but 
it  is  possible  that  since  than  the  cir- 
cumstances may  have  altered,  and  I 
will  have  renewed  inquiry  made,  and 
let  the  hon.  Member  know  the  result. 

THE  DOCKYARD  STAFF  AT 
HAULBOWLINE. 

Mr.  HAMMOND  (Carlow)  (for  Dr. 
Tanner):  I  beg  to  ask  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty  whether 
there  exists  at  present  any  dockyard 
staff  at  Haulbowline,  Cork  Harbour; 
and,  if  so,  in  what  numbers  as  regards 
specified  crafts  J  and  whether  it  would 
now  be  possible  to  dock  and  repair  any 
seagoing  warship  in  these  docks ; 
and,  if  not,  when  will  it  be  possible  7 

Lord  GEORGE  HAMILTON :  The 
present  authorized  staff  at  Haulbowline 
is  :    one  store-houseman ;  three  ship- 
wrights ;     one  blacksmith ;  one  store 
labourer,  and  14  other  labourers.  Provi- 
sion has  also  been  made  for  employing 
additional  labour  as  required  for  coaling 
work  and  for  repairing,  and  for  maintain- 
ing yard  machi  nery ,  to  the  extent  of  about 
six  workmen  for  the  year.     It  will  be   j 
possible  to  undertake  small  repairs  u   i 
soon  as  arrangements  have  been  made 
for  facilitating  the  entrance  of  ships  and 
the  supply  of  certain  machinery,  to 
This  will  be  early  in  the  ensuing  finan- 
cial year. 
THE  MILITARY  FORCES  IN  BURMA. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  (Edinburgh,  W.):     , 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Under   Secretary  of     . 
State  for  India  whether  bis  attention     , 
has  been  called  to  the  statement*  of 
Lord  Roberts  at  Rangoon,  in  the  Timtt, 
of  the  26th  instant,  in  which  he  nrgei 
strongly   that   the  Military  Forces  in     ( 
Burma  should  be  definitely  removed 
from  the  Madras  command,  and  placed 
directly  under  the  orders  of  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief in  India;  whether  th» 
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opinion  is  shared  by  the  chief  Civil  and 
Military  authorities  in  India ;  and 
whether,  in  pursuance  of  his  statement 
on  the  Debate  on  17th  February, 
1891,  on  the  Indian  Presidential  Com- 
mands, Her  Majesty's  Government  will 
proceed,  at  an  early  date,  to  carry  out 
this  re-organisation  of  command  sug- 
gested by  the  Commander-in-Chief  ? 

Mb.  CUEZON  :  In  reply  to  the  first 
paragraph,  I  have  to  say  that  the 
Secretary  of  State  has  seen  the  state- 
ments attributed  to  Lord  Roberts.  As 
to  the  second  paragraph,  the  Govern- 
ment of  India  shares  this  opinion.  With 
regard  to  the  third,  so  long  as  the 
Presidential  system  remains  in  force,  it 
is  not  desirable  to  deal  piecemeal  with 
questions  of  commands,  or  diminish 
the  authority  of  the  Local  Government 
over  the  troops  composing  the  Armies 
of  Madras  and  Bombay.  At  present 
the  Secretary  of  State  is  not  prepared 
to  undertake  the  necessary  legislation 
for  this  purpose. 

THE    IRISH    REPRESENTATIVE     FOR 
THE  CHICAGO  EXHIBITION. 

Sir  THOMAS  ESMONDE  (Dublin 
Co.,  S.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  who  is  the  Irish  representative 
on  the  Commission  for  the  Chicago 
Exhibition  ;  what  newspapers  did  they 
advertise  in,  and  on  what  dates ;  what 
proportion  of  the  grant  of  £27,000  was 
placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Royal  Society 
to  organise    Ireland;   was  any    Irish 
artist  or  architect  invited  to  act  on  the 
Committees ;    and    how    many    Irish 
applications  have  been  received  ? 
♦Sir    J.    GORST:     I   am    informed 
that    the    Duke    of    Abercorn    is    a 
member    of    the    Royal    Commission 
for  the  Chicago  Exhibition.    Advertise- 
ments were  inserted  on  the  28th  No- 
vember, the  12th  December,  and  the 
26th  December  of  last  year  in  each  of 
the    following    papers  : — The    Belfast 
Newsletter,  the  Cork  Examiner,  and  the 
Dublin  Daily  Express,    Also  advertise- 
ments were  inserted  in  the  Freeman's 
Jowrnal     and    the    Belfast    Morning 
News    on     the     oth    December,    the 
19th    December,    and     the     2nd    of 
January,  and  in  the  Dublin  Irish  Times 
on  the  25th  November,  the    9th   De- 
cember, and  the  23rd  December.     I  do 
not  know  whether  any  of  the  Artists  or 
Architects  on  the  Committees  are  Irish- 


men ;  none  were  invited  as  such.  No 
proportion  of  the  £25,000  (not  £27,000) 
was  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Royal 
DubhnSociety.  23  applications  have  been 
received  from  Irish  exhibitors  up  to  date. 

SOLDIERS  AS  RURAL  POSTMEN. 

Mr.  H.  E.  FARQUHARSON  (Dor- 
set, W.)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Postmaster 
General  whether  the  recent  arrange- 
ment by  which  pensioners,  reservists, 
and  time-expired  soldiers  are  to  have 
preference  for  appointments  as  rural 
postmen  is  intended  to  enable  such 
pensioners,  though  not  resident  in  the 
district  where  the  vacancy  occurs,  to 
be  preferred  to  resident  civilian  appli- 
cants for  the  post ;  if  so,  whether  he 
will  consider  the  case  of  young  farm 
labourers  and  others  who  have  always 
looked  forward  to  becoming  rural 
postmen  ? 
♦Sir  JAMES  FERGUSSON:  The 
officers  of  the  Department  are  in- 
structed on  the  occurrence  of  vacancies 
for  postmen,  porters,  &c.,  to  apply  to 
the  Regimental  District  Office  where 
lists  of  applicants  of  approved  character 
are  kept.  These  men  would  naturally 
belong  to  the  district,  but  there  is  no 
limitation  to  the  source  from  which 
they  may  be  obtained.  I  have  thought 
that  the  public  interest  is  promoted  by 
the  service  of  the  Post  Office  being 
supplied  by  men  who  have  been  taught 
habits  of  regularity  and  obedience,  and 
whose  intelligence  has  been  developed  ; 
while  a  better  class  of  men  will  be 
induced  to  enter  the  Army  by  having 
the  expectation  of  lifelong  employment. 
In  time  some  30,000  situations  may  be 
thus  filled  by  soldiers*  who  have  served 
their  time.  The  class  of  young  men 
referred  to  in  the  question  can  qualify 
for  them  by  accepting  such  service ; 
and  I  hope  that  in  consideration  of  the 
objects  I  have  mentioned,  those  who 
have  hitherto  recommended  persons 
for  such  employment  will  acquiesce  in 
the  measure  that  has  been  adopted. 

THE      "EA8T       INDIA     (SALARIES)" 

RETURN. 
Mr.  KEAY  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  India  whether 
he  can  state  what  progress  has  been 
made  with  the  Return  entitled  "  East 
India  (Salaries),"  notice  to  move  for 
which  was  given  in  April  last  ? 
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Mr.  CUEZON :    In  answer  to  the  but    until  the  text    of  it  is  received, 

hon.  Member's  question,  I  have  to  state  Her  Majesty's  Government  cannot  say 

that  the  Secretary  of  State  has  not  whether    it    fulfils    the    requirements 

received  any  report  as  to  the  progress  which  they  deem  essential.      In  reply 

being  made  with  the  Return.  to  the  second  part  of  the  hon.   Mem* 

ber's  question,  I  have  to  say  that  Her 

BUSHMILLS  POST  OFFICE.  Majesty's  Government,  whilst  requiring 

Mr.  MACAETNEY  (Antrim,  S.) :  I  certain  safeguards  for  Native  interests, 

beg  to   ask    the    Postmaster  General  have  never  considered  that  all  Native 

whether    the    letters    for    Bushmills  affairs     must     be   kept    out     of    the 

are  sorted    in    the     train ;     and,     if  hands  of  the  Colonial  Parliament, 
not,    whether    he    will  arrange  that 

they     shall     be     in    future ;    whether  THE  VEXATIOUS  INDICTMENTS  ACTS, 

he    has    received    complaints    as  to  Mr.      ADDISON      (Ashton- under- 

the  unsatisfactory    postal    service    to  Lyne)  :    I    beg    to  ask  the   Attorney 

Bushmills  now  in  force  ;  whether  he  is  General  whether  ^  attention  ^  b^n 

aware  that,  in  consequence  of  the  delay  .,  ,  ,           .               „       ,  ,       ,.. 

in  delivery  of  lettere,  very  great  incon-  °JUed  to  a  grievance  alleged  by  editor* 

venience  Is  caused  to  people  carrying  of  newspapers,  publishers,   and  other 

on    business  there;     and  whether   hi  P*90118  *°  have  been  inflicted  on  them 

will  consider  the  advisability  of  making  !!!  1:eoen*  ca8°s  bF  the  law  concerning 

the    sub-office    at   Bushmills    a   post  £bel  and   other   offences   within  the 

office  ?  Vexatious  Indictments  Acts,  inasmuch 

__  as    when,    after  investigation  by   the 

Sir  JAMES  FERGUSSON  :  Letters  Magistrate,   a  charge  has    been    oUs- 

for  Bushmills  are  not  sorted    in  the  missed  as  "  unfounded,"  or  as  "one  in 

tram ;   the  place  being  still  served  by  which    no    jury  would   convict,"  the 

mail    car    from  Colerame,  where  the  pr0secutor  may  bind  himself  over  to 

mails  are  made  up.      Representations  continue     the     prosecution,     without 

have  been   made,   and  it  is  admitted  finding  any  security  to  pay  the  costs  in 

that  there  is  room   for  improvement.  case  of  ^  acquittal ;  and  whether  the 

The  matter  is  now  being  inquired  into.  Government  will  consider  the  advisa- 

It  is  considered  that  there  is  no  case  bility  of  remedying  this  defeat  in  the 

for  a  head  office  at  Bushmills,  as  only  iaw  ? 

about  1,500  letters  a  week  are  received  m        Amm/vnxT^v  o^xttoat    /o- 

there  for  delivery.  The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  (Sir 

R.   Webster,   Isle  of  Wight):  I  am 

THE  GOVERNMENT  OF  NATAL.  aware  that  cases  have  arisen  in  which 

Mr.  LAWSON  (St.   Pancras,   W.) :  prosecutors   under  the   circumstances 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  mentioned  in  the   hon.   and     learned 
State    for  the  Colonies  whether  any-  Member's  question  have  been  unable  to 
thing,  and,  if  so,  what,  has  been  done  Pay tne  costs.     The  point  is,  however, 
to  meet  the  demand  of  Natal  for  power  one    of  general  importance,   affecting 
of    representative    government ;    and  n°fc  °nty  *hc  class  of  cases  to  which  the 
whether  the  Government  still  consider  question  particularly  refers  but  to  iD 
that  all  Native  affairs  must  be  kept  cases  to  which  the  Vexatious  Indict- 
out    of    the    hands    of    the    Colonial  nients  Act  applies.  I  cannot  undertake 
Parliament  ?  to  initiate  any  legislation  dealing  with 

Sir  J.    GORST  (for    Baron  H.   de  the  matter  during  the  present  Session. 

Worms):  The  question  under  dis-  THE  LATE  LONDON  SCHOOL  BOARD* 
cussion  between  Natal  and  Her  m-.  ^T„^TT.T,*r»^«rj«  ' 
Majesty's  Government  is  that  of  M*-  DIXON-HARTLAND  (Middle- 
establishing  responsible  Government  sex,  Uxbndge) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  En* 
in  the  Colony,  representative  govern-  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  in  view  of  the 
ment  having  been  in  force  there  for  the  count  out  on  Tuesday  night,  what 
last  35  years.  The  latest  telegraphic  course  the  Ministry  propose  to  take  a* 
information  on  the  subject  is  that  an  regards  granting  an  inquiry  into  the 
amended  Bill  has  passed  through  conduct  of  the  late  London  School 
Committee  in  the  Local  Legislature ;  Board  ? 
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has  been  drawn  to  a  communication 
that  appeared  in  the  Freeman's  Journal, 
stating  that  the  telegram  was  not 
authorised  ;  and,  if  so,  whether  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  still  adheres  to 
the  statement  that  the  telegram  came 
from  the  Teachers'  Organisation  ? 

Mr.  SEXTON  (Belfast,  W.):  In 
order  to  make  this  matter  clear,  I  wish 
to  say  that  I  have  received  a  telegram 
from  a  member  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee to  the  following  effeot : — 

"  Telegram  referred  to  by  Mr.  Jackson, M. P., 
mi  not  sent  from  the  Executive  Committee, 
of  which  Iimt  member,  nor  do  I  know  who 
U  responsible  for  it" 

I  wish  to  ask  whether  he  can  ascertain 
as  to  the  correctness  of  it  ? 

Mb.  JACKSON ;  No,  Sir ;  I  cannot 
ascertain.  The  hon.  and  gallant  Mem- 
ber  for  Galway  asks  whether  I  have 
seen  the  statement  he  refers  to. 
Having  had  time  to  make  inquiry  I 
have  to  say  that  I  have  seen  the  letter 
to  which  he  refers;  but  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Member  asks  me  if  I  adhere  to 
the  statement  I  made  upon  Monday  in 
regard  to  this  matter.  Now  I  do  not 
think  that  that  is  a  quite  right  way  of 
putting  it 

Colonel  NOLAN :  I  beg  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman's  pardon,  and  with- 
draw the  expression.  I  intended 
nothing  discourteous  ;  it  was  only  my 
clumsiness. 

Mb.  JACKSON :  The  telegram  I 
received  was  handed  to  me  while  sit- 
ting on  the  Treasury  Bench.  That 
telegram  purports  to  have  been  handed 
in  at  Dublin  at  6.20  p.m.,  and  to  have 
been  received  here  at  6.40  p.m.  It- 
reads  as  follows : — 

"Executive  Committee  of  Irish  National 
Teachers'  Organisation  heartily  endorses  pro- 
posed Allocation  of  £91,000  to  the  Pension 
Fund. 

Signed 

O' Kelly,  Secretary." 
That  is  all  I  know  about  the  telegram. 
This  morning  I  received  a  letter  which 
I  had  better  read — 


The  FIRST  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfoub,  Manches- 
ter, E.) :  In  answer  to  the  hon. 
Member's  question,  I  have  to  say 
that,  as  far  as  I  understood  the 
situation  with  which  the  hon.  Member 
dealt  on  Tuesday  last,  toe  case  stands 
thus: — Charges  of  extravagance,  and 
more  than  extravagance,  were  brought 
'by  him  in  a  very  able  speech  against 
the  London  School  Board,  the  penulti- 
mate Board,  or  even  an  earlier  one. 
These  facts  were  brought  before  the 
London  constituencies  when  the  recent 
School  Board  was  elected,  and  I  under- 
stand that  the  present  Board  are 
pledged  to  a  policy  of  economy.  But 
if  it  were  the  fact  that,  in  order  to  carry 
out  that  policy,  they  require  to  carry 
on  an  investigation  for  which  they  have 
not  themselves  the  necessary  means, 
and  if  their  efforts  to  make  this  investi- 
gation have  proved  fruitless  through 
their  not  possessing  adequate  powers, 
and  if  they  made  representations  in 
that  sense  to  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment, we  should  seriously  consider  the 
new  state  of  things  thus  disclosed. 

PUBLIC   ELEMENTARY  SCHOOLS. 

Mb.  CONWAY  (Leitrim,  NJ  :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
whether  he  is  aware  of  the  anxiety  of 
managers  of  poor  Catholic  Schools  for 
the  introduction  of  the  Bill  promised 
in  the  Queen's  Speech  for  relieving 
Public  Elementary  Schools  in  England 
from  the  pressure  of  the  local  rates ; 
and  whether  he  has  any  objection  to 
informing  the  House  when  the  Bill 
will  be  introduced  ? 

Mb.  A.  J.  BALFOUR  :  This  is  one 
of  the  subjects  that  the  Government 
are  anxious  to  deal  with,  but  I  do  not 
think  in  the  present  state  of  Business 
it  would  be  either  possible  or  useful 
immediately  to  introduce  a  measure. 

THE  IRISH  NATIONAL  TEACHERS' 
PENSION  FUND. 
Colonel  NOLAN  (Galway,  N.) :  I 
wish  to  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland,  in 
regard  to  the  telegram  read  by  him  the 
other  night — on  Monday  night — which 
purported  to  come  from  a  repre- 
sentative of  the  National  Teachers' 
Organisation,    whether    his    attention 


Sir, -I  am  directed  by  the  Parliamentary 
Committee  of  the  Executive  of  the  Organisa- 
tion to  forward  copies  of  Resolutions  passed 
on  Saturday  last  at  their  meeting.  In  trans- 
mitting the  enclosed,  I  am  instructed  to  ex- 
press the  satisfaction  of  the  members  with 
the  various    proposals    of    the  Uovemmeut. 
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Instruction. 


They  hope  that  the  Second  Reading  ol  the 
Bill  will  be  taken  at  any  early  date.  They 
desire  to  send  a  deputation  to  London  during 
the  Second  Reading  and  Committee  stages  of 
the  Bill,  to  use  their  influence  with  the  Irish 
Members,  and  to  obtain  their  services.  Our 
Parliamentary  Committee  nag  appointed  by 
the  Executive,  and  given  full  powers  to  deal 
with  matters  Parliamentary  during  the 
Session.  1  have  already  forwarded  the  views 
of  the  Committee  with  reference  to  the  allo- 
cation of  the  £91,000." 

ThiB  letter  is  signed  by  Mr.  O'Kelly, 
the  Secretary  to  the  Organisation. 
That  is  all  the  information  I  have  upon 
the  matter  beyond  a  copy  of  the 
resolution. 

Mb.  SEXTON :  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman speaks  of  a  telegram  received 
from  a  Parliamentary  Committee. 
Would  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
before  the  Debate  relating  to  the  allo- 
cation of  this  money  comes  on  again, 
inquire  as  to  the  constitution  of  that 
Committee ;  how  many  gentlemen  are 
on  it,  or  on  the  subsidiary  body  from 
whom  the  telegram  came  ? 

Mr.  JACKSON :  I  shall  be  happy  to 
inquire  if  the  hon.  Member  wishes,  but 
I  have  given  the  House  all  the  infor- 
mation in  my  possession  in  regard  to 
this  matter.  I  read  the  telegram,  as  I 
thought  it  my  duty  to  do,  and  I 
presume  the  teachers  intend  to  express 
their  views  on  the  subject. 

THE  SALE  OF  FROZEN  MEAT. 
Mb.    STANLEY    LEIGHTON 

(Shropshire,  Oswestry)  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
whether  he  will  consider  the  expediency 
of  applying  the  principle  of  the  Mer- 
chandise Marks  Act  to  the  sale  of 
frozen  meat '! 

■The  PRESIDENT  op  the  BOARD 
op  TRADE  (Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach, 
Bristol,  W.) :  I  understand  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  Merchandise  Marks  Act  to 
be  that  an  article  must  not  be  so  marked 
as  to  lead  to  the  belief  that  it  comes 
from  one  country  when,  in  reality,  it 
comes  from  another.  I  do  not  at  pre- 
sent see  how  this  principle  could  be 
applied  to  frozen  meat,  which,  so  far  as 
1  am  aware,  is  not  marked  at  all.  The 
matter  seems  rather  to  come  under  the 
Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1H75,  and 
I  have  no  information  which  shows 
that  the  provisions  of  that  Act  are  in- 
sufficient to  prevent  fraud  with  regard 
to  it. 

Mr.  Jackson 


THE  FINANCIAL  RELATIONS  OF  ENG- 
LAND, IRELAND,  AND  SCOTLAND. 
Mb.   HUNTER  (Aberdeen,  N.):   I 
beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Trea- 
sury when  the  Committee  to  inquire 
into  the  financial  relations  of  England, 
Ireland,  and  Scotland  will  be  appointed? 
Mb.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  My  right  hon. 
Friend  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
will  put  down  a  Motion  for  a  Com- 
mittee on  Monday. 

THE  UNDER  SECRETARY  FOR  INDIA. 

Mb.  MAC  NEILL  (Donegal,  S.) :  I 
wish  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Trea- 
sury why  the  Under  Secretary  for  India 
is  not  in  his  place  ?  Several  questions 
of  importance  with  regard  to  India 
have  been  put,  but  the  hon.  Member 
was  not  in  his  place  to  answer  them. 
Why  is  the  hon.  Member  away?  He 
is  the  responsible  servant  of  the  House 
in  connection  with  the  administration 
of  Indian  affairs,  and  yet  he  is  absent 
when  several  most  important  questions 
are  put. 

Mr.  SPEAKER :  Order,  order  I 

SIGNALLING  INSTRUCTION. 
Mr.  OCTAVIU8  V.  MORGAN  (Bat- 
tersea) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  whether  he  intends  to 
hold  a  class  for  instruction  in  signalling 
for  the  auxiliary  forces  at  Wellington 
Barracks  this  month  ;  whether  he  is 
aware  that  the  majority  of  the  officers 
and  non  -  commissioned  officers  in 
those  forces  that  presented  themselves 
for  examination  last  December,  after  a 
long  and  arduous  course  of  instruction, 

Eassed  the  practical  examination,  but 
ave  not  yet  received  their  certificates, 
which  has  caused  great  dissatisfaction ; 
and  whether  there  would  be  any  objec- 
tion to  the  signalling  officer  for  the 
time  being  in  the  Home  District  hold- 
ing the  examination  in  the  future  both 
in  practical  and  paper  work  ? 

Mb.  E.  STANHOPE :  Yes,  Sir ;  s 
sign  ailing  class  will  be  held  this  months! 
Wellington  Barracks.commencingonths 
7th  inst.  The  delay  in  the  issue  at 
certificates  to  the  officers  and  non- 
commissioned officers  who  passed  in 
December  last  has  been  caused  by  the 
destruction  of  the  whole  of  the  certifi- 
cate forms  in  stock  by  fire.     A  supply 
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i  been  ordered  from  the  Stationery 
ice,  and  the  certificates  will  shortly 
issued.  It  is  not  considered  desir- 
e  that  the  signalling  officer  in  the 
me  District  should  conduct  the 
imination,  as  it  would  lead  to  a 
k  of  uniformity  with  other  districts. 

E  EVICTED    TENANT8    (IRELAND) 

BILL. 

Mr.  CLANCY  (Dublin  Co.,  N.) : 
beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Msury  a  question  of  which  I  have 
k  given  notice — whether  he  can  now 
le  definitely  if  he  will  bring  in  a  Bill 
ding,  in  a  separate  Government 
asure,  with  the  1st  and  2nd  clauses 
the  Bill  under  consideration  last 
Jit? 

Kb.  A.   J.   BALFOUR:     I  cannot 
rwer  the  question  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
without  notice. 

MOTIONS. 


BU8INES8  OF  THE  HOUSE. 
MORNING   SITTINGS. 

4.55.)  The  FIRST  LORD  op  the 
•EASURY  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfoub, 
•nchester,  E.)  in  rising  to  move — 

That  the  House  do  meet  on  Tuesday  and 
day  at  Two  o'clock.  That  the  principal 
iness  at  such  Morning  Sittings  shall  be 
iancial  Business  and  proceedings  on  the 
reduction  and  First  Readings  of  Bills  ;  and 
k  the  provisions  of  Standing  Order  56  be 
ended  to  such  Sittings/' 

id:  I  do  not  think  it  will  be 
oessary  to  recommend  the  first  Reso- 
bion  which  I  have  to  move,  except  in 
very  few  words,  for  the  necessity 
ider  which  we  are  for  increasing  the 
nount  of  time  available  for  passing 
otes  in  Supply  must,  I  think,  be 
rident  to  anyone  who  knows  the 
tetutory  obligation  under  which  we 
ie  to  deal  with  the  Supplementary 
nd  other  Estimates  before  the  end  of 
he  financial  year,  and  who  will  consult 
he  almanac  as  to  the  number  of 
tevernment  days  available  before  that 
ate.  Monday,  21st  March,  is,  I 
Blieve,  the  last  day  upon  which  the 
ppropriation  Act  can  be  introduced, 
id  before  21st  March  there  are 
ily  four  Government  nights,  as  things 
and  at  present,  on  which  Supply  can 


be  taken — next  Monday  and  Thursday, 
and    Monday    and    Thursday  in    the 
week   following.     In   those  four  days 
we  have  to  deal,  in  the  first  place,  with 
Supplementary     Estimates.       Supple- 
mentary Estimates  are  in  this    con- 
dition— there  are  26  Votes  in  all,  and 
of  these  26  Votes,  eight,  I  think,  and 
eight  only,  have  been  passed.     It  is, 
therefore,  evident  that  by  far  the  larger 
number  remain  to  be  dealt  with  ;  nor  are 
those  that  remain,  so  far  as  I  can  make 
out,  of  a  non-controversial  character. 
We  have  the  Local  Taxation    Relief 
(Scotland)  Bill.     I  should  have  thought 
that     after     the     very    full    discus- 
sion of  this  question  the  other  night, 
we  might  perhaps  be  spared  a  very  long 
discussion.     But  rumours  have  reached 
my  ear  that  certain  Scotch  Members 
desire  to  express  their  opinion  upon  that 
question.     Some  time  must  be  occupied 
before  the  House  can  conclude  with  the 
Supplementary  Estimates ;  but  in  addi- 
tion  to  the  Supplementary  Estimates 
there  are  the  Army  and  Navy  Votes  ta 
be  got  through.     The  first  Army  Vote 
and  the  first  Navy  Vote  have  to  be  got 
through  with,  and  we  also  require  ta 
take  a  Vote  on  Account.    I  think,  there- 
fore, it  is  perfectly  clear,  from  a  very 
simple    arithmetical    calculation,  that 
Her    Majesty's    Government,   if  they 
gave  all  the  time  that  would  be  at  their 
disposal  if  the   Standing  Orders  were 
left  unaltered — it  would  be  quite  impos- 
sible for  us,  before  the  21st  of  March, 
to  have  dealt  with  all  the  financial 
business,  by  which  is  meant  Votes  in 
Committee  of  Supply,   the  Report  of 
Supply,   the  Appropriation    Bill,  and 
other  matters  of  that  kind.    The  House 
will    notice  that,   in    addition  to  the 
financial  business,  reference  is  made  to 
the  introduction  and  First  Readings  of 
Bills.     The  House  knows  that  already 
the  Government    have  begun,     so   to 
speak,     more     than     one    important 
measure.     The  passion  for  discussing 
measures  before  they  are  seen  appears 
to  be  growing  in  certain  portions  of  the 
House ;  and  though  I  am  far,  on  this 
occasion,     from      desiring     to      raise 
any    question     of     debate,    the     fact 
at  all  events  will  be  admitted  that  it  is 
highly  inconvenient,  both  in  the  point  of 
viewr  of  Members  of  the  House  who 
are    anxious  to    acquaint    themselves 
with  the  real  provisions  contained  in 
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Government  measures,  and  also  incon- 
venient to  the  outside  public,  who  are 
anxious  to  know  what  the  proposals 
are,  that  these  Bills  should  be  sus- 
pended, that  they  should  not  be  before 
Members  and  before  the  country,  and 
that  we  should  therefore  be  deprived  of 
such  advantage  as  may  result,  at  latei 
stages  of  the  Bills,  of  hearing  the  criti 
cisms  passed  upon  them.  There  is  i 
Bill  dealing  with  the  Scotch  Local  Fee 
Grant.  My  right  hon.  Friend  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  has  a  Bill  for  providing 
Assisted  Education  and  other  purposes 
in  Ireland  ;  and  there  is  a  Bill  which  I 
endeavoured  to  introduce  on  a  previous 
occasion  with  regard  to  Private  Bill 
Legislation  in  Scotland  and  Ireland. 
1  think  it  is  in  the  highest  degree  desir- 
able that  these  Bills  should  be  before 
the  Country,  They  cannot  be  before 
the  country  unless  the  House  consents 
to  extend  the  time  at  our  disposal,  and 
therefore  I  think  it  will  be  admitted 
on  all  sides  that  it  is  not  merely  for 
the  convenience  of  the  Government, but 
for  the  convenience  of  all  parties,  that 
the  full  particulars  of  these  measures 
should  be  printed  and  circulated  as 
soon  as  possible.  I  do  not  know 
that  it  is  necessary  to  add  any- 
thing to  what  I  have  already  said 
in  support  of  this  Resolution.  It  appears 
to  me  that  when  we  compare  our 
position  on  the  3rd  of  March  this  year 
with  what  it  was  on  the  3rd  of  March  last 
year  the  necessity  will  become  very 
obvious.  On  the  3rd  of  March  last 
year  the  Irish  Land  Purchase  Bill  and 
another  important  Bill  dealing  with 
the  Land  Commission  in  Ireland  had 
been  read  a  second  time,  and  the 
Tithes  Bill  read  a  third  time. 

An  hon.  Member:  Before  Christmas. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR  :  I  do  not 
raise  any  complaint  against  the 
House.  I  do  not  say  that  the 
Government  think  themselves  ill-used 
by  the  House  because  our  business 
is  not  so  far  advanced ;  but  I  only 
point  to  the  matter  of  fact  that  it  is 
not  so  far  advanced,  and  that,  therefore, 
some  measure  of  this  kind  is  necessary. 
I  hope  the  House  will  give  us  the 
modest  powers  we  ask  without  any  very 
prolonged  debate. 

Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour 
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Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Home  do  meet  on  Thursday  and 
Friday  at  Two  o'clock.  That  the  principal 
business  at  inch  Morning  Sittings  shall  be 
Financial  Business  and  prooaadiBui  on  the 
Introduction  and  First  Reading!  of  BQut ;  and 
that  the  provisions  of  Standing  Order  56  be 
extended  to  euch  sittings."— -<ifr.  A.  J. 
Balfour.) 

(5.7.)  Mr.  W.  E.  GLADSTONE 
(Edinburgh,  Midlothian)  :  Mr. 
Speaker  :  Sir,  I  would  observe  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  has  built  upavery 
wide  proposal  upon  an  extremely  nar- 
row basis.  For  this  is,  as  I  think  the 
House  will  admit,  a  very  wide  proposal 
It  is  a  proposal  made  on  the  3rd  of 
March,  Parliament  having  only  met  on 
the  9th  of  February  ;  it  is  a  proposal 
now  to  give  away  the  whole  of  the 
Tuesdays  and  Fridays  for  the  entire 
Session  of  Parliament. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  So  far  as 
Morning  Sittings  are  concerned. 

Mr.  W.  E.  GLADSTONE  :  Exactly 
so  ;  so  far  as  Morning  Sittings  are  con- 
cerned. I  think  that  is  a  very  wide  and 
large  proposal  to  be  made  on  the  3rd  of 
March.  It  was  made  on  the  16th  of 
March  last  year,  and  made  on  the  16th 
of  March  with  the  observation  made 
by  the  late  Leader  of  the  House  that 
the  16th  of  March  did  not  mean  last 
year  the  same  as  it  would  have  meant 
in  ordinary  years,  because  the  Parlia- 
ment had  met,  so  as  to  advance  the 
Business  of  the  Session,  five  weeks 
earlier — by  meeting  before  Christmas- 
five  weeks  earlier  than  it  usually  meets, 
and  because  he  hoped,  to  use  his  own 
language,  "to  have  the  time  for  pro- 
roguing the  House  many  weeks  before 
the  usual  time — in  fact,  in  July."  But 
I  need  hardly  remind  the  House  that  ' 
that  benevolent  anticipation  was  not 
realised.  Now,  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man having  made  this  broad  proposi- 
tion— for  it  is  a  very  broad  proposition, 
and  it  means  in  fact,  with  an  exception 
of  a  very  insignificant  degree,  the  giv- 
ing up  of  the  Tuesdays  and  Fri- 
days altogether,  from  the  beginning  of 
the  year  to  the  close,  which  I  think 
justifies  me  in  calling  it  a  broad  pro- 
position— he  has  confined  the  proof 
of  the  necessity  almost  entirely  tt 
matters  connected  with  the  Appropria- 
tion Bill  of  the  present  year,  which,  H 
he  said  himself  in  the  course  of  hit 
argument,  runs  until  the  23rd  of  Marsh 
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and  then  entirely  lapses.    I  will  not  cavil 
upon  small  points.  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman also  referred  very  properly  to  the 
introduction  of  Bills  and  their    First 
Beading  ;  and  it  may  he  right — and  is 
right — that   the     Government    should 
have  every  facility  for  placing  its  mea- 
sures before  the  country.     And,  more- 
over, I  will  make  a  further  concession, 
which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  might 
have  asked  for  in  the  argument  of  his 
speech,  but  did  not  ask.    I  think  it  is 
desirable  that  some  progress  should  be 
made  on  the  Miscellaneous  Estimates 
for  the  year,  before  Easter ;  and,  there- 
fore, it  is  not  that  I  am  disposed  to 
quarrel  with  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
80    far    as    regards    a    moderate  and 
limited  proposition.  If  he  were  content 
to  limit  his  Motion  until  the  time  of 
Easter  in  the  circumstances  which  he 
stated  I  should  say  that  a  fair  case, 
upon   equitable   grounds,    existed    for 
agreeing  to  it.      But  what  I  wish  to 
point  out  is  this — I  am  not  giving  an 
absolute  opinion  upon  it ;  but  I  am,  I 
think,  justified  in  the  circumstance  that 
the  question  of  the  surrender  of  the 
Tuesdays  and  Fridays,  so  far  as  Morning 
Sittings  are  concerned,  from  the  begin- 
ning of  the  Session  practically  to  the  end, 
is  a  very  large  and  serious  question  ; 
and  I  would  not  say  that  the  Govern- 
ment may  not  be  justified  in   raising 
that     question — possibly    it    may    be 
so.       There    is     great     inconvenience 
in    the     very    prolonged    Sittings    of 
this    House,     and     it     is     extremely 
desirable  to  adopt  some  measure  for 
getting  more  forward  in  Supply  in  the 
early  and  middle  part  of  the  year  than 
the  right  hon.   Gentleman   has    been 
enabled  to  do  ;  and,  therefore,  I  do  not 
want  to  give  a  deliberate  consideration 
to  a  question  of  that   kind,  if  it  has 
been  already  considered ;   but  it  is  a 
Tery  serious  question,  and  it  is  quite 
evident  that  the  speech  which  we  have 
just  heard  from  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
loan,  which  refers  only  to  the  space  of  a 
?ery  few  days  or  weeks,  does  not  lay 
down  sufficient  to  warrant  a  proceed- 
ing which,  if  adopted  by  the  House, 
Would  form  an  absolute  precedent  for 

Sirs  for  the  entire  abandonment  of  a 
ge  portion  of  Tuesdays  and  Fridays 
Sow    enjoyed    by    private    Members. 
Well,  Sir,   I  wish  to  make  two  bye- 
observations — one  is  that  the  Motion 


of  my  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
Aberdeen,  relating  to  open  spaces  in 
Scotland,  stands,  I  believe,  for  to- 
morrow night,  and  it  is  probable  that 
he  would  be  the  first  victim  offered  up 
in  order  to  meet  the  rather  voracious 
appetites  and  demands  of  the  Govern- 
ment; but  my  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Aberdeen  (Mr.  Bryce)  has 
had  the  honour,  or  infelicity,  of  Deing 
made  a  victim  on  former  occasions,  and 
has  become  rather  distinguished  or 
conspicuous  in  that  character;  I 
will  not  then  say  that  this  observation 
is  a  sufficient  reason  of  itself,  but  a 
reason  of  itself,  why  no  concession 
should  be  made  to  the  Government  in 
this  matter ;  but  I  think  it  may  fairly 
be  asked  that  if  this  Motion,  or  any 
portion  of  this  Motion,  should  be 
passed,  the  Government  will  do  what 
they  can  to  expedite  matters,  so  that 
this  Debate  may  be  closed  to-morrow 
evening.  I  rather  think  that  a  fair 
demand  which  the  House  will  con- 
cede. Then  I  wish  to  comment  a 
little  upon  the  phraseology  which  has 
been  used.  First  of  all,  I  do  not  feel 
entirely  comfortable  to  have  the  phrase 
"  principal  business "  in  this  connec- 
tion. I  know  it  is  not  absolutely  new. 
It  has  been  invented,  I  know,  by  the 
present  Government.  Very  many  on 
that  side  of  the  House  regard  it,  no 
doubt,  with  respect.  The  critical 
faculty  need  hardly  be  so  entirely 
silent  on  this  side  of  the  House,  and, 
taken  in  the  connection  in  which  it 
here  stands,  it  will  be  found  not  very 
easy  to  interpret.  However,  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  is  so  confi- 
dent in  the  applicability  of  this 
phrase  as  a  sound  phrase  of  formal 
Parliamentary  interpretation — I  know 
very  well  as  regards  the  conversa- 
tional interpretation  it  is  not  difficult  to 
interpret  it — that  for  my  part  I  shall  be 
satisfied  to  leave  him  responsible  for 
any  public  detriment  that  may  thereby 
accrue.  But  with  regard  to  another 
phrase  I  confess  I  am  disposed  to  press 
a  little  further,  and  that  is  the  phrase 
"  financial  business,11  because  that  is 
unquestionably  a  wide  and  large  phrase. 
Take,  for  example,  the  excessively  im- 
portant measure  that  was  introduced 
some  years  ago  by  the  Chancellor  of  the . 
Exchequer  with  regard  to  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  National  Debt.    That  was 
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financial  business  undoubtedly;  and, 
at  the  same  time,  I  think,  if 
we  are  to  maintain  the"  distinction 
between  Morning  Sittings  and  Evening 
Sittings — if  we  hold  that  there  are  cer- 
tain subjects  of  primary  importance 
that  ought  not  to  be  taken  at  Morning 
Sittings — such  a  Bill  as  that  of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  ought 
not  to  be  introduced  in  a  Morning 
Sitting.  Or  take  another,  the  Budget 
for  the  year.  Certainly  I  think  that  is 
financial  business,  and  on  no  occasion 
has  the  Budget  been  introduced  at  such 
an  hour  of  the  day  ;  and  so  long  as  the 
distinction  is  maintained  I  think  we 
ought  not  to  regard  the  Budget  as  one 
of  the  subjects  that  should  be  taken  in 
a  Morning  Sitting.  With  regard  to 
the  Army  and  Navy  Estimates,  I  be- 
lieve, by  fixed  usage,  they  are  retained 
for  the  Evening  Sittings.  I  mean  to  say 
the  first  portion — the  introduction  to 
the  main  subjects.  Therefore  I  doubt 
very  much  whether  the  phrase 
" financial  business"  is  a  safe  phrase  to 
adopt  in  the  present  Motion.  At  the 
same  time  it  is  not  for  me  to  undertake 
to  dictate  or  advise  the  Government  as 
to  the  particular  phraseology  they  pro- 
pose to  adopt.  But  I  hope  the  House 
will  be  able  to  adopt  some  expression 
other  than  this,  which  I  have  a  little 
endeavoured  to  canvass.  But  I  must 
confess  that,  coming  to  the  substance 
of  the  subject-matter,  I  do  say  that 
this  question  is  an  extremely  important 
question,  and  a  very  broad  proposition 
if  it  is  to  be  interpreted  in  the  sense  I 
have  attached  to  it — namely,  to  give  up 
from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  the 
Session,  Morning  Sittings  on  Tuesdays 
and  Fridays,  the  time  that  private 
Members  now  enjoy.  As  it  is  a  matter 
of  very  great  importance,  I  think 
we  ought  to  understand  that  if  a  propo- 
sition of  this  kind  is  made — for  pur- 
poses which  may  or  may  not  be 
adequate — we  are  making  a  very  large 
and  permanent  alteration  in  the  divi- 
sion of  the  time  of  the  House  between 
the  Government  and  independent  Mem- 
bers. That  is  not  a  matter  that  ought 
to  pass  lightly,  without  notice,  or 
without  a  notice  much  more  extended 
than  is  usually  given  to  propositions 
of  this  kind,  because  this  would  really 
come  to  mean  a  distinct  change  of 
system  in  the  House.  What  I  have 
to  say  is  this :  that  although  the 
Mr.  W.  E.  Gladstone 


absolute  needs  of  the  Government  only 
extend  to  the  21st  of  March,  yet,  view- 
ing the  desirability  of  the  introduction 
of  Bills,  and  the  convenience  of  making 
an  advance  with  the  miscellaneous 
Estimates  of  the  year,  which  we  are  all 
disposed,  I  think,  to  give  a  more  for- 
ward place  than  they  have  lately  en- 
joyed, so  far  as  the  time  at  our  disposal 
is  concerned,  I  should  be  quite  ready 
to  agree  to  a  Motion  of  this  Kind.  Be- 
yond that  I  could  not  really,  for 
one,  consent  to  go.  I  do  not  wish 
to  do  anything  inconvenient  in  form, 
but  in  case  the  Government  wish  to 
introduce  any  change  of  language  into 
the  Resolution,  I  should  be  disposed 
before  sitting  down  to  propose  to  insert 
the  words  "  until  Easter  "  in  the  earlv 
part  of  the  Motion — that  is  to  say, 
"That  the  House  do  meet  on  Tuesday 
and  Friday  at  2  o'clock  until  Easter, 
&c."  I  hope  this  will  meet  with  ac- 
ceptance by  the  Government.  My 
contention  is  simply  this :  that  a  per- 
manent change  in  the  allocation  of 
time  between  the  Government  and  the 
independent  portion  of  the  House  is  a 
question  of  great  importance  which 
ought  to  be  largely  considered  with  full 
notice  to  all  concerned,  and  ought  not 
to  be  disposed  of  as  if  it  were  a  matter 
merely  formal  and  subsidiary. 

Amendment  made,  by  inserting  after 
the  first  word  "  That,"  the  words 
"  until  Easter."— (Mr.  Gladstone.) 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  ■  Perhaps  it 
would  be  convenient  for  the  House  if  I 
at  once  stated  that  I  am  quite  ready  to 
adopt  the  suggestion  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  provided  it  is  understood 
that,  should  the  course  of  Business  re- 
quire it,  I  am  to  be  at  liberty  to  make 
any  other  provision  for  the  dispatch  of 
Business  which  the  necessities  of  the 
day  may  dictate.  With  regard  to  the 
other  point  raised  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  as  to  the  interpretation  of 
the  somewhat  novel  phrase  "  financial 
business,"  perhaps  it  may  be  con- 
venient for  the  House  if  I  were  to  ask 
you,  Sir,  what  interpretation  should  be 
put  upon  the  phrase  "  financial  busi- 
ness," before  it  is  adopted? 

Mr.  SPEAKER  :  I  think  it  is 
rather  a  matter  for  the  House  itself- 
But  looking  at  the  words  which 
are  used,  I  should  say  they  in* 
eluded  Supply,  the  Report  of  Supply 
and  the   Ways  and  Means  Bill ;  and 
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unless  a  limitation  "  until  Easter  "is 
introduced  into  the  proposition,  it  will, 
of  course,  apply  to  the  Budget.  That 
would  be  the  natural  interpretation  I 
should  be  disposed  to  put  upon  it ; 
but  it  is  a  matter  for  the  House,  and 
I  am  not  the  arbiter  of  the  question. 

(5.21.)  Sir  WILLIAM  HAKCOURT 
(Derby) :  My  recollection  is  that  the 
phrase  used  on  former  occasions  was, 
"Bills  that  had  their  origin  in  Com- 
mittee of  Supply,"  or  some  such 
phrase. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  And  the 
Scotch  Bill. 

Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT :  I  do 
not  mean  this  Session.  Formerly 
there  have  been  Resolutions  to  that  effect 
which  defined  Financial  Bills  as  Bills 
which  had  their  origin  in  Committee  of 
Supply,  and  would  include  Committee 
of  Supply,  Ways  and  Means,  and  Bills 
of  that  description. 

(5.22.)  Mr.  LABOUCHERE 
(Northampton) :  I  confess  I  always 
look  with  a  certain  amount  of 
doubt  and  suspicion  upon  any  arrange- 
ment, whether  public  or  private,  in 
regard  to  the  Business  of  this  House 
come  to  between  the  two  Front 
Benches,  because  we  always  find 
that  there  is  a  tendency  on  the 
part  of  all  whom  I  may  term  official 
Members,  to  squeeze  out  us  poor 
unfortunate,  independent  Members  on 
this  side  of  the  House.  But  I  con- 
fess that  as  I  listened  to  what  fell 
from  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Midlothian,  I  should  think 
there  was  a  considerable  amount  of 
reason  in  what  he  said  in  giving  this 
facility  till  Easter.  But  I  must 
point  out  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  appeared  to  be  surprised  at 
the  action  of  the  Government.  I  think 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  be  more 
surprised  when  I  tell  him  and  explain 
to  him  what  has  been  the  action  of  the 
Government  before  and  during  the 
Session ;  for  it  seems  to  me  that  the 
Government,  almost  by  design,  are 
Using  all  their  powers  to  put  off  legisla- 
tion on  their  own  Bills.  What  hap- 
pened on  the  Address?  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Midlothian 
has  frequently  had  occasion  to  move 
the  Address  on  the  Queen's  Speech.  I 
do  not  think  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
ever  urged  discussion  on  these  occasions. 

VOL..  I.  [new  series.] 


In  fact,  I  remember  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  and  indeed  every  other 
Gentleman  who  held  the  position  of 
Leader  of  the  House,  always  some- 
what deprecated  discussion  on  that 
occasion.  Well,  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man will  be  surprised  to  hear  that  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  protested 
against  our  not  discussing  the  whole 
question  of  Egypt ;  and  then,  as  if  that 
was  not  sufficient,  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  West  Birmingham, 
the  Gentleman  who  is  one  of  the  dual 
control  in  this  House,  also  deprecated 
it.  I  felt  very  much  inclined  to  accept 
the  challenge. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  never  re- 
ferred to  the  question  of  Egypt  at  all. 
But  I  must  say  that  I  felt  the  greatest 
satisfaction,  and  even  the  greatest 
surprise,  that  it  was  not  discussed. 

Mr.  LABOUCHERE:  When  an 
Irishman  trails  his  coat  in  a  fair  he 
does  not  ask  anyone  to  tread  on  it,  but 
he  feels  surprised  if  no  one  does  so. 
But  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  West  Birmingham  (Mr. 
J.  Chamberlain)  went  even  further.  He 
expressed  surprise  that  Members  sitting 
upon  that  Bench  with  him  and  divided 
in  opinions  from  him  did  not  bring 
forward  a  species  of  counter  Address 
to  Her  Majesty,  stating  all  they  con- 
templated doing  if  they  got  a  majority 
at  the  next  General  Election  with 
regard  to  Ireland.  We  on  this 
side  of  the  House  deprecated 
these  attempts  to  stave  off  Public 
Business,  and  thanks  to  our  reticence 
and  to  the  great  sorrow  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government  we  did  not 
pause  a  very  long  time  on  the  Debate 
on  the  Address.  Then  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  introduced  a  Bill  he  called 
the  Local  Government  (Ireland)  Bill. 
He  introduced  it  in  a  sort  of  way  that 
he  did  not  approve  of  the  Bill  himself  ; 
that  it  was  a  sort  of  Liberal  Unionist 
Bill ;  that  he  was  obliged  to  bring  it  in, 
and  made  a  lengthened  speech ;  but 
certainly  it  was  not  a  speech  that  I 
think  would  be  likely  to  conduce  to  the 
passing  of  that  Bill,  or  lead  anyone  to 
suppose  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
intended  to  persevere  with  his  Bill. 
Then  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Midlothian  will  be  still 
more  surprised  to  hear  that  the  Leader 
of  the  House    allowed    a    Bill  to  be 
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introduced  in  regard  to  Scotland,  that 
after  four  or  five  hours  had  been 
spent  in  discussion  upon  this  Bill  the 
Leader  of  the  House  got  up  and  ex- 
plained that  a  mistake  had  been  made, 
that  there  was  no  right  to  bring  in  the 
Bill  until  assent  had  been  given  in 
Committee,  and,  therefore,  the  whole 
proceeding  would  have  to  be  com- 
menced from  the  beginning.  I  wish  to 
point  out  this,  therefore,  that  if  there 
is  any  difficulty  in  regard  to  Public 
Business,  it  may  be  that  the  House 
will  endeavour  to  help  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  out  of  his  difficulties,  but 
they  have  all  occurred  owing  to  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  and  his  difficul- 
ties would  have  been  much  greater  if 
we  had  accepted  his  challenge  and  the 
challenge  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Birmingham  on  the 
Address.  Now,  I  will  tell  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  why  he  gets  into 
difficulties,  and  what  feeling  a  great 
many  Gentlemen  have  in  regard  to  this 
matter.  We  want  to  know  when  the 
Session  is  going  to  end.  We  know 
perfectly  well  that  this  Parliament  has  at- 
tained its  majority ;  we  know  that  it  can- 
not last  very  long — ("  No,  no  ") — and  we 
rather  suspect  that  all  these  endeavours 
to  provoke  us  into  discussion  is  an 
attempt  to  drag  matters  on  until  either 
the  hay  harvest  or  the  com  harvest, 
because  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  and 
his  Friends  opposite  do  not  seem  to 
have  that  confidence  in  the  agricultural 
labourer  that  we  have.  They  want  to 
seize  the  opportunity  when  this  man  to 
whom  they  have  given  a  vote — to  whom 
a  vote  has  been  given,  I  should  rather 
say — will  not  be  able  to  exercise  his 
privilege.  If  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
will  get  up  and  say,  "  We  recognise 
fully  that  it  is  at  least  doubtful  whether 
we  continue  to  enjoy  the  confidence  of 
the  country  ;  we  think  that  it  is  our 
duty  under  these  circumstances,  and 
owing  to  the  fact  of  this  Parliament 
having  lasted  very  long  " — and  in  my 
opinion  it  has  lasted  a  great  deal  too 
long — "  we  think  it  is  our  duty  to  seize 
the  earliest  opportunity  when  the 
greatest  number  of  the  electors  will 
be  on  the  register  in  order  to  consult 
the  country  whether  they  have  con- 
fidence in  us  or  not/'  If  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would  get  up  and  say,  "  I 
have  had  my  little  joke  about  this  Local 
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Government    Bill.      I    had    not    the 
slightest  notion  of  bringing  it  in.    I 
should  rather  not    have  been   forced 
into  bringing  it  in  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  opposite  "  (Mr.  J.  Chamber- 
lain). If  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  were 
to  assure  the  House,  as  soon  as  these 
Bills  he  referred  to  are  introduced,  and 
as  soon  as  the  Supplementary  Estimates 
and  the  Vote  on  Account  are  carried,  he 
would  go  to  the  country,  I  can  assure 
him  that  he  will  receive  every  facility 
on  the  part  of  Members  sitting  on  this 
side  of  the  House  to  expedite  Public 
Business.      We  do  not  want  to  say 
offensive  things  to  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman, but  we  think  he  and  his  Friends 
have  thoroughly  outstayed  their  wel- 
come.     As  for  the  Business  of  this 
House,  why,  if  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man were  really  to  propose  that  the 
House  should  not  meet  at  all,  or  should 
only  meet  once  a  week,    I  believe  it 
would  be  for  the  benefit  of  the  country. 
Why  should  we  have  all  this  legislation 
which  is  proposed  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  without  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman knowing  whether  he  has  the 
people  of  the  country  at  his  back  ?    I 
hold  any  sort  of  legislation  that  takes 
place  by  a  majority,  which  was  brought 
together  six  years  ago,  to  be  contrary 
to  the  first  principles  of  representative 
Government,   and  all  the    more  that 
when  the  electors  do  get  an  opportunity 
they  will  seize  it  to  try  and  convince 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that  he  and 
his  Government  have  lost  their  confi- 
dence.    Notwithstanding  my  distrust 
of  the  two  Front  Benches,  if  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Mid- 
lothian  insists  upon  his  Amendment 
with  regard  to  Easter,  we  will  not  fight 
or  quarrel  about  it.      I   should  have 
thought  the  30th  March  would  have 
been  preferable,  but  we  certainly  will 
contest  to  the  last  the  monstrous  pro- 
posal of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to 
take  Tuesdays  and  Fridays  till  the  end 
of  the  Session.     Such  a  proposal  has 
never  been   made   before,  and   will  I 
trust  be  always  resisted. 
*(5.33.)     Mr.  CREMER  (Shoreditch, 
Haggerston) :    I  wish  to  ask  whether, 
in  the  event  of  the  Motion  being  altered 
in  the  manner  suggested  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman   the  Member  for  Mid- 
lothian, the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
will  agree  to  give  precedence  to  thoN 
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[otions  on  the  Paper  for  Tuesdays  and 
ridays  after  the  Easter  Recess  1  In 
tgard  to  next  Tuesday,  some  of  us  find 
ireelves  in  a  position  of  extreme  dim 
llty,  although  we  are  anxious  to 
(pedite  the  Business  of  the  House. 
■n  Tuesday  next  there  are  four  or  five 
lotions  down,  two  of  them  of  im- 
ortance.  One  has  relation  to  Scotch 
sheries,  which  several  Members, 
^presenting  Scotch  constituencies,  are 
nxioue  to  discuss,  and  the  other  has  re- 
irence  to  the  larger  question  of  arbitra- 

on  with  the  United  States  of  America. 

have  heard  it  stated  that  that  is  a 
nestion  upon  which  you  cannot  very 
fell  get  up  the  steam,  but  the  steam 
as  already  been  got  up  out  of  doors  to 

considerable  extent,  and  by  Tuesday 
ext,  if  the  Motion  is  discussed,  there 
rill  be  petitions  representing  nearly 
,300,000  of  our  countrymen,  heartily 
ndorsing  the  proposal  for  a  Treaty 
f  Arbitration.  These  petitions  are 
igned,  irrespective  of  Party  politics, 
rid  in  the  face  of  this  extraordinary 
xpression  of  opinion,  mainly  from  the 
industrial  classes,  I  hope  the  Govern- 
ment, will  afford  an  opportunity  of  dis- 
ussing  so  exceedingly  important  a 
[uestion.  If  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
sill  give  a  guarantee  that  the  Motions 
low  standing  on  the  Paper  should  have 
precedence  after  Easter,  no  difficulty 
whatever  will  be  felt  in  passing  this 
Resolution. 

Mb.  J.  ROWLANDS  (Finsbury,  E.) : 
I  wish,  Sir,  to  endorse  what  has  been 
stated  by  my  hon.  Friend.  It  is  very 
hard  that  the  time  of  private  Members 
should  be  taken  in  this  ruthless  manner, 
and  I  think  we  should  not  be  doing  our 
duty  if  we  did  not  express  our  strong 
opinion  as  to  the  bungle  into  which  the 
Hght  hon.  Gentleman  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury  has  got  the  House  over 
the  Estimates.  Our  position  does  not 
irise  from  the  Members  of  the  House, 
>ttt  from  the  Members  of  the  Govern- 
ment not  malting  proper  arrangements 
<i  get  through  the  necessary  Business 
before  the  close  of  the  financial  year, 
t  hope  the  Government  will  make  an 
■iception  in  favour  of  the  Motion  of 
*ry  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
Saggerston,  which  stands  for  next 
Cnesday.     The   industrial   classes  are 


looking  forward  to  a  discussion  on  that 
Motion  with  great  and  deepening 
interest. 

Mr.  SEXTON  (Belfast,  W.) :  I  rise 
to  call  attention  to  one  important  point, 
namely,  the  Motion  standing  in  the 
name  of  my  hon.  Friend  the  Member 
for  Kerry  for  Friday  the  28th  of 
March,  affirming  the  necessity  of  the 
compulsory  sale  of  land  to  occupying 
tenants  in  Ireland.  This  question,  always 
important,  has  become  urgent  since  the 
failure  of  the  Land  Purchase  Act  last 
year.  If  this  Motion  be  carried  without 
exception,  my  hon.  Friend  will  be  con- 
fined within  three  hours  for  the  dis- 
cussion of  a  question  of  the  greatest 
magnitude,  instead  of  being  allowed 
seven  hours.  The  interest  in  Ireland 
on  this  question  is  such  that  we  cannot 
consent  to  abandon  our  rights,  and  I 
would  suggest  to  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man that  he  would  do  well  to  agree  to 
let  us  have  this  particular  day  out  of 
the  considerable  number  of  Tuesdays 
and  Fridays  intervening  between  this 
and  Easter.  By  the  29th  March  the 
Appropriation  Bill  will  have  left  this 
House.  The  only  matters  remaining 
will  be  the  introduction  of  Bills,  and  I 
do  not  think  he  seriously  suggests  that 
the  introduction  of  Bills  will  be  then 
proceeding.  I  would,  therefore,  urge 
that  as  it  will  not  be  necessary,  either 
for  the  purpose  of  financial  Business  or 
for  the  introduction  of  Bills,  for  him  to 
take  the  29th  March,  he  should  allow 
us  to  have  that  day.  In  order  to  regu- 
larise the  proceeding  I  beg  to  move, 
after  the  word  "Friday,"  to  insert  these 
words  "  except  Tuesday,  29th  March." 

Mr.  SPEAKER :  There  is  already 
a  Motion  before  the  House  to  restrict 
the  operation  of  this  Resolution  until 
Easter,  and  that  Resolution  I  will  put 
from  the  Chair. 

Question  put, and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SEXTON:  Then,  Sir,  I  wilt 
propose  that  after  the  word  "  Friday," 
in  the  second  line,  the  words  "  except 
Tuesday  the  29th  March "  be  in- 
serted. 

Amendment  proposed,  after  the  word 
"  Friday,"  to  insert  the  words  "  except 
on  Tuesday,   the  29th  March."— (Mr, 
Sexton.) 
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Question  proposed,  "  That  those 
words  be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  think  the 

lion.     Gentleman     who     moved     this 

Amendment   will    feel   it    is    one   the 

Government  can  hardly  accept.     The 

two  hon.  Gentlemen  who  preceded  him 

each  made  eloquent  appeals  in  favour 
of  Motions  standing  in  their  names, 
and  if  the  Government  make  an  ex- 
ception in  favour  of  one  Member  they 
cannot  avoid  extending  the  same  Parlia- 
mentary privilege  to  others.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  has  told  us  that  the  Motion 
standing  for  the  29th  March  in  the 
name  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Kerry  is 
a  very  important  Motion.  I  admit 
that ;  but  the  hon.  Gentleman  is  aware 
that  this  question  has  been  brought 
before  us  frequently  last  Session  as  well 
as  this,  and  is  not  new  to  the  House. 
Therefore,  although  I  fully  admit  the 
importance  of  the  proposition  the  hon. 
Gentleman  asks  us  to  accept,  I  do  not 
think  it  would  be  possible  to  make  in 
favour  of  that  Motion  any  special 
claim  that  would  not  equally  apply  to 
Motions  standing  in  the  name  of  other 
Gentlemen.  I  hope  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man will  be  content  with  the  protest 
he  has  made,  and  will  not  divide  the 
House  on  his  Amendment. 

Dn.  CLARK  (Caithness):  I  think 
the  better  plan  would  be  to  strike  out 
the  word  "  Tuesdays,"  and  to  give  the 
whole  of  Fridays  to  the  Government, 
and  I  also  think  that  the  reference  to 
Standing  Order  26  should  be  struck 
out.  The  result  would  be  to  give  us 
six  hours  on  Tuesday  evenings,  which 
would  be  better  than  the  risk  of  three 
hours  on  Tuesdays  and  Fridays.  It 
would  certainly  give  private  Members 
some  little  time  for  the  discussion  of 
questions  in  which  they  are  interested. 
The  Government  Motion  practically 
means  that  for  the  remainder  of  the 
Session  they  will  take  Tuesdays  and 
Fridays  to  themselves,  and  I  do  not 
think  the  three  hours  they  propose  to 
give  us  each  night  are  worth  having. 
I  would  rather  give  them  the  whole 
time  on  Friday. 

Mit.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) :  This 
Motion  is  brought  forward  at  an  un- 
usually early  period  of  the  Session ;  it 
shows  the  extreme  inconvenience  of  the 
way  in  which  Business  is  being  done  in 


this  House.     We  have  been  told  over 
and  over  again  that  Irish  and  Scotch 
Business  blocks  the  way,  but  here  we 
are,  without  violently  contentious  Busi- 
ness being   introduced,   in  a  position 
this  Session  which  is  worse  than  ever 
has  been  the  case  before.     The  reason 
we  ask  that  the  29th  March  should  be 
exempted  is  that  a   Motion   standing 
in  the  name  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Kerry,  and  relating  to  the  compulsory 
sale  of  land  in  Ireland,  should  oe  dis- 
cussed.    Now  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Leader    of   the  House   used 
this  extreme  argument.     He  said  that 
this  subject  of    first-class  importance 
had  been  brought   before  the   House 
before.     We    all  know    that   subjects 
of  great   importance  are  brought  for- 
ward year  after  year  in  this  very  way, 
and  it  is  necessary  to  repeat  and  en- 
force these  arguments  before  any  result 
accrues  ;  therefore  there  is  no  force  in 
that  argument  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man.    The  additional  ground  for  the 
discussion  of   the  Motion  of  my  hon. 
Friend  is  the  failure  of  the  Land  Pur- 
chase   Act.     It    has    not    worked  so 
rapidly  or  so   smoothly  as   the  Ash- 
bourne Act.     If  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man cannot  see  his  way  to  exempt  the 
29th    March,   I   would   suggest   these 
alternatives :  first,  he  may  promise  my 
hon.   Friend    the    Member  for   Kerry 
some  day  for  discussion  after  Easter ; 
or,  if   he  cannot  do   that,  he  might 
accept  the  proposition  of  the  Member    ; 
for  Caithness  and  take  Fridays,  leaving   * 
the  Tuesdays  open ;  or,  on  the  other  £ 
hand,  he  might  at  least  agree  that  the  r 
discussion  of   this  Motion  should  be  r 
taken  on   Tuesday   29th   March,  and  p 
allow  it  to  go  on  until  it  was  fairly  a 
exhausted,     not     enforcing     the    1* 
o'clock   Rule.     I   would  earnestly  re- 
commend the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to 
take  one  or  other  of    these  courses. 
Before  sitting  down,  I  would  call  atten- 
tion to  the  fact  that  the  hon.  Member 
for  South  Tyrone  is  not  in  his  place  to 
assist  us  on  a  question   in   which  he 
professes  to  be  so  much  interested. 

Mr.  CONYBEARE  (Cornwall,  Cam- 
borne) :  My  hon.  Friends  are  asking 
for  special  exceptions  for  this  question 
relating  to  Ireland.  I  think  we  may 
fairly  claim  that  the  equality  of  whkn 
they  speak  should  extend  to  MembeA 
of   this  House    generally.     I   do  M* 
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think  any  fair  survey  of  what  has  al- 
ready taken  place  this  Session  would 
lead  to  any  other  conclusion  than  that 
the  course  of  affairs  has  tended  very 
much  in  favour  of  the  discussion  of 
Irish  questions,  which  have  shut  up,  to 
a  large  extent,  the  discussion  of  Eng- 
lish questions.  We  have  discussed 
many  Irish  subjects  —  the  Belfast 
lunatics  among  them.  For  questions 
connected  with  Ireland  they  have  had  in 
discussion  their  full  share,  and  there- 
fore I  contend  that  we  should  have 
more  time  rather  than  the  Irish  Mem- 
bers who  have  already  occupied  much 
time.  As  to  the  Amendment,  the 
specific  reason  why  I  understand  my 
hon.  Friend  to  desire  this  exception  is 
to  discuss  that  grand  failure  of  last 
Session,  the  Land  Purchase  Bill,  which 
confiscated  a  large  sum  of  British 
money  for  the  purpose  of  buying  out 
the  Irish  landlords.  We  were  afraid 
that  the  sop  would  work  well  among 
the  tenants,  and  that  our  money  would 
be  spent  very  freely,  but  we  are  thank- 
ful to  observe  that  that  is  not  the 
case.  We  do  not  want  our  money 
spent  in  this  way. 

Mb.  SPEAKER :  The  hon.  Member 
is  discussing  the  merits  of  a  particular 
Bill,  and  not  the  appropriation  of  a 
particular  day. 

Mr.  CONYBEARE:  I  apologise  to 
you,  Sir,  but  I  was  mentioning  that  as 
a  reason  for  disagreeing  with  my  hon. 
Friends.  I  hope  it  may  be  possible* 
to  get  rid  of  the  necessity  for  a  Division. 
If  the  Government  will  come  forward 
and  say,  "  We  have  done  our  work ; 
we  have  outlived  our  time,  and  we  are 
perfectly  ready  to  go  to  the  country  as 
soon  as  possible,"  I  am  sure  that 
not  one  of  us  would  make  any  further 
objection  to  the  Motion  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman. 

(6.3.)  Mr.  JUSTIN  MCCARTHY 
(Londonderry) :  I  would  invite  the 
attention  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
to  the  suggestions  made  by  my  hon. 
Friends.  Every  one  of  these  suggestions 
was  fair,  and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
might  surely  see  his  way  to  adopt  at 
least  one  of  them.  We  Irish  Members 
&re  not  responsible  for  any  delay  or 
muddling  of  the  Business  of  this  Session. 
The  Business  has  been  delayed  and 
muddled  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Leader  of  the  House   bringing  for- 


ward measures  for  Ireland  which 
nobody  in  Ireland  asked  him  for,  and 
which,  so  far  as  I  know,  nobody  .in 
Ireland  wants.  Who  in  Ireland  asks 
for  such  a  measure  of  Local  Self- 
Government  as  he  has  brought  in,  and 
who  in  Ireland  is  going  to  accept  such 
a  measure  ?  We  want  to  have  nothing 
to  do  with  it.  Therefore,  we  are  not 
responsible  for  the  time  of  the  House 
being  taken  up  with  measures  which 
nobody  wants,  and  nobody  expects  will 
be  for  the  good  of  Ireland. 
*(6.5.)  Mr.  LEA  (Londonderry,  S.) : 
I  am  sure  the  hon.  Member  for  East 
Mayo  has  no  wish  to  be  unfair  to  my 
hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  South 
Tyrone  in  saying  that  he  has  gone 
away  and  left  them  in  the  lurch  when 
he  knew  this  question  was  coming  on. 
My  hon.  Friend  left  London  last  night 
without  having  the  slightest  idea  that 
the  matter  would  be  brought  forward 
to-day,  and  the  least  he  could  have 
done  before  hastily  condemning  my 
hon.  Friend  would  have  been  to  give 
him  the  necessary  notice.  I  agree 
with  hon.  Members  that  nothing 
would  be  more  unsatisfactory  than  to 
have  an  incomplete  discussion  upon  the 
Motion  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Kerry. 
I  have  a  good  deal  of  sympathy  with 
that  Resolution ,  and  should  be  extremely 
glad  if  the  Government  could  give  way. 

(6.8.)  Mr.  BLANE  (Armagh.  S.) : 
The  House  has  been  sitting  for  three 
weeks  and  has  been  counted  out  three 
times.  I  have  seen  the  Government 
take  their  Whips — 

Mr.  SPEAKER:  Order!  order! 
That  has  no  reference  to  the  Amendment 
before  the  House. 

Mr.  BLANE  :  Where  is  the  necessity 
for  taking  our  time  up  to  the  29th  of 
March  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER  :  Order !  order ! 

Mr.  BLANE:  The  Government 
have  made  out  no  case  for  taking  all 
the  time  up  to  the  29th  March. 

Mr.  SPEAKER:  The  remarks  of 
the  hon.  Member  are  not  relevant. 

(6.10.)  Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  I 
have  no  right  again  to  address  the 
House,  but  it  would  be  only  courteous 
if  I  said  a  word  about  the  suggestions 
that  have  been  made  by  hon.  Members 
below  the  Gangway.  The  proposal  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  West  Belfast  to 
except  Tuesday,  the  29th  of  March, 
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from  the  Motion,  and  the  other  pro- 
posal that  the  Twelve  o'clock  Rule 
should  be  suspended  in  favour  of  a 
particular  Member,  are  both  open  to  a 
fatal  objection.  If  the  exception  is 
made  in  the  case  of  one  private  Mem- 
ber, it  is  quite  impossible  to  refuse  it 
in  the  case  of  others.  I  have  admitted 
the  importance  of  the  Motion  which 
stands  in  the  name  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Kerry,  but  that  must  not  be  taken 
as  an  expression  of  opinion  on  my  part 
that  the  Motions  of  other  hon.  Mem- 
bers are  not  worthy  of  as  full  and  as 
long  a  discussion  as  the  Motion  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Kerry.  It  would  not 
be  possible  for  the  Government  to 
make  an  exception  to  the  29th  of 
March  unless  they  were  prepared  to 
make  the  same  exception  for  every 
other  Tuesday  before  Easter. 

(6.12.)  Mr.  A.  O'CONNOR  (Done- 
gal, E.) :  The  subject-matter  of  the 
Motion  which  my  hon.  Friend  has 
given  notice  of  for  the  29th  is  one 
which  will  always  be  with  the  House 
while  the  Land  Question  in  Ireland  re- 
mains unsettled.  I  do  not  know  how 
many  weeks  it  has  taken  this  House  to 
pass  the  Land  Purchase  Act.  Millions 
of  money  were  placed  at  the  disposal 
of  the  Purchase  Commissioners  to 
carry  it  out.  Is  all  that  to  be  allowed 
to  run  waste?  Is  all  that  time 
to  be  lost?  The  Purchase  Act  now 
is  like  a  water-logged  ship — it  is  use- 
less ;  it  has  not  been  put  in  operation  ; 
and  the  Government  themselves  must 
see  the  desirability  of  arriving  at  some 
decision  as  to  how  it  may  be  made 
workable.  The  discussion  of  a  Motion 
"  like  that  of  my  hon.  Friend  the  Mem- 
ber for  Kerry  would  go,  perhaps,  some 
way  towards  enabling  the  Govern- 
ment to  come  to  a  decision  as  to  how 
the  difficulty  may  be  met.  If  the 
Government  agreed  to  the  proposal  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  West  Belfast, 
they  might  find  in  the  end  that  they 
would  be  expediting  their  own  Busi- 
ness. The  refusal  of  so  moderate  a 
request  was  not  at  all  likely  to  cause 
this  side  of  the  House  to  be  very 
friendly  when  appeals  were  made  to 
them  by  the  Government.  I  have 
often  been  struck  with  the  callous- 
ness with  which  representations  to  the 
Government  from  these  Benches  have 
been   met   by  Ministers  as  compared 
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with  the  whining  tone  of  appeal  which 
Ministers  are  accustomed  to  adopt 
when  in  moments  of  difficulty  they 
find  themselves  pressed  for  time,  and 
embarrassed  by  the  Business  before 
the  House. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided  : — Ayes  129 ; 
Noes  244.— (Div.  List,  No.  17.) 

Main  Question,  as  amended,  again 
proposed. 

(6.40.)  Mr.  BABTLEY  (Islington, 
N.) :  I  think  I  may  now  press  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury,  as  the  Govern- 
ment is  going  to  take  two  days  practi- 
cally for  Government  Business,  as  to 
whether  he  can  see  his  way  to  make 
some  arrangement  by  which  a  very 
important  question — the  proposed 
Gresham  University — may  have  time 
for  discussion.  This  question  is  one 
that  concerns  a  large  number  of  people 
in  London,  and  to  begin  to  discuss  it 
at  11  o'clock,  or  even  later,  would 
be  a  very  serious  drawback.  Of  course, 
under  the  Standing  Orders,  Debate 
can  go  on  till  any  hour  in  the  morning ; 
but  as  a  rule  the  House  will  not  attend 
to  a  discussion  after  1  o'clock — in 
fact  the  next  Resolution  shows  that 
they  do  not  care  to  discuss  anything 
after  12  o'clock. 

Mb.  CREMER  (Shoreditch,  Hagger- 
ston) :  I  feel  fully  justified,  from  the 
facts  I  have  stated,  in  moving  that 
Tuesday,  the  8th  of  March,  be  exempted 
from  the  operation  of  the  Rule. 

Mb.  SPEAKER :  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man has  already  spoken  on  the  Mail 
Question. 

Mb.  CREMER:  I  understood  that 
I  should  be  able  to  move  this  Amend- 
ment. 

Mb.  SPEAKER:  No;  the  hon. 
Member  is  precluded  from  so  doing  by 
having  already  spoken  on  the  Main 
Question. 

Mb.  PIGTON  (Leicester)  :  I  should 
like  to  support  the  appeal  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Islington.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  often  endeavours  to  con- 
ciliate the  House.  I  think  he  should 
sometimes  endeavour  to  conciliate  the 
country  as  well.  He  knows  from  the 
importance  and  influential  character  of 
the  deputation  which  waited  on  the 
Prime  Minister  to-day  on  this  subject 
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thai  the  interest  in  this  question  is  not 
confined  to  any  one  section  of  the 
House  or  to  one  school  of  politics.  It 
is  a  non-political,  non-party,  and,  I 
hope,  non-sectarian  question  as  well. 
There  is  a  large  portion  of  society 
interested  in  the  progress  of  higher 
education  who  are  alarmed  lest  a  retro- 
grade step  should  be  taken  in  this 
matter.  The  crucial  issue  is  now  before 
ns,  and  to  say  it  is  to  be  discussed  by 
a  weary  House  after  11  o'clock  at 
night  till  1  or  2  o'clock  in  the  morning 
is  really  to  make  a  mockery  of  it,  and  I 
hope  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will 
reconsider  his  position  and  accede  to 
the  appeal  made  to  him  from  his  own 
Party. 

Mb.  ROBY  (Lancashire,  S.E., 
Eccles) :  I  rise  to  suggest  one  way  in 
which  this  difficulty  can  be  met.  If  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  will  give  us  an 
assurance  that  the  Charter  shall  not 
be  submitted  to  Her  Majesty  until  a 
satisfactory  opportunity  has  been  given 
to  the  House  of  discussing  it,  that  will 
probably  meet  the  views  of  hon. 
^Aembers 

Mb.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  am  quite 
in  accord  with  hon.  Members  who 
have  spoken  in  thinking  that  the 
Government  ought  not  to  compel  the 
House  of  Commons  to  discuss  a  ques- 
tion in  which  a  large  number  of  Mem- 
bers feel  a  very  keen  interest,  under 
conditions  which  would  render  a  fair 
discussion  impossible.  Of  course,  there 
might  be  a  difference  of  opinion  among 
hon.  Members  as  to  what  constitutes 
fair  discussion.  But,  at  all  events,  I 
will  say — though  I  cannot  promise, 
cannot  give  a  pledge  to  my  hon. 
Friends  that  I  will  ask  the  House  to 
adjourn  Supply  before  11  o'clock — I 
will  not  ask  the  House  to  sit  till  abnor- 
mal hours  in  the  morning  for  the  pur- 
pose of  discussing  the  matter,  nor 
would  I  endeavour  to  bring  the  Debate 
prematurely  to  a  close  if  it  were  clearly 
the  desire  of  the  House  to  prolong 
it.  Probably  the  discussion  would  be 
exhausted  between  11  and  1,  but  if  it 
were  necessary  that  the  Debate  should 
be  adjourned,  I  would  consent  to  the 
Adjournment. 

Mb.  J.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) :  Will 
not  the  Debate  terminate  at  12  o'clock 
under  the  Standing  Orders  of  the 
House? 


Mb.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  Perhaps 
the  hon.  Gentleman  is  not  aware  that 
these  Charters  laid  on  the  Table  of  the 
House  do  not  come  under  the  Twelve 
O'clock  Rule,  and,  therefore,  I  think  the 
general  pledge  I  have  given  to  the 
House  will  gratify  both  my  hon. 
Friends  and  hon.  Gentlemen  who  have 
spoken  on  the  other  side  of  the  House. 

Mb.  SCHWANN  (Manchester,  N.) : 
Will  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  give 
two  or  three  days'  notice  before  the 
Indian  Councils  Bill  is  brought  on  ? 

Mb.  J.  LOWTHER  (Kent,  Thanett  : 
Perhaps  my  right  hon.  Friend  might 
be  open  to  some  compromise  on  this 
subject,  which  appears  to  be  a  subject 
of  considerable  interest,  and  obviously 
a  hurried  discussion  in  the  small  hours 
of  the  morning  would  hardly  meet  the 
requirements  of  the  case.  Can  my 
right  hon.  Friend  hold  out  any  hope 
of  this  Motion  being  taken  at  10  o'clock ; 
it  might  then  be  disposed  of  by  12. 

Mb.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  Between  10 
and  12  is  practically  the  same  as 
between  11  and  1. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided  : — Ayes  282  ;  Noes 
60.— (Div.  List,  No.  18.) 

Resolved,  That  until  Easter  the  House  do 
meet  on  Tuesday  and  Friday  at  Two  o'clock. 
That  the  principal  business  at  such  Morning 
Sittings  shall  be  Financial  Business  and 
proceedings  on  the  Introduction  and  First 
Readings  of  Bills;  and  that  the  provisions 
of  Standing  Order  56  be  extended  to  such 
Sittings. 

BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOU8E. 

(sittings  of  the  house.) 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR  :  Mr.  Speaker, 
I  now  beg  to  move  the  second  Motion 
which  stands  in  my  name,  and  only 
preface  it  with  this  remark — that  I 
gather  from  what  has  been  said  that  in 
putting  the  Motion  down  on  the 
Paper  I  am  only  carrying  out  the  wish 
of  hon.  Gentlemen  in  all  parts  of  the 
House.  It  is  not  done  so  much — 
indeed,  not  at  all — in  the  interests  of 
the  Government  Business  as  to  meet 
the  convenience  of  the  Members  and  of 
the  officers  of  the  House.  The  only 
difference  between  the  Motion  I  have 
on  the  Paper  and  the  Motion  of  last 
year  is  that  the  present  Motion  will 
make  the  Resolution  a  Standing  Order, 


i82a 


Supply — Civil 


{COMMONS}      Services,  dc.  Estimates.    1824 


while  the  Resolution  of  last  year  was 
only  a  Sessional  Order.  I  am  inclined 
to  think  that  the  result  of  the  experi- 
ment made  last  year  is  to  create  the 
conviction  that  the  general  convenience 
is  best  consulted  by  not  continuing 
Debate  until  1  o'clock,  and  hon.  Mem- 
bers will  perhaps  agree  that  the  modi- 
fication made  in  the  Rules  last  year 
should  become  part  of  the  Standing 
Orders  of  the  House. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

"  That  the  sitting  of  the  House  at  Nine  o'clock 
be  held  subject  to  the  provisions  of  Standing 
Order  No.  I,  which  relate  to  the  interruption 
of  Business  and  the  Adjournment  of  the  House; 
that  this  Resolution  be  a  Standing  Order  of 
the  House;  that  Standing  Order  No.  8  be 
repealed."— (Mr,  A,  J,  Balfour,) 

Dr.  CLARK  (Caithness):  If  you 
make  it  a  Standing  Order  that  the 
debate  must  terminate  at  12  o'clock,  a 
question  can  only  have  three  hours' 
discussion.  Private  Members  will  only 
get  three  hours  a  night  or  six  hours  a 
week  under  the  present  form  of  the 
Resolution. 

Mr.  J.  ROWLANDS  (Finsbury,  E.) : 
I  am  very  pleased  to  find  that  the 
Twelve  o'Clock  Rule  is  to  be  adhered 
to  on  Tuesdays  and  Fridays.  It  is  a 
great  convenience  to  many  hon.  Mem- 
bers that  contentious  Business  should 
not  come  on  after  12  o'clock,  as  that 
enables  them  to  catch  their  trains  or 
or  other  conveyances. 

Sir  G.  TRBVELYAN  (Glasgow, 
Bridgeton) :  I  gather  that  the  House 
is  of  the  same  mind  as  it  was  last 
year,  and  therefore  I  shall  not  say  any 
word  in  support  of  the  Motion  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  and  still  less 
in  opposition  to  it,  as  I  had  the  honour, 
last  year,  of  acting  with  the  Leader 
of  the  House  in  getting  the  change 
adopted  for  last  Session.  But  I  must 
say  that  there  were  two  conditions 
attached  by  the  House  and  accepted 
by  the  Leader  of  the  House.  The  first 
was  that  it  should  be  a  Sessional 
Order ;  on  that  point  I  do  not  care  to 
insist ;  but  the  other  is  a  more  im- 
portant matter.  The  Government  can, 
under  the  present  Resolution,  use 
Tuesdays  and  Fridays  after  the  Morn- 
ing Sittings  for  advancing  Money  Bills 
or  Report  of  Supply.  If  the  Govern- 
ment are  willing  to  give  an  assurance 
that  they  will  not  use  this  hour,  which 
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private  Members  have  surrendered,  for 
the  Business  of  Supply,  I  think  the 
House  will  be  prepared  to  accept  the 
Resolution,  probably  without  a  Divi- 
sion. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  thought  I 
did  give  that  assurance  in  answer  to  a 
similar  question,  but  I  am  quite  willing 
to  repeat  it  now. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 


SUPPLY     —    CIVIL     8ERVICE8     AND 
REVENUE    DEPARTMENTS,     1801-2 

(SUPPLEMENTARY  ESTIMATES,) 
(In  the  Committee.) 
Considered  in  Committee. 
Class  V. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

"  That  a  Supplementary  gam.  not  wnwriing 
£22,600,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  defray 
the  Charge  which  will  come  in  ooarte  of  pay- 
ment during  the  year  ending  on  the  Slat  day 
of  March,  1892,  for  the  Expenses  of  Her 
Majesty's  Embassies  and  Missions 


(7.8.)  Dr.  CLARK  (Caithness): 
I  wish  to  call  attention  to  the  sum  for 
the  Boundary  Commission  between  the 
Portuguese  and  the  Chartered  Com- 
pany. I  want  to  know  why  this  money 
was  not  paid  by  the  company  instead 
of  by  the  Imperial  Government?  I 
understand  that  those  companies  by 
their  Charter  would  have  to  pay  their 
own  costs.  These  people  have  many 
powers  ;  amongst  others,  the  right  to 
tax,  and  they  are  putting  them  on  very 
severely.  If  that  is  so,  why  should  this 
charge  be  upon  the  Imperial  Exchequer  ? 
I  should  also  like  to  know  if  the  Com- 
mission has  yet  sat  ? 

(7.10.)  The  UNDER  SECBETABT 
of  STATE  for  FOREIGN  AFFAIB8 
(Mr.  J.  W.  Lowtheb,  Cumberland, 
Penrith) :  The  Commission  has  nt: 
they  met  in  the  autumn  of  last  year, 
and  arrangements  were  made  between 
the  representatives  to  carry  out  the 
necessary  preliminaries.  Major  Levieon 
is  at  present  in  this  country,  but  he  is 
about  to  return  almost  immediately  to 
the  East  Coast  of  Africa,  and  the 
matter  will  be  at  once  proceeded  with. 
I  believe  the  work  of  delimitation  was 
carried  out  in  consequence  of  the  Angk> 
Portuguese  Convention,  and  at  the 
respective  cost  of  the  two  Governments/ 
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Da.  GLABK  :  Bat  why  should  it  not 
be  pud  by  the  Chartered  Company  ? 
We  have  not  control  over  it. 

Me.  J.  W.  LOWTHER:  They  are 
only  acting  as  our  representatives. 

Dr.  CLARK  :  Another  matter  to 
which  I  would  wish  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House  is  the  item  of  £5,600 
lor  outfits  in  consequence  of  the  deaths 
of  Lord  Lytton  and  Sir  William  White. 
f  would  like  to  know  how  much  these 
diplomatic  changes  cost  ?  I  think  we 
should  also  get  details  of  the  Vote.  But 
why  should  we  pay  for  the  removal  of 
the  horses  and  carriages  of  these  gentle- 
men and  pay  for  the  new  furniture 
which  they  think  well  to  select  ?  When 
these  gentlemen  remove  from  one 
place  to  another  and  some  new  official 
takes  the  place  what  I  ask  be- 
comes of  the  furniture,  &«.  ?  We 
pay  these  men  large  salaries,  we 
give  them  houses,  and  we  spend  a 
great  deal  of  money  upon  them  ;  why 
then  should  we  be  called  upon  to  pay 
each  charges  as  these  ?  What  becomes 
of  the  furniture?  Is  it  sold,  or  do  the 
butlers  take  charge  of  it  ? 
•Mb.  J.  W.  LOWTHEB:  I  am 
afraid  the  hon.  Member  has  got  on  the 
wrong  line  of  rails  in  reference  to  this 
matter.  Those  outfits  are  granted  to 
Ambassadors,  Ministers,  Secretaries  of 
Embassy  and  of  Legation  upon  their 
going  to  a  new  post,  and  I  believe  that 
they  only  barely  cover  the  expenses. 
When  a  Minister  has  to  break  up 
bis  establishment,  these  outfit  grants 
cover  his  travelling  and  removal 
expenses:  the  expense  he  is  put 
to  in  having  to  break  up  his 
F  establishment,  the  cost  of  having  to 
Bottle  down  in  a  new  position,  and 
various  costs  incurred  iu  many  other 
V/ays.  The  hon.  Member  has  asked 
for  details  as  to  the  Vote  which  is 
due  to  the  deaths  which  un- 
fortunately took  place  in  the 
last  year  in  the  ranks  of  the 
Diplomatic  Service.  Lord  Dufferin 
on  going  to  Paris  will  get  £2,000  for 
outfit.  These  outfits  have  been  fixed 
for  a  great  number  of  years  between 
the  Treasury  and  the  Foreign  Office. 
They  were  inquired  into  by  a  Committee 
that  sat  some  years  agoon  the  Diplomatic 
Service  Votes,  and  the  Committee  did 
not  report  otherwise  than  favourably. 


Sir  Clare  Ford  will  get  £1,250; 
Sir  D.  Wolff,  £2,000;  Lord  Vivian, 
£2,500 ;  Sir  E.  Monson,  £650,  and  Mr. 
Egerton,  £1,100.  Last  year  the  whole 
sum  expended  in  outfits  was  £1,416, 
and  the  year  before,  although  the  sum 
down  in  the  Estimates  was  £5,000,  only 
£3,700  out  of  that  was  spent. 

(7.15.)  Mr.  LABOUCHERE  (North- 
ampton) :  The  hon.  Gentleman  says 
that  Lord  Dufferin  received  £2,000  to 
cover  his  expenses  on  going  from  Rome 
to  Paris,  and  that  the  money  was  ex- 
pended in  travelling  and  for  his  per- 
sonal impedimenta.  But  why  this 
discrepancy  in  the  allowance  if  they 
are  made  for  personal  expenses?  If 
we  take  distance  into  account  they  seem 
to  follow  no  intelligible  principle,  for 
whilst  Lord  Dufferin  gets  £2,000  for 
going  from  Rome  to  Paris,  Lord  Vivian 
gets  £2,500  for  going  from  Brussels  to 
Rome,  while  Mr.  Egerton  gets  £1,100 
for  going  from  Paris  to  Greece.  Again, 
Mr.  Monson  only  gets  £650,  and  it  is 
obvious  that  if  ne  has  been  properly 
paid  these  other  gentlemen  have  been 
improperly  paid,  and  that  they  have 
received  too  much.  We  poor  people 
have  travelled  somewhat  on  the 
Continent  however,  and  we  know 
something  about  the  expense  of  it,  and 
I  should  be  inclined,  if  it  costs  these 
gentlemen  so  much  for  travelling  ex- 
penses, to  suggest  that  the  Government 
should  consider  the  advisability  of  going 
to  Messrs.  Cook.  From  what  the  hon. 
Member  has  stated  it  would  appear 
that  removal  of  furniture  has  nothing 
to  do  with  the  grants,  and  that  this  is  a 
species  of  general  allowance  made  [to 
Ambassadors  and  Ministers  for  going 
from  one  place  to  another.  Under 
these  circumstances  I  beg  to  move  the 
reduction  of  the  Vote  by  £2,000. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  Item  N,  Outfits,  be  re- 
duced by  the  sum  of  £2,000."— 
(Mr.  Laboitckere.) 

(7-18.)  Mb.  LEVESON-GOWER 
(Stoke -upon -Trent) :  I  do  not  see  upon 
what  principle  this  money  is  given  to 
Ambassadors  and  Ministers,  and  not 
extended  to  the  junior  members 
of  the  Diplomatic  Service,  who  have  to 
move  about  more  frequently  than  the 
Ambassadors  or  Ministers,  and  who 
are  paid  a  less  salary. 
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(720.)  Me.  WOOTTON  ISAACSON 
(Tower  Hamlets,  Stepney) :  I  wish  to 
ask  the  hon.  Member  whether  Sir  H. 
D.  Wolff  will  receive  an  allowance  for 
outfit  on  going  from  Bucharest  to 
Madrid  ? 

•(7.21.)  Mb.  J.  W.  LOWTHER: 
With  reference  to  the  question  asked 
by  toy  hon.  Friend,  I  have  to  say  that 
I  believe  the  usual  course  will  be  fol- 
lowed, and  that  on  tbe  transfer  of  Sir 
H.  D.  Wolff  he  would  receive  an  out- 
fit. I  do  not  see  anything  extraordinary 
in  it  that  hon.  Members  should  laugh. 
I  did  not  mean  to  say  that  the  outfit 
was  meant  simply  to  cover  the  personal 
expenses  of  the  Minister ;  it  is  also  for 
the  travelling  expenses  of  his  family, 
and  the  expense  incurred  in  moving 
bis  own  private  furniture,  and  horseB 
and  carriages.  The  Minister's  goods 
and  chattels,  the  position  he  holds, 
and  a  great  many  other  things  are 
matters  which  the  junior  members  of 
the  Diplomatic  Service  do  not  have  to 
deal  with,  entitle  him  to  a  larger 
sum.  Therefore,  it  is  perfectly  obvious 
that  tbe  expenses  to  which  an 
Ambassador  or  Ministeris  put  in  moving 
from  one  mission  to  another  are  rela- 
tively very  much  greater  than  those  of 
the  junior  members.  This  scheme  of 
outfits  was  settled  upon  after  com- 
munication with  the  Treasury ;  it  was 
investigated  by  a  Committee  of  the 
House  and  approved,  and  the  general 
principle  upon  which  it  is  founded  is 
about  one-third  of  the  salary  attached 
to  the  post  to  which  Her  Majesty's 
Representatives  are  appointed. 

(7.23.)  Mb.  P.  STANHOPE  (WedneB- 
bury) :  I  wish  to  ask  whether  any  in- 

?uirywasmade  on  the  part  of  the  Foreign 
Iftice  as  to  the  items  of  expenditure 
before  these  gentlemen  got  to  their  posts? 
I  understand  how  it  may  be  desirable  to 
pay  the  expenses  of  Ambassadors 
moving  from  one  place  to  another  ;  but 
I  think  advantage  should  not  be  taken 
of  that  for  granting  them  a  lump  sum 
that  is  more  than  what  is  actually  ex- 
pended. I  hope  that  when  further 
sums  are  applied  for  in  regard  to  these 
outfits  the  Under  Secretary  will  be 
able  to  lay  before  the  House  more 
details,  for  I  think  he  should  show  to 
the  House  that  the  money  was  actually 
expended. 


Mb.  LEVESON-GOWER :  The 
hon.  Gentleman  has  not  answered  that 
part  of  my  question  which  refers  to 
junior  members  of  the  Service.  I 
should  think  some  amount  should  be 
paid  them,  and  I  should  like  if  the 
Under  Secretary  would  give  OS  some 
assurance  upon  the  point. 

Mr.  LABOUCHERE:  lean  explain 
how  I  myself  was  treated.  I  was 
Second  Secretary  of  Legation  once, 
and  had  to  go  from  London  to  Con- 
stantinople. I  put  in  a  statement  as 
to  how  much  it  cost  me.  Now,  Mr. 
Courtney,  I  am  an  honest  man,  and  I 
put  in  exactly  what  it  cost  me  in 
trains ;  but  Mr.  Cunningham,  who  was 
then  at  the  head  of  the  Financial 
Department  of  the  Foreign  Office,  told 
me  that  I  was  to  Bupply  vouchers.  I 
told  him  that  if  he  insisted  on  Touchers 
the  railway  companies  might  not 
give  them  ;  but  it  was  of  no  avail,  and 
I  had  to  appeal  to  Lord  Russell,  and 
pledge  myself  that  I  had  actually  ex- 
pended the  money  in  railway  travelling 
from  one  point  to  another.  It  is  evi- 
dent this  amount  has  nothing  to  do 
with  the  money  spent,  as  the  Under 
Secretary  says  it  is  based  upon  one- 
third  of  the  salary.  I  admit  that 
these  men  have  a  right  to  be  paid  their 
expenses,  but  we  know  that  this  is 
absolutely  in  excess ;  we  know,  and  it 
has  been  admitted,  that  it  does  not 
depend  upon  the  actual  amount  spent, 
and  therefore  I  must  persist  in  my 
Motion. 

Dr.  CLARK:  We  have  been  told 
that  this  money  was  for  outfit,  and 
from  the  reply  of  the  hon.  Gentleman 
opposite  it  would  appear  that  they  did 
not  get  any  outfit.  In  short,  it  is  not 
for  outfit  at  all. 

(7.24.)  Dr.  TANNER  (Cork  Co- 
Mid)  :  It  seems  to  me  extraordinary 
the  way  in  which  these  items  an 
placed  upon  the  Paper,  and  that  mon 
attention  is  not  paid  to  details.  Hon 
information  should  be  given,  and  I, 
for  one,  think  the  House  should  aik 
for  it  before  it  votes  away  this  extra- 
ordinary large  sum  without  thoroughly 
understanding  it. 

(7.25.)  Mb.  OSBORNE  MORGAN 
(Denbighshire,  E.) :  I  wish  to  obsem 
that  we  had  no  explanation  from  tbe 
Under  Secretary  as  to  the  way  n 
which  the  outfit  is  calculated;  he  ht> 
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amply  told  us  that  it  is  about  one 
third  of  the  salary  paid.  According  to 
the  hon.  Member  for  Northampton,  it 
would  appear  that  there  is  some  doubt 
about  that  point.  Now,  I  am  also 
an  honest  man,  and  I  wish  to  tell 
the  House  that  when  I  was  Judge 
Advocate  General,  I  was  called  upon 
to  state  exactly  what  I  spent,  and  I 
endeavoured  to  act  as  fairly  as  I  could. 
There  is  no  reason  why  the  same  course 
should  not  be  taken  in  this  case,  and 
why  Ambassadors  and  Ministers  should 
not  do  the  same. 

(7.27.)  Mr.  ROBY  (Lancashire,  S.E. 
Eccles) :  I  wish  to  ask  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  what  is  the  date  of  the 
Committee  to  which  he  referred  as 
having  carried  out  this  arrangement  ? 

Mb.  J.  W.  LOWTHER :  The  Com- 
mittee  reported  in  1870. 

Mr.    ROBY :     Are    we    to    clearly 
understand  that  this  money  will  not  be 
used  for  the  purchase  of  furniture  ?    I 
confess  I  feel  it  would  be  much  more 
satisfactory   if  the   money  were    cal- 
culated upon  some  other  scale  than  the 
amount  of    salary.     This  is  a  rough 
method  of  calculation,  and  not  by  any 
means  so  satisfactory  as  if  the  exact 
amount  expended  were  recorded. 
*(5.28.)  Mr.   J.  W.  LOWTHER:   I 
think   I  can  explain   the   discrepancy 
which   the  hon.    Member  for  North- 
ampton has  discovered.     On  his  first 
appointment  as  Ambassador  a  gentle- 
man  receives  a  full   outfit,   which  is 
roughly  calculated  at  one-third  of  the 
salary  attached  to  the  post.     If  he  is 
only  transferred  from  one  Embassy  to 
another    then    he    does    not    receive 
a  full  outfit ;    I    think    he  then  only 
receives  one-half  of  the  outfit.     In  the 
Bame  way,  if    a   gentleman   proceeds 
.from  a  Legation  to  an  Embassy,  he 
then  receives  a  full  outfit.     If  he  pro- 
ceeds to  a  Legation  for  the  first  time, 
he  then  receives  a  full  outfit ;  but  if 
from  a  Legation  to  a  Legation,  he  only 
deceives  half.     Such  is  the  explanation 
of   the  discrepancy.     In  the  case  of 
Lord  Vivian,  for  instance,  he  received 
*   full   outfit,    but     Sir     Clare    Ford 
did      not     receive      a      full      outfit. 
Outfits  include  furniture,  that    covers 
not    merely  the    cost    of    travelling, 
but    also    the     cost    of    moving  the 
family,     servants,     horses,    carriages, 
and  such  furniture  as  the  Ambassador 


wishes  to  move  from  one  Mission 
to  another.  It  is  perfectly  true 
that  at  the  Chief  Embassies  there  is  a 
certain  quantity  of  furniture  which 
belongs  to  these  Embassies,  but  it  is  of  a, 
very  meagre  character,  and  very  much 
of  the  character  which  Government, 
furniture  is  apt  to  be.  And  therefore 
the  cost  of  the  removal  of  old  and  the 
purchase  of  new  furniture  to  make  the 
new  residence  inhabitable  is  covered  by 
the  outfits  which  are  given. 

(7.32.)  Mr.  LABOUCHERE:  I 
think  the  hon.  Gentleman  has  still  failed 
to  explain  this  matter.  He  says  that 
when  a  gentleman  is  promoted  from 
being  a  Minister  to  be  an  Ambassador, 
he  receives  one-half  of  the  allowance 
that  he  would  otherwise  receive.  The 
hon.  Gentleman  has  said  that  Lord 
DufFerin  received  £2,000  on  removal 
from  Rome,  where  he  had  been  an 
Ambassador,  to  Paris,  where  he  is  now 
an  Ambassador;  but  that  Sir  Clare 
Ford  had  only  received  £1,200  on  being 
transferred  from  Madrid,  where  he  had 
been  an  Ambassador,  to  Constantinople, 
where  he  is  also  an  Ambassador.  But 
the  explanation  of  the  hon.  Gentleman, 
I  am  bound  to  say,  does  not  account 
for  these  discrepancies. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided : — Ayes  103 ; 
Noes  152.— (Div.  List,  No.  19.) 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

(7.33.)  Dr.  CLARK:  I  think  we 
should  have  some  explanation  with 
respect  to  this  item  of  £3,000  relating 
to  the  Government  of  India. 

(7.34.)  Mr.  J.  W.  LOWTHER :  The 
Government  of  India  have  hitherto  been 
paying  £10,000  a  year  towards  .the 
Mission  to  Persia ;  but  lately  they  have 
represented  to  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment that  the  Indian  Government 
were  paying  the  cost  of  the  Agencies 
at  Bushire  and  Meshed,  which  amounts 
to  £16,000  a  year,  and  they  considered 
that  the  resources  of  India  should  not 
be  taxed  to  a  greater  extent  than  £7,000 
instead  of  £10,000  a  year.  And  seeing 
that  India  pays  on  Agencies,  etc.,  as 
much  as  £23,000  a  year,  and  the  Im- 
perial Government  only  paid,  roughly 
speaking,  £12,000  a  year,  it  was  thought 
that  it  was  only  fair  that  that  sum  of 
£3,000  should  be  placed  upon  the 
Imperial  Estimates. 
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Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

(2.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
posed, 

"  That  a  Supplementary  aum?  not  exceeding 
£1,610,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  defray 
the  Charge  which  will  come  in  course  of  pay- 
ment during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day 
of  March,  1892,  for  the  Expenses  of  the  High 
Commissioner  for  South  Africa." 

(7.35.)  Dr.  CLARK :  I  should  like 
to  have  some  explanation  about  this 
item  of  £1,000  for  telegrams.  I  do  not 
know  of  any  burning  question  in 
South  Africa  which  would  cause  so 
much  expenditure  upon  telegrams. 
Last  year  there  was  one,  but  this  year 
there  was  no  burning  question  in  South 
Africa,  and  yet  we  have  the  Estimate 
increased  by  50  per  cent,  when  there 
was  no  trouble  in  the  country.  I  should 
like  to  get  some  reply  in  reference  to 
this  matter. 

*(7.36.)  Sir  JOHN  GORST : 
I  am  not  quite  so  familiar  with  this 
Vote  as  my  right  hon.  Friend  the 
Under  Secretary,  but  I  am  informed 
that  the  excess  is  due  to  the  action  of 
certain  burghers  in  the  South 
African  Republic,  who  made  a 
trek  into  territory  in  the  direc- 
tion of  British  Bechuanaland,  or 
rather  Matabeleland.  This  movement 
threatened  to  be  inimical  to  British 
interests,  and  necessitated  this  large 
expenditure  upon  telegrams ;  and  I 
say  that  money  has  been  well  spent. 
Owing  to  the  vigorous  intervention  of 
Sir  Henry  Loch,  and  to  the  friendly 
co-operation  of  the  South  African  Re- 
public, that  movement  of  the  burghers 
entirely  failed. 

(7.39.)  Mr.  MAC  NEILL  (Donegal, 
S.) :    I  wish  to  know   where    is   the 

Under  Secretary?  I  think  this  is  a 
discourtesy  that  he  should  not  be  here 
to  give  us  the  information  we  want. 
We  want  to  know  about  these  tele- 
grams. We  are  not  satisfied  with  the 
explanation  given  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  who,  with  great  candour, 
says  he  knows  nothing  about  them. 
[Sir  John  Gorst:  No,  no.]  Yes,  he  got 
a  paper  from  the  Colonial  Office,  took 
it  from  his  portfolio,  and  then  read  it 
with  very  great  difficulty.  That  is  not 
the  way  to  do  business  when  we  are 
dealing  with  public  money.  I  certainly 
will  move  a  reduction  of  this  Vote  in 
order     that     it     may     be      deferred 


until  the  Under  Secretary  for  the 
Colonies  is  present.  If  I  cannot  do  so, 
I  shall  move  a  Resolution.  Am  I  in 
order  in  moving  it  ? 

The  CHAIRMAN :  Yes. 

Mr.  MAC  NEILL :  Very  well.  Then 
I  beg  to  move  that  the  Vote  be  reduced 
by  £2,000,    to    show  my  sense    first 
of     this     reprehensible     manner     of 
spending  public  money,  and,  secondly, 
for  the  purpose  of  making  the  servants 
of  the  Crown  do  their  duty  instead 
of  doing  the  work  of  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury  by  electioneering  in  the 
country.  In  the  late  Mr.  W.  H.  Smith's 
time  such  a  thing  would    not    have 
occurred.     I  would  ask  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury  to  be  (?ood  enough  to 
give  us  some  explanation,  if  he  can, 
why    the    Under    Secretary   for   the 
Colonies  has  not  been  in  his  place  to- 
day or  for  the  last  week. 
*(7.42.)    Sir  JOHN  GORST :  I  hop 
the  hon.   Member  will  withdraw  his 
Motion.    I  am  the    Minister  of   the 
Crown  responsible  for  this  Estimate. 
I  gave  a  reply  which  has  satisfied  the 
hon.  Member  who  asked  the  question. 
I  did  not  say  I  did  not  know  anything 
about  it.    I  have  said  all  I  know  about 
it,  and  I  think  I  gave  what  the  hon. 
Member  who  asked  the  question  con- 
siders a  full  and  clear  explanation.    I 
hope,  therefore,  the  hon.  Member  will 
not  persevere  with  his  Motion,  as  it 
would  be  indirectly  a  Vote  of  Censure 
on  myself,  who,  however  inadequately, 
in  the  absence  of  the  Under  Secretary 
of  State,  have  replied  to  the  question.  \ 
But  if  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  i 
had  been  in  his  place  he  would  not 
have  said  more  than  I  have  said  on  the 
subject. 

(7.50.)  Dr.  TANNER  :  The  rigft 
hon.  Gentleman,  in  a  most  extraor- 
dinary speech,  tells  us  that  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Coloniei 
could  not  do  the  work  half  as  well  •» 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  himself.  [Sir 
John  Gorst :  No,  no.l  Accord- 
ingly I  wish  to  point  out  to  tne  House— 
what  we  have  been  trying  to  imprefl 
upon  you  from  these  Benches— that 
a  great  number  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  fill  ornamental 
places,  and  that  their  services  can  be 
very  easily  dispensed  with.  I  new* 
saw  a  more  amusing  state  of  afiair** 
this    Committee  of  Supply  before.  I 
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hope,  in  view  of  what  has  taken  place 
on  the  present  occasion,  that,  in  the 
first  place,  responsible  Ministers  will 
see  their  way  when  they  have  to  come 
to  this  House  to  ask  for  public  money 
so  that  they  will  be  able  to  definitely  tell 
us  what  are  the  things  on  which  this 
money  has  been  expended,  without  all 
this  hugger-mugger  on  the  Treasury 
Bench ;  and,  again,  I  hope  this  Com- 
mittee will  see,  what  we  have  endea- 
voured frequently  to  point  out,  that  a 
great  many  of  these  posts  filled  by 
Members  of  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment and  the  supporters  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government  could  be  very 
easily  dispensed  with. 

(7.57.)  Mr.  OSBORNE  MORGAN 
(Denbighshire,  E.) :  There  is  a  certain 
amount  of  force  in  what  has  been  said 
about  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies  being  absent ;  but  his 
place  could  not  be  better  filled  than  by 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite.  I 
hope,  therefore,  the  hon.  Gentleman 
will  not  go  to  a  Division. 

(7.58.)  Mr.  MACNEILL:  I  am 
not  going  to  persevere  with  this  Mo- 
tion, and  I  do  not  wish  to  cast  any 
blame  upon  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  in  any 
way.  At  the  same  time,  I  think  it 
would  have  been  more  courteous  if  the 
First  Lord  were  to  answer  a  question 
asked  in  reference  to  an  absent  Under 
Minister,  and  state  why  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  is 
not  in  his  place.  When  this  Vote 
comes  on  I  wish  to  know  are  the 
Under  Secretaries — especiallythe  Under 
Secretary  for  the  Colonies — appointed 
for  the  transaction  of  Public  Business 
and  to  act  in  the  public  interest,  or 
whether  the  Under  Secretary  for  the 
Colonies  is  receiving  a  salary  of  £2,000 
a  year  to  stump  for  the  Government 
out  of  doors  ?  I  wish  to  know  which 
is  his  business — is  his  business  to 
be  here  on  the  Treasury  Bench  to 
answer  me,  or  is  he  to  be  down  in  the 
country  electioneering  ? 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR  :  If  I  did 
not  answer  the  question  before,  it 
was  because  I  thought  an  answer  had 
been  very  amply  given  by  my  right  hon. 
Friend  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury. 
No  doubt  I  am  responsible  in  this 
House  for  seeing  that  the  Business  of 
the   House  is  fully,   as  well   as  pro- 


perly, discharged.  No  doubt  my  right 
hon.  Friend  the  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Colonies  would  have  been 
in  his  place  had  there  been  anything 
on  the  Paper  to  indicate  that  any 
question  of  importance  would  arise  in 
reference  to  this  Vote. 

Mr.  MAC  NEILL :  Oh,  this  is  very 
important. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  If  the  hon. 
Gentleman  will  allow  me  to  proceed. 
A  small  Debate  has  arisen,  not  a 
Debate  on  the  question  of  policy,  and 
I  think  it  will  be  admitted  that  no  more 
able  substitute  than  my  right  hon.  Friend 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  could 
have  been  found.  It  would  undoubtedly 
be  a  very  unfortunate  state  of  things  if 
an  important  Debate  on  matters  of 
policy  arose  in  the  absence  of  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies,  or  if  the  military  question 
were  raised  in  the  absence  of  my  right 
hon.  Friend  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War.  But  neither  of  these  things  has 
occurred,  and  I  hope  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man will  not  press  his  point. 

Dr.  CLARK  :  I  am  very  well  satis- 
fied with  the  explanation  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  though  I  should  like 
to  have  an  explanation  of  the  appearance 
of  the  items  of  expenditure  in  February 
and  March  last  year  on  this  Vote.  I 
should  also  like  an  explanation  of  the 
item  of  £160  to  a  gentleman  who  has  a 
pension  as  a  post-captain  in  the  Navy 
as  well  as  his  salary  as  secretary. 
♦Sir  JOHN  GORST :  In  consequence 
of  this  gentleman  receiving  retired 
Naval  pay,  10  per  cent,  is  deducted 
from  his  salary.  Sir  Graham  Bower  is  a 
gentleman  of  very  great  ability,  who  has 
held  office  for  nearly  eight  years,  and 
his  salary  is  only  £500,  rising  by  incre- 
ments of  £20  to  £700.  We  propose  to 
grant  him  this  personal  allowance  in 
consideration  of  his  long  service  and 
high  ability. 

Mr.  MAC  NEILL :  In  the  absence 
of  the  Under  Secretary  for  the  Colonies, 
I  wish  to  bear  testimony  to  what 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  said  as  to  the 
Secretary  to  the  High  Commissioner. 
His  duties  are  great,  his  work  is 
responsible,  his  intelligence  is  con- 
spicuous, and  he  deserves  any  recog- 
nition that  can  be  given  him. 

Dr.  TANNER:  It  is  advisable 
in  the  public  interest  that  when  gentle- 
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men  draw  lar^e  sums  of  money  it 
should  be  put  down  in  order  that  we 
may  know  the  extent  of  these  extraor- 
dinary grants.  If  the  whole  of  these 
items  paid  to  public  servants  were 
placed  before  the  House,  the  House 
would  be  in  a  better  position  to  judge, 
and  be  better  able  to  modify  and  check 
extravagance.  Again  and  again  we  have 
called  attention  to  the  slip-shod  manner 
in  which  these  Estimates  are  presented. 

Mr.  WALLACE  (Edinburgh,  E.) :  I 
am  not  at  all  satisfied  with  the  excuses 
that  have  been  given  for  the  absence  from 
the  House  of  the  Under  Secretary  for 
the  Colonies.  I  think  he  ought  to 
have  been  here  to  attend  to  any  ques- 
tions on  these  Estimates.  There  has 
been  no  explanation  given.  We  are 
told  he  has  left  a  good  substitute.  I 
do  not  deny  that.     The  Secretary   to 

the  Treasury  is  a  substitute,  and  some- 
thing more.  If  it  is  to  be  intended  as 
a  tribute  to  the  abilities  of  the  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury,  I  think  he  might — very 
profitably  to  this  House — be  the  sole 
occupant  of  the  Treasury  Bench.  But 
that  is  no  answer.  The  Under  Secre- 
tary ought  to  have  been  here ;  and  if  his 
absence  is  to  be  explained  away  in  the 
manner  suggested,  why  should  we 
not  abolish  two  or  three  of  the 
number  of  Under  Secretaries  who  sit 
on  these  Benches  ?  It  is  no  use  telling 
ns  that  we  have  a  very  versatile  and 
able  gentleman  representing  him.  We 
knew  that  before  ;  we  have  known  it  all 
along.  I  see  that  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  has  been  re-inforced  by  the 
Junior  Lord  of  the  Admiralty.  He 
becomes  extremely  strong  with  such 
supplement.  I  hope  my  hon.  Friends 
will  continue  their  opposition  to  this 
Vote,  and  I  shall  support  them  simply 
to  mark  my  offended  sense  of  the  ab- 
sence of  the  Under  Secretary  for  the 
Colonies.  Where  is  he  ?  What  is  he 
doing?  I  am  told  he  is  in  the  Chertsey 
Division.  Why  is  he  not  here  to  attend 
to  the  Estimates?  His  absence  will 
<iause  much  larger  questions.  If  he 
<*an  be  in  the  Chertsey  Division  without 
detriment  to  the  interests  of  his  oftice, 
the  office  might  very  j  rofitably  be 
abolished,  and  we  sho.iki  leave  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasur  .*  to  attend  to 
the  whole  work. 

Dr.  Tanner 


Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes  131 ; 
Noes  61.— (Div.  List,  No.  20.) 

Resolutions  to  be  reported. 

THE    IMPERIAL  BRITISH   EAST    AFRICA 

COMPANY. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

"That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £20,000  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  defray  the  Charge 
which  will  come  in  coarse  of  payment  during 
the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March, 
1892,  as  a  Grant  in  Aid  of  the  Coat  of  Pre- 
liminary Surveys  for  a  Railway  from  the 
Coast  to  Lake  Victoria  Nyanza." 

♦Mr.   J.   W.   LOWTHER:    As   this 
Vote  appears  for  the  first  time  in  the 
Estimates,  I  think  the  Committee  will 
probably  expect  some  explanations  of 
the  reasons  which  have  led  the  Govern- 
ment to  propose  it.     I  can  give  them  in 
a  sentence,  if  I  say  that  this  Vote  is 
submitted  to  the  House  in  continuation 
and  amplification  of  the  policy  which 
for  many  years  past  has  actuated  Her 
Majesty's      Governments       and     the 
country     in    dealing    with    the    sup- 
pression of  the  Slave  Trade  in  East  and 
in  Central  Africa.     This  is  not  a  new 
policy ;   it  is  a  policy  that  has  been 
carried  out  by  successive  Governments 
during  a    long  period    of    years,    not 
spasmodically,  but  constantly.     It  has 
met  with  the  general  support  not  only  of 
this  House,  but  with  the  general  support 
of  the  country.     It  is,  I  think  I  may 
fairly  say,  part  of  the  traditional  policy 
of  this  country.    So  far  as  public  efforts 
are    concerned,    Her    Majesty's   ships 
have  held  the  sea  on  the  East  Coast  of 
Africa  for  many  years,  and  have  been 
engaged  in   suppressing  the  sea-borne 
Slave  Trade.  The  Public  Purse  has  sup- 
plied funds,  to  a  large  extent,  to  keep 
these  ships  on  the  sea — to  keep  them 
coaled  and  efficient,  and  that  at  a  time 
when  we  had  no  stations  from  Aden  to 
Natal,   no   Protectorates  on  the  East 
Coast  of  Africa,  and  no  responsibilities. 
And  whilst  the  public  has  not  been  dow 
to  find  means  for  suppressing  the  Save 
Trade,    private     exertions    have  ably 
seconded  public  effort.      The  mission- 
aries sent  out  by  private  persons,  and 
especially  by  the  Scotch  people,  have 
penetrated     into    Equatorial      Africa 
charged  with  the  duty  of  christianising 
those  vast  populations,  and  of  exhorting 
them  to  put  an  end  to   this  intror*** 
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traffic.     And  I    think  we    may   fairly 
claim  that  our  public  and  private  efforts 
have  been  attended  with  a  large  measure 
of  success.      Some  twenty  years  ago  the 
export  of  slaves  from  that  sea  coast  was 
reckoned  at  about  20,000  per  annum. 
That  export  or  sea-borne  trade  in  slaves 
has  now  almost  ceased.     At  any  rate, 
it  has  diminished  so  as  to  be  now  a  very 
small  quantity.     But  whilst  the  export 
trade  has  ceased,  it  is  notorious  that 
the  home    trade  still   continues.     We 
have  scotched  the  snake,  but  we  have 
not  yet  killed  it.     And  I  think  I  may 
"I  ask    permission     of     the    Committee 
to  explain  what  I  mean  by  the  export 
trade  and  the  home  trade  in  slaves.  What 
happens,   as    I    understand,    is    this: 
that  in   order    that  goods    should   be 
brought  to  the  coast  from  the  central 
regions  of  Africa,  the  slaves  are  collected 
And  raided,  and  are  used  as  porters  to 
bring  down   the  goods.      When  they 
arrive   at  the   coast   the  slaves  are  a 
marketable   article.     They   can  either 
be  exported  to  the  islands  lying  off  the 
coast  of  Africa,  to  Arabia,  or  elsewhere  ; 
or  if  there  is  no  demand  for  their  ex- 
port, they  can  be  sold  just  as  cattle  or 
beasts  of  burden  can  be  sold,  or  utilised 
for  the  return  journey  to  Central  Africa. 
This  internal  trade  in  slaves  attracted 
the  attention  especially  of  the  Govern- 
ment of   the    right    hon.     Gentleman 
opposite,  the  Member  for  Midlothian, 
as  early  as  May,  1885,  and  I  find  that 
on  the    25th  May,    1885,    Lord  Gran- 
ville    wrote   a    very    interesting    and 
important   Despatch    to    Sir   Edward 
Malet,  in  which  he  said — 

u  I  have  to  request  your  Excellency  to  state 
that   the     supposition    that    Her    Majesty's 
Government  have  no  intention  of  opposing 
the  German  schemes  of  colonisation  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Zanzibar  is  absolutely  cor- 
«*&    Her  Majesty's  Government,  on  the  con- 
trary, view  with  favour  these   schemes,  the 
realisation  of  which  will  entail  the  civilisation 
-of  large  tracts  over  which  hitherto  no  Euro- 
pean influence  has  been  exercised ;  the  co-opera- 
tion of  Germany  with  Great  Britain  in  the 
"Work  of  the  suppression  of  the  slave  gangs ; 
«nd  the  encouragement  of  the  efforts  of  the 
Sultan  both  in  the  extinction  of  the  Slave  Trade 
and  in  the  commercial  development  of  his  do- 
minions.   I    should    wish    your    Excellency, 
while  speaking  in  this  sense  to  the  Chancellor, 
to  inform  him  that  a  scheme  has  been  started 
in  this  country  under  which,  if  it  is  realised,  the 
efforts  of  German  enterprise  may  be  supported 
indirectly  by  British  enterprise.    You  will  ex- 
plain that  8     e  prominent  capitalists  have 
originated  a  plan  for  a  British  settlement  in 


the  country  between  the  coast  and  the  lakes 
which  are  the  sources  of  the  White  Nile,  and 
for  its  connection  with  the  coast  by  a  rail- 
way. In  order  to  obtain  fair  security  for  their 
outlay  they  propose  to  endeavour  to  procure 
concessions  from  the  Sultan  of  a  comprehen- 
sive character.  Her  Majesty's  Government 
have  the  scheme  under  their  consideration,  but 
they  would  not  support  it  unless  they  were  fully 
satisfied  that  every  precaution  was  taken  to 
insure  that  it  would  in  no  way  conflict  with 
the  interests  of  the  territory  that  has  been 
taken  under  a  German  protectorate,  nor  affect 
that  part  of  the  Sultan's  dominions  lying 
between  that  territory  and  the  sea." 

Now,  Sir,  that  shows  that  as  early  as 
May,  1885,  Lord    Granville  and  the 
Government  over  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Midlothian 
presided    had    taken     this    important 
matter  into  their  careful  consideration. 
They  were  aware  that  it  was  proposed  by 
a  number,  of  gentlemen  to  develop  that 
portion  of.  Eastern  Africa,  especially  by 
the  method  of  making  a  railway  which 
would  run  from  the  coast  to  the  Vic- 
toria Nyanza,  and  the  only  condition 
apparently,  judging  from  this  Despatch 
which  Her   Majesty's  Government  at 
that  time  attached  to  the  proposal,  was 
that  the  sphere  of  delimitation  between 
the  German  Government  and  ourselves 
should  be  distinctly  laid  down.     Now, 
Sir,   I    would  ask  permission   of  the 
Committee  to  make  a  brief  review  of  the 
events  that  have  occurred  since  that  date. 
The  agreement  which  Lord  Granville 
had  contemplated  in  1885  became  a  fact 
in   1886.      The  German   Government 
and  our  own  Government  arrived  at  an 
agreement  as  to  the  line  of  demarcation 
between  their  respective  spheres  of  in- 
fluence in  East  Africa,  and  the  line  was 
drawn  from  the  mouth  of  the  River 
Umba,    passing  in    a    north-westerly 
direction    along   the   northern    slopes 
of    the    Mount     Kilima    Njaro,    and 
finally  striking  Lake  Victoria  Nyanza 
at  latitude   2°   south.     In   1888   Her 
Majesty's  present  Government  granted 
a  Charter  to  the  Imperial  British  East 
Africa  Company,  following  the  example 
which  had  been  set  them  two  years  be- 
fore by  the  Government  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  opposite,  who  granted 
a  Charter  to  the  Niger  Company  for 
the  development  of  the  Niger  district 
of  Africa,  and  following,  as  to  many  of 
its  clauses,  the  clauses  of  that  Charter 
almost  word  for  word.     In  the  year 
1890  the  British  East  Africa  Company 
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pushed    into    the    interior    and     sent  3.  The    construction   of   roads,  sad  in 

Oaptai  n  Lugard  on  a  m  ission  to  Uganda.  particular  of  railway  connecting  the 

t       i  uha        u        u       u    i  -     z       l  advanced  stations  with  the  coast  and 

In    1890,    after    he    had     arrived    at  permitting  easy  access  to  the  inland 

Uganda,    a    further     agreement     was  waters  and  to  the  upper  reaches  of 

arrived    at    between     Her     Majesty's  streams  and  rivers  which  are  broken  by 

Government  and  the  German  Govern-  nVia*  and  cataracts,  so  as  to  substitute 

.       i  •  i  i   j  Ai      I*  i        -i  economical  and  speedy  means  of  transit 

nient,  which  accepted  the  line  already  for  ^         nt  ^Jw  of  porterage  bC^ 

laid  down,  confirmed  it,  and  delineated  men. 

the  spheres  of  influence   further  west  4.  The  establishment  of  steamboats  0*3 

and  in  other  directions.     In  1890,  Her  the  inland  navigable  waters  and  on  thx« 

Majesty's  Government  also  declared  a  ll*e?'    ^PP01*"1    **u  fortified   port^ 

I     /      ,  T7       «u  j  established  on  the  banks, 

protectorate    over    Zanzibar,    and    in  c   „,,       .  . ..  ,        .    m  .  .         .... 

10m    j.icij.  t   T7       *ui  j  5»  The  establishment  of  telegraphic  line* 

1891  the   Sultan  of  Zanzibar  decreed  assuriiigtliecommumcatioToftte poets 

that  the  Slave  Trade  in  his  dominions  and  stations  with  the  coast  and  with 

should   be   gradually  extinguished.     I  the  administrative  centres, 

quote  those  events  to  show  that  in  1891  &  Organisation  of  expeditions  and  flying 

and  in  1892  we  stand  in  a  very  different  c?Tnl  *?  keep  TC  ^V*^™15?*^ 

...        c  u  ±  j- j    •       100c  of  the  stations  with  each  other  and  with 

position   from   what  we  did  in    1885.  the  coast,  and  to  mbuto  the  seenrity  ot 

We  have  acquired  vast  new  interests  in  the  roadways. 

East    Africa,    and    with     these     new  7.  Restriction  of  the  importation  of  fire- 

interests  we  have  also  taken  upon  our-  arms,  at  least  of  modern  pattern,  and 

selves    new    responsibilities.      In    the  ammunition  throughout  «*«**  «• 

1.1  -£  ,1  .  ,,  -  tent  of  the  territories  infected  by  toe 

meanwhile,  in  iLurope  this  matter  of  Slave  Trade." 

the  internal  Slave  Trade  had  attracted  .     L    *  jli^.       a    •  i 

considerable  attention.    Cardinal  Lavi-  T™  ™the  "*  ***  the  leading  Article 

gerie,   in    a    series  of    very   powerful  of  the  Bnwaels  Act.  It  does  not  appear, 

addresses  delivered   in    Brussels,   had  s?  far  *8  l  have  h*en  able  *>  discover. 

arrested  the  attention  of  philanthropists  «»*   there  has  been  much  ontioisin. 

tothismatter.  He  proposed  that  it  might  ?Tther  in   this  House  or  outside  this 

be  dealt  with  by  the  institution  of  a  House,  ,0'     fche    P°hcy     wh^     Hei 

Volunteer   Army  and  by  the  absolute  Majesty  s  Government  pursued  in  put - 

prevention  of  the  importation  of  arms.  tm?  their  signature  to  that  Act.     Such 

Those  matters  were  submitted  to  Her  ? 8  lt  18' *!      ? ntlclsm  appears  to  be  of  a 

Majesty's  Government;  and  whilst  they  favourable  character.     I  find  that  my 

did  not  consider  that  either  of  those  hon-  Fnend  opposite  (Mr.  Bryce)  last 

two  plans  was  capable  of  adoption,  or  yearreferred  to  it  in  these  terms.    He 

at    all    events    of    execution,    it    was  sa 

chiefly    at     the     instigation     of     Her       "  I  have  listened  with  great  interest  to  the 

Majesty's  Government  and  the  German  remark*  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  (Sir 

Government    that    the   Belgian    King  ^fiEEKK  SStfSAC 

convoked     the     Brussels     Conference,  (the  Brussels  Act)  will  be  carried  through,  and 

which    led    to    the    signature    of    the  the  adhesion  of  the  Foreign  Powers  obtained- 

Brussels  Act  in  1890.     Now,   I   must  1  t^ink  we  must  all  feel  that  there  is  no  matter  to 

ask  the   attention   of  the    Committee  whi{*  *¥  combined  ■£**<»  of  *J  *"■** 

*      ^  c  .     .      iU      ,.     ^    A    ..  ,  ought  to  be  more  earnestly  addressed  than  tie 

for  a  few  moments  to   the   first  Article  suppression  of  the  Slave  Trade,  and  I  an 

of  the  Brussels  Act.     The  first  Article  certain  there  is  no  part  of  the  Government* 

reads  thus  : —  policy  which  will  receive  more  heart?  sat 

"  The  Powers  declare  that  the  most  effoc-  more  unanimous  support." 

tive  means  for  counteracting  the  Slave  Trade  in  r^  t  b  •       t{     atfcitude  of  hon   Gm6e. 
the  interior  of  Africa  are  the  following : —  *  «••*•«*»«»***  uwu.  v»w»«. 

1.  Progressive  organisation  of  the  admin-  men  opposite  and  of  the  country,  we 
istrativc.  judicial,  religious,  and  military  have,  in  laying  this  Vote  on  the  Table. 
sen  ices  in  the  African  territories,  only  carried  out  the  principle  which, 
placed  under  the  sovereignty  or  pro-  in  j  j  th  Brussels  Act,  we  EC- 
tectorate  of  civilized  nations.  S      &m,        ->  .        *  ,  ■  , 

2.  The  gradual  establishment  in  the  in-  cepted.  Iho  Brussels  Act  emphs- 
terior,  by  the  responsible  power  in  each  sises  and  particularises  OUT  policy. 
territory,  of  strongly  occupied  stations  and  not  only  our  policy,  but  the 
in  such  a  way  as  to  make  their  pro-  policy  of  Europe  in  its  method  of 
toctive  or  repressive  action  effectively  h  ,.*  ...  A  0i  m  a  im. 
felt  in  the  territories  devastated  bv  man-  dealing  with  the  Slave  Trade.  The 
hunters.  Brussels  Act  gives  the  imprimatur  of 

Mr.  J.  II'.  Lou  titer 
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the  assent  of  Europe  to  certain 
methods  of  dealing  with  this  trade. 
The  countries  which  have  signed  this 
Act  have  not  only  put  their  hand  to  it, 
but  they  have  undertaken,  by  so  signing, 
new  responsibilities  and  new  duties. 
That  being  so,  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment had  to  consider  in  what 
method  the  Act  is  to  be  carried 
out,  and  hon.  Gentlemen  will  observe 
that  two  alternatives  are  suggested. 
One  is  the  establishment  of  fortified 
posts  at  different  parts  of  Equatorial 
Africa,  and  the  establishment  of 
flying  columns,  starting  from  these  for- 
tified posts,  to  deal  with  the  slave 
traders  as  they  come  down  from  the 
centre  to  the  coast.  The  other  is  that 
specially  laid  down  in  the  third  para- 
graph of  the  first  Article — namely,  the 
construction  of  roads,  and  in  particular 
of  railways.  To  the  former  alternative 
there  are  many  objections.  In  the 
first  place,  if  we  fix  certain  military 
posts,  it  is  quite  possible — nay,  it  is 
easy — for  slave  raiders  and  slave  gangs 
to  avoid  these  posts.  The  radius  which 
can  be  covered  from  these  posts  is  only 
of  a  limited  character,  and  as  soon  as 
it  is  known  what  the  radius  is,  the 
slave  raiders  will  get  the  length  of  the 
radius,  and  they  will  avoid  them .  Again , 
the  establishment  of  military  posts  is 
a  matter  which  would  involve  enormous 
cost  to  this  country,  and  further  the 
establishment  of  posts  of  a  military 
character  would  be  very  likely  to  tend 
to  the  irritation  of  the  populations 
amongst  whom  those  posts  were  estab- 
lished. Further,  the  benefits  to  be 
derived  from  the  establishment  of  such 
posts  would  be  only  of  a  transitory 
character,  because  the  probability 
would  be  that  the  moment  the  military 
posts  were  withdrawn  the  slave  raiding 
would  recommence  and  continue  as 
hitherto.  In  favour  of  the  latter  course — 
namely,  of  opening  up  the  country  by 
means  of  a  railway  from  the  coast  to 
Lake  Victoria  Nyanza — there  are 
certain  considerations  to  be  looked 
at.  In  the  first  place  it  is  a  peace- 
ful method  of  dealing  with  the 
difficulty.  If  the  railway  is  a  success 
the  benefits  of  it  will  be  of  a  lasting 
and  not  of  a  temporary  character.  The 
locomotive,  in  fact,  by  means  of  com- 
petition, will  kill  both  the  caravan  and 
the  kidnapper.     I  think  I  have  already, 
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at  an  earlier  stage,  sufficiently  explained 
how  it  is  that  the  Slave  Trade  exists. 
It  meets  a  natural  demand,  the  demand 
for  porterage.  The  cost  of  porterage  to 
the  interior  of  Africa,  to  Uganda,  and 
the  coasts  of  the  Lake  Victoria  Nyanza 
is  enormous.  I  believe  it  is  reckoned 
about  £300  a  ton.  It  is  impossible  to 
obtain  animals  to  carry  the  burdens, 
because  they  are  killed  by  the  tsetse  fly. 
By  means  of  a  railway  we  should  find 
ourselves  able  to  substitute  the  locomo- 
tive in  the  place  of  the  caravan  and 
the  kidnapper.  Whilst,  on  the  one 
hand,  we  should  open  up  the  interior 
of  the  country  to  our  own  commerce, 
on  the  other  hand,  by  the  very  com- 
petition of  the  railway,  we  produce  a 
means  which  must  kill — must  effectually 
kill — any  further  continuance  of  the 
slave  traffic,  slave  raiding,  and  slave 
porterage.  The  slave  routes  lie  chiefly 
from  the  east  side  of  the  Lake  Victoria 
Nyanza  down  to  the  coast  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Mombasa  and  north- 
ward, and  also  from  the  north-west  of 
the  Lake  Victoria  Nyanza  down 
the  western  side  of  the  lake 
to  the  southern  portion.  Now, 
if  a  railway  is  built  going  from  Mombasa 
to  the  Lake  Victoria  Nyanza  you  tap  at 
once  the  former  of  these  two  localities, 
and  at  the  same  time  enabling  our- 
selves, at  a  comparatively  moderate 
cost,  to  place  steamers  upon  the  Lake 
Victoria  Nyanza — a  lake,  by  the  way, 
which  ought  rather  to  be  called  a  sea, 
because  it  is  in  acreage,  I  believe,  as 
large  as  Scotland — and  these  steamers, 
by  trading  round  the  lake  and  thus 
killing  the  slave  porterage  by  their 
competition,  would  bring  the  commerce 
down  not  only  from  the  district  between 
the  lake  and  the  coast,  but  also  from 
the  district  immediately  round  the 
Lake  Victoria  Nyanza  and  to  the  west 
and  north  of  it.  I  do  not  know  that 
I  need  refer  at  any  great  length  to  the 
characteristics  of  Uganda.  Many 
travellers  have  explored  the  country, 
and  we  have  the  record  of  their  travels. 
Uganda  has  been  called  "the  pearl  of 
Africa."  It  is  the  only  Christian  com- 
munity in  Central  Africa.  The  King 
is  a  Christian  King.  It  is  surrounded 
by  a  large  Mahomedan  population.  We 
have  many  missionary  establishments 
situated  in  Uganda.  The  people  of 
Uganda  are  described  as  a  fine  race  of 
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men  ready  to  work,  and  in  Uganda  traces 
of  -former  civilisation  have  been  dis- 
covered, which  may  possibly  again 
bring  forth  good  fruit  if  opportunity  is 
offered  to  open  up  the  country.  The 
question  then  resolves  itself  into  this  : 
Are  we  prepared  to  go  on  with  the  tradi- 
tional policy  of  this  country,  or  are 
we  prepared  to  reverse  it  ?  Are  we 
content  to  sign  a  document  like  the 
Brussels  Act,  which  reads  very  well 
and  for  which  we  obtained  considerable 
credit,  and  are  we  not  prepared  to 
follow  it  up?  The  Governments  of 
other  countries  have  already  taken 
steps  in  the  direction  in  which  Her 
Majesty's  Government  now  ask  the 
House  to  proceed.  The  Government 
of  Belgium  contributes  no  less  than 
£80,000  a-year  towards  the  administra- 
tion of  the  Congo  State. 
--^Mr.  LABOUCHERE  :  The  King  of 
the  Belgians. 

Mr.  J.  W.  LOWTHER :  Well,  the 
King  contributes  no  less  than  £80,000. 
The  German  Imperial  Government 
have  spent  large  sums  in  developing 
that  portion  of  their  sphere  of  influence, 
and  hitherto  Great  Britain  has  done 
nothing.  That  being  the  case,  last 
summer  Her  Majesty's  Government 
and  the  Imperial  British  East  Africa 
Company  entered  into  communications 
with  reference  to  the  making  of  a  rail- 
way from  Mombasa  to  the  Victoria 
Nyanza.  Proposals  were  made  that 
Her  Majesty's  Government  should 
grant  a  subsidy  ;  that  they  should  give 
a  guarantee  for  the  railway.  The  com- 
munications proceeded  for  some  little 
time,  but  eventually  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  thought  it  was  better  to 
proceed  with  great  caution,  and  that  it 
would  be  better  to  have  a  survey — 
an  ample  and  full  survey — made  of  the 
district  that  it  was  intended  the  rail- 
way should  go  through.  A  Vote,  there- 
fore, was  placed  on  the  Paper  at  the 
end  of  last  Session ;  but,  as  the  Com- 
mittee will  no  doubt  remember,  a  pledge 
was  given  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  then  Leader  of  the  House  that  no 
contentious  measures  should  be  taken 
after  a  certain  date,  but  as  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Derby 
held  that  this  was  a  contentious 
measure,  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment withdrew  it.  At  the  same 
time  the  then  Leader  of    the   House 
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said     that     the     Government     would 
bring  it  before  the  House  at  the  earliest 
opportunity  this  Session.    In  the  mean- 
while, Her  Majesty's  Government,  in_j 
order  that  the  valuable  winter  month 
should  not  be  lost  during  which  th 
work  in  the  lower   regions   near   tht=== 
coast  could   be    carried    on,  an*angewl 
with  the  British  East  Africa  Compan-^ 
that  a  survey  should  be  at  once  coirf 
menced.     Her  Majesty's  Governmenk  < 
appointed,  as  the  Papers  will  show,  tw  o 
surveyors,  who    are   now  engaged  i  n 
that  task.     The  British    East    Africa 
Company  undertook    to    pay  the  ex- 
penses.    Her   Majesty's    Government 
at  the  same  time  undertook  that  they 
would   bring  this    Vote     before    the 
House  at  the  earliest  opportunity,  and 
use  their  best  endeavours  to  get  the 
House  to  accept  it.    The  survey  has 
proceeded.      It   has   already  covered, 
from  the  last  reports  we  have  had,  150 
miles.     It  has  reached  a  place  called 
Tsavo.     Out  of  the  150  miles  between 
the  coast  and  Tsavo,  along  the  Teita 
route,  it  appears  that  only  15  are  of  a 
difficult  character.     The  rest  are  com- 
paratively easy.     No  doubt  there  are 
difficulties  in  the  way.  There  is  one  part 
of  the  territory  which  goes  by  the  name 
of  the  Mau  Escarpment,  which  is  near 
the  lake,  in  which  there  will  be  consider- 
able difficulty.     There  is,  prima  facie, 
no  reason  to  suppose  that  the  railway 
cannot  be  carried  the  whole  distance. 
At  all  events,  I  think  it  will  be  recog- 
nised that  Her  Majesty's  Government 
have     proceeded       tentatively      and 
cautiously  in  this  matter;  and  when 
the  survey  is  complete,  and  when  the 
report    of   the    survey    reaches    this 
country,   Her    Majesty's    Government 
and  the  public  will  then  be  in  a  better 
position  to  ascertain  whether  the  rail- 
way can    be   completed    and    carried 
through,    and,    if    so,    at    what   cost 
this  work   can   be  carried   out.     Tie 
question    lies    in    a     nutshell.     We 
stand   at    the   parting   of    the   ways. 
If  we  do  nothing  now  we  go  backwards, 
because  it  is  perfectly  obvious  that  in 
consequence  of  the  great  cost  of  main- 
taining Captain  Lugard  and  those  who 
are  with  him  in  Uganda,  it  is  impossible 
for  the  British  East  Africa  Company 
or  any  Company,  or  for  Her  Majesty's 
Government,  to  keep  Captain  Lugard 
there.     He   would  therefore  be  with- 
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-drawn.  If  he  were  withdrawn  it 
requires  no  great  amount  of  prophecy 
to  see  that  the  Mahommedans  and 
those  who  are  on  the  outskirts  of  this 
Christian  community  of  Uganda  will  at 
once  attack  it.  The  missionaries 
who  are  now  settled  in  Uganda  will 
probably  be  the  first  to  be  sacrificed.  At 
all  events  it  will  give  a  spurt 
io  the  Slave  Trade  which  the  estab- 
lishment at  Uganda  is  already,  in 
some  measure,  stopping.  It  will 
give  a  fresh  spurt  to  the  trade  which  it 
will  be  very  difficult — nay  impossible — to 
put  an  end  to  by  simply  dealing  with 
it  on  the  coast.  If  we  desire  to  go 
forward  in  what  I  have  called  the 
traditional  policy  of  this  country  the 
way  is  clear  before  us.  The  means 
have  been  pointed  out  by  the  unanimous 
voice  of  Europe,  as  expressed  in  the 
Brussels  Act.  The  cost,  compared  with 
the  vast  cost  we  have  been  put  to  in 
maintaining  ships  off  the  East  Coast 
of  Africa,  is  comparatively  cheap. 
And,  by  adopting  the  alternative 
which  Her  Majesty's  Government 
propose,  we  shall  show  that  our 
vaunted  philanthropy  is  not  a  sham, 
and  that  our  professions  of  humani- 
tarianism  are  not  the  merest  hypocrisy. 
*(9.27.)  Mr.  BUCHANAN  (Edin- 
burgh, W.) :  Mr.  Courtney,  I  rise  to 
say  a  few  words  on  this  which  I  con- 
sider a  most  important  Vote,  and  one 
which,  if  agreed  to,  will  carry  very  im- 
portant consequences  indeed.  1  have 
generally  been  a  supporter  of  the  policy 
of  Her  Majesty's  Government  in  regard 
to  East  Africa ;  but  I  have  always 
understood  that  there  were  two  prin- 
ciples laid  down  by  the  Government 
with  regard  to  which  I  have  always 
been  in  agreement  with  them.  They 
are  that  this  country  cannot  take  part 
in  any  armed  interference  in  those 
countries  which  are  brought  within 
her  sphere  of  influence  ;  and,  secondly, 
that  they  would  not  attempt  to  develop 
and  open  up  these  countries  by  expen- 
diture from  the  British  Exchequer. 
Suggestions  have  been  made  in  both 
these  directions  during  the  negociations 
during  the  last  five  years  with  respect 
to  Nyassaland  and  other  parts  of  Africa. 
The  Government,  so  far  as  I  know, 
absolutely  negatived  proposals  placed 
before  them  in  ei  her  direction,  and  I  en- 
tirely agree  with  them.  To-night  we  have 


had  a  most  important  statement  by  the 
Under  Secretary  for  Foreign  Affairs  in 
explanation  of  this  Vote.  I  think,  if  I 
may  say  so,  that  the  first  part  of  his 
speech  was  devoted  to  showing  that  the 
policy  which  Her  Majesty's  Government 
had  adopted  in  this  Vote  is  merely  a 
continuation  of  their  previous  policy ,  and 
the  policy  of  past  Governments.  But 
towards  the  conclusion  of  his  speech  he 
stated  what  appeared  to  me  to  be  a 
much  more  accurate  description  of 
the  policy  now  being  pursued,  when  he 
described  the  introduction  and  passing 
of  this  Vote  as  a  "  parting  of  the  ways." 
He  assumed  completely  the  responsi- 
bility of  Her  Majesty's  Government  in 
this  matter,  and  did  not  attempt  to  lay 
it  on  the  East  Africa  Company ;  and, 
probably,  never  was  so  important  a 
departure  submitted  to  the  judgment 
of  the  House,  without  any  such 
adequate  information  as  would  enable 
hon.  Members  of  the  House  to  judge 
of  it  being  afforded.  I  think  we  are 
entitled  to  ask  for  more  details  for 
the  proper  consideration  of  the  ques- 
tion. At  first  we  were  asked  not  to 
look  upon  the  Company  as  a  purely 
commercial  body ;  but  it  really  stands 
in  the  same  position  as  other  Chartered 
Companies  in  Africa,  and  exactly  in  the 
same  position  as  the  Chartered  Com- 
pany in  Borneo  ;  substantially  all  the 
chartered  companies  are  identical.  The 
question  then  arises,  was  this  Company 
specially  charged  with  the  repres- 
sion of  the  Slave  Trade?  Like  the  other 
companies  it  has  to  discourage  to  the 
best  of  its  power,  and  as  far  as  practic- 
able abolish  by  degrees,  any  system  of 
slavery  or  domestic  servitude  that  exists. 
The  clause  dealing  with  this  says  that 
the  Company  "  shall  to  the  best  of 
its  power  discourage,  and  so  far  as  prac- 
ticable abolish  slavery ; "  but  that  is 
practically  the  same  clause  as  appears 
in  other  Charters.  I  am  not  one  of 
those  who  object  to  giving  these 
Charters ;  I  never  attempted  to  describe 
the  work  of  Chartered  Companies  as 
"filibustering  by  proxy,"  to  quote  a 
phrase  once  used  by  a  Member  of  the 
Government.  An  attack  on  the  Borneo 
Company  with  regard  to  this  very 
clause  was  led  by  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  and  supported  by  the  speech 
and  vote  of  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  ;  yet  here  is  the  East  Africa 
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Company  with  a  similar  clause,  cer- 
tainly not  stronger,  but  possibly  some- 
what weaker  in  regard  to  its  application, 
and,  therefore,  I  think  we  may  take  it 
that  this  Company  is  in  no  wTay  specially 
charged  with  duties  in  regard  to  the 
repression  of  the  Slave  Trade.  If  it  be  al- 
leged that  that  object  wTould  be  specially 
served  by  the  construction  of  a  rail- 
way through  this  district,  the  reply 
must  be  that  there  is  really  and 
absolutely  no  information  to  support 
that  view.  One  hon.  Member  said  that 
there  were  several  slave  routes  through 
this  district ;  but  so  far  as  our  informa- 
tion goes  there  is  really  nothing  to  bear 
out  that  statement.  I  believe  the  con- 
dition of  things  is  all  the  other  way, 
and  that  the  slave  routes,  instead  of 
going  through  the  district  of  the 
railway  goes  to  the  south  of  it.  There 
is  absolutely  no  slave  traffic  from 
Nyanza  to  Mombasa.  Mr.  Jackson, 
who  was  a  surveyor  to  the  British  East 
Africa  Company,  read  a  paper  at  the 
Royal  Geographical  Society — and  he 
was  followed  by  a  missionary  from 
Uganda — and  he  stated  that  the  slave 
routes  and  trade  routes  ran  all  through 
the  German  territory  round  the 
southern  side  of  Kilima-Njaro.  He  also 
said  that  it  was  a  good  route  for  a 
railway ;  but  that  a  railway  was  im- 
possible because  it  was  through  Ger- 
man territory.  But  this  is  quite  a 
case  in  which  we  are  absolutely  devoid 
of  information.  With  regard  to  the 
first  article  of  the  Brussels  Conference 
I  think  the  hon.  Gentleman  stretches 
it  to  its  utmost  limits.  If  every- 
thing in  that  first  article  could  be 
carried  out  Africa  would  be  civilised, 
and  the  Slave  Trade  would  be  done 
entirely  away  with.  But  what  I  say  is 
that  it  has  not  yet  been  shown  that  the 
first  work  obligatory  upon  this  country' 
is  the  construction  of  this  railway ; 
nor  has  it  been  shown  that  the  alterna- 
tive, as  the  hon.  Member  put  it,  which 
we  are  to  adopt  was  the  construction 
of  military  posts  or  the  construction  of  a 
railway.  In  fact,  if  we  build  the  rail- 
way we  must  be  prepared  to  protect 
it.  As  I  understand,  the  country 
is  one  which  presents  great  physical 
difficulties,  and  that  it  is  depopulated 
by  some  of  the  most  savage  people  of 
Africa.  I  got  a  letter  only  yesterday 
upon  the  subject  from  an  engineer  who 
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was  in  favour  of  these  railways;  but 
he  said  at  the  same  time  the  Govern- 
ment must  be  prepared  to  fortify  then- 
railway,  which  might  be  done 

"  by  making  the  stations  fortresses,  and  that 
the  signal  boxes  should  be  constructed  on  the 
model  of  the  Martello  towers  with  guns  raking  _ 
the  railway  up  and  down." 

Another  argument  that  is  used  is  thes 
commercial    argument.     We    are,    ofc 
course,  all   anxious  for  new  markets 
for    British   goods.      Uganda    is    thss 
most   prosperous  part  of  the  district, 
but   the   trade  routes  with  rich  anc3 
prosperous    Uganda   are   not    in    the 
direction    of    this    railway,    but    are 
either    northward    througn   the    Nile 
or    southward   through    the   territory 
which  is  now  under  the  German  sphere 
of  influence.    The  Government  has  laid 
no  information  upon  this  subject  before 
us.    We  should  have  Captain  Lugard's 
Report  on  Uganda  before  us  so  that 
we  might  actually  test  the  value  not 
only  of  the  commercial  aspect  of  the 
question,   and  as  to  the  Slave  Trade 
aspect,  but  also  the  important  political 
aspect.  The  Government  are  endeavour- 
ing to  take  possession  of  the  territory 
of  Uganda  and  to  commit  the  British 
Exchequer  to  a  large  expenditure  of 
money  for  the  construction  of  a  rail- 
way from  the  coast  up  to  Uganda,  in 
order  to  hold  permanently  the  political 
position  of  that  country.   But  the  ques- 
tion of  holding  Uganda  must  be  de- 
cided long  before  the  four  or  five  years 
in  which  the  railway  could  be  con- 
structed. The  Committee  ought  therefore 
to  have   information  to  enable  it  to 
judge — first,  in  reference  to  the  Slave 
Trade,  whether   the  new  policy  and 
the  construction  of  this  railway  would 
really  diminish  it  to  any  appreciable 
extent ;  next,  whether  the  Government 
intend,  if  this  Vote  passes,  or  when  the 
railway   is  constructed,    to  withdraw 
the  cruisers  that  watch  the  slavers  on 
the  East  Coast  of   Africa.     Further, 
we    should    have    a    clear   statement 
as    to    what    the    Government,   and 
the  Government  that  succeeds  it,  are 
really    committed    to    by    this    Vote. 
Substantially  the    Chancellor    of  the 
Exchequer  gave  us  more   or  less  an 
answer,  through  a  question  put  last  week, 
that  we  were  only  committed  to  a  pre- 
liminary survey  ;  but  I  think  we  should 
get  a  very  clear  statement,  as  that  one 
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is  rather  divergent  from  the  statement 
fcy  Lord  Salisbury  in  the  Blue  Book, 
^rhieh  states  that  the  money  asked  for 
*and  now  to  be  granted,  was  not  for  the 
survey  merely,  but  for  the  construction 
of  the  railway. 
♦(9.50.)  Mb.  GEORGE  WYND- 
HAM  (Dover) :  The  hon.  Gentleman 
who  has  just  concluded  his  speech  is. 
quite  correct  in  saying  that  we  are 
now  at  the  parting  of  the  ways.  That 
opinion's  held  upon  both  sides  of  the 
House ;  and,  that  being  so,  it  is 
surely  a  matter  of  curiosity  that  hon. 
Members  sitting  upon  this  side 
should  be  still  in  the  dark  as  to 
whether  we  are  to  be  accompanied  in 
the  way  we  propose  to  follow,  or 
whether  we  are  to  be  allowed  to  pursue 
it  alone.  It  is  quite  true  that  last 
July  a  most  bellicose  attitude  was 
assumed  towards  this  proposal  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Derby.  He  described  it  as 
matter  in  the  highest  degree 
contentious  in  its  nature;  but  if 
the  hon.  Member  who  has  just  sat 
down  may  be  taken  as  expressing  the 
views  upon  that  side  of  the  House,  it 
would  appear  that,  abandoning  the  atti- 
tude of  absolute  hostility,  they  have 
adopted  one  that  may  be  called  the  atti- 
tude of  qualified  assent  or  qualified 
dissent,  and  that  they  hope  to  shunt  this 
question  from  the  position  which  it  now 
holds  in  the  mind  of  the  people,  so  that, 
in  the  event  of  obtaining  office,  they  may 
be  able  to  snap  their  fingers  at  the 
obligations  which  we  believe  this 
country  is  under  in  regard  to 
the  Slave  Trade.  The  last  speaker 
said  that  he  hoped,  whatever  the 
result,  neither  this  Government  nor  its 
successor  would  be  absolutely  com- 
mitted to  the  policy  of  combating  the 
Slave  Trade. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN :  I  said  nothing 
of  the  sort ;  I  said  that  neither  this 
Parliament  nor  its  successor  would  be 
committed  to  the  policy  of  constructing 
this  railway. 

Mr.IW YNDHAM :  Then  are  we  now 
to  understand  that  hon.  Members 
opposite  do  acknowledge  that  a 
new  and  fresh  responsibility  and  a 
heavy  obligation  has  been  laid  upon 
the  Government  in  consequence  of  the 
train  of  events,  beginning  with  the 
Despatch  of  Lord  Granville  in  May, 


1885,  and  culminating  in  what  was 
practically  the  ratification  of  the  Act 
of  the  Brussels  Treaty  which  was  an- 
nounced at  the  beginning  of  the  Session? 
If  these  obligations  are  admitted,  then 
this  country  is  in  a  very  different  position 
to  any  we  have  hitherto  occupied. 
If  it  were  true  that  that  Conference  at 
Brussels,  in  which,  for  the  first  time, 
Mahomedan  Powers  joined  hands  with 
European  Powers,  undertook  obliga- 
tions towards  the  Slave  Trade,  then 
surely  we  should  stand  for  ever  in  the 
pillory  as  the  most  Picksniffian  of  poli- 
tical hypocrites,  if  we  were  to  dis- 
regard all  that  has  taken  place,  and 
proceed  exactly  as  we  have  hitherto 
proceeded.  If  the  Brussels  Act  has 
any  meaning,  new  obligations  have 
been  imposed,  and  it  is  our  duty  to 
take  some  action  in  the  British  sphere 
of  influence  now  occupied  by  the 
British  Imperial  East  Africa  Company, 
The  hon.  Member  who  last  spoke 
drew  a  comparison  between  that  Com- 
pany and  others,  and  said  that  they 
practically  stood  upon  all-fours,  and 
that  if  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  assist  or  countenance  the  East 
Africa  Company  in  combating  the 
Slave  Trade,  it  might  equally  be  their 
duty  to  assist  and  countenance  by 
grant  the  South  African  Company,  and, 
I  suppose,  also  the  Niger  Company. 
The  hon.  Member  said  the  obligation 
could  be  no  greater.  But  surely  the 
obligation  to  fight  was  greater  in  face 
of  the  enemy  than  where  no  enemy  was 
apparent.  I  think  it  can  hardly  be 
controverted  that  the  Slave  Trade 
exists  in  East  Africa  in  a  greater 
degree  than  in  any  other  district  over 
which  Great  Britain  is  paramount.  In 
South  Africa  a  large  white  population 
renders  exceptional  measures  less 
obligatory.  In  West  Africa  the  sea- 
borne traffic  is  extinct.  In  East  Africa 
Great  Britain  is  paramount,  and 
apparently  it  is  the  only  place  in 
which  she  can  fulfil  the  new 
obligations  placed  upon  her  by  the 
Berlin  Conference.  It  is  in  this  part 
of  the  country  that  the  Govern- 
ment must  act,  and  the  reason  for  our 
acting  is  further  enforced  by  the  fact 
that  if  we  do  not  act  nobody  else 
can.  There  Great  Britain  is  supreme, 
and  there,  apparently,  we  can  alone 
carry  out  our  obligations.    Last  flea. 
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sion  questions  were  addressed  to  the 
Under  Secretary  for  Foreign  Affairs  in 
order  that  a  clear  distinction  might  be 
arrived  at  between  a  sphere  of 
influence  and  a  Protectorate.  But. 
setting  on  one  side  the  fact  that  over  a 
strip  of  10  miles  we  hold  a  Protectorate, 
it  is  improbable  that  the  electors  of 
this  country,  or  the  taxpayers  of  other 
countries  who  have  followed  our  lead, 
will  seize  a  distinction  which  hon. 
Members  opposite  found  difficult  to 
seize,  and  it  is  inevitable  that  the  Ger- 
mans, who  paid  large  sums  of  money 
to  do  their  duty,  will  not  hold  this 
country  quit  of  its  obligations  if  we 
endeavour  to  ride  off  on  so  shallow  a 
plea.  It  is  in  East  Africa  or  nowhere 
this  Government  must  act ;  and  the 
reason  for  acting  is  further  enforced 
by  reason  of  the  fact  that  if  we  do  not 
act  nobody  else  can.  We  have  assumed 
responsibilities  for  the  whole  of  that 
territory*,  and  neither  Germany,  nor 
Italy,  nor  any  other  Power  can  make 
good  our  laches  in  this  matter.  The 
Germans  have  expended  large  sums  of 
money  to  aid  their  Company  north  of 
the  Juba  River ;  the  Italians  are  assisting 
the  Royal  Italian  Company ;  and, 
therefore,  we  are  between  two  countries 
that  are  assisting  their  companies,  and 
our  territory,  if  we  neglect  our  obliga- 
tions, will  become  a  sort  of  cesspool, 
if  I  may  say  so,  for  all  the  refuse 
that  is  cleared  off  the  surrounding 
territories.  We  have  also  to  consider 
that  in  this  part  of  Africa  the  Slave 
Trade  is  at  its  worst ;  in  one  of 
the  letters  addressed  to  the  Foreign 
Office  and  the  Treasury,  it  is  stated  that 
the  seaboard,  to  which  the  Italian, 
British,  and  German  spheres  of  influence 
extend,  is  practically  now  the  only 
outlet  for  slavery,  and  that  in  the 
interior  is  the  source  from  which  that 
evil  springs.  If  we  have  a  duty  to  do 
we  must  do  it  there.  It  is  really  a 
curious  fact  that  we  are  not  aware 
whether  the  regular  Opposition  in  this 
House  accept  that  obligation  or  re- 
pudiate it.  If  they  accept  it — I  will 
proceed  on  that  hypothesis — it  is  for 
them  now  to  decide  what  instrument 
or  method  should  be  adopted  by  this 
Government,  along  with  other  Govern- 
ments, in  order  to  give  effect  to  the 
policy  initiated  by  LordGranville.carried 
'on-by  Lord  Salisbury,  and  now,  it  seems, 
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assented  to  by  the  Opposition  in  this 
House.  It  is  not  necessary  for  me  to 
point  out  that  the  alternative  is 
really  between  the  construction  of 
a  railway  and  the  employment 
of  a  military  post  and  flying  columns. 
The  hon.  Member  who  has  last 
spoken,  drew  a  gloomy  picture  of  this 
part  of  Africa,  and  stated  that  the 
difficulty  of  constructing  a  railway 
there  would  be  very  great ;  but  a  study 
of  the  map  does  not  endorse  th&t  view. 
I  have  studied  the  map,  and  made  my- 
self acquainted  with  the  views  of  those 
who  have  been  in  that  country ;  and 
they  tell  me  that  the  the  first  150 
miles  is  a  fair  sample  of  the  first 
360  miles  ;  and  that  out  of  the 
first  150  miles  only  15  miles  present 
any  engineering  difficulties.  A  rail- 
way will  be  more  cheap  and  peaceful 
than  any  military  occupation  of  the 
country ;  and,  naturally,  this  House 
should  pause  before  it  contemplates 
placing  soldiers  in  East  Africa,  because 
they  must  be  black  soldiers,  and  it 
may  be  considered  a  somewhat  doubt- 
ful blessing  for  that  land  to  place 
such  a  body  of  men  upon  it.  A 
railway,  therefore,  as  I  have  pointed 
out,  would  not  only  combat  the  Slave 
Trade  more  effectually  than  any  occupa- 
tion of  the  country  at  the  present  time, 
but  it  would  also  give  some  promise  of 
a  final  cure  of  this  evil.  Having  taken 
the  trouble  to  visit  the  offices  of  this 
Company,  I  have  been  informed  that 
according  to  their  calculation  they 
would  be  able  to  convey  a  ton  of 
goods  for  a  maximum  rate  of  £3 
by  railway,  and  that  the  same  quan- 
tity now  costs  £300  as  carried  by 
porters.  No  caravan  could  compete 
on  these  terms;  and  human  porters 
could  no  longer  be  used  in  order  to 
encourage  the  Slave  Trade.  The  Slave 
Trade  could  no  more  exist  under  these 
circumstances  than  could  piracy  when 
letters  of  marque  ceased  to  be  given  to 
legitimate  privateers  on  the  cessation 
of  war.  It  appears  to  me  that 
no  question  of  employing  or  not 
employing  this  Company  need  be  con- 
sidered by  the  House.  If  it  is  our  duty 
to  cany  out  the  provisions  of  the  Brussels 
Conference,  and  if  the  construction  of  a 
railway  after  this  survey  should  prove 
to  be  the  best  method  of  carrying  out 
those  provisions,  then  I  say  we  should 
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not  hesitate  to  combat  the  Slave  Trade 
by  making    a   railway    through    this 
territory.       The      Party     represented 
by  hon.   and    right    hon.   Gentlemen 
opposite  are  extremely  fond  of  posing 
as  more  strenuous  friends  of  humanity 
than  the  Party  to  which  I  belong  on 
this  side  of  the  House.     I  hold  in  my 
hand  a  document  entitled  "  Twenty-five 
Seasons    for   Supporting  the    Liberal 
Party,"  and   in  the  very  front  of  this 
document     I   see   it   stated   that  this 
country  is  to  support  the  Liberal  Party 
11  because  they  abolished  negro  labour 
in  the  British  dominions."     Surely  they 
could  appeal  to  the  country  on  more 
practical  and  less  antiquated  grounds 
if  they  were  to  say  they  were  prepared 
to  support  the  policy  which  affords  the 
only  chance    of  combating  the   Slave 
Trade  where  it  is  worst,  where  it  can 
be    most    easily     suppressed    by    the 
measure  before  the  House,  and  where 
we  are  most  directly  responsible  for  its 
suppression.     I  say  the  measure  before 
the  House,  because,  although  we  are 
only  called  upon  to  sanction  a  survey, 
I  hope,  in  common,  I  believe,  with  many 
who  support  the  Government,  that  in 
the  event  of  a  survey  proving  a  railway 
to    be    practicable     and    effective     a 
railway     will     be     begun     and     com- 
pleted.     Everybody    must    remember 
that   it   was  the   Government   of   the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Midlothian  who  sent  out  some  10,000 
or  12,000  Englishmen  in  order  to  con- 
struct    a     railway    from     Suakin     to 
Berber,    and    after    they  constructed 
40   miles    of    the    line    abandoned   it 
to  the  tribes  inhabiting  that  district. 
Now,  I  believe  it  is  less  extravagant  to 
complete   a    railway,   if    money   were 
spent  on  the  survey,  than  to  construct 
40  miles  of  it  and  then  leave  the  work 
as  a  monument  of  irresolution.     If  this 
duty  of  taking  new  measures  to  combat 
the  Slave  Trade  is  laid  upon  us,  and  if 
this  railway  is  the  best  instrument  for 
discharging  it,  we  have  only  to  consider 
what   agent  we  shall  employ.     Many 
hon.  Gentlemen  object  to  employing  a 
company    under     any    circumstances. 
They  object  to  setting-up  such  a  prece- 
dent.    But,  in  the  first  place,  there  is 
no  probability  that  a  precedent  will  be 
set.     Survey  the  map  of  the  world,  and 
nowhere  else  will  you  find  a  spot  in 
which  slavery  is  rife,  in  which  we  are 


responsible,  in  which  a  railway  is  the 
obvious  weapon  for  combating  slavery,, 
and  in  which  a  company  is  prepared  ta 
construct  that   railway.     But,  in  the 
second  place,  should  such  a  combina- 
tion  again  occur,   then  I    trust    that 
by    our    action    to-day  we    shall  set 
a    precedent,    and    that    that    prece- 
dent   will    be    followed.      From    the 
remarks  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  who- 
has  last  spoken,  it  would  seem  that  he 
can  only  view  this  question  of  obliga- 
tion with  reference  to  the  commercial 
prospect  of  the  undertaking.     Surely 
when    we    bind    ourselves    to    com- 
bat   slavery   we    cannot    do    so    only 
when  we  get  a  chance  of  realising  & 
good  dividend  upon  our  investment.     If 
that  be  the  view  of  hon.   Gentlemen 
opposite,   they  should  have  taken  ex- 
ception    to    the    method    laid    down 
in    the    Brussels     Act   when     it    was 
first   mooted;     surely    the    argument 
based  upon  the  effect  this  undertaking 
may  have  upon  the  prospects  of  com- 
merce ought  not  to  weigh  with  us  in 
this  matter,  whether  we  hold  that  it 
will  pay,  or  fail  to  pay,  interest  on  our 
money.     I  say  pay  or  fail  to  pay,  for 
whereas  some  seem  to  fear  that  money 
will  be  lost,  others  are  alarmed  at  the 
idea  that  the  Company  will  profit.  But, 
if  it  does,  who  will  be    a  penny  the 
worse?    Assuming,    for    the    sake   of 
argument,  that  British  commerce  is  an 
evil  to  native  populations — but  only  for 
the  sake  of  argument,  for  from  Captain 
Lugard's  Report  it  is  clear  that   trade 
as    conducted  by    this    Company    can 
only  prove  beneficial — still,   assuming 
Christian  commerce  to  be  an  evil,  is  it. 
the  only  one  which  disturbs  the  Golden 
Age    existing    in    the   imagination  of 
some  persons  around  the  shores  of  the 
Equatorial     Lakes  ?    No,   Sir  ;   these 
remnants  of  the  Saturnian  reign   are 
disturbed  not   only  by    the  Christian 
trader,  but  by  the  Mahomedan  slave- 
driver  ;  and,  admitting  both  to  be  evils, 
the  second  must  be  held  to  be  by  far  the 
graver  of  the  two.    The  presence  of 
Christian  commerce  there  would  only 
be  an  evil  as  vaccination  is  an  evil ; 
preventing    a    more    virulent  disease. 
But,  turning  from  the   point  of  view 
of  the  natives  to  that  of  the  electors  of 
this    country,   the     proposal     of     the 
Government  is  no  evil  at  all.    Those 
who  returned  us  to  power  are  in  favour 
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of  the  African  policy  which  has  been 
so  successfully  administered  by  Lord 
Salisbury ;  and  my  recent  experience, 
in  the  constituencies  that  hon.  Mem- 
bers opposite  are  apt  to  quote  as 
types  and  models  for  all  constituen- 
cies, has  led  me  to  believe  that  even 
the  electors  that  returned  them  to 
power  are  not  averse  to  a  forward 
policy  in  Africa.  This  was  shown  down 
at  Bossendale.  I  hold  in  my  hand  a 
bill  which  was  widely  distributed  there, 
asking  the  electors  to 

"Vote  for  Maden,  because  the  Unionist 
Government,  by  its  default,  has  allowed  France 
to  outstrip  us  in  the  race  on  the  West  Coast 
of  Africa." 

In  Bossendale  the  electors  were  asked 
to  vote  against  the  Government  candi- 
date, because  France  had  been  allowed 
to  outstrip  us  on  the  West  Coast  of 
Africa ;  it  is,  therefore,  from  the  Op- 
position point  of  view,  their  interests 
to  see  that  we  are  not  outstripped 
in  the  East  of  Africa.  The  policy  of 
non-extension  originated  in  a  Resolu- 
tion of  this  House,  passed  in  1865, 
I  believe  when  Lord  John  Russell 
was  Secretary  for  Foreign  Affairs ; 
and  it  was  laid  down  then  that  this 
policy  of  non -extension  admitted  of 
no  exception  as  regards  new  settlements, 
but  cannot  amount  to  absolute  prohibi- 
tion of  measures  which  in  peculiar 
cases  it  may  be  necessary  that  the 
settlement  should  possess.  Is  that  the 
present  policy  of  the  Liberal  Party  ?  If 
we  knew  that  it  is  their  policy  then  we 
should  know  where  we  are.  I  should 
be  very  glad  to  hear  in  the  course  of 
this  evening  whether  they  do  advise  us 
that  we  should  avoid  all  risk  and  re- 
sponsibility. If  that  is  their  advice, 
it  is  one  which  it  will  be  very  diffi- 
cult to  follow  or  attend  to  in  this 
country,  for  risk  must  be  incurred 
by  this  Empire  until  the  last  trace  of 
our  enterprise  has  disappeared,  and 
from  responsibility  in  connection  with 
slavery  we  cannot  hope  for  release 
until  the  last  spark  of  compassion  has 
been  extinguished  in  the  breast  of  the 
last  Englishman. 

(10.20.)  Mr.  BRYCE  (Aberdeen, 
S.) :  The  statement  of  the  Under 
Secretary  for  State  in  introducing 
his  Estimate  was,  I  thought,  as 
far  as  it  went,  a  fair  statement,  and 
did   not,  like  the  speech  of  the  hon. 
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Gentleman   who  has   just  sat    down, 
endeavour  to  give  a  Party  colour  to  the 
question.      It    stated    perfectly  fairly 
what  the  view  of  the  Government  is.   I 
must  also  thank  the  hon.  Member  for 
his  candour  in  the  account  which  he 
gave  of  Uganda,  at  least  in  one  respect, 
because  he  told  us  that  the  cost  of  main- 
taining British  influence  there  would  be 
enormous.     But  the  hon.  Gentleman, 
to  my  disappointment,  did  not  address 
himself    particularly    to    the    task  of 
giving  particulars.     He  did  not  give  us 
the  particulars  of  the  Slave  Trade  in 
that  country,  the  cost  of  the  railroad 
or   the  ideas  which    the  Government 
were  going  to  follow  after  the  railroad 
is  constructed — all  matters  which  seem 
to  me  of  great  interest.     And  the  hon. 
Member  for  Dover,  who   has  just  sat 
down,  did  not  seem  anxious  to  supply 
these  particulars ;   but  he  rather  pre- 
ferred to  discuss  the  question  of  the 
Suakin  and  Berber  Railway,  and  of  the 
West  Coast  of  Africa.     There  is  one 
point  which  was  not  overstated  by  my 
right  hon.  Friend  the  Under  Secretary 
when  he  spoke  about  the  parting  of  the 
ways :  and  what  I  should  like  to  invite 
the  Government  to  give  us  is — not  the 
view  they  take  as  to  where  the  road 
will  lead  to,  but  to  give  us  some  more 
particular  information  than  their  Papers 
give  us  with  regard  to  the  obligations 
they  meant  to  contract,  and  the  best 
means  of  discharging  these  obligations. 
Certainly    the     production    of    these 
Papers  and  the  speech  of  the  Under 
Secretary  furnish  the  best  justification 
that  could   be  desired  for  the  course 
taken    by  my  right  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Derby,  when  he  insisted 
that  this  Estimate  should  not  pass  last 
July  as  a  non-contentious  matter,  sub 
silentio ;  but  that  in  a  matter  of  this 
very  great  gravity  we  ought  to  have 
much    fuller     information    than    the 
Government    has  now  given  us.    The 
correspondence  laid  before  us  in  thb 
short   Paper  tells    us  what    the  view, 
upon  the  general  question  of  policy,  of 
the  Foreign  Office  and  the  Treasury  is, 
what  progress  has  been  made  with  the 
survey  for  some  short  distance  ;  but  it 
does      not      deal     with    the      issues 
involved.    I    shall   endeavour   to  state 
what   the    issues    are.      I    begin    by 
assuming,  and  I  think  I  may  from  the 
correspondence    assume,  that    this  is 
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really  not  a  question  of  a  grant  for  a 
survey,  but  it  is  a  question  of  subsidy 
or  guarantee  to  the  East  Africa  Bail- 
way  Company.     I  say  that  with  con- 
fidence, and  for  two  reasons.     In  the 
first  place,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer delivered  a  speech  in  Scotland 
which  was  addressed  to  this  question 
of  subsidy  or  guarantee,  and  in  which 
he  endeavoured  to  charge  the  Opposi- 
tion  with  the  unpatriotic   conduct  of 
endeavouring    to    oppose    a    forward 
policy   in  Africa.     And  in  the  second 
place,   if  hon.   Members  will   look  at 
these  Parliamentary  Papers,  Nos.  1,  2, 
and  3,  they  will  see  that  the  argument 
has   been   entirely    addressed    to    the 
question  of  subsidy  or  guarantee.     The 
argument  in  Paper  No.  2  is  substan- 
tially  an  argument  to    prove  that  the 
Slave  Trade  is  not  to  be  suppressed  by 
the  Brussels  Act  unless  by  a  railroad  ; 
that  that  railroad  could  not  be  made 
without  a  subsidy  or  guarantee,  and 
that,  therefore,  we  are  bound  to  vote 
money  for  the    purpose.     It  is  quite 
true    that  we    are  only  asked    at  the 
present  moment  for  a  grant  of  £20,000  ; 
but  if  we  allowed  this  Vote  for  £20,000 
to  pass  unchallenged,  it  would  be  but 
the  naturally  obvious  course    to    say 
that  this  Vote  was  supported  and  de- 
manded upon  the  arguments  stated  in 
this  paper,  and  by  assenting  to  it,  we 
must  be  deemed  to  be  assenting  to  the 
policy    which  the   Government     have 
declared.     I  should  like  to  put  to  the 
Chancellor  of  the   Exchequer  a    few 
questions  which  these  Papers  do  not 
answer.      One     of     them — the    most 
obvious — is  the     question    what     the 
probable  expenditure  upon  the  railway 
will  be.     It  appears  from  the  Papers 
we  have  that  Sir  John  Fowler  has  made 
an  approximate  estimate  of  what  the  ex- 
penditure upon  the  railway  will  be  ;  but 
we  have   only  heard    rumours  of  this 
estimate.      We    should  like  to  know 
what   foundation    there    is    for    these 
rumours.     We  should  be  glad  to  be 
told  what  this  Government  has  been 
informed  is  likely  to  be  the  cost — even 
the  minimum  cost — of  the  contemplated 
railway.     We  should  like  also,  I  think, 
to   be   furnished   with   a  map,   which 
would  enable  Members  of  the  House 
more  conveniently  to  understand  the 
situation  of  this  country  through  which 
the  proposed  railroad  is  to  pass,  and  to 


perceive  what  these  regions  are  ;  and  I 
think  that  would  be  much  more  per- 
ceivable if  such  a  map  had  been 
appended  to  them.  And  more  than 
that,  we  should  like  to  have  a  copy  of 
the  Report  of  Captain  Lugard.  It  is  a 
Report  of  the  utmost  interest  and  value. 
A  brief  extract  of  tbe  Beport  was  con- 
tained in  the  Times  newspaper  on  the 
23rd  of  February.  This  Report  of 
Captain  Lugard  was  made  at  the 
beginning  of  1891,  and  has  been  in  the 
hands  of  the  East  Africa  Company  for 
a  year  or  more,  and  might,  I  think 
with  advantage,  be  presented  to  the 
House.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
perhaps  may  ask  me  why  I  think  so ; 
and  my  answer  would  be,  because  the 
Government  are  proposing  that  this 
country  should  virtually  become  a 
partner  with  the  East  Africa  Company 
in  this  undertaking,  and  that  under 
these  circumstances  they  ought  to  give 
us  what  information  they  have  in  their 
possession. 

♦Mb.  GOSCHEN :  This  Report  of 
Captain  Lugard  is  a  Report  which  was 
addressed  to  the  East  Africa  Com- 
pany, and  over  which,  therefore,  so  far 
the  Government  have  no  control.  ("  Oh 
oh ! ")  I  do  not  know  why  my  hon. 
Friend  objects  to  that.  Of  course  the 
House  may  say,  "  We  will  not  vote  the 
money  unless  we  see  the  Report " ; 
but,  on  the  other  hand,  I  say  that, 
as  a  Government,  the  Report  does 
not  belong  to  us.  This  Report  is  of  a 
distinctly  confidential  character,  relat- 
ing to  the  actions  of  certain  persons 
and  Governments,  and  is  certainly  not 
a  Report  which  was  written  or  intended 
for  publication.  Every  Government 
has  agents  who  make  confidential 
Reports  in  reference  to  matters  in  the 
negotiation  of  which  they  are  engaged. 
If  a  Government  were  to  be  called  upon 
to  give  publicity  to  a  confidential 
Report  which  their  agent  had  made, 
explaining  his  negotiation  and  the 
attitude  he  has  taken,  it  might  very 
seriously  compromise  these  negotia- 
tions if  it  were  to  go  back  to  the  parties 
with  whom  he  was  negotiating.  I 
think  the  House  will  clearly  under- 
stand, therefore,  that  this  Report  can- 
not be  laid  upon  the  Table  of  the 
House. 
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Mm.  BRYCE:  I  am  much  obliged  to 
my  right  hon.  Friend  for  the  statement 
which  he  has  just  made.  But  I  should 
like  to  remind  him  that,  having 
had  an  opportunity  of  reading  the 
Report,  I  could  find  nothing  on 
the  face  of  the  Report  which  indi- 
cated that  it  was  of  a  confidential 
character.  It  has,  I  believe,  come  into 
the  hands  of  a  good  many  Members.  I 
should  like  to  point  out  further  to  my 
right  hon.  Friend  that  the  East  Africa 
Company  are  coining  to  us  as  sup- 
pliants, that  they  are  coming  to  us  to 
help  them  out  of  their  difficulties, 
because  it  is  admitted  that  thev  are 
not  able  to  protect  themselves. 
When  we  are  asked  to  embark  in  an 
enterprise  of  this  kind  we  are  entitled 
to  a  full  disclosure  of  the  material 
facts,  and  the  disposition  to  avoid  that  is 
calculated  to  arouse  suspicion.  I  must 
say  that  a  great  deal  which  is  contained 
in  this  Report  is  material,  and  it  has 
suggested  to  me  a  number  of  questions 
which  I  hope  the  Government  will 
endeavour  to  answer,  because  on  their 
answer  will  depend  the  attitude  we 
shall  assume  and  the  judgment  the 
country  will  form.  Now,  Sir,  I  find 
that  no  information  has  been  given  by 
the  Government  as  regards  the  existence 
of  slavery  in  this  particular  part  of  the 
country.  The  Under  Secretary  lightly 
assumed  that  the  horrors  we  heard  of 
occurred  within  the  sphere  of  influence. 
I  believe  there  has  been  little  or  no  in- 
formation of  anv  slavery  in  the  terri- 
tories  of  the  British  East  Africa 
Company.  In  the  Asiatic  Quarterly 
Review  there  is  an  article  which  bears 
marks  of  having  proceeded  from  a  com- 
petent and  experienced  hand,  a  man 
who  was  obviously  well  informed,  and 
who  asserted  that  so  far  from  the  pro- 
posed railway  destroying  the  Slave 
Trade,  it  would  have  little  or  no  effect. 
But  I  am  going  to  call  a  better  witness — 
namely,  Captain  Lugard  himself.  At 
page  lii)of  his  Report  he  says,  describing 
his  proceedings  in  Uganda — 

(>Tho   abolition    of  the  Slave  Trade  was 
readily  agreed  to  being  practically  non-existent 


now. 


T  do  not  know  whether  that  is  one  of 
the  facts  it  is  intended  to  be  treated  as 
confidential.     And,  in  fact,  the  state  of 


things  is  substantially  admitted  in  the 
letter    of   the    Foreign    Office   to   the 
Treasury.     The   Under   Secretary  has 
spoken  of  the  expense  of  the  cruisers. 
We  spend  more  than  any  other  country 
in  the  suppression  of  the  Slave  Trade, 
the    cost  of  cruisers  alone  amounting 
to  £100,000  a  year.     It  is  said  that 
this  money  will  be  saved  if  the  railway 
is  made ;  but  the  Slave  Trade  in  Ea9t 
Africa  now  exists   along   three    main 
routes.      The  first  from  the  region  of 
the  Upper  Nile  down  to  the  Red  Sea, 
the  second  down  to  the  German  port 
of    Bagamoyo,  and  the  third   line    is 
Nyassaland,  where  it  comes  up  to  the 
Mozambique.     As  the  Slave  Trade  goes 
to  the  coast,  the  cruisers  would  have  to 
be  kept  there,  and  the  Slave  Trade  will 
not  be  appreciably  diminished  by  this 
strip  of  railway.     I  will  not  say  much 
on    the  question    of  trade,    although 
Captain  Lugard's  Report  contains  some 
instructive  remarks  on  that  point.     He 
describes  a  considerable  portion  of  the 
country  that  the  railway  is  to  traverse 
between  Mombasa  and  the  Lakes  as 
being  practically  uninhabited,  and  for 
the  rest  inhabited  by  very  savage  tribes 
who  are  not  likely  to  furnish  what  is 
called  remunerative  local  traffic.     Any- 
thing more  discouraging  than  his  Report 
I  cannot  imagine ;  and  if  the  Govern- 
ment propose  to  raise  any  money  for 
this  railway,  they  would  do  well  not  to 
publish   this  Report.     Then,  Sir,  the 
Government  have  not  told  us  anything 
about  the  condition  of  the  Company, 
although    the    country    is    practically 
asked  to  go  into  partnership  with  it. 
We    are  entitled  to  know  something 
about  the  solvency  of    our  partners, 
their  capacity  to  bear  their  share  of 
the    burden,   their    management   and 
prospects,  and  their  capital.     No  in- 
formation has  been  supplied  to  us  on 
these  points,  and  when  we  ask  for  it 
we   are  told   to  call   at  the  office  in 
Pall  Mall.     One  important  fact  men- 
tioned by  Captain  Lugard  is  that  the 
tsetse    rlv     does     not     exist    in    the 
territories,  and  that  animals  can   be 
employed  there.     Now*,  Sir,  I  feel  the 
duty  we  have  as  a  great  nation  that 
has    borne    an     honourable    part    in 
putting  down  the  Slave  Trade.    There 
is  no  dispute  about  that.      Livingstone 
said,    "  The   Slave  Trade  is  the  open 
sore  of  the  world  "  ;  and  it  is  admitted 
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that  we  must  take  all  reasonable  and 
proper  means  to  work  against  it.  I  do 
not  recede  from  what  I  said  on  this 
subject  a  year  and  a  half  ago.  But  I 
must  review  the  ground  of  obligation 
now  put  before  us.  We  are  told  that 
we  are  bound,  in  respect  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Brussels  General  Act,  to  do 
all  we  can  to  suppress  the  Slave  Traffic. 
The  Powers  declared  that  the  most 
effective  means  of  counteracting  tha 
Slave  Trade  were — first,  the  progressive 
organisation  of  the  Sendees ;  next,  the 
establishment  of  occupying  stations ; 
thirdly,  the  construction  of  roads,  and 
particularly  of  railroads,  and  so  on.  But 
all  these  provisions  are  expressly  stated 
to  be  applicable  in  what  district  ?  In 
the  African  territories  placed  under  the 
Sovereignty  or  Protectorate  of  civilised 
nations.  I  call  attention  to  these  par- 
ticular words,  which  are  repeated  in 
Article  4,  to  which  the  hon.  Member 
alluded.  Now,  this  is  not  a  case  of 
Sovereignty  or  of  Protectorate,  but  of 
a  sphere  of  influence,  which  is  a 
total!)'  different  thing.  Sovereignty  we 
know  and  Protectorate  we  know,  but 
what  is  a  sphere  of  influence?  For- 
tunately, on  this  point  we  have  a 
definition  from  Lord  Salisbury,  who, 
speaking  at  the  Mansion  House  in 
August,  1890,  descanted  with  com- 
mendable frankness  on  the  proceed- 
ings for  the  delimitation  of  the  sphere 
of  influence  in  Africa.  He  said  he 
had  been  engaged  in  what  the  satirist 
would  call  the  task  of  drawing  lines 
upon  maps  on  which  no  human  foot 
had  ever  trod,  and  dividing  territories 
which  did  not  belong  to  them,  but 
which,  indeed,  belonged  to  other  people ; 
and  he  told  his  hearers  to  read  between 
the  lines  in  order  to  see  that  what 
the  Government  was  doing  was  con- 
tributing their  quota  to  the  glorious 
work  of  the  peace  of  the  world.  Now,  that 
simply  means  that  Germany,  Italy,  and 
ourselves  agree  that  between  certain 
lines  we  would  not  interfere  with  one 
another.  It  has  been  admitted  by  the 
Postmaster  General  that  in  this  sphere 
of  influence  Her  Majesty  has  no 
Sovereignty,  and  that  we  have  no 
Protectorate,  and  that  there  is  nothing 
beyond  this  that  Germany  and  Italy 
have  no  particular  right.  This  does 
not  come  within  the  Brussels  Act, 
because  it  is  neither  a  Sovereignty  nor 


a  Protectorate.     The  Brussels  Confer 
ence  wisely  refrained  from  expressing 
any  opinion  upon  a  sphere  of  influence, 
because    the    diplomatists    who    then 
assembled  knew  very  well  that  a  sphere 
of  influence  where  no  legal  authority 
existed,  and  where  the  natives  were  left 
to  themselves,  could  not  be  made  subject 
to  these  stipulations.     Now,  shall  we„ 
by  making  this  railway,  actually  repress, 
the  Slave  Trade  ?  I  ask  the  Government 
to  say  whether  the  construction  of  the 
railway  will  have   any  effect  in   that 
direction.     There  is  another  question- 
How    is    this   railway    to   be   made? 
Captain   Lugard  says    his  men    were 
always  deserting.     The  standing  diffi- 
culty is  to  get  soldiers  and  porters  and 
others  to  carry  you  through  the  hostile 
tribes.     There  are  no  means  of  obtain- 
ing indigenous  free    labour  to   make: 
this  railway.    The  only  means  will  be  to 
bring  coolies  from  India,  or  Chinese,  or 
resort  to  the  expedient  of  African  ex- 
plorers and  use  slave  labour.     That  is. 
another  point  on  which  we  are  entitled 
to  information.      Now,  Sir,  the  Com- 
mittee will  notice  that  the  Government 
have  put  their  case  as  an  alternative  to 
the  establishment  of  garrisons  and  flying 
columns.     But  it  is  clear  that  when 
you  have  made  the  railway  your  first 
difficulty  will  be  to  guard  it.     Captain 
Lugard  says  the  common   article    of 
currency  in  Maisailand  is  iron  wire,  and 
he  speaks  of  the  difficulty  of  maintain- 
ing the  line  against  the  Maisais.      A 
railway  through  the  land  of  the  Maisais. 
will  be  more  valuable  to  them  than  a. 
gold  mine,  and  nothing  less  than  a  line 
of  forts  and  garrisons  will  be  sufficient  to- 
protect  the  railway,  and  we  shall  have  all 
that  expense  in  addition  to  the  expense 
of  construction.  Another  point  I  should 
like     to      have     dwelt      upon,     had 
time    permitted,    is     this  —  that     we 
have  no  jurisdiction  in  the   territory 
except  over  British  subjects.     It  seems 
to  me   that  the   Government  present 
their  case  thus :     A  survey  involves  a 
guarantee,  a  guarantee  necessarily  in- 
volves defence,  defence  involves  annexa- 
tion; and  so  what  we  are  substantially 
asked  to  do*  is  to  take  the  first  step 
towards  annexation.     I  do  not  believe 
there   is    any    escape  from  that  fatal 
descent,  and,  therefore,  the  Committee 
and  the  country  should  pause  to  con- 
sider the  position  in  which  they  stand. 
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In  Equatorial  Africa  we  have  a 
country  that  is  neither  fit  for  Euro- 
pean centres,  nor,  like  India,  a  country 
of  ancient  civilisation  which  can  be 
governed  with  comparative  ease. 
Moreover,  it  is  a  country  which  has  no 
defined  frontier.  In  these  circum- 
stances, I  put  it  to  the  Committee  that 
we  ought,  at  this  moment,  to  require 
a  far  fuller  statement  of  facts  than  we 
have  yet  had ;  and  we  ought  seriously 
to  consider,  when  asked  to  take  such  a 
step,  what  that  step  means,  and  what  are 
the  ultimate  consequences  that  it  may 
involve. 

*Mb.  GOSCHEN  :  I  frankly  admit 
that  many  of  the  questions  put  to  me 
by  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
are  questions  which  ought  fairly  to  be 
put  to  the  Government,  and  require  an 
answer.  I  will  deal  with  some  of  the 
minor  points  in  the  first  instance.  A 
question  was  asked  as  to  our  relations 
with  the  Imperial  British  East  Africa 
Company,  and  whether  it  is  solvent.  That 
is  a  matter  as  to  which  we  must  satisfy 
ourselves.  We  must  know  whether 
they  are  able  to  carry  out  the  railway, 
but  there  is  no  obligation  of  any 
kind  upon  us  until  the  survey  is  com- 
pleted. We  are  waiting  for  that  in- 
formation before  undertaking  any 
liability  of  any  kind,  and  the  very 
object  of  the  survey  is  to  get  an  answer 
to  many  of  those  questions  which  the 
hon.  Gentleman  wishes  us  to  answer 
before  the  survey  is  completed.  The 
Government  are  anxious  to  proceed 
with  caution  in  this  matter ;  and  it 
would  be  the  duty  of  the  Government, 
supposing  the  survey  were  thoroughly 
satisfactory,  before  they  undertook  to 
give  a  guarantee  to  any  company,  to 
see  that  the  powers  of  that  company 
were  adequate  to  carrying  out  the 
operations.  In  the  first  negotiations 
that  took  place  I  pointed  out  to  the 
representatives  of  the  Company,  and 
I  laid  it  down  as  an  absolute  condition, 
that  care  would  have  to  be  taken  to 
see  that  there  was  such  finan- 
cial support — such  financial  power 
behind  any  company  to  whom  we 
should  give  a  guarantee — as  would 
secure  that  that  company  should  have 
power  to  carry  out  the  railway,  what- 
ever it  might  cost.  We  should  not 
give  a  guarantee  without  satisfying 
ourselves  on  that  point.     I  do  not  for 
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a  moment  say  that  the  East  Afi 
Company  would  in  itself  have  t 
sufficient  power.  We  have  to 
whether  this  railway  can  be  built,  i 
whether  it  can  be  built  within  s 
limits  of  the  guarantee  as  the  He 
would  sanction  and  the  country  wc 
approve.  That,  I  hope,  is  a  full  ans 
to  the  hon.  Gentleman's  questions 
specting  the  guarantees.  We  shall 
for  and  insist  upon  those  guarant 
with  the  necessary  financial  strenj 
when  the  proper  time  arrives.  N 
the  hon.  Gentleman  raised  one  \ 
important  point  towards  the  end  of 
speech,  and  that  was  whether  we  ^ 
free  from  all  obligations  to  the  Brus 
Conference,  because  this  is  a  spher* 
influence  and  not  a  Protectorate. 

Mb.  BRYCE  :  I  said  we  were  un 
no  obligation  as  respects  the  sphere 
influence.  I  did  not  say  anyth 
about  a  Protectorate. 

-Mr.  GOSCHEN  :  Very  welL  Th 
according  to  the  hon.  and  learned  G 
tleman,  this  was  our  position  when 
went  into  the  Brussels  Conference — t 
we  were  to  induce  all  other  count 
who  had  Protectorates  to  the  8a 
and  Protectorates  to  the  North  t 
they  were  to  take  all  means  for  pott 
down  the  Slave  Trade,  while  we  in 
middle  were  to  ride  off  on  the  groo 
that  we  had  not  a  Protectorate.  A] 
therefore,  in  the  eloquent  words  of  i 
hon.  Friend  behind  me,  we  were  to  b 
this  sphere  of  influence  without  taki 
any  action,  whilst  at  the  same  ti 
encouraging  others  to  go  forward  be 
to  the  North  and  to  the  South.  Intl 
case  I  confess  that  I  think  we  shot 
have  cut  only  a  sorry  figure  if  we  w 
to  encourage  Belgium,  Italy,  Germai 
and  Portugal  to  take  those  measa* 
whilst  we  held  our  hands  and  would 
nothing. 

Mb.  BRYCE :  I  do  not  think  t 
right  hon.  Gentleman  appreciates! 
argument.  I  said  that  the  Brow 
Conference  expressly  extended  to  A 
tectorates  and  Sovereignties. 

*Mr.  GOSCHEN :  But  Germany 
operating  in  her  sphere  of  influence. 
Mr.  BRYCE :  What  evidence  h* 
you  of  that  ? 

♦Mr.  GOSCHEN  :  If  the  hon.  0» 
tleman  follows  the  course  of  event*  I 
will  see  that  the  Germans  an  v* 
active  indeed  in  their  sphereof  infaeB* 
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I  the  sum  of  money  she  has  spent  ■ 
something    that    would  alarm  the ! 

rase  of  Commons.  Where  is 
a  railway  intended  to  operate 
leas  in  the  sphere  of  influence? 
tat  is  my  answer  to  the  hon.  and 
trued  Gentleman  so  far  as  the 
bere  of  influence  is  concerned, 
en  towards  the  conclusion  of 
»     speech,     the     hon.      Gentleman 

II  that  we  were  entering  on  a 
rtain  chain  of  undertakings  which 
mid  lead  to  annexation.  In  this 
kj — first,  the  survey,  then  the 
ilway,  then  the  fortified  posts,  and  in 
B  end  the  annexation.  Well,  I  would 
int  out  to  the  hon.  Gentleman  that 
th  regard  to  the  whole  state  of  the 
untry  he  seems  to  me  not  really  to 
,ve  studied  the  Reports  which  have 
idently  been  at  his  command.  He 
inks  that  there  is  nothing  to  be  done ; 
at  there  is  no  slavery  as  I  understood 
te  hon.  Gentleman 

Mb.  BRYCE :  No,  I  said  it  was  not 
16  of  the  slave  routes,  and  I  quoted 
iptain  Lugard  to  prove  it. 
Mb.  GOSCHEN  :  But  the  hon.  Gen- 
nnan  did  not  quote  all  Captain  Lugard 
id  on  this  point,  for  Captain  Lugard 
ated  that  he  himself  met  a  slave 
ravan  on  his  road  up,  and  that  he 
mself  liberated  the  slaves  attached  to 
Now,  is  it  quite  fair  of  the  hon. 
entleman  to  state  that  Captain  Lugard 
ade  this  observation  with  regard  to 
ive  caravans,  and  at  the  same  time 
>t  to  inform  the  House  that  Captain 
ugard  had  met  a  caravan  and 
Derated  the  slaves  ? 
Mb.  BRYCE  :  The  only  reason  I  did 
ot  refer  to  that  was,  because  it  was 
bviously  a  slave  caravan  that  was  en- 
iged  in  what  is  called  the  local  traffic, 
rhich  is  a  totally  different  thing  from 
aravans  of  slaves  coming  down  to  the 
oast,  and  when  Captain  Lugard's  Re- 
ort  is  produced  hon.  Members  will  see 
rhat  that  difference  is. 
♦Mb.  GOSCHEN  :  Well,  then,  have  we 
10  duties  with  regard  to  the  local  traffic 
a  slaves?  We  have  never  drawn  a 
listinction  between  the  local  traffic  and 
lie  traffic  down  to  the  Coast.  No, 
Sr ;  we  wish  to  put  down  the  traffic 
there  it  exists,  and  the  atrocities  which 
tooompany  one  of  these  caravans  will 
ot  be  less  than  in  the  other  cases. 
Ve  have  it  from  the  hon.  Gentleman 


now  himself  that  there  is  local 
traffic  in  slaves  and  local  traffic  on  the 
lines  through  which  the  railway  is  to 
pass.  That  observation  breaks  down  the 
argument  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  that 
there  is  no  slave  traffic  on  this  route  at 
all  events,  and  no  caravan  of  slaves  to 
be  found.  The  hon.  Gentleman  says 
he  thinks  that  Captain  Lugard's  Report 
has  been  kept  back  because  it  is  con- 
sidered likely  to  damage  the  case  for 
the  railway.  I  must  sav  that  such  an 
idea  never  entered  into  my  mind.  I 
had  no  idea  that  hon.  Members  would 
read  Captain  Lugard's  Report  in  the 
sense  of  its  being  contrary  to  the 
general  policy  which  we  recommend. 
I  should  think  that  it  was  just  the 
opposite.  The  Reports  which  Captain 
Lugard  gives  are  graphic  Reports.  But 
what  we  want  is  this.  We  want  a  Re- 
port made  to  ourselves,  by  an  engineer 
whom  we  have  appointed,  so  that  we 
mav  be  able  not  to  count  simply  on  the 
views  of  others  who  are  employed  by 
parties  who  may  be  considered  to  be  in- 
terested. We  wish  to  have  an  inde- 
pendent Report,  and  for  that  purpose 
we  appointed  an  independent  engineer. 
That,  I  think  at  any  rate,  whatever 
hon.  Gentlemen  think  of  the  wisdom  of 
the  course,  will  be  considered  as  a  fair 
and  proper  step  to  take — to  endeavour 
to  get  an  independent  Report  oh  the 
whole  of  this  line.  The  hon.  Gentleman 
has  pressed  me  for  a  good  deal  of  in- 
formation which  I  trust  will  be  in  the 
hands  of  the  Committee  or  of  the 
House  when  we  ask  them  to  assent  to 
a  guarantee  for  the  railway.  But  that 
is  the  time  when  many  of  the  questions 
as  to  the  value  of  the  railway,  as  to  the 
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prospects  of  the  railway,  as  to  the  possi- 
bility of  the  railway,  will  be  able  to  be 
answered.  We  did  not  come  to  the 
House  and  ask  them  to  vote  a 
guarantee  for  the  railway  until  we 
were  able  to  put  the  information  into 
their  hands  which  would  justify  us  in 
making  this  demand ;  but  we  do  think 
that  the  information  is  sufficient  to 
authorise  us  to  ask  the  House  to  commit 
themselves  to  the  expenditure  of 
£20,000,  which  would  put  us  in  a  posi- 
tion to  judge  of  the  steps  which  ought 
to  be  taken.  The  hon.  Gentleman  spoke 
of  having  to  fortify  this  railway,  or 
rather  to  establish  posts  along  the  rail- 
way— for  it  was  another  hon.  Member 
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who  used  the  actual  words  to  "  fortify 
this  railway,"  and  the  hon.  Gentleman 
also  asked  by  what  means  the  labour 
could  be  found  for   the   railway.     He 
asked  if  it  was  to  be  bv  hired  slaves. 
Well,  I   am  glad  to  have  this  oppor- 
tunity of  reminding  the  House  that  the 
Imperial  British  East  Africa  Company 
has    already    liberated    4,000     slaves, 
There  is  a  sample  of  the  work   which 
can  be  done.     They  have  already  liber- 
ated    4,000    slaves,    and    they    trust, 
under  the  proclamations  that  have  been 
issued  and  the  progress  that  is  being 
made,  that  free  labour  will  from  month 
to  month  and  from  year  to  year  become 
infinitely    more    abundant.     The   hon. 
Member  will  further  see,  with   regard 
to  the  difficulties  of   constructing  the 
railway  through  the  territories  which 
he  describes,  that  the  very  fact   of  a 
railway    being    built    enables  you    to 
concentrate  a  number  of  men  in  a  given 
spot  in  a  wav  in  which  vou  could  never 
concentrate  men  if  they  have  to  go  on 
foot,  and   consequently    100  men  who 
are  able  to  pass  rapidly  from  post  to 
post   would  be   able   to   do  the   work 
whiah  1 ,000  men  would  not  be  able  to 
do  if  thev  had  to  traverse  the  roads. 
The  railway  will  open  up  the  country  ; 
and   already  I  believe  there   are   very 
satisfactory  symptoms   of  the  country 
becoming  more  settled.     As  a  result  of 
what  has  already  been  done,  I  hear  that 
savage  tribes  are  less  in  evidence ;  and 
750  porters  have  gone  from  the  lake  to 
the  coast  without  an   armed  escort,  a 
thing  which  was  quite  impossible  before, 
and  thus  from  both  points — both  from 
the  lake  itself  and  from  Mombasa,  it 
will    be   possible    to    concentrate    the 
labour     necessary    to     construct    the 
railways.       But    if    it    is    impossible, 
what    will    happen  ?      Captain    Mac- 
donald    will    report    that    the    labour 
cannot  be  found.     He   will  report  on 
the  density   of    the    population  along 
the    road.       The    hon.    Member    was 
not  correct  in  his  summary  of  Captain 
Lugard's  Report.      There  are  portions 
of  the  road  which  are  densely  populated, 
portions  where  grain  can  be  grown  and 
where  there  is  every  prospect  of  a  large 
trade ;  and  everyone  will  see  that  if  it 
be  possible  to  have  a  railway  it  will  be 
a*  first  step  taken  towards  the  civilisingof 
Equatorial  Africa  in  a      .  nner  that  has 
never  been  possible  hitherto.    You  have 
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had  several  bodies  of  pioneers  who  have 
carried  their  lives  in  their  hands  and  have 
established  themselves  there ;  but  if  you 
can  once  get  a  railway  through  I  think 
you  would  find  results  produced  towards 
civilisation  that  would  astonish  and 
gratify  the  House.  Our  obligations 
under  the  Brussels  Conference  I  think 
are  such  that  we  are  compelled  to  take 
some  step  ;  but  independently  of  that  I 
think  the  interest  shown  by  the 
commercial  wrorld  and  in  our  manu- 
facturing towns  proves  that  they 
wish,  through  a  survey,  at  least  to 
understand  whether  markets  cannot 
be  opened  up  in  that  region.  What 
we  ask  the  House  for  is  simply  an 
experimental  survey.  That  experiment, 
I  am  sure,  must  commend  itself  to  the 
great  majority  of  the  country.  Even  if 
it  should  prove  that  it  is  im- 
possible to  construct  a  railway,  at  all 
events  we  shall  have  done  something, 
and  we  shall  not  only  have  shown — if 
it  is  to  be  shown — that  the  physical 
difficulties  are  such  that  they  cannot 
be  overcome,  but  we  shall  also  have 
obtained  valuable  information  which  we 
believe  will  be  of  great  advantage  in 
many  respects  to  many  classes  in  the 
country.    . 

(11.12.)  Mr.  W.E.GLADSTONE:  I 
cannot  complain  of  the  tone  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  but  he  knows  the 
respect  I  have  for  his  abilities,  and  he 
will  forgive  me  for  saying  that  in  his 
speech  he  failed  to  cover  the  whole  field 
of  the  discussion,  or  to  bring  out  points 
that  are  really  in  the  minds  of  hon. 
Members,  so  far  as  my  knowledge  of 
opinion  goes  on  this  side  of  the  House 
— that  he  did  little  or  nothing  to- 
wards promoting  a  settlement  of  this 
matter. 

Mr.  GOSCHEN  :  I  did  not  wish  to 
be  too  long. 

Mr.  W.  E.  GLADSTONE:  I  am 
in  the  same  predicament.  I  do  not 
think  it  is  possible  to  take  a  perfectly 
full  discussion  of  this  subject.  I  wish 
to  limit  myself  to  a  great  degree  to 
noticing  the  points  dealt  with  by  the 
light  hon.  Gentleman,  instead  of  doing 
what  I  could  have  wished  to  do — namely, 
to  survey  the  whole  of  the  arguments 
in  this  most  important  question.  Well, 
now,  Sir,  I  wish  to  begin  with  two 
admissions  which  are  agreeable,  far 
the   whole  subject,   I  confess,  is  not 
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agreeable,  since  I  shall  find  it  my  duty 
very  seriously  to  complain  of  the  con- 
duct of  the  Government  with  regard  to 
the  subject.  With  all  due  respect  to 
the  hon.  Member  for  Dover,  I  am  aware 
of  no  reason  whatever  why  this  should 
be  made  a  Party  question.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Dover  did  what  little  was 
in  his  power  to  envenom  the  discussion 
by  introducing  into  this  question 
invidious  contrasts  with  what  he 
alleged  had  been  done  by  other 
Governments.  I  shall  not  fol- 
low the  hon.  Gentleman  in  his  conten- 
tion. My  opinion  that  this  is  no  Party 
question  is  shared,  I  know,  by  many 
Gentlemen  on  this  side  of  the  House. 
All  the  pleas  I  shall  urge  will  be  pleas 
urged  by  me  as  a  Member  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  having  no  relation  to  the 
principles  or  opinions  of  this  Party  or  of 
that.  There  is  another  important  ad- 
mission. My  hon.  Friend  the  Member 
for  Aberdeen  in  the  course  of  his  able 
speech,  made  most  important  and  very 
large  statements  with  regard  to  the 
obligations  incumbent  on  this  country 
with  reference  to  the  Slave  Trade.  I 
wish  to  say  that  although  those  state- 
ments were  large  I  will  go  the  whole 
length  with  him.  I  know  that  wherever 
it  can  be  shown  by  rational  and  ascer- 
tained evidence  that  there  is  a  reason- 
able prospect  of  contributing  by  effort 
of  our  own  to  the  abolition  or  even  the 
great  restriction  of  the  African  Slave 
Trade,  the  memory  of  what  has  taken 
place  in  former  generations  from  the 
date  of  the  Assiento  Treaty  downwards, 
ought  to  bring  to  our  mind  the  convic- 
tion that  we  should  take  a  large  and 
liberal  view  of  any  proposition  of  that 
kind,  provided  it  fulfil  those  first  con- 
ditions which  it  is  our  absolute  and 
inexorable  duty  to  ascertain — that  is  to 
say,  showing  to  us  that  the  case  has 
been  examined,  that  with  the  evidence 
before  us  it  is  reasonable  and  sufficient, 
and  that  by  entering  upon  a  given 
course  of  action  we  may  hope  to  do 
something  in  the  view  of  that  capital 
and  most  important  object.  So  far, 
therefore,  Sir,  I  believe  there  is  no 
question  in  dispute  between  us.  But 
the  hon.  Member  for  Dover  has  argued 
this  case  entirely  as  if  the  importance 
of  the  object  in  view  exempted  us  from 
any  duty  in  ascertaining  that  the 
means  proposed  were  likely  to  attain 


that  object.  There  was  not  a  syllable 
in  his  speech,  I  think,  which  appeared 
to  admit  or,  to  imply  that  any  inquiry 
whatever  in  regard  to  the  sufficiency  of 
these  means,  and  the  reasonableness 
of  this  undertaking,  was  itself  com- 
patible with  general  notions  of  what 

was  right.  There  was  not  a  single 
sentiment  in  his  speech  which  in  any 
way  recognised  any  of  the  difficulties. 
Sir,  the  difficulties  exist  for  us,whatever 
be  the  value  of  the  purpose  we 
have  in  view.  It  is  our  duty  to  ascer- 
tain the  tendency  of  what  is  proposed 
to  us  to  attain  that  purpose,  and  it  is 
our  duty  also  to  ascertain  that  in  the 
endeavour  to  attain  that  purpose  we 
shall  not  commit  other  errors,  and 
perhaps  even  give  countenance  to  crimes 
such  as,  if  they  were  presented  to  us,  we 
should  recoil  from  with  horror.  I  am 
here  to  complain  of  the  conduct  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government.  We  have 
before  us  no  information  whatever.  It 
is  an  entire  mistake  to  call  these 
Parliamentary  Papers  information. 
Inter  -  departmental  correspondence 
upon  the  question  of  a  scheme  in  Africa 
and  the  opinions  of  Lord  Salisburyjand 
the  opinions  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man are  matters  very  proper  to  be 
stated  in  Debate  for  our  cognizance, 
for  us  to  deal  with  as  well  as  we  can — 
to  accept,  to  criticise,  or  to  refuse.  But 
they  are  not  information  for  the  case. 
There  is  not  a  scrap  of  information  in 
these  Papers  upon  the  subject.  There 
is,  indeed,  one  statement  of  what  ought 
to  be  information,  and  unfortunately  it 
is  a  statement  totally,  though  uninten- 
tionally, untrue,  and  that  is  a  statement 
on  which  Lord  Salisbury  relies,  and  on 
which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  relies — 
that  we  are  called  upon  to  proceed 
in  fulfilment  of  these  obligations.  The 
Brussels  Conference  includes  no  refer- 
ence to  the  subject  whatever.  The 
Brussels  Conference  by  necessary  in- 
ference excludes  this  subject,  and 
shows  that  it  has  nothing  whatever  to 
do  with  the  proposal  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government.  My  hon.  Friend  has 
read  the  words,  and  those  words  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  has  not  thought 
proper  to  notice. 

"  The  Brussels  Conference  declare  that  they 
are  to  act  by  progressive  organisation  of  the 
administrative,  judicial,  religious,  and  military 
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services  in  the  African  territories  placed  under 
the  sovereignty  or  protectorate  of  civilised 
nations  " — 


with  the  evident  and  studied  exclusion 
of  what  are  termed  "  the  spheres  of  in- 
fluence."    Without  the  smallest  quali- 
fication   this    Brussels    Conference  — 
which  is  made  the  basis  of  the  argu- 
ment   of     Lord     Salisbury  —  has    no 
concern    whatever   with   the    proposal 
that  is  now  made.      That  is  an   im- 
portant point   on  which   the   Govern- 
ment cannot  be  too  broadly  challenged. 
I   think   they    have    been    challenged 
broadly   enough   by   my   hon.    Friend 
near  me  ;  but  as  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man has,  to  borrow*  a  phrase  that  is 
used  in  these  Papers,  "  made  a  detour  " 
in  his  speech^   and    gone    round    the 
point,  I  am  obliged  to  return  to  it  and 
to  impress  this  important  matter  upon 
the  House.     We  have  no  information 
on  that  point — none  whatever.     Is  it 
proper  that  we  should  be  called  upon 
to  take  steps  of  this  kind  without  that 
information  ?       But      we      are      not 
altogether  excluded  from  information. 
There  is  the  Report  of  Captain  Lugard 
— a  Report  addressed  not  to  the  Go- 
vernment,  but   to   the  Company  with 
whom   the   Government   are  going  to 
enter  into  partnership.     The  Govern- 
ment are  not  only  going  to  enter  into 
partnership    with     the     East     Africa 
Company,  but  they  are  going  to  com- 
mit  to    the    Company   the   execution 
of  this  railway   and   the   construction 
of  the  railroad,  should  it  go  forward. 
How,  then,  is  it   possible    for    you   to 
separate  yourselves  from  the  knowledge 
that  has  been  acquired  by  the  officers 
of  the  East   Africa     Company.      The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  can  have  no  evil 
motive  for  withholding  Captain  Lugard's 
Report,  because  he  frankly  says — and  I 
have  no  doubt  he  implicitly  believes — 
that  the  Report  of  Captain  Lugard  is  a 
Report   altogether   favourable    to    the 
proposal  that    lie   now  makes.     Well, 
that  is  another  argument  for  the  pro- 
duction of  this  Report.     The  Report  is 
full  of  the  most  important  information ; 
but  we  think  it  contains  information 
showing  that  in  the  present  state  of 
things  we  ought  not  to  entertain  the 
proposal    of    the    Government.     Why 
not  produce  the  Report  that  the  public 
and  the  House  may  be  able  to  judge  ? 
It  is  really  necessary  that  we  should 
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have  these  Reports  produced.    This  is 
authentic  information — important    in- 
formation, in  the  absence  of  all  other 
information.     Captain  Lugard's  Report 
makes  upon  me — and  I  have  no  doubt 
it  made  on  the  right  hon.  Gentleman— 
the  impression  that  whether  these  pro- 
ceedings towards  the  natives  may  be 
juridically  justifiable  or  not,  yet,  that 
he  is  a  frank  man,  a  brave  man,  an 
able  man,  and  an  upright  man,  and  he 
has  had    admirable    opportunities  of 
forming   a  judgment  on    the    matter. 
His  Report  bristles  with  propositions, 
and  throws  a  most  important  light  on 
the  subject  before  us ;  and  that  Report 
ought    to    be    in    the    hands    of  the 
House.     Instead  of  that,  we  are  given 
these  Papers — in  which  there  is  only 
the  letter  of  Sir  Guildford  Molesworth— 
that    contain    anything     approaching 
information  at  all.     And  this  is  rather 
ludicrous  as   showing  the  manner  in 
which  the  Government  have  thought 
proper  to  bring  forward  the  matter,  that 
in  this  Report  of  Sir  Guildford  Moles- 
worth,  reference  is  made  to  "  the  accom- 
panying map."     There  is  no  "  accom- 
panying map."     And  why  is  there  no 
accompanying  map  ?    Is  it  because  we 
are  all  so  familiar  with  the  country  ?  I 
refer   to    the    words  of     Lord    Salis- 
bury,  who    tells    us    that  we   know 
nothing  about  the  details  of  the  country. 
Why  is  some  information  not  given  us 
to  prevent  us  wandering  and  stumbling 
in  the  dark  when  we  are  discussing  this 
matter  ?    I  wish  to  state,  in  the  most 
expressive  terms  that  I  can  command, 
that    I    am    determined    for    one  to 
exempt  myself,  by  the  declaration  of 
to-night,  from  every  jot  and  tittle  of 
responsibility     connected     with     this 
undertaking;    and  yet,    at  the   same 
time,  I  do  not  go  so  far  as  to  deliver  t 
final  judgment.     (Ministerial    cries  of 
"  Oh,  oh  l"  and  laughter.)     Hon.  Mem- 
bers opposite  who  laugh  seem  to  think 
that  such  a  thing  as  suspense  of  judg- 
ment, in  the  absence  of  information,  i* 
highly  irrational.     I  leave  those  gentle- 
men to  the  full  enjoyment  of  that  com- 
fortable state  of  mind  in  which  they 
alone  can  entertain  such  a  proposition. 
But  what  I  have  said  already  is  this: 
that  we  have  no  information  whatever 
upon  this  subject  supplied  to  us  by  tk 
Government  —  none     for    which  tl* 
Government  makes  itself    respoonhfe. 
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How,  then,  are  we  to  form  a  final  But  what  security  can  the  right  hon. 
judgment  on  the  question  ?  We  have  Gentleman  give  me  that  the  operation 
not  got  absolute  knowledge.  We  have  of  making  this  survey  is  to.  be  a  blood- 
presumptions  and  indications,  and  all  less  operation  ?  No  doubt  he  intends 
these  presumptions  and  indications  are  it  to  be  pacific ;  no  doubt  he  has. 
most  adverse  to  the  plan  of  Her  excellent  objects  in  view;  but  I  say 
Majesty's  Government.  And  now  I  come  that  the  making  of  this  survey  is, 
distinctly  and  directly  to  what  has  according  to  such  information  as  is 
been  stated  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle-  before  us,  attended  with  the  same 
man.  He  first  of  all  treated  of  the  dangers  as  the  making  of  the  railway, 
solvency  of  the  East  Africa  Company.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  says  that 
I  will  not  pursue  that  question  very  far.  the  Masai  tribe  are  not  so  strong  as 
All  that  we  know  at  present  is  that  they  were ;  but  what  do  we  know  from 
this  great  company,  which  is  under-  one  source  or  from  another  as  to  the  in- 
taking  such  enormous  obligations,  is  fluences  and  powers  that  will  confront 
not  able  to  command  a  sum  of  £20,000  us  when  we  set  foot  in  East  Africa  ? 
for  the  purpose  of  making  this  prelimi-  We  know  this,  that  the  greatest 
nary  survey.  I  think  that  is  the  ground  jealousy  prevails  in  that  country  and 
upon  which  the  present  proposal  is  must,  naturally,  among  the  natives 
made.  Then,  again,  I  do  not  say  that  with  regard  to  any  attempts,  to  dis- 
the  company  is  not  solvent.  All  I  say  possess  them  of  their  lands.  Is  not 
is,  we  have  not  got  information  as  to  that  exactly  the  thing  we  are  going  to 
the  solvency  of  the  company.  The  do  ?  Well,  then,  there  is  no  doubt  about 
only  fact  that  we  Ijave  to  go  upon,  and  the  jealousy.  Is  there  no  tendency  in 
from  which  presumption  may  arise,  is  our  survey  for  a  railway,  and  our 
that  the  company  cannot  produce  establishing  a  road  into  the  country 
£20,000,  and  that,  therefore,  .  the  which  we  are  there  permanently  to 
Government  is  called  in.  Then,  what  maintain,  which  road  itself  requires 
says  the  right  hon.  Gentleman — and  I  the  assumption  of  property  in  land 
think  this  was  the  heart  and  centre  of  when  it  comes  to  be  made — is  there  no 
his  speech.     He  says  —  tendency  there  to  stir  that  jealousy  on 

"Yourtime  for  opposition  is  not  yet  come,  ^e  part  of  the   natives ?     What   does 

You  are  not  now  going  to  commit  yourselves  Captain  Lrtigard  say  ?    He  says  that  he 

to  making  the  railway."  is  about  to  be  attacked  ;  and  why  is  he 

T        ,   .  ,       .      . ,                       ,  about  to  be  attacked  ?  Because  he  has 

I   certain ly    in    these    circumstances,  heen  endeavouring  to  make  a  stockade, 

would  not  hold  myself  committed  to  to  defend  himself  from  the  attacks  of 

anything  of  the  kind;  but,  so  far, I  am  oth         and  eyen   that  ig  an    ^ 

very  glad  to  have  the  admission  so  dis-  ^rious  and  formidable  in   the  present 

tonotty made.  "But.  says  the  right  hon.  gtate  o{  that  omm^    that  he  £      he 

Gent toman,      your  time  for  objecting  under8tands  he  is  to  be  attacked  on 

wnot  yet   come      because   admitting,  that  account.    But  this  is  not  a  ques- 

as  apparently  he  did  admit  that  we  do  ti(m   rf  presumption  only.     We  lave 

not  possess  a  great  deal  of  the  necessary  lent     Q*f  evidence    on    that    subject, 

information,  he  says  -  W^  are  the  ^cations  that  you  have 

"  We  are  going  to  institute   this   survey  offered  of  friendliness,  or  of  neutrality, 

for  the  very  purpose  of  getting  that  informa-  \n  fche  COuntry  where  you  are  going  to 

n*  make  your  survey?  Is  it  a  survey 
And  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  makes  this  in  the  view  of  Sir  Guildford  Moles- 
argument  :  that  it  is  irrational  in  us  to  worth,  whose  letter  inspires  one,  as  far 
interfere  with  this  laudable  and  bene-  as  such  a  letter  can,  with  every  con- 
ficent  object  of  getting  information  fidence  in  his  judgment  and  integrity, 
through  the  medium  of  a  survey.  If  which  is  in  itself  essentially  peaceful, 
this  were  a  question  of  a  survey  in  the  and  will  excite  no  jealousy  or  hostility 
County  of  Middlesex  for  the  railway  on  the  part  of  the  natives  ?  No.  It  is 
we  are  going  to  discuss  to-morrow,  or  a  survey  which  cannot  be  made  with- 
a  survey  in  any  even  uncivilised,  if  out  the  presence  of  many  hundreds  of 
peaceful,  land,  I  could  understand  the  armed  men.  Is  it  expected  that  there 
argument  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  will  be  employment  for  those  men  ? 

VOL.  I.             [new  series.]  4  C 
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Mr.  GOSCHEN  :  Perhaps  my  right 
hon.  Friend  will  permit  me  to  answer. 
As  a  matter  of  fact  there  are  40  armed 
men  who  have  gone  with  the  party .  They 
are  taken  from  India,  and  are  at  the  same 
time  assistant  surveyors,  who  have  been 
accustomed  to  surveying  in  India. 
They  will  afford  protection,  and  at  the 
same  time  assist  in  the  survey. 

Mr.  W.  E.  GLADSTONE :  I  can 
quite  understand  that  at  the  present 
moment  and  close  to  the  coast  the 
necessity  is  less,  but  I  am  surprised  that 
in  a  country  which  is  entirely  peaceful, 
and  close  to  the  coast,  40  armed  men 
should  be  needed.  What  does  Sir 
Guildford  Moiesworth  say  on  this  sub- 
ject? The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  says  the 
Masai  have  become  very  weak.  Does 
he  derive  that  from  Sir  Guildford 
Moiesworth  ?  But  I  am  going  to  show 
that  even  the  scanty  Parliamentary 
Papers  he  has  placed  before  us  contra- 
diot  what  he  has  said.  Sir  Guildford 
Moiesworth  says  that  the  expedition 
conducted  by  Dr.  Carl  Peters,  which 
eventually  led  to  the  fruitless  slaughter 
of  a  large  number  of  the  Masai,  has 
excited  such  strong  hostility  against 
Europeans  that  any  expedition  that 
may  be  organised  must  have  an  escort 
sufficiently  strong  to  resist  any  attack 
made  upon  it.  That  is  the  peaceful 
survey  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
says  he  is  undertaking  as  a  preliminary 
operation  in  order  that,  being  at  present 
wholly  destitute  of  all  information,  he 
may  put  himself  in  a  position  to  give 
us  some  portion  of  such  information 
after  he  has  completed  the  survey. 
Are  you  better  off  when  you 
get       into       Uganda  ?  Can       you 

count  upon  friendship  there  ?  Is 
the  King  of  that  country  friendly  to 
you?  (Some  cries  of  "  Yes"  from  the 
Ministerial  Benches.)  What?  (Re- 
newed cries  of  "  Yes.")  Does  anyone 
venture  to  sav  that  he  is  friendlv  ? 
(Renewed  cries  of  "  Yes.")  Very  well. 
I  do  not  know  whether  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Dover  is  responsible,  but  I  say 
that,  at  any  rate,  his  responsibility  will 
not  enable  him  to  stand  against  the 
evidence  of  Captain  Lugard.  What 
says  Captain  Lugard?  He  has  framed 
a  Treaty  with  King  Mwanga.  From 
that  Sovereign  he  has  extorted  a 
Treaty,     lie  tells  you  how  he  obtained 


it.  He  obtained  it  by  threats  and  by 
compulsion.  He  says  that  he  obtained 
it  with  the  greatest  difficulty,  and 
that  with  every  effort  to  escape  it  this 
wretched  Sovereign  signed  the  Treaty. 
He  states,  not  admits  merely,  that  the 
Sovereign  wTill  make  every  effort  to* 
escape  from  it,  and  in  that  Treaty 
Captain  Lugard,  as  far  as  we  can 
judge  from  the  terms  of  the  Treaty, 
which  he  gives,  has  not  ventured  to 
include  the  slightest  reference  to  the 
acquisition  of  land.  He  is  going  to 
survey,  he  is  going  to  make  a  railway, 
he  is  going  to  meet  all  the  responsi- 
bilities that  that  will  entail,  and  yet 
he  does  not  venture  to  make  in  the 
terms  of  his  Treaty  the  slightest  refer- 
ence to  the  acquisition  of  land.  Then 
where  is  the  friendliness  of  this  King 
Mwanga?  Captain  Lugard  says  he 
effected  his  point  by  going  into  the 
country  with  extreme  rapidity,  and 
that  it  was  by  the  extreme  rapidity  of 
his  movements  that  he  prevented 
the  natives  from  getting  out 
their  troops  to  oppose  him,  be- 
cause they  had  not  time  to  do 
it.  That  is  the  country  where  a 
peaceful  survey  is  to  be  made.  Captain 
Lugard  says  that  at  a  certain  point 
upon  his  journey  he  understood  that 
King  Mwanga  had  put  to  death  two  of 
his  subjects  for  not  preventing  his 
passage.    He  says — 

"  I  have  thought  it  prudent  to  postpone  aD 
inquiry  as  to  whether  that  account  of  the  kill- 
ing of  these  two  men  is  true  or  not." 

On  whose  friendship  then  do  you  rely? 
The  bulk  of  the  country  is  inhabited  by 
tribes  absolutely  savage,  but  not  in- 
capable, I  believe,  of  being  stirred  up 
by  alarm  with  respect  to  the  lands  upon 
which  they  depend  for  subsistence,  and 
all  of  them  are  armed  to  a  large  extent 
The  case  of  the  Masai  you  have  recorded 
for  you  by  your  own  officer,  Sir 
Guildford  Moiesworth.  The  case  of 
Uganda  and  its  King  is  fully  set  out  in 
the  Eeports  of  Captain  Lugard,  and 
from  him  you  have  nothing  to  expect, 
according  to  Captain  Lugard,  except 
determined  opposition.  On  the  north 
also,  says  Captain  Lugard,  there  is  a 
wave  of  onward  Mahommedan  pro- 
gress. Another  great  tribe,  called,  I 
think,  the  Umyoro,  lying  next  to  it  and 
hostile  to  Uganda,  yet  agrees  with 
Uganda  in  its  hostility  to  the  English; 
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•and  it  is  a  most  singular  thing  that 
according  to  the  Report  of  Captain 
Lugard,  almost  without  exception, 
all  these  people  who  are  at  variance 
with  one  another  are  agreed  in 
being  hostile  to  the  admission  of 
the  English.  There  is  an  excep- 
tion, and  I  am  going  to  mention  it. 
There  are  strong  religious  influences 
At  work — French  Roman  Catholic 
influences — and  it  appears  that  in  this 
^sphere  of  influence  the  Bast  Africa 
<3ompany  takes  upon  itself  to  inform 
the  French  missionaries  where  they 
may  go  and  where  they  may  not  go, 
-and  assumes  over  them  a  Governmental 
control.  But  they  happen  to  be  a 
very  powerful  body.  There  are  two 
influences — Protestant  and  Roman 
Catholic — the  Roman  Catholic  very 
large  and  the  Protestant  very  small. 
Sharp  rivalry  between  them.  Protes- 
tants very  willing  to  welcome  the 
influence  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
and  hoping,  doubtless,  that  it  will  be 
backed  by  arms  ;  the  Roman  Catholics, 
who  are  the  large  majority,  being  very 
averse  to  it.  This  is  the  case  :  that 
while  we  are  obliged  to  go  upon  pre- 
sumptions, as  information  has  not  been 
placed  in  our  hands,  all  these  pre- 
sumptions converge  to  show  that  what 
i  you  have  to  expect  from  the  mass  of 
the  population  in  this  region  of  Africa 
is  bitter,  and,  generally  speaking,  united 
hostility.  But  worse  still  :  there 
is  a  greater  danger  even  than  that. 
What  is  this  sphere  of  influence  ?  This 
sphere  of  influence  was  carefully  ex- 
olueded  from  the  purview  of  the 
Brussels    Conference.      What   is  this 

Shere  of  influence  ?  What  right  does 
is  sphere  of  influence  invest  you 
'With  ?  Does  it  invest  the  right  hon. 
Oentleman    with    a   juridical  title  to 

{o    into    the    country    with    several 
undreds  of  men,  including  either  40 
Or  any  larger  number  of  armed  men, 
And  to  take  all  measures  that  may  be 
requisite  for  taking  a  survey  ?  On  what 
title  does  he  put  that  ? 
Mr.  GOSCHEN:  Along  the  whole 
1     of  the  routes  there  are  Treaties  which 
[*  lave  been  made  with  the  Chiefs  which 
!"    give  us  these  rights. 

Mr.  W.  E.  GLADSTONE:    Show 

Us  these  Treaties.    If  the  forms  of  the 

Committee  allowed  it,  there  ought  upon 

'"    ihat  simple  admission  to  be  a  Motion 


for  the  postponement  of  this  Debate. 
Show  me  these  Treaties.  It  is  not  so 
stated  in  your  Papers.  Are  there 
Treaties  with  Masai  ? 

Mr.  GOSCHEN  :  I  cannot  give  you 
the  names — I  have  not  got  them. 

Mr.  W.  E.  GLADSTONE :  I  have 

so  far  got  the  names,  that  I  know  these 

Masai  are  upon  the  route,  and  I  know 

that  Captain  Lugard  in  his  Report  has 

expressly  stated  that  it  is  totally  use- 
less to  attempt  any  Treaty  whatever 
with  the  Masai,  and  that  you  must 
put  them  down.  In  my  opinion — I  do 
not  say  voluntarily — but  it  is  an  act  of 
real  disrespect  to  the  House  to  call 
upon  them  to  enter  upon  this  discussion 
without  supplying  them  with  this  im- 
formation,  and  it  is  aggravated,  and 
very  greatly  aggravated/by  a  proceed- 
ing which  I  believe  to  be  quite  without 
precedent — namely,  in  a  case  of  this 
kind,  entirely  novel,  and  foreign  to  our 
practice,  and  without  the  smallest 
sanction  of  Parliament,  to  take  steps,  as 
the  Government  have  taken  to  direct 
the  commencement  of  this  survey,  and 
incur  responsibility  connected  with  it 
before  they  submit  a  Motion  to  Parlia- 
ment for  granting  the  money.  This  is 
a  most  important  question.  You 
admit  by  the  character  of  the  mes- 
senger you  sent  into  the  country  to 
make  the  survey  that  there  is  a  risk 
of  violence  and  military  operations. 
Under  what  law  are  these  military 
operations  to  be  conducted  ?  To  whom 
is  the  honour  of  this  country  to  be 
committed  ?  What  right  have  you  to 
cast  upon  the  East  Africa  Company  the 
responsibility  of  conducting  such  pro- 
ceedings? Why  you  see  from  the 
Report  of  Sir  Guildford  Molesworth  that 
hostilities  are  to  be  looked  upon  as 
certain,  and  the  only  reply  is  that  you 
must  take  sufficient  force.  If  there  is 
to  be  war,  are  there  to  be  laws  of  war  ? 
Is  this  war  to  be  conducted  by  arrange- 
ment ?  If  there  is  to  be  excess  on  the 
part  of  British  agents  you  have  no 
power  to  punish  it.  If  gross  outrages 
are  committed — and  when  passion  is 
heated  and  strong  you  cannot  assure 
they  will  not  fall  into  serious  errors — 
who  is  to  punish  them?  If  crime 
is  committed  in  the  course  of  the 
operations,  as  anticipated  by  Sir  Guild- 
ford Molesworth,  by  British   agents, 
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how  are  you  to  punish  that  crime, 
committed  in  the  name  of  the  Govern- 
ment, committed  on  behalf  of  the  Go- 
vernment, and  committed  under  the 
authority  of  a  Vote  of  the  House  of 
Commons?  How  are  you  to  punish 
that  crime?  I  have  a  right  to  an 
answer  to  that  question.  If  crime  is 
committed  by  the  natives  under  what 
law  are  they  to  be  punished?  They 
are  to  be  punished  by  no  law  at  all. 
They  are  to  be  punished  in  the  name 
of  philanthropy  and  benevolence  by 
carrying  anarchy  into  their  country,  by 
setting  them,  from  this  great  centre  of 
civilisation,  the  example  of  what  must 
be  illegality  and  probably  will  be  cruelty, 
and  this  in  a  sphere  of  influence  where 
you  have  expressly  and  absolutely  dis- 
claimed all  authority  over  the  natives. 
A  speaker  on  the  other  side  of  the 
House  said  this  sphere  of  influence 
must,  by  hook  or  crook,  be  converted 
into  a  real  and  effectual  dependency  of 
the  British  people,  and  made  available 
for  their  enjoyment.  Is  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber aware  it  is  an  absolute  breach  of 
faith  if  any  such  thing  be  attempted  ? 
You  are  going  to  attempt  it  on  the 
authority  of  this  Vote.  You  are  going 
to  assume  authority  which,  at  the  time 
the  German  Agreement  was  made,  in 
the  face  of  this  House  you  expressly 
and  solemnly  disclaimed.  Is  that  dis- 
puted? At  the  time  that  Agreement 
was  produced  I  addressed  the  House 
upon  it,  and  I  attached  to  it  a  significa- 
tion which  my  hon.  Friend  near  me  has 
given  it  to-night — namely,  that  it  was 
an  Agreement  between  certain  Euro- 
pean Powers,  absolutely  excluding  each 
of  them  from  any  attempt  to  exercise 
authority  within  certain  limits.  I  asked 
"  Is  it  well  and  thoroughly  understood 
that  by  this  Agreement  there  is  no  dis- 
paragement whatever  conveyed  to  any 
of  the  rights  now  enjoyed  by  the 
natives?  These  natives  were  masters 
of  the  country  as  much  as  we  are 
masters  of  this  country,"  and  I  was 
assured  by  the  Government  of  the  day 
— I  daresay  the  record  is  to  be  found 
— and  others  received  similar  assur- 
ances, that  the  rights  of  the  natives 
were  to  remain  absolutely  unimpaired. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Goschen) 
has  not  stated  that  the  Treaties 
which  he  says  have  been  made,  but 
which  he  h*«  not  been  able  to  produce, 

W  Gladstone 


authorise  us  to  send  armed  forces  into 
the  country.     I  have  shown  that,  as 
regards  Masai,  it  could  not  be  so,  and, 
in  fact,  that  we  must  act  in  the  name; 
of  something  still  higher  than 'law — 
namely  humanity — going   to  trample 
law  under  our  feet,  and  to  introduce 
into  that  country  what  may  be  a  plague 
and  a  curse,   and  what  we  have  no 
right  to  send  into  that  country  at  all, 
because  as  a  civilised  Power  we  are 
bound  by  the  general  principles  of  jus- 
tice and  humanity,  and  we  have  no 
right  to  act  otherwise  in  dealing  with 
uncivilised  countries.     My  hon .  Friend 
near  me  has  gone  through  many  of  the 
points  of  the  case  upon  which  I  will 
not  endeavour  to  dwell.     With  regard 
to  the  Slave  Trade ;   with  regard  to 
the    cost    of    the    railway  —  a    very 
secondary  matter,  important  in  itself, 
but    secondary    in    comparison    with 
the  other  subjects    before    us ;  with 
regard  to  the  nature  of  the  labour  by 
which  the  railway  would  have  to  be 
made — and  there  again  Captain  Lugard 
tells  us  there  is  no  obtaining  labour  in 
Uganda  except  from  the  Chiefs  and  the 
Kings,  and  that  there  is  no  such  thing 
as  getting  contracts  with  the  natives 
themselves;  with  regard  to  the  cruisers, 
as  to  which  a  vague  and  void  hope  has 
been  held  out  without    the  smallest 
atom  of  proof — with  regard  to  all  these 
things  the  case  of  the  Government  is 
a  perfect  blank.     I  do  not  say  it  is 
impossible.     I  cannot  tell.     I  do  not 
pretend  to  possess  the  necessary  know- 
ledge for  forming  a  final  judgment  upon 
this  subject ;    but  I  say  it  is,  in  my 
opinion,  the   very  height  of   rashness 
and  of  recklessness,  in  the  absence  of 
such  knowledge,  to  incur  such  practical 
risks,  and  to  perpetrate  such  violations 
of  right  as  are  necessarily  involved  in 
the  assumptions  of  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman without  any  proper  information 
to  guide  us,  and  for  my  part,  in  the 
present   state  of  things,  and   without 
attempting  to  say  what  judgment  would 
be  arrived  at  had  this  matter  been  in- 
quired into,  as  it  ought  to  have  been 
inquired  into,  by  a  Committee  of  this 
House,  or  by  some  competent  authority 
responsible  to  us,  I  will  wash  my  handl 
of  ail  responsibility  for  such  proceed- 
ings,  which  I  believe  to  be  probably 
without  any  parallel  in  the  history  of  this 
or  perhaps  any  other  Administration. 
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(11.64.)  Mb.  LABOUCHEBE 
(Northampton) :  Are  we  not  going  to 
have  an  answer  from  somehon.  Gentle- 
man opposite?  In  regard  to  one  matter 
I  can  give  an  answer.  I  received  an 
intimation  the  other  day  from  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  that  if  I  applied  at  No.  2,  Pall 
Mall  East,  I  should  receive  an  answer 
to  certain  questions.  The  next  day  I 
did  receive  a  letter  from  the  secretary 
of  this  company.  Now,  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  asked  respecting  the 
financial  position  of  the  company  at 
the  present  moment,  and  I  have  here  a 
statement  about  it.  The  subscribed 
capital  is  £552,140,  in  shares  of  £20  each, 
of  which  £12  are  paid.  Two-tenths 
have  been  expended  in  making  treaties 
and  securing  the  territory  for  the  British 
sphere  of  influence.  One-tenth  has 
been  expended  in  administration 
charges;  three-tenths  uncalled;  capital 
in  hand  four-tenths,  represented  by 
assets.  The  company  was  at  its  out- 
set engaged  in  assuring  the  footing  in 
the  interior  which  enabled  the  British 
Government  to  secure  a  favourable 
settlement  with  Germany  and  Italy  as 
to  the  sphere  of  influence,  and  they 
have  since  been  occupied  in  explorations 
and  in  negotiations  with  chiefs,  which 
have  placed  Uganda  under  the  sphere 
of  British  influence  and  control.  These 
operations  had  prevented  its  entering 
on  any  trade  whatever.  Mark,  it  has 
not  traded  at  all,  and  the  earnings  of 
the  company  have  in  great  part  been 
confined  to  customs  receipts,  which, 
however,  showed  very  considerable 
vitality  and  power  of  increase.  The 
gross  income  in  excess  of  customs 
during  1891  had  reached  £6,000  over 
the  agreed  yearly  payment  for  the  whole 
concession.  Now,  Sir,  when  a  charter 
is  given  a  very  remarkable  process  takes 
place.  Any  gentleman  can  ask  for  a 
charter.  They  apply  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Council,  I  think  it  is  called.  [An 
hon.  Member:  Divide  I]  If  hon. 
Gentlemen  think  they  are  going  to  get 
the  Vote,  I  would  point  out  that  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  told  us  this 
evening  that  he  is  taking  private 
Members'  days  because  he  anticipated 
considerable  discussion  on  the  Supple- 


mentary Estimates,  and  no  far  as  I  ana 
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concerned  I  am  not  going  to  do  any- 
thing that  would  preventthe  prophecyof 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  coming  true. 
We  want  details.  Wearesickandtiredof 
right  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  giving  us 
no  sort  of  information,  and  depending 
on  the  inarticulate  cries  of  their  sup- 
porters to  put  an  end  to  the  Debates. 
We  consider  this  a  most  important 
question.  We  have  had  one  speech  from 
the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Under  Sec- 
retary for  Foreign  Affairs  introducing  this 
matter,  and  we  have  had  another  from 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Leader  on  this  side  of  the 
House  has  asked  a  series  of  ques- 
tions. They  are  addressed  to  Her 
Majesty's  Government,  but  I  also  think 
they  are  as  fairly  addressed  to  the  direc- 
tors of  this  very  remarkable  company. 
Those  directors  I  think  have  acted  with 
gross  unfairness  to  Her  Majesty's 
Government  if  they  did  not  give  them 
the  Report  of  Captain  Lugard,  or  if  in 
giving  that  Report  to  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  they  put  -'private  and 
confidential "  upon  it.  I  understood 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said 
it  was  on  his  copy,  and  therefore  he  was 
unable  to  submit  that  Report  to  the 
House.  The  Tight  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Midlothian  has  asked 
specifically  whether  we  are  going  to 
have  that  Report.  Sir,  I  tell  right 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  that  they 
will  not  evade  that  Report  getting 
to  the  public.  It  is  in  the  hands 
of  Gentlemen  on  this  side  of  the 
House,  and  there  are  in  this  country 
Liberal  newspapers,  and  therefore  I 
strongly  recommend  some  director  of 
the  company  to  get  up  in  his  place  and 
allow  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to 
submit  it  to  the  House  of  Commons, 
and  let  us  distinctly  know  what 
Captain  Lugard  did  report.  Captain 
Lugard  was  an  officer,  as  I  understand 
it,  in  Her  Majesty's  Service.  He  was 
not  on  half-pay.  He  is  receiving  pay 
from  the  Government,  and  he  was  sent 
out  by  this  company.  He  is  therefore 
responsible  not  only  to  this  company, 
but  to  this  House  and  to  the  Govern- 
ment ;  yet,  although  they  bad  a  Report 
from  him  a  year  ago — privately  and 
confidentially  communicated  to  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer — they  now 
come  forward  and  want  to  slip  this  Vote 
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through  the  House,  and  it  is  only 
thanks  to  my  right  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Derby  that  this  was 
prevented. 

It  being  Midnight,  the  Chairman 
left  the  Chair  to  make  his  report  to 
the  House. 

Resolutions  to  be  reported  to- 
morrow, at  Two  of  the  clock. 

Committee  also  report  Progress;  to 
sit  again  to-morrow,  at  Two  of  the 
-clock. 


Allotments  Bill. 
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FiSE   GRANT    (SCOTLAND). 
EDUCATION  AND  LOCAL  TAXATION  RELIEF 

(SCOTLAND). 

Resolution  [29th  February]  (see  page 
1075)  reported,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  The  Lord 
Advocate,  Mr.  Balfour,  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  and  Mr.  Solicitor  General  for 
Scotland. 

Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.  [Bill  208.] 

MILITARY     LANDS     (CONSOLIDATION 
BILL.— (No.  184.) 

SECOND   READING. 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
WAR  (Mr.  E.  Stanhope,  Lincolnshire, 
Hornca8tle) :  I  hope  the  House  will 
allow  the  Second  Reading  to  be  taken 
now.  It  is  a  purely  consolidation  Bill, 
and  we  propose  that  it  should  be  sent 
to  a  Committee  upstairs  to  examine  it 
and  see  that  the  object  is  earned  out 
by  the  details. 

"Mr.  SHAW  LEFEVRE  (Bradford, 
•Central) :  I  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man to  postpone  the  Bill  until  he  can 
give  me  an  answer  to  the  communica- 
tion I  have  made  to  him. 

Second  Reading  defeiTed  till  Monday 
next. 

PLUMBERS'    REGISTRATION     BILL. 

(No.  95.) 
SECOND   READING. 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Mr.  KNOWLES  (Salford,  W.) :  I 
hope  the  House  will  take  the  Second 
Reading  on  the  understanding  that  the 
Bill  shall  be  sent  to  a  Select  Com- 
mittee. The  object  of  the  Bill  will 
be  found  clearly  stated  on  the  back. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Select  Committee. 

Mr.  Labouchere 


LABOURERS'   (IRELAND)    ALLOT- 
MENTS BILL.-  (No.  94.) 

COMMITTEE. 

Considered  in  Committee. 
(In  the  Committee.) 

Dr.  TANNER  (Cork  Co.,  Mid.):  It  is 
with  the  assent  of  the  Government, 
and  I  think  most  of  the  Conservative 
Members  now  present — many  of  whom 
I  have  spoken  to — that  I  ask  that  the 
Committee  stage  may  now  be  taken.  I 
understood  no  objection  would  be 
taken. 

Colonel  WARING  (Down,  N.) :  I 
hope  this  small  measure  will  be  allowed 
to  go  forward. 

Clause  1  agreed  to,  without  Amend- 
ment. 

Clauses  2  and  3  agreed  to,  with 
Amendments. 

New  Clause — 

(Power  of  Sanitary  Authority  to 
increase  Plot.) 

The  Sanitary  Authority  may,  subject  to  the 
same  provisions  and  with  the  same  powers  at 
apply  to  the  provision  of  the  plot  in  the  first 
instance,  increase  the  plot  attached  to  any 
existing  cottage  provided:  under  the  said  Acts, 
but  bo,  nevertheless,  that  the  whole  plot  shall 
not  exceed  an  acre.— {M n  Knox.} 

Clause  read  a  second  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Clause  be  added  to  the  Bill." 
— (Dr.  Tanner.) 

Mr.  SEXTON  (Belfast,  W.) :  I  hope 
the  Government  will  not  object  to 
giving  the  Sanitary  Authorities  the 
same  power  in  relation  to  cottages 
already  in  existence  as  is  by  this  Bill 
conferred  for  erections  in  the  future, 
where  a  Board  of  Guardians  may  see 
fit  to  exercise  it.  I  think  it  is  not  ad- 
visable to  set  up  such  a  distinction  be- 
tween labourers  as,  without  tUs  clause, 
must  exist. 

The  CHIEF  SECBETABT  fob 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Jackson,  Leeds,  N.): 
I  am  afraid  it  is  quite  impossible  to 
agree  to  the  proposal  to  apply  this  to 
the  cottages  already  erected.  Then 
would  be  great  difficulty  in  acquiring 
the  land  even  if  it  were  desirable  to  do 
so.  So  far  as  the  Bill  goes,  I  do  note* 
there  is  any  objection  to  the  Santtarf 
Authority  having  the  power,  to;  exttw 
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the  quantity  of  land  to  an  acre  in 
future,  but  I  am  not  prepared  to  extend 
that  power. 

Mr.  SEXTON :  Will  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  consider  whether  it  would 
be  possible  to  allow  the  half  acre  to  be 
added,  even  though  it  may  not  adjoin 
the  existing  plot  ?  Would  it  not  be 
possible  for  the  Guardians  to  allow  a 
division  of  the  acre,  half  an  acre  being 
elsewhere  but  in  the  vicinity  ? 

Mr.  JACKSON  :  I  cannot  give  any 
pledge  of  the  kind.  I  can  see  it  would 
be  extremely  difficult  to  work  a  plan 
under  which  half  the  land  might  be  at 
a  considerable  distance  from  the 
cottage. 

Dr.  TANNEE  :  I  saw  many  in- 
stances last  year  to  which  this  clause 
might,  with  great  assistance  to 
labourers,  be  applied.  I  hope  it  may 
be  possible  for  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man on  Report  to  agree  to  such  a 
clause  in  some  form. 

Mr.  CONYBEARE  (Cornwall,  Cam- 
borne) :  It  is  no  uncommon  thing  in 
England  to  have  allotment  grounds  at 
a  considerable  distance  from  the  cot- 
tages, and  I  cannot  see  where  the 
difficulty  would  arise  in  the  present 
case.  I  quite  admit  it  would  be  diffi- 
cult to  get  possession  of  ground  im- 
mediately adjoining  a  cottage,  but  it 
might  be  obtained  within  a  reason- 
able distance.  If  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  can  see  nothing  beyond  a 
technical  objection,  I  think  it  would  be 
more  gracious  to  undertake  to  consider 
the  point. 

Mr.  SEXTON:  I  hope  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  will  re-consider  it,  and 
whether  it  is  wise  to  create  two  classes 
of  allotments  in  this  way. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Bill  reported,  as  amended  ;  to  be  con- 
sidered to-morrow. 

MOTION. 


TRUSTEE  8AVING8  BANKS. 


TRUST    INVESTMENT    ACT    (1889)   AMEND- 
MENT BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Oldroyd,  Bill  to  amend 
u  The  Trust  Investment  Act,  1889,"  ordered  to 
be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Oldroyd,  Lord  Brooke, 
Mr.  Uully,  Sir  Matthew  White  Ridley,  and  Mr. 
Rowntree. 

Bill  presented,  and  read  first  time.£Bill  207.] 


Return  ordered — 

In  the  following  form,  from  each  Trustee* 
Savings  Bank  in  the  United  Kingdom,  showing 
the  whole  of  the  transactions  which  took  place 
in  the  year  ended  the  20th  day  of  November, 
1891,  as  far  as  regards  moneys  placed  in  the 
hands  of  the  Trustees  of  such  Savings  Banks 
for  investment  other  than  with  the  Commis- 
sioners for  the  Reduction  of  the  National  Debt, 
pursuant  to  the  16th  section  of  the  Act  26  and 
27  Vic.  c.  87 ;  also  showing,  at  the  20th  day  of 
November,  1891,  the  liability  of  the  Trustees 
of  such  Savings  Banks  to  Depositors  in  respect 
of  moneys  received  for  investment  pursuant  to* 
the  said  16th  section  of  the  Act  26  and  27  Vic. 
c.  87,  and  the  nature  and  amount,  in  detail,  of 
all  assets,  including  the  reserve  fund  (if  any) 
held  to  meet  the  same. 

Return  of  Transactions  pursuant  to  the  16th 
section  of  the  Act  26  and  27  Vict.  c.  87,  and 
the  Rule  of  the  Savings  Bank. 

Debtor. 

Uninvested  Balance  in  hands  of  the 
Treasurer  at  20th  November,  1890.  Sums. 
received  from  Depositors  for  investment  in 
the  year  ended  20th  November,  1891.  Interest 
received  from  Investments  in  the  year  ended 
20th  November,  1891.  Sums  received  for 
Securities  Sold  or  Paid  off  in  the  year  ended 
20th  November,  1891,  viz  -.—Amount — Nature 
of  Securities — Sums  Received — Other  Receipts 
(in  detail). 

Creditor. 

Sums  paid  to  Depositors  in  respect  of  In- 
vestments in  year  ended  20th  November,  1891* 
Sums  paid  to  Depositors  for  Interest  on  In- 
vestments in  year  ended  20th  November, 
1891.  Sums  paid  for  Management.  Sums 
paid  for  Commission  on  Purchases  and  Sales 
of  Securities,  year  ended  20th  November, 
1891.  Sums  paid  for  Securities  bought  in  the 
year  ended  20th  November,  1891,  viz.: — 
Amount — Nature  of  Securities — Sums  Paid — 
Uninvested  Balance  in  the  hands  of  the 
Treasurer  at  the  20th  November,  1891. 

Liability  to  Depositors  at  the  20th  day  of 
November,  1891,  in  respect  of  Moneys  received 
for  Investment  pursuant  to  the  16th  section 
of  the  Act  26  and  27  Vice.  87. 

Nature  and  Amount,  in  detail,  of  all  Assets, 
including  the  Reserve  Fund  (if  any)  held  to 
meet  above  Liability  to  Depositors,  pursuant 
to  the  16th  section  of  the  Act  26  and  27  Vic. 
c.  87 :—  Nature  of  Assets — Amount  of  Assets 
— Uninvested  Balance  in  Treasurer's  Hands. 

We  do  hereby  certify  that  the  aforegoing  is 
a  true  account. 

Witness    our   hand   this  day    of 

189     . 

Two  Trustees  (or)  Two  Managers  (or)  a 
Trustee  and  a  Manager  of  the  said  Savings 
Bank.    Witness— Secretary  or  Actuary. 

(In  continuation  of  Parliamentary  Paper, 
No.  94,  of  Session  1890-91.)"— (Sir  John 
Gorst.) 

Copy  presented  accordingly  ;    to  lie 

upon  the   Table,   and  to    be  printed. 

[No.  97.] 

House  adjourned  at  a  quarter 
after  Twelve  o'clock. 
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Explanation  of  the  Abbreviations. 


Bills,  Read  ln,  1°,  2*,  2°,  3»,  3°,  Read  the 
First,  Second,  or  Third  Time. 

1R.,  2R.,  3R.  Speech  delivered  on 
First,  Second,  or  Third  Reading. 

Adj.     Adjourned. 

Admy.     Admiralty. 

Amendt.    Amendment. 

A.,  As.     Answers. 

Cols.     Colonies. 

c.    Commons. 

Com.    Committee. 


com.    Committed. 
Dept.    Department. 
Intro.    Introduced. 
I.    Lords. 

Obe.    Observations. 
Q.,  Qs.    Questions. 
Re-com.    Re-committed. 
Rep.    Reported. 
R.P.    Report  Progress. 
Reso.    Resolution. 
Sec.    Secretary. 


The   subjects   of  Debate,   as  far  as    possible,  are  classified  under  General  Headings: — e.g.. 

Army — Board  op  Agriculture — Board  op  Trade — Colonies — Education — India 

Ireland — Navy — Parliament — Post  Office — Scotland,  &c. 


Abbotsbury  Railway 

^    Provisional  Order  Bill,  118 

Aberdeen    Postmaster  —  (see    POST 
OFFICE) 

Abraham,    Mr.    William,    Glamorgan, 

Rhowlda 
County  Court  Judges  in  Wales,  861 

Abraham,  Mr.  \\7.,Linicrickt  W. 

Fisheries  (Ireland)  (No.  2)  Bill,  Intro.  165 
(ilin  Board  of  Guardians,  $76 
Queen's  Speech  (Treason  Felony  Prisoners), 
367 
VOL.  I.      [new  (fourth)  series] 

[VOL.  CCCLV1I.,  O.S.] 


Accidents  on  Railways 

Lancashire  and  Yorkshire  Railway,  888 
Returns  of,  877 

Acland,  Mr.  A.  H.  Dyke,  York,  W.R., 
Rothcrham 

Elementary    Education  (Schools  receiving 

Special  Grants)  Return,  555 
Pauper  Relief  Return,  821 
Public  Meetings  in  Schoolrooms,  1404,  1409 
Teachers'  Registration  Bill,  Intro.  827 

ADDisoN,Mr.J.E.W..J$fctoi-tM<fer-L?/w0 

Established  Church  in  Wales,  1079 
Vexatious  Indictments  Acts,  1796 
4  D 
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AMB ARC 


Administration    of  Justice,    Trinidad, 
1491 

ADMIRALTY  (see  NAVY) 

First  Lord  of  (see  Hamilton,  Lord  0.  F.) 
Civil  Lord  of  (see  Ashmead-BartUtt,  Mr.  E.) 
Secretary  to  (see  Forwood,  Mr,  A.  B.) 

Advocate,    The    Lord    (see  Pearson, 
Sir  0.  J.) 

Age  Pensions  (see  Greenwich  Hospital) 

J*  Agents  Provocateurs"  (see  Anarchist) 

Agrarian  Outrages  (Ireland) 
Returns  presented  [by  Command],  555 

AGRICULTURAL  DEPARTMENT— 

(see  BOARD  of  AGRICULTURE) 

Agricultural  Holdings  Bill  [c  No.  68] 

Intro.  Mr.  Channing ;  read  1°,  163 

Agricultural  Holdings  (see  Small  Agri- 
cultural Holdings) 
Notice  of  Bill,  Mr.  Chaplin,  42 

Agricultural  Labourers,  11,  27,  49,  134 

Agricultural    Labourers     (Ireland) 
Bill  [c.  No.  69] 

Intro.  Mr.  Tuite  ;  Read  1°,  163 

Agricultural  Produce  and  Parcel  Post, 
811 

Agricultural  Tenants  Improvements 

BUI  [c.  No.  181] 

Intro.  Mr.  Seale-Hayne ;  Read  1°,  827 


Ainslie,  Mr.  W.  G.,  Lancashire,  N. 
Lonsdale 

Public  Meetings  in  Schoolrooms,  1431 
Queen's  Speech,  Address,  145 

Albert  University,  455 

(see  also  EDUCATION—  Gresham  Univer- 
sity) 

Aldermen  as  County  Councillors,  189 

Allison,  Mr.  R.  A,  Cumberland,  Eskdale 

Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  (England)  Bill, 
Intro.  167 

Allotments  Acts  of  1887,  896 
Returns  ordered  (Mr.  Channing) ,  1332 

Ambrose,  Mr.  W.,  Middlesex,  Harrow 
Industrial  and  Provident  Societies  Bill,  801 
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Ambrose,  Mr.  W. — conU 
Local  Government  (Ireland)  BUI,  753 
Married  Women  Bill,  Intro.  165 
Public  Meetings  in  Schoolrooms,  1426 

America,  United  States  of 

Behring  Sea  Dispute,  3, 23, 151,  362 
British  Convicts  and  U.S.,  Q.  Mr.  Gil 
Mr.  J.  W.  Lowther,  1494 

Canada  and  U.S.  Reciprocity,  680 

Chicago  World's  Fair  Commission,  C 
Lane,  A.  Sir  J.  Gorst,  1883 ;  Irish  1 
sentatwe,  Q.  Sir  T.  Esmonde,  A. 
Gorst,  1793 

M'Kinley  Tariff  and  West  Indies,  870, 
1787 ;  other  States,  Q.  Colonel  H.  Vt 
A.  Mr.  J.  W.  Lowther,  1384 

Washington  Maritime  Conference,  Q 
Gourley,  A.  Sir  M.  H.  Beach,  900 

"  Anarchist "  Prosecution 

Q.  Mr.  C.  Graham,  A.  Mr.  Matt 
697 

Anglo-Spanish  Tariff 

Q.  Mr.  Schwann,  A.  Mr.  J.  W.  Loi 
319 

Annuities    under  Congested    Disl 
Act,  186 

Anstruther,  Mr.  H.  T.,   St.  Andi 
Ac. 
Steam  Trawlers'  Speed,  873 

Arabi  Pasha,  Removal  of 

Q.  Mr.  C.  Graham,  A.  Mr.  J.  W.  Low 
451 

Arbitration  (International),  3,  24, 
151,  1813 


Arbitration  Act,  1889 
Agreements  in  Scottish  Contracts,  563 

Arboriculture,  1523,  1635 

Archdeaconry    of    Cornwall 

[I  No.  5] 

Presented,Lord  Mount-Edgoumbe;  Bead 
Read  2*  and  committed,  873 
Committee  reported,  1760 

Architects1     Registration     Bill 

[c.  No.  204] 

Intro.  Mr.  Atherley-Jones ;  Read  1°,  17 

Argentina 

Financial  Condition,  and  Naturalist 
Laws,  Qs.  Mr.  Baumann,  As.  Mr.  X 
Lowther,  1228 


ABM ARM 


Armenian  Prisoners 
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Army — cont. 


ABM ATH 


Report  in  Daily  News,  Q.  Mr.  Schwann,  A. 
Mr.  J.  W.  Lowther,  458 

ARMY  (see  also  WAR  OFFICE) 

Allowances,  •  Militia  and  Volunteer  Artillery 
Officers,  1615 

Appropriation  Account,   1890-91,  Copy  pres. 
with  Report,  556 

Army  Pensions,  Q.  Major  Rasch,  A.  Mr.  E. 
Stanhope,  1208 

Artillery  Ranges,  Maplin  Sands,  Q.  Mr. 
Labouchere,  A.  Sir  J.  Gorst,  449 

Autumn  Manoeuvres,   Q.    Mr.   Gourley,    A. 

Mr.  E.  Stanhope,  1615 
Balaclava  Survivors,   Qs.   Mr.   Flynn,  Dr. 

Tanner,   A.  Mr.  E.  Stanhope,   1381 ;   Qs. 

Mr.    0.   V.  Morgan,  Mr.  Mac  Neill,  Mr. 

M'Cartan,  A.  Mr.  Stanhope,  1505  ;  Q.  Mr. 

Flynn,  A.  Mr.  Stanhope,    1625   (see  also 

Crimean) 

Burma,  Forces  in,  Qs.  Mr.  Buchanan,  As. 
Mr.  Stanhope,  1621,  Mr.  Curzon,  1792 

Carlow  Barracks,  Q.  Dr.  Tanner,  A.  Mr. 
Stanhope,  1791 

Conditions  of  Service,  Q.  Lord  Wantage,  A. 
Earl  Brownlow,  174  ;  Report  on,  Q.  Sir  H. 
Ha velock- Allan,  A.  Mr.  Stanhope,  455 

Contracts  and  Government  Factories,  Qs. 
Col.  H.  Vincent,  Capt.  Bowles,  As.  Mr. 
Stanhope,  314  ;  Qs.  Mr.  C.  Graham,  Capt. 
Bowles,  Mr.  Howard,  A.  Mr.  Stanhope, 
891 

Contracts  for  Socks,  Q.  Mr.  Logan,  A.  Mr. 
Stanhope,  677 

Crimean  and  Indian  Mutiny  Pensioners, 
Q.  Major  Rasch,  A.  Mr.  Stanhope, 
461  ;  Q.  Mr.  Leon,  A.  Mr.  Stanhope, 
811  ;  Qs.  Mr.  Leng,  Mr.  A.  O'Connor,  Mr. 
E.  Robertson,    A.  Mr.  Stanhope,  1012 

Deferred  Pensions,  Chelsea  Hospital,  1208 

Dismissals,  Mr.  Jeffries,  Q.  Mr.  C.  Graham, 
A.  Mr.  Stanhope,  680 ;  Mr.  Shallard,  Q. 
Mr.  C.  Graham,  A.  Mr.  Stanhope,  823 ; 
Men  at  Enfield,  Q.  Mr.  J.  Stuart,  A.  Mr. 
Stanhope,  1378 

Estimates,  1892-3,  Copy  pres.,  1000 

Government  Clothing  Factory,  Q.  Mr.  S. 
Buxton ;  A.  Mr.  Stanhope,  1238 

Henry  Barrel  Company,  Q.  Mr.  J.  Row- 
lands, Capt.  Bowles,  As.  Mr.  Stanhope, 
1016,  1515 

Magazine  Rifle,  Q.  Mr.  Hanbury,  A.  Mr- 
Stanhope,  1634 

Militant  Leave  (India),  Q.  Mr.  Webb,  A. 
Mr.  Stanhope,  1512 

Militia  Artillery  Candidates,  468 

Militia  and  Volunteer  Artillery,  Q.  Col. 
Hill,  A.  Mr.  Stanhope,  1615 

Naval  Artillery  Volunteers,  Qs.  Dr.  Cameron, 
Sir  H.  Fletcher,  As.  Mr.  Stanhope,  1025, 
1629  (see  also  Navy) 

Norfolk  Militia  Training,  Q.  Mr.  S.  Hoare, 
A.  Mr.  Stanhope,  822 

Ordnance  Factories   Appropriation  Account, 

Copy  pres.,  556 
Ordnance  Factories,  Overtime,  824 

[cont. 


Ordnance  Store  Department  Labourers,  Q„ 
Col.  Hughes,  A.  Mr.  Stanhope,  671 

Pensioners  and  Reserve  Men  Employed,  Q» 
Mr.  Hanbury,  A.  Mr.  Stanhope,  1288 

Pouches  and  Belts  Contract,  Q.  Mr.  J„ 
Rowlands,  A.  Mr.  Stanhope,  696 

Presbyterian     Army    Chaplains,    Q.    Mr. 

Buchanan,  A.  Mr.  Stanhope,  1210 
Recruiting  Committee's  Report,  Q.  Sir  W. 

Barttelot,  A.  Mr.  Stanhope,  1027  (see  also. 

1223,  1516) 

Retirement  Rules,  Q.  Mr.  A.  O'Connor,  A.. 
Mr.  Stanhope,  1515 

Rifle  Ranges,  Newtownards  and  Portmar- 
nock,  Qs.  Mr.  Macartney,  Mr.  Clancy,  As. 
Mr.  Stanhope,  826 

Roberts,  Lord,  and  Wantage  Committee. 
1223 

Royal  Irish  Rifles,  Training  of,  Q.  Mr- 
Johnston,  A.  Mr.  Stanhope,  455 

Rural  Postmen,  Soldiers  as,  1794 
Signalling    Instruction,    Q.      Mr.    O.    V.. 

Morgan,  A.  Mr.  Stanhope,  1800 
Small  Arms  Factory  Prices,  891 

Unclaimed  Balances,  Deceased  Soldiers,  Q- 
Mr.  Hanbury,  A.  Mr.  Stanhope,  1288 

Unpensioned  Veterans,  461,  811,  1012,  1381  ~ 
1505 

Volunteer  Commanding  Officers,  Q.  CoL 
Malcolm,  A.  Mr.  Stanhope,  561 

Wantage's,  Lord,  Committee,  Qs.  Viscount. 
Curzon,  Sir  H.  Havelock-Allan,  As.  Mr- 
Stanhope,  1223, 1516  (also  174,  455,  1027) 

Webster's,  Sergt.-Major,  Pension,  Q.  CoL 
Nolan,  A.  Mr.  Stanhope,  1012 

Woolwich  Arsenal  Labourers'  Wages,  Q.  Mr.. 
Mather,  A.  Mr.  Stanhope,  1621 

Woolwich  Arsenal,  Nightwork,  Qs.  Col.  H- 
Vincent,  Mr.  Muhdella,  A.  Mr.  Stanhope,. 
824 

Artificial  Manures,  fto.  (Adulteration). 
Bill  [c.  No.  127] 

Intro.  Mr.  Channing ;  Read  1°,  172 

Ashbourne  Act,  479,  486,  489 

Ashmead-Bartlett,  Mr.  E.  (Civil  Lord 
of  the  Admiralty),  Sheffield,  Eccles- 
hall 

Greenwich  Hospital,  1646 

Haulbowline  Dock,  816 

Assessments  of  Property 
Assimilation  of  Imperial  and  Local,  322 

Atherley-Jone8,    Mr.    L.,    Durham,, 

N.W. 

Architects'  Registration  Bill,  Intro.  1712 

Employers'     Liability     Law     Amendment 
Bill,  1712 

Athlone  Union 
Erection  of  Labourers'  Cottages,  890 
4  D  2 
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Attorney  General  (see  Webster,  Sir 
R.  E.) 

Attorney  General  for  Ireland  (see 
Madden,  Bight  Hon.  D.  H.) 

Austin,  Mr.  J.,  York,   W.B.,  Osgold- 
cross 

Ooole  Stamp  Distributor,  1687 

Australia  (see  COLONIES) 
Bain,  Sir  James,  Whitehaven 

Southampton  Docks  Bill,  1587 
Whitehaven  Sanitary  District,  1871 

Baird,  Mr.  J.  G.  A.,  Glasgow,  Central 

Education  and  Local  Taxation,  Ac.,  Bill, 

1280 
Mining  Accidents  Insurance  (Scotland)  Bill, 

Intro.,  554 

Balaclava  Six  Hundred,  1381,  1625 
(Also  see  under  Army) 

BALFOUR,  Right  Hon.  A.  J.  (First 

Lord  of  the  Treasury^,  Manchester, 

E. 

Belfast  Corporation  (Lunatic  Asylums,  Ac.) 
Bill,  2R.  1604,  1608,  1609 

Black  Rod,  1526 

Business  of  the  House,  48,  907,910,1081, 
1244,  1399,  1580,  1642,  1822  (see  also 
Morning  Sittings) 

Church  in  Wales,  The,  1109 
Count  Out,  908 

-County  Court  Judges  in  Wales,  856,  861 
De  Cobain,  Mr.,  43,  204,  1032,  1401 
Diplomatic  Vote,  1532 
Education  and  Local   Taxation,  &c.    Bill 
1315, 1447  , 

Education   Grants,  Irish  and  Scotch,  570 
Elementary  Schools  and  Rates,  1797 
"Equivalent  Grant"  to  Scotland,  199, 1530 
Evicted  Tenants  (Ireland)  Bill,  1801 
Financial  Relations  Committee,  1800 
Goole  Stamp  Distributor,  1637 
Gresham  University  Charter,  1244, 1531 
Insurance  of  Children,  463 
Labourers'  (Ireland)  Bill,  657 

Local  Government  (Ireland)  Bill,  Notice  of 
Motion  42,  1R.  700,  746,  771,  777,  A.  910 

Morning  Sittings,  Notice  of,  1639,  1801, 
1808,  1810,  1815,  1818,  1821 

Municipal  Franchise  (Ireland)  Bill,  1186 

Private  Bills  Procedure  (Ireland  and  Scot- 
land), Notice,  42,  for  Leave,  1447 

Public  Meetings  in  Schoolrooms,  1423,  1426, 
1434,  1440,  1446 

Queen's  Speech,  Address,  71 

Rates  Division  of,  1525 

School  Boards,  Conduct  of  late,  1797 

[cont. 


Balfour,  Right  Hon.  A.  3.— cont. 

Shop  Hours  Bill,  1181 

Sittings  of  the  House,  1642  ;  see  also 
Morning  Sittings  and  Business  of  the 
House 

State  and  Old  Age  Pensions,  202,  902 

Supplementary  Estimates,  1899 

Supply—Civil  Services,  South  Africa,  1833 
Embassies,  Ac.,  Vote,  1822 
National  Teachers'  Fund,  1556,  1561 
Relief  of  Distress,  Ireland,  1569 

Balfour,     Mr.    Gerald    W.,    Leeds, 
Central 

Rating  of  Machinery  Bill,  Intro.  168 
Ballantine,  Mr.  W.  H.  W.,  Coventry 

Espionage  Sentence  on  Bedwell,  1024 
Vaccination  Prosecutions,  Suspension,  1498 

Ballot  Act,  Illiterate  Voters,  797,  863 

Ballot  Aot  (1872)  Amendment  BUI 

[c.  No.  189] 

Intro.  Col.  Waring  ;  Read  1°,  1128 

Banes,  Major  6.  E.,  West  Ham,  S. 

Churchwardens  and  Overseers,  694 
Banking  Reserve  (see  Currency) 

Bank  of  England 

Applications  for  Advances  to  Government, 
664 

Bankruptcies     and     Arrangements 
Bill  [c.  No.  150] 

Intro.  Mr.  Chance ;  Read  1°,  328 
Bann  and  Barrow  Drainage,  452, 815 
Barrinoton,  Viscount 

Medina  Tunnel  BiU,  2R.  872 

Bart  ley,  Mr.  G.  G.  T.,  Islington,  N. 

Business  of  the  House,  1820 

Gresham  University  Charter,  1244 

Income  Tax  Special  Commiasionership,  567 

Lighting  the  Library,  566 

Occupying  Tenants'  Enfranchisement  Bill, 
Intro.  323 

Old  Age  Provident  Pensions  BiU,  Intro.  162 

Outdoor  Provident  Relief  BiU,  Intro.  172 

South  Kensington  Museum  Designs,  566 

Barton,  Mr.  D.  P.,  Armagh,  Mid 

Evicted  Tenants  (Ireland)  Bill,  1685 
Municipal  Franchise  (Ireland)  Bill,  622,  686 
Queen's  Speech,  on  Amendment,  497 
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Babttelot,   Bight  Hon.   Sir  W.   B., 
Sussex,  North  West 

Foot-and-Mouth  Disease,  1528 
Recruiting  Committee's  Report,  1027 

Baumann,  Mr.  A.  A.,  Peckham 

Argentina,  Financial  Condition,  1228 
Brazil  and  Argentine,  Naturalisation  in, 

1228 
Fleet  Street  Post  Office,  1632 
Justices  of  the  Peace  Bill,  Amendment,  608 
Shop  Hours  BUI,  1135 

BEACH,  Bight  Hon.  Sir  M.  E.  Hicks 

(President  of  the  Board  of  Trade), 

Bristol,  W. 

Death  of  James  Chard  (Choules),  180,  898 

Fish  Landed  at  Brixham,  670 

Fogs  and  Deaths  from  Drowning,  194 

Foreign  Tariffs,  180 

Holywood  Pier,  Co.  Down,  817 

Irish  Cattle  Truck  Rates,  671 

Level  Crossings,  L.  &  Y.  Railway,  888 

Local  Government  (Ireland)  Bill,  1188 

Naval  Gun  Practice,  Plymouth,  689 

Overcrowding  on  Railways,  898, 1390 

Overloading  Prosecutions,  1239 

Patent  Office  Surplus,  560 

Queen's  Speech,  Address,  109 

Railway  Accidents  Return,  877 

Railway   Rates   and   Charges    Provisional 
Orders,  118, 119,  1024 

Railway     Servants'    Hours,    570;     Select 
Committee,  574 

Railway  Station  Names,  674 

St.  Catherine's  Lighthouse,  321 

Sale  of  Frozen  Meat,  1799 

Saving  Life  at  Sea,  Decoration  for,  558 

Scottish  Pier  Works,  Form  of  Agreements, 

563 
Scottish  Railways,  1500 
Ships'  Lights,  1501 
Steamer  "  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,"  1517 
Trades  Unions,  Report  on,  193 
Tunnel  Railways,  London,  1233 
Washington  Maritime  Conference,  900 
Wrecks  on  Glamorgan  Coast,  1367  i 

BedwelVs,  Mr.,  Sentence 

Q.  Mr.  Ballantine,  A.  Mr.  J.  W.  Lowther, 
1025 

Beer  Adulteration  Bill  [c.  No.  113]. 

Intro.  Col.  Kenyon-Slaney ;  Read  1°,  170 

Bmp     Adulteration     (No.    2.)    Bill 

[c.  No.  167] 

Intro.  Mr.  Quilter  ;  Read  1°,  572 

Behring  Sea,  3,  23,  151,  382 


Belfast   City    Central  Station   and. 
Railways  Bill 

Debated,  and  Read  2°,  1333 

Belfast  Corporation  (Lunatic  Asy- 
lums, fto.)  Bill 

Debated,  1334 ;  Read  2°,  1362 

Committed  to  Select  Committee ;  Instruction 
proposed,  1491 

Adjourned  Debate,  1587 

Belfast,  East,  Representation  of 

Petition,  Mr.  T.  W.  Russell,  Mr.  Johnston* 
117 

Betting  and  Gambling  Laws 
Q.  Mr.  Morton,  A.  Mr.  Matthews,  196 

Betting  and   Loans   (Infants)   Bill 

[l.  No.  13] 

Presented,  Lord  Herschell;    Read  1%  418,, 
Read  2»,  1001 
Committee  reported,  1200 
Read  3*,  and  passed,  1465 

Betting  in  Streets  of  Belfast,  567 

Bigwood,   Mr.    J.,  Middlesex,  Brent- 
ford 

Delay  in  Letter  Deliveries,  1632 

Billingborough  Grown  Lands 
Allotments  granted,  826 

Birkbeck,  Sir  Edward,  Norfolk,  E. 

Foot-and-Mouth  Disease,  London,  181, 185,. 
1527 

Labourers'  Cottages  Gardens  Bill,    Intro. 

297 
Public  Meetings  in  Schoolrooms,  1433,  1434 

Berrell,  Mr,  A.,  Fife,  W. 

Education  and  Local  Taxation,  <fec,  Bill, 
1281 

Bishops'  Authority  Regulation  Bill 

[c.  No.  149] 

Intro.  Colonel  Sandys  ;  Read  1°,  299 

"Black Man,"  91,  397 

Black  Bod,  Yeoman  Usher  of 

Q.  Mr.  Labouchere,  A.  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour, 
1526 

Blane,  Mr.  A.,  Armagh,  S. 

Armagh    Guardians   and  Bann  Drainage, 
815 


Armagh  Prison,  1376 


[cont. 
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Blane,  Mr.  A. — cont. 

Belfast  Corporation  (Lunatic  Asylums)  Bill, 
1360,1602 

Clougher  Quarter  Sessions,  815 

Morning  Sittings,  1818 

Municipal    Franchise    (Ireland)  Bill,    637, 

1184 
Receivership  under  Land  Judges,  904,  1027 

Blundell,  Colonel  H.  B.  H.,  Lanca- 
shire, S.W.,  Ince 

Public  Meetings  in  Schoolrooms,  1419 
Street  Pavement,  1789 

BOARD  OF  AGRICULTURE 

President  (see  Chaplin,  Right  Hon.  JET.) 

Agricultural  Produce  by  Parcel  Post,  Q.  Sir 
E.  Grey,  A.  Sir  J.  Fergusson,  811 

Agricultural  Returns,  Q.  Mr.  Ghanning,  A. 
Mr.  Chaplin,  686;  Q.  Mr.  O'Kelly,  A. 
Mr.  Chaplin,  1229 

Allotment*  Act,  1887,  Qs.  Mr.  Cobb,  Mr. 
Channing,  A.  Mr.  Ritchie,  896 

Artificial  Manures,  dc.  (Adulteration)  Bill, 
1  R.  172 

Cattle  Disease,  Qs.  Earl  De  La  Warr,  Mar- 
quess of  Huntly,  Obs.  Earl  Cadogan,  869 

Com  Prices,  1891,  Tables  of,  1187 

Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs  Bill,  Q.  Mr. 
Channing,  A.  Mr.  Chaplin,  822 

Foot-and-Mouth  Disease : 

London,  Qs,  Mr.  Pic  ton,  Sir  E.  Birkbeck, 
Mr.  Channing,  Mr.  Jeffreys,  A.  Mr. 
Chaplin,  181 

Ireland,  Q.  Colonel  Waring,  A.  Sir  E. 
Birkbeck,  188 

Kent,  Qs.  Mr.  Knatchbull-Hugessen,  Mr. 
Picton,  A.  Mr.  Chaplin,  465 

Precautions,  Edinburgh  and  Ashurst,  Qs. 
Sir  E.  Birkbeck,  Sir  W.  Barttelot,  Sir 
U.  K.  Shuttleworth,  A.  Mr.  Chaplin, 
1528 

Sheppey,  Q.  Mr.  Channing,  A.  Mr.  Chap- 
lin, 686 

Slaughter  of  Animals,  Raw  Hides,  Qs. 
Mr.  Darling,  Colonel  Dawnay,  A.  Mr. 
Chaplin,  905 

Forestry  Cotnmittee  and  Board,  Q.  Mr. 
Harrison,  A.  Mr.  Chaplin,  1391 

Ordnance  Survey  Grievances,  Q.  Mr.  Fraser- 
Mackintosh,  A.  Mr.  Chaplin,  878 

Ordnance  Survey,  Select  Committee  ordered, 

300 
Small  Agricultural  Holdings  Bill,  1R.  911 

Uncultivated  Land  in  Great  Britain,  Q.  Mr. 
Gibbs,  A.  Mr.  Chaplin,  1223 

Veterinary  Department,  Q.  Mr.  Lawson,  A. 
Mr.  Chaplin,  1237 

BOARD  OF  TRADE 

President  (see  Beach,  Right  Hon.  Sir  M,  E. 
Hicks) 

Secretary  (Balfour  of  Burleigh,  Lord) 

[cont. 


Board  of  Trade — cont. 

Cattle  Truck  Rates,  Ireland,  Qs.  Mr.  Mahony, 
Colonel  Waring,  A.  Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach, 
671 

Chard  (Choules), Death  of,  Q.  Mr.  Mundella, 
Mr.  Channing,  James,  A.  Sir  M.  Hicks 
Beach,  179,  898 

Fish  Landed  at  Brixham,  Q.  Mr.  MaHock, 
A.  Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach,  670 

Fogs,  and  Deatlis  from  Drowning  (London 
Docks),  Qs.  Mr.  S.  Buxton,  Mr.  Schwann, 
Mr.  H.  Gardner,  A.  Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach, 
193 

Foreign  Tariffs,  Return  of,  Q.  Mr.  Leng,  A. 
Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach,  180 

Gun  Practice  off  Plymouth,  Q.  Mr.  Mildmay, 
A.  Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach,  689 

Holy  wood  Pier,  Co.  Down,  Q.  Mr.  Sexton, 
A.  Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach,  817 

Level  Crossings  on  Lancashire  and  York- 
shire Railway,  Q.  Mr.  Channing,  A.  Sir 
M.  Hicks  Beach,  888 

Lighthouse,  St.CatJierine's,  and  ss.  "Eider" 
Q.  Mr.  Lea,  A.  Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach,  321 

Lights  in  the  Red  Sea,  817 

Overcrowding  on  Railways,  Qs.  Mr.  J. 
Wilson,  A.  Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach,  896, 1390 

Overloading  Prosecutions,  Q.  Mr.  Staveley 
Hill ;  A.  Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach,  1289 

Patent-  Office  Surplus,  Q.  Mr.  Leng,  A.  Sir 
M.  Hicks  Beach,  560 

Railway  Accidents  Return,  Q.  Mr.  J.  Ellis 
A.  Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach,  877 

Railway  Rates  and  Charges  Provisional 
Orders,  118,  119,  Q.  Mr.  Tomlinson,  A. 
Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach,  1024 

Railway  Servants*  Hours,  Q.  Mr.  Channing, 
A.  Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach,  569 ;  re-appoint- 
ment of  Select  Committee,  573 

Railway  Station  Names,  Q.  Mr.  T.  D. 
Sullivan,  A.  Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach,  673 

Report  on  Trade  Unions,  Q.  Mr.  Howell,  A. 
Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach,  193 

Sale  of  Frozen  Meat,  Q.  Mr.  S.  Leighton, 
A.  Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach,  1799 

Saving  Life  at  Sea,  Decorations  for,  Q.  Mr. 
Broadhurst,  A.  Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach,  558 

Scottish  Pier  Works  and  Arbitration  Act,  Q. 
Mr.  Buchanan,  A.  Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach, 
563 

Scottish  Railways  Monopoly,  Q.  Mr. 
Buchanan,   A.  Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach,  1500 

Ships*  Lights,  Q.  Mr.  Morton,  A.  Sir  M. 
Hicks  Beach,  1501 

Steamer  "Sir  Walter  Raleigh,"  Disable- 
ment of,  Q.  Mr.  Deasy,  A.  Sir  M.  Hicks 
Beach,  1517 

Trade  Unions,  Report  om,  193 

Tunnel  Railways  in  London,  Q.  Mr.  T.  H. 
Bolton,  A.  Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach,  1233 

Washington  Maritime  Conference,  Q.  Mr. 
Gourley,  A.  Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach,  900 

Wrecks  on  Glamorgan  Coasts,  Q.  Mr.  A. 
Williams,  A.  Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach,  1367 

Boilers  in  Her  Majesty's  Ships 
Q.  Mr.  Gourley,  A.  Mr.  Forwood,  688 
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Beilom  Inspection  and  Registration 
Bill  [c.No.  56] 

Intro.  Sir  E.  Lechmere ;  Bead  1°,  162 
Bolton,  Mr.  T.  H.,  St.  Pancras,  N. 

Conveyancing  and  Law  of  Property  Act 
(1881)  Amendment  Bill,  Intro.  169 ;  Second 
Heading,  553 

Electric  and  Cable  Railway  Schemes,  1610 

Public  Meetings  in  Schoolrooms,  1420 

Queen's  Speech,  Address,  143 

Shop  Hours1  Bill,  1156 

Tunnel  Railways  in  London,  1233 

Boord,  Mr.  T.  W.,  Greenwich 
Greenwich  Hospital,  1643 

Bobthwick,  Sir  A.,  Kensington,  S. 

British  Picture  Gallery,  1493 

London  County  Council  (Tramways)  Bill, 
1470,  1484,  1488 

Boulnois,  Mr.  E.,  Marylebone,  E. 

London  County  Council  (General  Powers) 
Bill,  1466 

London  County  Council  (Tramways)  Bill, 
1484 

Manchester,     Sheffield,    and    Lincolnshire 
Railway  (Extension  to  London,  &c.)  Bill, , 
1772 

Bowles,   Captain  H.   F.,    Middlesex, 
Enfield 

Enfield  Factory  Reductions,  892 

Henry  Barrel  Company,  1515 

Private  Firms  and  Enfield  Factory  Opera- 
tives, 315 

Brand,  Hon.  A.  6.,  Cambridge,  Wisbech 

Copyhold  Acts  Amendment  Bill,  Intro.  169 

Bravery  in   Saving  Life  at   Sea,  De- 
corations for,  558 

Brazil 

Commercial  Treaty  with,  Q.  Mr.  Schwann, 
A.  Mr.  J.  W.  Lowther,  823 

Naturalisation  Laws,  Q.  Mr.  Baumann,  A. 
Mr.  J.  W.  Lowther,  1228 

Breslin  John,  256,  281,  345 

British  Columbia,  Colonisation  in,  562 

British  East  Africa  Company 

Qs.  Mr.  Buchanan,  Sir  W.  Harcourt;  Mr. 
Labouchere,  Mr.  Morton,  As.  Mr.  Goschen, 
1235,  1237 ;  Q.  Sir  W.  Harcourt,  A.  Mr. 
A.  J.  Balfour,  1400 ;  Qs.  Mr.  Labouchere, 
As.  Mr.  J.  W.  Lowther,  1627, 1629 

[cont. 


British  East  Africa  Company — cont. 
Supply  —  Vote  for  Railway  Survey  t  1836- 
1883 

British  Pictures,  Gallery  for 

Negotiations  with  Mr.  Tate,  Q.  Mr.  Whit- 
more,  A.  Mr.  Plunket,  446;  Q.  Six  A. 
Borthwick,  A.  Mr.  Plunket,  1494 

British  Vice  Consul  in  Paris 

Q.  Mr.  Esslemont,  A.  Mr.  J.  W.  Lowther, 
813 

Brixham,  Fish  Landed  at 
Differences  in  Value  explained,  670 

Broadsurst,  Mr.  H.,  Nottingham,  W. 

Queen's  Speech,  Address,  120 

Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  on    Sundays 

Bill,  Intro.  161 
Saving  Life  at  Sea,  Decorations  for,  558 

Brookfield,  Mr.  A.  M.,  Simex^  Bye 

Fire  Inquests  Bill,  Intro.  572 
Hop  Substitutes  Bill,  Intro.  554 
Small  Agricultural  Holdings  Bill,  958 

BBOWNLOW,  Earl  (Under  Secretary 
of  State  for  War) 

Army  Service  Conditions,  174 

Bruce,   Lord  Henry,    Wilts,  Chippen- 
ham 

Rural  Labourers'  Cottages  Bill,  Intro.  298 

Brushmakers'  Strike  in  Sheffield 
Q.  Mr.  S.  Buxton ;  A.  Mr.  Matthews,  462 

Bryce,  Mr.  J.,  Aberdeen,  S. 

Church  of  England  in  Wales,  1061 

Education  and  Local  Taxation,  &c,  Bill, 
1284 

"  Equivalent  Grant "  to  Scotland,  199 

Indian  Census,  1774 

Indian  Military  Expeditions,  1773 

Local  Government  (Ireland)  Bill,  759 

Queen's  Speech,  Address,  147 

Supplementary  Estimates,  696,  910 

Supply — Victoria    Nyanza   Railway,    1855, 
1859,  1864,  1865 

Theological  Tests,  Scottish  Universities,  814 

Buchanan,  Mr.  T.  R,  Edinburgh,  W. 

British  East  Africa  Company's  Survey,  1235 
Military  Forces  in  Burma,  1621,  1792 
Presbyterian  Army  Chaplains,  1209 
Queen's  Speech,  Address,  150 
Rights  of  Way  (Scotland)  Bill,  Intro,  161 
Scottish  Contracts,  1508 

[cont. 
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Buchanan,  Mr.  T.  R. — cont. 
Scottish  Piers,  Works,  and  Arbitration,  563 
Scottish  Railways,  1500 
Supply — Victoria    Nvanza    Railway,   1845, 
1849 

Building   Lands   (Scotland)  Bill  [c. 

No.  147] 

Intro.  Mr.  Munro  Ferguson ;  Read  1°,  322 

Burgh  Police  and  Health    (Scotland) 
Bill 

Q.  Sir  John  Kinloch  ;  A.  Sir  C.  J.  Pearson, 
318 


Bill  [c.  No.  75] 

Intro.  Mr.  Osborne  Morgan ;  Read  1°,  164 
Burma  (see  India) 

Burt,  Mr.  T.,  Morpeth 
Employers'  Liability  Bill,  Intro.  164 

Business  of  the  House  (see  PARLIA- 
MENT— House  of  Commons) 

Buxton,  Mr.   S.   C,   Tower  Hamlets , 
Poplar 

Brushmakers'  Strike,  Sheffield,  462 

Business  of  the  House,  1031 

Fogs,  and  Deaths  from  Drowning,  193 

Government  Contracts,  Wages,  Return  of 
Forms  issued,  465 

Government  Factory,  Pimlico,  1238 

Loan  and  Ledger  Paper  Contract,  1785 

Queen's  Speech,  Address,  129 

Reuter's  Telegram  Company,  1516 

Shop  Hours'  Bill,  1152,  1169 

School  Board  for  London,  1661 

Waterlow  and  Sons'  Contract,  318 

Cable  Companies,  Inland  Wires,  1387 

CADOGAN,  Earl  (Lord  Privy  Seal) 

Cattle  Disease,  869 

Police  Protection  in  Ireland,  174 


Cambridge   University  Jurisdii 
Bill  [c.  No.  108] 

Intro.  Hr.  Penrose  Fitzgerald ;  Read  1 
Cameron,  Dr.  C,  Glasgow,  Collegi 

Count  Out,  908 

Education  and  Local  Taxation,  Ac, 

1289,  1315 
Feu  Duties  Rating  Bill,  Intro.  1187 
Financial  Relations,  England,  Scotlan 

Ireland,  1017 
Glasgow  and  Edinburgh  Post  Offices,  I 
Isle  of  Man  Mines  and  Factories,  109< 
Naval  Artillery  Volunteers,  1025 
Parochial  Boards  (Scotland)  Bill,  Inti 
Public  Houses  (Hours  of  Closing)  (Sec 

Bill,  Intro.  167  ;  2R.  409,  1186 
Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act  (1875)  A 

ment  Bill,  Intro.  572 
Sheriff  Substitute  at  Airdrie,  1220 
Telephone  Exchanges,  1224 

Campaigns  in  Crimea  and  India 

Grant  in  Aid  of  Survivors,  461 

Campbell,  Mr.  TL.,  Fermanagh,  i 

National  School  Teachers  (Ireland) 
BiU,  Intro.  166 

Campbell,   Mr.   J.   A.,    Glasgou 
Aberdeen  Universities 

Education  and  Local  Taxation,  A< 
1272 


Campbell-Bannerman,  Bight  Ho 
Stirling,  dc. 

Education  and  Local  Taxation,  Ac 
1251,1269,1315,1398 

Private  Bill  Procedure  Bill,  1244 ;  on 

for  Leave,  1454 
Public  Meetings  in  Schoolrooms,  144 
Scotch  Education  Grant,  571 
Scotch  Equivalent  Grant,  1530 

Canada 

Colonisation  in  British  Columbia,  56 
Emigration  of  Crofters  to,  458 
Preferential  Trading,  96, 107 
Reciprocity  Trade  with  United  State 


Caldwell,  Mr.  J.,  Glasgow,  St  Bollox : 

Education  and  Local  Taxation,  &c,  Bill, 

1308 
Fee  Grant  (Scotland),  1575 
Glasgow  and  Edinburgh  Post  Offices,  565 
Scottish  Education  Code,  1229 
Scottish  Prisons  Report,  895 

Sheriff  Courts  Civil    Code  (Scotland)   Bill, 

Intro.  168 
Sheriff    Courts    (Scotland)    Extracts    Bill, 

Intro.  171 


Canterbury,  Archbishop  of 

Clergy  Discipline  (Immorality)  Bill 
1009 ;  2R.  1713, 1730 

Cardiff  Savings  Bank 
Q.  Mr.  Howell ;  A.  Mr.  Goschen,  195 

Carew,  Mr.  J.  ti.,  Kildare,  A. 
Resident  Magistrates  in  Ireland,  682 
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Casualties  (Scotland)    Bill   [c.    No. 

171]  L 

Intro.  Mr.  R.  Reid ;  Read  1°,  664 

Cathedral  Churches  Bill  [c.  No.  146] 

Intro.  Sir  C.  Dalrymple  ;  Read  1°,  299 

Catholics  of  Ireland,  67,  79,  91,  212, 
230,  372,  386,  476 

Cattle  Disease  (also  see  Foot-and-Mouth 
Disease) 

Qs.  Earl  De  la  Warr,  Marquess  of  Huntly, 
Obs.  Earl  Cadogan,  869 

Cattle  Truck  Bates,  Ireland,  671 

Caulkers  in  Royal  Dockyards,  203 

Causton,  Mr.  R.  K.,  Southwark,  W. 

MiUbank  Prison  BiU,  800 

Cawood,  Florence,  Case  of,  1632 
Census  Expenses,  1243 
Census  of  Ireland,  1891 

Part  I.  of  Vol.  2  presented,  412 

Ceylon 

Abolition  of  Paddy  Tax,  71,  201 

"Chamberlain,  Right  Hon.  J.,  Birming- 
liam,  W. 

Iiocal  Government  (Ireland)  Bill,  755,  759 
Queen's  Speech,  Address,  209,  228 

Chance,  Mr.  P.  A.,  Kilkenny,  S. 

Bankruptcies  and  Arrangements  (Ireland) 
Bill,  Intro.  323 

Belfast  Corporation  (Lunatic  Asylums)  Bill. 
1355 

County  Courts  in  Ireland,  202 

County  Courts  Bill,  Intro.  171 

Deeds  of  Arrangement  in  Ireland,  201 

Drainage  and  Improvement  of  Land  (Ire- 
•  \.  land)  Bill,  166 

Labourers'  (Ireland)  Bill,  657 

Local  Authorities  (Acquisition  of  Land)  Bill, 
1329 

Public  Meetings  in  Schoolrooms,  1425 
Stamp  Duties  (Ireland),  320 

CJiancery  Suit  Costs 
Q.  Mr.  Duncan,  A.  Sir  R.  Webster,  1234 

Channino,  Mr.  F.  A.,  Northampton,  E. 

Agricultural  Holdings  Bill,  Intro.  163 
Agricultural  Returns*  685 

[cont. 


Channino,  Mr.  F.  A. — cont.  "  ] 

Allotments  Act,  897 

Artificial  Manures,  &c.  (Adulteration)  Bill, 
Intro.  172 

Enfield  School  Accommodation,  1492 

Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs  Bill,  822 

Foot-and-Mouth  Disease,  London,  181,  68$ 

Level  Crossings,  L.  and  Y.  Railway,  888 

Prisons  Act  Amendment  Bill,  Intro.  172 

Public  Meetings  in  Schoolrooms,  1428 

Railway  Servants*  Hours,  569,  576 

Shop  Hours  Bill,  Intro.  157 

Vaccination  Commission,  1498,  1782 

CHAPLIN,  Right  Hon.  H.  (President 
of  the  Board  of  Agriculture),  Lin- 
colnshire, Sleaford 

Agricultural    Holdings,    Notice  of    Bill  to 

Facilitate  Acquisition,  42 
Agricultural  Returns,  686,  1229 
Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs  Bill,  822 

Foot-and-Mouth  Disease,  London,  182,  465, 
686,  905,  1528 

Forestry  Committee  and  Board  of  Agricul- 
ture, 1391 

Ordnance  Survey,  878 

Small  Agricultural  Holdings  Bill,  1R.  911, 
931,  934,  936,  956,  962,  967 

Uncultivated  Land  in  Great  Britain,  1223 

Veterinary  Department,  1237 

Chard  (Choules)  James,  Death  of,  179, 
898 

Chetlebmobe,  Lord 

Sat  First  9th  Feb,  5 

Chicago  Exhibition  (see  America) 

Children,  Cruelty  to,  449,  899 
Insurance  of,  463 

Chili,  Civil  War  in 

Shipment  of  Specie,  H.M.  Espiigle,  444 

Chiltern  Hundreds 
Q.  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy,  A.  Mr.  Goschen,  462 

Church  of  England  in  Wales 
Reso.  and  Debate,  1033 

Church  Building  Acts  (Compulsory 
Powers  Repeal)  Bill  [c.  No.  55] 

Intro.  Mr.  Powell ;  Read  1°,  162 

Churches  and    Sites  (Ireland)  Bill 

[c.  No.  89] 

Intro.  Mr.  W.  Corbet ;  Read  1°,  166 


CHU CLE 


Churchwardens  and  Overseers 
Q.  Major  Banes,  A.  Sir  B.  Webster,  694 

Civil  Contingencies  Fund,  1890-91 
Copy  of  Accounts  ordered,  41 

Civil  Bill  Officers,  Ireland,  682 

Civil  Service 

Messengers,  Ac.  Q.  Mr.  Cremer,  A.  Sir  John 
Gorst,  456 

Indian  Appointments,    577;    Natives   and 
Europeans,  819 

Retirements   and   Age  Limit,   Qs.    Mr.    T. 
Healy,  A.  Mr.  Goschen,  684, 1395 

Civil  Service  Bank 
Q.  Mr.  Labouchere,  A.  Sir  J.  Gorst,  1626 

Civil    Services    and    Revenue  Depart- 
ments 
Appropriation  Account,  1890-91,  663 
Estimates  for  1892-3  pros.  663 
Memo,  on  Estimates  pres.  663 
Supplementary  Estimate  pres.  808 

Clancy,  Mr.  J.  J.,  Dublin  Co.,  N* 

Evicted  Tenants  (Ireland)  Bill,  1667, 1801 
Labourers'  (Ireland)  Bill,  653 
Municipal  Franchise  (Ireland)  Bill,  626 
Rifle  Range  for  Portmarnock,  826 

Clarence  and  Avondale,  the  late 
Duke  of,  3,  14,  22,  30,  37,  44,  51, 
56,  72,  209,  375,  381 

Clark,  Dr.  G.  B.,  Caithness 

Crofter  Commission,  1497 

Education  and  Local  Taxation,  &c,  Bill, 
1274 

Financial  Relations  Committee,  1017 

Morning  Sittings,  1815 

Sittings  of  the  House,  1823 

Supply  Civil  Services,  South  Africa,  1881, 
1834 

Embassies,    1325;    Embassies    and  Mis- 
sions Abroad,  1824, 1828,  1830 

London  Police  Courts,  1318 

National  Teachers'  Fund,  1554 

Clarke,  Convict,  Insanity  of,  1524,  1790 

CLARKE,  Sir  E.  G.(Solicitor  General), 
Plymouth 
Church  of  England  in  Wales,  1042 

Clergy  Discipline  (Immorality)  Bill 

[/.  No.  19] 

Presented,  Archbishopof  Canterbury ;  Read 

lm  1009 
Debated  1713,  Bead  2*,  1746 
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Acting  as  Clerks  to  Justices,  1497 

Clogan  Gold  Mine 

Qs.  Mr.  T.  Ellis,  Mr.  P.  Morgan 
Goschen,  678 

Clougher  (Tyrone)   Quarter  S< 
815 

■ 

Coal  Mines   Regulation   Act 
Amendment  Bill  [c.  No.  4 

Intro.  Mr.  Pritchard  Morgan ;  Bea< 

Goal   Mines  Regulation  Act 
Amendment  Bill  [c.  No.  1 

Intro.  Mr.  David  Thomas ;  Bead  1< 

Cobb,    Mr.    H.   P.,    Warwick 
.    Rugby 

Allotments  under  1887  Act,  896 
Bailiff  of  Jersey  and  the  Daniel  Cas 
Cruelty  to  Children,  449 
Harlesden  Postmaster,  1014 
Influenza  Epidemic,  190 
Inland  Bevenue  Officers'  Petition,  i 
Parish  Councils,  Ac.,  Bill,  Intro.  1( 
Religious  Freedom  in  Russia,  447 
Small  Agricultural  Holdings  Bill,  9 
Usibepu,  Restoration  of,  446 
Western  Pacific,  Orders  in  Council, 

Coghill,  Mr.  D.  H.,  NewcastU 
Lyme 

Fintona  Police  Barracks,  1784 
Forest  Department,  India,  444 
High  Sheriffs'  Expenses,  1786 
Queen's  Speech,  on  Irish  Amendnu 
School  Teachers'  Pensions,  1784 

Coinage  Act,  1891 
Q.  Mr.  H.  H.  Fowler,  A.  Mr.  Goa 

Coinage,  Netu  Designs 
Q.  Mr.  E.  Spencer ;  A.  Mr.  Goschi 

Collector-General  of  Bates,  Dul 
Collery,  Mr.  B.,  Sligo,  N. 

Irish  Railway  Works  stopped,  460 

Colliery  Statistics,  South  Walei 

Codlings,     Mr.    Jesse,    Birm 
Bordesley 
Footpaths  Preservation  Bill,  Intro. 
Small  Agricultural  Holdings  Bill,  9 
Small  Holdings  Bill,  Intro.  322 
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Colmam,  Mr.  J.  J.,  Norwich 
(Sate  to  Guardians  and  Magistrates,  1497 

♦ 

Colohb,  Sir  John  C.  R,  Tower  Hamlets, 

Bow,  Ac. 
Labourers'  (Ireland)  Bill,  661 
Local  Government  (Ireland)  Bill,  761 
Shop  Hours'  Bill,  1176 

COLONIES 

Secretary  of  State  (see  Knutsford,  Lord) 
Under  Secretary  (see  de  Worms,  Baron  H.) 
British  Colonies  and  WKinley   Tariff,  Q. 

Colonel    H.    Vincent,    A.    Baron  H.  de 

Worms,  893  (see  also  West  Indies) 
British  Columbia,  Q.    Mr.   Loder,   A.  Mr. 

Goachen,  662  ;  Q.  Mr.  Seton-Karr,  A.  Mr. 

Qoschen,  1020 
Canada  and  United  States  Reciprocity,  Q. 

Mr.  Jennings,   A.    Mr.  J.   W.  Lowther, 

680 
Ceylon  Paddy  Tax,  71 ;   Q.  Mr.  Schwann, 
•       A.  Baron  H.  de  Worms,  201 

Colonial   and  Indian  Stamps,  Sale  of  in 

London,  451 
Colonial  Reports  Presented,  411 
Colonisation   Vote,  1020 
Crown  Agents,  Appointments  as,  Q.  Mr.  S. 

Gedge,  A.  Baron  H.  de  Worms,  441 

Cyprus  Legislative  Council,  Q.  Mr.  Picton, 
A.  Baron  H.  de  Worms,  1370 

Falkland  Islands,  Q.  Mr.  Mac  NeiU,  A. 
Baron  H.  de  Worms,  676 

Fiji,  Judicial  Commissioner  in,  1369 

Lagos  Trade,  Q.  Sir  W.  Houldsworth,  A. 
Baron  H.  de  Worms,  820  ;  Q.  Mr.  W.  F. 
Lawrence,  A.  Sir  J.  Gorst,  1638 

M'Kinley  Tariff  (see  British  Colonies  and 
West  Indies),  893, 1461, 1787 

Natal  Government,  Q.  Mr.  Lawson  ;  A.  Sir 
J.  Gorst,  1795 

Newfoundland,  23,  32,  149,  382 

New  Zealand,  Governor's  Successor,  Q.  Mr. 

H.  Heaton  ;  A.  Baron  H.  de  Worms,  1393 
South  Australia,  Northern  Territory,  Q.  Mr. 

Watt,  A.  Baron  H.  de  Worms,  877 
Tariff  Agreements  (see  West  Indies  below) 
Trinidad,    Administration   of   Justice,    Q. 

Mr.  A.  Pease,  A.  Sir  J.  Gorst,  1491 

Usibepu,  Restoration  of,  Q.  Mr.  Cobb,  A. 
Baron  H.  de  Worms,  446 

Western  Pacific,  Orders  in  Council,  Q.  Mr. 
Cobb ;  A.  Baron  H.  de  Worms,  1369 

West  Indies  and  M'Kinley  Tariff,  Q.  Earl  of 
Rimberley,  A.  Lord  Knutsford,  870 ;  Obs. 
Earl  of  Derby,  Lord  Knutsford,  1461 ;  Q. 
Mr.  Summers,  A.  Sir  J.  Gorst,  1787 

Commercial  Treaty  with  Brazil,  823 


COMMITTEE     OF     COUNCIL     ON 
EDUCATION 

Lord  President  (see  Crahbrook,  Viscount) 
Vice  President  (see  Dyke,  Right  Hon.  Sir 
W.  H.) 

(see  EDUCATION  Department) 

Companies  Aot  (1862)  Amendment 
Bill  [c.  No.  105] 

Intro.  Sir  W.  Houldsworth ;  Read  1°,  169 

Compton,  Earl,  York,  W.B.,  Barnsley 

London  County  Council  (Tramways)  Bill, 
1482 

Compulsory  Bale  of  Land  (Ireland) 
Bill  [c.  No.  51] 

Intro.  Mr.  A.  O'Connor ;  Read  1°,  161 
2R.  Deferred,  1184 

Condon,  Mr.  T.  J.,  Tipperary,  E. 
Municipal  Franchise  (Ireland)  Bill,  Intro. 
158 ;  2R.  613 

Congested  Districts  (Ireland)  Board  (see 
IRELAND— Land  Acts,  <fcc. 

Contagious    Diseases   (Animals)    Acts 
(1878  to  1890),  612 

Contempt    of   Court    (Appeal)  Bill 

[c.  No.  190] 

Intro.  Mr.  Warmington ;  Read  1°,  1128 

Contempt    of   Court  (Ireland)  Bill 

[c.  No.  90] 
Intro.  Mr.  Finucane ;  Read  1°,  166 

Contracts  for  Army  Socks 
Comparative  Prices  in  1885  and  1891-2,  677 

Conveyancing  and  Law  of  Property 
Aot  (1881)  Amendment  B&l  [c. 

No.  110] 

Intro.  Mr.  T.  H.  Bolton  ;  Read  1°,  169 

Read  2°,  553 

Committee,  662 

Read  3°,  and  passed,  806 

Z.  Read  la  [No.  17] ,  810 

Debated,  1755  ;  Read  2*,  1759,  and  com. 

Convictions  for  Treason  Felony 
Numbers  last  10  years,  879 

Convicts 
British  and  United  States,  Q.  Mr.  Gibbs,  A. 

Mr.  J.  W.  Lowther,  1494 
Outbreak   at  Wormwood  Scrubbs,  Q.  Mr. 

Pickersgill,  A.  Mr.  Matthews,  197 
(See    also     Daly    and   Egan,    Gallagher, 

M'Kevitt,  MuUett,  Nally,  Ac.) 
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Conway,  Mr.  M.,  Leitrim,  N. 

Congested  Districts  Board,  895 
Elementary  Schools  and  Rates,  1797 
Fisheries  (Ireland)  Bill,  Intro.  164 

Conybeake,  Mr.   C.  A.  V.,  Cornwall, 
Camborne 

Census  Expenditure,  1243 

Labourers'  (Ireland)  Allotments  Bill,  1885 

Morning  Sittings,  1816 

Sale  of   Intoxicating    Liquors  to  Children 

Bill,  Intro.  159 
Stationery  Waste  Paper  Works,  1221 

Cooke,  Mr.  C.  W.  Radcliffe,  Newing- 
ton,  W. 

Queen's  Speech  (on  Irish  Amendment),  549 

Copyright  Acts  Amendment  Bill  [c. 

No.  1061 

Intro.  Mr.  Brand ;  Read  1°,  169 

Corbet,  Mr.  W.  J.,  Wicklow,  E. 

Churches  and  Sites  (Ireland)  Bill,  Intro.  166 
Irish  Lunatic  Asylum  Salaries,  317 
Wicklow  Mails,  446 

Corbett,  Mr.  A.  C,  Glasgow,  Trades  ton 

Shop  Hours'  Bill,  1142 

Cork  Bankruptcy  Court,  681 

Corn  Prices,  1891 
Statistical  Tables  (Sir  M.  H.  Beach),  1187 

Coroners*   Aot    (1887)    Amendment 
Bill  [c.  No.  179] 

Intro.  Sir  Walter  Foster ;  Read  1°,  827 

Corporal  Punishment  Bill    [c.   No. 

121] 

Intro.  Mr.  Milvain ;  Read  1°,  171 

Corporate   Associations   (Property) 

BUI  [c.  No.  149] 

Intro.  Mr.  HoweU  ;  read  1°,  323 

County    Councils    (see    also    District 
Councils) 

Accounts  and  Stock,  Q.  Mr.  Maclnnes,  A. 
Mr.  Ritchie,  1013 

Aldermen  as  Councillors*  Q.  Mr.  Maclnnes, 
A.  Mr.  Long,  189 

Candidates,  Q.  Earl  of  Kimberley,  A.  The 
Lord  Chancellor,  1007 ;  Q.  Mr.  Manfield, 
A.  Sir  R.  Webster,  1030 

Elections,  Counting  Votes,  Q.  Mr.  Labou- 
chere,  A.  Mr.  Matthews,  1530 

[cont. 
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Technical  Instruction  Qrant,  Obs.  ] 
Cowper,  Marquess  of  Huntiy,  Lord  Nor 
Viscount  Cranbrook,  418-431;  Q. 
Lafone,  A.  Mr.  Goschen,  452  —  Cow 
using  Grant,  Q.  Mr.  Hobhouse,  A.  Sir 
H.  Dyke,  692  —  Publication  of  Mini 
Obs.  Bishop  of  Salisbury,  Viscount  C 
brook,  1463 

County  Court  Judges  in  Wales 
Resolution  and  Debate  on,  827 

County  Courts  Bill  [c.  No.  122] 

Intro.  Mr.  Chance ;  Read  1°,  171 
County  Courts  in  Ireland,  202,  682 

Courtney,  Right  Hon.  L.  H.  (Chain] 
of  Committees  of  Ways  and  Me 
and  Deputy  Speaker),  Cornw 
Bodmin  (See  also  under  r 
SPEAKER,   for  Rulings,   Ac.; 

Belfast  Corporation  (Lunatic  Asylum)  1 

1353,  1600 
Electric  and  Cable  Railway  Schemes,  16 

Local  Government  (Ireland)  Bill,  780 
London  County  Council  (Tramways)  '. 

1479 
Salmon  Fisheries  (Ireland)  BiU,  805 
Southampton  Docks  BUI,  1586 
Supply— London  Police  Courts,  1318 

Westminster  (Parliament  Street,  Ac.) 
provemeht  Bill,  1770 

Coventry,  Earl  of 
A  Lord  Commissioner,  1 

Cowper,  Earl 
Technical  Instruction,  417 

Cox,  Mr.  J.  R.,  Clare,  E. 

Ennis  Burial  Ground,  1215 

Outdoor  Relief  (Ireland)  Bill,  Intro.  161 

Craig,  Mr.  J.,  Neiccastle-upon-Tym 

Inspection  of  Kitchen  Boilers,  1387 

Cr  an  borne,  Viscount,  Lancashire,  JS 
Darwen 

Public  Meetings  in  Schoolrooms,  1490, ; 

1446 
Shop  Hours'  BiU,  1164 

CRANBROOK,  Viscount  (Lord  Pi 
dent  of  the  Council) 

Technical  Instruction,  425,  1468 

Crawford,  Mr.  D.,  Lanark,  N.E. 

Education    and  Local  Taxation,  Ao. 
1270 
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CuwFORD,-Mr.  D. — cont. 

Feoa  and  Building  Leases  (Scotland)  Bill, 
Intro.  664 

Supply— Embassies,  Ac.  Vote,  1323 
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l,  Mr.  W.  R.,  Shoreditch,  Hog- 
gerston 

Civil  Service  Messengers,  Ac.  466 

London    County    Council    Tramways    Bill, 
I486,  1486 

Horning  Sittings,  1812, 1820 

Postage  of  Polling  Cards,  1392 

Gbxzly,  Mr.  D.,  Mayo,  N. 

School  Teachers'  Fees,  Ireland,  698 

Crimean,  &c.,  Veterans,  461,  811, 1012, 
1381 

Criminal  Cases  Appeals  Bill  [c.  No. 
163] 

Intro.  Sir  H.  James  ;  Head  1°,  572 
Crofter  Emigration,  459 

Crofters'  Commission,  Decisions  Over- 
ruled, 1496 

Cross,  Hon.  W.  H.,  Liverpool,  West 
Derby 

Royal  Niger  Company,  1775 

.    Summary  Jurisdiction  Act  (1879)  Amend- 
ment Bill,  Intro.  297,  1184 

CROSS,  Viscount  (Secretary  of 
State  for  India) 

A  Lord  Commissioner,  1 

East  India  Officers  Bill,  Intro.  173 ;  2  R. 
431 ;  Com.  872,  1191 

Indian  Councils  Act  Amendment  Bill,  Intro. 
38;  2R  431 

CB086MAN,  General  Sir  W.,  Portsmouth 

Greenwich  Age  Pensions,  1375 
Greenwich  Hospital,  Maintenance,  1371 

Crown  Agents  for  Colonies,  441 

Crown  Lands  at  Billingborough 
Q.  Sir  W.  Foster,  A.  Sir  J.  Gorst,  826 

Cruelty  to  Children,  450 

Currency,  59,  74,  385 

CUEZON,  Hon.  G.  N.  (Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  India),  Lanca- 
shire, Southport 

Bulwunt  Rao  of  Indore,  1788 

[conU 


Blast  India  Company  Pensions,  1499 

Factory  Act  in  India,  812 

Forest  Department,  India,  444 

Indian  Civil  Service  Appointments,  466,  577. 
579,  819,  825,  896, 1028 

Indian  Civil  Service  Salaries  Return,  1795 
Madras  Famine,  1495 
Metre  Gauge  Railways,  1514 
Military  Forces  in  Burma,  1793 
Opium  Consumption  in  India,  1209 
Opium  Cultivation  in  Bengal,  1205 
Opium  Trade  in  Bombay,  185 
Queen's  Speech,  Address,  88,  400 

Curzon,  Viscount,  Bucks,  Wycombe 

Fire  Brigades  (Exemption  from  Jury  Ser- 
vice Bill),  Intro.  161 

Lord  Wantage's  Committee,  1223 

Customs  Officers 
Q.  Mr.  Neville,  A.  Mr.  Goschen,  1515 

Cyprus,  Elections  for  Council,  1369 
Dalrymple,  Sir  C,  Ipswich. 

Cathedral  Churches  Bill,  Intro.  299 

Rights  of  Way  (Scotland)  (No.  2)  Bill,  Intro. 
324 

Shop  Hours  Bill,  1179 

Daly  and  Egan,  237,  242,  246,  277, 
294,  329,  351,  365 

Darling,  Mr.  C.  J.,  Deptford 

County  Court  Judges  in  Wales,  848 
De  Cobain,  Mr.,  208 
Foot-and-Mouth  Disease,  904 
Queen's  Speech,  Address,  274 

Dartmouth,  Earl  of 

Sat  First,  9th  Feb.,  5 

Dawnay,  Colonel  Hon.   L.  P.,  York, 
N.R.,  Thirsk 

Foot-and-Mouth  Disease,  905 
Hares  Bill,  Intro.  170 
Insurance  of  Children,  463 

Deacons'  (Church  of  England)  Bill 

[c.  No.  137] 

Intro.  Mr.  S.  Gedge ;  Read  1°,  298 
Deasy,  Mr.  J.,  Mayo,  W. 

Steamer  "  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,"  1517 

Deaths  in  Scottish  Poorhouses,  1493 
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Deck  Cargoes  Bill  [c.  No.  104] 

Intro.  Mr.  J.  Stevenson ;  Read  1°,  169 

De  Cobain,  Mr. 

To  Attend  in  House,  43 

Q.  Mr.  Sexton,  A.  First  Lord  of  the  Trea- 
sury, 43 

Motion,  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  204 ; 
Amendment  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy,  Sir  W. 
Harcourt,  206,  Mr.  Sexton,  207,  Mr. 
Darling,  208 

Deer  Forests  (Scotland)  Return,  317 

Deficient  Postage,  903 

De  La  Ware,  Earl 

Cattle  Disease,  369 

Denman,  Lord 

Duration  of  Speeches  in  House  of  Lords  Bill, 
Presented,  1465 

Local  Government  Acts  Repeal  Bill,  Pre- 
sented, 1465 ;  2R.  1578 

Women's  Suffrage  Bill,  Presented,  1465 

Department  of  Labour  Bill  [c.  No. 

44] 

Intro.  Mr.  E.  Spencer ;  Bead  1°,  160 

Depopulation  of  Rural  Districts,  10 

Derby,  Earl  of 
Colonies  and  M'Kinley  Tariff,  1461 

Devonshire,  Duke  of 

Sat  First,  9th  Feb.,  5 

Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  Answer  to,  37 

DE  WORMS,  Right  Hon.  Baron  H. 
(Under  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies),  Liverpool,  East  Toxteth 

British  Colonies  and  M'Kinley  Tariff,  893 

Crown  Agents  for  Colonies,  441 

Cyprus  Legislative  Council,  1370 

Falkland  Islands,  676 

Lagos  Trade,  820 

New  Zealand,  Governor  of,  1393 

Paddy  Tax  in  Ceylon,  201 

South  Australia,  Northern  Territory,  877 

Usibepu,  Restoration  of,  446 

Western  Pacific,  Orders  in  Council,  1369 

Dickson,  Mr.  T.  A.,  Dublin,  St.  Stephen's 
Green 

Tenure  of  Land  (Ireland)  Bill,  Intro.  162 

Dillon,  Mr.  J.,  Mayo,  E. 

Belfast  Corporation  (Lunatic  Asylums)  Bill, 
2  B.  1359 

[ccnU 


Dillon,  Mr.  J. — cont. 
Business  of  the  House,  907, 1822 
Congested  Districts  Board,  1028 
Convict  Mullett's  Health,  1217 

Evicted  Tenants  and   Land  Pure! 
1386 

Evicted  Tenants'  (Ireland)  Bill,  16£ 

Morning  Sittings,  1815 

Nally,  the  late  Convict,  1380 

Piers  and  Harbours  (Ireland)   Bi 
164 

Public  Meetings,  1520 

Queen's  Speech  (Treason  Felony  P 
351 

Relief  Operations,  Vote  for,  1031 

Salvation  Army  at  Eastbourne,  102 

Supply— Embassies  Vote,  1323 

Supply— National  Teachers'  Fund, 

Supply  -Belief  of  Distress,  1564 

Dillwyn,  Mr.  L.  L.,  Swansea 

The  Church  in  Wales,  1040 

Dishonesty    of    Officials,   Guai 
902 

Dissentient  Liberals,  219,  517 

Dissolution,  375,  510 

District  Councils,  63,  75,  121,  1 

District  Registries,  England  am 
Q.  Mr.  McCartan,  A.  Sir  B.  Wefasto 

Divorce  Bill  [c.  No.  123] 

Intro.  Mr.  Hunter ;  Read  1°,  171 

Dixon-Hartland,  Mr.F.D.,M« 
Uxbridge 

Late  School  Board's  Conduct,  1796 

London  County  Council  (Tramwa 
1473, 1475 

School   Board  for   London,  Motic 
1663 

Westminster  (Parliament  Street)  1 
ment  Bill,  2R.  1761 

Dockyard  Towns,  Education  in, 

Donegall,  Marquess  of,  1398 

DOUGLAS,  Bight   Hon.  A. 
(Patronage  Secretary  to  th 
sury),  Kent,  St.  Augustine's 
New  Writ  moved  for  Belfast,  KM  161 
Sasine  Office  Clerks,  1499 

Drainage  and  Improvement  oi 
(Ireland)  Bill  [c.  No.  85] 

Intro.  Mr.  Chance ;  Bead  1°,  166 
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d  Justices  and  Mr.  Harrison 
Labouchere,  A.  Mr.  Matthews,  568 

ag,  Fogs,  and  Deaths  from,  194 

Registry  of  Deeds  Office 

n  Making  Searches,  818 

',  Earl  of 

s  Speech,  Address  in  Answer  to,  6 

lr.  R.  W.,  Banffshire 

ion  Endowments  (Banff)  Bill,  Intro. 

Trawling,  Scottish  Coast,  873 

y,  Lord 

I  Representative    Peer    for   Ireland, 
?eb.  5 

,  Mr.  J.  A.,  Barrow-in-Furness 

ry  Suits,  Costs,  1234 

n  of  Speeches  in  House  of 
<dsBill]l  No.  26] 

;ed,  Lord  Denman ;  Read  1%  1465 

f  Houses,  Re-letting  (Scot- 
)  Bill  [c.  No.  157] 

Mr.  Provand  ;  Read  1°,  324 

Right  Hon.  Sir  W,  Hart 
ce  President  of  the  Council  for 
neat  ion),  Kent,  Dartford 

University,  455 

School  Accommodation,  1492 
irgh  Museum  Clerks,  1214 
ion  in  Dockyard  Towns,  200 

National  Schoolboys,  1367 
m  University,  695 

Meetings  in  Schoolrooms,  1405, 1413, 
1425,  1427,  1428 
s  Printer,  Alterations  by,  687 
mentary  School  Grants,  1614 
Books  in  Voluntary  Schools,  317 
*  and  Art  Examinations,  1508 
sal  Education  and  County  Councils, 

irne  Improvement  Act,  1885 
utions  for  Open  Air  Services,  &c.) 
for  Particulars  of  Charges,  &c.  808 
»o  Salvation  Army) 

idia  Officers  Bill   [/.  Nos.  10, 

21] 

ied,  Viscount  Cross  ;  Read  la,  173 

•,431 

72,  and  Re-Com. 

[cont. 


Eat  India  Officers  BWr—tont. 
Com.  1189,  Division,  1200 
Report,  1577  ;  Amendts.  reported,  1755 

Education  and  Local  Taxation  Relief 
(Scotland)  Bill  [c.  No.  208] 

Intro.  Sir  C.  J.  Pearson,  1245 

Debate  adjourned,  1316 

Order  Discharged,  1447 

Reso.  in  Com.  "  Fee  Grant,"  1575 

Reso.  Reported  ;  Bill  Intro.  Read  1°,  1885 

EDUCATION  DEPARTMENT 

Lord  President  of  the  Council  (see  Cran- 
brook,  Viscount) 

Vice  President  (see  Dyke,  Right  Hon.  Sir  W* 
Hart) 

(See  also  under  Ireland) 

Albert  University,  Q.  Mr.  Roby,  A.  Sir  W* 
H.  Dyke,  455 

Education  in  Dockyard  Towns,  Qs.  Mr.  IL 
Knatchbull-Hugessen,  A.  Sir  W.  H. 
Dyke,  200 

Education  Grants,  Irish  and  Scotch,  Qs.  Mr. 

Sexton,  Mr.  T.  W.  Russell,  Mr.  Campbell* 

Bannerman,  As.  Mr.  Balfour,  570 
Elementary  Education  Act,  Printing  of,  Qs. 

Mr.  A.  O'Connor,  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy,  Dr. 

Cameron,  As.   Sir    W.    H.    Dyke,    Mr. 

Speaker,  687 

Enfield  School  Accommodation,  Q.  Mr. 
Channing,  A.  Sir  W.  H.  Dyke,  1492 

Epsom  National  Schoolboys,  Q.  Mr* 
Wallace,  A.  Sir  W.  H.  Dyke,  1367 

Oresham  University,  Qs.  Mr.  Picton,  Mr. 
Bartley,  As,  Sir  W.  H.  Dyke,  695  ;  Qs.  Mr. 
Bartley,  Mr.  Mundella,  As.  Mr.  A.  J.  Bal- 
four, 1244,  1531 

London  School  Board,  Motion  1646,  Counted 
out,  1664  ;— Conduct  of  late  Board,  Q.  Mr. 
Dixon-Hartland,  A.  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour. 
1796 

Public  Meetings  in  Schoolrooms,  Res.  1403 
Rating  of  Elementary  Schools,  1387, 1797 
School  Books  in  Voluntary  Schools,  Q.  Mr. 
Paulton,  A.  Sir  W.  H.  Dyke,  316 

Secondary  and  Technical  Education  in 
London,  Q.  Mr.  Lafone,  A.  Mr.  Goschen, 
452 

Schools  Receiving  Grants,  Return  of,  555 

Science  and  Art  Examinations,  Q.  Mr.  Hob* 
house,  A.  Sir  W.  H.  Dyke,  1509 

Supplementary  School  Grants,  Q.  Mr. 
Maclure,  A.  Sir  W.  H.  Dyke,  1614 

Teachers1  Superannuations,  Select  Com.  to 
be  re-appointed,  555 

Technical  Education  and  County  Councils, 
Obs.  Earl  Cowper,  Marquess  of  Huntly,. 
Lord  Norton,  Viscount  Cranbrook,  417- 
426 ;  Q.  Mr.  Lafone,  A.  Mr.  Goschen,  452, 
Q.  Mr.  Hobhouse,  A.  Sir  W.  H.  Dyke,  691 ; 
Obs.  Bishop  of  Salisbury,  Viscount  Cran- 
brook, 1462 

[cont. 
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Educational    Endowment    (Banff) 
Bill  [c.  No.  45] 

Intro.  Mr.  Duff ;  Read  1°,  160 

i 

Education  (Scotland)  (Code)  1892 
Code  of  Regulations,  1892,  pres.  556 

Egypt,  3,  14,  22,  31,  46,  213,  223,  226, 
373,  381 

Eight  Hours  Bill  [c.  No.  136] 

Intro.  Mr.  Cuninghame  Graham ;  Read  1°, 
298 

Electors1  Qualification  and  Registra- 
tion Bill  [c.  No.  38] 

Intro.  Mr.  Stansfeld ;  Read  1°,  159 

Electric  and  Cable  Railway  Schemes 

Reso.  for  Joint  Com.,  Mr.  Whitmore,  1610 
c.  Message  from  House  of  Lords,  1759 

Elementary  Schools  and  Local  Kates, 
1387,  1797 

Elliot,  Hon.  H.  F.  H.,  Ayrshire,  N. 

Magistrates  in  Police  Burghs  (Scotland)  Bill, 
Intro.  169 

Ellis,     Mr.    John    E.,    Nottingham, 
Ricshcliffe 

Hours  of  Railway  Servants,   Select  Com- 
mittee, 573 

Parliamentary  Debates  Reports,  448 

Post  Office  and  Railway  Companies,  881 

Purchase  of  Land  (Ireland)  Acts,  442 ;  Rules 
for  Periodical  Returns,  700 

Queen's  Speech,  391 

Railway  Accidents  Return,  876 

Railway  Telegrams,  1501 

Salvation  Army,  Eastbourne,  1023 

Savings  Banks  Act  (1891),  189,  902 

Small  Agricultural  Holdings  Bill,  965 

Ellis,  Mr.  T.  E.,  Merionethshire 

Clogan  Gold  Mines,  678 

County  Court  Judges  in  Wales,  863 

Established  Church  in  Wales,  1100 

Justices  of  the  Peace  Bill,  603 

Places  of  Worship  (Sites)  Bill,  Intro.  298 

Public  Meetings  in  Schoolrooms,  1431 

Small  Agricultural  Holdings  Bill,  946  . 

Tenure  of  Land,  Intro.  157 

Emigration  of  Crofters,  458 

Employers'   Liability,   55,    136,    145, 
153,  392 


|  Employers9  Liability  Bill  [c.  N 

Intro.  Mr.  Burt ;  Read  1°,  164 

Employers'  Liability  Law  Ai 
ment  BUI  [c.  No.  205] 

Intro.  Mr.  Atherley-Jones ;  Read  1°, 

Endowed  Charities  (Cambridge) 
Copy  of  Digest  ordered  (Mr.  Brand), : 

Enfield  Factory  (see  ARMY) 

Enfield  School  Accommodation,  '. 

"  Equivalent  Grant  "  to  Scotlan 

Erzeroum,  Consulship  at,  147,  1' 
Esmonde,  Sir  T.  G.,  Dublin  Co., 

Harold's  Gross  Post  Office,  908 

Irish  Representative  for  Chicago  Ex 
1793 

Telegraph  Office,  Ventry  and  Fenit,  ] 

Writ  for  County  Wexford,  1618 

Esslemont,  Mr.  P.,  Aberdeen,  E, 

British  Vice-Consul  in  Paris,  813 

Education  and  Local  Taxation  (So 
Bill,  1286, 1316 

Local  Authorities  (Acquisition  of  Lan 
1330 

Police  and  Public  Health  (Scotlanc 
1774 

Postal  Arrangements,  Mull  and  Oban 

Postmaster  at  Aberdeen,  198 

Returning  Officers'  Expenses  (Scotlan 
Intro.  161 

Shop  Hours  Bill,  1160 

Small  Agricultural  Holdings  Bill,  954 

Estimates,  &c.  (see  different  D 
ments,  and  SUPPLY) 

Evans,  Mr.  Francis  H.,  Southamj 

Southampton  Docks  Bill,  1584 

Evans,  Mr.  Samuel  T.,  Olanu 
Mid 

County  Court  Judges  in  Wales,  838,  8 

Evicted  Tenants  (Ireland)  Bl 

No.  32] 

Intro.  Mr.  O'Kelly ;  Read  1°,  158 

2R.  Debated,  1665 

Put  off  for  six  months,  1711 

Evictions,  Ireland,  Returns  of,  55j 
also  under  title  of  IRELA1 
Law  and  Police) 
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jtridanoe   in 

[J.  No.  4] 

Prwented,  Lord  Chancellor ;  Read  la,  38 
Stand  Heading,  665 ;  Com.,  872 
3R.  deferred,  1200 
Older  discharged,  1468 

Older  Rescinded — Re-com.  to  Standing  Com. 
1760 

Excise  Officers  Collecting  Agricultural 
Returns,  1374 

Jkplosions  (Malago  Vale  Colliery) 
Reports  presented,  412 

Pyre,  Colonel  H.,  Lincolnshire,  Gains- 
borough 
Queen's  Speech,  Address,  85 

factory  Act,  India,  812 

factory    and    Workshop     Inspection, 
123,  156,  193  ;  Inspectors,  Q.  690 

Fair  Trade,  96,  116,  550 

Falkland  Islands,  676 

Famine  Statistics,  Madras,  1495 

Farndale,  Mr.,  245,  281,  339 

Farquh arson,  Mr.  H.  B.,  Dorset,  W. 

Soldiers  as  Rural  Postmen,  1794 

Fabquharson,  Dr.  B.,  Aberdeenshire,  W* 

Garve  and  Ullapool  Railway,  1620 
.    International  Sanitary  Conference,  669 

Fenians,  239,  278,  333,  353,  357,  532 


Fenwick,    Mr.    C,     Northumberland, 
Wansbeck 
Shop  Hours  Bill,  1180,  1182 
Steam  Engines  (Persons  in  Charge)  Bill, 

Intro.  159 
Trade  Societies'  Certificates,  1389 

Ferguson,  Mr.  R.  C.  Munro,  Leith,  <£c. 

Building  Lands  (Scotland)  Bill,  Intro.  322 
Education  and  Local    Taxation,  &c.  Bill, 

1259 
Illegal  Trawling,  Scottish  Waters,  874,  875 
Small  Agricultural  Holdings  Bill,  959 

FEBGUSSON,  Bight  Hon.  Sir  James 
(Postmaster  General),  Man- 
chester',  N.E. 

Delays  in  Delivery,  1632 
Farm  Produce  and  Parcels  Post,  811 
VOL.  I.      Tnew  (fourth)  series] 
[vol.  ccclvii.,  o.s.] 


Febgusson,  Right  Hon.  Sir  J.— cent* 
Forman's,  Mr.,  Mission,  202 
Friendly  Societies'  Circulars,  1384 
"  Germanic  "  Mails,  814 
Indian  and  Colonial  Stamps,  Sale  of,  451 
Insufficiently  Stamped  Letters,  903 

Ireland 

Ashgrove,  Post  Office  for,  882 

Bere  Island,  1623 

Bushmills,  1795 

Castlecomer  Postal  Service,  1227 

Cork  Mails,  682,  882, 1372 

Cushendun  District  delays,  1625 

Dublin  Junction  Railway,  894 

Harold's  Cross  Office,  Closing  of,  903 

Macroom  District,  882 

Rathvilly,  Telegraph  for,  1792 

Salaries  of  Sub-Postmasters,  883 

Sorting  Clerks,  Dublin,  315 

Stranraer  Mails,  188,  882, 1208 

Subsidies  to  Irish  Railways,  561 

Sunday  and  Night  Duty,  Dublin,  1512 

Telegraph  Stations,  County  Galway,  562 

Trippage  Allowances,  Ac.,  1623 

Upperchurch  Sunday  Post,  1519, 1635 

Ventry  and  Fenit  Telegraphs,  1385 

Wexford  Mails,  1522 

Wicklow  Mails,  446 

Woodford  and  Whitegate  Service,  1215, 
1522 

Letter  Cards,  Profits  on,  1496 

Officials 
Harlesden  Postmaster,  1014 
Postal  Officials  Dismissed,  903 
Rural  Postmen,  685 ;  Pay,  <fec,  1213 
Soldiers  as  Rural  Postmen,  1794 
Town  Postmen  as  Stampers,  &c.  1617 
Welsh-Speaking  Postmasters,  1221 

Parcel  Post  and  Agricultural  Produce,  811 

Polling  or  Voting  Cards,  Postage  of,  1392, 
1494,  1636 

Private  Post  Cards,  451 

Railway  Companies'  Telegrams,  881, 1501 

Re-addressed  Letters,  692, 1242 

Registration  Forms  Postage,  1212 

Scotland 

Aberdeen  Postmaster,  198 

Edinburgh  Post  Office  Retirement,  1368 

Glasgow  and  Edinburgh  Offices,   565, 


689 

Glasgow  Postal  Districts,  877 
Mull  and  Oban  Service,1370 
Scottish  Mail  Contracts,  1497 
Shetland  Telegraph  Cables,  1776 

Telcgraplis 

Charges  to  Cable  Companies,  1388 

Continental  Telegraph  Receipts  1366 

Guarantees  against  Cost,  692 

Railway  Telegrams,  881, 1501 
4    E  \conl 


FER FIT 


{INDEX} 

Vol.  1  (357  O.S.) 


FIT FOR 


Fergusson,  Right  Hon.  Sir  J. — cont. 

Telegraph  Clerks,  Pay,  &c,  887,   1226 

1636 
Telegraph  Money  Orders,  1499 
Telephone  Exchanges,  1224 

Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs  Bill,  822 
Feu  Duties  Rating  Bill  [c.  No.  194] 

Intro.  Dr.  Cameron ;  Read  1°,  1187 

Feus  and  Building  Leases  (Scotland) 
Bill  [c.  No.  172] 

Intro.  Mr.  D.  Crawford;  Read  1°,  664; 
Withdrawn,  and  New  Bill  Intro.  [No.  192]; 
Read  1°,  1128 

FiEiiD,  Admiral  E.,  Sussex,  Eastbourne 

Canton,  Outrage  near,  1211 

O'Halloran,  Coastguard  at  Eastbourne,  1210 

Salvation  Army  at  Eastbourne,  1219 

Fnl,  Trials  at,  1369 

financial  Relations  (England,  Scot- 
land, and  Ireland),  Committee, 
1017,  1800 

Finucane,  Mr.  John,  Limerick,  E. 
Contempt  of  Court  (Ireland)  Bill,  Intro.  166 

Fire  Brigades  (Exemption  from 
Jury)  BUI  [c.  No.  54] 

Intro.  Viscount  Curzon ;  Read  1°,  161 

Fire  Inquests  Bill  [c.  No.  164] 

Intro.  Mr.  Brookfield  ;  Read  1°,  572 

First  Commissioner  of  Works  —  (see 
Plunket,  Right  Hon.  D.  R.) 

Fisheries  (Ireland)  Bill  [c.  No.  74] 

Intro.  Mr.  Conway ;  Read  1°,  154 

Fisheries    (Ireland)     (No.    2)    Bill 

[c.  No.  82] 

Intro.  Mr.  Abraham  ;  Read  1°,  165 

Fishery  Laws  (Ireland)  Amendment 
Bill  [c.  No.  200] 

Intro.  Colonel  Nolan  ;  Read  1°,  1576 

Fitzgerald,  Dr.  James  G.,  Long- 
ford, S. 

Land  Law  (Ireland)  Acts  (1881  and  1887) 
Amendment  Bill,  Intro.  161 

Queen's  Speech,  Address,  825,  539 


Fitzgerald,  Mr.  R.  U.  Penrose,  ( 

bridge 

Cambridge  University  Jurisdiction  Bill,  1 
168 

Flavin,  Mr.  M.,  Cork 

Gallagher,  Dr.  Thomas,  672, 1396 
Queen's  Speech,  Address,  289 

Fletcher,  Sir  Henry  T.,  Sussex,  L 

Naval  Artillery  Volunteers,  1629 

Flynn,  Mr.  James  C,  Cork,  N. 
Balaclava  Survivors,  1381, 1625 
Bantry  Quarter  Sessions,  1894 

Belfast  Corporation  (Lunatic  Asylums) 

1599 
Birth  Certificates,  Cost  of,  1019, 1232, 1 
Constable  Courtney,  1395 
Haulbowline  Dockyard,  1779 
Intermediate  Education,  1506 
Kinsale  Harbour  Board,  1780 
Lord  Kenmare's  Distraints,  1242 
Members'  Letters,  1242 
Nally,  the  late  Convict,  1378 
Police  Protection  at  Glashldnleen,  1018 
Supply— Embassies  Vote,  1325 
Supply— National  Teachers'  Fund,  1565 
Teachers'  Pension  Scheme,  1019 

Fogs 
Accidents  in  Dockyards,  883 
Drownings  in  London  Docks,  194 
London. 
I.  Royal  Commission  asked  lor,  301-309 

Foot-and-Mouth  Disease,  181, 188, 
686,  904,  1527 

Footpaths  BUI  {c.  No.  158] 

Intro.  Mr.  Shaw  Lefevre ;  Read  1°,  554 

Footpaths  Preservation  Bill  [c. 

161] 

Intro.  Mr.  Jesse  Collings ;  Read  1°,  572 

Foreign  Goods  (Mark  of  Origin) 

[c.  No.  130] 
Intro.  Col.  H.  Vincent ;  Read  1°,  297 

Forest  Department  (India),  444 

Forestry  Committee,  1391 

Forman's,  Mr.,  Mission,  201 

FORWOOD,  Right  Hon.  A.  B.  ( 
retary  to  the  Admiralty),  La 
shire,  Ormskirk 
Boilers  in  Her  Majesty's  Ships,  683 
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SV»wood,  Right  Hon.  A.  B.— cant. 
Caulkers  in  Royal  Dockyards,  904 
Naval  Reserve  and  Indian  Marine,  693 

Foster,      Sir     B.      Walter,      Derby, 
Ilkeston 

Billingborough  Grown  Lands,  826 

Coroners'  Act  (1887)  Amendment  Bill,  Intro. 
827 

Pauper  Relief  Return,  821 
Pensions  (Old  Age)  Bill,  Intro.  160 

3\>wucr,  Right  Hon.  H.  H.,  Wolver- 
hampton, E. 

Army  and  Navy  Estimates,  1639 

Belfast  Corporation  (Lunatic  Asylums)  Bill, 
1606 

Coinage  Act,  1891 

Phaser,  Lt.-General   Sir   Charles   C, 

Lambeth,  N. 
Iiondon  County   Council  (Tramways)  Bill, 

"  Freeman's  Journal,"  219,  904 

Proude,  Mr.,  Quotation  from,  92 

Frozen  Meat,  Sale  of 
Q.  Mr.  S.  Leighton,  A.  Sir  M.  H.  Beach,  1799 

Fry,  Mr.  Lewis,  Bristol,  N. 
Consumption  of  Opium  in  India,  1209 

Fueness,  Mr.  C,  Hartlepool 

Tuberculosis,  Royal  Commission  on,  1226 

Gallagher,  Dr.,  253,  672,  1396 

Gallery  of  British  Pictures,  Mr.  Tate's, 
446,  1494 

Galway,   Acreage  required  for  Plant- 
ing, 180 

Gambling  and  Betting  Laws,  196 

Gambling  Act,  1845,  Amendment  Bill 

[I.  No.  23] 

Resented,  Lord  Herschell ;  Read  la,  1464 

Sabdneb,  Mr.  Herbert,  Essex,  Saffron 
•      Walden 

Jogs  and  Loss  of  Life,  194 

PnMic  Meetings  in  Schoolrooms,  1403, 1426, 
1489 


Garibaldi,  347 


Gathorne-Habdy,  Hon.  A.  E.,  Sus$exP 
East  Grinstead 
Justices  of  the  Peace  Bill,  607 

Gedoe,  Mr.  Sydney,  Stockport 

Grown  Agents  for  Colonies,  441 

Deacons  (Church  of  England)  Bill,  Intro. 
298 

Shop  Hours  BiU,  Amendment,  1138, 1160 

General  Police  and  Improvement 
(Scotland)  Act  (1862)  Amend- 
ment Bill  [c.  No.  188] 

Intro.  Mr.  J.  P.  Smith ;  Read  1°,  1127 

German  Emigrants 

Q.  Mr.  C.  Wilson,  A.  Mr,  J.  W.  Lowther, 
1633 

Gibbs,  Mr.  H.  Hueks,  London 

Uncultivated  Land  in  Great  Britain,  1222 
United  States  and  British  Convicts,  1494 

Giles,  Mr.  A.,  SoutJiampton 

Westminster  (Parliament  Street)  Improve* 
ment  Bill,  1763 

Gilhooly,  Mr.  J.,  Cork,  Co,,  W. 
Bere  Island  Post,  1623 
Fair  Bent  Appeals,  1519 
Kerry  County  Cess,  1783 
Public  Meetings,  1520 

Gladstone,  Right  Hon.  W.  B.,  Edin* 
burgh,  Midlothian 

Business  of  the  House — Morning  Sittings, 

1804 
Supply — Victoria  Nyanza  Railway,  1868 

Glebe  Lands  (Sales) 
Return  ordered  (Mr.  S.  Lefevre)  808,  pre*. 
1712 

Gold  Mining  Royalties  (also  see 
Clogan) 

Q.  Mr.  Pritchard  Morgan,  A.  Mr.  Goschen, 
823 

Goole  Stamp  Distributor,  1637 

GORST,  Right  Hon.    Sir  John    K 
(Secretary     to      the      Treasury), 
CJiatliam 
Annuities,    Land   and  Congested    Districts 

(Ireland)  Act,  187 
Arboriculture,  1524 
Artillery  Ranges,  Maplin  Sands,  449 
Billingborough  Crown  Estate,  826 
Cadastral  Survey  for  India,  1775 
Carloway  Pier,  1526 

Chicago    World's  Fair   Commission,.  1383, 
1793 
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<H)R8T  Right  Hon,  Sir  John  E. — cont. 

♦Civil  Contingencies  Fund,  1890-91,  Accounts, 

41 
•Civil  Service  Messengers,  Ac.  456 
Civil  Service  Bank,  1626 
Crown  Lands  Office,  1638 
Fee  Grant  (Scotland),  1575 
Income  Tax  Appeals,  Ireland,  692 
Indian  Census,  1775 
Indian  Civil  Service  Appointments,  577 
Indian  Military  Expeditions,  1773 
Indian  Relief  Kitchens,  1774 
Irish  Railways  in  Congested  Districts,  460 
Irish  Land  Purchase,  "  Periodical  Returns," 

700 
Irish  School  Teachers'  Pensions,  1784 
Kinsale  Harbour  Debt,  1507, 1780 
,     Lagos  District,  1638 

Lough  Erne  Drainage  Works,  187 
Loan  and  Ledger  Paper  Contract,  .1785 
M'Kinley  Tariff  and  West  Indies,  1787 
Mail  Contract,  Portsmouth  and  Ryde,  41, 

1576 
Millbank  Prison  Bill,  Intro.  298 ;  2R.  798 
Natal  Government,  1795 
,     Newcastle    Harbour,    County    Down,    886, 
1216, 1780 
North  Park,  Eltham,  1230 
Parliamentary  Debates,  443,  884,  1227 

Parliamentary  Debates,  Copy  of  Contract 
Presented,  558 

Registry  of  Deeds  Office,  Dublin,  818 

Router's  Telegram  Company,  1516 

Royal  University  of  Ireland   Income  Tax, 

1218 
Scottish  Contracts,  1508 
Scottish  Prisons  Report,  895 
Shannon  Drainage  Inspection,  1239 
Stationery  Office  Circulars,  564 

Stationery  Office,  Waste  Paper  Department, 

1022,  1222 
Supplemental'}'  Estimates,  696 

Supply — Civil  Service,  South   Africa,  1831, 
ia32,  1834 

Supply — National    Teachers'    Fund,    1535, 
1539,  1541,  1542,  1543,  1545, 1550,  1561 

Supreme    Court    of    Judicature    (Ireland) 
Accounts,  42 

Trinidad  Judges}) ip,  1491 

Waterlow  and  Sons'  Contract,  197,  319 

West  Highlands  and  Islands  Report,  319 

GOSCHEN,  Right  Hon.  G.  J.  (Chan- 

cellor     of    the    Exchequer),     St. 

George's,  Hanover  Square 

Agricultural  Returns,  Collection  of,  1375 

British  East  Africa  Company's  Survey,  1235 

British  Columbia  Colonisation,  562;   Vote 
for,  1020 

Cardiff  Savings  Bank,  192 

Chiltern  Hundreds,  Precedents,  462 

Civil  Servants  over  Sixty-five,  684,  1395 

Clogan  Gold  Mine,  678 

[cont. 


Goschen,  Right  Hon.  G.  J. — cont. 

Customs  Officers,  1515 

Designs  for  New  Coinage,  Committee 

Financial  Relations  Committee,  Ei 

Scotland,  and  Ireland,  1017 
Income  Tax  Assessments,  Schedule  I 
Income  Tax  Commissioner  appointee 
Inland  Revenue  Officers' Petition,  81$ 
Irish  Constabulary  Pensions,  1889 
Labour  Commission,  Ladies  on,  461 
Land  Purchase  Act  (1885),  Annuities 
light  Gold  and  Coinage  Act,  570 
National  Education  (Ireland)  Bill,  9C 
Pensions  and  Superannuations,  1527 
Property  Assessments,  322 
Royalties  on  Gold  Mining,  678,  828 
Savings  Banks  Act  (1891),  189,  902 
Stamp  Duties,  Ireland,  890 
Superannuation    Acts    Amendment 

Intro.  1127 
Supply— Victoria   Nyanza    Railway 

1868, 1875, 1877 
Technical  Education,  452 
Trade  Societies,  Certificates,  1889 

Gourley,  Mr.  E.  T.,  Snnderlan 

Autumn  Military  Manoeuvres,  1615 
Boilers  in  Her  Majesty's  Ships,  683 
H.M.S.  Victoria,  Stranding  of,  187 
Naval  Reserve  and  Indian  Marine,  6 
Letter  Cards,  1496 
Torpedo  Vessels,  1614 
Washington  Maritime  Conference,  9< 

Government  Contracts 

Hebbert  &  Co.,  Belts  and  Pouches,  6 
Holland  and  Hannen,  125, 128, 180 
Prices  of  Army  Socks,  677 
Return  of  Forms  Issued  as  to  Wages 
War  Office  and  Government  Factori 

892 
Waterlow  and  Sons,  197f  318 

Government  Factories 
Complaints  by  Private  Firms,  314 

Government  of  Scotland  BUI  [ 

66] 

Intro.  Mr.  Hunter;  Read  1°,  168 

Gower,  Mr.  G.  G.  Leveson-,  Stoke 
Trent 
Supply— Embassies,  Ac.,  Vote,  1896, 

Graham,  Mr.  R.  Cuninghame,  h 

N.W. 
"  Anarchist "  Prosecution,  087 
Arabi  Pasha,  450 
Eight  Hours  Bill,  Intro.  298 
Jeffries,  G.  L.,  Dismissal  of,  679 

[* 
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[,  Mr.  R.  C. — cant. 
Jobson,  Mr.,  Case  of,  680 
local  Government  (Ireland)  Bill,  791 
Queen's  Speech,  Address,  132 
'Shallard,  Mr.,  and  Ordnance  Dept.,  823 
8mall  Arms  Factory,  Prices,  892 
Tobacco  Corporation  of  Persia,  891 

"  Grand  Old  Man,"  221 

Gray,  Mr.  G.  W.,  Essex,  Maiden 
Queen's  Speech,  Address,  113 
Shop  Hours  Bill,  1162 
Small  Agricultural  Holdings  Bill,  945 

Great  Northern  (Ireland)  Railway 

Beport  of  Inquiry  (Sir  M.  H.  Beach),  1187 

Green    Street    Court      House     (see 
IRELAND),  453,  880,  1619 

Greenwich  Hospital  (see  NA  VY  also) 

Accounts  pres.  to  March  1891,  612 

Age  Pensions,  555,  1644 

Select  Com.  Motion,    CoL    Hughes,    1643, 
Agreed  to,  1646 

Gresham  University  (see  also  Albert), 
695,  1244,  1531 

Grey,  Sir  E.,  Northumberland,  Berwick 
Farm  Produce  and  Parcels  Post,  811 

Gbimthorpe,  Lord 

Clergy  Discipline  (Immorality)  Bill,   1721, 
1741,  1745 

Grocers'    Licences    (Scotland)   Bill 

[c.  No.  134] 

Intro.  Mr.  Long ;  Read  1°,  298 

Guardians  of  the  Poor  (Qualification) 
Bill  [c.  No.  84] 

Intro.  Mr.  H.  J.  Wilson  ;  Read  1°,  165 

Guardians  of  the  Poor  Qualification 
(Ho.  2)  Bill  [c.  No.  153] 

Intro.  Sir  W.  Plowden  ;  Read  1°,  323 
Haldane,  Mr.  R.  B.,  Haddington 

Local  Authorities  (Purchase  of  Land)  Bill, 

Intro.  158 
Queen's  Speech,  Answer,  293 
Small  Agricultural  Holdings  Bill,  933,  943 
Small  Holdings  (Scotland)  BUI,  Intro.  806 
Women's  Disabilities'  Removal  Bill,  Intro. 

806 

HALSBURY,  Lord  (Lord  Chancellor) 

Conveyancing  and    Law  of   Property   Act 
(1881)  Amendment  Bill,  1757 

[e<mt. 
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Halsbury,  Lord— cont. 

County  Council  Candidates,  1007 

Evidence  in  Criminal  Cases  Bill,  Presented* 
38;  Second  Reading, 665 

Marriages  Abroad  Bill,  Presented,  1760 

Public    Authorities'  Protection    Bill,    Pre* 
sented,  1760 

Queen's  Speech,  1 

Short  Titles  Bill,  Presented,  413, 1463 

Smoke  Nuisance  Abatement  Bill,  178 

Statute  Law  Revision  Bill,  Presented,  1760 

Trusts  Bill,  Presented,  1189 

HAMILTON,  Right  Hon.  Lord 
George  F.  (First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty),  Middlesex,  Ealing 

East  African  Slave  Trade,  1225 

Estimates,  1639 

Fog  Accidents  in  Dockyards,  883 

Greenwich  Age  Pensions,  1375 

Greenwich  Hospital,  Repairs,  Ac.  1372 

Haulbowline  Docks,  900, 1225,  1779, 1792 

H.M.S.  Eqptigle,  Chilian  Specie  Shipment,. 
445 

H.M.S.  Victoria,  Stranding  of,  188 

Marines  Harvesting,  1786 

Naval  Repairs  on  Irish  Stations,  1015 

O'Halloran,    Coastguard    at     Eastbourne* 
1211 

Royal  Naval  Artillery  Volunteers,  191, 1617 

Torpedo  Vessels,  1615 

Hammond,  Mr.  J.,  Carlow 
Dockyard  Staff  at  Haulbowline,  1792 

Hanbury,  Mr.  R.  W.,  Preston 

Magazine  Rifle,  1634 

Pensioners,  &c,  Employed  by  War  Office,. 

1233 
Unclaimed    Balances,    Deceased    Soldiers,. 

1233 

Handloom  Weaving  (Ireland)    Bill 

[c.  No.  154] 

Intro.  Col.  Saunderson ;  Read  1°,  323 

Harcoubt,  Bight  Hon.  Sir  W.  G.  V.f 

Derby 

Belfast  Corporation  (Lunatic  Asylums)  Bill* 
1351, 1603 

Business  of  the  House,  1031 

Count  Out,  909 

County  Court  Judges  in  Wales,  860 

De  Cobain,  Mr.,  206 

East  Africa  Company  Papers,  1236 

Established  Church  in  Wales,  1119 

Intoxicating   Liquors   (Licences    Refused), 
Return  Moved  for,  544 

Local  Government  (Ireland)  Bill,  744 
Morning  Sittings,  1809 
Public  Meetings  in  Schoolrooms,  1422, 1427, 
1433, 1437,  1442, 1443 

[cont. 
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Harcoubt,  RigHtf  Hon.  Sir  W.  G.  V. — cont. 

Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  Answer  to,  56 ; 
(Treason  Felony  Prisoners)  328,  852 

'  Small  Agricultural  Holdings  Bill,  925 

Supplementary  Estimates,  1399 

Hares  Bill  [c.  No.  Ill] 

Intro.  Col.  Dawnay  ;  Head  1°,  170 

Harland,  Sir  Edward  J.,  Belfast,  N. 

Belfast  Corporation  (Lunatic  Asylums)  Bill, 
1338,  1592 

Harrington,  Mr.  Timothy  C,  Dublin, 

Harbour  Division 

Evicted  Tenants  and  Land  Purchase  Act, 
1386 

Queen's  Speech  (Treason  Felony  Prisoners), 
337 

Harrison,  Mr.  H.,  Tipperary,  Mid. 

Arboriculture  in  Ireland,  1636 

Forestry  Committee    and    Board  of    Agri- 
culture, 1391 

Pensions  to  Irish  Constabulary,  1388 

University  Education  (Ireland)  Bill,  Intro. 
162 

Harrison,  Mr.,  ami  Dronfield  Justices 

Assault  by  Gamekeepers,  Q.  Mr.  Labouchere, 
A.  Mr.  Matthews,  568 

Haulbowline   Dock,   815,    900,    1225, 
1779,  1792 

Havelock-  Allan,      Lt. -General      Sir 
Henry  M.,  Durham,  S.E. 

Report  on  Army  Service  Terms,  455 
Wantage  Committee,  1516 

Hayden,  Mr.  L.  P.,  Leitrim,  S. 

Arboriculture,  1523 

Nally,  the  late  Convict,  1381,  1777 

National  Teachers'  Fund,  1547 

Hayne,  Mr.  Charles  Seale-,  Devon, 
Ashburton 

„  Agricultural  Tenants'  Improvement  Bill, 
Intro.  827 

Industrial  and  Provident  Societies  (Lease- 
hold Enfranchisement)  Bill,  Intro.  170; 
2R.  800 

Justices  of  the  Peace  Bill,  Intro.  171 ;  2R. 
581 

Rural  Postmen,  685 

Town  Postmen  and  Stampers,  1616 

Healy,  Mr.  Maurice,  Cork 

Belfast  Corporation  (Lunatic  Asylum*)  Bill, 

Amendment,  1347 
Erasmus  Smith  Endowments,  1223 

[cx>nt. 


Healy,  Mr.  Maurice — cont. 

Irish  Drainage  Acts,  1029 
Municipal  Franchise  (Ireland)  Bill,  618 
National  Education  (Ireland)  Bill,  996 
Rating  Law  and  Boards  of  Guardians,  12! 
Salmon  Fisheries  (Ireland)  Bill,  808 

Healy,  Mr.  T.  M.,  Longford,  N. 

Belfast  Corporation  (Lunatic  Asylums)  Bi 
1342,  1354,  1862 

Chilian  Papers  asked  for,  1822 

Chiltern  Hundreds,  Precedents,  462 

Civil  Servants  over  Sixty-five,  684, 1896 

Congested  Districts  Boards,  464 

Cork  Bankruptcy  Court,  681 

Cork  Mails,  681 

De  Cobain,  Mr.,  204 

District  Registries  for  Ireland,  890 

Education  and  Local  Taxation  Relief  (So 
land),  1447 

Errors  in  Printing  the  Acts,  688 

Green  Street  Court  House,  Dublin,  454 

Irish  Civil  BUI  Officers,  682 

Local  Authorities  (Acquisition  of  Land)  Bi 
1329 

Local  Government  (Ireland)  Bill,  711, 7? 

747 
Millbank  Prison  Bill,  1328 

Municipal  Franchise  (Ireland)  Bill,  2R.  64 
Com.  1186 

Nally,  the  late  Convict,  1381 

National  Education  in  Ireland,  1876 

National  School  Attendances,  1876 

Parliamentary  Papers  Distribution,  1126 

Police  Courts  Vote,  1319 

Post  Office  Subsidies  to  Railways,  661 

Private  Bill  Procedure  Bill,  1466 

Public  Meetings  in  Schoolrooms,  1426 

Queen '8    Speech,    Address,    279;   on   Iri 
Amendment,  640 

Railway  Servants'  Hours,  Select  Cam.,  67i 

Shannon  Drainage  Works  Inspection,  12S 

Sorting  Clerks,  Dublin  Post  Office,  316 

Salmon  Fishery,  Lord  Ventry's,  1240 

Summary  Jurisdiction  Act  Amendment  B 
1185 

Heatox,  Mr.  J.  Henniker,  Canterbui 

Cable  Companies,  Charges  to,  1887 

Continental  Telegraph  Receipts,  1366 

Forman's,  Mr.,  Mission,  201 

Indian  and  Colonial  Stamps,  Sale  of,  461 

Insufficiently  Stamped  Letters,  908 

Lights  in  Red  Sea,  816 

New  Zealand,  Governor  of,  1893 

Parcel     Post     (United    States   and  Gm 
Britain),  Return  Ordered,  800 

Postal  Officials  Dismissed,  902 

Private  Post  Cards,  461 

Re-direction  of  Foreign  Letters,  692 

Telegraph  Money  Orders,  1499 

Telegraph  Subsidies,  692 
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iGE,  Right  Hon.E.  ,Great  Grimsby 

m  of  the  Peace  Bill,  606 
hester,    Sheffield,    and    Lincolnshire 
Iway    (Extension    to    London)    Bill, 
2 

unentary  Elections  (Votes  of  Seamen) 
1,1127 

c  Meetings  in  Schoolrooms,  1410 
Agricultural  Holdings  BUI,  951 

)n-Hodge,  Mr.  R.  T.,  Lancashire, 
.E. 

unent — Queen's  Speech,  Moving  Ad- 
as in  Answer  to,  48  (see  also  Appendix 
swing  166) 

hell,  Lord 

ig  and  Loans  (Infants)  Bill,  Presented, 
;  2R.  1001 

y  Discipline  (Immorality)  BUI,  1742 
jyancing    and  Law    of  Property  Act 
31)  Amendment  BUI,  2R.  1755, 1759 

;nce  in  Criminal  Cases  BUI,  668 
>f  Goods  BUI,  Presented,  1760 

Sheriffs*  Expenses,  1785 

Colonel  E.  S.,  Bristol,  S. 
ia  and  Volunteer  Artillery,  1615 

Mr.   A.  Staveley,  Staffordshire, 
ingsurinford 

oading  Prosecutions,  1239 

.EY,  Mr.  B.,  Worcestershire,  N. 

ron  Warrants  BUI,  Intro.  168 

,  Mr.,  S.  Norwich 

Ik  MUitia  Training,  822 

3  Meetings  in  Schoolrooms,  1434 

►use,  Mr.,  Somerset,  E. 

se  and  Art  Examinations,  1508 
deal  Instruction,  Money  for,  691 
3*  Registration  Bill,  Intro.  328 

d  and  Hannen,  125,  128,  130 

OFFICE 

ary  of  State  (see  Mattluws,  Right  Hon. 

'  Secretary  of  State  (see  Wortley,  Mr. 
3.  Stuart) 

whist"  Prosecution,  697 

gand  Gambling  Laws,  Q.  Mr.  Morton, 
Ir.  Matthews,  196 

id,  Florence,    Q.    Mr.   C.  WUson,    A. 
Matthews,  1682 

i,  Expenses  of,  Q.  Mr.  Conybeare,  A. 
S.  Wortley,  1243 

\cont. 
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Children,  Cruelty  to,  Q.  Mr.  Cobb,  A.  Mr. 
Matthews,  449;  Insurance  of,  Q.  CoL 
Dawnay,  A.  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  463 

Convicts,  Clarke,  Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien,  A.  Mr. 
Matthews,  1524,  1790 ;  Gallagher,  Qs.  Mr. 
Flavin,  Mr.  T.  D.  Sullivan,  Mr.  Sexton, 
As.  Mr.  Matthews,  672, 1396 ;  M'Kevitt,  Q. 
Mr.  P.  O'Brien,  A.  Mr.  Matthews,  458     n 

Counting  Votes  at  Elections,  Q.  Mr.  Labou- 
chere,  A.  Mr.  Matthews,  1530  '  - , 

Daniel  Case  and  Bailiff  of  Jersey,  Q.  Mr. 
Cobb,  A.  Mr.  Matthews,  1375 

Dronfield  Justices,  Q.  Mr.  Labouchere,  A. 
Mr.  Matthews,  568 

Factory  Inspectors,  Q.  Sir  H.  James,  A.  Mr. 
Matthews,  690 

Illiterate  Voters,  Q.  Mr.  Webster,  A.  Mr. 
Matthews,  691 ;  see  also  868 

Ill-Treatment  of  Child,  Helston,  Q,  Mr 
Norris,  A.  Mr.  Matthews,  899 

Imprisonment  for  Debt,  Q.  Mr.  Labouchere* 
A.  Mr.  Matthews,  1502 

Kitchen  Boilers,  Q.  Mr.  Craig,  A.  Mr. 
Matthews,  1387 

Licensing  of  Theatres,  Q.  Mr.  Lawson,  A. 
Mr.  Matthews,  695 

Mines  and  Factories,  Isle  of  Man,  Q.  Dr. 
Cameron,  A.  Mr.  Matthews,  1026 

Nunn,  Thomas,  Q.  Mr.  PickersgUl,  A.  Mr. 
Matthews,  442 

Open-Air  Meetings,  Q.  Mr.  J.  Rowlands,  A* 
Mr.  Matthews,  1282 

Police  Pensions,  Ac.  Q.  Mr.  F.  S.  Stevenson, 
A.  Mr.  Matthews,  1786 

Political  Prisoners,  Portland,  Q.  Mr.  P. 
O'Brien,  A.  Mr.  Matthews;  1396  (see  also 
Convicts  and  Treason  Felony,  under  Title 
of  IRELAND) 

Prison  Commissioners,  Q.  Mr.  PickersgUl, 
A.  Mr.  Matthews,  198 

Prison  Warders*  Pay,  dc.  Q.  Sir  J.  Pease,  A. 
Mr.  Matthews,  1213 

Salvation  Army,  Eastbourne,  Q.  Mr.  J.  E, 
Ellis,  Mr.  Dillon,  A.  Mr.  Matthews,  1028; 
Q.  Admiral  Field,  A.  Mr.  Matthews,  1219 

South  Wales  Colliery  Statistics,  Q.  Mr.  D. 
Thomas,  A.  Mr.  Matthews,  1388 

Treason  Felony  Prisoners,  Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien, 
A.  Mr.  Matthews,  879 

WalVs,  James,  Sentence,  Q.  Sir  E.  Reed,  A. 
Mr.  Matthews,  673 

World's  End  Meetings,  Qs.  Mr.  J.  Rowlands, 
Mr.  Whitmore,  As.  Mr.  Matthews,  1529 

Wormwood  Scrtcbbs  Prisoti,  Q.  Mr.  Pickers- 
gill,  A.  Mr.  Matthews,  196 

Home  Rule,  19,  65,  69,  78,  92,  101, 
217,  234,  296,  335,  374,  388,  474, 
;        504,  517,  522,  532,  538,  542 

Hop  Substitutes  Bill  [c.  No.  159] 

Intro.  Mr.  Brookfield ;  Read  1°,  554 


HOS HUN 


Hospitals,  &c.  (Assistance  from  Rates) 
Bill  [c.  No.  102] 

Intro.  Mr.  Mather ;  Read  1°,  168 

Hospital  Grants,  Dublin  and  Belfast, 
448 

11  Hot  Orangemen,"  25 

"  Hottentots,"  68,  91,  469 

Houldsworth,  Sir  William  H.,  Man* 
Chester,  N.W. 

Companies   Act    (1862)    Amendment    Bill, 

Intro.  169 
Lagos  Trade,  820 

Mersey  and  Irwell  (Pollution)  Bill,  1365 

Hours  of  Labour,  France 

Women  and  Children,  Q.  Mr.  Maclean,  A. 
Mr.  J.  W.  Lowther,  1513 

Hours  of  Railway  Servants,  569 
Select  Committee  re-appointed,  573 
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Hunter,  Mr.  W.  A.- 
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?ont. 


ing  of  the  Working  Classes  Bill 

[c.  No.  13] 
Intro.  Mr.  Tuite ;  Read  1°,  164 

Housing   of  the   Working  Classes 
(Ireland)  Bill  [c.  No.  59] 

Intro.  Mr.  O'Keeffe;  Read  1°,  162 

Howard,  Mr.  J.,  Middlesex,  Tottenham 
Small  Arms  Factories,  Comparisons,  892 

Howell,  Mr.  G.,  Bethnal  Green,  N.E. 

Cardiff  Savings  Bank,  192 

Corporate     Associations     (Property)     Bill, 

Intro.  323 
Justices  of  the  Peace  Bill,  585,  600 
Parliamentary  Elections  (No.  2)  Bill,  Intro. 

166 

'  Trade  Unions,  Board  of  Trade  Report,  193 

Trade  Union  Provident  Funds  Bill,  Intro. 
572 

Hozier,  Mr.  J.  H.  C,  Lanarkshire,  S. 

Education    and  Local  Taxation,  &c.  Bill, 
1268 

Hughes,  Colonel  E.,  Woolwich 

Greenwich  Hospital  (Age  Pensions)  Return, 

555  ;  Motion  for  Select  Com.  1643 
Labourers  in  Ordnance  Store  Dept.,  671 
Small  Agricultural  Holdings  Bill,  960 

Hunter,  Mr.  W.  A,  Aberdeen,  N. 

Divorce  Bill,  Intro.  171 

[cont. 


Education  and  Local  Taxatibn,  Ac.,  Bill, 

1298 
Financial  Relations  Committee,  1800 

Government  of  Scotland  Bill,  Intro.  169 

Huntly,  Marquess  of 

Cattle  Disease,  869 
Technical  Instruction,  421 

Illikgwobth,  Mr.  A.,  Bradford,  W. 

Queen's  Speech,  Address,  114 

Illiterate  Voters,  691,  863 

Ill-Treatment  of  Child  at  Helston,  899 

Imperial  Tobacco  Corporation,  Persia 
Q.  Mr.  C.  Graham,  A.  Mr.  J.  W.  Lowther,  891 

Income    Tax,   Special    Commissioner* 
567 

INDIA 

Secretary  of  State  (see  Cross,  Viscount) 
Under  Secretary  of  State  (see  Curwn,  Hon* 

G.  N.) 
Bulwunt    Rao's    Death,  Q.  Mr.    Seymour 

Keay,  A.  Mr.  Curzon,  1788 

Cadastral  Survey,  Q.  Mr.  Mao  Neill,  A. 
Sir  J.  Gorst,  1775 

Census,  Q.  Mr.  Bryce,  A.  Sir  J.  Gorst,. 
1774 

Civil  Service,  Queen's  Speech,  Amend- 
ment, 396;  Address  for  Return,  577; 
Number  of  Natives,  <fe.,  Qs.  Mr.  Mao 
Neill,  Sir  B.  Temple,  As.  Mr.  Curzon,, 
819,  825,  895,  1028 

"  East  India  {Salaries)  "  Return,  Q.  Mr* 
Keay,  A.  Mr.  Curzon,  1794 

Factory  Act  Regulations,  Q.  Mr.  Proband* 
A.  Mr.  Curzon,  812 

Famine  Kitchens,  Q.  Mr.  Mac  Neill,  A.  Sir 

John  Gorst,  1774 
Forest  Department,  Q.  Mr.  Coghill,  A.  Mr. 

Curzon,  444 

Indian  Councils,  16,  28,  81,  87,  388,  896; 

Act  Amendment  Bill,  38,  419,  80fr;  fA'fc. 

2)  Bill,  1187 

Indian  Marine  and  Naval  Reserve,  69B 

Madras  Presidency  Famine  Statistics* 
Q.  Mr.  Mac  Neill,  A.  Mr.  Canon,  1491 

Military  Forces  in  Burma,  Qs.  Mh 
Buchanan,  As.  Mr.  Canon,  1681, 17W 

Military  Expeditions,  Expenses*  Q.  M& 
Bryce,  A.  Sir  J.  Gorst,  1773 

Opium  Trade,  84,  139 ;  Q.  Mr.  S.  Smitit 
A.  Mr.  Curzon,  185 ;  Cultivation,  Q.Sir  J. 
Pease,  A.  Mr.  Curzon,  1206;  CeswsVf* 
Hon,  Q.  Mr.  L.  Fry,  A.  Mr.  Cow*. 
1209 

Pensioners,  East  India  Company,  Q.  » 
Sexton,  A.  Mr.  Curzon,  1500 

Railways,  Metre  Gauge,  Q.  Mr.  lbftt* 

A.  Mr.  Curzon,  1514 
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Indian  Councils  Act  (1861)  Amend- 
ment Bill  [/.  No.  3] 

Presented,  Viscount  Gross;  Read  Is,  38 
Bead  2*,  413 
Committee,  809 

3s,  873,  and  sent  to  Commons 


Indian  Councils  Act  (1861)  Amend- 
ment (No.  2)  Bill  [c.  No.  193] 

Intro.  Sir  W.  Plowden ;  Read  1°,  1187 

Industrial  and  Provident  Societies 
(Leasehold  Enfranchisement) 
Bill  [c.  No.  114] 

Intro.  Mr.  Seale-Hayne ;  Read  1°,  170 
Second  Reading,  800 

Industrial   School  Lads    and  Strikes, 
462 

Influenza  Epidemic 

Qs.  Col.  Howard  Vincent,  Mr.  Cobb,  As.  Mr. 
Long,  189,  190 

Inland  Revenue  Officers 

Q.  Mr.  Cobb,  A.  Mr.  Goschen,  812 

Inspection  Committee,  Trustee  Savings 
Banks,  189 

Insurance  Fund,  481,  484,  499,  507 

Insurance  of  Children 

Q.  Col.  Dawnay,  A.  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  463 

International  Sanitary  Conference, 
Venice 

Q.  Dr.  Parquharson,  A.  Mr.  J.  W.  Lowther, 
670 

Intoxicating  Liquors  (Ireland)  Bill 

[c.  No.  53] 

Intro.  Mr.  Johnston ;  Read  1°,  163 

Intoxicating  Liquors  (Licences  Re- 
fused) 

Return  for  1890  and  1891  asked  for,  554 

IRELAND 

Lord  Lieutenant    Zetland,    Earl  of)  Chief 
Secretary    to    the    Lord   Lieutenant    (see 

(Jackson,  Right  Hon.  W.  L.) 
Attorney  General  (see  Madden,  Right  Hon* 

D.H.) 

Army  and  Navy 

Carlow  Barracks,  1791 

Haulbowline  Docks,  815,  900,  1779 

ftifle  Range  at  Newtownards,  826 

Royal  Irish  Rifles'  Training,  455 

Sergeant  Major  Webster's  Pension,  1012 

[cont. 


IRELAND— cont. 
Education 

Average  Attendance  at  Schools,  Q.  Mr.  T. 
M.  Healy,  A.  Mr.  Jackson,  1376 

Erasmus  Smith  Endowments,  Q.  Mr. 
Maurice  Healy,  A.  Mr.  Jackon,  1224 

Grant,  Distribution  of,  Qs.  Colonel  Nolan, 
Mr.  Sexton,  As.  Mr.  Jackson,  454,  570 

Intermediate  Education,  Examinations, 
Qs.  Mr.  Flynn,  As.  Mr.  Jackson,  1019, 
1232, 1506 

Model  Schools  and  Capitation  Grant,  Q» 
Mr.  Johnston,  A.  Mr.  Jackson,  1504 ' 

National  Education  Bill,  Notice,  43 ;  De- 
bate, 968;  Q.  Colonel  Nolan,  A.  Mr. 
Jackson,  1232 

Pension  Scheme  for  Teachers,  Qs.  Mr. 
Flynn,  Colonel  Nolan,  As.  Mr.  Jackson, 
1019, 1231 ;  Debate  in  Supply,  1532-1564  ; 
Q.  Mr.  CoghiU,  A.  Sir  J.  Const,  1784 

Return,  Q.  Mr.  A.  T.  W.  RusseU,  A.  Mr. 
Jackson,  194,  458 

School  Teachers'  Fees,  Q.  Mr.  CriUy,  A» 
Mr.  Jackson,  698 

Fisheries 

Bills  Introduced,  Mr.  Conway,  164;  Mr* 
W.  Abraham,  165 ;  Colonel  Nolan,  1576 

Limerick  Conservators,  Q.  Mr.  Mahony, 
A.  Mr.  Jackson,  1616 

Lord  Ventry's  Fishery,  Q.  Mr.  T.  M» 
Healy,  A.  Mr.  Madden,  1240 

Salmon  Fisheries  Bill,  Mr.  Macartney, 
Intro.  180;  2R.  801 

Shannon,  Inspection  of,  Q.  Mr.  T.  M» 
Healy,  A.  Sir  J.  Gorst,  1239 

Stewart,  Mr.,  of  Horn  Head,  674 

Trawling   in   Irish   Waters,  Qs.  Colonel 

Nolan,  As.  Mr.  Jackson,  1383, 1510, 1618, 

1790 

Land  Acts  and  Commission,  Legisla- 
tion, <tc. 

Congested  Districts  Act,  1891,  Q.  Mr.  Knox* 
A.  Sir  J.  Gorst,  186 

Congested  Districts  Board,  Qs.  Colonel 
Nolan,  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy,  Mr.  T.  W.  Russell* 
As.Mr.  Jackson,  464;  Q.  Mr.O'Kelly,A.Mr. 
Jackson,  819 ;  Q.  Mr.  Conway,  A.  Mr. 
Jackson,  895 ;  Qs.  Mr.  Sexton,  Mr.  A» 
O'Connor,  A.  Mr.  Jackson,  1010;  Qs. 
Mr.  Mac  Neill,  Mr.  Dillon,  Mr.  John- 
ston,  As.  Mr.  Jackson,  1028 
Judicial  Rents,  Return  presented,  412 
Land  Commission,  Qs.  Mr.  Sexton,  Mr.  T* 
W.  Russell,  As.  Mr.  Jackson,  203 ;  In 
Enniskillen,  Q.  Mr.  Jordan,  A.  Mr. 
Jackson,  1525 

Land  Purchase  Act,  1885,  Q.  Mr.  Knox* 
A.  Goschen,  186 ;  Acts  1885—1888,  Q. 
Mr.  J.  Ellis,  A.  Mr.  Jackson,  442; 
Advances,  Q.  Mr.  Sexton,  A.  Mr.  Jackson, 
312;  Applications,  Q.  Mr.  Sexton,  A. 
Mr.  Jackson,  459  ;  Evictions,  Q.  Mr.  W» 
O'Brien,  A.  Mr.  Jackson,  818 ;  Qs.  Mr* 
T.  W.  RusseU,  Mr.  Dillon,  Mr.  T.  0. 
Harrington,  Mr.  Sexton,  As.  Mr. Jackson, 

[cont. 
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IRELAND— Laird  Acts— cont. 

1386;  Fair  Rents,  Antrim,  Q.  Mr. 
Pinkerton,  A.  Mr.  Jackson,  1218;  Lease- 
holders', 1887,  Act,  Q.  Mr.  McCartan, 
A.  Mr.  Madden,  1215;  "Periodical  Re- 
turns," Q.  Mr.  J.  Ellis,  A.  Sir  J.  Gorst, 
700 ;  Rules,  Q.  Knox,  Mr.  Keay,  A.  Mr. 
Jackson,  1231, 1789 

Supreme  Court  of  Judicature  (Ireland), 
Accounts  presented,  42 

Landlord  and  Tetvant 

Division  of  Rates,  Q.  Mr.  Knox,  A.  Mr.  A. 
•     J.  Balfour,  1526 

Evicted  Tenants  and  Land  Purchase  Act, 
Q.  Mr.  W.  O'Brien,  A.  Mr.  Jackson, 
818;  Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien,  A.  Mr.  Jackson, 
1513 

Evicted  Tenants'  Bill,  Mr.  O'Kelly,  Intro. 
158 ;  2R.  1665-1711 

Evictions,  Return  of,  556 ;  Lord  Ashbrook's 
Estate,  Q.  Mr.  Roche,  A.  Mr.  Jackson, 
566;  Philipstown,  Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien,  A. 
Mr.  Jackson,  1497 

Fair  Rent  Appeal,  Q.  Mr.  Gilhooly,  A. 
Mr.  Jackson,  1519 

Lord  Kcnmare  and  his  Tenantry,  Q.  Mr. 
Flynn,  A.  Madden,  1242,  1394 

*   Law  and  Police,  dc. 

Armagh  Prison,  Q.  Mr.  Blane,  A.  Mr. 
Jackson,  1376 

Bankruptcies  and  Arrangements  Bill, 
Mr.  Chance,  Intro.  323  ;  Local  Courts 
Bill,  Mr.  M'Cartan,  Intro.  572 ;  Com. 
1576 

Belfast  Registry,  Qs.  Mr.  Sexton,  Mr. 
T.  M.  Healy,  As.  Mr.  Madden,  889 

Civil  Bill  Officers,  Q.  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy,  A. 
Mr.  Madden,  682 

Clare  Constabulary,  Q.  Mr.  Sexton,  A. 
Mr.  Jackson,  1782 

ClougJier  Sessions,  Q.  Mr.  Blane,  A.  Mr. 
Madden,  815 

Constables — Courtney,  Q.  Mr.  Flynn,  A. 
Mr.  Stanhope,  1395 ;  Gurry,  Q.  Mr.  P. 
O'Brien,  A.  Mr.  Jackson,  1503 

Constabulary  Pensions,  Q.  Mr.  Harrison, 
A.  Mr.  Goschen,  1389 

Convicts — Clarke,  Qs.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien,  As. 
Mr.  Matthews,  1524,  1790;  Dr.  Galla- 
gher, Qs.  Mr.  Flavin,  Mr.  T.  D.  Sulli- 
van, Mr.  Sexton,  As.  Mr.  Matthews, 
672,  1396 ;  Kinsclla,  Q.  Mr.  M'Cartan, 
A.  Mr.  Jackson,  1624;  M'Kcvitt,  Q. 
Mr.  P.  O'Brien,  A.  Mr.  Matthews,  458; 
Mullett,  Q.  Mr.  M'Cartan,  A.  Mr.  Jack- 
son, 885;  Qs.  Mr.  M'Cartan,  Mr. 
Dillon,  Colonel  Nolan,  As,  Mr.  Jackson, 
1216 ;  Nally,  Qs.  Mr.  Flynn,  Mr.  Sexton, 
Mr.  Dillon,  Mr.  P.  O'Brien,  Mr. 
Hayden,  As.  Mr.  Jackson,  1378-1381 ; 
Qs.  Mr.  M'Cartan,  Mr.  Sexton,  As.  Mr. 
Jackson,  Mr.  Madden,  1518 ;  Qs.  Mr. 
Hayden,  Mr.  P.  O'Brien,  Mr.  M'Cartan, 
Mr.  Sexton,  As.  Mr.  Jackson,  Mr. 
Madden,  1777 

Cork  Bankruptcy  Court,  Q.  Mr.  T.  M. 
Healy,  A.  Mr.  Madden,  681 

[cont. 


I  IRELAND— Law  and  Pofcce— cont. 

County  Courts,  Bill,  Mr.  Qhanoe,  Intro.; 
Q.  Mr.  Chance,  A.  Mr.  Madden,  90S 

Deeds  of  Arrangement,  Q.  Mr.  Chance,  A* 
Mr.  Madden,  201 

Enniskillen  Gaol,  Qs.  Mr.  Jordan,  As.  Mb. 
Jackson,  1396, 1524, 1681 

F'untona  Police  Barracks,  Q.  Mr.  CoghOlg 
A.  Mr.  Jackson,  1784 

Grand  Jury  Act,  Q.  Mr.  Knox,  A.  Mr. 
Madden,  1511 

Jurors*  Payment,  Q.  Mr.  O'Hanlon,  A.  Mr. 
Jackson ;  Qs.  Mr.  Mulholland,  Mr.  Lea, 
As.  Mr.  Jackson,  1206;  Expenses  BiU, 
Colonel  Nolan,  Intro.  171 

Kerry  County  Cess,  Q.  Mr.  Gilhooly,  A. 
Mr.  Jackson,  1784 

Montagu,  Mrs.,  Arrest  of,  Qs.  Mr.  P. 
O'Brien,  As.  Mr.  Jackson,  906, 1242 

Oyer  and  Terminer,  Commission  ef, 
Q.  Mr.  Sexton,  A.  Mr.  Jackson,  1090 

Police  Protection  in  Ireland,  Obs.  Mar- 
quess of  Londonderry,  Earl  Oado- 
gan,  Marquess  of  Salisbury,  174-178;  M 
Glashhinleen,  Q.  Mr.  Flynn,  A.  Mr. 
Jackson,  1018 

Receiverships,  Captain  O*  Conor,  Q.  Mr. 
Blane,  A.  Mr.  Madden,  904 

Resident  Magistrates,  Q.  Mr.  Carew,  A 
Mr.  Jackson,  682 

Treason  Felony  Convicts,  Qs.  Mr.  P. 
O'Brien,  As.  Mr.  Matthews,  879, 1226 ; 
Gallagher  and  MtCabe,  Q.  Mr.  P. 
O'Brien,  A.  Mr.  Matthews,  1511 

Local  Government  and  Poor  Law 

Boards  of  Guardians,  Glin,  Q.  Mr.  Abra- 
ham, A.  Mr.  Jackson,  876;  MuUmfar, 
Q.  Mr.  Tuite,  A.  'Sir.  Jackson,  1508 

Collector  General  of  Rates,  Dublin,  Qs.  Mr. 
Sexton,  As.  Mr.  Jackson,  Mr.  Madden, 
699 

DonegaU,  Marquess  of,  Q.  Dr.  Tanner ;  A. 
Mr.  Jackson,  1398 

Dundrum  Lunatic  Asylum,  Q.  Mr.  Sexton, 
A.  Mr.  Jackson,  1501 

Ennis  Burial  Ground,  Q.  Cox,  A.   Mr* 

Jackson,  1215 
Kerry  County  Cess,  1788 

Labourers'  Cottages  in  Athlone,  Q.  Ml. 
Donal  Sullivan,  A.  Mr.  Jackson,  890 

labourers  (Ireland)  Acts,  Q.  Mr.  TuHe, 
A.  Mr.  Jackson,  1218 

Labourers  (Ireland)  Allotments  BiU,  Q. 
Br.  Tanner,  Intro.  167;  2R.  410;  OooDBw 
1460,  1684 

Limerick  Lunatic  Asylum,  Qs.  Me. 
O'Keeffe,   Mr.  W.  Redmond,  As.  Mr. 

Jackson,  315 

Local  (romnimetit  BUI,  Debate  on  1R. 
700-798 ;  Q.  Mr.  J.  Morley,  A.  Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  910;  Q.  Mr.  Sexton,  A.  B»M. 
H.  Beach,  1188 ;  Sanitary  Rate,  Q.  Mr. 
Knox,  A.  Mr.  Jackson,  1500 

Jjiinatic  Asylums — Governors'  Lists,  Qs.  Mr. 
O'Keeff e,  Mr.  W.  Redmond,  As.  Mr.  Jack- 
son,  315 ;  Salaries,  Q.  Mr.  W.  Corbet,  A. 
Mr.  Jackson,  317 

[conL 
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IRELAND — Local    Government     and    Poor 
Law — cont. 

Municipal  Franchise  Bill,  Mr.   Condon, 

Intro.  158;   2R.  613-649;   Com.  1186 

Poor  Law  Unions,  Ages,  Q.  Mr.  Mahony, 
A.  Mr.  Jackson,  1030 

Poor  Law  Guardians  Bill,  Mr.  Webb, 
Intro.  162 

Poor  Law  Amendment  Bill,  Mr.  Mahony, 
Intro.  1330 ;   2R.  1711 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890, 
.    Q.  Mr.  Jordan,  A.  Mr.  Jackson,  1630 

Bating  Law  and  Boards  of  Guardians, 
Q.  Mr.  M.  Healy,  A.  Mr.  Jackson,  1230 

Miscellaneous 

«      Arboriculture \  Qs.  Mr.  Hayden,  Mr.  Harri- 
son, As.  Mr.  Jackson,  1523,  1636 

Belfast,  East,  Representation  of,  Petition, 

117 
Belfast  City  Railways  Bill,  2R.  1333 

Belfast  Lunatic  Asylums  Bill,  2R.  1334- 
1362 

Belfast  Registry,  Absence  of,  Qs.  Mr.  Sex- 
ton, Mr.  T.  M.  Healy,  A.  Mr.  Madden, 
890 

Betting  in  Belfast  Streets,  Qs.  Colonel 
Waring,  Mr.  Sexton,  A.  Mr.  Madden, 
567 

Birth  Certificate  Charges,  Qs.  Mr.  Flynn, 
As.  Mr.  Jackson,  1019,  1232, 1517 

Cattle  Truck  Rates,  Qs.  Mr.  Mahony, 
Colonel  Waring,  A.  Sir  M.  H.  Beach, 
671 

Census  of  Ireland,  Copy  presented,  412 

Dublin  Registry  of  Deeds  Office,  Q.  Mr. 
Sexton,  A.  Sir  J.  Gorst,  818 

Green  Street  Court  House,  Dublin,  Qs.  Mr. 
T.  W.  Russell,  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy,  A.  Mr. 
Jackson,  453 ;  Qs.  Mr.  M.  J.  Kenny,  Mr. 
T.  W.  Russell,  Mr.  Sexton,  Mr.  MacNeill, 
A.  Mr.  Jackson,  880 ;  Qs.  Mr.  Kilbride, 
Mr.  Sexton,  A.  Mr.  Jackson,  1619 

High  Slieriffs*  Expenses,  Q.  Mr.  Coghill, 
A.  Mr.  Jackson,  1785 

Holywood  Pier,  County  Doton,  Q.  Mr. 
Sexton,  A.  Sir  M.  H.  Beach,  817 

Hospital  Grants,  Q.  Captain  M'Calmont, 
A.  Mr.  Jackson,  448 

Housing  of  Working  Classes  Bill,  Mr. 
O'Keeffe,  Intro.  162 

Income  Tax  Appeals,  Q.  Mr.  MacNeill,  A. 
Sir  J.  Gorst,  692 

Intoxicating  Liquors  Bill,  Mr.  Johnston, 
Intro.  163 

i 

Kilkenny  Coal  Fields,  Q.  Mr.  Macdermott, 
A.  Mr.  Jackson,  1012 

Lord  Mayor,  Title  of,  Qs.  Mr.  Johnston, 
Mr.  T.  D.  Sullivan,  A.  Mr.  Matthews, 
875 

Pawnbrokers,  Qs.  Mr.  Johnston,  Mr.  Sex- 
ton, A.  Mr.  Madden,  200 

Planting  of  Land  in  Gal  way,  Q.  Colonel 
Nolan,  A.  Mr.  Jackson,  180 

Public  Meetings,  Qs.  Mr.  Gilhooly,  Mr. 
Dillon,  Mr.  P.  J.  O'Brien,  As.  Mr.  Jack- 
son, Mr.  Madden,  1520 

[cont. 


IRELAND — Miscellaneous — cont. 

Queen's  Plates,  Q.  Mr.  O'Keeffe,  A.  Mr. 
Jackson,  885 

Representative  Peer,  5 

Royal  University  and  Income  Tax,  Q.  Mr. 
A.  O'Connor,  A.  Sir  J.  Gorst,  1218 

Stamp  Duties,  Q.  Mr/  Chance,  A.  Mr. 
Goschen,  320 

Stewart,  Mr.  O.  F.,  of  Horn  Head,  Q& 
Mr.  MacNeill,  Mr.  A.  O'Connor,  A.  Mr. 
Jackson,  674 

Trees  Bill,  Mr.  Knox,  Intro.  165 
"  Venables  v.  Peebles  "  Case,  815 
Wreck  a  Train,  Attempt  to,  Q.  Mr.  M.  J. 
Kenny,  A.  Mr.  Jackson,  1011 

Post  Office  (for  details  see  title  POST 
OFFICE) 

Ashgrove,  882 

Bere  Island,  1623 

Bushmills,  1795 

Castlecomer  Postal  Service,  1227 

Cork  Mails,  681,  882, 1372 

Cushendun  Mails,  1625 

Dublin  General  P.O.  Night  Duty,  1512 

Dublin  Junction  Railway  and  Mails,  894 

Harold's  Cross,  903 

Macroom  District,  882 

Rathvilly,  Telegraph  for,  1792 

Salaries  of  Sub- Postmasters,  883 

Sorting  Clerks,  Dublin,  315 

Stranraer  Mails,  188,  882,  1206 

Subsidies  to  Irish  Railways,  561 

Sunday  and  Night  Duty,  Dublin,  1512 

Telegraph  Stations,  Co.  Galway,  562 

Tipperary  Posts,  1519, 1635 

Trippage  Allowances  with  Mails,  1623 

Upperchurch  Sunday  Post,  1635 

Ventry  and  Fenit  Telegraphs,  1385 

Wexford  Mails,  1522 

Wicklow  Mails,  446 

Woodford  and  Whitegate  Service,  1215, 
1522 

Public     Works,    Distress,     Drainage, 
Navigation,  dc. 

Armagh    Guardians    and  Bann  Drainage, 
Q.  Mr.  Blane,  A.  Mr.  Jackson,  815 

Barrow    and     Bann    Drainage,    Qs.     Mr. 

Leahy,   Mr.  Macdonald,  Mr.  Macartney, 

As.  Mr.  Jackson,    452;  Obstructions,    Q. 

Mr.  McCartan,  A.    Mr.    Jackson,    1386; 

River  Bann,  Q.  Mr.    Pinkerton,  A.  Mr. 

Jackson,  1618 
Claremorris  and  Collooney  Railway,  Q.  Mr. 

Jordan,  A.  Mr.  Jackson,  1633 

Drainage  Acts,   Q.  Mr.  M.  Healy,  A.  Mr. 
Madden,  1030 

Garve   and     Ullapool    Railway,     Qs.     Dr. 
I        Farquharson,  Mr.  Fraser-Mackintosh,  A. 
Sir  C.  J.  Pearson,  1620 

Glenties  Railway,  Construction  of,  Q.  Mr. 
'        Sexton,  A.  Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach,  817 
'  [cont. 
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IRELAND— Public    Works,  Distress,  Drain- 
age, Navigation,  dc. — cont. 

Killibegs  Harbour,  Q.  Mr.  Mac  Neill,  A. 
Mr.  Jackson,  675 

Kinsale  Harbour  Board,  Q.  Mr.  Flynn,  A. 
Sir  J.  Gorst,  1780 

Listowel  and  Tarbert  Light  Railway,  Q. 
Dr.  Tanner,  A.  Mr.  Jackson,  1397 

Lough  Erne.  Drainage  Works,  Q.  Mr. 
Knox,  A.  Sir  John  Gorst,  187 

Neiccastle  Harbour,  Co.  Down,  Qs.  Mr. 
M'Cartan,  Col.  Waring,  Dr.  Tanner,  A. 
Sir  J.  Gorst,  886 ;  Qs.  Mr.  McCartan  Mr. 
Johnston,  A.  Sir  J.  Gorst,  1216, 1780 

Piers  and  Harbours  Bill,  Mr.  Dillon, 
Intro.  164 

Planting  of  Land  in  Galway,  Q.  Col. 
Nolan,  A.  Mr.  Jackson,  180 

Railways,  Irish,  Q.  Mr.  Collery,  A.  Sir  J. 
Gorst,  461 

Relief  Operations  Vote,  Q.  Mr.  Dillon,  A. 
Mr.  Balfour,  1031 

Towns  Improvements  Bill,  Mr.  Knox,  Intro. 
1712 

West  Clare  and  Scheduled  Districts,  Q.  Mr. 
Jordan,  A.  Mr.  Jackson,  1630 

Irregularities  in  Post  Office,  902 

Isaacs,    Mr.    Lewis    H.,    Neivington, 
Walworth 
Electric  and  Cable  Railway  Schemes,  1612 
Shop  Hours  Bill,  1150 

Isaacson,    Mr.   F.    Wootton,     Toiver 
Hamlets,  Stepney 
Supply — Embassies  Vote,  1827 
Watermen's    and   Lightermen's    Company 

Bill,  Intro.  299 
Westminster  Improvement  Bill,  1767,  1771 

JACKSON,  Right  Hon.  W.  L.  (Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland),  Leeds,  N. 

Advances  under  Land  Purchase  Act,  313, 

459 
Arboriculture,  1523,  1636 

Armagh  Prison,  1376 

Bann  and  Barrow  Drainage,  452,  453,  815, 

1619 
'  Belfast  Corporation  (Lunatic  Asylums)  Bill, 

1344,  1352,  1355,  1362 
Birth  Certificates,  Charges  Cor,  1020,  1232, 

1517 
Capitation  Grant,  1504 

Clare  Constabulary,  1783 

Claremorris  and  Collooney  Railway,  1633 

Collector  General  of  Rates,  Dublin,  699 

Congested  Districts  Boards,  464,  819,  895 
1009  ;  Religious  Opinions,  1028 

Convict  Joseph  Mullctt,  885,  1216 

Donegall,  Marquess  of,  1398 

•  Dundrum  Lunatic  Asylum,  1501 

Ennis  Burial  Ground,  1215 

[cont. 


Jackson,  Right  Hon.  W.  L.— cont. 

Enniskillen  Gaol,  1396,  1594,  1632 

Enniskillen  Rents,  1525 

Erasmus  Smith  Endowments,  1224 

Evicted  Tenants,  818, 1513 

Fair  Rent  Appeals,  1519 

Fair  Rents,  Co.  Antrim,  1218 

Fintona  Police  Barracks,  1784 

Glenties  Railway,  195 

Glin  Board  of  Guardians,  876 

Green  Street  Court  House,  Dublin,  453J890, 

1619 
High  Sheriffs'  Expenses,  1785 

Hospital  Grants,  448 

Intermediate  Education,  1507 

Irish  Education  Grant,  454;  Retain*  195, 
458 ;  Bill,  1232 

Irish  Land  Commission,  208 

Irish  Lunatic  Asylum  Salaries,  817 

Jurors'  Remuneration,  1206 

Kerry  County  Cess,  1784 

Kilkenny  Coal  Fields,  1011 

Killybegs  Harbour,  675 

Kinsella,  Matthew,  1624 

Labourers'  Acts,  Local  Inquiries,  1219 

Labourers'  Cottages  in  Athlone,  890 

Labourers'  (Ireland)  Allotments  Bill,  1884 

Land  Commissioners,  Enniskillen,  1897 

Limerick  Fishery  Conservators,  1616 

Limerick  Lunatic  Asylum,  816 

Local  Government  (Ireland)  Bill,  1509 

Lord  Ashbrook's  Evictions,  566 

Listowel  and  Tarbert  Railway,  1397 

Mayors'  Privileges,  1029 

Montagu,  Mrs.,  Arrest  of  906, 1248 

Mullingar  Guardians,  1508 

Munioipal  Franchise  (Ireland)  BiU,^648 

Nally,  the  late  Convict,  1879, 1518 

National  Education  (Ireland)  Bill,  48,  968, 

985,987 
National  School  Attendance,  1376 
National  School  Teachers'  Fees,  096 

National    Teachers'   Fund — Supply,   1544, 

1546,  1551, 1559,  1798 
Obstructions  inVRiver  Bann,  1886 
Payment  to  Jurors,  195 
Philipstown  Evictions,  1497 
Planting  Land  in  Galway,  180 
Police  Protection,  Glashkinleen,  1018 

Poor  Law  (Ireland)  Amendment  Bill,  2R, 

1711 
Poor  Law  Unions,  Ages,  1090 

Public  Health  Acts,  1680 

Public  Meetings,  1520 

Purchase  of  Land  (Ireland)  Acts,  448, 1281 

1385, 1789 
Queen's  Plates  in  Ireland,  885 

Queen's  Speech,  Mr.  Sexton's  Amendment, 

482 
Rating  Law  and  Boards  of  Guardians,  1280 

Reported  Attempt  to  Wreck  a  Train,  1011 

Resident  Magistrates  in  Ireland,  688 

Salmon  Fisheries  (Ireland)  Bill,  808 
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Jackson,  Right  .Hon.  W.  L. — cofU. 
Stewart,  Mr.,  of  Horn  Head,  674 
Teachers'  Pension  Scheme,  1019,  1231 
Trawling  in  Irish  Bays,  1383,  1510,   1618, 

1791 
West  Glare  and  Scheduled  Districts,  1631 

Jacoby,  Mr.  J.  A.,  Derbyshire,  Mid 
Public  Meetings  in  Schoolrooms,  1429 

James,  Sir  Henry,  Bury,  Lancashire 

Criminal  Cases  Appeals  Bill,  Intro.  572 

Factory  Inspectors,  690 

Mersey  and  Irwell  (Prevention  of  Pollution) 
Bill,  1363 

Jeffreys, Mr.  A.  F.,  Hants,  Basingstoke 

-     Admiralty  New  Buildings,  1225 
Foot-and-Mouth  Disease,  183 
Small  Agricultural  Holdings  Bill,  932 

Jeffries,  G.  L.,  Dismissal  of,  679 

Jennings,  Mr.  L.  J.,  Stockport 

Canada  and  United  States  Reciprocity,  680 

Jersey,  Bailiff  of,  1375 

Jobson,  Mr.,  Case  of,  680 

Johnston,  Mr.  W.,  Belfast,  S. 

Belfast  Corporation  (Lunatic  Asylums)  Bill, 

1355, 1595,  1607 
Capitation  Grant,  1504 
Congested  Districts  Board,  1028 
Intoxicating  Liquors    (Ireland)  Bill,  Intro. 

163 
Irish  Pawnbrokers,  200 

Local  Government  (Ireland)  Bill,  775,  797 

National  Education  (Ireland)  Bill,  993 

Public  Meetings  in  Schoolrooms,  1432 

Queen's  Speech,  on  Irish  Amendment,  512 

Royal  Irish  Rifles,  Training,  455 

Title  of  Lord  Mayor,  875 

Joicey,   Mr.  J.,   Durham,    Chester-k- 
Street 

Public  Meetings  in  Schoolrooms,  1446 

Jordan,  Mr.  J.,  Clare,  W. 

Belfast  Corporation  (Lunatic  Asylums)  Bill, 

1596 
Claremorris  and  Collooney  Railway,  1633 

Deeds  of  Arrangement,  1525 

Enniskillen  Gaol,  1396,  1524, 1631 

Enniskillen  Rents,  1525 

Land  Commissioners,  Enniskillen,  1397 

Mails,  Trippage  Allowances,  1623 

Public  Health  Act,  1630 

West  Clare  Scheduled  Districts,  1630 


Jurymen's  Expenses  (Ireland)  Bill 

[c.  No.  118] 

Intro.  Colonel  Nolan ;  Read  1°,  171 

Justices  of  the  Peace  Bill  [c  No.  116] 

Intro.  Mr.  Seale-Hayne ;  Read  1°,  171 
Debated,  2R.  put  off  Six  Months,  581 

Justices  of  the  Peace  (Qualification) 
Bill  [c.  No.  93] 

Intro.  Sir  J.  Pease ;  Read  1°  167 

Justices  of  Peace  in  Ports 

Return  of  Names  &c.  (Mr.  Chamberlain), 
1332 

Kay-Shuttlewobth,  Right  Hon.   Sir 
U.  J.,  Lancashire,  Clitheroe 

Foot-and-Mouth  Disease,  1529 

National    Teachers'    Fund— Supply,    1542, 
1560,  1561 

Keay,   Mr.   J.     Seymour,    Elgin    and 
Nairn 

Bulwunt  Rao  of  Indore,  1788 
East  India  (Salaries)  Return,  1794 
Rules  of  Land  Purchase  Act,  1789 

Kelly,  Mr.  J.  R.,  Camberwell,  N. 

Justices  of  the  Peace  Bill,  587 

London  County   Council  (Tramways)  Bill, 
1481, 1485 

Shop  Hours  Bill,  1158, 1161 

Kenny,  Dr.  J.  E.,  Cork  Co.,  S. 

Queen's  Speech  (Treason  Felony  Prisoners) 
355,  361 

Kenny,  Mr.  M.  J.,  Tyrone,  Mid 

Ballot  Act— Illiterate  Voters,  867 
Green  Street  Court  House,  Dublin,  879 

Local  Authorities  (Acquisition  of  Land)  Bill, 

1329 
National  Education  (Ireland)  Bill,  973,  998, 

1317 
Reported  Attempt  to  Wreck  a  Train,  1011 

Ken  yon,  Hon.  G.  T.,  Denbigh,  dc. 

County  Court  Judges  in  Wales,  842 
The  Church  in  Wales,  1089 

Kenyon-Slaney,    Colonel  W.,   Shrop- 
shire, Newport 

Beer  Adulteration  Bill,  Intro.  170 

KER,    Lord  (Marquess  of    Lothian) 
(Secretary  for  Scotland) 

Roads  and  Bridges  (Scotland)  Acts  Amend- 
ment Bill,  Presented,  1760 
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Kilbride,  Mr.  D.,  Kerry,  S. 

Green  Street  Court  House,  Dublin,  1619 

National    School   Teachers    (Ireland)  Bill, 
Intro.  163 

Kimber,  Mr.  H.,  Wandsworth 

Electric  and  Gable  Railway  Schemes,  1611 

London  County  Council  (Tramways)  Bill, 
1476 

Kimberley,  Earl  of 

County  Council  Candidates,  1006 
East  India  Officers'  Bill,  489, 1198 
Indian  Councils  Aot  Amendment  Bill,  414 
Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  Answer  to,  21 
Tariff  Agreements,  West  Indies,  <kc.  870 

Kinseila,  Matthew,  1624 

Kitchen  Boilers,  Inspection,  1387 

Knatchbull-Hugessen,  Hon.  Edwd., 
Rochester 
Foot-and-Mouth  Disease,  465 

Knatchbull-Hugessen,  Hon.  H.  T., 

Kent,  Faversham 
Caulkers  in  Royal  Dockyards,  203 
County  Court  Judges  in  Wales,  846 
Education  in  Dockyard  Towns,  199 
Greenwich  Hospital,  1645 

Knowles,  Mr.  L.,  Salford,  W. 

Local  Authorities  (Acquisition  of  Land)  Bill, 
Intro.  298 ;  2R.  1829 

Plumbers'  Registration  Bill,  Intro.  167 ;  2R. 
1883 

Knox,  Mr.  E.  F.  V.,  Ccwan,  W. 

Annuities    under     Land     and    Congested 
Districts  (Ireland)  Act  (1891),  186 

Belfast  Corporation  (Lunatic  Asylums)  Bill, 
1348,  1601 

Grand  Juries,  1511 

Land  Purchase  Act  (1885),  186;  Rules,  1231 

Local  Government  (Ireland)  Bill,  751,  1500 

Lough  Erne  Drainage  Works,  187 

National  Education  (Ireland)  Bill,  972,  992 

Rates,  Division  of,  1525 

Summary  Jurisdiction  Act   (1879)  Amend- 
ment Bill,  1185 

Towns  Improvement  (Ireland)  Bill,  Intro. 
1712 

Trees  (Ireland)  Bill,  Intro.  165 

KNUTSFORD,    Lord    (Secretary    of 
State  for  the  Colonies) 
Colonies  and  M'Kinley  Tariff,  14C1 
Tariff  Agreements,  871 


Labouchebe,  Mr.  H.,  Northampton 

Artillery  Ranges,  Maplin  Sands,  448 
Black  Rod,  1526 

British  East  Africa  Company's  Vote,  1237r 

1627 
Business  of  the  House,  43, 1809 
Civil  Service  Bank,  1626 
Counting  Votes  at  Elections,  1580 
Dronfield  Justices  and  Mr.  Harrison,  568 

Education  and   Local  Taxation,  &c  Bill, 
1316 

Imprisonment  for  Debt,  1502 

Local  Government  (Ireland)  Bill,  764 

Parliamentary  Debates,  443 

Portland  Prison  Staff,  1626 

Queen's  Speech,  369 

Supplementary  Estimates,  1400 

Supply— Embassies,  Ac.  1322,  1825,  1828, 
1830 

Supply — London,  Ac.  Police  Courts,  1818 

Supply — Victoria  Nyanza  Railway,  1881 

Labour  in  Workhouses 
Cases  before  Magistrates,  456  . 

Labour  Question,  380,  390 

Labour,  Royal  Commission  on 
Lady  Sub-Commissioners,  461 

Labourers'  Cottages    Gardens   Bill 

[c.  No.  132] 
Intro.  Sir  E.  Birkbeok ;  Bead  1°,  20T 

Labourers'  (Ireland)  Allotments  BUI 

[c.  No.  94] 

Intro.  Dr.  Tanner ;  Bead  1°,  167 
Second  Beading,  410 
Committee,  1460, 1884 

Labourers  (Ireland)  Bill  [c.  No.  39] 

Intro.  Mr.  J.  Nolan ;  Bead  1°,  160 
Debate,  2B.  650,  Adj.,  662 

Lady  Sub-Commissioners 
Q.  Mr.  Schwann,  A.  Mr.  Gosohen,  461 

Lafone,  Mr.  A.,  Southwark,  Bermondsty 

Technical  Education,  452 

Lagos  District  Trade,  828,  1638 
Lamington,  Lord 

Queen's  Speech,  Address,  13 

Lancashire  and  Yorkshire  Railway 

Level  Crossings  on,  888 
Provisional  Order  Bill,  118 
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Law  (Ireland)  Acts  (1881  and 
1887)  Amendment  Bill  [c.  No.  52] 

Intro.  Dr.  Fitzgerald  ;  Read  1°,  161 

Land  Stock,  479,  484 

Lane,  Mr.  W.  J.,  Cork  Co.,  E. 

Chicago  World's  Fair  Commission,  1383 
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Lefevre,  Bight  Hon.  J.  G.  Shaw,  Brad* 

ford,  Central 

Evicted  Tenants  (Ireland)  Bill,  1679,  1707 

Footpaths'  Bill,  Intro.  554 

Plural  Voting  (Abolition)  Bill,  Intro.  160 

Military  Lands  Consolidation  Bill,  1888 

Ranges  Act  (1891)  Amendment  Bill,  Intro, 

572 
Westminster  Improvement  Bill,  1769 


LATHOM,  E  abl  of  (Lord  Chamberlain) 
Reported  Her  Majesty's  Answer  to  Address, 

Lawrence,     Mr.    W.    J.,    Liverpool, 
Abercromby 

Lagos  District,  1638 
Public  Meetings  in  Schoolrooms,  1433 
Sohool  Board  for  London,  1660 
Yellow  Fever  at  Santos,  1631 

Lawson,  Mr.  H.  L.  W.,  St.  Pancras,  W. 

Leaseholders  (Purchase  of  Fee  Simple)  Bill, 

Intro.  160 
Licensing  of  Theatres,  695 
Natal  Government,  1795 
Veterinary  Department,  1237 

Lea,  Mr.  Thomas,  Londonderry,  S. 

Evicted  Tenants  (Ireland)  Bill,  1679 
Jurors*  Remuneration,  1206 
Morning  Sittings,  1818 
St.  Catherine's  Lighthouse,  321 
Stranraer  Mails,  188 

Leadership  of  the  House,  58,  72 

Leahy,  Mr.  J.,  Kildare,  S. 
Drainage  of  the  Barrow  and  Bann,  452 

Leake,  Mr.  R.,  Lancashire,  S.E.,  Bad- 
cliffe 
Mines  (Eight  Hours)  Bill,  Intro.  158 

Leamy,  Mr.  E.,  Sligo  S. 

Labourers'  (Ireland)  Bill,  656 

Local  Government  (Ireland)  Bill,  765 

Queen's  Speech,  272 

Leaseholders     (Purchase    of    Fee 
Simple)  Bill  [c.  No.  173] 

Intro.  Mr.  Lawson ;  Read  1°,  160,  806 

Lechmebe,  Sir  E.  A.,   Worcestershire, 
Bewdley 

Boilers'  Inspection  and  Registration    Bill, 
Intro.  162 

Lecky,  Mr.  (Quotations  from),  67,  230, 
395 


Leighton,   Mr.    Stanley,    Shropshire,, 
Oswestry 

Frozen  Meat,  1799 

Public  Meetings  in  Schoolrooms,  1408 
Rating   Exemption,    Elementary   School*, 
1387 

Lekg,  Mr.  J.,  Dundee 

Crimean    and    Indian    Mutiny    Pensionv 
1012 

Foreign  Tariffs,  180 

Grocers'  Licences  (Scotland)  Bill,  Intro.  298- 

"  Germanic  "  Mails,  313 

National  Teachers'  Fund—Supply,  1550 

Parliamentary  Reports,  1227 

Patent  Office,  Reduction  of  Fees,  559 

Renter's  Parliamentary  Debates,  884 

Leon,  Mr.  H.  S.,  Bucks,  N. 

Marriage  with  Deceased  Wife's  Sister  Bill* 

Intro.  162 
Unpensioned  Veterans,  811 

Letter  Cards,  Income  from,  1496 

Letters  from  Abroad 
Charges  for  Re-addressing,  692 

Liberal  Unionists,   38,  76,   235, ,  370f. 

378,  397 

Licensing  of  Theatres 
Q.  Mr.  Lawson,  A.  Mr.  Matthews,  695 

Licences  in  Mortmain,  1506 
Life-Saving  at  Sea,  Acts  of  Bravery 

New  Decoration  for,  558 

Lights  in  Bed  Sea 

Q.  Mr.  H.  Heaton,  A.  Mr.  J.  W.  Lowther,. 
816 

Limited  Partnerships  Bill  [c.  No.  175} 

Intro.  Mr.  Rathbone  ;  Read  1°,  806 

Liquor  Traffic  Local  Veto  (Scotland) 
Bill  [c  No.  48] 

Intro.  Mr.  M'Lagan ;  Read  1°,  160 


MAC MAC 


INDEX} 
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Mac  Neii.l,  Mr.  J.  G.  Swift — cont. 
Queen's  Speech,  286;   Amendment,  Indian 

Civil  Service,  895,  404 
Stewart,  Mr.,  of  Horn  Head,  J.P.  674 

Supply — Civil   Service,  South   Africa,  1831, 
1888,  1884 

Supply — Relief  of  Irish  Distress,  1573 

Under  Secretary  for  India,  1800 


McCalmont,  Captain  J.,  Antrim,  E. 

Grants  to  Irish  Hospitals,  448 

Irish  Mails,  Stranraer  and  Lame,  882 

McCartan,  Mr.  M.,  Down,  H. 

Balaclava  Veterans,  1505 

District  Registries,  694 

Kinsella,  Matthew,  1624 

Leaseholders  and  Land  Act  of  1887,  1215 

Local  Courts  of  Bankruptcy  (Ireland)  Bill, 
Intro.  572 

Mullett,  Joseph,  Convict,  885,  1216 

Nally,  Death  of,  1518,  1778 

Newcastle    Harbour,    County     Down,    886, 
1216,  1780 

Obstructions  in  RiverBann,  1386 

Telegraph  Clerks  Pay,  Ac.  887,  1226  16% 

McCarthy,  Mr.  Justin,    Londonderry 
City 

Local  Government  (Ireland)  Bill,  729 

National  Education  (Ireland)  Bill,  982 

Morning  Sittings,  1817 

Queen's  Speech  (Treason  Felony  Prisoners). 
340 

McDonald,   Dr.    R.,    Eo.ss   ami   Cro- 
marty 

Carlowav  Pier,  1526 

Profiirator  Fiscal  and  (laelic  Language,  567 

McKknna,  Sir  Joseph  N.,  Monmjhan,  S. 

Belfast  Corporation  (Lunatic  Asylums)  Bill, 
1340,  1594 

Financial   Relations  Committee   (England, 
Scotland,  and  Ireland),  1017 

Municipal  Franchise  (Ireland)  Bill,  647 

National  Teachers'  Fund— Supply,  1546 

Queen's  Speech,  284 

M'Kevitt,  James,  458 

M'Kinley  Tariff  and  West  Indies,  894 

McLagan,  Mr.  P.,  LinUtlujow 

Liquor  Traffic  Local   Veto  (Scotland)   Bill, 
Intro.  160 

McLaren,   Mr.    W.    S.   13.,    Cheshire, 
Crewe 

Parliamentary     Franchise     (Extension     to 
Women)  (No.  2)  Bill,  159 

Shop  Hours  Bill,  1173 
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MADDEN,  Right  Hon.  D.  H.  (Attorn. 
Genera]  for  Ireland),  Dublin  Un 
vcrsity 

Ban  try  Quarter  Sessions,  1394 

Belfast  Street  Betting,  567 

Clogher  Quarter  Sessions,  815 

Cork  Bankruptcy  Court,  681 

County  Courts  in  Ireland,  202 

Deeds    of    Arrangement    in    Ireland,    2C 


1525 
Evicted  Tenants  (Ireland)  Bill,  1707 

District  Registry  for  Belfast,  889 

Grand  Juries,  1511 

Irish  Civil  Bill  Officers,  682 

Irish  Drainage  Acts  Amendment,  1029 

Irish  Pawnbrokers,  200 

Irish  Receiverships,  904 

Local  Courts  of  Bankruptcy  Bill,  1576 

Leaseholders  and  Land  Act,  1215 

Lord  Kenmare  and  his  Tenantry,  1242 

Municipal  Franchise  (Ireland)  Bill,  642 

Nally,  Death  of,  1518,  1779 

O'Conor,  Captain,  and  Receivership,  1027 

Public  Meetings,  1521 

Salmon  Fishery,  Lord  Ventry's,  1240 

Maden,  Mr.  J.  H.,  Lancashire,  Jiossei 

dale 

Queen's  Speech,  388 
Magazine  Rifle,  New,  1634 

Magistrates  in  Police  Burghs  (Soot 
land)  Bill  [c  No.  108] 

Intro.  Mr.  H.  Elliot;  Read  1«>,  160 
Mahony,  Mr.  P.,  Mcath,  N. 

Irish  Cattle  Truck  Rates,  671 
Irish  Poor  Law  Unions,  1030 
Labourers'  (Ireland)  Bill,  651 
Limerick  Fishery  Conservators,  1616 
Local  Government  (Ireland)  Bill,  761 

National    Teachers'    Fund— Supply.    l54£ 

1563 
Poor  Law  (Ireland)  Amendment  Bill,  Intro 

1330 
Queen's  Speech  (Treason  Felony  Prisoners 

344 

Mails  (see  POST  OFFICE) 

Eastern  Indian  and  Australian,  201 

44  Oermanic,"  313 

Portsmouth  and  Ryde  Contract,  41 

Makins,  Colonel  W.  T.,  Essex,  S.W. 

Westminster  (Parliament  Street)  Improve- 
ment Bill,  17G4 

Malcolm,  Colonel  J.  W.,  Argyllshire 
Volunteer  Commanding  Officers,  561 
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Mallock,  Mr.  R.,  Devon ,  Torquay 

Fish  Landed  at  Brixham,  670 

Manchester,  Sheffield,  and  Lincolnshire 
Railway 

(Extension  to  London,  Ac.)  Bill,  2R.  Debated, 
1771,  Adjourned,  1772 

Provisional  Order  Bill,  118 

Manfield,  Mr.  M.  P.,  Northampton 

County  Council  Candidates,  1090 
Justices  of  the  Peace  Bill,  601 

Maplin  Sands,  Artillery  Ranges,  Costs 
Q.  Mr.  Labouchere,  A.  Sir  John  Gorst,  448 

Marine  Police  Service 

Illegal  Trawling  in  Scottish  Waters,  874 

Marines  Harvesting,  1786 
Maritime  Conference,  Washington 

Recommendations  of,  900 

Marjoribanks,  Right  Hon.  l&.,Berivick- 
shire 
Education   and   Local    Taxation,   &c.   Bill, 

1282 

Marriage  with  a  Deceased  Wife's 
Sister  Bill  [e.  No.  57] 

Intro.  Mr.  Leon ;  Read  1°,  162 

Marriages  Abroad  Bill  [/.  No.  30] 

Presented,  Lord  Chancellor ;  Read  1»,  1760 

Harried  Women  Bill  [c.  No.  81] 

Intro.  Mr.  Ambrose ;  Read  1°,  1C5 

Maskelyne, Mr.  M.  H.  N.  Story-,  Wilts, 
Cricklade 

Justices  of  the  Peace  Bill,  GOG 

Mather,  Mr.  \V.,  Lancashire,  S.E., 
Gcn'ton 

Hospitals,  &c.  (Assistance  from  Rates)  Bill, 
Intro.  168 

Labourers,  Woolwich  Arsenal,  1621 

MATTHEWS,  Eight  Hon.  H.  (Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Home  De- 
partment), Birmingham,  E, 

"  Anarchist"  Prosecution,  697 
Bailiff  of  Jersey  an  1  the  Daniel  Case,  1375 
Betting  and  Gambling  Laws,  196 
Brushmakers'  Strike,  Sheffield,  462 
Convict  Clarke,  1524,  1790 
Counting  Votes  at  Elections,  1530 
CJruelty  to  Children,  450 ;  at  Helston,  899 

[cont. 


Matthews,  Right  Hon.  H. — cont. 
Dronfleld  Justices  and  Mr.  Harrison,  568 
Factory  Inspectors,  691 
Florence  Cawood,  Case  of,  1632 
Gallagher's,  Dr.,  Insanity,  672, 1396 
Illiterate  Voters,  691 
Imprisonment  for  Debt,  1502 
Justices  of  the  Peace  Bill,  594 
Kitchen  Boilers'  Inspection,  1387 
Licences  in  Mortmain,  1506 
Licensing  of  Theatres,  695 
Meetings  at  World's  End,  1529 
Mines  and  Factories,  Isle  of  Man,  1026 
M'Kevitt's,  James,  Sentence,  458 
Nunn,  Thomas,  Case  of,  442 
Open  Air  Meeting  Places,  1232 
Police  Pensions,  &c.  1786 
Political  Prisoners,  Portland,  1396 
Portland  Prison  Staff,  1627 
Prison  Commissioners,  198 
Prison  Warders,  Pay,  &c.  1213 
Queen's  Speech,  Address,  153,  250 
Salvation  Army,  Eastbourne,  1023,  1219 
Shop  Hours  Bill,  1167 
South  Wales  Colliery  Statistics,  1388 
Street  Paving  at  West  End,  1789 
Title  of  Lord  Mayor,  Ireland,  875 
Treason-Felony  Prisoners,  879,  1226,  1511 
Wall's,  James,  Sentence,  673 
Wormwood  Scrubbs  Prison,  197 

Mattinson,    Mr.    M.    W.,   Liverpool, 

Walton 

Municipal  Corporations  Act  (1882)  Amend- 
ment Bill,  Intro.  158 

Maxwell,  Sir  Herbert  E.,  Wigton 
Parliamentary  Papers  Distribution,  1125 

Medina  Tunnel  Bill 

/.  2nd  Reading,  872 

Merchant  Seamen  (Provisions)  Bill 

[c.  No.  109] 

Intro.   Mr.  J.  Wilson   (Durham) ;  Read  1° 
169 

Mersey  and  Irwell  (Prevention  of  Pollu- 
tion) Bill 
Debate,  1363  ;  Read  2°,  1365 

Messengers  and  Doorkeepers  in  Civil 
Service 
Compulsory  Retirement  of,  456 

Metropolitan  Cattle  Market 
Foot-and-Mouth  Disease,  181 

Midland  and  South  Western  Junction 
Railway 

Death  of  James  Chard,  179 
Provisional  Order  Bill,  119 
4    P  2 


MID MOR 


Midletox,  Viscount 


{INDEX} 

Vol.  1  (357  O.S.) 


i£OR MUN 


London  Fog,  301 ;  for  Royal  Commission, 
1200 


Mildmay,  Mr.  F.  B.,  Devon,  Totnes 

Naval  Gun  Practice  off  Plymouth,  689 

Military  Lands   Consolidation    Bill 

[c.  No.  184] 

Intro.  Mr.  E.  Stanhope ;  Read  1°,  1000 
2nd  R.  deferred,  1883 

Hillbank  Prison  Bill  [c.  No.  140] 

Intro.  Sir  John  Gorst;  Read  1°,  298 

2  R.  deferred,  553 

Second  Reading,  798 

In  Com.  1328,  R.  P.  1459,  Reported,  1575 

Mil  vain,  Mr.  T.,  Durham 

Corporal  Punishment  Bill,  Intro.  171 

Queen's    Speech,     Seconding     Address    in 
Answer  to,  51 

Mines  (Eight  Hours)  BUI  [c.  No.  29] 

Intro.  Mr.  Leake ;  Read  1°,  158 

Mining  Accidents'  Insurance  (Scot- 
land) Bill  [c.  No.  160] 

Intro.  Mr.  Baird  ;  Read  1°,  554 

Mint,   Coinage    Designs   Committee's 
Report,  196 


"  Moderate  Liberals,' '  371 

"  Moderate  Protection,"  115 
Mombasa  (see  British  East  Africa) 

Montagu's,  Mrs.,  Arrest,  906,  1242 

Morgan,     Right     Hon.  G.     Osborne, 
Denbighshire,  E. 

Burials  Bill,  Intro.,  164 

County  Court  Judges  in  Wales,  835 

H.M.S.  Espilgle,  Chilian  Specie  Shipment, 
444 

Supply — Civil  Services,  South  Africa,  1833 

Supply — Embassies  Vote,  1828 

The  Church  in  Wales,  1073,  1104 

Morgan,  Mr.  Octavius  V.,  Battersea 

Balaclava  Veterans,  1504 

Registration     Acts    (Lodgers)    Amendment 
Bill,  Intro.  165 

Signalling  Instruction,  1800 


Morgan,  Mr.  W.   Pritchard,  MertJ 
Tydvil 

Coal  Mines  Regulation  Act  (1887)  Anie 
ment  Bill,  Intro.  160 

Gold  Mine  Royalties,  679,  823 

MORLE  Y,  Earl  of  (Chairman  of  Cc 
mittees) 

Medina  Tunnel  Bill,  2R.  872 

Morley,  Mr.  Arnold,  Nottuigham,  i 
New  Writ  for  Kirkcaldy  Burghs,  136."* 

Morley,  Right  Hon.  John,  Newcas 
upon-Tyne 

Evicted  Tenants  (Ireland)  Bill,  1707 
Local  Government  (Ireland)  Bill,  721,  W 
National  Education  (Ireland)  Bill,  977 
Public  Meetings  in  Schoolrooms,  1417 
Queen's  Speech,  Address,  225 

Morrogh,  Mr.  J.,  Cork  Co,  S.E. 

Haulbowline  Docks,  815,  1225 

Kinsale  Harbour  Debt,  1507 

Naval  Repairs  on  Irish  Stations,  1015 

Morton,  Mr.  A.  C,  Peterborough 

Betting  and  Gambling  Laws,  196 

Diplomatic  Vote,  1532 

East  Africa  Company's  Vote,  1237 

Property  Assessments,  322 

Queen's  Speech,  380,  387 

Return  Tickets  Bill,  Intro.  166 

Ships'  Lights,  1501 

Supply— Embassies,  1820,  1826 

London  Police  Courts,  1319 

MOUNT    EDGCUMBE,    Earl   c 

(Lord  Steward) 

A  Lord  Commissioner,  1 
Presented  Archdeaconry  of  Cornwall 
38 ;  2R.  873 

Mulholland,  Mr.  H.  L.,  Londonde 

N. 

Jurors'  Remuneration,  1206 
Stranraer  Mails,  1207 

Mullett,  Joseph,  Convict 

Q.  Mr.  M'Cartan,  A.  Mr.  Jackson,  885 

Mundella,  Right  Hon.  A.  J.,  Sheffi 

Brightside 

Death  of  James  Chard,  179;   or  Cho 

898 
Gresham  Charter,  1531 

London  County  Council  (Tramways) 

1487,  1489 

Woolwich  Arsenal,  Steel  Forges,  825 


MUN NAV 


Municipal    Corporation    Act    (1882) 
Amendment  Bill  [c.  No.  35] 

Intro.  Mr.  Mattinson  ;  Read  1°,  158 

Municipal  Franchise  (Ireland)   Bill 

[c.  No.  34] 

Intro.  Mr.  Condon  ;  Read  1°,  158 

Debated,  613 ;  Read  2°,  649 

Com.  R.P.  806,  R.P.  1186,  R.P.  1460 

Municipal  Franchise  (Ireland)  (No.  2) 
Bill  [c.  No.  47] 

Intro.  Mr.  J.  O'Connor ;  Read  1°,  160 
Withdrawn,  1184 

Murphy,    Mr.    W.    M.,    Dublin,    St. 
Patrick's 

Municipal  Franchise  (Ireland)  Bill,  630 

Music  Halls  and  Theatres  Licensing 

Select  Committee  on,  695 

Nally,   P.    W.   (see  IRELAND— Law 
and  Police) 

National      Debt      (Military      Savings 
Banks),  Account  pres.,  1187 

National  Education  (Ireland)  Bill 

Notice  to  bring  in,  43 

Motion  for  Leave,  968 ;  Adj.,  099 

Further  Adj.,  1316 

National    Institutions  (Wales)  Bill 

[c.  No.  115] 

Intro.  Mr.  A.  Thomas ;  Read  1°,  170 

National  School  Teachers'  (Ireland) 
Bill  [c.  No.  64] 

Intro.  Mr.  Kilbride;  Read  1°,  163 

National  School  Teachers9  (Ireland) 
(No.  2)  Bill  [c.  No.  87] 

Intro.  Mr.  H.  Campbell ;  Read  1°,  166 

Nationalist  Party,  220  (see  Home  Rule, 
&c.) 

NAYY  (see  also  ADMIRALTY) 

Appropriation  Account,  1890-91,  pres.  663 

Boilers,  Failure  of,  Q.  Mr.  Gourley,  A.  Mr. 
Forwood,  683 

Caulkers  in  Royal  Dockyards,  Q.  Mr.  H. 
Knatchbull-Hugessen,  A.  Mr.  Forwood, 
203 

\  Coastguardman     O1  Hallo-ran,    Q.     Admiral 
Field,  A.  Lord  G.  Hamilton,  1210 

Estimates,  1892-3,  pres.  1187 

[cont. 
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Estimates  on  Table,  Q.  Mr.  H.  H.  Fowler, 
A.  Lord  G.  Hamilton,  1639 

Fog  Accidents  in  Dockyards,  Q.  Mr.  Norris, 
A.  Lord  G.  Hamilton,  883 

Greenwich  Age  Pensions,  Correspondence 
ordered,  555 ;  Q.  Sir  W.  Crossman,  A.  Lord 
G.  Hamilton,  1875 

Greenwich  Hospital  Repairs,  Q.  Sir.  W. 
Crossman,  A.  Lord  G.  Hamilton,  1372 

Gun  Practice  off  Plymouth,  Q.  Mr.  Mild- 
may,  A.  Sir  M.  H.  Beach,  689 

Haulbowline  Docks,  Qs.  Mr.  Morrogh,  Mr. 
Flynn,  Mr.  Sexton,  As.  Mr.  Ashmead- 
Bartlett,  815,  Lord  G.  Hamilton,  1225, 
1779 ;  Depth  of  Channel,  Q.  Dr.  Tanner, 
A.  Lord  G.  Hamilton,  900 ;  Dockyard 
Staff,  Q.  Mr.  Hammond,  A.  Lord  G. 
Hamilton,  1792 

H.M.S.  "  Espitgle  "  and  ChiMan  Specie,  Q. 
Mr.  G.  O.  Morgan,  A.  Lord  G.  Hamilton, 
444 

H.M.S.  "  Victoria,"  Stranding  of,  Q.  Mr. 
Gourley,  A.  Lord  G.  Hamilton,  187 

Marines  Employed  in  Harvesting,  Q.  Mr. 
Logan,  A.  Lord  G.  Hamilton,  1786 

Naval  Repairs  on  Irish  Stations,  Q.  Mr. 
Morrogh,  A.  Lord  G.  Hamilton,  1015 

Naval  Reserve  and  Indian  Marine,  Q.  Mr. 
Gourley,  A.  Mr.  Forwood,  698 

New  Admiralty  Buildings,  Q.  Mr.  Jeffreys, 
A.  Mr.  Plunket,  1025 

Royal  Naval  Artillery  Volunteers,  Qs.  Mr. 
Noble,  Mr.  Llewellyn,  As.  Lord  G.  Hamil- 
ton, 191,  1617  (see  also  under  Army) 

Slave  Trade  Suppression,  Q.  Mr.  P.  Smith, 
A.  Lord  G.  Hamilton,  1225 

Torpedo  Vessels,  Importance  of,  Q.  Mr. 
Gourley,  A,  Lord  G.  Hamilton,  1614 

Naturalisation,  South  America,  1228 

Neville,  Mr.  R.,  Liverpool,  Exchange 

Belfast  Corporation  (Lunatic  Asylums)  Bill, 

1608 
Customs  Officers,  1515 

Queen's  Speech  (Treason  Felony  Prisoners), 
360 

Newfoundland,  23,  32,  149,  382 
New  Zealand  (see  Colonies) 
Noble,  Mr.  W.,  Hastings 

Royal  Naval  Artillery  Volunteers,  191 

Nolan,  Colonel  J.  P.,  Galicay,  N* 

Congested  Districts  Boards,  463 

Convict  Mullett's  Health,  1217 

Fishery   Laws   (Ireland)    Amendment   Bill, 

Intro.  1576 
Irish  Education  Bill,  1232 
Irish  Education  Grant,  454 
Irish  Trawling,  1382 

[cont. 
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Nolan,  Colonel  J.  P.— cont.. 

Local  Government  (Ireland)  Bill,  790 

Jurymen's  Expenses  (Ireland)  Bill,  Intro. 

171 

National  Education  (Ireland)  Bill,  981,  984, 

985 
National    Teachers'    Fund — Supply,  1538, 

1543,  1549,  1555,  1563,  1798 
Pensions  to  Irish  Teachers,  1231 
Planting  of  Land  in  Galway,  180 
Public  Meetings  in  Schoolrooms,  1429 
Queen's  Speech,  on  Irish  Amendment,  519 
Salmon  Fisheries  (Ireland)  Acts,  &c.  Bill  804 
Scotch  Trawling,  1382 
Trawling  in  Ireland,  1509,  1617,  1790 
Webster's,  Sergt. -Major,  Pension,  1012 

Nolan,  Mr.  Joseph,  Louth,  N. 

Labourers'  (Ireland)  Bill,  Intro.  159 ;  2nd  B. 
649 

Queen's  Speech  (Treason  Felony),  366 

Nokris,  Mr.  E.  S.,  Tower  Hamlets,  Lime- 
house 

Cruelty  at  Helston,  Case  of,  899 
Fog  Accidents,  Admiralty  Docks,  883 
Southampton  Docks  Bill,  2R.  1581, 1587 

North  Eastern  Railway 

Provisional  Order  Bill,  118 

North  Park,  Eltluxm 

Q.  Sir  J.  Lubbock,  A.  Sir  J.  Gorst,  1230 

North  Staffordshire  Railway 

Provisional  Order  Bill,  118 

Northbrook,  Earl  of 

East  India  Officers'  Bill,  433  ;  Amendments, 

1189, 1193 
Indian  Councils  Act  Amendment  Bill,  416 

Norton,  Lord 

Betting  and  Loans  (Infants)  Bill,  1004 
Technical  Instruction,  423 

Noxious  Gases  Commission,  303, 307 
Nunn,  Thomas,  Case  of,  442 

O'Brien,  Mr.  Patrick,  Monaghan,  N. 

Belfast  Corporation  (Lunatic  Asylums)  BUI, 

1606 
Constable  Gurry,  1603 
Convict  Clarke,  1524,  1790 
Convict  James  M'Kevitt,  458 
Evicted  Tenants,  1513 
Montagu,  Mrs.,  Case  of,  906,  1242 
Nally,  the  late  Convict,  1380,  1778,  1779 
National  Teachers'  Fund — Supply,  1548 

[cont. 


O'Brien,  Mr.  Patrick — cont. 
Philipstown  Evictions,  1497 
Political  Prisoners,  Portland,  1396 
Post  Office,  Dublin,  1512 
Public.  Meetings,  1521 
Queen's  Speech  (Treason  Felony  Prisoners 

362 
Tipperary  Post,  1519 

Treason  Felony  Prisoners,  879, 1226, 1511 
Upperchurch,  Sunday  Post,  1635 

O'Brien,  Mr,  William,  Cork  Count 
N.E. 
Evicted  Tenants  and  Land  Purchase  A< 

818 
Evicted  Tenants  (Ireland)  Bill,  1683, 168G 

Queen's  Speech  (Treason  Felony  Prisonei 
267 

Occupying     Tenants    Enfranchise 
ment  BUI  [  c.  No.  151] 

Intro.  Mr.  Bartley ;  Read  1°,  323 

O'Connor,  Mr.  Arthur,  Donegal,  E. 

Army  Retirement,  1514 

Compulsory  Sale  of   Land  (Ireland)  B 

Intro.  161,  2R.  1184 
Congested    Districts    Board,    Expenditu 

1010 
Crimean,  &c.  Pensions,  1013 

East  Africa  Company's  Expenditure,  128C 
Morning  Sittings,  1819 
National  Teachers'  Fund— Supply,  1550 
Queen's  Printers'  Alterations,  687 
Royal  University  of  Ireland,  Income  Ti 

1217 
Stewart,  Mr.  C.  P.,  675 

O'Connor,  Mr.  John,  Tipperary,  S. 

Municipal  Franchise  (Ireland)  (No.  2)  B 
Intro.  160 

National  Education  (Ireland)  Bill,  968 

National  Teachers'  Fund — Supply,  1551 

Queen's  Speech,  259 

O'Conor,  Captain,  and  Receivership 

Director  of  Freeman's  Journal,  904 

Official  Auditors 
Q.  Colonel  H.  Vincent,  A.  Mr.  Ritchie,  1? 

O'Hanlon,  Mr.  T.,  Cavan,  E. 

Glenties  Railway,  195 

Payment  to  Jurors  in  Ireland,  195 

Queen's  Speech,  295 

Town  Holdings  (Ireland)  Bill,  Intro.  164 

O'Keeffe,  Mr.  F.  A.,  Limerick 

Housing  of  the  Working  Olamt  (Irak 
Bill,  Intro.  162 

Limerick  Lunatic  Asylum,  315 

[cont 
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e,  Mr.  F.  A. — cont. 

}'  Privileges,  1029 

s  Plates  in  Ireland,  885 

s  Speech  (Treason  Felony  Prisoners) 


y,  Mr.  J.  J.,  Roscommon,  N. 
Itural    Returns   for    England,    1229, 

■  Corporation  (Lunatic  Asylum)  Bill, 

ted  Districts  Board,  Go.  Roscommon, 

i  Tenants  (Ireland)  Bill,  Intro.  158 ; 
R.  1665 

al  Education  (Ireland)  Bill,  973,  980 

5  Pensions 

onel  Howard  Vincent,  A.  Mr.   A.  J. 
>ur,  202 

ge    Provident    Pensions  Bill 

No.  60] 

Mr.  Bartley  ;  Read  1<\  162 

d,  Mr.  M.,  Dewsbury 

Investment   Act   (1889)   Amendment 
Intro.  1885 

l,  Hon.  R.  T.,  Antrim ,  Mid 
>rs'  Apprentices  (Ireland)  Bill,  Intro. 

ir  Meetings  in  London 
J.  Rowlands,  A.  Mr.  Matthews,  1232 

Trade  and  Poppy  Cultivation, 
139 

Trade  in  India 

S.  Smith,  A.  Mr.  Curzon,  185 
a,  Mr.  Mark  Stewart,  810 
3  Speech,  Debate  on,  84,  139 
L.  Pry,  A.  Mr.  Curzon,  1209 

je  Factories  Overtime,  824 

3e  Store  Department 

ere,  Numbers  and  Wages,  671 
sal  of  Mr.  Shallard,  823 

e  Survey 

Committee  ordered,  300 

nces  of  Employees,  Q.  Mr.  F.  Mackin- 
A.  Mr.  Chaplin,  878 

274 


Outdoor  Relief  (Ireland)  Bill   [c.  No. 

70] 

Intro.  Mr.  Cox ;  Read  1°,  164 

Outdoor   Provident   Relief  Bill   [c. 

No.  124] 

Intro.  Mr.  Bartley ;  Read  1°,  172 

Outlawries  Bill 

c.  Read  1°,  38 

Outrage  near  Canton 

Q.  Admiral  Field,  A.  Mr.  J.  W.   Lowther, 
1212 

Overcrowding  on  Railways,  898,  1390 

Overloading  Prosecutions,  1239 
Paddy  Tax  in  Ceylon,  201 

Parcel  Post  (UtS.A.  and  Great  Britain) 

Return  ordered  (Mr.  H.  Heaton),  300 
Return  presented,  807 

Parcels     Post    and     Dairy    Produce, 
811 

Paris,  British  Vice  Consul  in 
Charge  against,  813 

Parish  Councils,  &o.  Bill  [c.  No.  98] 

Intro.  Mr.  Cobb ;  Read  1°,  167 

Parker,  Mr.  C.  S.,  Perth 

Education  and    Local    Taxation  (fee.    Bil 
1287 

parliament 

LORDS— 

Meeting  of  the  Parliament,  9th  Feb. 

The  Session  of  Parliament  opened  by  Com- 
mission 

Roll  or  the  Lords — Delivered 
$er  gtajcstg's  post  <£ratious  Speed] 

delivered  by  The  Lord  Chancellor, 


The  Queen's  Speech  having  been  reported 
by  the  Lord  Chancellor,  an  Address  to 
Her  Majesty  thereon  moved  by  the  Earl 
of  Dudley,  9th  Feb.  6  (the  Motion  being 
seconded  by  the  Lord  Laminoton,  13 
Address  agreed  to,  nemine  dissentient ey  38 

Her  Majesty's  Answer  to  the  Address 
Reported  18M  Feb.,  665 

Chait-man  of  Committees.  The  Earl  of 
Morley  appointed,  nemine  dissentiente,  to 

[cont. 
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take  the  Chair  in  all  Corns. 'of  this  House 
for  this  Session  9  Feb.,  38 
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369.    Amendment,  Mr.  J.  G.  S.  MacNeill,  V2 


Journals,  Sub-Committee  for,  Appointed,  9 
Feb.,  38 

Privileges,  Committee  for,  Appointed,  9  Feb., 

38 
Appeal  Committee,  Appointed,  9  Feb.  38 

Business  of  the  House 
Order  as  to  Tuesday  Sittings,  26  Feb.,  1333 

Miscellaneous 

Stoppages  in  the  Streets,  Orders  to  prevent, 
renewed,  9  Feb.,  38 


New  Peers 

25    Feb.— 
3  March- 


Sir  William  Thomson,  Knight, 
created  Baron  Kelvin  of  Largs 
in  the  County  of  Ayr,  1189 

Sir  Arthur  William  Acland  Hood, 
created  Baron  Hood  of  Avalon 
in  the  County  of  Somerset,  1759 


Representative  Peer  for  Ireland 
Lord  Dunally,  5 

Representative  Peer  for  Scotland 
The  Earl  of  Leven  and  Melville,  5 

Sat  First 

9  Feb. — The  Earl  of  Dartmouth,  after  the 
death  of  his  father,  5 

The  Duke  of  Devonshire,  after  the 
death  of  his  father,  5 

The  Lord  Cheylesmore,  after  the 
death  of  his  father,  5 

18  Feb.— The  Earl  of  Portsmouth,  after  the 
death  of  his  father,  665 

Standing  Committees 

Committee  of  Selection  appointed   16  Feb., 

557 
Chairman  and  Members  nominated  19  Feb., 

809 

Took  the  Oath  for  the  first  Time 

9  Feb.—  The  Lord  Archbishop  of  York,  5 
The  Lord  Bishop  of  Chester,  5 
The  Lord  Bishop  of  St.  Asaph,  5 

18  Fi'b.— The  Lord  Bishop  of  Bangor,  065 


COMMONS— 

Address    in  Answer  to   Her  Majesty's 
Most  Gracious  Speech 

The  Queen's  Speech  having  been  reported 
by  the  Speaker  :  9  Feb.  An  humble  Address 
thereon  moved  by  Mr.  Hormon-  Hodge, 
43,  and  Motion  seconded  by  Mr.  Milvain, 
51.  Amendment  (Mr.  James  Lowther),  96  ; 
Withdrawn,  116.  Amendment  Mr.  J.  E. 
Redmond,  11  Feb. -2*6;   Division,  12  Feb. 

icont. 


Feb.  396;  Withdrawn,  409.  Amendment, 
Mr.  Sexton,  15  Feb.  468,  Division,  55*2, 
Address  agreed  to,  15  Feb.,  552 

Her  Majesty's  Answer  to  the  Address, 
Reported,  Lord  A.  Hill,  29  Feb.,  1490 

Business    of    t?w    House    and    Puhik 
Business 

Qs.  Mr.  Labouchere,  Mr.  Sexton,  As.  Mr.    A. 
J.  Balfour  (First  Lord  of  Treasury)  9  J-rsb. 
43  ;— Qs.  Sir    G.    O.    Trevelyan,  Mr.      J. 
Dillon,  As.  Mr.  Balfour,  22  Feb.,  907  ;— 1^<. 
Sir  W.   Harcourt,    Mr.   S.   Buxton,    Mr. 
Dillon,     Mr.    MacNeill,    As.    Mr.  A.     J- 
Balfour,  23  Feb.,   1031,  1082;— Q.,  Obs-- 
Mr.    Sexton,   Mr.    Campbell-Bannernian - 
Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  25  F<j6.,1244;— Qs.  Mr- 
Campbell -Ban  nerman.  Sir  W.  Harcourt  -^ 
Mr.  J.  E.  Ellis,  Mr.  Labouchere,  Mr.  T~ 
M.    Healy,    Mr.   Bryce,    As.    Mr.  A.  J~ 
Balfour,    26    Feb.,    1898,   1400;  Q.,   Mr^ 
Campbell-Bannerman,  Mr.  Mundella,  Mr. 
Morton,   A.    Mr.  Balfour,    1590,   1532;— 
Morning  Sittings,  Q.  Motion,  Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,     Mr.     W.     E.     Gladstone,    Mr. 
Speaker,   Sir  W.  Harcourt,    Mr.  Labou- 
chere, Mr.  Cremer,  Mr.  J.  Rowlands,  Mr. 
Sexton,  1801 

Committees 

Privileges,  Com.  ordered,  9  Feb.,  41 

Public  Petitions,  nominated,  23  Feb.,  1126 

Selection,  Com.  of,  nominated,  11  Feb.  179 

Standing  Orders,  Select  Com.  nominated,  11 
Feb.  179 

Members 

Chiltern  Hundreds,  Precedents  for  granting. 
462 

De  Cobain,  Mr.,  Motion  made,  "  That  Mr. 
Edward  Samuel  Wesley  De  Cobain  do 
attend  this  House  in  his  place  upon  Tues- 
day, the  23rd  of  February,  Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  11  Feb.,  204;  Amendment  Mr. 
T.  M.  Healy,  204;  Obs.  Sir  \V.  Har- 
court, Mr.  t.  Sexton,  Mr.  C.  Darling; 
Order  made,  209 ;  Order  read,  and  Mr. 
De  Cobain  not  appearing  when  called. 
Notice  given  for  Motion  of  Expulsion,  Mr. 
Balfour,  23rd  Feb.,  1032;  Resolution 
agreed  to,  26th  Feb.,  1401 

Personal  Explanation,  Mr.  Mac  Neill  and 
Mr.  Curzon,  466 

Miscellaneous 

Division  Lists,  Corrections,  Mr.  \V.  A.  Mae- 
donald,  465  ;  Mr.  T.  Robinson,  613 

Illiterate  Voters  at  Parliamentary  Elections* 
Q.  Mr.  Webster,  A.  Mr.  Matthews,  GDI : 
Motion  for  Abolition,  Mr.  Webster.  863 

New  Members  Sworn,  42 

9  Feb.— Right  Hon.  W.  L.  Jackson,  Leeds 
Right  Hon.  Sir  James  Fergnsson, 
Bart.,  Manche;ter,  N.E. 

[cont. 
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LIAMENT — Commons — New  Members, 
)c. — cont. 

Graham  Murray,  Esquire,  Bute 

Right  Hon.  Lord  Walter  Gordon 
Lennox,  Sussex,  Chichester  Divi- 
sion 

John  Penn,  Esquire,  Lewisham 

Hon.  Humphrey  N.  Sturt,  Dorset, 
E. 

John  E.  Redmond,  Esquire,  Water- 
ford  City 

Edward  T.  Holden,  Esquire,  Walsall 

Richard  C.  Jebb,  Esquire,  Cam- 
bridge University 

Martin  Flavin,  Esquire,  Cork 

Patrick  Macdermott,  Esquire,  Kil- 
kenny, N. 

Hon.  W.  Fred.  D.  Smith,  Strand, 
Westminster 

Dunbar  P.  Barton,  Esquire,  Ar- 
magh, Mid 

George  Lambert,  Esquire,  Davon, 
South  Molton 

John  Henry  Maden,  Esquire,  Lan- 
cashire, Rossendale 

Feb. — John  Archibald  Willcox,   Esquire, 
Liverpool,  Everton 

Writs 

ring  Recess,  39 

For  Lewisham,  v.  Right  Hon.  Vis- 
count Lewisham,  called  to  the 
House  of  Peers  as  Earl  of  Dart- 
mouth 

For  Cambridge  University,  v.  Right 
Hon.  H.  C.  Raikes,  deceased 

For  Manchester,  N.E.,  v.  Right 
Hon.  Sir  James  Fergusson,  Bart., 
Postmaster  General 

For  Bute,  v.  Right  Hon.  J.  P.  B. 
Robertson,  Lord  Justice  General 
of  Scotland 

For  Strand,  v.  Right  Hon.  W.  H. 
Smith,  deceased 

For  Countv  of  Kilkenny,  N.  Divi- 
sion, v.  Sir  John  Pope  Hennessy, 
deceased 

For  Devon,  South  Molton  Division, 
v.  Viscount  Lymington,  called  to 
the  House  of  Peers  as  Earl  of 
Portsmouth 

For  Cork  City,  v.  Mr.  C.  S.  Parnell, 
deceased 

For  Leeds,  N.,  v.  Right  Hon.  W.  L. 
Jackson,  Chief  Secretary  for  Ire- 
land 

For  Dorset,  E.,  v.  Mr.  G.  H.  Bond, 
deceased 

For  Sussex,  S.W.,  v.  Lord  Walter 
Gordon  Lennox,  Treasurer  of  Her 
Majesty's  Household 

For  Armagh,  Mid,  v.  Sir  James 
P.  Corry,  Bart.,  deceased 

For  Waterford  City,  r.  Mr.  Richard 
Power,  deceased 

For  County  of  Lancaster,  Rossen- 
dale, v.  Right  Hon.  the  Marquess 

'cont. 
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During  Recess — cont. 

of  Hartington,  called  to  the 
House  of  Peers  as  Duke  of  Devon- 
shire 

10  Feb. — For  Liverpool,  Everton  Division,  v. 
Edward  Whitley,  deceased,  117 

22  Feb. — For  Derbyshire,  Southern  Division, 
v.  Henry  Wardle,  911 

22  Feb. — For  Surrey,  Chertsey  Division,  v. 
F.  A.  Hankey,  911 

26  Feb. — For  Kirkcaldy  District  of  Burghs, 
v.  Sir  G.  Campbell,  1365 

1  Mar. — For  County  of  Wexford,  Northern 
Division,  v.  John  E.  Redmond, 
Manor  of  Northstead,  1613 

For  Borough  of  Belfast,  East  Divi- 
sion, v.  E.  S.  W.  De  Cobain, 
expelled,  1613 

Orders  and  Resolutions 

Elections,  Selection  of  Constituency,  39 
Peers  voting,  40 
Peers  as  Candidates,  40 
Corrupt  Practices,  40 

Journals,  Printing,  41 

Police,  Stoppage  of  Streets,  40 

Votes  and  Proceedings,  Printing,  41 

Witnesses,  Tampering  with ;  False  Evi- 
dence, 40 

Parliamentary  Papers 

Debates  and  Proceedings  (see  title  Renter's) 
Journals,  Order  for  Printing,  41 

Rules    and     Order    of     Debate     (see 
SFEAKER,  The) 

Sittings  and  Adjournments  of  the  House 

Ash  Wednesday,  Motion  and  Division,  1 
Mar.,  1642 

Count  Out,  19  Feb.,  868;  Q.  Dr.  Cameron,  A. 
Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Obs.  Sir  W.  Harcourt, 
Mr.  Bryce,  22  Feb.,  908 

Morning    Sittings,  Tuesdays    and  Fridays t 

Obs.  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Mr.  Sexton,  Mr.  J. 
Redmond,  1  Mar.,  1639 ;  Motion,  De- 
bated, 3  Mar.,  1801 ;  Division,  Reso. 
agreed  to,  1822 

Nine  O'clock  Sittings,  Sessional  Order  made 
a  Standing  Order,  3  Mar.  1823 

PALACE  OF  WESTMINSTER 
House  of  Commons 

Lighting  the  Library,  Q.  Mr.  Bartley,  A.  Mr. 
Plunket,  506 

Parliamentary      Debates     (see      title 
Reuter's) 

Parliamentary  Elections  Bill  [c.  No. 

78] 

Intro.  Mr.  Sheehy ;  Read  1°,  165 
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Parliamentary  Elections  (No.  2)  Bill 

[c.  No.  91] 

Intro.  Mr.  Howell ;  Read  1°,  166 

Parliamentary  Elections  (Votes  of 
Seamen)  Bill  [c.  No.  187] 

Intro.  Mr.  Heneage  ;  Bead  1°,  1127 

Parliamentary  Franchise  (Extension 
to  Women)  Bill  [c.  No.  36] 

Intro.  Sir  A.  Rollit ;  Read  1°,  159 

Parliamentary  Franchise  (Extension 
to  Women)  (No.  2)  Bill  [c. 
No.  37] 

Intro.  Mr.  M'Laren  ;  Read  1°,  159 

Parliamentary  Papers  Distribution 

Motion  for  Select  Committee  (Sir  H.  Max- 
well), 1125 ;  Com.  nominated,  1126 

Parnell,  the  late  Mr.  C.  S.,  135,  217, 
287,  356,  499,  507 

"  Parneiiite  Juice,"  102,  225 

Parochial  Boards  (Scotland)  Bill  [c. 

No.  120] 

Intro.  Dr.  Cameron  ;  Read  1°,  171 

Paulton,  Mr.  J.  M.,  Durham,  Bishop 
Auckland 

School  Books  in  Voluntary  Schools,  316 

Pauperism  (England  and  Scotland) 
Return  of  Numbers,  &c.  (Mr.  Long),  1128 

Pauper  Belief,  1891 

Qs.  Mr.  Summers,  Mr.  A.  Acland,  Sir  W. 
Foster,  A.  Mr.  Ritchie,  820 

Pawnbrokers,  Irish,  200 

Peace  Preservation  (Ireland)  Act 
Copy  of  Order  in  Council,  556 

PEARSON,  Right  Hon.  Sir  C.  J. 
(Lord  Advocate),  Edinburgh  and 
St.  Andrews  Universities 

Burgh   Police  and  Health   (Scotland)  Bill, 

31S 
Crofter  Commission,  1496 
Crofter  Emigration,  459 
Deer  Forests  Return,  317 

Education  and  Local  Taxation  Relief  (Scot- 
land) Bill,  1245,  1283,  1312,  1883 

Garvc  and  Ullapool  Railway,  1620 

Illegal  Trawling,  Scottish  Waters,  874 

Police  and  Public  Health  Bill,  1774 

[cont. 


Pearson,  Right  Hon.  Sir  C.  J. — cont. 

Procurator  Fiscal,  Ross  and  Cromarty,  5C 

Public  Houses  (Hours  of  Closing)  (Scotlar 
Bill,  2R.  410 

School  Attendance,  Highlands  and  Islan 

879 
Scotch  Trawling,  1382 

Scottish  Education  Code,  1229 

Scottish  Poorhouses,  1493 

Sheriff  Substitute  at  Airdrie,  1220 

Theological  Tests,  Scottish  Universities,  I 

Western  Highlands  Requirements,  1620 

Pease,  Mr.  A.  E.,  York 

Trinidad  Judgeship,  1491 

Pease,  Sir  Joseph *W.,Durham,Barna 
Castle 

Justices  of  the  Peace   (Qualification)  E 
Intro.  167 

Opium  Cultivation  in  Bengal,  1206 

Prison  Warders'  Claims,  1213 

Queen's  Speech,  Address,  138 

Pensions    and-   Superannuation  Alio 
ances 
Q.  Mr.  F.  Stevenson,  A.  Mr.  Goschen,  15! 

Pensions,  Old  Age 

Select  Committee  asked  for,  202 

State  Pensions,  Q.  Colonel  H.  Vincent, 
Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  901 

Greenwich  Age  Pensions  (see  NAVY) 

Pensions  (Old  Age)  BUI  [c.  No.  46] 

Intro.  Sir  W.  Foster ;  Read  1°,  160 

"  Periodical  Returns,"  Irish  Land  A 
700 

Persia,  Tobacco  Corporation  of 

Abolition  of  Concession,  891 

Philipps,  Mr.  J.  W.,  Lanark,  Mid 

Lord  Lieutenant  and  County  Magistral 
Bill,  Intro.  299 

Rural  Postmen's  Pay,  Ac.  1218 
Sheriff  Clerks  Depute  (Scotland)  Bill.Int 
1330 

Pickersgill,    Mr.     E.     H.y    Bethi 
Green,  S.W. 

Nunn,  Thomas,  Case  of,  442 

Poor  Rate  (Metropolis)  Bill,  Intro.  168 

Prison  Commissioners,  197 

Stationery  Office  Contract  Circulars,  664 

Waterlow  &  Sons'  Contract,  197 

Wormwood  Sorohh   Pr  190 
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Picton,  Mr.  J.  A.,  Leicester 

Belfast  Corporation  (Lunatic  Asylums)  Bill, 
1598 

Business  of  the  House,  1820 

Foot-and-Mouth    Disease,     London    Cattle 
Market,  181,  184 

Gresham  University,  695 

Legislative  Council  of  Cyprus,  1369 

Piers  and    Harbours  (Ireland)  Bill 

[c.  No.  72] 

Intro.  Mr.  Dillon ;  Read  1°,  164 

Pig  Iron  Warrants  Bill  [c.  No.  66] 

Intro.  Mr.  Hingley ;  Read  1°,  163 

Pinkerton,  Mr.  J.,  Galway 

Belfast  Corporation  (Lunatic  Asylums)  Bill, 

1603 
Evicted  Tenants  (Ireland)  Bill,  1673 
Fair  Rent  Applications,  Antrim,  1218 
Local  Government  (Ireland)  Bill,  772 
River  Bann  Obstructions,  1618 

•  Places  of  Worship  Enfranchisement 
Bill  [c.  No.  28] 

Intro.  Mr.  Bryn  Roberts ;  Read  1°,  157 

Places  of  Worship  (Sites)  Bill  [c.  No. 
135] 

Intro.  Mr.  J.  Ellis  ;  Read  1°,  298 
2R  deferred,  806 

Plowden,  Sir  William  C,  Wolverhamp- 
ton, West 

Guardians  of  the  Poor  Qualification    Bill, 
323 

Indian    Councils    Act    (1861)    Amendment 
(No.  2)  Bill,  Intro.  1187 

Plumbers'  Registration  Bill   [c.  No. 

95] 

Intro.  Mr.  Knowles ;  Read  1°,  167 
Read  2°,  1883,  and  com.  to  Select  Com. 

PLUNKET,  Right  Hon.  D.  R.  (First 
Commissioner  of  Works),  Dublin 
University 

Admiralty  Now  Buildings,  1025 

British  Picture  Gallery,  446,  1493 

Library  Lights,  566 

Queen's  Speech,  Address,  127 

South  Kensington  Museum,  566 

Westminster  Abbey,  Chapels  closed,  677 

Westminster  (Parliament   Street,  &c.)  Im- 
provement Bill,  1767,  1769 

Plural    Yoting    (Abolition)    Bill    [e. 

No.  42J 

Intro.  Mr.  Shaw  Lefevre ;  Read  1°,  160 


Police  (see  HOME  OFFICE,  or  IBE- 
LAND) 

Police  Disabilities  Removal  (Exten- 
sion) Bill  [c.  No.  99] 

Intro.  Mr.  Schwann  ;  Read  1°,  168 

"  Political "  Prisoners  (see  Treason 
Felony,  Daly  and  Egan,  Fenians, 
&c.) 

Polling  Cards  Postage,  1494 

Poor  Law  Guardians  (Ireland)  Bill 

[c.  No.  61] 

Intro.  Mr.  Webb ;  Read  1°,  162 

Poor  Law  (Indoor  and  Outdoor)  Belief 

(See  also  Pauper  Relief) 

Return  ordered,  300 

Return  for  Ireland,  Motion,  1613 

Poor  Law  (Ireland)  Amendment  Bill 

[c.  No.  199] 

Intro.  Mr.  Mahony ;  Read  1°,  1&30 
Read  2°,  1711 

Poor  Rate  (Metropolis)  Bill  [c.  No* 

67] 

Intro.  Mr.  Pickersgill ;  Read  1°,  163 

Portland,  Duke  of 

A  Lord  Commissioner,  1 

Portland  Prison  Staff,  1626 
Portsmouth  and  Ryde  Mail  Contract 

Copy  ordered  and  pros.,  41 
Contract  approved,  1376 

POST  OFFICE 

Postmaster    General   (see  Right  Hon.    Sir 
James  Fergusson) 

Ireland 

Ashgrove  Sub-Post,  Q.  Dr.  Tanner,  A.  Sir 
J.  Fergusson,  882 

Bere  Island,  Increased  Facilities,  Q.  Mr. 
Gilhooly,  A.  Sir  J.  Fergusson,  1623 

Bushmills  as  a  Post  Office,  Q.  Macartney, 

A.  Sir  J.  Fergusson,  1795 
Castlecomer,New  Route,Q.  Mr.Macdermott, 

A.  Sir  J.  Fergusson,  1227 

Cork  Complaints,  Q.  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy,  A. 
Sir  J.  Fergusson,  681 

Cushendun     Mails,     Delay   in,    Q.   Mr. 
Sexton,  A.  Sir  J.  Fergusson,  1625 

Dublin  Junction  Railway,  Q.  Mr.  T.  W. 
Russell,  A.  Sir  J.  Fergusson,  894 

Harold's  Cross,   Closing   of,    Q.    Sir   T. 
Esmonde,  A.  Sir  J.  Fergusson,  903 

[cont. 
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POST  OFFICE— Ireland— eont. 

Macroom  District  Service,  Q.  Dr.  Tanner, 
A.  Sir  J.  Fergusson,  882 

Pontage  of  Requisition  Foiins,  Q.  Mr. 
Roche,  A.  Sir  J.  Fergusson,  1212 

Rathcoolc  and  Kilcorrey,  Q.  Dr.  Tanner, 
A.  Sir  J.  Fergusson,  1372 

Rathvilly,  Telegraph  Station  for,,  Q.  Dr. 
Tanner,  A.  Sir  J.  Fergusson,  1792 

Sorting  Clerks  at  Dublin,  Q.  Mr.  T.  1ST. 
Healy,  A.  Sir  J.  Fergusson,  315 

Stranraer  and  Lame  Mail  Service,  Q.  Mr. 
Lea,  A.  Sir  J.  Fergusson,  188;  Q. 
Captain  M'Cahnont,  A.  Sir  J.  Fergusson 
882 ;  Qs.  Mr.  Mulholland,  Mr.  Sexton, 
A.  Sir  J.  Fergusson,  1207 

Sub-Postmasters'  Salaries,  Q.  Mr.  Tuite, 
A.  Sir  J.  Fergusson,  883 

Subsidies  to  Irish  Railways,  Q.  Mr.  T.  M. 
Healy,  A.  Sir  J.  Fergusson,  561 

Sunday  ami  Night  Duty,  Ihiblin,  Q.  Mr. 
P.  O'Brien,  A.  Sir  J.  Fergusson,  1512 

Telegraph  Stations,  Comity  Galway,  Q. 
Mr.  Sheehy,  A.  Sir  J.  Fergusson,  562 

Tipperary  (see  Upperchurch) 

Trippage  Allowance  with  Mails,  Q.  Mr. 
Jordan,  A.  Sir  J.  Fergusson,  1623 

Upperchurch  Sunday  Post,  Qs.  Mr.  P.  J. 
O'Brien,  As.  Sir  J.  Fergusson,  1519, 
1635 

Yentry  and  Fenit  Telegraphs,  Q.  Sir  T. 
Esmonde,  A.  Sir  J.  Fergusson,  1385 

Wexford,  Faster  Mail  Service,  Q.  Mr. 
Sexton,  A.  Sir  J.  Fergusson,  1522 

W'icklow  Mails,  Q.  Mr.  W.  Corbet,  A.  Sir 
J.  Fergusson,  446 

Woodford  and  Whitegate  Post  and  Tele- 
graph Service,  1215,  1522 

Mails  and  Post  Offices 

Delays  in  Fleet  Street  Delivery,  Qs.  Mr. 
Baumann,  Mr.  Bigwood,  A.  Sir  J. 
Fergusson,  1632 

Eastern  Mails  and  Salonica,  Q.  Mr.  H. 
Heaton,  A.  Sir  J.  Fergusson,  202 

<4  Germanic"  Mails,  Delay  by  Breakdown, 
Q.  Mr.  Long,  A.  Sir  J.  Fergusson,  313 

Portsmouth  and  Ryde  Contract,  41,  1576 

Miscellaneous 

Charges     for      Re-addressing,      Q.      Mr. 

Henniker  Heaton,  A.  Sir  J.  Fergusson, 

092  />/ 

Deficient  Postage,  Q.  Mr.  H.  Heaton.  A.  Sir 

J.  Fergusson,  903 
Forma  n's,  Mr.,  Mission,  Q.  Mr.  H.  Heaton, 

A.  Sir  J.  Fergusson,  201 

Friendly  Societies3  Circulars,  Q.  Major 
Raseh,  A.  Sir  J.  Fergusson,  1384 

Indian  and  Colonial  Stamps,  Sale  of,  Q. 
Mr.  Henniker  Heaton,  A.  Sir  J.  Fer- 
gusson, 451 

Irregularities  in  Post  Office,  Q.  Mr.  H. 
Heaton,  A.  Sir  J.  Fergusson,  902 

Mrmbers'  Jjetters,  Q.  Mr.  Flvnn.  A.  Sir  J. 
Fergusson,  1242 

c>mt. 


POST  OFFICE— Miscellaneous— cont 

Letter  Cards,  Income  from,  Q.  Mr.  Gourley, 
A.  Sir  J.  Fergusson,  1496 

Parcel  Post  and  Dairy  Produce,  Q.  Sir  K. 
Grey,  A.  Sir  J.  Fergusson,  811 

Parcel  Post  (U.S.A.  and  Great  Britain), 

300 
Polling  or  Voting  Cards,  Q.  Mr.  Cremcr, 

A.  Sir  J.  Fergusson,  1392 ;    Q.  Mr.  K. 

Spencer,   As.   Sir  J.    Fergusson,  1494, 

1636 

Private  Post  Cards,  Q.  Mr.  H.  Heaton,  A. 
Sir  J.  Fergusson,  451 

Officials 

Clerks,  Inequality  of  Pay,  887 

Edinburgh  Post  Office,  Q.  Mr.  R.  Wallace, 
A.  Sir  J.  Fergusson,  1368 

Harlesden  Postmaster,  Q.  Mr.  Cobb,  A.  Sir 
J.  Fergusson,  1014 

Postal  Officials  Dismissed,  Q.  Mr.  Henniker 
Heaton,  A.  Sir  J.  Fergusson,  902 

Rural  Postman,  Q.  Mr.  Se&le-Hayne,  A. 
Sir  J.  Fergusson,  685 ;  Pay,  dc,  Q.  Mr. 
Philipps,  A.  Sir  J.  Fergusson,  1213 

Soldiers  as  Rural  Postmen,  Q.  Mr.  H.  R. 
Farquharson,  A.  Sir  J.  Fergusson,  1794 

Stampers  and  Box  Clearers,  Q.  Mr.  Seale- 
Hayne,  A.  Sir  J.  Fergusson,  1616 

Welsh-speaking  Postmasters,  Q.  Mr.  Bryn 
Roberts,  A.  Sir  J.  Fergusson,  1221 

Scotland 

Aberdeen  Postmaster's  Retirement,  Q.  Mr. 
Esslemont,  A.  Sir  J.  Fergusson,  198 

Glasgow  Postal  Districts,  Q.  Mr.  Watt,  A. 
Sir  J.  Fergusson,  877 

Glasgow  subordinated  to  Edinburgh  Office, 
Qs.  Dr.  Cameron,  Sir  G.  Trevelyan, 
Mr.  Caldwell,  As.  Sir  J.  Fergusson,  504, 
689 

Mail  Contracts,  Q.  Mr.  F.  Mackintosh,  A. 
Sir  J.  Fergusson,  1497 

Mull  and  Oban  Posts,  Q.  Mr.  Esslemont, 
A.  Sir  J.  Fergusson,  1370 

Telegraphs 

Accounts  Presented  [No.  21],  300 

Cable  Companies,  Q.  Mr.  H.  Heaton,  A. 

Sir  J.  Fergusson,  1387 
Clerks  in  Central  Office,  Q.  Mr.  McCartan, 

A.  Sir  J.  Fergusson,  887 
Continental  Receipts,  Q.  Mr.  H.  Heaton, 

A.  Sir  J.  Fergusson,  1366 
Guarantees  against  Cost  of  Construction.  Q. 

Mr.  Henniker  Heaton,  A.  Sir  J.  Fer- 
gusson, 692 
Money   Orders  by  Telegraph,  Q.  Mr.   H. 

Heaton,  A.  Sir  James  Fergusson,  1499 
Railway  Companies  Telcgmms,  Q.  Mr.  J. 

Ellis,  A.  Sir  J.  Fergusson,  881 ;   -Viihi- 

bers,  Q.  Mr.  J.  Ellis,  A.  Sir  J.  Fergusson, 

1501 
Shetland  Cables,  Q.  Mr.  Lyell,  A.  Sir  J. 

Fergusson,  1776 

Telephone  Exchanges,  Q.  Dr.  Cameron,  A. 

Sir  J.  Fergusson,  1224 
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Powell,  Mr.  F.  S.,  Wigan 

Church  Buildings  Acts  (Compulsory  Powers 
Repeal)  Bill,  Intro.  162 

Public  Meetings  in  Schoolrooms,  144C 

Shop  Hours  Bill,  1144 

Precedents,  Chiltern  Hundreds 
Granted  while  House  not  Sitting,  462 

Presentation   to  Benefices  Bill     [/. 

No.  24] 

Presented,  Archbishop  of    York  ;   Read    la, 

1465 
Read  2»,  1577 
Reported,  1760 

Price,  Captain  G.  E.,  Devonport 

Greenwich  Hospital,  1643 

Printing,  Alterations  in  Text 
q>.  Mr.  A.  O'Connor,  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy,  As. 
Sir  \V.  Hart  Dyke,  Mr.  Speaker,  687 

Prison  Commissioners 

Q.   Mr.   Pickersgill,  A.  Mr.  Matthews,   197, 
H-20 

Prisons  Act  Amendment  Bill  [c.  No. 

126] 
Intro.  Mr.  Channing;  Read  1°,  172 

Prison  Warders'  Claims,  1213,  1626 
Private  Banks  Bill  [c.  No.  125] 

Intro.  Mr.  E.  Spencer ;  Read  1°,  172 

Private  Bill  Procedure  Bill 

Nutice  to  bring  in,  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  42 
Motion   for   Leave  Debate,   1447,  Adj.  1454 

Private  Post  Cards 

Permission  to  use,  and  cost,  451 

Privileges,  Committee  of,  41 

Procurator  Fiscal,  Boss  and  Cromarty 
Q.  Dr.  McDonald,  A.  Sir  C.  J.  Pearson,  567 

Property  Assessments 

Q.  Mr.  Morton,  A.  Mr.  Goschen,  322 

Prosecution,  An  Anarchist 
Clr.irge  against  Mr.  Cavagna,  697 

Pkovand,   Mr.  A.  D.,  Glasgow,  Black- 
friars 

Dwelling  Houses,  Re-letting  (Scotland)  Bill, 
Intro.  324 

[cont. 


Provand,  Mr.  A.  D. — cont. 
Indian  Factory  Act  Regulations,  812 
Shop  Hours  Bill,  2R.  1129,  1185 

Public  Accounts 

Com.  ordered  (Sir  J.  Gorst),  1125 

Public    Authorities  Protection  Bill 

[/.  No.  31] 

Presented,  Lord  Chancellor ;  Read  la,  1760 

Public  Health  (Interments)  Act 
(1879)  Amendment  Bill  [c.  No. 
107] 

Intro.  Mr.  J.  W.  Sidebotham  ;  Read  1°,  169 

Public  Houses  (Hours  of  Closing) 
(Scotland)  Bill  [c.  No.  92] 

Intro.  Dr.  Cameron  ;  Read  1°,  167 
2R.  Adj.  409  ;  deferred,  554 
Adjourned,  1185 

Public  Libraries  Law  Consolidation 
Bill  [c.  No.  143] 

Intro.  Sir  J.  Lubbock  ;  Read  1°,  299 
Public  Meetings  in  Schoolrooms 

Reso.  Mr.  H.  Gardner,  1403 

Puleston,  Sir  John  H.,  Devonport 

County  Court  Judges  in  Wales,  837,  842,  847 
The  Church  in  Wales,  1071 

Purchase  of  Land  and  Congested 
Districts  (Ireland)  Act  (1891) 
Amendment  Bill  [c.  No.  30] 

Intro.  Mr.  Roche ;  Read  1°,  158 

Queen  s  Plates  in  Ireland 

Q.  Mr.  O'Keeffe,  A.  Mr.  Jackson,  885 

Queen's  Printers,  Alteration  of  Text  byr 
687 

Queen's  Speech  (see  title  PABLIA- 
MENT) 

Quilter,  Mr.  W.  C,  Suffolk,  Su.lbury 

Beer  Adulteration  (No.  2)  Bill,  Intro.  572 
Small  Agricultural  Holdings  Bill,  952 

Railway  Accidents  Return,  877 
Bailway  Companies  and  Post  Office 

Q.  Mr.  J.  Ellis,  A.  Sir  J.  Fergusson,  882 


RAI RAT 


IN  DBX) 


REC REI 


Railway  Rates  and  Charges  Order 
Confirmation  Bills 

1.  North  Eastern  Railway,  118 

2.  Lancashire  and  Yorkshire  Railway,  118 

3.  Manchester,  Sheffield,  and  Lincolnshire 

Railway,  118 

4.  Abbotsbury  Railway,  118 

5.  North  Staffordshire  Railway,  118 

6.  London,  Tilbury,  and  Southend  Railway, 

118 

7.  Midland    and  South    Western  Junction 

Railway,  119 

8.  Taf!  Vale  Railway,  119 

Q.  If  to  be  referred  to  Com.,  1024 

Railway  Rates  and  Charges  Provisional 

Order  Bills 

Reso.  for  Joint  Com.  of  Lords  and  Commons, 
1331,  1465,  1577 

Railway  Servants'  Hours,  569 

Re-appointment  of  Select  Committee,  573 

Minutes  of  Evidence  previous  Com.  ordered, 

1000 
Addition  to  Select  Com.  1331 

Railway    Shareholders     (Licensing 
Session)  Bill  [c.  No.  76] 

Intro.  Mr.  Maclure ;  Read  1°,  164 
Railways,  Overcrowding  on,  898,  1390 

Railway  Station  Names 

Q.   Mr.   T.   D.   Sullivan,  A.   Sir  M.   Hicks 
Beach,  673 

Ramsgate  Harbour 

Receipts  of  Payments,  1890-91,  412 

Randell,    Mr.     1).,     Glamorganshire, 
Gower 

County  Court  Judges  in  Wales,  850 

Ranges  Act  (1891)  Amendment  Bill 

[c.  No.  166] 

Intro.  Mr.  Shaw  Lefevre  ;  Read  1°,  &12 

Rasch,  Major  F.  C,  Esxejr,  S.E. 

Army  Pensions,  1208 
Army  Veterans,  Relief  to,  4(31 
Friendly  Societies'  Circulars,  1384 
Queen's  Speech,  379 

Rates,  Landlord  and  Tenant,  1525 

Rathboxe,    Mr.    W.,    Carnarvonshire, 
Arfon 
Limited  Partnerships  B  11,   Intro.  80G 

Rating  of  Machinery  Bill  [c.  No.  31  j 

Intro.  Mr.  G.  Balfour;  Read  1°,  158 


Vol.  1  (357  O.S.) 

Reciprocity  Agreement 


Trade  between  Canada  and  United  State 
680 

Recreation  Grounds  Bill  [c.  No.  201 

Intro.  Mr.  Llewellyn  ;  Read  1°,  1642 
Recruiting  Committee  (see  ARMY) 
Redmond,  Mr.  John  E.,  Waterford 

Evicted  Tenants  (Ireland)  Bill,  1672,  1CT 
1706 

Local  Government  (Ireland)  Bill,  726 

'     Morning  Sittings,  1640 

Queen's  Speech,  286,  on  Amendment,  602 

Railway  Servants'  Hours  Select  Commits 
575 

Redmond,    Mr.    W.    H.    K.,   Fcr,iu 
nagh,  N. 

Local  Government  (Ireland)  Bill,  793 

Municipal  Franchise  (Ireland)  Bill,  64h 

MiUbank  Prison  Bill,  800 

Nominations  of  Governors  to  Asylums.  31 

Queen's     Speech,     290     (Treason    Ktloi 
Prisoners),  333,  336 

Westminster  Abbey,  Chapels  closed,  677 

Red  Sea  Lighting 

Q.   Mr.   Henniker  Heaton,    A.   Mr.  .1.  'i 
Lowther,  816 

Reed,  Mr.  H.  Byron,  Bradford,  E. 

Queen's  Speech,  Address,  115 
The  Church  in  Wales,  1097 

Reed,  Sir  Edward  J.,  Cardiff 
Case  of  James  Wall,  673 

Registries,  District 

Number  where  Writs  can  be  Issued,  694 
Absence  of,  in  Belfast,  889 

Registration  lots  (Lodgers)  Amend 
ment  Bill  [c.  No.  79] 

Intro.  Mr.  O.  V.  Morgan  ;  Read  1°,  166 

Registration   of    Voters   (Scotland 

BUI  [c.  No.  152] 

Intro.  Mr.  Shiress  Will ;  Read  1°,  323 

Registry  of  Deeds  (Ireland) 
Treasury  Warrants  of  Appointments,  C&3 

Reid,  Mr.  Robert  T.,  Dumfries,  tic. 

Casualties  (Scotland)  Bill,  Intro.  664 
Local  Authorities  (Land)  BUI,  Intro.  664 
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'.  Distress  (Ireland) 
of  Relief  Works  pres.,  1332 

f  Poor  Returns,  820 

s  Freedom  in  Russia 

Cobb,  A.  Mr.  J.  VV.  Lowther,  447 

l,  Mr.  J.  A.,  Doivn,  E. 
government  (Ireland)  Bill,  768 

of  Gold  (see  Currency) 
t  Magistrates  (Ireland) 

ordered  (Mr.  Johm  Ellis),  1000 

ient,  Civil  Service,  684,  1395 

ing  Officers'  Expenses  (Soot- 
id)  Bill  [c.  No.  49] 

Mr.  Esslemont ;  Read  1°,  161 

Tickets  Bill  [c.  No.  83] 

Mr.  Morton  ;  Read  1°,  165 

>'  Parliamentary  Debates 

.  J.  Ellis,  Mr.  Lalwuchere,  A.  Sir  J. 

t,  443 

f  Contract  Presented,  558 

r.  Leng,  Mr.  S.  Buxton,  As.  Sir  J. 
t,  884,  1227,  1516 

\anyes,  Ncwtownards  and  Port' 
mock 

r.  Macartney,  Mr.  Clancy,  A.  Mr. 
hope,  826 

of  Way  (Scotland)  Bill  [c  No. 

i 

Mr.  Buchanan  ;  Head  1°,  161 

of   Way   (Scotland)  [No.  2] 

1  jr.  No.  156] 

Sir  C.  Dalrymplc;  Read  1",  324 

IK,  Right  Hon  C.  T.  (President 
the  Local.  Government  Board), 
*ccr  Hamlets,  St.  (ieoryes 

ents,  Number  under  1887  Act,  897 
-  Council  Stock  and  Accounts,  1014 
to  Guardians  and  Magistrates,  1497 
itary  Schools,  Hating  of,  1387 

and  lrwell  (Prevention  of  Pollution) 
1363 

Auditors,  County  Councils,  1368 
•  Relief  Return,  821 
aw  (Ireland)  Relief,  1613 
Meetings  in    Schoolrooms,  1430,  1443 
Agricultural  Holdings  Bill,  931 

[cont. 


Ritchie,  Right  Hon.  G.  T. — cont. 
Tuberculosis,  Commission  on,  899,  1227 
Vaccination  Commission,  1498,  1782 
Whitehaven  Sanitary  District,  1371 

Roads  and  Bridges  (Scotland)  Acts 
Amendment  Bill  [I.  No.  33] 

Presented,  Lord  Ker ;  Read  1»,  1760 

Roberts,  Mr.  J.  Bryn,  Carnarvonshire, 

Eifion 

County  Court  Judges  in  Wales,  856 

Places    of    Worship  Enfranchisement  Bill, 

Intro.,  157 
Welsh-speaking  Postmasters,  1221 

Robertson,  Mr.  E.,  Dundee 

Crimean,  &c,  Pensions,  1018 

Education   and  Local  Taxation,  Ac,  Bill, 

1279 
Local    Government    (Scotland)    Act   (1889) 

Amendment  Bill,  Intro.  1127 

Valuation  of  Lands  (Scotland)  Law  Amend- 
ment Bill,  Intro.  1127 

Robinson,  Mr.  T.,  Gloucester 

Error  in  Division  List,  613 

Roby,    Mr.    H.   J.,  Lancashire,  S.E., 
Eccles 
Albert  University,  455 
Business  of  the  House,  1821 
Licences  in  Mortmain,  1506 
Ordnance  Survey,  Select  Com.  ordered,  300 
Public  Meetings  in   Schoolrooms,  1429,  1445 
Queen's  Speech  (Treason  Felony  Prisoners), 

349 
Shop  Hours  Bill,  1178 

Supply — Embassies  Vote,  1829 

Roche,  Mr.  J.,  Galway,  East 

Lord  Ashbrook's  Estate  Evictions,  5(56 

Purchase  of  Land  and  Congested  Districts 
(Ireland)  Act  (1891)  Amendment  Bill, 
Intro.  158 

Requisition  Forms  Postage,  1212 

Rollit,  Sir  A.  K.,  Islington,  S. 

Local  Taxation  (Customs  and  Excise)  Act 
(1890)  Amendment  Bill,  Intro.  172 ;  2R. 
607 

Parliamentary  Franchise  (Extension  to 
Women)  Bill,  Intro.  159 

Queen's  Speech,  Address,  135 

Boss's,  Senator  J.  G.,  Estate 
Q.  Mr.  Hozier,  A.  Mr.  Curzon,  1392 

Round,  Mr.  J.,  Essex,  N.E.,  Harwich 

Small  Agricultural  Holdings  Bill,  953 
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Round  Table/'  The,  214,  215 
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Rowlands,  Mr.  James,  Finsbury,  E. 

Greenwich  Hospital,  1465 

Liquor    Traffic    Local    Veto    (Wales)    Bill, 

Intro.  664 
London  County  Council  (Tramways)   Bill, 

1474 
Millbank  Prison  Bill,  709 

Morning  Sittings,  1813 

Pouches  and  Belts  Contract,  696 

Open-air  Meetings  in  London,  1232 

Sittings  of  the  House,  1823 

Small  Arms  Factory,  Enfield,  1016 

Stationery  Office  Waste  Paper  Department, 

1022 
Town  Holdings  Bill,  Intro.  168 

World's  End,  Chelsea,  Meetings,  1529 

Rowlands,  Mr.  W.  Bowen,  Cardigan- 
shire 
County  Court  Judges  in  Wales,  839 

Rowntree,  Mr.  J.,  Scarborough 
Small  Agricultural  Holdings  Bill,  953,  967 

Royal  Irish  Rifles,  Training,  455 

Royal  Naval  Artillery  Volunteers,  191, 
1026,  1617,  1629 

Royal  Niger  Company 

Q.  Mr.  W.  H.  Cross,  A.  Mr.  J.  W.  Lowther, 
1775 

Royalties,  Gold  Mining,  679,  823 

Rural  Labourers'  Cottages  Bill  [c. 

No.  138J 

Intro.  Lord  Henry  Bruce  ;  Bead  1°,  298 

Rural  Population,    Movement  of,   10, 
26,  134 

Rural  Postmen,  685,  1213,  1794 

Rural  Sanitary  Authorities 

Allotment  Tenants  and  Acreage,  897 

RrssELL,  Sir  Charles,  Hackney,  S. 

Belfast  Corporation  (Lunatic  Asylums)  Bill, 

1G09 
Justices  of  the  Peace  Bill,  589,  59G 

Queen's  Speech,  Address,  89 

RrssELL,  Mr.  T.  W.,  Tyrone,  S. 

Belfast  Corporation  (Lunatic  Asylums)  Bill, 

1351 
Congested  Districts  Boards,  464 

Dublin  Junction  Railway  and  Mails,  894 

Evicted  Tenants  and  Land  Purchase,  1385 

Evicted  Tenants  (Ireland)  BUI,  1671,  1681, 
1699 

[cont. 


Russell,  Mr.  T.  W. — cont. 

Green    Street  Court   House,   Dublin,  45 

881 
Irish  Education  Return,  194,  458 

Irish  Land  Commission,  203 

Labourers'  (Ireland)  Bill,  652 

Local  Government  (Ireland)  Bill,  733 

Municipal  Franchise  (Ireland)  Bill,  629 

National  Education  (Ireland)  Bill,  975, 99 

997 
Representation  of    East  Belfast,  Petitio 

117 
Schools  (Ireland),  Return  ordered,  1641 

Supply — National  Teachers'  Fund,  1539 

Russia,  Religious  Freedom  in 
Oppression  of  "  Stundists,"  447 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act  (187 
Amendment  Bill  [c.  No.  168] 

Intro.  Dr.  Cameron ;  Read  1°,  572 

Sale  of  Goods  Bill  [c.  No.  32] 

Presented  Lord  Herschell ;  Read  1*,  1760 

Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  (En 
land)  Bill  [c.  No.  97] 

Intro.  Mr.  Allison  ;  Read  1°,  167 

Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  on  Su 
days  Bill  [c.  No.  50] 

Intro.  Mr.  Broadhurst ;  Read  1°,  161 

Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  to  Ch 
dren  Bill  [c.  No.  40] 

Intro.  Mr.  Conybeare  ;  Read  1°,  159 

Salisbury,  Bishop  of 

Technical  Education  and  County  Counc 
1462 

SALISBURY,  Mabquess  of  (Prii 
Minister  and  Secretary  of  Sti 
for  Foreign  Affairs) 

East  India  Officers'  Bill,  487, 1195 
London  Fog,  309 

Indian  Councils  Act  Amendment  Bill,  41' 
Police  Protection  in  Ireland,  178 
Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  Answer  to,  SI 
Smoke  Nuisance  (Metropolis)  Bill,  1754 

Salmon  Fisheries  (Ireland)  Ai 
Amendment  Bill  [c.  No.  112] 

Intro.  Mr.  Macartney  ;  Bead  1°,  170 
211.  Deferred,  554  ;  Read  2°,  801 


Salonica  as  an  Eastern  Mail  Route,  I 

Salvation     Army,    Eastbourne!    10 
1219 
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ilson,    Mr.    G.    B.,   Gloucester, 
orest  of  Dean 

q  Lands  Office,  1638 

s,    Colonel   T.   M.,  Lancashire, 

W.,  Bootle 

»ps'  Authority  Regulation  Bill,  Intro. 

ry  Authorities  and  Influenza,  190 
ry  Conference  at  Venice 

of  Protocol,  669 

3,  Yellow  Fever  at,  1631 
erson,  Colonel  E.  J.,  Armagh,  N. 

loom    Weaving  (Ireland)   Bill,  Intro. 
i*s  Speech  (on  Irish  Amendment),  529 

5    Bank    Act,   Inspection    Corn- 
it  tee 

[r.  John  Ellis,  As.  Mr.  Gosohen,  189, 

Attendances,  Highlands,  &c. 

nsibility  of  Parents,  878 


Books  in   Voluntary   Schools, 


6 


Board  for  London,  1646,  1796 

Board   for  London    (Super- 
nuation)  Bill  [c.  No.  96] 

Sir  R.  Temple  ;  Read  1°,  167 
nn,  Mr.  C.  E.,  Maneliester,  N. 

•Spanish  Tariff,  319 

lian  Prisoners,  457 

ass  of  the  House,  1822 

ercial  Treaty  with  Brazil,  823 

and  Deaths  from  Drowning,  194 

\  on  Labour  Commission,  401 

f  and  Irwell  (Pollution)  Bill,  1365 

Tax  in  Ceylon,  201 

Disabilities  Removal  (Extension)  Bill, 
o.  168     - 

's  Spooch,  Address,  87 

i  and  Art  Examinations,  1508 
AND 

iry  for  (see  Marquess  of  Lothian) 
Advocate  (see  Pearson,  Sir  C.  J.) 

en  Postmaster,  198 

e  Sheriff  Substitute,  Q.  Dr.  Cameron, 
lir  C.  J.  Pearson,  1220 

[.        [NEW   (FOURTH)   SERIES] 

u  ccclvii.,  o.s.] 


SCOTLAND— <sont. 

Building  Land  (Scotland)  BUI,  Mr.  M.  Per. 
guson,  322 

Carloway  Pier,  Q.  Dr.  McDonald,  A.  Sir 
J.  Gorst,  1526 

Contracts  and  English  Law,  Q.  Mr.  Bu- 
chanan, A.  Sir  J.  Gorst,  1506 

Crofters*  Commissioners  Decisions,  Q.  Mr. 
Eraser-Mackintosh,  A.  Sir  C.  J.  Pearson, 
1496 

Crofter  Emigration,  Q.  Mr.  Seton-Karr,  A. 
Sir  0.  J.  Pearson,  459 

Deer  Forests  Return,  Q.  Mr.  P.  Mackintosh, 
A.  Sir  C.  J.  Pearson,  317 

Edinburgh  Museum  Clerks,  Q.  Mr.  Wallace, 
A.  Sir  W.  H.  Dyke,  1214 

Education  and  Local  Taxation  Relief  (Scot- 
land) Bill,  Q.  571,  Leave,  1245,  1316,  Q. 
1398,  1530 

Education  Code,  Q.  Mr.  Caldwell,  A.  Sir  C. 
J.  Pearson,  1229 

"  Equivalent  Grant,"  Q.  Mr.  Bryce,  A.  Mr. 
A.  J.  Balfour,  199 

Fee  Grant,  1460, 1575 

Garve  and  Ullapool  Railway,  Q.  Dr.  Par- 
quharson,  Mr.  F.  Mackintosh,  A.  Sir  C.  J. 
Pearson,  1620 

Government  of  Scotland  Bill,  Mr.  Hunter, 
163 

Highlands  and  Islands,  School  Attendance, 
Q.  Mr.  P.  Mackintosh,  A.  Sir  C.  J. 
Pearson,  878 

Illegal  Trawling,  Qs.  Mr.  Duff,  Mr.  M,  Per- 
guson,  Mr.  H.  T.  Anstruther,  As.  Sir  C.  J. 
Pearson,  874,  875 

Mull  and  Oban  Post,  1370 

Pier  and  Harbour  Works,  Q.  Mr.  Buchanan, 
A.  Sir  M.  H.  Beach,  563 

Police  and  Public  Health  BUI,  Q.  Mr.  Essie- 
mont,  A.  Sir  C.  J.  Pearson,  1774 

Railway  Monopoly,  1500 

Representative  Peer,  5 

Returning  Officers  Expenses  Bill,  Mr.  Essie- 
mont,  161 

Rights  of  Way  (Scotland)  Bill,  Mr.  Bu- 
chanan, 161,  Sir  C.  Dalrymple,  324 

Ross  and  Cromarty  Procurator  Fiscal,  Q.  Dr. 
McDonald,  A.  Sir  C.  J.  Pearson,  567 

Sasine  Office  Clerks,  Q.  Mr.  F.  Mackintosh, 
A.  Mr.  Akers-Douglas,  1499 

Scottish  Poorhouses,  Deaths  in,  Q.  Mr.  H. 
Stewart,  A.  Sir  C.  J.  Pearson,  1493 

Scottish  Prisons  Report,  Q.  Mr.  Caldwell,  A. 

Sir  J.  Gorst,  895 
Trawling  Prohibition,  Q.  Col.  Nolan,  A.  Sir 

C.  J.  Pearson,    1382  (see  also    Illegal, 

above) 

University  Tests,  Q.  Mr.  Bryce,  A.  Sir  C.  J. 
Pearson,  814 

Valuation  of  Lands  Amendment  Bill,  Mr. 

Robertson,  1127 
West  Highlands,  Ac.,  Committee,  Q.  Mr.  F. 

Mackintosh,  A.  Sir  J.  Gorst,  319 

Seamen's  Wages  and  Effects,  Deceased 

Account  presented,  412 
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Selborne,  Earl  of 

Clergy  Discipline  (Immorality)  Bill,  1737 

Select  Vestries  Bill 

l  Presented ;  Read  la,  38 
"  Separation,  Home  Rule  or,"  101 
Seton-Karr,  Mr.  H.,  St.  Helen's 

Colonisation  Vote,  1020 
Crofter  Emigration,  458 
Income  Tax  Assessments,  1021 
Salmon  Fisheries  (Ireland)  Bill,  802 
Shop  Hours  Bill,  1176 

Sexton,  Mr.  T.,  Belfast,  N. 

Advances  under  Land  Purchase  Act,  812 
Applications  under  Land  Purchase  Act,  459 

Belfast  City  Central  Station,  &c,  Bill,  2R. 

1333 
Belfast  Corporation  (Lunatic  Asylums)  Bill, 

2R.   1834,   1339,   1841,   1346,  1352,  1355, 

1588,  1601 

Betting  in  Belfast  Streets,  567 

Clare  Constabulary,  1782 

Collector  General  of  Rates,  699 

Congested  Districts  Board,  1009 

Cushendun  Mails,  1625 

De  Cobain,  Mr.,  43,  207 

District  Registry  for  Belfast,  889 

Dundrum  Lunatic  Asylum,  1501 

East  India  Company  Pensioners,  1499 

Evicted  Tenants  (Ireland)  Bill,  1677, 1695, 

1697 
Financial  Relations  Committee,  1017 

Gallagher,  Dr.  Thomas,  672 

Green  Street  Court  Houso,  881 

Haulbowline  Dock,  816 

Holywood  Pier,  Co.  Down,  817 

Irish  Education  BUI,  1244 

Irish  Education  Grants,  570 

Irish  Land  Commission,  203 

Irish  Pawnbrokers,  200 

Labourers'  (Ireland)  Bill,  668 

Labourers'  (Ireland)  Allotments  Bill,  1884 

Local  Courts  of  Bankruptcy  Bill,  1575 

Local  Government  (Ireland)  Bill,  737,  776, 
782,  1188 

Morning  Sittings,  1039,  1814 

Municipal  Franchise  (Ireland)  Bill,  634, 643, 
647,  1186 

Nally,  the  late  Convict,   1380,  1518,  1778, 

1779 
National  Teachers'  Fund,  in  Supplv,  1532, 

1543,  1553,  1557  ;  Q.  1798 

Oyer  and  Terminer  Commission,  1620 
Queen's    Speech,    Address,    117 ;      Treason 
Felony    Prisonors,   362 ;     Local    Govern- 
ment, 468 
Railway  Servants'  Hours,  Select  Com.  575 
Registry  of  Deeds  Office,  Dublin,  818 
Weekly  Wages  Bill,  Intro.  166 
Wexford  Mails,  1522 


Shallard,  Mr.,  Dismissal  of,  823 

Shaw-Stewart,  Mr.  M.  H.,  Renfrew, . 

Education  and  Local  Taxation,  Ac,  B 
1307 

Sheehy,  Mr.  D.,  Galway,  S. 

Parliamentary  Elections  Bill,  Intro.  165 
Telegraphic  Stations  in  Galway,  562 

Sheriff  Clerks'   Depute   (Scotland 
Bill  [c.  No.  197] 

Intro.  Mr.  Philipps ;  Read  1°,  1830 

Sheriff  Court  Civil  Code  (Sootlan 
Bill  [c.  No.  101] 

Intro.  Mr.  Caldwell ;  Bead  1°,  168 

Sheriff  Courts   (Scotland)  Extrac 
Bill  [c.  No.  119] 

Intro.  Mr.  Caldwell ;  Read  1°,  171 
Ships*  Stern  Lights,  1501 
Shop  Hours  Bill  [c.  No.  26] 

Intro.  Mr.  Charming ;  Read  1°,  157 

Debated,  1129-1183;     Division,    Read 

1184 

Shops  (Weekly  Half-Holiday)    B 

[c.  No.  142] 

Intro.  Sir  John  Lubbock ;  Read  1°,  299 
2R  deferred,  1185 

Short  Titles  BUI  [/.  No.  12] 

Presented,  Lord  Chancellor ;  Read  1*,  HI 
Read  2a,  1463,  com.,  1464 
Reported  and  Re-com.  1760 

Siam,  Kingdom  of,  15 
Rep.  pres.  of  Journey,  Me-Rong  Valley,  ( 

Sidebotham,    Mr.     J.   W.,    Cheshi 

Hyde 

Public    Health     (Interments)     Act   (18* 
Amendment  Bill,  Intro.  169 

Signalling  Instruction,  1800 
"  Skimpin,  Mr.,'1  213 

Slave  Trade,  Repression  of,  160, 1836 

Vessels  Taken,  Slaves  Liberated,  1225 

Small    Agricultural   Holdings  1 

[c.  No.  183] 

Intro.  Mr.  Chaplin ;  Read  1°,  911 
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Small  Arms  Factories,  892 

(See  under  ARMY) 
Small  Holdings,  27,  34,  126,  144 
Small  Holdings  Bill  [c.  No.  148] 

Intro.  Mr.  J.  Oollings ;  Read  1°,  322 

Small     Holdings     (Scotland) 

[c.  No.  177] 

Intro.  Mr.  Haldane ;  Read  1°,  806 


BUI 


Smith,   Mr.   James    Parker,    Lanark, 
Partick 

East  African  Slave  Trade,  1225 

Education  and  Local  Taxation,   &c.   Bill, 

1282 
General  Police  and  Improvement  (Scotland) 

Act  (1862)  Amendment  Bill,  Intro.  1127 
Tuberculosis  Commission,  899 

Smith,  Mr.  Samuel,  Flintshire 

Church   of  England  in  Wales,   Resolution, 

1033 
Opium  Trade  in  Bombay,  185 

Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  Answer  to,  81 


Smith,  Mr.  W.  H., 
134,  210 


the  late,  52,  73, 


Smoke  Nuisance  Abatement  (Metro- 
polis) Bill  [/.  No.  9] 

Presented,  Lord  Stratheden  and  Campbell ; 

Read  1*,  173 
Notice  of  2R.  1189 

Debated,  1746  ;  Read  2a,  1755 

Solicitors'  Apprentices  (Ireland)  Bill 

[c.  No.  85] 

Intro.  Mr.  O'Neill ;  Read  1°,  166 
2R.  Deforrod,  558 

Solicitors'  (Magistracy)  Bill  [c.  No. 

128] 
Intro.  Mr.  Maclure ;  Read  1°,  172 

Somervell,  Mr.  J.,  Ayr,  die. 

Education  and  Local  Taxation,   <fcc.   Bill, 
1262,  1316 

Southampton  Docks  Bill,  1581 

South  Australia,  Northern  Territory  of, 
877 

South  Kensington  Musuem 
Q.  Mr.  Bartloy,  A.  Mr.  Plunkot,  566 

Spain  (Tariff) 
Renewal  of  Treaty,  319 


speaker,  ftlje  (Bight  Hon.  Abthub 
Wellesley  Peel),  Warwick  and 
Leamington 

MISCELLANEOUS 
Interruption  by  Mr.  Maden,  12  Feb.,  388 

Omission  of  Mr.  W.'A.  Macdonald's  Vote, 
15  Feb.,  466 

Rising  First — Mr.  McCarthy  or  Mr.  J.  Red- 
mond, 18  Feb.,  726 

Mr.  Sexton's  Interruption,  18  Feb.,  787 

Calling  of  Mr.  De  Cobain,  23  Feb.,  1032 

"  Personal  Altercations,"  24  Feb.,  1162 

Seconding  an  Amendment,  24  Feb.,  1176 

Declining  to  put  Question,  26  Feb.,  1355 

Asking  for  Question  to  be  put,  26  Feb.,  1383 

Amended  Motion  re  Mr.  De  Cobain,  26  Feb., 

1402 
Question  to  bo  put,  26  Feb.,  1433 

Irrelevancy,  1  March,  1608,  3  March,  1800, 
1818 


it 


RULINGS 

Mr.  J.  G.  S.  MacNeill :  "  I  will  now  proceed, 
with  the  permission  of  the  House,  to  move 
the  Amendment  I  have  upon  the  Paper." 

Mr.  SPEAKER— 
The  Amendment  which  appears  on  the 
Paper  contains  a  number  of  subjects  it 
would  not  bo  proper  to  move  upon  an 
Address  to  the  Queen's  Speech.  What  I 
wish  to  point  out  to  the  hon.  Member  is 
that  some  portions  of  his  Amendment  are 
not  relevant."— 12  Feb.,  896 


Mr.  J.  E.  Redmond :  "I  beg  to  move  that 
the  Question  be  now  put." 

Mr.  SPEAKER— 

"  Considering  that  this  Debate  has  only  lasted 
for  one  hour  since  the  time  when  the 
hon.  Member  who  introduced  the  Bill 
sat  down,  and  other  hon.  Members  have 
risen  to  speak  on  both  sides  of  the  House, 
I  think  further  time  should  be  allowed  for 
the  discussion  of  the  Bill."— 17  Feb.,  661 


Mr.  A.  O'Connor :  "  Mr.  Speaker,  I  would  wish 
to  ask  you,  Sir,  in  the  case  of  varying  and 
doubtful  texts,  or  an  official  issue  being 
made  of  certain  words,  is  it  competent  for 
any  Department  to  direct  the  printers  to 
alter  the  text  without  the  authority  of  an 
Act  of  Parliament  ?  " 

Mr.  SPEAKER— 

"  I  think  the  proper  test]  to  apply  would  be 
whether  there  were  any  error  either  here 
or  in  the  House  of  Lords.  There  has 
been  no  error.  The  Clerk  in  this  House 
and  the  Clerk  in  the  House  of  Lords 
made  the  proper  entry,  and  the  defect 
arose  purely  from  an  error  of  the  drafts- 
man, which  perhaps  he  had  been  led  into. 
The  true  record  is  the  signed  copy  of  the 
Act,  which  is  perfectly  correct." — 18  Feb., 
688 


Petition  against  Opium  Trade  read  by  Clerk 
at  tho  Table.  Mr.  Mao  Neill :  "I  beg  to 
ask  you,  Mr.  Speaker,  can  this  Petition  be 
placed  on  the  Minutes  of  the  House,  and 
appear  as  part  of  our  proceedings  ?  " 

[con*. 
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Speaker,  The — cont. 

1 1  Mr.  SPEAKER- 

"  It  will  be  treated  as  Petitions  are  treated 
— in  the  ordinary  way." — 19  Feb.,  810. 


Mr.  Chance  :  "  That  the  Bill  bo  referred  to 
a  Hybrid  Committee  of  seven  Members, 
and  that  the  Committee  have  power  to 
appoint  tho  hon.  Member  for  West 
Belfast  as  one  of  the  Members." 

Mr.  SPEAKER— 

"  The  proper  course  is  to  wait  until  the  Bill 
is  committed.  When  the  Bill  is  com- 
mitted, it  can  then  be  settled  what  pro- 
g>rtion  of  Members  shall  constitute  the 
ybrid  Committee."— 36  Feb.,  1362 


Referring  to  Mr.  H.  Gardner. 

Mr.  SPEAKER— 

"  The  hon.  Member  has  no  right  of  reply,  as 

there  is  no  Amendment  before  the  House." 

—26  Feb.,  1425 


Mr.  W.  Johnston :  "  The  sharp  practice  of 
the  hon.  Member,  &c." 

Mr.  SPEAKER— 

"  I  do  not  think  that  the  hon.  Member  should 
use  such  a  phrase.  Such  an  expression 
cannot  be  permitted." — 26  Feb.,  1432 


Mr.  T.  M.  Healy  :  "  I  should  like  to  ask  you, 
Mr.  Speaker,  whether  it  is  not  always  the 
practice  of  the  Government  on  Fridays  to 
set  up  Supply  a  second  time  ?  " 

Mr.  SPEAKER— 

"  That  entirely  depends  upon  the  Govern- 
ment, and  the  time  of  night." — 26  Feb., 
1447 


Mr.  Boulnois :  "  If,  Sir,  I  do  not  oppose  tho 
Second  Reading  of  the  Bill  now,  and  wish 
to  move  the  Reference  of  the  Bill  to  a 
Hybrid  Committee,  should  I  be  able  to 
make  that  Motion  now  or  at  a  later 
day?" 

Mr.  SPEAKER- 

"  The  Bill,  if  unopposed,  will  be  read  a 
second  time  and  referred  to  an  ordinary 
Select  Committee.  It  will  be  open  to  the 
hon.  Member  to  move  tho  discharge  of  the 
Order  for  reference  to  a  Select  Committee, 
and  to  movo  that  the  Bill  bo  referred  to  a 
Hybrid  Committee." 

Mr.  Boulnois :  "  Shall  I  be  able  to  do  that 
now  if  the  Socond Reading  is  unopposed?" 

Mr.  SPEAKER- 

"  The  Question  now  is  tho  Socond  Reading, 
and  whothor  this  is  opposed  or  not  a 
subsequent  Motion  may,  as  Opposed  Busi- 
ness, do  deferred  to  a  later  day." 

[Later]  Mr.  Boulnois :  "  I  give  notice  that 
to-morrow  I  shall  make  tho  Motion  for  the 
reference  of  tho  Bill  to  a  Hybrid  Com- 
mittee." 

Mr.  SPEAKER— 

"  The  hon.  Mombor  should  in  terms  make 
his  Motion  now."— 3  March,  1772 


Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour :  "  It  may  be  convenient 
for  tho  House  if  I  wcro  to  ask  you,  Sir, 
what  interpretation  should  be  put  upon 

[cont* 


Speakeb,  The — cont. 

the  phrase  "  financial  business,"  before  it 
is  adopted ?" 

Mr.  SPEAKER- 

"  I  think  it  is  rather  a  matter  for  the  House 
itself.  But  looking  at  the  words  which  are 
used,  I  should  say  they  included  Supply, 
the  Report  of  Supply,  and  the  Ways  and 
Means  Bill;  and  unless  a  limitation 
4 until  Easter'  is  introduced  into  the 
proposition,  it  will,  of  course,  apply  to  the 
Budget.  That  would  be  the  natural  inter- 
pretation I  should  be  disposed  to  put  upon 
it ;  but  it  is  a  matter  for  the  House,  and 
I  am  not  the  arbiter  of  the  question."— 
3  March,  1808 


Mr.  Sexton :  "  I  beg  to  move,  after  the  word 
"  Friday,"  to  insert  these  words  "  except 
Tuesday,  29th  March." 

Mr.  SPEAKER— 

"  There  is  already  a  Motion  before  the 
House  to  restrict  the  operation  of  this 
Resolution  until  Easter,  and  that  Resolu- 
tion I  will  put  from  the  Chair." — 3  March, 
1814 


Referring  to  Mr.  Conybeare. 

Mr.  SPEAKER— 

"  The  hon.  Member  is  discussing  the  merits 
of  a  particular  Bill,  and  not  the  appropria- 
tion of  a  particular  day."— ^3  March,  1817 

Mr.  Cremer:  "I  understood  that  I  should 
be  able  to  move  this  Amendment." 

Mr.  SPEAKER-- 

44  No ;  the  hon.  Member  is  precluded  from  *o 
doing  by  having  already  spoken  on  the 
Main  Question."- 3  March,  1820 


gepuln  Sptahtr  and  Chairman  of 
Committees  (Bight  Hon.  L.  H. 
Courtney),  Cornwall,  Bodmin 

Referring  to  Mr.  Labouchere. 

The  CHAIRMAN— 

44  The  hon.  Gentleman  is  not  to  enter  into 
tho  subject  of  the  original  Vote,  except  w> 
far  as  it  is  necessary  to  illustrate  the  pre- 
sent Vote."— 25  Feb.,  1318. 

Referring  to  Dr.  Clark. 

The  CHAIRMAN— 

"Tho  Motion  before  the  Committee  is  to 
report  Progress.  If  the  discussion  on  the 
Vote  is  to  go  on,  the  Motion  to  report 
Progress  should  be  withdrawn." — 29  feb.. 
1555. 


Special  CommiseionersJiip,  Income  Tax 
Q.  Mr.  Hartley,  A.  Mr.  Goschen,  567 

Spencer,  Mr.  J.  E.,  West  Bromwickj 
Department  of  Labour  Bill,  Intro.  160 
Designs  for  Now  Coinage,  196 
Postago  of  Voting  Cards,  1494 
Private  Banks  BUI,  Intro.  172 

Stamp  Distributor  at  Goole,  1687 
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Stamps,  Indian  and  Colonial,  451 

STANHOPE,  Right  Hon.  E.  (Secre- 
tary of  State  for  War),  Lincolnshire, 
Homcaath 

Army  Socks,  Contract  Prices,  677 

Autumn  Manoeuvres,  1615 

Balaclava  Survivors,  1381,  1504,  1605 

Burma,  Military  Forces  in,  1621 

Catlow  Barracks,  1791 

Constable  Courtney,  1395 

Contracts  and  Government  Factories,  314, 

315 
Crimean  and  Indian  Mutiny  Pensions,  1013 

Deferred  Pensions,  1209 

Enfield  Factory  Dismissals,  1378 

Government  Factory,  Cutters'  Pay,  1238 

Henry    Barrel    Company    Contract,    1016, 

1515 
Jeffries,  G.  L.,  Dismissal  of,  679 

Jobson,  Mr.,  Case  of,  680 

Military    Lands  Consolidation  Bill,   Intro. 

1000,  2R.  1883 
Military  Leave  (India),  1512 

Militia  and  Volunteer  Artillery,  1615 

Militia  Artillery  Candidates,  463 

Naval  Artillery  Volunteers,  1026,  1629 

New  Magazine  Rifle,  1634 

Newtownards  Rifle  Range,  826 

Norfolk  Militia  Training,  822 

Ordnance  Store  Department,  Labourers,  671 

Pensioners  and  Reserve  Men  employed  by 
War  Office,  1234 

Pouches  and  Belts  Contract,  696 
Presbyterian  Army  Chaplains,  1210 
Recruiting  Committee's  Report,  1027 
Retirement  Rules,  1515 
Rifle  Range  at  Portmarnock,  826 
Roberts,   Lord,  and  Lord  Wantage's  Com- 
mittee, 1223 

Royal  Irish  Rifles,  Training  of,  455 

Shallard's,  Mr.,  Dismissal,  823 

Signalling  Instruction,  1800 

Small  Arms  Factory,  Prices,  891 

Survivors  of    Crimean    and    Indian    Cam- 
paigns Relief,  462 

Terms  of  Sorvicc,  Report  of  Committee,  455 

Unclaimed     Balances,    Deceased    Soldiers, 

1233 
Unpensioncd  Veterans,  811 

Volunteer  Commanding  Officers,  561 

Wantage  Committee,  1516 

Webster's,  Sergeant  Major,  Pension,  1012 

Woolwich  Arsenal  Labourers,  1622 

Woolwich  Arsenal  Night  Work,  824 

Stanhope,  Hon.  Philip,  Wednesbury 

Supply— Embassies  Vote,  1827 

Stansfeld,      Right      Hon.      James, 

Halifax 

Electors'  Qualification'and  Registration  Bill, 
Intro.  159 


State  Pensions,  901 

Stationery  Office 

Contractors  Circular,  Q.  Mr.  Pickersgill,  A. 
Sir  John  Gorst,  564 

Waste  Paper  Departnent,  Qs.  Mr.  J.  Row- 
lands, Mr.  Conybeare,  As.  Sir  John  Gorst, 
1022,  1221 

Statute  Law  Revision  Bill  [c.  No.  29] 

Presented  Lord  Chancellor ;  Read  la,  1760 

Steam  Engines  (Persons  in  Charge) 
Bill  [c.  No.  41] 

Intro.  Mr.  Fenwick  ;  Read  1°,  159 

Stern,  Mr.  S.,  Suffolk,  Stowmarket 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Bill,  Intro. 
164 

Stevenson,  Mr.  F.  S.,  Suffolk,  Eye 

Local  Government  (Ireland)  Bill,  788 
Pensions  and  Superannuations,  1528, 1785 
Public  Meetings  in  Schoolrooms,  1427 
Small  Agricultural  Holdings  Bill,  960,  967 

Stevenson,  Mr.  James,  South  Shields 

Deck  Cargoes  Bill,  Intro.  169 
Southampton  Docks  Bill,  1587 

Stewart,    Mr.    Halley,    Lincolnshire, 
Spalding 
Scottish  Poorhouses,  1498 

Stewart,  Mr.  Mark  J.,  Kirkcudbright 

Education  and    Local  Taxation,  &c.   Bill, 

1275 
Opium  Trade,  Petition,  810 

Small  Agricultural  Holdings  Bill,  949 

Stratheden  and  Campbell,  Lord 

Smoke  Nuisance  Abatement  (Metropolis)  Bill, 
Presented  173 ;  2R.  1746 

Strike  of  Brushmakers,  Sheffield 
Application  for  Industrial  School  Lads,  462 

Stuart,  Mr.  J.,  Shoreditch,  Hoxton 

Enfield  Factory  Dismissals,  1378 

London  County  Council  (Tramways)   Bill, 

1466 
Women  County  Councillors  Bill,  Intro.  827 

Stundists,  Oppression  of,  447 

Submarine  Mining  Volunteers 
Naval  Artillery  Volunteers,  Disposal  of,  192 

Subsidies  to  Telegraphs,  692 
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Sullivan,  Mr.  Donal,  Westmeath,  S. 
Labourers'  Cottages  in  Athlone,  890 

Sullivan,  Mr.  T.  D.,  Dublin,  College 
Green 
Gallagher,  Dr.  Thomas,  672 
Local  Government  (Ireland)  Bill,  767 
Municipal  Franchise  (Ireland)  Bill,  635 
Railway  Station  Names,  673 
Title  of  Lord  Mayor,  Cork,  &c.  875 

Summers,  Mr.  W.,  Huddersfield 

M'Kinley  Tariff  and  West  Indies,  1797 
Pauper  Belief  Return,  820 

Summary    Jurisdiction   Aot    (1879) 
Amendment  Bill  [c.  No.  133] 

Intro.  Mr.  Cross ;  Read  1°,  297 
2R.  Deferred,  1185 

Superannuation  Act,  1884 

Treasury  Minute  re  W.  Lancaster,  1712 

Superannation  Aots  Amendment  Bill 

[c.  No.  191] 

Intro.  Mr.  Goschen ;  Read  1°,  1127 
Withdrawn,  1575 

SUPPLY 

Civil  Service — (Supplementary  Estimates, 

1891-2) 

Glass    I. 

£4,735 — Houses  of  Parliament  Buildings 
Com.  25  Feb.,  1317 ;  Report  26  Feb.,  1459 

£1,500 — Art  and  Science  Buildings,  Com. 
25  Feb.,  1317  ;  Report  26  Feb.,  1459 

£20,000 — Revenue  Department  Buildings, 
Com.  25  Feb.,  1317  ;  Report  26  Feb.,  1459 

Class  II. 
£498 — Lunacy  Commission,  Scotland,  Com. 
25  Feb.,  1317  ;  Report  26  Feb.,  1459 

£1,690— Public  Works  Office,  Com.  25  Feb., 
1318 ;  Report  26  Feb.,  1459 

Class  III. 

£2,000— Law  Charges,  Com.  25  Feb.,  1318 ; 
Report  26  Feb.,  1460 

£100 — Police  Courts,  London  and  Sheerness, 
Com.  Division,  25  Feb.,  1318;  Report  26 
Feb.,  1460 

Class  V. 

£22,600 — Expenses  of  Embassies  and  Mis- 
sions Abroad,  Com.  25  Feb.,  1320 

Class  VI. 

£90,000 — Grant  in  Aid,  National  School 
Teachers'  (Ireland)  Pension  Fund,  Com. 
29  Feb.,  1532 

Class  VII. 

£30,486— Relief  of  Distress  in  Ireland,  Com. 
29  Feb.,  1564 


Supreme  Court  of  Judicature 
Return  of  Circuit  Allowances,  1332 

Sutherland,  Mr.  A.,  Sutherland 

Small  Agricultural  Holdings  Bill,  966 
TaffVale  Railway 

Provisional  Order  Bill,  119 

Talbot,  Mr.  J.  G.,  Oxford  University 

Public  Meetings  in  Schoolrooms,  1411, 1445 

Tanner,  Dr.  C.  K.,  Cork  County,  Mid 

Balaclava  Survivors,  1381 

Carlow  Barracks,  1791 

Donegal  1,  Marquess  of,  1398 

Haulbowline  Dock,  900 

Labourers'  (Ireland)  Allotments  Bill ;  Intro. 
167 ;  2R.  410, 1884 

Listowel  and  Tarbert  Railway,  1397 

Newcastle  Harbour,  County  Down,  886 

Postal  Arrangements  in  County  Cork,  1372 

Postal  Arrangements  in  Macroom  District, 

882 
Rathvilly  Telegraph  Station,  1793 
Salmon  Fisheries  (Ireland)  Bill,  805 

Supply— Civil  Services,  South  Africa,  1833, 

1834 
Supply— Embassies  Vote,  1324, 1838 

Tariffs,  Foreign 

Anglo-Spanish  Renewal,  319 

Return  asked  for,  180 

West  Indies  and  United  States,  870 

Tate's,  Mr.  Henry,  Picture  Gallery  446, 
1494 

Taxation,  Assessments  for,  322 

Teachers'  Registration  and  Organisa- 
tion Bill  [c.  No.  117] 

Intro.  Sir  R.  Temple ;  Read  1°,  171 

Teachers'  Registration  Bill  [c.  No. 

178] 

Intro.  Mr.  A.  Acland ;  Read  1°,  827 

Technical    Instruction     and     County 
Councils,  417,  452,  691,  887,  1463 

Telegraphs,  &c.  (see  POST  OFFICE) 

Temple,  Sir  R,  Worcester,  Evesham 

Elementary  Education  (Teachere*  Superan- 
nuation) Select  Committee,  665 

Indian  Civil  Service,  Natives  in,  825 

Public  Mootings  in  Schoolrooms,  1481 

Queen's  Speech,  Indian  Civil  Service,  106 

School  Board  for  London  (SupenanofttioB) 
Bill,  Intro.  167 
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Tkxpub,  Sir  R.— cont. 

Teachers'    Registration    and    Organisation 
Bill,  Intro.  171 

Tenure  of  Land  Bill  [c.  No.  27] 

Intro.  Mr.  T.  Ellis  ;  Read  1°,  157 

Tenure  of  Land  (Ireland)  Bill  [c.  No. 

58] 
Intro.  Mr.  T.  Dickson  ;  Read  1°,  162 

Theatres,  &c,  Licensing  of,  695 

Theological  Tests  in  Scottish  Universi- 
ties 
Q.  Mr.  Bryce,  A.  Sir  C.  J.  Pearson,  814 

Thomas,  Mr.  Abel,  Carmarthen,  E. 

County  Court  Judges  in  Wales,  843 

Thomas,  Mr.  Alfred,  Glamorgan,  E. 

County  Court  Judges  in  Wales,  849 

National  Institutions  (Wales)   Bill,    Intro. 

170 
Workhouse  Labour,  456 

Thomas,  Mr.  David  A.,  Merthyr  Tydvil 

Coal  Mines  Regulation  Act   (1887)   Amend- 
ment Bill,  Intro.  1330 

County  Court  Judges  in  Wales,  829 

South  Wales  Colliery  Statistics,  1388 

Tilbury  and  Southend  Railway 
Provisional  Order  Bill,  118 

Tomlinson,  Mr.  W.  E.  M.,  Preston 

Queen's  Speech,  on  Irish  Amendment,  518 
Railway  Rates  Provisional  Orders,  1024 

Town  Holdings 

Select  Com.   nominated   (Mr.  A.   Douglas), 
1330 

Town  Holdings  Bill  [c.  No.  100] 

Tntro.  Mr.  J.  Rowlands ;  Read  1°,  168 

Town  Holdings  (Ireland)  Bill  [c.  No. 

711 

Intro.  Mr.  O'Hanlon ;  Read  1°,  164 

Towns  Improvement  (Ireland)  Bill 

[c.  No.  203] 

Intro.  Mr.  Knox ;  Read  1°,  1712 

Trade  Reports  (Annual  Series) 
Copy  (Bulgaria)  pros.  1712  (Zanzibar),  556 

Trade  Societies  and  Certificates 
Q.  Mr.  Penwick,  A.  Mr.  Goschen,  1390 


Trade  Unions  and  Board  of  Trade 

Report  of  Labour  Correspondent,  193 

Trade  Union  ProTident  Funds  Bill 

[c.  No.  162] 
Intro.  Mr.  Howell ;  Read  1°,  572 

Trawling  (see  under  IRELAND  and 
SCOTLAND) 

Treason    Felony  Convicts,   237,    327, 
357,  879,  1511 

Treasury  Chest 
Account  for  1890-91  pres.  556 

Tree  Planting  in  Ireland,  1523 
Trees  (Ireland)  Bill  [c.  No.  80] 

Intro.  Mr.  Knox ;  Read  1°,  165 

Trevelyan,  Right  Hon.  Sir  George  O., 
Glasgow,  Bridgeton 

Business  of  the  House,  907 

Education  and  Local  Taxation,  &c,  Bill, 

1264 
Evicted  Tenants  (Ireland)  Bill,  1709 

Glasgow  and  Edinburgh  Post  Offices,  565, 

689 
Queen's  Speech,  on  Irish  Amendment,  487, 

511 
Sittings  of  the  House,  1823 

Trustee  Savings  Banks 

Return  pres.  (Sir  J.  Gorst),  1886 
Scheme  for  Inspection  Com.  pres.  1331 

Trust  Investment  Aot  (1889)  Amend- 
ment Bill  [c.  No.  207] 

Intro.  Mr.  Oldroyd  ;  Read  1°,  1885 

Trusts  Bill  [/.  No.  20] 

Presented,  Lord  Chancellor  ;  Read  la,  1189 

Tuberculosis  Commission 

Qs.  Mr.  Parker  Smith,  Mr.  Purness,  As.  Mr. 
Ritchie,  899,  1227 

Tuite,  Mr.  J.,  Westmeath,  N. 

Agricultural  Labourers  (Ireland)  Bill,  Intro. 

163 
Irish  Sub-Postmasters'  Salaries,  883 
Local  Inquiries,  Labourers  Acts,  1218 
Mullingar  Guardians,  1503 

Tunnel  Railways  in  London,  1233 
Turkey 

Armenian  Prisoners  waiting  Trial,  457 
Erzeroum  Consulship,  147, 150 
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Ulster,  78,  90,  93,  471,  499 
Unoovenanted  Service  (see  India) 
Uncultivated  Land,  Area  of,  1222 
"  Unemployed,"  50,  133 
United  States  (see  America) 

University  Education  (Ireland)  Bill 

[c.  No.  62] 

Intro.  Mr.  Harrison ;  Read  1°,  1G2 

University,  (see  Gresham  or  Albert) 

Universities  (Scotland)  Act,  1889 
Ordinances  Nos.  11  to  16  pres.  807 

Universities,  Scottish,  Tests  in 
Commissioners'  Report,  814 

Unpensioned  Veterans,  461,  811,  1012, 
1381,  1505 

"  Unspeakable  Turk,"  100 

Usibebu,  Restoration  of 
Q.  Mr.  Cobb,  A.  Baron  H.  do  Worms,  446 

Vacciiiation  Commission 

Qs.  Mr.  Channing,  Mr.  Ballantine,  As.  Mr. 
Ritchie,  1498,  1782 

Valuation  of  Lands  (Sootland)  Law 
Amendment  Bill  [c.  No.  186] 

Intro.  Mr.  E.  Robertson  ;  Read  1°,  1127 

Veterans,    Army,  Crimean    War,  &c, 
461,  811,  1012,  1381,  1505,  1625 

Veterinary  Department,  1237 

Vexatious  Indictments  Acts 
Q.  Mr.  Addison,  A.  Sir  R.  Webster,  1796 

Victoria,  H.M.S.,  Stranding  of ,  187 

ViNCENT,Colonel  C.  E .  Howard ,  Sheffield, 
Central 

British  Colonies  and  M'Kinley  Tariff,  893 

Contracts  and  Government  Factories,  314 

County  Council  Auditors,  13G8 

Foreign  Goods  (Mark  of  Origin)  Bill,  Intro. 

297 
Influenza  Epidemic,  189 

M'Kinley  Tariff  and  Reciprocity,  1384 

Old  Age  Pensions,  202:— State  Pensions,  901 

leant. 


Vincent,  Colonel  C.  E.  Howard — cant. 

Queen's    Speech,  Amendment  on  Addre 
106 

Volunteer   Forces  (Jury  Exemption)    B 
Intro.  297 

Woolwich  Arsenal  Night  Work,  824 

Volunteer  Forces  (Jury  Exemptio 
Bill  [c.  No.  131] 

Intro.  Colonel  Howard!  Vincent;  Read 
297 

Volunteer     Eegiments,    Commandii 
Office  b,  561 

Voters'  Registration  Bill  [c.  No.  15 

Intro.  Mr.  Hobhouso ;  Read  1°,  323 
Wages,  Fair,  125 
Wall,  James,  Case  of,  673 

Wallace,  Mr.  R.,  Edinburgh,  E. 

Edinburgh  Museum  Clerks,  1214 
Edinburgh  Post  Office,  Retirement,  1368 
Epsom  School  Children,  1367 
Supply — Civil  Services,  1835 

Wantage,  Lord 
Army,  Conditions  of  Service,  174 

Waring,  Col.  T.,  Down,  N. 

Ballot  Act  (1872)  Amendment  Bill,  Int 

1128 
Belfast  Corporation  (Lunatic  Asylums)  B 

1358 
Betting  in  Belfast  Streets,  567 

Foot-and-Mouth  'Disease,  185 

Evicted  Tenants  (Ireland)  Bill,  1694 

Irish  Cattle  Truck  Rates,  671 

Labourers'  (Ireland)  Bill,  666 

Labourers'  (Ireland)  Allotments  Bill,  188- 

Municipal  Franchise  (Ireland)  Bill,  641 

Newcastle  Harbour,  Co.  Down,  886 

National  Education  (Ireland)  Bill,  984 

Railway  Servants'  Hours  Select  Com.,  57 

Warmington,  Mr.  C.  M.,  Monmou 
W. 
Contempt  of  Court  (Appeal)  Bill,  Intro.  V 

WAR  OFFICE  (see  ARMY) 

Secretary    of    State    (see    Right    Hon. 

Stanhope) 
Under     Secretary     of    State    (see     E 

Brownlow) 

Financial  Secretary  (see  Hon.  W.  St.  / 

Brodrick) 

Washington  Maritime  Conference,  5 


